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PREFACE.

OR soven-and-twenty years the late beloved Editor wrote the
prefaces to the Annual Volumes. Even last year, when the
Magazine was necessarily, through his long and serious illness, to a
considerable extent under the management of others, Mr. Spurgeon
wrote the preface for the 1891 Volume shortly after his arrival in the
sunny South. On this occasion, another and a feebler hand must
attempt the task.

The Sword and the Trowel for 1892.1is very largely a MEMORIAL
Vorumi. The first two monthly numbers contain articles written
specially for the Magazine by the late Editor, and most of the
following issues are brightened with contributions from his busy pen
and consecrated tongue, while the whole Volume abounds in
“ Reminiscences’ and “In Memoriam” notices of the beloved
servant of the Lord, whose loss is felt increasingly as the months
fly swiftly by.

The management of the Magazine remains exactly as it was left
by Mr. Spurgeon, and the one aim of the managers has been to
follow the lines so clearly laid down by him during his long editorial
life. The contributors, reviewers, &c., are almost 1dentically the same
as while he lived; and although all of them recognize that it is
impossible for anyone to fill 2ss place, yet they are endeavouring to do
all in their power to carry on 43 Magazine as he would have done if
he had been spared. They hope to continue for many years the
publication of his treasured addresses and writings, as many of them
have been preserved for that purpose; and they have still much to
record concerning the late beloved Editor which cannot fail to be
interesting to his many friends. They ask their readers, in return, to
aid them by seeking to increase the circulatiorn of the Magazine.

For many years, The Sword and the Trowel has not only been very
largely an autobiography of Mr. Spurgeon, but it has also been the
mainstay of the institutions founded by him, and carried on so suc-
cessfully under his presidency. A very large proportion of the con-
tributions for the various works has been given by readers of the
Magazine; and our pages have recorded, month by month, everything
that appeared likely to maintain interest in the various institutioms.
We trust that the Magazine will still be the means of helping the
Paszfors’ College, the Stockwell Orphanage, the Colportage Association, the
Society of Evangelists, the Pastors' College Missionary Association, and all
the smaller Tabernacle Societies whose work and progress have been
noted in our columns from time to time. No other tongue or pen cau
plead for orphans, students, colporteurs, evangelists, missionaries, &e.,
as our loved leader’s could; but we can still urge the highest plea
th.at he ever used, as we ask the Lord’s stewards, For CHRISI'S SAKE,
stlu to support every department of Mr. Spurgeon’s work which they
believe that the Lord wishes to be continued.



v PREFACE.

‘We must confess that we feel some measure of disappointment when
we think of the C. H. Spurgeon Memorial Fund. Xnowing the intense
affection that existed between tens of thousands, and even hundreds of
thousands, of godly people and our late beloved Editor, we did think
that a fund that would at all adequately express the esteem in which
he was and still is held, would by this time have reached at least
£20,000. The four principal institutions that are to benefit from
this fund need £20,000 per annum to maintain them in their present
state of efficiency ; so that the sum we have named would not be at all
excessive, when spread over a series of years, to relieve any pressure
caused through the removal of the chief channel of supply. It may
be that the Master will yet move some of His wealthy servants to give
very largely out of their abundance, and that many others, who have
not yet contributed, will do so before the fund is closed.

‘While Mr. Spurgeon lived, he often expressed his astonishment
that Christian people did not more generously support the Colportage
Association, which he regarded as one of the best agencies for the
dissemination of good literature, and the evangelization of the villages
and hamlets of our land. Since his departure, the Association has
been in real need; and it will require increased help if its present
operations are to be continued. The Society of Ewvangelists and the
Pastors’ College Missionary Association were both very dear to Mr.
Spurgeon’s heart. This intimation will, doubtless, be sufficient to
secure for these Societies the continued liberality of those generous
friends, who will, for Mr. Spurgeon’s sake, and still more, for the Lord
Jesus Christ’s sake, also maintain his chief educational and philan-
thropic works, the Pastors’ College and the Stockwell Orphanage. :

As soon as Mrs. Spurgeon returned from her happy yet sorrowful
‘sojourn in the sunny South, she resumed the work of her beloved
Book Fund, which had been, to a large extent, in abeyance during
her dear husband’s long illness, and their absence on the Continent.
Her loving ministry on behalf of poor pastors at home, and many
missionaries abroad, has afforded a sweet solace to her sorrow; while,
at the same time, it has enabled her to help to fill many an empty
bookshelf, and to cheer many a sad minister’s heart. We hope that,
early in the New Year, Mrs. Spurgeon will issue a fresh Report of
the Lord’s gracious dealings with her in connection with her Book

‘'Fund and Pastors’ Aid Fund.

It is no child’s play to edit Zhe Sword and the Trowel in succession to
such an Editor as we have lost, and in such troublous times as those
in which our lot is cast; so we ask our readers’ earnest prayers that
we may be divinely guided to make the Magazine in the future, as it
has been so gloriously in the past, ‘“A Record of Combat with Sin
and of Labour for the Lord,” and unto Him will we give all the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Sweet Gxperiences in 1842 and 1892,

DY C. H, SPURGEON.
&= B2, JHOSE who have made most use of language are most aware
of its limitations. Thoughts can usually robe themselves
. in words; but emotions of & fervent kind can no more be
- solidified into speech than flames of fire can be frozen.
AI] Christian experience not only leads believers in a way that
they know not, but also in a way which they cannot make known to
others. Things impossible to utter are not unusual to those who
endure great trials and enjoy special favours. Many things in nature
can be fairly well described, and yet, when they are actually seen, the
spectator meets with a something which was not in the description,
and could not have been placed there by wit of man. It is far more
so in the matter of spiritual experience: here no man can really know
what he has not personally tasted and handled. Though & prophet
should declare it unto a man in choicest language, and he should
exercise an educated understanding thereupon, he could not truly be
taught experimental religion except by himself having it written on
his soul by the Holy Ghost. Hence, a writer who touches upon any
phase of the inner life, will soon feel that his pen fails him.

I have been led into this line of remark by feeling how little I
could communicate to my friends of my own rest in the Lord. God
has been so supremely gracious to his servant, that he cannot be
silent concerning the Lord’s tenderness; and yet speech goes not a
thousandth part of the way towards setting forth the praise which is
felt in his heart; much less the glory which is due unto the Father of

1
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mercy. A deep and assured semse that all is in the hands of infinite
love, and that all is well, begets a peace which passeth all understand-
ing ; and out of this peace arises a quiet joy, which makes gratitude
and adoration to be as the breath and pulse of the soul. We can
speak of this restful, reverent bowing before the throne, and read of
its serene satisfaction; but actually to enjoy it is quite another thing.
One knows what it is to “ feel like singing all the time’ ; but to be
too overawed with measureless love to attempt a song, and so to sit
silent before the Lord, is a stage further on.

One reason why some of us would fight tooth and pail for our
Bibles, is the fact that we have felt their inspiration. I abhor the
superstition of those who would fish for texts in the Bible as though
they would find direction according to the page which they hap-
pened to open ; this is to make Holy Scripture the tool of witchery,
and to treat the Word of the Lord as though it were a wizard’s charm.
We reverence the sacred volume far too much to make it a sort
of spiritual lottery, or Book of Fate, after the manner of the semi-
heathen superstitions which survive among the credulous.” But, when
a passage from the Book of God has been made to shine within the
mind, and reveal itself to the heart by the power of the Holy Ghost,
it ceases to become a question as to whether it is to be obeyed or not,
for it forces itself upon the soul, and impresses its divine teaching
upon the entire man. To the believer who receives the sacred Word
in the fulness of a divine application, it is a voice from the excellent
glory, which he delights to hear; and as he hears, he lives by a new
supply of divine energy, and under a fresh anointing of heavenly
grace. It would be impossible to lay down upon paper rules for dis-
cerning the difference between mere fancies and true movements of
the Spirit; but spiritual men have a judgment which soon detects the
false, and their own spirit responds to the true. "Without the spirit of
life in Christ Jesus, which is the fruit of regeneration, no rules for
discerning are of the slightest use; but the spiritual man judgeth all
things, though he himself is not fully understood by any man.

The most mysterious joy one ever experiences arises from a sense
of God. Kpown in bis covenant relation, as recouciled in Christ Jesus,,
and full of infinite love, the soul perceives Jehovah’s all-pervading
presence by an unutterable sense of overshadowing, which brings with
it a delight such as nothing can rival, as much above all joys of mere
nature as the heaven is above the earth. The will of God is, then, the
soul’s highest will; his glory, its all in all. More bliss it could not
conceive ; yet it is not bliss that it thinks of, but the Lord himself.
Outward surroundings are then as the small dust of the balance: the
secret, unseen, innermost revelation overpowers all outward percep-
tions. The soul is filled with the Spirit of God. It is, and is not:
Never is it more consciously alive, and truly itself; but never is self
so like to being dead, and so swallowed up in the All-in-all. If ever
the passive and the active can melt into one condition, that singular
fact is realized in the hour of full fellowship with God in Christ Jesus.
I will say no more, lest I seem to babble where I try to describe the
soberest fact. .

While in this state of mind, wishing to write, and yet lacking ex-
Pression, a venerable aunt sent me an old memorandum written by
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my grandfather, on paper which is now brown with age. It suited
me to a letter. I found that dear, gracious, old man, who was often
timorous of himself, and liable to many a doubt as to his own spiritual
condition, at the date of his putting pen to paper, swimming in a sea
of peace. He writes very modestly ahout his own graces, but he was
ovidently overcome with a sense of the divine bounty. The writing
may not strike others as it struck me, but I thought the lines, traced
in the dear familiar hand, to be worthy of publicity; and the more so
because they are so nearly the expression of my own feelings that T
would make them speak for me., Fifty years have not made the
language or the doctrine obsolete: I can find no better for January,
1892. Here is a portion of the document :—

4« On Friday evening, the 14th January, 1842, as I was retiring to
rest between eight and nine o’clock, as I am in the habit of going
early to bed, generally the first of the family to retire, as I was going
up stairs, I was struck with the thought, I shall soon have done
going up these steps, I shall soon finish my journey of life, I have
once less to ascend to my room, one day’s journey less to take.
Oh, what a kind Friend has God been to me! How many dangers
has he carried me through! How many comforts has he bestowed !
How many mercies has he afforded! How many times, when dark-
ness has overspread my path, has he shone into my soul; and when
sometimes I have almost been overwhelmed, how graciously has he
appeared for my relief! This filled me with gratitude to the Giver
of all mercies. Then, in a moment of time, those beautiful words
arrested my attention, ‘My God shall supply all your need.’ (Phil. iv. 19.)
I could not forbear, but lifted up my soul to God in prayer and
thanksgiving.

“Nearly an hour after I retired, my dear partner came to rest, and
asked me whether T had been asleep. I answered, ‘ No, I have been
meditating on the kindness of God to me, and therefore I have had
no desire for sleep.’. The one thought that filled my mind was, ¢ My
God shall supply all .your need.” 'Well, he certainly has done so up to
this present moment. ' 'What a wretch I must be to mistrust him'!
All men are needy, but all do not see it, or know it. I could not
help thinking how mistaken many people are, and I amongst the
rest. Some appear to have all and abound; but I think I can see
clearly that no men in the world, whether kings or beggars, are quite
free from needy times even in a temporal sense. A man may be very rich,
yet his wealth may be locked up, so that he cannot command any of
it for a time ; and in this state he is glad to receive the assistance of
his friend. ‘Whoever is the person that is raised up to afford this
aid, it comes from the God of love. I have seen such needs arise in
many cases amongst my Christian friends, and I am witness to the
truth that God has supplied them through the kindness of others. I
have also myself often experienced help from brethren in Christ, But
what a mercy when we can look through second causes to the First
Great Cause of all things! I feel and wish ever so to do.

“I bless God for making me feel that there is one kind of poverty
that all his children must know: I mean spiritual poverty. How
little of this conscious soul-poverty is to be seen in these days! This
is greatly to be lamented.
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“I lay awake till after two o’clock, but the time scemed to pass
away swiftly, for I felt the force of the prophet’s words, ¢Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.’ I felt T
could trust the Lord, and I do hope I shall be enabled to do so more
and more. Here is true peace, such as the world can neither give nor
take away. ‘I will trust, and not be afraid.’

“ <My God shall supply all your need. I thought, T am a bad subject
to lose my rest in this way; perhaps to-morrow I shall be ill, and
unfit for my pastoral work. But I dare not be anxious on that
score, for the promise meets the case,—‘My God shall supply all
your need.’ This must be from God, and it would be base in me to
doubt it. I cannot say how soon I shall be shut up in Doubting
Castle again ; but I do most sincerely pray God that I may never, if
it be his will, dishonour him again by unbelief as I have done: for
even when I am low in spirits, he will supply all my need. If a storm
should be brewing, it will, I trust, support my mind to remember
that my God can and will supply my need. Oh, the sweetness T folt
while T was thus musing! I ‘cannot convey to others the joy which
filled my soul. ; ‘ '

‘¢ After this I meditated upon this precious promise of my covenant
God, and I said,—Lord, I am full of spiritual wants! In the first
place, there are wants arising out of my fallen nature, for in me, that is
in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing; and I am assured I can
never put any good thing there, for I find that when I would do
good, evil is present with me. I have no power, and by nature no
desire to think a good thought, or dq a good action; therefore all my
support must come from above. It was only through the grace of God
that I was at first made to feel my need of Jesus, my Saviour; and he
must now supply my need during every step of the journey, or I shall
stumble in the way, or wander from it. T see clearly that every good
gift cometh down from the Father of lights; and therefore 1 want
words to express the gratitude I feel to God for the divine promise,
which completely covers every possible necessity, ¢ My God shall supply
all your need.’ )

“The question rose vividly in my mind, ¢ How long will he supply
you ?’ and then the promise was again brought home to my soul with
great power, and I answered, ¢ 7o the end.” What! to the end of time ?
Yes, and to the end of eternity, if such a thing could be conceivable.
To the utmost end of possible existence and necessity, the supply will
last. I was obliged to say, ‘ Lord, I have enough.” Oh, my dear Lord
and Saviour, I would resign myself to thee, body, soul, and spirit;
this is all I can do; and Lord, it is thou that enablest me to do even
this, therefore thou deservest all the praise! I feel now a desire
(Lord, evermore keep me in this frame of mind!) that thou shouldest
have all the glory. To thee all the glory belongs.

¢ Then my mind thought of the wants which arise from trials on the
«ay through this life to the next. I said to myself, ¢ Perhaps I shall
again meet with persecutions on the road.” Again I felt the power of
the Word ; it spoke to me as though it had a voice, and I heard 'the
Lord’s words: ‘They persccuted me before they persecuted you.' ¢If
ve were of the world, the world would love its own: but because
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ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you.” Then I inwardly felt, though perse-
cuted, I shall not be forsaken ; though cast down, I shall not be cast
oft. This made me find rest in the Lord. ‘My God shall supply all
your need.” Sweet promise! TUnutterably precious! -

“Yet another thought tried to enter my mind, and disturb it.
Suppose your friends should forsake you? But an answer returned
directly from the sacred Word: ‘ When my father and my mother
forsalke me, then the Lord will take me up.” I could not help
exclaiming, ¢ Blessed truth! Blessed God!’ *‘He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” In this state of mind
I could not but rejoice, and think my state secure for time and for
eternity.

“J mused still on the great promise, ¢ My God skall supply all your
need’ : and I plainly read it as including every meed which might
arise n death and throughout eternity. At this moment my mind so
realized the Faithful Promiser that I seemed to hear him say, ‘I am
the Lord, I change not.” ¢The Strength of Israel will not lie nor
repent : for he is not a man, that he should repent.’ ¢Hath he said,
and shall he not doit? I the Lord have spoken it: it shall come to
pass, and I will do it.’

“ Oh, who can describe the delight I experienced, or the joy that
was poured into my soul at that moment ? None, without he has been
in the same state, and felt the same life within. Those who under-
stand me will not wonder at my not wanting to sleep. It was such a
manifestation of my dear Saviour to me, that I hope I shall never
forget its sweetness, until I enter into his presence, where there is
fulness of joy, and until I stand at his right hand, where there are
pleasures for evermore.

“T could not help thinking then, and I hope so now, that the Lord
has more good work for me to do, amongst the people of my care,
whose souls are dear to me. Gladly would I, if it please God, lose
many more nights’ rest by sleep to spend them in converse with him-
self. 'When my dear people’ hedr me tell of this, my delightful ex-
perience, I pray that the Lord may bless it to their souls. Thus the
Lord’s manifestation of himself to my heart will not only be for my
own comfort, but for the good of my flock, and for the glory of;my
God. The Lord grant it may be so!”

I have enjoyed the reading of the old manuscript, not because of
its brilliance, or depth, or poetical suggestiveness; but as a precious
fragment of experience, full of grace and truth., These plain, home-
spun sentences deal with realities upon which some of us live. We
care nothing for the philosophies and the scepticisms of the period ;
we cling to realized facts. Whatever hawks may hover in the sky,
our place is under the shadow of the sacred wings. The world is
armed for war, the churches are to a large degres making ready for
the return of chaos and medicoval darkness, the men who are sound
themselves lie side by side with those who are rotten ;—but the Lord
liveth, his purpose abideth, his power remaineth, and his truth must
and will prevail by the might of the Holy Ghost. Therefore we sing,
‘“Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him.”



‘3 have Praped for thee.”
Luke xxii. 32, See Evening by y Evening, Jan, 11th.

‘\IY way was dark; and round my pathway pressing,

l Temptations ﬁe1 ce, from which I could not flee;

My soul, its utter helplessness confessing,

ReJoxced to hear those wondrous words of blessing— .
¢ But I have prayed for thee.”

“But I have prayed for thee,” as though no other
Could share the Saviour’s thought and sympathy ;
No bruiséd reed he breaks, nor faint spark smothers:
He says, in tones more tender than a brother's,— :
- ¢ But I have prayed for thee.”"

““But 7 have prayed for thee,”—what intercession !
And not less precious all-prevailing plea !
“Five bleeding wounds " atone for my transgression,
A_nd then draw forth the Saviour's sweet confession,—
‘ But J have prayed for, thee

““But I have prayed for thee,”—and, oh, what pleadmg
Is that he offers now in hea.ven for.me!:
He knows beforehand just what I am needing,
And hence at God’s nght hand is inferceding,—
" «But I have prayed for thee.”

“ But I kave prayed for thee,” the dark veil lifting,
The soul's impending danger he could see;
He yearn’d to save my treacherous heart from drifting,
And said, ere yet began the painful “sifting”’,—
“ But I kave pray Jed for. thee.”

“ Have prayed for thee ” : thus mercy outruns ma.hce
However swift of foot the foe may be;
And when we feast in yonder Royal Palace,
No sweeter wine than this shall fill the chalice,—
¢ But I kave prayed for thee.”

« But 7 have prayed for thee,”—sweet consolation !
‘Who knows my direst need so well as he ?
-« Have prayed for thee ”: oh, wondrous revelation !
- Inspiring courage for the worst temptation :— i
** But I have prayed for' thee.”

“ That thy faith fail not”” Christ permits no fetters
To bind the soul which he has once set free.
Oh, write again those words in living letters,
‘Which make our souls henceforth eternal debtors—
“Bur I HAVE PRAYED FOR THEE.”

JooN BurNmAM.



“« Mivisters and Few in the Har Forth.””

A DRIEF REVIEW, AND A LONG EXTRACT. BY . H. SPURGEON.

MR. ALEXANDER AULD must be so good as to accept our sin-
X cere apology. He sent us a copy of the second edition of his
remarkable book, Ministers and Men in the Far North, in the month of
October last, and we have not yet given it a notice in these pages.
This was not because of any disrespect to him, but because we valued
his book so much that we put it aside for our own personel dealing,
when it pleased the Lord to give us strength sufficient. Here, in
Menton, when lying back on the couch through weakness, we have
bheen able to hold up this conveniently small volume, and to read it
with delight and profit. It is a book which. sparkles and flashes, It
may possibly be true that there is much gloom in the religion of the
Highlanders, but we see little enough of it in this record : the stories
are full of brightness, and pith, and we even meet with gleams of
sacred mirth. The records of these godly believing lives are as
gracious reading as the spiritual mind could desire; yet they are as
tar from dulness as the east is from the west.

The first edition of this work was published in 1869, and was
speedily disposed of; the author fears that those who will welcome it
are at this time much fewer in number than when it first saw the
light, Judging from the tone of press and pulpit, it is so ;- but our
impression is that these are not sure guides, and that the people still
love the old doctrines, and will welcome the memorials of happy days
when gospel truth was to the front. The modern movement makes
great show in its shop-window, but our impression is that its stock is
low, and pretty nearly sold out. It is more than probable that the
present condition of the denominations is a case of a pretentious
minority overbearing & vast majority by insolent self-assertion. For
cool audacity, acting infallibility without setting forth any ground for
the claim, and sneering at age and ability if they do not worship at
its shrine, commend us to the gentlemen who glory in * modern
thought.” According to them, there are no Calvinists now alive with
the exception of some half dozen fools. However that may be, this
-book will command a sale through its intrinsic interest,

Our readers should know that, by the term “the men”, a peculiar
class of persons is intended. Certain of the more experienced members
of the church were naturally leaders in prayer-meetings, visitors of
the sick, and instructors of enquirers, not by any official call, bus
by the general consent of the congregation, which showed itself in
an unmistakable manner.. These ‘“men” were the minister's best
assistants ; or if he failed to preach the gospel, they were his most
terrible critics, Ordinary hearers thought much of their judgment
upon sermons, ahd also upon all other spiritual matters ; for they were
usually men of prudence and judgment, and were faithful in spirit,

+ * “Ministers and Men in the Far North.”” By the Rev. Alexander Auld. Edinburgh
and Glasgow:: John Menzies and Co.
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bold in speech, and prayerful in life. ¢ The men ™ were peculiar to
Scotland, for we have few in our English congregations who remain
out of office when they are really so qualified for it; though we
thank God we have, at the Tabernacle, many such in our -eldership.
Only sound doctrine can develop such men, and sustain them. Their
sayings and doings in ¢ The Far North ”’ make a noble record.-

‘We meant to have written a great deal more, had strength held out.
This is, however, a very variable quantity with the writer just now;
and, upon reflection, it occurs to us that we are not writing a book,
but merely introducing one, and therefore a very few lines from our
own pen will be quite sufficient, and we may leave the volume itself
to blow its-own trumpet by a fairly long extract. Our copy is marked
in many places, for it abounds with tit-bits. It is, to a large extent, a
pudding made all of plums.” We will not give short pieces from many
places, but cut out two or three pages from the life of Alexander Gair,
who was a leading spirit among ‘‘the men.”

“ How closely nominal profession will approximate in appearance
to true godliness, he illustrated by the following hypothetical dialogue
between Fsaac and Ishmael. Isaac, to show the superiority of his
standing, said to Ishmael—¢‘I have Abraham for my father.” Zshmael—
“So have 1. Isaac—*‘I am the child of many prayers.’ Iskmael—*So
am 1. JIsaac—*I have received the seal of the covenant in circum-
cision.” Jshmael—¢ So have I’ Isgac—*‘But I got a deliverance from
heaven.” Jshmael—¢So did 1. Jsaae—*Yes, but I got my deliverance
through sacrifice, and you by a drink from your mother’s bottle.’
(Gen. xxi. 19.)

“He supposed that one, having met the children of Israel after they
had crossed the Red Sea, harnessed and in good heart, marching to
the land of promise, asked them, ¢ What people are you?’ ¢ Oh, we
are the Lord’s people, whom he has delivered from the land of Egypt,
for whom he has ‘divided the Red Sea, and whose enemies he hath
drowned, so that we will see them again no more.”’ ¢And where are
you going ?’ ¢To the land of promise—the land flowing with milk
and honey.” ¢And when do you expect to get-there ?’ ¢Oh, very
soon ; in six weeks at farthest.” Thus they parted. But nearly forty
years afterwards the same person; meeting a great multitude of people,
somewhat like those he had met before, said to them, ¢ Surely you are
not the people that expéected to be in Canaan in six weeks?’ ¢ Yes,
the same, and here we are yet, and it will be the greatest wonder if
we ever see the good land.” -The application of this to the believer’s
experience we suppose to be sufficiently apparent. )

¢¢Saul,’ he remarked, ‘ would not let the people taste food until
after they had avenged themselves on their -enemies, so if it were not
for this cursed ¢ Saul ’’ that is in even believers, that will not let them
taste the refreshing honey of the promise, they would make greater
slaughter of their spiritual foes than they often do.’

“ Sandy sent word to the writer, who was a theological student at
the time, to beware of the ¢ great pot’ out of which the sons of the
prophets get their pottage, for there is ‘death in it’ (2 Kings iv.40),
which can only be cured by getting the -handful of meal. ¢The pot is
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the college ; the death in it’, he added, ¢is learning without grace, and
the meanl is the good food ground on Calvary between the millstones
of law and justice, which can be gotten only by the hand of faith.’

¢ In the course of conversation with a Roman Catholic priest, who
urged that the Pope sat in the chair of St. Peter, Sandy admitted that
Poter did sit in that chair once, viz., when he denied his Master, and
that the Pope had continued to occupy it ever since.

#QOn going to a funeral in his neighbourhood, Alexander found an
aged pious man, William Gunn, and a number of young men, met and
sitting in silence. ‘ Why are you not giving these young men some
advice suitable to the occasion ?’ enquired Sandy. ‘Just because they
would not take it,” replied William. ¢Have you,’ said he, ‘not seen
children throwing stones on ice so hard and thick that none of the
stones would go through; but, stop till the thaw came, and then every
one of these sank to the bottom ?’

« Referring to the brazen serpent, he said, *That a child had been
bitten by the fiery serpents; and there were many attempts made in
various ways to induce him to look to the brazen serpent, but all in
vain, until some one observed that the child had a toy in his hand.
The toy was snatched from him, and the child, lifting its head, got a
sight of the brazen serpent, and was healed.” From this legend he
drew the obvious lesson that bereavements are necessary at times, in
order that men may look unto Jesus. ‘In their affliction they will
seek me early.’

‘““He could become all things to all men to gain their souls. In the
course of reading the last chapter of the gospel by John, he remarked,
¢That when the disciples who had ‘no meat’” came ashore, their
risen Lord showed his wisdom and compassion, not by preaching a
sermon to them in' these circumstances, but by saying, ¢ Come and
dine'7) )

“ Speaking of the humbling effect of the believer's experience of
inward corruption, he would refer to Noah’s Ark, and say, ¢ That the
ballast which kept it so deep in the water was the number of unclean
beasts which it contained.’

* On the last occasion on which he spoke at the Fridey meeting in
Latheron, he gave warning of the danger of speaking of exercises
through which the speakers themselves had not passed. He said it
reminded him of his schoolboy days, as on one occasion he had got a
question wrought for him by an older pupil, and presented it to the
master as his own; but the master told him to ‘ go through that,” and
finding him unable to do so, sent him to his seat in disgrace.”

This is the sort of material which our friend Mr. Auld has pro-
vided, and we heartily thank him for the mental and spiritual teast
which we have enjoyed while perusing his book. May a third edition
soon be required !
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The Wply Durhling.”

A NEW YEAR’S STORY FOR THE CHILDREN. BY W. Y. FULLERTON.
ANS ANDERSEN, of Denmark, has written some of the best
stories for children that were ever told. One of his prettiest is
about “ The Ugly Duckling.” A duck sat on her nest, watching for her
young brood to hatch; and at length all the shells broke but one,
which was larger than the rest. Another duck declared that the big
egg contained a turkey, and advised the mother not to hatch it. DBut
she still sat for a day or two, and at length there came out such an
ugly duckling, It was not a turkey, however, for it began to swim
as soon as the others; but when it got to the farm-yard, all the other
ducks and hens began to peck at it, and bite its neck: even its
brothers and sisters were very unkind to it. So it flew away, and
came to a moor, amongst some wild ducks; but it was not happy there.
Then it got amongst some wild geese; but the sportsmen soon came
to shoot, and the geese were killed. The sportsmen’s dog came quite
near the duckling, but it was so ugly that even the dog would not
touch it. After that, it got shelter in a cottage, where there was only
an old woman, a hen, and a cat: but the hen treated it badly because
it could not lay eggs, and the cat was cruel to it because it could not
purr. So it flew away again, and came to some water; but all the
other creatures avoided it because it was so ugly. One day, it saw
some white swans, and the duckling felt so happy in looking at them,
and uttered a strange cry, which frightened itself, and when they flew
away, it dived under the water to hide its excitement. But winter
came on, and though it swam about on the water every day, the ice
began to form, and every day there was less unfrozen surface to swim
on, until at last there was none at all. The duckling was so cold
that it might have died had not a peasant taken it home; but there
it was so awkward, fluttering into the milk-pan, the meal-tub, and the
butter-cask, that they were glad to get rid of it. All winter it lay in
a thicket, and one day, early in spring, found itself on a moor amongst
the rushes. It felt the warm sun, and heard the lark singing, and
flapping its wings at its sides, found they were strong. So it flew up
and on, and by-and-by found itself in a beautiful garden, and, what
was best of all, saw some graceful swans on a lake. ¢‘They will be
sure to kill me, I am so ugly,” it said; ‘¢ but better be killed by such
royal birds than tormented by all the others.” It swam up to them,
and bending its neck, said, “ Kill me.” But what did it see in the
clear water below? Its own image, no longer that of a grey bird,

ugly and disagreeable ; ¢ was a swan. ‘

To be born in a duck’s nest, in a farm-yard, is of no consequence to
a bird, if it be hatched from a swan’s egg. It stayed with the other
swans, and presently the children saw it, and running to their father,
said, “There is anothér swan come, and it is the most beautiful of all.”
This story is almost worth repeating simply because it is so pretty,
but I tell it now because it reminds me of something else. The chil-
dren of God, who are truly born of the Holy Spirit, have often been,
uud sometimes are yet, treated as badly by the world, and by worldly
people, as was ““the ugly duckling” by the other birds, who did not
know it was a cygnet, and would grow to something better. Of course
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it really was not heautiful when it was young, but it had the swan’s
nature, and grew better every day. And that is like boys and girls
who believe in Jesus, and trust him day by day. They are not perfect
yet, but they will ddily grow better. You remember the text (do you
know whére to find it ?): ‘It doth not yet appear what we shall he,
but when HE shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him
as he is.”” Then we shall be more beautiful than the full-grown swans,
and be clothed in whiter robes. So we need not mind if now our
companions treat us roughly, and laugh at us. Tt really does not
matter how much we are misunderstood here; if only we have the
nature of the child of God, it will be all right by-and-by.

3 Quugr Chinese Bisease.

MONG the numberless diseases in China there is scarcely one
more strange than that of laziness, One day, quite lately, during

the examination of out-patients at the native hospital, a man came for
some medicine tq cure him of the disease of idleness ; he wanted to be
rid of his ‘lazy bout” : he found it didn’t pay, I suppose. Harvest-
time was near, and it would be inconvenient to be idle then. Said he,
“ My whole body is full of it.” In England, no one would think of
-calling this a disease; some even consider it an accomplishment, if we
may judge by their actions. Now the Chinese are certainly a practical
people. They know how to ¢ call a spade a spade.” ,

It is a notorious fact that, in the home-lands, ¢dleness is quietly but
surely eating out our church-life. In large churches the small
minorities work, whilst the great majorities look on and grumble.
Every form of Christian service seems to be in want of workers. It
is not that the membership in the various churches is insufficient;
but rather because so many of the rank and file suffer from this
Chinese disease, ‘‘ Huen-shen fah-lan” (the whole body is lazy).

We may. all learn lessons, I think, from this insidious disease.
Fixstly; the idle servant has forgotten ome great truth: *“Ye are not your
own.” Selfishness is at the bottom of laziness. Other workers may
spend and be spent; as for ‘‘lazy-bones”, he intends to take care of
No. 1. Debtorship never enters into his brain ; he owes nothing, so he
thinks, and therefore does nothing. Poorfellow! T trusthe will soon
remember his obligation to the Lord Jesus. Secondly, idle servants
do great damiage, -both inside and outside the church. The Lord’s
enemies are swift to take notice of the ** do-nothings’’, and they judge
us often by these. The younger members of the church, also, are
liable to citch the evil disease from you. Lastly, ¢dle servants grieve
the loving heart of Christ. The world is full of sin and sorrow, and
the Lord Jesus yearns over it as he did over Jerusalem. Will you
Pass on, caring nothing what becomes of the perishing millions ?
The few may toil and die; workers may be needed, prayed for, and
-sought for; but what is it to you? If you are afflicted with idleness,
‘take the great Physician’s remedy, * Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”

Chefoo, N. China. ' T Joux A. STOOKE.
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“ @Orthodos Paradoxes.”
A REVIEW, BY C. H. SPURGEON.

“7E have now to mention another of Mr. Howe’s Reprints® from.

Ralph Tenning. Of course he could not omit Orthodox Paradozes,
which are among the most sententious things which fell from Ven-
ning’s pen. They are curiosities of theological literature. We re-
member quoting from the book before ; but in those days there was
no shilling form of it to be purchased, and we feel free to notice it
afresh because of the handsome reprint before us.

We do not accept all these antithetical semtences as true, for
occasionally they are the outcome of a text misunderstood, or of a
doctrine strained beyond its true reach. Some of the paradoxes do
not ¢ make truth clear by seeming contradictions ” ; but darken counsel
by mere word-juggling. We are glad that the author’s last sentence
is that ‘he believes that a man may be a true believer, though he
should not believe all the paradoxes written here to be orthodox.”
He might be all the truer believer for being able to discern between
the puzzle which is human, and the mystery which is divine.

Nevertheless, as Venning felt that he himself was profited by
writing these notable paradoxes, so we also confess to benefit in read-
ing them, and to help in preaching when able to quote some one-
of them. There are two sides to the shield of truth, and a paradox
reminds one of that fact. It is often a great assistance to get two-
apparently opposite truths set side by side. Then faith acts as a
stereoscope, and makes the reality stand out clearly before the eye of’
the understanding. More may be thus communicated in a line than
by a laboured volume. Many of Venning’s little bits are condensed
meat, containing in a single pellet enough to make a thousand gallons.
of the thin potage which 1s ladled out in many sermons. Those who
profess to despise the weighty writings of the Puritans are usually
persons who have never read them, or who have been too idle to-
persevere in studies too profound for their shallow minds. We do not
put Venning among the deeper writers, but there is pith and solidity
in what he gives us. Let the reader judge for himself as he reads-
the specimens which we now submit to him : —

A BELIEVER'S EXPERIENCE.

There is nothing so clear to him as godliness; and yet there is.
nothing more mysterious.

He is careful in nothing ; yet none so careful as he.

He believes that a saint hath a vocation on earth; but that earth is
not his vocation.

He believesthat all saints have a zeal for God ; yet not that all who-
have a zeal for God are saints.

He believes that, as a man thinketh, so is he; and yet he believes.
there are many men who are not as they think themselves to be.

He believes that whatsoever the godly man doth, shall prosper;.

* Howe and Co., 23 St. Paul’s Buildings.
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and yot he bolioves that many a godly man doth many a thing which
doth not prosper.

He belioves that a Christian is not to spend all his time in prayer;
and yet he believes that he is to pray always.

Hoe believes that all Christ’s own received him; and yet he believes
that Christ came to his own, and they received him not.

He believes that God scourgeth everyone whom he receiveth
(Heb. xii. 8); and yet he believes that God doth not receive cveryone
whom he scourgeth.

He believes that the saints are the fulness of Christ (Eph. 1. 23);
and yet he believes that Christ is the fulness of the saints (John i. 16).

He believes that the publican stood afar off; and yet he believes
that he stood nearer to God than the Pharisee did.

He believes that, where there is most love, there is most fear; and
yet he believes that ¢ perfect love casteth out fear.”

He believes that a believer should not seek great things for him-
self; and yet he finds that believers seek the greatest things for
themselves without offending; yea, he believes they would offend if
they did not do so.

He believes that justification is by faith alone; and yet he believes
that that faith which is alone doth not justify (James ii.).

He believes that God can and doth make some men’s beds in their
sickness, whose beds cannot be made in their sickness.

He believes that many men recetve the truth, who do not receive it

in truth.’
“ Qhrist Qrocified.”

EHOLD the wonder of eternity :
Jesus, who once was King enthroned in heaven,

Hangs yonder on the cross in agony,

And dies in shame, that we may be forgiven.
Hail, dying Saviour, silent and alone;

Forsaken and betrayed by friend and neighbour!
Thy cross is dearer to us than thy throne,

And Calvary more glorious than Tabor,

Oh, wounded Christ! we love thee better so,
As on the tree thon hangest, faint and gory :
Thy face is fairer, seamed and scarred by woe,
Than when thou reignest in thine ancient glory.

Dear Lord, we prize thee higher for thy loss

Of friends; for in thy grief thou comest nearest
To those who after thee take up the cross,

Leaving behind them all that earth calls dearest.
Hither we bring the tribute of our love,

The sweetest song that sinful hearts can fashion ;
And when we rise to see thy face above,

In perfect notes wo’ll sing thy cross and passion.

Sideup. E. A. TyDEMAN.







A Hoorish Crowd.
BY T. GILLARD CHURCHER, M.B., M.R.C.S.

A MOORISH crowd, like most other crowds, is made up of indi-
viduals—men, women, and children.

The men are tall, with clean-shaven heads covered with the venerated
turban; or bare to the sun and rain, with but one lock of dark hair
left, to mark their tribe, and as they think, to be seized by the angel
Gabriel when he comes to liff them up to Paradise! They are strong
and wiry fellows; and although, cumbered with their long flowing
garments, their usual movements are slow, yet they are able to exhibit
great activity and speed when occasion requires, and in the use of their
curved knives, or long guns, show remarkable dexterity.

The women are hidden entirely from our view—all but their eyes—
by long thick * hikes’’ or blankets. The prettiest part of the Moorish
crowd is the little ch¢ldren, whose brightly-coloured garments and
yellow slippers—the exact miniatures of those of their parents—make
them look ‘at once quaint and interesting.’

Such is the crowd as it appears on the surface ; but what a picture-
awaits one who ventures to look beneath! All that we in Britain,
though unsaved, it may be, owe to the gospel and godly ancestry, in
them is lacking. The men have no idea of the sacredness of truth,
while common honesty and family love are almost unknown virtues.
The immediate cause of all this is to be found in the condition of their
women. The Moorish child hardly ever experiences what we under-
stand by that blessed word kome. Often, within a year or two of his
birth, his father has already transferred his affection to another
woman ; and a second wife, or purchased slave, absorbs the man’s love,.
and spreads discord in the house. Or perhaps the mother has, for
some trifling real or fancied fault, been divorced, and her boy’s earliest
recollection circles round a man to whom he bears no loving blood--
relationship. Divorce is so easily obtained, and so common, that.
among the poor in the towns, marriage is hardly worthy of the
name. .

At the Jde¢st, what is the home, where the women are practically
prisoners, utterly ignorant and superstitious, unable to read, and.
seldom leaving the house ? - They are for a short season the sensuous.
playthings and then the life-long drudges of men who are scarcely
more enlightened than themselves. The polluted atmosphere and evil.
conversation of such a home is what the growing life of the Moorish.
¢hild is constantly familiar with. :

Nor does the escape to school much improve matters. The boy
learns but one book there—the Xoran, and that by rote; meither he,
nor frequently his master, understanding the words which he acquires.
50 laboriously. Moreover, immorality is tampant in the schools; and
when the young life goes forth, it is already blighted, and follows the-
ways of Satan rather than the ways of God.

Add to this the absence of a national conscience, and the fact that
judges and rulers are corrupt, accept bribes, and practise injustice of’
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the grossest kind, from which the sufferers have no escape; and one’s
heart cries out, almost in despair, what can be done to bring about
a better state of affairs? The voice of Josus answers, * Ye are the
salt of the earth, Ye are the light of the world. Without ME y¢ can
do nothing. All power is given unto ME in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

Try to picture, dear friends, a crowd one thousand times larger than
that represented in the photograph from which our picture is repro-
duced ; and recollect that such a crowd really exists within a week of
~vour home, dying in Mohammedan darkness. Their ignorance prevents
them from reading the Bible, and their religion forbids their doing so
if they could. They may not even make friends of Christians. Some
will say that Mohammedanism took the sword, and shall perish by the
sword. In God’s providence it may be so; but the only sword which:
the Christian wields is the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. Let
us go forth as warriors for the King, good soldiers of Jesus Christ,
our feet shod with peace, our loins girded with truth, our heads
helmeted with salvation, our hearts shielded by faith, our whole being
cenveloped with prayer. Thus equipped, we can leave results with
omnipotent love.

In the November number of The Sword and the Trowel, Mx. Fullerton
gave us the lessons of the lighthouse. I am persuaded that is what
Morocco needs just now,—hghthouse lives, which, stationed on the
spot, and filled with heavenly illumination, shall shed forth gospel
light upon the fatal rock of Mohammedanism, and show these storm-
tossed mariners on life’s wild ocean the only haven of peace and rest,
the finished work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Who will
come to North Africa to shine for Jesus? Who will help to send the
light to the millions here who still sit in darkness, and in. the shadow
of death? Brethren, millions of Mohammedans are perishing; can
we let them perish ?

‘“Can we, whose souls are lighted

With wisdom from on high,
Can we, to men benighted,

The lamp of life deny ?
Salvation, oh salvation,

The joyful sound proclaim ;
Till each remotest nation

Has learnt Messiah’s name.”

T hope many will answer Bishop Heber's question by saying,
¢« Here am I ; send me: ”’ or else, ““I cannot personally go to rescue
the perishing myriads of North Africa; but I will gladly help to
support those who ought to go, and who will go.”
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IMenton Fleditations.

BY JOSEPIL W. ITARRALD.
SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT.

«“ ENTON is «self,” 1 wrote to a friend, who had spent some

months in our Riviera retreat; ¢ Menton is itself, you know
what that is.”’ It is needless to describe this charming region to one
who has lived in it for months; and it is useless to try to picture it to
those who have never seen it. They think our enthusiastic ex-
pressions must be exaggerated. To be appreciated, Menton must be
secn. Iven a photograph cannot convey to our friends a full idea of
the loveliness with which we are familiar.

To try to explain to some people what the joys of true religion are,
is a very difficult task. The explanation may be easy enough for us
to give; but it is not easy for them to receive. We speak a language
they have never learned; we are citizens of a country they have never
entered. They know not what we mean by the covenant of grace,
election, redemption, sanctification, and all those blessings which, to a
Spirit-taught believer, are familiar as household words. Spiritual
things must be spiritually discerned, and this discernment can only
come from the Spirit of God.

Bounp Axp Loosep.

On one of our drives, we were sorry to see a fine young cockerel
tethered to an orange-tree, and struggling furiously to get free. We
supposed that the owner must have g good reason for what looked like
unnecessary cruelty; and a week or two later, on passing the same
spot, we found that the cock was at liberty, and making no attempt to
fly away.

More than one of our company saw, in the bird’s bonds, struggles,
and emancipation, an illustration of their own spiritual experiences.
Peter is not the only disciple of Christ who has been taught by a
cock. Happy are they who have passed through the servitude of
enforced bondage into the joyous liberty of those who have no desire
to wander in their own wild way; but who say with the Psalmist,
0O Lord, truly I am thy servant; . . . thou hast loosed my bonds.”

SHIPS SEEKING SHELTER.

Before a storm bursts over Menton, several ships may usually be
seen seeking the shelter of the harbour. We can tell that they are
going out again as soon as it is safe for them to venture; for they are
not moored to the quay, but lie a little way off, ready to sail at any
moment that the favouring wind may blow.

These ships resemble those people who join a Christian chureh for a
little while,. but take no part in the work, and go off as soon as they
can to seelt shelter elsewhere. They are birds of passage; spiritual
gipsies, whose favourite hymn consists of but one line—

¢ Qur rest is not here,”’

How different were those believers, of whom Paul wrote: ¢ They frst
gavo their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God”!

-
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They not merely gave their names or their patronage ; but “ their own
selves ”’, both to the Lord and to his church. (See Metropolitan Taber-
nacle Pulpt, No. 2,234, “The Best Donation.”)

READY ror THE BLESSING.

¢That ship does not seem to stir; there’s not a breath of wind to
move her sails;’’ said one of our little company.

“ No,” replied another, ¢ but she is where she will get the wind as
soon as it begins to blow.”

And so it proved; for presently her canvas began to fill, and ere
long she was speeding towards her desired haven.

It is a good thing to be in the way of any blessing that may be
coming. Perhaps, dear reader, you are not yet a Christian; but you
say thet you long to be one. Then seek to get where the sacred wind
is likely to blow. The Spirit, like the wind, ‘bloweth where it
listeth ”’; but there are special times and places in which his gracious
influences are usually manifested. See that you are where you may
expect the heavenly breeze. Prayer-meetings, Bible-classes, special
services, and places of worship where the gospel of the grace of God
is preached in all its fulness, are the spots where the Spirit delights to
work : go there, and may the divine afflatus fill thee, and speed thee
on thy heavenward voyage!

TrE INGENIOUS FISHERMAN.

Walking along the end of the Menton breakwater, we saw a man
kneeling down, and peering between the huge blocks of concrete that
join with great masses of rock in shielding the little harbour from the
force of the waves outside. 'We were curious to know what object of
interest he could see in such a place, and were surprised to find that
he had inserted his long fishing-rod through a small crevice between
the rocks and the blocks, and was watching, through the same aper-
ture, the movements of his float. We had not time to see what he
caught, but we hoped that such ingenuity would be rewarded with a
basketful of fish. y

« He that winneth souls is wise.”” He must be wise if he would
win them; and he is wise if he wins them. Oh, for more holy in-
genuity in our spiritual fishing! The Mentonese fisherman would, at
the best, only catch a few small soles, or other fish, for his family or
himself; but if our fishing is successful, we shall save immortal souls
from everlasting death, and by so doing shall bring great glory to
our Lord and Master, who has said to us, * Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”

A Poor Gxuuse,

HE friends of a certain man say that if he does not believe in the
absolute infallibility of every jot and tittle of Scripture, he be-
lieves in the divinity of Christ and the vicarious atonement. The
triends of a thief might as well excuse him for stealing, on the ground
that he had not hroken the other nine commandments ! —Zhe Western
Recorder, US. 4.
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. J *
B Prison Yisitor,
R. CIIARLES COOK, of whose evangelistic work at Hyde Park
Mol and in Hyde Park itself, wo have already given an account,
has probably seen as much of common prisons at home and abroad as
any unofficial person since the days of John Howard. He has gone
about the service systematically ; and at times he seems to have actually
turned the business into a holiday pastime—that is to say, he has given
such time to it as could be spared from his regular work at the West
End of London. From time to time, from the platform, or through the
press, Mr. Cook has given many interesting narratives of his adven-
tures, especially in connection with the work of distributing the Scrip-
tures among prisoners; but he now, for the first time, gives the
particulars of his mauny travels in a volume. The book contains much
new and curious information; it will be read with interest by all
Christian people; and it will prove that the work of John Howard
needs to be carried on in the nineteenth century. It is only in certain
countries that the condition of prisons has been improved. In many
lands, the evils of which Howard complained, and which he laboured
to lessen, have continued untouched until the present day.

After giving an account of ¢ Historic Prisons—Past and Present”,
in his opening chapter, our author passes on to tell some prison stories
which are, in many cases, as instructive as they are suggestive. What
strikes us in reading them is the fact that unbelief is a fruitful cause
of crime. ‘I should never have been here but for the teaching of in-
fidelity,” was the confession of a young fellow in Pentonville; and Mr.
Cook charges infidelity with being a feeder of ¢ the dangerous classes.”
By way of proving this, he quotes this confession of & murderer:—

“T am one of thirteen infidels : what has become of my friends? I
will tell you. One became a Christian, six were sentenced to long
terms of penal servitude, four were hanged, one is in the cell above, a
prisoner for life, and 7 am to be hanged to-morrow !

By way of cheery contrast to this, as showing the wonderful power
of the gospel over the most hardened natures, we have the confession
of one who was serving ¢ for life” at Chatham :—

‘“ As the door of my cell closed behind me, my whole life rose before
me. Sinking on my knees, I rested on the mercy of God through
Jesus Christ our Lord, and, though I have no hope in this world, I have
never had a dark hour since.” My friend’s testimony concerning him
is, “* We have had no report against him since he has been here, and
from my daily knowledge of him, I can say he is a quiet, contented,
bright, and happy follower of Christ.”

In one chapter, Mr. Cook tells what he calls a romantic prison story,
relating to *“an elderly person—perhaps something over fifty-six,”
and a young man whom this lady was desirous of getting released
from a French prison. She hastened from Paris to London, and then
to Yarmouth, where Mr. Cook was, the result of her application being,

* ““The Prisons of the World : with Stories of Crime, Criminals, and Convicts.”
By Charles Cook. Morgan and Scott.
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that our friend crossed to France, and succceded in getting the young
fellow released. Al finished up with a very unromantic and not very
happy marriage. May and December are never likely to agree
together.

Another remarkable story from across the Channel relates to some
English desperadoes, who were prepared to offer heavy bribes to
warders ; and who actually escaped from prison; but only to be
re-arrested in hamypers supposed to be filled with boots and shoes.

The langnage of London thieves is a patois by itself. Take this
example of a man’s actual confession:—“I was jogging down a
blooming slum in the chapel when I butted a reeler who was sporting
a red slang. I broke off his jerry, and boned the clock, which was a
red one, but I was spotted by a copper, who claimed me. I was lugged
before the beak, who gave me six doss in the steel. The week after
I was chucked up, Idid a snatch near St. Paul’s; was collared, lagged,
and got this bit of seven stretch.” This simply means, that the man
stole a gold watch in Whitechapel, was arrested and sentenced to six
months in the House of Correction, after which, for another robbery
in the city, he went into penal servitude for seven years.

Mr. Cook has visited the great convict establishments of England,
and he has also made difficult and dangerous excursions into many
other countries. Particulars of his adventures and impressions are
given in separate chapters.

The prisons of Eugland greatly differ in character: Chatham being
most dreaded, while Woking is chiefly in favour. There are still some
reforms, which even John Howard might have advocated, to be carried
out in our English prisons. From what is said about penal servitude,
we learn that prison warders are, in some instances, far from what they
ought to be. The sentences, also, appear to be often unjust; and it is
pretty certain that innocent men have been mistaken for guilty ones
in no small number of instances.

Mr. Cook visited freland during the past year; and the facts he is
able to give are anything but reassuring. In the principal convict
establishment of Dublin, for example, he found that a large proportion
of the inmates were not of ‘‘ the usual type of criminals” at all, but
were ‘‘ Moonlighters ”” from country districts, who ¢ had been led astray
by political agitators.” The record of the inmates of the women’s
prison was even worse ; for not a few of the women imprisoned for life
were murderers of their husbands. The prisons appear to be all well-
built, and well kept; and Dr. Spence, the chaplain at Belfast, was able
to give a good account of his work among the prisoners. ¢ One man,
lately discharged, said, ‘I never go to my bed without thanking God
that I was sent to prison.” There was a distinctly spiritual ring about
the utterances of Dr. Spence. We felt thanlkful for such expressions as
‘The grace of God can reach any heart,” ¢The new birth changes the
whole man;’ and when speaking of the prisoners, he said, ‘I forget
they are criminals, and speak to them as men.’” )

The visitation of the prisons of Irance appears to be depressing
work, the establishment at Caen, in Normandy, being typical of many
cthers throughout the country. At this famous historical town, awaken
ing wemories of William the Conqueror, our traveller found ¢“no Bibles
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no Christ, no sermon, no attendanco at chapel—the schoolmaster even
forbidden to utter one word concerning religion in the prisoners’
hearing.” A large supply of gospel books and tracts was given away
to tho prisoners, the Government granting that permission, although it
socems to do absolutely nothing for the prisoners beyond administering
its storn ‘“justice.” As Mr. Cook says, ‘‘There is nothing in their
system calculated to reform; no Word of God, no Christ, no gospel
light: it can only tend to habitual criminality—to madness and
despair.””  The gospel is the one need of France; and there seems to
be some willingness on the part of the people to accept it if someone
will only carry it to them. Mr. Cook gave numbers of Testaments
away among the prisoners, and also to other persons along the lines of
railway. ‘At one station we gave away sixty,” he says, ‘“the people
coming from all parts to receive them.” Mr. Cook got as far as
Monte Carlo, and was even enabled to give away books in that gilded
gambling-den.

In regard to crime and prisons, Jfaly is lower down than France;
and penal servitude, or * hard labour”’, means work seven days a week.
At Brindisi there were seven hundred and fifty men, many of whom
were sentenced ‘“ for life”’; and while they were scrambling for the
gospels, which were thrown into their midst, ‘‘the horrible sound of
their chains and fetters, clashing and clanging, was dreadful to hear.”

Egypt was in o still lower condition; for no less than thirteen hun-
dred men were found shut up awaiting trial, some of whom had been
confined for years. Partly through Mr. Cook’s efforts, there is now
some improvement, but things are still bad. The confession has to be
made, “ We had never seen such unhealthy places as there, nor found
so abominable a system.” The most reassuring thing was the
readiness with which the Scriptures were received. On board steamers,
at railway-stations, and as far as was possible, through the land, Bible
portions in Arabic were distributed, and gladly received.

The classic land of Greece was quite as low down in regard to crime
and criminals as Egypt. The dirt, overcrowding, and general misery
almost defied description. Coffee was ordered for all the prisoners,
and then each received a copy, of one of the Gospels.

Because it is so utterly Romish, 4ustria presents quite as gloomy an
outlook as Egypt. The Government notions regarding religious liberty
are those of pre-Reformation times. ¢¢The wife of the chaplain to the
ambassador told me, that her husband cannot have a public prayer-
meeting even in their own house,” says Mr. Cook. * You are hindered
on every hand in your endeavours to do good.” Still, in four days,
between four and five hundred copies of the New Testament were given
away. The books were distributed by the wayside, among labourers,
and also among those who were coming from or going into the country.
The prisons of Hungary and Bararia were also visited, a large number
of Testaments being distributed.

Perhaps the lowest depth of all is reached in Morocco, where two
of the Pastors’ College men have been labouring for some years. It
1s truly said, ¢ Egypt was bad, Greece was worse, but Morocco is too
bad to describe.” Mr. Cook adds :—* Lady Green, the wife of the
ambassador had said to me, ¢ The prisons of Morocco are hopeless and



22 A TRISON VISITOR.

heart-breaking.” And truly I have found them so. Sometimes Euro-
peans had thrown oranges through the gratings of the gaols, which
appeared to be devoured whole; and when bread had been given to
some, it was fought for by scores of hungry men.”

Perhaps the prisons of Spain come nearest to those of Egypt, Greece,
and Morocco, in point of dirt and disorder. At Linarcs, Mr. Wigstone
was met with; and addresses were given to the English and the Spanish
congregations. Of Spain generally it is said : —< Not only is it dark,
hut the people are cruel. Hardly a cat that I saw but had its tail and
ears cut off close, while the weckly bull-fights are a disgrace indeed.
With Mr. Wigstone I went to the gaol, and not only left with the
prisoners nearly three hundred Gospels, but held a short meeting in the
prison-vard, and exhorted those present to seek to turn from their evil
wavs, and serve the Lord.”

‘Without attempting to follow Mr. Cook to Tkhe United States, where
the chief flaw in the prison discipline is its extreme laxity, joined to the
barefaced corruption of the officials, we will conclude our survey with
the vast empire of Russia.

Though not mentioned in the book, one may say here, that, when
Mr. Cook announced early last year that he was going to Russia,
several earnest Christian friends strongly dissuaded him from venturing
into the dominions of the Czar, a land where official corruption and
official crimes of many sorts are rampant. Modern times have not seen
a more infamous Government than the Russian at the present time;.
and the terrible famine, which has now fallen upon the fertile provinces,
is a direct cause of the Czar’s corrupt, cruel, and incompetent rule. It
was represented to Mr. Cook, that he might never leave the country
alive; and had he been murdered in cold blood, for the offence of
wishing to benefit the victims of despotism, it would have been nothing
singular in a land where the most hideous penalties are laid upon
innocent women and patriotic men. Mr. Cook, however, undertook the
journey in spite of all threatenings; but he did not tell his wife, who
accompanied him, of the warnings he had received until the Russian
frontier was recrossed on the way home. While thankful that the
devil had not succeeded in making him a coward, he was thankful to
be back again in England. All things seemed to be arranged by God’s
overruling providence better than he could have arranged them himself,
so that the whole seven weeks’ tour was not only a pleasant one, but
he never had a more successful experience in the work of Bible dis-
tribution.

On reaching Russia, Mr. Cook met with a more cordial reception
than he had anticipated; he had permission given him to visit the
prisons to distribute the Scriptures; and in cities like St. Petersburg
and Moscow, he found the officials to be kind-hearted men. In this
respect, they are a contrast to the corrupt and brutal taskmasters, at
times met with in Siberia and the more distant provinces.

Those writers who have attempted to prove that the Government of
Russia, is, after all, not so bad, are false witnesses. Those who have
depicted the horrors of Siberia in blackest colours, only tell the truth.
One crving evil is that of overcrowding; and in reply to the excuse
that there 18 no money to invest in new prisons, Mr. Cook says:—“1I
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havo visited o few of the many palaces and other palatial huildings
helonging to the Imporial family, and as I have walked through the
gorgeous rooms of tho palaces of Peterhof and Tsarskey, to say nothing
of Gatchina and the Winter Palace, and have looked upon the trap-
pings of tho royal carriages, one of which vehicles is ornamented with
diamonds and rubies throughout the whole of the interior, I could have
wished that I had the power to exchange a fraction of this fabulous
wealth into money, and be allowed to erect roomy and sanitary prisons
for these subjects of the Czar.”

There are two prisons in Moscow, which together contain six thousand
prisoners; and there are five smaller ones. The city may be called a
packing-off centre for Siberia, and tens of thousands of persons there
take leave of liberty for the last time. Add to all this, the miseries of
the Jews, who were being banished from Moscow by hundreds, and the
persecution of the evangelical Christians who have turned from the
deadness and superstition of the Greek Church through reading the
New Testament, and it would appear that the day of revolution is not
far distant. To allow a foreigner to give away thousands of copies of
the New Testament in the prisons, and at the same time to persecute
others outside for being guided by its teachings, is one of those freaks
of kingeraft which belong more particularly to Russia.

But perhaps the true character of the Czar and his Government is
but reflected in the following, which Mr. Cook quotes from a London
morning newspaper, published last May :—

“Of all the scandalous deeds lately perpetrated within the Czar’s
dominions, by far the worst is that now reported from Courland. Three
Protestant clergymen named Treu, Krause, and Eisenschmidt, were
prosecuted for having urged their parishioners to remain faithful to the
Evangelical Church. The first tribunal appealed to acquitted them.
They were then tried on the same charge before a higher court, which
likewise declared them innocent of all infraction of the law. Frantic
at being thus baffled in their iniquitous endeavours to secure the con-
demnation of the three unlucky clergymen, the supreme ecclesiastical
authorities at St. Petersburg put the matter before the Senate. The
result was that Pastors Treu and Krause were sentenced to eight
months’ imprisonment, while Pastor Eisenschmidt was banished to
Tomsk, the most desolate district of Siberia. He was the father of eight
children. Driven to despair by the prospect of exile, he has committed
suicide by taking poison. FPastors Treu and Krause, trusting to the
clemency of the Czar, addressed a petition to his Majesty, praying for a
remittance of their unjust sentence. Instead of that, however, the Czar
added to their punishment by forbidding them ever again to exercise
their ecclesiastical functions in the Baltic provinces.”

M. Cook's book is one to interest all readers, and all will desire that
he may be enabled to continue his visitation of distant prisons to give
the prisoners the Word of life.

G. H. P.
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A Becord worth  Preserving.

« MESPISE not the day of small things.” ¢ By little and little”’
(Ex. xxiii. 30) God drove out the Canaanites, that his people
might possess the land of promise ; but he did drive them out. How-
ever small and seemingly insignificant the beginnings, if God is the
Worker, who can measure the widespread influence of the work ?

Such were my reflections as I * pitched my tent ”, on leaving Col-
lege, in a small agricultural village in Somerset, among as devoted a
people as any pastor could wish to find.

There was a time, not very remote, when one would have travelled
far to find demser spiritual darkness than prevailed in this place.
John Wesley, in his itinerancy, once reached this spot, and preached
in the open-air; and in his ** Notes’’ refers to it as one of the darkest
places he had visited in the West of England.

The parish church was the only place of worship in the village, and
that very poorly attended; and those who went were about as
heathenish as their non-church-going neighbours.

A well-to-do farmer, living near, was parish clerk, and led the
responses in church. He had ten children, of whom five were sons;
they were good ringers, and acquired widespread fame for their
skilful manipulation of the five church bells. Occasionally, the whole
of Sunday afternoon was spent in the belfry at their favourite pastime,
and then the father would show his appreciation of their skill by
treating them, in the evening, to an extra quantity of cider—