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PREFACE.

VER since the late beloved Editor of The Sword and the Trowel was
called into the immediate presence of his Lord, £is Magazine has
been one of the most appropriate of the many memorials of his unique
life and work. Through it and his published Sermons, he continues
to speak so plainly and so powerfully that many among his tens of
thousands of regular readers can hardly realize that the clarion voice
of ‘“the prince of preachers” cannot now reach human ears. Yet,
alas! this is only too true; and we therefore the more fervently thank
God for the ministry of the printing-press, by which C. H. SpurcEON
is to-day speaking to a larger audience than he ever addressed _while
on earth. Not only have his Sermons, printed in English, attained a
circulation which, perhaps, even he scarcely anticipated, but the number
of foreign languages and dialectsinto which they are being translated
i8 continually increasing ; while the various agencies for their distribu-
tion are multiplying so rapidly that there is good reason to hope that,
ere the Lord comes, He may honour His dear servant by permitting
him to preach the everlasting gospel to all nations of mankind in their
own tongue.

Someone may be disposed to ask why we are telling again, just here
and now, this oft-told tale of God’s abounding grace and mercy. The
sweet story must by this time be familiar to all who loved A/m whom
we also love with an affection and devotion which his promotion to
glory has only intensified. One prominent characteristic of Mg.
SpUrcEON was his intense practicalness, and those to whom he entrusted
the charge of his well-wielded Sword and ever-active Zrowel desire to
imitate him in this respect, as well as in the many other ways in which
he, in his turn, imitated his dear Lord and Master.

To this end, it has been thought well that the present Preface
should be utilized for the purpose of calling special attention to—

ANoTHER MEMORIAL TO THE EVER-BELOVED C. H. SrurcEon.

When the monthly numbers of the Magazine for the year 1896 are
bound up, it will be seen that the Frontispiece to Volume XXXTI. is
a view of Bruram BapTisT CHAPEL, BexHI1LL-OoN-SEA, Sussex, not
merely as it now is,—partly erected,—but as it will be when the
whole design is completed. Careful readers of 7% Sword and the
Trowel for the past year cannot fail to remember the references to
Bexhill in the articles published under the headings of ¢ Mis.
C. H. Spurgeon’s Work-room " and * Our Own Men and their Work.”
If any have forgotten, or have not read them, we refer them par-
ticularly to pages 217, 505, and 594. In our May issue, Mgs.
SruraEoN told, in a very touching manner, how the spiritual needs of
this rapidly-rising resort on our Southern shore became known to her
and how the Lord providentially pointed out Pastor J. S. Haokry as
the very man to undertake this pioneer service for the Saviour.

Month by month, we have recorded the progress of the Building
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Fund, so there is no necessity now to mention the details, but merely
to say that, before 1896 closes, the School-chapel shown on the left-
hand side of our Frontispiece will have been opened (p.v.) by Pasror
THoMAS SPURGEON, free of debt. The cost of this smaller structure,
together with the freehold site for the complete block of buildings,
architect’s fees, legal expenses in connection with the conveyance of
the land, trust deed, &c.,—all of whick will be defrayed before the opening
service,—will be Dbetween £1,300 and £1,400; so friends can see,
almost at a glance, that the larger Chapel cannot be erected without
the expenditure running into four figures (possibly, £3,000).
There are certain conditions imposed by Xarl de la Warr,
the lord of the manor, which add materially to the expense ; otherwise,
a less costly design might have been prepared by the architect,—Mr.
R. W. Moore, of Preston Park, Brighton,—who has very generously
devoted much time and care to the elaboration of the whole schere.

The bulk of the money already expended has been provided by
friends away from Bexhill; but the congregation which will be
gathered in the School-chapel will, of course, begin at once to “lay
by in store” for the larger House of Prayer to be afterwards erected.
It would, however, be unreasonable to expect them to bear the whole
charge of the great undertaking, together with the support of their
minister and the various agencies that will grow up around a living
and working Church of Christ,

In her first article concerning Bexhill and the new School-chapel,
Mgrs. Sporeeon laid down the lines on which she hoped the work
would continue :—*‘‘ There must be No DEBT on this House of God'!
I am going to give all I possibly can to it, and trust in my rich Father
to send me the remainder. He knows how much will be needed ; and
if He inclines the hearts of any dear friends to help me in this new
work for Him, I shall very gratefully accept their assistance. But I
shall ‘beg’ only of Him, and there will be no Concerts, or Bazaars,
or worldly entertainments of any sort to share in the erection of
BevLar Baprist CEHAPEL, BEXHILL-ON-SEA !

We are not going to “beg” (except from the Lord) for the
thousands of pounds that will be required for the Chapel; but we
think it right to tell our Master’s stewards of this good investment
for any money of His that is in their custody, and we shall be devoutly
thankful to Him, and to them, if the whole amount is speedily con-
tributed. Though the building is not to be called, *“C. H. Spurgeon
Memorial Chapel,” that is exactly what it will be; and another place
for the preaching of the gospel is, we believe, just what ke would
choose as his most fitting memorial if he could be consulted. There
must be, in various parts of the world, many thousands of persons
converted through the beloved preacher’s Sermons, and an innumer-
able company who have been for years spiritually fed by his discourses.
If a1n of these will send to Pastor J. S. Hockgy, ‘ Beulah,” Bexhill-
on-Sea, Sussex, or to Mgrs. SpurcEoN, ¢ Westwood,” Beulah Hill,
Upper Norwood, London, whatever the Lord inclines them to give as
a token of loving gratitude for her dear husband’s ministry, the work
will soon be accomplished, souls will be saved, and God will be
glorified.
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JANUARY, 1898.

Jesaons from Fount Febo,

AN UNPUBLISHED SERMON BY C. H. SPURGEON, DELIVERED AT NEW
PARK STREET CHAPEL, SOUTHWARK, ON A LORD'S-DAY EVENING IN
1855. FORWARDED BY PASTOR T. W. MEDHURST, CARDIFF.*

‘“ And the Lorp spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying, Get thee up into this
mountain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is over
against Jericho; and behold the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of
Jerael for a possession: and die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be gathered
unto thy people.”"—Deuteronomy xxxii. 48—50.

HERE is no spot in the Holy Land that is not full of
04 marvellous interest. There walked the feet of our Divine
)| Redeemer; there the great events which preceded and
©A| succeeded the declaration of the gospel had their arena.

2l In Jewish history, methinks, Mount Nebo must have
been one of the most notable spots. It stood just as a boundary
mountain between the people in the wilderness and the people
settled in Canaan. It was when the children of Israel reached
this mountain, and when their leader had climbed to its summit, and

* Is it not most appropriate that this sermon by Mr. Spurgeon should appear in ‘‘ his
own Magazine * for the first time, and that without any human plan or design, on the
anniversary of the month in which ke also ascended into the mount Nebo?® The
beatific vision he so graphically described in the year 1855, may he not really have
been seeing it during the ever-memorable month of January, 1892,—the month at the
close of which he was privileged to enter into the Promised Land. and to join in the
anthem sung by the heavenly choristers, ‘‘ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power,
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever” ?
When, dear reader, shall we be among them ?—T. W. M. 1
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there died, that the people were permitted to enter into that goodly
land which Jehovah had sworn should be their inheritance for ever.

To the Christian, also, mount Nebo is full of interest. He looks on
0ld Testament history in the light of the New Testament; he sees in
all the types and shadows of the old law prefigurings of the gospel
dispensation. In the deeds of olden times, he sees the pictures and
prophecies of the great deeds of the New Covenant. Let us go then
unto mount Nebo, and learn there certain gospel lessons.

I. WE LEARN FROM MOUNT NEBO THE WEAKNESS OF THE LAW.
Moses had to ¢ die in the mount.”

When we see mount Sinai, we see the law magnified ; for Sinai is
covered in smoke, and bounds are set round about the mountain of
the Lord, and from the summit thereof He thunders in awful majesty.
We go away with the loftiest notions concerning the law, and we are
overwhélmed with terror at the thought that God has declared it with
His own lips. 'We descend into the plains, and there we see Moses,
the representative of the law, with a face so calm, and yet so stern
and just, that we are almost ready to fall down before him, feeling
that, with his shining countenance, the place whereon he stands is
holy ground.

‘We follow him in all his movements during the forty years in the
wilderness, and we perceive that he acts with such wisdom and such
power, that we are ready to say, < If this be the law, and if Moses be
1ts representative, what more can we desire ?”’ There we view the
hosts of Israel marching through the desert, with steady tramp,
every tribe in its ordained place. We do not see the tribe of Judah
occupying the place of the tribe of Reuben, nor the tribe of Dan
usurping the position which belongs to Simeon. When the trumpets
blow, the people march; when the pillar of cloud stops, the people
pitch their tents. There is never a dispute as to situation. Here is
the spot where such a tribe must make its encampment, and there is
the spot marked out for another. Everything is in order; and whether
on the march or encamped, they are always prepared for the attacks
of the enemy, should he fall upon them. These men were raw, undis-
ciplined people, who came out of Egypt without having been trained
as soldiers; and, as they had suffered under a despotism, they were
all the more likely torebel. How marvellous, then, that Moses should
have been able to bring such a nation into a condition of order!
Again we are ready to exclaim, ‘‘What better leader do we want
than Moses, who can thus transform a race of slaves into an orderly
army of mighty warriors? What more do we want? Is not Moses
sufficient, and more than sufficient? You tell us of the gospel; but
what want we with that? Is not the law sufficient for all purposes?
Does it not accomplish all that could be desired ? ”

So says the Moralist, *“ See how orderly law and morality can make
a people! Without law, they had become a race of wild beasts, with-
out order, without system, beyond control ; but give them law, teach
them meekly to obey, and how orderly they act, with what strict
propriety they live!” In like fashion talk the Puseyite and the
Ritualist, *“ See how regularly our people go to church; mark how
attentive they are to all the rubrics! Don’t they all contribute a piece
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of holly at Christmas, to decorate their crmurcm ? See how ready they
are to turn toward the East! Mark how they all bow at the name of
Jesus! Do not the boys of the church school touch their hats to the
squire and parson? Do not all the girls curtsey when they see the
clergyman? What more do you want? Is not the law sufficient ?
Preach morality ; teach the rules and ceremonies of #s church, then the
nation will become all you can desire!”” The truth i8, when we look
at these things, we are apt to say, ‘ Yes, yes, certainly it all appears
very well from your standpoint!” Just as, when we see Moses
ordering the people, and leading them through the wilderness, we
think, “ Ah! it is all so excellent.”” Zhe Secularist next comes up, and
he says, ¢ Sir, it is all very well for you to tell your people not to
steal, not to commit adultery, and not to swear ; all these things are
proper, and necessary for keeping them in order while they are here
in this world; go on teaching the law, and you shall have our Tespect.
We will give you an article in  The Reasoner,” and publish your
portrait as being a first-rate secular minister, because you so eloquently
preach the things which will benefit man while traveilin g through the
wilderness. 7 do not care about the gospel, neither do we require
it; we are in this world at present, and we want something which suits
us 1n this world. "'We do not want to be told about the world to come ;
this world is enough for us.” So still, you see, it comes to this in the
end, Moses is after all quite enough for many people. There is no
need for Joshua, or for JEsus, in the view of the moralist, the legalist,
the ceremonialist, and the seculariss.

Now come with me unto mount Nebo, and there you will see that
the law is not syfficient. Ah, Moses! thou couldst right well lead the
children of Israel through the wilderness, thou couldst form this un-
disciplined host into a regular army, thou couldst control them, thou
couldst do all this as a prophet of the Most High God; no one was
equal to thee as a king in Jeshurun; but now, Moses, thou failest ;
thou has led the people to the brink of Jordan, but thou canst lead
them no further. Moses, thou must “ die in the mount whither thou
goest up, and be gathered unto thy people.” Without a Joshua, what
is now to be done to lead the people through the floods of Jordan to
the inheritance on the further shore ?

Thus we learn the doctrine that, while law and true morality may
have a tendency to keep men in order, and to enable them to go
through the wilderness, and, sometimes, with some degree of holiness
and comfort to themselves, yet there is another land beyond the flood,
and the law fails to lead men thither. On the ground of law alone, no
man can see the face of God and live ; no man can approach Him who
‘“is a consuming fire.” Moses may lead Israel to the borders of the
wilderness ; the law may conduct us to the very verge of Jordan ; yea,
the law may bring us so near, by carnal security, that we may even
dream of being admitted within the gates of Heaven. We may,
confiding in our observance of the law, become so calm in our con-
science, that we may imagine ourselves to be as pure as God’s holy
angels. An unconverted man may, even on his death-bed, look
forward to eternal bliss; but, alas! he is looking forward in delusion,
he is expecting that which can never be accomplished. Moses cannot,
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anyhow, conduct any sinner into Heaven; he cannot, by any means,
lead the sinner into the Promised Land of Canaan above. Ye, who
are seeking to obtain Heaven by your obedience, learn that your
obedience will not serve you when you come to die. In the next
world, it will not be our obedience, but the obedience of Christ Jesus,
that will avail us; it will not be our doing, or our believing, our
living, or our suffering; it will be Christ’s living and Christ’s
suffering which must serve our turn in eternity. Our good works
may go as far as the edge of Jordan, but on mount Nebo they
must die ; and therse, our boasted morality will be but as the baseless
fabric of a vision, which swiftly fades away. Rely, therefore, no
longer on Moses; but seek Jesus. He will be your Leader into the
Land of Promise.

II. O~ ymounTt NEBO, A DEATH-BLOW WAS GIVEN TO SUPERSTITION.
There Moses died, and the Lord buried him; ‘“but no man knoweth
of his sepulchre unto this day.”

The Romanist, you know, tries to keep the bones of his * saints.”
He puts them in various places where they may prove attractive, and
there he exhibits them for the admiration of the deluded and misled
multitude, professing to believe that by these bones of the saints there
can be wrought cures and miracles. On the spot where a reputed
saint is buried, they set up a high altar, and perform masses, and to
such places pilgrims resort. They say, ‘“Should not the place where
this good man died be honoured ? Should not his bones be held in
reverence? May not good be done by such things? Did they not
take unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons from the body of Paul,
and were not miracles wrought by them ? (Acts xix. 12.) And is it
not likely that by the bones of the saints good may be done ?”

The answer to this is, that on mount Nebo there died a man who
had never an equal among the human race.* Except the Lord Jesus,
there was never a man of woman born equal in all respects to Moses.
If there be a character which approximates very nearly to our idea of
perfection, it is that of Moses. It is well-nigh impossible to detect
any lack of virtue, or any deficiency in the character of Moses. He
was remarkable for his meekness; but he was quite as remarkable for
his justice, his humility, his self-denial, his desire to give up everything,
“ esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt” (Hebrews xi. 26). There was never another mere man to whom
Moses could be counted second ; was it then not natural that, when he
died, a costly tomb should be erected to his memory? Was it not
natural that Ads dones should be preserved ? ¢ Joseph, when he died,
gave commandment concerning his bones ”’ (Hebrews xi. 22). Why
not, then, preserve the bones of Moses? Why not carry them into the
promised land ? 'What potency there would have been in those bones
to drive out the Canaanites! With the bones of Moses in the midst
of the army, woe unto the Philistines! In seasons of drought, would
not the bones of Moses have brought down rain from Heaven?
Might not his bones have restored hearing to the deaf, and sight to

* See Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, No. 1,966, “The Death of Moses," also The
Sword and the Trowel, February, 1893, pages 50— 54.
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the blind ? But the Lord did not leave such a temptation in the way
of a superstitious and fickle race like Israel of old. He did not permit
them to reverence the dead body of Moses, he did not even allow them
to know where Moses was buried. They could not worship his hody,
for the Lord God Himself buried him in asecret sepulchre in a valley
in the land of Moab.

" This was a death-blow to superstition. Israel of old were a super-
stitious people. The brazen serpent, which Moses lifted up in the
wilderness, that the serpent-bitten might look upon it, and be healed,
was, in the days of Hezekiah, used for the purposes of superstitious
worship. ¢ The children of Israel did burn incense to it ; ” therefore
Hezekiah, in righteous indignation, called it ‘¢ Nehushtan’—a piece of
brass, and brake it in pieces, in his zeal for the Jehovah of hosts
(2 Kings xviii. 4). Thus this ““ precious relic’’ was destroyed, because
by means of it the children of Israellapsed into idolatry, If the Spirit
of Truth were ever to enter into the Church of Rome, what a bonfire
would be made of all her relics! The ‘“old cast clouts and old
rotten rags ” and broken bones would all be brought out, and burned
in the streets, as the Ephesians ‘‘ brought their books together, and
burned them before all men” (Acts xix. 19). Happy for Rome, and happy
for the world at large, the dawning of the day when her superstitions —
worse than the superstitions of Greece and Egypt,—shall be destroyed,
and she shall turn unto the Loxrd, if ever that day shall dawn! We
fear such a day will not dawn; and if it come not, we know that
assuredly God has threatened Rome that He will cast her into the
flood of His wrath, and sink her and all her allies like a millstone, to
rise no more for ever. Let the summit of mount Nebo, therefore,
teach us this truth, that our God will not have us pay superstitious
reverence to departed men. He himself buried Moses, and placed his
dead body out of the reach of those who would seek it to do it
Teverence.

III. From mount Nebo learn another important lesson. Moses
had led the children of Israel through the wilderness; and, though he
himself was not to dwell in the promised land, it was his privilege to
see it from the mountain of Nebo, from the top of Pisgah, and to
rejoice in it, though he himself had to die without entering therein.
Our lesson, then, shall be this: WE, wWHO SERVE THE LORD, ARE
HELPING IN OUR HUMBLE MEASURE TO LEAD THE PEOPLE OF GOD THROUGH
THE WILDERNESS,

There is a promised land, there is a better age, and it is drawing
nigh. Athousand promisesare bringing itupontheir wings. Bright with
glory, the promises are all ready for their fulfilment; even now, the
sun that is to lighten every land has begun to tinge the horizon with
its grey dawn, and you and I have been hoping, and are hoping still,
that we may live to see the dawn of the millennium, when Jesus shall
stand in the latter days upon the earth, in the midst of His waiting
people. It is sometimes our fond hope that our ears may hear—

‘ The song of Jubilee,
Loud as mighty thunders roar,
Or the fulness of the sea,
‘When it breaks upon the shore.”
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We have perhaps flattered ourselves that, ere these eyes are sealed
in the darkness of the tomb, they shall see the King in His glory, our
Redeemer in person standing upon this earth. This has sometimes
been our day-dream. We have thought this, and more than this;
we have thought that, before our hairs are whitened with age, before
our frame has lost its strength, before it yieldsitself to death, we shall
see the happy halcyon days wherein the gospel shall prevail, wherein
the sound of war shall be silenced, wherein the outpouring of floods
of blood shall be stayed ; when every idol shall be cast down from its
throne, and Rome shall be hurled from her seven hills, and
Mahomet’s crescent shall no more cast its baleful light across the
nations. Beloved, we may never see these glorious times; on our
tombs the epitaph may be written, ¢ These all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise.  These all died in faith, not
having recetved the promises.” Well, if we may not live to enter into
that land of promise, if we must die before the Lord comes to reign
triumphantly from the river to the ends of the earth, let it be our
consolation that we can—

“ Climb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o’er.”

Even now, I stand by faith a preacher of the Word in troublous times,
when sin and wickedness overflow the land; and, by faith, I look
through the centuries which may roll away before those happy days
shall arrive, yet I see in vision the days when the Son of man shall
reign upon this earth, when the helmet shall hang idly in the hall,
and the spear shall no longer be used for the purposes of destruction.
I see the earth ploughed with the sword with which man once slew
his fellow-man, and the vine pruned with the lance which was once
imbrued with blood. I see the whole earth become one glorious
temple of the living God, and upon the very bells of the horses is
written, “ Holiness unto the Lord.”” I see all nations, like kindred
drops, melting into the one common sea of humanity. I see monarchs
and their thrones dashed to pieces as a potter’s vessel. I see the
stone, ‘“cut out without hands,” become a great mountain, filling the
whole earth with joy and happiness, such as no time has ever seen,
except that happy time before man disobeyed his Maker. I see
a new Heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.
Hark! I hear the universal anthem. The dwellers in the rocks and
the inhabitants of the vales shout to each other in joyous songs. I
hear every kindred and every tribe unite, and there breathes not a
human being who does not use his lips for song, there beats not a
heart that is not full of gratitude, there gleams not an eye that is not
brightened with joy because the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.
¢ Hallelujah!” Let the word echo round the earth and the main.
Children of God, often think of these glorious times. Chant the lay
of the future; do not always lament the past, or denounce the present.
Sometimes anoint your eyes with eye-salve, and look into the future,
and anticipate its triumphs; and, meanwhile, buckle on your harness,
grasp your sword with a tighter grip than ever, and afresh go forth
to do battle with sin and with iniquity, remembering that the battle is
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the Lord’s, and that the issue of the fight will be eternal victory for
the great Captain of our salvation.

1V. From mount Nebo learn yet another lesson. IF WE ARE THE
CHILDREN OF (30D, WE MAY EXPECT, EVEN WHILE ON EARTH, TO HAVE
views oF HEAVEN.

Moses, ere he died in the mount whither he had gone up, beheld
the land of Canaan, which Jehovah had promised to * give unto the
children of Israel for a possession.”” So, even here, we sometimes
have views of Heaven ; but specially may we have such views when
we are hard by the narrow stream of death. Dying Christians, when
the solemn hour approaches, frequently have, on a sudden, a great
stillness come over them, like the quiet of the Sabbath eve in some
far-off dell where the hum of cities can never reach. You look at the
dying saint, and you mark something about him that is unearthly,
and you eagerly listen, for he begins to talk in a different style from
that in which he has ever spoken before. ¢ Hark!” he exclaims,
¢« did you not hear that?” ¢ No,” you answer, ‘I heard nothing;
what was it ?” The dying Christian says, ‘I thought I heard music,
sweeter than any I had ever listened to before; what can it be?”
And then he exclaims, ‘‘Oh, yes; yonder they are, there! There!
There theyare!” You ask, * What are they ?” He replies, *“1know
not ; they seem as though they were the angels of God come to convoy
me to Heaven.” Does the departing believer really see those bright
beings ? Or, is he dreaming, is he delirious, is his mind wandering ?
No, he is still in his clear and natural senses, and in their full posses-
sion, too. Hearken again, for he speaks once more, * Yes, Isee it ! Oh,
glory, how bright thou art; how sweet thou art! I am dying! I
feel that I am dying; yet it seems not like dying, I am just beginning
to live. Heaven is coming down to me. I am going up to Heaven.”
I might repeat many more of the sayings that have been thus uttered
by God’s children; they are something more than uninspired. I feel
quite certain that many of those who die in the Lord have seen Heaven
before they have reached its golden gates. They have heard
Heaven's melodies. They have almost, even while here, joined in the
Heavenly worship. It seems as if the Lord does sometimes take
away the veil which hides from us the unseen. Just as the spirit
stands on the verge of eternity, sunlight has streamed into the eyes of
the dying saints; they have climbed to the top of mount Nebo, and
they have seen the Heavenly landscape spread out before them.

Let us at times go, and take a view of the Promised Land. Come,
Christian brother, you and I must die; there is the stream of Jordan,
and we must pass through it ; what have we to hope for on the other
side of the flood ? 'When we were singing just now, I took notice of
one of our brethren in the Lord, a member of this church, whom I
know to be very poor; and he was singing,—

‘On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand,
And cast a wistful eye
To Canaan's fair and happy land,
‘Where my possessions lie.”

I was thinking to myself, how very strange it seems and yet how
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marvellously true, from that poor man's lips! He is singing about his
“ possessions ”’, though he never had a rood of ground in his life that
he could call his own ; and at this moment he has not a solitary piece
of gold belonging to him; his purse is empty, yet he sings of his
possessions,—
““Canaan’s fair and happy land,
Where my possessions lie.”

Yet it was no rhapsody; it was concerning a great truth our poor
brother sang. If we are believers on the Lord Jesus Christ, beyond
the narrow stream of death there lie our possessions. Mark their
length and breadth; canst thou tell the length and breadth of that
Heaven which consists in the Saviour manifesting Himself to thee
without a veil between ? Canst thou dream of the bliss of that
land, the blessedness of which consists in communion with the Father,
with the Son, and with the Holy Spirit? Canst thou conceive of the
innumerable company of angels thou wilt see welcoming thee, when
thou sittest in the general assembly and Church of the first-born,
whose names are written in Heaven ? It only needs that one dying
gasp to put thee with the noble army of martyrs, with the glorious
band of conquerors. Look on the other side of the narrow stream of
death, and see thy Saviour throned in light. There, by His side, is an
empty throne waiting for thee. There is the crown already fashioned
ready to fit thy head. There is the white robe made ready to array
thee. See you not some there who will be glad to welcome you to that
blessed land? Mothers, there are your departed children; widows,
there are your lamented husbands, waiting to again clasp your hand ;
children, there are your venerable parents who have gone before you.
Oh! what happy meetings with those who have gone before us, when
we shall thus see them again, and they will receive us into their arms
with an eternal embrace! Yes, we shall see them, for they are not
lost, but only gone before us a little while. On Nebo’s mount, even
now we seem to be within hail of them; even now we can imagine
them replying to our signals.

‘¢ E'en now by faith we join our hands
‘With those who went before ;
And greet the blood-besprinkled bands
On the eternal shore.”

But it is not only your friends and relations whom you will see in
Heaven ; there are others, those great ones who were so much admired
when here on earth. You have read the marvellous story of Zhe
Pilgrim’s Progress ; there, you shall see the glorious dreamer himself,
dear John Bunyan. There, you shall see Milton, who on earth praised
his God in soul-transporting periods. There, you shall see those great
ones who carried light into the darkness,—the grand Reformers of a
wicked age. Martin Luther, John Calvin, Philip Melancthon, and
Ulric Zwingle, shall greet you on that eternal shore. Soon we shall
meet with those we have loved, with those who founded our church,
with those who preached in our pulpits, with those who knelt by our
bedsides in the hour of sickness, and who have themselves ascended
to our Father and their Father, to our God and their God.
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If, by faith, you can go one step further, you will remember that, if
you stand on mount Nebo’s summit, the sweetest view you will have
will be fo sec yourself there ! There is a way of giving one’s self a
double life. I know that I am here; but it is easy for me, even now,
to transport myself to Heaven in imagination,—nay, not merely in
imagination; but, as it were, to foretaste its enjoyments in the
conception that I am there. Christian, can you see yourself in
Heaven? Can you see yourself made rich beyond all dreams of
wealth ? Canst thou conceive upon thy head a crown which doth
outshine the stars, a golden harp in thy hand, sandals of light on thy
feet, and a body which glistens like the sun,—not poor flesh and blood
like this,—but akin to cherubim and seraphim, and such mighty
spirits as surround the throne of Immanuel? Canst thou not even now
see thyself in the bosom of thy Saviour ? Canst thou not hear thyself
saluted by His glad welcome, ¢ Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ” ?
Canst thou not see thyself sitting down with angels, and feasting
with the spirits of just men made perfect? If thou canst, thou hast
such a heart’s ease that thou mayest return to thy house, and to thy
business ; and losses, and crosses, and sorrows, and griefs innumerable
may befall thee, but these shall all appear lighter than feathers: for
now thou canst say, as thou couldst never have said before thou hadst
this glorious vision, “ I have a building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. I know that, when this earthly house
of my tabernacle shall be dissolved, I shall dwell with God in a city
which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God.”

Now may the Lord be pleased to give repentance to all those that
fear Him not! Such a sermon as this seems as if it would not be of
much use to sinners; but I think the old Puritan was not far from
being right when he said, ‘*“ When you talk about such sweet things,
they set poor sinners’ mouths watering after them.”” May it be so
with you just at this moment! I close with that passage of sacred
Scripture which the Holy Spirit has so often employed as a glorious
key to unlock the doubts of seeking souls : ‘“ This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners.” If now you desire to escape from hell, to be saved
from your sins, and to go to Heaven, ‘“ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The Lord help thee to believe on
Jesus by His Holy Spirit! Believe, and be saved. Amen.

Our Dlma  Flater,

REMINISCENCES OF THE PASTORS' COLLEGE,

EADERS of the ‘ Notes '’ in the November and December Sword
and Trowel will remember that we promised to devote space, this.
year, for records of reminiscences of the Pastors’ College. One which
was sent to Mrs. Spurgeon is so touching, and so appropriate to this
memorial month of January, that we let it stand alone as a most
fitting introduction to the series.
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A DreEaM THAT WAS MoRrRE Tunan A DREAM,

I do not usually attach much importance to dreams; but do you
not think that the Lord sometimes speaks to His people in visions of
the night? Three weeks ago, I had a singularly vivid dream of the
dear President ; and the blessing which it brought me then is as fresh
and vivifying now as it was the moment I received it.

I dreamed that it was the beginning of Conference week ; and we
had joined in the great prayer-meeting at the Tabernacle, at which
the beloved President presided, and in which he uttered words of glad
welcome to the brethren. It was a season of special power in prayer,
and a good augury for the meetings of the week. I thought that, at
the close of the meeting, when the greater part of the audience had
dispersed, about a hundred of us went on to the lower platform to
grasp his hand, and to hear his cheery ¢ How are you, brother?”
He was standing in the centre of the group,—like a father amongst
his sons,—his face illumined with spiritual brightness. I was standing
by his left side. He said, ¢ Brethren, I vote that we have an
experience meeting. I'll begin, Brother Bailey shall follow, and we
will go round, each of us giving a few words of testimony as to our
experience of the secret of success in the Master's work.” He then
spoke as follows:—*‘ I have been preaching the gospel for nearly
forty years, and my theme all the while has been, ¢ None but Christ/
None but Christ !’ 1f these Tabernacle walls could speak, they would
bear their testimony that ¢ Jesus only’ has been uplifted here. I have
never stepped aside from this theme for a moment. Jesus saved me,
and I have seen the power of His gospel in the salvation of tens of
thousands.” Then, with eyes uplifted, he repeated that verse we have
8o often heard him utter,—

‘¢ F'er since by faith I saw the stream
His flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has heen my theme,
And shall be till T die.”

“ Brethren,” said he, in closing, * stick to the old gospel. Be
faithful until the end.” He then asked me to give my testimony, and
in my lowly way I told the brethren that for twenty years I had been
preaching the gospel, and ‘“ the old, old story”’ was dearer to me than
ever. All the brethren spoke in the same strain, and then someone
spontaneously struck up *‘ The College Anthem '—

“ Hallelujah for the Cross!”

The singing awoke me, and to my surprise I found myself, not in the
Tabernacle, but resting peacefully in bed. At first, I wept at the
remembrance that his place on earth is empty; but everything in the
dream was so real, and so vivid, that it was the means of great
blessing, and I have not preached since without thinking of it, and
without breathing the silent prayer, ‘O Lord, keep me ever under
the shadow of the cross!”

Leyton, E. G. T. BAwEY.
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s €. B Spurgeon's Tork-room,

TO begin with, before I speak of the work, I must give you some
idea of the room itself, and of its surroundings; and I desire
to present it as so fair a picture, that you may think it worthy to be
hung in the chamber of your memory, to remind you, if need be, of
the blessed service for the servants of God, which, day by day, is
carried on within its walls. This month, we shall only get as far as
looking out of the window, for all things within and without the house,
animate and inanimate, are so dear and sacred to me, that the tempta-
tion to linger long over their description will be hard to resist ; but
well knowing how precious space is in these pages, I have made up
my mind to take a hint from the serial story-tellers, who leave off
when one begins to feel some interest in the tale, and append the
legend,—*¢ 706 be continued.”

Enter with me, then, dear friends, my much-loved work-room.
It is a pleasant little apartment, with wide windows overlooking a
green and sloping lawn, smooth and soft as velvet when the skies
are generous and gracious; but in times of drought, such as we
experienced last summer, truth compels me to say it loses much of its
colour and beauty, and looks as if we were trying to cultivate an
extensive area of cocoa-nut matting! This lawn is fringed by many
choice trees, and among them, but advancing further on to the green-
sward, by reason of its dignified character and size, is a grand and
well-grown Cedar of Lebanon. This king of the forest—though per-
haps but a poor specimen of those royal giants which the psalmist
called ‘‘the trees of the Lord”—is the delight of my eyes when, at a
certain time, its branches bear on their flat surface an exquisite
efflorescence of tiny golden-green cones, which cover the old tree with
youthful beauty, and seem to deck and drape him in gala garments.
Not less fair and beautiful does he look in winter, after a heavy fall
of snow, for then, each big branch, burdened with its weight of
crystal treasure, bends lowlily towards the earth as if seeking sup-
port,—a sweet suggestive picture of a Christian, humbled under a
sense of God’s overwhelming mercies.

Opposite to us, as we stand looking forth from the window, are two
silver birches, which, last year, faded into exceptional loveliness.
Each delicate leaf turned to an amber tint, and when the sunbeams
glinted athwart them, as they swayed to and fro in the breeze, and at
last fell fluttering to the ground, it was as if they were disrobing
themselves of garments woven of cloth of gold. Some Christian lives
resemble these trees,—more glorious in the end than in the beginning,
fairest and most lovely when their work is over, and they are preparing
to enter ‘‘ the rest that remaineth.”

A little to the left, in one of the clumps of shrubbery, we see the
Syringa, which once taught me so precious a lesson of perseverance.®
It still towers proudly above the hawthorn bush from which it rises,
and is now preparing its store of sweet white blooms to fill the air

* See Westwood Leaflets, No. 10 (Passmore & Alabaster).
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with perfume when the summer comes again. Not far from this,
right among the firs, and beeches, and oaks, and chestnuts, one apple-
tree has been planted ; and in the autumn, when loaded with beautiful
fruit, it presents a curious contrast to its many neighbours, who,
though tall and prosperous, can show ‘mnothing but leaves.” I
wounder whether, some day, I could write a little parable about it,—
I must try. Meanwhile, I can never see it without remembering that,
when the Bridegroom in the Song of Songs whispered tenderly to
His spouse, ‘‘ As the lily among thorns, so is My love among the
daughters,” her sweet response was, ‘‘ds the apple-tree among the trees
of the wood, so is my Beloved among the sons.”
(To be continued.)
® * * *

PersovarL Nores.—It is a very touching fact that, for many of
“our own men’’ who are abroad, it is even now difficult to realize
that their “peerless President’ is not still in the flesh, but has
indeed passed into ¢‘ the excellent glory.” To them, all things seem
to go on as aforetime. New books from his prolific pen are issuing
from the press, and go across the seas to them as Conference gifts;
they receive and read the weekly sermons as constantly as if his dear
lips were speaking every Sabbath; the Sword and Trowel comes to
them regularly with his grand teaching still fresh upon its pages ;—
they are too far away to see the empty chair, and listen in vain for
the tender voice, and miss the familiar presence as we do; and so it
is no wonder that many of them tell me, ‘it sometimes seems
impossible to believe that we have lost him,”

Ah, how these words moved my heart when I read them! ¢ Tost
him ! No, we have nof lost him ; we have but given him back to
the Lord for safe and blessed keeping till we also shall be called from
grace to glory. I never willingly permit myself to think of him as
‘““lost ”” to me; for if I did, my life, instead of being a ¢ service of
song ”’ as God would have it, would be but a dismal dirge, full of
mourning, lamentation, and wce. My beloved and I are parted,
certainly ; but he is only ¢ on Christ's other side” ; and it is but a
step from my mortal life to that immortality of which he is already
the blissful possessor. May God forgive me if there is any sin in
feeling that Heaven is more precious and attractive since he whom I
80 loved on earth has entered its glorious precincts. If, while we are
still in the flesh, and bearing ‘‘ the image of the earthy ’’', our thoughts
of our eternal home are too much tinged with the fair colours of
human love and longing, I think our dear Lord will not chide us, for
““He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are dust,” and He
understands our need of having * the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him " revealed unto us by His Spirit. But I believe
that, when we are freed from this body of sin and death, when we
“bear the image of the Heavenly,” we shall find, with. rapture
inconceivable, that our earthly love, purified and made holy, is as
eternal as the God of love Himself, and that we shall ““ clasp inseparable
hands” with our beloved ones, on the shores of that land where
‘“ there shall be no more death.”
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‘When the dear Lord sees that I need a crumb of comfort, or a
cordial of encouragement in my work, He often sends a stranger
with it. The following little note from a ‘‘ Welsh sister’’ brought
both meat and drink to me one day when my heart was faint and
weary. ‘‘ Dear Mrs. Spurgeon,” she wrote, ¢ I enclose a postal order
¢ For General Use in the Lord’s Work,’ as a thankoffering to God for
again giving me His peace, though I feel the constant need of being
¢ anointed with fresh oil.’ I cannot express in words the blessing I
receive from your ‘Personal Notes.” May the Lord give you
strength and life, for many years, to carry on this service for Him ! T
am glad to say I have already found four friends to purchase your
forthcoming book, and I hope to cheer your heart a little by telling
you this.

““Your Lovine WELsE SisTER.”

* * * *

One or two items of foreign work will be sure to call forth praise
to God from the hearts of those who are longing for the coming of
His kingdom upon earth. To my great delight and satisfaction, the
Lord has opened the way for the introduction of His servant’s ser-
mons into AusTRIaN Poranp! Not only so, but No. 1,500, < Lifting
up the Brazen Serpent,”—I always like to begin a campaign by
hoisting ¢his standard,—is already translated, paid for, and by the
time this paragraph is read, 5,000 copies will have been distributed
among the people of that land.

The Protestant pastor, who kindly undertook the work of transla-
tion, writes to me thus :—‘ Accept my own and my countrymen’s very
best thanks for the kindness and sympathy you have shown in
enabling us to print and publish your sainted husband’s sermons in
Polish for the spiritual benefit of our people. Be sure you have done
a very good work; the Christians here are worthy of your gift, and
greatly appreciate it. I myself preach the gospel to a congregation
who come a long way to hear the Word of Life; and when I informed
them of your letter and your gift, I saw many eyes fill with tears,
and the entire audience rose to express their deep thankfulness and
joy. So you may imagine how eagerly they will read dear Mr.
Spurgeon’s words in their own language.”

Centuries ago, the Protestants in Austria were almost extirpated
by the terrible persecutions of the Roman Catholic emperors; a few
hid themselves in the forests and caves of their mountainous country,
and from this hunted little flock have descended the fifty or sixty
thousand Protestants now living in the province of Silesia. They
are nearly all exceedingly poor, for their ancestors lost all their
property ; they were able to save only their lives and their faith.
There is very little Christian reading in the language; and if any
were obtainable, they would be unable to purchase it. Think what
it must mean to them, to have a copy of this precious sermon given
to them freely. I must tell you, concerning the good Dr. Pindor, who
translates for me, that, a few years ago, he did not know a word of
English; but, much desiring to come into contact with British
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Christians, he resolved to learn their language, and, as he could not
obtain a teacher, he did without one, and can now read any English
book, and write an almost perfectly correct English letter. ¢ God’s
grace helped me,” he says; and I am sure that testimony is true.

Do you not rejoice with me, dear friends, in another open door for
this blessed work ? Can you not plainly see the Lord’s hand working
marvellously in this matter of the translation of the dear Pastor’s
discourses ? Opportunities stand waiting for me to accept them ; and
almost as soon as one is embraced with joy, another is ready to be
welcomed also. I can but wonder and adore!

* * * *

A Baptist missionary, home from Inpra on furlough, brought
confirmation of the good news I gave you, some time since, that
The Treasury of David is being translated into Bengali,—slowly, but
surely. A portion of it appears every month in a Magazine entitled
The Christian Friend, and when the requisite number of parts is
completed, a volume will be published. Four copies of these
pamphlets are on my table; and though I cannot read the language,
I can tell, by certain marks my friend has made, where my beloved’s
work commences in each number. I have also the portrait of the
translator, an educated native, who has already translated several
works from English into Bengali, notably a ¢ Life of Dr. Carey.”
I am assured that he is quite competent for such an important task,
and there is no doubt the translation of the book will be an immense
boon to the Bengali Christian community, and to the cause of Christ
in that land.

* * * *

¢ PErsoNaL NoTes” on a TEXT.
“ The Lord GoD will wipe away tears from off all faces.’—Isa. xxv. 8.

Come, all ye sorrowful, mourning souls, and see what a fair pearl
of promise your God has brought to light for you, out of the very
depths of the sea of your affliction. Here is an assurance so in-
expressibly tender, a fact so blessed and joyful, that you can hardly
regret the weeping which is to enlist such divine sympathy and
consolation.

Come, and we will together—for I also am a mourner,—look into
this precious Word of our God; we will dwell upon its unspeakable
love, we will think upon its gentle pity, till our tears catch its soft
radiance, and glisten with the beauty of the ‘‘rainbow round about
the throne.”

I have sometimes wondered whether that glorious arch, encircling.
the very throne of God, can be typical of the transformation of earth’s
sorrows into Heavenly joys,—a lovely symbol of the shining of God’s
pardoning love upon the rain of tears from mortal eyes, for sin, and
suffering, and death. There can be no rainbow without showers,
you know, and certainly there can be no weeping in Heaven; so,
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may it not be that the Lord has put this ‘ appearance of the bow that
is in the cloud in the day of rain’ in His high and holy place, as a
token to us that all the tears we shed on earth are reflected up in
Heaven, and gleam there in fair colours, as the light of His love to
us in Christ Jesus falls tenderly upon them? ¢‘I have seen thy
tears,” He says; ‘‘they shall all be wiped away some day.”

How often are we constrained to cry, ‘‘Mine eyes do fail with
tears”’ for the siz which still rises up with terrible force in our heart,
and how constantly have we to weep over the evil which is present
with us! Such tears are mute but eloquent witnesses of our repent-
ance toward God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and no jewels
can be so comely and precious in His sight as the tears of a sinner
for his sin. Yet these tears shall all be wiped away some day.

The salt drops which steal down our cheeks through physical
suffering,—wrung from our eyes by mortal pain and weakness, are all
seen by our loving Lord ; they are put into His bottle, His purpose
concerning them shall be manifest when their mission is accomplished,
and then the source from whence they sprang shall be for ever dried
up. * God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”

And with what inconceivable tenderness shall the bitter tears cansed
by ber¢avement be wiped away when we get home! Here, the deep
waters of our sorrow seem to be assuaged for a little while, only to
burst forth again with greater power to deluge our hearts with the
memory of past anguish; but how completely will all traces of grief
vanish there! When we see for ourselves the glory of that land
whither our beloved ones have passed before us, our wonder will be
that we could have sorrowed at all at sparing them from life’s woes to
enter into the * fulness of joy’’ at God’s right hand.

« The Lord God will.” There is not the shadow of a doubt about
this, poor sighing soul. Not only did our Father inspire His prophet
Isaiah to speak thus assuredly, but, twice repeated, He gave the same
swoet message to the apostle John at Patmos: ‘ God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes.” As a fond mother hushes her child, as a
tender husband solaces his spouse, so, weeping one, shall thy God
comfort thee when He brings thee home, and thy consolation shall be
so complete that thou shalt * no more remember thy sorrow.”

Yes, the world is full of weeping; even Paul spoke of ¢ serving the
Lord with many tears.”’ Every heart knoweth its own bitterness, and
every heart has a bitterness to know. Sin must! bring sorrow, tears
are the inheritance of earth’s children ; but in the city whither we are
bound, ¢ God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”

Blessed be Thy dear Name, O Lord, for this ‘‘strong consolation ”,
this “ good hope through grace”, with which to begin the New Year!
Tears may, and must come; but if they gather in eyes that are con-
stantly looking up to Thee and Heaven, they will glisten with the
brightness of the coming glory. S. 8.
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XXV. Pasror Levi PauMer, TaunTon.

IX one of the most fertile valleys in England, on the way to the

Western seas, nestles historic Taunton, the county town of sunny
Somerset. Amid orchards and green pastures, with hills clothed in
verdure circling round, the old town still thrives. No mean part has
it played in the history of the country; nor did it shrink, in the old
time, from bearing its share of the brunt of the fight ‘‘for the
Protestant Religion and the liberties of England.” In the terrible
civil war, it held out stoutly for the Parliament, and twice was
defended by Robert Blake, afterwards the great Admiral of the
Commonwealth. One of its heroes at this period was Joseph Alleine,
author of the well-known treatise, An Alarm to the Unconverted. From
the gaol, where he was thrown by his persecutors, he sent many letters
addressed to his ‘“loving friends at Taunton.” In 1685, the town
enthusiastically espoused the cause of the Duke of Monmouth; and
when the overthrow came at Sedgemoor, Taunton was one of the
places on which the wrath of the Popish king was poured out to the
full. It was here that ‘“ Kirke’s Lambs” revelled in butchery; and
it was in Taunton Castle that the fierce Judge Jeffreys, having left
behind him, all over the South-West, hundreds of ironed corpses
clanking in the wind, opened the last horrible chapter of his
“Bloody Assize.” But Taunton heard the echo of .a better day,
three years after, when William of Orange unfurled at Exeter
his standard blazoned with the words quoted above, and the men
of the Western shires waved their caps and their cudgels on the
top of Haldon Hill.

All through the seventeenth century, Taunton was a stronghold of
Puritan doctrine; and though zeal sometimes outran discretion, who
will not say that, looking back, it is refreshing to find such adhesion
to principles which have done more than anything else to preserve
England from the fate of the Continent? To-day, in the ancient
town, there is an able and faithful expositor of these same doctrines
in the person of Pastor LEvi Pavver, of Albemarle Chapel, and the
success of his ministry, and still more, the attendance at his pheno-
menal Bible-class, go to show that the spirit of their sires animates
to this hour many of the men of Taunton.

The subject of our sketch was born at Cransley, Northamptonshire,
on March 28th, 1852. Cransley is three miles from the town of
Kettering,—memorable in Baptist history,—and half a mile from the
village of Broughton, where Robert Bolton, the Puritan, lived and
laboured in the seventeenth century.

The life and work of Mr. Palmer’s father are so unique in the
annals of the village Nonconformity of Northamptonshire that they
merit a few lines in this brief sketch. Our glorified President was
never tired of referring to this worthy man. Before large audiences,
he often spoke of Mr. John Palmer as the embodiment of importunity.
In the year 1869, ten thousand people assembled in the village of
Broughton to hear Mr. Spurgeon. The beloved preacher then and
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there explained that he had come in answer to 300 letters written to him
by Mr. John Palmer! This was a * red-letter day” in the history of
the little village. Kettering, Northampton, and Wellingborough sent
their thousands to hear ‘‘the Prince of Preachers.” Throughout the
district, shops were closed as on the Lord’s-day. Between the two
services, the Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle and the village
deacon spent half an hour together in devotion. Mr. Spurgeon was
so impressed with Mr. Palmer’s power in prayer that, five years after,
he called up his friend’s son, then a student in the Pastors’ College, and
said :—*“ Levi, if you pray like your father, you will kill the devil.”

For thirty years, Mr. John Palmer was deacon, treasurer, and
practically the pastor of this little Union Church, in Broughton.
Through his instrumentality, the present chapel was built; while
ministers in all parts of the country will remember his apostolic
epistles whenever he wrote to invite them to anniversary or other
gatherings. Though by vocation a gardener, ho loved to do a bit of
preaching, and delivered a short sermon every Sabbath morning, at
the above chapel, for a quarter of a century. Having served his
own generation by the will of God, he fell asleep in Jesus in the
year 1891,
2
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Levi was the youngest but one in a family of eight. The
sterling piety of a holy mother, linked with the example of so good a
father, greatly influenced him from childhood. At theage of sixteen,
he became a member of the Union Church at Broughton. The next
three years were spent in Kettering. Here he was baptized by the
late James Mursell, who was then pastor at Fuller Chapel. After
studying under the private tuition of Rev. J. B. Myers, the present
Association Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, Mr. Palmer
entered the Pastors’ College at the age of nineteen. The manner of
his admission well serves to illustrate the scrupulous care exercised by
our ever-revered President in all matters of public trust. At the age
of seventeen, Levi had been introduced to Mr. Spurgeon on the
occasion of his visit to Broughton, and Mr. Spurgeon then remarked
that “time, pudding, and grace” might make him eligible for the
College in the course of a few years. Two years after, Mr. Palmer
was preaching in a cottage in the village .of Weekley, near to
Kettering, when, in the midst of the service, he noticed a gentleman
¢“taking notes.” At the close, the critic informed the young preacher
that he had been sent by Mr. Spurgeon to find out *if he eould preach.”

During the first six weeks of Mr. Palmer’s College life, he spoke in
the back streets of the poorest part of Lambeth. Just then, that
particular district was suffering from an epidemic of small-pox, and
the young student soon fell a victim to the dread disease. After
skill and care had been exhausted, all hope of recovery was given up;
and Mr. Palmer still believes that special prayer at the Tabernacle, at
Kettering, at Broughton, and at other places, raised him from the
gates of death. After two years of study, our brother was
unanimously invited to become the pastor of Lock’s Lane Baptist
Church, Frome. Inreference to thisinvitation, Mr, Palmer says :—¢ I
shall never forget consulting Mr. Spurgeon, at Nightingale Lane,
about this ¢call.’ Tutors, fellow-students, and friends were all in
favour of my accepting. My own inclination was to accept. In less
than a quarter of an hour, Mr. Spurgeon carefully weighed all pros
and cons, reviewed the whole situation, and gave it as his opinion that
another year should be spent in College. The President evidently
saw the student’s agitation, and at once said, ‘ Let us pray together.’
He then laid the whole case before the Lord, and the power of that
prayer has been one of the mightiest factors in shaping my spiritual
history.”

In the year 1874, Mr. Palmer accepted a unanimous invitation to
the pastorate of the Baptist Church at Woodstock, Oxfordshire. Haere,
in three years, a decayed church was revived, the debt on the chapel
paid, while a new chapel was built in a neighbouring village, and
opened free of debt. Mr. Palmer received invitations to several larger
spheres; and finally, decided to accept the one sent him, in 1878, from
the Albemarle Baptist Church, Taunton. When he entered upon
his present sphere of service, he found a membership of twenty-five, a
chapel just built, having no school accommodation, but with a debt of
£700. During the past cighteen years, the debt has been paid, a
gallery added to the chapel, two new schoolrooms built, and more
than £2,000 raised for building purposes alone.
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Right through ¢ The Down-grade Controversy,” Levi Palmer never
faltered in his allegiance to the peerless President of the Pastors’
College. In the thick of the fight, a letter of loving sympathy and
hearty agreement was signed by nearly every member of the Albemarle
Church, and sent to Mr. Spurgeon. In reply to this letter, the much-
tried champion of the faith wrote :—‘‘ To you and to your Pastor,—
Peace. I thank you for your words of good cheer. I needed them,
and there they are. Pray day and night for me, and for those who
are with me in this conflict.”” Amongst the most precious treasures of
the Taunton pastor are twenty-two letters written to him by Mr.
Spurgeon. A dozen of these were penned during the great con-
troversy, and they reveal the deep sorrow which filled the heart of
this man of God, and the divine peace which anchored and sustained
his spirit amid the storm.

In the Zaunton Baptist Herald, which Mr. Palmer has issued for
eighteen years in connection with his church, what he calls ‘ the
reaction in favour of Evangelical doctrines in the Baptist Union "’ was
referred to, last May, in the following words :—*‘ Half the past month
has been spent in London, in attendance at the May Meetings of the
Baptist Union, and the Annual Conference of the Pastors’ College.
These are the first meetings of the Baptist Union I have attended
since ‘ The Down-grade Controversy.’ As I write, the words of the
beloved C. H. Spurgeon are still ringing in my ears. Speaking of
the departure from the faith, he said, ¢ If the horses had broken from
their restraint, and were running to ruin, the least that he could do
was to fling himself before them, and though it might mean death to
him, yet, if it stopped their mad descent, he should not have died in
vain.” He did die; and no one can question the fact that the great
controversy hastened his death. But the meetings of the Baptist
Union that I have just attended prove that he did not die in vain.
In all the meetings there has been visible a mighty reaction in favour
of those Evangelical doctrines which C. H. Spurgeon so loved and
taught. Modern doubt has been scouted, but modern Puritanism has
been applauded. All the cardinal truths as taught by the late C. H.
Spurgeon have been emphasized, and the advanced school of criticism
has not been able to lift up its head. Judging from what I heard,
and from what I felt, I am convinced that Mr. Spurgeon did not
protest in vain. In his death he accomplished as much as in his life.
The denomination with which he was associated all his life, and
which he loved, and for which he died, has now endorsed his action,
and enshrined his memory."”

It was during ‘“The Down-grade Controversy ” that Mr. Palmer
and Rev. John Urquhart started Zhe XHing’s Own. This Magazine
was originated for the one purpose of counteracting the drift away
from Puritanism in the present age. For four years, Mr. Palmer
threw much of his energy into this literary enterprise; and during
that time the Magazine was jointly the property and under the control
of himself and Mr. Urquhart.

In 1892, Mr. Palmer, having withdrawn his interest and manage-
ment from Zhe King’s Own, concentrated all his strength upon his
pastoral work. In addition to the usual pulpit engagements, he began
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a Bible-class for men in September, 1893. This class opened with
forty-two members. In less than three months, the membership
reached three hundred, and the class was crowded out of the lecture-
room into the chapel. From that time to the present, this wonderful
class has continued to increase, and the membership has now entered
the sixth hundred. The class is cosmopolitan in its character.
Masters, servants, tradesmen, mechanics, clerks, and literary men, all
sit side by side. Men of all creeds and of no creed, Agmostics, and
Plymouth brethren, congregate together each Sabbath for the study
of the Scriptures. The chapel is frequently filled with men only;
while strangers are always present from neighbouring places to see the
unique sight of hundreds of men gathered over that most decried of
all books, the Bible. Two years ago, the class was an experiment,
set on foot by a Baptist minister, to ascertain whether the working
classes of Taunton could be brought into closer contact with the
Christian Church. To-day, the answer can be a proved affirmative.
When the President opened the winter session, on the last Sunday
afternoon of October, he was able to say that over five hundred names
were entered on the roll-book, “all of whom had expressed their