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THE SERYA~T OF Y..Aff\YE II 1:-; IS..:\.. 40- 55 

HL'\CK LEY G. l\lITCITELL 

TCTTS COLLEGE 

There are now fe,v sd1olars who defenll the unity of the book 
of Isaiah. Indee<l . there are many who not only deny the genu­
ineness of the last twenty-seYen diaptcrs, but attribute at least 
a p art of chs. 5G-GG to one or more other antl1ors than the 
so-ealleu Sec:ond baiah; an(l finally. there arc somt: "·ho firnl 
traees of differern:e of anthorship l'\'en in <.:hs. 40-;).l. This Inst 
claim is a matter of importanl'e whi<·h ought to L1~ 1wither 
allom:ll uur (lenietl without t·ardul st u1l,,- a1Hl \':tli(l 1·1·aso11s <lis­
covert'1l. Perhaps an exa1uinatiou of th•· treatment g-ivcn to a 
sulJjed whieh rn11s thrnugh 1hese dwpters will help i11 lleter­
mining whether more thau one author had a hand in their 
p rodu<.:ti•m. 

Tlie suhjed prqpos1:ll 1·a11 b1:st lit• <lisl·t1sse1l urnler a 11nmlwr 
of <Ji,·isio11s wliil'h will suggest thL·111:-.1·ln:-s as it den:lops. 

The fit·st of till':-.•· di,·isions i~ sug·!.!1._·-..ted by the \·c1y first verse 
of <.:h . .JO, whel'•' Yahw..J1 1·u111rnands: 

· · ( 'u111fort Y'" <:01111.'o rt ye rny peuplc. 
saith your <~od; 

:--.peak <.:0111 fort iugly lo .J cnisale1u, 
aw 1 <t1111ouuee to her, 

That llf!l' :-it:r\'i1·1· is fol filled, 
tl1al lier 1JL'llt1lty is ::;atisfie<l. ·' 

I kr•~ i:-; r1·\·1·aled an 1111'1appy co11dit iu11. \\·ith a nam·· for tlie 
sufft>rc·rs aud sorne1lii11g indi(·:1ti\'(• ot llH· 11ature of. nud 1lie 
n ·a . ..;cJ11 for, tlwir suJl't·ri11!!. Tl.1; i111t'11t iu11 of tlie propli e1 <·ri­
de11tly is to t't>l1\·, ..... tli1; id1·a tli;t! t]JI' 1·1111.Jitiou d1·s1·ril•l·d has 

ex1~t1·d for s111111; t im... His \\ urds. :--tri1·1 ly i11t1·qJ1'1•t ed. would 
iwply 1liat i1 lia.J j11-..t IJ•'•'ll brought tn an 1·11d. This, lio\\'1'\'t'I'. 
is not liis 111r·a11i11~. si11<·<• it will IJI' f111111.J tlwt. i11 lat1•r p;1ssag<·s, 
hr• l'l·1wa11·dly 1·1·pr1·-.;1·1ll'i it as still 1·xis1i11~. It is 1lwrdon• llt't'­

<'Ssary, 111'1'<' and wlwn•\'f•r r·lsr• a si111ilar 1·:1sP 1w1·11r:-.. for olJI• 1•• 
rerni11d n111·s1·lf tl1;11 tli1; s11 (·all1·d 111·rf1·1·1 T1·11s1• i11 Ir1·hr(•\\' i..; 
ofte11 us•·d to n·pr1·:-,1;11t so11wtlii11g, 1101 as :ilr1·ady at·t0111pli-..lwd. 
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l1tlt as ·' 11111.lo11bkdl.'· immi11enti · · whc·n· t>XaL·t E11glish wonl<.1 
1·1·quire till• Future with mi atlverbial 1nodifier. See ;)2: 9 f. 

The :·rnff err r:-; al'e here the .J ewi:-;h people repn·:-;enk<l ( Y. 2) by 
.Jp1·mmlt>111 1wrso11ifi1·1l. Tl1e ::;a ml' 1w111C· is emplO)' l'<l in the same 
sL•11sc ,._ U: -ll: :27: -!-1: :26. 28; ;Jl: 17; ::>2: 1, 2, 9. "Zion" 
takes th e plal'e of .Jerusalem Y. 9; H: 27: -lG: 1:3; 49: 1-!; 51: 3; 
5:2: 1. :2. 7. 8. For the people " .Jal'oli .. is nsed -10: 27 ; 48: 1-!; 
-1:2: :2-1:; .+:3: 1. :2:2 . :2.S; H: 1. 2, 21i 2:J; -!;) : -1: -!G : :3 ; -18 : 1, 12, 20: 
'' lsrad. · · with 01· without .J aL·ob~ -10: 27; .J-1 : S, H; .J-2: 2.J-; -!3: 1, 
l;i , :n :28: H: 1. :21 (bis ) . :2:3; -!;) : -1:, 17~ 2;); JG: :3 , 1:3; -!S: 1, 12; 
-!9: 7: and '' .J eshnnm'' -!-1: 2. 

Israel is ealle1 I Yahweh's sernrnt -!l: S, 9; -±:3: 10; -1.J-: 1. 2, 21 

( his ) ; -l;i: .J-: -ft): :W. 'l'h ert' are hrn other passages. 42: 19 and 
-1:-l: :2G. wlH·re tht• word '· servant ' ' has been interpret eil as a 
r olleetive: but in the former tlw fad that the Greek Version 
has the plural makes the Hebrew reading at least doubtful, and 
in th e latt er it is pretty clearly an error for ' 'servants.'~ See 
tlH· parallel tenn ·'messengers.' ' On the other hand, in 43: 10, 
the qualifying l'la11se '· whom I ha Ye chosen,'' whieh is never 
else1-rh!:'re found with either "se1Tants" or "witnesses," con­
firms the C'orredn!:'SS of the present r eading. 

Th ere are Yarions passages from whi ch one C'an gather details 

" ·i th referf·nr0 to thl' natn1·e of 1 he snffer~ng euclnred. Jeru­
salem \ms eYi1l e11tl~ · in r n ins and the snrronncling country a 
desert. SeC' H: 26; ;)l: ;3: ;J:2: 9. In ;).f: 1 ff. the city is com­
pared to a bal'l'eu womau forsaken by her lrnsbancl, and in v. 11 
1leseribet1 as '' afflidl'd , storm-tossl'd. m1L·omfortec1. '' l\Ieanwhile 
tlH· iuhahitant s of the eountr.v, or many of them, are in exi-le 
(;)l: H; .):2: :2 ) . where~ after havjng suffer ed from violence, 

fami ne. and slaughter (;:> l: 19 ) . robbed a nd plnmlered (42: 22 ): 
the~ · are 1·011ti1rnall~- expos~1.l to th e 1:ontempt and cruelty of 
th ei r ma:-;t t> 1·s. S1!1, -11: J 1 f.: .J-9: 7, 1:3; 51: 7, 2;3; 52: 5. The 

scene of th eir sitffrring is Baliylonia ( -18: 20 ) and th e authors of 
their misery th e Bah)·lonians. S ee -12: 5; -!7: G. 

The next point r equiring atteution , the reason for the snffer­
iug dl'Sl'riheil. presents no great diffil'lllty. Iu fact, th e qnestion 
1d1y this suffering was r eqniretl finds its answer iucidentally in 
the first of the messages with which th e prophet seeks to comfort 
his p eople (-1:0:2 ) ; \\·henee it appears that the " service " near-



~IITC IIELL: TIIE SER\".\::\T OF Y.\ll\\"E II IX IS.\. 115 

ing its c• 111J \\·as imposed as a penalt_,. fol' ··all. ·· that is, the 
mul1it11de of. the s1111'1·1·c ·1"s "sins. " [n -!:2: :2-1- th L' proph et is 
mort:' explic·it. · · \\~110. · · he asks. · · gaw .J111·nl1 fo r a spoil, and 
Israel to rohlwrs ? · · a q111 ·s t ion \\'hiL·h or igi11all.'·· perlwps, l1<1l1 
no n11s \\'l' I' heea11sc• it 111·L•1kcl llOlll'. 111 -t. :: : :21 f. hL· urnkcs 
Yah\\' l' h sa~·. 

''Th_,. fil'st foth c·1· si 1mc•1l. 
rn1d tl1_,. i11tL'l'Jll'l'kl's tra1isg1·1·ss c•d :q;;1i11st m e; 

Tl11·rd'or1· l .!.!H\'1· .T:t1·01i to cl1·stn1l'ti o11 . 
;111cl brae•] to r1•\"ili11g-s." 

See. also. -!::': 1"' f.: .-10: 1. 
peopl e as · · t rausg1·c·ssors. ·' and in -±:3: :2-! L'Olltplains t l1at they 
han· · ' bt1l'Lh·11pd" l1i111 \\·ith tl1e·ir sins a11d "\\"l' ari ccl" him witlt 
th t·il' i11iq11iti l's. St'•'. :ilsn. ·H: :2:2. 

The · pid11rc · of tl1t· 1·011ditio11 of th1· .J.·ws tl11ri11g the Exil e is 
1101 c·ompl1·tc · \\'itl1011t so111<·tl1 i11g· said 11bo111 th e pffed of th eir 
suff•·ri11 g- 011 th1·i1· spirits; \\'l1il·h app1•ars i11 th e wa~· in whil'h 
th<')' l'C'C 'f• i\'t•d tilt' Jllt'SS<lg'(' or tll<' ~l'l'()IJcl Ts:1ial1. The ('\'idcnec 
goc·s t<> s l1 ow that tlJC• uw.inrity of tl1t·u1 ar1• \'1'1',\' ch•spo11clcnt and 
see pt ic· 11 l. Th is fr1·I i 11g \'Oic·1 ·s i b·wl f i11 -1-11: :27 f.. \\'l1ere t li e e]o­
fjll L' ll«'l' of t 111' proph•· t is at 011c·1· taxed to stimulate any faith in 
Ya hm·h: 

· · \\'hy s:iy1 · ... t t lio11 .• l:l<·oh. 
a11d spc ·:1kc ·s t. lsnl<'I: 

' .JJy \\'ii ,\' i ... 11 itld1·11 frorn Y:ill\r t· l1. 
a111l Ill." 1·a11s1· passl'!l1 lwyo11d Ill,\' (:ocl ?' 

I )ost t '1011 1101. k110\\' ? 

or· l1i1:--t t 11011 no t l1c•i11·il '! 
.\1 1 1·\·1·1·l;i .... 1 i r1~ ( :od is Yal1\rc ·l1. 

tl11· 1·1·1·;11or of 11w 1• 11tls of ti)(' 1·artl1." 

Sc•1·. also. -!1: 1 L wl11 ·1·1., :11'11·1· ar1otllt'I' 1·0111par·iso11 of Yal1m •h 
with tl 11· id ols of tlw (; 1·111il1· ..... Yal 1w1· l1 lrirns•·lf c·or1rforts his 
p<'opl<· wit 11 t lw c·xl101'1 at ion: 

'' F1 ·a I' 11ot. t hon wo1·111 .J ilt'oh . 

tlr o11 111i t1·• Is ra• ·I; 
I will lwlp tl11•1•, s:1itli Yal1\\'1 •l1 . 

a11C I t l1y H1 •c lc ·c· r111·r is tlw I loly 011c o[ J s rael ; '' 

• Th o r1•adi11g of th o r:rl'ek \ ·ers ion. 
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and 46: 12 f., where the original reading doubtless was: 

''Listen to me, ye disheartened, <//.= 
because far from r ecompense; 

I have broug·ht near my reeompense, it is not afar, 
and my help slrnll not tarry; 

But I will grant help in Sion, 
to Israel glory."* 

w The Greek reading. 

In ch. 49 the prophet quotes two <liseonsolate utterances and 
answers them . Inv. 1-! he represents Sion as complaining, 

'' Yahweh hath forsaken me, 
and the Lord forgotten me.'' 

To whid1 he replies in a wonderful tribute to the divine tender­
ness: 

''Doth a " ·om an forget her suckling, 
that she doth not pity the child of her womb~ 

EYen such may forget, 
lmt I "·ill not forget thee." 

In v. 24 someone in his persistent pessimism objects: 

''Is the spoil taken from the mighty, 
or the captives of the terrible* delivered?'' 
* The reading of the Latin and the Syriac. 

to which he answers : 

''Even the captives of the mighty may be taken, 
and the spoil of the terrible delivered; 

Yea, thy strife will I "·age, 
and thy children will I save.'' 

Many seem to have suffered until their spirits were broken, and 
they liYed in constant fea r and constant need of encouragement. 
It was douLtless such as these to ''horn the prophet, speaking 
for Yahweh, adchessecl the impatient question (51: 12) : 

''I, I am he that comforteth thee;* 
who art thou, that thou fearest 

A mortal that dieth, or a son of man 
that is made grass;-

* The Greek reading. 
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And hast forgotten Yahweh, thy :\Iaker , 
that stretched out heaven and foundeLl the 
earth;-

And trcmblest · all the time 
on account of the fury of the oppressor ? 

·when he hath taken aim to dcstroy,-
,..,.here, then , is the fnry of the oppressor ?·' 

The condi t ion of t he .J cws in exile has now been present ed as 
fully as necessary for the present purpose. It is a sad picture, 
but, as e...-ery reaJ er of t he Old Testament knows, it is an imper­
fect one, be ing one in wh ich only the shadows haYe rceeiYed 
somewhat ade(1nate at t eH ti on . ::\ow h·t the artist complete his 
work, or, to abamlo11 th e figure, le t the prophet of the Exile 
descr ibe th e insp ir ing outlook in wh ich he rejoices. Some of th e 
more general passage.; b1 ·longing und er thi s head haYc al ready 
been ci ted . Of t lw rc·st there arc many bearin g on th e stages 
by ·which t lw uuh appy cowl it inn of th e peopl e of Yahweh is to 
be rel icwd. Fi rst. 0f conrsc. th eir bonds must be broken arnl they 
set free. '· T l11· 1·a p t i \ "e ex ile sh al I speed ily he released , '' says 
51 : 1-L I n fa1 ·t. th •·:· a r•! ass n1·1 ·d that th e t ime has co111 e arnl 
com11w111l1·1l to be prepar c· cl to 

" f: o f1 1rth fro rn Baby lon, 
II···~ fro111 t he Chaltl e:111s. · · 

Sec -! S : ~" : abc , -El : ~; .J ~: 11. ·w h1·11 the:· ask how they :ll't: to 
lie Iiherakd, hr~ 1-;ilb t h.-•i r at101t1i o11 to " on e from tl 1P East'' 
( -11:~ ; -! fi :ll J , fn·sh from eOJ1q111·:--ts i11 the Xor th (-!1 ::2.) ) . 
In -!-! : :2 . ., and -J.) : l thi:-; l11·roi1· Jig-11re i...; itl en tifiell wi th Cyrus. 
True, th cr1~ is rou111 for dou l1t al10 11 t tlw ~1·1111 ill l' J1 ess of tl11· rn1111 i..: 
in the latter of t l 10s1~ p assag•~s, h11t l l11·r1· is uo t tl w same rc·ason 
for ex p11ngi11:,: it fr o111 tlw for1111_·r: a11d if the l' <.! W • ' l'<:', sn life­
l ike is 1 h1~ po1·t ra it 11 r•· t l1a t t lie r1·;1dc·r wit Ii so11 1c k1111 wl1•dge uf 
oriental hislfll'Y would i11\·ollll1tarily sup ply the 0111issi n11. The 
person i111euded is <·•·rt a iuly uot t l1e :--:en·;111t of Yahweh, fol', in 
45: 4 he· is ex prt·ssly disti11:,:11islwcl f ro 111 the latt1·r. 'l' lw1·p is 
another point whi1·h sh 11 11ld not lit' ()\'<·rlooked , 11a1111dy. tl1a1 so1111~ 

of the .Jews of the t ime• s1·1· 111 to ha\·1· obj f'(•lt:d to th•· p rogTalll 
sketched by t lw p rup lwl, lw1;au"ie it lta1 I al ready h1·1· 01 111• t lie 1·11 r­
l'Pll t tead1i 11 g that 011ly a ll 1·l1r1·w c· o11l1l he <«died a ''fri1·11d'' 
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of YalnYeh (-18: 14; comp. 41: 8) and only a descendant of 
D1wicl his ''nnointcll.'' See 45: 1. 'rlie prophet, however , not 
only rebukes the objedors for their obstinate prejudice, but 
repeats one of the prcclidions that had · offended them. Thus, 
-1."'i: 9, he says: 

" \Voe to him that st riveth with his l\Iaker, 
a potsherd among the potsherds of the ground! 

Doth the day say to the potter , ' What makest thou?' 
or his work, ' Thou hast no hands?' " 

then, v. 13, in the name of Yahweh: 

''I myself aroused him in righteousness, 
and all his ways will I direct. 

H e shall hnild my city, 
and all my captiYes shall he r elease.'' 

Having freell his exiled people~ Yahweh must r estore them to 
their country. The prophet represents him as providing for 
them on their j ubilant march thither by a continuous miracle: 

''Let every valley be raised, 
and every mountain and hill be lowered; 

Arnl let the hilly become a level, 
and the rough places a plain. '' 

Thus -10 : -1; in -11: 18 f. YalnYeh promises : 

'' I will open 011 the barrens rivers, 
and in the midst of the plains springs;. 

I will make the wild a pool of water, 
and the draughty land water-sources; 

I will set in th e wild the cedar, 
the acacia. the myrtl e, and the olive; 

I wi ll set in the waste the cypress, 
the elm, and the box together. " 

See also 4:3: rn ff.; 49: 9 ff. Above, this "way of Yahweh" 
was characterizell as ''a continuous miracle.'' In the end it 
becomes an endless wonder, for, in the last r efer ence to it ( 55: 12 
f.), where the exiles go forth ''with gladness,'' while the moun­
tains and the hills "break into shouting" before them "and all 
the trees of the fields clap their hands,' ' the prophet declares 
that 
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''it shall be to Yahweh a memorial 1 

an everlasting sif,,'11 that shall not be destroyed." 

It is not entirely clear whether th 0 prophet intern.Jed that his 
glo,ring des1:ription of Yalmch 's plans for the safety and comfort 
of his peopleon their return to Pal estine should be taken liter­
ally: he •·ertaiuly expede<l that the:• v>onlcl be even more 
wond erfully supplied \rith c.ve rything iieetlfnl than their fathers 
were when ~loses led them out of Egypt. Sec -±:3: 16 ff.; 48: ::n. 
H e is eq11all>· ext ravagant i11 the language he uses coneerning 
the restoration of their natiw· 1·01111try. .Jerusalem, of course, 
is foremost in his thoughts. Thi· first rdcrenecs to it promise 
that it shall. 110t only he rebuilt, lrnt rebuilt by Cyrus. See 
44: 26 ff.: .f.): l :J . In -1!1: 19 Yahm·h is made to say: 

"Thy waste and thy dL•solat e plaecs 
aml thy r11 i11ed l<111Ll-

S11rely. 110\\·. it :-.ha ll lit> too strait for the inhabitant, 
a11d th1·y that d1·Yo11r thee shall be far mrny." 

See. also. 51: :~: :-,:2: !J. But it is eh. 5-1 in whieh lH: 1s most 
prod igal of his prnmisPs. lle exhorts th e holy city: 

··Enlarge the plae1..! for thy tent. 
and thy 1·11rtai11s• extend ;t spare not. 

Le11gt he11 thy l'ords 
awl stre11gthen thy stakes; 

For rig-ht and left shalt thou break forth, 
anc1 thy s1•c•cl shall possess nations.'' 

• The phrase ''of thy 1lwt>llings'' is wanting in the Greek. 
t The rm1ling of the Latin anJ th e Syriac. 

Thus in vs. 2 f.: tlw11 in Ys. Jl f.: 

'' .All1ieteJ, stor111-tosse1l, 11rwomfortccl, 
lo. I \\'ill lay tliy stones i11 stibium, 

alJCl tliy fo11nclatio11s in sapphires; 
I will pu t rnbi1·s for thy battl1·111ents, 

and for thy gates (•arb11111·les; 
a11cl thy whole border shall be pr0eious stones." 

The prophd evidc11tly bcliP\·ed that the rcstorat ion of .Jern­
salern would be the lwgi1111i11g of a 11cw era of growth, prosperity, 
and i11fl11c•11(•e for his people. Tli is is c·l1·ar from th1~ passa~es 
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in ch. 54 already quoted. 'rhcre are others of similar import. 
Thus, it appears from 43: 5 f. that the return from Babylonia 
is only a part of a larger movement toward Palestine; for 
Yahweh here says: 

''I will bring thy seed from the East, 
and gather them from the West; 

I will say to the North, 'Give up,' 
and to the South, ''\Vithhokl not; 

Bring my sons from afar, 
and my daughters from the end of the earth.' " 

In 44: 3 f. he promises that he will pour his spirit upon the new 
community and 

"Then shall they spriug up like grass in the ruidst of water, 
like poplars by watercourses.'' 

At the same time their numbers will be increased by conversions 
from the Gentiles ( v. 5) : 

'' One shall say, 'I am Yahweh's,' 
and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; 

Yea, another shall inscribe on his hand 'Yahweh's,' 
and surname himself by the name of Israel.' ' 

The Gentiles generally will not only reeognize Yahweh as the 
only true Goll, but will even become subservient to his people. 
This is the tearhing of 49: 22 f., ·where Yahweh says: 

"Lo, I will uplift to the nations my hand, 
and to the peoples my signal; 

Aml they shall bring my sons in their bosoms, 
and my daughters on their shoulders shall they 
carry. 

Kings, also, shall be thy guardians, 
and princesses thy nurses. 

Face to the earth shall they do thee homage, 
yea, the dust of thy feet shall they lick." 

See also 45: 14 f., whieh, however, at least in its present form, 
seems not so well to represent the Second Isaiah. 

A good deal of spaee has been given to the promises by which 
the prophet sought to sustain and encourage his people in their 
misfortunes, hut it vrns not otherwise possible to do justice to 
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the great things which he believed to be in store for them, and it 
is still necessary to the attainment of the purpose of this study 
to inquire what, to his mind, moved Yahweh to authorize him 
to make these promises. There is little, if any, evidence that he 
thought his people worthy of so great cli,·ine favor. In fact, 
his repcatc<.1 strictures on them produce the contrary impression. 

· Sympathy with thei r sufferings is only one, arn.1 that not the 
most prominent, of the motives by whid1 he represents Yahweh 
as being act uated in exerting his power to their benefit. In 
40: 2, it is true, the wor(1 "comfort" is in strong contrast with 
the phrase "<1onblc for all th eir sins." See, also, 47: 6. In 
49: 10, again. it is an ad of mere!· for him to lead his people 
fort h from captivity 1 and in Y. l:l heaven and earth are called 
upon to sing anJ rcjoiec beea11sc he is going to comfort them 
an<l "ha Ye compassion on his affli cted "; while in v. 15 he 
declares, as above quoted, that a moth er would sooner forget her 
sucking babe than he wouk1 forget I srael. See also 51: 22 f., 
where, because his peopl e, in their misery, find no one else to 
comfort them, he promises to take their part against their 
oppressors. 

The prophet also represents tlH· llet"rmination of Yahweh to 
help Israel as prompteJ lJ~· a peculiar r elation between him and 
them. Thus, in 41: S ff., Yahweh uses the significant form of 
address. "Israel, rny sen·ant, .Jacob, whom I have chosen, the 
seed of Abraham. rny fricml"; in which there is doubtless an 
allusion to the covenant on whieh the IIclircws some~imes unwar­
rantably pr ided themselves. The same id0as arc more closely 
connecte<l in 43: 1, where Yahweh is made to say, 

"Fear not, for I will r<'<1t•(' lll thee; 
I ha Ye <·allc(1 th ee by thy 11amc, thou art mine." 

S0c, also, ·14: 1 f.: -l;}: -l; -Hi: !3 f.; 49: 7; 51: 16; in the first two 
of which he again calls lsrac>l his sen·ant. In 54: 7 the bon<l 
between him an<1 Israel is lik1~ n<:1l to that between a husband and 
his wife, as in Hosea, .Jprcmiah, and Ezekiel. 

A thirJ motive attrib11tc<l to Yahweh in his espousal of the 
cause of Israel is a desire to display his own divine glory. No 
one can read the chapters now under examination 'vithout get­
ting the impr<>ssion that this is more prominent than either of 
the others. Yahweh claims nothing less than the homage of 
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mankind, aml, that he may rcl'eive his due, his work is clone in 
the eyes of the whole world. In 40: 5 the tleliverance of Israel, 
it is declare<.1, will be a revelation of the glory of Yalnveh. In 
41: 20 the subject is imlc:finite, but it is evi<lently men in general , 
whom he expects to eonvince, by his wonderful deeds, of his 
unique godhead. In 42: S he gives as a reason for his activity 
in Israel's behalf that he will not give his glory to another or 
his praise to graven images. In 44: 23 the prophet calls upon 
heawn a111l earth to rejoice because Yahweh is about to redeem 
Jacob and glorify himself in Israel. In 49: 26 Yahweh promises 
to deliver his people from their oppressors, aucl that thus all 
flesh shall see aud know that he is their Savior and their 
Redeemer, the l\Iighty One of J aeob; and in 52: 10 that he will 
bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends 
of the earth shall see the help wrought by Israel's Goel. Finally, 
see 53: 13, where it is triumphantly tleclared that this glorious 
deliYeranee 

''shall be a memorial to Yahweh, 
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.'' 

The people of Yahweh are expede<.1 to spreaLl the news of the 
deliverance promisetl, ·when it has been accomplished, to enhance 
the fame of their Goel. Thus, in 43: 10 he says: 

''Ye are my witnesses, 
and my servant ·whom I have chosen ; 

That ye may know and believe in me, 
and umlerstand that it is I;'' 

where the se<.:oml ''ye·' is probauly a mistake for ''they.'' 
According to 4:3: 21 they are a people that he formed for him­
self to rehearse his praise. See, also, 44: S. ·when they :finally 
( 48: 20 ) go forth from Bahylon, they are commancleLl: 

"""With a ringing voice declare, proclaim this; 
Send it forth to the encl of the earth; 
Say, Yahweh hath retleC>med his servant .Jacob. " 

The passages eited in the preceding paragraph should not be 
interpreted as indieating that Yahweh is so intent on his own 
glory that he has no object beyond or beside it. This is not the 
case. In fact, he seeks the recognition of his own people for 
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their best interest, a111l of ma11kintl for a purpose whieh is most 
clearly brought ont in -!;) : :.?:.?. whl'rc· h1• mak1·s prodamat ion to 

the world, 

"Turn unto me and he YL' s;n-cd. 
all the cuds of th .. earth.·· 

This is the r1·aso11 wh~· he has s\rorn ( v. :.?:) ) that to hilll ewry 
knee shall bow and by him L'\'L'I">. t 011g-u e shall swear. Th en. as 
he says in .11: -!. i11strndion \rill go forth from him. and his 
decree for a light to th e peoples. 

Th e reader was gin.·11 to 1111Lkrstand, at the start. that this 
stu<ly would eowr 1 he whol e of l'hs. -10-55. Ile rnnst han~ 

notieed that 1·Prtai11 s1·1·tions in these <"hapters ha\·c been 
negl eded. Th C'~· are -!:2: 1--!. with th e thrl'e nrses following; 
49: 1-G: .)0: -!-~!. with tl1t· two following Ycrses: and ;):.? : l:J-;);): 

12. Th ese sedio11s relllain to lie discussed; but, before they arc 
cxami11ed. it will lw well tn put into a s111·<'im·t stat1•111ent th0. 
results alread,\· ol1tai11t·d. 'l'lw following arc th1• prill(·ipal 
points: Tl 1e .J1 ·ws are suffering, some of th1·m in Babylonia. 
Tlw.v ;ire s11ffPri11g-. tlwy d>llfrss. 011 <1L·<·ou11t of their clisloyalty 
to th1·ir (:otl. Cyl'lls appe;11·s 011 the horizo11, a111l a namelf•ss 
propl1<.·t n·1·ng11iz1 ·s in him tlwir <) .. livc r1 ·r. The proplwt dee lares 
that. Jl()t for tl11·ir sak1·. h11t for tl11· sak(' or tl11·ir fa1he1·s an1l 
that he urny r1·\·1-;il h is u11i4111P godl11 ·a1l. Yall\ri•li lws 1·0J>11llis­
sioned the l'1 ·rsia11 king- to sd them fret'. 'l'lit>y ar<~ slow to 
belif'\'(', b11t lw pil'1111·1·s tlll'lll )t>;i\'ill).! tlw s1·1•111• or tlwir s11ff1·ri1q!. 
crossin).! the d1·~1'1'1. 1111d1:1· di,· i1ll' !!11idan1·1· and prnkl'1ion , h,,. a 
rnirae11lo11s lii: .. dl\rny. a11d r1·rn·1·11pying. with srn1gs of tri11111pli , 
thf•ir restor1 ·d 1·01111try. Fi11:ill.\· tlwy h1·hold 1111' 11atio11s. 11111\·1·d 
hy th .. ir t1·sti111t>IJ.\' to tlws1· \\'011d1·1·s. r1·1·11g-11izi11g' Y:ilrn·1·l1 :1...; tl11· 
ouly true (;od ilJltl ('Jll'lllli11g- 1lw1>1s1·h·1·s (llJJt>llg' l1 is \\'ol'ship1•rs. 

T his is tlw gist 11f wl1<11. i11 tlw 11arr1>\\t'l' s1·11s1·. is 1·alled :--; 1·1·ond 
Isaiah . .-\1 1y 11n1· tol1·nd1ly f:1lllilia1· with tlw Old T1·sta1111·1J1 will 
find 1111' li111· of tl11111g-l11 fa1J1ili:1r. '1'111· 1':11·1 is 11ia1 it is pra1· ­
tieally that of I' ~.:.!:.!. or. if 01w 1·a1111ol at·1·1·pt its 1111ity, of tl11~ 

last te11 \'1•rs1·s. I l1·r1·. also. t IH·r1· is a s11ff1·r1•r. 111: is pro\·ide11 -
tially d1•1i\·1·r1·d . rn11l. in 1·011s1·11w·111·1•, 1110\'1:d 11> brin).! a tl1ank­
ofTerini.; a11d 11·stify to tlw gr1·:>ln1·,s and good1wss of Yall\\1·l1 to 
his assc)('iat1·s. nnd 1·\'1·11 lwfor1• lsr:i1·l. gT1·at :111d slllall. Tlw 
story spreads tu 1111~ ( :1·111il1~s. and tlwy as well w.; Isra1·) lw411wa1li 



JOURNAL OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE 

it to thei r l'hiklren and their ehildren 's children. rrhus all 
mankind l'Ollle to know· Y alnveh and trust in him for their 
sah·ation. 

The similarity between this line of thought and that traced 
through most of Isa. 40-55 is evident. ·what is the case with the 
hitherto neglcdetl sections? It is pretty generally agreed that 
they, without the verses appemleJ to two of them, are by one 
author. but there are some who deny them to the Second Isaiah 
and m;sign the appemled verses to the eLlitor who inserted them. 
Let them speak for themselves. 

First in order of the points on which these sections are to be 
t ested are those on the subject of suffering, and the very first 
question to be pnt is, Who is here the sufferer? There is no 
difficulty in discovering that it is the Servant of Yahweh; but 
does the author of these sections mean by this phrase the same 
person or persons as it denotes elsewhere? In the passages 
already examined, without exception, it meant Jacob or Israel 
as a collective name for the H ebrews in some part or view. It 
is natural to expect to find it used in tlw same sense in these 
sections, and 49: 3 favors that expectation; but it will be found 
that there is no other case which is equally clear and that, in 
this one, the interpretation proposed is forbidden by the fact 
that, in vs. 5 £., the Servant is clearly distinguished from "the 
tribes of .Jacob.'' The only way to bring the whole passage into 
harmony is to omit the name Israel in v. 3, whereupon the Serv­
ant becomes a person or persons, other than the peopl.e Israel, 
" 'hose identity here and elsewhere in these sections remains 
undefined. See 42 : 1; 49 : 5, 6 ; 52: 13. It is sufficient for the 
present purpose to have made this point, but it may be noted 
that, although the Servant in these passages is not Israel, there 
is no objection to identifying him with an elect fraction of the I 
people or an unknown individual, and that 50: 10 f., which, as 
has been explained, is an editorial addition to vs. 4-9, favors the · 1 

latter of these alternatives. 
·when one inquires concerning the nature of the suffering of 

the Serrnnt of Yahweh in 42: 1-4, etc., also, it is found to differ 
from that of the Serrnnt who represents the people Israel. 
'fhey Yl'ere in captivity in Babylonia, surrounded by idolatry, 
deprived of their political rights and privileges, and exposed to 
the contempt and cruelty of their conquerors. In the sections 
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now under eonsideration there is no reference to Babylonia or 
idolatry. The SerYant. whoeYer he is, is with his people, seek­
ing. not to set them. as captiYe J ews. at liberty, but to gather 
them, as smTiYors of the tweh·e tribes. into a new nation. See 
49: 5 f. Ile has a u:ork. while the other Serrnnt is merely a 
'witness to testify to the greatness of the d eeds of Yahweh done 
in his interest. H e suffers at t he hanlls, not of tyrannieal 
hea then rulers, but of corrupt and ruthless opponents. See 
50: 8 f .. also 11. He is 11ot only despised and abused, like the 
other, hut he is finally put to death and buried as a common 
criminal. See 5:3: :3, S f. 

The Servant in 42: 1--1, etc., not only suffers differently from 

the other, but from a different cause. The latter, as he is 
r ep eate<lly reminded, suffers for his sins; in the ease of the 
form er , no one but his blind and ernel enemies attribute his mis­
fortun es to the wrath of a11 offended God, and they, in the end, 
arc so impressed by his eharaeter and conduct that they are 
obliged to repudia te a hitherto uw1uestioned doctrine and seek 
a n ew explana tion of his suffe rings. 

Being what he is and ha,·ing '·a conscie11ee Yoid of offenee" 
toward Uod as ,,·el l as toward 111a11. this Sernrnt meets his suffer­
ings in a spirit d iff1· r ent from that \\"hieh eharaeterized th e other. 
The latti· r. it wi ll he rt·111t·111bered. is repeatedly r epresented as 
sadly laeki11g in faith and co11nig( •. Xot so th e Hameless one. 
01dy 011e(· does he sec111 to g-iYe plaee to diseouragement, and 
tlie11 he 111akes thP Jl)( ·11t io11 of th1· postpo111·11H'nt of his sueeess 
an oeea'Sion fol' ass(•J'ting his eonficlet)('C in Yahweh. See 49: 4. 
lie fina lly d1 ·fit·s liis <uh·e!'saries (:iU: 8 f. J awl goes to his <leath 
wi~1out a struggle or a 11111r11111r. S ee ;J:J: 7. 

In 42: 1--1 , etc., abo, Yal1weh has his p11rpos1·s. hut th e exeen­
tion of tlw111 is not to lw so s1wd:wular as i11 the ea'ie of the 
things promised to th P Serrn11t Isra el. There arc two of these 
purposes whieli arc of 111a.ior importa11ec. That whi eh is the 
more exi gent eo1wen1s his own p eopl e. It is first stated in -19: 5, 
where th e text a11cl tli e trn11slatio11 are both somewhat 1111certai11, 
but the most 11at11ral r e11 d e ri11g is. 

" To hri11g .Jaeuh liaek to him, 
and that lsl'acl be not destroyed.''• 

•This ren dering rc<Juire!l no d1ange in the text , a !-1 doeR that of the 
English Version. 
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It is fayored by v. G, where the same purpose is repeated in the 
words, 

· · 'l'o raise up th e trihes of ,fo('. Ob, 
and to restore th e preserved of Israel ''; 

fo1· Oll C \rho l'Onld speak of his people as ''the preserved,'' that 
is, th e remnant, '' of Israel, '' may ,,·ell haw thought of them as 
threatenell with destrudion. 'When these two versions are com­
binctl it appears that Yahweh\; first ea re is to "bring haek," or 
restore "to him," not Judah only, hnt all the " tribes of Jacob,'' 
and "raise" them " np,'' that is, r eestablish them in their land. 

The sam e purpose seems to be referred to in 42: 6 and 49: 8, 
\Yhere) aeeor<ling to the English Version. Yahweh says, "I will 
keep (preserYe) thee, and giYe thee for a covenant of the 
people. '' There is an oth er possible rendering for the final 
phrase, namel~·, ''a covenant people. '' This, to be imre, makes 
the Sen ·ant mean Israel, but that is no obj ection , since, as has 
heel! explained, 42: 5-7 is an editori al addition, th e object of 
whieh \ms to eombine two views of the person and function of 
the Sen ·an t. and 49: 8, in part , was borrowed from it for a 
similar context. 

Yahweh 's seeond great purpose is to enlighten the nations " to 
the encl of the earth. '' ·what is meant by this fignrative expres­
sion may be learned from 42: 1-4. The light with which he 
purposes to illmnine the world is the knowledge of jnstice, a 
fnndam ental a ttrilmte of the divine nature (Ps. 97: 2), the laek 
of whieh has always been one of the most serious defects of the 
oriental eharaeter. 

The God of the Senant Israel, havi ng determined to restore 
his people, aYa il s himself of the military prowess of Cyrus in the 
p rosecntion of hi s design, never , howeYer , a llmving the king to 
forget that he is merely the instrument of a higher power. See 
4;): 1 ff. In .+~: 1--+, et«., also, Yahweh has his instrument, and, 
singularly t'nongh, as has already ineidentally appear ed. this 
instrument is his Sen 'ant; that is to say, th e snffere r is ehosen 
to help those who are the authors of his suffering. 'fh e means 
by \d1ieh Jw is eommissioned to assist in the reestablishment of 
Israel and the l'nlightenment of the nations is pretty clearly indi­
eatccl. rrhns. from 42: 1 it appears that he is endowed with the 
spirit of Yahweh; from 4!J: 2 that his mouth is like a sharp 
sword; from 50: -l: that he has the tongue of the learned; and 
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from 42: 4 that what he has to offer is instrudi o11 in justice: all 
of which means that he is either a prophet or a scribe, or a guild, 
eonsistiug of p ersons of the one or the othe r <0 alli11g. The 
former is supported by 50: 10, where those in tl'oub1e are 
exhorted to obey the Yoicc of the SerYant. bnt. of course, this 
verse has the n1lue only of an editorial opinion. :Jiore i111por­
tant is .J!): G, the last elause of whieh. ho\\'<•\·er. shonld he 
renderc<l. as in the lllargin of th e Re\·isL·tl Eng-lisli \ \: rsion. "that 
my salvation may he to til e c11cl of the earth.·· 111 l'ithl'l' t·ase 
the Scrrnnt is Hot so llllll'h a witness to the deeds of Yahweh as 
an iuterpreter in that ,,·h ieh he is and \\·ills. 

It r emaills to l'Ollsider the l'!'Sl!lts of the uu11am c<l Servant's 
mission compared with th e· J' (•storntion of .J ernsal e111 and Pah·s­
tiue and th e rel at ions of the n •(·nnstrnl't L'tl 1·0111mm1it;: \\·ith othl'r 
peopl1:.-s. as pi<'l11recl i11 l' hs . .'i-t f. In -t~: -l Y<i11weh dcdares that 
the Sen"<tllt wil l «'stablish .i11st ie1 · in tl11· earth. the nations eager!~· 

reeei vi11g h is instmetio11. llis s11L·1·1 ·ss is ;dso i111plie(l in 5~: 1:3 
ff .. where th e 1·xaltat ion of 1 IH' ag-c·nt 11111s t 111 • n·gardcd as the 
reward fol' th e a1T0111pli~h111l'11t of his miss ion. Both. howe\·cr. 
arc yet fn t11 l' r· . T he sum1· 11111st be trw· of 1·h. ;):l. The Scn·ant, 
wheth er h" r1·p1Ts1·n1s one or 111a11y. s1·1•111s 10 ha\'c a <.:L' l'tain 
reality in a pe rson 01· persous with whose elta1·aet c 1· and experi­
enec the author of tl11· elwptcr was aefpiaint<'1I. Il e undertakes 
to pietul'c tir e fttrth1 ·r 1-;1 n ·1·r of his ideal. ll1 · first puts the 
story in to tl1 c 111011ths t1f tlw :--;,.n·a11t's fnt11r1 · eo11te111potarics. 
who iµ-110r1·d wli1·n 1lw.\· w1·1·1· not p( ·1·s1 •1 ·11ti11!! hi111: makes 1h1•111 
dcscrilJt' t lw 1·tJ11t1·111pt and a\·1· 1·s it111, th1· ;1\ihorl'•'IJ•·•·. with wlril'h 
they n ·g;1rd1·d hi 111 . and 1lw 1·rn1·lty with whi1·h tl)('y ha1·ass1·d 
hirn a11d finally 1·t1111pass1:d hi..; d1·at Ir. on ly to lind tllilt th•',\" l1ad 
11111r1lere1l a11 i11110t·1·1it 11 1<111 ;1111 ! t llt'ir 1110:-.1 1l1·\·ot1 ·1l lwrwf;11·tor. 
'l'lr 1· 11 tilt' a11tl1 or tak1·s 11p tlw tlw1111" a111!. aft•·!' payi11g tril111l1· 
to tlr1~ virtw·s ot' tlw :--:1 ·1·,·a1 1t. l'o1· .. t1·lls t!1 c vi11di1·atio11 ot' l1i s 
eharad1· 1·. tilt' tri1lll1pli of t lw 1·a11s1; of Yahweh thr t111!!h his 
u11s1·1fish 1l 1·\·otio11. an1l Ir is sta r1 !i11:.r 1·xaltatio11. aln·a1!y 11r0111is1·1l 
in :>~: J:{ ff. 

Thi ~ beal'i11g or 1·11. .-,:~O il tlr1; poi nt i11 qlll'Sli on dl'S l'l'\'L'S a littl1• 
ful'tlwr atti-11tio11. lt s t1·stimo11y. as ahov1~ stat1·d. is loJlw 1°!1'1"1'1 
that tli1· 1·a11s1• 111' \' ;d1w1·h will tri11111pl1. Tl1is s1·1·1 11 s to !w t!w 
111ca11i11g, it' tlw t1·xt is 1·01-r1·1·t l for 1·l'iti1·al s11gg1·stio11s. ~···· 
Duh111 , )ilar ti. 1'11·. 1, 1,f 1!11· ela 11s1· i11 \'. 10 tra11slal1·1l. "llw 
pleasure of Yali\r1·li shall pro:·qwr i11 his l1a11ds, '' wlii1·li 1·a11 01ily 
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rl'ft'r to the joint purpose of Yalnn'h, that Israel be established 
and the lrnowh'd ge of Yahwt'h, and his power to help and save, 
be pnbl ishetl to the end of the earth. (See 49: G, IiV, margin.) 
Note. ho'n'n'r, that the aeeomplishment of this purpose has no 
p1'0111i11 eut·e in this l'hapter. On the other hand, while the 
JH'o1w1· work of the Serrnnt, as the ngcnl of Yahweh, is thus 
only im• iden tally 11H' 11t io11t'd , tht' Serrnnt himst'lf, with his really 
ine idcn tal snll\•l'ing. tlH' rn'w int erpretation of it, and the reward 
of his St' l f-saeritit't', tWl'llp~· the t•n tire fon•gronnd. 'l'h is fact is 
signitil·ant. Jn the first, pl:l('(', it adds a11other to the points 
all'l'ady made, i11dil'at.i11g that the Serrnnt of this ehaptcr is not 
tht' one idcntitit'd with l sral'l, and th at , for th is and other 
rt•asons, the Sl'et ions It) whil·h i l lie longs arc from a not her hand 
than that of th e ant hor or aut ho l's of the rest of ·l0-55. It also 
sct'ms to haw a lw<u·i11g 011 the identity of th e nameless Servant, 
nihl for this r eason: 'l'hc dcseript ion of the reward in store for 
him n 'minds one of Dn. 1~ : 1-3; that is to say, it is an appeal, 
and sinee so publie :111 appt' al would hardly be addressed to a 
single, at·eording to Duhm historieal , individual, and since, as 
has bt't'n shown, he is not Israel in its en lirety, he must be some 
part. of th e 1woplt~ who a re sufferin g, and whom the author, like 
the author of Dn . 1~ : 1 - :~. hoped to eneonrage to endure their 
ills, unt il their Uod should i11tcr\'c11e, for the s:1lw of their reli­
gion. F inally, from the nature of the s11fferi11g depicted, oue 
seems warra11ll'd in iufrrring that it was intlieteJ, not by foreign 
oppresso l's, but li.'· some hostile party a111011g the .Jews themselves 
after the Hl•storation. That, during this 1wriod, the godly some­
times sutl't'l'Cll e \'t'n 1111to lk:1th is eYide11t from 57: 1 f., where 
the a 11 t hor la11wn ts t ht' fa k of these 111nrtyrs: 

· · 'l'he rightt1 011s JH' rish eth, and no man 
tHketh it to lll' :11·t: 

'l'hl' pious are taken away, 
1101ll' gi Ying het'd: 

For t hro11g-h (1 vil is the ri ght eons takeu away, 
hl' t' ntercth into peaee; 

'l'ht•y rt's t ()Jl t heil' t•onehes, 
whtwver walked strn igh tfonrardly. '' 

Ifo of thL' Sl1 1'\':rnt Songs. with ket' ner Yision, saw in them, and 
their l ikt', hl'il's to thl1 mission wh it•h his peopl e as n whole had 
prowd unable to fulfil. 


