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Another charge made against the Christians was that of dis-
loyalty. This applied not only to their pacifism but to their
whole opposition to idolatry and to participation in civil duties.
In spite of Paul’s words about obedience to rulers and Jesus’
famous saying about rendering to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, they did not interpret their duty as being unqualified
obedience to the emperor—whether he was right, or whether he
was wrong. For, as Tertullian puts it, ‘‘if all things are
Caesar’s, what will belong to God?¢’’** The precepts of loyalty
to state they applied only to cases where conscience showed no
conflict with loyalty to God. In other cases they preferred to
obey God rather than men,® and to take the eonsequences.

The plea of national patriotism liactantius meets fairly and
squarcly. Referring to the saying of a pagan writer, ‘‘Reckon
the interests of our eountry as having the first place,’’ he writes:

‘“When the concord of men is taken away, virtue has no existence at all;
for what are the interests of our country but the inconveniences of another
state or nation? That is, to extend the boundaries which are violently
taken from others, to increase the power of the state, to improve the
revenues—all which things are not virtues but the overthrowing of virtues.
For, in the first place, the union of human society is taken away, the
abstaining from the property of another is taken away; lastly justice itself
is taken away, which is unable to bear the tearing asunder of the human
race, and wherever arms have glittered, must be banished and exterminated
from thence. This saying of Cicero is true: ‘But they who say that regard
is to be had to citizens but that it is not to be had to foreigners, these
destroy the common society of the human race; and when this is removed,
beneficence, liberality, kindness and justice are entirely taken away.’ For
how can n man be just who injures, who hates, who despoils, who puts to
death? Yet they who strive to be serviceable te their country do all these
things; for they are ignorant of what this being serviceable is, who
think nothing useful, nothing advantageous, but that which ean be held by
the hand; and this alone cannot Le held, beeause it may be snatehed away.

““Whocever then has gained for his country these ‘goods,” that is, who
by the overthrow of eities nnd the destruction of nations has filled the
treasnry with money, nand hns taken lands and enriched his countrymen—
he is extolled with praises to the henven; in him thero is suid to bo the
grentest and perfeet virtue. And this is the error not only of tho people
and the ignorant, but nlso of philosophers, who even givo precepts for
injustice, lest folly and wickedness should be wanting in discipline and

“ De ddol, 15.

¥ Ae. 53205 Orig. €. Cels, viil, 26; Tertull, Apol. 45: Dcum non procon-
aulem timentes,  Of sneh views Celsus (apud Orig., op. cit., viii. 2) says,
“CThis is the langunge of sedition, and is only used by those who separate
themselves nnd stand aloof from nll human socicty.’”’
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