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HONEYCOMB 2/3 (July 2001); 49-53

God and Money
Part Three—The Search for
True Riches
Neal YOUNGQUIST
The Mad Race

e don’t have to look far to find people in a mad race to
\’s) acquire riches. At times the race becomes very
competitive, fueled by a strong desire to increase status
and power by possessing more material goods or riches than one’s
neighbor. This pursuit of riches has its consequences. The quest
for riches leads people down the dangerous slide of moral
compromise leading eventually to destruction. Soon everything is
acceptable for the purpose of acquiring more. Corruption, bribery,
gambling, lying, oppressing the poor, and other evil practices lead
people—regardless of ethnicity or nationality—blindly on this
broad path to ruin.

Is possessing material wealth ungodly? No—there were
many in the Bible who lived righteous lives and possessed great
wealth. Abraham, Job, and Cornelius are a few examples of those
God blessed with wealth. These men and others recognized that
God is the source of wealth'. They had the strength of character
and trust in God to prevent riches from becoming the controlling
master of their lives.”

'Deut 8:17,18; Prov 10:22.
Matt 6:24.
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True Riches

There are
those, however,
who have fallen
prey to the deceit
of riches with the
clear intention of
obtaining riches in
their own way and
time. Balaam,
Achan, Gehazi,
and Judas, just to
name a few,
succumbed to the
power of riches to
their own demise.
They all made
riches their god
and paid the price
for it in the end.

To the surprise of many, material wealth is not all-

powerful.
judgment,’

source of happiness.’

pleasure?

It has limitations!

Wealth cannot save in the day of
does not last forever,® cannot satisfy,5

and is not a

Is it not better to seek after true riches that
last forever than chasing after temporal earthly gain? What are
these eternal riches that are available to those seeking after God’s

*Prov 11:4; Ps 52:5-7.
*Prov 27:24; Matt 6:19.

SEccl 5:10.
®Eccl 2:26.
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Wisdom

The supreme treasure is wisdom. Throughout thé book ‘of
Proverbs, the reader is encouraged again and again to search for it
with all his or her ability. There was a common saying among the
Jews: “Seek that to which other things are necessarily connected.”
A king once said to his friend, “Ask what you want, and I will give

it you.” He
thought within.
himself, “If I ask
to be made a
general I will
easily obtain it.
I wil ask
something to
which all other
things can be
added.” He then
said, “Give me
your daughter as
my wife.” This
he did knowing
that all  the
blessings of the
kingdom would be added to this gift.’

Similarly, all the blessings of God are found in wisdom.
Finding wisdom is like finding a source of never-ending treasures
such as purity, peacefulness, gentleness, - submissiveness,
compassion, sincerity, fruitfulness, and impartiality.® These riches
of the heart are priceless, worth far more than mere silver and gold.

Where can these riches of wisdom be found? Job writes
that God understands the way to them, and he alos:e knows where
they dwell’ The storehouse of wisdom is found in respect,

'Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New
Testament— Electronic Edition (Indiana: Parsons Technology, 1999), s.v.
Matt 6:33. .

*Jas 3:17.

*Job 28:23.
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adoration, and obedience to the Lord and his commands. And it
can be obtained from God—the master creator and source of
wisdom who gives generously to all those who ask without
doubting.'

Knowing Christ

Wisdom is also found in knowing Christ, who became for
us wisdom from God."' Coming into fellowship with God does not
only mean the richness of eternal life, but also the opportunity for
intimacy with our creator. Paul valued this intimacy so much that
he surrendered everything that men count as valuable for the
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ.'> As Christ is revealed to
us, we begin to understand the manifold blessings of the Kingdom
of God and his supreme power working on our behalf."’ Like
wisdom, knowing Christ requires a persistent dedication to seek
him and follow after his commands.

Contentment

The lust for riches and power was just as strong in the days
of the early church as they are today. In the midst of a greedy and
corrupt generation, Paul encouraged his student Timothy with a
gem of truth that, as usual, turns the world’s system upside down:
Godliness with contentment is great gain.'* Working in harmony,
these twin powers of godly living and a sense of inward sufficiency
result in enormous strength and steadfastness.

It was with such astounding qualities that the early saints
gladly chose to endure great persecution and loss of possessions
rather than indulge in the seducing materialism of the age."” With
great anticipation and confidence these pilgrims and aliens saw
from afar an approaching unshakable Kingdom with better and

%Jas 1:5-8.

"1 Cor 1:30.
2Phil 3:8-11.
PEph 1:15-23.
1 Tim 6:16.
“Heb 10:32-39.
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lasting possessions. They properly appraised the temporal
corruptible riches of the world and found it woefully insufficient
when compared with the eternal riches of the Kingdom.

A Choice

Today, God has given us a choice—to build our lives on
the true riches of his Kingdom, or to seek after the elusive rewards
of materialism. The shifting sands of power, gain, and self-worth
are short-lived and will not last the storms of life. Only the one
‘who is supported by the pillars of godly wisdom, intimacy, and
contentment will stand forever. The choice is obvious but only
fully realized when we cultivate a lifestyle that is pleasing to him
and effective in our pursuit of the Kingdom.
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™ Adam Clarke, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the New Testament— Electronic

Edition (Indiana: Technology, 199), s.v. Matt 6:33.

® Jas 3:17
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