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PREFACE 

TO THE THIRD VOLUME. 

To the Chri.flian Readers~ 

BELOVED ;BRETHREN, 

As the General Baptifl Magazine, will 
now, at leafi, for the prefent, be difcontinued, permit the 
EDITOR to fill a blank . page with a word of Exhort-
ation. 

_I. Remember that all things here, are fading and 
.~affing away._ You and I fliall foon leave the world• 
with all it's cares, toils, and enjoyments. Set not, then, 

. )'Our affeclions on things below, but on tho[e which are 
above. Make fure work for Eternity. • Make your 
, c:alling and elecHon fure; and then the eternal inheritance 
will alfuredly be your portion, That inheritance will 
.be infinitely more than a recompence for all your labours 
and fufferi~gs in your pilgrimage through this life. 
Look daily to the Lord. Maintain continual "communion 
with the Father, and with his Son Jefo$ Chrifr," in 
faith, meditation, and_ humble ardent prayer. Never for­
get that believing prayer enfures fpiritual profperi y; and 

• that the lat~er cannot be enjoyed without diligent attention 
to the former: Regard the welfare of your bretnren, and 

make confcience of pracl:ifing mutual exhortation and ad­
momt1on. "Exhort one another daily, a5 fo much the 

1n0re, as ye fee the day approachins, 
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2, Remember the value of Divine truth, and fieadfa(Uy 
adhere to it. Divine truth is the food of the foul. Feed 
upon it, that you may be "firong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might." It is wonderfully adapted to the condi­
tion of man. Among the various branches of Divine truth, 
whtch are clearly revealed in fcripture, I venture to recom­
mend the following te your frequent and ferious contempla­
tion ; as you mull: have obferved that they are exprefsly de­
clared in fcripture; and as you will find, by experience, that 
they are of peculiar importance, and leave the bell impreffiom~ 
llpon your minds. The guilty, polluted, and helple(s condi­
tion of all men in their natural fiate ; the purity of the Divine 
Jaw, and the infufficiency of all human ·righteoufnefs; the 
godhead and atenement of \the Lord Jefus Chrift, with his 
ability, and readinffs, to fave all that believe in him; the 
univerfality of our Lord's death, and the glorious way of 
ialvation, opened by it for every ffnner who comes to him by 
faith ; the abfolute freenefs of falvation by Chrill; to all that 
come to him, without any recommending excellencies wbat­
foever; the neceffity of regeneration by the Divint fpirit, fa a 
ft-ate of holinefs and conformity to the law and image of God, 
in order to our admiffion into the kingdom of heavens tlfe 
neceffity of diligence, watc:hfulnefs, ,prayer, and the contihual 
exercife of faith, in ·order to overcqme all our.fpiritual eile~ies, 
and to arrive fafely in the world of glory; the certainty ofthl: 
promifes of final vicl:ory, and etermd·felicity to all who th_-s 
endure to the .rid in the way of God, aIJd of all that grace 
which is neceffary for us, to enable us thus to perfevere, and 
be for ever aad evc:r h~ppy with our God ;md Saviour. 

That thefe great fE:ripture doctrines may eontinually dwell~ 
and powerfully operate all your hurts, is the ear,neft pr-ayer 
of your unworthy, but 

Willin~ fervant, for Jefus' fake, 

THE ·EDITOR: 
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A S1-tORT ACCOUNT OF THE_ LATE REV, Ml'-. sAMUE.t 
CLARK, WHO (IN. CONSEQ.!JENCE OF BEING l'LUNG 

FROM H(S HORSE) DEPARTED THIS LIFE, DEC, 6TH, 

1769, IN THE FOR TY-SECOND YEAR OF HIS- AGI, 

(See his Funeral Strmon, by Caleb Ajhworth, D. D.) 

THE Rev. Mr. Samuel Clark had the honour to defcenc1 
from a family which for many generations h:;.d been eminent 
for learning and piety. Mr. Samuel Clark, of Bennet Fink, 
the hiftorian, a,uthor of Select Lives, the Marrow of Eccle­
fiaftical Hiftory, and feveral other valuable pieces, and Mr. 
Samuel Clark, of Aylefbury, author of the Annotations on 
Scripture, were his anceflors • The Rev. Dr. Samuel Clark, 
of St. Alban's, his father, was in every view a very amiable, 
and a great man. Among many excellent' qualities he was re­
markable for the pains he took with the young people under his 
pafioral care.* Hence we may eafily conclude he paid uncom­
mon attemion to the education of his own children; elpecially 
of this fon, who was early inclined and devoted to the mi,:if­
try. From being under· the care of- a very wife and piou!> 
and learned father, he came, furnilhed with good ftores of 
claffical learning, maxims of prudence and principles of reli­
gion, to the academy at N ot_thampton, under the diretl:ion of 
the Rev. Dr. Doddridge. The intimate friendfhip whi~h had 

VoL, HI. B Jong 

* See Dr. Doc\clridge's Sermon for Dr:. Clark in the 3d val.. 
of his Sermons and Tracts, pne. p. 256 and p. 263. n.ce. 
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long fubfi{l:rd between the families, fccured him every aJvarr­
tage he could enjoy under a moft able and affecl:ionate tutor. 
His father lived to fee him enter on the minifiry in a manner 
which no doubt revived and delighted his heart, though he 
was far advanced in years and bowed down with infirmities. 
On the conclufion of his fiudies, Mr. Clark was chofen by 
his tutor to affill: him in the bufine(~ of the academy, and in­
little mote than a year, When that great and good man was 
obliged to retire on account of his health, he committed the 
care both of his academy and cohgregation to him. The 
manner in which he difcharged this trufi not only gave general 
fati•facl:ion, but greatly furpriz.ed all who were acquainted 
with him, and raifed the highefi idea of his talents, and the ex­
cellent difpofitions of his heart•. · When the academy was 
I"emoved to Daventry, he kindly continued as affifiant in it 
for five years; and I ~ake ple:afure in acknowledging in this 
public manner, that his friendlliip, his abilities, and hi~ pru­
dent cou1,fels were of dfential ft:rvice, and mainly contributed 
to the reputation and fuccefs, whatever they have been, with 
which that infhtution has been conducl:ed. 

From thence he removed to· this place at Midfunimer, 17 57: 
and here I may naturally clofc the detail. I need not tell you, 
( P; ,.v.xxxi. I J. )that the h"eart of his colleague hath fafely truft­
cd in him; and that they have lived together, for more than 
t_wel ve years, in the moll: entire harmony, friendfhip, and con­
fidence. I nEed not tell you how (2 Tim. iv. '2.) he preachtd 
the word, was inftant in fcafon, and out of feafon: what pains 
he took to know the O:ate of his flock, and how affiduoufly he 
attended to all the cafes which might more efpecially demand 
a pa/l:or's care: how con/l:amly and affecl:ionately he attended 
the fick; how diligently he fought out the difire_lfed, how 
liberally he imparted to them of the fubftance with which 

• God had bleffed hirrt; and with what fpirit he entered into all 
fchemes of public charity, efpeciall y for the relief of the fick, 
and the inftruB:ion of the poor. I need not tell you, with how 

- much 

• During the Docl:or's abf'.!nce from home, and uling the 
prefcribed means for the reftoration of his health, he often 
Jllen.;ioried it to his friends as a fingular happinefs that God 
hadqiven him an affiflant, (Mr. Clark) to whom he could 
cbearfully confign the car>e of his academy and congregation i 
and (as he expreffeth it in a letter to a friend from Briftol) 
" whofe great prudence and wife difpoficion of affairs made 
him quite eafy as to both," Mr, Orton's Life of Dr. Dod­
dridge, 8 vo. p. 339· 
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much condcfccnlion and af[1bility he, who was courted by the 
learned :md polite; and knew how to relilh their company, 
converfed with the pooreH and moll i:literate perfons; efieem­
.ing thofe, as I have often heard him fay, his happy clays, which 
he fpcnt in difcourfing with them on rcli6ious fubjelts with a 
freedom, which Come perfons in higher life are neither inclined 
to ufc nor allow. I hope, I need not remind you who arc 
entering upon the worlci, what various fchemes he formed for 
your benefi~ or the prudence and refolution with which he 
earned them into executitt11 ; the youth of the fucicty, what 
pains he bellowed in catechifing y01J ; or y ,u~ children, of the 
obliging and infl:ructive notice he took of you, when occafion­
a!l y vifiting your parents. How much do you owe to fuch a 
minifler ? How dear fbould his niemory be to you ? How 
thankful {hould you be that he was fixc:d amongfl you ? I need 
not obfervc in this place, that his general converfation was 
admirably calculated to do good: that he was always modeit 
and humble, but never mean; that a decent chearfulnefs and a 
fiow of good nature appeared in his familiar vifits, without ever 
finking below· his character; fo that it might feem impoilible 
for his acquaintance either not to love, or not to rev.erer.cc: 
him. You mufl: have remarked his eafy natural manner of in­
troducing infl:ructive and ferious hints; fo that a perfon mufl: be 
grievoully wanting to himfelf, wbo fpent an hour in his com­
pany without being the wifer and the better: that it appeared 
to be his concer~ wherever_ he was, .to be doing good; and his 
d_elight, when an opporturu.ty offored, whoever was the object 
of i,t. 

His g,enius was folid ~ru! good; his underO:anding was clear, 
his j.udgment fi.rong; hls memory faithful : his paffions were 
na_turally cool1 and were brought under the moll exact regula­
tion : his affections were warm, and his heart fufceptible of the 
tenderetl: fentiments : his diligence, refol ution, and perfeverance 
were uncommonly great : his knowledge of the world was fo 
extenlive and exact, his penetration fo great, his heart fo honefl:, 
his friendthip fo fincere, and his tongue under fuch wife com­
mand, that he was confultt:d by his friends in the moil intrica_re 
and delicate affairs; and I will venture to fay, they nevec re­
pi::nted of the confidence the} r~pofod in him, and generally 
faw reafon to follow his advice. His utefulnefs in this refpecl 
cannot be e!l:imated. How many perfuns will be cut to the 
heart by addreffing to them the prophet's queition, Mic. iv, q. 
J' Is thy counfdlor periihed ?" This uncommon fagacity wai> 
;ittended with the greate!l: g;cnerofity, and the 11icdl- fenfe of 
,honour; fo that I may affirm he was never fufptch:<l of mean-. 
1 

' :B 2 ne~1 
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nefs, artifice or cunning. In the charall:er of a fon, and a 
brother, he was a finithcd model. His conduct as a minifter 
I have had occalion to mention in various views; but have 
not been able in any of them to do him jufbce, as you well 
know. Such were the grounds of that hearty cileem, that 
tender affection, that lively gratitude, that high regard and 
veneration, ·on account of which I am perfuad'-d l may apply 
to many of you, as ju illy as to any Chri!lians in modem times,· 
the ftrong words of the apo!He Paul, (;al. iv. I 5. "J bear you 
record that, if it had been poffible, you would have plucked 
out you, own eyes, and have given them to him :'' and you 
well know that his cares, his influe11ce, his u(efulnefs and 
elleem were not confined to this congregation; but reached to 
perfons and focieties in the neighbourhood, and even to a great 
dillance. In a word, a perfon of his years lo wife, fo ufeful, 
fo highly ellee ,,ed, fo univerfally larnented, I never knew, 
and J. believe has feldom been known. 

That his years were fo few, that he was cut off in the prime 
of his life and ufefulnefs, and in fuch an awful• manner, are 
to us matter of unfeigned and bitter lamentation. But let us 
be fi.lent, conlidering, P,fal. xxxix. ,. chat God hath done it. • 
This affii8ion was brought upon us by what we calt an ac-. 
cic!ent: many circumfiances, which led to it, were as contin­
gent and fortuitous as any we can imagine; and it is natural 
to reflelt '' had this been done, or that omitted, our lofs hai;l 
been prevented.'' But are not accidents as much undet the 
direC:tion of .r'rovidence, as difeales? Mat. x. 29, If a fpar­
row fall not to the ground wicnout our Father j furely the 
death of a man, by which fo many important connections are. 
broK.en, and the probation of- an immortal c;reature brought 
to a clo(e, is an affair of too great moment to be overlooked 
by him : leaft of all, are we to imagine he was unconcerned 
when a good man fell; one by who,;;; death hundreds of God's 
faithful lervants and dear children are grieved and fuffer gr,eat. 
ly, the caufe of religion is deeply affected, a lamentable breach 
is made in the church, .md the world is deprived of a perfon 
who bid as fair for being exte11fively ufcful for many years, 
ilS -any character we have tnown. This was occahoned by 

, an 

• He was fluog from his horfe in one of the !lreets of Bir­
mingham, 011 Lord's day 11;orni11g, Dec. 3, as he was fetting 
out to pre.;cr. to .t. congregat1un at Oldbury, whi'ch h.: and h,s 
eo1l.::-.gue, the Rev. M . do.veil, alternate,y fupplied. Hi; 
la,,5u11heJ under the eff:ds of his fail for three d .. ys, llutjW<iS 
v..:ry little, if at all, fen,fible during- the whole ume, _ 
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a11 atcidcnt. But are we, therefore, to think it the work of 
chance? Did ic fall out without the approbation and appoint­
ment of God? Was it an overfight in the great Governor of 
the world, and was he inattentive when it happened ?-What 
notions can we then have of providence ? or what truft can 
we place in it, if accidents like this arc not within it's plan, 
and under the direction of an all-wife and gracious God ? 
And if they are, let us hold our peace and fubmit. Hof. xiv. g. 
"His ways are righ~." This is a dark and· myfterious dif­
penfation; but it cannot be wrong. He may indeed be dif­
pleafed, and mean to chafiife us: it is proper, therefore, to. 
fay," lhow us wherefore thou contendeft witn us;" to en­
quire what each of us may have done to forfeit fo great a. 
bleffing and incur fuch a heavy correction. The manner of 
his death gives every fenfible heart a particular ihock. But 
here too let us acquiefce. Of what importance is it, in what 
way a good man goes to heaven? If the foul be but fdfe, it is 
below the magnanimity of a Chrillian to be much concerned· 
about the little circumllances of the time and place and manner 
of his death~ Much Jefs can we fuppofe they are recoHelted· 
with reo-ret, by a fpirit that is fafely arrived: and, as ·the great 
Mr. H~we oblerves,• if God be pleafed, and the glorified crea­
ture pleafed, who are we that we ihould be difpleafed ? 

You have indeed much caufe to mourn; I mufl: however 
call upon you, the memhers of this. congregarian, to engage in. 
an act of praife. Blefs God that you are not, Mark vi. 32. 
" like lheep nut having a ihepherd •• Be thankful that the 
life of your other dear and honoured ·pafior, though often 
threatened, is Hill continued.. Pity him, and carry it tend:rl y 
to him, under that load offorrow, which has rendered him in­
capable of affifiing you on this occafion ;. the only .con,fider.:. 
ation which could have engaged me to attempt it. Endeavour 
by all the tokens of kindnefs and refpect to relieve his mind', 
and make his labours among you pleafant and ufrful. 

In the choice of a colleague to him proceed with coolne(s1 
deliberation and unanimity. Let every 011e foliow the things 
which make for peace, and confult the good of the whole, with­
out any undue concern for the gratihcat1on of his own in­
clination and taite. Nothing would h.ive grieved your late 
pa1to1 more than the apprehenfion of d1tcord Ill the- choice of a 
fucctJ.or. Shew that you h<1ve profited by the exarnfle he 
fet you of caution, mol!eration and public fpirit. 

By 

1.. • Howe's Life prefixed to his works, p. J+· 
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By confidering your lofs., by obferving your countenances, 
by retletl:ing on my own feelings, I know your forrow exceeds 
expr.effion. I pity you, and demand your pity. None but 
my own heart and he who fearchet~, it know what I have 
loll, and w;,at l fed. Rut let us remember, the confolations 
of God are not finall. The apotl:lc fuggefts a noble fupport 
Wlder forrows of every kind in the w0rds that follow my 
text. "Jefus Chrift is yell:erday, to -day, :i.nd for ever the 
Came." Though friends and kindred, tho~gh tl1e moil: v:1luable 
members of the church and it's moil: ufefui m1nifiers, die, the 
(';hriftian Religion is the fame, and may fiill adminifier thofe 
fafe directions and folid fuppbrts, which fincere believers have 
derived from it in every age Chrill: has the fame regard for 
lais church and people he ever had. He who employed -and 
furnilhed and bldTed the minillers we lament, can raife up 
others with equal talents, or, with inferior abilities, can ren­
der them equally ufeful. To him let us feek; on him let -
us rely; in him let us rl"jo1ce; and afcribe to him, as the moft 
wife and gracious head of the church, Rev. v. 13. bldling 
and honour, and glory, and power, for ever and ever. Amen! 

:SISBOP BURNET'S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRSi 

LIFE OF THOMAS WATTS 

MR. THOMAS WATTS of Billcrica, in the county 
of E!fex, and diocefe of London, was a linen-draper by trade, 
and a religious man, according to the reformation of the 
church in the reign of Kin[; Edward the Sixth; but upon the 
coming in of Queen Mary to the crown, he was apprehenfive 
that he ibould be troubled ~y his enemies for his • religion ; 
,md therefore he broke tlp his lhop, fold his goods, and dilpofed 
of and fettled all his worldly lubftance upon his wife al'ld 
children, and gave confiderably to the poor. And all this he 
did before his being taken up, which happened upon the 25tq 
of April, 1 SSS· r or then he was apprehended and brought. 
before the Lord Rich, and other commiffioners and jufiices of 
the peace, at the quarter-feffions at Chelmsford. 

Upon his coming into court the Lord Rich faid unto him, 
Watts, 
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Watts, you are brought hither, ( as I undedl:and) for cli(obey­
ing the King and ~cen's laws ; ye will not come to church. 
ye will not hear mal's, &c. but have your convrnticles, a fort 
of you, in corners, contrary to the King and Q!ieen's pro­
ceedings. 

Watts anfwered,' My Lord, if I have offended againfi tbe 
law, I am here fubjecl: to the law.' 

Then Anthony Brown, E(q. jufiice of peace, faid unto him, 
'Watts, I pray thee tell me who hath been thy (choolmafler, 
to teach thee this docl:rine ? Where didfl: thou fidl: learn this 
religion?' 

Indced,fays Watts, You, Sir, taught it me,and none more 
than yourfelf; for in King Edward's days, in open feffiom., 
you fpake againfl: this religion that is r.ow ufecl, no preacher 
·more: You then faid the mafs was abominable, and all their 
trumpery befides; wilhing, and earnefl:ly exhorting that none 

jhould believe therein, and that our belief fuould be only in 
Chrill:: and you faid th~n, who(oevei-. fhould bring in any 
flrange nation to rule here, it were treilfon, and not to be 
fuffered.' 

Then faid Mr. Brown to my Lord Rich, 'He belies me, 
_my Lord: what a knave is this? He will foon _bdie me be­
hind my back, when he doth it before my face.' And my 
Lord Rich faid again, I d:are fay he doth fo. , _ 

In conclufion, the commiffioners fent Watts to the bilhop 
of London, with a letter to the.faid bilhop, figned with their 
hands. 

What private conference the bithop had with Watts, is 
• not known. But on Thurfday the 2d of May he was 
brought into the confifiory-court in London, and there ex­
amined upon the difcourfe he had with the Lord Rich and the 

. refi: of the commiffioners at Chelmsford ; and then the bilhop 
exhibited divers articles againfl: him, according to the practice 

_o(the court, requiring his particular anfwer to each article; 
which are as follow : 

I, It was objected to him, That he dicl not believe in the 
facraments of ~he holy Catholic church, as the Catholic 

. church_ of Rome, and other churches members of the fame 
have believed and taught, but defpifed the fame. 

To tbis he anfwered,' That_ he believed in all the facra­
ments according to Chrifi's infiitution, but not_ according to 
the bifhop of Rome's church: and further faid, that he doth 
not now believe as he had done in times pafi; for iu time 
-paft he believed as the church then believed, but now he 
futh uut fo beli1,;v~. .For th~ church of Rome had deceived 
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us, and therefore he faid he did not believe as the church 
of Rome believed, but as Chrill hath taught hirn.' And fur­
ther he faid, That he was fo taught to believe by the 
preaching of one Mr. Alvey and others, whofe names he 
remembered not ; which Alvey,· he faid, did preach the word 
of God truly and fincerely.' • 

.2. rhat he believeth, and alfo has taught others, that the 
fubftance of material bread and wine do remain in the facra-
ment of the altar after the confecration. ' 

To this he anfwered, 'That he believed that Chrif1:'s borly 
is in heaven, and no where elfe ; and further adds, that he 
will never believe that Chrift's body is in the facra-
mcnt• • 

3. That he believeth the mafs to be abominable. 
To this he anfwered, 'That he did fo believe, and would 

not go from that belief. 
4. That he believeth that confeffion to a prieft is not ne-

ceffary. • 
To this he faid, ' He did not belieye that the priell could 

abfolve him of his fins ; but he denied not but it was good to 
·atk counfel of the prieCl.' 

5. That in the open fellions he did confe(s that he had re• 
fufed to come to the church, and to hear divinefervice, and re­
ceive the facrament of the altar: becaufe that like as the 
fervice of the church fet out in the days of King Edward the 
:Sixth was faid and alledged to be abominable, heretical, fchif­
_matical, and all naught; fo he the faid Watts then and there 
faid before the faid commiffioners, that all that is now ufed 
and done in the church is abominable, heretical, fchifmatical, 
and altogether naught: and alfo that he. then did utter before 
the commiffioners, other erroneous and arrogant words, to 
the hurt of his foul, and the evil example of the people 
there prefent; 

To this Watts_anfwered, 'That he did utter and fpealc 
as in this article is contained; and further defired' God, 
that he might die in that faith and belief wherein he 
now is.' 

Thefe and fome other articles of leffer moment being 
propofed to him, and his anfwers thereunto written down> 
were read in open court as often as he there appeared, which 
was three or four times ; at which times the bilhop and 
others did endeavour what they could to caufe him to deny 
his profcllion . 

..1:Sut he faid, God keep me from the doclrine ye would 
have 
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~live rWe eom'e 11nto; .tri'd'I b1tfee'cl't' God that I rriay perfcvere 
i'ri tha't' J. l\'.lve done, for I· will ltand to rn'iffe anf wcrs. . 

Tl\~n tlie (~Mcnee of Condei'r',nari'on was read ac,-ainfi: 
Pi:i•ni~· a'n'd h& waf t'Pre'r'e delivered r6 t'he fhe'rilfs of Lo~don, 
who' cM1mit'ted IHili· t'6' N~wgate ctntil' the 9r,h of June, and 
then fent hi.rn qown to Chcln1sford~ to one Scot's hou(e, ari 
1nri'k:'eepei efier'e' ;· where He W'as i,1 the c6rhpany' of Thomas 
Hawke~, a'n'dl 6\:1\~rs; that' Wefe' fent dow:n to be ourn\:d in 
Eire:,{, and ~cy alf p'rayed' togetlier. • 

Aflt:erw',u•ds Watts prayed' pl'i'vatcly by hini(elf; and· his 
wWe and li:i chi1dr1:1i'cam't! to·fee l'ti'm, to' whom he fpalce to 
t1f-is•. e1fe& :· ' d'ear Wife, .i'n'd my g6od' chi!'cfren, I muff now 
depart from· you'; tHe're:forc nericefottn krloW I you no m·ore : 
out as tlie .Lord1 hath givfn'. yol)' to me, fo• I give you again 
14rit'd the! Lc,li'd~ whom' rJ charg'e y'ou· t'o· ob'ey and fear ;· and 
heWire that" ye tur1\· rl6t' to this abomfna!Sl!! popery, againff 
f-he ,vh·ich I lhall anon, by G.)d's grace, givi:"_my blood. Let 
not rh_e murdering of God's faints cal)l'e ybu to recant, but take 
occaftort thereby' to be {honger in the Lo1·d's q1ciarrel ; and 
I doubt not but G-od' will be a merciful Father urifo 
you.' , • . 
• When· he Had done fpeakirlg, two of ,His cllildreh were fo 

affected with what he hat! Caitl to tlierrl~· tllat tney otfered"to be 
burned wich him': then l1e kitfed' them, and took leave; and fo 
h~:was•c'a11ried·t,>the ~re, where he patiently yidded up his 
foUI' iritottie han,ls'of God'. • • 
' :w'hert lle W<IS at the_ ttake he kifi'etl i_t; 'and faia t'o my 

1,ord Rich, diefe'or' dle like' wc1rds·: My Lord, beware, 
~eware,- (or you db' a~intl:' youl' owri corlfcience herein, 
and excc~t- y~-relperlt',- tke Lord wilt averige it; for you 
are the ct1ufc of this 1hy death. He fuffcre<l June the· 
l'Otli, 1555• 

L l VES OF J,OHN BRADFO-R:D;· Dl-V'lNE! ;, A'ND J,OHN' I!'B \°FE',' 
Ato/ APPR.ENTl'CE, 

JOHN- BRAD'F'ORD, was· ~.Qrn at M~11cheller, ih the 
county of Llncaltcr1 and brought• up by his I arehts. to cho 
knowled5e of the )atin fongue, ~nd m~de· fit- ,for buf111(2s:~ 
and h,e betan1~ a· (erya:nt tq :,jr John Har'rington, wht> w:is· 
~reafurer, to Ki1~g. Henry the Ei~th for· his camps· and· build­
ings. After- fome years contin~ancc in this ft:r·vice, to the 
good' liking and fatisfa.c\ion of his mal1er, !he lai<l Joh!'l" 
Bra.dford grew wc'arf of this courfo' of life, and ha.d a t'.;re::t 

Vot. 111. C i,icli-
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inclination to apply himfelf to l~arning; and Co went t<J 
Ca111bridn-e, and gave himfclf to fiudy, where he improved fo 
well, that in one year's time the univerfity gave him , the 
rleo~ee of mall:cr of arts. And the matl:er and fellows of 
Pc~11broke-hall had fuch a refpecl: for him, that they gave 
him a fellowi11ip in their college. . 

Martin Bucer being at that time in Cambridge, took a 
great liking to.Mr. Bradford, and perfuaded him much to 
give him(clf to the preaching of God's word. Bradford ex­
cufed himfelf from taking that office on him, for want of fof­
ficicht learning.· To whom Bucer replied, If thou pall: not 
!i.i:e manchct-bread, yet give the poor people barley-bread, or 
whatfoever d(e the Lord hath committed unt<, thee. . 

And whiHl: Mr. Bradford wa_s thus perfuaded to enter intc, 
the tninifl:ry, Dr. Ridley, biihop of London, fent for him, 
and put him into· deacon's orders, and gave hirri licence to· 
preacti; and made him a prebendary of St. Paul's; and he 
continued a pre~cher, three years, lhaq,ly rebuking vice, 
affcB:ionately preached Chrifi crucified, firongly confuting 
herefies and errors, arJ:d earnefily perfuading to a godly life, 
till the death of good 'King Edward the Sixth. , . 

After ~1een Mary caine to the crown, Mr. Bradford con­
tinued his .courfe of preaching for fome time, till he wa!>. 
hindered by a certain accident, which was this: 

folhe- fidl- year of ~een Mary's reign, upon the 13th 
of A1.1guft, ·1553; Boiiiler, biihop of London, ordered_,Mr.• 
Bo_!.lr,n, a canon of St. Paul's, a:nd' after pilhop of Bath,. to 
preach at Paul's crofs, London; w~ere .. ,he too~ occafion,, 
frofn the gofpel of the day, to juftify Iformer, then rdl:ored 
to his bi!hopric, who, fays Bourn, had preached upon th~. 
fame text, that -day four year_s, in the famCr, ,pla.c\!, and was 
for the· fame mofi cruelly and unjufl:ly caft intc;> the moft. 
vile dungeon of the Marlhalfea; and there kept prifoner 
during the time of King ·Edward the Sixth. 

At thefe words the people began greatly to murmur, fo 
that the. lord ~ayor and.aldermen feared there would be arr 
uproar; for one caft a.dagger. at the preacher in the pul­
pit, and the people _were fo ~nraged, that ~bey were ready to 
pull him out of the. pulpit;' fo that he was forced to with­
draw; and he delired Mr: Bradford, .who ifood behind him 
in the pulpit; to fiep-forward and fpeak'to the people, tq try 
to appeaft: them, ;for they would not be· qui-et at the col!l:­
m;md of the lord mayor, but the more he fpake the more 
outr~geous they were. • But when Mr. Bradford, at the 
tequeil: of Mr. Bourn, appeared, in the pulpit, the people re-

joic~d~ 
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joiced, and gave a. lhout, crying, Bradford, Bradford, God 
fave thy life, Bradford! And then they gave ear to his fpeech; 
who reproved them for making that d1forder in the church, 
not conlidering the facrednefs of the place, and exhorted them 
to peace and quietnefs ; and ptcfr:ntl y the uproar ceafed, ancl 
the congregation difperfed peaceably. 

But Mr. Bourn fearing the rage of the people, dclired Mr. 
Bradford not to le::ivc him till he had feen him fafel }' houred; 
and this Mr.' Bradford performed, and conducled him to the 
fchool-mafl:er's houfe in fafety. . _ 
• In the afternoon Mr. Bradford did preach again, at Bow.· 
church, in Cheapfide, where he rebuked the people for their 
late tumultuous behaviour at St. Paul's crofs. • 

And within three days, Mr. Bradford was fummoned before 
the ~•een and her council, anci there charged as the caufe of 
the late riots about Bourn's preaching at St. Paul's, though 
he was the man that preferved Bourn from the outrage of 
the people, and appeafed the tumult; and he was alfo accufed 
for preaching to the people at Bow church, though he there 
exhorted the1n to peace.·_ But nothing that he could alledge 
for his innocence could .avail, but he was committed to the 
tower for fedition, becaufe they faw he was a popular man, 
and much beloved by the city ; and from the tower of London 
he was fent to other prifons, and then to the Poultry­
compter.' . 

And they kept him in.prifon above a year and fix months; 
until the -Popifh religion was refiored by acl: of parliament. 
And then they began to examine him about his faith, when it 
was a dangerous thing to lpeak againll the docl:rine of the 
church of Rome. : 

But while the laws of King Edward were unrepealed, fo 
that he might fpeak his confcience freely and without. danger, 
then they never quefl:ioned him, This Bradford at.jJ:l{s ex~ 
amination before the lord chancellor, bilhop BonJ:1er~- and 
divers other bifhops, faid, It was a mofl: unjufl: and ciu~f way 
of proceeding. Now the chief thing for which John Brad­
ford was condemned, and at the lafi burned in Smithfield, 
was his denying tranfub!lantiation, or the corporal prefencc 
of Chrifi: in the facrament; and for aflerting, that wicked 
men did not partake gf Chrifi:'s body in the faid facra:. 
ment. • 

About. thefe points many bilhops_ and learned men con-· 
(erred with him; but it was in vain,· for he would admit 
pf no arguments in this cafe, but fuch as were brought from 
exprefs words of fcripture; and therefore he was accounted 

C2 :m 
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an heretic, and ijdl: exc.~mmunic_atc,cl, 11-nc;I W,,11 conde~ne,~ 
for the famc1 anp committed to ,the .f.he.rilfa of . London., 
who the nig'·,t before he {i.ufi"er~<;l1 bro~qt him tp :N.ewgate i 
and .t.he next d:1y, being the firJt of J ul.y, he a,nd on,e Johq 
te~fo, were brought into S,mi.thfi~ld to .the fiaJc.e. , 
• This John L:?afe was app1~.nticc t;o ,o,ne ~um,p~ry O<!w.cly, 
a -tallow-chapdl.er, of ~hnfi-chur,c)) Vimth, Ill ;London, 
l!,ged nineteen year,s, qorn at ~;.r~by~M9r.etid.e, ii:i. t~ 
county of Yo:k ; who was, op. f.he f ri\iay brfor~ Pa1m,. 
Sun<lay, comnut. ted io Bread.:firf;e.J compt~r? by t,h~ a)s:lerrnan 
9f the ward wher.e h~ live.di and af~erwar,<;l;S lmn1gh,t bE::fpre 
jonner, bithop of ~pl)don, and bf him ~HminFd. ab,o~ 
his faith in the facrament of th,e ~t;ir, il.!lfl olJ,er po~nts i 
;:ind at !ail _con4emne<;i 11nd delivere4 to ~he ~Friff~1 for 
not bdievi:,g the qoct'ri.ne of ·tra11f1,1bfi~11iittiPf1, {)f th~t th,q 
bread and w·ine P:Y the words of c~mfecr;lfion ~re chil!J,g,eq 
,nto _the very_ Q_o<ly ~n4 b~op,q Q~ ~priil, rF;i.lly 11,nq fµb;,, 
ftanually; which l'le abfolµt~Iy fl~n1,;~,.1J.u,d W.Q!,!lq-byno~~.n~ 
pe brought tq b,elieve it. . . • . . • 

And the Oieriffs },_rough~ ~re faid Js>h.~ t,.e~fe ~ ~mi~~\!1~1 
;he f~me d_ay with Jphn • J:3rafifqr~1 

And as foor "-S they cam~ ~o ir.c p,l~c,e of exj:c.,ti<?l'h 
John Br~A{qrd fell profrrat~ 09 pis f~fe P,11 o,n!! ~d,e of !h~ 
!lake) and J php Le<J.fe on th!!. qth.er fide j ,n~ irey . ~o!J:4 
continued in that pollure a few min4~es, praying tp· trr.111~ 
~~- . - • 

Thep. ~ni:: of the fperiffs faid~ Mr, '13raqfor~, arjf~ ;rng 
~ake an end1 /:he prefs of the· p~opl~ is gre~t. - _ . 

'I ··htn they both ftood ,up> ~nd l\1r, Brnpforp. ~oijJc a f13.g~ 
got in his hand and kilfed it, .i,rrd alfo kifled t~.e fl1~e i inti 
then he qe{jr~d th.e fueriffs th-1t h\f (~ryapt ~igJ1t h?-v~ 
his clothes, bep1,1fe he was 11 poor m1m, ancl ·p~ hacl n~nhi~EJ 
dft to give hi111; -yv~i.ch was grant~d .. • . . . 

Then Mr. ~ra.dford put off his cl?th~~, ;rnd wef\~ io the 
fi:aj.c.e, wh/:re hi: and John Leafe wt;r~ faftel')ed, !!lld h?cl 
ihe reeds and wood put about ~hernr , . AJ'\d Jvlr . .13r~p.ford, 
lifting up his eyes ?:l'\d pands to h~al(ep, f~id, 0 Engl~n~) 
England, repent thee of thy fins, rep~!lt fhee of 1'1y fi,:is i 
b!!ware of antichrift, pe~are ~f idol.Ltry, take heed ~hey ~Q 

nui deci:-ive you. • , · . . 
At which Mr.· Woodrofe, the fl1eritf, bad them"ti~ hi!! 

hi.Jtc!s, 1f h1: would not b~ quiet. . 
0, ~r. th_ ritf, (fdys Hr"'d(or_d) I am quiet, 094 .forgiy~ 

you tr,1s. l hen one of the the riff's men faid to Mr, Br~dforcl, 
!£ yuu ~Z:Vt no ~~t~er l~rniug tha~ ~his, you are b4~ ~ f9c;>Jd> 

an 
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.lJ1_d b(ld bcfi hol9 your µe,ac~, To whom Bradford mitlc 
Ro. ;;infw~r.; but M ~fkc9 a)J th~ world forg),;r::oefs, an4 
fo~vc <J.Jl t}:l,; wwld0 and pc,ay::d ~ people to P"""l for 
h_im : .i.1~d tµf ni~ his h,ead ,1:0 the yo,1.mg .f.11~:n that fuffered 
w_ith h,im, fa,11;!, 13.e of g:9cui ~o.m,oort, b.ro~ier1 we .0..ilJ hive 
rJ. merry fupper wjJh the L,ml .tJlis mght. 
· An.d (9 fp..tkf.! no more that any m,111 di.d hear, but efl"I• 

br.icing the r<;.eds .(,1~q1 ,S;rait is the gatr, an4 narrow js the 
w~y that Je~d.eth Ql {alva't:ion, and few thfre be that fj.nd ic. 
A1jd _thli! .}'QJ,l_l)g m.an {aid, Je(us rec,ei.y~ u6, 

And th!-!n. fo-$! peing p:11t t.o them, they both en«kd th.ew 
mor_tal Jiye!J Hls:e two lanJbs, with..011t a.J.~riui..on .of i;.ot,tj19 

ten<J.pc~, a11d void of ~ar1 in hopes of ev~rh1fting li{e thr()lJgl, 
QUJ: Loni Je(us Chriil, in wbofo fight the d.eath Qi JM 
fai.Qts is prefiqµs. Tbis John J3radf0fd WJ-Ote HJ.tlIJ'f godly 
let~er.s to divers perfons wbilil he was in priCon, 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

THE UllfJPtf OF THE SAINTS; THEIR EQ.!JAI- <;1,AJMi 
TO CHRISTIAN fl:qVILEGES ; AND ~QYAL Olll,.l(.~­

TJONS T0 CHRJSTIAN . PlJTl.E,, CONSIIJE)lE_Q I\N~ 
IMPROVED. A Sli:R,MON ON GAi,. III 2$. 4~UP"l_i:J} •. 

Gi!:l i·ji. 28. l;J.tti:r pirt.~1e are all 1n6 in Ch,lft Jefu,. , 

AMONG the:: many fohjecl:s of confideration upon which 
the minds of chrifiians ought to be employed, the m1ture and 
,nd of ch1m;;h fellowthip, the advantages which refolt from 
it, and the o\lligatians attachi;d ~o it, afe not the leafl- im-

1

portant. To dilate at large, howevor, upon thefe iote, efiing 
fu~je\51:s, would employ more ti1J1<1 th110 can, with propriety, 
be allotted to one difcourfe. A few general hints ref pecl:in& 
\Qem ~re all that can now be expecled. 

A church of Chrift is a body of p(!ople united to9eth~r, by 
~he facred bonds of truth and love, for the purpore ot pro­
rpqting the interefi of thtir bldfed Redeemer in the world i 
-1,nq of enjoying thofo fµiritual aqvantages which naturally 
refult from fuch an union, and which cannot be otherwife 
enjoyed. 

Thi~ union is fpiritual, not foeular ; for the kingdom of 
Chrift 11 •' not of this woild." One of it's principal- defigns, 

cbl. 
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collecl:ively confidered, is, that it may be " a pillar and 
ground of the truth ,"• or a means of fopporting ·the truth 
of the gofpe\1 and extending the knowledge of it a1111ong men. 
This ought to be the united endeavour of all the mem­
bers of ever-y gofpel church, and the ardent defire of every 
individual chrillian. They ought to "fl:rive together for 
the faith of the gofpel."t And, on all proper occafions, 
to "contend earnellly for the faith which was once de­
livered to the faints. "t In an age, like the prefrnt, when 
infidelity is making it's dellrna1ve exertions, and when we 
have rtafoil to fear, that a licentious indifference refpecl-­
ing the fundamental dochines of the gof.l)el fo much pre-
11ails among the profdfors of chrifiianity, fuch endeavours 
to fupport, defend, and r,ropag:ate thefc fundamenh,l doc1rines, 
111ult be peculiarly incumbent upon all the lovers of our 
bldfed Saviour, and of the fouls of men. But rriy in.: 
tention, in this difcourL, is only to give a general view 
of the unity which fubfilts in a gofpel church, and of the 
advantages and oblig3tions which refult from that unity. 
u For ye are all one in Chrill J efus." 

J. " Ye are all one," in point of advantages, . 
This, however, it is obvious to remark, does not affecl any 

ofyQur natQral orc:ivil relations in life. You enjoy all the 
{eparate, advantages, as well as lie under all the feparate 
obligations of thefe, as much as if you had never been 
united to a church of Chritl._ Yo~ hav~ all, as individu~ls• 
the difiinlt pleafures of hulbands, wives, parents, c;hildren, 
mafters and fervants, as if you had never been- converted. 
You are all, as individ,uals, under the fame obligations 
to perform the relative duties of life, to, every other individual 
in the: world, that all other men are. Chrifhanity diffolves 
po natural Of civil obligations ; but rather firengthens them. 
all -/ and inftead of defiroying, it encreafes and refines th~ 
pleafures derived from all our worldly conneclions. • _· 

Nor dofS your unity ref pell: your outward pofi"effions; 
your trade, or any of your. fecular interefts. It is -not 
only evident, in the nc1ture of the thing, but it is clear from 
the expreffions of the apofile Peter to Ananias,§ that your 
worldly po!Teffions are as much your own, i11 a church 
relation, as they were before that relation commenced. Thefe 
are given to men feverally, as the great God, in the courfe 

• Qt 

• 1 Tim. iii. 15.-t Phil. i. 27.-t Jude v. 3.-§ All~ 
v. 4. '' While it remained, was it not thine own? And 
~her it was fold, was it not in thine own power?" 
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of his wife providence, directs; and we are reCponfible to 
him alone, for the ufe we make of them, 

We may add, that, you have all, as individuals, your 
diflinct underHandings and powers of mind, and thefe are 
fuperior and inferior in different perfons. It never was:, 
nor can we fee how it is pofiible that it ever 1hould be 

·.the c;afc, that any number of men lhould be equal in 
mcnta_l capacities. He, who has given us the(e powers, 
ju{l!y requires that we ufe them fait_hfully and diligently 
in his fervice; b.ut it cannot be required that thofe, whofc 
capacities are manifefily inferior to thofe of their brethren,. 
fhould be required or expected to do the fame fervice, oc 
be the inlhumcnt, of f~ much advantage of this kind, 
-in the church of Chr:ill, as t_hofe whofe mental powers 
are foperior. In this refpelt, as in every other, " every ma'n. 
hath his p·ropcr gift of God,". and," to whom much is given, 
'of him will much be required !" 

Nor will it ever be, that all the members of the fame 
church "ill have the fame opportunities of laying out' 
themfelves in the promotion of our R_edeemer's interefr. 
Not only h~ve the. advantages of fome for acquiring know­
ledge, . by UJeir education, _their connections, their mental 
abilities, and their long il:anding in religion, been fuperior 
to thofe ·of others ; b·uc the leifure, the property, the prof­
pcrity in fecular purfuits, the different • occupations, the 
domellic -, trials, the relative duties of fome men, vary [Q 
far from thofe of others, that there mufi of necefiity be a 
great • difference, bq~h , in refpect of the advantages . -they 
enjoy, and the duties incumbent upon them. In all thefe; 
and in all fimilar inil:anc~s, ""if there be a willing mind,': 
a gracious God accepts their cordial eadeavours, _and eyery 
church ought to accept them, " according to wh;it a ma·n 
hath, and not according to what he hath not." 

It may be further obferved, that, the unity of church 
members, cannot include in it an actual famenels of views, 
i-efpecl:ing every facred fubjecl:, whether of faith or practice. 
In the grand fundamentals of gofpel do.:l:rine, of moral 
and religious dl,lty, and of chri(tian worfhip ; it i~, indeed, 
evidently necelfary, that they {hould be all agreed. But 
it is clear, that in the primitive churches, in thole of 
~omc and Corinth particularly,* there were fume dif­
ferences in ftnaller and more ci1cumlhntial matters. Nor 
did the apoillc inliH: upon perfect unity in thd;; ,hin'!:s· 

Be 

• See Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor. vu;, 



tie ratht!r ,l'effinniendcd tho ~ufies of fovc and' fo1'l'ica.1·a·nce. 
Why, fays he, " doft tl\ou j'ucl~c tl'ly brother? Or w~y doll: 
f1\'0U let at n~ugkt thy o'rother ?' For we fuaH all' tl:and 
lc'(or-e t:he jud~m~nt feat of Chrift'\, .... «: Let _us tl\~~cforc 
loU~w t!tie th,Rgs whid\· rllake for p~a~e, and things·whcre·-
tfitl\ cme: m·ay- edify art0tl\er. "• _ 

(}i\e-e tn'(l)re'; it" is t\!arcely confifl:ertt wi'tlr tl\e· prefent 
{bte' ef mank'ind\ that' aU the members of .r chrilha'1i church 
6ootd- lfe ettual in point of eftlee,n- and· inilue'r\ce. Dif­
wiien1: met\ at'-e' n~l' only ditrerent i'n their .tbilh1e~, and 
j 1u.ielle8-ual fitrniture ; but affo· in their' exe'ttibl'ls for the 
gentr:al g6od~ and the profpe)fity oP d\e _diur·d\: and· &o(e 
'#ho- iliew the nmtl a'rd'ent aff-'-ethm\· for the· profp·er1tf of the 
w,-h-o1e communitiy, will, in• fpite of all1 otl\el' partialities, 
()lJmin tlie efkern ~f the !\\embers in gener'at hi p'ro"'." 
~ortic;n to· dk· d~g'!'~t' in, which· ~-~y are efteem<!d',. wi:ll~ 
m general, be their mfluence. Wli1Ie- tho(e' who are 1gno­
i::mt, indolent, fu1fr1li•, and1 inattentive: t'o the· advl!n'fage and 
profperity of the· whole· church:, are· difregard~d~ at l'eaft', 
~rded in a v-er-y inferior' degree; thofo who· al'e of a 
cc;nna,-y difpofition' wm, I had' alrt1t>fr fa.id; of rieceffify; 
be generra1ly loved;, and1 Heard with· a' degre~· of vei1e_ra:;. 
Ii.on. " IDemetth.lS· hath good rep6rt' of all' men, and of 
ffllfttuth: itfelf.. "f . 

Wherein~ ttten, does the unity and equari-ry· of c'htiilians; 
and; <Jf. members- of the" fatne chrifl:ian·, churdt, confitl:?" I 
anfiwer,; if rhey be all real' believers; as th·ey' prof~fs to· be; an 
union fubfiffi. among them,, which is- far (uperior to· any 
thing· natur-al, or- to any tliing fetular. It' is a fpir'itua:l 
union, an union" irt•Chri(\: Jcfus-.••· . , 

1. They a)ll fl:and: hi the fatnt: flliaf ~latio11 t'o' the· rrea:t 
God. Being a:ll regener'att:a by, his fpirit, and adopted into 
his family, they: are "' all the· cHild-ten o( God, by- faitli; 
in Chrift Jefus,:t:'' . There is no•differcnce ot' Jew or Cr"eek, 
of bond or free, of male or female ; and' on t11~ farn<! prin­
ciples• we may; add~ there is no diffi:rer1ce of rich: of poor~ 
of old or young ; a11 trne chtiHia11s, however otlie'rwlfo 
diilinguilhed, fiartd in the relation· of children. t'o tlie· great 
and 'ble!l"ed God, t1ie f..,_ther of mercies, and the fbuntain of 
confhlation. 

2. They all• fiand· in the fame relation tb die Lord. Jefus 
Chrifl. They are all hrothers and· fillers in t~<! fatn~ family 
of heaven, the- fame hou{hoJd of faith; while he is· gra:. 

ciuufly 

• Rom, >civ-. 10. 19.--t 3 John v. 12. t v. 26. 
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tlouny plcafcd to £land in the.relation of our elclcr Brother, 
as "the fir!l:-born an1ong many brethren.''* They .ire aa 
members of his myflical body; and receive life, flrenath, and 
fpiri tual nourilhment 1 from ·him as thtir living head. He 
feels for them all. He " fympathizes wi(h them" in all theit 
infirmities an<l diflrdfes. }- rom his fulnefs they all" receive 
grace for grace ;" aud ate all, by faith iri him, "flrcngthened 
wid1 all might, by his fpitit, in the inner mau." Sc that 
they fhall ,di be u conquerors, and more than conquerors, 
through him that has loved them/' 

3. They are all equally intcrefled in the fpiritud bleffings 
procured for them by our bldfed R~deemer's death and atone-­
ment.-Through him they all receive the forgivtnds of all 
their fins. Tl:ey ,,re all" jufiified from alJ things.'' They 
are, _through him, partakers of" righteouf11efs ar,d ftrength.'' 
He is made of God, unt_o every true bdiever, " wifdom and 
righteou[11efa; 2/Hl fa1181ficatio1i, and redemption." t \Vhcther 
you fp:::ak sif external,. or internal bleffings, zll re:il believers, 
whc::ther rich or pour, old or young; bond or free, ma:e or 
frmale, are," in Chrifi: Jelus," equally entitled to th~.n all. 
Are divine inflitutions bleffings of ineHimable value? Th:::y 
are; and fuch the true Chrifiian efl:eems them. The two 
pofiti ,e inflitutiorrs, Baptifm and the Lord's Supper, particu-' 
larly, are not only indifpenlible duties, but high privileges in 
the church of God~ the. one, baptifm, to be adrnini{kred once 
only, in commetilora.tion of tht: burial and rtfurre~rion uf our 
blelfed Redcen,er, a_nd as a profeJnon of our belief of lhern," 
and of our cordial [urrender of ourfelves to hi:n i!1 thJt be­
lief. The other,. t!1c Lord's fupper, to be con:inued !O the 
end of life, as a memorial of the fufferings and Jeath , f the 
Lord Jefus for our. fins; as a grateful acknowL-d_2:m,:11t of 
his unparalleled love to us, mile_rable finners, and of o:_:r ob. 
ligations to be devoted to his ierv ice 4nd interef1 '1 '/idc :u~ 
not on.ly duties incullJbcnt upon u5, as every th_ilg elt, v,rhich 
the ,Lord has co1nmanded, is; they are not only mcj•Js of 
grace, as all other reli;iqus duties are; but they are c111blc·m::­
tical an<l commemorative inltitutions, for the pur, o!c uf 
keeping up in the minds of men, a lively vi:c-w of t 1:e nwff 
i,opoi t:mt and bcnefici,1l fai..'ls with wl:ich 11wn:ds havl' L'\l<:r 
been acquainted. 

The internal bleffings • of the 2;orprl .ire nlfci, "in Chri{f 
Jefus/' the portion of every real Ch:-ifhan. Tf:tdc who 

·believe in Jcfus" receive.the promi[e ofthr.: fpirit by ,i.iit~." 
VoL, 111. D • The 

• Ro.11. viii. 29.-1· Cor. i. 30: 
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The "love of God is fhed :1broad in th('ir hearts, by the 
Holy Ghofl: which is given unto them." This bleffing is fo 
univerfally the portion of all the faints, that we are politively 
atfured by the apofl:le: If any man have not the fpirit of 
Chrift, he is none of is.• The fpirit is em~hatically Hylcd 
" the Comforter," becaufe he gives everlafimg confolation 
and ~oocl hope, thro\lgh grace, " to thofe who know the grace 
of (:rod in truth. He is the fpirit ofwif<lom and revelation• 
of power, of love, and of a found mind: and the fruits of the 
fpirit,in the true chritlian, are love, joy, peace, long-fu!rering., 
gcntlcne(s, goodnefs, fidelity, meeknds, temperance ; againft 
which there is no law."t That one fpirit which purifies and 
\mites the hearts of all true Chrill:ians, produces thefe happy 
dFects in them all, in proportion to that degree in which he 
is po£re1Ted by them, and operates in them. 

• Rom. Yiii. 9.-f Gal. v. 22> 23. 

(1"o he continued.) 

So awful has the tlate of the Jews bee~ ever fince they re­
jecl:ed the Lord of gbory, that we ought to read the hifl:ory 
of this people wrth pity tor them, and earne!l: prayer for 
~heir converfion ~o the fa!t~ of\Chrill. Their_ convedion 
1·s an event to which Chnfl:1ans ook forward with pleafure, 
and which will certainly commence in it's feafon. After 
the Jews had rejecl:ed-the Lord Jdus, they were expofed to 
the vilefl: impoftors; and this has bee,;i one of their miferies> 
not only, though chiefly, in the age ~n which the-Lord Jefus 
appeared in the world, and in which there was a general 
expecl:ation of the promifcd Meffiah ; but alfo in many 
ages fince. This has been obferved by many good wri­
ters. Among others Bp. Newton has taken notice, par­
ticuJ.arly, of the impofiors which appeared in the fidl: age 
of ch.ritlianity. \Ve recommend his account of them to 
the ferious attention of our readers.-See Newton's Dif­
fertations on the Prophecies, vol. 2. p. 279 .. 4th edit. liho. 

OUR bHI'ed Lord had cautioned his difciples· againfl: falfe-
Chrifls and falfe prophets befo. e, but he giveth a lillOIC par­
ticular caution againfl them about the time Qf the fiege and 
de!l:ruction of Jcrufalem. (ver. 2.3 and 24.) '' Then if any 
man !hall fay unto you, Lo here is Chrifi: or there, bc:11cve it 

not& 
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not; For there Oiall arife fa)fe Chrifls and falfe prophets, 
and fhall fh0w great figns and wonders, infomuch that (if it 
were poffible) they lhall deceive the very elect." And in 
facl: many fuch impofiors did arife about that time, as we 
learn from J ofephus, and promifed deliverance from God, being 
fuborned by the tyrants or governors to prevent the people and 
foldiers from deferting to the Romans; and the low1:r the Jews 
were reduced, the more difpofed would they be to lifien to thcf-c 
deceptions, and the moref"eady to followthe deceivers. Hegefip~ 
pus too in Eufebius mentions the coming of falfe Chrifis & falfe 
prophets about the fame time. But as 1t was to little purpofe 
for a man to take upon him the characl:er of the Chrifl, or even 
of a prophet, without miracles to vouch his divine mifiion; 
fo it wai. the common artifice and pretence of thofe impoflors 
to fhow " figns and wonders," CTrJf-Wr. x,:.1 TE~cc.r2, the very 
words ufed by ChrW: in his prophecy, and by J0fi.:phus in hi!. 
hifiory. Simon Magus performed great wondtrs according 
to th.:: account that is given of him in the A8s of the apofllei. 
(viii. 9, 10, I I.) "There was a certain man called Simon, 
which before time in the fame city ufed forcery, and bewitchtd 
the people of Samaria, giving out that himfelf was fome 
great one: to whom they all gave heed from the lea!t to the 
greatefi, faying, This man is the great power of God : and 
to him they had regard, bec<'lufe that of long time he had be­
witched them with forceries." Dolithcus likewife was re­
puted to work wonders according to Origen: Barchochebas 
too, who Jerome faith pretended to vomit Barnes. Such 
alfo were the Jews, of whom St. Paul {peaketh, ( 2 Tim. iii. 
8. 13.)'comparing them to Jannes and Jambres> famous ma­
gicians of Egypt, who" withfiood Mofes, as thefe ::Mo refifted 
the truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 
f.,ith, 'ZiTQ~~eoJ ,n9pw1roJ x~ yo,iTE~, wicked men and im­
pofl:ors." There is a firange propcnfity in mankind to be­
lieve tpings marvelous and afioruJhing: and no wonder, that 
weak and wicked men, Jews and Samaritans, were deceived by 
fuch impofl:ors; when if it had been poffible, they would have 
deceived the very elect; the ChrifiililnS themfelves. 

But behold, faith our Saviour, "I have tc-ld you before." 
(ver. 25.) Behold I have given you fufficient warning. 
" Wherefore if they fliall fay unto you, Behold, he is in the 
defert, go not forth ; behold, he is in the fecret chambers, 
believe it not." ( ver. :2.6.) It is furprili11g that our Saviour 
fbould not only foretcl the appearance of thefe impofiors, but 
alfo the manner and circumflances of their conduct. For 
fome be mentivns as appearing i-n the defert1 and fome in the 

D 2 fe,ret 
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focrct chambers; and the event hath in all points anfwcrcd to 
the rrcdi.:1ion. Several of the falfe Chrifl:s ,111d fJlle prophets 
conducted thl:ir followers into the delert. Jolephus in hiii 
Anti,1c:i~;'.:s f.1ith <'xprdsly, that many impoltors and cheatr, 
pcrlt,.;deJ the people to follow them into the dcfrrt, '\!\:here.they 
pron JcJ t,) thow manitcll wonders and ligns d'one by the 
providence of God; and many being perfuaded furrered the 
punifhment of their folly; for Felix brnught them back, 
;rnd chafiifcd them. Again ill his hillory of the Jewi{h w~r 
fpeaking of the Orne perfons he faith, that tht:fe impofiorf, 
undl r a pretence of divine infpiration, affolting innovations 
.:nd changes, perfuadecl the multitude to grow mad, and led 
them forth into the dtfert, as if God would there {how thtm 
the figns of liherty. Againfr thefe Felix, for it feemed to be 
the founda_tion of a revolt, fent horfe and foot foldiers, and 
flew a great nuin_per of them. The Egyf)tian falfe prophet, 
mentioned by J ofephus and in the Acts of the apofi!es, t X?(i. 38.) 
,i led out into the wildernefs four tlfoufand men that wer~ 
murderers:" but Felix marching with qis for~es, and ~oming 
to an engagement with him, the· Egyptian himfelf with a few 
others flc:d away, and mofi of rhofe who bad been with him 
were {bin or taken prifoners. There was likewife another 
impofl:or mentioned by Jofephl)s, who promifed falvation to 
~he people, and a celfation of .ill evils, if tney would follow him 
into the defert; but Fefius fent hor fe and foot .igainfi him> 
and ddhoytd t~e deceiv_er himfelf, 2nd thofe ~ho fo_llowed 
him. Thefe things happened before the defin~chon· of Jeru, 
falem, and a little after Jonathan a ·wea·ver, perfuaded not a 
few indigent fellows to adhere to him, and Jed thc'm forth 
into the defert, promifing there to !how figns and apparitions~ 
but his followers mofi were £1ain, fume. were n1ade prifoners, 
and he himfeJf was afterwards taken, and burnt alive by 
order of Vefpafian. As feveral of thele in~pofrurs thus con., 
conducted their followers into the defert, fo did others into 
the fecret chambers or places of fccurity: as particularly the 
pfeudoprophet mentioned by Jofephus, who dec}ared to the 
people in the city, that,God commanded them to go up into 
the temple,. ~nd there they !hould receive the figns of de­
liverance. A mul:itude of men~ women, and children, wenf 
up,accordingly; but infl:ead of deliverance1 the place was fet 
on fire by the Romans, and fix thoufand pcri!h.::d mifcrably in 
the flames, or by throwing themfdves down t~ efcape 
them. 

Our Saviour therefore might well caution his difciples both 
;again{hhw former and the latter fort of the:1;: deceivers. ~' For 

~li 
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11; the lightning cometh out of the eafl:, and lhineth even unto 
the well; fo {hall alfo the coming of the Son of Man he." 
(ver. 27.) His coming will not be in this or that particular 
place, but like the lightning, will be fudden and u11iverfal. 
The appearance of the true Chrdl: will be as dillinguilhable 
from that of the falfe Chrifl:s, as lightning which lhineth all 
round the hemifphere, is from a blaze of ll-raw. What a 
learned prelatce obferves from J ufephus is very memorable, 
t)lat" the Roman army entered into J udca on the eafl: fide 
of it, and car~ied on their conquefts wcHward, as if not only 
the extenfivenefs of the ruin, but the very route, which the 
army· would take, was intended in the comparifon of the 
lightning coming out of the eall:, and lhining even unto the 
well:." !' For wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the eagles 
be gathered together." (ver. 28.) By the word carcafe, as the 
fame excellent prelate juflly remar1es, is meant the Jewifh 
pation, which was morally and judicially dead, and whofe 
pell:ruc1ion was pronounced in the decrees of heaven. Our 
Saviour, after his ufual manner, applicth a proverbidl ex­
preffion with a particular meaning. For as, according to 
the old proverb, wherefoever the carc:_fe is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together; fo v.herefoever the Jews are, 
there will. Chrill: be taking vengeance upon the,n by the 
Romans, who are. properly compared to eagles as the fiercefl: 
!Jirds of prey, and whofe enfign was an eagle, to which alfo 
probably our Saviour in this palfage alluded. And as it was 
jaid, fo was it done; for the victories of the Romans were 
11ot confined to this or that place, but like a Rood overran the 
w)-iole land. Jofephus faith that there was no part of J udca 
which did not partake of the calamities of the capital city. 
At Antioch, the Jews being faHly accufed of a defign to burn 
the cicy, many of them were burnt in the theatre, and others 
were fiaiu. The Romans pu,foecl, and took, and flew them 
every where, as particularly at the liege ofMach:rrus; at the 
wood J ardes, where the Jews were furrounded, and none of 
them e(caped, but beipg not fewer than three thoufancl were 
all fiain; and at Mafada, where being clofoly b_-fieged, and 
µpon the point of being taken, they firfl murdered their 
wives and children, and then themlelves to the number of 
pine hundred and fixty, to prevent thc:ir falling into the ene­
mies hands. Whc::n Judea was total!~ fubducd, the danger 
e~tcn,ded to thofe who dwelt at a d1fl:anct:. Many were 
fiain in Egypt, and th(;ir temple there w,,s fhut up: and in 
Cyrcne tl1e followers of Jonath,111, a ~1eaver, a11d. author 
of new diJturbances, were mofl: of them fl mi; he nimfe:f w.1s 

taken 
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taken prifoner, and by his falfe accofation three thoufand 
<>f the richefl: J-ew.s • wer~ condemned and put to death: and 
with this acco,1nt Jofephus concludes his hiilory of the J ewiih 
war, 

There was fomething fo very extraordinary in the condutl 
~f thefe falfe Chrifis and falfe prophets, and in their appearance 
:at that time particularly, that it may not be improper to be­
:fiow fome confiderations upon this lubjecl:, cfpecially as thefe 
confiderations may tend to confirm and firengthen us in our 
moft holy religion. 

To the Editor of the General Baptijl Magazine. 

SIR, 

I HA VE it in contemplation to furnilh you with a few 
Scraps for your third volume, from the I 7th chapteF of the 
Att:s of the Apofiles. If they come within the defign of your 
edifying publication, and will not give you too much trouble 
in corn£ting, the infertion will oblige 

Your humb\.: fervant, SMATTERER. 

Scrap Ill-. Att:s 17!h and 16th. Now whilt: Paul waited 
for them at Alhens, his fpirit was fiirred in him, when he faw· 
the city wholly given to idolatry. • 

Pa:ii is driven from Theffalonica and Berea for the truth's 
{ake.-And the brethren that conducl:ed Paul brought him to 
.Athens: he fends for Silas and Timothy to come to him there. 
and whiie he waits their arrival there, he has an opportunity 
of .muling on the fl:ate of the city. • ' 

In mv attempts to il!uHrate thefe words, I thall 
J. Make fome remarks on the perfon fpoken of: the Apofile 

Paul. 
II. On the place where he was: ·Athens. 
HI. Un tht: ihte of that city; " wholly given up to ido­

latry." 
IV. The effecl:s this had on Paul's mind; it fiirrcd his fpirit 

in him. 
I. On the perfon fpoken of.---Here St. Luke, the facred 

hiflorian, introduces a very extraordinary charader, even 
Paul. This Paul appears to have been a man of learr.ing, 
having been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel. Acl:s, xxii, 
3. and thought himfelf fo good, as to be blamelefs, touch.ing 
thi:: righteoufnds of the law. Philip. iii, 6,---Notwithfia.nd-

ing 
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ing thi, opinion of himfclf, we find him engaged in oppofing 
the grace of God in Chrifi. 

The firlt: we hear of him, is his confenting to the death of 
Stephen. Act, vii. 58. and viii. 1. Second, we find, Acts 
the viii. 3. he made havock of the church of God: that is,~ 
like fome foul beall of prey, tore and devoured her. Third, 
we fee, Acts ix. I. he continued to indulge this fpirit, and 
breathes out thrcatenings and fiaughter againfi the di(ciples of 
the Lord. ' He l,rl'ath"d; his every breath was big with in­
dignation and defiruction againfi the faints of God. Thus 
much for Pat.ll, while he continued perfecuting Saul. 

But the gracious and miraculous appearance 0f that divine 
Redeemer, { whom he was fo keenly perfccuting in the perfon 
of his faints), Acts ix. 3, 6. foon filled his heart with trem­
bling horror; and, in the depth of compunction, his very foul 
cries, ~, Lord, what wilt thou ha,·e me to do ?"---See her~ 
what grace divine can do :---It pardons the chief of finners. 
I Tim. i. 15. and turns the mofi furious, perfecuting, faint­
defl:roying Saul, to a zealous, fuccetsful-preaching Paul, who 
could rejoice to lay down his life in the caufe of his gracious 
Lord. 2 Tim. iv. 41 6. 

ll~ On the. place where Paul was: Athens.---Athens, a 
celebrated city in Greece, about 35 miles eafi of Corinth. 
Some fay it was built 158.0 years before the birth of Chrifi; 
though others think this carries it's antiquity a little too far. 

The inhabitants were ancient! y famed for their learning> 
'w~alth, and conquefl:s :---This city produced Solon, Socrates, 
Arifl:ides, and other philofuphers; Demofrhenes, and many 
other famous orators; Miltiades, Cimon, and a great number 
of illufhious general~. Here was alfo a feminary of learning, 
which rendered Athen.s the eye of Greece, as Grtece was then 
the eye of the world. 

They were exceedingly given to idolatry, fo that Hcfiod • 
and-Varro reckon their idols at 30,000; befides which, they 
erected altars in the fields to the unknown G,id, that they 
might not fail ~n their duty to ;my; fo that Aelian called it 
the Altar of Greece, And. Xenopbon obferves that Athens 
had twice as many facred fc!livals as ,my other ~icy; an<l Pau­
fanius tells us it had more images than all the ref!: of Greece: 
which c.iufed a ucy1·ifi to fay, ~, it is eaf1er to find a go<l than 
a man there.''. • 

II I, On the fiate of thiscity, le:1rncd, famous, and noble; yet 
given up, wholly given up an<l enffavcd to idolatry.--So that we 
fee the infttfficicncy of human learning in itfdt~ to guard ag~in(l: 
the mofl glaring, d;mgerous, and defb ucl:ive of all crrors, evea 
that of i<lolacry.---Ah, n:adcr ! h<.:~ bchpl<l the i1;uorance an<l 

depravity 
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depravity of human nature, while thcfe refined Athenians could 
degrade thernlelves fo far as to wor{hip an idol, the work of 
their own hands !---Oh, the wickednefa of this, for frail mor­
tal man to prefume, blafphernoufly prefume ! to make, let up,. 
and worfhip an image in preference to the only Jehovah!! by 
whom univerfal nature is created and prefetved,---While,. 
then, we view, with facred horror, this their ignorance and 
wickednefs, let us fearch our own hearts; and fee if there be 
no fecret idol there (which none but the hear·t-fearching Goel 
can difcern) which is preferred before him, notwithfianding. 
the divine light of the gofpel which lhines fo gloriou!ly 
around us. 

IV. The effe6ls this had Qn Paul's mind: his fpirit was 
fl:irre<l in him.---There feems to be an unufual emot_ion, or 
fenfation, ~rifing in his mind, as it were a keen edge that could 
cut through any thing. Even a fenfati0n of horror, indigna­
tion, and zeal: a horror to lee fuch a city as Athens, in other 
refpe6ls refined with all the brilliances of literature, yet in this, 
the greatefl: of all concerns, even the concerns of Ood, their 
fouls, and eternity; funk into the very dregs of ignorance and 
barbarifm; indignation, to fee the~great, the gracious, the 
eternal Jehovah, degracled by thoufands of fcnfelefs and in­
animate blocks, which their foolifh hearts had devifed, and 
their wicked hands had made. Oh, the patience of that God 
who could fee himfelf thus mocked and difhom,ured, and } et 
withhold the deferved vengeance! , 

Zeal, not a zeal of fury, perfecution and clefiru6lion, like 
what he had before felt againfi the church of the living God: 
no, he is now changed and rene ,,ed---" Old things are pafted, 
:away, :and behold all things are become rew." See, oh, fee 
what grace divine can do: • 

" It turns the raven to a dove, 
" The lion to a lamb." 

So that a pious holy zeal for G0d, his truth, and caufe, arifcs·­
in his mind, and produces the tno!l mild and powerful argu­
ments for the fuppreffion of error, and the advancement of the 
caufe of his divine Mafl:er. 

Oh, that chrifl:ian zeal had al ways produced fuch effecl:s ! 
Let us take care that it produce fimilar fruit in us; and that 
we never fufftr the (uppofed, or real errors, of another to oc-· 
cafion a conduct or di(pofition in us inconfifient with the, 
mild, gentle, and benigu principles of that holy gofpel which 
we profcfs. 

I remain, dear Sir,. with the fl:rongeft willies for the im-, 
provement and fucce(s of the Gcu~ral Baptifl Magazine,• af~ 
fe6lionatel y yours, &c. • , 

]an. 41h, 18qo. ANECDOTE 
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ANECDOTE ON BEIIR, 

(See De Valangin on Diet. p. 126.) 

BEER is a vinous liquor, made of malted barley, and 
fometimes other corn. It may jufily be called the wine of 
England, and of moll: northern countrie~. The quality and 
the eltelts of beer depend greatly upon the manner of brew­
ing it, the particular kind of corn, the method of malting it, 
the quantity of malt, and the fort of water ufed to brew with; 
as alfo the particular kind of aromatic bitters put in to pre­
ferve it, 

Every brewer has almo!l- a particular method of brewing. 
The barley of fome countries is better, and more nourilhing 
than that of others, Some people make beer of oats; others 
of fame other corn. In fome places tney dry the malt with 
a particular kind of coals, very high and brown, which gives 
the beer a deep colour; in other places they dry it with !haw, 
and make pale m;;lt, which produc-es the fine pale ales and 
beers of divers counties in England. The Wa!er makes the 
moll: amazing difference in malt liquors in general, and it is 
a common opinion, that the London {hong beer, called porter, 
which is a moll: excellent nourilhing and moifl:ening liquor for 
people who ufe exerci[e, cannot be brewed any where but in, 
or -near, this metropolis. The bitter plants put into beer to 
preferve it, and hinder it from growing four, are generally 
hops. But we are informed, that formerly the ufe of hop·s 
was not known in England, and that there was a time when 
they were called a pernicious weed: ground ivy; birch, worm­
wood, and other aromatic bitters, fupp]ied then the room of 
hops, and are to this day ufed, for fome forts of beer. We 
fhould exceed our limits ~re we to enter into all the par­
ticulars of the br.ewing art; thefe will fuffice to fhcw the 
various differences that produce feveral forts of beer. which, 
when they are dran.k in cnoderation, hy thofe who ufe fuitable 
exercife, are of an opening, fortifying, moifiening, and re­
frdhing nature. Beer is certainly very nourifhing,and makes 
peo pie fat; which appears very plain in all 1101 them coun• 
tries, where people drink nothing but beer, and where they 
arc alm•ofl: all fatter, bigger, and more vigorous than thofe 
who live in fouthern countries, where wine: is their common 
drink, and where it would be indceci fubverting the inten­
tions of nature to introduce male liquors as con{bnt drink ; 
for every climate produces fuch things as are 111 g1:11eral bdt 
fuited to the conflitutions of it's i11habitai1ts. 

VoL, III. E Beer, 



SERMONS AND ISSAYS. 

Beer, when drank to excefs, like all fermented vinous li­
quors, makes people drunk, and is apt to form fiones in the 
gall-bladder. rhis lafi effect may be partly prevented by 
the moderate ufe of brandy. _ 

The drinking of beer abfolutel.r requires exercifc; and 
thofe cl( either fex who lead a fedentary, inaaive life, ought 
not to drink much beer, efpecially {l:rong beer or ale ; cyder1 
wine, or fpirituous liquors, properly diluted with water, with­
out acids, will agree with thern much better. 

G. P. was the only fon of an ingenious artifi; he was 
i1udious to excefs; his mind was alw,iys fully employed, and 
all his thoughts confiantl y fixed upon the fubjea of his deep 
meditations. But his body had no exercife. The only 
::.mufement which G_. P. enjoyed, was to go every evening 
to a neighbouring porter-tavern, where he met with very 
gentetl company, and a few fincere friends, who there fpent 
their leiiure hours over a pot of humble porter: He was fond 
of that liquor, drank no other; and, up~n an average, at home 
and at that tavern, he drank three quarts a day. This brought -
on a very obfl:inatc diibetes; and G. P. who, contrary to the 
advice of his phyficiaii, perlified in clofe apµlication of the 
mind, without any bodily exercife, and in drinking his ufual 
quantity of porter, died a vitl:im to his error in diet. 

A VALUABLI; RECEIPT FOR LOWKESS OF SPIRITI. 

TAKE an ounce of the feed of refolu.tion, properly mixed 
with the oil of good confcience; into it a large fpoonful of 
the falt of patience; difiil very carefully a compofing plant, 
called others woes, which you w"ill find in every part of the 
garden of life, growing under the broad leaves of,difguife; a~d 
a fmall quantity,. it will much affifl: the Wts of patience in 
their operatipn. Gather a handful of the blolfom of hope, 
then fweeten them properly with a fyrup made of the balm c,f 
Providence. If you can find any of the feed of true friendlhip, 
you will have the mofl: valuable medicine that can be ad­
minifiered. But you. muft be very careful to get the feed 
of true friendlhip, as there is a weed that very much refem­
bles it, called felf-interefi, which will fpoil the whole cotnpo­
fition. Make up }hefe ingredients into pills of comfort; take 
one night and morning, and in a 1hort time your cu~e will be 

, completed. 
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CHARACTER. 

THE following narrative is refpecling William Bedford 
Birkby, in Afhfield, Nottinghamfbire, member of a General 
~aptift church at Kirkby-W oodhoufe adjacent.-He was 
baptized and entered into that relation about the 2/'ith of Fe­
bruary, 1 ~98, and from that _time to the day of his death, was 
a ferious chriftian. His outward deportment, as well as his 
converfation, tefl:ifying that he had been with Jcfus, and had 
learnt of him, who was meek and lowly in heart, and thereby 
had found refl: to his foul: h~ was fober, fieady, and zealous 
for the truth as it is in Jefus. He followed· a frdentary bulinefs, 
which, together with a weakly cor.ll:itution, brought on him 
a ki1!d of hypcicondrical complaint, which fo affected him at 
times, preffirig down his fpirits, that he thought he fhould 
f-Oon die, and have: dor.e with all created objecls ; perhaps this 
might be one mean · of making him pollefs that degree of 
Ill~eknefs _and humility, which he feemed almofl: always to 
en Joy; probably another mean might be, his confiant perufal, 
and regard to the w'ord of God, and other good books, which 
afforded pious·infiruclion and enCQuragcment, to a foul thus 
thirfiing ·after righteoufnefs. He was of an eafy, affable 
temper,-in the words of the apofile, "Gentle, and eafy to be 
entreated." He fhewed a ilrorig attachment to the caufe of 
Jefus Chrifi, by a perfevering attendance upon preaching and 
o~er means1 given for the efl:ablifhment of our faith, and the\ 
encouragement of our fouls; which bleffings he feemed to' 
efl:imate as ofthe highefl: value; chearfully contribu.fing to: 
the fupport of the bleffed caufe of Chrifi, with a ready hand: 
and chearful heart, 0 that every child of God, who may 
have an opportunity to read this, may fee how the peaceable· 
fruits of righteoufnefs, when ariling from " faith working· 
by love," yield pea,ce and comfort, and augment their happi-• 
11ers in a dying hour. The 15th of March he began fuddenly 
to bleed at the nofe, (to which he had been fubjecl: before; 
bleeding feveral tiraes to a great degree) and continued fa long 
that danger feemed to enlue ; his parents and wife being a 
good deal alarmed; fent for a phyfician, who> at his feeing 
him, pronounced him quite out of danger, though the gufuing 
of blood both from his nofe and mouth, was more and more 
violent, and every fymptom feemed to wear an alarming 
afpelt, while ev rey advice and medical application proved in:.. 
eff!:clual. He _fat up all day, and faid bu_t little. The nature 
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28 CHAR.ACTIR, 

of his diforder was fuch, as feemed to prey very much upon hii 
fpirits: in the enfuing evening, being afked by a pious 
friend how he felt, he faid, I have almoft finithed my cour(e, 
and I have kept the faith; there is therefore laid up for me a 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will give 
to me at that day. Hence he began to (peak the pure fen­
timents of his elevated mind ; an<l as the near approaches to 
eternity advanced, his increafing delire to be in heaven with 
Chriil, became more and more ardent. To this friend whp, 
had been enqui:·ing·into the fiate of his mind he faid, I know. 
that if this earth! y hou(e of my tabernacle was diffolved, I have. 
a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal 
in tl1e heavem: his foul was fo delighted with the thoughti 
of this, that it feemed to counterbalance every pain or grief; 
there was no murmuring word heard from his mouth, though 
he was going fpeedily to leave an affectionate wife and 
one child behind him, with father, mother, and on~ filler, 
with other difi:ant relations i fuch is th~ power of the gcifpel,. 
and fuch it's effects at the 'hour of death ; he exclaimed, 
" eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither bath it entered into. 
the heart of man, to conceive what good· things the Lord 
bath laid up for the.ri who love him.· Why doefi thou delay, 
thy ~oming fo long? Come,_ Lord Jefus, come _q_u'ickly.' 1

-

His difi:reffed mother afked him if he felt any pain? He chear-
fully anfwered, . 

" Whate'er clifheffes me attend, I 'II.weather out the fiorm." J 

He always, after he became· ferious, manifeih:d a gr~~­
refpelHor Mr. S. Deacon's writings, e(pecially his Hymns, 
and Poems; he could repeat many• parts of them, whkh, 
feemed quite familiar to him. fo converfation both with 
his own family and others, and which in his lafi moments; 
preved a comfort and refrefhr:!'lent, he repeated thefe lines 
following jufi before his departure, with that pathetic atten~ 
tion which evidenced ·the high value he fet on them, and as 
one who was interelled in them. 
He fiands with open arms, inviting finners home, ( 4' ~ome i" 
His voice contains a thoufand charms, and every charm fay-s 
His doctrine re:1ches me, 1 now begin 
To find celdbal peace within. 
I feel my heart expand, my bofom glow: 
0 what a God is he: to love me fo ! 
Not me alone, but all the human race, 

-He loni;s to grafp in his divine embrace: 
-Kindly allures them to their native fkies, 
With crowns of glory and immortal joys. 

He 
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He evidently drew very near to thofe glories he (eemed fo 
much to anticipate, and every moment refurned frdh confola­
tion from them ; he then turned his dying eyes to a perfon, 
an old acquaintance of his, warning him of his danger, in 
perfifling in a courfe of rebellion againfr his God, in fuch 
impreffive words of the poet, as one would think would not 
eafily be forgotten : faying 

Why will.you, in your wicked ways, 
Of fin and folly go? 

In pain you travel all your days, 
'Po reap immortal woe. 

Your way is dark, and leads to hell, 
Why will you perfevere? 

Can you in endlefs torments dwell, 
Shut up in black defpair? 

How ferious are the words of a dying man, and how 
much they ought to be regarded. He fpeaks not then t~ 
gratify, and pleafe the fancy of thofe about him, but as one 
jufi going to appear before his God, and their God; heap­
parently wilbed to improve every one of his lafi moments to 
fome good purpofe, for thofe· of his attendants then about 
him. Speaking to his kind and a1fe8ionate wife, he faid, 
"Strive to enter in at the firait gate, for the glorious prize." 
I know that he will never leave me nor forfake me, but will 
guide me even unto death. Between one and two o'clock 
on Saturday morning the 16th, he called out to his father, and 
a1ked him to affifi him a little lqnger on his journey, faying, 
" You need not be fearful of converfing witfi. me. I lhall 
foon be as the angels in heaven ; to-morrow morning I lhall 
b~eakfafi with) ~fus C~rill, ~y divine' Savio~r." He a/king 
hrm how he d·1a ( meamng With ref peel: to his health) he re­
plied, " the flelh is weak, but my foul is wrapt up in 
Chr~ft; hold on· your_, f;_a,~her;.,i ~what is death? It is only 
putting off rags for r ' _..._.k:: 

. .,..___ -
Y ond _ ;~y-J efus fiands, 
Holding out to me his hands; 
Calling-come, my brother, come, 
Welcome to thy endlefs home. 

This is where I long to be ; " I am almofi: at home, I am 
almofi at my Father's houfe." He then exprdlcd a defire, 
to join them once more at the throne of grace before he de­
parted ; and engaged in the folemn duty of prayer himfolf, 
though blood gullied both from his nofo and mouth, all 

the 



the time, in a very aff'e8ing manner. He was very earnelt: 
and lively, very greatly afFecling the feelings of all about 
liim.L-When he had finilhed the le earnefl: breathings at the 
throne of grace, he cried out in rapture of foul 

Clafp'd in my heavenly .Father•s :arms, 
I would. forget my breath ; 

And lofe my life among the charms 
OHo divine a death, 

Jefus, my all to thee I tru1l, ' 
And if thou call'fi me down t'o du_!l: • 
I know thy voice, I blefs thy hand, 
And die in fmiles at thy.command. 

He here loft his_ fpeec:h, and amid!l: the moll: delightful fen­
fations foll afieep in J efus, the 1 6th da Y' of Much, 17 99, aged 
2.2 years. Thus has he left an honourable,.tefiimeny to the 
power and excellency of the reli criim of J efus Chriit, whii:h 
alone can give peace and joy in ~ dying hour, while p_affing 
tl\fough the dark valley of _the {hadow ofdeath.-0 how it 
becomes . profeffors of' chnfiianity, to examine. themfelve;;, 
whether they are "begotten.again to this liyely hope," 0 
tliat the reader of this ihort account, when he comes to die~ 
may find that his foul ( according to· the expreffions of 'tfits 
pious chriftian above) is wrapt up in Chrift; and hav~ an 
~bundant enterance into the evi;dafiing kirigdo~ ~f QUf. 

Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriil:: Thi •. is th~ earneft p~ay~r o( 
E. A, . ' • 

ANI.-C:DOTES ON THE SAPTISTS. 
' . 

" In October 1538,, the.re was a commiffion fent to Cran­
mer, Stokefiy, Sampfon, and fome other·s,to enquire atter the 
J'nabaptijls,• to proceed againf1 them, to reftore tl-te pe1:itel')l,. 
to burn their books; and to deliver the obf1inate to the fecular 
arm; but I have not feen what pfode?_dings there wero upon 
this."--Bp. B,1{r.nel, in Crofoy_. -v~. l. p. 38. • 

"About the 16th year of ~een Elizabeth, a congregation 
of Dutch Antip.Edobaptifis was- difcov,ered, without Aldgate, 
in London, whereof twenty-feven were taken and imprifoned. 
And the next month one Dutchman and ten women were c;on:: 
c!emned.--Dr. Wall, in Crofoy. V oi. I, p. 68. • • • 

• What reafon, have we to be thankful that we enjoy th" 
li.berty of better times ! • 

• So the BaptiGs were then mifcalled. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

'I, the Editor of the General Baptijl Magazine. 

DEAR SIR, 

THE following )ines appearing of importance to Difl"ent­
ing Minifters, and as a knowledge of them would frequently 
have prevented their ,bein? expofed to heavy fines,__ I am in,­
duced to fend them for infection in your Ma~z(n~ that they 
may be m@re extenfivdy circulated ; and if the facl: fiated be 
founded upon the exijhng law of England, I lhall be glad ~Q 

have it confirmed by additional evidence. The lines referred 
to are cxtralled from the Cambridge lntelligencer of Dec. 21, 
I 799. I remain, dear Sir, yours, &c. R. S. 

TOLERATION_ ACT. 

When a man, through ignorance, involves hi•rnfelf in dif­
-agreeable ·circumftances, and the fufferer thinks it probable 
that others may purfue the fame trac\: and fhare the fame fate, 
it becomes a duty "hich he owes to fociety to apprize of the 
danger, that the evil may be prevented. On this principle, 
Mr. Editor, I tranfmit the following narrative. 

Lafl: July Richard Symm·onds lodged an inforination againft 
William Hill, for preaching at Kingflon, in Dorfet, on the 
23d of June, 1799, not having previoufly obtained a certifi­
cate, as a dilfenting minifier, at the quarter feffions., Hill 
was fummoned to appear at Dorcheller, July 27, 1799. In 
obedience to the fummons, he appeared before the Hon. 
Lionel Darner, M. P. and James Frampton, Efq. Here he 
was charged with preaching at Kingfion on the 23d of June, 
though not qualified according to all of parliament. John 
Parmiter and John Priefiley bore teftiR1ony to his preaching 
:at Kingfton; but neither of thofe men could bear tefiimony 
to his· having preached on the identical day fiated in the 
indiB:m'ent. Hill produced a tefiimonial to his charaB:er on 
his.• appearing before the juftices, figned by fix refpeB:able in­
habitants of Wareham, the place of his refidence ; ·but he was 
conviB:ed in the penalty of twenty pounds~ Not being able 
to pay the money, he was allowed a month to collect that 
fum among his friends. At the expiration of the_, month 
Hill again appeared before the jufiiccs at the town-hall, Dor­
chdl:er.--- Whcrn the Rev. B. Cracknell requelled a hearing 
on the fubjell of Hill's profecution; Mr. Cr.ickncll addrefft:d 
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the Jufiices 'on the law of evidence, and the infufficieney 
of that evidence in Hill's cafe, to warrant the conviction. 
The chairman faid, " he would not argue on the cafe, but 
abide by their decifion." However, fince that period the 
profecution has been dropped. 

All the trouble attending this feeond meetin~ at Dorchell:er 
had been prevented, if Hill had known the Hate of the law 
relative to diffenting miniflers. The law has made fuch pro­
vilion, that he might have tendered himfelf to take the necef­
fary oaths asa diffenting minifier, and this would have in­
ftantly quafhed the profecution. T~is opinion is confirmed 
by the 10 Ann. c. 2. p. 8. It is to be found in W)Uiams's 
Juflice, Burn's Ecclefiafiical Law, and in his quarto edition 
of his Juftice; but I thin,k not in -any of the octavo edi­
tions.---! fuall here introduce the whole fection ·from the 
ftatutes at large. 

« And for rendering the lafi-mentioned acl: (the acl: of 
Toleration) mere effcttual, according to the true intent and 
meaning thereof,· be it further enacted and declared by the 
authority aforefaid, that if any perfon diffenting from th.e 
church of England, ( not_ in ho) y orders, or •pretended po) y 
orders, nor any preacher, or teacher of any congregation') 
who {hall have been to the benefit of the !aft-mentioned act, 
if fuch perfon had oni y taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths 
and declarations, or otherwife qualified him or herfelf, as 
required by the faid act, and is now, or fuall be profecl\ted 
upon, or by virtue of any of the penal fiatutes from which 
proteftant diffenters are exempted by the faid act, lhall, at 
any time during fuch profecution, take, make, a,id fubfcribe the 
faid oaths and declaration, or being of the people callt:d ~a­
kers, {hall make and fubfcribe the aforefaid declaration,. and 
affo the declaration of fidelity, and fubfcribe the profeffion of 
their chrifiian belief according to the fame aa, or before any 
two of her Majefiy's jufl:ices of the peace ( wh11 are herehy re­
quired to take and return the fame lo lhe next quarter fejfjons of 
the peace to he there recorded) fuch perfon !hall be, and is hereby 
entided, to the benefit of the faid att, as fully and tjfetluallJ 
as if flich perfon had duly qualified himfelf within the tiq1e 
prefrribed by the faid act, and {hall be henceforth exempted 
and difcharged from all the penalties and forfeitures incurred 
by force of any of the aforefaicl penal fl:atutes." 

From the above, Mr. Editor, you will readily perceive, 
that in cafe a Diif~nting preacher is informed againfl, who is 
unqualified according to :A.cl: of Parliament ; yet by t~nder­

ing 
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lng himfelf to take the oath previous to t(JnviBiori, all farther 
proceedings are completely quafhed. 

A P1<0T£STAN'T D1sH:N'TE~. 
P. S. If this Protell:ant Diffenter ft1tcs this matter right, 

I think it is a pity but it was inferted in all the Magazines, 
Newfpapers and periodical publications in Britt.in, that not· 
a diffenting min'ifler might be ignorant of it, 

T'o the Editor of the General Bapt!fl Magrtzint, 

SIR, 

HAVING for a long -time feen with much concern 
the conduct of many profeffors on a Lord's day, I venture 
to addrefs you on that fubjelt; and to requeft of you, or 
fome of your Cotrefpondents, to attend a little to it; as it 
appears to me, that this day ought to be attended to more 
than in general it is. \Ve call it the Lord's day : this 
conveys an idea t'o me, that it {hould be entire! y fet apart 
from aH worldly concerns; or why fho•uJd that any more 
than another, be called the Lord's day? Now thofo who 
fpend one noon in their world! y aH:.iirs, and the other perhaps 
in devotion, cannot properly call it by this name. It alfo 
appears reafonable thar we lhould have one d.1y out of 
feven for the purpofe_ of devotion. How many people are 
there who _have no time in the week that· they c<1n fpare from 
their necelfary empioyinents, either for public worlhip or 
reading; but as there is one day fet apart in which they 
either are, or may be divell:ed of all Wdrldly alf.,irs, hoW' 
much might be done· in that dat to improv..: th~ir minds for 
tpe good of their fouls, and for the glory of God. In many 
places there is preachi,1g hut once in the day1 art:i pc:·hapfl 
at night in fome other place, which all cannot attend. But 
if they fliould, there is a deal of time in the morning ; but 
alas, how is this opportU;nity fpent with many? ( I do 1wc fay 
all) In the firlt place, they will lie more hours in bed on c!1is 
day than any other; then, too many, have their ihJeS to ckl11 
and fo many jobs to do, that they have hard·work co g"t re.id y 
to go to the meeting in the· aften1oon. The.ir wives too, 
are very bufy in cooking, or, pcrhap~, in cleaning: fo the 
morning is entire! y fp2nt in that which profils their ttJi1ls 
nothing. What a fond of in(hut'lion and knowledge. <l<1 

the'y Joie ? But there are worfe practices than evt:n t ,~(;; 

that ,if f1:lling, or we may call it, working at th.:ir cJ:Jings 
V UL. III. • F , ()Il 
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on this day. • This pracl:ice, I think, does much harm 
in the world, as it fets a bad example: for I know it is 
common for people of the world to think, that if fuch an 
one, who pretends to fo much religion can do fo and fo, Cure 
I may venture a little farther. It alfo gives them every 
encouragemt•\t to make this their market-day. How com­
mon is it t.o fee people with their bafkets and bags, 
going from fuop to 1hop on a Loi-<l's-day morning. Now 
if none would fell their articles on this day, they would 
be obliged to get them on another: perhaps fome will 
fay, if we don't fomebody elfe will. This is very likely 
to be the cafe; fo it is in many refpecls. If we deter­
mine to walk in the narrow road that leads to life, others 
will go the downward road that· leads to death: we might 
reafon away all our chrifiian duties in this way. But we 
are to let our light fo thine before men, that they, feeing 
our good works, may be led to glorify God. We are 
to abfl:ain from all appearance of evil. I am fenfible 
there will be many objections riling in the minds of 
profelfors, againft fo firicl:ly (as they call it) attending to 
the Lord's-day. But· it is not my intention to try to 
obviate them, as I am fenfible of my inability to 'do it; 
but l lhould be very happy to have fomebody write a few. 
thoughts on this. fubject, that, if poffible, believers may be 
brought to glorify God more by their lives and conduct. 
It is • my ardent de/ire that this may be the cafe; and I 
am fure in order to do this, there muft be a deeper know­
ledge of things of a divine nature. I am grieved to fee 
fo much ignorance, even among profefiors; and I verily, 
bclie,e, were they to improve this one· day in feven to the , 
befi: advantage, they would, by this means, gain very 
great improvement. - Were the morning fpent in devotionat 
exercifcs, fuch as reading, meditation, and prayer, would it 
not enliven the foul, put it into a feriou'S frame, fo that when 
they come to the houfe of God, it would be a Bethel in­
deed to their fouls. It would be calculated to fl:ore their 
minds for the whole week. I am well perfuaded, that many 
think but little more conlifis in religion, than juft going to 
the meeting once. or twice in a day; fo have turned it' 
into a mere form. But let fuch confider, was it thus with 
them v,ehen they firft fet out ? 0 no ; their zeal was then 
all _.i~.ake, they were then {hiving. as it were, what they 
could do mofi for that Saviour, that had fet their fouls 
free ; who had given them to tafte of redeeming love. But 
why is their lov£ fo foon grown cold; why do they not keep 
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on, thus lively and vigilant, in the way ? It mull: be their 
own faults; God is fiill the fame; their falvation is fiiH 
of as much confequcnce, and the bleffings ariling from the glo­
rioui; gofpel are fiill as precious, \Ve, too, fiiJI remain poor 
weak finful creatures, and there is fiill fomething for us to 
do. We have need therefore to be continually on our watch 
tower, never to lofe a moment's opportunity of improvement 
in theie ~hings ( which are, indeed, of the highell: importance) 
the concerns of our fouls. Oh that the conduct of profeffors 
were morn confifient with their profeffions ! How much hap­
pier would they be in themfelves ! How much good would 
their examples do in the world ! They would then, indeed, 
gaze and admire, though they "hate the change." I hop!i: 
you will pardon me for thus intruding on your p_atience ; 
and I will again beg of you, or fome other, to give a few 
thoughts on this fubjea, in your ufeful mifcellany. 

That fomething may be done for the glory of God, by you 
2,nd by all the followers of the bleffed Jefus, is Lhe ardent deli re 
and forvent prayer of 

A CONSTANT Ri:ADEP., 

7"'o th, Editor of the General Baptifl Magazine. 

SIR, 

I SHALL efieem it a great favour if you, or any of 
your Correfpondents, will, in your monthly publication, folve 
the feemi.ng d1fcord in our Lord's words, Matt. vi. 13. and 
Luke xi. 4- "Lead us not into temptation," with James i. 
I 3. " Let no man fay when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
temptcth he any man." 

A reply to the above would be thankfully received, by a 
reader of your magazine. 

D.S. 

REVJEW 
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$ELECT PUBLICATIONS. 

TA~ pr-~mifid prrjeitce of Chrift r.•ith his People a fourGe of c111J~la­
tion 1tnder the mo.ft painful Bereavone1its, A Sermon,. delivered. 
et the Baptijl Muting-ltouft, Cannol(:flreet, Birmingham, on the 
Lord's-day Evell.ing, OD. 20, 1799.; occajioned by the l)eq,th oj 
the .Re11. S&muel Pearce, A. M. latc Pajlor of the ChHch ajfcm• 
bling thci-e: who dic4 OEl. 10, in the 34 th Year oj '1,is age. ]Jy 
John Ryland, D. D. To which is pr~jixed, an Oration delivered 
at the Grave, Ocl. 16, 1799, By the 13,.eu. J. Brewer, 68 _pages; 
is, l:..uuon. • • • • 

The pro.fits ariji.11g from the fate of this publication, will be apPro~ 
priated to the benefit oj Mr. Pearce' s widow and five jinal.l children. 

THIS is a valuable difcourfe, delivereq i~ a very eafy anq 
famiiiar fiyle; and contains. many fuitable encouragements 
and advices to the bereaved church and family. t ew of our 
readers can be totally ignorant of. t~e difl:inguifhed preaching 
abilities,& various excellent qualities of Mr. J:'earce. It. is there­
fore fcucely neceff;iryto fay, that tJ.:io(!l who ~re i:i,91,~ in~imately 
connected with him, .. re very fenfibly affected by the lols of 
fo eminent a young man, and peculiarly demand our coni­
D1iferation. But a,ll the real frienM o.t true evan_g<,lica_l pi~ty 
ouo-ht to feel on this mournful • oc'cation. Dr. Ryland'11 
te:r, chofen by Mr. Pearce, is John xiv, 18. '·' I will nof 
leave you· ·cornfortlcfs. I will come unto yo¥·"· , 

The following excraa from the ferinon will, w~ prefume, 
be both er.tertaining and edifying to all feri0us readers. ' ' 

This church has loll: a m·ott .diligent, faithful; affectionate 
and valuable pa!l:or, and far ~e 1t from me·to make ·Jight of 
your lofs. All thofe churches who knew hi,n only by oc­
caiion:.:.l vifos, all gQod men who had any opportunii:y of 
appreciating his worth, mufl fympathize with you; while 
they grieve to think that they themltlvcs, who faw his face fo 
ft:ldom, {hall fee it no more. His brethren in the minifhy 
who rnjoyed the pleafure ~nd advantage of h1~ friendlh1p and 
correfpondence, feel a lofs which they will t:ver deplore .. 
How then mull: you regret his removal, who were, many of 
you, the feals of his miriifiry; who, all of you, hoptd long 
to enjoy his con!l:ant laboui's; and for whole welfare he 
laid h!lnfdf out, w,ilh Juch uu,em1tting affiduity ? The pailor 

whofe 
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whofe ~bfon1=~ you r,ioµrn, po/Ti;lfed fuch an a/Temblage of 
Jovel y graces ,md 'Acceptal:>le qµalilit:ations, a~ are found united 
~ut feldorn, even in truly chriflian miniil:ers. He ·had the 
tirmen attac'1ineut to evangelic;.\! truth, and the moll: con.­
tl~nt regar~ tQ pr;1ctical g?dl(nef:i; he united remarkable 
foundue(s of judgment, with uncommon warmth of alT.ecl:ions. 
I never faw, at leafl: in one of his y~ars, Cuch atl:i ve, ardent 
zeql, conjoineA with fuch gentlenefs, modcfiy and deep 
llurriilicy ; fq r:nuch of ihe little child, and fo niuch of the 
~vang~ljft, 1 q.n fcarcely f9rpear f;1yir:g, of the apo.ffle of 
Jeful! Cl1.1:i[t .. , l ~11ow not hpw tp ,flatter you, with the hope 
of obtaining another minifl:e_r ; or 1)1yfelf, wi~h the expectation 
of finding another fri1::nd, in whom all thefe charming qualities 
{hall be found in an ~qu-11 clegr~e. He wa~, indeed, "a burn­
ino- and a ihining light, and we rejoiced in his light, for a 
re.~'fon :" but now Wt; m4ft lameM~ that he ihines no more 
on earth ; though we doubt not_i that he fhines li~ke the fun 
in the kino-dom of his Father. 

Whife hi! abode among us, his alfetl:ions were evidentl1 
and eminently in heaven; his work, his family, and his 
peopli;, were the only obje...,'ls of regard, which made him wil­
ling to forego the blifs o.f the eternal world. And when he 
perceived that it was the Lord's will he lhould depart, your 
welfare was ftill his chief cc;mc;:~rn. For your confolation 
and benefit, he wifhed this p.illag_e to be confidered at his 
funeral. He once alluded to another fcripture, but lavino­
that afide, lefl: it-'{hould occafion too much being faid o"'f 
himfelf, he fixed upon this ; remarking " if he comes to you, 
~II will be well, you need not regret my removal/' So you 
fee, brethren, the defign of your dear paftor was to enco'.~-

-iage you to cl:tim a {hare in the promifed· prefence of the 
Redeemer; which he knew extended to all his cliurchcs, and 
to every individual believer. He perceived that he-was <TO:no­

t~ leave you, he could not promile to come again to"" yo1~ 
though i_t was hts great confolation to -hop-: that you, in fuc­
cetfion, will follow him ; and meanwhile, the prefence of his 
great Mall:er, as to· his divine nature, and the i1,creailng in­
fluence of his fpirit, would be a fullicicnt C\.•mpenfation for :1ny 
lofs you could fufl:ain by his departure. The fpiritual pre­
fence of Chrifl:. could make up for the want of his bodily 
prefence, to thole who knew what 1t was to enjoy t11e Jacter; 
it mufl: then affuredly be fufficient to fupply the abfencc of 
any under-fhepherd. vVith this thought n,y de"r brother 
conloled hiq1felf, in the beginning ot bis illi,ef,: " If," 
faid be, in a letter written the fir.fr Loni's day that he was 

~on ... 
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confined from public \Vorfhip, '' If I am to depar·t hence, ts 
be no more feen, I know the Lord can carry on his caufc as 
well without me as with me; he who redeemed the fheep 
with his blood, will never fulfer them to p-erilh for want of 
ihepherding, efpecially, Line~ h~ himfclf is the chief Shepherd 
of fouls." 

'¼'e are happy to be informed, at the conclufion of this fer­
mon, that Memoirs of the Life of Mr, Pearce, with Extracl:s 
from other interefling Letters, will bepublilhed as foon as the 
materials can be collecl:ed and arranged, and the profits ap­
propriated to the benefit of his family. 

OBITUARY. 

An Elegiac Ode, written in the form of Soliloquy or Mourn­
ing Meditation, at the death of Sir Thomas Abney, Knight 
and Alderman of London, who departed this life Feb. 6, 
1721-'l, in the 83d year of his age. By I. Watts.-See 
the Life of Sir Thomas Abney, concluded, Vol. II. p. 402. 

l'vIADAM, 

TO THE 

LADY A B NEV. 

YOUR grief is great and juft~ It is not in the power of 
verfe to charm it: Your comforts mufl: .arife from a diviner 
fpring. My refi:dence in your family hath made me a wit­
nefs ·to the Jufl:re of Sir Thomas. Abney's charaBer, and to 
the years of your felicity; and I bear a fenfible lhare in all 
the farrows that are lhed on his tomb. 

The nation mourns a good man loll: from the midft of us1 

a public hleifmg vanilhed from the earth, The city mourns 
the lofs of a mofi excellent magill:rate, a fure friend to virtue 
and a guardian to the public peace. The chur<;:h of Chrifi: • 
mourns a beautiful pillar taken from the fupport and or• 
nament of the temple. All tbefe are' 'public forrows; hut_ 
your lofs, Madam, carries a pain il'I ,it, that mull: be unknown 
to all but fuch as kpew the domefiic virtues of the deceafed. 

Thofe who have the honour of your Lady!hip's acquaint­
.:nce can ~ whence you derive your claily oonfolations, even. 

from 



OBl'fUA:ttP. 3.9 
from that wor)d where your departed reiative elrihks them 
at the fountain head. U may thofe fireams dcfcend in full 
meafure hourly and refrdh yourfelf and. your mournin~ 
houfe ! 

But if a verfe cannot give comfort to-the living,yet it may 
do honour to the dead: and it is for this reafon your Lady­
fhip defires a verfe to attend .thc:fo few memorials of Sir Tho­
mas Abney's life. His modefiy hath concealed a thoufand. 
things ,from the world which might have fiood as witneffes 
of his piety and goodnefs; but he thought it fufficient that 
his record was on high. Yet your unfeigned Jove follows 
him to the grave, and would do every thing that might adorn 
b.is name and memory. Since you have called me to this piece 
of fei vice, the obligations that your Ladyfhip hath laid upon 
me are {l:rong enough to fummon up my youthful powers 
and talents, even when I look upon them as buried and almofi: 
forgotten. 

Befides, Madam, there are '-:>me occurrences that can of 
themfelves roufe the mufe from the deepefi. fleep. Poefy 
is not always under the command of the will. As there 
have been occafions heretofore when 1 have wifhed to write, 
but the imagination has refufed to att_end the wilh; fo there 
are feafons when verfe comes almofi without a call, and the 
will might refifi in vain. A few fuch fcafons have I mec 
with in the courfc of my life, and fume of them have found 
me even in the chamb~rs of death. When I have fpent. day. 
in the midfi of mourning, and the whole foul bath been tuned 
to farrow, the harp hath founded of it's own accord, and 
awakened all the {ioleful firings. Such was the hour when 
your dear and honoured brother, Mr. Thomas Gunfion de­
parted this life: and fuch is the prefent providence. Uncom­
mon worth for faking our world Il:rikes all the powers of nature 
with fentiments of honour and grief, and the hand and the 
heart confent to rai1e. a monument of love and Corrow. 

Accept then, Honoured Madam, thefe lines of elegy, as a 
fincerc pledge of the greatefi: veneration which my heart pays 
to the memory of Sir Thomas Abney. How far foever the 
ver1e may fall below the theme, yet now it mufi alwavs iive, 
fincc it is joined to thcfc memoirs, and attached to a characlcr 
that cannot die. And while fucceeding ages fhall read the: 
honours due to the deceafcd, let them know alfo the gratitude 
I pay to your Lady!hip for the fignal benefits of many years 
conferred on 

Your La!lylhip'~ ll!Olt obli~ed, anJ obedient flnant, 
l. WATTS . 

.ELE-
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ELEGIAC ODE, &t. 

ABNEY expires. A genera·l groan 
Sounds through the houle. How mull: a friend behave 

Where death am:! grief have rais"d their throne, 
And tbefadchambers feem th'apartments of the grave? 

Shall 1 appear amongll- the chief , 
Of mourners; wailing o'er tl1e dear deceafl: ~ 

Or mufl: I leek to charm their grief, 
And tn difl:re(s of foul to comfort the diil:refi: ? 

I mourn by turns, and comf~rt too : 
He that can feel, cai1 eafe ariotht:r's (mart. 

The drops of fympathetic woe 
Conyey the heavenly cordial warmer to the heart. 

We mourn a thoufand joys deceaft, , 
\Ve name the hulband with a mournful tongue; 

He, when the powers of life decreas'd 
Felt the diviner flames of love f<;ir /ever young. 

Thrice happy mari ! Thrice happy pair ! 
If Jove could bid approaching death remove, 

The painful name of widow here 
Had ever been unknown. Hut death is' deaf to love. 

• Albina mourns, fhe mourns alone, 
Her grief unrival'd in a houfo of tears, 

The partner of her foul is gone 
Who doubled all her joys, and half fofl:ain' d her care&. 

See the fair offspring of the dead, 
With their young griefs Albina they enclofe, 

Befide the father's dying bed; 
,And as her woes increafe, their love and duty grows. 

The children feel the mother's pain, 
Down their pale cheeks the trickling farrows roll; 

The mother fees and weeps again, 
With all the tender paffions Hruggling in her foul. 

The tender p:.ffions reign and fprend 
'fhrough the whole houfc, and to the courts defcend ; 

We mourn the befl: of brothers dead: 
W-e mourn the kindell: mafier, and the firmefi friend; 

• The Lady Abney. 
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We tTiotirn; but not as wretches do, 
Where vicious lives all hope in death dcltroy: 

A falling tear is nature's due; 
put hope climbs high, and borders on celefiial joy. 

There fits the late departed faint; ~ 
'fherc dwells the hufbrnd, father, brother, friend: 

Then Lt us cc::afe the fore complaint, 
Or mingled with our groans le4 notes of praife a(cend. 

Great God to thee we raife our fong, 
ij"hine wer.c .the grac!es th<\t enrich' cl his mind j 

We blefs thee, that he fh-1ne fo Jong, 
p.nd left fo fair a track of_ pious life behind, 

But can dome!lic Corrow fi1ew _ 
p. nation's lofs.? Can private tears fuffice 

To mourn the faint and ruler too, 
Great names, fo rarely join'd below the bli1sful Jkic:s? 

Could Abney in our ~orld be born, 
Could Abney live, .and-not Britannia fmile? 

Or die, and not Britannia mourn, - . 
When fuch ethereal worth left our degerierate ifle ? 

'TW~s heavenly wifdom, zeal divine, • . 
Taught him the balance and the fword to hoi?: 

His looks with 'facredjuftice fhine; 
Beyond the f:arlet honours, or th;: wreathen gold, 

Truth, freedom, courage, prudence flood 
Attending, when h<> fill 'cl thc folemn chair: 

He knew no f,.iendil1ips, birth, nor blood, 
Nor wealth, n~r gay attire, when criminals Wefe there. 

Hefign'd theirdoo:n with fieady h:and·; 
Yet drops of pity fro n his eye-lids roll: 

He puni{h'd to reform the land, . 
With terror on his brow; and mercy lli l)is foul. 

His tongue was much unfkill'd to chid,.; 
Soft were his lips, and all his language fweet: 

His foul dif.'. ,in'd the airs of pride, 
Yet love and reverence greet him through the crouded fireet; 

God-like he Ii v 'd and acted here, 
Movini un[een, and Hill fublimel y great; 

Y cc when his cou11try cLlim'd his care, 
DelcenJin2; he appear\1, anJ b('r.:: the pomp of ftate. 
V oL, Ill. G He 
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He more than once oblig'd the throne, 
And fav'd the nation~· yet he fhunn'd the fame, 

Carelefa to make his merit known. 
The Chtifl:ian hath enough that heaven records hi& namq., 

His humble (bul convers'd on high~ 
Heaven was his hope,,his reft, his native home: 

His treafures lay above the fky; 
r.Iuch he potfeft on earth, but more i.n worlds to come, 

With filent fieps he trac'd the way 
To the fair courts of light, his wifi1'd' abode; 

Nor would he afk a mo1:1e1:t's fl:ay, 
Nor make the convoy wait, that call'd his foul to God,~ 

See the good man with head reclin'd, 
And peaceful heart, refigns his precious breath: 

No guilty thoughts opprefs his mind; 
Calm and ferene his life, ferenc and calm his death. 

Laden with honours and widt years, 
His vigorous virtue. fuot a youthful ray; 

And while he ~nds his race, appears 
Bright as the fetting fun of a long cloudh:fs day. 

·Spent v;;.'1 the toil of bufy hours, • 
Nature retir'd, and life funk down to fleep: 

Come~ drefs the bed with f.iddefs flowers,. 
Come, angels, round his tomb immortal vigils keep, 

The heart of every Briton rears 
A monument to Abney's fpotlefs fame: 

The pencil faints, the mufe defpairs, 
His country's grief and love inufi etemife his name. 

Sic cui11it ma:rens, 
Inter mr:erores domejiicos, 

.Et /alritz ju(Z /utlus, 

.. SACRED 
. :~ 
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POETRY. SACRED 

Before Preaching. 

ALMIGHTY God! look down 
and blcfs 

·Th v wo.rd of free and fovereign grac~; 
TJ,·y fpirit's holy fire impart, 
And fill with joy each humhle heart, 

May all our fouls be found 6ncere, 
Nor let a wandering thought be here;, 
Thy glor.ious prefen~e fills the place, 
.And lhall we trifle with thy grace ! 

Humbl; may all our fpirits be, 
Now we approach to wor1hip thee j 
Meekly receive infirultion given, 
And bi efs thee for thy word from 

·he.aven. 

Let not th:s world's de! ufive toys, 
•Divide our minds from heavenly joys; 
Bid it's vain vexing cares retire, 
And let our fouls to thee afpire. 

O ! may our thoughts be borne above, 
To thee, thou God of light and love; 
There /hall our warmell: wilhes reft, 
And in thy courts our fouls be blell:. , 
. •. • N. H. 

~ 

Thou art my God. 
ffal. cxl. 6,' 

WHAT glorio11s mortal lhould my 
envy move, 

Since I can tr; umph in redeeming grace; 
Call heaven my own, and heaven's im­

mortal king 
My God, my all fopreme delisht and 

reft ! 
Eternal: I've all things in po,lfcffing 

thee.' 
I fjnd no want no emptinefs within ; 
Ail my defircs in thee I find appcaf'J. 
Let tempefts rife, darknefa furround me, 

yet . 
Thou art my God, believ'd, difpels the 

gloom, 
And bids the ragin~ ftom1 eternal cea fe. 

If from the world my e:rpelhtion m,eet 
Defeat; f.[{e ftiends and VJin all human 

trull; 
Thou art my God, repreiTes every figh. 
When death and heil their <ians point 

at my foul, 
Level their terror, to defiroy my peace ; 
In triumph fweet 1 cry, thou art my 

God, 
And can that arm, that arm Omni~o­

tent, 
Be vanqui1herl ; or Almirhty ftrength 

oppof'J, 
Till then and not till then I fafety 

want. 
Thy early care I was ; thou did'!l; fop­

port 
My helplefs infancy and tender day; 
The watchful guide of. my unll:eady 

youth. 
In every ftage, and per,od of my life, 
I tcace thy pro·,idence, thy mercy m,eet, 
Thou art my God. In thee I live and 

move, 
My daily wants how long hall thou 

fupplied ; 
Thy bounty does confound my unbPlief. 
In dangers numberlefs ft:cn and unfeen, 
Has thy deliveriug hand my fafety 

wrought.• 
How great thy goodnefs ! 0 how wide 

thy love! • • 
My gratitude how narrow in return ! 
With loving-kindnels thou haft crown'd 

my head, 
0 let thy goodnefs dwel: upon my foal, 
If e'er my wanJ'rings caus'd tny ch1f-

tening rod, ~ 
0 how unwilling feem'd to chide ; thy 

lovo 
Appe.r,,d through the difgulfc of every 

, frown; 
It's beams have glimmered through t~c 

darkclt night, 
And every ftripe ftill drew me nearer 

thee: 
Remov'd my c,rnal props th~t I m>y 

lean 
\\'ith more a!forante on th' etcrnJI rocl.:, 
Thou art my God, How f-.,ec to 

contempbtc ; 
Thou ait my rock, 0 blell: fiability 1 

Th~u art my r,mfom, 0 thou b!cc~i.r..; 
Lao1b ! 



My facrili.:e, my Saviou1·, a11d my God! 
What things are thcfe l foc,111ty what 

more? 
Vl'hat further can I alk? here I rcpofe ; 
My refuge fure, my hope, my tower 

high; 
Tlu1 fix'd immutable divinity ! 
Tranfporting thought! Glory inelfabte r 
Take here thy pledge ot hca,,en, nor 

earth n0r hell 
Shatl e'er thy fixed, thy firm foundation 

ihasce. 
It is enough, my ravilhed foul replie,, 
I'm fwallowed up in glory fo immenfe; 
Let me adore, though l can ne'er ex-

prefs, 
My gratitude for love the moll divine. 
Thou art my God. Let me again re-

pe:1t, 
The glar:ous accents found tranfporting 
• blifs. 
Let orhers boaft their honour, wealth, 

and pride; 
Terrefti,1 phantorr.!, -rifionary pomp : 
Tbefe 1 renounce as vanity, and far 
Beneath the noc;ce of a foul redeem' d ; 
Redeem'd by blood, the blood of God's 

dear Sou, 
From pain immortal, & the fiery gulf, 
Of black defpair, and fhades of enJlcfs 

aiglu. 
In thee 1 triumph, 0 thou finners 

friend ! 
Nor death iliall force to quit my hold 

of thee: 
To earth's enjoyments joyful bid adieu, 
Ereathe out my foul in exclamations 

fwcet: • 
Thou _art my God; to endlefs ages 

mme. 
0 who can ellim•te my blifs? '1'Y joy, 
My portion tell? 0 hei5hts ! 0 <lepths ! 

0 lene,rhs ! 
And breadth~ unknown! ·when.God is 

all ia all ! 
Co ye vain objecl:s, ye <lelufive toys, 
Your pie.lures offer to th~fe ·,vrecche; 

poor. 
No other pr,rtion a r,: : under my fcorn 
Ye vanith -all ; nor yidu amul<ment 

or 
Afpir:ng thooght, here your Je;elts 

cu11fels: 

Creation is too narrow for my tour, 
I'm llraightencd in my flight bene.,tlt 

t!ie tkic!. 
The foul th.1t knows what thy blcf/J 

fmile imro1ts, 
Has no fenfation, for thefc low delight,, 
If delights are where dwells morlality"; 

_What if the fun e~tinguifhed in the 
lkies, 

With •II th'
0

ethereal lamps in heave/ls 
vault? 

Thou art my G~d ; ineffa-ble my blifs !. 
Immortal day is my illullrio~s h'ome.­
When al! !h•fe lower h"4!.v'ns mingle 

with· earth, 
And in one univerfal ruiri lie; 
I ili;;II behold in beautv regions new,­
lnfinite profpelts ever opening wide ; 
Nor longer converfo with delufive-

forrr:;, 
But with realities of endlefs date. 
And 1ha1"1 "!lain man, all anxious, afl:ive 

be 
For mere pageantry, andfor trifles vain? 
Wliile I, a candidate for heaven's joys, 
And dignity a iliort probatio·ner, -
Grow faint and weary in the noble 

ftrife ! 
Ronfe thee; my foul, to more aB:ivity, 
0 ! waken all- thy powers in their pi,r. 
. fllit. , 
Se, ! fee ! the moinents fl-y ;, the prize' 

appears, • 
The palm of viaory aRd the conqu•r-

ing crown; 
0 be. iment on the im~enfe- re.ward, 
And fly the w_orld for glories fo divine. 
Oh ! thou by whofe almighty power 

. alone1 
I fliall be able to with/land my -foes,, 
Put in my heart thy,Jear, nor let mr 

foul, • 
Ever dill-,onour thee, my God fupremc. 
Should glory call w,th h,r e.talt,., 

Voice; 
Or plrafore with n fofter eloquenca 
A_ll11re; the. worlo'a ambiLion. tempt 

mv heart. • 
Oh ! let me keep the happy day ill' 
• !ii;11t . _ 
H ,ii thee my Cod, my portion infinite~ 

T . .J. 
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LIFE AND· CHARACTER OF THE REV, THOMAS STEFff, 

BY DR, DODDRIDGE, 

N. B. This account of Mr, Steffc's Life and Ch~raA:er, i5 
prefixed to a fmall volume of Ten Sermons, which were preached 
by Mr. Steffe, and are publifhed from his MS notes. Mr, 
Steffe was one of Dr. Doddridgc's p1ipils. The lermons are 
dedicated to the Rev. Mr. John Barker, a valuable dilfenring 
rninifl:er at Hackney, near London, who gcnerouny, with 
another ki~1d benefaEtor, affiil:ed Mr. Steffe with a fupply of 
twenty pounds a year, during his continuance at the academr. 
We have ventured to publifh the dedication, as well as the life, 
.is one gives fome light to the other, as neither of them are much 
known; and as they are both, on fevei·al accounts, very valu­
able, and worthy the attentive perufal of ,our readers, 

. TO THE 

REV. MR. JOHN BARKER, 
Reverend ~nd Dear Sir, 

J F the dedication of a book be any token of gratitude and 
ref pell-, or the patronage of it any inCT:a11ce of generofity and 
favour, you have t~e jufl:dl: title to thi~ volume in one view, 
and I the greatefi: encouragement to addrefs 1t to you on the 
other. I know, Sir, that to enlarge on thefe topics, would, to a 
gentleman" of your characler, be making a very difagreeable 
kind ofreturn: but you will allow me to let the world know, 
that I am infcribing thefe pofihum9us fermons of Mr, Stefl-a 
to one of the befi of his friends, as well a. cf mine, .. nd to 

V OL, III. H him, 
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~1i111, to wn,1n, had he been engaged ta p11!1lifh thr111 himfelf, 
he would (urcly have cho!cn to preicnt the' firfr fruits of his 
labDurs. And permit me, Sir, thus publickly to thank you, 
for a1l t:1e pleafurc you gave me in an opp:irtunity of cul"tiva.­
tin6 the mind of fo w,1rthy a youth, an<l for the foundation 
which you laid for tii"c c:,;ccllcnt example he gave, as well as 
for the wile and pious inftrud1ons he delivered, in 
ci: cuo,fl:;_,_nccs and relations of lifr, which, unfupportcd by 
~0,11" bou11ty and care, it is prob;;b]e he had never know::. 
/,iu, Sir, di(covcreJ this promifing p!.111t in its tenderefl: 

lhtc, and prefented it_to the gard~n of God; and though we 
mufl: not arr::ig:1 the wife band 'that removed it, every ona 
will own it re::foi.able, th,,t thefc early, yet pleafant and 
wholefome fruits, which dropped from it, ihould be prefenttd 
to you. A1:d I pcrfuade myfelf, Sir, that th"iugh they are 
no, ripcn~d to :!ll that hcig11t ufbeauty and of flavo1,1r, which 
a maturer growth might have given them·, you wilf receive­
them .with ca1,dour; and indeed, I a1i1 not without fome 
cht1rfol hope, that they may afford you both delight .and 
nouri!hrnent. • • 

When ·1 intimate, that Mr. ~arkcr may not only be entf)r~ 
taine<l, but edified, by the produ_Ctions _of our young fri~11d, 
I micrht feem to f,-,::ak with too ·little caution, and to rai(e 
'.an e:pecration which a prudent friendlhip will always avciid, 
wheA it W,)Uld introduce perfons or books info the world 
with advantage. .But it is the happinefs of great wifdom an1! 
goodAefs~ { 1 had almolt faid, it is a par_t of it's reward,) fo. 
be ent-ertainecl, and cdmed, by the \i11•i'frr.•gs of thofe. wno' a'i-~ 
-much it's inferiors, and tnoft' readil}' to exe_rcifc ai:i· indulge1i"c~ 
which itfelf leaft needs. --fo this vieW•vou; Sir,·would have 
read thefe ft:~mons with r1.e!1{1;1r_el h_ad they been tl(e work of a 
fl:ra11ger: but you cannot, ana 1 tpink you oug-ht not, to 
forger, that you were, thr011gh·the D;vine Goudntfs, the 
infl:rume.-it of gtving· them to ·the wcr)-(:t. • An4 y,,u will be; 
quiclcemd to renew your bounties'of this ki!19, (an\:! a m?re 
imfX;rtant kind is not eaJily to be riameJ,) when you fr> 
feafibly perceive, that, fhort as _the date of ~ur frienfs life 

·was, your lab::iur, with regard to ·it's pref~nt effecl:s,-n~;h no~ 
been m vain in the Lore;!. • 
• They who know the relation in which I ftood to ¥,r., 

Stelfe, wiJI readily beEcv<;,_ that l have ru111e pcc;ufo~ {b~~~ in 
your jcys cm fuch :!CJ occaf1011 : but if thef·e were .qot fuch a.· 
ddlinguilhi1:g ti1: ,s in the prefcnt c:ifr, 'I inuil: • bc'infe111ib 1

~ 

to a long train of 1xrCo:1al ol:iLfliatio11s; if I d'id' no·t_ atfeclion~ 
atdy t.ok..: my p,i.rt !!i all your Liisf-1~ions anJ J0 

9y' s, t 
. ~ . • • • • bl..Cs 
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bkf. Go'1, th~t they arifo from fuch a variety nf fprin~s ; 
thaF they fwe\l into fo full a {heam ; and above ali, that 
they are foJaith(ull_y, and fo. corifl:ant!y, returned back to him, 
from w,~om~ they <>riginally proceed .. 

l do; __ Sirnio _my confcience apprehend, that. when addrelli ng 
the mini{h::rs of th,e gofpe)•, there is f-eldom reafon to con­
gratulate, them 911 their difiinguilhed circurnfiances in tem­
poral !if~. • Wh.en the more abundant gifts of the Divin~ 
bo~nty fee_m _to 1'e.received, as if, like thofe given to the 
Hebrew fervants, thq were a part of the ceremonial of their 
difrhiffion· fr~rn their Lord, they are indeed the calamity, 
rather than • the h;ippincfs of the proprietors, be they e,ver fo 
copfous,. or ,ever fo fplendid .. That is really a poifonous 
draught, be it ever_ fo lufcious, which ·intoxicates the rri(id, 
and' lulls it i_nto a forgetfulnefs of the interefl: of Chri fl:, 
and' of imrrio~tal fouls. Hut where affiuent circurnihnces 
are tonfidered .is an engagement to ferve G,)d with greater 
chearfulnefs and zeal in the abundance of all. things; where 
the polfdfor confiders himfelf as the fiewarcl of God i.1 tern1,o­
rals as· well as foirituals, and as the almoner who is to d.f­
tribute the Divine bounties to his indigent brethren, whether 
minifiers, or private chriffians ; and where all this is done in 
the ~afy, c_hearful, endeari~1g _manne~, of a heart t'.1at feels, 
how'"much more. bJeiTed 1t is.to give than_to receive: this, 
Sir, Is· a· mofi: grateful fiJeclacle, not only to the eye of an 
intimate and· obliged friend, but of a firanger wh◊ under­
fian<ls :i~y thing o~f the bea~ty of character; ~and is, I doubt· 
not, vener.1ble, as well as amiable, in· the eyes of thof..: ce­
lefl:ia·J fpirits, from whom it feems to be cor:icd. Human 
acknowledgmcnts on fuch an occafion are Ii ttle thing 0 , to the 
voice of an app.roving confciencc, and an· appr0ving God. 
I hope therefore, Sir, that the many, whofa burde1~s (to my 
certain knowledge) you have cafed, and whofe hearts-you 
have gladdened, will exprcfa their gratitude in a 11nhlt:r 
way,'_by end_eavourin; to forve the public with greater ala­
crity, while they ar..: Jrecd fron: tbe incumbranct'.S which mull 
othcrwifc have dcp,r_dlt:d and broken their fpirits. _ . 

I. hd1r~il y b/1£ Gc;id, th;it while good lVIr. Barker is pnf-. 
fdfed ofthefe pleaCurcs, which fo few of his brethri.:n in the 
dilfrnting_'miniil:ry can have, he ::iHo {hares with th~ moft ac­
cepcable,' ai1d I hop1,: I may .add, the moll fucccfsful of _theni, 
in thofc: which imme\liately ,.rife from the excrci(e o( his 
facrcd office. It is with unutterable delight, that I fe~. fo va­
luabl~ a f~iend, rc1:overed .from the rem.!ind<:1 s of thJt dift,rd~r, 
whicli feeme,r fom~ y.:ars ago, to thre.1ten the ip~edy i,criud 

H 2 4,t 
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of his public fcrvic~. To be able to vent the fulnefs of 
your heart under a fenfc of the graco of the golpcl, and to 
reprefent the important engagements to vital and univerfal 
holinefs which fo natt1rally arile from it, would give a nobler 
pleaft:ire than money could purchafe, though it were only in 
your own houfe, to a little circle which might fill one of it'a 
rooms. There indeed you might equally approve the finc(:.­
rity of your heart, in the prefence of Him that fearches it: 
but you muft giv'e your friends lthat is, as I lhould imagine, 
:all the friends of virtue and religion who know you,) leav~ 
w rejoice, that Providence haviag invigorated you for it, has 
called you out to confiant fervice in one of the mofi numerous 
and important congregations, which is to be found among us 
even in Lon?on, ( that great fupport of our interefl: through 
the whole kmgdom :) there, my dear and honoured friend 
may you long continue to delight, and to blefs, cro.ude<l' 
attentive, aud ferious auditories, growing daily more attentive' 
and more ferious, while your dottrine drops upon them lik; 
the dew, and difiils like the rain! May you have the pleafure 
to fee, not merely that they are capable of relilhing the dignity 
of fentirnent, the propriety of laJJguage, -and the gracefulnefs 
of d_eliv~ry; but, w~ich \s in~nitely_ more deli~able, thatthey­
conunua,ly advance m faith, m holmefs, and m love, to the 
glory of that God whom you ferve with your fpirit in th~ 
gofpel of his Son, and to whom ·an that you are and have 
is fo" faithfully, and fo zealoufly devoted ! , 

For thefe great purpofes, may your important life be pro­
longed, and your health, with that of your valuable lady, 
be .fupported to many future years ! May the fecret bleffing 
of the God of heaven fweetly mingle itfelf with all 'the con;. 
cerns of both ! May it fill your houfe, with profperity, and 
your hearts with that joy, which a ftranger. intermeddlcth 
not with, and which, though it were in a royal palace, can 
grow upon no frock but benevolence, fri~ndfhip, and devotion! 
And may the various bleffings of a long, and a happy life, 
be at length crowned with thole of an infiuitdy happier 
immortality ! 

\.Vhenever that folemn moment comes, which is to re.., 
move you from time to eternity, I know that it mufl: lea,·e 
multitudes lamenting; fo deeply lamenting, that it is pain­
ful to fpeak, or to _think of it. But I rejoice, Sir, to re fleer, 
how many friends above will then be wa_iting to receive you 
to everlafiing habitations. I doub'-'1ot, but the lj:,irit of our 
dear author will be numbered and difl:inguifhed among them ; 
awi that your generous concern to promµte the fpread, and the: 

• a~c~p-
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acceptance of thefe his remains, will, fo far as 1t may 1n: 
known to him, in'creafe his acknowlcdgment~ In the meaa 
time, Sir, I pe,rfuade myfelf, that among all your other good 
offices,. you will join your earnefi prayers for their fttece~ 
with thofe of, 

Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your moll: obliged and alFell:ionat.e brother, 

and obedient humble fervant, -
P. DODDRlDGE. 

Northampt~n, June 8, 1742. 

•OME ACCOUNT OF THS LIFE AND CHARACTER .Of' 

TH.&: REV, MR, THOM-'I.S STEFFE, 

THE pious author of thefi: difcourfes was fo early removed 
from ou1; world, and made fo lhort an appearance 011 an7 
public fl:age of atlion, that there is no r?om _for. any to ex­
pell a variety of remarkable occurrences. m his life. By fal" 
the greater part of thofe few years which Providem;e allvtted 
him, was {pent. in afli.duous preparation for fervices, which. 
alas, he was never permitted to accomp!i!h., Nevertbdefs, 
a~ a perfon curious in the anatomy of Vl'.'getables, would 
}t>ok with fome fatisfa.ltion on a bloffom yet folded up in 
the hud, while he traced the fidl rudiments of it's future 
form, as well as that peculiar apparatus which wasfubfervient 
to it's prefervation and growth in that infant fiat~, though it 
never grew up to difplay it's vivid colours, and diffufe it's 
fragrancy ; . fo J flatter myfelf, that fomething may occur 
in thi·s narration, not unworthy the notice of furvivors. 

Tliey, who•like our author, in the years I !hall principally 
defcribe, are growing up to the work of the miniil:ry, may, 
I hope, learn in many in!lances, what it is to be delired thrv 
may be, while I am telling them what l\1r. Stefrc was; and 
if they go and do likewilc, it may be for the benefit of mul­
titudes who arc vet unborn, that this little• fketch has beea 
drawn. And the:' generality of readers may, perhaps, be more 
.difpofed to edify by his w1 itings, as they grow better acquaint­
ed with his character : for it is certain, that qothing adds 
greater authority to a rninifler's infl:rutl:ions from the pulpit 
or the prcls, than an apprehenfion that they are tranfcribed 
and uttered from his heart. 

Our author was the fon of a worthy ckrgyman of the 
dlablilhed church, the Reverend l\ilr. John Steff'", once of 
Emanucl-colle;;c in C .. mbr,iJs"", and .iftcrwards rector of 

\Vrcn-
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Wrentham, in the !Qounty of S111folk,' This gcntl-eman, ·re..: 
rnai:kable for his piety~ learnin~, and moderation, married· 
M r,s. MartL~ ,P,1pland, of Raydon, in Suffolk, by wh0rn • he 
had frvqal chikiren, who furvive thf-ir honoured father, I hope: 
to be ll,ng-lived bleifo1e;s to thlir other pious parent, and to 
fupply, :,s far as poffible, the great lols lh,, fulhined, fo foo1,i 

after !he became a widow, by the death of two moil: hopeful 
and delightful :,.111s.* 

Mr. J'hom<1-s Steffc was born April 6, I 716 ; and though 
he had a very weak confiitutio,,, fo t~1.1t his life wa~ hardly e:it .. 
peB:ed from his infancy, ( for he C,on appeared fu bjeB: to an 
afl:hmatic diforder, bclides other i['fir:r.itic5 ;) yet he <lifcovercd 
fuch an early foli<lity of genui~, ferioufnefs of temper., :met 
fondneis for books;. that his·. father foon determin.;d to in­
dul;e bis defire of being b~ed a.(cholar: and as he candidly 
rcfe(red it to himfelf, as his judgment advanced towards maru~, 
rity, to judge_ ior hirnfdf in religious matters, he ·generouf\ y 
:z.cquiefced in the young gentleman's choice of purfuing his 
fiudics among the Proteihnt Diffenters. . 

I am inforrr:ed, that he bad mo!t of his educat-ion in the 
langua_ges under his father, who • was. well acquainted wish 
them, and efpecially a very accurate judge in the elegancies- of 
the latin, of which 1 had fome remarkable proofs -in IT:l·Y cor- · 
refpondence with him. , It is not very m,aterial to, mention 
the particular places, in which ou,r author improved and per­
fetl:ea his fiudies. It may fuffice to fay, that when I he was 
judged !)early qualified for the ;icademy, as he refolutdy 'de .. 
clinea, frorll: principles of confcience; thc;ife offers which a 
perfon of the firft rank in the e{h,blit:hed church ,had kindly, 
made of providing for him at the univedity. , His icafe was 
acci<lentalf y mentioned to that eJCcellent perfon, to whom I 
have infcribed thefe fruits of his labours.; who ready to em­
brace all opportunities t© ferve the public interefl-, made a 
p::rticular enquiry into his character ar,d difpofition, and in 
concurrence with another, and ~o me unknown benefactor, 
dt:termined to· affi!t this hopeful youth· with. a fupply of 
twenty pounds a year, that bis -education mir,ht not be bur­
thenfume to his good father, then far advanc.ed in years, 
and char•,ed with the c2re of a numerous family. , 

In tb•tyear 1733, Mr. Stefl~ was fem, at i:he requefr of 
b.iii friends, to one of th.ofr little feminaries amon~ the Pr.o • 

• • tefiant 

•• The Reverend Mr. Steffe, of Wrentham, died Ang. 7, 
1737; Oll~ofhis runs, December 2.3, 1738; and th~ othct.deat", 
yu:.ilh, the ,wthor of th_fe fcrmuns, Junu 4., 1740, 
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cdl:,\nt 11).iff~nters, where attempts are ufcd to foppl y, in the 
bcl~ manner we can, the want, of more public advantages for 
education, and to guide the ir.inds of young perfons intended 
fo1· the minifl:ry, iHto Cuch preparatory Hu·<l iei, as may in fome 

, meafure qualify the:n for appearing propc:rly in it. He v.ras 
. trn::.0 iflhis !-8th year; but as he well knew the importance 
,of making, himfelf ma Her of the learned languages in y,>Unger 
life, he ddirc;:d:rto ,be cxcufcd from enterir.ig upon t11e phi­
lofophical part of his courfc, till he had fpent almofl: another 
year in applying himfelf to them; and particularly to Greek, 
which, I am forry to fay it, is not gencr;:lly cultivated in 
.private fc;hools .. with th;..t care ,n10 exaltnefs v,:hich it deferves 
and requires. He profccuted thefo Hu dies with fuch refolution 
21nd fuch fucc·c(,, that, on the v1iiole, tl1e rnofl: celebrated 
claffics, both of Greece arid Rome, were a dclig!1t, r;:ther 
than a drudge~y: to him; and thus a fo,11idat1on w.ts bid for 
that folidity, fircngth, and correc:1:n: ts, both of fcntirnents 
and f!:yle, y,rhich mufr frldom 'be cxpcB:ed, where tiiofc great 

.originals are.unknown, or difreg2rdcd. 
I cannot forbear mentioning two other precautions, which 

Mr. Steffe _took in his entrance on this fra 6e of life, which 
appeared to me remarkably prudent. The "me was, tr.at he 
endeayoured .to _gain an early acqu~j"ntance with the character 
,of book~, efpecially thofc of the little library to "'hich he had 
,i.ccefs; and was read_v tu take the advice of more expt:rienced 
friends in the choice of thofe he fuould read, that he might ndt 
throw away his time in thofe which were of Iii-tie importance 
and alfo .that he .might not anticipate the pcrufal of others, 
.which might more properly be reviewed in Corne future time. 
And I mull: needs fay, that the negb:l: of this caution, obvimrs 
as it is, may ·make a well-furnithed library a fnare, rather 
than a benefj,t1 The other particular I referred to, was his 
care i1l)med~ately to learn lhort-hand, and that not merely in 
it's firfl: rudiments, with which too many content themfelves, 
but to fome degree of exactnefs, elegance, and readinels. ln 
copfequ~·nce of this, he became capabie with great eafc, and in 
a very little time, to make many valuable extracts fror:i the 
books he read and confL!ited ; not to mention the m::iny hour~ 
which it afterwards faveJ him, in the compolition of di1co:.1rfes 
for the pulpit. • 

J think it was alfo during the firft year, th2t.he laid a folm­
dation for readiug the Old Tefl:amcnt in it's original language-; 
~ care fo v.:ry m:\:'.dfary, that I \V\1ndcr it ihould ever he 
omitted; or that a1,y young gc:ntkman in an age like 
~ur$, iho114i Qe jw<lieJ ,1oompctcndy qu;1Jified for the pulpit, 

who 
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who lies :.t5 much at the mercy of tran/lators in fl:udying the" 
larger half of his bible, as any of the people he is to teach. 
lt is, however, with plcafu:-c that I obferve, how fcldom this 
is done amon;; the Proteibnt Diflenters, fo far as I have au 
opportunity to learn; and I am forry to hear from many 
karned clergymen, with whom I have the ·honour to be 
:acquai1:ted, how often it is totally neglected by thofe, whole 
advantages for literature are fo very much diftingui!heq. 

('To be continued.) 
,....... 

BIS■OP BURNET'S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS 01 

TH E E N G L I S H MA lt TY RS. 

THE LIFE OF MARGERY POLLEY. 

T HlS Margery Polley was the widow of Richard Polley> 
of Pepingberry, in Kent, and was brought before Maurice, 
bi-fhop of Rochell:er, and accufcd ofherefy, about the beginning 
cf June, in the" year 1555. When Mrs. Polley was brought 
b~fore the bilhop, his lord!hip according to the pontificial 
{olemnity of the church of Rome, riling out of the chair of 
his m ajell:y, in the high (welling Hile after his ordinary and 
ufual manner to da!h the poor filly woman, beginning in thtfo 
words: • 

u \Ve Maurice, by the fulFerance of God, biihop of Ro­
chefier, proceeding of our n,cer office in a caufe _of herefy, 
againil thee Margery Polley, of the pariih of Pepingberry, in 
our dioccfe and jurifdicl:ion of Rochefl:er1 do lay· and _object 
agaiufl thee all and fingular thcfc artic;es enfuing. To 
which, and to every parcel of them, we require of thee a 
true, full, and plain anfwer, by virtue of thine oal~l thereupon 
to be given, &c.'' , _ 

Then the oath was adminificrcd by theofficial, 
After which the bi!hop looking fledfa/lly at the womm1, 

demanded of her a peremptory anfwcr to every one of the 
foilowing articles. -

I. Are not they heretics who do maintain.and hold othcr-
,.,,ift tha:-1 our holy mother the Catholic church doth? ' . 

Polky. They are indeed heretics and grofoly deceived 
who do hold and maintain doll:rines which are foreign to thij 
will of God written in his holy fcriptures, which holy writings 
Id,) lincerely believe, were written 1.iy holy men immediately 
inf,li:e.! ar;d infr.ruct::d ther~to bv the Huly Ghoil, who 1s 

G·,i« 
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God proceeding from the Father and the Son; one God co­
eternal and co-egual whom I adore and worihip, 

2, Do you, forfooth, hold and maintain, that in the facra­
ment of the altar, under the forms of bread and wine, is 
not the very body and blood of Chritl: ; and thatthe faid body 
of Chritl: is verily in heaven only, and not in the facrament f 

Polley. What I have learnt from the holy fcriptures, 
which Chri(t has given unto me, and unto all men, I <lo now, 
and will. to· my life's end hold and fl:edfaftly maintain, to wit, 
That the body of Chrift, that very body which was crucified 
for me, my fins, and the fins and trangreffions of all the 
world was crucified under Pontious Pilate by the cruel in­
fl:icration of the Jews, and that that very fame body did afttr­
w;rds afcend up into heaven, and does fit at the right h;;nd 
of God, making interceffion for all fuch who believe and 
truft in the mercies and redemption of a crucified J efus. 
This very body has remained in heaven ever fince, and 
therefore cannot, according to my belief, be in the facramrnt 
of the altar; but I do belie,,e that the bread and wine in the 
facrament are to be received as fymbols and reprefentati.ves 
of the body and blood of Chrift, but not as the real body and 
blood of Chrifl:. And I do think in my weak judgment, 
that it is not in the power of any man by pronouncing words 
over the elements of bread and wine to tranfubftamiate them 
into the real body and blood of Chrifi. Final I y, I do be­
lieve, that the eucharifl: is only a commemorative facri~ce, 
becaufe Chrift, my dear Lord and Saviour did fay, As cft as 
ye do this, do it in remembrance of me. 
: Whereupon the bil110p was greatly enraged, and cried out, 
that fhe was an obflinate heretic. However, he faid, thou 
art a filly woman, and kooweft not what:thou fayeft, it is the 
duty of every chrillian to belitve as 1r.o,her church hath 
and doth teach. 

Wilt thou Margery Polley recant of thefe errors wl:ich 
you hold, be r~conciled tc- ho! y chu;·ch, receive the rea1i Oion 
of fins, that your foul may be faved in th.:: d:i}' of the L:. rJ 
Jc[us .. 

Polley. l\1y Lord, I cannot believe o•herwifr than I h,;ve 
fpoken, becaufe the praclice of the church of Rom~ is cun­
trary not only to reafonf to my fenlcs, but alfo to the holy 
fcriptures which are the word 0f (3od. 

Then faid the biflup I mu(l d0 my oflic~, and immedi;itdy 
proceeded to pro11ounce the fentcnce of condemnation 
again!l her. 

Afcer which !he was carried back to prifon, and there re­
V oL. 111. I mained 
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mained praifingand bleiling God for all his mercies until the 
middle of July following. 

She was ottcn dealt with to recant, for {he was a woman 
in the prime of life, of a ho! y converfation and pious example-, 
charitable, humane, learned in the fcriµtures, and beloved by • 
all her neighbours. She refufod all offers of life, chufing 
rather to fecure to herfclf by her fieady adherence to the 
truth, immortality, and the po!fcffion of joys and pleafures 
that will have no end, than a fhort life here, purchafed at the 
expence of lying and hypocrify. 

At length the fat.11 day coming, £he was conducled from. 
the bi£hop's prifon in his palace at Rochetl:er, to Tunbridge, 
in Kent, where {he was burnt, foaling the truth of what £he 
had teftified with her blood. 

THE LIFE OF DIRICK CARVER, AND JOHN LAUNDER, 
MARTYRS, 

DIRICK CARVER, of Brighthampfiead, in the county 
of Suffex, beer brewer, about forty years old, and John Laun­
der, of Godfi:one, in the county of Surrey, huibandman, were 
both apprehended in the dwelling-hou{e of the faid Dirick 
Carver, at Brighthampfread, as they_ were at prayers, by Ed­
ward Gage, gentleman, in Oclober 1554, and were by him 
fent up to .the Qyeen's council at London; where being-ex­
amined they, with divers others, apprehended at the fame time 
and place with them, were fent prifoners to Newgate, in 
London, to wait the lei fore, and abide the examination of Dr. 
Bonner, biihop of London. 

The examination of John Launder. 
John Launder, huibandman, aged 25 years, faith, 'That 

about two days hefore Allhallontide lafl: pafl:, he and one Di rick 
Carver, Thomas I vefun, William Vei!ly, with divers others 
to the number of twd ve, being altogether in their prayers, and 
faying the {ervice in Englilh fe~ forth in the time of Edward 
the Sixth, in the houfe of the faid Dirick Carver, at Bright• 
hampfl:ead, in the county of SulTex, were then apprehended by 
one Mr. Edward Gage, and by him fent to London, to the 
King and Qyeen's council, and upon examination committed 
to Newgate, where he, with his other fellows, have ever 
fince remained in prifon.' 

And the faid John Launder further being examined, he 
doth 1;:onfefs aud fay,' That the oc1;:alion of his coming to 

Bright• 
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13righthampfl-ead,• was up0n certain bufinefs of his father's; 
lln<l hearing that the (aid Di rick Carver did much favour the 
,gofpel, he went to his houfe and company, whom before he 
knew not ; and fo was apprehended, as is aforefaid. 

'The faid John Launder doth alfo further confefs and be­
lieve, that there is here on earth, one whole and uni verlal 
Catholic church, whereof the members be difpeifed th1 ough 
the world; and doth believe alfo, that the fame church dotn 
fet forth and teach only two facraments, that is, the facrament 
ofbaptifm, and the facrament of the Lord's fupper. 

'And whofoever doth teach or u(e any more facraments, 
or any other ceremonies, he doth not believe that they be of 
the catholic church, but. doth abhor them from the bottom 
of his heart. 

' And he doth further fay and believe, that all the fervice, 
facrificies, and ceremonies, now ufed in this realm of England, 
{and ia other parts of the world where they be ufed afo:r the 
fame manner) be erroneous and naught, and contrary to 
Chf'ifl:'s infiitution, and the determination of Chrifi's catholic 
church, whereof he believeth that he himfelfis a member. 

' Alfo he doth confefs and believe, fhat in the facrament, 
now called the facrament of the altar, there. is not really 
and truly contained undh the forms of bread and wine, the 
very natural body and blo.od of Chrifl: in fubftance ; but his 
<belief and faith therein .is as follows, viz. That when he doth 
receive the material bread, he doth receive the fame-in re-, 
membrance of Chrifi's death and paffion; and fo receiving 
it, he doth eat and drink Chrifl:'s body and blood by faith, and 
not otherwife. 

'Moreover he· cloth confefs, fay,, and believe, that the mafs 
now ufed in the realm of England, or elfrwhere in Chrii1endom 
is naught and aihominable, and direcl:ly againil: Gud's word, 
and his catholic church; and that .ther.e is nothing faid or ufed 
in it good and profitable. For he faith, that though the gloria 
in excelfis, the creed and pater-nofier, and other parts of the 
mafs be good in themfelves, yet the fame being ufed among!l: 
-0ther things that are naught and fuperHitious in the mats, the 
fame good things become naught alfo, as he believeth, 

'Alfo he doth believe an<l confcfs, thJt auricular confeffion 
is not neceffary to be made to any priefi, or to any other crea­
ture, but every perfon ought to acknowledge and confefs his 
fins on\ y to God; and alfo that no perfon hath any author it 
ito ,abfolve any man from his ·fins. And he alfo belicvct, 

12 t~ 

ii' Now m.ore generally called Brighthelmiton. 
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t:1at tl1e right and true way (according to the fcripture) after 
a man hath fallen from grace to fin, and to arifc to Chrifl 
again, is to be Corry fo~r his offences, and to do the fame or 
the like no more; and not tu make any auricular confcllion 
of them to the pricil:, or to take abfolution for them at -the 
prielt's h.i,nds. ,~ 

Upon thefe his opinions and anfwers, being openly acknow­
ledged and maintained in the bilhop's conti!lory-court, and 
he rcfuling to recant, or go frC?m the fame, he was condemned, 
and delivered to the fecular power, and carried .down and 
burned at Steyning, the 23d of July, 1555. 
Here followetn the confellion of Dirick Carver of Bright .. 

hampfted, in the county of Suffex. 
He being examined by BMrner, bilhop of London, con-. 

cerning his faith in the facrament of the altar, faith, 'That 
he bath, and doth believe, that the very fubfl:ance of the body 
and blood of Chrifl:, is not in the faid facrament, and that 
there is no other fubfiance remaining in lhe fa.id facrament 
after the words fpoken by the priefl:, but only the fubHance 
of bread and wine.' 

2. Being examined concerning the mafs in Ja.tin, now 
ufed in the church of England,' He believeth there is no fa .. 
crifice in the faid mafs, and that there is in it no falvation for 
a chrifiian, except it {hould be faid in the mother tongue, that 
he might undtr!l::and it. And concerning the ceremonies of 
the church, he faith, and believeth, that they be not pl·ofitable 
for a chrifl:ian.' 

3. Being examined concerning auricular confeffion, hi:: 
anfwereth, 'That he hath and doth believe, that it is neceffar.y • 
to go to a priefi for good counfel ; but the abfolution ·of 1:he 
prieft, laying his hands upon any man's head, as is now ufed, 
is nothing profitable to a chrifiian's fa! vation. And further 
he faith, that he hath not been confeifed, nor received the 
facrament of the altar, fince the coronation of the ~een that 
now is.' 

4. Concerning the faith and religion now taught and fet 
forth in the church of England, he anfwers and belicveth, 
'That it is not agreeable to God's word. And furthermore 
he faith, that bifhop Hooper, Cardmakcr, and Rogers, and 
others of their opinion, who were lately burned, were good 
chriftian men, and did preach the true duchine .of Chrift as 
he1 believeth; and he faith, that they did fhed their blo~d in 
the fame doctrine, which was by the power of God, as he faith 
and believeth.' 

And being further examined, faith,' That fince the Qyeen's 
coro-
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coronation, he hath had the bible and pfalter in Englilh read 
divers times in his houfe at Brighthampfl-ed; and likewife 
lince his Coming to N ewgate, but the keeper hearing thereof, 
did take them away. And he alfo faith, that about twelve 
months now pa!t, he had the Englifh prnceffion or litany faid 
in his houfe, with other Englifh prayers. 

'And he further faith, That Thomas lvefon, John Laun­
der, and William Veiffy, being prifoners with him in New­
gate, were taken with this examinant in his houfe at Bright­
hampfl:ed, as they were hearing the gofpel read in Englifh, 
a little before Allhallontide !ail pall-, and being examined by 
'the council, were committed by them to the prifon of New­
gate, in London.' 

Upon Monday the 10th of Ju~e, IHS, John Launder 
and Dirick Carver, were brought into the confifi-ory, where 
their confeffions were read, and_ they a{ked feverally if they 
would fiand to the fame; which they faid they would : and 
fo fentence of condemnation was pronounced againft them i 
anc,I Dirick Carver was carried to Lewes, in Su.lfex, to his 
execution. 

It is obfervabl~ that, the faid Dirick Carver by his great 
indufl:ry learned to read Engli!h while he was in Q_rifon, whlch 
he could not do before. • 

When he was brought to Lewes, the people called to him, 
befeeching God, to fhengthen him in the faith of J efus Chrifr. 
He thanked them, aud prayed God to ftrengthen him in the 
like faith. When he came to the fign of the Star, the people 
drew near to him, and the lheriff faid, that he had found him 
a faithful-man in his anfwers. 

Vvhen he came to the {J:ake he kneeled down, and faid his 
prayer!:>; then his book was thrown into the- barrel which 
w:is fet by the flake for him; and he {hipped himfelf, and 
went into the fame barrel, and he took up the book and threw 
it among the l?eople; and the fheriff commanded it to be 
thrown back again. 

Then Dirick fpake to the people to this effecl:: Dear bre­
thren and fiO-ers, bear witnefs that I am come to feal with 
my blood Chrifi-'s gofpel, becaufe I know that it is true. It 
is not unknown to you all, that the gofpel hath been truly 
preached to you here in Lewes, and in all places in England, 
and now it is not fo preached ; and bccaufe I will not here 
deny God's gofpel, and be ooedicut to man's laws, I am con­
demn~d to die. 

Dear brethren and fillers, as many of you as do believe in 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft unto eternal life, fee ye do 

the 
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the works appertaining to the fame faith; and as many of 
you as do be:ieve on the Pope of Rome, or any of his laws 
which he lets forth in thefe day~, you do believe to your con­
demmition.' 

Jmrnediately the lheriff faid, If thou doll: not believe in 
the Pope, thou art damned body and fJul. And he alfo faid, 

. fpeak to thy God to deliver thee now, or to firike me down 
. for an example to the people. But good Dirick faid, The 
. L ·d forgive you your fayings. 

Then he fpakc again to the people with a loud voice. fay­
ing,' All you that l have offended by word or deed, I afk you 

-forgivenefs for the Lord's fake; and I heartily forgive all 
y0t7 that have offended me in thought, word or deed.' 

And then he prayed,' 0 Lord my God, thou hafl: written, 
he that will not fortake wife, children, houfe, and all that he 
bath, and take up the emfs and follow thee, is not worthy of 
thee. But thou, Lord, knowe/1: that I have forfaken all to 
come unto thee. Lord have mercy on me, for unto thee I 
commend my fpirit, and my foul d.ith rejoice in thee. 

Tnefo were his lafl: words before the fire was put to him. 
And afterwards when the fire came to him, he cried, 0 Lord 
have mercy on me; and fprang up in the fire, calling upon 
the name of Jcius, and fo ended his life. 

( To be continued.) 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

SERMON 0~ GAL, IJI. 28. LATTER PART, CONCLUDEp, 

4. ALL real chrifiians {hnd in the fame relation to 
eac' other. Being all " the children of God by faith," th€y 
are all brethren in ChriP.: Jefus. Our Saviour has left a rule 
o , ; ec ird, for the in/1:ruclion of all his followers, which mufl: 
continue a rule to the end of time. " Be not ye called 
Rabbi; for one is your mafier, even Chrifi ; and all ye are 
hrethren "* No one is aliowed to alfume an authority" over 
the relt, in a chriHian church. The authority _of Jefus, the 
chrifiian's Mafrer, is univerfal, decilive, and abfolute; while 
all chriftians are bound, by the moll facred obligations, to " be 

kindly 
• Matt. xxiii. 8, 
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kindly affeB:ioned one to another; with brotherly love, in 
honour, pn.:forring one another."t 

S· All the memb.ers of a i;hrifiian church have an equal 
claim to all church privileges, and an equal interefi in them. 
They have equally a righr to divine ordin;mces, as we have 
fe::n above. The care, the prayers, the advice, the infl:ruB:ion, 
the comfort, the admonition, and the reproof, which are fo 
exceedingly necelfary, and fo ineffably important in every 

• church. of Chrifl-, as circumfiances may require and adrriir, 
are equally enjoined upon them all, and may be expected and 
claimed by all, as the nature of the cafe may demand, and that, 
without exception. The divine injunctions, "Bear ye one 
another's burdens!; comfort yourfelves together, and edify 
one another ;-warn the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, 
fupport the weak, be patient toward all men. Exhort one 
another daily, left any of vou be hardened through the ~eceit­
folnefs' of fin ; confider one another, to provoke unto love, 
an<l to good works."+ Thefe and fimilar duties are indif­
pen11bly necelfary in the chrifl:ian church. The advantages 
which refult from the performance of them, are inconceivable; 
and while every individual is under indifpenfible obligation to 
perform them, every individual has alfo a right to expect the 
performance of them towards himfelf. 

It is efpecially the· duty of miniil:ers to care for_ the whole 
church : to" watch for the fouls" of all their people, "as thofe 
that mufl: give an account. ''II They are charged to" take 
heed to all the flock, over which the Holy Gholt hath made 
them ovcrfeers ; to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchafed with his own blood."§ All faithful minifl:ers will 
tak:e a ddight in doing it. Minill:ers are, indeed, imperfect 
creatures ; but the gre;;t God regards their care, their prayers, 
and their various labours as very important; and the people 
among whom they labour ought to do the fame. All their 
people have an equal right to their prayers and labours; 
and fo fat' as minilters are faithful to their truH:, all their 
people have an equal il1:are in their labours, as far as circum~ 
ftances require and permit. In this cafe, '' there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is nei~ 
ther male nor f.:male: for ye are all one in Chrill Jefus." In 
thefe, and in all other advantages therefore, the members 
of every church of Chrill are equally interefl:ed; and with 
thefe advantages, if duly improved, " thofe that be planted in 

.the houfe of the Lord, fhall flouriili in the courts of our 
God. 

··-~ R.om. xii. 10.-+ Gal. vi. 2. 1 Thcff. v. 11-14. Heb. iii. ,3. 
x. 21, 25.-JI I-Icb. xiii, 17--) Ads xx, 28, 
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God. They £hall bring forth fruit in ol<l age : they 1hall 
be fat and flouri{hing.''* 

6. The members of chri!li:.n churches, if real chrirrians, 
are all equally heirs of eternal glory. To all who receive 
Jefus Chrifi: by faith, he gives the high privilege to become 
the fons of God.t They" are all the children of God by faith 
in Chri/l J efus ; "t-and if children, they are, '' heirs of God, 
.ind joint heirs with Chrifi.''11 They are therefore, under 
every obligation to blefs the name of the Lord at all times, 
and to be telling of his falvation from day ·to day. They 
all have abundant encouragement to meet the ghafi:ly monfier 
death, with fortitude and pleafure; and both living and 
dying, to "rejoice in hope of the glory of God.", " This is 
the heritage of all the fervants of the Lord; and their righteouf.J 
nefs is of me,. faith the Lord."§ Nor is there any difference, 
in thefe refpetl:s, on account of age, fex, country, or fainily; 
or on any other account whatfoever : for they '' are all one 
in Chrifi Jefus." It is, howevei·, a natural confequence, an_d 
necdfary to be here mentioned by me, and to be attended to by 
us all, that 

II. We are " all one" in point of duty, and of obliga­
tion. 

It is indeed very certain, that none are required to do that 
for which they have not ability given them. The Lord 
Jefus is not like" a hard, auficre man, reaping where he has 
not fown, and gathering where he has not fi:rawed." We have 
feen above, that "if there be a willing mind, it is accept~d, ac­
cording to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not." He does require that all his children be concerned for 
the fupport of his caufe upon earth; but he does not require 
thofe publicly to preach his word, to whom he has- given no 
ability to do it. When the fupport of his intercfi: occafions 
expences, he does not require that. thofe !hould give gold who 
have only filver; or that any man lhould contribute more 
than he poffdfes, or than he can jufi:ly call his own. He 
gives the different poffe.ffions, and the different abilities of 
everv kind, which are requifite, and if his gifts are well im­
prov'ed, he always gives a fufficiency on the whole. But he 
depofits thefc in different hands, if we may fo fay, of very 
different kinds, and in very different quantities; and moft 
jufily requires that thty be employed for his honour and 
glory. "As every man hath received the gift, even fo minifier 
the fame one to another, as good ftewards of the manifold 

grace 
• Pfal. xcii. 13, 14.-+ John, i. 12,-t G,il. iii. 26.-II Rom. 

viii, 17.-(.;al, iv. 7.-lfai. liv, 17. 
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which Gnd giveth: that GoJ in all things may be glorified·, 
through Jdus Chrill: I to whom be praife and dominion for 
ever and ev::r. Amen,*". 

It, therefore, follow,1 frotti t11c nature of the cafe, that 
every one who enjoys the benefits of ,,ur bleffed Rede:mcr's 
great falvatinn, and the advantages which refuit from the 
fdlow{hip of his faints, is under obligation, equally with all 
his brethren, in proportion to his ability; t0 exert him/elf, as 
occafion may require, for the (upport of that inrnrefl: by which 
he is fo highly advantaged. Jf it be not the duty of all, it 
is the duty of none: for no argumellt can be ufed, to exempt 
any individual from the obligation, which will not go to the 
exemption of all from it, without exception. 

In 1-'erfelt harmony wi eh thefe views; we fha1l find, on a 
careful inve!tigation of the fubje~; that, in the divine word, 
ail exertion to fupport the interell and honour of our glorious 
Redeerr:er, is recommended, :withoui: exception, to all his pro­
feifrd difciples. In the 9th chapter of the former epi!lle tCl 
the Corinthians; the apolHe largely vindicates, on the allowed 
principles of equity, one great ordinance of Goel: "God 
bath ordained that they who preach the gofpel; fl1ould live of 
the gofpel." In all that chapter, he never gives the lea!t hint 
that any are exempted from the obligation t0 pay a praltitnl 
regard to this divine ordinance. He evident! y ell:abli!hes this 
obvious principle throughout the whole; "that they to whom 
minill:ers have fown fpi ritual_ things, fhould take care thofe 
mini!ters may reap of their carnal things." ver r4. In his 
Epiftle to the Galatiansj vi. 6. he direlts, " Let him that' 
is taught in the word, minifler to him that teacheth; in all 
good things. Thi!! obligation, then; does not lie upon the 
rich and great only, but on him that is" taught in the worJ." 
Much lefs does the Apofile leave it to any one's option, to 
attend to this duty if he plea(es; but exprefsly.enjoins it as 
an indifpenfable duty upon all who are taught by minil1:ers. 
This was evidently made a duty under the law, as well as 
under the gofpel. Nor can we find any palfage, in which a 
deviation from this rule is encouraged, When our Savio:rr 
obferved the rich men cafi:ing their gifts into the ttea(u.ry, for 
the fuppu'rt of the teIT1ple-worfhip, " he faw alfo a certuin 
poor widow; c.afiing in thither two mites. t " This was all 
the poor widow's Ii ving. Yet our Lord did not difapprovi= 
of it, but commended her generolity, and readinefs of mind 
to cont'rihute according to the ability which God h .. d given 

• Pet, iv. 10, 11 .. t Luke xx.i. ver, 1-4. 

VoL, III. K her: 
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her: and it is recorded, by divine infpiration, for the inll:rue!­
tion of all focceeding ages .. It may here be remarked, that, 
while we have the unfpeakable happinefs of reading fuch paf­
fages of facred Scripture as Prov. iii. ver. 9, 10. Mai. iii. 10, 11. 

Hag. i. 7~11. 2 Cor. xi. 6, 7, 8. We can never rationally fop,. 
pole that any, whether rich or poor, will be injured in their 
circumfiances, by contribming according to their ability, 
for the fupport of religion in the world. 

The reafoning of th!! apoiHe, and the nature of our fub­
jetl:, have induced us to hint at the fupport of minifl:ers, as 
one principal duty in which every member of a gofpel church 
ought to confider himfelf intimately concerned. But the 
fame arguments will prove that whatfoever other expences are 
r~quifice for the fupport of our bleiTed- Redeemer's interefl:' 
runong men, the defraying of thofe expences is a commoh 
duty, ::.nd calls for the united exertions of all who enjoy the 
invaluable µrivilege of church fellowfhip. For in. this, as in 
all rcfpeds, connecled with your chrifl:iah fellowfhip, " Ye 
are all one in Chri ft J efus." ' 

We add, that all the common duties of mutual ref peel- and 
love, which are fa frequently enferced upon us in the N~w 
Teftament, are equally incumbent on all the members ofa 
chrifrian church, according to. the circumfi:ances in which 
they are placed, and their different abilities. It is the indif­
penfible duty of all Chrifl:ians to take heed that they " love as 
brethren;'' that they be" kindly alfe8ioned one to another; 
with brother! y love, in honour preferring one another ;" that 
they '' fubmit themfelves one to another in the fear of God, 
and be cloathed with humility;'' that they be "kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving ona another, as God, for 
Chrift's fake, has forgiven them.". It is their duty to "bear 
one another's burdens, and fo to tulfil the law of Chrift ;" to 
take care that they "comfort themfelves together, and edify 
ORe another;" that they " fpeak not evil one of another," 
that they "confider one another, to provoke to love and to 
good works;". that they " fl:ri ve together for the faith of the 
Gofpel." Refpecl:ing all thefe, and many fimilar obliga.~ons, 
·" ye are all one in Chrifl: Jdus ;'' and if you all confcieutioµfly 
attend to the duties here mentioned, and to others of a fimilar 
nature, and equally important, you will, as individuals, enjoy 
that " great peace" which " they have who keep God's law;" 
and, as a church, you may, with humble confidence, expei!t 
the blcffing and prefenc;: of yoijr glorious Mafl:er a~Qng you, 
and hope to be " builded together, as an habitation of God 
throu~h the fpirit." 

Finally, 
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Finally, all real Chrifiians, however otherwife difl:inguifhed, 
have the fullefi alfµrance_, that what they do for Chriit in this 
world, fhall be rewarded by ,him· in the next. When our 
blefled Saviour fi:nt h_is Difciples into the world, to propagate 
his truth, he was pleafed to ufe laniuage full of c-.mdefcenl10n 
and confolation to them; and full of important in/hucl:ion, 
and powerful incentive, to thofc among whom they might 
deliver their meifage. " fle that rec~ivech you, receiveth 
me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that f:,1t me. 
He that recei vcth a prophet in the name of a prophet, fhall 
receive a prophet'5 rewai'd: and he that receiveth a righteous 
m·an, in the name of a righteous man, iliall receive a righteous 
man's reward. And whofoever ihall giv.e 10 drin!c unto o,,c­
<;,f chefe little ones, a cup of co11 water on] y, ill the name of a 
rlifciple, verily I fay unto you, he fhall in no wife lofe his 
r.eward*." The great Apoftle throws light upon this palfage. 

-i~ Let him that is taught in ~he word, communicate to ,him 
that teacheth, in all good things. Be not dece1 VC~; God is 
n<;>t mocked: for o/hatfoever a !Ilan {owech, that {hall he alfo 
re<1p, ·For he that foweth to the flelh, {hall of the flelh reap 
,,corruption; but he chat foweth to the fpirit, /hall of the fpirit 
reap life everlafi:ing. And let us not be weary in well-doing; 
lfor in due feafon we lhall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore O[)portunity, Jet us do good unto :!.ll men, efpecially 
unto them who a.re of the houlhold of faith." 1 

Many other tefi:imonies might be added, but it is time we 
conclude this di(eourfe, 1 recommend it to you all, brethren, 
to recollefr what yo:u have' now heard, to contemplate the 
relation in which you all fian,d to the great G0d, who con­
defcends to call himfelf your heavenly Father; to the ble1fed 
Jefus, your glorious Lord and Saviour ; and to each other in 
him, Labour and pray that it may be engraven up9J1 your 
hearts, that whethe.r you are rich or poor, old or young, male 
or female,·" ye are all one in Chrif} Jefus," Let us all retire, 
and confider how far our tempers and our behaviour cor­
refpond with this relation, and the 0bl1gations which refult 
.from it; anq let us earne!tly foek the enlightening purifyir\g 
influences of the holy fpirit, that we may be enabled, in every 
part of our future conduct, to aC:l as thofe who belon~ to the 
family of Heaven, and the hG>uihold of faith. Amen. 

* Mat, :f.. 40, 41, 42. 1 Gal. vi. 6-10, 

ESSAY 
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ESSAY ON GOSPEL SANCTIFICATION, 

"I'o the Editor 6/ the General Baptifl Magaz.i11r. 

SIR, 

J t is de fired, if you plea(e, that I may ::nother time employ<\ 
few pages of your !Vh1gazine. • No apology can be'nccded; 
the very great importance cf the fuhjed, will fpeak for itfelf. 
It is dehred by a reader of you:- Map1zine, A. D. yo!. II. 
p. 517. He willies ;i little on Janttijication; on the time 
when a beli, vcr 'is 'f., nC1 ificd ; ahd if, when fanclified; the 
perfon be free from inbred corruption. He wi!hes further 
that what is faid may i:ie ::greeable to the fcripture. I wi'Jf 
endeavour, as it fball ple.i.fe God to·enable m\!, to fay--a 
little on this very interell:ing fubj-,d. If what is don{be 
thought admiffible, it is ddired that you will in fat it as foon 
as convenient. • 

• Yours, affecl:ionate~ y_, J. T. 

I. IT was faid,' P· 340, vol, II. '1 Sa11t\ification liO'ni­
ficsfetting apart, and· Golpe! fancl;ification. is. the difpofing of 
the mi!'ld to h.,iinefs anJ God." This 1-Vasfaid before, and-:t 
fee no reafon to fay differern1y p.ow. ~hat this is .them~ 
comoion figaification of fancl:ify, may, be eafily underll:oocl 
by all who attentively re~d the, .pib!~, .w:ith the view to under­
ftand it. The word is, .I think, more·than one hundred and 
twenty times ufed m the Bible. In many places it cannot mean 
any more \han to Jet apart; in very mariy places it evidently 
doth not n:ean any th_ing but th.is: but fuppofe, as Con.e etymo­
loO'iris fay, that to. fancl:ify means ~o ,nakr holy. Yet, what is 
m~kiug holy, but difpofing the mind Godwar<l? Is r.olineJs any 
thing b~t a conforIT)ity, to God? ls inward holine(s any thing 
but the image of God on the mind ? 1s prat1ical holincfs any 
thing but a c..>rifcicntious regard to the holy law of God? I 
think we may Lfely concl11Je, that to fantlify, in the gofpel 
fenfe, is to difpufe, dttermi11e, or for apart for Goo, by a 
new and holy bias, ,f the foul. • 

It 1s remarkably evident, that the plan of falvation as exhi­
bited i:1 the N cv. Tefiament, and the 411dertaki11g of the 
Lord Jefus Ckif'c for finners, are defigned, by the bleffcd Goel, 
to turn finncrs from fin to hollncfs, "To turn them from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God," is 
~he g,rand et1d of preaching. This is very evident from many 
particul.ir parts of the apoftolic writings, and efpecial!y from 
Rotr~ viii! ver. 4. when.:, af~~r the apoftle had Jiioken of the 
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hclple(, !l:ate in which all finners are, and of the undertaking of 
Clirift for finn..:rs, he fays, "That the righteoufnefs of the 
law might be fuHilltd in us, who walk not after the flei11, but 
after the fpirit." Sanctiticatien is the ben<ling, biaffing, or 
difpofing the mind to chat holinefs which the law of God re­
quires; and, when this difpo/iticm of the mind is experienced, 
the perfon who experiences it, can fay, " I delight in the law 
of God, after the inward man." "0 how I love thy law." 
~, And h:s commandments are not grie,vous." This 1s a glo­
rious 11nd a happy fl:ate ! ,but it is the fiate of them on! y, who 
,are truly converted; becaufe all unconver-ted perfons Of pofe 
_and diflike the law of God, in one rcfpecl: or in another. 
" The carnal mind is ~nmity againfr God; for it is not fubj~a 
to the law of God, neilher indeed can be." Several of thde 
remarks may, perhaps, be a little more illuihated by anfwer-
jng our next query, whi_ch is • 

II. "When are we fanllified ?" To which it is eafy to 
11nfwer; in general, this fanB:ification is enjoyed and expe­
rie11ced whm a finner believes in the Lord Jefus Chrill:; add 
jc will be further explained a11d proved by the following par­
~iculars: 

1, Sanllification is the bletTcd privilege of all beLevers: 
;rnd believers, in general, are fpoken of and addrdled as 
f,rncl:ifieq perfons.-" But ye are familified.'· I Cor. vi. 11. 
~, Among all them which are fanBified." Acl:s xx. 32. 
xxvi. J8. In thef.: texts the chu, eh at Corinth is adJrdfed i 
:and ~elievers in general are fpokcn of as heing fancl:ified. 

2. Sanctification is, feveral times, claffed with other glo­
,:-ious ·privileges of believers, . which are enjoyed when they 
believe in Chri!t. Whence it is moll natural to fay that it is 
~njoyed, '!,Vhen they beiieve in Chrifi, as the refi are. " But 
year~ wa{}led ; _ but ye are fanc7ijied, but ye are jutlificd, &c." 
We grant, I fuppofe, without hclitation, that perfons are 
jufl:ified1 and wa!hed, when they believe: well, t 1q are 
fanllified at ihe fame time. It is then thq receive the huly 
BIAS of mind, which we call fancl:ification. 

3. S;inllification, as other glorious gofpel bleffings are, is 
exprcJsl y faid to be hy faith, as Acts xxvi. 18.-'' That thq 
may receive forg.ivenefs of fin-, and inhe,ritance amu11g c . .;:n 
which .:.re fanEl:ified by faith that is in me." \Vhence, thm::­
fore, as faith is the hand which receives it, or the ·1.eans by 
which it is enjoyed, we conclude it is enjoyed when ,1 m ,.,_ 
believes in Jtfu~. 

4. \Ve add only this obfl·rvation more, that in a c'-:•~c-': 
ihi:n: are general! y believers ai:d cbrifti:rns, older and yuu11._, _ 
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i:1 grace as little children, yourig men, and fathers; and as 
all are add1elled in the fame manner, they arc, as bdievers, all 
partakers uf the fame fpir:tual t.knings, whether they have 
lieen believers fome ye;,r~, fome days,. or fome hours only. 
That the Apoilles d0· thus ad<lr.fs ·the chu c-hes of God is 
-pbn frum fm:c pa/lag.·s quoted alreJclt, a11d others which 
niav be added, as I Cor. vi. II. I Pet. 1. 2, 2 TheJI: ii 13. 
ln ~vh 1c 1 places, with others, all claffcs of chriflians a,e ad­
dreffed as fanffijiet/. To which it may be proper to fubjoin, 
that, w ,ere b.:li. vers ,are cJlled faints, as· the faints at.Co. 
rinth, t1e :aints at Ephdus, the faints at Culuffe, &c &c. 
it IS the fame as !°.lying they arefanclified; for in New Te{1a­
meot languagc, a Lm3ificd pe1 fan is a faiur, and a faint is ~ 
perfon fandifi.:d. Protced now to the • 

Illd ~eili.on, viz. Are we, when fanclified, perfeEI; 
that is, are we free from inbred corruption? This is a very 
important pa1·t ofour worl<:, and dema,,ds particular attention. 
'This qudtion may, with peric8 fafc;ty, be anf wered in the 
negative. Perfons are mit free from inbred corruption whin 
they -are fan:5lificd. It is above proved that perfons are fanc. 
trfi~d whm th~y believe in }<'fus, and from that time: that 
this is th!: cafe with all believers; if, therefore, they be free 
from the inbred corruption when fanclified, and if they are 
fancl:ified from their becoming believers, then they are.free from 
inbred corruption from their believing· in Cbrifl; and if all 
believers in Chrifi be fancl:ified from their becoming believers, 
then all believers are free from inbred corruption; fo that 
there is not a believer in Chrifl: in the world, and there ncver 
was one, wbo is not free from inbred corruption. This ge­
neral anfwer may be illufrr.ited, and th~ truth of it' proved 
from the following particular confiderations. • 

1. This inbred corruption is tl;;it wh'ich is bred in. the cofl. 

fiitution of the human frame. 'f his fterr,s evident from the 
very name which it bears, inbred corruption. This fignifica. 
tion of it, of it's ·exiftence, and of iL1 s b::ginning to' exift, feems 
confa,w1t with feveral ti,i:ts of Sc; ipture, as Job xix. 4. 
"Wh0 can- b:-ing a clean Lhing out of an unclean? Not one_!• 
Pfal. Ii. 5. "Behold I was ilia pen in iniquity, and in fin did 
my mothe~ conc~ive me," Gen. v. 3. "And Adam beiat a 
fon in his own likends, ;ifcer his image." Many fuitable re. 
marks might be madt: frJ n thefo texts, hut one muft fuffice. 
We can Len,> neceffity for Mofes to infor,n us that Adam's 
fon was like his father, in the number and fhape of his limbs 
and his body. The allowed maxim teaches us this," Like 
will produce it's like," which is confirmed by confl:ant obfer~ 
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v:ition. nut when Adam was madc-, he was made upright 
:ind perfect.I y pun:; i11 whfch itate he was n0t when he begat 
Lot.-He- w,1s then degenerated. The forbidden fruit had 
mortally wuunded an<l pllifoned his confl:itution, and all the 
parts of his animal foul, and of his body, were aff"cled witlt 
i1.1bred corruption ; and his fin had defiled his intellecl1tal 
powe1s. Now, it fc:cms, the Holy Ghofr faw it neceffary to 
inform us that Adam begat a fon, like the father, affected 
with inbred corruption. This might have prevented that 
error which has fometimes been broached and propagated in. 
the wurld, '' Adam's poll:erity were as pure as Adam was, 
when he came out of the hands of his Maker, and that infants 
are in no wife difordered or irregular till they be depraved by 
example." 

2. The Apoille, I Thef v. 23. feems to fpeak of man a 
confiituted of three difri116l: parts, body, foul, and fpirit. 
That is,, perhaps, the immortal fpirit, the animal foul, am) 
thefleTh and bor1es, which we call body. The body, and the 
animal foul, are both by natural generation, nearly or altog~ 
ther the fame in the human fpeCiCS as in other animals, for 
both man and other animals receive their exifl:ence and their 
animal iife from or-by their parents; but this does not feem to 
be ·the cafe with the tinefl: precious part of man, which we caU 
intellecl:ual, -and which never dies. Hence, the holy writc1~ 
as if they intend to regulate us in this great affair, fpeak thu~ 
'' We have had fathers of our jlejh," and of God, "the father 
of our fpiriJs." " The father of the fpirits of all ffeili." 
"The fpirit returneth to God who gave it." "And the 
fouls which /have 71!0de;' H~b. xii. 9. -Num. xvi. 22. xxvii. 
16. Eccl. x. 7. lfa. lvii. 16. 

3. Now, then, it is evident, that thi~ corruption is orig;i­
nallr bred in the body, an<l in .the animal foul; that it is derivc.-d 
from our parents in our generation; that it is necelTary in 
infants when they are born into the world ; and that with 
regard to its nature, tendeney, and effect, _it is of the earth, 
earthly; carnal, fenfual, or devililh. It's tendency and influ­
ence is to lead to fin, to oppofe holinefa, and the law and will 

'' -of God. The infpired account of it's te11dency is, "I find 
then a ltrw, that, when 1 would do good, evil .is prefent with 
me.-1-find ano,her law in my members, warring againfl: the· 
law of my mind, 'and bring;ing me into captivity, to the l::tw of 

- fin which is in my members," Rom. vii. 21, 22.-" Abfl:ain 
•• from flelhly lufl:s, which war againll: the foul," 1 Pet. ii. 16. 
-Th~, is it's nature and tenJency always, for it never changes. 
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" The carnal mind is enmity againfi God; for it is not fub­
jecl: to the law of God, neither inderd can be." In infants1 
it is very apparent; it naturally iuclines them to fi11: to clif­
obey both their parents and their Creator; in mankind in 
common it is their principal didator; in the . .children of God, 
who ate truly converted to him, it is a plague and an entm y,• 
fo that they tannot do fo regularly; and perpetually, and 
perfectly the things that they would do. Gal. v. 16, 17. 

4. But, it is very necdfary to add in the next place, none 
mufi imagine, that this inbred corruption expofes infants to 
everlafiing mifery. God fo1hid ! The Scripture never 
teaches, nbr even intimates or inlinuatcs any thing like it,. 
but rather the contrary; " for of fuch is the kingdom of Hea .. 
ven.;' Matt. tix. 14. If my fuare of room in the Maga­
zine would allow it, it might be proper to enlarge on thi&" 
fubjelt; but a few words only can be allowed. To fuppofe 
that infants are e_xpofe~ t~ everlafiini m_iferyi becaufe they are 
born, affe8ed with this rnbred corrupt100, 1s not only Jcrip­
turelefa, but it oppofes every conceivable po1lible at:ribute of 
the ever· gricious Jehovah! Not only mercy7 grace, corn .. 
paffion, goodnefs, and love; but holinefs, truth; and jufiice too, 
Is it fuppofable that God can be either holy or juft, if he were 
to punilh thefe dear creatures for ever aud ever; for a cir..: 
cumfiance connecl:ed with their exifience, and, in regard to· 
lhem, neceffarily and unavoidably connecl:ed with their exift .. 
ence ? It was not in their power to prevent it. It is not in 
their power to amend it or to alter it any way; at leaft tiU 
they arrive at a· fiate of rationality. If, therefore, they die 
before they arrive at that :fi:ate, they could' not pojfi/J/y either 
prevent or amend their fiate; and if they die; and go to ever.: 
lafiing mifery in that fi:age of their bein.g, then they could not 
pefjibly either prevent or avoid that everlafi:ing mifery ! If 
the dear creatures had lived to read and und'e.rfi:and the Bible; 
they might have underfiood fomething of graee, mercy; con­
verfion, falvation, fancl:ification, &c. but now they cannot. 
The blefi'cd Jefus folemnly declares, " Except a man be born 
again he cannot fee the kingdom of God.'1 But glory be ta 
his name for it) he does not fay except an infant be born again. 
he cannot fee the kingdom of God. It would be end;efs t• 
proceed on this fubjec}, and I recollecl: tnyfelf, I am writir.g 
for a " General Baplijl Magazine." You, Mr. Editor, and 
your friends and readers have no forms for infant baptitin, 
you therefore have nothing to do with the regeneration of in_, 
fanti i no more ha Ye I. l fuppofe the doctrine of infant 
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tegeneratio)l is co-exi flent with the doctrine of infant baptifm. 
They are both ahfolutely witho_ut Scripture, and,. according 
to my judgn1ent, they are b0th repugnant to common fc:nf~. 

5. Neither let any one imagine, that this inbred c~rrup­
tion will preve_nt any co,nve-rted perfon from going to Heaven1 
or expofe '1jm to everlafiing mi(ery, though he be not perfeltly 
free fr.)111 it b.cforehe die; if he be. fancl:ified, as all believers 
are, he is dffpofed an9 fitted for Heaven, as to his fiace .. 
His foul is difpofed and li.tted for heaven by fancl:ification : 
his heart is purified by faith, ;111d the fprinkling of the blood 
of Jefus Chrifi. This foul is that part of him which goes to 
Heaven when he dies. And pray what can _there be to hin­
der fuch a foul from going to He.aven? This perfon is ac­
cepted in the Beloved ; he is complete in him ; his fins are 
pardoned for his name's fake: •tf is reconciled to God, and 
at peace with Qod: he is walhed, fa,ncl:ified, and jufiified i~ 
the name of the Lord J;~fus, and by the Spirit of our God; 
the Spirit of God is gi.ven to him for a vafi variety of divi:1e 
and gra~ious purpofes: C_hri-fi is in him the hope of glory , he 
lives by the faith i;,f the .Soi:i of Go_d; and be is at bfi conque­
ror and more than conqueror through him that l9ved him~ 
He !hall_ certainly arrive at the Kingdom of Glqry, and take 
his delightful place a,mong the fpirils of the juft mtn made per. 
feel! And this he lhaU do though he is not, before he di.:s_, 
roade perfe8Jy free from inbred corruption. 

6. That bel~evers are not made free from inbred corruption 
before they die~ is plain from the whole New Tellament, 
efpecially the Epifl:les to the churches of Chrifl. In Rom. vii. 
11, 23, 24. Paul complains of it and groans under it, which 
fuews he is not then made free from it. Rom. viii. 1-13. 

Paul warns and exl,10rts the faints to oppofe it, and not to 
follow its diclates; fole:nnly affi1:ming them, that if they live 
after it they mufl die: bu.t that if they, through the Spirit, 
mortify the deeds of it, they lhall live; which !hews they were 
not free from it. See the like exhortat-i'ons, with the Lime view, 
from the fame caufe, and as proof the fam_e thing, Eph. iv. 2:2. 
Col. iii. 5. Gal. v. 16. with others of the fame import. 

All thefe exhortations apply to all _the chil_dren of God, and 
it will be their duty to attend to them throughout their whole 
life: but furely it would not be their duty if they were 
made. perfectly free from i11bred corrup.tions. If this were 
their fiate, would they not be the f1me as Jdam in his origi11:il 
!late of holinefs? But, had Adam any occafiou for Cuch a 
con{l-ant warfare? Had he fuch oppofitions? Certain! y not. 
Nor would any one hav~ it, if free from innate d,·pravicv. 
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But, as none is thus free, it will be thc'duty of every Chrifiian, 
t-0 the end of his life, to mortify through the Spirit the deeds of 
the body; and to abfiain from fldhly hlll:s, which war againil 
the foul. 

7. It will, no doubt, be exr,eaed that we fay when this 
important circ4mfiance and flate will commence, and be ex­
perienced; that is this freedom from inbred corruption. To 
which, I fay, in the general, it will be, in refpecl: to all 
God's dear children, at the refurrellion. 

If it's feat be in the body and in the natural coufiitution, 
as it evidently is, then, fo far as we can fee, we may fafdy 
fay, that it not only will not, but that it cannot be removed 
without an entire renovation of the body; and either an entire 
renovation or an entire annihilation of the animal foul. It 
feems to me that inbred corruption in man is in the ftate, fo far 
as the comparifon will hold, :is the leprofy in the houfe, Lev. 
xiv. I 5. " And he {hall break down the houfe, the fl-ones of it,. 
and the timber of it, and all the mortar of the houfe; and he 
fuall carry them forth out of the city into an unclean 
place." So I underfiand muft the whole fabric of the natural 
and animal confiitution be, before it be free from inbred 
corruption. , 

I know it has been fuppofed to take place at the article, or 
in the moment of death; and I know that the infinite Being 
is poffeffed ofwifdom and power infinitely beyond the reach of 
my feeble capacity: what miracle he can work, or will work 
in death, in this refpecl:, 1 will not pretend to fay, but l am 
perfuaded there is no foundation to expecl: this miracle from any 
part of the Bible. 1 fuppofe the whole nature of Enoch and 
Elijah paired fome fuch change as will take place at the refur­
re.c1:ion of the jull:: but thfy were going to Heaven immedi. 
ately, and they did not die. So the faints of God, which thall 
be alive at the refurreclion, fball be changed in a moment; no 
doubt in the fame manner, and the very fame change as Enoch 
and .Elijah experienced; but then they are immediately going 
to Heavtn, as thefe two favoured faints were. 

The Book of lnfpiration is certain, an<l from it we learn, 
that Chrifi ihall change the bodies of the faints, that they may 
be failiioned like unto his own glorious body, Phil. iii. 21. 
1 Cor. xv. S2-47. Then the faints of God thall be 
perfell:ly free from inbred corruption; but there. is .no part 
of fcripture which I n:collecl:, that teaches us it wi\l before 
that period. 

Mucb more lhould have been faid, but my paper is done. 
lf this will do any good ~ any cme of God's. dear chil.-­
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il1ren, or if it provoke any one, better qualified, to do 
better, let God have the glory, to whom it belongs for ever 
and evu. Amen, 

Ft!,: r, 1800. 

ON THE GOOD USE OF TIME. 

" BETWIXT the more fl:ated employments, and more 
important occurrences of human life, there ufuall y happen to 
be interpofed certain intervals of time, which, though they are 
wont to be neglecl-ed, as being lingly, or within the compals 
of one day, inconliderable, yet in a man's whole life they may 
amount to no ·contemptible portion of it. Now thefe uncer­
tain parenthefos, if I may fo call them, or interludes, that 
happen to come between the more folemn palfages, whether 
bulinefses or recreations, of human life, are wont to be loll: by 
moll: men for want of a value for them, and even by good 
men, for want of ikill to preferve them. But as, though 
grains of fand and allies be a part but of a defpi.cable fmall­
nefs, and very eafy and liable to be fcattered 11nd blown away, 
yet the fkilful artificer, bf a vehement fi1 e, brings numbers 
of tbefe to afford him that noble fubfiil:ence, glafs; by whofe 
help we may botl:i fee ourfelves and our blemilhes lively 
reprefcnted, as in Looking-gla.lfes; and difcern celefl:ial objecl:s 
as with Te!efcopes, and with the fun-beams, kindle difpofed 
materials as with Burning-gla.lfes; Co when t!-iefe li:tle frag­
ments, or parcels of time, which, if not carefully looked to, 
would be diffipated and Jo(!:, come to be managed by a. 
fkilful chrifiiau, and to be improved by the celefual fire of 
devotion, they lllay be fo ordered as to afford us both look­
ing-glalfes to drefs our fouls by, and perfpecl:ives to difcover 
heavenly wonders and incentives, to enllame our hearts with 
charity and zeal. And lince goldfmiths and refiners are 
wont, all the year long, carefully to fave the very fweepings 

•flf their fuops, becaufe they may contain in them Come filings 
or duft of thofe richer metals, gold and filver; I fee not why a 
chriflian may not be as careful not to lofe dle fragments and 
letfer intervals of a thing incomparably more precious than 
any metal, TIME; efpecially when the improvement of them 
may not only redeem fo many portions of our life, but tum 
them to pious ufes, and particularly to the great advantage 
of devotion." 

Ho11ourahle Roher/ Boyle. 

Happy will it be for our readers, if they confi;ien .. 
<l!Jdy attend to the duty recomm~ndcd b} this great and 
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good man; and to the direltion of one, who, by the fpirit 
of infpir~tion, calls us to" redeem the time1 becaufe the claJi 
arc evil.'' Ephcf. v. 16. Col. iv. 5. • 

ANECDOTE ON CYDER. 

"CYDER is a native liquor of fome parts of this •king .. 
dom, made of apples. It agrees almofi with every confiitu,.. 
tion, ;md at all times, when ufed with moderation ; bui: when 
drunk to excefs, it will caufe a yery troublefome and clan,. 
gerous drunkennefs, particularly in thofe who cannot caftly 
dige/1: it; it will greatly diforder the brain and neryes; dif'rurQ 
the animal lpirits, and bring on ficknefs and vomiting; n-any 
of thefe dfeds have been afcribed to the leaden vdlels ufed in 
the making of it. For weaker fiomachs cyder is very agree~ 
ably corretled with a little brandy. Some haye accufed thi~ 
liquor of occa:fioning the leprofy, but obfcrvation does no~ 
confirm the accufation; and it is generally efleemed goop for 
fcorbutic and melancholy people. It is well "nown from 
experience, that mofl: of thofe who Ii ve in cyder·countries, and 
drink nothing but cyder, are firong, hail, and look well: 
Lor.-! Bacon gives on account of eight ptople, fome of which 
were near a hundred years old, and others above a ·hundred, 
who all their life-time had drunk nothing but this liquor, and 
were fo {hong at that age, that they hopped and danced about 
like young people." . 

Dr. De Palangin &n J)iet, p. 13-1. 

HINTS RESPECTING THE BAPTISTS. 

"THE Baptifl:s formed a church at Bofi:on1 in Ne'f 
England, May 28, 1665, befides one which they had befor~ 
at Swanzey." 

Mother's Hijl. of New Englatid, h. vii. p. z7. 

Extralt of a letter from Mr. Abel Morgan, Pafl:or of a 
Baptifl: Church at 1-'hiladelphia, giving an account of the 
fi:ate and number of the baptized Churches i.n the proviuce 
of Pennfylvan1a, Aug. 12, 1714. " • 

,. WE are now nine churd:es, having for the better affifi­
ing one the _other, four general i:neetin&s, The fir!!: at Welfo 

".[raff, 
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f'raEI, where .all the Penfylvania churches rcfort to in May. 
The fecond is at Cohanfy, for conveniency of thofo parts, 
where Philadelphia afJiits. The third is at Middleton, whtre 
?lfo Philadelphia aJJifts. The fourth is at PhiJadelph,a, in the 
month of September, where all do refort, and where moll: of 
the public matters are -fettled to be decided by meifengers from 
every particular church. In thefe churches there: are above 
five hundred members, but greatly fcatterccl on this main land; 
our minifiers are nectilitateo to labour with both hands. We 
hope, if it pleafe God to fupply us with more help, we ilia!: 
be more churches in a httle time, Mo_fi churches adrninifrer 
the· facrarnent once a month; the minil1ers are all found in 
the faith, and we practile moil: things like -the Briti!h 
fi:hurches," •""' 

In Crofly, v. 1, p. 123. 

"Annp 1615. The ·more moderate or orthodox Baptiils 
publithed a linall • treatife, wherein they endeavoured to 
jufl-ify their feparation from th~ churc? of Englan?, and ~o 
pro_ve, that every man has a right to Judge for h1mfelf m 
matters of religion; and that to,perfrcute any on that account, 
is illegal and antichrifrian, c0ntrary to the laws of God, as 
well as to feveral declarations of the king's majell:y. • They 
alfo alfert their opinion concerning Baptifm, and thew the 
invalidity of that Baptifm which was adminifb-ed either in the 
dlabli!hed church, or among the other Diffenters, and clear 
themfelves of feveral errors unjultly cafl: upon them. It ap­
pears to be -written, or at leafl: approved of, by the whole 
body of Baptiils who then remained in Eng.land; becaufe at 
the end of the preface they fubfcribe themfdves Chrill:'s un­
worthy minifl:ers, and his majefl:y's faithful fu'bjetts, com­
monly, but rnoR: fallly called A11abapti.fts. 

" .From hence therefore we may know what was in general 
the opinions of that denomination, frum themfelves; which is 
certainly the fairefl: Way of judging. 

·' They ac:rnowledge mag'iflrncy to be God's ordinance; 
~nc{ that kings, and fuch as are in -authority, ought to be 
obeyed in all civil matters, nnt only for fear, bnt a!/o for con-

Jcience fake. · . • 
'' They allow of the taking of an oath'·'to be lawful; and 

declare, that all of their prufe/Iion were willing, in faithful­
ucfs and truth, to fubkribe the oath ot allegiance. 

" They protefi- againfl: the dottrine of the Papifl:s, that 
princes excommunicated by the Pope may be depofetl, or mur­
dered by their fobje&; calling it a damnable and accurfrd 

doctrine 
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docl:rine, which their fouls abhor ; and alfo againfl: the error 
of the Familiils, who to avoid perfecution, can comply with 
&,1y external form of religion. 

" They confels that Chrifl: took his flelh of the virgin 
:rviary ; and for their orthodoxy in thefe and other points, 
refer the reader to their confcffion of faith, publifucd four years 
b<:fore this, whi :h mull: be in the year 161 I. 

" They acknowledged, that many called Anabaptijls, held 
feveral firange opinions contrary to them ; but lament it, and 
clear themfelves from dcferving any ccnfure upon that ac­
count, by ihewing that it was fo in the primitive church, and 
yet Chrifi did not condemn all for the errors of Come. 

" But that which they chief! y inveigh againft, is the pride, 
luxury, and oppreffion of the lord hijhops, or pretended fpiritual 
power, whereby th~y were expofed to great hardthips and 
cruel perfecutions. , . 

"In their pref.ice, having mentioned that text, tht kings of 
tbaarth foal! t,i'Ue their power zmlo the beafl; 'If it be granted, 
fay they, that the kings of this nation formerly havi; given 
their power tc:i the Romijh btajt, it fuall evidently appear, that 
our lord the king, and all magifirates under him, do give their 
power unto the fame pj!aft, though the beafi be in another 
1hape.'-And prefently after; ' Our moft humble defire of 
our lord the kipg is, that he would not give his power to 
force his faithful fubjecls to diffemble, to beliC:ve as he believes, 
in the leaft meafure of rierfecution ; though it is no fmall per­
fecution to lie ·ma11y y~ars in filthy prifons, in hunger, cold, 
idlenefs, divided from wife, family, calling, left in continual. 
miferies and temptations, fo as death would be to many lefs 
perfecution.' 

" Again, (hewing how near the prelatical power and ufur­
pation came to the bloody fpiritual power of the Roman Ca­
tholicks, they fay: ~• How many, only for feeking reforma­
tion in religio11, have been put to death by your power in the 
days of queen Eli-iabeth? and how many, both then and 
fince, have been confumed to death in prifons? yea, fince that 
fpiritual power bath been fet up, hath not hanging, burning, 
exile, imprifonments, and all mann~r of contempt been ufcd, 
and all for religion, although fome for grievous errors, and yet 
you fee not this to be a bloody religion (• 

" Let, fay they in. another place, Mr. Fox, or any others 
who have defcribed the fpiritual power of Rome~ let but their 
ckfcription thereof be compared with the fpiritual power, in 
all their laws, courts, titles, pomp, pride, and cruelty, and 
yp.u ihall fee them very little diifer, e~cept in thcir cruelties, 

whiclt 
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which, glory be to God, the king's ma jelly, who thidleth not 
after blood, hath fomewhat re!lrained. Although it is moll 
grievous cruelty to lie divers years in moll noifome and hlthy 
prifons, and continual temptations of want, their efl:ates over­
thrown, and nevcr coming out,' many of t!-iem till death ; let 
it be well weighed, and it is little inferior to the cruel {widen 
death in times of the Romilh power in this nation.' 

" But after all this, they conclude with an hearty prayer for 
their enemies, ' That the Lord would give them repentance, 
that their ftns may not be laid to their charge, even for 
Chrill's fake.' • 

" N otwithllanding this, tbeir fulferings were rather en-­
creafed than leficned: they were not on! y railed again!l in the 
pulpits under the names of Hereticks, Scnifmaticks, and Ana­
baptifis, and harraffed in the fpiritual courts; but the temporal 
fword was ufed againfl: them; their goods feized, their perfons 
confined for many years in fl:inking gaols, where they were 
deprived of their wives, childre~ and friends, till the Divine 
Majefiy was pleafed to releafe feveral of the,n by death. 

" In the year 1618, there came forth a book, vindicating 
the principles of the Baptifl:s •. This was tranflated from th: 
Dutch, and is thought to be- the firil that was publilh-:d in 
Englilh againft the baptizing o( infants. The argument of 
this book is laid down in the following eigbt propolitions: 

' 1. That Chrift commanded his apoitles, and the lervants of 
the Holy Ghof1, firft of all to preach the gofpel, and make 
difciples, and afterwards to baptize thofe that were infl:ruaed 
in the faith, in callinJ upon and confe1iing the name of 
God. 

' 2. That the apo{Ues and frrvants of the Holy Gholl: haw·, 
according to the commandment of the Lord Jefus Chrifl-, firJt 
of all taught, and then afterwards thofe that were inllruded in 
the rnyf1eries of the kingdom of God were baptized, upon tit• 
tonfeJfing of their faith. 

' 3. That after the apoll:le's time, by the antient fathers in 
the primitive church, who obferved and follow~d the ordinance 
ofChrilt, and the example of the apoilles, the people wer~ _ 
commonly infl:rud(;d in t;1e rnyHeries of faith; and after th. t 
they were t;i.u6ht, they were baptized upon coufdiion of LI o 
.fame. 

'4. That by the antient fathers. in the p~imitive churcli, 
the chiicren both of the faithful anp others, were cornrr.only 
firfl iiiflru8ed in the faith, and afcerw,:irds upon ac.;.mrn­
lcdging .,nd confeffi .g of the fame, t 1ey were bar,tized. 

' 5. That 
"' A pl.iin and well-1roundcd trc:acifc ,or;ic:.c:rning baptir111. 
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' 5. That according to the inflitution of the L~rd Chrilt-; 
and the apofHes and antient fathers right uCe, the teachers re­
quired fait'1 with baptifm, and that he that was baptized muil: 
hirnfelf acknowledge and confefs the fame, and call upon the 
name of the Lo1d. • 

' 6. That Ch:-ift neither gave commandment for baptizing 
of children, ·nor infl:ituted the fame; aud that the apofilei 
never bapti zed anv infants. 

'7. That the b~ptif.n of infants and focldings is a ceremony 
and ordinance_ of man, brought i-nto the church by teachers 
after the apofl:le's time, and infiituted and commanded b-y 
-CGUncil~, popes, and emperors. 

' 8. That young cl)ildn:n or infants ought not to be bap­
tized; and that none ought to be brought~ driven, or com-
pelled thereunto.' - • 

" All which the author endeavours to prove, either from 
feveral pa{fages of fcripture, er large quotations out of the 
fathers. • 

" I do not find that this book received any anfwei- till about 
thirty years after. Then Mr. Thomas Cobbet, of New 
England, publilbed < A vindication of childrens church-mem­
beriliip, and right to baptifm.' 

" I do fuppofe the book was concealed as much as poffible, 
till the civil wars produced liberty of confcience; which occa~ 
ficmed it t,1 go fo loug unanfwered. • _ 

" Thofe who dilfented from the eil:abli(hed church at this 
time, were profecuted by the laws made in this and the 
former reign againO: them ; and thofe deemed Anabaptilb 
pad of all others the leafl: favour fhewn them, fines and im­
prifonmeuts being ufually _their lot" 

Crofby, v. i, p. n+ 

IMPOSTORS AMONG THE JE·WS: 

"BECAUSE we defign to w1ire the hi!l:ory of all thefo 
impofiors in the times in which they appeared, we lhall only 
obferve, that before Jefus Chrifl: came into the world, we hear 
of none who affumed to himfdf the title and authority of-the 
Mej]iah; but fince his n ,anifefl-ation in the fle(h, many attempts 
have been made that way, on purpofe to feduce the·people. 
D-id therefore Jefus Chrift infpire any of thefe impofiors with 
fuch a firong <lelire to be wodhipped? No; but the crofs and 
Cuff .:rings of this Son of God had been rather a reafon to deter 

men 
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11cn from it, than to tempt the:n to it. No man would be 
adored after his death, u;Jon th; condition that he fhould !-le 
tniferablc and crucified whilft he was ,dive, It was percci ved 
t ,at the times faretold hy the prophets began to be fulfi:'~d 
w'1en"J efus Chrifl appeared. Irnpoll:ors who were afraid of 
being co:1vicbd of a fraLld by fo plain a circu,nfiance, cbrff: 
not, till that time, attempt any thing. \Vhereas when tbe 
f:epte_r was departed from Judah, a11d the feventy weeks of 
Daniel were accomplifhed, it w.1s believed that they were at 
liberty ·to venture at all. On the one fide, the people, who 
impatiently looked fo( their Mej]iah, a_nd W;!re grieved to f.c 
the tirnes denoted by the prophets running out, were the more 
ready to be deluded: and o(l the other, it was not fo eafy for 
them to convict thofe of ii cheat, who appeared when th::y 
were already tired out witb expecl:ing the Deliverer. In 3' 
word, the Jews being forced to confound their qlculations, 
and to invent feveral J·eafo:1s for the delay of tlie ,\lle[/i,ib's 
coming, thofe that took that title upon them could nJt be c0:i .. 
vit1:ed of coming too foon; and they thereby faw themfdves 
rid of one circumll:ance v,hich was not in their power, but 
which alone would have been fufficient to have dete:!led th:: 
irnpoll:ure. And therefore Cever,d have appeared, and not one 
of them, but they have had fome difciples: and likewifo th~re 
has not been any f:::61: of them but"what became extincl: al11wft 
as foon as· they appeared. For " if that counfel, or that 
work had been of God, it had not bec:n overchrown; but 
becaufe (t was of men it came to n'.)ught," as_ Gamaliel, one of 
th~ chiefs of the Sanhedrim, had f,r-::t0ld •. Jefus, who was 
at' God and w·as God, is flill _adored ,throu6hout the wo, Id, 
whil!l: all thofo who have taken upon them the title of 111c/Ji1<h 
afce?· him, have perilbed, and are bec6111e the. objects of de 
abhorrence and contempt of thofe whom they had deceived.'' 

Bafnage Hi.JI. oflhe Jews, p. 381. 

PH(LOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS, 
O F F L I E S, 

DI A LO G U E VIII. 

The Collnt a~d countcfs, the prio~, and the chevalier. 

tountifs. PRAY, gentlemen, before we h;gin, let us know 
fi ,w rich we are, and w!-iat each n"t..::mber contribuLes towards 
t:iis day's entc-rtainment. ' 

V1o1t. UL M Co1ml, 

• Ach v . .ss, 39. 
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Count. I propofe to produce a Ry and a gnat. 
Prior. And I a grillo-talpa and an ant. 
Chev And I the formicaleo, an. inveterate enemy to the 

whole race of ants. 
Co,mtefs. Since here are materials enough for one day'&; 

conference, I'll referve my little il:ock for another opportunity, 
roor folks, you know ought to be good reconomifis. 

Count. Well then, we'll begin with the common Ry, 
There is fcarce any fpecies of this infecl:, how weak and, 

defpicable foever it may feem at firfi view, but what is 
poifdfed of five or fix natural endowments, which are of fin .. 
gular fervice upon all occali9ns: for infiance, it has ltwo fine 
eyes, two horns and a trunk in it's head, a pair of wings on 
it's back, fcveral little claws and fpunges upon it's feet, and a 
piercer in it's tail. • 

The eyes of this little animal, like thofe of beetles and 
dragon-flies, are of a particular fl:rucl:ure. They confifi of 
two little half moons, or immoveable pads, planted ail round 
the head of the infect, and compofed of an infinite number of 
little eyes, or minute chryfialline humours, ranged in. crofs, 
lines, like lentils, much after the fame manner of a piece of 
lattice-work*. Under thefe the very fame number of fibres,: 
or optic. nerves, are to be difcerned, as there are facets or 
planes without: and Come curious naturalifts aver, that they 
have counted feveral thoufands on each fide t· But be that 
as it will, it is certain, that all thofe facets, or fmall partitions, 
are fo many little eyes, whereon external objects are painted a~ 
orffo many_t mirrors. Ther~ ~e may plainly pe_rceive the 
form of a lighted taper, mult1pl1ed almofi to mfimty; there 
we my difcern it dart upwards and downwards into each eye, 
according to the motion it rec.eives from the hand of the 
obferver. 

Chev. To what purpofe has nature bellowed on them this; 
profution of eyes r • all other creatures, for the generality, are 
perfecl:ly fatidied with two. • 

Count. The eyes of other animals are multiplied, if I may 
be indulged the exprdiion, by their various calls or glances, 
01i d1ffen:nt objec.1s; but the eyes ·of a Ry are immoveable; 
and can only difcern thofe things which lie clirecl:ly before 
the,n. For which reafon, they ar.e ,multiplied in the manner 

before 

• Leeuwenhoeck, Arcan, Nat. Tom. 3, Ep. 111. Nieuwcntit 
ExifL liv. 2. c. 7. 

t Eight tho1.1r2nd at leafl:, according to L1cuwcnhocck'£ Es;• 
periment, and Contemp, .Ep, 83. + Lccuwcnhoeck, ibid, 
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before-mentioned, and ranged fome higher, and fome lower, 
011 an orbicular furface, to give the fly timely notice of every 
thing wh~rein her interefis is concerned. She has many 
enemies; but by the affifrance of thofe eyes, fo planted all 
over her head, lhe can fee at once whei1 any dangtr attends 
her before or behind, on one lide or. the other; and the fame 
objecl: is difcerned as difiinclly by that multiplicity of eyes, as 
it would be by any other creature with only two. 

The wings indeed, which tranfport this infect from one 
place to another, and the claws, which fix her in fuch a fitua­
tion as is moft agreeable to her, are no other convenienc1es 
than what are b;fiowed in common on moll- other flying 
infects: lhe has one advantage, however. above mofi other 
minute animals, and that- is a packet of fponge placed below, 
at the juncl:ure of her claws. \1/hen this little creature walks 
upon any polilhed body, wherein there is no poffibility of 
faftning her claws, 1he treads upon her fpunge; and from 
thence expreffes a kind of glew, which, though tenacious 
enough to keep her from falling, does not retard her intended 
progrefs. Befides thefe fponges, her legs are invefl:e<l wit,h 
air, which {he makes ufe of infiead of a brulh, for the cleaning 
of her. wings~ , 

Chev. I have been feveral times highly delighted with her 
performance ofthis particular exer.cife. In the firit place, fue 
cleans her brufues; then lhe rubs one paw againfi the other; 
and after that, draws both of them fidl: over, and then under 
her wings. The lafi: ufe lhe puts her brufhes to, is the clean­
ing of her head. But I cannot conceive why {he lhould repeat 
this operation fo often. 

- Prior. She has a natural propenfity to cleanlinefs. Befides 
:!he is confcious, that unlefs lhe was very careful in this parti­
cular, not only the dull: and fmoke, to which lhe is frequently 
expofed, but the rains and dews which fometimes fall upon 
h~r,' would prove an incumbrance on her wings, and a fatigue 
to her whole body.-But I beg your lordfuip's pardon for this 
interruptiou. , 

Count. Her trunk con fills of two part~, one whereof folds 
over the other, and both are lheathed within her mouth. 

At the other extremity of her body the has an• auger, of 
above three twelfths of an inch in length, with which {he 
pierces through what lhe fees ~onyenient, and then theath~ it 
under her fcales. This implement is compofed in the firfl: 
place, of divers parts: as for i'nll:ance, of one or two faws, 

M 2 lharply 
* Leeuwenhoek's Arcan, N.:t. Tom, 3, Ep. 13G, and 'Fom 

I, .Ep. 64 
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fharpl y pointed and indented all along: fccondl y, of a l~ng 
ofe to enclofe them: thirdly, of fevcrJl !bong mufcles to 
dart them out, and divers fibres to retr,1cl: them as occafion 
:requires: and laftly, a bag of corrofive water, in order to eat 
into Leh hullow places as have been tirfr opened by the 
:faws. -

The fly makes ufe of this augef., to prepare a convenient 
lodg:ncnt for her eggs; and makes choice of fuch leaves as 
:are inoil b:l:eom, and juicy, and fuch as are not too falt; be­
c;iu!e the faline particles are rather apt to lace, ate the tender or­
gam of their young ones, than to nourilh and fupport them. From 
t ·,e1r eggs procctd fcveral little worms, which are afterwards 
transformed to nymphs, and then to flies. I ihall not here 
enlarge on the ill confequcnces-of their prodigious fecundity, 
but [hall content rnyfelf with barely obferving, that not the 
mouth of a lion, the jaws of a wolf, or all the horns and fangs 
of the wilddl--bea{h, in r,J,eir united fury, are halffo injuriuus 
t'.'l r:'ankind, as that little auger of a common fly, The caft: is 
quit~ ofrerwife 'Nith refped to Ichneumon flies, and fume 
others of a ddferer.t fpecies, which are rather of fervice th,111 
any ways pernicious. Mon of thefe infects fupport and fe~ 
cure themfelves in fome favourite plant; and it is to their na~ 
tural propen11ty to depofit their eggs in them, that we owe our 
invention, as well as the materials of the findl: colours, made 
ufe of in dying and painting, our deepefi bl.ick, our common 
ink, our fcarler, vermill,011, &c. 
- Countefs. It _is the general notion that our ink is made of 

vit• iol and gall-nuts, gathered from the oak; and that in the 
dying of fcarlet, the pnncipal ingredient is cochineal, which is 
~atbmg more than the grain of an Indian tree; fo that for my 
part, I cannot conce, ve how the· 'lchneurnan fly, or it's 
pierce·, can pcfiibly be of any fer vice in thefo ref peels. 

Count. lt is this. There is one particular (pccies of flies* 
that m~ke choice of the oak, before any other tree, to depofit 
thei; eggs in. With that implement, of which I have jufi: 
now given you a d~ription, they firH penetrate to the heart 
of a leaf, and often to the bud itfelf, whiHt it is tender, and 
then with their faw pierce through to the very R_ith, At the 
farne time fhe ilieds one drop of her corrofive water into this 
·cavity, and immediately depofits one or more of her eggs in 
it. T,h·~ heart of the bud being thus wounded, the circulatiou 
of the nutricious juice is intt:r rupted, and the fermentation 
the'reof, with the paifon ir.jected by the fly, burns the parts 
aujaccnt, and there alters the natural colollr of the plant, 

The 
* Malpighi de Gailis. 
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The juice or Cap, turned back from its natural courfe, extrava­
falcs and flows round the egg: after which it fwells and di­
lates by the affi!l:ance of fome bubbles of air, which get a<l­
miffion thr"ugh the pores of the bark, and which run in the 
vdfels with the fap. It's coat is dried by the external air, and 
grows hard, in a figure w,·.ich bears fome refemblaiu-e to the 
bow of an arch, or the roundnefs of a ker11el. This little 
ball rece;ves its nutriment, grow, !1, and vcgetati,m, as the 
other parts of the tree, by flow degrees, and i~ what we call the 
gaJl-nut. 

The worm that is hatched under this fp2cious vault, finds 
in the fubila11ce of the ball, which is as yet yery te:,der, a fuh­
fiffence fuitable to 'it's nature; it gnaws and digefts it till the 
time comes for i1s transformat19n to a nymph, and from that 
Hate of exifl:ence to a fly. After _which, perceiving ~felf 
du-ly provided with all things requif1te, it cift;ngages itf'.:lf foon 
from it's confinement, and rakes it's flight into 1he open air. 

The_truth of this account may with eaf.e be demonfirated. 
View but with attention thofe gall-nuts which grow in the 
beginning of the fummer, and you will in:imediately perceive 
that they have been pierced through ; becaufe the warmth of 
the feafon hJs advanced the egg, the nymph, and the fly. 
If in opening them you fhould happen _to meet with a young 
fpider, do not imagine it to be the product of a fly's egg; tor 
notwithHanding fhe abandons the gall-nut, yet the place is 
fiill lerviceable an fome other occafion: a fmall fpider, for the 
generality, Heals into the cavity, which is a commodious re­
treat, prepared for her without any trouble or fatigue. There 
ihe fpi~s Jrer thread, in proportion to the dimenlions of the 
lodge; and then enfnares all fuch diminutive infrcts·as pre-
fume to approach her new habitation. • 

The cafe, hdwever, is not the fame with refpecl: to .the 
gall-nut that grows in autumn .. The cold weather frequently 
comes on befo1e the worm is transformed into a Ry or before 
the fly can piercc,through it's indofure. The nut falls with 
the leaves; and although you may imagine "that the 11 y 
which. lies within is loit, yet in reality, it is not fo; on th~ 
contrary, her being- covered up fo clofe is the means of her 
prefervatiqn. Thus (he fpends her winter in a warm houfe, 
where every crack and cranny of the nut is well fl:opt up; 
and lies buried, as it were, under a heap of le,lves, which 
prefcrve her froni the injuries of the weather, This apartment, 
however, though fo <::ommodious a retreat in the winter, is a 
per feel:. prifon in the fpri r,g. The fly, rouzed out of her 
lethargy by the firfi heats, breaks her way through, and ranges 

where 
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where lhe pleafcs. A very frnall aperture is fufficient for her.; 
1ince at this time {he is but a diminutive creature herfelf: 
befidcs, the ringlets whereof her body is compofed, dilate, and 
become pliant in her paffage. 

Chev. From what your lor<llhip has alferted, I can plainly 
perceive the reafon why a worm is -often found under the hard 
ihell of a fmall nut, or a filberd. I am now fully convinced, 
that it proceeds from an egg which fome fly ha~ depolited there 
whilfl: the fruit was very tender; and we may always dilcern 
the punllure which the fly had made with her auger. 

Count. If this orifice fuould clofe, as it does in fruit, 
pe,i.Ce, and beans, the reafon is, becaufe the flow of the fap 
into the wound flops it up by degrees. There the worm, as 
foon as fue breaks through her inclofure, finds under the roof 
or vault of the kernel, or in the heart of the fruit, a r~treat,. 
where there is nothing to incommode her, and a Hock of pro­
-vi!ions, to which no rival wiJI ever contefl: her title. There 
:fhe works with her teeth and her feet, entirely at her eafe. 
There ilie lives in affiuence and good cafe, till finding her 
wings perfectly difengaged, the n2tural love, of liberty and 
divedion prompts her to break through h~r confinement, and 
f.llly out in quell: of new company and provifions: / 

Chev. You make a fmart perfonage of this little hermit. 
Countefs. By this explication of the origin of the,.gall-nut, 

your lotdfhip has cleared up a difficulty that very much em­
barraJied -die. I was at a lofs to know Vl'.hether the oak, 
which bears the acorn, did not produce another fruit of a quite 
different nature. I am now fatisfied, however, th;!t thefc gall-
11uts are cxcrefcences only, created by the pun~ure of an 
infect. 

Count. They are termed gall-nuts, without any ju(l 
grounds for that denominatiQif. It mufl: be acknowledged, 
indeed, that they have fomething which bears a near affinity to 
a kernel, and is gathered from a tree. They have only a 
falfc appearance, however, of a nut or fruit, and are,_ in 
fall-, neither the one nor the other. There is fcarce any plant 
to be named, but what is liable to the punctures of fome one 
in.fea or another, and that does not produce forne of thefe 
imaginary uuts of divers colours, and of different fizcs, 
Thoug;h there are fome trees whofe ·leaves abound with them ; 
yet they are difringuithed by no particular name, becaufe they 
arc appropriated to no manner of ufe: it is impoffible, however; 
that fuch as grow upon the plane-tree, the poplar, tl-:e willow, 
the box-tree, or on an ivy-buili, may be very beautiful with 

rcfpect' 
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refpea to their colour, were we inclined to gather them, and 
make the experiment. • 

Countefs. Will not the fame a/Tertion hold as good with 
refped to chochineal, as to thefe gall-nuts? 

Count. You have ll:arted a conjell:ure that deferves a 
ferious anfwer •. Some 1travellers tell us, that it is the grain 
of a tree; when at the fame time, it is nothing but an ex. 
cre{cencer Others, that cochineal is, properly [peaking, the 
du[~ that fal)s from a certain_ fr~ir, after it is grown to_maturity. 
Others agarn alfert,, that 1t 1s rather a worm that lies burted 
in the heart of fome little apples, which grow on the cochineal 
tree. Thefo ferious conje&res, however feemingly incon­
fifient with each other, may be reconcile-<! when we 
come to compare them with the truth. The cochineal tree is 
pierced by an infect tha.t depofits her eggs upon it; from 
whence arife feveral little tumours, which have been looked 
upon, though without any ju~ reafon, for aclual fruit. 
There we find a red powder, which proceeds from what the 
worm hath both gnawed and digefl:ed. Ther~we find the 
worm itfelf, if we are but curious enough to w.1tch the time 
when it pierces through the fuiface of fuch efcrefcence t­
The true vermillion, the befl: black; the kermes, and feveral 
other colours or drugs, have no other original than the punc­
ture of different Ries. They are to be met with, in lhon, co 
all our own plants ; and it is not improbable, but we fend tc> 
the Indies for feveral commodities, of which we have a fuffi­
cient quantity here at home. 

Chev. We are charmed, my lord, with your Rier. Are 
your gnats, Iikewife, as curious in their kind l , 

Count. Though they are not, in all probability, fuch 
ufeful infe8s; vet their transformations are much more fur­
priling. Chev;!ier, if you pleafe, we will take a tour along 
the mote of the caflle. I have found here, hard-by, the very 
thing we wanted. Stoop down, Sir, towards the root ~f that 
tree, which !hoots into the water. Do not you fee fomething 
upon the furface clofe by the root? 

Chev. Yes, my lord, fomething like a little fieve, which 
is fafiened at one end to the ll:ump. 

Count. This§ fieve is afoiall piece of gtew, fopported by 
the water, and the imaginary holes in it, are fo many eggs 
regular I y placed 011 th(; glcw, that they may not fink; and the 
thread which fall:ens it co the root prevents the whole from 

being 
~ ~avari DiEtion de Cnmm. 
+ Memoirs of the Aod. of Scicncrs, )-,lr. Geoffroi, Jun. 

~- Hilt. <le lnL par, Sw~mm. 



EXTRACTS Fl'lOM NATURE DELINEATED, 

being tranfported by the wind to,::fuch other place as mig'it, 
prove too cold, and where the eggs, for want of proper heat, 
could not be hatched. 

Chev, What animal, my lord, is thls, that is thus wife 
and wary? 

Count. The gnat, fir, or the midge, fo well known hi 
its buzzing, and its fling. I 

Chev. How does the gnat, that lives in the air, and on the 
earth, depolits her eggs in the water ? 

Count. Have you not a hundred times obfervcd gnats to 
hover about the fur face of a pond ? they are peculiar! y fond of 
all fianding watt:1 s, becaufe it is there that they rear their 
young.-But I will give you their hifiory in a few words. 

From thefe eggs, dcpolited on a lay of glew, on the brink of 
the water, proceed divers animakula, which pals through 
three difterent fiates. In the fir{\: place, they live in the 
water: then they change from being aqua1ic creatures, to 
fuch as are amphibious ; living fometimes in the air, and at 
others· in the water ; and Jail! y, they are inhabitants of the 
air only. • 

They are aquaticks in their fir.1: fl:ate; and during that 
time refemble little worms, or vermin, that make themfelves 
lodgments of glew, which they fafl:en to fome fol id body at the 
very bottom of the water; unlefs by accident they met with a 
ricce of chalk, which being of a foft and pliant nature, gives 
them an opportunity of finkiqg a retreat for themfelves, 
'; ;ere nothing but the claws of a cray-fi{h can poffibly molefl: 
t..-m. . 

This worrn afterwards changes it's form. It appears with 
a fare-c head, and a tail invefied with hair, and moifiened with 
~:1 oleaginous liquor, which !he make~· ufe of as a cork, t0 

fi;}::iD her head in the air, and her tail in the water, and to 
tr'.!n!'°p ,rt her from one place to another. When-,the oil with 
wh.ich r"r tail is moiilened begins to grow dry, lhe difcharges 
;;1:t of her rnouth~an unctuous humour, w!1ich (he lhtds all 
G't',r b?r t:::.il, by virtue whereof !he is enabled to tranfport 
~.;,[;,)f" wl,cre fue pleafes, without b.:ing either. wet, or any 
.-:-~ y~ i...,-.:ommoded by the water. 

( To $e ,ontinuul. ) 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF MRS. EATON; OF 

CLAPTON. 

Q N Tuefday, Jan1,1ary 28, about two o'clock, this lady 
was alone in the parlour, and as fne was getting up, either to 
reach or lay down a book, by fome means her gown caught 
fire, whi~h lhe could not extingui1h. 'The fervant hearing 
Mrs. Eaton cry out "fire," ran infl:antly to her affifiance> 
and found her clothes all -in flames; and by her endeavours 
to fave her mifl:refs, fhe was fo burnt that her life has been 
defpaired of. Mr. Eaton, who was thei gone up fl:airs with 
a friend, to engage in prayer with a lady who was afHicl:ed, 
heard the cry of fire, and ran to fee w~at was the matter, 
and found Mrs. Eaton furroundcd with flames. He took 
up a mat and carpet which lay _in the hall, and got the fire 
under, but noi: before his wife's clothes were nearly aU 
confumed, and ihe fo burnt, that fhe never recovered. 

This unfortunate lady fuffered greatly during her fhort 
11:ay on earth, after this melancholy -accident had befallen her; 
hut bore it all with great compo(ure, and· apparent refignation 
to the will of God. Her mind was_ grievoufiy wounded 
becaufe fhe did not accompany Mr. Eaton and his friend 
to prayer, and exclaim1d againfl: h~rfelf, faying, • fhe had done 
'\'lrong in neglecl.ing to go, and truly repented ofit. . 

She was never heard to utter a murmuring word on account 
of her afHicl:ion; but faid, if it .was the Lord's will to take 
her, it was her prayer that her will might be conformable to 
his. She remained fen11ble through the whole of her fuffer,. 
ings; and ufed to fpeak: highly of the Divine Being, and fay, 
That he was the fource from whence lhe drew all her com­
fort, and that £he looked to him alone to fupport her under her 
fuffcrings, and in the hour of death. She languifhed 'till 
Monday, Feb. 3, and then wich calmnefs and fercnity took 
l1er !aft farewell of this prefent world, and launched into 
eternity. , 

From this very affecl:iug. circumfl:ance we may learn, 
I. The folly of women attiring themfelves in fuch kind of 

drelfes that fo.eafily take fire,, and the fiupidity it manifetls, that 
they pay no regard to the many awful examples and the frie.1J­
ly cautions which h;ive fo often been given them, 

Vo1. HI. N 2. The 
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2. The- importarice of paying a proper regard to the 
wodhi p of the Almighty, and not t·:-> let any inferior objett 
keep tlS from that noblefi and lief!: of all employments. for 
however indifferent mankind in gc1;cral may be to religious 
excrcifes, we fee th;.it a frnfo of our ncglccl:ing them fills us 
with forrflW iri the day of danger. Let carelefs and worldly­
minded profdfors take the friendly warning, left the Lord 
fhou;d take them away in his anger, for the infulis dom: to 
his divine Majefiy. -

3. We learn the neceffity ofbeing always ready for death, 
At fuch an hour as we think not the Son of Man cometh. 
• May every reader be fiirred up to prep:ire for death; that 
whether he come in fir.:-, peftil ~nee, or the fword, they may be 
ei12..bied to meet him ~ithout te.rr9r or fl!rprize, is the_ fervent 

•• prayer of their well wilher1 
DELTA~ 

Died, Feb. 10, 1800, at Tring, Herts, Mr. Seabrook: 
Young, General' Baptifi minifier,' ar.d - cq-pafior with Mr. 
Edward Se?{ton, to the church at Berkhampilead, and to the 
{everal branches of it, at Tring, Cheiham, and Ameriham. 
This promifing young min,ifi:er was ordained to the pafioral 
office at Berkham!l:ead, on the 11th of April lafi:; (fee No. 16.) 
and is now called to his)2eavenly Father's houfe above, Hjs 
death is a very painful fl:roke to his difconfolate young 
widow, wii:h one child; to the church, and to his furvivin~ 
worthy colleague in th!! minifhy. We hope to give· a parti­
cular account of his illnefs and death in a future Number. 

SAC~ED POETRY~ 

Yo tbt Editoref 1he G. B. M. , - General Baptifl. Minifler, 
u•, . who died Dec. 10, 177 3, ag.ed 

my old m,,uldy manufcripts, and on • 
J found the following among fome of r 85 years •. 

• ~ review, thought it might have it's -
ufe if it could obtain a place in your L 
Magazine. Jf you think fo too, A TE in the eveRing of a cloudy 
let it appear; if not, let it return to day, 
1he dull from ·whc.~ce it came, A friend paf&'d by, but had not time 

()n the Death of the late Mr. 
;Johp, Yates, of Hugglefioat, 

tolhy, 
Longer, than juft to tell mea's he Red, 
Our friend and niiniller-John Yates.:.. 

is dead! 
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Shock'd at the tidings, motianlefs 
11:ood, 

Ju A: like a !1:atuc, or a mm of wood! 
O'erwhelm'd in thought, yet not· a 

word to fay, 
Till cool refleltio11had refum'd her fway. 
Then ( deeply wounded with the awf4l 

!1:rokc) , 
Accents like thefe from my full bofom 

broke. 
Thou fov'reig-n Goodncfs ! Governor 

divine! 
How dreadful is this providence of 

thine! 
How iliall thy feeble flock his lofs re­

pair ? 
How lhall his family the bur~en bear ? 
How ll,ali thy bleffed caufe be carried 

on? 
Now thy dear mini/1'1r, now Yates is 

!l"ne ? 
Then wild imagination took the rein, 
And fancy led me in her airy chain; 
Over the hills to Hugglefcoat lhe Rew, 
.And brought his mourning family in 

view.• -
Yea, now they /land before my very 

face, , 
In all their mifery and dee~ di/lrefs. 
Methinks I hear hi! tend_er offspring 

• cry, • ' 
"Where is my p·apa gone"-then fob 

and tigh, 
"When will my papa come again, 

mamma? 
" Where is my papa gone? a great­

long-way '" 
Alas ! the widow, overwhelmed 

wi_th grief, 
Flies from fociety and lhuns relief: 

'Goes to her clofct in her fore di/lrefs, 
.And half refolves to :ilk the God of 

i:race 
For fame fupport anti ~on1fort ! but 

alas ! 
What comfort can lhe haYe in fuch 

diA:refs ? 
Jor farrow like a tyrant in her foul, 
Rife, above all rational controul. 
Each ubjecl: which lhe fees renews h'e, 

grief; . 
CreJtes frelh anguilh, but not brings 

relief.-

"This is a book my hulband i•ve t" 
me; . 

" The bank is here, alas ! but where 
is he? 

" Gone-to the region. of eternal day, 
" But kft me here to languilh time 

away. 
" 0 could I lay atide this load of 

woe, 
" I'd fpurn this wretched world and t• 

him go 1 ' 

" To lhare his· paradife in realms of 
blifs, 

'' For there my hulband, there my 
Saviour is. 

"fl help me great Phytician !. gracious 
Gpd, 

" Help me to bear thi, moll di!lreffing 
loJd. 

'' Thou bid'/1 poor widows put their 
truft in thee ; 

" Now a poor widow makes her humble 
p1ea. 

"Dear Jefus, with compaffion in thine 
eyes, . 

"Look on a widoiv ! hear her orphan's 
cries. 

" Give them to fee thy faithfulncfa 
and love, 

" And all the fwectnefs of thy favour 
prove.n 

The widow, now lhe's uttered wortls 
like thefe, 

Feels more compofed ; enjoys a little 
eafc. • 

But 'tis not fo with me, the man is dead, 
Who ufed to feed me with the living 

bre1d. 
Ju/I rais"d of God and recently ordain'dt 
To guide his flock to Canaan's happy 

land. 
But now he's gone ; he's gone beyond 

our reach, 
We never more' mu/I hear the charmer 

preach. ' 
No more lhall we with rapture hear 

his voice, 
Which often made our very hearts 

rejoice. 
No more lhall we behold him (preaii 

his hands; 
No more 611 hear him pray for dif. 

tant l•nds, 

"He left five or fix (mall children, and his wife pregnant of another, the prcfent 
M;r. Thomas Y_ates, minifter of the General Baptift church at Dcritend, neat 
Birmingham, 

t He died before he had been ordained one year. 
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No more lhall hear his holy eloquence, 
Which brought a loving Jefus to our 

{enfe, 
Y c ftubborn finners who have he.irts 

of ~one, 
'Who can aroufe you now dear Yates 

is gone? 
Te weak and feeble, ye affiiltell lheep, 
Your tender lhepherd now is gone to 

fleep, 
And never will awake, again to look, 
A fertile pafture, or a flowing brook. 
"'Where is he gone ?" D;lCthin.ks a 

croud reply ; 
., Where is he gone? beyond the 

azure lky. 
Gone to bep,cfent with his blelfed God; 
Cone to behold the Ma11 who /hed his 

blood; 
Gone to rejoice and triumph in the 

love, 
Which brought falvation from the 

courts above. 
To this our Go!iotha, which gave him 

fpace, 
To fee his condemnation, a11d embr,ce, 
The wonderous, glorious, and dalight­

fal news, 
Which now fuch crouds, fuch multi­

t,ides refu fe. 
0 had he been permitted here to ftay, 
Till he had taught our wandering feet 

the way, 
Tothofe delightful manfions !-­

When he was with us much refp,eel: 
we bore, • 

t11t now he's gone, methinks we love 
him more. 

Now he is gone, we fee hie excellence; 
Hia deq fagacity and piercing fenfe. 
Where's there another, if we. fearch 

around, 
Where's there another like him to be 

found, 
Where's there.another with fuch ho]o, 

zeal? • , -
\Yhere's there another that can preach 

.fo well? 
And i,, he gone ? then let us all pre-

, pare, 
To follow Cbrill the way he l•tl us here; 
Looking to Jefus for our whole fupply; 
For earthly comforti e·,er droop aa 1 

die. 

Ye little flock ! toccther keep· witfr 
care, 

_.nd daily live on Chrift by faith an1I 
prayer: ~ 

Then every comfort which we want 
below, 

Our kind Almighty Shepherd wil! 
be!l:ow. 

Till we have done with all beneath 
the lldes, 

And into heaven's refulgent glory rife, 
There lhall we fee, whom we fo much 

deplol'e, 
There, never to be fep■rated more. 
There lhail we never hear, nor be afi-ai,l 
To hear one tell \ls-Brother Yates 

is dcad,t 
z. 

The Hypocrite. 

BUT this of all is ftill the wo1·fr, 
A forer, ai;,.d a fadder curfe, 

That's i■ religion found; 
Where e'en it's votaries are feen, 
God and the ·world to f plit betwee■, 

Unhallow'd as unfound, 

It's priefts and preachen, proud or vai~, 
Read for reward, then fpell for gain, 

The harveft of an hour: 
The gofpel, mangled or conceal'd, 
Or little morethan half revcal'd, 

Conveys as little power. 

The heareos dead, or. half afleep, 
Do but a drowfy viii! keep, • 

E'en at the noon of day ; 
Feel much the fame of grace or 611, 
Then nod their falutation, grin, 

And thus conclude the play. 

But, oh ! thou jealous Go;J, and tr11e, 
Thou know '!1: this muft, and 1hlll n•t 

, do; 
Thy thunders fpeak thy wrath: 

.lirife then, for thy glory', fake, 
Into thy hands the matter take, 

J\n<i break the enfctter'd j)oth. 
E. l', 

f Thofo ~erfon, who polfefs a copJ gf :he ori1inal, will pmc:n, tl,at thi1 .ia 
c1inidcral.,l7 r.lt•red and abridi:cil. 
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LIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS STHFFF.,:_.;_._C,mtinutd from 
p. 52. 

J SHALL not here give a particular account of the method 
in which Mr. Steff'e's education, and that of his companions, 
was carried on while at the academy, though I .have often 
been requefted and imp'ortuned to write largely on'. this head. 
I content myfelf with obferving in general, that he did not 
defpifc any part of polite literature, which [eemed fubfervienc 
to his honourable appearance in the minifiry iii fo learned an 
age and country as our own; but,' neverthelefs, applied liirri. 
fdf with the greatefi ailiduity,, to thofe things which appeared 
of the mo{t eminent aud immediate fervice; in which view he 
rs worthy of befog imit:1ted by all that regard either their ac• 
ceptarice or ufefulnefs in the ch,urches. ,. , 

In· the former view, belide~ the general pre·parations of 
' logick, rhetorick, and metaphyfici.:,s, he m;ide. himCclf :,c­

quainted with the priQciplcs of geo,metry ai:1J:alg;~br;1, and,! 
think alfo of conick fetlio!1s, and ca:leltial mcchantcks: Th3t 
fieady command of thotight, an<l atte

0

11tion of mind, for whic:h 
our author was remarkable, aC1ct the traces of which were dif­
coverable in his countenance, inadc thefe !ludies pleafa.nt, ra.­
ther than tac.iguing to him; and he fuon f..tw· the tendency they 
have, to teach us to' dill:inguilh our ide;is with accuracy, a11d 
to dilpoli our argument's in a clear, concilc, and convincing 

·manner. Thefe .introduced him into the .::~fy knowledge of 
mechanicks,' fiaticks, hydroftaticks, opticks, pneumaticks, 
and aftronomy, fo far as, it was jmlgcd material to o;>en to him 
the echief ph.i:nomena of each with th<:ir refpective folutions, 
He added to thefe fome other articles, which-have their place 

Voi.. Ill. ' • 0 in 
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in what is ufoally called the Encyclopcedia of Learning, erpeci­
all y fomething of natural hifl:ory,, and a pretty large view of the 
anaK)my of the human body, the knowledge of which he culti­
vated with peculiar care and plcafure, as well obferving the 
tendency it has to promote •our veneration and love to the 
great Architetl of this amazing frame, whofr wonders of pro­
vidential intluence alfo are fo apparent in its fupport, nouri(h. 
ment, and motion. 

For all thefe ffudies Mr. Stdfe had a relifh, and a genius; 
but the far greater part of his time, efpecially in the Jail: three 
years of his courfe, w,1s employed in others more direlHy pre­
paratory for the great work he had in view. • 111 this !)Umber 
1 mufi: reckon a large and particular invefiigation of Jewi{h 
antiquities, in which he met with the illuil:ration of number­
leis texts in the Old Tefl:ament, which cannot be well under­
ficod without them:. as iikewife his Survey .of Ecclefiail:ical 
Hiil:cry, of whichi,ampe's admfrable Epitome was the ground­
work; which I mention, becaufe I wonder it is no m<!lre gene­
r:::lly know·n, though fo very far fuperior to any thing elfe of 

. the like kind, for the vafi: variety of judici0us hints which it 
contains, in a little room, and moll: beautiful order. His View 
of the Dotlrines of the Ancient Philofophers in their various 
Sells, had been taken with greater advantage, had Buddoeus's 
Compendium Hifl:oria: Philofophica! been then known; but 
fomething of this kind he furveyed, and it could no.t but ferve 
to endear chrifl:ianit}'. to him, that glorious light which difpcls 
their lhades oflearned and artificial cLirkilefs. 

Thefe articles took up fom~ hours every week, in the latter 
years of his courfc; but by far the greater part of his time 
throughout this whole period, fo far as it fell under the di­
rection of his tutor, was employed in a feries of about 250 
Lectures of Divinity in the largeil: extent of the word; that is, 
conlidered as includin,g what is moil: material in Pneurna(ology 
and Ethicks •._ In this Compen<liu01 were conbi,iea; • jn as 

• few words <JS perf pic~ity would admit, the inoft r:pa~erial 
things whic.~ i};:!d oq::urred to the author's <;>bfer'{\ltior:i, relating 

• to the_nature and ~prQperties of the human mind, the proof of 
the exifl:ence and at~ributes of God, the nature of moral virtue, 
the various branches ofit, the means fubfervieni: to it, and the 
fanll:ions by which its precepts, conlidered as God's~atural 

law, 

* The manufcript, which was the plan of thefe, confiflsef 
a>;ioms, • defini1 inns, propofitions, lcmmata, demonllrations, 
c_orollarics,: and fclwlia, jufl in the method which mathemati• 
ci;ms ule, though without the introduaion of thofe arbitrery 

: nrnks, whic_h fome have ilffcaed on like occauo.ns. 
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law, are enforced; under which head the natural evidence of 
the immortality of the foul was largely examipcd. To this 
was added fome furvcy_of what is, and generaUy has been, th_e 
:fia,e of virtue i11 the world; ,from whence the tranlition w.::s 
eafy to the need of a revelation; the enco11ragen:1ent to hope it, 
i\nd the nature of the evidence which mig,ht probably attend 
it: From hen~e the work natural\y proceeded to the evi­
dence produced in proof ofthat,rc_yebti,on which the Scripture 
contains. The gcnuinenefs, credibility, and infpir,1ticin of 
tbefe facred be>oks were then cleared up at lar1,., and vindi­
c~ted from all the mofl:confiderable ohjeBions, which moder/1 

, tnfi<lels (thofe finners againfl: their own fouls) have urged. 
When-thi,s fo~nd~tion was laid, the chief doctrines of fcri;itt.:re 
w_ete drawn out_ inio a large detail.; thof~ rebting to the Fa. 
ther, Son, and Spirit, to the orif!)nal and fallen flate of man, t~ 
thefcheme cjf;out 'redemption_ by Chri a, and the-offices of.the 
Spirit as the great agent in the Redeemer's kingd(/m. 1:'he 
nature of .the covenant of grac~ vias particular I y {h:ted, and 
th_e frveral 'precepts and infl:itutio:.s of the Gofpel, with th~ 
vi'ews wliich it gives us of the conc!ud:ng fccncs of our 
world, and .of ·the eternal ilate beyond it. - _What fecmed 
moil: evident on thefe heads was,thrown into the p·ropofitions, 
fame of which were problematical ; aAd the chief cciritroverfies 

_ relating to each were thrown into the Scholi:i; and all illu­
flrat~d by a very large colleclion of references, co:itaining, 
perhaps, one lecture with aaother, the fubfl:ance of forty or 
fifty octavo pages, in which the fentiments and r~afonings of 
the moll confiderable authors on all thefe heads might be feen 

' in their own tvords; which it was the bufinefs of the fl:udents 
'to read and contract, in the inter·vals between thefe leclures, 
of which only three were· given in a week; ahd fornctimcs 
but two. The mind of this excellent youth _- knew 
how to judge of the importariee of this part of his courfe: 
it flruck him fl:rongly ; and as he made it h!S early care to 
tranfcribe the manufcript with great cxaltne[s, (o he iludie<l 

_ both the lectures and references diligently, ;,,nd made himfelf 
mailer of thetn tofuch' a degree, a's to be abie to handle fi1ch 
points of theology as occurre'd to him in his courfe of preach­
ing, not in a ~rude indigefted manner., but with au, accu­
racy and iolidity, rather worth}' of a divine, who haJ num-
bered more years offiucly than he of life. • 

As he was alw~ys encourabcJ and exhorted to enquir~ 
freely, and to judge forhimfc:lf, fo it was particularly recom­
mended to him to take his Syfl:cm of Divinity, not from thp 
fenti~nts ofany hum;in teacher, bt!t from the word of God. 

Thi, 



91 EJOGRAPHY, 

This therefore he early fiudied, and fet a great va_Ine ~n thofo 
critical lcll:urcs on the New TcHament, which he weekly at­
tended, and carefull_y tranfcribed; be/ides thofe daily expofi­
ti0ns in the family, in which, within the five yc:irs he {pent 
in this courfc, he had an opportunity of hearing alrriofi the 
whole Old Tell-ament explained from the original, ;i.s well as 
the New twice or thrice illu.ffrated, partly, _though not in­
tirely, in a prall:ical view. If I remember right, he foon 
took the wife precaution (which I would reco_mmend to every 
young fiudent) to get an inteileaved Bible, a'nd ii \Vetfiei1°'s 
Greek Tefl:ament interleaved with good paper in quarto; in 
which he wrote memorandums of the mofl: confid~rable ~ 
marks for the illu{hation of Scripture, which occurred to hill\, 
in reading, converfation, or reflecl:ion, And had providence 
continued him a few ye.ars longer i11 that prudent and diligent 
courfe, l quefiion not but thefo manufcripts wouldh~ye been 
a rich repofitory of valuable ma'terials; for he h2._d a true 
fienius for criticifi~, in thofc which I take to _be its nobldl: 
:rnd mafl:erl y parts; which are thofe which depend, not 
merely on dint of induilry, but on fagacity, elev.ati6n, and 
·vivacity of thought; to which I mufi ad~, a truly devotional 
temper df mind, without whic;h it will be impofliblc for any 
man to reliih, and therefore to be fore impoffible to.point 
out, the beauties of the-facted writers. • • 

His great defirc to appear in a becoming manner under _the 
µ1aracl:er of a preacher, as weHas a :oncern to cultivate reli~ 
gion in his own foul,_cngaged'hirn intimately to co~verfc with 
the befl: pracl:ical writers our fertile cou1i'try has produced; in 
which number, I know, he ·p~culiar)y efieem~4. l\1:r. Howe1 

,md Mr. Baxter, not to mention any of thofc, li,ghts of the 
fancl:uary, which through the great goodncts· of ~09 ~ci us are 
not yet extinguiihed, and who will, I dciubf not, 'preach with 
a bund.:nt fuccefs to generations long to come. I beli~ve that day 
feldom pa/led, in which fame of tbefc writers were not. in his 
hznds, in whom he fought at once the improvcinent of the 
chrifiian, :and of the minifl:er; and 1 thin'k it muf1: argue a 
great defe·cl: of underfia(Jd·ing, as well ;,s of.real piety, if a11y 
theological fiudents are negligent of this, • • , 

The fame good principle, which led Mr. StefFc It! be very 
convcrf~nt with fuch books" engaged him alfo to attend with 
·great diligence to thofe infl:rucliom. which were largely given 
him, 011 the important head of preaching and pafioral cares, 
And while.: I fpeak uf this, I muft not forget how gladly he 
embraced the .opportuni\y, which the ~uflom of the place g:we 
Li111, w fubm:t, firll 1 the f;:hcmes of his fcrmons, and then 

feveral 
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feveral 6J the fermons themfclves, to the cxim-,in~ti0n .:.;;d 
correction of that friend who had the {;ha.rge of his educ;,_tion ~ 
a privilege, which thote that kafl: need it, generally v,,luc 
moft; and which, if l do 11ot much mifiake, may be rr:orc i.:­
firuB:ive·to young preachers, than any ge;-ieral' n+s f:·;· c" ,:­
polition, whi'ch can be offered the11l by tlwfc>, v:liO are I: :·: -
folves moll: eminent in their profeffion, 'An e~rly c:,re t,_.:: .-..: 
a due management of his ,,oice, and to form hmifrif to,:~ :::-. 
animated', yet unaffected delivery, fetan agrr:!.'ao;t: v2ri;;L:. r. 
what was in itfelf m'uch more importaut; and grea:.ly con.:::­
buted to that extenfive, and well-merited popularity, ~'h:c:1 
attended h_iin> fo far as I can 'learn> from the firfi lermc!'i te 
preached to the ;all:. Sad calamity to the -church, ar.d tl-!: 

world, that the interval' between the one and the other wa, fa 
fhort ! ' 

Hitherto I have confidered Mr. Stcffe's characler and c.,;;_ 
duct as a fcholar, during the feries of his academical fi~.:i,: .. 
I mull: now defcribe him in another, yet more i1;1p~:. '. ... ~ 
view, which will carry us a little farther into his life-, a·; \'!d 
as deeper into .his bear~, l mean, as a chri.fl:ian. Ami ~ .;,-,, 
I fhall not mention a var\ety of particulars, which I co:;1i,r<.:­

hend in faying, "He was, as I am vec:! v pc:f:1.aded, a cl11 ,1l1,!:t 

indel'!d ;" but ilia:11 only mention for, e of 1ho1e tXt >r,L,y 
_effects> which the fincere and li\ccly pir,_~• ('If L1:-: h::::!, i'l"O­

d'uced, in a beautiful correfpondenl:c t-• tiwfc -:::;·cu,nfo,_i1~-:, of 
life in which he· was plac.zc!. And this.I :Htc-mpt, ;,, -; i1, a 
view of railing a monument to the n:i:msr:y c,f a :~(;ar J,-C • ... ~d 
friend, (I _dm'ibt not but the appla:u!::: d h~ sr~~t :\: .: _ _,, ;,;{_ 
raifed him high above a)! fuch;) bt1t !-~.il;:,7 •1f- ,ii,,!i,\: ir.-
ihu8:ion to others, by ~xhibiting hi,11 ,i:c:. ~ fL!:')' i,; it p, ,int ,,f 
light, which has feldcm bt:er: cn! .. ired' upn by t'.:,;!~ "?:<t 
have written lives, whether from a ve~y r:~;;i.-~.-'.·n ::i~(tdll'il­

fian that it was of very' little moment, ci (rs l wr,(;:J 1Al:d 
hope) for want of mat1crials. Provi-ic:1c: he, :..•·c.i~rl"d i, J:11 

that it was ilmoll: all the hillory th:'.t can be f•,:·. :·:, t•f .\·lr. 
Stetfe, and has affigned this offiq: to one, ,v!;o k 1<1 :!11 ''P!'-''"­
tunity of collecl:ing mat1:ria!s from what he himf L. i~\\'. 
though I n1 1 1fi- add, that in what I hnve farther to writ(·, , .. \• 
pcrlonal ob!ervations have been much ilk!fr .. tcd !,y a n,I:-. c. 
tion of his letten to his parents and o·th.:r neJr r.f:ti:,:':', ,:,;,; 
originals of which are ·now before me. 

No advantages of genius, and ( could tl-,cy have ,r.:;-:: : ,, 
quel1ion,) no views of preferment, could hav:: l::1:,;;~ c-,1 ·.) 
worthy a clergyman as Mr. Stel{e's father was, to "' ,,.·!· ; 
'mc.'.lforcs for·his being brought·pp to thcminii.:<.'.r: l c\(. _ _., if 

i.:~ 
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he had not known him to be a blamelefs and a virtuous­
youth : but from fome things which he has wrote of himfelf 
in papers now before me, the particulars of which it is not 
neceffary to trai1fcribc, I have reafon to believe, that real re­
ligion was of a later date in his heart, than his firfl: views of 
undertaking the facf\!d work in, which he afterwards engaged. 
An awful text of fcripture folemnly an<l feafonabl y dropped 
from the venerable lips of his pious father, a little before he 
quitted the fam~ly, feems to have given a moil happy tum 
to his mind, and under Divine influc::nce to _have been the im.,, 
mediate occafion of producing that fincere piety th~re, which 
afterward~ grew fo fa~, and lhone fo brigh~. ·, 

( V-o be co11tif111ed. ) 

51:.llOP·BURNET'S LIVES AND.SUFFERING-S OF 

THE ENGLISH MA·RTYRS. 

LIFE OF THOMA& !VI.SON, 

THOMAS IVESON of Godfl:one; in • the county of 
Surrey, carpenter, was apprehended in the houfe of Di rick 
Carver, at Brighthampfl:ead, by Edward Gage, gentleman, 
::md fent to the bilhop of London, and by him committed to 
N _ wgate; and afterwards examined by the bif11op ~t his _ 
_Falace, and _alfo in the confiftory-court of London, upon 
~ivers articles objecl:ed againft him, viz. 

1. As that the faith, religion, and aJminiftration of facra­
ments, which is now believe~, ufed, taught, and fct forth in 
this our church of England, is not agreea~le to the truth and 
faith of Chrifi, nor with the faith of the Catholit and univerfal 
church of Chrift. ~ ' 

2. Concerning the facrament of the altar, he believeth that 
jt is a very idol, and detefl:able before God a~ it is now 
rniniilered. 

3. That the mafs is naught, and not of the_ infritution of 
C}irifi, but that it is of man's invention. 

And it being demanded of him,''lf any thing in the m::ifs b~ 
good? He faid, he would a.1fwer no further. . 
• 4- That.he had not received the facrament of the altar fince. , 
i5 hai been minulered as now it is in England, neither wai. 

hi: 
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he confelTed at any time wj_thin thefc feven years, nor bath he 
heard mafs within the faid time. 

5, That auric~lar confeffion is not necelfary to be made 
to a pricfl:; for he cannot forgive, nor abfolve him from 
his fins. 

6. Concerning the fJcrament of baptifm, that it is a fign 
and token of ChriU as circumcifion was, and no otherwife; 
and he. believeth that his fins are not wafhcd away thereby, 
but only his body wafhe<l; for his fins be w,ilhed away only 
by Chrif-1:'s blood: ' . 
• 7. That there is in the Catholic church of Chrill: onlv two 
facraments, that is to fay, the fac_rament of baptifm and the fa­
crament of the fupper of the Lord, and no more; which are 
not right! y ufed at this prefent time in England, and therefore 
are unprofitable.' • 

8. He believeth that all the ceremonies now ufed in this 
church of England, are vain, fuperfluous, fuperftitious, and 
11aufc_ht. , _ . 

Furthermore, the faid Thomas foefon being earne111}' ~ra• 
vailed withal to ·recant, fuid thus, ' I would not recant and 
forfake mine opinion and belief for all the goods in London. 
I do appeal to G-bd's mercy, and will he none of your church, 
nor fubmit myfelf to the fame; and that I have faid I will 
fay a<Yain. And if thl';.;e came an angel from heaven to teaclt 
me a~ y othe,r doB:rine than that which l now hold, I would 
not believe him.' 

Which. anfwer being thus made, he was condemned as an 
heretick, and comnoitted .to th~ fecular powei:, and Cent t-. 
Chichefler in Sulfex, and there burned, in July, 1555, he pet:-
fevering co11Jlantly irt his f.iid faith to the end. • , 

THE LIVES OF JOHN. DEpLY, GENTLil\lAN', JOHN 

NEWMAN,,PEWTERER, EOTH OF MAIDSTO.NE, I~ Ki::NT j 

AND PATRICK PACKINGHAM, MARTYRS. • 

THE abovefaid John Deuly1 gentleman, and John New­
man, pewterer, as they tra11e!Jeci mto EIIex, where they had 
been to v itit- fame friends, were accldentally met by Edward 
Tyrrell, Efq. and ju{bce of the peace of the faid county: and 
at the lirfl: fight of them, (as himfelf after faid) he fufpeB:ed 
them for h~reticks, and upon that fufpicion he caufed them to 
l:l'e prefrmly apprd1euJed amltearched, and found with Mr. 
Deuly a confeffion of t'Jith in writing concerning the facra• 
ment of Chrifi's body and blood, and alfo certain notes col-

lecled 
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1caed out of the holy fcriptures, which Mr:, Tyrrell took: 
from him; and he fent the faid· Deuly and Newman to the, 
Qiem's council in London, :ind fent the papers he found,., and 
alfo a letter with them, 1 

When they were brought befi:ml: the council, they perfua~ 
ded them to obey the Qyeen's laws ; but not prevailing with 
them, they (ent them to Bonner, bi{hop of LonQon, to try 
what he could do with them. , • 

And upon the 28th of June, 1555, the 'bilhop caufed the 
faicl Deuly and Newman, with one Patrick Packingham, 
to be brought to him into his chamber, at his palace in 
London. And there he examined them upon t!_1eir confef­
fions, which Tyrrell had found about them, and alfo objected 
other articles to'them of his own. • 

To the which they all an( we red to the fame effect But 
Deuly anfwered more largely than the other two: and Pack• 
ingham had a11 article objected to him which was not to the 
R~ . • 

This done, the biiliop tifcd bis accufl:orned perfoalions ; 
to which Deuly faid, God fave me from your counfel, and 
ke~p me in the mind I am in; for that which you count he­
refy, I take to be the truth. And thereupon they were com­
manded to appear in the biiliop's confiflory-coiut, July the 
5th, in the -afternoon; where the following article~ were 
jointly and ftverallyobjecled againfl: them. . . 

1. That they were now in the dioce(e of London, awl of 
the jurifdiction of the bifbep of Loidon. \ • 

, This (theyfaidrwas true.' 
2. That they have not believed, nor do believe that there 

is a catholick church of Chrift here on earth. . -
To this article they anfwer each or them, 'That if is 

not true: for they did believe the hoJ y catholick church, 
which is buildw:I upon the foundation of the prophets and 
apofrles, Chrifi being the head; which holy church is the {;On-

3regation of faithful people difperfed through· the whole 
wo,rld: and where two or three are gathered together in 
Chrifl's name, they are the members pf the faid holy catho­
lick church which is difperfed through the world ; the which 
church doth preach God's word ,truly, and doth alfo minifier 
the two faoraments, baptifin, and the (upper of the Lord, ac-
cording to his blcffod word.' .' 

3. That each of them hath not believed, nor doth believe, 
that this church of England is~any part or member of the faid 
catholick church. 

To 
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To t\'iis third artic'.~ they each of them anfwer, ' That they 

<lCl believe that this church of England ufing the faith and re­
ligiCln that is now ufeq, is no part or member of the aforcfaid 
~ul y cathol.ick church, but is the church of anti. chrifi, the 
bilhop of Rome being the head thereof: for it is plain that 
they have altered the 1•e!larnent of God, and fet up a Tella­
tnel!lt• of their own devifi.ng, full of blafphemy and lies: for 
Chrift's T'e!l:ament is, That he would have all things done to 

. ,the edifying of the people; as it appeareth when he taught 
them to pray, Ma~t. vi. and alfo it appearech by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. xiv. for he faith, 'That he that prophefieth, fpeaketh 
to men for their eaification. He that fpeaketh with an un• 
known tongue, profiteth hi:nfdf; but he that' prophefieth, 
edifieth the c.hurch.' Alfo he faith, 'Even folikewife, when 
·ye fpeak .with t:mgues, e;,cept ye fpeak words of fignification, 
fhall it be undedl:ood what is fj)oke11? for ye fpeak in the air/ 
that is, m vain, Alfo he faith, ' Let all thing~ be done to 
edification.' 

' And it is written, Pfalm xlvi. ' God is king of,all the 
earth, 0 fing ye praifes unto him with undcrllanding.' So 
that it doth appear that this church of England, as now ufed,. 
is not builded upon Cbrifi, nor the. prophets and apofi!t.s, 1f 
St. Paul's words, and the pf.ilms be true.' 

4-. That you have belit:ved and do believe, that the mafs 
now ufed in the church of Engl-and, i~ naught, and fuH of 
"idolatry, and t:V'il,. ;ind plain againfr God's word ; and yo1,1 
have not heard it, nor will hear it, 

To this fourth article they anfwer, 'That they do believe 
that the mafs now uie<l iir the realm of England is naught, 
and abominable idolatry, and blafphemy agJinfi Go:l's word: 
for Chrill in his holy fup;,er in(htuted the licrament of bread 
and wine to be eaten tagether in-· remembrance of his death 
till he come; and not to have them wor£hipped, and make 
an idol gf them : for God will not be worlhipped in his crea­
tures, but we ought to give him praifo for his ercatures, which. 
he hath created for us. So it appcareth by hi~ command­
ment, th.3t we 0ught not to wor01iri, the facrameot of bread arid 
wine, for it is plain idolatry. For he faitl1; Ye faw no fimi-, 
litudc, therefore thou {halt not bow down t::i them nor wodhip 
them. 1 pray you, what do you call kneeling down, J1olrling 
1.1p the hands, knocking of the breafi, puttisig off the cap, and 
making courtcfy, ·with other fuperfli,i,ms? You will make 
men be fo blind, as to think this is no wonbip.' 

• But perhaps you will f.1y, you do not worOtip the 'bread 
and win~ but Cbrill:'s b0dy, which w~s born oi the V 1r._;;11 

V 01.. HI. P .L\-l.1~y, 
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Mary, contained under the form of bread and v. ine: but that. 
is a very lie; for Chrift's bo<ly, wttich was born of the Virgin 
!dary, is in lteavcn, if St, Paul's words he true, as undoubt­
edly they arc. For he faith, Heb. x. But'this man, after he 
L1:d oltered one fac-rifice for fins, is fet down for ever' at the 
right hand of God, expelling 'till his enemies be made hi!I 
foGtfi:ool. And Chri!I: fai_d to his difciples, l cam~ fo!,th from 
the F\;ther, and am come rnto the worlct : · and again, I 'leave 
the world, and go ·to the Father; · Thefe, • ahd many more 
places of holy fcripture, prove plainly,·tq them· that have· ears 
to- hear, that ChriH's body _that was born of the· Virgi.n·Mary, 
is in heaven, and not in the facramerital bread and wine ; and 
therefore it is idolatry tb worlhip them.' 

5. That you have believed and do believe, that auricular 
confcffion, uied now in this realm of E11gland, is not•'gc;,od, 
but contrary to God's word. _ • 

' To -this fifth article: they' anfwer affirmatively, and believe 
it not good as it is now ~fed in the realm-of England.' _ 

6. That you h.ave believed and do believe~ that abfolution 
given by the .priefl: hearing confeffion, is not good, nor al.:.: 
lot,vable by God's word, but contrary to the fame. • 

-' To this they anfwer, That remiffion of fins is only 
to be obtained i: .. Hn God, through the blood of J efus 
Chrifi.' 

· 7· That you have believed and do believe, .that chrrfl:ening 
of chilcl_renas- it is ufed in the church of England, is not good, 
nor allowable by God's word, but againfl: it.: Lilcewife 
confirming of children, giving of orders, faying mat tens and 
cven-fong, anointing or oiling of fick perfons, making holy 
brezd and holy water, with other rites of the church 

'To this feventh article they anfwer,-That cbriftening of 
children, or the facrament of baptifm, is a:lte·red and changed ; 
-for John Baptifl: ufod nothing but preaching of the word, and; 
water; as it appears when Chri!t requir~d to b'e baptii'ed of 
hlm. • • 
• And the Q:ieen of Ethiopi_a's fcrvant: faid to P.l lip, fee, 

Here is water ! What doth hinder rrie to be baptized? And 
Philip had pre:iche ; to him before. We do not read that he 
afked for any cream, or oil, or fpittle, or wax, or chrifm, er 
falt; for it ft:ems Philip had preached rio fuch things· to him: 
for if he haJ, he would as well have atked for them as fer 
v,-.i.ter. Nor the water was not co'njured, but the fame as it 
w2.s beforr. And this is alfo to b; faid of ail the ceremonies 
of your church.' 

i. That you have believed .an<l do ltelicv-e1 that t~ere ar~ 
·but 
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but two f.1craments in • Chrift's catholic c11urch ; that is tr1 
fay, tile facranient of .baptif~, and the CLcrarncnt of the 
.iltar. 

' To this eighth article they anrwer (h:)rtly, That th:::y 
believe no mor:::, excc:P.~ ye will make. the rainbow a facra­
rnent ; for there is no .facrament bu.t bath a promife annexed 
'to it.' • 

7, That you have bdieved and do believe, that forafmuch 
a~ Chrifl:,is flrc_e\ld.ed_up into heaven, tiierefore the very body 
ofChrift 1s nor-in the facrament llf the altar. 

' To this article they fay tL1ey have zlready anfwe:red,' 
u,. That thou Patrick P,1ck.ingham, b:::ing now of the ave 

of twenty-one y.ears at Ieafl:, bdng within the houfe of t~e 
bi!hop of London, at ~t. Paul's, and by him brou~ht into fr.~ 
o-reat chapel to hear mafs there, the 23d nf June, 1555, dicl'{l 
i~reverently fiand in the faid chapel, having thy cap on th-r 
head during the time of mafs ; a_nd didll alfo refufe ho! y wz t;r 
and holy bread at- the priefl:'s hands, there contemning ard 
defpifing .bo,th the mafa, and holy water, ;::nd holy 
l,read. 

Which article the. faid Patrick Packingham acknowlcd(Ted 
to be . true. • _, 

Now upon the 5th of July, 1555, the bifhop of Lancon 
procee9ed _agarnfl: ,the above-named John Deuly, Jo]m Ne\"1-
man, and Patrick Packingham, in his confiftory col!.lrt at St. 
Paul's church, Londori, after the ufual form ; where, afttr 
their. ar\icle~ and anfwers were publickly read~ they were ex­
horted to ,go from the fame; and both prom1fes and threats 
were u(ed by the bi{hop to try if he could ·prevail with them: 
but they continµing unmovable in the con{bncy of, their 

,.faith and profeffion, the biil1op gave fentence againft therr., 
• and condepmed them as hereticks, and delivered them into 
the cufi:ody of the the.riffs of LondoQ, who kept them in prifon 
until they were commanded by writ to fond them unto their 
fevera1 places of execution. 

And accordingly Mr. John Deuly was conveyed to Ux­
bridge, within fifteen miles of London, Auguft the 8th, 1555, 
to be burned. And being chained to the Hake, and t.he flame 
b4rning round about him, he fang a pfalm. 

Then Dr, Story~ a prie!l, • being th.!re, commanded one of 
t~e cxecutioner.s- to throw a faggot at him, which he did, and 
hit him on the face therewitht fo that the blood ran down, and 
he left fingin::,0~d clapped both his hands on his face; which 
Dr. Story iet:\11g, faid (coffingly to him that threw the faggot, 
"Tbou haft fpoileq a good old fong," The faid John Deuly, 

P 2 bting 
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being ftill in the flami11g fire, firetched forth his hands, ;Jn<l 
fang again; and then yielded up his fpirit into the ~.ands of 
God. 

Cpon the 28th Jay of the fa(d month of Augull-, in the fai<l 
year 1555, Patrick Packingham was brought to the fame 
town of Oxbridge, and there burned alfo according to his 
fentence. 

And John Newman above~mentioned was fent down to 
Saffron-f al den, in Eficx, a;1d there burned. t?e lafi cla,r 
of Augul,, I 5 5 5. 

THE CONDEMNATIO?f OF srx PER60N6 AT CANTER.­

BURY, 

JN the month of July, 1555, William Coker, Willi~m 
Hopper, Henry Lawience, Richard Colliar, Richard Wright, 
and \Villiam Steer, all Kentilh men, were brought before 
Dr. Richard Tht1rnton, fuffragan of Canterb.ury, and bilhop 
uf Dover, Dr. Harpsfield, archdeacon, and Richard Faucet, 
Robert Collins, in the fpiritual court of Canterbury; ~pon 
clivers articles, to the fame purpofe with thofe formerly ob­
jelled to Mr. Bland; to which they gave th(:ir relpecyivc 
anfwers. 

1. William Coker faid, He would anfwer no fltherwi(e 
than he had already anfwered. Being offered fix days refpite 
to confider with himfelf, he refufed to take it ; and fo fentence 
of condemnation was read againfi him, July I I, l 5 55. 

2. William Hopper feemed at firfi: to agree to the faith 
and determination of the catholic church: afterwards callina 
i.t better to mind, he conllantl y adhered to the truth which 
before he ~ad confeffed, and fo he was condemned July 
t!-ie 16th. 
• 3. Henry Lawrence was examined the 16th of July, and 
was put ofi'to the 2d of Auguft, and then anfwered as follows: 
firfr, He denied auricular confcJiion. 'Secondly, He fai<l, that 
he had not, nor would receive the facrament of the altar; be,. 
caufe the order of the holy fcripture ( he faid) was changed in 
the order of the faid facrament. 

Further, being charged for not putting olf his cap when 
th:: fuffrag~n mentioned the facrament, and did reverence to 
th: fame; he faid, There was no need for him to put off his 
j::a?: And being oppofed concerning the verity of the facra­
rntnt t. i 1 ~ n to Chrift's difciples, he affirmed, that even as 

Chrift 
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ChriO: gave his very body to his difciples, and co:ifdfccl it to 
be the fame, fo likewife Chrift himfelf faid, he was a door, 
&c. Adding moreover, that as he had faid before, fo he fays 
ftill, that the facrament of the .altar is an idol, and no remem­
br3:nce of Chrifl:'s paffion ; and contrary he knoweth not. 

At lafl-, being required to put his hand to his anfwers, he 
wrote thefe words W1der the bill of examination, Ye are all 
of Antichrifl-, and him ye follow : and fo his hand was frayed, 
that he wrote no further. And then fentcnce was given 
again:O: him, Augufr 2. . 

4. Richard ~olliar appeared the I 6th of Augufl:, 155 5 ; 
and being exammed about the facrament of the altar, ( as the 
Papifls term it) anfwercd, That he did not believe there is 
the real and -fubfl:antial body of Chrifl-, but only bread and 
wine; and that it is mofl: abominable, mofl: detelfable, and 
mofl: wicked, to believe,otherwife. Upon which fentence of 
condemnation was • read againfl:11im the fame day. SooR 
after he was condemned he fang a pfalm ; fo. that the priefts 
and officers railed a~ him, faying, he was out of his wits. 

5. Richard Wright appearing at the faid place, the faid 16th 
.of AuguA:, the Judge required of him, what be believed of the 
real preftnce in the facrament? He ;mfwered, That as touch­
ing the facrament of the altar and the mafs, he faid he wa 
a{hamed to fpeak of it, or to ·name it: and he allowed it 
not, as it is now ufed in the church. And fo he was con­
.demne·d. 

• 6. William Steer, of Afhford, appeared alfo on the 16th 
of Aug;uft, _at .the Chapter-houfe at Canterbury, and was re.. 

. quired ~o make anf wer to t~e. articles laid before him by the 
judge. H:e faiJ, he fhould command his ·dogs and not him • 
for that Richard of Dover had no authority to fit againft 
him in judgment. And he aiked where his authority wa,~ 
Then were £hewed certain bulls and writings from Rome: 
hut William Steer denied that to b~ of fufficient force. The 
faid fuffragan faid alfo, that he had authority from tl,e ~ee11• 

But Wilpam faid, That Thomas Cranmer, archbilhop of 
Canterbury, now in prifon, w .. s his diocefan; and required of 
_the faid Richard of Dov~·r, to fuew authority from the faid 
archbifhop, or elfe he denied his authority as infufficicnt. 

And as to the facramenl of the altar, he found it not 
in the holy fcripture~ a9d fo he would not anfwer there-
unto. • 

And when the judge put off his cap at the mention of tl,c 
facramcnt, Wmiam tpld him, he reed not revere,,ce that 

m;ittcr 
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matter fo highly. Then he called the judge a bloody man, 
for giving fentence againft him. 

Su thefe fix innocent men were condemned for profeffing 
the trutk, by the futfragan, the archdeacon, Mr, Faucet, and 
Mr. Colliqs, and delivered to the fccular power, who 
h.il:ened th.a:111 to three fiakes, and burned them all together 
in one fire at Canterbury, about the 31ft of Auguft, 1555, 
-where they free! y yielded up their lives as a facrifice • to 
God, in tefiimony of the truth of the gofpel of Chrifi:. : 

One \Villiam Hook, was bl!rned in the city of_ Chichefi:er 
upon the fame account, about the 31ft of Auguft, 1555, 
but the particulars of his examination and condeinnation _,i:re 
not come to h~nd. 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

A GLANCE AT THE HOL,Y LAND. 

c, What are the earth's wide kingdoms elfe, but mighty hills ,,(prey ? 

&; The hills on whic~ JE.HOV.'\H dwells, are glorious more than ihey ! •• • 

WATTS.i -----
AMONGST the various countries, ren9wneq in a-ncient 

, or modern times, a [mall Tract in the bofom of the northern 
hem if phere claims the highe{!: rank. ' This favour-ed d'iflricl: 
is emphatically called the " Holy Land," becaufe, ,that by 
God's fpecial choice, it was made the fcene of holy acfions, 
and the abode of holy men. It has however, in various 

• ao-es, and on divers accounts, borne different names. When 
c~nfidered as the habitation of the Canaanites, it is called the 
Land of Canaan; from the name of the an<;efl:or of that 
people, a grandfon of Noah.• From it's being promifed to 
Abraham, it is fometim,es fiyled ''iht Land of Promife·:' t and 
when the remarkable fulfilment of this prophecy took place, 

-and, the defcendants of Abraharr. obtained pofleffion of the , 
. promifed land, it affumed the -moil: ufual denomination of 

' ~i 

• Gen, xiii. 5. and x, 1, 6.--t llcb, xi, g. 
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it\ inhabitants, and was called "77,t lllnd of lfrael."• The 
G.reek and Roman hi/1:orians generally call it Pale/tine, from 
~he. Philifiincs, who inhabited the fea coa/1:. 

The Holy Land, according to the mo/1: accurate account 
of it'Mlimenfrons, extends about 200 miles along tpe eai!en1 
coaft of the Mediterranean fea ; reaching from Gaza oA the 

1 confines of Arabia Petra fouthward, to Sidon, under the 
mountains of Lebanon northward. It's breadth in the 
north is little more than 30 miles, but .in the middl~ and 
fouthern parts, if we include the country beyond Jor<lan, it is 
more than three times that number. It is 'bounded on the 
eait and fouth by Arabia, on the north by Lebanon, and 0.rl 
the well- by the Mediterranean fea,t . . 

PaLefi-ine, fituated near the fouthi:rn edge of the temperate 
Zone, is rieither incommoded by the intenfe heat of .a. Ve.ftical 
fun, nor the extreme cold of a polar fky. The longeft day 
there being about 1-4- hours, and the lhortefl: about ten: it is 
in a great degree a {hanger to the great <lifference of Cea­
fons which we experience; The air therefore is more falu­
brious, the foir more productive, and the inhabitants mon: 
numerous.. In the reign of David, when this country. \\"35 

riling to the zenith of it's glory, ifrontaihed 1 ,570;000 fight­
ing men, befides the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, the o1~ 
men incapable of bearing arrns; the women, chi!dreo .and 
ih.:ngers. :t And while the land fupported all it's inhabi-

tants, 

* See the origi.n of this number, Gen. xxxii. 28 •. 

·t The dimenlions o_f t.he Holy Land are fbted differentTr 
by geographers: and' when we confider how often it's boun­
.daries have been'~ltered, we need not wonder at the difference. 
Dr. Wells fa1d it extended from 31 t~ 34 degrees N. lat, and 
from 34 to 37 degrees E. Ion. in the fouther,n patt: but in the 
nonhern only from 36Q 35" to 37° 451' E. Ion. Dr. \,Vhitbt 
fays it is 160 milei; long, and 50 broad. Mr. Sandys fiates it 
at 140 miles in length and 50 in breadth-(See Sandys Travel£, 
p, 110.) It is probable, however, that Whitby and S;1ndys. 
only intend the country between Jordan a~d the fea. 

+ 1 Chion. ~xi. 5. " From the accounts we have of Juda 
i11. the time of Tiq.i~, which are to be elteemed tolerably aoc:u-· 
rate, th.at country 11;1ull: have contained four millions of inha­
bitants: but at prefent there· are n'ot perhaps above three 
thou(and. If we go fart:ier bac;k into antiquity we fhall 6r.d 
t4e,far-.. e pnptiloufndi. among the· Phililline,1 the Pha:nician;, 
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it was able alfo -t_o (upply the w_a!lts of other nations. For 
Jiolorno11 when bu1ldmg his magmhcent temple gave annually 
to Hiram king of Tyre, ln exchange for cedars and firs, 
-20,000 meafures of wheat, and io mealures of pure oil.* 0 
happy Canaan! emblem of the heavenly world, how fruitful 
thy mountain~, how rich thy vallies ! So numerous thy vines, 
that thy inhabitants might walh their garments in wine, aud 
their clothes in the blood of grapes.t A land, who(e ftones 
were iron, and out of whofe hills they might dig brafs.t But 
ah! how changed! How fallen! Where are now thy popu­
lous and ftrong cities which retarded the progrefs of conquer-

1
_ 

ing kings? Blended in common ruin are their maffy walls 
:ind fplendid palaces. Tyranny has broken down -all thy 
bulwarks. Rapine and indolence, fuperllition and infidelity, -
have ufurped thy moll facred edifices, and fpread ignorance 
and devafiation over tny moll fertile plains. 

If the viciffitudes of profperity and adverfity and the re­
volutions of governments, deferV'e the confideration of chrif­
~ans, and, by proving the infl:ability of earthly enjoyments,,_ 

- tend 

and in the kingdoms of Samaria and Damafcus. It is true 
mat fomc writers, rcafoning from what they fee in Europe, have­
called in quefiion thefe facts; but the comparifons on which 
1hey build are erroneous! firfi, becaufe the lands of Alia, in 
eeneral, are more fertile than thofe of Europe; fei:ondly, becaufe 
il part of thefe lands are capable of being cultivated, and in fact 
are cultivated, withou~ lying fallow or_ requiri_ng manure; 
thirdly, becaufe the orientals confume one half lefs for their 
fubfificnce than the inhabitants of the wefiern world in ge:i-e­
nl; for all which reafons it appears, that a territory of lefs 
extent may contain double and treble the population." "And 
v.-iLhout appealing to the pofitive tellimony of hi{tory, there 
are innumerable monuments which depofe in favour of the fact. 
The prodigious quantities of ruins difperfed over the plains and 
even in the mountains, at this day deferted, p'rove they were 
;anciently bett~r cultivated,and confcquently much more popu• 
lous than in our days." (Volneys Travels, vol. 2d p. 366, 
367,368.) So rational a defence of the authenticity ot the -
lcnpture hifiory, Ly the g1 cat apoll:le· of infidelity hi~fel f', 
ought not to be overlooked; efpecially when we recollect that 
th_e author fpent the years 1783, 17_84,_ a?d 1785, in thefe co•~n­
tnc.., wuh the exprefs dellgn of gammg an accurat<t know­
ledge oftheir natur.il and political frate, &c. 

4 , Kings, v .. 101 1 1,---+ Gen. xlix~ 11.-LDc1.tt: viii. 9;, 
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tend ta wean our affections from this bewitching world, con..; 
templates the land of Ifrael. View the terrible defhucl:ion 
of the Canaanitcs; the cities blazing wrth fire; the delicate 
female and the helplefs infant_ expiring together under the 
hand of Divine vengeance. Behold, in following ages, con­
fpiracy defeated by treachery, and the felf-created _monarch 
fall a vicl:im to popular rage.• Ohferve the dreadful effects 
of Divine indi(7riatio·n, again!l: the re·peate'd rebeHions of his 
chofen nation. 

0 
How, often did he bow th'eir nech to the· 

yoke of infulting tyrants, and lead his beloved capti,•e into 
ftrange l."J.nds : and though the compaffioh of the Shepherd 
of lfr~el, for a long time, (pared his re'pcnting people, yet 
their incorrigible oJfi:inacy, and determine'& infidelity, pro­
voked him at length utter! y to expel them fro:n the Holy 
Land, ar1d difperfe them among the heathen nations. H:::re 
let us paufe and conlidcr a mo1nent, the _caufe of all thefe 
dreadful calamities. Sin, tha'f enchanting forcerefs, who' 
leads the thoughtlefs thoufands _of m_ankind p~ecipitate on 
inevitable de!l:ruction, produced all this accumulated miferv. 
It was becaufe the iniquity of the Canaanites was full, th~t 
the Lord defiroyed them before his people lfrael ;t it was 
becaufe his people lfrael obeyed not the • words of his law, 
that he made their plagues, and the plagu~s of their feed 
wonderful :t and it was becaufe of unbelief t~at he at lafr 
utterly cafi chem off.§ Let us take warning by thefe 
awful indications of the hatr.:d of God againft fin, and 
avoid her fatal fnares, Jell: we alfo likewife periih.11 

If battles and blood!hed render a country famous, none· 
c!in equal the land of Canaan. Torrents upon torrents of 
human blood have delu_ged t_hefe plains1 from the earldl: 
period to the prefent day. The fidl- battle recorded in 
either fucred or profane hi/l:ory, was foug~t i11 the fo th-eaH: 
corner of it, in the vale of Siddim.• Adonibezek, a king of 
the Canaanites had waged fo many wars, that he: reckoned 
threefcore and ten captive kings as the fruits of his con­
que!ls.t Jofhua, the valiant leader of the armies of Ifrael, 
it1 the cdur!e of a few years, almofl: extirpated the whole 
people of the Canaanites. The Syriam, Philiilint>s, BJh_v­
)onians, and other furrounding nati_ons, m;;idc: drcaJfu! h.1voc 
1n this land, in lnllances too numerous to m~ntion. lnrcninc 
commotions have, from tirne to time, ddro) 1.:d thoufarnfr, 

V oL. I.iJ. ' Q_ • The 

• 1 Kings _xvi. 8-23.~t Gen. xv, !6.----i Dct1t. xxviii. 
58. 9:--§ Rom . .x,. 20.--il Luk:e xiii, 3 .. 5, lleb. iv. l, 

~ G,:n. XIV. a----+ Judg. i. 7· 
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The Syro-Ma~donian kings in the time of the MaccabeeSy 
;md Herod the Great, affilled by the Romans, largely con­
tributed to incre.i.fe the vall: Hreams of human blood, 
which thefc fields had aheady drunk. Since our Saviour1s 
humihation, what abominations of defolation have disfigured 
this once beautiful land. One million, one hundred thoi7fand, 
fell a prey. to the fword and famine in the ddhucl:ion, o( 
Jerufalcm, by Titus.* Upori the rebellion· 'raifed by 
Barchochehas, under the Emperor Hadrian, . fifty firong 
holds, and nine hundred and eighty-five towns we1:e cjefiroyed, 
and five hundred and ei6htr. thoufand men flain, t _ 

Tile abfurd attempts of European princes to pn?pagate 
Chrifiianiiy by tire and fvvord, in thofe fatal expeditions, the 
crufadcs, renewed the fcen~s of flaughter and defolation ;s 
untll the vill:ories oCS.iladin terminated their wi,cked enter­
prifes, and drove ttem out of the. Ho! y Land. .Recent oc­
currences have recalled the attention of mankind to this in-. 
terefi:ing fpot: arid if the invafio1_1 ~f Egypt by Buonaparte; 
ihould prove the preHJde to the ba~tle of Armageddon,t yve 
have reafon to expecl: that fcenes of carnage and bloodJl:ilf 
111ore horrible, will yet defolate this devoted counti-y. 

Though the Land of Canaan be notorio.us for the horrors 
of war, yet it is fl:ill more jufily celebrated for glories of a. 
milder and fuperior nature. Separated by the Almighty. 
from the oth~r nations of the earth, not fo much by moian­
tains, fr3.s, and defarts, as by dill:inguifhing rites, and fhill: 
laws and ordinances, it mai_utaimed for a long time a, delig~t­
ful intercourfe with the 1kies,' To this land. the amba1Tadors 
of heaven were frequently difpatched with the. me!fages. of 
peace. Here angels converfed with men, ,!nd here God 
revealed the counfels of his wifdom i:o his fervants. the pro­
phets. Here the glorious· Shechinah, the vifible manifeftatioq 
of the divine prefence, was gra11ted to his worfhipping peoply .. 
But aH the difcovd'ies of preceding ages, all the g~andeur of 
Mofaic difpe,ilation, were eclipfed by the preft:nce of. the 
Son of God, who, though the brightnefs of his Father's 
glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon, condefcended to 
fojourn in this highly favoured land. If a country be· famous 
for giving birth to a philofopher or poet, fore giving birth 
t I a Saviour lliluft raife the glory of the Holy Land above 
2.11 competition. • 

• Jofeph de Beil. Jud. Lib. vii. cap, 16, 
t Sandy's Travels, p. 113, 

+ Rev, :.::vi. 16. 

Though 
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Though fcripture and reafon forbid us to efl:eem one 
place holier than another, yec an attentive corytem~lation 
of the topography of the Holy Land, is naturally adapted_ 
to fuggefl: ufcful information, and i11fpire devotion. Cm you 
pafs by Mount Calvary, and not !hed a tear for the fufferings 
which your blelfed Saviour underwent there, on y,)Ur behalf? 
Can you in imagination accompany the wanderings of the 
great Redeemer, behold the pfaccs where his mighty power 
was difplayed, where the lame man leapt like a hare, and 
the tongue of the dumb ixultcd in ·praife, and not feel 
a fhonger fenfe of the fovereignty and grace of that Im­
manuel, whom we adore? Oo-,s not your heart burn within 
you at the fight of M·ount Tabor, and the -rivir Jordon, 
wJ1ere the concurl'il1g ikies confi1·m our faith in the divinity 
and miflion of God's dear Son? • 

The plan of this _Elfay forbids enlargement, but had I 
abilities and leifure it would be a pleating taik, _ to intrnduce 
the attentive _reader to a 1nore particular acquaintai,ce w1th 
the moft memorable pl_aces of the Holy Land. Shoulci this, 
however,, never be in my power, I hope this im.pcrfect 
Glance will fl:imulate fame abler pen to open to us a more 
diflincl: and coinprehenfive vi~-w. • . · 

• KERUX .• 
DerPJ, Feb. 13,,1800. 

·s CRAP II. 
_Acl:s xvii; 17. "Therefore difputed he in tbe fynagogue 

with the Jews, and with the devout perfons, and fn the 
market daily, with them th.at me.t with him.'' 

THE_ reader will pleafe to note from the preceding 
Scrap, on vcrfe 16. p. 2-2. the {l:rong emotions that w.erc 
raifed in the apofrle's breafl: on. beholding the.iqolatry of the 
city. 

Here we obferve the method which Paul took, to convince 
them if poffible, of their error. Not fines, prifons, tortures, 
and death: no; this was not in his power, had it been .his 
wifh; for here he fl:ood, as to himfelf, a feeble, unarmed jn­
djvidua!. No fecular arm to defend him; but rather all 
againfl: him. 

-In th:s £late, he begins,·firfl:, to aifpute with the.Jews, and 
devout perfons in the lynagogue. 

And lecondly, in the public market, daily, with fuch as he 
met with there. -

Q2 J. Paul 



SERMONS AND ESSAY!§. 

I. Paul difputrd, or reafoncd with the Jews _and de:vout 
pcrfons i!l the fynagogue. The fyna~og4e was a place or 
houfe where the Jews ufually met to worlhip God, and to 
re.id and expound the law and ihe proph~cies. There were 
proper rule_rs or offl.cers appointed· for the fyna~ogue wor­
fhip; yet this was not fo fl:ricl: but that other_s inight occa­
fionally addrels the 'people. Acts xiii. l5, So our Lord 
J efusChrHl taught in a fynagogue in Galilee, ~ujc.e·i v. H:......20 .. 
which I requefr the _reader very attentively to confujt. Alfo 
Paul, in the fynagogue at Antioch, Acls xiii. 14. where, fee 
that wife and fl:riking difcourfe deliverei:I there; and the 
yery_,great advantage. of hiftoric;ii ~nowledge, efpeci~ljy 
knowkdge of facred h1fl:ory. • 

But here Paul ventures a fl:ep further, he does not feem to 
y.rait for an invitation, but p(,rhaps intrudes himfelf upon them 
unfolicited, and then difputes ·or difcourfes with them, r~f­
peB:ing the truths of the gofpel. 
• Paul engages with tpefe in the fynagogue, where their mofl: 
able, learned and pious men may be fuppofed to alfemble. 
He did not make a feeble, dafl:ardl y atta1=k on a few of 
the illiterate, in an oblcure corner, but on the moll: piqus 
and lcamei:1 of the people, in this learned city, an,d in the 
Jewi!'.h fynagogue too: fee, reader, the open, the bol!=!, the 
noble methods which chrifiianity takes to efiahlilh itfelf in 
the world. Ah! how lamentable, that fa.good a caufe, in 
fuch good hands, and fo well managed, did uot i11;1mediately 
bear down all before it ! But alas ! alas ! how fin blinds and 
ilupifies the human heart ! 
, All this djd not fu~ce, but he ventured, 

II. To attack them, and expofi: himfelf in their nprket 
too, and that daily. Here he was liable to meet with per­
fons, of ne:!rly all the different i:lalfes into whu:h hurran 
nature is divided. The old and the young, whofe rooted 
prejudices, or fiery. zeal might make them objecl:s of his 
infirucl:on. The rich and the poor, whofe fouls were in 
equal danger, and who all fl:ood in need of infl-rucl:ion. The 
lt:arned and the ignorant? who were alike carried away with 
the to:rents of idolatry; anp other errors, towards the bot­
tomlefs and ever burning gulf of perdition. The violent 
anrl the gentle, who might menace deftrucl:ion from their 
very countenances, or Jiiten with child-like fimplicity and 
becoming attention, to VI hat might follow from his zealous 
heart, and fall from his inilructive lips. But what a man 
ought Paul to be; to engage itl fo arduous a work as this, 
ai:d thus voluntarily to lay himfdf open to all the infults 

and 
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and fuffcrings which ignorance, prejudice, and cruelty might 
call upon him, of which he had been an eye-whnefs, 
and to which he had been fo keen an in!l:igator. But 
now he fl,1nds forward • with an ardent zeal, and f;icrcd 
boldnefs, encouraged, no doubt, by the fortitude with 
which he had feen the faints of God fuffer-invigorated 
by that firmnels with which the gofpel of Chrifi infpirei 
thofe who experience it's power-illuminated by the Holy 
Ghofl:-and, fired with love divine, to peri{hing /inners 
he rulhes into the places of mofl: pub!'.c rcfort, and the 
~reets of Athens ring with founds unheard before, even 
the arguments for that divine! y atteficd difpenfation of 
grace, the gofpel of our . glorious yet condcfcending 3ud 
bleeding Redeemer. 

SMATTEREll. 

Feb. 7, • 1800. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To the Editor of the General Baptijl Magazine. 

D_£AR SIR, 

01':l'E of your Correfpondents, T. J. at p. 517, vo1. ii. 
c)f your ,Magazine, profeffes a defire of aff explicatiori o( 
1 Cor .. iii .. 12-15 inclufive, and particularly ver. 15. The 
following pages contain fomething, with the Divine bleffing, 
~fan attempt to give the fcnfe of thofe verfes: but, if, 
:when you have read them, you lhall conclude them unfit, 
you may throw them by among the rubbi(h. If you approv.: 
the attempt as I lerable, you are ddired to mlt:!t them as 
foon as conveniept. . ' 

• • • Witb all deference, your's, 
J. T. 

1. The {fate of the writer, and, cfpecially, if he be in a 
dignified fiation, it is generally allowed, adds emphafis and 
force to the writing. This remark fuggeHed itJdf to my 
mind, from a foregoing verfe under my eye,---" As a wile 
mafl:er-builder, I have l.1id the foundation, and another m:m 
buildeth thereon; but let ev~i:y man take het:d how h.:. 
buildeth thereufon.'' This deman<ls the atte.ition of a!\ 
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chriltians, and efpccially of all minillers of the divine 
word. 

2. This foundation is (vcr. 11.) the Lord Jcfus Chriil, 
,., For other foundation can no tnan lay, than that is laid, 
which is J efus Chrifi." This bleffed, glorious perfonage 
is the only Saviour of poor undone finners; the only prop to 
bear up the otherwife defpairing rnind, and to prevent the 
poor foul from finking into endlefs mifery ! no finner can try 
any other with fafety, nor trufl: any other without harm. No 
preacher can exhibit another before his hearers, but at his 
immediate peril, nor without difgrace to his facred o11ice. In 
fuort, none can lay another without dircll: oppofition to the 
fchemeof infinite wifdom, and a fhameful affront to the God 
of Jove and grace. , , 

3. But in the verfes under confideration now, mu apofile 
is not direcl:ing ~ about the foundatiQn, nor the laying it; 
but about the fuper:JlruBure. In which he feems, fo fuppofe 
that we may lay Chriil: for a foundation, when every thing, 
of dotl:rine and praclice, may-not b~ either honourable to G<'MI, 
or advantageous to us. I fay every thing of doElrine and 
praBice, becaufe I can never fee any fufficient r~fon to con. 
fine the fenfe of the paffage to either the one or the 
other. 

4. Nor is t],ere, I think, any impropriety in applying this 
pailage to both minifiers and private chriftians; -nor any ne­
ceflity to apply it to mini.fters only. It is certain the apoflie is 
not addrefling minifters at all; Jor he is writing to a church; 
_:and to a church not very honourable for regular behaviour, 
and good church difciplirie: but, in many refpeB:s, in both 
thefe, the -co11trary .. It is certain alfo, that, immediately after 
thefe verfes; he direc\ly addrelTes the Corjnthiaris, either as 
individuals,or as a church: "Kno\v ye not that ye are ~he 
temp1eofGod," &c. Whence, I think, we may fafely con­
clude that the paffage has no private or particular interpreta. 
tion, but a- g·eneral one. I think, further, that this remark , 
will be confirmed by the extenfive latitude of the prooominal 
cny, at the beginning of the paffage, "Now, if any man, &t." 
that is any preacher, in his preaching, in his creed, in his 
praclice; any private chri/lian, any of you believers in 
Chrifi at Corinth, or any believ.ers in Chrifl at any other 
place, " build upon this foundation, gold, filver, precious 
f.oncs, wood, hay, fl:ubble; every man's work {hall be 1ed~ 
manifefl, &c." . • 

5· G_old, filvcr, and precious fl:ones, will bear trying, 
Thr.:y will lofe nothing of their re;,.! value, though tried in the 
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fcverdl: manner ; yea, even in the fire. Tf any thing of 
meaner quality, deave to them, that, indeed, will not bear;· 
but will be confumed; yet the real metal will remain both 
in tire and pur.e. So. will it be with tbofe holy dotl:rines and 
holy praclices of the btliever. The ho] y docl:rines are, iR 
their quality, compounded of divine truth, and overlaid and 
orna11,ented with infallibility. Thefe holy prae,ices are au:hen­
ticated with a thus faith the Lord, and have on them the 
image and_ fuperfcription bf the King of Glory. The more 
they,are rubbed or br~_lhed by fair, found, rational argument., 
by ,men, the more bright they will appear; or, if, by being 
·~anied in ~arthen veffels, they may be a little more dim, and 
really fullicd in _ _c:omparif<;in of thofe new fuuck off at the 
mint; or if they are not really uniform i_n brightnefs to the doc­
tr-in.es taught by lmma~uel, and to 'his_ perjeff morality, yet, 
fri]J they a1:e current c~in. The gr~cious Judge and Refiner 
will gently pu.rge off the drofs.; bu.t will preferve of the ref! 
every tittle and every grain, and even the dufl: of the balance; 
and will ·r.ither add ·to "it,' than diminHh any thing from it, 
Matt. xiii .. 12. xxv. 29. Luke viii. I 8. 

Before we make any more :rema'rks' direaly on the pafrage, 
it is, I think of great,' moment to obferve, that we need not 
ex :eel: to find _the moral-meet in ev~ry point exacrl y with the 
allegory, in f uch a fine~ rhetorical pa1fage, _as this is. Our 
divinely infpired Author· was a great. malter in rhetoric. 
This will be genera]Jy allowed. , This_ pafrage is uncommonly 
fine, even-when compared_ with mofr of Paul's other writing(. 
In his writings to the Corinthians, he has excelled what is 
common, perhaps, what is at all, in his other writings. This 
might be deligned by P_aul, and allowed. and encouraged by 
tht hdly fpirit, to,the Corinthians, becaufe they were to wife 
;ind proud, in order to humble them. But the palfage before 
u.s now is, perhaps, among the finef.l: to this fine' people. Con­
fcquently, if common readers can come at the general fe:1fe, it 
will be enough. It will .. not be prudent to be folicitous for 
any thing more th;m that . 
. Vv e uow proceed to make a few more remarks on the re­

maining part of the paffage; hut ftill keeping the above cau­
tion in vi.-;w, We {hall endeavour to give the Jenje of the 
pafi"age, but not pretend to .i..-1y thing more. • 

I. The wood, hay, and fiubble, fe~m to intend,.the infignifi­
<;ant, wcirthlefs, and ufelefs parts. of the work ofa btlicvc:r in 
J cfus : or, that ujelefa lumber, niore generally, of hoth preaching 
and practice, which bring& no glory to God, by arivancing and 
promotiug his interdl: in the world. lt may, perhaps, be too 
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delicate to illullrate and exemplify this; yet, as c,cempliflca .. 
tion is the belt way of illu!hation, we may be allowc<l to' 
ipecify one or two fuppofable cafcs, and the reader will eafily 
multiply many more. , 

Suppofe, then, that, in the fer vice of God, the divine rule 
"Wt:re neglecl:ed, and the fanci·es of men, and hun•1an tradition· 
-were followed, contrary to the plain word, or without it : 
fuppGf..:, particularly, what is called the baptfm of infants, 
fuould be attended to; and if it be unfcriptural and antifcrip ... 
tural, then it mull be reckoned among this comb'ull:ible 
ruhbifo. How much foever be done of it, by whom(oev_e-r it 
be done, if God have not appointed it, if it be not of New 
Tdla:ment authority, all the labour is loft, no good is done 
to religion, no wages are due, and the reward for it all muft 
be loji. Suppofe agai1nhc praclice of organs, or other mafi­
cal inftruments in chrijlian worfhip. I'here might be: mudr 
money expended, much time employed in learning to ufe the! 
inftruments, much more in ufing them, and fometimes alfo 
much pains and Hrength. Now fupp.ofe they be not of New 
Teftament authority, but an innovation • and addition, 
brought in together with other parts of popery, then. this is· 
among the combuftible rubbifu. Thofe who have laid out 
their money never need ex pee\: intereff for it; thofe who 
have laboured ever fo hard, or ever fo long in ufing them, 
never need look for any reward for their labour from God. 
Their work ihall be burnt, and they lhall fuffer lo(s ! 

The fame will apply to preaching, if the apoftle intend 
preaching ~d pracl:ice- both. lt may be applied to both 
the matter and manner of preaching, in a great variety of in .. 
ftances; as unfcriptural d08rines of all.forts, and a method 
and manner unfuitable to the facred work, unfuitable to the 
hearers, unqualified, and fometimes undejigne'd by the preacher, 
to anf wer any everlafl:ing valuable purpofes for religion, or for 
the moral or fpiritual fiate of the hearers. , The reader will 
apply this to particular cafes and method~ for himfelf i qnly 
let him note two things by tl,e way. 1. Not to apply it to 
every unfuccefsful attempt of the preacher, becaufe a minifter 
may bcth defign well and libour well; his matter and method 
may be both very good, and yet not fucceed as he may dcfire, 
The Lord Jefus, and our great mafter-buildcr, Paul, fome 
times preached, and the hea,ers contradil\ed and blafphemed . 
.bnd fom(;'.times therefore the caufe of unfuccefsfulnefs in. 
preaching is in the hearers. " The gofpel is preached, but it' 
does not profit, not being mixed with faith in them that hear 
it!., lfa. xlix. 4. Ae\s xiji, 43-49. H_eb. iv. 2. Let the 
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reader note, on the other hand, that it is not fuppofcd the 
apofl:le here, by wood, hay and il:ubble, means thofe damna­
ble hereiies, dochines of devils, &c. as 2 Pet. ii. I. 1 Tim. 
iv. 1-4. becaufe, if the apoll:le before us, intend preaching 
at all, it is evidently the -preaching of thoft: who do lay Chritt 
for a foundation; as ~o their own eternal fafety ! But he 
feems to tiave a very contrary idea of the preachers who 
bring in damnable herefies and docl:rines of devils. Thefe 
are among the falfe Chrifts; falfe prophets, falfe teachers, 
apoil:ates, belly- gods &c. but the other may be well-m~aning 
men; who, fometimes, through a general unqualifiednefs for 
the facred work, or, becaufe of fome particular ignorance, 
or from Come ·,,tber caure, they have much combuflible 
rubbi!h in their preaching. 

:2. The two Jafl: cautionary remarks, are not only of 
great importance, but will do a good deal towards explain­
ing the 15th verfe. " If any. man's work £hall be burnt, 
he fhall fuffer lofs i but he h1mfelf £hall bi: faved J yet fot 
a~ by fire." The apo/He, by faved, here, evidently means 
that complete and evetlafting falvation, whi~h £hall be the 
ex.erlaflin(J' portion of all be! ievers in J efus ; notwithfl:and~ 
ing all th~ir non-improvement of time and privileges, and 
their lofs, their everlafl:ing lots, occafioned by their r1on­
improvement, and the burning of their rubbifh. 

3. That the . apo!He, htrt, intend! the fixing of the {bte 
of all men for ever feems eYident, bec::iufe he fpeaks of th.e 
day ·,\hen this fball be done in the fame manner, as he and 
other holy writers, in other places fpea:k of the day of judg­
ment. He fpeaks of all in the future time. He fettles one 
point of the future time~ for the _time of trial of the works, by 
the emphatical definitive phrafe, " For the t/ay !hall declare it, 
becaufe it £hall be revealed by fire," 1t is well known t:) 

the attentive readi;rs of the New Terl:ament, that the h;)ly 
writers, often connet\: with the day of j uclgment the definite 
article the, or the demonil:rative that, 2.s Mai. iii. 17. Matt. 
i·ii. 22. 24- 26. •1 Theff. iv. 2. 2 Tim. i .. 12. 18. Th;s they 
do, becaufe of the giorious and awful importan~e of th1t tre­
m.endous day, as if all other days were infi1nificant compareJ 
with that day. In this manner, and for the fame reafon, our 
apoH!e fpeaks here; the day Oiall declare it. 

4. At the end of tllis W,)rld, at the day of jt1dgment, God 
will reward every man accor<li11g to his works. Thus 
he ofcen does through life, in Come degri:e, and in foveral ref• 
pec\s; but, then, he will do it. in a ·more eCp::cial m:!nner. 
Then the children of God flull be rewarded for their gold, 

Vot. UL R filvcr, 



C0RRISPONDBNCE. 

lilv,·;·, a·nd precious fioncs; but for their Wood, hay and! 
ilu\·ble they f1ull receive no reward. They· {hall fulfer lofs 
for rhe(e. • The lofs of all the precious time and labour 
employed in fuch a mean m.inner, and- the lofs of the re­
WJrd which they fhoul·d have had, if they had been better 
employed. 0 may the abrming co,µideration, of this, frir up 
the children of God to more diligence ~nd- adiv-ity in the 
caufc of God, and to be more .acl:ive for his glorv ! 

5. The falvation of the pe,fon is however, aflerted; he 
!hall be Caved.- This is aiie£ted in the fame manner, and the 
fan1e words are ufed, as in other places • where the facred­
writers alfert the falvation of believers. • So, " He that 
believetl1 and is baptized, ilidll be Caved." "Believe on the 
Lord Jdu~ Chrifr and thou thalt be faved." ' To be fayed 
m::an~ to be preferved, or delivered from mifery : tQ be 
d"el1vcrtd from that which we 'feel and experience,. and to­
b~ preferved from that, to which we are expofed. • And 
complete and everlafting fal vation means prefervation from 
hetl for ever. So it evidently means here, "If any man's 
work !hall be burned, he (halt fuffcr the· lofs, but he 
himfelf!hall be faved." The apofrle feems more pointed and. 
decifive than common. No doubt he confiders it, as every 
ferious man will do, a very importaHt affair. It is awfully 
important! For on one hand, there are many, who expect 
a reward for their human tradition~ and. popilh inven­
tions, when they muft have no r.eward, but lols: and, on 
the other band, there may be fome weak and ignorant, but 
fincere both mtniiters a'i1d others ; who,. m fome trying cir­
cumilances, or when death approaches, and they look back, 
examine, and fee how ufelefs their lives have ·heen :, how 
frequent their errors in j-udgment: how weak and un­
ufeful their attempts: they fee much wood, hay al'!d 
ftubble, but hardly any thing'" defirable or·!hining., In foch 
a feafon as thi~, and from fuch difcouraging views as .thefe, 
it would be no wonder if fuch were tempted to defpair of 
falvation at !aft! But to prevent this in regar:d to evft.ry be­
liever in Jefus, how wea)c and ignorant Co-ever, how childilh 
f.J-ever in his pradice and ideas, how ufdefs Co-ever in his­
life, t,> religion and· mankind; he. !hall be Caved: "himfeif" 
fha/1 be Javtd." Himjetf, fays our apoille, !hall be faved, 
to prevent his mind from <ldpair: himfalf lhall be Caved; but 
;10t his rubbiih, fays the:: apofi:le, to prevent all chriHians and 
all preachers fro:11 indulging vain. and uawarrantable ex· 
Jll:cbtions; and to tcKh u~ all the awful nccefiity of keeping 
do'.c to the eterml • rule, in all we believe, in all we tea.eh, 
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«n all we do; and not to carry in our purfosJ or to depofit in 
our cabinets, any thing but what will be owned by the 
Judge of the world, as the current coin rJf his Maj~fty ! 

6. "But he himfelf ilia!! be favcd; yet fo as by fir,." 
This_ is the end of our very fine pa!fa6e ; on w!1ich we remark 
very briefly. Here is a believer in Chrilt, who, it is fu:::­
pofed, has much combu{hble rubbi!h, perhaps but little eife, 
only, he is bvilt on Chrifl:. It is very apparent, from a com­
parifan of the divine ,rules of the New Tcfbmc:nt, with the 
practice of pr0Je(f0rs, fome of w!1om; one would hope, arc 
believers in Cbrill-, that there will be many believers w~o 
will have but very little reguiar, genuine, praclical holincls; 
by which God is glorjfied, religion ornameJ1tcd, an<l mankind 
benefited. This being the cafe, there will be a general co11-
_fomption of moll: of the ~eligious labours, as _wc:il as the 
notioAS and fentimen-ts of fome, at the great day. This 
will be by the fire ; but, whether by the gcnc:ral co11fb,,.ra-

..,.,.,a • f h "' tion, or by the 11am1ng eyes o t e i;:tcrn.al Judge, it is not 
our bufinef~ no::v t~ ·examine; perhaps, more probably, by 
the latter.· "For his eyes a~ as a flame of fire." Rev. i. 
14. "Sp as !Jy }re." The fine figurative fiyk is conti­
nued; and the: paffdge ends uncommonly fine, :rnd. terribly 
grand ! The 'iclea _is evicfentl y bot_row~dJrom the fhte ai1d 
method of a ma11, 111,a houfe on fire·: h1s'go,lds confumed, he 
flies away as he 1=;i.o. By fire, that is, the raging of the fire, 
in his burning houfe, drives him awav to {h~Iter where· he 
can: fo that he is faved by the fire. Somcthi:rg like this will 
be the ca[e with fame be1i~vers at the great day ; fonhougb 
they have much of their Jlufl that will be t;:011fumed, yet Jhq 
fhall find mercy with the Lord then! 

Feh. 8, 1800. 

A LETTER FR,OM A YOUNG PROFf:SSOR Of CHRIST, 
TO HIS FRIENDS IN THE LORD, 

IT is, I believe, my young friends and brethren, in ·the 
L_ord Jefus Chrifl:, a L1mentahle confideration to the pious 
and ingenuous mind, a d1fhonou1 to our God, and th.1t bkff1.:d 
caufe of our Redeemer, in which we are embarked, and 
hurtful to our own foul's peace, th:it fo (llUCh carnality and 
indifference is obfc:r\'able in us; and fuch a conformity to 
this prdent evil worldi manifell:ccl by u~. 0 that we ~.11 
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who name the Name, and profofs the religion of J elus 
Chriit, may depart from iniquity; neither be conformed to 
this world: but rather may we be transformed by the renew­
ing of our minds, that we may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfecl: will of God. What a fweet and 
gentle admonition is this ; " be not conform~d to this 
world,'' that is, lhape not yourfelves into the likenefs of the 
fafriions of this world, neither comply with the folicitations 
of it's degenerate croud, whofe aim, yea, anr.l whofe game 
alfo it is, to draw you afide from the path of duty, and lead 
your fouls afiray from your God. Youth, we daily expe­
rience, is expofed to many temptations, and is liable to 
many defecl:s. But wh;:i,t faith David, that eminent faint of 
God ? " Wherewithal £hall a young man deanfe his way f 
l3y taking heed thereto according to thy worcl ;" and again~ • 
he faith," Thy word is as a lamp unto my feet, and a light. 
unto my path." Let us endeavour then to treafure up this 
precious word of God in our hearts,• that we may not fin 
againfi him : for we know by unhappy experience, that 
when our fouls are barren of the word of God, the Jove of 
God i~ a meafure is gone, a11d the avenues of our fenfei 
lie open to every infinuation of our fpiritual enemy. \Ve 
had need to be ( my young friends) on our watch tower 
continually, to obferve the motion of every furrounding 
foe. We have many enemies to encounter; but there are 
three in particular, who are announced the three graud 
enemies of the chrifiian fol!I], n,lmely, the world, the flelh, 
and tqe devil. The world is ever alluring, an<l enticing 
us; to partake of it's -0ainties, and -promifing us much hap­
pinefs in the purfuit of it's pleafures. But ah ! where is it? 
In what doth it confifi? Have we not ·already proved it'~ 
promifes to be mere phantomi;~ and it's pleafures all delufion? 
0 then, let us hearken to the counfel of our God, and lend 
a willing ear apd an obedient t;ar, to the direcl:ions of our 
Redeemer; which caution us againft being friends, or 
lovers of 1he world. The Heth alfo is another grand enemy 
of the foul; and methinks, a far wo1 fr than the former; 
for one villian in the houfe may do more mikhief than twent_y 
out of doors. The fle1h is li~e an enemy within; and 1f 
n::,t narrowly watched, will certainly get the advantage. 
It is ever lufting againfi the fpirit; and if no~ held in by 
the reins of grace, will lead us into fins perhaps of the 
blackeft die. Then let us not yieid to the flelb, to fulnl the 
de!ires thereof. But O let us often be at the throne of 
grace for affiftance, tha~ we may through grace, and the fpirit 
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ef life in Chrifi: Jcfus, given unto us, be enabled to mortify 
the deeds of the body, and deny thofe vouthful lulls which 
war againfl: the foul.. "Let us lay afidc every wei~ht, and 
the fin which doth fo ea lily befot us, and. let us run with 
patience the race that is fot before u,, looking unto Jefus 
the author and finither of o~r f<.1ith ; who, for the joy that 
was fet before him, endurtd the crofs, d {piling the lhame9 

a11d is fat down at the right hand of the throne of God." Lc.-t 
us not only take a tranfient view of him, but fieadily ol:­
ferve his conduct in all his trialo, temptations, and fuffer­
ings, and fee with what patience and rc11gnation he bore them 
all ; and let us endeavour to copy after his example. But 
the devil alfq is another imrlacable enemy of our fouls. 0 
bow fhall we, who have had but thort • experience, and arc 
fo little fkilled in the art of wa,·, efcape the rage ar.d the 
paw of that wily adverfary, who go~s about like a roaring 
lion, feeking whom he may dP.vour? 0 let us take ·to our­
felves the fhield of faith, yea, let us put on the whole armour 
of God, that we 'may be able to fl:and againfl: the wiles of 
that infernal foe: for who knows the {l:ratagems he makes· 
11fe of, in order to [educ~ the fouls of the young, and enfnare 
their unwary feet? efpecially thofe who have quitted his 
fervice, and entered the lifl.s 'againfl: him ? 0 my young 
friends, let us i::ndeavmir 'always fo make the Lord our refuge 
:and fortrefs, aod·he will deliver us from the fnareofthe fow-. 
)er; he, and . he alone, is abic to difap~1:iint all the diahnlical' 
fchemes of that fubtle adverfary. Trull then in the Lord' 
for ever, for in the Lord- J:r.oval1 is cvcrbtting fi:rength~ 
Let us alfo walk • in him, rooted and built up in him, that' 
we may be more and more efiablithed in the faith wher.ein 
we have been taught, abounding therein with than:,fgiving. 
And let us alfo endeavo.ur to. w.:lk more worthy of that 
vocation .to which we are callt:d, that we may adorn the 
doctrine of our blefled Lord and SJviour in ,;II tlJings. Let 
the peace of God rule in ycur hearts, and the • word of 
Chri{t dwell in you richiy, in all wifdon1 and fpirituJI 
underfl:anding; teaching and ad,nonifhi11g one anothc!· in 
pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritu:il fo,1gs, finging with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord ; and walk in wifdom towards thtin 
that are without, redeeming the time becaul't: the days a, e 
evil. Let your fpeech be .ilways with grace fe;doncd with 
falt, that it may adminifl:er grace to the hearer, and thJt ye 
may know how you ought to· anfwer every man. If poffiblc:, 
my young friepds, let us give n(\ offence to any, but order 
our walk and converf~tion tn all things1 as b(;conicth th~ 
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gofpel of Chrifl; in fo doing we fball be enab1fd to fight the 
good fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life ; and to be 
valiant for the truth upon the earth, And 1hould our time 
here be fbort, or long, with final perfeverance, we fball 
bring much glory to· the name of the Captain of our falvation. 
And, oh! what will then be our reward r a crown of righte­
oufocfs that fadeth not away, and a kingdom of immortality. 
and confummatefelicity. 0 what an inducement, myfric11ds1 

to perfevere ! may the Lord enable us, 
Is the lincere prayer of your brother in love, 
Your companion and friend, to tbc regions above. , 

Yo the Edit,r if the General Baptifl Magazine. 

SIR, 
l HA V_E two favours_ to requdl: o~ y~u concerr:ii_ng pr:1.yer ~ 

if you think well to give your op1111on of th~m : one is, 
whether our Lord J efus Chrill wifued for aH thofe who 
worfbippe~ God, ~o fall oi:i their knees when !liey are engaged 
in prayer m public worfb1p? • 

The other is, if fl:anding be fcriptural in that folemn part 
of worihip; particularly in public, have any congregation, or. 
any individual, an_y ju~ ~round from the Scripture for turning 
their backs on their m1mftcr r 

If there be no Scripture for that form, would it not be 
better and more pleafing to the Moft High if his people woul_d 
quite refrain from that practice? I multconfefs it has grieved 
me feveral times when I have been where this mode has been 
uTed. _. Therefore, I hope, you will fay fomething on that 
fubjelt, and yo11 will much oblige, 

Y our's, &c. . , 
A. z., 

7'o the Editor of the General Baptifl Magazine. 

SIR, 
lN Luke xi. 2, our Lnrd when he is inll-rucl:ing his 

difciples how to pray, bids them fay what is commonly calkd 
the Lord's prayer. If you or fome of your correfpondents 
will g:ve your thoughts on that fubj~'l, it will be very accep­
table to a reader of your valµable Magazine, which I mn 
de!irous to know: did our Lord intend that his difciples 
fhould always ufe this prayer, _or was it only intended that 
they fbould pray after that manner, as frems to be hinted, 
r.latt. vi. 9? 0. O. 

To 
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To the Editor of the Grnrral Baptijl MagaziM, 
S1R,. 
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YOUR correfpondent J. T. has, h:onfefs, given me great 
fatisfaction with refpecl: to fanctification, when we are fam:­
tified, and our freedom from inbred corruption. Yet I hope 
he will excufe me if 1 requell: him to-give his thoughts on the 
perfellion m~ntioned in Scripture when applied to believers in 
Chrill:. I wilh he would condefcend to explain that, and I 
would put my queries in the fame 1.1rder as before, viz. What 
is meant by perfection., when are believers perfect, and if 
perfect in this life, do they, in_ that fiate, always feel thcir 
minds alive to God, and their evidence bright for eternal 
glory ?-:-An anfwer to the above will be very thankfully re­
ceived by a reader of your Magazine. 

A. D; 

' 
'f'o the Editor-of the General Baptijl Magazine. 

Srn, 
As I was one day taking a retrofpecl'ive view over your Magll­

zine, I fawin No. x.xii. page 413, a>-query from your cor­
n:fpondent T. J. which I thought deferved fame attentio11. 
It was the following feeming oppofitions in Scripture, viz. 
Heb. chap. i. ver. 8. and the firfi of the Corinthians, chap. 
xv. ver. 24. and alfo ver. • 28,;...;.. The following endeavour 
to reconcile the feeming oppofitions is at your ferv-ice. 

I am·your's,_ &i;. 

T. E. 

IT would be highly impious to imagine that the Almighty, 
who is immutable, !hou!.d ever contrai!icl: himfelf.. No, we 
mufl- attri-bute thofe apparent cldhings to -Qur own fiupidity, 
and our 11,_ot difct;ming aright. 

fo the above chapter to the Hebrews, the Father addreffes 
the Son-as to his godhead,. in which h:: is equ,1! to the Father, 
froin aH eternity, "for by him ( in trinity anl1 unity) were the 
worlds made." But in the xvth of the Corinthians, ver .. 24 
and 28. Paul fpeaks ofChri!1: as being joined to our nature, in 
which he is i:nfet:ior to the Father, and fubjecl: unto him, that 
God may be aH in all; who, with the Son and holy Spir1t, 
will ever remain. All goodnefs, all loving kindnefs, all 
i:nercy, and all power are in him, to fave all thofe who come 
unto him, from the wiles of Satan, and from the fuggdlions 
of our 9w11 deceitful hearts; which, without the interpofition 
Qf the fpirit is defperatel y wicked above all thing,. r, 
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'io the Ed;tor of the General Baptifl 114agaz.;11t. 
S1R, 

I THINK there is too much indifi'erence, or too little re­
gard paid by your learned correfpondents· to thofe of an infe­
rior capacity, who have wanted information on difficult pal­
f.ages of holy writ, which have {food long unnoticed in your 
M~zine; but perhaps to fome they ,may appear plain, and 
nc:m no illuthation; yet if thc-fe that fent them had under~ 
:flood them, they would not .have been in your Mi[cellany. 
Therefore l hope, brethren, you who .are able, and have 
2bility, will exert yourfdves in the promotion of truth and 
knowledge among your ignorant friends, one- of whi~h is 

Your humble fervant, 
T. E. 

~ the Editor if the G,neral Baptifl Magazine .. 

SIR, ' 
If you think the following extracl: of a letter from a pious 

woman be worthy: of a place in your Magazine, the infer• 
tion of it, when convenient, .will oblige 

A CONSTANT READER, 

DEAR SIi., 

I RECEIVED your kind letter, with the minutes of the 
Alfeci~tion at Halifax, in Yorkfuire, for which I beg you 
will accept my-thanks. With refpeB: .to the minutes, I have to 
obferi/e, that Mr. D. Taylor's letter to the churches, on the 
evidences of regeneration, pleafed me much. But there 
feems a general complaint of the want of. the true fpirit and 
power ofreligion amongft the churches, which is, as ybu ob· 
ferve, too prevalent every where, I thank you for your 
kind caution with ref peel: to myfelf, it is highly n@ceffary., for 
we cannot too carefully watch over our decei t(ul hearts, that 
are fo apt to be taken with the things of time, _inftead of thofe 
of eternity. It is, indeed, my defirc; and pray~r that the holy 
fpirit may wo:rk in me both to will and to do that which is 
right, for of myfdf I can do nothing. 

The Lord is great, and of great goodnefs; and {pares 
wbeJl we deferve punifhment: ot~erwife I fhould have long 
fince been cut off for my tranfgreffions, and the little pro .. 
grefs I have made in the divine life, notwithtl:andi,ng all the. 
advantages I enjoy. 

It ismy prayer, that I may be daily made more fenfible 
•f my own poverty, and of the riches which are .treafured 

up 
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up in J efus for all poor needy finners. A fenfe and fight 
of what he has dot1e and fuffcrcd, encourages me to hope, chat 
he will not deny thofowho frck him, any thing which_ i-s, 
good forth-em. What a mercy it is, that we are not'c~;; 
manded to work out our owu falvation, wiriwut the pri~ 
mite, that God will work in us both to will ;md to do of hi~. 
good pleafure. . . . _ . 

And his blelfed-word infs>rms us, that he willeth all men to 
be faved, and to -come to the knowlt:dge of the-truth; ther~­
fore we iliall be without cxcufe, if we nt:gl"cl: to feek: him 
whil{l: he may be found. May the Lord. fhed abroad his 
love more and more into your heart, and gi vc: you firengtn 
both of body and mind, to enable you to perform the arduous 
and important undertaking you are engaged ih ! 

So prays your obliged friend, &c. 
• *•***~ 

Londo,z, Nov. 30, 1798. 

M E D I T A/T .I O N $. 
I 

• 
' 

THERE are indeed, many contemplations and m~<fitations, 
in which a devout mind feels.., wonderful fatisfacl:icm·; but 
never can it a·ttain to that f,veet tranquillity "and de!iglit,: as 
when it meditates alone, on the-love of ies beloved Lord and 
Saviour; and cont6mplates thofe'pur_e· joys which flow frpm 
God's right hand. How'tranlporting ·a-re thofc frcret plca­
fures - which overflow the hearts -of the Lord;s be!oJed, who 
love, and feek, and defirc to know nothin$ but Thee, their 
only treafure ! Happy are· they who h:ive no qther hope: 
happy, whofe confiant err\pl_oyrrient is 'p?a~ing to, an<l corf­
verfing with thee : happy, w_hofe (ulitud; is fpent iIJ aw.ful 
filence, and heaven! y raptures, and conll:ant watchfulne'fs over 
thernfelves: happy, who even,_ whil~. in this frail. 15ody,· an­
ticipate, fo far as their condition ~vill allow, the ineffable 
fweetnefs of their future glc:iry'!--While o_'..lr-;thoughts are 
occupied with fuch meditations,- and potlelfed of that h:ippy 
frame pf mind which they undoubtedly will s:xcite, we are 
ready to cry out with rapture in the languag<,: of hul y 
David," My foul thirfleth for God, the living God, when 
lhall I come and appear before God." Pfal. xiii. 2. 0 foun:.. 
tain of life, whe1\ lhall I· approach thee, when lb ·11 I have 

Voi.. lll, S . travel_ 
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travelled through this dry, and dcfolate wilgerneis, in whrch 
there is no way; that my foul may be fatisiled with, the 
plenteoufnefs of thy mercy 1 Behold, 0 Lord, I thirfi, tl1ou 
art the fweet well of life ; 0 quench my thirfl, ye~, after 
the " living God do l thirtt," 0 fuffer me to drink of thy 
plcafure, and haften that day of praife and thankfgiving; 
that day which thou, 0 Lor~, hafl: made, that I may rejoice 
and be glad in it. Pfal. cxviii. 22. 0 glorious pay! whofe 
fon never declines, in which I fhall hear that tra,nfporting 
fentence, "eni!lr thou into the joy of thy Lord." 0 
ble!Ted fiat~; 0 kingdom eyerlall-ing, where the fouls of the. 
faints are in peace and felicity, where "eternal rejoicing i, 
µpan every head, and farrow and fighing flee away." lfa. 
xxxv. 10. When: they reign with thee their beloved Lord, 
and "deck themfelves with light as with a g11rment." Pfal • 
.civ. 2. And th9u makefl: them _glad with the joy of thy 
countenance. Pfal. xxi. 91. Their beauty is ev~r bloom­
ing, and they flourifh in immortal youth; their pleafures 
have no abatement, their love is ever fervent ; for thou 0 
Lord, art their all in all, their fole, their chief, their perfe~ 
good: every foul is enraptured with the fOnternplation of 
God, and pafl: all apprehenfion of being ~ver deprived of 
his beatific prefence ! 0 blifs inexpreffible, to fee the glorified 
faints, to be with them, to be one of th::m !-to fee· God, as 
he is, and to poffefs him for ever an~ ever-:-0 what ineffable 
bl1fs ! What glowing in my breaft is this which, I feel ? What 
light, that darts it's rays i~o my foul? I find my mind begins 
to foar, the load of mortality and mi(ery grows lighter, and all 
the tumult of worldly ~ares and troubles are hufhed into filence 
:and profound tranquillity. A peaceable calm compofes all 
my thoughts. I feel my heart glow, my mind ravifhe~ with 
extacies of pleafure, and my eager foul _longing for invifiple 
joys. ·o that I had wings like an eagle ! 0 that my tow~ri.ng 
1light might never be obftru8:ed, that I might never refr, till 
I had mounted up to the glories of thy heavenly hab,tation, 
" and to the place where thine honour dwell~th/1 Pfal. :;cx;vi1 
8. Fain would I expatiate upon this delig~tfol the~~, a,nd 
even now, anticipate the joys of thy glQrim.1s pfefcnce. Here 
will I dwell, for I have unfpeakabfe delight th1;.rein; Uppn 
this let me fix my eyes, my heart, my fiudies ; to this let !)le 
pire8: all my clefim, and conform al} my difpofitions : this 
!ubje8: let me fpeak. and he,1r ~f continually. Let it be my 
~ntertainment in converfation,; and let my private hours be 
f pent in meditating upon it. 0 when fhall 1 be tranflated 
~nto thy ~eauteous palace, an~ hear " the vgice _c?f jo~ 

1
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falvation in the dwelli~gs of the righteous i,; Pfal. cxviii. I 5. 
0 happy fouls, returning from their toilfome pilgrimage to 
the excellence of the beauty, and fplendour and Majefty of 
thy courts. Thrice happy thofe combatantsi who have re­
ceived that crown of glory, which they endured the fight of 
various affiic\ions to obtam, and are now tranflated from 1hort 
tribulations . to endlefs triumphs !-Happy they, beyond all 
expreffion, who are in quiet potfeffion of the glory which· 
fadeth not away. There they meet with all they ca:n with, 
and refl fecure from all they can fear ; free from the ene­
my's a1Tault ; free from the tempters feducing infinuations ; 
brought to fecuri~y and reft, and peace; bldfed with the ra­
-vilhing vifion of the Deity for ever; 0 joy moll: exquifite; 
moll: excellent, moll comprehentive; above which, in com­
parifon of which, befide which, there is no joy. 0 when 
thall I enter into that celefrial paradife. Let me lament my 
prefent mifery day and night, and find no fatisfying comfort 
ciH I am admitted to behold my beft beloved.-When 1hall [ 
fee him, whom rny foul thirfteth after ? When fhall I "fee 
him in the land of the living." Lord, may my foul; on the 
wings of contemplation, now Coar up to .thee: and becaufe on 
account of my frailty, without thee I caJ}not bnt fall, fup­
~ort my foul, that it fink not into the bottom of tttis dark 
vale of fenfe : let not aflY interpofition of the earth ecHpfe the 
fun of righteoufne[s, and obftru8 the influence of his refrelh­
ing beams i but let his light direcl-i and his cherilhing heat 
warm rny frozen heart, in my profpecl-s a_nd p1ufuits of high 
and heavenly things. For, from this inftant, I detire to bend 
my courfe to the joys of et~rnal peace, and leaving the clouds 
and ftorms of thefe lower regions 9f the :iir, to afpire to the 
quiet and feren~, the bright and bli[sful man/ions of eternal 
light above. Leave then my foul, the world, with an it's 
noife and tumult, and hafl:eri to the place· where fweerefi: and' 
moll profound peac~ reigns undifturbed j here poff~fs th}":-' 
felf in quietnefs, and filently pafs over all created' objecl:s to fix 
on Gt'ld; there~ in her great Creator, let her eyes of faith, 
her defi.res, her hopes and thoughts, immoveably re!l; and no 
object ever divert, none entertain her, but her tru·e an'd chief 
good. Jefus ! in thy dear arms I delight to live, and in them 
1 detire to die: in thy dear atms I can lay me down and 11eep 
fecurely; thtfe are my defence and t~e Cupport of my foul in 
any temptation that afl'aults, in ant aff?idion that befallt me~ 
le was love that wounded him for our tranfgr<dlion: inc,1m .. 
prehenfible, unexampled love, that made his foul heavy to the 
~1:a.th~ and poured out his heart's blood upon the ~ri.>fs. In 
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that death of his is all rnv hope and trufi. I plead no other 
mcr:it. I 2fk no oth:::r refuge; this is my health, my-life, nay, 
my fccond and better life, 111y rcforrc8.io11 fron·, the dead. 

Bu•, lhall .. I with :i cold indi ffere1ice, behold the fuffering 
Son of Goo r O jurely no! Let my h~ad be a fountain of 
waters, am{ my te:irs fwell into a flood: 0 let ·me 'weep 
over this wouaerful Man ;_let me be·ar a part in all his fur­
rows. Turn thine ·eyes, 0 my foul, and let this object now 
before thee call up at on.cc thy wonde1: and compaffion. For 
wl~at will move thy tenderefi: pit)~ what1 thy afi:oni!hment, 
if thc,u ar-t infs::nftble upon this amazing theme-? Thy I:ord 
and S-avicur, thy -befl: and dearefi: friend extended: on the· 
crafs, his h .. nd~ and feet nai-le4 to the curfed tree; his limbs 
cliftorted with anguifh; mocked in the- very agoni•es of death 
wit:i a bittei: portion, his fpirits exhaufi:ed with pain-; and to 
:fhi;w that the malice -and infolence·of his- bloody 'perfecutors 
did not expire evert with his life, his !ides in barbarous wait­
tonnefs- pierced with a fpear after death. See how the. blood 
gufhes out from his.wounds ! His head, his bands, his feet, 
his fide ;---all feoding out their purple ftreams. • ,And in his 
mojl: excn~ciatjng torture what were his words ? «·Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they ·do." 0 pati_ence 
invjncible ! · 0 love unmeafurable ! Never was- -fuch an in­
H:ai:;.ce of meek fulfering, never fo unwearied a love of.enemies, 
never fo kind an interceffion for pardon, fince the .world began. 
Remember this, my foul,.an~, when thou findeft thyfelf apt to 
be out of temper, for the affronts or· wrongs thou fuftaineft, 
then tdl. thyfelf, that he who gave thee command to "love 
thy enemies, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe thee,'' did, 
elfq le.we :thee an ;;xarnple of doing it, ina cafe to which thine 
can nevc,r be pa1allel. 

A. N. 

TWO days jol!rney to the fou,th of Nablous,)n Ario, f~l­
lo·A·ing the coui:fe of the n1ount2.:ns; wlii~h at every fieJ? 
hcrn:ne more barren and r·ocky, we ::irrive at a town, which 
like many others alrcady mcot1oned, prefents a {hiking ex­
ample of the vicifEtudc of human a/fairs : when we behold 
it's 'walls levelled, it's dit.ches fi.iled up, and all it's buildings 
em!Jirraffed wi,h ruins, we fcarctly cah believe we view that 
celebrated metropolis, which, formerly, withfl:ood _the efforts 
of thc moll powerful empires; and for a time, refilled the 
,mm of Ro111c hcr.Cdf; thouih by a whimfica1 change of 

for-
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fortune, it's ruins rtow receives her homage and 'reverence; 
in a word, we with difficulty recognize jetufalem. Still 
more arc we ailo11ilhed at it's ancient ~reatnefs,. when we 
confider it's l'.i,~_uatiqn, and a rugged foil, defiitute of wa_ter, 
and_f 4rro1,,1,n<led by dry channels of turrets and fieep heights. 
Remote from every _great roa(b it fecms neither to have been 
calc'ulated for a con/iderable mart of commerce, not the centre 
of_a great ca'~fump;jon. It' overcame however every oblla­
cle, and may be adq!,11:ed as a proof of what po;:iular opinions 
may eltect in the hands of an able lcgil1ature1 or when favoured 
by happy circumlta(Wes;-· The fame opinions fiill preferve to 
this city .it's feeble.-e,xillence,. The renown of'it's miracles 
perpetU:ateq in the, eaa:,. i11vites_and r:etaios a confiderable A um-. 
her of inhabita,D~~ w.i,thin it's:walls.v,Mahometans, Chriflians, 
Jews, withou_t di,fl_in/frion offetl:s, aH make it a point of reli­
gion to fee, ·or .t9. ~ave feen What'they dertomir.ate the noble 
and holy city .. __ T:o ,judge froncthe~ rdpetl: the: inhabitants 
prci[efs (or the fa~red pla_ces it ~o_ncain~ we fhould be ~eady' 
to_ imagine ther~ is.not in the world' a. more devout people-; 
but this J1~s ,r:1,,of prev~nted them frpm acquiring,, and well de­
ferving, the reputation of the vileft,,reople in Syria, "witfiout 
exceptjng thofe ev~n:ofJ)amafctl& • Their numbers is fup­
pofed to ,\mount totw::h,_e or folirteen thoufand. 

' J/olney's ?"raveh, vol. ii. p'age 302. ,. 

-
HINTS RES.PECTING THE BAPTISTS. 

JN ~he .yeari:620, the Bapti!ls prefented an hun1ble fupplication 
to king James1 the parliament· then·fitting; wherein they firfl: 
acknowledge their obligation, by virtue ofa divine command, 
to.pray for kings, and all that are in autho'rity; and appl',1l 
to Go<l that it was their conllant practice fo to do. They f~r 
forth, that their miferies were not ·only the taking away of 
their goods, but alfo long and lingering i:nprifonmrnt; for 
many ye:ir~, in divers counties in Enr;land, in which m:inr 
have died, leaving_their widows an<l fovc:rJI (mall chilJrcn b~­
hind them, and all becaufe th'ey dared nr,t join in (uch worfliip 
as they did pot pelieve to be accordjng to the will of God. 

They challenge ih::ir enemies to·accufo them of any d:f­
loyalty to his majefl:y, Of of doing allV irijr1rr to their 1:eigh­
bours; and decL1re their readinr{,; t-> he o!Jcdi::nt to :\!] the 
laws that were or ilrnuld cc rr1adc fo, the p:·.::L:n atio1: r{ his 
lll~jefty's pe,fo□, and fccurity of ]1'., 3' ',I ,·:nmrnt in ;.JI civil 
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and temporal things: but that further than this they could 
Jl.)t go, becaufe ~od was the lord of mens confciences, and 
only law-giver in matters of religion. 

That if they were in error, thefe cruel proceedings did no 
ways become the charity and goodncfs of the chrifiian religion; 
but we1e the marks of antichrifl:, for what they themfdves 
c:andemned in the Papifts. 

That fuch methods might indeed tempt men to become hy­
pocrites; but that it was not in their power to command bC'-
lief, or compel the heart. , ' 

And therefore they humbly befeech his majefl:y, his nobler; 
and parliament, to confider their cafe, and that according to 
the direltion of God's word, th~y would ' let the wheat and 
tares grow together in the world, until the harvefl:.' 

To this they fubjoin ten fuort chapters; wherein they en. 
rleavour to prove, that the facred Scriptures are the rule of our' 
bith, and not any church, council, or potentate whatfo­
ever: 

That the mofl necdrary docl:rines therein contained -are 
fufficiently plain, fo that every one that fearches with a fincere 
and obedient mind may underlla1~them: 

That the knowledge of God's will, and pra8ice of true re­
ligion, has commonly been foui:1d among thofe that have been 
poor and defpifed in this world, while the great and leai;ned 
have' been in error, and the chi-::f perfecutors both of the 
truth and its profdfors: " , 

fhat to perfecute meo for their confc.ience fake, is contrary 
to the law of Chrifl:, as well as to feveral declara:tions that had 
been made by the king's majefl:y, and other famous princes: 

That both ancient and mod~rn writers, both Protefta11ts 
and Papifts, do condemn it as a great i"niquity;. and that to· 
grant men liberty in matters of religion, can be no prejudice 
to any commonwealth, neither does it deprive princes of any 
power given them of God. 

And thea they conclude the whole with prayer for the 
king's majefty, for his royal highnefs the prince, and the h9• 
nourable affembly of parliament; calling God, the fearcher of 
all hearts to wirnefs, that they were loyal fuljecl:s to his ma-' 
jefty, not for fo,r only, but for confcience fake; fubfcribin~ 
th~feh·es, thofe who are unjufi-ly ealled Anabaptifl:s,, 

( T9 h, tontinutd. ) 
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OBITUARY. 

ON January 16, 1800, died, Mrs. Elizabeth Trum:n.,,. 
of Sawley, in Derh}iliire, ageJ 77. For many years !be 
was a profoffor of the religion of Jeius Chrifl-, and a ref pelt:­
;ible member of a General B1wti:l: C11urch. Her chriitian life 
was accompanied with thofe • virtuous fruits which evidence 
true converfion, and prove that the Gofpel of Chrift was 
from )leaven, and not of men; and that this fyftem of trutb. 
is capable of producing thofe happy effeB:s, w:nch th~ con­
jell:ures and maxims of heathenifm could never furnifh, and 
t.o which the- d~ii'l:ical philofophers of modern times are entire 
fl:rangers. She f)roved· her love to God by eHeeming !Ji» 
counfels, and obeying his bws,; her attachment to Jefos 
Chriil was maoifeficd by ,h:aring his voice, and fullowin; 
him as her kind Shepherd; while the faints, th~ ,:xc dle11;: of 
the earth, lhared in her affectionate regard, and enjoyed lk.--r 
various affifrancc. In fine, though l am no friend to pompous 
~ulogiums, I think it is butj ullice to fay, {he was a good wifr~ 
.a tender mother, ,a kind ben-..faclrefs, and an upr;ght chrifl:ian. 
Neverthelefs, i1er pilgrimage was not a lcene of uninterrupted 
tranquillity and joy: it pieafed her heavenly Fath~r, for many 

• years, in different degrees, to permit her to foci tht prcltue of 
dejedion, or lownefs • of fpii-it; hence, 1he was frequently 
mourning, her joys were diminiihed, her evidl'nces obfc:urecJ. 
and !1e, profpects uncomfortable; both wodds CO\'ered with. 
clouds. 
• But at tirnes, from amidll thefe mills and clouds, the rays ~ 
th_e fun of rightcou1nefs lhonL: with brightnef,, arid fhe could 
triumph in Chri!l: crucified, ;i.nd exult iu th.: proJpcct of ever-
,afiing glorJ. . . 

111, fome refpccts flie was highly favou:·ed in her dec!Liint 
days, her body al}d mi11d gradual I y iomg down by al,no 1l im­
per.ceptiblc degrees, and fbe lea the w i. Id withouL fccLng 
chore p_angs ofdifea1e which nat:.irc crc.iJs, and which have 
~eer1 the bitter pqrtion of many eminent faints. 

Survivi11gfriends will tind a fru1ctui fource of c9mfort in 
re.flecl:ing, ~hat (he is taken f. orn tlie ~vii to fO~e, th_at lhe has 
weathere~ all the ltorms of mqrtal l de, and gam-.'d tile peace­
ful thores of e(en1ity ; aud is now amongll: tlwfo blcJfrd dead 
who died in the Lord. 

Pied January 1, £Soo~ Willi:m N[iller, of Ea/l LeJke, in 
the county of Nottingham? in the 9Hth year of his age, and 
~as interred in the Tame village, in the General Baptifl's 
burying-ground. He: 
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He lived to witnefs a numerous progeny, conlifiing of 
ninetv-fix ch1ldren, grand-children-, and great-grand-children. 

H; was bldled with a remarkable good Hate of health Until 
about half a year before his death. The diforder with which 
he was attacked; fe,i(ibly affected him a fow weeks, and \\,hen 
it fub{i.ded, left him very weak, fo that ever afterwards he was 
confined to hi.s bed, nearly as helplefs as a child. His bodily 
and mental faculties appeared to Hand firm againft the efforts 
of oh:! age: for, at the very advanced age of ninety years, he 
wor~ed at his trade (fuoemaker) without the allifla.1ce of 
glaJTt:s, and at ninety-four he woulq read his Bible without 
any fuch help. His elddt fan is of the fame branch of bulinefs, 
and formerly lab'oured with his father: and, it muft have been 
very curious to fee the old and venerable father executing his 
calling, unaffifled by glaffrs, while the fan, by wearing them, 
.ilfumed the appearance of decriped old age. He occupied a 
little land, the produce of which he himfelf reaped in the years 
1797 and 98. • 

He was an honourable member of the Baptift' Church at 
Leak forty ,two years, during whiQh time his li.fe as a man, 
and a chriftian, was irreproachable. He was a very regular 
and Qeady attender upon public worlhip, being very exact as 
to time, and was frequently the firH perfon. If he were too:' 
foon he would often fpend his time in finging the Pilgrim's 
Hymn, ofwh:ch he was very fond; and as foon as the minifkr 
and two others were come, if the minifter was not very exact 
in beginning at the ti1fie, he would fay, "come here's a "con­
gregation, let us begin." • , ' 

It is much to be wifhed that we could boaO: of:many more 
of this defcri!)tion, and hope his exampl_e will be a 'reproof to 
cur fupinenefs and fioth. 

When we reflecl: upon his exemplary_life, and his firm faith 
in the Son of God, which he appeared to retain to tht: ]art, at 
leafi fo long as he was fenlible, we have no reafon to doubt 
his having fiept in p:::-ace, and that he has-had an abundant en­
trance adrninifiered unto him, into the everlafting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrifi, "where he is now before. 
the 1hrone of God; and ferves him day and night in his 
temple: he that fitttth upon the throhe thall dwell with him; 
he fhall hunger no ii-1orei neither iqall he thirff, neither fuall 
the fun light on him, nO'" any 1heat, For the Lamb, who ,is 
:n the miu!t of the throne fhall feed him, and fhall lead him'tO 
living fountain, of water; and God £hall Wipe awa;'"y- all tears 
from his eyes.'' Rev. vii. 11-17. 
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T'; the Editor of tbe, General Baptijl Magaz;n,. 
lh:v. Sm, 

PERHAPS you can recoiled that Elizabeth Henfon, of 
Kegworth, '"'.as at your fchool in Yorklhire, about twenty 
years ago, with my brother, John Pegg, of Melborn.-Some 
time after her return I married her, and lhe has been a faithful 
companioo to me upwards of fixteen _years, On December 
19, 1799, 0f an afl:hmatic decline, lhe gently fell afleep to 
awaken no more till the great refurrecl:ion. 

She went truly religned, in full expecl:ation of lhortly fee­
fog face to faee her dear friends and acquaintance, who died 
in the faith) and Jefus, her dear Saviour, in whom the placed 
her 'lVhole dependance for eternal falvation, Her funeral 
ferm6n was preached by Mr. Whitaker, of Melbourn, from 
the following words, which lhe chofe and requefied to be 
improved on the folemn occalion; I Peter i. 24, 25. "For 
all flelh is a~ grafs, and all the glory of man as the flowers of 
grafs. The grafs withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gofpel is preached unto you " I 
may venture to affirm that fhe was poffeffed of mofl: of the 
excellent qualities contained in the following verfes,• which I 
have compofed as the greatefi honour I can do to her me­
mory. If, Sir, they 111eet with your approbation, I fhall efieem 
it a particular favour if you,will give them (together with the 
above) an earJY'infertion in the General Baptifr Magazine. 

Y our's, with e!l:eem, _ 
Jo. PEGG. 

'1~ the Editor of tht General Baptijl Magazine, 
Sm, 

Perhaps the infertiort of the following facts in your ufcful 
Publication, may beef advantage to fome of your readers. 

SUDDEN OEATHS. 

WILLIAM CROO K_S, of Ql.10rndon, in the county of 
Leicefler, a mofl: comely man, about thirty-eight years of age, 
in a full habit of body, pofl~/ling all the vigour of rnanho6Ll, 
and figns of long life, dined with his family 011 January 28, 
in petfecl health am! fpirits; but was induced, f:om a princi- , 
pie of fympathetic J.:indnefs to an affiicl:ed friend, to walk w 
a neighbouring village, and engaged fpccdiJy ta return, but -

V OL, I.II. T did 
* For wanl of room, we are under the neceflity of rcfcrvin~ 

the verfes on Mrs. E, Pt-gg, for the next Number, -
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did not. His poor ,wife paired a night of painful anxiety, 
fearing intemperance had detained him. \,Vhcn lo! about 
nine o'clock the next morning he was found in·d1e fields of the 
p·arifh of Swithland, about two miles from his own houfll', a 
cold corpfe ! !-where he had apparently dropped down dead 
without a fingle ftruggle ! !-And, what is the more remarka. 
hie, he had lain fixteen or eighteen hours there, before the aw­
ful and affecting catafirophe was difcovered. 

How loud the call of fuch providences, to foek the Lord 
while he may be fouml, and to call upon him while he is near. 

Alfo on Saturday night, February 8, . as on! of the 
Leicefrer fiage waggons was paffing from Leicefier to Lough­
borough, the driver,_ a youth, (the regular manager not 
having overtaken it) by fotne means fell down, and the wheds 
going over hi~ head, cru'fhed .it to a perfetl: mummy in a -mo .. 
ment ! !-But as no perfon was prefent, a certain aq:ount 'Can­
not be given of this fhocking event, yet, from the ftate in 
which he was found, it appeared he had been gettin_g hay from 
the \Jag, with which • indufirioufl y to feed the horfes, and 
flipp~d down, and was crµlhed into et.:rnity • in an inftant. 
Oh, eternity, eternity! how vaft it i~ ! 

Feb. II, 1800. 

REVIEW 
OF 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 

CHRISTIAN LI)lEll.TY. A'Sermononthe,J/ijlory and PrincijJles 
ef tire Nonconform..ifls. Preached at a Monthly Meeting ef the 
lndepcndenAs in London; With Remarks on ·Mr. D' Alibney's­
G uide to the Church. By an Independent Minifier. Thirty~ 
one pages 12mo, 6d. Conder. • 

ri,--. 
1L HE motto of this Sermon, in the title-p~ge is, 2 Cor. xi. 3. 

" Lefl your minds be corrupted from the hmplicity that 1s in 
Ch ri fr : " and the text is Gal. v. 1. " ~tand fa (l therefor,e_in the 
litit:1ty wherewith Chrifl: hath made us free, and,benot e-nt-ang• 
kd again with the yoke of bondage." After a (hort and ·clear 
in,roch.18-ion, the author propofcs, I. To " give fome account 
<'f that liberty i"10 which Chrifr has introduced his difciples, 
1 !'. T0 ll1ew how ~nd by whom it has been invaded. II 1. To 
1eprelent tt,e m,.:n<::r in which it has been ddeuded, enlarged, 
-,nd fecurcd. IV. '; o ex plain and in force the a poftlc's exhon­
;;,t,un, to fland fall in the !ilicny with which we are favoured, 

and 
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:md to gmrcl :igain!l: every thing whereby we may be brought 
under any antichrillian yoke.'' Under the lirfl head he gives 
a l::iricF and plain account" of that fpirituat liberty which Chrift 
came to procure for the fouls of men." He then tikes up the 
fobjea of " liberty of confcience. or freedom from the J 1,1 Po sr­
T l ON OF MEN, in matters of religion." The difcourfe is not 
remarkably laboured; but it is plain, in fhuaive, and well 
adapted to anfwer the end which the author had in view. It 
has long appea-red to us, that fome learned al'!.d good men have 
defended Protellant Nonconformity, on too large a fcale; and. 
introduced arguments in favour of out di [fent from the efiabl ilhed 
church, which. are not either pertinent or neceffary. • The facl:, 
we apprehend, is this, We dilTent, and believe that we ought 
to dirfent, fror;n every efbblillicd church, becaufe it is (_jlablijhed, 
by hi.iman laws. Whatever could be faid in favour of any efia­
blihied church, with reference to the. truth of it's d, arines, the 
purity of it's worfhip, the number or names of it's officers, or 
the regularity 9f it's difcip.line; we are perfuaded that every 
difciple of Jefus Chrifl ought peaceabl>1 to dirfent from it, be­
caufe it requires that, in religious matters, we call another be­
tides our bleffed Redeemer, our·" mailer;" which is contrary 
to his own exprefs command and direaion. Matt. -xxiii. 8 -12. 

We fo enti!:ely accede to what oU:r author has obferved, in ~his 
view, that with great pleafure we tranfcribe from his fermon. 
the following paragraph. "Jn confequence· of the enlarged 

"ideas of Chriftiari Liberty, and the relrgious rights of men, 
fince the days of the orii;inal Nonconformifls, we haveflronger 
reafons a,ainft conformhy than our fat_hers had.-We • do not 
objea merely to various particulars in the national church, but' 
to the authority that enjoins them; a fubmiffion to which we 
confider as a tacit denial ·of the authorit.y of Chrift as the only 
head of his church. We objea not merely to fome things in 
the· articlts required. to be fubfcribed, but to the right arfumed 
by the magillrate to require any fubfcription at all .. \Ve ob­
ject not merely to the ceremony of the crofs in baptifm, d'r of 
kneeling at the Lord's_ fupper, or to the ufe of particular habits; 
(as ifwe thought one pollure c,£ body, or one fhape _or cclour 
of~ garment, v,ere finfol more tha~ another) but to the powet' 
a[umed of impo!ing any ofthefe tl11ngs as terms pf communion. 
Wb objefl not merely to fome exceptionable pdfages in the 
fervice-bouk; but to the authority which prefcribcs to the minif. • 
ters of religion, what prayers they fh~ll offer tu the,r Maker. 
We o.bjeEl: not only to diocefan bij!tops, and other eecleli~fiical 
officer's, whom Chrifl never...ippointcd; bpt to the impolirion 
of any miniffers on the people, to the excliision of their own 
choice, as one of the gro{fell: \1-iolations of chrilliau liberty. \,Ve 
would willingly "render Lo Ca:far the things which arc C:rfars, 
but th_c things which are God's, we can 1·ender to God a lone." 

SACREb 
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SACRED POETRY. 

On the blip of departed Saints; 
oaajzoned by the death qf 
Mrs. Elizabeth Trurnan. 

THRICE happy o.11 the quief dead, 
'Who fwretly rell: in Chrift their head, 

And all their toll is o'er; 
The arms of everiallir.5 love, 
'Will bear their joyful fouls above, 

And 1s-ief re:urns no more. 

. 'The gloomy cell, the galling chain, 
The tiery dart the racking ~ain, 

The heavy gNan and 6gh; 
The languid fracne; the cloudy day, 

•With hzfl:y wings are fled away, 
And never reach the lky. 

While angels ;~· their bright array, 
·condull: the faints through realms of 

ciay, 
In chariots form•d ef gold; 

The final ftand of every car, 
Is at the bright, the morning ftar 

Whofe glories then unfold. 

Wh;Je endlefs ages run their round 
Seraphic fongs in heaven refoulld, 

Where faints will learn their ftrains; 
Their fouls will catch celeftial fire, 
They'l t-une their fongs- to Gabriel's 

lyre, 
T., Him who once was llain, 

GODLY ZEAL. 
By a young Woman, 

• ARISE my foul; attempt to tell, 
The o.celJei;ce ofG~dly ~ea!: 

No pompous merit does fl1e claimi 
Though forcmoft for the Saviour;~ 

11ame. 

Her ardour is with knowledge join'd· 
The facre4 word fuc loeeps in mind : 

1 

This fue confults from ~av tol day, 
Le!l fue fuoulp err or run· allray. 

Though clouds-arife and ftorms ap. 
• pear, 

The calls of duty fue will hear t 
Relull:ant flefu fue will deny, 
And fteer her courfe with ~eady eye . 

She fears .no frowns, feeks' no- ap-
plaufe, , 

From mortals in religion's caufe: 
To live for God, is all her aim, 
And gl,orify theSaviour's name. 

From earthly toys_fue tnrns her eyes; 
Her treafure is above 'the /k.ies : 
Cautioully runs the heavenly road, 
Aod marks the fteps which J cfus ttdd, 

Sin fhe avoids with fteady care, 
And watches ~aily u.nto prayer ; 
She keeps the crown oflifein view, 
And bids the Jiatterin~ wo~id._adieu. 

Kindle O Lord, in me, this flame 
Of holy zeal for thy g,·eat name: 
For want o.f this I inly mourn; 
0 let me_ .'or thy glory bum, 

Blow up the fpark of fi,nt defire ; 
With ferve11t-zeal my brea!l: infpire ; 
That J with acl:iye feet may run,. 
Cn~ir'd, till all my work is <lone, 

Why fuould I loiter in the.way, 
Which leaJs io everla!l:ing day? 
Help me wi:h ardour t11 pnrfuc, 
rhe noble prize I have in view. 

M. S.-
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BIOGRAPHY. 

LIFE OF THt REV. THOMAS STEFFE,--Continued /tom 
p. 94· 

J FIND, that ~hen· he firfl: c;ame to the a~ademy, his 
reli,,ious rcfolutions were ferioufly renewed and confirmed ; 
and°he was very early animated with a folicitous contern, to 
do good -co the fouls of oth,ers, as well as to fecufe the fal­
vation of his own. This particulady appears in a letter 
which he· tl-en wrote to an elder brother, who was jufl: then 
comiilg out of an apprenticefhi'p, and entering on life; and i:: 
is plcafarit to obfrrve, what a mixture of prudence, fid.:!ity, 
and tendemefs runs through the whole of it. He was very 
apprehenlive, from what he had ubfervcd in his brotrier's 
temper and conduct, as well as from the remarks he had even 
then made upon the world in general, that he would be in. 
great <la11ger of being infnared ; and tho,1gh he was aherward~ 
remarkably recovered b7 Divme grace, fome circumfl:ances 
which,followcd too pL1inly !hewed, how juft thof~ a;.iprche:1-
lion's were. Our author therefore plainly_ ad!nonii'hes him 
of his danger, and feriou!ly urges hin1 to make religion his 
choice and his bulinefa, as th<:: great point of wifdom bnth fur 
time and eternity: yet he mingle~ this with fo many ack;1ow­
ledgments of his own im-p::'.rfedions, of his having negleded 
many early.ad1•anta~es of improvement, and :iaving perhaps 
in fomt: infb.nces of hn and fo1ly infoared fo intimat-: a co:n­
panion, that it plainly !hews, he did not for;,;et the relpcct due, 
to an elder brother,'and that it was not pride, but cordial 
love, that diB:ate<l'what he wrote.' ''l arn,'' fays he, "un­
,vorthy to be called a child of God; yet through his g-)od1,el~ 
I fee and tafl:e fo much fweetnefa in religi,in, that .l cann lt 

V oL. lJ I. U lrns 
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but recommendjt to otl1ers .. " And accordingly he does te .. 
cornmcr.d it\ by a variety of moll: weighty arguments ; and 
cor:c!udc, them all ·with filch a ierious repi-efenta!iqn of the 
·unccrtaintv. of youth and health, and the poffibility of an 
catly furprize by Jeath, :.is is peculiarly moving, when one 
recollects that the pcrfon by whom this letter was w·ritten; 
an_d he to whom it was. addrefied, ~ere hoth called .into eter­
nity in their blooming years. 

It is with fo,ne c!'ifficulty that I forbear,inferting the wh9le; 
but l fear fwel:ing tbeie mem6r-i·s to a di/proportionate fize: 
nevcrthcL:fs l find myfclf, as it were, conihained to tranfcribe 
great part of another lea~, which he .wrote much about the 
fame t,mc to a younger brother Mr. John Steffc, to engage 
him to refu.~.c thofe views of the.minifhy; which he feemed 
at that time indiEable to lay alidc. ·It difcovers much of the' 
he;:.rt of the . .writer ; and l hope, they who are training up for. 
that office, whc;ife beneiit I have licre particularly in view, 
wdl r.::ad it with fornc peculiar, attention, as coming· from 011e. 

of their comparnous; if they will allow tin: name of a coa1-
panion to one, w:,o was as yeronly in the purfuit of his gram'." 
matical fl:udics. That was Nlr~ Steffe's circumfi-ance when 
he ·~-rote the followi11g epillle; and yet I freely cwn, that:, 
while I rez.d i~,.(fuch i6 the.gravity, propriety, and fpirituajity, 
w;th which he writes,) I feemto be rather perufing the charge, 
of a .brother long experien1.:;ed in thc.mipi(l:ry, than the letter. 
of a ch_ild wbo·w~s but looking, towards it. ' , • 

Sreaking of the mini{try, he fays, "I mull: ~ckriow!tdge, 
that it was with gre:,t rductance I was, brought. to comply 
with the prc,pofals wb:ch w.cre made to Il}e, in this vielf,-frcm• 
.. [cnfe of the greatnefs and importance 'of the work, 2'lld 0f 
my own infufficiency for 1t; which argument was. firongly, 

·Ji'"cked with frequent fe;i.rs, lefi I !hould riot have had ·a. 
work of gr.ice Vi.Ought iii my own heart, withcHJt .which I' 
fa.,w an impoffibility of becomi1;g a fai1.h,ful and fuccefsful 
minhler ; and -I qou bt not, but .you ha vc had fome appre­
henfions like thefe. But: woulcl not have you, nor myfelf,, 

,oyerwhelrr:ed with thefe <lifcour~ging .thoughts; (ince it is fo 
d . .:lightful, fo horiourahie a work, and has fo 5 reat,a tendency. 
to ~he promotior.i of r--ligion in the world. 

"It is true, this is an office which is attended with great, 
difficulties, even fuch as would be: too confiderable for any 
mortal creat4re to. encounter with, if he had not inward fup-, 
ports fi om Chrifr, the chief Shc.pherd and, Bifl1op of fouls. 
The greatncfs and difficulty of the minifterial work will cl/i­
dcr.t'y .2ppcar; ifwe C)n/idcr, that whilfi t_hey,are engag~d in, 

• 1.heir 
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their office, they are perfonating even the gr~at God himfelf, 
wf-:of(; ,rr-iouth they are to the people: the p~rpofes t:~ey ferve 
are high and. God.like: and be!ides, what gre;,tly adds to the 
difficulty of it, is the oppofition a 1<l difcour~6ements v,hic:i 
attend the faithful difcharge of this duty. The prince of this 
world is active by temptations, to divert, and difcourage every 
one from engaging in thrs work, often fuggc:1\ing what may 
pervert and miflcad their minds in it. If ailurcr..cnt,, terr0rs, 
or reproaches will ·avail, they are fure te,be tried: for mini:1ers 
are the butt, againfi which Satan by thefe inf:.rumcn:s lc\·~ls 
his lharpefi-da:rts, well knowing that the Hrongefr batt:·ries 
~gainfi his kingdon1 are phced there; ,md therefore th.e moft 
faithful are fore to be moft aff'lultcd. There arc al10 our own 
indifpolitions, which render the work the ha, dcr. And befi:'es 
all, there is a {l:ricl: account to be given at the day of ju.d,;­
mc11t, when the fecrets of all hearts ihall be reveaied, when 
we frrall h.ear Chrifi faying with an heart-imprc.ffing power1 

Give an account of yo.ur Heward!hip. He will demand an 
account_ of the fouls he committed ,o our qre, and trre 
trufl: he repofed in us. There,- if we be pronounced faith .. 
fol fervants, we {hall accordingly receive the n;ward of fuch:; 
but if unfaithful, the :blood of others will be required at our 
hands, and their mifery ·will be an aggravation of ours. 

"Now upon mature confideration of the g,eat importance 
and difficulty of the w~rk as it is of fo great confequence, we 
may jufily cry out, 'Who is fufficient for thefc things? Hie 
labor, hoe opus: This is a work inJeed. \Vhat piety; what 
prudence, what zeal, whaf courage, what faithfulnels, and 
what ho! y watchfoinefs is necelfary, to the right difcharge of 
this fo great an office? The work is great ; our firengrh is 
fmall: yea, of ourfelves we hav.e no Hrength at all ; but 
all our fuffi.ciency is of God ; to him therefore mufl: we go 
for it. Here is our comf1.1rt, and our hope; it hath pleated 
the Father, that .in Chrifi: ill fulnefs fhould dwell ; fulnefs 
of merit and righteoufnefs,,of fircngtn and grace1 even a grace 
that {hall be fufficient for us. God himtdf hath faid, that if 
any lack wifdorn, they fl1ould a(k it of him, who giveth to all 
liberally; and he hath exprc:fsly added, it {hall be given. 
Therefore let us make our application to him ; let us come 
with an holy boldntfs to the Throne of Grace, deeply im­
preff:d with a fonfe of our wc:aknef,; antl folly; and thus let 
us alk wifdom, and then we need not f1.:ar being difappointcd, 
but l11all of his fulnef~ receive, and grace fot grace. 

"In vain mav we have n::courfo to the rnoft refined and 
polite parts of human learning:, tO qualify ourlelves for this 

U 2 work;, 
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w01J{: all human arts, and the whole circle of the fcie-nce~, 
will be unable to furnifh us for it, unle(s God, who fidl 
cornmallded the lif-ht to {hi r.e out of darknefs, lay the founda­
tion, in fhining by his Spi,it into our hearts, and difplaying 
tl,e inviac,ble efficacy of his grace ;o work in us a true re­
pcnt3ncc and convedion nev::r to be repented of. Not that I 
would h;,ve you neglect your' Hudies, but ufe _a double dili­
gence in }'Our earnefl: purfuit of them: y~t I write thus, 
th:.t you r.iay not re!l: in thcfc, but be afi:iiring after more 
n:ibl~ acquirem.:nts. Be very folicitous about the one thing 
r.ce,:ful, with,,ut which you ca,1 n~ver expet:l: to become a 

faithful nr fuccefsfui miniiter of Chrifl:'s gofpel: 
" My dear brother, I hope you will ta:<.e-in good part 'what 

I have here faid; and though you do not want advice and 
rlircthon in this affair from thofe that are {vith you, and are 

-more capable of giving you better admonition than I, yet 
I hope you will have fo much regard to me and youtfelf, ·as 
to be!l:ow fo.,,e time in reading over and con{idering thefe ob­
vious thoughts, which I have fpent a few minutes in draw.: 
ing up, h:,ping that as they are continually of ufe to me, thry 
may be fo to you. _ 

" You in(imate, that your inclinations are rather, to be of 
a trade. It is true, in fuch a fl:atio11 of life,· you wou!<l not 
find fo much difficulty as a·ttends the miniftry: but tben you 
will not have fu_cb prof peels of being ufoful in your day. What 
more noble or honourable employment than this ! Surely it 
may well· .be called a good 'Work; a work of the greatcft im­
ponance, and defigned fOT the ni.oft e::xtenfiye g(l)d; fince it, 
js conve1 fant about no l_ower concerns than the life and hap-' 
pinefs of immortal fouls, and is defigned to difplay and illuf­
trate God's fre~ grace and mercy in bringing many fo'ns to 
glory . .Areihe waysofwifdorp pleafant? Then miniftersof 
all men enjoy moft real, folid pleafure; for they are ~!ways ex­
ercifed in her ways, {pending thernfelves, and being fpent in 
the fervice of their Lord, who will not fail to reward them 
abundantly. Oh wh;..t plcafure will arife• in Qur minds, if 
God 1hall call us to this work:, and fucceed our labours in it, 
when we lhall, in the midll ~f thofe tqils, fte many coming 
to own us as their Spiritual Fathers? Thefe will be our joy 
and crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jcfus; they 
will be as fo many jewels in our diadem of glory. But then, 
what fiill more unlpeakab!e plcafure and fatisfaction will arife 
in c,ur fouls, when we come in the near views of an eternal 
·world; that we can look back -upon our paft lives, and fee that 
they were [pent in the· fcrvice of o:.ir Crc:a_tor and Redeemer i 
• • .that 
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tl1at his glory· was our chief aim in all we did ; fo that we 
can fay, we have fought a good fight, we have finilhcd our 
courfe, and kept the faith_; and that what rem~ir:s is, that 
there is a crown of righteoufnefs laid up -fOT us, which the 
Lo~d the righteous Judge {hall befl:ow upon us in that day? 
-But I muH break off for this time; yet not without recom­
mending you to God ; once more defiring, you w:ould be ear-
11el1 a(1d confiant in vour add,·clfcs at the Throne of Grace, 
that we may both obtain mercy and grace to help in every 
time of need." • • • • 

It may i:afily be imagined, that fo lively a fenfe of piety in 
the heart of this good youth would be prtiducrive ~f {uch 
,di(courlcs and acl:ions, as mul1: naturally attract the obfo:rvation 
~rnd l-'fi-eem of thofe around him; and h0w modeaJy foever 
cor.dulted, would be, ( as Solomo11 exprelfes it) like a perfume 
held in the hand, which the more cl oft.I y it is grafpcd, difcovcn 
itfelf fo much the fooner, by the agreeable odours which it 
diffufes. 
• He was foon informed of a fociety of private chriilians, 
who met at fiated times for religious difcourfo and prayer, (the 
firfl: of thofe furmed, and fincc fo happily increafod, in the 
place where he then dwelt;) and he was invited to enter him-

_felf a member of it. It confifl:ed, as fuch focieties generally, 
'though bleiTed be God not always, do, of perf.rns in lower 

ranks of life: but it is edifying, as well as delightful to me, 
to obferve, in what humble firains this young gentleman 
,exprelles his admiration of the goodnefs of God, and of the 
conrlefcenfion of his friends, that he (hould have the honour 
of being admitted. among them, of which he foems to have 
apprehended himfelf very unworthy. 

From !his fociery he q;.iickly pa/Ted to another, confifl:ing 
,only of fenior ftudems for the mini thy, who ufod on the 
evening of the Lord's-day to vitit neig!1bouring villages, and 
~Id private meetings for religious worlhip in fome licen(ed 
houfes there. Two of them gen~rally went together i a fe­
rious /ermon on fome u11controv1.:rt~d and important fubjecl: 
.of religion was repeated,; and one of them prayed before, anJ 

, the other after it, with proper intervals of finging. This 
,::ullom, fi,ill ~ontinued, and extended to many other places, 
hath, r hope, been very ufeful; both in cxercifi11g the gifts of 
tl1e Hudents, an~ in ;ibating the prejudices which .fume have 
been ready to entertain againfl: our ways of wor01ip, as well ;.is 
in fpreading .die knowledge of divine things; not to mention 
the relief it has given to forne, whofe circu1r.Hauccs have con­
Encd ~hem from opportunities of .i,ttending, w!icre they would 

• , have 
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II.ive chofen to fpend the fabbath. v\Then the alTcmbly was 
~-i.fmi ITed, a few ferious peuplc would often remain, A:o fpend 
an hour or two more in conference· and p.rayer, with the 
perfons who I.ad been officiating; and they who appeared 
\l·nder the firfl: religious impreffisns, or uuda deje8ion of 
fpirit, were encouraµ;ed to opeu their cafcs, and their hcar_ts, 
at fuch times as thefe. 

It is not at all ·to be wondered at, by thofc who confider 
w:hat chrifrian experience is, and ,how it is to. he learned, that 
thofc fludents, who entered i11to. thefe exercifes with the 
greatcft fpirit and zeal, have appeared to difl:inguiihed advan­
tage under a public charatl:er. And acco~<lingly I am well 
aflured, that many large and R,ouriH1ing cong.i:egacions, in 
whicla (having been unanimoufly and affecl:ionately chofen') 
they are now labouring with great acceptance and fuccefs, 
are bleffing God, that they were "thus formed for more ex­
teniive fervice, and that they learnt in fuch fchools as thtfr, 
wlut no academ;cal lectures alone couhi hive taugJ.t them 
"With equal advantage. . 

I will venture to fay, 'th:t-it would be well for thi/
1

church 
of Chrifi, if ail his J:11w.nifl:ers entered on the foie111nities of 
their ordination-day, with that deliberation, feJf;..cx_:i.mination, 
and prayer, which Mr. Steffc's papirs ihew·hirti to hav,e ufcd, 
when he firil: gwe up his name to this repeating fociety: 
but he knew the worth of foul;, and the importance of 
111en's devotwnal moments I May none, who do not in fome· 
meafure know both, venture to meddle with them, lefl: it be 
to their own hurt; 

JllSHOI' 

C To be crmt~nued, ) 

BURNET'S-LIVES AND SUTFERINGS OF 

THE' ENGLISH MARTYRS.' 

LIFE OF GEORGE TANKERFIELD, MARTYR, 

GEORGE TANKERFIELD, of London, aged twen­
ty-eight yea-rs, was a zealous papill until the 'beginning of 
Q.1t:en Mary's reign, when the cruelty which he Caw exercifed 
by the papifis upon fuch as profeffed the twe religion of 

- Chrifl, 
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€hrifi, i.R oppofition to the errors and. fupedlitions of the 
church ,of Rome, turned hls hr:art againft them, Then he 
read diligentl,y the Ntw Te{h.ment, which hrougl,t him to 
the knowledge of the cruth. And he prayed e:'!rnefily l<t 
God to dired tiim in the ...right way ; and God heax:d his 
prayer, and- he became continually more confirmed in the 
knowledge 6f the gofpr:I, • and more averfe to the corruptions 
of the Romi!h church, and ihewed his diflike thereof to his 
friends, whom 1-t· exhorted ·co turn to the truth. -

And this e;a4fed hirn to be tak:en notice of, and raifed him: 
:adverfaries a11J0ng th0fe that were zealous for re!l:oring p~ 
pery; .fo th'llt' Sir Roger Cholmley and Dr. Martin, the 
Queen's commiffioners for ecclefiafhcal affairs, fent ow Bear~ 
:a yeoman of. the guard, to Tankerfield's houfe, to apprehemi 
him.. When Beard came there he was not at home ; but 
Tankedield's.wife feci,1g Beard in good apparel, and pre­
tendwg he c:inie to fetch her hulband to drefr a l>anquet at 
the Lord Paget's hou{e, flie font to feek for her hufoand, wh:o· 
was walked into the fields. to ,take tfie air, being but- newly­
recovered from a fit of ficknefs, and told him who fent for. 
him to d,tefs a banquet. A banquet, woman! (fays Tau. 
kedield to his·wife )- it.is fuch a-banq1;1et as wiU not be pleafing· 
to the fletb. So when he came home, he -found Beard, ar.d· 
he knew: him, and mif.rufied his clefign ; and when his wife 
perceived the matter, {he. took a fpit and ha<l run Be~rd • 
.throug_h, bad fl1e n_ot _been. prevented by the confiable of Sr. 
Dun{hn's in the weft, whom Beard had brought· thithe-r 
~ith him. Thus was Tankerfie!~ l?_rou~h_t to Newgate by 
the ~onfiable, and there left pt1foner, rn February, 1555. 
Afterwards he was brought and examined divers times before 
bi/hop Bonner of London, ;md others,- where divers articles 
and matters were qbjecl~ againfr him; to which he made 
notable anfwers. • 

But he was chieRy required to tell his mind, and opinion 
about auric1,:hr co11fdli1.m, the popifh. facrament of the altar, 
and the mais. • ' 

To tl;e fir!l: he C1id, ' He had, not been confdfed to :-my 
pridl: fer five yea1s pidt, nor to• any other, but only to Goo. 
And further faid, that he would nor· be confefled to :my pridl: 
hereafrer, becau(e he foun<l it not in ChriH's book, and he 
took it only for a .c:iun/d.' 

2. ~ As concerning the facr'."mer.t; ( commonly called in 
Engbnd the facrament of the altar') he confclfod,' That he 
did not believe that in the faid. facramcnt there is the real 
bud} and blood of Cbrifr, bec.luf.: that the body of Cj:rifl: is 

.ifc.;· n-
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afccndrd into heaven, and there dot.h fit at the right hand of 
God the Father.' 

3· He faid, ' That the mafs now ufed in the church of 
EnglaT1d was naught, and full of idolatry and abomination, 
aud againfl: the word of God. Affirming alfo, that there are 
but two facraments in the church of ChriH, baptilin, and the 
fupper of the Lord.' And to thefe affertions (he faid) he 
would Hand, and did fo unto the end. 

Then the bifl1op exhorted him with many Jvords to revoke 
his opinions, which he called damnable and heretical. Bue 
Tankerfield rcfified all the bifbop's • perfuaft~s, and faid, 
I will not forfake my opiaions (my Lord) except you can 
repel them by fcripture; and I care not for you'r divinity, 
for you condemn all men, and prove nothing again{! them. 
Then the bifhop ufed many fair words to convert him. 
But Tankerfield boldly anfwered, That the church whereof 
the Pope is the fupremc head, is no part of 'Chrifi's catho­
lic church: and pointing to the bifhop, 1he.faid, Goorl people 
beware of him, and Cuch a'S he is, for thde be they that dec;:ei ve 
you. 

Then the bifhop finding he could prevail n'bthino- with 
him, proceeded to read the fentence of condemnation ~o-ainit 
him, and delivered him to the fecular pow!'!r, 

0 

And fo tbis fervant_of God, George Tankerfield, was fent 
to St. Al ban's in Hertfordlhire, and there with-much patience 
and confbncy ended his· Lfe in the fire, for the tefiimony 
of the truth, AuguH the 26th, 1555. 

LIFE OF ELIZABETH WARNE, \'IIDOW AND MARTYR, 

ELIZABETH WARNE, late wife of John Warne, 
upholfierer, (who was burned in Smithfield fome time 
before) was appreher1ded in a houfc in Bow church.yard 
in L:)Ddon, in company of divers others, who were met to­
gether to prayer; and was Cent to the compter, January the 
1 fi, where fhe continued to the II th of June, and then '11e 
w:is ft:nt to Newgate, where 1he remained till the 2d of 
July, and then the (hieen's commiilioners fent her to bi!mop 
Bonner ; and upon the 6th of July, the bifhop caufed her 
and other prifoners to be 1:xamined on divers articles propofed 
to them. But the chid thing obj 1ct:ed to hert was her not 
belicvinA the corporal prefence of Chrift's body and blood in 
the ~acrament of the altar. She was alf<l accufod for not 

comin:; 



comirtg to church, for fpe,,kirtg.againrt the mafs,and (or def. 
piling the-cetl"n1onies d{ the church, &c. • 

She was divers times befor~ the bilhop1 arid by nim often 
ex.hort~·d to recant:her o~inions._ But !he f aid, Do wha! you 
will w1ch 1111: ; for 1 f Chrill was m an error, then I am in an 
error. Uport which anfwer lhe was condemned as an nei'~tic, 
Julv the 12th, and delivered to the !heriffs of London, wh~ 
in ~:,e month of Augtifl, 155~, carried her to Stratford-Bow 
near Loridon, where lhe was burned to.alhes, for the tef!imony 
of the u:uth, as her hulband had Been not long before her. 

,' / , 

LIFE -OF ROBERT SMITH, 
•' 

THIS Robert Smith was a tall a-nd llender p~rfon·,
1 

'aclive 
in. bulihefs, aJ1d· ferved ,Sir Thomas Smith, provoll o(Eawn­
colledge, who gave h.im· a clerk(hip of. 1.01. per annum ; he 
delighted in painting, whi~h he p~~ctilc~ • mor,e for pl~afure 
than ga:n. • • • - • . _ . ., . .. 

In religion he wa.s fervent, when he came. to underfl:an<J 
the truth, in which lfo' was· ~~eh confirmed by the li'reaching 
and reading of Mr. Turner, and others?, at W,in4l"or. 

But upon Qyeen M;uy's cprging to tl¥: crown, Mr, Smitb 
was deprived of his cler~lhip' by the vifito,rs; and nqt long 
aftef'fent prifoner to Borrner bithop ?£ Lond9n, and co~mit ... 
ted to Newgate. He was feveraJ times brough,t before tfae 
bi010p at his palace in· Loudon, and there exa~ined by him, 
-and othets.' • • .. . 

At his fidl: comi'i:ig, the bithop alked him, How long ,it 
was lince-· he was con felled tci'a prid~? S.m:~h anfw.-:red, nevq: 
fince I had years of drfcre~ion, for I never faw it needful, nor 
commanded of God, to come and (hew~my faults, to any of 
that finful number whom }e call prjdls. • , 

Then the biiliop afked him, How lung ago it was !ince he 
received the facrament of the altar, and what his opinion wa~ 
of the fame ? Smith replied, I never received the fame fmce 
I was of years of difcrefion, nor ever will by.. God's grac:~, 
neither do I efl:eem the. fame in any pQ:nt, bc.caufe it is. 
not God's ordinance, neither in name nor in ufage, but ra.;­
ther is fee and creeled to mock God with,:!. 

'Do ye not believe, faid the bilhop, tha·t it. is the very body 
of Chrift, that was born of the V 1rgin Mary, naturally, fub­
ftauti;illy, and really, after the ~ords of confccration. 

Smith faid, I t:ulcJ you· bt:fore that it W;li n..one of God'.s 
VoL. Ill. X o,d1~ 
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ordinance, as ye ure it; then much Jefs can it be God, or ay 
part of hi~ fubfiance, but only bread and wine erccl:ed to 
the ufc aforcfaid. • 

Yet nevcrtbelefs, if ye can prove it to be the body ye 
fj)eak of by the word of God, I will believe it ; if not, I 
will, as I do, account it a detefi-able idol ; not God, but con-
trary to God and t1·uth. . ' 

Then the bilhoi, was in a paffion for a while; bwt b,:.ng 
cooler, he faid to SmitJi, If he would go and be confefi"ed, he 
would tear the paper of his examination in pieces. 

But another perfon being hrought tC> be examined, Smith 
came down from the biiliop's chamber into the garden for 
a whil:e. • 

When he came again to the bilhop, he atked him his opi:­
nion of the catholic church, and whether he believed there 
was one upon earth. r • 

Smith faid, I believe there is one catholic ch~rch, or faith­
ful congregation, which (as.the apofile faith) is builded upon 
the prophets and apofl:les, Chrifi J efus bei.ng the chief corner 
-fione. • Which church in all her words and worJt.s maintaineth 
the word, and bringeth the fame for her authority, and with­
-out it doth nothing, nor ougfit to do; of which ,hurch, I am 
aifured, I am l:,y grace· made a· me.mber; 

He was-.Mo ex:amined·about holy bread and holy water, 
and other ceremonies of the ehurch ; which he allowed not: 
and his anfwers were noted by the bilhop; before whom he 
wa! brought four times, and much difcourfe pafi"ed between 
them : hue Smith continued firm in his opinions. So at ]aft 
'ie was publicly examined by the bilhop ai,d his doC:!ori 
in the confillory-court, . whe~e the lord-mayor afld lheriffs 
were prefenr; and his articles and confeffions were pupJicly 
read, and he perfified in his faith and opinions. 

The bifhop then began to read the fentence of condem­
'nation againft hirn, In Dei nomine, ( that is, In the name of 
God.) To which Smith faid, That he began in a wrong 
·name; requiring where he learned in fcripture to give fen­
tence of death ag;;infr any man for confcience fake. But 
the bifuop read on to the end, and then faid, Away with 
him. 
• Then Smith faid to my lord mayor, Is it not enough for you 
my lord mayor, and ye that are the {heriffs, that ye have left 
the fl-rait way of the Lord, but that ye mull condemn Chrilt 
• caufelefly . 

.but the lheriff and bifuop faid, Away with him. 
\V ell, gc od friend,, faid Mr. Sm~th, ye have 
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heard the great wrong that we have received this day; and 
ye are all records, that we have defired the probation of 
ttur caufe by God's book, and it hath not been granted ; 
but we are condemned,, and our cau(e not heard. Never-

. thelefs, my lord mayor, forafmuch, as ye have here exercilcd 
, God's fword caufelell y, and will not hear the right of the 
ptior, I commit my caufe to Almighty God, that will judge 
all men according to right ; before whom both we and yoll 
!hall ftand without ref peel and authority: and there will I 
fland in the right, and have tru~ judgment to your great 
confulion, except ye repent; which the Lord grant· you to 
do, if it be his will. , 

And then Mr. Smith and the refi of his brethren who were 
condemned, were carried back to Ni:wgate, July th1: 12th, 

1555'· ' 
Upon the 8th day of Auguft following, the (aid Robert 

Smith, as a valiant martyr of Chrift, was burned at the 
town of Uxbridge, fifteen mjles from Londoh; and being 
at the ftake he exhorted the people that were about him, and 
wi!hed them to think well of his caufe, and not to doubt, 
but that his. body dying in that quarrel, iliould rife again 
to life. And I do~bt not (faid he) bu.t that God will £hew 
you fome toicen thereof. At length, he being well nigh 
half burned, and all black with the fire, and clu(h:rcd tegether 
as in a lump, like a black coal, all men thinking him dead, 
hefuddenly rofe upright before all the people, lifting up the 
ftumps 0f his arms, clapped the fame together, difcovering a 
joyful heart to them ; and fo bending down again, and hang-

, ing over the fire, he flept in the Lord, and ended this mortal 
life. 

LIFE OF WILLIAM HALE. 

WIL~IAM HALE, of Thorpe, in the county of Elfex, 
wa, font up to London by Sir Nicholas Har~, :..nd examined 
and procelfed by biiliop Bonner, in his c0nti1!:ory-court, upon 
the fame articles with Rohen Smith and oth.:rs before­
ll)entioncd, and with them condemned upon the fam.e account, 
July the nth, 1 S~S· 

At his condemn~tion, he faid to the people, B~w:ire of this 
idolater, poiuting to the bifh,,p of L'.mdon; and fo he was 
delivered to the lheriffs, and. carried ta Barnet, within ten 
miles of Lmdon, at the latkr end of Augufi, w:1ere his body 
was coufumed by fire, and he yield::d up his foul into the 
hards of Jefus Chrift, his only Saviour and Redeemer. 

X 2. SERMONS 



SERMONS AND ESSAYS, 

The following Letter is publifl1ed in the•Evangelical M.iga .. 
zine. But there arefo many fcrious.and uleful thoughts 
and hints in it, fo exa8ly adapted to the"'prelent fuperficial 
tl:ate • of reiigion, that. we cannot but wdh, it to be, if 
poffible, univerfally circulated, We therefore trufi-, the 
Diretlors ofthat work will not judge unfavourably of our 
endeavour, by tranfcribing it into our's,- to render the cir~ 
culation of it more extentive. 

AN ADDRESS TO GOSPEL MlNISTER5. 

J SINCERELY congratulate you, my friends, on the foe;. 
cef!. which, in fo many inll-ances, attends your labours in 
the Lord's vineyard. - Blefi"ed are the. feet tbat carry the 
gloriou. slight of the gofpelinto thC;! benighted fOrners o( our 
land, where the fun of righteoufriefs never' flione. Bleffed 
are the lips that preach the glad tidings of falvatjo'ri to the 
poor. With pleafure and thankfulnefs I have witneffed •your 
crowded congregations, arid ·yom: active zeaJ.- Many, I 

• doubt not, under your miniftry have been born again, are 
:fighting the good fight of faith, and will be your joy and 
crown in the great day. • , . 

But amidft -the fplendid profeffien of the prefent day, have 
you not obferved and lamented a fupi;rficial religion, that 
promifes but little real or fol id dfee ; a religion that leaves 
the heart unfanll:ined, the paffions r unfubdued, and the life 
unrenewed? .· •,, 

'\Ve hear much of convicHons of fin, but let us trace thefe 
<:onvitlioni; to their fource, and foHow them in their effetl:s. 
In many infiances they are the alarms of terror, which1 
like the tranfient blaze, foon vanifh, rather than the "godly 
farrow that worketl1 repentance into life." ; Too often 
they fall lhort of that nc:w birth which is reprefented by 
" putting off the old man, and putting on the new." ~in, 
though called by every term that is vile, is not mortified; 
the eafily-b&tting fin is fiill predominant; and th.e felf• 
denying duties of the gofpel are neglected. 

In other inftances, thefe convictions arc as fuddenly 
i:binP-ed into the J. oys of a!furance; • doubts and fears· are 

"" - dif-



SEAMONS AND ESSAYS. 

difri1iffed; and the abfolute and unconditional promifes of 
the gofpel are the. ortly food that is relilhed. While n1any 
thus boail: of being carried out of themfelves, Satan 1s 

fpreading his foares within, pride is growing, corruption is 
gaining ftrength, the chriftian armour is laid ;,.fidc, _or not 
ufcd with efrctl:, the heart i-s not guarded ; praye~ and watch• 
fulnefs are not kept up, duties are neglected, and' while they 
think themfelves walking' in the li~ht, their fpiritual life is 
going to decay; they grow in a£Iurance, but not in gr;;ce. 
In many, this unhappy delufion la!ls too long, and, h!te 
a falfe light, leads the. unwary travellers afrray. All is in. 
viting; the valley of humiliation i-, loon paffed; no 1df-de .. 
nying duties occation terror. The crown is held cue, but 
the crofs is kept back. With this eafy rdigion, many join 
the number of gofpel profefi'ors. While the gofpel offers 
wine and milk, withmrt money and without price:, they are 
ready to come at it's call. But when it fays ~• Take m1 
yoke upon you," they turn a deaf ear to.it's commands, and 

-" go away forrowfol." • While they glory in Chrifr a!i faving 
the vilefl: of fianers, they forget that no llnfanchfied foul can 
be a fubjecl: of his kingdom. 

Can we wonder if, in other infl:ances, thefe Jwlden tran. 
(ports of light and joy are as fuddenly followed by darknefs 
~nd gloom ? This fa_d change is immediatdy attributed to the 
abfolute will of him who doeth all things according to his -
good pleafure; or. to the gn;at enemy of fouls, wbo is per­
mitted to practife his arts upon the minds of believers. 

Infl:ead of examining every ·corner of the heart, for that 
fecret iniquity that feparates between God and the foul, ever)( 
page in the bible is turned over1--that the eye may be directed 
to fame word of comfort, that may -o~erate as a charm to. 
difpel the gloom. , 

Have you not obfil'ved a dangerous enthufiafm, that mif-
- takes a heated imagination and agitated nerves, for divine in­

fluence and the work of the fpirit? An entnufiafo;, by whicll 
the bldfed Jefus is wounded in• the houte of his friends, by 
which his holy fpirit is grieved, that divine ipirit that can 
·be traced only by his fruits and elfeds)':ind wno will not 
dwell in the carelefs and negligent foul ? 

In confequence of this fuperficial religion, do you not 
ohlerve a fad llleficiency in the charal1ers ot gofpel profdfors, 
in their clofots, in their families, in the world ? Q11 ! what is 
become of that noble fpirit, which animated the chrif­
tians of the firfr age, of whom fo many things are laid in the 
Ach of the .ApoiUcs? Where is_ that heavenly mindednefs 

tha~ 
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that fclf denial, and mutual love, that dillinguiOied them 
fro:n the worid? \Vhere is that" Charity that fuffereth long 
and is kind, that cnvieth not, vaunteth not itfelf, is not 
puff~ uµ, doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, fecketh not her 
own, is not eafily prov'r-,krd, thinketh no evil, beareth all 
things, believeth aU things, hofcth all things, cndureth all 
things?" \Vhere 1s that fcrupulous fear of fin, that fhunncth 
cYen the appearance of evil, that keeps .a ftrict guard over 
every avenue of the foul ? How rare now arc bright exam­
ples of un1ff'e8ed holinefs ! How many who fay, Lord, 
Lord, do not the things he has commanded them ; but caufe 
th3enemies ef the gofpel to blafµheme, by their unfteady 
walk and converfation in the world ! 

.Have I drawn the pi8ure of fome gofpel profdfors too 
ftrong? Do you not join in lamenting this fuperficial re­
ligion?' Would you not rejoic~ in the revi_val of that pri­
mitive piety, that puts on tlii.e gofpel yoke, while it receives 
the gofpel promifcs ? 

Will you then, iny friends, permit me to enquire with 
you, what are the moft likely means, with the divine bleffin.,., 
to reviva this primitive piety? 

0 

I have frequently thought, that a more fcriptural firain of 
preaching would be likely to have this happy eff'etl:, would 
produce .a more folid profeffion, more humble believers, 
more hiblt chrijlians. , 

In the converfion of a finner you jufily begin with con­
viction of fin. But, my friends, are you not too eafily fatif­
ned with the fl:rong language of terror, with ~onvichons, 
that in many fad i11ftances • fall fuort of converfion, of that 
great arrd regenerating change, " that creates the foul anew, 
in Chri.fl Jefus," of that" repentance wh'ich is unto life ?" 

Do you endeavour to lead the finner to thofe fecret cham­
bers of iniquity, where no eye but God's can penetrate, 
where fecrct faults lie concealed, where the feeds of .ini­
(!Uity are preparing to bring; forth fruit unto death? Con­
vinced that fuch an intimate and heart-rearching view of his 
de,,raved nature is not to be obtained by a fuperficial re­
view; do you urge him to much: fe]fcexamination, to prove 
Jiimfelf diligently by the word of God? In thofe fecret re­
tirements, he would find out the dece, tfulnefs of his heart, 
thofe lufis that war againfi his foul, and require to be mor­
tified. He would find out that ealily befetting fin which calls 
for all his watchfu)ncfs. 

He would be more aware of the devices of his fpiritual 
concerns,and mpre carefully watch agaiJ1!! temptition. He 

wol!)d 
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would feel mo,re heed of the chrillian armour of watchfulnefs 
and prayer. fle wuuld feel bis need of "the waihing of re­
generation, and renewing of the Holy Spirit.". He would 
feel his need of a better rigi1teoufnefs than his own, and of 
that blood which cleanfeth all from fin. 
, From a foundation ,hus laid in a. thorough converfion of 
beart to God, might we not expell: a firmer fuperOructure of 
piety a~d holinefs? 

Permit me further to enquire, whether, in the general 
courfe of your preaching, you do not too much keep back. 
thofe felf-denyi11g duties that are fo llrongl y enforced by 
the~ofpel? • 

As followers of the Lamb, as foldiers of the crofs, are we 
not called out to a dangerous and painful warfare with Bei'b 
and blood, with inbred corruptions; to pluck out right eyes., 
to cut off right hancis, to crucify. the old man .with it's affec-
tions and lulls l . 

This is a fubject: my -friends, that calls loudly for your 
attention. Many of your pi-ofetling hea1ers feem to kn w 
little of this fpititual warfare. They talk much of the great 
enemyoffouls,but they feem unacquainted with ·the devices 
with which he e11Cnares them, 

To him they attribute all their doubts of falvatioo ; thefe 
are the only weapons of the adverfary they feem to fear,. 
and they feek for afforance as the only fuield againll his 
fiery ,darts. When he attacks them with heart-fins, they 
are not aware of hrs deligns. Wheo he makes war upan 

, them with Re1hly lijfls, they are not prepared for his a{[J.Ults, 
and too often fall. Or, finding the conteft dimclklr, they 
leave offfiriving, and fit down with this fad conclu/ion, that 
grace will do all, and thus" continue 'in fin th.1t grace· mz.y 
abou11d."

1 
"Many thus ,valk, of whom we may fay weeping, 

that thev are the enemies of the crofs of Cbrifi." 
Oh!· that upon this fuhject:, you would cry aloud, and 

fpare not; that you wo1i!d ihew God's profeffing people-_1hcir 
tra~,fgreffions, and the houfe of lfrael their fins ! Cry aloud 
againH that hypocrify, that fays, Lord! Lord! yet doth not 
the things th2.t he commandeth; ag,1infi that intincerity that 
fp;ires fome bdoved fin. 

Be not content, my friends, to h(".ar your people take the 
gofpd on their lips; be not content'till you fee it fl1ine in 
their lives, regulate their temper,, fubduing their co_rruitiom, 
and fonclifyin 6 them in foul, body, :and fpirit. Refi not, tjll 
you fee " Chnfi formed in them," in all holy difpofitions, in 
;.1JI the iraces of the chriHian temper. 

T.et 



Let thein hear much of heart religion, For want ot' thi~; 
vital godli1le(~ decays, clofets are neglected, the fpirit of. 
prayer is dPparting, focret fins are not difcerned, di.ties are 
negletl:ed, and many have a name only to live; while they are 
dead. 

You will, I am fore, excufc: the liberty l have taken with 
you. I write under the ftrongeft impreflion of the importance 
of the fubject, under a painful feeling of that fuperficial pro­
feflion, that neglelt of gofpel holmc:fs, which difgraces the 
religion of Jcfus. · • , 

Oh! my friends, be not afraid to preach the whole gofpel 
in all it's fan8.ifying influences, as well as it'& faving love; 
You may be reproached for it as legal. Some will fay, "'this 
is a hard faying, who can hear it?" And many who cannot 
give up their evil paffions and corrupt affections,· inay depart 
and walk no mor~ with yo4. But none of thefe things will 
move the faithful ambaffadors of Jefus. While they declare 
faithfuH y his counfel, while they keep clofe to him and his 
gofpel, they have nothing to fear. ' 

While you are his zealous and faithful labourers, you have 
much to hope. His bleffed aifurance is, " Lo ! I am with 
you al~ays !" May you, my friends, after being- made the ho­
nou~ed mfrruments of turning many to righteoufnefs here, be 
.recerved by your divine Lord and Redeemer, to thine for ever 
in his kingdom above ! • · 

Y'o the Editor if the Gencral·Baptifl Magazine. 

ON THE PECULIAR DOCTRINES QF THE • 
GOSPEL. 

SIR, 
IN the advertifement refpecl:ing the third volume of your 

M .. gazine, we are grven to expect a number of effays on tht 
puu/iar d()llrines of the gofpel. Now, as the learned are not 
agreed upon this point, I have been puzzled a good deal on 
the queftion. "Who iliall decide it?'' In the Obituary of a 
Magazine for February )aft, a champion for thefuperior e1ttel­
kncy of the doctrines of confined grace, under the riame of free 
grace, triumphs in the acceffion of a member from one of the 
Oeneral Baptill Churche~; when, it is well known, that the 
perfon alluded to, left the General Baptifis becaufc the father 
of his intended wife would not confent to her marrying any 

man 
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rhart who· did dot go to the fame place of Worlhip as they did. 
The young man,. whom I knew, not being an accurate j udgc 
of the pm1li11r dollrinei of the gifpel, and knowing that the 
mi11i flers in hoth meetings preached the ncceffity of repentance, 
faith, the influences of the f?irit; _and the neceffity of attend .. 
ing the rneahs of grace:; the necefiity of a renewed heart, and 
of an holy life i he thought it could not be of much confe­
quence which pbc,:; he attended, and had the weight been put 
iato the oppolite fcale, it is very. quefl:ionable whether the 
young man would have fe'en any fuperior excellmcy in the 
d::icl:rines of the writer of that article, and which he calls the 
doctrines of J,-ee grace. . i . 

So agai'h; if a perfon who declares·, with the ApoCT!e, that 
" the grace of G:id hringeth ~alvation to all men," fuould add, 
t_hat fome are ele.:l:ed, preddhnate4,_ chofm and called by the 
fovereign grace of God, he is fore to be branded as a Calvi-: 
nifl: in an infiant; heoce, though the above is proper Scripture 
lan,,.ua""e, miriifl::c:rs who believe the dotl:rine of free grace to 

O O • ~ 1 
all men, feldorn [peak tn this manner; yet, fure,y. thofr who 
believe the gofpel, were, before time, chofin or· elected _ia -th:: 
l":irpofe of God, to enjoy the bleffirJgs confeque1Jt upo:1 be­
lieving. " MorecJver, whom he di_d foreknow," _wouid be­
lieve the gofpel, &c. he~, alfodid predeftinate," or predecerm.re 
to enjoin it up,on them, to be "conformed unfo the image of 
his fan," and as no one"had any claim on God, for any of the 
bleffings of the gofpel; they all originate in his fovereign lave, 
and are the rich difplays of free grace; "for God comrnendeth 
his love towards us, in that while we were yet finners Chrill: 
died for us;" and he is the propitiation. for-" our fins, and alfo 
for the fins of the whole world.'' _ • 

I hope, Sir, that the conduBms of the General Bapti ft M.~­
gazine will confider the abo1<e as fo,ne oft he peculiar d;flrines 
iiftheg,jpel, and that they, as fuch, will rind ;1 phc;: a:nc,::i?:fl: 
the effays; for it is lamentable, th:it the Scripture, i110uld be 
fo partially ufcd as they are by chrifl:ians of <lilf.::e:,t J,"' 
nomimtions. 

If a Calviniff: miniil:er 0.1oulJ declare in the _pul 11it, t!•:it 
Chrifl- "gave himfelf a ranfom for all," I Tim. i1. 6. rl:i.it 
'' God will have all men t'8 be faved, and to cun,e to ,he 
knowledge of the truth,'' 1 Tim. ii. 4. that GcJ L::t his S ,n 
into the world, th:i.t the w,dd through him mig:1c be faved," 
John iii; 17. that" Chriit, by the grace of Gud, tc.i1e,ld,·:1th 
for every man," Heb. ii. g. and that tiwfo whu ptriD1 " deny 
the Lord that bought them," 2 Pet:?r ii. I. .:::nd " Jo qu:nd1 
thefpirit,'' 1 Thd'. v. 59. I fay, Sir, fuoulJ . C..lvi11i .. mi_. 

V oL. Ill. Y niller 
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niiler join with Chrift a~d his apofl:lcs in declaring the(e 
truth~, and rxh0rt his heare1 s to "lotk diligently, !ell: any 
man fail of the grace of GDd,'' Heb. xii. 15; he would be 
inihntly rnndunned as kLT'.1.1, ar.d bra11J~d for an Arminian. 
Thefc- ,rnt\1s, th, refore, if mte1 rd ],y a Calvinifi:, (which is 
feid,,m ,he c Je) ire accompa1.ied w1 th dll :!Xplanation, deligned 
to l'r,,ve, ;hat Ill!, me;.tnS only o Jm111/ part of the tvh~/e-that 
th,'. 'iJ..•orlti, means thof<.- who are not of the world-that the 
Lorri never ciied. for thofe' who periih-that it is impoffible 
to quench the fp1rit, or to "fail of the:: grace of God." In 
fhort, it is c-enai,1, that the expl,anations they give, of the 
above and fimilar pans of the facred writings, are as if 
Chrift and his apotlles had declared, juft the re~erfe of what 
they have fpoken; and the reverfe of thei£ decfarations, are, 
by thofe chrifiians accounted, fome of the p,cu/iar doclrfnes of 
thegifpel. 

As I am frating real facts, which different denominations 
know to be true, I am confid'ent, that though the imperfo:ltion 
of my ftatcments may poffibl y reooer this letter inadmiffi·ble,. 
it cannot be rejected on the ground of controverfy. 1 there­
fore ve1!ture to proceed. Thofe who deny that, " ChrHl: 
i, over di, God bleffed for ever-," Rom. i,x, S, are yet very 
well p!eaf"d with him· in livery, with a white coa'1: and a 
red collar. I mean, a fpotlefs life· and bloody death. They 
have no objeclion to him as a fervant, as the mej}enger df 
God, and the Jon of ma11, "who took. upon him the form of 
a ferv~ur, and bee.me obedien't unto death, even the death of 
the crofs." VJ'ith others who profefs the chrifiian religion, 
they believe him when he faid," My Father is greater than 
I." This fentence co mains, in their j udgment, the mofi pt~ 
culiar doflri11e of tht gofpel. It is the €horus to every verfo 
they fing,. and they always fing it in a right key, and full 
choir. lt is their alpha and omega, and it _doubtlefs is an 
irr.port.:nt truth; but it mufr not exclude other truths of 
equal importance, for we are commanded to go on to _pcr­
feciion. But thefe clifciples of Chriit, are ver) cautious 
how they fpeak of hi§ dignity, 3S though they would take 
warning by his fi.dl difciples, who expelled he would reign 
on earth, but we1 e difa?poiP.ted. If you read to. them, that 
he who was fold f,n th, price of a flave, is defiined to 
reign over the houfe (,f Jacob for ever; and of the increafc: 
of Li~ kingdom then:: 1hall be no end," Luke i. 33, fome of 
then, wiil fay, this cah 1,tver be; for the firft chapter qf 
Luke i~ not genuine gofpel hifiory, nor was it ever known 
that a child b'tm i11 our king's fiablc was raife<l to fit on 

- the: 
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the throne of E ngtand ; neit'lir c,r, ,,,c belive it will ever 
be the c.ife. Wiien we add, but C.1rift Jays, " l and my 
Father are snt," Jlld " ,'\S the Fat:1er raifcth u;, the <lead 
and q11ickenel;, thero, eve,1 (o the ~on qui,:keneth who,n he 
will, for the .Father judg~th n,, man bur hath commitkd 
all ju:igment unto eh,: S,in, t:1at all men ihould honour tl-.e 
Son even as they honour the Fathc:r, &c." t'v:y are .ilarmed, 
and cry out with the Jc,ws, John v. 18 ;-This is making 
him "equal with God." If you fl:rive to quell their fears, 
and to confirm thi~ truth by fayi11g, "He: thr>Ught it not rob­
bery to be equal with God," Phil. ii. 6, they will tdl you, 
" This we cannot believe, tor it is· above our corn:oreben­
fion.'' FJr the fa!Jle re~fon their minifl:::rs fe'ldom or 
never quote, or.find occnjion ,~ quafe, fuch fcriptures as declare, 
"His nalnc thaii-,,c call.:d iri1,;1.:nuel-God with us-The 
mio-hty God, the cve1 laCii'l•> Fatha-'l 'he worJ w~s G,,J_ 

"' "' God was mamkfl:ed in r-.,: fldh- rhy thro:ic, U Ucd, is for 
ever and ever-,-He- is Lurd of all." "All :h:ngs r•1ct the· 
Father hath are mine-Feed tht' church of God, which he 
hath purchaf-<l wit!1 his own blo,)d-In him dwe:11.:th all 
the fulnefa of the Godhead bodily-This is the true God 
and eternal life-My Lord and my God-i am Alpha and 
Omega-The Almighty, &c. . 

If a miniflcr fpeaks of Chrifl: as thefe J.::ripturcs d::i, he is• 
no longer confidered as a rational chriflian; and it is weil if 
the b,ue reading of thefo p:dlages in your m;;gJZine, does 
not ruffle the tempers of thcfe chrifiians ; and 1f you invite 
and entreat them to wc:irtbip Chrift, alledging that " all the 
angels of God wodhip him,"•they will all with one confent 
begin to make excufe. 

We muft, at prefent omit to ftate, whnt are the peculiar 
i1Brinu of the gifpel, in the ju<lgment of ot_her clatfes of 

·the Unitarians, efpecially as the term Unitarian is vague, 
and includes Sabellians, A1 ians, Socini•ans, Mahometans, 
Infidels and Deifl:s, who all believe tlut God is one: and 
who is there that does not belive this? Trimtari,ms 
declare that they do. 

Jn fine, amongfi all modern refinements in divinity, it 
m,1y be wondered at, that Jit'Ferent denominations of cbrif~ 
tiarJs, have not printed in a hook by itfdf, fuch parts of the 
bible as contain, in their j4dgment, the peculiar dQlJrin1s of 
the ga/ptl, umler the title of" Such fcriptures -as arc m:>fl 
affuredly belircve<l among us. Vi aiting impatiently tor your 
Effays on the peculiar doclrines of rhe gofprl, l .Am, Sir, 

Your CONSTANT REAPE • 
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, Y'1J the Editor of tht Guura/ Baptijl Magazine~ 

Sm, -
If the follo•.ving feri~us thoughts and rcll.~clions, on that 

mofi: ;:wfully 2farming, and tremendous fentencc, pronoun;, 
ccd upon the ungodly at the day of judgmcnt, by their 
o:;cc 11~_:;leded Saviour, hut now inexorable Judge; 
which we fo,d on recor.d in· the xxv. _chap -of Matthtw, 
vcr. 41, - " D.:part from me, ye cu~fed, into everlafiing 
fire, prepared fqr the devil and his angefs," ~ill he in 
a:,y degree ufcful, in warning finners, they are at your 
fervice. • • • • • 

1 am, with refpecl, your'c, .. ' o. c. 
DEPART froQl me ye c1,1rled into ~verfafiing fire:· 0 ye 

final! y impenitent, ye obduTatt: finne,s, ·my fc,ul fuudders at­
the thought, my mind recnils at the· apprehenlion of your 
approaching mifcry. The fatal fentenc~', once pafled, is never 
to be repealtd. No hope of exchanging your ~oleful _h-dbi. 
tation. But all things bear the fame difmal afpect, for ever 
and ever. Perh2ps the confideration of your aggravated 
mif:r_v, may be profitably terrible; may teach me more 
highly to prize the Saviour, who, 'delivers me from going 
do,,;;1 into the bottomlefs pit: may drive me like the aven:. 
ger's fword, to th'e on! y city of refu_ge for -obnoxious 
finners. Death, 0 how terrible to the wicked ! Well may 
he be fl:yled " The king of terror?;'' 'that is to fay, the moH 
dreadful• of all things. What c6mforts can be· found for 
the wretched finners, who do not only underCtand their fin.il 
fentence, !rnt alfo hear the thundering voice 'of the great 
Ji.:dge of the world, exafperated by their impieties?· They 
may now perceive hell prepared to fwallow them up, and 
the fiery chains of that dold'ul prifo!1 ready to. embrace 
them. They may, at prefent feel the hands onhe executioner 
pf divine jufrice, that feized upon them ,1lready, and fee them­
fd11es before ftretched and tortured in that place,· where 
ti~ere fuall be nothing but weeping and hurrible gnathing 
of teeth. At prefent they m2y feel the fierce approaches 
'of that fire and brimfione, which is the fecond death ; and, 
in thi~ life, they h;ive a pre~fentiment ef the grieVn!S .pangs 
pf their future torments. Though perhapf, there be fome, 
who talk of death with contempt or fcorn, and who make an 
Pjien profeffion of braving death, without the _leaft frn(e of 
• • for; 
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,fear; neverthelefs, they feel i II their fouls fome fecret thorns, 
with which death often gauls them. 

1f there be, any th2.t lt:cm to laugh at death, their laui:)1tcr 
is only an appearance upon the lips. Tlwy arc like a c;1d<l 
11ewly born, that feems to fn1ile when it is inwardly tor­
mented in the bowels ; or like t~ofc that eat of the famous 
herb mentioned by the hcrb.:lifl, which caufccs a plc:,T,mt 
,laughter i:o appear upon the lips of Juch, into whofe v:tal 
parts ic conveys. a • mortal poifon that kills them. That 
which is mofl: 'terrihte, i~, that the horrid and i1,fu!fer .. ble 
fears that feize upon the'wicked, are not 1l1ort c.ud tran/itory; 
for a~ a criminal; th;it knows there is a f::nteuce of death 
pronounced againfl: him, contiriually thi:1ks upon thole tor­
ments tha~ are preparing for him ; as foon as he hears the 

.. door unlocking, or a fly buzzing at his ears, he imagines 
that fomc are entering to drag him from his prifon to 
execution. In forr.e fenfe, he deiires what he apprehends, ancJ 
l1aflens the approaches of that which he willies to ;,void but 
,cannot. , Thus dc:f,0erate finners, hardened, obdurate, rc­
morfelcfs finners, that know 'there is a fc:ntcnce of eterna~ 
,death proclaia;ed againft them in the cou·rt of the King of 
Kings, and that from this fentencc there is no appeal, nor 
efcape, mull needs be in continual fear. Thus they are like 
fo many wretched flan•s, that tre,nble under the inhuman 
power of a mercilefs tyrant. As the life of grace is a pre­
parative to the life of glory; and furnilhes the righteous wh1J 
are redeemed from the curfe of the law, by the precious blood 
:Qf Jef us, with the fore-ta fie cif the heavenly joys; fo, on the 
~ontrary, the carnal life is to the wicked who lie under the 
curfe of the law, as it were the Cu burbs of hell; it is the iidt 
beginning of an eternal death, and the enrrance into the 
infernal pit. The etern.il death, is pothingel!e but an c11ti1c 
irrecoverable feparation of the fool and body from God, ac. 
companied with infinite torments; torments, imleed, con.­
pared with which~ all the fufferin;;,s of this mortal !if;; ac' 
light and inconliderable; nev1:rthelt:1s, as the fpirit of Gtd 
rep,·efents the heavenly joys :ind felicities by things tliat are 
moll: pleafant and delightful; fo, to exprcfs. to us hell-tor­
men•s, it borrows • things that are the moil dreadful ar.d 
painful in .this life: we are told of anabyf~, or furnace fuli cf 
flames, a bottomlefs pit, burning with fire and brim/lonf'. 
The fcripture 01entio1Js chains of darknefs, an eternal ni~ ht, 
and an lrell-fire, v1hcr~ i:here are weeping and gnaf11in'._~ d 
ceeth. Fancy to yourfel:ves a man devoured with wo m~, 
l>urning in hot flames, in continual tOnlients, in w ofe 

W::>u1.c\, 
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wounds kindled brimflone is pnured without interrniffion, 
with boiling lead and hur111ng pitch~ All this will give 11s 

but a light and imperfrd im2.ge of the {b.tc of hell ; for all 
the pains of the body are nothing in compa ,_ifon to· the hor~ 
rors, troubles, and incredible griefs that fhall for c ver rack 
and torture the damned foul. As fh,u11e aggravates our 
fotfcrings, and renders them more te1·riblt:, the dainned fhall 
be loaded with flume ar.d infa1Tly to all cten.ity; their names 
ihall be hateful to God and _his hoiy aogels, and they lhall 
be cu. fed with an endlefs curfe, and fentenced to cverbHing 
fire prep.,red ti:1r the dev ii an<l his angels. All tl.eir ferifes 
fuan fr.are in thefe horrid torments ; lhey fhall be crufhed in 
the winc-prefs of God's eter·ilal wr'"t~, and they fh::ll frel 
for ever a11d ,·ver,. the firokes of God's vengeance, and of 
his almighty Hand ! 

They fuall then learn by wotful experience, what a ter­
rible thing it is to fall into the har:ds of the living God, and 
how intolerable tl-.;--t fire is, that fhall confume his enemies. 
Their eyes £hall pem:ive nothing but the bottoml,Js pit, 
the devil's image, and the furies oi tell ; their ean {hall hear 
nothing but the horrible outcries, and fearful roaring~, cif 
tormented devils and damned fpirits. They fhall ~echo, ked 
with the noifome fmell and fumes of the bottomlef!> pit ;,thrt 
tball' then drink the very dregs and boaoir. of the venom o,f his 
arrows: fire and brimfione thall be the portion of their cup. 

From hence :lhall proceed their rage, madnefs a1~d dtfpair; 
they fnall cry in Cain's language,'' My p-1-1niihn1enr 1, 6rezter 
than I can bear," when they fhail fee n.ithi11g but an extreme 
mifery, and wceful darknefs, they !hall curfe God the Kin~ of 
;al} creatures, Ha. viii. In their fury and ra~e they iliJll eat 
their tongues, and Llafpheme the great .God of heaven and 
earth. It had been far betfer for Cuch perfons, that thev h .. d 
1.ever been born; therefore they !hall feek death, and· {hall 

· rot find it. Matt. xxvi. They iball delire to die, that is, 
to be reduced to nothing. Rev. ix. .iJut tl,is deat,h lhall 
fly from them: they fhall live for ever,to die corninually; 
and they fh.iH die, and never be confumed. Who of you 
can dwell in etern.il flames? Rev. vi. If the phial full of 
God's wrath, force the wicked to cry out, how much more 
1hall the rivers and the ocean of God's vengeance draw from 
them, '' 0 mountain, fall on us; 0 rocks, cover us, and hide 
llS from the face of Him_ that fits upon the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb; for.the greatnefs of his wrath is come, 
and who fhall abide it?" Mifery of rniferii:s ! too {hacking 
for re:bJ:ion to dwell upon. But, 0 ye cartlefs fiubborn 

finners, 
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finners, if fo difmal to forefee, and that "at a diRance; to­
gether with Come comfortable t:-"pecl:ation of efc,iping i:.­
~ ! how bitter, inconceivahly bitter to bear; without any 
Jnkrm iffion, or any mitigation ; through hopelefs and eter02l 
ages! 

" Tempells of angry fire fuall roll, 
To blall: the rebel worm; 

And beat upon his r.akcd foul, 
In one t:ternal 11:orm." 

" "Who has any bowels of pity? Who has any fentiments 
of compaffion? Who has any tender concern for his fellow­
creatures ? Who ?-In God's name and for Chrift's fake, 
let him fuew it; by warning every man, and befeeching 
every man, to feek the Lord while he may be found: to 
throw down the arms ofrebe))ion, before the acl:_of indem­
nity expires; fubniiffivdy to adore the Lamb, while he holds 
cut the golden fceptre. Here, let us act the friendly part to 
.mankind. Here, let the whole force of our benevole11ce exert 
itfelf; in exhorting relations, acquaintance, neighbours, 
whomfoever 1,vt: may probably influence, to take the wings 
of faith unfeigned,. of repentance undelayed ; and flee away 
from the wrarh to come.'' But if they will fl:op their ears 
to God's gracious calls, and hard::n their hearts to his invi­
tation to repentance, God will alfl, fLp his ears to their out­
.cries, and his eyes co. their grievous fufferings; and whm 
they (lull be overcorne witri fear and defpair, ·G-0d will 

Jcorn and mock at their mifery ! O, then ihall they fee, and 
feel, what it is to provoke the omnipotent God-head: 
what it is, to trample upon the blood of his Son, and ofr« 
defpite to all the gracio.us overtures of his fpirit~ This, 
0 thi~ mufi: be the inevitable fontence pronounced upon 
them. "Depart frt11n me ye cu1 fed, into evedafiing fire,. 
prepared for che devil and his a11gels, lht:fe !11a!l go away 
into evcdafiing punilhment," The word -of et,~, ual, trud1 
declares it. They Lhall be u p11nifhc:d with evrrlalling def­
trµdion, from the prel".::nce of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his !JOWer." If this b-: the end of the ungodly, " my 
foul, come not thou into the:r fec,et ! Unto their .dfembly, 
mi•1e honour, be thou uut united !'' 'How awfully accom­
ptiilted is that predilbon of infµired wifJ-.>;n ! -,in, though 
fce,i.ing:ly f,vect in t 11e co.nmitfiun, yet at the lafl: '' it bit(::th 
like a {t.rpe11t, and rhng.::th J ike an adder." Fly therefore, 
fr,rn1 th-: tents, 0 fly fro,n tl,e w.1y~ of fuch wn:tched men. 
,By wlrnt means then we may ,void the torments of hell; and 

:.tt;.;in 
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attain thejoysofheavcn, is an,enq11iry which defcrves our 
mofr attentive application of thought; a fcience to 'be learnt 
with th.: moll watd1ful care, and molt folicitous concern., 
And in this ll:udy 'tis of great confequence to fet out right J 
for all our mofi alliduous endeavours will be empl,,yed to 
very little purpofe, 1_f we be not fidl: inHrulled what way 
it is that leads t'o everlafliug b'lifs, and tarries- us out from all 
danger of everlat1ing mife, y. J tfus, is "the way and the 
truth and the lite.'' John xiY. 6. JeliJs has marked the path 
by his {hining example ; and left us aH unerring clue, in his 
holy word. For God t"0 loved the world, that· he g;ivc his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhal-1 
not peri{h, but have everlafiit1g life. For God fent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world, through him, might be faved. John iii. 16, 17. 
"He is the propitiation for our fins!' Sin he has expiated 
by the facrifice of himfelf. The law he has fulfilled, by his 
perfe8 obedience. The finner he transforms; by his fan8i­
fying fpirit. 1n a word, he hath both prcfentecl us with a 
clear di(covery of good things to come,- and wminiftered to 
us an abundant entrance into the final enloyment of them, 
B1,1t, perhaps fome may fay, u I am t-oo great and too vile a 
finner to be pardt111ed." But hark, £inners, '' Where fin has 
abounded," fays the proclamation from the court of heaven, 
"grace doth much more abound." Manaffeh1 was a monfier 
of barbarity; for he caufed his own children to· pafs through 
the fire, and filled J trufalem with innocent blood. Manalfeb 
was an adept in iniquity; for he not onlymultiplied,and to 
an extravagant degree, his own facrilcgious -impietiess. but 
hepoifoned the principles, and perverted the manners of his 
fubje8s, making them to do worfo <han the mofi detefl:­
able of the he~then idolaters. See 2 Chfon. xxxiii. Yet 
through this fuperabund.mt grace, he is humbled-; he is 1 e .. 
formed; and became a child of forgiving love, an heir .of 
immortal glory.-Beholcl that bitter and bloody perfi::cuwr, 
Saul ; when, breaching out threatnings, and bent upon 
f!au,,.hter, he worried the lambs, ancl put to death the dif~i­
pl~s~,f Jefus. 'Who, upon the principles of human judg­
mi!nt, would not have pronounced him a vcffel of wrath, 
lils:ftined to um.voiJablc damnation? Nay, who would not 
have been ready to conclude, that, if there were heavier 
c;hains, and a deept:r dungron in the world of ·woe, they mult 
furely b~ rcferved for fuch an implacable enemy of true 
go<llincfs ? Y t:t, ( admire and adore the inexhau{hble tre,ifurcs 
of grace!) this £au! is admitted into the godly fdlow{hip of 

the 
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the ~rophets; is- numbered with the noble army of martyrs; 
and makes a Jillinguifhed _figure an_iong the glorious i:;om­
pany of the apoflles.-The Corinthians wen: Rag,,i ius even 
t<J a proverb. Smhe of th-'!·111 wallowed in f:ich ·ab,,mi11a; le 
vjce~, and. ha.biwatt:el. thert.fdves to fuch outrageous acts of 
injuftice, as \\,'.ere a repro2ch to hu,1,an n;ture. Yet, evert 
tht:fe foils of vifi)ence, and lh'les of fe11fuality," were w«~r:!c<l, 
wer\! fan.fl:ified ; were juUified ;" wafhed, i11 tf,e prc:cio•JS 
blood of a -dying .Redeemer; .fanclified, by, the powerful 
operations o'f the. blelfed fpiri~ ; iufl:ified, t~rough the infinite­
ly t~nder mercies qf a .. gracious Gud. Thofr, who were o •. ~c 
the burden o'f the:t:arth, are now the joy of heaven, ,rnd the 
delight of angels. :lfot Jet vs confider yet tur,her, ,vh .• t 
grace can do. L mean the cafe of tho{e linners, whu mur­
dered the PrUce of pe.i.ce, anq_ Lord of glory. N, rwi tr:­
fl:anding his. e-xemplary con"'.erfation, .his heavei:ily docl:rme, 
and his unequalled mirac!es; they. Lize.ohis perfvn; a{per,'-:: 
his charaller; dragl him befure a heath~11 triou11al ;_ <'-Xt:m a 
fentence of death againfl: innocence and holincJs itfdf. Nev-=r 
w~ the vile/1: IL1ve fo concumeliol.lfly abufed; nDr the m,ifl 
e'x.:crable. m,ilef4::l:0r, fo b~- baroufl J executed. Tre fL•[l 
w~s c,J11founcfecf a-t the lhocking fcene ; and' one can ot . 

but wonde ., h,1.w the a\!'eng,ing li;h,nings could. with;. 
bold their fla!hes The earth _trembJed at the h:mid d,r;d; 
and ~"hy, why di,j it not cleave a(undc:r, and open a p:!Eige 
for Cuch bkod-thirfl:y mifcre,rnts into t:1e nethermofl: :.ell .. 
S,,al! thefe evt;r hope _to oqrain fur,gi ven::fs ? yes. rvTany 
even of th-cfo' ,impi<ius wr;;tches, at tl1e <lcf::6nt of Lhe dolv 
Ghdfl, were cqnvir.c~d ,nf th-~ir rnifrrablc ftate, were wuund~d· 
with penitential remorfe· 1 fled to the fanctu-.iry of _the 
crof.,; had i:h~ir. ~ador. ratified by the baptil;n.l fo.:I, 
0 the mii·aculous .dfe::ls of. divine race! 0 the. tfi , ... 
phant g0nd.:eJs -of God our S,,vio.ur. 0 t fly to Jefuf, 
ye vildl: frnners, and be wil! defend you wich an Alm1g.l1ty 
irm; will Cave you with an ·,.:nrlafiini falvation ! • 

z 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

BRIEF MEMOillS OF MR. THOMAS COJIDEN, WHO D111!1 

AT CHICHEST-BR, MARCH 20, 1800, IN' THE THIRTY­

NINTH Y.li:AR OF HIS AGE. 

MR. COBDEN was a truly worthy chriftian, and a 
ufeful labourer in the Lord's vineyard; and though no 
monument in W efl:minll:er-Abbey, nor in St, Paul's, will 
perpetuate his memory, yet, no doubt, fome of the Redeemed 
will bear tefl:imony to him as their Spiritual Father, when 
monuments fuall be dilfolved, and," like the bafelefs fabric 
of a vilion, leave not a wreck behind." 

It can lignify little where Mr. Cobden was born, or what 
his pedigree·; it is of more importance, that we can fay, 
his worth was not fo fully known, till the Merhodifi: 
Society at Chichdler were deprived of his ufefulnefs and 
his labours, which they were for three months, previous te 
hi~ diJfolution. His family, however, po.ffeffed confiderable 
property, but misfortufle, or mifconduct, or both united, .re-· 
duced it to a low ebb; fo that he was.never favoured with 
much_ of the gold which perifheth. He was brought up to 
a trade, and though an indufl:rious and careful·man, Providence 
did not crown him with fuccefs in bulinefs. This, which 
feems a matter of regret, is now to him, moil probably, 
a matter of thankfulnefs; as worldly profpeiity might ha:ve 
been .: fnare, to his ruin; for when "Jelhurun waxed fat, 
he kicktd," and J ofeph's afflictions we're preparatory to his 
being the r'referver of his Father's houfe, and the faviour of 
rlK .gyptians, from death. 

M,. Cobden, many years fince, joined the Calvinift 
Method1frs in Chichefier ; but feeing the fuperior excel­
lency of the doctrine d free grace in Chrifi -for all mankind, 
as taught in the fc1 iptures, he relinquilhed that confined 
notion, and joir,t:d the M::thodifl:s, who believe in general 
redempti'.>n; and fuch was his illvincible zeal for the glory 
of God's free gr Jee, manifcHed in making univer:fal provilion 
for kfr man, that after working hard all the week to main­
tat-1 his wife and five children, he would frequently walk 
more th,,n twe-1:ty ,ndes on a Lord's day, and preach th!ee 
o.- . , .,es; ped..i ,,j,q~ ,i,e q ,god!y, that it was the will 
of God that they lholJld tum and live.. It was ~ften late 

at 
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.at night before he co~d reach home on a Lord's-day; yet 
he generally arofe to his work' the next morning in good 
tim-::. He was entrufied by his m.fl:er, Mr. Bdlin, for 
whom he worked fourteen years" in the chair-makincr and 
turnery buftnefs, with the ovcrftght ·of a number of jou~ney­
men; and wai much refpecl:ed by him for his houefl:y and 
uprightnels. 
• In feveral villages where there was no licenced room► 
he preached in the fireets : this brought him ma,iy enemies 
and much oppolition, In one inftance, a perfon of wealth 
applied to Mr. Biffin, in hopes of preventing a repetition of 
Cobden's vilits, but he was mi{bken; for Mr. Biffin knew 
the value of religious liberty too well, to be an acco,nplice in 
perfecuting a man for righteoufnefs fake: he therefore told 
the gentleman, that he had no command over Cobden on 
a Sunday i adding fmartly, "If your clergyman wants to 
get rid of my man's vifits, let him pay more attention to the. 
morals of his parilhioners, ind not fufE:r them to play at 
marbles or cricket on a Sunday." One Sunday lafi Cummer, 
Mr. Cobden went to a heatheni£h 'little ifland calleJ Hayling, 
with an intent to preach il'l the open fireet, on that part of 
the day when there was no fervice at the church. It wis 
a walk of ne~rl y twelve miles, ·to the place of pa{L.ge. Seve­
ral friends accompanied him : but two of the farmers of the 
ifland fet fome of their brother barbarians to interrupt him ; 
and he, finding it impoffible to proceed in the fervice, with~ 
drew, with his companions, to l!/ friend's houfe, where they 
tarriea two hours. The chiefs of the favages, thus vi8orious, 
rewarded their followers with firong drink, fo plentifuil y, that 
they·were intoxicated; and all the preacher alild his friends. 
were going peaceably to th7i'r boat, they were alTaulted by 
their enemies,. who way-laid them, and after a volley of 
abufive language, committed many excelTes, and knocked 
Cobden down. As foon as he had regained his feet, he and 
his friends determined not to render evil for evil, but ran 
away; and the drunkards would have been left far behind, 
for they often fell in the chace, but their two comrades on 
horfcback prevented the Methodill:s from paffing them in 
the lane, (wearing that they would· ride over them, which 
they firove to do. This gave the drunkards time to come 
up, and thty treated Cobden fo cruelly, repeatedly knocking 
him down, that when he had reached the boat, his ll:rength 
was fo exhau{ted, that he was obliged. to lay dow:1 in it. 
1 'he horfemen· rode il:)tO the water to prevent the boat from 
putting off; and one of the villains waded into the water, 
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t, ro his middle, ;,nd 0.ruck LobJei.in the. face as he lay.in 
t 1,c ¥4; w".rn lie a1ked lhcin. if tfiq wa.:tcd his mc'mey 
01 ~•,§ 'bfs ? At which ;-nothe~. cried out with an o;,t~, 
"Tale (h,:!i,1~ofhim tO<~rin,(;" which Cobqt:n gave the 
Lli ,w : and had not a cull, .m-h, •life· boat come up, whofe 
n· ,,ied ,h" , ,:t their procecdinrs, a,d refcued the op­
p·r:kct1 11,urderwo:ild prob;1bly have'enluc:cl. The nf'xt day 
1'., . C ,,bde c:o.lled on me>, to know where to apply for war.:. 
,rant~ a~~ainit th: far:1 c,s, reg.rettillg, th.l't thi aH,ault c,1nd rob­
be, y ~ 1.:: not come under the cognizance· of t!ie '11agifir;tt~s ~f 
Po ,(,"ou:h, who are known, as" Tc.n'ors to evil-~octs, and 
pi., (e ·s of them that do well... To the m,;gi1hates fitfirig 
at F: re1,.im application WJS ma~e,' anp, af!,r to/i1e • <;lifficu_!ty, 
w.-:rrants W?re obtained. _ . O_n~ J ~Jlrce n,a_initained, That 
Cob,,en had no pufincfs to g-0 'to H_ayli,ig, ~s: th~re wa~ a 
p;,,ifh chu:ch, v.here the people were infi:rucled .. Another • 
o , ti1c btnch, declared he had 'he·ard Cnbdq1 pre,ch, a.nd 
th;;t his preaching was ;1greeabl~ t0._ tht:'Thirty~Y1ini Artrt;/,s. 
\Varrants were ~ra;ued, a11d 'the. faprit:~S. wer~. ~.I 0tight to 
court, who, wilh mg to. ave id ·a prpfepJf}PII, _ Wf;r,e ready ;to 
ac·knowledge th,·y h;:d done wrong,:· arid willing· to make 
any reaf.,nable amends.' . As t;he 'objc:ll was l]Ot fo rnµch tq 
puuilh them • as tg prevent their be~avi11g_ i·~properly iq 

- future, u1ey were made to pay eight -guiu~a?, ·and thus thG 
m. tL'r enued. , • , • 
• Mr C,ibde.i's exertions· we_re bey<;md his firengt~ ;; an.~ 

an \ . .>rii!mas-day lie prc,.ched for the lafi: time. Hi_s text, 
J Tim. i!i. 1-6. He wa~ then very unwell, and continueq 
to grow worfr; the flux came on, which, with a fever,_ 
r-.:duced his bodily firength ap~c~: . He. was· refpecl:ed by 
chriftians of different denofi;~n;!~i,011s,' • ·who w::re confo:lcnt 
t 1iat -he fought the happinefs of h~sJJllow-men, in t:Xh_orting 
them to flee from the wrath to-<;011),e, and to lay hold of 
eternal life. Many contr~bu'ted to his rdief, and.his family 
were fupported, during his three months illnefs, beyon9 his 
e,rnttlation. The Rev. Mr. Wal1'er,of Chkhefter cathe­
dral, &c. &c. often vifited him, and adminifl:ered tQ the. 
neceffitits of his famil v. Another, friend co:itri buted half-
2..-guinea a we'::k, almo'a the whole_ time of his affiicl:i/m. In 
the firfi- ftages of his ill11efa, his miqd,',YaS dar,. ~nd gloomy, 
and death ap-pcared as the King of T, . .rrors; fo, tr~~ is it, 
that chrifl-ians, though they beli<::ve the fcript4res, C~l)not enjoy 
the comfort C'f them 'till the holy fpirit- applies them 
with power, and fo imparts joy a_nd 5lad_nefs to the heart; 
Howcnr1 a good while before his appointed time 1;ame, 1 he • 
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11(: wat happy in hr~ind, faying in accents of triumph, 
" 0 de;i.tn where i~ thy f):ing." A becoming anxiety for his 
wife and childrtn, often i1;1ducc:d him to wi!h, if it was the 
L()rd's, will, t.o be raifed µp again. , On t~e Lord's day before: 
his death, when Mr. G, Kin6sford carried' him thirty fhil­
lin:.:s, which Mr. J. Kingsford had obtained of fome Metho­
di /1:s at PQ:·tf111outh; he app.:areJ ve: y chearful, thankful, and 
happy, fayihg, "nothing you can bring me does me fo much 
good as your prefence and q:mverfatioa," repeating _ part ef a 
"ferinori w~ich he hc:ard Mr. G. K. preach, and which hacl ad­
miniil:ered comfort to, him in his affliction Whe.1 the rn~f­
fenger of death- came, he was found rc;idy, and "bl-effed are the 
pcad whicr .die i11-the Lord, for they rd.l: from their labour, 
and their W'.1rks do follow them," • 

The following Sund.iy was t}-ie time for the interment of 
Mr. Co~den's remains, and Mr; J. Kingsford (who greatly 
refoecl:ed him fur his work's fake) being at Chicheller that 
day to preach at the Baj>till Meeting, .where he occafionaJJr 
fuppki~; the Met!Jodift Society, difappointed of the preacher 
they had written to, applied to _him to pre.ich -a· funeral fl!r­
mon on the occafion that evening. He.accordingly attended 
the corpfe to ~he grave, when th~ -Rev. lVIr. Walker read the 
funeral ferv~e . w.ich peculiar (o!emnity;. after which Mr. 
I(ingsford preached in the Methodi.ll Chapel· to a· crouded 
congregation, from Prov. x. 7. '~ The! memory of the ju!Hs 

• ble:fed." And many tears :were lh.ed during the ferv.ice. 
This conduct is a reciprocal proof of .the_ prevalence of. 

Chrifl:ian.dleem over party fpi/it; for th~ugh fcveral perfons. 
have lately left the Methodif't S,l.Ciety, and gone to the Bapti1'f 
Meeting, four of whom have joined. the lLptills, and Mr: 
Kingsford 'b,<l,ptifrd them; yet they could mingle th.eir tears 
together ovc;r the allies of c:,e dead, and joi,n in befeeching one 
:i,nother to give all diligenc:: to ma.:,e th~ir calling and election 
Cure. 

May the-diflrefi"ed widow and Lthe,-lefs c'.1ildren experience 
.the truth of G0d's word, which fays, " A father of the 
fatherlefs, and a juJge of the widows, is God, iri his holy ha-
bit .. tion." Am~n. • 

T, the l!dit,r of the Gtnerlll Baptift Magazi11,. , 
DEAR StR, 

The following th~ughts were committed to paper at a time 
of domcfiic fadnefs, and while the impreffions, occafioned 
by tne lofs of a belove'd daughter, we: e rcc~nt. The 

giving 
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giv-i~g vent to my feelings, in· tJiis way, afforded my 
mit; fome relief, ind if, in your 'judgment, they, do not 
di(~a:y more of the weaknefs than the fenfibility of a 
father, who cannot boaO: of poifeffing, either among his 
natural or acquired abilities, fmall as they arc, the inflexi­
bility of f't:oicifm, or a mifanthropical indifference to 
ple1li.ng fcenes and events; and if they may •alfo afford 
foroe portion of relief, or a temporary diverfi.on of thought 
to thofe in fimilar circumfrances; in giving them a place in 
your Mifcellany, you will gratify the feelings of 

March 2•, tSoo. A PARl!:NT. 

~!EDIT ATION ON THE DEATH OF A BELG>VED 
CHILD. 

,c_ Some melienger of God my door has pafs'd, 
u From earth returning, faw the beauteous flower; 
" Tranfported, gathered it, and in his hand 
'' Bore it to heaven, rejoicing t'' 

LOVELY babe ! how art thou changed! a little while 
ago I beheld thee healthy; fprightly, and acl:ive; ~ffording 
thy parents a pleafing profpell: of continuance with them, 
and that thou wouldeft live to gladden their hearts,. to- employ 
their affell:ionate attentions. tb alleviate their forrows, to 
fweeten their cares, and to attend them to their peacef1-1l abode, 
the grave. Thou haft been but a tranfient fojourner in this 
vale of tears : " thou didfi: tafl:e, .. at an early period, of the 
forrows attendant on exiilence, and thou haft now felt the 
bitternefs of death, Often have I feen thee feated on the 
knee, and folacing thyfelf at the breaft; ha:ve beheld thy fmiles, 
heard thy engaging, though articulate voice; have witneffed 
thofe artlefs and undiffembl~d, yet fufficientl y diil:U1ll: and evi­
dent tokens of joy, on my return after a lhort abfence, with 
the livelieft emotions, and fuch as only a parent can feel.· 
Thy early malady and thy occafional pains excited my ten­
der$!ft fyrr.pathy; and thy late improving health increafed 
my fatisfaction, and bright.:ned my prof pee\:, a prof pell: now 
alas! completely blafted. 

But in what an affell:ing fl:ate have I fin_se beheld thee! 
Thy par<;hed frame; thy convulfive cough, thy melancholy 
moans, thy bedimmed_ eyes, thy dillorted eountanance, thy 
painful cfforti; to breathe, and thy fometimes ineffecl:ull.l en­
deavours to fuck, are deeply imprinted •n my memory .. Can 
1 ever forgetthy wifhful looks, the figns of pleafurethou gavetl: 
when brought to the breail after the abfence of fome hours, 

thine 
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. thine e'ager attempts tc4,efretb thyfdf at it, as if :onfcious it 
would be thy !aft draught; thofe voluntary and repeatedsem­
braces, as if foreboding the !aft? Could neither prayet's," nor 
tears, nor' parental folicitude avail any thing? Alas! they 
were all fruitlefs. It was the. will of heaven that thou 1houldlt 
ftay ·vith us no longer. 

Now thou liefi a fiilfened corpfe ! thine eye looketh upon 
n1e no longer.! How cold are thofe lips I have fo often kiifed ! 
how dim thofe eyes that ufed to fparkle, and have fo often 
brightened mine ! The rofe on thy cheeks is exchanged for 
the lily; and the crimfon fluid which once circulated in thy 
veins, is now bec<;>mc fiagnant ! No more mufr I fee thee 
frnile, lhetch • out thine arms, fol ace thyfelf with nature's 
fluid, behold thy playful gefiiculations, or receive thine endear­
ing embraces ! ,AU thy fenfes are clofed; thy little life is 
gone ! I figh, but thou dofl: not hear ; the tears fiart from 
my eyes, a.nd bedew my cheeks, but thou regardeft them not I 
The yearnings of thy mother, at whofe breall l have feen thee 
fo often clfog with foch affectionate endearments, do not 
move thee at all ! Thou feerne~ as infenfible as the lhroud 
that en wraps thee, or_ the coffin in which thou art now laid ! 
0 death! how ruthlefs, how relentlefs thou art, to tear, equally 
unmoved, the infant from the breaft, and -the mothe.r • from 
helplefs infancy ! • . • 

One painful fcene ,:yet remains. Such is the prefent con­
dition of eur being, and fuch is the alloy of domefiic felicity; 
that''. there comes a. period in the life of man, in which he 
is reduced to the deplorable neceffity of faying, with regard to 

., the object of his fond affeclion ; Bury my dead out of my fight." 
Yes, l mufi fee thee 1hut up in thy coffin, exclud-:d from light 
and air. I mufl: behold thee conveyed out of that houfe, iBtJ 
which thou mull: no.more re-enter ; that ht>ufe, in which thy 
playfulr,efs has fo often enlivened the foci al circle; where we 
have fo often, by turns, 01ared thy careffes. I mull: accom­
pany thee to the grav-e, and fee thy remains committed to the·' 
earth. Here 1 mufi leave thee. Here I mufr bid thee a long 
farewell. Here thou mufl: r.;pofe in filence and inatlivity" tiH 
the heavens be no more.» Thy parents mufi behold thee no 
more on earth, nor thou them. Imagination lingers, and be­
holds thy_ fair form defaced, thy bones difj0intcd, and thy deli­
cate frame entircl y diforganized, and undiHinguifhed from the 
contiguous and furro1:mding du(r. lntrufive ignorance ex­
claims, Good God! Why this fpobtion? Why fubje8 a 
machiue fo curioufly wrought, and to nicely proportioned, to 
fuch mutilation and de\;,af::ment? But it is enough, that, ll his 
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difpen(a.tions are ·direcled by infinite~nd uner1·ing rea(on; 
tliough imperYi ous to {h ort-ftghted man. Subn:i ifl'i v el y bowi11~ 
tlrerefore, to the determinations of providence, '' we fhut up 
the grave, and for a iliort time quit thefe teceptacles of de,ath, 
..:..ran:weU ! re mouldering remains of a much--loved child. 
'Tis the <;old confolation .of the ltop.-lefa lo add, We fhill 
fuortly return, and be bid befide thee.'' . • 

By thy prer:nature departure,. thou art depri-.,ed of parental 
irifi:ru8ion, cut off from the common fources of,knowledge; 
and prevented from living to enlighten thy fpecies by thy 
wifdom, or improve the:n by thy example, Thy· pareflts 
have loft the plcafure attending parental care, viewing the 
gradual unfolding of thine infant powers, and obfervin6 thy 
progreffive 'lldvance to maturit}', They are.bereaved of the 
hope of witneffing thy fili-al piety, and folidto.us attention, 
in ficknefs and the decline of life, when thine affifiance ·might' 
h.ave fmoothed the brow of care, afforded them the mofi: heart­
f::lt fatisfadion, and made their defcent to the grave rnore 
cafy. In thee the order of nature feems inverted, and " thou 
who fuould'il: have been t<, us as poflerity, art in the place 
of an anceftor." But the decifions of heav.en are as ,wife and 
benev~lent, as they are oftentimes infcrutable; and l would 
by no m-eans indulge a querolous -humour, nor fuffer an ir .. 
reverend or difcontented. thought of God to harfiour for a 
moment in my breaft. If thou art taken away from life '-and 
it's enjoyment!, thou art alfo delivered from it's pains, it's 
forrows, and it's vic::s. Thou art alTuredly '' taken away 
frem the evil to come.'' Thy little bark hJs fafely reached 
the harbour, where thou art fecure from every tempeft, by 
which, thofe whom thou haft ltft behind, may be long and: 
violent! y tolTr:d, per_haps overwhelmed. If thy parents are: 
deprived of the pleafure of beholding thy hopeful youth, arid' 
thy virtuous maturity, and have loft the f,1tisfaiilion of befiow­
i:ig their attentions, and the hope of rrc:::iving thine; _they 
will no more fee thy tender frarnc p,in::d, µarched, agitated, 
convulfed; they will no more hear thy moans, fee ·the deadly· 
film becloud thine eye, or anxioully watch thy departing 
breath. And wrat wc,uld be mote diftrdling to them ftill, 
they wiJJ never behold thee the victim of folly or feduclion., 
nor forrow for any aub.:rration~ of conclu.'.t in thee; nor fear 
refpecling thy fin,1i ddiiny. If thou h,.ve oat lived to be an 
honour and a benefit to them, thou wilt bring OD therrl no re­
proach ; and they '.'.'ill never h'~ reducc:d to the fad neceffity, 
a nectility alas ! • tu which many h.;plcfs p;i.rc11t$ t,r:: brought, 

' ·of 



COJ{JlUPONDENCB, 

ofblu~!ng to own thy na!Jle; and of ..ckno~:cdgi,,g thy con­
fangu1111ty. 

I weep for thee, and have not power to refirain the falling 
tear. J confecrate them, without a blulh, ,o thy memory. 
Thou w.1fl: lovely in my eyes, and that B~ing who has taken 
aw.4,• their de11re with a jlrokff, will not be di1plea1ed at the 
pang it occalions. • But it 1s not'becaufe. l think thee unhap­
py, or God unjufi; it is not becaufe l'fc:el any dJpolition to 
arraign the recl:itude of -.is proceedings, to whofe righteous 
diipenfations l would be·complet~)y rdignd. The very pro­
penlity in a creature of yefl:e;day, wirh ~ fpark, a me:e fpark 
ofintdligence,..to the inL.ff~r;ble arrogance of calling in quef­
tion the decilions ofinfi :ite efE.1lge11ce, would lhock -m~. It 
is becaufe an objecl: of my affecl:ion, an alfecl:ion not unlawful, 
becaufe not immoderate, is taken from ml", whoC~ endear­
ments, like ten_drils were entwined about my heart. I arlc, 
is it beneath the ~an, tne parent-, or the chrit1ian, to feel in 
foch a cafe? And if not, can it be wro11g to weep? Un­
freling apathy fays yes; and they who have 11-:ver been in a 
fimilar lituation, and are fl:rangers to a co,if.:ntaneity of feel­
ing, call it weaknefs; as if a tender fenfibility were a crimr, 
or ftupidity a virtue! ls not ·the pleafure ari{ing from agree, 
able facial cannecl:ions, the mofi exquilite of earthly felicity 2. 
And was noi: man made a facial _being, tha_t he might enjoy and 
communicate it? If, then, the formation and continuaace of 
thcfe relations were.intended to afford, and d9 adually a/lord 
this fatisfacl:ion, tbe. diffolution of them· mufi, of courfr, oc­
ca11011 a pungency of pain, in proportion as the foci al prin­
ciple is found to exifl:. W~y has the Author of natur~ en~ 
dowed man with the capacity for fympathy, and formed '-im 
for the finer fenfibilities of the foul ? Why has he opmeJ for 
him only, of all the variety of animated creatures, avc.-nues 
by which he may give vent to them in tears? Doubtlefs, in 
aid of virtue, to heighten focial endearments, to dra-w man 
more clofely to rn1m, and incite to more acl:ive exertions in 
relieving the wants, in contributing to the happinefs, and 
performing the duties he owes to his fpecies, and particularly 
tl the domefiic circle: in a word, to humaniu, to refine,. 
to endear. Sure the paffions of· love and grief are not un­
natural and contraband, when not carried to excefs ; and 
that only is to .be accounted excefs, which breaks out in mur­
murs againfl the divine admini{hation, or difqualifi=s for the 
duties we owe to furvivors. Our Lord has himfelf fanctificd. 
the teJrs of friend/hip. by his own, and the tears of ·affecl:ion 
cannot be lefs acceptable. Let him then, who can, hug-
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himtelf on account of his infen(ibility in Cuch a cafe, and if he 
pJc,i(,e, call it greatnets of foul. I envy him not his feelings,,, 
wh,ch, to me, di(play more of the indications of the mcH, . 
ani 1·al, than of the foci.!I being. 

What confol;i.tion remains for the mourning parents, tq 
folacc them while bemoaning their lofs? That thy ~arly dc­
pa1 rure will, in a way known to1infinite iQ.tdligence and good.,. 
ne(s be thy ever.:._alling gain. That thou art" pall: all fio1ms, 
ealed of all pains," and freed from all e\·ils. That thou art 
frcure from every t,;mpeff:, whom no rude blafl: can ever 
reach, nor w,1yward paffion agitatG, Tbat thou. art tranf­
pL:..nr,1·d in a more genial clime, and become an inhabitant 
of the<t world, where thy embryo powers will more rapidly 
CV ,he. T:1.n thy parent~ will never more feel pain, by aoy 
t'iing thou wilt foffer; and the hope that their difem'l;lodied 
fp,r~ts wi!J, in a little. time, coine where thine is gone; and 
th:1~; w:-'en t-~e refurrecl:ion morn arrives, they will fee thee 
ag 1,1 re-faihtoned, improved, beautified, .refined,. and made 
im io; t.:.l. It would have ·appeared a more affecting circum­
fu, ,ce, h~dll: thou been deprived of thy parents at fuoh an 
age, and left an helplefs and fr1endlefs orphan in an enfnaring 
and evil world; and deprived of parental attention, vigilance~ 
and direction. They would have left thee behind -them 
in the midfi: of fuch perils, with more anxiety and pertur-· 
bation than they now feel, in committing thee to the grave~ 
Should they be fpcedity called to follow thee, they may have 
occafion to feel much folicitude for thofe they may leave be­
liind, when thy being gone before, will be an event of plea­
ftng contemplation. Yes, my child, the ra-tional, fcriptural 
hope of feeing, of meeting, of embraciQg, of felicitating thee 
in heaven; the profpe8: of mutual congratulations, of a re­
newzl of alfeclions and endearments, that will be refined, 
unabating, and -endlefs, is our greateft confolation, and, in 
defiance of our prefent fenfations, alleviat•e our griefs. "Hail! 
that triumphant morn, when 4'ath jhall he /wallowed for rver j 
when you, with ourfelves, and the multitude of the bldTed 
that forrounds us, 1hall rife again; when the trumpet fhall 
found, and they who /Jeep in the duft 1hall awake; whm cor­
r:upti,n foal/ put on inc~rruptio11, an_d the mortal put on im­
mortality. The grave, tile facred repofitory of thy rem:1ins, 
faithful to it's trufl, 1hall relign it's charge at the voice of 
Chrilt; and we 1hall meet again and feparate no more.· We 
lhall not again witnefs the affecl:ing fcene of thine expiring 
agoni:.:s." The cruel hand of death, will not be able there 
to reach thee, and tear thee from 94r . embraces. Thou 
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fhalt R.<'!urifh in eternal health and vigour, and be, with us, 
for ever with the Lo,·d." 

What is the lcffon thy death affords to thy parents? Un­
doubtedly; a very inil-ru~ive one :-that they are Jlill on 
that journey which thou hafi Cb fpeedily finifhed ;-that they 
are only probatiollers of that worl.cl into which thou art hap­
pily arrived, and lhould therefore eagerly prcfs forward ;-that 
they have yet to pafs that bourn, which no traveller ever 
repaffed; and fhou!d ftcadily keep it in view. But, in prder 
t~at they may obtain that admittance into paradife, which 
thou haft found; they muft " hold our to the e11d. "-That 
the time of their "departure may be at hand/' and therefore 
it is needful to • relax their hold, as ,much as may be, from 
objecl:s and enjoyments of uncertain continuance; and from 
which; willing or unwilling, a feparation is inc!vitable. 
That the grave that enclofes tQee, will in a little time open 
for them ; when they _will be as infenlible to all that is 
paffing in the world as thou art, and where alfo, it can ad .. 
minifier as -little to their pleafure, as it now does to thine. 
May they; fro1'11 thy deceafe; be more folicitous to prepare 
for their's.-May the lofs of thee be borne with chrifl:iaf! re­
Jignation, and prepare them for any other deprivations 
the righteous Governour of the world may appoint. And, 
as thy arrival in a peaceful and happy world, gives them 
an additional interefl: in it, may it be an -additional fiimulus 
to redoubled exertions to fhare it with thee, and enjoy t'1at 
reciprocity,,and refinement of endearments, which death has, 
indeed, interrupted, but not defl:royed. May they love lefs 
a· world-fo empty, fo vain, fo inconll:ant; and ligh for en­
largement and.,t>erfecl:ion, Yet, while they conti1ne fojourn­
ers in it, m~y their nio!l active endeavours be uf.:d, to fill 
up every relation with reputati(,11 and ufeful11efs; anct ta per­
form -e11ery <luty with chearfulnefs and faithfulnefs; not 
merely,tLat treir names may be embalme.d in the memory of 
t~ofe they.may leave behind, but that they may be "always 
ready," may quit life wiLh the confciaufnefs of not havin(l' 
lived in vain, and through the blood of the Lm1b, with th~ 
hope of meeting, in another world, with an agreeable r~~ 
ception, and ·an appropri,ue reward. 

·2A2 
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lo the Editor of tht Genera/Bapti.ft Magazine. 
S1R, 

PER HAPS you may have (een in the Prot,jlant Diffenterr 
Magazine, an account of ;;ll the meeting-houfes in London, 
and the fucceffion of mini{rers in the·111 for a number of 
years, which I copied from a curious old MS. By the dif­
continuance of that perioclical work, this account is lefc irn­
perfell:, which is matter of regret to many. If you think 
pr~per to infert the remaining ·articles in your Mifcellany, I 
will fond them to you. I appn:hend this will not only be 
agreeable to your readers ( efpecially as the lafl: artick relates 
to the Baptifl churches) but alfo to the readers of the other 
work, now extinct; many of whom will probably purchafe 
yours to render that complete. Perhaps it may be-advifeable 
to print it upon fcparate leaves, fo as to admit of being tak,en 
out, and it might not be amifs to print an additional nuinber 
of thefe pages by themfelves. I think there will he enough· 
to furnifh ~n article in two of your Numbers, of about four 
~~~- '' 

I am, Sir, with great rcifpecl:, yo.urs, &c. 1 

Hackn,ey, April, 9, 1800. ' .S. -p Al.MER. 

TO THE REV. S. PALMER,,HACKNEY. 
Rro. Sir, 

I HAD the plt:afure to receive your favour, and give you 
thanks for your generous propofal to/urniih us with." the 
remaining articles of the .account of the meeting-houfes .in 
London, and the fucceffion of minifiers in them for :i number 
of years." Thei"e articles will, I doubt not, gratify many of 
our readers. \Ve fhall be glad to req:i ve them, if conve,­
nient to yourfelf, in time to be inferted in the two enfoing 
number:; of the General Baptifi: Magazine. How far it may, 
be advantageous, or proper, to print " ~n additiorial number 
of them by themfdves," depends upon fame circurnihnces in 
which I am not yecfully clear. But I will take the neceffary 
freps to obtain certainty rcfpecl:ing them. Any other corn..; 
munic:ition5_ for our Mifcellany will .be acknowledged with 
unfeigned gratitude. Scnfible of my obligations•for this,. aDd 
evt:ry other inJb.nce of your friendlhip, 

I am, Rev. Sir, your obedicnl humble fervant, 
20, Mile-end-rsad, The EDITOR, 

N. B. In confeguence of Mr. Palmer's kind propofal, our 
readers may expect, Providence permitting, that the i!l'ticles 
mentioned by him will be ,nforted in the General Bapcifi 
Magazine:, May and June next, LET-
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LETTER TO MISS J. K. 

Dear Friend, 

I RECEIVED your very kind letter with a deal of pl<m­
fure, and have re.ad it over, I trufl: with confiderable advan­
tage. It is my earnefl: defir-e that your prayers may be an­
fwered in my daily increafe in the divine life, for as you 
juftlyobferve there is nothin~ but the power of godlinefs to 
be accounted of: poffeffed of this we have every thing to 
make us happy, both in time and eternity; without it we are 
poor and miferable, though we glitter in gold, and pearls, and 
coll:ly array. . 

I efteem it·a great hie/ling that ever I hear9 the gofpel of 
peace, which proclaims liberty ·to-fouls captivated by fin and 
fatan; exhibit a J efus almighty to fave-opens a fountain_for 
fin 2.nd uncleannefs-promifes the holy fpirit to fanll:ify .:nd 
feal the b~lieving foul, and difplays the glories of heaven as 
an inhca:ritance for the dying faint. This, my dear friend, is 
piy treafure, the. rejoicing of my heart; to this I lle!irc to -be 
wholly conformed in my life; the image of. the meek and 
lowly Jefus it is my greatefl: ambition to bear, and to be 
wholly devoted to the fervice of my God. 

But, though I truil: I can fay with truth, that religion ls 
the chief obje8 of my purfuit, I m_eet with (µeh difficulties as 
1 fcarcel y krtow how to defcri be to you .- I often think that I 
have a more deceitful, wandering, unfl:able heart than any 
body elfe; • when I endeavour to apply my thoughts to medita­
tion, to readiog, or hearir:g the word preached, my heart 
will fl:art afide like_a deceitful bow; and fat,m is very diligent 
to help forward wanderings, and many times he brings in 
fuch fuggefHons, and harra{fos me with fuch temptations, that 
I am reaqy to give up my confidence, and conclude myfel.t in 
a !late of non-acceptance with God. 

On this • fuhjell: I need both your advice and your 
prayers. I hope you will not forget me at the throne 
of· grace. I fometimes meet with relief in prayer, and by 
converfing with my hufband about experimental things.­
I believe it is his fincere defire to be an helper to me in the 
way to heaven. 

For Come time lately I ha,•e met, as often as convenient, 
with a female acquaintance ; and we fpend a little time in 
mutual converfation and prayer, which I have found ufcful; 
and I believe were chrifiians to meet, and fpeak often one to 
anotha, it would be ho\h edify in~· to themfcl ves, and 
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acceptable to God ; as well now as in, the days of the prot. 
phet Malachi. Mal. iii. 16. ' 

'I am-.. dear friend, affccl:ionatcly yours, 
M. 

LETTER TO A FRIEND. 
Dear Sir, London, 08. 18, 1799. 

I RECEIVED your kind letter fafe, and I-mull beg your 
forgiveneis for my long filence about it. I was much con.:. 
cemed to hear of your being fo great a fufferer. But the 
Lord kf1ows bell what is gqod for his children: he dues not 
affiia them willingly; but f~nds the rod to make them live 
nearer to himfelf; and to fee t!-i.e vanity and emptinefs of.all 
this world's goods. How E,reat a mercy is it that your afflic­
tion has been {o fancl:ined,. as to produce tnis.good effelt ! 

May you daily experience more and more comfort from 
thofe precious promifes contained in the word of God ; and 
prove that they are " all yea and amen in Chrifi Jefus ;'' who 
is" the fame yefierdaj,, to-day, and for ·ever." l hope the 
Lord will hear your prayers, and fend the holy fpirit to cheer 
and comfort you when you need it moil. The prornife isi 
" wh_atfoever ye a{k believing, ye receive, and ye fhall re~ 
ceive." And· in another place, that, " while they are yet 
fpeak:ing I will hear, faith the Lord." Therefore doubt not; 
my good friend, hut he will be faithfu-1 to his promife, and 
fhnd by you i1, every time of need, We are poor faint 
hearted creatures, and can much more eafily give advice than 
practife it ourfelves; this l feel to be my own cafe; for I hav.e 
often thou~ht I thould faint was the Lqrd to fend me ,my 
heavy trial._ .But this, I am fcnfible, is d1fi10nourahle to 
him, for he has faid, "as thy day is, fo !hall thy fii-ength 
be." We are ready to forget where our .Hrength lies;· and 
that death is a conquere;d enemy,_ and one wei1t'<:d not fear; 
fince he is deprived of his fting, by the great Captain of our 
falvation; who overcan:e him by the blood of his crofs. Oh! 
that we did .hut look more to him, and to what he has done 
and furrered for us, than we do to ourfel v;es. 

l thank you for your kind advice, and I hope the Lord 
will enable rn.:: to profit by it. I much need the admonition, 
for a luke-warm fpirit is too, too prevalent in me. And how 
ought l to ad:Te his Jong-fufiering goodnefs, that he has kept 
me from bt:ing cut off as• a cumbc::rcr of. the ground. 1 do 
not forget you in my poor prayers, and 1 beV, an intereft in 
yo'.lrs. And, if we never meet again here below, I trufi we 
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!hall meet around the throne, and fing, " W onhy rs the 
Lamb that was fiain to roceive power, and riches, and 
"ifdorn, and fhc;ngth, and honour, and glory, and bleffing.'' 
Amen. 

I remain, dear Sir, in the Lor.cl, your affeclionate, 
• SoR01'. 

-===r.=c =:"". ~============== 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

THE fmall fo~iety, under the pafl:oral care of Mr. Jo!-.n 
Shenfi:011, have fome months ago, beeit d:·pri ved of thei£ 
meeting-houfe in Duke-frreet, Southwark : but they h2ve 
l1ired another convenient place, in Gravel-lane, Southwark. 
This is now fitted up, and it was opgned on the 11th of the 
prefrat month; _when Mr. Driver, Mr. Jarrom,- and Mr. 
George Co;npton, of Haadlon, near Cambridge, all engaged 
jn prayer, and Mr. D. Taylor <lelivered -a oifcourfe from 
Amos vii. 2.. f' By whom {hall Jacob arife ? for he is linaJI." 
Mr. T. con.cl'4ded with prayer. Mr. Shenfl:onc read out the 
fuitable pfalms and hymns, which were fung at proper inter­
vals durirtg the fervice. 

It was .a _time of ferioufoefs and pleafure, and we humblv 
hope that by the power and grace of the 1" mighty God ~ 
Jac,;b," that {mall intereft will y.;it arife to a flate of n:fpecl:a­
"bi!itv, i;o the fatisfacl:ion and comfort of many, and to the 
hon;ur of his great ·and glorious name. Amen. 

On Wednelday, the qth of 1he prefent month, was the half­
_yearly meeting of fome General Baptill:s,(fee vol. ii. p. 388) at 
which were prdent Mr. Jofeph Hobl:ls, of Chatham, Kent, 
Mr. fdward Sc;-lcton, of Che01am, Bucks, -~v1r. George 
Compton, of' Haarnon, Cambridgefhire, and Md[ D. 
Taylor, J. B. Sher.Hon, W. Shenfton, T. Bore, J. Day, 
J. Mann, W. Gamble,]. Jai-rom, andS. Driver,all of London. 

Brother Hobi?_s opened the meetin_g with prayer. 
Brother Tay!Qr was requefled to take the chair. 
Brother Compton requefted to bcco11-1e a member of this 

iinall focicty, al)d was Admitted. After this he proceeded l'O 

give an acc.Qunt of the church, over which he is pafl-or, at 
Haarfl:on ; and propofed two difficulties, refpecling which he 
<lcfired advic~. They were confidcred, and advice was given 
him accordingly. • 

Brother Sexton then gave fame account of the fl-atc of the.: 
church at Cheiliam, whicl\,a,ppear~ to be peaceful and profpc­
rous; ,but in confequence of our late brother Young's 

• ,foach, fl:ands in g_rcat need of a i,-iinil1er. 
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Brother Hobb's alfo gave an account of the fiate of things 
:at Chatham ; and the converfation was continued till it was 
found nece!Tary to prepare for public wor01ip, which began at 
fix o'clock. When brother D. Taylor read out the hymns, 
brother Compton prayed, and .brethren Sexton and H0bbs 
delivered two difcourfes. • The former from I John i. 3. 
" That which we have feen and heat,!, declare we unto you, 
that ye alfo may have fellowfl1ip with us: and tfllly our fel­
lowlhip is with the Father, and with his Con Jefus Chrifl:." 
The latter from I Thell: v. 14. "Now we .exhort you, 
brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble­
minded, fupport the weak, be patic:nt towards all men.>' 
Brother Hobbs, after preaching, concluded with: prayer; 
and the atfociated brethn:n retired into the vefiry for couver­
fation till about ten o'clock. Brother Taylor conciuded the 
ferviceofthe day with prayer. 

The next meeting to be at Chefham, Bucks; on Thurfday, 
October the 9th, to begin at feven o'clock in the morning. 
Brother Taylor and brother Shenfione to preach in the even­
ing, arid brother Compton to preach on the preceding, i. e, 
the \V ednefday, evening. 

HINTS RESPECTING THE BAPTISTS.-
" BAPTISM (Ba'7!'T,c-µ.c,) i~ a facrament by which a 
perfon is ,initiated into the chrifiian church. Among the 
Jews, when a perfon was made a profelyte to their religion*, 
if a male, he . was firfi circumcifed, and foon afte1 wards bap­
tized; during which time a fummary of their religion was 
read. Baptifm is prattifcd by all pt·ofelTors of chrifiianity, 
except ~ak.ers. In primitive times1 ~he aeremdny was per­
formed by immerlion, as it fl:ill is in the Oriental churches, 
agreeable to the original fignification of the word, which means 
dipping or plunging. The practice of:the wefiern churches is 
to fprinkle the water upon the head or face of the perfon bap.: 
tized, except the church of Milan, in whofe rit'1al it is ordered 
that the head of the infant be three time~ plunged in water. In 
primitive times, it feems probable that none were baprized 
but adults, tho' feveral learned men contend, that infants were 
admitted into thisfacrament." Se~ Dictionary on the word Bap­
tfm, by the Rev.James B:irclay, curate of Ed111onton,&c. 1792. 

* It feerns, however, fufficiently evident, that this practice of 
baptizing profelytes, was merely a J ewi{h tradition, without any 
divine authority; and not practifed before the time of John the 
Baptift. See Booth's Pa::dobaptifm examined, vol. ii. p. 162,&_c. 
2d edit. 1787. D. Taylor's Elfay on Chriftian Baptifm, 2d edit, 

p. 5 1, and others, • 
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. Nollingham, April i 2, I Sc~. 

ON the 26th of March )all died, Mrs. Mary Smith; 
wife of the Rev. Robert Smith, pafl:or of the General Baptif!: 
church at this place, She was the eldefl: daughter of the· late 
(worthy) Mr. Samuel Robinfon, of .Melbourn, Derbyfuire. 
She "remembered her Creator in the days of her youth." 
I think when about I 5 _years· old, fh1:: was baptized, and re­
ceived a member of the ch_urch at 'Melbourn, aud contimred 
in that church for fevcral y_ears. . 

In the year 1789, on the 16th of November, fhe gave har 
hand and heart ,to the above Mr. Smith,; and I believe I 
may fay, (allowing for the frailties of natur'e) they have lived 
in real conjug~l affection ever fince; and being; a near re­
lation, I have had ,the opportunity of being eye and r>ar wit­
ncfs of their mutual love; After this marriage the was 
recommendeq to, and received a member of, the church at 
Nottingham, and ever iince has cor.tin_ued a worthy pro­
felfor of,Chrifl: Jefus . 
. She did :1ot appear to be elate.with pride,fo as to think herfe1f 

above her brethren or fifiers ; but ,,vith 111uch freedom would 
conv:er:fe wit!~ the lowef'.: yet did not appear forward amoni 
ilrangers. Thofe, howi;:ver, w_ho wer~ rh:: mofr intimatt, 
had the highefl: opinion of her as a chrifl:ian, and the mofl: 
refpecl: for her. It is i:10t to be wondered th,1t the near in­
timacy· of her beloved partner, ma<;le her hig_h in his efl:eem, 
'' But(to_ ufe.his ovm words in a f1milar cafc) alas! fue w;,s 
mortal:" and a'fter .in iilnefs of a, confumptive nature for 
five or fi:,i: weeks ( which was f~om the time of her delivery of 

. 'her eighth child) {hc: ditd, leaving behind her a hufb,rnd and 
five childi:en to lament her lofs ~ • 

Truly a !of~ indeed.! But to_defcribe the feelings of her 
affccl:ionate hufband on .this occafi•m is impvH:blc. • 

Whiie in the midfi of his grief, and ;;Jmo!t bathed in tears, 
I heard him exprcfs the feelings. of his tl~r•.·bbin6 breaft in 
lang•1age iimilar to this ; " 0 what a ihvke is this ! S11ch a 
fi:roke I never felt ! The world's nothii,g ! A,l's goae ! r 

A. littJc before her death the fent'• fer _me, ·her hufbancl 
being gone to preach at :t vil:agc- apout nine n:iles oft: 
After enquiring ref p~cl:ing the ilate of her body, 1 could per-
1..::ive fue wanted to turn the converfation, and fpuke of the 
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go'-,i,,~(s 0f God to l;er foul,; but efp~cialty that he haq 
gl\. n ,.:~ :,on to be a Savio11r fo,,: IJer, faying, ~' pn hirn I 
ca:1 dc~'cnd for acc:ptancc with God," and "0 ho~ heavy 
wo,u]cJ my '"-ffiic.lion be if ~ had not Chriil: Jefu6 to le:an 
u;~0·1 ! i w:ih to be pat1c,1t. '' She faid, ~' I have qut one 
thi,;g to rcfleEI: ~!011 11, U that I had peen mor~ faith(u) 1 thijt 
I h~d lived nrnre on the promiCes :" :and ~h~n rep~ate4 ~)i~ fol:-
lowing ver(e ;- • . . ' 

u It\ true ihe race is fuarp1 
But then it is not long J 

Each racer foon fha\l take his harp, 
And w•,rblc Zion's Cong)' • 

Her converfation, ;;.nd the pleafur<:: ihe enjoyed from the 
profpe.:l: of her futme fiate, made me rejoice1 • though it 
,brought tears from my eyesi Before I left her ·ihe made 
a requefl: that Brother Rogers, with the congregario11) Would 
remember her at the throne of g~ace.· • -- • • 

The Tuefday night before ilie died, when Mr. Smith was 
going to preach, '111e fays, Rememb'er me, pray fhat I may 
hav~ p;:tience. Nor did he forget her defire, but'with a foll 
bea,t pleaded with the Lord in her behalf, and for her re­
covery, yet wifhed to be enabled to rdigri her~ ~11d fay, 
"It is the Lord, let him da wha~ feeme1h him gp<?d/i She 
had it fixc:d in het mind for weeks before fhe_ W,J.S ~~livered, 
that fhe ihould not recover this lying-in, and ufed to· fay to 
her huiliand, " let me help you to do this or do that, perhap~ 
'it will be the laft time; or, 1, may-be, fhall not help you long.!; 
A friend ( Brother Elliott) called to fee her after fhe was 
brought to bed, and faid, " \Veil, I hope you have don~ 
thi:1king you fhall not recover this time;" "No,'' fhe fays, 
~' Ii's not too late yet;'' and fo it proved. I have po doubt 
fue died hap?y in the Lord, and is now, through faith and pa­
tience, inheriting the promifes. -She wais interred in the Bap-
tifi: burial-ground, on the 30th of March. • 
• The Rev. B. Pollard, of Qiorn, Leicefierfhire preached 
her funeral fermon_ to a very cruudcd audience, from Luke 
:,vi. 42, "But one thing is needful; and' Mary hath chofen 
that good part_ which fhaH not be taken away from her." 
~ t was a very affeaing, i nftructi ye di fcourfe; few C?uld re­
frain (heddirrg tears: it was a folemn interview indeed. May 
we all be ready when the awful fummons comes. 

' JAMES ·SMITH. 
N. B Perhaps it may be agreeable to fome to fay, the firll 

time Mr. Smith preached at Nottingham, after this fl:roke of 
providence, was from the 39th Pfalm, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13th 
verfc:s. "I was dumb, I opened not my moutb becaufe 1hou 
~idfl itt &c. • ' REVIEW 
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J>uBLIC WoRSHIP, conjidered and enf~rced. By Jofeph King­
horn. " Not .forfaking the a:ffembling of ourfdoes together, as 
the manner oj Jome is," l-lcb, x. 25. :l4 pages, 12mo. 6d. 

,Button. 

MR. K. very prbperly fays,'' It defcrves enquiry, what tendency the re­
laxed fentiments and praltices of the prefer,t age refpell:ing Public Wodhip have 
had on thofe· who have tairly felt their influence; what is the moll: likely way 
qf pre(erving the prefent profeffors of ChriA:ianity from the fatal elfell:s of in­
difference and infidelity ; and h~w we lhall beA: keep the riling generation from 
that early oppofition to all religion, of which we have feen too many inA:ances." 

The viewspfour author, his defign in this publication, and how far through 
the divine bleffing, it is calculated to accompldh that defign, may, in forr.e med­
fure, appear to our readers, by attendini; to Mr. K's·introdultory paragraph, and 
&ener,l fchemc ; which we tranfcribe, that they may be induced to read tt.e 
whole pamphlet. It is. plain, fenfible, ferious, and, we think, adapted to do much 
good, - , • 
• '.' The importance or Ch,;iA:ians a!fembling themfelves toge.her for the worJhip 
of God," fays our author, '' lus· been very generally acknowledged; and chafe 
\V.b.u h,vc argued agiiinA: the prall:ice h•v" feldom made much imprcffion, ucept 
on Cuch as enly wanted an apology to neglect it. Very few, who pay any regard 
.toreli;:ion, will ferioully fay, they do not believe it is the duty of men publicly to 
'worfhip God: and thofe few are not the objelts of the prefent addrefs, I wouhl 
wiih-to (et before the profe!Tors of ChriA:ianity fome confiderations on this fubjed, 
not' (o much to convinc~ them of it's propriety, !!• to put them in remembrat1ce 
_or what may excite an earneA: and ilea<ly regard to an important duty. 
' The confiderations which the author lays befare h,s reader for the purpofe 

abovem<ntioncd are the following. 1, Public Worlhip is one of God's ap• 
'pointed ways of receiving the Horr.age of his creatures. ... It has a great ten. 
dcncy to keep up in our minds a fenfe of the charall:er of God, and of our fir111-

tion. 3. It i• an important meins of promoting religious knowledi:;e, 4. "It ia 
much connell:ed with a ChriA:i,in's moral improvement and comfort, even to the 
end of life. s. It is a central point where the profe!fors of the religion of (;f)riA: 
vifibly uriite as his fubj«lh, for tl-re purpof°' of obeying the various parts of his 
':Viii." Under thefe heads, Mr: K. makes many pertinent obfervatioru, fuited to 
men of different cla!fes, and in different circumftanccs ; refers to various paff,ges 
offcripture ; and concludes the whole with fcveral intm:iling exhortations'._ 

SACRED POETRY. 

,On the Death of Mrs. Eliz, Pegg I The wife in whom true w'.fdom dwell•, 
of [1 egwort/i, 0 ! where can lhe be founi ? 

"Many Daughters have done virtuouf- In vain to plays or ball•_ I go, 
ly, but thou excr;!lell: them al,:" To fcek th1S lovely fair; 
l'rov. xxxi. 29. Nor can the i;offips table tliew 

__ Such worth intrit\fiC there. 

W Here is the woman that excels 
'l'he daughters fa ren111vn'd ? I 

Thus wif.Jom fpeaks-lhe 
home, 

'!i• the1e he! feet abide; .. 
dwell, at 

Prcpar'il 
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Prepar'd to meet what'er lh~ll come, 
.And for ·her houfc prov idc,. 

B~time the rifes; 'and at night 
Her candl~ you might fee; 

And all day long with aU her might, 
At fome good work will be. •-

She, like th' indullriou1 Ant, is found, I 
lncrealing of her ftore; ' 

And fe-ws: or turn, the wheel around, 
That lhe may i:;ive the more. 

$he ne'er defpands at threatell,ing 
lhower•, 

Nor ,lra~ht, norblafted vine; 
While they who icily fpeDd their hours, 

Still murmur aad repine. 

Let the great ones a part of their 
plcafures curtail, 

Their large 'forms into fmall ones 
di-.ide: 

Population of cou\'fe, in due time, will 
prev~ilj , 

And m,,nopoly thrull _011 one licle, -

Let the parks ar,d wafte lan6s .to -,the 
plowlbare be brought, 

HG>pe will iweeten the _labourer's 
brow; 

With plcafure he'll toil, while his off­
fprina are taught, 

To lifp out, " May God fpeed the 
plough." 

Let thofe wbo are ble'ft with a-- l~rge 
fiore of wealth, 

She•~ to her ncighboun jufi and kind, I C~nfi~er the ind_igent poor_; 
Their faults lhe lets alo?e ; _ _ Their d~ftrelles _relieve both 1n licknefs 

While others of her fex will mmd • ano health'· _ 
.All bufincfs but their own. Nor rl1e rnend1ca11t turn out oftloor.-

Thefe pretty creatures (fo ador'd) 
Can manlv virtues boaft; 

:Bat this good wi~ tlaat fea~ the Lord, 
Mull: fure poffefs the moll:. 

Her hufband's hoaour'4 through the 
land, 

111 linen fine and fair ; , 
.And all her children round her fiand 

And b!efs their m"cher's care. 

She oft relieves the needy fQ.uT, 
The great apl"rove ha ways ; 

.AruJ. by her conduct through the whole 
She gains her ht:iband's praife. 

"Ti• thus, 1'.he fpeads her time at borne, 
With humble faith and prayer; 

Sciil ""aitiag' for a heaven to come, 
.And views tlie protpell fair. 

JOSEPH PEGG, 

God Speed the Plough. 
SINCE" God fpeedthe plough·' is the. 

word ot rhe day, 
. A word at this time muc1:i in falhion, 

Ferro.it a good Farmer a few words tP fay 
Di veiled oi fplcen and. of pafiion, 

Let th~ parfon his doctrines with piety 
preach, 

,And the people with re-.ere11ce bo,.- ; 
'J'o chofe pious namples eur S•viour 

'_ did teach, 
'ff,en with faith lie'Jl fay " God 
_ fpe,:d the pluu,gh," 

As • philanthropill:s, give, and with 
charity _large, • " 

As far as your purfes ~llow ; 
The demands of your Saviour, you'll 

partly difcharge, 
Aud with fafcty ;ling, •· God' f~eed 

, the plough. 

The poor M_an' s Soliloquy, 
'For the G, B. M . 

.Ah me ! ah me ! where's all my 
~om•orts /led? 

J lab'qur hard to obtain_ a bit of /mod ; 
Aad beer', untafied-tho' 'cis what I, 

like, • 
I'm forc'd to quench my thirft at brook 

or dyke;• __ 
Tho' ,n.at I want, an ounce I can't 

procu~e, • • . • 
Alas! alas! howwretched arc the poor! 
And cbLCse, -though good, I may but long 

or look, 1 

For if l taile, l'm.i11 the ~11xt~,•~ book: 
Then he'.ll complain, an'd i lha[l forely 

fret, 
I 'II therefore ftarve before l'IJ run in 

debt . 
• My wife !-lhe rilourns~my babel! 

they me"cre grow, 
While thing• are th11s,-I find it muR, 

• be fo. 
We'll ~u-ftou.rGod, a11dhls fatvation} 

prize, • · 
1 

, 

Like Lazarous die, and like that 
foi:1~ arife, , 

'fhen feall:-with Chrill:,-where glory· 
_ nevrr die,, • l'.• A, . 
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LIFE OF THE REV. THOM~S si;EFFE.~-Continued from 
. p. 138. 

WELL did this prudeIJt youth apprehend, how abfurd it 
is for any to undertake to officiate ih chriil:ian alfemblies, 

• before they are' entered into full communion; and well did 
he confider, how great a duty and privilege it is, to com­
memorate the death of our great Lord at his table. Ac­
cordingly, in September 1734, fome confiderable time before 
he engaged in the fociety I laft mentioned, he made his fidl: 
approach to that ordinance, with the entire t:onfent and ap­
probation. of th~ church, to whom he wrote an excellent letter 
on the occafion, which I would gladly infert, if I had conve­
nient room to do it. But I cannot forbear tranfcribin!l" a few 
of his rellecl:ions upon this head, in a letter which he 

O 

wrote 
prefently after·; becaufe I hope it may animate young chriC­
tians to attend an important duty, which I fear they are too 
ready to neglecl:. . - • • . 

" I did then," fays he, ( fpeaking of the preceding fabbJth) 
11 give myfelf up to God, and feal my covenant with him; 'and 
it is with unfpeakable pleafure that I look back on that fole1;nn 
and awful cranfacl:ion. I blefs God, I can fay, the day i11 
which I made· my fidl: approach to the table of the Lord, 
was one of the bell: dayi;, if not the very beil, I ever lived. 
-I then felt more' fenfible Corrow for fin, than l had ever done 
bdor~. I was filled with admiration to think that I, who did 
not defrrve to be fet among the_ dogs of his Rock, fuould have 
the hon0ur of fitting among hi~ children at his table. I hope 
I had then fome appropriating views of the bleffed J efus, and 
sould c.ill him my Saviour and my God; could e'.tcem hirn 
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the chief atllong Ten Thoufand, and altogether lovc:ly. , And 
while I was by~f.,ith freJing on him in this ordinance, unfp~;ik:­
able tranfpons of grief and joy at once frizc~ on •~1y lnui.': 
grief, when I looked up, and faw- my blced111g dying R~­
dccrner bearing my fins in his_ own body on the tree; 
when I vicw.::d him, as wounded for my tranfgreffiom, ,1s 
bruifcd for mine iniqu'ities, and cndui'ing th,;t cha{life111ent 
whic1, was the purcha(c of my peace: and proportionable joy, 
when l confidcred that n!y li1_1<;, though fo great, and lo many, 
and attencl~d with fuch_ aggr:i.vated circumfiances as gave 
them a fcarlet and cri,nfon die, were all wafhed away in the 
over-flowing fount-ain of his precious blood. On the 
·whole, l was enable<l with delight, to draw water out of 
this \Veil of Salvation, and could with ple,afure eplarge oa 
this head: but mufi conclude wit~ intreating'· your prayers for 
me, drat having vowed unto the Lord, I may never go· back; 
but -confideririg myfdf as bound by fo many engagements, 
invit::d by fo man} eucouragements, and obliged to God and 
gociliiH!fs by fo many ties of duty, interefl:, and grafr·\de, I 
may be running the chrifl:ian race with patience a!'ld alacrity;­
and continually adorning that profeffion, whichl pave ir:i this 
ordinance fo folemnl y made." _ 

In confequence of a refolution, fo folemnly recorde·d i11 this 
onlinancc, and often renewed. and fealed in returning • ap-· 
proaches to it, our author continued in a calm, refolut.::,­
and diligent profecution of his . frudiesj - according to the 
plan laid down above; fiill conducl:ing himfelf in a pit..iQent. 
and cautious manner, fo as to cut. off occafion,. ev~n from 
thofe that fought it, iffuch there had been, to bring any re-" 
proach on the fociety he belonged to, and the denomination 
of chri{hans in whofe interefi he had· chofen to embark. Nor 
do I from this time rr'.'eet with any incident refating to him, 
fo remarkable as to require a particular notice, till Augulr, 
1737, when it plcafed God to remove his reverend and ~or­
thy father, by a fi1:oke which liis family a:id the church wil! 
have long caufe to lament. This Providence occafioned 
Two Letters, which have been fo very pleafing. to me, and 
to fome; pious and judicious friends to whom I-have commu­
nica,cd them, that I cannot forbear inferting the. greatefi part 
of them here; as l_ think they are both a very lively and 
beautiful image of fi:ial piety in it's r::iofi: genuine workings; 
:;ind as the 1.;""ttcr contains fome fuch confolacions on the death 
of friends, as the befl of manki11d in this dying world have,' 
.:!..is, frequent occafion to recullect, . 

Th~ former of thd..: was direcle<l to his mother; but begins 
·JJI 
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i11 thiJ abrupt manner, Without any appellation to mark the 
pcrlon for whom i,t was p:irticularly intuHled. 
• "Lafi night the '110ft melancholy lett~r came to my hands 

that ever I rei:ci Ved, and l ;im now fitting down to write 
an ;infwcr to it. But to· whom fuall I aldrefs myfdf? and 
what ihall I ,make the fubjecl: of my lctte1·? . 
. • " Had I futli.cient encouragement to hope, that mr dear 
fathtr cmrld • read it, or·hcar it read; I ihculd not be long in 
determi.ning whether l fhould direcl:. a part of it to him. 
But the a~count I_ have.ha_d of 'his extreme illnefs difcourages 
me from il: if'he wa·s ·a we.0 k ;ac,-() f•> low and weak, as 
to be· incap(Me of holding a pen to

0 

write a f.:w lines to me, 
there's .too much room to :CufpeB:, lefl: that <lifeafc, whii:h made 
his hands••fo' feeble, lhould b'( this ti.me have caft a mortal 
vail over his' eyes; and ftopped his ears, fo that he can nei­
ther read; no~ hear) what i·write_. 0 could I meet with fome 
one that is a:bl'e to refolve the qu~(tior1 ! With what eager­
uefs fhould I addrefs myfelf to fuch a perfon, in the langu,,g ·, 
though not in:the fentiments, of Jofeph, Doth my father ,·et 
live? But oh, with what fear and anxiety ihould I attend i:re 
anfw:;r? How friould I fear, lefl: my prefent uncertainty ihould 
be changed into a melancholy certainty-; and t~at uneafy 
fituation· of mind, which between hope _an-i fear concernin·g 
my father's !if~ I am now in, fhould be fuccceded by the deep-
elt Corrow 'from hearing, He does not Ii ve ! • • • 

"In the midfl of fuch uncertainties,. what fuall I do? What 
courfl! ihall I iake? ;Shall I venture to write to him? Shall 
I tell him, that· notwithftanding the prevalence of his; difeafe 
and his extreme weaknefs, I have yet great hope of his re­
covery? Alas, there's little room for that. \Vhat hope can 
I have, when a phylician, whofe /kill enables him to form a 
mo_re certain judgmc:nt, than his tendernefs and unwilling.;. 
neis to grieve will permit him to impart, does yet fay, If he 
does recover it will be a confiderable time firfl:? Where is 
t~e ftrength to hold out ·a con!iderable time under fuch a 
<l1feafe? Do the young and vigorous often fall a prey to a 
fever, afler a few dJys or a few hours firuggl::? And can 
the aged an<l infirm grapple with, and conquer, fo p::iw.::rful 

.au inv;1der? 
, "Shall I then endeavour to adminifl:er fame divine con~ 
folations to a dear parent, in the near views of death and 
ete~nity? ~{fed be (}ad, that I have fo much rcafon to 
believe, tlffll'i.vould he an unneceffary talk, as I have good 
ground to hope, that that GGd whom he has ferved with fo 
much fait!1fulnels and confiancy in this life, will not with-

2 C 2 hold 



180 lll61GRAI'HY, 

h,,ld from him the comforts of his fpirit in his death ; and 
that Gad concerning whom he has fo often faid in the time 
of health and profpe:rity, Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
.. nd there is none upon earth that I defire befides thee; 
will be the firength of his, heart now, when his flelh and 
hc-;.rt fail him, a,1d will be his portion for eyer, I doubt 
not, that vital attive principle of love to God, and delight 
in him, which fpread fuch a calm and. ferenity ov-er his 
mind during life, will dart a chearful ray tQ enlighten the dark 
valley of the ihadow of death. • 

" Once more, Shal,l I yet fuppofe him alive, and capable 
of reading or hearing my J~tter, hough juft on the ·brink of 
the grave, and almoft panting out his }aft breaih ? And ihall 
I write to take my laft folemn farewell of him, till we meet in 
eternity? 0 how can I do that ? It's a tafk too melancholy 
for me; my heart even melts at fuch a thougllt. No, though 
I have too much reafon to believe, . that if my dear fathe1: 
cloes live, to fee or hear this, it will be _the !aft that he wiU 
fee or hear from me, yet I will Qot, cannot write it as the !aft, 
However, my uncertainty about hirn is fo great, that I cannot 
prevail upon myfetf tQ addrefs it immediately to him, too m1µ:h 
afraid lefr I ihould be yvriting to a pale (;orpfe, infiead of a 
living tender father.-ln this dubious frame of mind, to thee, 
Oh my God, would I turn. I ~now, that thou livefr, and 
wilt ever live: Thou art the great arbiter of life -and death; 
tbou bringdl: down to the border~ pf the grave, a11d thou 
only canft fay with a prevailing voice, Retum~ Let us joi11 
in faying, if there is yet room for prayer, Do thou hear it 011 
the behalf of thy fervant: Do not fo lay our fins to 01,1r !=harge, 
as to tak,.e away our father and hufband: Oh fpare him a little 
that he may re1=over frrength, &c. But i( he is out of the 
reach of prayer, difpofe us chearfu!J y t0' acquiefce •in tbis 
affii8ive difpenfation of thy wife providence: adored pe ~hy 
name, that fuppofing this, we hav.e fo much reafon to mingle 
our praifes with our tears; and though we thould lament 
t½e-lofs of 2 mofl: tender, valuable, and important relative; 
yet we -may rejoice to think, that we mou;n not as 'thofc with.­
out hope for him, to whom to live, was Chrift, and confequ~t~ 
ly to die mufl: be gain. Amen." 

He then addrdfes his mot~er in a very ten\1er ftrain, 
on a fuppofition that ilie might poffibly be a wournful 
widow before this Jetter reached her: but as .~any ef the 
con!iderations he there touches upon are more lar"g~ly inferted 
in the confolatory addrefs which next follows, I omit them, 
c:nly here tranfcribing the following expreffive lines. 

c1N~w 
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"Now is_ the time efpcci.;i!y! to refl~cl upon God as your 
conlbnt Friend, and uevcr-fadmg portion. Now is the time 
to recollect hi_s many exceeding great and precious prorr,ifes. 
Look back on former cxperien~es, and draw encouragement 
from t~em: look_ forwarJ, and view th~t Divine principle of' 
grace implanted m your fouls, by which you are united to 
God, and to Chrifi-, in the bond s of an cverlafiing cove­
nant. 

" This, rnr dear mother, may b_e a (ource of cairn ferenity, 
:ind even of JOY and tranfport, 111 c1rcumfiances, which Ill 

other ref peels- wear the mofl: gloomy afpecl:. And if you are 
tempted to entertain any anxious thoughts about thofe dif­
ficulties, which may attend_ '-1S i,n our palfagc through life, 
now the ,cha:-inel through which the greateft part. of it's 
fupports and enjoyments 8owe.d down to us is dried up, let 
JJS remember, that the earth is the Lord's, and the fulm:fs 
thereof: an.cl now the il,reams are cut off, let us rife to the 
~ountain of all good.". _ • . -

This letter was dated the foll: of Augufl-, 1737, and his 
father died on the feventh ; fo that ac,;:ording .to the ufual 
colirfe of the pofi, it rnufi, I fuppofe, come to-hand while he 
was yet alive: • and a pioys and tender parent will judge 
perhaps better than any one can, what a noble confo!atiorr 
it mull :).dd to the lafl: d,1ys and hours of his life, to hear fuch 
a letter from fuch a fon. I quetl:ion n~t but his generous 

• ,nind • would rejoice for·others, as well as himfelf; not on! y 
thinking, wh2t an-ornament and fupport fuch a Ion might 
prove, to the f.urviving branches of the family; but alfo 
how ufeful his maturer age. rriight be to the world, who 
was capable of ;;drni:1ifh:ring fuch confolations to _the affiicled, 
before he_ had yet gom: ,h:·ough the fl:udies of his youth. 

A few day~ more brcu.:,ht ou,· young friend the melancholy 
t)dings, that his father was dead; which occafioned the fol­
lowing letter, ifated the 15th of Auguil:, I 7 37; which I doubt 
iiot has alfo proved a vvry great fupport to the worthy perfon 
to whom it was adun:ff.d, whr-;n moun,ing over the remains 
of this dear Ion by whoc:i it was written ; -who feems therein 
to have been providentially led to lay in, i_f I m:.i.y fo fpeak, 
a cordial againi'.l: his own approaching funeral. It the reader 
be a/felled with it, ;.s I myfelf have been, there will be no 
need to make an apology for inforting: rt at large: and I am 
perfuacied rt 11Juft :.1ff0.i:J every bdicvn of chrifiianity a fecret 
triumph, to co1,:pare ,h:s cpii,::: ot a youth inlhuc\ed in the 
gofpel, with th·+. , :· tl:~ n'.n(l. lc.tr:1-:,l and celebrated philofo­
phcrs of antiqui~1 , 1,,_ 1,.L,icub.ly of Seneca, Tully, and his 

cor-
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correfpon.dei,t friends, 0n mdaricholy occafions, which bore 
forne rcfemblance to that 011 which this was written. 

c, My dear dear ·Mother, 
Augu.ft 15, 1737. 

" You. may callly imagine with what fad furprize I re­
ceived the I.aft account from·" vV rentham. 1 have indeed 
been in_ an uncJ.fy fiate of uncertainty ever fince I left you: 
Yetthe-letter ,vhich·{ had afew days :ago;written wi,th your 
h.:od, and which gave me_. an 'account of my father's fmall 
r~,ival, gave me withal fome comfortable hope of his ·reco­
-,,ery; fo that the interval between that andthe'lafl: letter, was 
{pent in fome greater degree of <>hearfulriefs, th:m I was willing 
to allow myfe1f before; Btit oh, how foon was it, turned into 
forrnw 1 And I _·was lifted high in my hope'5 and expe8ations, 
<>flly to befunk·the lower by that fad melTagewhich I rec.:ived­
by the hand of my fifl:er lafl: .F1iday night. How did l. 
trembl~, when I fa,~ the l~tter ! --How many melanuhtlly 
fi:ars did r,nt' •foreboding heart foggefi, even before I opened 
it! But-when it was opened, oh; what did I Jee !·.:Words 
that couid not but cur me to ,the very heart, Our dear father is 
dead. Tears prevented me from rea-tling any further I and 
the repetition of the cutting fen~ence calls up my tear-s afreili:­
;rou muJl give mdcave then to weep a while, and I will en~ 
de;i.vour to procecd1 • 

"It wili be painting too melancholy a fcene, to tell you 
what a variety .of gloomy thoughts paffed through my mind 
n;.1 this occafion. ~ o, I will not renew, _or. increafe your 
forrow, by aggravatmg the lofs We have fufta111ed, in the death 
of fuch .1 hufbancl and father. But _I woul_d fain turn my 
thou~hts to the brighter fide, and b'y d!vine affit1ance en'" 
deavour to fuggefl: fuch things as may he of ufe to reconcile 
tJS to this very heavy fl:roke of providence, and to form • us 
to Cuch a fuitable difpofition of mind, as that if any one 
fuould a!k us, ls it well with thy hufband ? Is it ~ell with 
thy father? Is it well with thct:? Wt may even with a 
fmile reply, It is well. -_ 

"I omitted writillg the Jail poil, that I might have tin;e to 
fettle and compofe my ow11 mind, 'and confcquently be the 
more capable of adminifl:ering confolation to you, and 
others, who are intimately concerned in my dear father's 
cl:e-..ith. Had I wrote immedi~tely after the rect:ption of my 
fifler's letter, while n.y mind was alll',lo/l: overwhelmed with 
forrow, you might indeed have fecn a ilieet of paper fill~d 
wi,h the moil: paffionatc exprcffio11::. of tendcrnefs and grief; 

but 
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but pcrl;i~ps they would only have: ,ferved to open your 
wounds afrefh; whereas my clelign in what I now write, 
is, if poffi blu, to pour in balm to heal them. 

" DLe/Ted bi:: God, the fiorm t:•.ac v✓as f.rfl: raifed i!1 my 
mind, h;,s been, by him c-ompianded into a calm; and the 
confolations of God have 11ot hten few, nor fmail to me. 
on this occaiion. And I am not without good hope, that 
if y0u are not yet brought to a '.fettled compofed irate -of 
mind,'thofe confiderations which religion fuggefts, and whi.cl, 
have beei1 the happy tncians of reviving my fpirits, and 
.introducing fome confi'derable • mea[,;i.re 'of tranquillity into 
my ,mind, may ~nfwer the .. fame ·end,. and have -the fame_ 
cli-c:ct upon y6u. - • - • · 

"The dear, dear man has taken his final leave of us, wtth 
1egard to this world; and· we ca\lnot but mourn his depar­
ture. Th~ defire of our eyes is taken away from us; and it 
would argue;,. fiupid, infenfible, favage temper; not to drop a 
tear, or- feel any tender concern ·under fo fad a. ihoke~ 
The wife author of our nature did not place th::fe melting 
e_motions of foul, for no other pmpofe _. but. to be rooted 
011t -as wee<ls 1 ahd the noble!l: examples of faith and holi­
nefs, .courage an<l mtgna'niinity, which are 1ecord:ed in the 
Old and· New Tefl:ament, are· reprcfonted as. dropeing a 
tear upon fuch an occafion. -Everi the fpo,!cJs -J efus wepr 
over Laz~rous.-B_ut th~ greateft. danger is, leit we abandon 
ourfelves to i11imoderate farrow, fo to mourn as to refufe to 
'be comfvrted. \Ve are n?t, with, Jacob, tE> refolv~ to go 
down to the grave 1J10urmng, bec1ufe we are deprived of 
thi~, or that, coinfort of life.-That you, my:dear, and now 
011ly paren_t, may- not fink under the yveight of y0ur fo1·­
row, let rriJ·•lead your,rhoughts ro the°'.fullowing reviv-inrr 
conficlerations. 

0 

' . Let us confider for O\H comfort, how long our dear rela­
tive was continuedJ•'to us. • 'Tis. not the wirhering of a 
g~urd, which fp'rung up' in a night, and'perifned 'in a night, 
whofe friendly ihacli:: failed us wJ1en we ha'd 010ft need of 
it, that we now mourn. No, we lament the fall of a foll­
_grown t,e'-', Utider whofe wide'•fpreading fhadow we have 
lo11z rejoiced. Now in order to make this affiidion fit the 
lighter, let us compare it ~-✓ ith 'what it would have bee::, 
had he been- iaken from us at a time, when we 'his chilJrea 
had ,all peen young, and unable ourfelves to make our v.·ay 
through the world; which wt now all have a pretty fair 
profpect of doing with comfort, by the blefli1:g of·Go:I, 
:.rnd th-.: kindnels of forvi\'ing friend,. is it not fome. al-

k1·iation 
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lcviation to our Corrow, to think he lived to bring up his 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? And 
may I not add, to fte the good c1Fec'ss of a religious edu-
cation upon moil: of them? _, • 

" However it m ufl: be confefTcd, that the lofs -is great to 
us all: but then let us not confine o_ur thoughts fo much 
to this mournful part of the fubjetl:, as to forget how great a 
gainer the dear departed fpirit is by this feparation from 
us. Let us lift up the eye of our faith to the invifible 

_world, and _ take fuch a view of the happinefs and glory 
of thofe who die in the Lord, as our imperfect fiate will 
allow; and then let us fay, whether _.,there is any room t.o 
grieve and mourn on his behalf. Surely when we confider 
his prefent aavantageous lituation, from what he is delivered, 
and what he now enjoys, we could not wilh him back again 
without the greateft breach of friendfhip. Indeed, as others 
have well ohferved on the like occafion, we form a very wrong 
iudgment of the condition of our- departed friends, when, 
becaufe we fee their breathlefs corpfes laicl in the ground to 
become food for worms, we arc overwhelmed with grief, 
:and bitterly mourn over them. This is owing to our igno­
rance of their ftate; as Jacob mourned over the rent garment 
of his fon Jofeph, and concluded he ·was devoured by_ fome 
evil be:ait, when indeed he was gone to reign in Egypt. 
Our dear relative is gone to reign in. heaven; and would 
we cling fo fondly about hi1n, as to pull, him from his 
throne? He is gone to polfefs a par,t of the land of Canaan 
above ; and can we wiili .him back, to fir1,1ggle again with the 
difficulties of the wildernefs ? Can we call ourfelves hi9 
friends, and not rather rejoice in his happinefs? 

"This confideration, taken in conjunttion with that wich is 
<lrawn from his being removed from us by the Hand of a11 

all-wife and fovereign God, fhould be allowed to have a 
due influence upon u&, to bring us cordially to acquiefcc._ 
in this difpenfation of providence. So that! may fay to you, 
:md myfelf, as the great Mr. Howe did to one_ in, the like 
circumfiances, If God be pleafed and his glorified creature 
pleafed, who are we, that we -fuould be difpleafed? Oh my 
dear mother, I have had Cuch 'lively views of the happlnefs of' 
the dear deceafed, ,that if I have fdt any fentiment of grief at 
that p .. rticular infiant, it wa~ becauL: I was not in the li~e 
circumfiances, 

" Another confideration which has beeh a means of quieting 
and compo!ing my mind upon this occafion, and which f 
would 1ecommend to you, is this, That though our dear 

rel~t1 ve 
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rel.1tive is taken from us, yet our bell- friend is fiill conti­
nue<l to· us, Let us remember, that though our houfe be 
not fo with..Ged, as we could with it to be, yet he has made 
with us an everlafi.ing covenant, ordered in all things and fure, 
Therefor~ let us encourage ourfelves in the Lord our God ; 
and· when creature comforts are like broken r~eds, and bro:(en 
ci [terns, let us fix . our dependance more and more on the 
Ro_ck of Ages, and have more alfeclionate recourfe ta the_ 
overflowing fountain of living watecs. Let us reflecl a little 
on wh~t it was, that rendered our departed relative fo amiable 
and delirable.to us; and then let us. further confider, \Vas not 
God the author . of all? And cannot he· make up our lofa 
abundantly? L am perfuaded; I need not tell one, who has 
enjoyed fo much communion with God, as you, Madam, have 
done, that we may hope and expecl infinitely more from him 
as our covenant God, than from the mofi wife, tender, and 
powerful friend upon earth; let this {l:roke of providence 
then engage us to walk clofer with our God, to center in 
him as our portion and happinefs, and to derive all our ex-
pecl:ations from him. _ 

" My dear m9ther, if the communicating to you my ex­
perience on this melancholy occalion may be of apy fervice 
to you, I will take the freedom here to affure you, that if 
ever I could call God my Fath~r with any confiderable 
degree of filial joy and confidence, it has been lince I 
have had no other, to whom I coul4 apply that endearing 
title,-On this God and Father then let us cafr all our cares 
and burdens; chearfully confiding in him, who has fur. 
nilhed \JS with the moll powerful antidote againft immode­
rate grief and anxiety in fuch cir2umfiances as ours, by de­
claring himfelf a Father to the fatherlefs, and Judge -of the 
widow in his holy habitation. Pfal. lxviii. 5. 

"But I mufi by nci means omit another thought, fo full 
of confoJation upon this occafion; that in a little time we 
iliall be refiored to this dear hufband and father ao-ain, and 
meet, and' converfe with him, on terms of much g~eater ad­
vantage. Though t~e feparation be grievo4s, yet it is but 
fuort, Our days and years are rolling away apace; and 
every year and day brings us nearer to our home; and fo 
brings us nearer to the lJoufe of our heavenly Father, and 
to the manfions of glory, one of w_hich is inhabited by th_at 
happy fpirit, to which we fo lately claimed a· near relation. 

"Surely, my dear mother, when we confider where 
he is, and where we are; we may abundantly fatisfy 

V OL, llI. 2 D our-
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ourrclves with this confideration, fo much more forcible 
in ··ruch a c:i.fe, than in that to which it was applied, We lhall 
go t0 him, though he {hall not return .to us.>' 

( 'l'o be ,ontinued. ) 

BISHOP BURNET'S LIVES AND SUFFE~INGS OF 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 

THE LIFE OF THE REV. MR. ROBERT SAMUEL, MIN(S~ 

TER Of BARFO(D IN,SUFFOLK. 

THE Rev. Mr. Robert Samuel, "was i)l th~ days of piou~ 
King Edward, a ve:Y. godly and fait~ful preacher of the_ pure 
gofpd. He was mindl:er ~t Barfold 111 Su.ff1;1Jk, where with 
indefatigable indufl:ry and fuccefs he taµght the "flock which 
the Lc,rd had committed to· his charge, fo 'Jong ·as. the tirne 
would fuffer him to do liis duty. • 
• At lafi: being removed from the mii1if!:ry, and turned out 

of the living; (as diver,; other good pafiors • at that tim~ 
were) and though he could not avoid the raging violence of 
the times, yet he could not rdinquiili the care he had for his 
.dear flock; and therefore when he durfl: not teach them 
publickl y, he redoubled his diligence in private infl:ru8:iqn ~­
till the ~een commanded the commiffioners to pub·lilh an 
order, that all priell:s who had been married in King Ed­
ward's days fuould put away their wives, and be compelled 
again t,p their chafl:ity (as their hypocriti~al term ~as) and 
£.ngle life. . • • -

This decree Mr. Sam11el would by no means agree to, 
becaufc he knew ·it to be manifefl:ly wicked and abominable; 
and determining with himfelf that God's laws were not tc:i 
be broken for man•~ traditions, he fiill kept his wife at 
lp(wich, and at the fame time diligently taught and inf!:rucl:ed 
th'.)fe that were about him as he found opport1.1nity. • At Jail: 
one Mr. Fofl:er, (a Jullice) having intelligence hereof, and 
being a great perfecutor himfelf in thofe par.ts, he fpared nei­
ther time nor pains till he procured his dellrucl:ion ; to which 
end he ordered his catchpoles to lie in wait for ltim at lpf­
wich, t:iat whenever he came to his wife they might apprehen4 
him, and carry him to prifon! 
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At Jail they fodnd him at home with his wife; and notice 
was immediately given to the officer, who came to the houfe 
and befet it with a great number of his affiftants ; and fo 
they took him in the· night, becaufe they dudl: not do it in 
t~e. day-time for fear of the people, though the good man 
dtd not ~tternpt to make the lealt refifl:ance, but qui<l'tly re­
figned h1rnfelf into their hands. Having thus caugh_t him, 
they put him into Ipfwich goal, where he pleafantly fpent his 
time among many of his pious brethren, fo Iona- as he was 
permitted to continue there. 

0 

But he' had .not 'been· there long before he was carried; 
(through the malice of his wicked adverfaries) to Norwich, 
where Dr. Hopton, the barbarous bilhop of that diccefs, or 
Dr. Dunnings' His chancellor, exercifed intolerable cruelty 
upon him. Among all the inhuman wretches at that time 
in the whole nation, not one could be compared for cruelty 
with thefe two tyrants. The other tyrants would be con­
tent with imprifonment a□d death ; but thefe were infamous 
for new-invented tortures ; infomuch that many poor fouls1 
who c·ould not bear their hellilh inventions, were perverted, 
and brought to deny the truth, contrary to their confciences; 
while others were driven quite _out of _their fenfes by fuch 
exceffive miferies. 

In order to bring him to recant, as they had done others, 
they kept him in .a very clofe prifon, where he was chained 
up to a great pofl:, in fuch a manner, that fl:anding only 
on tip-toe, he ~as forced to flay -the whole weight of his 
body thereby. 

And in order to aggravate this torment, they kept him 
without meat and drink, and almo!l ftarved with'hunger and 
thirfl, by.allow~ng him no more than two mouthfuls of bread, 
and three ·(poonfuls' of water each day; which was de­
figned only to keep him ali Ve till they could invent farther tor-
ments, to weary him out. • 

0 worthy conftancy of the martyr ! 0 mcrcilets hearts of 
papifis, worthy to be complained of1 and accufed before God 
and mtture ! 0 the wonderful frrength of Chrifl: in his 
members! 

. Whofe heart, though it be as hard as an adamant rock, can 
avoid relenting, to hear of fuch barbarities as God's dcJr 
and harmlefs children are exercited with ? How often would 
he have drank his own water; tut his body was fo dri::d 
up by long emptinefs, thilt he could not make one fingle 
drop. 

At !aft, when he was brought forth to be burnt, whi'.'h 
z D 2 was 
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was but a trifie in comparifon to the pnins he had fulfered, 
there were Cevera! that heard him declare' what firange 
things had happened unto him during the time of his im­
prifonment : to wit, that after he had been famiihed, or 
pined with hunger two or three days together, he then fell 
into a lleep, or as it were into a flumbe1'~ at which time one 
cloathed all in white feemed to fiand before him, who gave 
him comfort in thefe following words; 

" Samuel, Samuel, be of good cheer, and take a good 
heart unto thee, for after this day fualt thou never be hungry. 
nor thidly." • 

\Vhich c.ame to pafs accordingly, for foon after he wail 
burned ; and from that time till he fuffered he felt neither 
hunger nor thirft. And this he faid he decl~red that all 
people might admire the wonderful work of God. 

He alfo reported another vifion that was difcovered to him 
~n his fleep, which was, that he faw three ladders raifed up 
towards heaven, and one of them was taller than the others; 
but foon after they all three joined in one. This he looked 
upon as an indubitable revelation of his own death, a11d alfo 
of the martyrdom of two godly women, who fuffered in the 
fame town Coon after. 

As this pious· martyr was going to the Jhke, a certain 
maid came, who took him about the neck and kiffed him, 
which being obferved by the blood-thirfty papifis, the next 
day great fearch was made for her, in order to bring. her to 
the ftake ; but fhe happily hid herfelf, and efcaped their 
cruel hands; and fhe kept herfelf concealed in the town for 
a great while after. Bur, though this young woman efcapecl 
the.ir cruelty in a miraculous way, as ·it. were, yet two of 
her dear and faithful companions w~re caught in the fnare; 
the one was wife to a brewer, and tfie other to a fhoemaker; 
but both now efpoufed to Chrifi. 

This aforefaid nJaid (whofe name was Rofe Nottingham) 
was intimately acquainted with .thefe two grave and pious 
matrons ; and on a particular time, fue endeavoured to per­
fuade one of them, as the found /he could not endure the 
Q!ieen's rigorous proceedings, to Ay while /he had opportu­
nity. But the good woman made her an anfwer to thi~ ef­
fect; I know well enough, faid the, that it is lawful to R.y, 
which remedy you may ufe if you pleafe. But my cafe is 
otherwife; I am tied to an hufband, and have young chil­
dren at home ; and then 1 know not how my huiband, being 
:m unwakened man, will take my departure from him•, 

~hercfore 
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therefore for the )eve of Chrifi, and his truth, I am refolvecl 
co fiand to the extremity of the matter. _ 

And therefore the very next day after the burning of Mr. 
Samuel, thefe good wives were apprehei;:ded, and put into 
prifon, But the tendernefs of their Jex rendend the hanHhips 
of a prifon very fevere to them, and more efpeciall y to the 
brewer's wi.fe ( who probably might tle a tender gentlewoman) 
and tlirew her into great agonies of mind. • But her kind and 

, faithfui Sa,viour fiood by her, and did not fail to help her 
when fue was in this difire(s. At length they both fuffered 
martyrdom with a chrifiian courage. 

And doubtlefs thefe were thofe two ladders, which, being 
joined to the third, Mr. Samuel faw in the vifion. This 
bldfed martyr (Mr. Robert Samuel) fuffered on the 31.ll: of 
Augufi, 1555._ 1 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

To the Editor of the c;neral Baptifi Magazi,u. 

Sm, 
The following pnges contain an attempt, with the Divine 
• bleiling, to give the proper fcriptural fenfe of the word 

'femptation; fuewing withal that there is no difcord be. 
tween chap. iv. 13. Luke xi. 4, and James i. 13. This 
attempt is made at the delire ()f.a F.eader of your M<lgazine, 
D.S. vol. iii. p. 36. If, when you have examined it, yoll 
think it moderate I y pertinent, you are defired, as Coon as 
convenient, to fend it abroad in your travelling Vehicle. 

I am, unfeigned! y yours, 
J. T. 

ALL modell, ~erious, fenfible, good men, will allow that 
expounding the Holy Scriptures is a work of great· impor-

, tance, ::ind that God having raifed up and qualified men for 
fuch a good' work, .is a very great bleffing to mankind in 
general, and to the Church of God efpecially. However, 1. 
ihould l>lulh and be a!hamed if I were to pretend that 1 w;;s 
qualified for this work. I know I am not, at all, or, but in 
a very fmall degree. Yet there are fome queflions which are 
not fo very difficult, but that a perfon of we2k abilities may 
,111fwer them with tokrable prop:ietv, and wh1lh, when 

' ,rn{wered 



190 SERMONS AND' ESSA?S, 

:anfwered, give a little light to fame Scripture, and loo(~ th~ 
difficulties which fomc of the weak children of Goel fomet1me:. 
meet with in reading the facred book. Something of this, with 
this view, is that to which the following remarks pretend. M<ty 
o:.ir gracious God be glorified by all thefe feeble attempts !­
Amen, and Amen. 

Th;:;.t what i.s faid may be the more e,1fily underfiood, I 
fhall endeavour to give the plain fignification of the w~rd 
Tcmptatign,-to give the fenfe of the propofed texts,-to 
fhew that there is no apparent difcord between thofe texts,­
and, if there be room, lhew the neceffity, propriety, ~c. of 
the prayer, uad us not into te.,,,ptation, kc. I would 

I. Afcertain the fignification of the word Temptation~• 
with a little illuA:rat1on. 1. Common people generally un­
der/land Temptation to fignify enticing t, fin. This is, un.,. 
doubtedly, the meaning of the word fometimes in the Bible>' 
as Jam. i. 13, 14. which will appear more fully by and by,. 
In fome other paffages, it is probable, this. is the meanipg 
of the word; as, Gal. vi. 11. confidering thyfelf,, left thou 
alfo be tempted; 1 Cor. vii. 5.-" that fatan tempt you not 
for your incontinency :" i: Tim·. vi. 9. But they that will be 
rich, fall into temptation and a fnare, &c. I Thell: iii. 5.­
" Lefi by fame means the tempter have tempted you, and our 
Jabo1,1r be in vain." 

But the word is often ufed when, per.l}aps, it is doubtful, 
whether it fignify to entice to fin, or not. So in thofe places 
where the holy writers tell us the devil tempted Chriil. At 
this time, when the devil is engaged in this infernal manner 
with t_he Lord Jefus, he feems to have but very confufed 
ideas about his real charatler. Perhaps;1 his principal defign 
was to fee fome miracle. wrought by the Lord Jefus, which 
muft not then be allowed him. It is readily granted that, in 
one inftance, had Chrifl: yielded~ it would have been fin in 
him; .md that, in this, the devil tempted him to fin. I 
mean in worlhiping the devil. But, if the dt:vil had any 
proper knowledge who be was, one would imagine he hardly 
could expecl, if he defigned, to bring the perfetl pattern of 
perfecl: ho)inefs, to the vildl degree of idolatry. 

Again, much the fame may be faid of the Pbarifees, Law­
yers, and others, tempting Chrifi. They did not, fo directly, 
intend to induce him ,to fin againft God, as, fomctimes, they 
wilhed to fee fi gns • and rr:i raclcs, and, at other times, to bring 
the Lor<l Jefus into danger from the magiftrates, &c. See 
Matt. xxii. 18. Mar. xii. 5. viii. II, x. 2. with others. 

Once more: there is a great number of pla~cs in the 
Scripture, where ;~e ,word tempt, with its derivatives, ii 

ufed, 
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urc<l, in which it is impoffiblc that it can mean to draw into 
1i n. This is the cafci where the I fraelites and others are 
f puken of as I empting God; whert:, it is faid, the Ifraelit{:s 
tcrnptc<l Chrilt before he came in the lldh, and where faintc; 
are exhorted not to tempt him, as, I Cor. x. 9. and wh~rc it 
is faid that Ananias and Sapphira tempted the Holv Ghoft, 
Acbv. 9. , 

11. Tempt:;.tion moll: commonly, in the Bible, lio-nifies to 
try, pr,ve, and the like. This is plain fron1 the fullowino-

. obfervations : 0 

I. We have referred to many paffi1gcs already, where the 
word cannot fignify any thing elfe, and mull-, ntcc/Farily, 
frgnify this; and there are but fow places where it fignifies to 

• .lead into fin; and but very few where it is ccrta1i1 that it 
fignifies this. _ 

2. There are_ feveral paffages more, which will both con­
firm and illuftrate th~.point fiill farther, and infertin(l' them 
will afiHl:: common readers. Gen. xxii. I. compared with 
Heb: xi. 17. wilI' deforve fpecial attention. In the former we 
read," And it came to pafs after thcfe things that God did tempt 
Abraham, &c." In the latter we read," 13yfaith Abr;iham,when 
he was tried, offered up lfaac;" froin which it is evident, that 
when God called Abrahar;1 to ofrcr up I faac, he meant to' try the 
faith, love, and obedience, of that mo!l: eminent faint; am! that 
tempt means to try, and nothing elfe. Another text is we'.! worth 
infcrting, Rev. iii. JO. " Becaufe 'thou hall: kept the word 
of-my patience, l alfo will keep thee from the h.:iur of tempta­
tion, whrch fhall come upon all the world to try them that 
dwell upon ·the earth." This is re~arkabl_y eafy. The: 
words are addrdTed to the chutch at Philadelphta. The hcur 
of temptation means that rime of perfe::~ution ~hich car(\c on 
the then chriftian world. Thi_s perftcutton trier/ the profe!Turs 

-of chrifiianity. Some cou)d not &ear it, but, in time c,f 
temptation, fell away. The church of Philadelphia_ fiooJ; 
Chri!l held it up: the gates of hell did not prevail again{} it. 

,3. The learned know, ar.d the unlearned will eafil y b~­
lieve, that the fame Greek word, which is often tra1ifl,1tc<l 
ltmptation, • is alfo often tranllatcd proving, trying, &c. This 
is very obfervable in the lafi quoted palfages, .Rev. iii. IO. 

where in the Engli{q. we have both temptation and try: but in 
the Greek the fame word is repeated: ,z.r"f=l-'-•u for ftmptation 
and -ma,p«o-"-• to try. Se~alfu I Pet. iv. 12. &c. So it is fomc­
times, with the word, which in Englilh is rend~rcd prove; 
for example, compare Mat. xxii. 18. with John vi. 6. 1 n 
the former the Greek' is, T, ,,., 'll711p«c-En ~11mpJa, is re_nderc:d 
'• Why tempt. ye me~ liypocritcs ?" In the lattr:r place, the 

Greek 
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Greek is, T.r.o ~. s">-•,y,..1mp0t~w•. " This he faid to prow 
hLm. More to the fame p1,1rpofe might be added, but thcfe 
fu:all fuffice at prefent. 

4. Therefore to nmpt, means to try or p,-ove, to provoke, 
lifi, pumpout, and the like; for we employ all the!e words 
fo.r near! y the fame thing. The fignification of the word 

/ may be illufl:.ated, and • even exemplified, by the common 
methods of cooks~ bakers, furgec?1S, &c. The"'cooks and 
bakers exemplify the meaning directly, when, with a fork Qr 

other inlhument, they Jlah lhrough, or in part'-through, the 
meat or bread which are boiling, baking, or roafting. They 
fl-ab it to try it if it be fufficiently done, or enough. So the 
furgeons, with liis probing i11(hument, Irie/the wound of his 
Jlatient, both to know the deepuefs. of his wound, and the 
ftate of the patient, if he can feel it, aod if he can bear it. So 
the bleffed God jlahhed Abraham, to try his faith in the di­
vine promik, and his love to God, if he could fiill tru[t in 
God that the pofierity of his dear Haac lhoul<l equal _the aa, s 
in number, when he had butche1t:d him with the knife, and 
then burnt him to -allies! To trv him if he had fo mu·ch love to 
his God, as that he could refign his beloved Ifaac in obedi­
ence to God, and relinqui!h his fond 2ffeclions for the 

0

dear 
darling, rather than difobey, _and fo difpleafe hirri, who had 
<>iven him, but now demands him again. Having faid enou"h 
~n the !ignlfication of- the word Temptation> we now pr~-
ceed to ' 

UL Give the fenf~ of the _propofcd texts, Mat. ,vi. ;3~ 
Luke xi. 4. and Jam. 1. 13. which may be fufli.ciently done in 
a few lines, partly by paraphraling the texts~ and by a very 
briefremark or two added. ' 

1. As the words are the fame in both the Evangelifl:s, it is 
enough to note one only, Mat. vi. I 3_· "·And lead us not into , 
t'.!mptation, but deliver us from evil." Thatjs, do not bring 
us thyft:lf, nor fuffer oth~rs to bring br lead us, into any kind 
of trials, troubles, or d1fireifes; but which {hall, by the in- -
ter;,oii.tion of thy providence, and grace, work together for our 
good: or if any of our enemits, the devil, the circum/lances 
of rhe world, or our own innate depravity, fuggeft or 
propofeany allurement to us to lead or draw us into fin, do 
thou gracious, heavenly Father, difappoint our enemies, and 
prelerve or deliver us from the evil to whic~ w-:: may be ex-
p fed. , 

Remark J. If temptation here fignif r · trials and di(helfes) 
:is we have fccn above, it fometimes does.- then there is no 
diilic,!ty in the way; becauf.: every one knows that the f1-rip­

turc 

• 



SERMONS AND ESSAYS. t9j 

ture often fpeaks of God, affiicl:ing, chaftiling, and corre cl:ing 
even his own children; and is there not both great propriety 
in praying, and great neceffity to pray, even under the appa­
rent frowns and _under the fcourge of the gracious God, that 
we may recc'.ive no injury by it? Befides, d0es not every one 
know that evil often means pair, and mijefy? And may it not 
mean fo here ? 

2. Does not the Scrioture often attribute the trials of the 
,children of God• to the· blelfed God himfelf1 when he fu.ffers 
them only? Does riot Jofeph fay that God brought him into 
Egypt? And David fays, God bade Shimei curfe him. \Vere 
not the(e dreadful trials? Was it not necdfary for J ofeph .1nd 
David to pray to be delivered from both the wicked men, and 
the fin and mifery to which they were expofed, h>y the beha-
viour of thofe united men ? ,, 

3· If this text be corrlpared with I Cor. x. •I 3- I think we 
lhall need fay no more. " There hath no temptaliM taken 
you; but fuch as is common to man; but God is faithful, who 
will not fuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able ; but 
will, with. the temptation alfo make a ·way to efcape, that ye 
may be able to hear 'it. This is an excellent guide to prayer, 
to that prayer, " Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil." It is a mofl: gracious encouragement alfo; for 
God will keep you from unparalleled, and infupportable 
temptation, He will fupport you under· your trials; he will 
remove them in due time; or, he will open a way for your 
efcape from them that you fhall not be hurt (J\ateriall y by 
them; and, in the end, they {hall work for yc,ur good. . 

As for Jam. i. 13. we need fay, only, that the holy wntcr 
ha9 fufliciently explained his meaning; fo that any one may be 
guarded from any danger of miftaking, by the following 
verle, " But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own luft and enticed." This is James's explication of 
Temptation in this place. Is it not evident that the 13th 
verfe implies the fame word in the fame fen fr? The text may, 
perhaps, be e!Hptical, as is common in the facred writi.ngs, as 
well as in other writings. In fuch a cafe, it i, our duty to fill 
up the elliplis : we iliall be in no danger of cenfure from this, 
as if we were attempting or ddigning to add lo his wurds. 
Hence ,ve venture to read it in the followin.; manner~ " Let 
no man fay, when he is tempted to fin, I am tempted of God; 
for God canno_t be tempted with evil, neither ternpteth he 
any man to .firi." That this is the fen le of the text is ev id~nt 
from the adverfative BUT, which introduces the f.J!lowing 
verfo, and contra{ts it with this. That is, men are tc::mpt;id 
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and drawn away to tin by th~ir own luils; ·hut God dtics not 
tempt inen to fin. ' • 

IV. There is not therefore any di(cord, nor fecming difcord, 
between the Lord Jefus and the apofl:le James. After what 
is faid above, it is not needful to fay much more to il\ufl:ratc 
this propofition. The few following words may, perhaps, be 
of Come ufe. • • • ' 

1, It is certain the Lord J efus does not f\ly, that God· 
tempts men to tin, nor is it ·poffible he can nuan fo ;, becaufe 
fin is diametric:11\y oppofite to his perfectly holy nature, as 
well as to his perfecl:ly holy' law. It would' be.·~- firange re­
pr-efentation of a lawgiver, if I were to fay he qiade a law, 
annexed a penalty to_ the breach of that law; ·did this openly, 
and pretended to do it finccrely: but, at the fame· til'ne, fe.c 
cretly enticed the fubje&s of that law to break it. But, i( 
the holy, jufl:, and good lawgiver, the ble!fed God,· could 
do thus, his poor, fee~le, weak creatures would be in a dep~o~. 
rable frate indeed! To foppofe fuch a thing of the God of 
Love, would be a very high degree ofi:,refum'ption, • or elfe 
blafr,hemy. • . . 

2. Is it riot very ·.probable that it was tci pre:veA't fuch a 
fuppofttion of the blelfed-God, which led the apoil:le James to 
give the folemn caution, t, Let no mari • fa~•, wh,c;n he_ is 
tempted, lamtemptedofQod;" Does. not JXmes in~en'd, _in, 
his epifHe, tq· alarm the confciences- of libertin~s, many of 
whom had tben crept iri among the churches of.C~rifr? 'Were. 
not thtfe liberfrnes then, as the_y are now, invi,ardly difpofed to 
cover their fin Ii ke Adam, amjl e_ven to charge God d'irecl:ly, 
o, indirecl:ly, with it. • Arid is it not eviden_tly th_e defign of 
the ai,oH!e i:o j ufl:ify the bleffi:d God from. fuch·a charge, by 
faying, "God tempted no man to fin?" 

3. \Vhen thefc: hints are well weighed, and wh~n we add 
the defign of the Lord Jefus --in teaching his_ difciples to pray, 
" Lead us not into temptation, &c." l hope your enquirer. 
will be fatidied. The defign of the bldfod J efus is to di reel: • 
and fuppurt t.he minds ofhis poor followers in this poor world. 
" He'kr.ew what fore tc.rnptations rncant, for he had felt the· 
fame." He knew his followers would be ford y tried'. He 
knew that, in t';e world, they would have tribulation. • He 
often forew.irned them of this: and exhorted thetn to watch 
and pray, leit they iliould enter into temptation: which ap­
pe..rs to be nearly of the fame i,n port, with "lead us not into 
terr.1:itati,ir,, but deliver us from evil," and .which leids to 
th~ J.,il thmg propofcd; whidi is 

V. The 
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y. The p~opr\ety, im~ortance and neceffity of the prayer, 

,, Lead us not into temptatrgt1." _' • 
1. Sometimes, as we have fcen above, the bldfcd God 

may fee it right to tempt_, that is, to try his dear children; and 
foinetirnes they may think the trial Jevere. How needful, 
then, to pray for patience under it; "to be fiill, and know that 
he is God,'' and not to open the mouth; but to be .:;lumb; 
bec.iufe He ilO{!th it! $ometi,mes the tried chriuian will_ 
pray, like Paul, that the t~11:pt?.tion ~ay depart from him: 
what an,umJtterable mercy 1t 1s, that he 1s tQc·ouragcd lo pray; 
that he has a God to hear him pray, v,ho will either ta:c'e it 
away, or 11,lake grace fufficient. S01netimes the child of God 
may anticipate the· trial; apprehe1•l it and fear it before it 
come; how gracious is the direction in this cafel '"He 'can 
pray to his heavenly Father; he is the abfolute fuperintendant 
over all things: he can prevent it's arrival, or, if it arrive, 
an angel may come with i~ to ftrengthen the_ fu~erer ! 0 ! 
who can cxprefs any very little part of our obligations to our 
precious ReJ~emei', who bath taught and encouraged us to 
p,ray, " Lead us not into temptation !" 

2. Thofe who have been long exercifed in the caufe of 
Chrift, and in the chriftian w_arfare, know there are very 
many temptations and trials _w~i_ch are_ not fo ,direaly from 
the hand of God; there are {hll many wicked and unreafo11a­
ble men: tnany creepers in among the people of God; many 
hypocrites and deceivers; ~any ;weak and ignorant, though 
they may be .fincere chriftians; now from all thefo, by tbe 
irregularity, dilo,·der·anrl irnpertinenc~ of thefe, the childre11 
of God, and the caufe of religion, are feverdy tried; and, as 
we have often heard, the wifell: and befl: of chriftians acknow­
ledge, there is imperfe8ion in the -yet-y befl: in ~his world. 
Things being thus,· temptations are perpetually ·around us, 
before and behind us; hard trials, and inducements to fin ! 
Th,e nature, fpecics, kinds, and· nuinbers of thefe ~ould more 
than fill a vcilume. They are at hand, mornino-, evenino-, and 
at noon; g0ing out and coming in; when we 

0

work and refi:; 
when We fbnd and lit, in the houfe and chamber, in the kitchen 
and clof;:t, in th~ fuop.anrl in the meeting. Every power and 
faculty, every hmb and fenfe of our bodi:s and fouls is ex­
po1ed. \Ve hear, fee, feel, tafl:e, and fme~, we think and 
acl: at ou_r peril. Our . need of praying, " Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us ·.from evil," is in.finite !-May 
"the Ootl of al! grace, after we have fuffered awhile, make 
11s perf--:-:_l ;_ fi;i.hlilh, ·f1:re1igtheh, fettle 11s !" To him be o-br 
and dom1ri1on for ever and ever. Amen. • 0 Y 
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'To the Editor of the General B~ptifl Magazine. 

RE\·, Srn, 
Any thing t!1at bears the name of Dr.' Doddridge, cannot but 

be acc::ptable to thofe who have read ,my part of his 
writings, howt:ver linall. With a view to it's being mo:c 
generally known, I have fent for inforti0n in your Maga,­
zine, an addrefs of that pio4s author's, delivered at the 
interment e_f the Rev, Mr. John Newman, July 3r, 
1 i4L I am the more anxious for it's p4blication, as it 
never was prin1cp. feparate from ihe Fuqeral ~ermon by 
the Rev. Mr.John Barker. 

Chatham, May io1 1800. 

Your's, 
A.C.T. 

AS we advance frarp one fiage to another in the journey 
of life, we grow fiill more familiarly acqu'aintecl with .it's 
v;;rious affiiltio11s. And this is the co11fiitution of a wife 
;md gracious God, who is thus training 4s up for that 
world, where we fhall be above the need of forrow, and fo 
for ever above the reach of it. !11 the mean time, 01.,1r heavenly 
Father ~oth not "leave us comfortlefs ;" and bleifed be his 
11ame, his confolatio11s are not fmall. On the contrary, they 
are 1he mofi important, as well as various; and fo accommq­
dated, both to the weight, and ~o the variety of our di(­
treJTes. 

vVe are now an affembly of mourners, gathereµ together 
around the grave of a very worthy and ·excellen.t perfon. 
Some of us have lofi one of the mofi affe8ionate of all 
parents ; others a wife, watchful, ;inq diligent pafl:or; and 
all that knew him to any degree of intimacy, fo faithful, and 
fo tender a friend, that we mufl: be firangel y happy, if we 
find a great many li)<e him in this imperfe8, impov~rilheJ 
world. But there are comforts in the word of Gpd,, fuited 
exa8! y fo fuch a cafe as this, and exprefsl y ddigned to t~acq 
us, that we fhould not "farrow as thofe who have no hope," 
for the removal of fuch as, like him, fieep in Jefus, .God 
would have us cheared in fuch a touching cirqmllani:e; and 
that the comfort may be ;idminifl:ered in the moll proper and 
dfeaual manner, he puts words iqto our mouth, upon fuch 
an occafion, that we may not be ;it a lofs, even when our 
own are (wallowed up: many words, whi~h have been 
through fuccee<ling ages, ever fince they we't_e written, the joy 

-of dying and furviving chrifiians, in whatever circumfiances 
the,· might die or furyive. And thefe confolations are indeeq 
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like Come kincls of rich perfume, which retain their fragrancy 
from one age to another. But with. thii. glorious d'ifference, 
that whereas thofe 'cordial productions of nature ctradu.,lly 
lofe their fweetne{~, though by flow degrees; thc:fc 

0

c:onfola­
)ations rather grow more and more powerful, as the great 
objecls -0f that hope which they admini!ler, come nearer and 
nearer to us. 

Attend to them therefore with faith, and you mull: fureiy, 
jf you are indeed chrifl:ians, attend with pleafure. Let the 
moft pained heart, though contracted with the mofi difiin­
guilhed !hare of Corrow on this mournful occa{ion, open 
itfelf to thefc co:nforts ; and let the dejdted, weeping,_ 
overflowing eye, be raifed to meet fo glorious a profpect. 
For I fay and tefiify to you by the word of the Lord, as fpoken 
to us by that illullrious apo/He St. Paul, that the pious dead 
are "uot peri!hed ;" but that "if we believe that Jefus died 
and rofe again," we have all imaginable reafon to depend upon 
it, that" fuch as D.eep in Jefus, God wiil bring with him:" 
for the Lord Jefus Ch.rifl: hirnfdf !hall defcend from heaven 
with a {bout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dtad in Chrill !hall rife firit. Then 
we alfo, i. e. thofe of us chriitians, who in eur different 
generations are all but one body, who remain alive, !hall be 
caught up together with them, to me.::t the Lord in the air; 
and Co !hall we ever be with the Lord. Vvherefore, comfort 
ye one _another with theft: words. ' 

Lift up your heads, oh ye mourning chrifl:ian~, to furvcy 
more difl:inct)y this delightful profpeel. Lift them up with 
joy, for your re~emption, and that of your now lamented 
friends, moft affuredly draweth nigh. 

The grave i.s continually multiplying it's triumphs ; and 
with how many of it's affecl:ing trophies are we here fur­
round~d ! we die by the righteous fentence of God acrainft 
fin, againfl: the fidl: !in of the common Founder of our 
peace: but, "as by man came qeath, by man comes alfo 
~he r:furreclion of the dead ;" and as we are beJring the 
image of the earthly Adam, and !hall ere long like him 
return co our dufl:, we 1}:iall alfo bear the image of the 
peavenly. • 

It does nqt furel y feem an incredible thing to anv of us, 
"that God !hould raife the dead." And i(it fe~m • not in­
credible, it cannot poffibly be thought jnconfiderable. Ef pe­
cially when we·reflecl: on the glorious manner in which tht: 
refurrecl:ion of the jufl: is to be accomplilhcd. Our Loi'U 
Jefus Chrifi will fee to it, that it be. dL111e; y~a, he will 

himtc,f 
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himfdf be prefe11t at it:_ it fl1all he done by his ex pre(~ 
care~ and c01umand, and power. The Lord lii'mfelf will 
de:Jcend from heaven on this account, while air his celef­
tral attendants fuall fhout forth their joy on the illufirious 
occafion. And the firfi thi1ig which he does upon that defceut, 
even before he takes any vifible and diftincl notice of the 
faints then alive, will be tG call out of their graves thofe­
that fleep in hirn.: as if he -were impatirnt of tl~at bondage 
in which their l;>0dics had been detained, and had a dechred 
enmity againlt that defhoyer. Oh death,. fays he, with a 
majcfi-ic indignation, " I: will be thy plagues ! Rep_entance 
fuatl be hid from mine eyes." I will not leave thee one of 
my fervants to triumph over: however obfcure in Hf~, how 
long foever forgotten in the dufi ; I will redeem all my ~fr~e], 
.ind not a hoof thaU- be left behind. 

And, oh let us confider in what forms they !hall appear: 
he will change thefc vile bodies, that they may· be fafhionc:<l 
lik~unto his own glorious body, according. to that mighty 
power whereby he is able to fubclue all things unto hi1~felf., 
Then {hall be brought to pafs the faying that is wrirteti, 
Death is fwallowed up in victory: not t~e leafi: trace of it 
remaining in all the redeemed world; nothing by which it 
could be known, that 2ny one of all the thoufa11ds and ten 
thoufands of God's lfrael, had ever been for one niomerif 
under it's power. Glorious difplay of the· royalty and niag.:. 
~ificence of God's love to his people '. Th~t though it be 
not in itfelf abfo1utcly neceffary to their hapi:finefs ; yet th~ 
meaner part of their nature ihall • be ref cued from the abafe~ 
ments of the grave, and not only recovered, but beaufrfied, 
invigorated, and adorned ! • • • 

:r-tE)~ is this to be merely the triumph of one. public and 
fo.ler.in day. 'Tis added, as the crown of aJj, "fo {hall v.e 
EVER be with ~he Lord." And let it be remembcted, that if is 
foid, not of the apoflfos alone, or of thole, who (i1ke;: our Rc:v. 
F2th.:r whofe remains we now attend) have borne facu:d of­
fees in the church, and honoured God in tbeni by difl:inguifhcil 
frrvices; _but it is laid of every true bc:liever, .ind v.as•inre1idi:d 
tr> include us, on whom the ends of the world a1'c tome; who 
2:'.', fo far as our character anfwers our chri(foin profdlion, as 
,.;c;u to Chrifi as if we had lived fcvcntec:n hun<l1:ed -years 
~60, and miniftered to him or his apofl:le,. And how much 
i implied in this? We fhall be with Chrifi ! G_lorious hope 
'.'mrth dying for ! '1Vho th~t indeed loves him~ does liot fay in 
!,I, kart, even n0w, with all thefe folerrin ehfigns of de~th 
;;·'.,J:·:: his eyes; I de/ire to clepart ~nd to be \\ ith Chri{t. 

And 
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And let the worms defiroy this body, and let the tomb prd~ 
it down: may but my enlarged fp1rit foar up to him) tfjougl1 

corporeaL delights, and creature converfe were to be kr.own 
no more ! But you will remember, we are to be with the 
J;,,ord in our compleat perfons, and in one complete fociety 
too. And what is tht crown of all, and affords, in' a few: 
'Yordt,' i(I may fo fpeak, a kind cf infinite deligh~, we lhall 
be FOR -EVER with him; nothil1g {hall ever feparate us from 
h_im. N othin_g embitter, nothing interrupt, fo much as for a 
mo."'Tie□ t, the pleafor_e of our endeared converfe with him. 

And now I will apptal to you, my deat:friends, who are 
moil: painfully wounded by this fad fl:roke; and to whom all 
the tender names of ·Father, Pafior, and. fr;end, are grown 
founds of forrowfol memorial, in proportion to the degree in 
which, they were once delightful; yet l will a,ppeal even· to 
you, if thefe_ are not good and _comfortable words, _fit for .in 
apofHe to wqte, and for God himfdf to chelate to his mourn­
ing children. 

It appears Jrom what I have been faying, that it is well 
with our dear departed friends who ileep tn Jefus: they are 
fe.i\ed up among God's tr1;:.i.fures; they enter int0 peace, they 
refl: in their beds ; and they fhall rife from them in the mon:­
ino- of the refurrecl:ion, not like Laz;lrus, with hi5 ,g'rave 
c1ithc.s· a,hout ·.him; but drefied in the robes of glory and im­
mortality. And if this were all that could be faid with rela~ 
tion to them, wer.e it not to found reafon and a Jivt!y faith 

, much, wer~ it not abundantly enough to vindicate the kind­
nds of God's difpenfa~ions towards them; though they mi~ht 
fcem for a lhort moment ( while they lie in the; d-u/1:) as under • 
his reb~kes? Were it not enough to awaken 04r C'.'ngratuJa­
tions, rather than o_ur condolances ? Yet tc,· increafr th.e 
pleafure, with which we J"ook after thefe bdoved objects, 
now removc-df'rom our fight, we are farther told, (ar.d it is 
by,no means to be forgotten) that even now while abfe!lt 
from the body, they are, in an )l1)portant fenfe and degret:, 
prcfe11t wi.th the Lord; an_d fo prefent that their moil: intimate 
converfe "I. ith him on ea,rth wa~,- in cornparifon with this, but 
abfence from him'. lt is then we!! wit-h them inde;:d; and ic 
fball be w~ll with us too, if we are chriHians; fo foon, fo 
certainly, fo entirely well, that 1 • wonder at the weaknefs cf 
our m_ind~, and that they fhould be fo much depreffed \Yitl-i this 
fhort foparation; for d,efc very fcriptures allure us, we !halt 
meet with_ then) _again, for they and we .being with the Lord, 
we: mull: he with each oth::r. vVhat a delii,htful thou~ht is 
this! Whe11 we run. over the lo!lg catalogue Cf fri~nds, ,vhich 

\ 
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we rafhly fay we have lo!l:, to think each of us, I alfo i:hall be 
gathered to my people;· to thole whom my heart fiill owns 
under that chafatl:cr, with an alt'cll:ion, which death could not 
cancel, nor thcfe years oCahfencc erafo:. Nature takes a fond 
kind of pleafurc in the iecret thought, that with regard to 
fome of them our coffins !hall in a little time fiand by ~.heirs, 
and our dufl: muil be mingled in the fame grave. Poor trifling 
comfort ! as if dufi could tell where it was, and with what i.t 
was mingled. But the goCpel aff4res. us, that if ·we be fol. 
lowers of them, who, through faith and patience, do now 
iJ}herit the promifes, our fpirits foall ere long join.with theirs, 
in the forvices and pleafures of the heaven! y world. And how 
far will this be beyond all th:1t pleafure, with which on earth 
we have taken fweet counfel together, and gone to the houfe of 
God in company ! And it alfo affines us, that, at lafi, we 
who have taken our parts in the faid proceffion of mourners 
that conveyed them to this houfe of darknefs and filence, if we 
indeed believe in him who is the refurrecl:ion and the life, 
iliall alfo have our place in that br:ight procej]ion, in which 
Chrifi: £hall lead them on to the gates of glory, in that day when 
he will fay, in a yet more important fenCe than he did in the 
day of his agony, and with his expiring breath," It is finifl1ed," 
"The purpofes of my dying love are comple;t!y accomplifhed, 
and my people arc what I always intended they ihould at la!l: 
be, and always rejoiced in the views of mak:ing·them." 

On! y let us all fuffer the word of exhortation, and make it 
our care, tbat (eeing we look for fuch things, we receive 
Chrifi Jefus the Lord, and walk in him. It is a terrible but 
rnofl: certain truth, that there are many ·who wear the name 
of Chrifi now, whom he will at lafi: difown, and will fay to 
them, "Depart from me, I know you not whenc~ you are." 
It is mofl: certain we mu(t be united to Chrill: by faith now, 
and conformed to him in true holinefs, or we fhall have no 
part or lot in this matte::r. Let us, therefore, gird up the 
loins of our mind, let us renew our refolution and our watch­
tulnefs, and fo h.Jpe to the end for the grace that 1hall be 
brought unto us at the revelation of our Lord Jcfus Chrifr, 
when he £hall adminificr to all his faithf11l fervants an abun­
dant entrance into his heavenly kingdom. 

N. B. In a future N um bcr we intend to oblige our reader$ 
with Mr. Barker's account of the ch:iracter uf Mr. Newman, 
a11d perhaps with the heads of his funeral fermon. En1 TOR, 

THOUGHTS 
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'tHOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEt, 

(From RousEAu.) 
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11 This divine book, the only one necelfary for a chrif1ial1; 
an,:l the mofr ufeful of all to every ene, even though not 
a' chriltian, ·needs only be conlidered to fill the foul with 
a love for its author, and a de/ire of fulfilling it's precept6. • 
Never vjrtue fpoke in fuch fweet language. Never was 
the mofi:-profol!nd wifdom exprelfed wit_h foch energy and 
fimplicity. We never leave off r~_ading it without per~ 
ceiving 01.1rfelves better than before.'~ 

THE majell:y of the fcriptures all:oniflies me; the holinefs 
of the gofpef fpe1.k:s t.O my, heart. Examine the works of the 
philofophers With all their. pomp; how iniignificant are they 
when coirtpared with this! Can a book at once fo fublirne 
and wife be the work of a mafr? Can the perfon whofe hill:ory 
it relates be himfelf a man? D6es it contain the language of 
an enthu11aff, or ambitious fecbry? • What fweetnefs, what 
put'ity in his manners! What affeBing goodnefs in his in­
fl:ructions·! What fublirnity in his maxims!- vVhat prohmd 
wifdom in his difcouries ! vVhat·prefence of mind, what inge­
nuity and juil:nefs in his replies! W.hat government of hi;i 
paffi:::in's ! Where is the man, or philofopher, who knows how 
to a8, ~ffer, and die, without weaknefs or ofientation? \Vhen 
Plato defc.ibes his .imaginary good man, over.whelmed with 
all the_ ignominy of guilt, and·worthy of every reward of virtue, 
he paints, foature for feature, J eius Chrift. The refemblance 
is fo fir1king, that all the fathers have taken notice of it; and 
that it is not poffil,le to be deceived therern. How prejudiced, 
how blind· mull: we be, to dare compare the fon of Soproriifca, 
to the Son of M:uy ! How far di~ant from ea~h other!· So­
crates, dyirig without pain, without ignominy, futlains ealily 
his charac.l:cr to the end ; and if this eafy death had not honoured 
his life, we might doubt whether ~CHates, with all his geniui, 
was other than a fophifier. We are told he inven:ed mora-­
lity; others before him had pracbfed i~; he <'nly declared 
What they had done, and reduc~d into precepts their exali1ples, 
Arillides had been jlifi:, before Socrates told us what juilice 
was. Leonid<1s died for his country, before Socrates had m·ade 
the love of our country a duty. Sparta was free from luxury1 
before Socrates praiied ·temperance: before he recommended 
Yirtue, Greece abounded with virtuous men. Blit where 

V OL, lII. :;i. F could 
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could Jefus have taken, among his countrymen', this elevated 
and pure morality of which he alone has given us the precepts 
and example? From the bofom of the moil furious bigotry, 
the moll exalted wifdom is heard; and the limplicity of the 
mofl: heroic virtues, honours the meaneH of the people. The 
death 'Of Socrates\ philofophizing undi!lurbedly with his 
friends, is the mofl: eafy that can be de!ired. That of Jefus, 
expiring amidil: torments, railed at, vilified and curfed by 
ev:::ry one, is the mofi: dreadful that can be apprehended. 
Socrates taking the poifoned cup, bleffes him who prefents it, 
and weeps for him. Jefus, in the midil: of the moil: frightful 
torme,1ts, prays for his mercilefs butchers. "Yes, if the life 
and death of Socrates are, thofe of a philofopher, 'the life and 
death of J efus are thofe of a God. Should we fuppofe the 
gofpel was a fiory invented to pleafe? It is not in this manner 
that we forge tales: for the acl:ions,of Socrates, of which no 
perfon has the leafi: doubt, are lefs .fatisfaB:orily attefied than 
thoft of Jefus Chrifl. In fuort, when all is done, it is only evading; 
the difficulty without defiroying it. It would be more in­
conceivable to fuppofe that feveral perfons in concert .com­
pofed this book, than that one perfon only furnifued the fub­
jeB: thereof. Never did the J ewi(h authors difcover fuch 
language or morality; and the gofpel has fuch il:riking marks 
of truth, and fo perfecl:ly ini[T!itable, that the inventor thereof 
would be more afi-onilliing than the hero of the fubjell:-. 

Chritlianity in it's principle is an univerfal religion, which 
has nothing exclulive, nothing local,· nothing mor"- applicable 
to one country than another. It's divine. Author embracing 
equally all mankind in'his unbounded charity, is come to re­
move the barrier which feparated nations, and unite the whole 
earth ia one family ; " For in every nation he who fears the 
Lord, ,and worketh righreoufnefs, is acceptable to him," Acls 
x. 3S· Such is the_ true fpirit of the gofpel. 

l know not why the exceHent morality contained in our 
books fuould be attributed to the progrcfs of philofophy. 
The precepts of Plato are often very ful;ilime, but he Corne­
times is in an error ; and how far do not thofe errors extend 1 
As to Cicero, can it reaforiabl y be fuppofed that this rheto­
rician had compofed his Offices without Plato. The gofpel 
alone is, with rcfpecl: to morality, ever certaiA, ever true, ever 

'r -,~ a ad confiftent wi1h itfelf. 

CJR. 



( 203 ) 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following anecdote of a Negro Slave, though familiar 
to fome, may be novel to others; and, as it th~ws that 
they deferve better treatment than they generally receive, 
the infertion of it may anfwer fome ufeful purpufe.- It 
is extracted trom a letter written by a Jamaica lady, 
and addreffed to a female friend. 

" ONE morning, as I was taking an airing along th: 
piazza, leadino- from Kino-fi:on to the fields, ar1 old- negro, 
who was dreffi~1g his' fores,

0

begged alms of me. I palfed by 
without taking any notice of him; but reflecting foon after, 
on the poor cteature's-,hifery, I returned, took out my purfe, 
and gave him a bir, letting him kno"'. I had very few more 
remaining, The man !hewed his gratitude by the mofi: ex­
preffive gefiur,es, and offered up many hearty prryers for my 
profperity and happinefs, Some days after, having occafion 
to pafs the fame way,1-faw the fame 11egro, who attempted to 
come towards me, but fo flowly, on ac.:count of his Cores, 
that he could not overtake me. Upon .this he called our, 
begging to fpc:ak a fingle word to me. I turned back, and 
he addreffed me as follows.-' From what I heard{ou fay the 
other day, J fufpecled that you are in want; and could not 
be eafy till I Ia'N you again/ He then pulled out a purfe. 
containing, as he fa.id, twenty,-eight doubloo11s, telling me, 
that it was collee\ed by begging, and that he could beg for 
-more; praying me to take it, bei::aufe a lady could not beg, 
and mull: die for want of yam, if fhe had no money.-] was 
ilruck with the gratitude of this poor fellow. I thanked him 
for his kind offer, but I added, that I had got money fince I 
faw him, and had no occafion for his purfe. Having enquired 
why his mafi:er fulfered him to beg, he informed me, that beinu­
old, he could work no longer, and that his mafier had turned 
him out of doors to beg or fi:arve ; that he had been a flave 
from his infancy, and his fores' were the effect of f<=vere 
labour, After giving him another hit, and advifin(T him to 
conceal his money, I left him, not without fome d~gree of 
afl:ondhment at his generous behaviour." 

Europeans blufh, retire in fhame, 
No longer boail: the ·chrifl:ian name 

While yoµ can deal in blood; 
2 .F 2 And 



CO~RESPONOENCJ!, 

And doom to whips, and toils, a,1d, death, 
And lightly drdw the fleeting breath, 

W!Jici1 £lave~ recc:iv.'d from Gud. 

Have they not mental pow~rs in fl:or~, 
Is genius baniih'd from the ihore 

Of their degraded land ? 
Theeyeot G"d beholds the guilt, , 
The .itreams ofblood which "'.t! have fpi\t, 

And will that blood deman£1. 

Methir.ks I fe:e from yonder !ky 
The blackening clouds are drawing njgh~ 

To cruG1 the·guilty head; ·-
J hear the -diffant thunder roll, 
They ihak.e the _e.i.rth from pole to pole, 

" And fl:1:ike ~h-e murd~rers dea9. , 

For theGmera/ Baptijl Mtrgazine·. 

S C R A P -ijld. 

AcTS xvii. l 8. for~e_r part; 

" Then certain philofophers of the ~picureans_, a1\d ofthe 
Stoics, encountered him ; apd fome fa.id, what' will this 
babier fay?'' 

, IT was remarked in a former Scrap, that _Faul had laid 
himfelf in the way of all wh<:> chofe either. to inf~lt or n;afon 
with him. And here wi, fee _1fr, who _they were thaJ; IT-lil<le 
this att,1.ck on him; they were philofoi'hers, _ &c. 2q. How 
they treated him. ~, What will_ this bablet f;iy_ ?'• 

J. See wh9 th~y were ~hat attacked Paul ; t~ey were phi­
lofophers. This word_ feems_te> conyey tl:ie idea of perfons 
deep in knowledge, either of moral or· natural thiflgs,; and 
though now it is rather cqnfineq to perfons ell)inent for their 
underil:anding of the works of nature; whether,. as it ref peels 
ih~ earth or the material hc:avens, it feems in, PatJl's days.to 
include~ if not chiefly apply to,· them who were deeply 
verfrd in, and would ably rcafon ,.upon, the theology or reli­
gion' of tbofe times. So when Paul is attack~d by philofo.., 
phers, he has to encoun_ter the fidl: charac;lers that evi:n 
A then herfelf could produce. 

Epicureans, the followers of Epicurus, who is faid to have 
denied the Divine Providence, at\<) afferted that the whole 
wprld was ~he eJfecl: of mcr1_: chanc~. • He taught that ria~ural 

gra pfica-
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, gratilicati01>1s are a rl'ian's chief good, and limited human 
exilh:nce to the prcLnt fl:ate: therefore PauI•might well fay to 
fuch, I Cor. xv~ 32. if thefe notions be true, " Let us eat 
and drink, for tu-morrow we die." Here we fee what 
dreadful errors may- be maintaioed and. propagated by men of 
good narural and lit<.:rary ,ib:lities; ·and that thef~ wife hc:~ds 
had heai:ts, ignorant .and wicke::I enough b fee the;mfelves • 
.igainfi: Jefus Chriil: and his gofpe!. And thdc: encounter 
Paul! • • 

Stoics.• Thefe held the doctrine of an univerfal neceffity, 
and proudly exalte·d their wile men eve..n to a degree: of deifica­
tion ; and though there. were philofophers of both Lhefe feels, 
:md we fee their p'rinc1ples as different from eac~ orher as can 
well be, yet they can unite to ~ppof~ rh_e caufe of the one living 
,m<l true God, as then preaching by his fervaht Paul. 

Here obfc:rve how widely different thefe both wc:re from the 
docl:rines of divine grace. and whJt an aa of kin<lnefs it was 
to take the gofpel of falvation amongfi them. 

U. The _manner in wh_ich ~hey oppofed :,aul.-They 
{cornfully fa1d, " What will this hahler fay? By which 
phrafc they convey the ideas they had formed of his meannefs, 
ignorance, and impudence; as though he was only retailing 
a few• fcraps of knowledge that he had fomewhere picked un, 
like the loofe and fcattered grains in the market place, a~d 
had impudence enough to oppofe his broken incoherencies 
againO: the o~derly philofophical learning of Athens! ! ! 

But all..,this .did not difcourage Paul, who was nobly con­
fcious of the divinity of the caufe in which he was engaged, 
and the power and goodnefs of that God whom he fer red. 

Let us then in our cl~y, nobly brave every oppofitil'm, and 
commit ourfelves and our all to God in hi5 fervice: firmly be~ 
}ieving. that h'e who trufis in the Lo1'<l, fllalr be as Mount 
-Zion, that ~-nnot be remove<!, bu,t ab-ideth for ever, Pfalm 
cxxv. J, • 

I remain, dear Sir, with the cefr of willies for the ~fefui-

11efs and foccefs of the General I3aptifl Magazine, • 
• Your mofl: obedient, humble fervant, 

Jpril 11, 1800. SMA TTERER. 

For the Gmera/Baptijl Magazine. 
S C R A P IV. 

From AcTs xvii. 18. the latter p:\rt. 

,i He feemer):l to be a fotter forth of fl:r-;inge gods: bccaufe he 
I ,:ached to them J efus and the Refurrection." 

HERE 
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HERE w~ fee 'how dreadfully the great dochine of the 
chri!tian religion is mifundt>rCl:ood, even by thc::fe wife men 
of Athens ; and how blind the human mind naturally is, 
with refpecl to the things pertaining to the true God, an<l the 
need we have of a divine revelation: the excellencies of which 
are not fufficiently obferved, nor the advantage of it rlulyfclr, 
and that in part by it's bei~1g fo long enjoined.in our day, and 
in this highly favoured natrnn. . 

But could we for a lhort time put out that divine 1-ight, 
with which Heaver, has gracioufl y furrounded us, and be re­
duced to the fiate the Athenians were in, and feel the calamity 
of groping for Heaven's glory through nature's darknefs; 
.ind then be favoured _with d_ivine infirucl:ions, they would be 
felt a little, a v_ery. little, like what they deferve. I fay a 
,rery little, for the_1r real worth, . r.or human, nor angelic 
ton"'ue can tell, nor any heart conceive. 

Then how lamentable the cafe of all thofe o'n whom thefe 
favours are fo richly beficiwed, and yet this richnefs of grace 

• - - ' in part, makes_ -It pa1s, unnoticed, unfelt, unimprov~d by 
them, Oh, Briton! Oh, my foul! beware left this neglech:d 
and defpiftd Light be f?llowed by more than Athenian dark,. 
nefs; a11d that as a punilhment for our abufe of fuch mercy. 

But to return; Paul preac:hed Jejus, yea, and the Refur.,. 
rrElion too. Here was ample fcope for the befi abilities of 
this learned, regenerated, and zealous fervant of the living 
and true God. Jejus the Saviour !~the Saviour whom 
God ha~ an_ointed, and fet ~part ~o fave poor linners,. by laying 
down his life for all, by his tafimg' death for every man, and 
fpilling that bloqd which cleanfeth from all fin;-)' ea, and the 
Refurrecl:ion too; not on\y of Chrifl: hii;nfelf, but. of all the 
dead, both " the jufl: and the unjuft." What matter here 
-with which to addrefs this people, and by which, would they 
have regarded, to have pierced their hearts with true com­
puncl:ion. 

But fo far from this, that their nztive and education preju. 
dices ahd ignorance fo far prevailed, while their heads and 
hearts were full of idolatry, that they fuppcled the bleJTed 
Jefus, that di vine Redeemer whom Paul preached, to be fome 
deified man, fome perfon of note, on fome account or other, 
and fo might be p!zc"d among their idol~. See, oh fee, dear 
reader, what ignorance and prejudice can do; and do thou 
walk in the light, while thou ha!l: the light, left darknefs come 
upon thee alfo. . 

And what is, if poffible, more a!l:oni!hing yet, they fup­
pofed 
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po:cd that RejurrtElion was fomc noted Godd,fs about wh· 11 
this babier was talkincr. ' J ' IC 

. Oh, _Sir! ~hat a blcffing, cot!ld you, by your g~ave' aRd 
tn ltrucbve M 1fcellany, lead ~a!;1k_md more gene rail y to Jove, 
ftud y and obey the truth, as 1t _lS in Jefus. This would give 
very great pleafure to • • 

Your afFecl:ionate friend, 

The SMATTERER. 

LETTER TO THE.EDITOR. 

DEAR SIR, 
May 16, I Soo. 

PLEASE to accept the few moments production of my pen, 
which I now employ to thank you for your kine! lttter ~ 
nee<l I fay I always highly value your feafonable hints; I ;,.]­
ways find that aptntfs in you to· exhort daily, which makes 
your epi{l-]es falutary and u(efu). _ 

You remind me ·of a future better world; you unite with 
me in befring tefiimony to the truth and. faithfulnefs of God: 
you cont_rnl1: the prefcnt light a'ffiiclions, with an tternal 
• weicrht of glory ; and thus you would fiimuhte me to go 
fon~ard, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 

I will once more fubfcr-ibe to the honour of the Divine 
Majefiy, that he has given ine to. belitve, all his ways are 
perfect ; all his paths are mercy and truth to fuch as fear 
him; and I think I can fay 

" I'll praife Him for all that is pa!l-, 
And truH him for all that's to come." 

Oear Sir, afiift,me with your prayers, and let me {lill be 
remembered by you, when your foul is drawn out by a mighty 
fpirit of grace and fupplication, 

Through mercy we are are all tolerably well. I am very 
much gratified in the enjoyment o'f my dear fifrcr's com­
pa11y, and hope to dc:eain her all the fumrnt:r; as at "this time 
{he can lend me forne affi{hnce, which_, may be of efferti;,l 
fervicc. Mr. H. ddires me to prelent his kind refpt:c.s to 
you. We {hould indeed be much pleafed to fee you in E. 
My filter particularl_y ":iilies to be remen:ibered to }'O~ in .. 11 
chrifl:ian 'refped t>he 1s much pleafrd w,th our fituat~on and 
town, and fociable friends. You will ple,,fe to prelent my 
kind love to all my chrillian friends, and accept my hu!band's 
in uuion wilh 1ny own, for yourfelf and family. 

Your's aifoclionately, A. ~I. 
HI:~TS 
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NOTWlTHS1'ANDl'NG the oduim. cafl: upon. the 
B:1ptifis in the -reign of ltfog "James 1, :ind the lt:v~riti~s 
ufcd againfi: them, they kept up th'eir fo"parate meetings, and.had 
manv <lifeiples who embraced their opinion, as· is declared by 
thof; who writ againH: them, , . 

Among thi man:t profel ytes whic_h \h_ey had·· at this time:; 
there w ... s one at Lon4on,. who being leverely reflecled uport 
for his -feparating from the church, and divers falfe reafons 
for his fo doing being reported, thought_ fit tc;, writ~ a letter to 
his friends, to acquaint them ·1,ith the real_ occalion of it i 
and that he might recommend his prefent principle and p.tatl:~e 
to them with the more advantage, he got <;me of the e]ders of 
the Baptifrs to draw it up for him. But before thi.s lett1=r, 
came to the petfons defigned, it fell into the hands of one i-11' 
the.comm~nion of the cf1urch of England, who imn,ediatcly 
publ,fhed 1t, together with an ,anf V{er t~ereto. • . , 

This letter, difcoveri_ng fomething of the principles_ and 
fpirit of_ the Baptifl-s of thofe .times, and the arg.ume11ts· by. 
wnich they did then maintain ~heir opinions; I fhall 'here ia­
frrt the cupy thereof: 

" Beloved friends, 
" The antient love that I have had towards you, pr9voketh 

me to teftify 1:hat I have not forgotten you, b·ut arri defirous 
ilill to !hew !11.Y unfeigned lcive to you _in any thing I may. I 
make no quefhon but you have heard d1.ve(s falfo reports. ofme, 
;;,)though among the fame fome tr.uth~; and that you may ~e 
truly informed of my ft;ite, I thought good to write a few 
words unto you, hoping you will not fpeak evil of that you 
k.n,pw not, nor condemn a man unReard. The thing whefein 
I differ f,om the church of England, is, they fay ~~ their 
walhing or baptizin!! their infants, they are members; chil­
dre.i of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven. This 
I clare not believe, for the S-:riptures of God declare, that 
neith:.:r fieili, nor v.rafhing the fle!h, can fave. ' Fldh and 
blood cannot enttr into the kingdom of God'; for that which 
is flelh is fldh; and we cannot enter into the kingdom- of 
God, except we be born again.' They that have prerogative 
to be the folls of G·od, muit be born of God1 even believe in 
his name; ~nd the wa!hing off the filth ofthe Belli is not the 
li.:.ptifrn that faveth; but a eood confciencc maketh requclls 

to 
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to God. ' If ~ ·man be in Chrill:, ~e is a new creature.' 
The confequence,of this is, that infants are not to be baptized1 
nor can be chrifl:ians; but fuch 011ly as confefs their faith, as 
thefe Scriptures tea,h. There i~ neither command, exarr,ple; 
or jull: confei:iuenc;e fut i11fants haptifm, but for the baptizing 
of believers. There is-bel?dest bf the church of Gnd, to be 
conf:d~red wlia'titis; it will plainly a_ppear, that ir:fants can­
not be of it; they that know the language from whence the 
word church js taken, c-an witnef~ that it figni lieth a people 
c:i!lle<l out, -and fo the church of Cbrifl: is a t::umpany called 
out of their former efl:ate, where.in tn~y were by nature; out 
ot Babylo:1, wh_erein they have been-' in fpiritual bandage ta 
the po-wer pfantichrill, aod frpm having fellow{hip in fpiri­
t•1al w:orfnip .with unbelievers and ungodly men: from -1ll, 
whofoever Gometh out,- they are ht timber for his fpiritual 
bu1ld1ng, which is a habitation of God by the fpirit, and the 
houfhgld of faith. Thofe ~hus come out of nature; Egyptian 
:bondage,. and the ft;llowfhi p of the c+.ildn::n of Beli,d~ being 
new creatures; ..and lo holy brethrf'n, are made God's houfe, 
or church, through being knit together by the fpirit of God, 
a•id baptiicd into his body,'which is the church. This being 
undeniab.ly the church of Chrilt, infants c.inriot be of it, for 
thev cannot be called out, -as aforefaid. Known wicked men 
ca1i',10t _be of it, becaµfe they are not called out, nor anti­
chri/l:'s (piritualbondage cannot be of it; becaufe that is a h::1-
bitation of dev_ils, a11d all God's peqple 1n1Jfi: go out of 
that. 

" What can be objetl;ed a~ainfl: this? are not -all the fons 
of God by faith? if any be iii Chrill-, or a chriil:ian, mull: he 
not be a new creature ? I pray ynu, do not take up that ulual 
objection .which the AntichriHians have learntd of the Jews, 
'\-Vhat tellefl: thou us of being made Chriflians only by faith 
in .the Son, ahd fo being made free? we are the children of 

.Abraham, and of believers; we are under the promifr, I will 
be the God of thee antl thy feed: thus are we and our childreh 

. made fr::e, when as th:::y neither do nor can believe in the Son.' 
This is a Jewifh antichrill:ian fable. For Abraham had two 
fans, which were types of the two feeds, to the which two 
cov.:nants are made: the one born after the flelh, ty12ing out 
th~ fleThly lfraelites, which were the in~bitants of material 
Jerufoltm, where was the material temple, and the performance 
of thc1fe, carnal rites which endured unto the time of n:forma­
tion : the other by faith, typing ~ut the children of the faith 
of Abraham, which are the inhabitants of the fpiritual Jeru-­
falcrn, the New Teilament, in which is the fpiritual temple, 

V<.,1-, III. :1- G ihs 
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the church of the living God, and the petfo1·mance 9f all th01e 
lpirituai ordinances which Chri!l: Je(us, as prophet.and king 
thc1-eof, hath appointed, which remains, and cannot be ihakcn 
or altered. 

" Now if the old covenaht be ab~,li{hed, and all the apper­
tainings thereat; as it ls, as bei~1g fimilitudes o( heavenly 
things; even the covenant written in the book, the people, 
the tabernacle or temple, and all the rnini!1ring ve!fels; and 
a better covenant, e!lablifhed upon better promifes, and better 
temple and minifhing vcfiels came infiead ther·eqf, procured 
and purcha(ed by the,blooq of Jefus Chrifi-, who 'is the new 
and living way: 'let us draw near with a true heart, in affu_ 
ranee of faith, fprinkled in our hearts front an evil con(cience, 
and baptizcd in our bodies with pure water: let us keep this 
profctlinn oi hope withoutwavering, and have no confidence in 
the .fld11,' to reap juilification or chriil:ianity thereby; but let 
us call: it aw:,.y as dnng and drofs: for if ever any might plead 
privilege of being the child of the faithful, the apofile Paul 
might, as he faith ; Phil. iii. 3, 4.-read the place-but it was 
nothi11g till he had the rig:hteoufnefs of God through faith, 
then was he bapti2ed into ChriCT: Jefus for .the remiffion of 
his fins. • , 

" This covenant, that we as children of Abraham challenge, 
is the covenant of life and falvation by Jefus Chrifr, made to 
all the children of Abraham, as it is made to Abraham him­
felf; ' to them that believe in him that raifed up Jefus our 
Lord from the dead.' ·As alfo,_ the children of the fldh are 
not they ; they mufi be put out, and mufi not be heirs with 
the fai,hful: 'If they that are· of the law be heirs, faith is 
made void, -and the promife is·m.1.de of none effect. There­
fore it is by faith, that it might come by· grace, and the pro­
rnife might be fure to all the feed that are ,of the faith of Abra­
ham, who is the fathrr of all the faithful.' They are'his chil­
dren; the promife of falvation is not made with both Abra­
ham's feeds, but wi~ his own feed, they that are of the faitll 
of Abraham. 

" Thefe things rr:ay be ftrange to thofe that are '{hangers 
£rom the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, 
becaufc of the hardnefs of their hearts.' God hath written 
them as the great thiugs of his law; but they are counted of 
many as a firange thiog: 'but wifdom is jufiified of all her 
children,' and they that fet their heans to feek wifdom as 
fil ver, and fearch for her as for trcafurc, they {hall fee the 
righteoufm:fs of thofc things as the light, and the evidence of 
them as the noon-day. They that be wifo will try thcfe 

• things 
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things by the true touch!l6ne of the Holy Scriptures, and leave 
off rejoicing in men, to hang their faith and profeffion on them; 
the which l fear not to f11pplicate God day and night.on the 
behalf of you all. To whofe gracious direction I commit you, 
with a remembrance of my hearty love to every one; de/iring 
hut this favour, that for requital I may receive yoµr loving an-
fwer. Your~·to be !=oinmaoded always in any 

Ci:hri!lian fetvice, 
London, 10 )'Jay, .1622. • H. H. 

Crofoy, v.·i. p. 133. 

cc P. S. I have fent to my friends a t~fiimony of my love; 
one book to mafter Stroud, one to G;Jodman Ball, one to 
:(\Ars. Fountaine, one to Roger Seely, 011e to Samuc;l ~ath, 
and one to yourfelf. I befeech you read, con!ider, and 'the 
Lord give you under!l:anding in all things.' 

ANECDOTES ON lVIEAD, AND ON WINE. 
' . . 

. "MEAD is a liquor very co111mon in Lithunia, in Poland, 
in Mufcovy, and countries where honey is V$ry plentiful.· 'It 
is alfo made in mapy parts of England; but it is feldom ufed­
here as common drink. It is reckoned, on account of it's 
oily and_ balf~mic prin._ciples, very proper in cot.1ghs and 
phthifical cafes. Jt is hurtful to bilious people; for honey, 
of which it is made, eafily turns into bi\e." ., 

"WINE is a ferme1,1t~~ liquor of moft ancie~t date, It ap­
pears from the holy wnt1pgs, that the ufe of 1t was known' 
before the flood; _for we are told that NMh (having learned 
the art of making wine "in all probability before the flood f 
planted a vineyard, !ll:ade wine, anq t1nfortunately ,was over., 
come by the power of it.-,-The moder~te llfe of ,,..,ine, at all 
times, and with moft ages and co~llitutions, will have the 
effect of a moll generous cordial. Jt forti~es the fiomach, 
enlivens the fpirits, and gives vigour to the blood. It agrees 
better with phlegmatic people, than with young, hot, and bi'­
lious confl:itutions. Plutarch relates, that when a very greaC 
plague raged in the army of Julius Ca:far in Africa, no 
remedy was found fo elfetlual as good and generous wine, 
which very foon put a fiop to it, aner it was given to the 
foldiers of that army.-Is not this a very plain hint of the ute­
fulnefs of it in our putrid, malignant, epiclemical? ~nd conia-
~ious fevers ?'• De f'a1agin, qn Diet, p. 13.3. 

2 G 2 OB.ITU~ 
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OBITUARY~. 

• 'ro the Ed,'tor of l~f General Baptijl Jvlogazinr~ 

HONOURED S1Rl. ~ .,_ 

HA VINQ obferved rf;:peatedly on th\f covers Q[. your 
month! y Publication a dcure exprdfed to :receive from your 
Co,-refpondc:1ts intelligence refpeltiug the.deaths and characl:ers 
of profeffing chrillians; I, h,we ventured to fend you _the, foJ,. 
Jowing, which yo4 ari;: equa,11 y at liberty tQ publifh, or l::(!ll-: 
fign to oblivion. , . . _· . . _ · .. 

On Thurfday, the 16th ofJanuary lafi:, died, in the 8Qth 
year of her age, Mrs. Elizabeth Proud, reljct. of the late .lV). r. 
John Proud, who was forty-_on,e . years a M1nifier of the 
Gofpel; nventy-nine of whi.ch he ,~a,s P~fl:or of the .General 
Baptifr Church at Wifbeach, Cambridge$ire. Her piety 
was exemplary-the lived near to God-enjoyed daily-corn; 
munion with -him, and_ -found him faithful in her Jail: mo,. 
roents. In the beginning· of her laff il}nefs, Che appeared·ra~ 
ther di{heffed in her mind, and grieved becaufe .her friel"\ds, 
fue faip,ha~ a much higl:ler opinion of heJ tha1~ flie ~eferv~d, 
and fa,~ " 1f they knew rrre petter they wo!i-ld th.1nk ~nd fpeak 
with diffidence." So· true is it that t~~ greateff chriftians 
think themfel ves the leaft of all faints~ In a.onverfation with ~ 
friend, {be eKpreffed an ardent gefi•re a(ter an affu"r.i,nce of the 
L~rd's favo1;1r and prefence io her◄ring hour, an<! then added~ 
,, I have orily a hope, l truft, a well founded hope, in my 
'ltedeem~r, that l fhall enj,oy:, his preftn,e, ant be happy.'i 
fie.· fri~, with whom fhe was conveding, repeatetq in hec 
iar, for ih~ was very d'eaf, Pfalm Jx~i. 24. " Be of goo~ 
courage, and he £ball ffrengthen your neart~ aH ye that hope 
in the Lord." She replied, " hltffed lie God for that ptomife"­
" h/iffad he G9d for hope.•: . And then,, with eyes fixed up­
wards, and apparently ~1th ari uncomm~n degree of defire1 
repeated the follow111g lines of Dr. Watis s: 

- " O for an over-coming faitl:r, 
" To cheer my .dying hours'! 

,~ To triumph-to triumph o'er fhis mo,y?er---this monjler­
,Death, 

" With all his frightful powers." 

The next day {he was q~ite bappy, and expreft'ed many 
"'. rdent defires to be gone-told thof~ aroun~ her, lhe lhould 
,. foon 
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!,)on be releafed, 'aJJ4 b,!=. happy wi,th Chrift in glory; and ex­
horted all around her tci prcpart for that cha11ge wh1cr1 WP1J]d 
foon take place with ,her, and which· might, for ought the\1' 
knew, as foon tak.e place with them. • The Lord, howeve;, 
~ifoppoi'nted • her, a1i'd prolonged her life a few days b~yond 
·expecration, may I llOt f .. y r to•te.-ich thofe ai:ound her how 
to live and die, One. friend, who attended her occafiona]!,. 
botk1'y day and night, has lince declared the is well repaid 
for al'l the attention and affifrance lhe gave Mrs. Proud. Here­
tofore {he has alw.iys ii::en fo.m:th:ng very dreadful to ber in 
death,i,. but the fere.1ity. of mind with which {ne exprelred her 
confide.nee of fature happincfs, ·and her ardent defire to pafs 
the darkfome v~k, has remo,ved the horrorc; which ufed· to 
2.ttend the thoughts of dying; and 'taught her that death to the 
real child ofGO:d is dcfirable rather than to be feared. 

When lhe foundtth~t her di1Tolution was at a greater di/lance 
than file had imagined, lb~ exi;,retTed.great forro.v for hor im-

. patience, and faid; ~" l have offended God, I ougt}t not to l1ave 
_"wiihed for dea_th, hut to have prayed for refignation to his 
will." And. from this time was a pit.lure of patien"ce, ex­
horting all who came 11ear her to feek the Lord while they had 
opportunity, that- they might be prepared for dcatli, come 

, • whenfoever it ~ay, u~til 'I',uefd:iy morning, when !he foll 
·aneep, and flept- apparentl.Y free from pain, until two.o'clock 
on Thµrfday morning, from which time 'tis fuppofed, by the 
vifible twitchings and rn,otioi,s of the human frame, lhc might 
feel Come pain; but neven1woke, At four her fp:rit quitc~d 
it's old decayed tabernacle," and l:ook poffeflion 'of a" houfe not 
made with· hands, eternal in the heavens.•• She was inter:red 
Oil the Lord's-d.iy evening in the General I3aptifr's B:urial­
ground, and' a fermon was preached on the oc.::afion· by brotht:r 
ThomasEwen,.ofMarc~, from Nu·,nb.xxiii. 10. "Ld me 
die the death of the righte,'us, a:1d let my lat1: end he like his," 
to a very ~rou_ded audience. I_ have onl_y rec?rdcd a few parti­
culars relpechng Mrs. Proud 111 her dying circumllances, a:d 
omitted to enlarge on her charaBer, • as a wife, p.i, ent, or 
chrifrian, as that is foperceded by the following lint:s, written 
by her fon, which, if you have no objediou, you are at li­

berty to publilh; 

' . 
An Elegy on Death !-It's no (uch thing, 
'Tis virtue, life, and Mrs. Proud, 1 fing. 
Vvhat, is lhe dead ?-And muft we deeply mourn, 
1u hopelefs forrqw o'er the chrifrians urn? 
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:N'o, dead lhe is not, rior can ever be, 
She triumphs now in i~nmortality. 
A way with folemn elegies on death, . 
Vvhen pious chrifii.ans yield their tranfient breath. 
The body's dead we own,...- 'tis Heaven's plan; 
But then the earthly body's not the man, 
Can all the elements howe'cr combin'd 
Produce a rational, imm~rlal mind? 
Jmpoffible ! then way, when friends are fled 
To worlds of peace a.rid joy, fay we they're dead? 
Abfurd the idea,-chafe it from the breaft, 
And be the real truth of things ex.p1"efs'd. 
Souls never die-death is but the remove, 
Of pious chriftians, to the worlds of love:. 
Full fixty years in this frail ilate oflife, 
Our friend, a faithful, :virtuous, worthy wife 
Was kn'own to be,---a brightexampli; giv'11, 
Of thofe fweet graces which defcend.from Heav'n. 
Full threefcore years and ten the facred word , -. ' 
Her rule oflife,_ and Jefos Chrifl: her Lord. 
To him devoted, and h.is will obey'd> ·, 
Nor from his holy precepts ever firay'd. 
'The humble author ofthefo lines can tell, 
Her virtues befl:, none knew her heartfo well. 
But all who knew her, ( and fome thoufanqs ~new1) . 
Will own in her_religion fl:ood to view,' • 
In all it's charrr.s, fo lovely anq fo bright, 
That few ~n earth h<!ve fl1011e in ftronger light. 
Patient in trouble,---_evermore refign•d, 
"\Vhate'er her fl:ate, .fupported was her mind. 
Tender and moll: benevolent of heart,: 
Where e'er diflrefs,. appear'd, ~e wo'}.-1Jd impart. 
The fans of poverty from her h11vc found • 
An open hand, while richer ones were bounJ. 
That charity which in her bofom glow'd, 
So many years---fo many gifts bellow'd, 
In feeble, helplefs age, to her was fhown, 
And lib'ral hearts were found like to her own; 
Who, t'.:'nder, kind, and gen'rous, did provide, 
And through her widow'd ftate her wants fupplie~. 
Ye worthy few, this tribute to your praife, 
A grateful heart returns in artlefs lays. 
He can no more than give returns of loveJ 
But your re""ard is treafur'd up above. 

Your 
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Your friendlhip to her virtue was exprefa'd, 
Pirtue wl)ich had fo many fuff'rers blefs'd. 
One good you did not fee her want below, 
Hutinftantly thatgood you did befrow. 

, Well have you 'done ;-as _taught in Jefu's word, 
You gave to her,• and lent if to theLord, 
Who will your fouls full feven fold repay, 
When you ihall meet her in the realms of<lay. 
But praife apart.---1 'd to my theme return, 
And paint a wreath around a parent's urn. 
Delightful name !--.:.Nofon hath ever known, 
A better, kinder, p;,irent than ·thy own. 
Full forty years, and mote, I knew her life, 
I knew the mother, chrifl:ian, friend, and wife. 
I knew her virtues ;-but I can't exprefs, 
The vain attempt would only make them lcfs., 
In every lituation -every fl:ate, 
Her life was pure~ ~nd her example great. 
To fpeak her character in one 1hort line, 
I wijh like her's, were every heart, and mine! 
DiJ all mankind as good, as •righteous prove, 
Y vu'<l fee a heav'n below.' of peace and love. 
Prepar'd by mercy for a frate of refi, 
She's where the truly good, are truly blefi-. 
An angel there, ihe'IJ ·Iive,-that heaven know, 
Which threefcore years and ten lhe fought belo,v. 
A beauteous form-.a perfect female fia:1d,. 
Receive her vafr reward from Jefu's hand. ,· • 
In youth and vigour, joy aJ)d honour iliine, 
With fellow angels-in their pleafures jciin. 
And fhare, what fhall to all the good be gi~'n, 
An endlefs life ofhapp1nefs in heav'11. • 

N. B. If the views of Mr. Proud would have perm:tted 
him more exprefsly to afcribe the holinefs and falvation uf his 
excellent mother to the grace of God in Chrift J efus, his 
poem would have been much more agreeable to the fentiments 
and experience of the deceafed, and of thole who principally 
fupport the General Baptift Magazine. EDITOR. 

On Thurfday, March the 6th, r8oo, <lied at March, in• 
the Ifie of El r~ Mr. Thomas Mills, in the 84th year of his 
ao-e, He was a relident of this tow11 fifty-four years; fifcy 
w"hereof he was paftor of the General-Baptifl: congregati.::,n. 
In the bcginnin& o( the year 1790 lie rdigned the pl!~oraJ 

' 011ic.:; 
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office; but c<'l~finueJ occafi.onally to preach until Nb'v~!i1Tter 
lj98 • from which time his'bodil y Hrength and ~:ental power~ 
conliderably failw him. He evide:1tly faw his .ippro-<1ching 
ciif:olu,tion ; which pericd he fii anxioully <le{ired, that lre often· 
bcgger<l h1s frimds :ind brcthreu to. pray for his death. Theil 
ccn!l:ant rcfufal to do it, and· entrea:ties that he ,would lab0l1r 
after relignation to the w-ill of his heavenly• Father in his 
fuffe_ring itat1t, wbid'd1e always acknowledg/d to be his,<luty~ 
did 11ot in the teaft prevent, his begging them .t<>.,pr.;y for 
bis death, u:1til his affiictions were 'heavier a_n·d l1is ·flrength 
much decayed; when to the jo·y of his friends his patience 
and retign.1i:-iqn were great;indced. He -wa_s now fc;ar~e ever 
heard to ut:er a complaint j but often _expr~Oing his thank­
folnefs to ·God, ,although through weak. i1efo;_j1e .\vas confined: 
.ta his b(:J ,,for· feveral weeks, incapable of moving, except 

. o_ne 4and, '!'{ithoutaffifiance. 'I truil: w~ may attribute this 
gr~t change to the g1 ace of .53 cd; and _ the influences of hi:;, 

- bl-dfed fpir.it upon the h~art. His remains we.rt: intel;f_(;d-i1i 
the chur-eb-:yaTd, on ·the Lor.d's-day e,venin_g_ following, 
where the Diffeui:ers-1n our pa-ri!h bury their_ dead, and the 
bum.If r1,1.ice read over him by th;: Rev; Mr. Jol;ifqu, and 
his ~~ral ferm:dt1preached_o'n re!tu'rn, in the'Baptiil: meet:ng--

- hciit(e, --b"" brother, Thomas:½:wen; from Numb. x,x-i-~i. ro. 
"Let mi die the' death of the righteOllS, and let lllY lafi tfiul be 
like bi~;'! to a·very feri_ou's-ctpudtd alUlitory.. ' 

Ma1'C1:J,~1Moy 12, 1800. ._.,,. 

, . O,n Wedner~:,_., l\,faflth 12, 1~00,-died, ·at' Satton Bonn)n~t~n, 'in the 
ou,1rj of N:ouinglpm, M,s. ~nah ~th, wife of Mr. Wi,liamiSm,jth,'in the 
rwcnc.1crlr ye#r uf he, aie, Sl\_e wu,O{le who, through, grace, _remcinbere,f 

-btr
0 

,.:,eatdrin the days of her youch, .being fcund fJ,Ihjed 10 1he commands of 
her ,kar Lord,and Sa V iour. in ,vhom ·alont: fli.: placed lter depe'ndance for . 
,-,,, nal life. , . 

_.,bJut a month previous to her death the was delivered of a daughter, 
(,v;;ic~ frillfurvive.,) aod appeared for more than• a \yeck a:fterw~rds .to' be 
c "ire oilt of'all uanger; but on the elevenrh_ dRy from her delivery, it ;1 
r,i.- Li~h, /he [Ook CG!d, in· confequence of her_· handling fame cold linen cloth; 
scdin the evening the was quire infenfible, fo chat thofe about- her thought 
ii,e could nut coctir.ue till morning: furgical affifiance, howe:vcr, was had, 
~·~d her feofes we,e in ·rome good deg-ree rcfiored. Her mourning partner, 
\;.;10 had been overwhelmed wi1h grief all the nii;ht, and to all.appearance 
l1·1d -~i,c:r'. l!p all !.opt• of her being in.any•degree rello,;;d, J1ad·9ncc more 
-.I o;,portun,ty of t,a. ,ng conve1fe with her, He enquired into th~ ilatc of 
J1er mi:1d, relpeliiDg her hope; of h~ppioefs, fhould the Lord fee good to 
tak.c lie, away by <le,rh. f,, which Ilic replied, " Jefus.Cl:ril\, and what he 
h;u done for me, when he fulfered-t>n the ri-ee, is what• I relt my hopes·upon 
for acce_ptance wirl1 mr God." ):;he appeared 10 be fenu~le-,_ i,i Jome degree, 
that her end drew nigh, 1houi::h ht::r furv1~i,1g partner and near relations en• 
(~n,'ncd fome partcrin!'; t.o,,es re 1ht: conrrary f the, howcve.-, remained. 
fennb e ro her dyiog OQUr, a.nd wotild have r~courfe at times to .the preeioiu 
"rcmif;s of her Loni ar.d Saviour, which fa elevated. her mind, thac d,arlT, 

the 
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ll1e,itihg of terrors,:appeared_ a y,_elcome cnclfenger_to her. May this ftrokt 
ilf-Provl~ence _!'1ave a. Jafting 1mpreffion on·alJ pur minds, ar.d lead us 10 felf• 
txkmlnat1on1 .Yi:11Cthcr .. ~e a_re propared·fclr (o awful a d:ange ! · · 

In eh~ courfe-oLher lllnefs lhe obfetved' to her ftlfviirlng partneF (' I 
fbould like to cl1,oofe a_ palf,ge of fcrip1ure, to be impr.ot_ed at.~,: .int,,:iienr• 
ffi~uld the Lord'!ee· good to remove me frorri ·thee 10 himlelf." • Which ac- • 
c:ordinf;ly w_a_s ?,one_, which was Job xiii._ 15'. "Though he .'11;,.y me, yet will 
I truft 10 lum. ,s~e refignetl her fpiuf in(o, •.the f.;inc!s bf her dear .$aviour 
the day aforef~ld·, and we truft lhe is now in the poffeffion· of !hat crown and 
kingdom which' is te{hved for all thofe who ·are faithful unto dea.tls She wa• 
interred in the Bapri~ Buryi_ng-ground ;tt S4t_ton, ·on the 16tfi of March, at 
which time. the \Vurds. which the deceafed chafe were improved by Mr. T •. 
Fickering, ofCaftleclonington, to a ver.y croud~<l and mournful coni;regation. 

Mr. Benjamin Annftrong, of -~orndor,, in the co~nty ef Leiceffer, aged 
66 years, acrcnded 10 his dom_eftic er commercjal concerns in_ the early Jilrt of 
the day ; dined; an_d enjoyed himfelf as ufoaf; went into his garl!en, ta ob­
ferve the ila e of h_is'_ ~ees_; faying he lhould return to attend tofome necel!"a:ry 
bufinefs. But h.i.s lfoufekeeper;-, thinking liim l.ong abfent, went to feek him_; 
when lo! lhe foon,!,?- him ffretched lifelefs on the ground, 0 that this IQ_ud 
voice of divine- Providence, may awaken the hearts of rhofe who fee or hear 

.~f it, and make them fe,elingly remember thiic "at J1.ch an t,our·as_-t\ey 
think not," 1he Lord tnay call them to app·ear before him! • ._-: , 

Tile brother of Mr, B. Armftrong di~d as {oddenly as himfelf; a'Jid· his 
wife nearly. as _fuddtnly a• ~ith~r of tiiam. All dled. in lefs than three yeirs~· 

R(LIGIOUS. INT.tL,Li.GENCE~ 
• ON Miiy 14th ~~d two followin~ day~;Wa• theannu~~meeting ottb:.Mil!i. 

gnary Soclhy. Theirreligious fervices vie re condu_tl!!d in the follo,,i;,g mann.ir: 
Wedne'fday; the Rev. Ebin. Brc>wn·;- ~fo~-e~iteithjn·1(;. in ~coifand, fon of 

the late R~v. J. Bro\°O'n, of Hading_tori, l!uthor _of tJle ~clf_in:erp,eting Bible, 
preached,:in i.h~ morning at Sur_r:r, (;hap~l, from. i Cor.., "· :4. "The lo,·e 
of Chrift conftraineth us,"--;Jn die evening, thfr_ ~e,· .. J,· M. Ray, nf Sud­
bury, preached at the Tahrnacle; from Gen; xx1i. L8':' " 1n thy.feeJ 
lhall all the nations of the earth be-blelTed.'', .. . . . •. •• • 

"Thurfd•y, the Rev. T. Grove, of.Walfal, preached !!,f. ,Tottenham-co11tt­
road Chapel, frotn Luk~ xxi_v. 47, •,r~i;i,d that. ~~penta,ice and remiJlion o,f 
nns lhould be preached m his name ll!JI.Qng_all:na_tlons.'' ,. • 

Friday, the Rev. W. WilJiams, A:' B·. of High Wycombe, preachccl at 
St. Leonard's Churoh, Shor.,:ditch, from Pfal. ii. 8. " Alk of me, and I ,fill 
give thee the he'athen for diµie inheritance, and the uttermoft I arcs of the 
earth for thy· polfeffion.'' 

The meetings were crowded as on former fimilar cccafi·,ns. 
On Wednefday, May 7, 1800, wa, held at Hinckley, Leicefferlhire, the 

half.yearly meeting of the Minill:ers of the three denom:natioos of Vilfon1e .. 
in that county. . 

The meeting beg,rn at h.1lf pall: ten with finging. Mr. Davis, of Wigffon, 
prayed; and Mr. Biun.tel of Arntby, pr_cacheJ the firll fermon, from i'fal, 
~xxii. 9. " Becaufc of the houle of the Lord. our Gcd, I will feek thy 
good." Mr. Cook, ·of Narborough, p1eachcd the iccond fennon, from 
Matt. xxiii. 8. •" But be not Je called Rabbi: for one is your mailer, eve11 
Chrilt: and all ye are brethren." ~r. Dcaco,•, of Lcicefler concluded 
with prayer. . 

After dinner the minutes of the -)aft meetii,~ were• rcsd, anJ the ufu~l 
ciucfti,ins were propofed·, an.~ confidered. Mr, Ca,-~, of Le:cefter, was una­
nimoufly rcqueflcd tn draw up a circ11hr letter_: !iatin{!, the impcrt,uce of 
promoung meetings for prayer, in wh·ch the mrmt,ers of tlic.-!ifTcrent ,011;rc­
ga1io11s may be req ucfleJ to unite; to be prcfont•·d cn:I read er tht: next m~er,n;:. 

The next ha If-yearly_ meeting to be held a" Arntby I on the tirll W cdnefda_y 
in October, 1800. :: H Lb f 
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(Crn,l.idcd fron t:,c l.tll: N •ni~cr of.the J:la~Tl!:S!~N.i ·:i~1SH¥'.l'O~ 
• •... '. ' ' 'MAtAZINIL . -:- ''.• 

~ &ep, r6&, of our lafl Nuf!fftt· . 
• ••.• ' ~ . '\~ 

, 
-LliADEN-HALL MARKET, li,ttii!.1lr-~e~.:-:. 

. •. ( • •• '' • ,, ' ,,';. • \ .','~ f~ I.,'_ lf· 
Dit1ierjwm-:'-Q j,part.-'I brcc galleries, .ft,,;t feats ·e41=b.. • ,, , 

I ,\-· ,;_;(.',,,:t'V. ' 

, -rms d11;rch was hr~ s~th~~d by D•:· TfiO*As.p',~op.~)N.'~~wh.~f~ 
)aj:\ccTS in p! nt arc wejl:kn?Wll, • After h\m fuCG~"l':iw..,-J',''f ',.. i" 

• 'Mr. C(LLINGES, \\flO·Was a ,,.~able P•$~chet,a,~l?-U!ti:!!,~.-)'Cf:·t(~~:'.1 , 
Mr. NATHA~ltL MATHEj:l fuccecded· him. He.,,1$;i'}llrl1c1ous, zealo,~s, 

affce.ionatc preacher; ret rather heavy in the pulpit, ,11,d therefore not popular; 
H_c was one of :he Pir.o·,r',-Halt"'Le"(.turers;, and had a /hare in th~ controverfy 
oithat dav with Dr .. Wr ',,L IAMS_. . Tlie Jatter p.:rt of.his time , .. • 
• Mt. TRAIL, J-'worthy miQi!\",r, affi!\ed him.- ~r;, Mather dying in 1698, 
he. was f11cceeded by 

Mr._ BRAGG. anJ Mr. ·coLLING:ES, the fon of the above 11)el)tioned, a, 
• joint paftors. Mr. Collingcs vyt,,a good preaclier and~ ferious chr1~ian, but his 
comp~fures not being-we!!" co~ll:ed, and his deliv,.ery odd, he bad nor a large 
;,uditory, though well.efreemed by.the churches. 1'!e ·died abo:Ut.,the·year 171p, 
when-he was one of,the-Pinners-~,ill -Ielh1rers.. . T!lc fol~p_wing year.r,-· . 

··>Mr, P_HlLIP GlUBS 1,Yas chofen,to ~ffill: Mr."Br,zg"g, which h.~,-Ontinued to 
co till 172.9, when h_e was called,to he.co-pa!lqr with (lllr. BAn~i,~fft HacAn,y. 
Mr. Gn,Bs,--after fome years, fo muchalter~<l his:fentim-,nts;· as to .iliff'olve this 
cc:me&;ua, a~d to publiih his recantation. I:le .had l>ecn 0·11e ·of. Mo:. _C.,..-"1ard's 
tirft leCt,irers ac ·S,. Hden•s, and printed_ foll!e fJermons. preached there, in CQO• 

necl:ion with Mr. Bcadbw-y-and others, .. 
__ !'4r. B.:,z_gg,J;e_fore he, was .called to the.pa~pil office, p1·eached a,fi,ll:ure- at 
1Ja/:,,·•, Hal;on tfu, Lord's-day ·evening, where hl',-bad a qouded ~uditory. Upon 
'li.is.!ernoval, h,e.brought-that le8.ure·.t_p his own p!~ce, and it "'ii" ·obferved thot 
Jhis was a n~r[ery to bis church; ·hiil.;!~bours,therein .being •owned to the co,11-
_v.erli,,n.~~~ny fo4ls. He' has, ~:/:this day, preaooea:.ftatedly in the morning 
.z:1d ha.,; al~ays had ,a large audience. Yi"is-chur.cb is now a- confiderahl~ body 
He is• pla.i11 familiar pre>ll'h_er, and bi, difcou·rfe.s.:~re not the-moll 'labo111ed, ~ut 
!hey have_ been attended with great fuccefs. Hi,-' is a zealous,Galvini{l;-,and is 
onc11 preaching ;,gainfl: Atheifm, Deifm, Arianifm,. Sociniall\t'm, Arininians, 
Neonomi'1ns and A11tinomians. And though he -takes this freedom in the 
pulpit, from whence fon::e luvc,,· concluded t11ac, he, was 'of a cenforious t~mper; 
/t has been rcmark.ed that he never could be dr.,~n to (peak evil, or to the prciu­
~icr of any man's perfonal charal'l:er. He has a( p1·,efcnt no !lated ~ffi!\anc, but 
r,.,ly gcc~li.o::ial f11pplies in the-akernoon. • He,i8 a l•lturer at l'inner's Hall. 

EAST CHEAP/: (Weigh-haµft:) 
Dim,rf,r,11J-17 /'fuare.~wo gal. of 6 feats, one if 3. 

I 

IN 169°5 ~his church met in a large room in Great~Eafl;-Chea?, _M,• 
RJ,YNOLDS being their pallor; but in 1697 his people b:iilt this meetmg­
;,oqfe · and froill a fm,11, it ·has l>ecomc a ,conliderable and rich congregJtion, 
l~1r. R

1

ryn,lds was a plai;1, fcrious, and 'affo€1:mg preacher; and he had many 
• • • f~als 
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r,_.,,s of hkmininry., . He wa~ a rematkai,le pleader for the cnufe an~ intetell of 
Chr.11:, and efpeeially for the roor mini!!ers iN the cou~try; Jnd God gave him, 
in a, lib~,iln,.aiinc.r, the heart, and purf~'I of hjs· f""ple ; they making the largell 
c~lletliun (M the iund) ofany con~regafbn in Lor.~nPC,./tq', Hall excepre~) 
for ip~nf "'>'•ruai\.'. , . ' ·, · • · • 

Dr.· E.-;RLt:'w3;!1 chofcn his aliifta.q~ about 1 699, and upon his.removal abo~ 
I 707, he was fuccccdcd IJy • , 

Mr. JA~S, I~ EAD•i but '.Mri !-eyndds,a11d the-~hurch not beiag fatislied 
"1ith i;: t. Rttid', judgment Ii• to the·cloltriiic of the Trinity, (to whi€h he refofed 
fubmiflio:1fa'lt>ut i 7-w, he was <lifcharged, end . • 
. l',ij,.~W~warchO(en in hi• room.. Mrr ·Reynolds Ji.Jing in 17z7, Mr. 
Wo,i'o wlis, c:fi.afen panbr; who is a lively good preocher, of· pepular ·talents. 
Jn 171~ ... t'•.,.,. : ·, , , , 

Mr. Samuei' Srnder(dn • was chofen to be his al!ilbnt. This church ufed to 
carq ~.!).<;ii: ' tibuti9as io,!'.,coul]lry _ m_\riite~s to the Prcfbymi,.n fund,., but Mr. 
W.bil. ni:JW ·, •i~i t)1e· Congregational. • 't·• • •• • 

fl;:>r; ' ~'lbccee~ed ~r. Wood; •lil1 Dr. W1poN (uccetd~d Dr; 
p1fg~1~Jt,. :j!f!Pirs·o,f'h,rn 'V.111,lhortly ~i'_pear.J , / 

;-> •• , ";J ---- -&i~ 

~~~: 
- . ' !~tJ""r . 

Mr,· H.(#'VIPHRYS was p;aftor of this chbrch incthe year 1700, at· which time 
the1rmet fa a large roum in' DuJ,s's PI•«; p-om whence they rempycf to a new 
me1etii1g~houfein Rqssmary;ron.,e and fro_ml:hence to Duh', Place ag,in: ·Aft~wa.rd:i 
to the.iti:tetiog-houf~ in P,nicoat-lan,, now.Mr. Pain,',. Mr!H,,tn;brys 'was in• 
cline_d.-tti what we call Antinomianifm, and his' people more fo.' • He WJ5 a great 
~anilter qf Dr. Crisp, arid Mr. D"'t/i~, o{_Rotb-.:Jti/. He was a mini.ner of" kirning, 
and;much efteemi,d by the•·high._flown_ people, though never popular, . He dyini: 
about 1721, was fucceedc;d b}' . . 
" -Mr. HUSSEY,· of Caml,ridgt, This .gentleman ,wa.,_ much' follo..yed, and 
<i,rained fcscral chur~hes offuch, meq1l,crs as w"'':'.b!fter {,,ftntEJed tlw, tbii.(jajkrs. 
He died in. 1728_ when a ~onuderable p~rt of them ,~moved ,to <rui'rJlr•f Hall, 
and ofter fome.confiderabfetime c!J.o'lt\ -. • -.,c•·., ·:·;;,.~ . 

Mr. BENTLEY, ,for their mili~er, wlio was by occopatioil a niech:inic; 
but being a perfon of con(qlerable'ljght. he quit,ted his other employment~ t and 
gave himfelf lip entirdyt1>·rh·e miniftry. He, WILS, firft of Mr. Bragg's church, 
biit (hqt.~fl:eeming him)'qcite orthodox, he. went" to Mr. HujlJ',. He has no 
literature,'bur has: other qu~lifications that make ain~nJs for that deliciencr,i,-lt 
doe, not appear whether _this church exii\Pd before 169 5. It is apprcher:dcflhat 
It is now as la'.ge as in Mr1,.Humphrys•~ time. In 1741 Mr, Bentley removed 
to Spi/ol jitlds. · ' , ~ 

··.-1 

"' After a few years this·excellenrman wa; remo-ved to BEnroar, to affill 
Mr. Cba11dler, a venerable aid miniller, who was the imme<liate fuccelfor of?ohn 
iJunyan, "In the year 1740 he wa~·ardained co-pai\or, and feon bec11me fole p.iftor 
tea ve,ry tlquriiliing' congregation,,.ia whichfituation he continued univerfally uc­
loved till the year ·.1766, ,vhen he'<!ied in faith and joy,"unh•erfatly lam,:~ted, 
age.d 63. For unaffc8ed piety,:fweetnefs of temper, and •benevolence of, heart, 
l,e had few equals; This account of Mr. S.1r.dt1jan is inferred by one to whom 
his memory will be ever dear, and who would be glad to do him jul1:ice by a mure 
ample account of his life and !chara8er, which his humility forbid being done in 
Jus funeral f;rmo11, 

t That of a Barber, 
MILES's 
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.MILES's LANE. 

1'HTS church was· gathered about the year 1669, by Mr. FO.R.D, ,ane]e&eJ 
"1ini 11,.,,., who was pious, zealous .and ,11fefol. On account of his grnwing ag1= 
and infirmity, in 1690 . • 

Mr. MATTHEW CLARKE was c.liofen to all"~ him, 'Yith no .greatet 
allqwancethan 301 ;u Qnm,m. Soori alher he was fixed co-paftoI, li~d upon rhc 
death of Mr. Ford ii\ 1~94, the whole charge devolved upon him; , His auditor7 
li,creafing,the peeple enlarged .the place, .and made .it more. co~mod,io\ir,,, .~ut 
for c;hree O\ lour years following, he was grsatly difcouraged • by th·e, lo(f of 
inany of· the _principal fupports of his church. He .,fterwards, however, began 
·lo fee the fruits of his labours )n conficlerable'additions, • . • . ~ 

Aflofher church m_et in the fame .place in the morning ; ( Qf-which Mr. Short 
was pal1cor) fo that Mr. Clarke ·h_ad;.but one fermon to preil~,~to illis p_eople 
0:1 t~e Lord's-day-_ But it rr:ay truly _be .faid that? cQnfideij_-he, length of 
lus-d,fcourfes and his labot.r m coli>pofing them, 1t·was ~:·equal to two, 
and he had hereby the better opportunity for alli11cing other ehdYches, whic;h he 
fcar«Jy ever refufed to do. He was jndeed a faithfal labourer fo. the gofpel of 

i Chri.11:: As.he advanced in years ,l1is miniffry became more fuccefsfu)., 
, lf(lpul_arity and elteem among Dttfe_nters of all dem~Jr!inations was at Jeaft 
'. to.that .:,f any minifter of his time, and even to the end of his life. He 
)ia,Lindeed many qualifications to recommend him. ,Befides his learning, af4 
lluence, and manli_nefs of fpeech;_ .)le polfelled a fweet and agreeable temper, 
-~ C'hmty _and benevolen_ce1, !?.~l--forts of chrj1~ian~. He was efpecially 
·•aiuable lor his knowledge of mankind:_ he had a. piercing eye,. iUJd a,!/liarper 
jadgme111:,-fo 1:hat he wo:illd generally dafcover what people were;,ali:il.oft_by a 
look, :it, kaft. by a a,orc fonverfation, ·,,Mr. Clarke was one that. had thtciJlt~ieft 
of Chrill:.ie.illy at heart, and took a)I ~pporturiities to proli)ote it. .ije',yi,is par­
ticul.irly felicitous for the rifing generation. He pourei! (!UC ma_ny: j'.(ervent 
prayer on their accou_nt, and rarely omitted an opportunity, in the rno1!:111pving 
and c8fnpallionate manner, to recommend religion to tli_emin the truth an{p.?wer 
o_f it.-Jt. was obfervable, that though he was a gol)d•t~mpered man, his p.refence 
.always commanded reverence. He never fought for,authority or dominion,-and 
i·n ~ his managem,c;nt of church affairs,, his owJ\'fe'ntim~nts were feld?m <!if• 
cov_ered, and nevet' '}'l',tre1, but be referred every ~hl~_g to his people.; which con" 
defi:.endiog te~pe• l!a:d this confequence;~banhey harJly ever took. up any refo .. 
lution, wichdl&t'being lirft fatislie4.~h.,t it'\,js agreeable to hi!]l, 

l:0·1716 Mri'l,HOR T's people qui:ted 'fhis ineeting-~·oufe, when Mr. GlarA 
un<lertook the fervice of the whole day, which he COi!tir.qed to perform till J 7zo, 
when Mr. TIMOTHY JOLLIE was chofen to _a)fift him. _He had _been 
fobjecl to the gout and ,heumatifm, which now every year grew·::upon hlm; 
fo that his 11.ength vifibly dl!cayed; and on the Lord's-day, •'.March ·:i:s, 
1728, he· went to his everlall,ing rel1c. In the A:ugu!l: following Mr, JoL~l,f 
was chofen pallor in bis room; but not without great oppo!ition. He-had thirty• 
four.voices, and Mr. G111u:, ofHertford,twenty. ' 

['liere follows a pJrticular account of a !h1rneful breach in· the church, 
on the charges of.a defelt in. 'V]r. Jo//;e's orthodoxy, thJu~h he had. ma_de a 
fatisfafrory confeffion of his ·faith to feveral minifters, who af,erwards took 
part againft him. A feparation tovk place, when nineteen men and. forty­
four women, who .were church memeeo withdrew; and . a new church was 
formed, of which Mr. G111sE, (aftcr!Vards Dr. G111a) became paftor, But 
perhaps the particulars of :h~ ali'Jir had better be buried in oblivion.] Mr, 
Joili,'s chuich however, • was IHI! «fpettabl~, and now enjop pe•~e. He 
aoa Mr. Jennine< exchange twice in the mo.o_th, • • 

•, • ~ALTER'i HAJ.L, for the next Nui;aberr 



THE 

•GerteralBapf:i:ftMagazine 
For JUNi, 1800. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

tIH, OF THt. R:EV. 'i'HOA1AS STEFFE.-~Concluded fs-,:tt, 
p. 186. 

J BE:LIEVE. the reader will ~afily apprehend, that a 
perfon capable of writing in this manner upon fuch _an oc­
caiion, was well qualified to compofe for the pulpit; arid 
though hi~ tutor did not-- fee. thi~ letter, h~ had a very agreeable 
proof of 1t.,much about this t1mej (1 think, the October, or 
'November f<;?llowing ;}. When Mr.. Steifo. pore a part in the 
courfe of homilies, ( as they were called, to difiino-uiih them 
from ferrnons) <jeli vered in tfie lecture-room, upon°the Being 
ahd Attributes of God; a,nd the chief points of natural reli­
gion. The fubjecl: allotted to "him was, The Imitatitm of 
God's Moral Perfections :· and I cannot recollect, that f ever ' 
heard a better academical di~co11rfe from any of the young 
fiudents with whom I have been acquai1:i:ed. It was finiilied 
with an accuracy, both of thought and language, which would 
have engaged me to have added it to this collection of 'his 
remains, if I had found it amongft his papers. But as I e:lid. 
not, I only mention it to lhew the reafon upon which they 
acl:ed, who out. of regard to the neceffity of feveral neigh­
bouring congregations then defritute, advifcd him to offer 
him[df to the exan:iination of a committee of miniil:ers de­
puted for. that purpofe, in order to his preaching in public. 
He paffed that examination highly to their fatisfatlion, as 
they declared by a proper teilimonial. Ai ,d my il)nefs envged 
him to preach his firft fermon at Norcha,npton, the firlt of 
January, 1737-8; • 

The fubject of it was thofe words, 2 Sam. vii. 18. "Who 
arn I, 0 Lord God 1 aftd what is my houfe, thilt thou haft 

V g1,, III. ~ l lm.11.1zhc 



IIOORAPHV, 

brought me hitherto?" As I have infertcd it the_fidl: in 
this collection, which is now in ehe reader's hand, I need fay 
nothing more to prove, tha~e general acceptance it met witl1 
was very well grounded; and all I fl1all add co11cerning it is, 
that I find in a blank page of the notes the following memo­
randum, 9ated April 16, 1738. "I have heard that thiil 
ierm<Jn was made peculiarly ufefu\ to feveFal perfons at 
N,irthanipton, the firfi time of it's being !?reached, and the 
fir{l: time of my preaching at all. Blefs the Lord, p my foul, 
for the honour he has done to thy poor worthlefs att<:mpts of 
fcrvice in this infiance ! 0 may it be an happy fpe(:imen of 
far more abundant fui::ccfs to attend my future labours in the 
minifiry ! " • 

It was before the end of January this year, that the Rev, 
irr. Stodden, of Taunton, and the heads of the congrega­
tion under his care, wanting an a1lifiant, thought proper to 
apply to Mr. Stelfe's tutor, who knowing the importance of 

, that place, judged it convenient to fend him thither as a can­
didate. His labours were univerfally acceptable to that nu­
meroui;; fociety; infomuch that after having fpent two or 
three fabbaths among them, he received an unanimous and 
preffing invitation to fettle there; which invitation, b;y the 
advice of all his friends, he accepted, only referving to'him­
felf the liberty of continuing where he was till his academical 
fludies were compleated, which they were by Midfum­
mer, 1738. . - _ 

The Jail: day, in which he appeared in the cono-regation to 
which he had fo long fiood related, was the 4th of June, 
J 738, when he preached that excellent fermon with which 
this little collellion concl1;1des: A day, which I cannot for­
bear mentioning on two accounts: The one is, that it was the 
lafi: in which I ever e."joyed the pleafure'·of his labours and 
convcrfation, though he lived till that day two years: The 
other, that 1 find it was made, by the divine goodne[s, re­
markable comfortable and refrelhing to him. " This morn".' 
ing," fays he, in a letter from which I mull: borrow a few 
lines, " I toek my leave of the pulpit here; arid have thii, 
:afternoon been at the table of the Lord, reviewing with a 
grateful fur prize the various infl:ances of the divine goodnefs to 
me; efpecially in fixing me in this place, and -making my 
abode here fo comfortable and advantageous : I have no~ been 
renewing my covenant engag<:rnents to my )?ather and my 
God; and in this rcfptt½, I would not alter the thing that is 
gone_ out of my lips, or which has been exprcffed in the fe­
cn.:t 1,wi~a~i: (>f 11,y heart. l would not be excufed fr~m 
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loving the great Author of all my mercies; I would not be 
d.ifch.argcd from his {ervict, if 1 might. 1 would not with 
for any thing t? lefle~ rny obligations to my dear Redeemer, 
but for every thrng to rncreafe my fenfe of them." And then 
he goes on to expre1s his tender fympathy to his mother, tnen 
under. confinement b'y illnefs, and his l~nging de/ire, if it were 
the will ofGod, to thare the entertainment of God's houfe 
ancl table with her, ;ind to dwell with her again, though in 
the lowdl circumilances: ln which, I believe, he alluded to a 
fcheme which he had, of bringing her te Taunton, which, 
had God fpared his life, might ·have perhaps fucceeded. 

What pleafure the had in an interview with him, and in 
attending his minifl:ry in that vifit which he quickly after 
made her at Wrentham, may be more ea/ily imao-ined, than 
defcribed, From thence he went to Taunton, and was very 
joyfully received by his~orthy frien~, the Rev. Mr. Stodden, 
and the whole congregation under his care, How he acl:ed in 
this more public fcene of life, I have not an opportunity par­
ticularly to fay; but am in the geaeral fullr: fatisfied, that he . 
behaved in fuch a manner, as there was reafon, from what we 
have already foen of him, to hope and expe8, and as entitled 
him to the affection and efl:eem of_ his valuable Pallor, of the 
Society to whom he preached, an<l alfo of many neighbourin~ 
congregations, among whom he foon came to have an inll.u­
ence, far peyond wha; couJd ~ave be~q imagined, conlidering 
his years. " 

I think I have before me _all the fermons he compofed 
d.uring the two years he continued in this fituation, which 
was all the remainder of his valuable lifo; and they are fo 
fairly written, and (fo far as I can judge) fo carefully fi11iihed, 
that I cannot but fuppofe, they had all, ex;9ept the Jail, which 
was made when his illnefs began, oei;n written out twic-e. 
They are every one of them, fo far as I can recollect, upon 
practical and important fubjecrs ; and if l may judge from 
what I have feen, they are_ foch, both for method, thought, and 
lang\Jagc·, that I fhould have follnd no ~ifficulty in furnilhing 
out feveral volumes of difcourfes, equal ta rnofl: of thele 
which a.re here publilhed. I cannot find any one of them 
in the review, of which a wife .ind good man might not have 
ha~ reafon to rejoice on the borders of eternity: for all are 
calculated to promote a reverence for God, and lqve to him~ 
to convince men of their fin and mifory by their apoll:acy; to 
point out the only method of their rec0very, by faith in 'the 
right.:oufncfs and grace of the blclfed Redeemer, and a' fincere' 
dcvotcdncfs of foul to God tluough him; to awaken carelefs 
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finr.ers, to re-anim:ate !lumbering chrifiians, to encourage th<' . 
weak and timorous; and in a word, fo far as was poffible, i~ 
evrry di(courfe, to give to every O11e his portion of meat in 
d uc: foafon: nothing of that folemn pomp of profoµnd reafon':' 
inz, with which the dullell: and emptielt difcourfes oftt:n 
13b~1uJ1d; n0nc: of thofe aflicl:ed and puerile,ornaments, which 
ma;ce preaching the pl::iy Qf the imagination, and t4rn the church 
into a theatre: nothing arroga11t, nothing petulant1 nothin~ 
cenforious; nothing intended to kindle the unhallowed flames 
of p:irty zeal, and lead men either to judge1 or defpife their 
bre,hren: but all ferious, fpiritual, and cardid; !lnd, on th~ 
whole, fuch as became a preacher; who conlidered that his 
fcr;nons were written in the book. of God's remembrance, 
and that he n;ufl: fuortly render a11 account t:o him, in whofe 
name and prefence he had the honour to (peak, • • -

As he was well convinced that religious vifits made a canfi­
per:ab]e part of the care of fouls, he did not im~gine, that his 
being only an afliflant-preacher cmild ~~cufe him from it. He 
was willing to afiifl: his honoured pafior in this, as well as 
public work: and as the congregation was fo numerou$, that 
he perceived he fuould be a long time going through it, he 
had his appointed times for vifiting f«:>me of the poorer fami: 
lies, in which they ufed to ca)J in their neighbcmrs to lhare the 
Jiappy opportunity; and as pious inflrucl:ion was the great end 
of the[e vifirs, they feldom or never soncluded without 
prayer: a labour of love,<' in which he was greatly animated 
PY the writings and example of the great and ex!;ellent Mr. 
J ofeph Allen, his predecdfor; to wliofe Alarm to the uncon~ 
verted, our author by the way ac~nowledgc~, he was under 
God indebted for the firft faving- impreffions that were made 
pn his mind. 
• ln the mean time, his care of thofe with whom he was, did 
pot lead him to forget his abfent frjends, efpe~ially the dea~ 
family at Wrentham; and ihat of his tutor. To the latter he 
wrote feveral letters, expreffing the moft lively and aff'ec~ 
tionate acknowledgmefit of the care· whjch had been taken o( 
him, though to be fure no more than the duty of fu~h an 
~mportant tru11 had requiml. To his friends ai hom~ he al• 
ways exprelfed his ki_ndeft rf;)gard, in a variety of infrances 
which I muft not here enumerate:' nor muft l even infert that 
jmportant letter whit:h h~ }\'rote to one of his brethr~n, whq 
was removed by death thf! winttir after he ca!'l'le to Taunton, 
J muft content myfclf with fayi11g, that he lhewed not only 
~ pious care, but an admirable 1kill and dexterity in the man• 
per of that adqrefs ~ omitting no~hirig that might, tend• on the 
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t>ne hand, to awaken his mind, and to fccurehlm from all pre. 
fumptuouii and mifiaken hopes; and on the other, to en­
courage him to lay hold on the grace of the gofpel, in a maQ­
ner that might be elfcclual to his eternal falvation, 'Ti• 
merely from the fear of extending thefe memoirs too far 
beyond their proper bounds, which I fear they have already 
tranfgrelfod, that I refrain from infertirig this letter at large. 
But l muil: with great pleafure add, that his pious care was fo 
fuccefsful, that his' brother died .in fuch a truly chrifiian 
manner, as to leave in the mind of his furviving relatives a 
mofl: chearful hope, that God had ihewn him the patb 
of life. 

He carried on a very . afFcll:ionate correfpondence with 
feveral of his fellow fiudents; in which he exprefled the 
Jincerdl: ralelire to maintain upon their minds a lively fenfe of 
religion, and an all:ive zeal in the fervice of God. And in 
fuch offices of piety and friendL11i p of va1 ious kinds, he con­
tinued till the clofe of his life. 

I remember, about ~he beginning of May, 1740, he wrote 
me the la!l: letter I ever received from him, indeed not quite a 
month before he died ; in which he exprelfed himfelf to the 
following purpofe: " The fmall-pox prevail much in Taun­
ton, and carry off" confiderable numbers, l\ly friends ex­
prefs a very tender obliging folicitude on my account; and I 
endeavour to take all prudtnt precautions to avoid danger. 
But I blefs God I find my fpirits intirely calm, and compofrd, 
as to the event: I chearfully commit myfelf to the all-wife 
and gracious difpofal of my heavenly .Fa1her; and hope I have 
no uncertainty before me, but whether I ihall be fervini 
Chri!l: in this. world, qr in a better." 

Thus prepared. that illnefi, found him, which ended in his 
death. On the fidl fymptoms of it, he compofed a very 
ferious difcourfe (on thofe words in Ifaiah, xliv. 20. " He 
feedeth on alhes; a deceived heart hath turned him afide, that 
he'ca,nnot deliver his foul, nor fay, Is there not a lie in my 
,:ight-hand ?") concerning the dt<!eits which finners pratlice 
on the_rnfelves, and thofe lies which they carry in their right­
hands, to fupport a foolith and dangerous hope. This was 
the la.ft fermon he ever preached; and h;,id he finilhed the 
whole of hjs plan, the reader would not have failed of the 
pleafure of pe'r,!fling it. In the mean time I heartily pray, an 
impreffion of its important dc:fign may remain on the hearts of 
all that heard it1 and of all for whofe benefit it waa; 
deligned~ • ·' • ' • 
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• \Vh•n he fc,1 ill, it evidently appeared, how much he was 
ya]~ed b? pcrC,ns of all denominations, in that c:,ntinued 
folicitud;; which all that knew him exprefled for his recovery; 
as well as afterwards, in the univerfal' lamentation •Jccafioned 
by his death. He himfelt; though the fymptoms foon ap- • 
peared dangerous, maintained the fame compofure of mind, 
that he had exprefied in the· more di Hant pfofpetl:, through all 
the ftages of his difternper-; in which the exercife of his 
re-afon was continued, though he did not die till the '22d day 1 

after he was feized. He gave very particular diretl:ions for 
the difpofal of his affairs a·tortnight before-his death; and was-· 
frequently, throughout the whole time of his illnefs, employed 
in earneft prayer as he lay in hi? bed, • even beyond the 
ilrength of his nature: and as he was accuftomed to ufe his 
veice, he w2s heard (by one of the family from whom I, had 
this account) co exprefs himfclf thus: " Oh, Lord, preferve 
me in the ufe of my rational powers and faculties, that l may 
not only pe;-form thofe things which are necelfa.ry to the 
health of my body, but may alfo be capable of converfing 
with thee, and of firetching my thoughts towards the heavenly 
world;" and then, after a folemn pal!fe, added, " where, 
perhaps I may quickly be! I had rather, if it might be for 
thy glory, continue longer in thi_s world-_for the good of thy 
church ; but if thou haft determmed1 'this ficknefs ihall end 
in death, thy will be done!" or words to_that effect: 

Some phyfician, it feems, had unhappily told him, while he 
was very young, that if ever he had the fmall-pox, he would 
die. On the other hand, his friends ·did all they could to 
keep up his fpi-rits, by expreffing their hope of his recovery: 
he acknowledged their affection in it, and•interpreted- it as an 
inll:ance of their refpeEt; but intimated his own apprehen­
ftons as to the iffue, that it would be as "it proved. He, on 
his part, expreffed his tender regard for them, "by pouring out . 
earnefi prayers to God, on tneir account, ~s weB as on his 
ow11; intermingling his prayers with his praifes. And when 
he was defired not to fpend himfelf fo much, he anfwel,fd, 
" As long as I have a tong\1e, I will ufe it for my Redeeifer's. 
praifo and fervice." . . _ 1 

Thefe are the mofi remarkable cirtumfiances of his illnefs, 
which have been tranfmitted to me from a pious friend, in 
whofe houfe he lived. He c.ilmly refigned up his foul to God, 
on Wednefday, June 4-, I 740, having lately entered on the 25th 
yeir of his age. Not only the mourning habits, but the tears 
of vafi numbers in that numerous congregation, in which his 
iot was cait, • tefrified their forrow for his death ; and w_e in 
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thefc p;irts) as well as his friends in Su/Folk, h,,d a 1hare, a 
large fhare in it. I ,am fure, no wife and pious readt:r will 
rie_.d to be, told at large, that not only Taunton, but the wiac 
neighbourhood around, had a lofs in the removal cf a per:on 
of fuch a character and abilities, and that it was a firvi..e long 
and deeply to be lamented. 

I cannot condude without acknowledging th~ Divine 
~ood_ne{s to -~Y friends amongH whom he laboured, n_ot· o~ly 
in {hll fparing their valuable pafror, but likewife in fending 
them from the . fame place another worthy and excellent 
affifl:~nt, the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Fawcett, if I am capable of 
judging, not on the whole inft:rior to Mr. Steffe. I 1hould 
have elteemed his riear neighbourhoud an important bleffing 
to thefe parts, and to me: but a fenfe of the importance of 
the interefi at_ Taunton, and_ a compaffion to my afflicted 
fr.iends under that grievous lofs they had fufl:ain~d, inclined 
me to concur with all their meafures for fixing him among 
them. May God multiply the years -of his ufefulnefs there, 
,md make him an infl:rument of everlaHing good to rnwcitudts 
that are yet unborn! - • 

BlSHOP ,i\uRNE't's LIV.Es AND suJF,ERlN;;s OF 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 

THE LIVES OF.FOUR MARTYRS B!JRNT'AT CANTEREUitT. 

THE nam~s of them are as folldweth: George Catmer, ~f 
H yth ; Robert Streater, of H yth; Anthony Burwood, ot 
Caiet; "George Brcidbridge; of Bromfield. • 

Thefe four p~rfons were,·on the third of Augull-, 1555, 
brought bdore Dr, Thornton, bilhop of Dover; and others, 
and there 'jointly and feverally examined on divc-rs articles 
touching tilt facr.iment of the altar, ·auricular confeilion, and 
other things .. 

To which Georrre Catmer, being fidl: examined, made 
anfwer on this wif;: Chrilt (fays he) fits in Heaven at the 
rioht ha11<l of God the Father, and therefore I do not bdievc 
hi~n to oc in the facrame11t of d;e altar, but he is in th'! 
worthy receiver fpirituall y: a1:d the f~.:r;,imtnt, as ye ule it, is 
,n abominable idi.>l, 

Then 
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Then Robert Streater was ex::imined, who being alkcd• 
Whether he did believe the; real prefence of Chrift in -the 
Cacrament of the,altar? Said, That he did not fo believe; 
for ye do maintain herefy and idolatry; in that ye teach to 
worlhip a falfe god in the facrament, inclofed in a box. )t's 
yau that are that malignant church, for in your church there 
are twenty things ufed again 0: the law of God; 

The like article was objec\ed againll: Anthony Burward;: 
who faid that their facrament was an idol. 

Then George Brodbridge was examined wh_at he had 
to fay to the faid articles? He anfwered~ That he would not 
be confefTed to a prieft, becaufe he could not forgive his own 
fins: and he further faid, that in the facrament of the altar; 
there is not the real body of our Saviour Chrill:, but bread 
given in remembrance of him. Moreover (faid he) as for 
your holy bread and holy water, and the mafs, l do utterly 
defy them. _ , 

And fo 'they were all four condemned as hereticks; and 
being brought to the place of execution, they were chained to 
two ftakes, and were burned together in one fire in Canter­
'bury, September the 6th, 1555. 

1t is likewife recorded, that Thomas Hayward anll John 
Gordway were burned in the city of Litchfield upon th_e 
fame account, in the middle of September, 1555, but 
their particular examinations and confeffion~ came not tQI 

hand. 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

ESSAY ON CHRlSTJAN PERFECTION. 

-----
Y'a the Editor of the Gtneral Bapt(/1 Magazi11e. 

DEAR SIR, 

At page 119, vol. iii. of your Magazine, it is defired by your 
good correfpondent A. D. that I would fay a little on per.-_ 
fe8ion, efpecially as it is mentioned in the Holy Scrip•• 
tures, and applied to believers in Jefus. Your querifi lay11 
down this difiincl: and plain mode of handling the fubjecl, 
viz. What is meant by perfection ?-When are believers 
perfecl: ?-And, if perfecl, in this life, do they, in that. 
ftate, always feel their minds alive to God, and their cvi:. 
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tlente for eternal glory bright ?-This plan 1 will endeavour:' 
to keep before me, and to follow, after a few words of preface. 
If the ever bleffed God lhall gracioufi y ef\able me to do it, 
fo ~s that you will not be ailiamed of it in your ufeful Puh ... 
liciltion, you may i;ubliih it as foon as you have room. 

- Very affecl:ionately yo11r's, 

]. T. 

YOU, Sir, know very well, that we often think things are 
not done and underfl:ood fo well as might be \\iihed, when we 
are not able to dci them better ourfelves, nor to.teach thein 
better to others. How Jar this is _right _or wrong in us, ·1 
JF.all not now ·det-ermine: but this; very poffibly, m~y be 
the cafe with the· prefent fubjeff, and the writer. I am per­
foadtd that the word peifetlion is often ufed, by profeffors of 
religion, in· a' very • indeterminate and ambiguous manner; 
and, fometimes, the fenfe fixed to it, is a wrong 01u; but it is 
uot fo certain,. that it will appear more plain, in thefe pages 
than it commonty does~ 1f, howevc;:r, any of our foHolv 
chrifl:ians • lhall · gain an;' infl:rutl:ion, may God have more 
glory by it, ano then I fhall· be rewarded and fatisfied. 

The great importance of our fubject mull:, on all hands, be 
aHowe,1, from the conftderation of thefe remarks. 1. vVhat- ~ 
ever this perfocl:iorr be, believers are often exhorted and e11-
cour-a1:,ed to attain to it,· as, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Heb. vi. 1. 

2. The apofi..les earneHly wif11ed and prayed that their fellow 
chrill-ians might be perfect, Col. iv. 12. 'I_ Pet. v. 10. 2 Cor. 
xiii. 9. 3 . .For the perfecting of the faints; among other 
things? the bl'e!!ecl God has raifed up; quilified, and commif-

, fioned, prophets, apofl:lcs, and chrifl:ian mini!lers, from :age to 
nge, ta make known his wiil, by writing and p_reaching his 
huJy word ; and it is able to make the man oj God pn/efl, 
Eph. iv. I 3. 2 Tim. iii. I 7. 4. The further that chriib,rns 
advance in perfection, they are more honourable, and more 

. ufeful, a.s they are ql!lalified for ufefulnel~, and devoted to it un 
earth ; and they will be more honourable, and, probably, more 
uleful in the next world too. 5. Hence, it's plain, that the 
caufe of Chrill: and religion futfer great difadvantage and lei~; 
while chrifl:ians make fuch flow advanc:ements, towar<ls per­
fectim. May thefe evident r~marks be regarded by all into 
whofe hands they !hall come! And, O, may every reader of , 
them fee the neceility of going on to pufeclio11 ! Proceed we 
now to our qui;des. • 

I. ~1cfl-ion. What is meant by perfe8ion? To which I 
reply, that I labour under particular difadvantuge io that I 
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have not, that I k11ow of, ever feen one fentence on this fub­
iecl in my whole life, nor have I, that I can recollect, 01ic 

·fentence on it under my roof, except in the Bih/e. This-being 
remarked, I hope every one will be induced to excufe my' 
blunders; and every one will und1:rfrand that nothing 
great can be reafonably expect:ed. , As we are fometimes 
allowed to anfwer a quefl:ion both negatively and pofitively, I 
will take that liberty with our prefent quefliou, in feveral fol-
lowing particulars. . 

1. Negatively: 
1. Perfecbon does not any where in the Bible, when ap­

plied to man, ever mean the keeping the moral law, abfolutely 
and completely. It does not appear from the Scriptures, that 
any mere man ever did this fince Adam fell; nor does this 
feem to be ever expecled from man· in this world; no, not 
from the hejl man ; nor did any of the i;otemporarie~, or 
immediate fucceJfors of the Lord Jefus --ever pretend to this: 
but the contrary. 1 John i. 8. ii. 1, :z. Hcb. iv. 16., Luke 
xi. 4. James iii. 2. with many more. 

:.i. It never in the Scriptures, when applied to men in this 
world, means the eradication, or rooting out, of what is com­
monly called inh,·ed depravity. This never will, and, fo ·rar 
as we can fee, it is impoffible that it ever can be rooted out in 
this world. But the perfecl:ion, of which we are fpeaking, is 
that to which believers are exhorted and encouraged to attain 
in this world. Not to fay how ftrange it would be to fpeak 
of any ·cr,ature having any thing to do with the rooting out of 
inbred corruption. Whenever that lhall be done, or how• 
e\·er it thall be done, it mull: be the work of the Omnipotent 
Creator only. Nor are the Saints of God, ever addrelfed at 
all, by way of exhortation or direclion to do ar. y thing, in 
whole or in part, towards the eradicati~g of inbred corrup­
tion; but they are exhorted to be perfell:; confequently, thefe 
are two very difiincl: things. . 

3. Perfe8ion, when fpoken of as the fiate of believers, or 
to which they are exhort.:d to attain in this world, never means 
a fiate free from what is op polite to that in which they are 
faid 10 be perftcl:. This will be the cafe in the fepar.a.te, and 
in the tmbodied fiate of the faints, in the next world. Hence 
fays our apofl:le, I C.:or. xiii. c;-13. Our knowledge and 
gifts, and labours .are but par,ial; " but when that which is 
pe1ect is come, then·· that which is in part fhall be done 
aw;,y." If a believer arrive at an honourable pitch of holi­
nlfs, knowlecge, tr:mperance, charity, brotherly kindnefs; 
or even faith and h~pe, ibll he frels, and often 1hows foffle-
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thing of a very very different nature: at bell all are pnrtial; 
and, according to Paul, this will be the ca(e, till we arrive at 
Heaven. Then and there the fpirits of juil: men will be 
pufut, and feel nothing contrary to that in which confifh 
their perfecl:ion. Heb. xii. 23. • 

4. Perfecl:ion, when applied to men, does not mean a fl:ate 
in which they ·can make no fluther advance, even in that in 
which they are (aid to be perfect. This docs not apply to 
faints, fo far as we can judge, even in Htavtn, either in their 
feparate or embodied ftate. It is, however, certain, that it 
does not ·apply to them at any period, in any fi:ate in this 
world : becaufe it is the duty of every believer, even of Paul 
himfelf, at foc:ty years old, probably, to go on to perft:clion, 
2 Cor. vii. I.° Heb. vi. I. Let us goon, and 

H. Pofitively. Vie endeavour to fay what perfetlion does 
mean. It fc:ems to have many aeceptations in the Scripture: 
fo that the perfoAs, and the Hate of the' perfons and things to 
which it is applied, mull often determine the: fenfe of it, and 
it's extent mull gimcrally be thus determined. 

Our etymologills fay it means complete, entire, accom­
plilhed, excellent, limple, pJain, upright, honefl, lincere. 
A perf0n, who has time and a good capacity, might illLillrare 
according to the fenfe of every word, unlefa fome of the 
words be nearly fynon_imous. Some of the following remarks 
willdoa Jide at this, and the.reader may enlarge forhimfelf. 

1. Perfed:ion is fometim_es applied to the infinite, unchange­
able J ch:.nrah : and then it has it's moll: full, large and perfect 
meaning. It is perfetl:ion then, to which nothing can be 
added, above which nothing can arife. For example, it is f.tiJ, 
Deut. xxxii. 4. "His work is perfect" ~ Pfal. xvi ii. 30. 
" The way of the Lord is perfecl:." In Job xxx vi. 4. xxxvii. 
1 6. it is fajJ, 1' He is perfetl: in knowledge." Again, Pfa. xix. 7. 
"The law of the Lord is perfect. And Rom. xii. 2, 

" We have the perfecl: will of God.'' Thefe remarks apply 
to the power, p 0ovidence, wifdom, word and mind of the 
blclfed God. If there were -no oth!;.:r Scripture which ex­
plainP.d thefc, we lhould naturally conclude, that perfect here 
has it's moll: full fignificauon. But other pa{fages affift us. 
They fay his wifdom is infinite; he can . do every thing: 
nothing is too hard for him; with Gotl all things are poffiblt:; 
he fills Heaven and earth; his kingdom ruleth over all; with 
many more, which mak.e it indifputable that God is, in all 
his attributes, abfolutely perfecl-. He docs 1'1.0t attain wifdom 
by experience, obfervation and time, as his creatures ~o; but 
is eternally, perpetually, and without intermiffion, ·polfdkd 
of every poffi\tle de~ree of it. All that he does is j4fl: what it 
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jhould be; and ~is law and his word, are fo complete, tb:it 
nothing can be added. " Bleffcd is the man that trufieth in 
J1im !" _"Happy is that people, whofc Gcd is· thif J,., 
f,ovah !" , • 

2. Jlfen, efpecially good men, believers in Jefus Chrifi, are 
f;Jokcn of as perfect in l".::veral refpeB.s, as perfecl before God. 
Gen. vi. 9· Deut, xviii. 13. Perfect here feen;s to meat1 
/mare; fuch ;:s the h::art~(carching .Goci tan _yiew with ap-

• probation and pleafu1 e. This perfection is the lincerity of 
God, as 2 Cor. i. ~2. Of perfect heart, l Chron. xxviii. 9. 
Pfa. ci. 2. 6. Perfect here evj'dt::ntly _means limple, trndivicled ~ 
,rnd is oppofed to a douhie heart, or an heart aud ?-n ~eart, 
Perfect in their way, Pfa. xv iii. 32., Perfect here/ nieans 
upright arid regular; and perfect may mean that' they ~re fo i(l 
all their converfatioi-1,and beha.viour; unlefs David be her-e 
celebrating the mercy of God to him, in making his __ hard, 
dark circumfumceseafy ar.d light. Agam, we read, Jam. ii. 
22. Of perfect faith; that is real, fhihing, ex.ceilent faith ! 
Forwh;;:n Abraham offered lfaac his fon upon th,: altar, his 
faith was made manifefi:, as to the. reality 'of it; and; as to it's 
qu2lity .and degree, it appeared excellent and grand. Once 
more, we read of perfect love, I Joh. iv. 17, 18: it feems to 
mean a large degree of loye, which has the dominion over 
-flavifh fear, and expels it, or cafts it out. Love, ~xcellent in 
it's quality, degree,. operations and effects., Again, Job i. 8. 
ii. 3. the Almighty fays, Job is a perfect and upright man; 
which feems to be explained by fe\lring God~ and efchewing 
evil. -A man devoted to God, and tumei:l from his fin.. Once 
again, believers are encouraged to expect_ to enjoy perfect 
peace, and are affured of it, if their minds be flayed on God, 
Ha. xxvi. 3. Perfect here evidently means jltady, folid, in 
proportion to the fleadirrcfs of their faith; Once more, Jcfus 
exhorts his difciples, Mat., v. 48. to be perfect as their Father 
in Heaven is p~rfect; here perfect fcems to mean univerfal 
and uniform, as the context explains it. _ - • 

3. Perfection, mo!l-.properly, means the bei,;g arrived, or 
ha\ ing advanced to a conliderable pitch, in that to which the 
word 'is appliec.l. T-his is the meaning of it, oftrn in the, !aft 
particular. This is it's meaning often in the New Teftament, 
when applied generally, and particularly to b'elievers ·iri 
Chrifi. So I Cor. ii. 6. "Howbeit we·fptak wifdom among, 
them that are prrfecl." Is it-not evident, both from the texc 
and context, that the apofile means thus, " When we preached 
to you at Corinth, we fpoke the fimple, plain truths of the 
iofpel, and we fpake t))cfc in ,the very plainefi manner; but 
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wl,en- we are [peaking or writing to trnfe chrifiians who are 
arn ved to a cordiclerab le degree of knowledge. and experience, 
we then [peak of the fublime, deep, and IT?Yfl:crio11s things of 
God, of Chrill, of rt:! igion, and of the joys of Heaven !" See 
verfe 7-13. The rc,,<lcr will examine for himfclf, becaufe 
I have not room, Eph. iv. 13. "A perfert man, unto the mea­
fure of the fiatue of the fulnefs of Chri!L" And Phil,. iii. 
12-15. a1_1d v~rhaps Gal. iii. 5. with others. In Col. i. 28. 
iv. 12. perfect feems to mean a large degree of divine know­
ledge, and a life of regular holinefs, confiitent with it; which 
is very different frolll tbe {bte of ti.ofo chri(fons who always 
remain in their infancy in religion, in regard_ to both know­
ledge and converfation. ·Paul, very 1Jrope·r1 y, oppofes the 
flare of thofa chrifl:ians to that of children totted to and fro 
with every wind of doctrine, Eph: iv. 13, 14. by which he 
fufficicnt!y exp~ains pe,fec/;011. If~ it thould be objected here! 
"But Paul feerns to fuppofe that fume chrifiia11s at Phillippt 
were morn perfect than he pretended- to be; can we then 
fuppofe that Paul ·had not made as large advancement in 
knowledge, ho!inefs, and religion in general, as thoje chrii1ians 
had?" 1 anfwer, the chrifl:iaqs at Phillippi were very erni­
ner.t; but we ihall not be forward' to grant that they were 
more fo thao Paul was. Moll probably this is one inll:ance, 
among many more, of Paul's very great modell-y. • 1 t's true he 
does imt pretend directly to perfection, but rather the contrary, 
verfe 12th. yet he foins himfelf in the plural relative, verfe 
I 1th. I rhink:-"the definition of perfection, given abpve, will 
hold good, if applied to Heh. vi. I. "Go on to perfection," 
and to ;2 Cor. vii. 1. " Perfecting holinefs in the feu of God.•• 
We mention but one text more on this head, that is Tam. iii. 1.. 

" It any olfend not in word, the' fame is a pe,feci man, and 
i,b]e alfo to brid-le the whole body." • This text defcribes 
a regular government of.th; temper and the tongue. It would 
be well if it were more regarded by the paiiionate, talkative~, 
proud, boafl:ers, tatlers, bufy-b£)dies, backbiters, tal.::-bearer,, 
whifperers, lbnderers, 'and _fuch li·ke; many ·of whom 2re the 
bane and fcandal of religion, and the befi af whom are but in a 
very imperfect, low, mean fiate, as profrffors of chriftianity. 
This perfect-man is one who has gotten the dominion in a!t 
honourable degree over his temper, paffio:16 and tono-ue; ::11,d 
this is another eafy definition of perfection. _ 

0 
, 

.Second quefl:ion. When are believers perfect? If perfec­
·tiun mean as fl:ated and defined above, fomething may be faid 
to this que/1:ion·: but if it be fomcwhat elfe, / do not know 
~hat it' is, and therefore it's impoffible for mf to anfwer it. 
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According to the abo\'e explanation, taking it for granted to 
be a jutl one, we proceed. 

This pet icllion, and attaining to it cannot h€ fixed at any 
period of the life or 01,e of the believer. This, l hope, will 
not he expected; nor will any I hope pretend to it. We 
cannot fay that every believer is perfect, at fifty years old, or 
at the thirtieth year of his profefiion of faith. The plain 
truth feems to be this: f0me chriftians arrive it a flate of 
perfection foon i fome very J .. te : but there are many who 
JJtfltr arrive at it in this world. Recollect what perfection 
is, and what it means. Compare this fiate of perfctlion with 
the weak knowledge, t1nce~tain experience, the cold love. 
the dull hope, the little faith~ and t'he lame pracl:ice of very' 
many; obferve, alfo, that this is the fiate and characl:er of 
very many t~ the end of th,ir liver· this will demonfirate 
that there are very many, who never arrive at perfection in 
t:his world. There are many, and, we hope, many red be­
lievers, who make very little improvement: then, are many 
who die very you ;g; there are many who die very foon, 
after they commence believers in Jefus, and, fo far as we 
lrnc:,w, they have m:ade fcarccly any adv'.1ncement in any thing, 
which even leads towards a {hte of perfechon. They have 
believed in Jefus Chrift, but __ this is almofi: all that can be 
faid of them. Some die, in a few weeks, fome in a few days, 
fome in a few hours after they are enabled to trufi in Chri(l-. 
That this is a true fl-atement of plain facts, will not, I 
fuppofe., be doubted. Thofe mini!lers of the goCpel, who 
are pajlors of churches; who have the care,of fouls intrufied 
ill their hands, and who take much pains in examining the 
moral and fpiritual fl:a,es of their friends, know that there are 
many, even of them who are baptized, joined in church-ftl­
lowfhip, and enjoy all external, gofpcJ. privilegt:s, who make 
very little improvement, even at the end of many year~: 
there is but little more knowledge, faith, love, hope, patience, 
ftrength, and zeal for God. Thefe fame minifiers know 
that this may be applied to many, even to the end of life! 
"For, when for the time they ought to be teachers, they have 
need that one teach them again, which be the firft principles 
of the oracles of God . and are btcome fucb as have need of 
milk and not of {l:rong meat." He:!:!. v. 12. Will any one 
fay that,fuch as theft, are not believers? Are not truly con­
verted? We hope fome of them are: we believe many of 
them are. Will any one fay," But we know not what God 
may do in them and for them at the hour of death, or at the 
mon;cnt of death?" True: we do not know; conf(.;quently 
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we cannot (peak of that. Befides, our bulinefs, now, is not 
with what God· may do, but about their gaing on, and att11ining 
t,, perfellion. H:::b. vi. 1.-Phil. iii. 12. But perhaps 
another is ready to fay," Surely every one mull: be made 
perfeB: in this world, dfo how· can he go to heaven when he 
dies?" Why not? Does he @ecome an -heir of heaven by 
arriving at perfection ?. Are_ not all believer:. made~ and do 
they n'ot all become the children of God by faith in C.:hrill: 
Jefus? John i. 12.-Gal. iii. 26. Are perfection and faith iA 
Chrift the felf fame thing! Surely not. Are not all the 
children of (}.rci heirs' of God, and joint heirs with Chrift? 
Rom. viii. 16, 17. Is arriving at perfection the conditi,n of 
their abiding in the Di vine favour, or of their arriving at 
heaven'? Nothing of the kind. "Believe on the Lord Jefos 
Cl1rifl: and thou £halt be faved." This fettles the point, aP.d 
'all the world cannot move or alter it at all. Do we, fathers, 
take this firange metho~ with our children? If we have feve­
nl children who do not thrive and grow, as plump and as 
fl:rong, as acl:ive and ufeful in the family and in the world as 
the rell: of our children do, do we exclude thcfe from the 
privileges of the family, and when we die, difown them, and 
abandon them for ever? We know we do not. No more 
does the bleffed God act thus with his weak,,imperfea children. 
If any man pre~ch or teach 6at he does, let that man prove i~ 
from plain fcripture. I fay plain fciipture, beca1.1fe we can 
never imagine that a Gad of 1ove, would leave fuch a point 
as this i11, a rio11btful flare. 

lt is plain, from the New Teflament, that it is the duty, 
liappinefs, honour, and advantage, of every believer ta go on 
to perfecl:ion : that _they now are, and will for ever be lofers, 
if they don't make imprnvement of their opportunities and 
auilities to glorify God-: and this is imponant enough to 
in<foce them to !hive at it; but, if fcripture arguments are 
not (uflicient, let the fcripture, or it's Author, be account­
.ible, a11d "let not us add to hi~ words, left he reprove us, 
a:.<l we be found liars." Prov. xxx. 6.-Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

\Ve £hall conclude the remarks on this queftion; and anfwer 
it, directly, thus. When the believer is regularly living by 
faith, entirely trufling in Jefus as his complete Saviour, and 
his mind ltayed oa him: when he has a large knowledge 
of the glorious, fundamental truths of 'the gofpel, and this 
ki1owle<lgc in an honourabl:c: degree free from error: when he 
has a clear, and conliderabl y full knowledge of the w.1y of 
falvation by Chril1, as it is revealed in the gofpel: wht:n he 
makes the word of Gad his fol.: and only rule in all thin;s 
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'\\•hicl, that word teaches, in faith, experience, :rnd pracl:icf', 
and yieJds to n0 Cugge{tion to the co11trnry, from whatfocver 
qu,irter it may come: when he enj<,ys, ancl proves th;1t he en­
joys reigniug love to God, in a foperLHive d:g1ee; a~d to 
{he caufe, w.,ys, and people of God; When, by grace rcignirrg 
in him, he gains dominion, regularly, over his carnal, earthly1 
and ienfual defiies, vain thoughts, and earthly-mindeonefs, and 
has his converfation in heaven, and his alfections regular] y 
fet on things above: when he is enabled to be .content with 
the wiH of God in all dilheffing circumfiances, • cafiing all 
his care on God, and fubmitting all his- alfai1'I to the Divine 
management, without murmµring; wh~n he is patient in 
affii8ions, and meek, and long-fuffering i11 provok,ing cafes, 
ready and forward to forgive injuries, when the offender willies 
for pardon, and not rendering evil for evil to his worfi ene~ 
mies, even while they are his enemies;. but always indulg..­
ing a difpofition to pray for them that hate him:· when he, is 
regular, uniform, impartial and univerfal in all moral,duties, 
to God and man:t- in all the· duties of religion according to 
the appointment of Jefus Chrifr, in all th~ duties of civq 
life, to all his fuperiors, equals and inferiors, in all his con~ 
11ech-0ns and relations,, in all, perfonal fo~riety, righteoufnefs 
and godlinefs: when doing jufily, loving mercy, ahd walking 
humbly with God, are his regular and delightful employ­
ments, whether he be rich or poor, mafier. or fervant, or; 
whatever be his bufmefs and circum{hnces in life: when he 
is regularly e:nployed in fiudying to be quiet, in firiving to 
live peace ah] y with all men, a~ much as lieth in him, and to 
give none offence to the Jew, nor to the Gentile, nor to the 
church of God: when he is regularly .devofrd. te Go<!, by 
prayer from day to day, and aims and ihiv~s, th_at, whether he 
eat or drink, or whatever he do,· he m,ay glorify God in all. 
When this is the frate and character of a believer, I am dif. 
pofe<l to think he is arrived at a confiderable degree of 

Jcripture-perfecti,o?J .; yet, as the holy writers have not anfwered 
this quefiion, it certain! y behoves us to fpeak modefil y when 
we attempt to anfwer it. ' We mufi_now haHe to . 

Third que!ffon. • "And, if perfell: in this life, ,do 1hey in 
that fiate,· always feel their minds alive to God, and their 
evidence bright for eternal glory?" On which a few words 
only, for want of more room, 

I underfiand there is fomething talked of among forne 
proftifor~ of chrill:ianity, which they c2ll perfectio;i, th:If, it 
is pretended, fome do arrive at it; that then, their mind~ 
.. .-.: •• ·n.it this quefiion means, in the affirmz.tive; but as I 
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do not know what they mem by pcrfeB:ion, I fhall not ani. 
madvert on either it or them. The Lord blefs them, is all 
I have now to fay .of them. I will endeavour to ma~e a re­
mark or two un the quefiion, which may, I hope, under the 
Divine bleffing-, be of ,fome ufe to fome of the readers of it. 

I, The perfetlion, above explained and defined may, by 
the grace of God, be attained in thir iifi: if the believer be 
!pared for a conliderable time in the world, after he com­
mences a bel.iever; if his capacity and inteJleB:ual powers are 
good; if his underftanding be clear, and his judgmenr found 
and fol id, and if he have a tender confcience; ,f he have a con­
fiderable degr_ee of opportuniry of being acquainted with the 
fcripture, and of e"joying much of the compa11y, converfation, 
advice and direclion, of wife, holy, and pious chriil:ians; if 
he habituate himfelf co regular examination~ watchfulnefs and 
prayer, then he may arrive at this perfeB:ion, in a confide:­
able degrect. And it may be attained, and I believe, ofrc:n has 
b~en, by Come who !-;ave died young. 

2. If this perfection be attained in a confi<lerable degree, it 
is natural to fay that it wilf have much influence on the ex­
perience and <late of the mind of the believer, the honourable 
fubjeEl: of it. As he has by grace gained the a[cendancy fo 
much over the carnal mind, he will be honourably prelervc:d 
from the lhamefLil and painful conf-~qu~nccs of fin, da'rknels, 
guilt and condernnat1on, which thole chriitians often expe­
rience, to their farrow and lhame, who are often overtaken 
by fin. As he walks regularly with God, and has eternity 
and eternal things before him, he will enjoy much happine(s 
from the teltimony of his co;1fcience, and much peace of 
God. As he lives fo regularly by faith, he will naturally be 
!trong, and will be kept fro,n wearinefs and faintnefs- of mind~ 
Ash:: regud:; the bldfcd God info confc~entious and r.Jigi0us 
a ma1111er, the bl::ITed God will dwell with him, and take up 
his abude with him. As he does not grieve th::: fpirit of God, 
he will abide with him. A:icJ, as his evid::ncc of his interdl: 
in Chrii1, cannot but be more cL::a,, fo will his protiie::l: of 
heaven, gcncr.1lly, ratio.1ally, be more bright t.10. The ho'y 
writers, efpeci,diy ?eter and John, leave it undi(put<1ble, Bue 
t'1e re:1c.ler will enlarge 0.1 this particubr in his ow11 coru­
fortable meditation on the important L1bject. 

3. But there does not appear any gr;;;at pr lpriety in faring 
that this perfecl: man's evidence is always bright, much Lis 
p10,ic:r W,JU!d it be, to fay his tV;G,~nce is always eq:111.!y 
brigl1t. The fame may be (;1id of his !ivi:1g ahvays ne.1- 10 
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God, &c. This world is not the place for u11cha,.,geahleneft~ 
:ind perpetuity. I 11 hu1ven, the poet (;iys, there is 

"No midnight {bade, nor clouded fun, 
But facred, high, eternal noon." 

But (urely, no inhabitant of this world, will fay the fame of 
it! The child of God, at the bdl fiate in which he c<1_n be 
in this world, is fiill furrounded with dangers, enemies ::trid 

dit1:refs. He carries about with him his worfl: enemy, the body 
ef death. He is ~ill _amidft _the wh?le _ world t!-flt lietll in 
wickednefs. He 1s flrll w1thm the czrcurt of your adverfary, 
the Devil, who gocth about as a ma ring lion, freking whom 
he may devour: and this fallen fpirit is ttill polfefl: of much 
malice and power; he has much influence, and many agents 
in this world. The chri{Ean is !tilL compofed of body and· 
foul: his body is ex:,ided to dangers, pain.and fi,knefs; it is 
of the earth earthly, and is expo(ed to death. Is it poffible, 
in thefe circumftances, for the chrifiian to be always the faml 
in his mind? Has not this body, and have not t~efe cir­
cumfrances much i11fluence over his intelleaual powers,-over 
liis foul ? Will not this inB.uence, fometimes, darken· and, 
deaden his mind 1 Yet, it feerns evident, from many palfages 
of the New Teflamcnt, that there may be a fettled, regular 
knowledge of our interefl- in Chrifl-,,and this was the cafo with 
many of the primitive chriftians, and this may, and will be 
t~e cafe with chrifiians now, if they give all ,diligence to add 
to their faith, virtue ;-a11d to virtue, knowledge ;-and Jo 
knowledge, temperance ;-and to temperance, patien~e ;-and 
to patience, god!inefs ;-a~id to godlinefs, brotherly kind­
nefs ;-and co brotherly kindnefs, charity: if they give dili­
gence to make their pJI ing and elecl:ion fare. Then,. if they 
do thefe things,. their knowledge of Chrifl: {hall be large and 
fruitful; and, when they die, they £hall be admitted~ or 
rather, they Jhali ride in triumph, as a lhip, from a long and 
dangerous voyage, with full flowing tide, the fails expanded, 
and the wind in it's wings, rides in all it's ma jelly into the 
haven! _May this be the triup1phant !aft end of yourfelf, 
dear Editor, and of your goud correfpondent A. D. and· 
whil:.: we are 0,1 the 'Voyage> do . not forget, in your bdt 
pr2 yers, Your 's. 

iWay 29, 1 € ao. Amen. 
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,.-11 tfJ, Editor 11/ the General Bapti)J Magazint. 

Srn, 
I CONCElVE the utility of Sunday Schools is too well 

known to need any e11co,niu111~ from me, 
Yet in the opinion of Come ·there is yet one thing ( could 

that be obtained) which wo1,1ld greatly add to that mode of 
in{huclion ; and that is a number of very lhort LeB:ures or 
Addrefies, one of which might be rea.! to the fcholars every 
Lord's day by one of the Vifitors, which might come with 
greater weight than from the mailer, and would have innu-
1nerable moral advantages, and might make impreffions on 
the youthful mind which neither time nor age could eJLce. 

I know, Sir, lam not fit to write to rhe learned or the 
aged, yet I may fay a few words to c1-11LDREN, which, could 
they be conveyed to them through the ·r~fpectable channel of 
your Magazine, I hop~ with the Divin!! bleffing, might be 
of fome ufe. Or fhould this feeble attempt draw forth the 
bleffing of fome abler pen, it will give yet greater pleafure 
to your moil: obedient, 

Well-wiffier to th, rijing_ Generation. 

ADDRESS I. 

·DEAR children and youth, it is your prefent, your future, 
your eternal good that we have in- view in this inll:itu1ion; 
and as fuch, we hope, you will not fail on your part to pay 
that attention to our infiruclions, which is your duty, and 
without which all our labour and expence will be of 110 

avail to you. . 
But merely to teach you to read (thotgh a great benefit) is 

n~t the ultimate end we have in view; but, what is infinitdy 
more important, to make thofe early irnpreffions of religio11 
on your tender minds, _which may be the happy prelude to 
future refpeclability and eternal glQry. • • 

Th-:rtforc li:t the. confide ration of the one great and eternal 
God be early imprdfed on your hearts, even that Almighty 
God who made an<l preferve·s you, and_ every living creature 
around you; that God that made the heavens and the earth, 
who alfo turns the feafons round, and brings forth the various 
ble11inl!,s thereof for the accommod;,tion of man anci beafi-. 
That God who fees your every aclion ! and hear~ your every 
word! who knows our very hearts! and will bring our mott 
fecret thoughts into judgment, at that gre .. t and tryin"' day of 
judgment ! -Oh, ye children, (ear this God. 

0 

• 

•. 2 L 2 Think 



Thi: k of your obligation to this good God, in that evtry 
grain of food, every thread of raiment, ev.::ry Jrop uf water, 
.ind cv,: y brce :r of air is from him. Will vou not then, 

, G oh ye dear ..:h1lJrc11, learn ~o love and ft,;rve fuch ~ . od 
as this ? 

ADDRESS II, 

NO\V, ye children, ye living creatures of that great :m'1 
good Goo, mentioned to you in a former Addrefs, as- the ob­
fe.:t of your moli: alft:L'li1mate and obedient n;gard, 

\Ve further prcfs upon you the neceffity of attending to 
thofe inllrucl:ions which this Goo has given us in_ that 
bidled book the Bible: and :ts yo4 are hert, taught to read, 
your chief advant::.ge will be, iri being able to read that 
word. To read may be µfefuJ in trade.,,,...may extend your 
knowledge of IT'en and things-,-gratjfying your minds with 
.in enlarged view of the majel~y 0fG~ o, as feen in the works 
pf creation; and this in 3. way which they whr) cannot read, 
can never enjoy. • 

But the Bible rifes above eyery other book, and Rtligim lhines 
beyond every other theme.-The Bible, as the only book 
o-iven by infpiration of Goo, muft be t}:ie bdl book in th~ 
~orld :-The Bible, as being the olde!l:, and moll: ex,tenfively 
replete with matter, mufi furn,lq. the attentive reader wirtphe 
noblefi: variety of knowledge.-The Bible contains the will of 
Gr,d to man ;-the Bible is the light to our feet here, and our 
guide to glory hereafter. Let this blelfcd book be the 
delight of your heart;;, and ,the ruk qf your pves, ai1d aU 
thall be well. • 

A,DDRESS III. 

DEAR youths, yoµ know we have in our former AddrelTcs, 
reminded you of the being of God, and t~e utility of hi~ 
div1-0ely infi ired word :-In this we £hall very briefly touch 
on that Perfon, who bears the mofi: firi~ing figure in that 
blefL b >o>, next to God the Fath~r; that is, the Lord 
J e[u, C,irifi. T:1is Jefus, G~q prcmifed ( a:, t~e feed of the 
wo,r an) t.., our falle!1 parents, bcfpre he prove them out qf 
t°'ieir ear:t. iy paradife for their fin 1=ommitteq again 11: him, 
Read the .wful account in the 3d chapter of the Book of 
Ger,r•G•: • ' · 

M9fos a' 10 prophefied of him, as a g-reat Prophet an~ 
Te.cher, whom God y;oJld raife up1 Deut. xviii~ H· an~ 

c\ecl~(es~ 
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declare~, that God will call them to account who neglect to 
~ear him. See alfo Atl:s iii. '22, 23. therefore don't you 
dare, youth,, on anv acc1•unt to be inattentive to what this 
Chrifl: teach<:s. •. 

lf.iiah alfo prophefied of him as the Virgin's Son, chap. 
vii. 14. which compare with Matt. i. 21, 22, 23. A,.d as 
bearing· the iniquities of mankind, which were laid on him> 
chap. v 3-6. compared with 1 Peter ii. 24-, 25. iii. 18. 
Oh, regard fuch a Saviour, and often read the account of his 
birth, life, miracles, doctrines, death, refurrection, and 
afcenlion, as contained in the .cvangclifls, and the 1il chap. 
of the Acts c,f the Apoflles. 

Laftl v, God has appointed Jefus Chriil to be the judge of 
all manl~incJ; all mu.t appear be,ore him, and hear from his 
authoritative mouth, either a "Come ye blelfed," or a 
" Depart ye curfcd." Oh, dear youths, bdieve in, love, and 
obey this glorious Jefus Chrill:, the Saviour and Judge. 

ADDRESS IV. 
\ 

IT was hinted in our third Addrefs, that Adam and Evt", 
che parents of all mankind, finned againll: their God even in 
Paradi[c. This is a mofr dreadful falt, under the effects of 
which all ages and nations have groaned ever fince; for hy 
ihis one man's difobedience, fin, (witt1 affiictions, wars, and 
death) entered into our world, and death paffes on all n1an­
kind, in that all have finned .. See Rom. vth chapter, wiLtt 
many other parallel p.;flages. 

Now, ye young perfous. you fhquld under/land that yo11 
:i.re affected by this: not guilty of Adam's fin, but as a dean 
thing cannot come out of a11 unclean·, and as yoL1 are derc c:.aled 
from corrupt and depraved parents ; you mull: of neceffiLy be 
. depraved too; have the feeds of fin fown in your very nature, 
and a propenfity to indulge your[elves in vice; which vice 
\Viii difgrace your Ii ves in this world, and ruin your fouls in 
that which is to come. 
' But this School is defigned to teach you better; to imprefs 
your minds with better things ; to preforve you from thofe 
evils, which would necelTarily harden you in fin; and ~ ring 
you into the path~ of religion, which will infallibly conduc· 
you fafe to etcrpal ~Jory~ 
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ADDRESS V. 
THIS Inilitution, dear youths, was mentioned in our pre­

ceding Addrefs, as having a tendency to promote your pre­
fmt and everlafling happincls. What a blefling is this, oh 
youths! and the more f0, while your. ,ittcntion to our infhuc­
tions may have fo happy an influence on t11e riling gener.ition 
around you, yeai and may extend te gen<.:rations yet unbDrn. 

But there is another conliderntion, not onJy ufeful, but 
:a.bfolutely necdfary; as it is the will and appointment- of 
God, which the whole fcope of the Scriptures fuffi.ciently de­
monihates ; and that is, the worlhip of God. 

Sec then that you don't neglect the "affembling yourfelves 
together" to worfhip God in public; and that you attead, 
when you are there, to the doctrin.;s delivered as to y1Ju, and 
that JOU lay them t?" _heart; and that_ you retain the jtn­
preffions made by D1v111e truth, and live under the influ­
cm::e of them, that the whole of y~ lives may iliew that 
you "worlhip God in fpirit and in truth." Then will 
you be taught and made happy by the God and Father of 
all who believe, and obey ~he gofpel of Ch.:ifr, to whoill be 
eternal praifes. i).m_eQ. . -

ADDRESS VJ. 
AS our Ian Addrefs contained a few confiderations tending 

to enforce thepublick wodhip of Almighty God, we will here 
give you a little ;advice relative thereto. 1ft. Al_ways take 
care to be at the placeofwor!hip in due time, and behave wirh 
decency till the wodhip begins. 2d. Attend to the reading 
of the Scriptures, and join in the ti11ging with your voicts if 
you can• but if you cannot join wit,h your voices, at lealt 
join in it with your heart. 3d. In prayedl:and or kneel, as is 
the cuftom irr that place of wodhip, with your eyes 
clofed, fixed on the minifl:er, or lifted towards heave11, 
as iliall heft prevent the· wandering of the mind and 
frcure your attention. 4th. Be fur_e to retain the text in 
your mind, if pulfible, (in order to which itis well to have a 
Bible with you) and as many 3f the leading ideas of the dif­
courfe as you can: to do which, it will he necelTacy to keep 
your eyes from !1umber, your eyes-and hearts from rovin6, 
and to keep your minds compofedly devoted to the great work 
in which you are engaged, even the wor!hip of the hcart­
fearching JEHOVAH. 5th. Join in the concluding part of 
the (ervice, as in the beginning; then !lead ii y and order! y 
withdraw, taking care to fpend the remaining part of the:: day 
as become thofe who have the fear of God 'before their eyes. 

'I', 
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. 'h the Editor of tht Genna/ Baptijl Magazine. 

DEAR Sia, 

I here fend you my 5th Scrap, which contains fom~ remarks 
on Acl:s xvii. 19, 20, 21. "And they took him and 
brnught him unto Areop2gus, faying, may we know what 
this new dochine whereof thou fpeakefl-, is ?-For thou 
bringe!l: certatn Hrange things to our ears: we would 
know therefore what thefe things mean.-For all the 
Athenians-and !l:rangers which Were there fper.t their time 
in nothing dle but either to tell or to hear fome new 
thing." 

I TRUST the reader- has n~ted with grief and pity, from 
the former Scraps, the, ignorance and fiupidity of the Athe­
nians, -refpecling real religion; here we fee 'that after they 
have infulted Paul, as a mean and contemptible creature, 
they conduel him to Areopagus; whether as a criminal, or 
tp gratify their curiofity,- or for the fake of a more fair and 
convenient hearing, different perfons have. formed different 
opinions. I rather incline to the latter, from the con!idera­
tion of the place to which they took him; the pe,jons to 
whom they ·took him ; and the end for which they took: 
him. • 

1 ft The place to which they took him, the Areopagus~ 
which was a part of the city, on Mars-Hill, a part of, or 
near to it. This fpot was dedicated to Mars, the God of 
BJttle, ( whom they called Areas) as the city w.1s to Minerva, 
his f,1ppofecl Ii lter, according to the Heathc11 mythology. 

2d. The perfons before whom Paul was taken, the Are0-
p1gitcs; th:1t is, the grand Athenian Court, famous for the 
\~ilaom and _j ufiicc of its decifions, this Court con filled of, 
~t t!ifterent ti•nes, and on different occafions, from nine to 
fin hundred pe:fons, who were called Areopagites, as allem­
bling on the hill or !pot clt:dic~te<l to Arcos, or Mars; and the 
C\,urt colle.:1ivdy was ca:led Areopagus: and with this 

·Cou1t feern to rdt the dtcifions of civil, criminal, and re-
ligious cafes.-Therefore before this Court they brought 
Paul, 110 doubt that thefe fir.:ngc doclrines might be looked 
i11to ~y the b;;1l abilities of which even Athens was polTe!ii:d, 
and it was well for Dionyl"us lke ver. 34) that ever P.iul took 
thofe Jvctrincs there. 

3d. The 
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3d. The end for which they brought him to this learned 
body, viz.. to know what that 11ew dothine wa~, and not, as 
Come fuppofe, to be tried as a crimin,il I here P,rn\ had a nob!-: 
opportunity of [peaking for his God, ,111d chritl:ianity had a 
fair chance to enjoy that fcrutiny which it always folicits, 
from which it never fhrinh, and by which it mufl: always 
.rife in the eili~a:io11 of thofe who will fo examine it 

They fay, "Thou bringeft certain firange things to our 
ears; we would know therefore what thefe things mean."­
Stran&e, indeecl, to Athenians to hear of, hut o~e living and 
trnc GoJ ;-that this God made all the nations of mankind;­
and that he alone is the objecl: of worfhip. That he had fent 
bs Son, J dus Chrill, who had died and rifen again; and that 
all mankind fhall arife from the dead, and be judged by that 
Jefus, whom God has ordained to ge the judge of quick 
and dead. Here they have ignorant honelty enough to aver, 
that thefe are frrange things in their ears. 

This feemed to have made a great fiir, "for all the Athe­
nians, and firangers which were there, fpent their time in 
nothina elfe, but either to tell or hear fome new thing."-W e 
fee the":i, that the Athenians at large were aflc:tleJ by the 
preaching of Paul, ye~, and even the {hangers too, an<l that 
to a great degree; for fo taken up were they by it, that they 
f~emed to mind nothing elfe but to tell or hear fomething new 
l'efpeding thefe matters. 

011, that every one of your readers may be llruck not only 
with the wooders of religion, fo as to talk about them; but 
may alfo be periuaded, by the divine and eternal excellencies 
of it, to believe, enjoy, and walk in the truth till death, and 
at !aft hear a "Come in ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the found,.tion of the 
world." 

If you can make any thing of the above, the infertion nf 
it in your uf.:ful Magazine, w,ll oblige 

Your\·, aff'eltionately, 

SMATT;ERER, 

COR-
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

A LET'r!'R. FROM A WIDOW ON THE DEATH OF HE!'!. 
H'l:ISBAND. 

SIR, 

J AM very forry 1t has not been in my power to per. 
form my promife fooner; but being called from home the 
day after 1 faw you, and having a fuclden death in the family1 
this caufed me to be en~aged much· longer than I expected: 
therefore beg you will e:iccufe the delay. My dear huiliand; 
while in he.ilth, defpifed the ,gofpel and the followers of it, 
and for fome time afrer he was taken ill. But the Lord was 
pleafed to awaken him to a fenfe of his danger : and after 
Mr. B. had vifited him feveral times, he one evening was irt 
fuch a Irate of dtfpair that quite ;ilarmed me; as I thought he 
was dying, and tHat .he faw he lbould be lofr for ever. He­
continued in this flate about eight hours; then for the firft 
time he bowed his knees before the Lord, faying, "It can 
not be worfe; I will try t~ pray; but l have been fuch a 
great fim1er." l then left. him alone a few moments, and 
going to him again, he fa:icl he was much better; for the 
Lord had faid, '' If ye will feek, ye lball lbortly find." He 
then was led to fearch the fcriptures; and began to lament 
he hacl fo long negleB:ed it. But, he faid, I always thought 
it time enough when I come ta die; but I find fo much pain 
and weaknefs, I can lcarce fit one hour to read; 0 that I 
tbould fo long negleB: fo important a wo-rk !" A frieRd 
calling to fee him one day, he faid, "how vainly have I fpent 
my time, arid rtegletl:ed the one thing needful ; but how the 
Lord has loved rile frorn a child, to fpare me till now, when 
he might Jullly have fent me to hell long ago. 0 d01,'t 
leave repentance for a death-bed. You will find it enough 
to do to die." He !aid," Satan often tells me I lball perilh 
I have been fo vile, but I tell him if l do it lball be at 
the feet of Chrifi; and l neve'r heard of one periihing there 
vet, for he come into the wo1 Id to favc the chief of iiilners; 
he came to fave me, bldTed be his name.'' About a week 
before he died he faiJ to,me, "Mv dear, the time l lball be 
with you here is very iliort, and 

0

my mind is fo haralled at 
times, that l ain af:aid all is not well with me.'' At the 
clofe of the week he faid, " 0 how good lile Lord is tc- me ! 

V oL. I I I. :z M l now 
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.I'1fow fdtl a defire to be gone, but I mull and I wi\1 wait 
''patiently his time, for it is the beft tim~. My fuffcrings 
• here are-nothing, compared wit11 the views I have of eternity. 
lam ne>w very weak, but Chrill is il:rong; and he will 
fupport ,me to the end." The Sunday morning he was 
ftrutJn,.·ith death. My aunt. came to fee him, and faying, 
how much he fweat, he faid, " What 1s my fweat comparl'd 
with my Saviour's? He fweat great drops of blood, fo 
that hi-s-doathes were all over .ftained." A friend faying to­
him, it is hard work to die, he replied, " Yes, but it can 
be made • eafy, and i~ to me. Death has loft his fiing, and 
all his terror; for Chrill: is gone to prepare a manfion for 
me; for he never begins his work without ,finifuing it, and 
it ·is fil'lifhed: give all the glory to him." He faid, "l 
ihall foon be gone where I fhall have bread without money 
and without price; for he fays, He that cometh to me, l 
will in no wife cafi out." In the mght he {aid," this is hard 
work, but it is all glory." He faid to me," be ye alfo ready." 
Ltl'cking on his mother he faid," there is a great God, but 
my mother won't believe the truth;" after taking a lit& 
reil: he cried out, " 0 how I long to be gone ! 'tis death will 
be the welcome guefl: : not one wifh or one defire have I to 
fl:ay here. I have had quite enough of this world, I now long 
to be gone: but God's will ~e· done. My dear, beware of 
the temptations of this world; and you, my mother, and 
all of you. A few hours, and I fhall be gone to glory, 
where furrow and fighs can never come. I foon lhall join 
the heavenly hoft in praifing, fuch a complete Saviour. 
My dear, I wilh we wer.e going together; but God's will be 
done. \Ve now mufi: part for a fhort, time, then, I trufl, 
we lhall meet to part no more. 0 death, come and relicv_e 
me from this world. But how impatient I am! fwill W~ 1t 
the. appointed time; it will . hot be long er~ I fhall be 1~ 

glory." The lafi: words I heard him fpeak were," all glory 
to God." 

Sir,-I have fent you all the particulars I can re~olle8,' 
the thirty-fix hours he lay dying. I now conclude, with my 
beft refpects to all the fritnds of the fociety. Pleafe t1 accept the fame for yourfelf, wife, and family. Will ea! 
on you the fir.fr opportunity. • 

From your humble fervant, 
ELIZ. BARRINGTON, 

Ma1 25th, 1800. 
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~'1 /he Editor of the General Baptijl Magnini. 

RF.v. c-1a, 

lfthe following Epiitle, addrcffed to one ~f your correfpon­
dents, v,,I. ii. page 306, deferve a place 1'l your uleful and 
entertaining Mifcellany, it is at your ferv~ce. 

I am, Sir, 
Your's unfeignedly, &c. 

AN EPISTLE TO G. B. ON THE " EVILS 
OF LIFE." 

,My dear G. B. 
-------WHEN I your lines review, 
M-.:thinks my ills have ne'er alfaulted you ; 
Or if fuch wo::s you e'er was call'd to prove, 
Sc1peri.J, faith, triumphant f,ar'd above. 

The canvas·which compofe my fpreading fail~, 
Seem quite unequal to the boifierous g~ Jes, 
My fea-beat fides th' invading waters drink! 
Faith half retires, and fear begins to fink: 
Not that I'm got beyond the SAVIOUR 's beck, 
Or fear to die at lafr a foundering wreck. 
I know his word of grace can never fail, 
Nor lhall hell-gates againfl my foul prevail. 
To feed on pafchal Lamb indeed is fweet, 
But bitter are the herbs with wbich we eat: 
Such ills a{Eiult that I cao bear no more. 
Within, without, at home, abroad, all o'er! 

0 hide, defend me till tbe dreadful blaft 
0£ ev'ry tempdl lhall be overpaft ; 
Saviour, fopport me in the rifing wave, 
Lect: I undrnely fill the yawning grave! 
The woes I feel, and thole which yet I fear, 
Are burdens heavier than my heart can bear ! 

Dear Saviour, where lhall I attempt to fly, 
But to thine arms, and near thy gracious eye? 
AH other aid no canfolation brings, 
.Except I'm fo1md beneath thy 1nady wings; 

Then 
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Then I intreat, 0 let thy
0

fuppliant hide, . 
In the dear cleft of thy once bleeding fide: 
Or take me hence, where my Redel:!mer dwells, 
Where he, his love perpetually reveals; • • 
Then· thole who point the dagger at my breaft *, 
A01am'd, fhall fee my weary foul at rdl-, 
At Abraham's fide ---:-----

Let veng'ance fleep, and mercy feize the wand, • 
- flut O, at ,hy command, } 

~nd from thE: fire, 0 pluck the flaming brand. • 
My lafi: requeft is, "fpare my every foe, } 
" May they thy gra~e, and thy falvacion know; 
"Father, forgive ! they know not what they do." . 

0 g~or~ous day. aufpic)ous morn arife, 
,vhen Go~ wipes all our tears from all our eyes: 
Thefe ear,hly minds which earthly woes anpoy, 
Immortal then, ihall drink immortal joy; 
The Saviour's prefence there gilds.ev'ry ·foen~, 
And not a waye of anguifl} roUs between. , 
There my G. B. fhall fip the fountain brim, 
And ~here, thefe longing eyes fuall feaft on Him! 
Hofanna, hail ! J reach ~he hea v 'nl y lhore, •' 
~nd wQr!ds ofblifs thefe wondering powers explore. 
0 blifs divine! tune thou our harps, and then, • 
Eternal hallelujahs rife! - Amen. 
I long to ba1k beneath the Saviour's fmiles, 
Ho,?!= chcars G. B. fruiti~n comfofis • 

For !lu Gentral ./Japt!fl Magazin,. 

GILES, 

GENERAL BAPTIST FYNP~ 179;1 

IN the year 1726 feveral Congregations of Protefiant Dif­
feriters, dillinguilhed. lfJ the name·.of General Baptifis, refi~ 
dent iA London, alfociated with a • defign of forming and 
eftablilhing ·a permanent fund for the purpofe of giving a 
proper education to young men of promifing abilities for ~h\; 
minill:ry~ and foe ihe better {upport of their minifiers. 

• Micah vii. Jc. 
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The plan on which they proceeded was to raife a capital 
liy voluntary gitis and fubfcriptions, and by yt:arly colleltio11s 
made in the churches. 

This ddign has been profrcuted ever fince to the prefent 
year, and with fuch fuccefs, that the fociety has been enabled 
to educate fc:veral young men, who have proved a credjt to 
their profeJlion, and has every year affified a conllderablc 
.numbe.r of ufeful and worthy mini!lers in various parts of 
England, (whofe congregations wne not able fufficientlym 
provide for them) but for want of a larger fund has not beea 
able to relie,ve the proper objects ofit to that extent which the 
tbciety wilhes. 

The managers r~ceive every year contributions from fom~ 
of the congregatiops in odferent parts of the country, but 
cannot help lamenting that the fund has no aid at all from 
many churches, and from many individuals in country fitua­
tions; who, they apprehend~ mull be able to en(:ourage a 
charity fo necettarv and fo beneficial to thofo who labour in the 
chrifiian vineyard: 

.The following fifteen gen.tlemen are the prefent managc~s 
pfthis fund, viz. 

Mr. Stephen Low<lell, Southwark-Park, Treafurcr. 
Mr. Willian, S;urch, Stanhope-Hreet, Clare-market. 
Mr. John Treacher, Paternolter-row. 
Mr. John Mackintolh, Chelfc:a. 
Mr. Charle~ Williams,, Fieldgate-flreet, Whitechape1. 
Mr. Joh~ Chatfield, Back-hill, Hatton-ftreet. 
Rev, Mr. Jofeph Brown, Fair-fl:reet1 Horllydown. 
Rev. Mr. Uan Taylor, l;Jnion-ftrcet, Bi!hopfgatc. 
Mr, William Shenfl:on1 Shoreditch, 
Mr. William Brent7 Rotherhith~. 
Mr. Samuel Brent, Rotherhithe. 
Mr. Willii.lm Titford, Union ... 11:reet, Bilhopfgate. 
Mr. Jo(eph \Veald, Blackman-fl:ree.t, Southwa1k. 
Rev. Mr. John Simpfon, Bethnel-green. • 
Mr. John Marfom, Holborn, 1799. 
Donations to this charity, how fmall foever, will be: 

~ratefully accept,ed by the:· freafurer, or any of the managers. 
Whoever intends to benefit this inllitution by a legacy, 

js dcfired to do it in the following manner1 viz. 
" I give an~ bequeath out of my perfonal efiate to the 

T,reafurcr for the time being of Jhe General Bap!ijl Fund in 
Londo11, ( of which Mr. Stephen Lowdell, of Southwark-Park, 
was Trcafurer in the year 1792,) the fom of for 
t/Je benefit of tha~ Charity," 

1 

At 
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At a meeting of the managers, the 7th of !June, 1799, it 
was refolved to requefl Mr. Dan Taylor to publiih a copy 
of the above in the General Baptifl Magazine, 

T"i the Editor of the General Baptifl Magazine. 
REV, SIR, 

WILLING to contribute fomething more to your Maga­
zine, I now fend you the following Acrofl:ical Lines on the 
Death of a Female Infant ; which were wrote by her ·aunt, 
a pK>m young woman, and ·addrelfcd to it's parents with a 
view to their confolation at the time they experienced the 
bereavement in the family. 

-Your's, A. C, T. 
S hould I attempt to comfort thofe that mourn, 
A nd call a pleafing fuade on Sarah's urn.; -
R emember,friends, l'd fay, your child was lent, 
A nd now the Almighty's taken what he fent, 
H is ways, although unknown to us-are juft : 
D eem this a comfor.t, Sarah is not lofi. 
0 think your daug_hter knows fuperior joys i 
B id earth adieu, with all it's trilling toys: 
E ternally to praife" redeeming love; • 
L ift up your eyes, behold your child above._ 

A fhort Hymn fung after a fermon preached at a village in 
Kent, on Lord's-day, June 2d, _1799, for the benefit' of 
a Sunday School. • 

Father of human kind, 
- Pity the,_ infant race ; • 

0 make their minds inclin'd 
Early to feek thy face. 

Efpecially may thofe here ~aught, 
To w:1lk in wifdom's way be brought. 

Thou who, a feed can'fi: raife, 
As it were out of fi-ones ; 

Thy glorious .name to praife, 
So ~et thefe little ones. 

This to fulfil is our defign, 
Thy blelling with inlhuction join, 

The difcourfe was delivered in the fame- place 
dren were taught, in the intervals of worihip. 

Chatham, April 19, 1800, 

the chil-
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JN the year 1624, there came forth much greater cham-
• pions in defence of infant-baptifm. 

Th.: famous Dod and Cleaver united their flrength, and 
joined together in publilhing a fmall treatife againfi the er­
roneoiss pofiticns of the Anabaptifl:s, as they termed them. 

fa the preface they apologize for their ingaging in this 
controverfy, by alledging, that thofe of the contrary opinion 
were very induftrious, aJµl took great pains to propagate their 
doctrine: that divers perfons of good note for piety had been 
prevailed upon by them: that feveral had entreated their help 
and aififl:ance, and that they had been engaged already in pri­
vate debates about this matter. 
, This pamflhlet be:1\g fcarce, very few have or can now ob­
tain a fight of it; I lhall theref9re obferve two or three things 
in it that are uncommon. 

In the preface they reprefent the Baptifl:s of thofe times as 
aareeing with the Arminians only in fome opinions.' 

0
When they anfwer the objections of the Baptifis, which the7 

fay are recited out of their own books verbatim, they politickly 
conceal both the names-of -the authors, and the titles of .tu: 
books, except one; which if it was done t:o prevent examining 
the truth of their quotations, keep the knowledge of fuch 
writinus from. the world, hinder perfons from n:ading their 
argum~nts at larg·e, and with their connee}ion, or that they 
might the better charge the whole party with the opinion of 
fame particular perfons ; all thefe mufl: be owned very unfair 
in difputants. 

They charge it upon the Baptifl:s as a great error held by them, 
that no infants dying in infancy are damned with the wicked iH 
hell, which falvation they have by the merits of Chrift. 

When they al(G charge upo.1 them, the denial of original 
fin, as the occafion of their error in baptifo1, they themfelves 
run into as great an error, to avoid the force of the other ar­
guments, viz. that the foul of man is by propagation; affirm­
ing, that Adam was the father ofmc:n, in refpea of their fouls 
as well as their bodies ; that as other creatures beget the 
whole of thefr offspring, fo do men; and that_ when God is 
called the father of fpirits, and men the fathers of our fldh, it 
does ng, d-.nu~e any diffenmt oiiginal of foul and body. Be-

.. fil~ 



242 HINTS RESPEC:TINO THE !APTis-rs; 

tides thefe, I do not find any thing but what is common upon 
the controverty. 

In the year 1633, the Baptiils, who had hitherto been inter­
mixed among other Protclhnt Ditlcnters, without diil:inclion, 
and fo confequer.tly fhared with the Puritans in all the perrecu .. 
rions of thofr times; began now to fcparatc thelJlfi:1 ves, and 
form Jiil:inll: focieties of thofe of their own perfoafion. Con .. 
cerning the firil: of which I find the follow1i1g account cotlcclt:d 
from a manufcript of Mr. William Kirlin. • 

" There was a congregation of Protellailt Dilfenters of the 
independent pcrfuafion in London; gathered in the year 1616, 
whereof Mr. Henry Jacob was the firft paffor; and after hirn 
fucceeded Mr. John Lathorp, who was their minifier at this 
time. In this fociety foveral perfons, finding that the congre­
gation kept not to their firfl: principles of feparation, and being 
.alfo convinced that baptifm was not to be adminifired to in­
fants, but fuch only as profdicd faith in Chrift, defircd that 
rhey might be difmiffed from t~at communion, and allowed to 
form a ditl:incr congregation, in fuch order as was mail: agree-
able to their own fentiments. -

" The church, confidering that they were now grown very 
numerous, and fo more than could in thefe times of perfecu­
rion conveniently meet together, and believing alfo that thofe 
perfons alled fr.:>m a principle of confcieoce, and not obt1i­
nacy, agreed to allow them the liberty they defired, and that 
they lhould be conllituted a difl:inll church ; which was per­
formed the 12th of Sept. 1633. And as they believed that 
bap1ifm w.1s not rightly adminiihed to infants, fo they looktd 
upon the baptifm they had received in t~at age as invalid: 
whereupon mofi or all of them received a new baptifm. 
Their minifier was Mr. John Spil!bury; • What numbers 
t!ley were is uncertain, becaufe in the mentioning of the names 
of ab~ut twenty men a,?d women, it is added with divers 
others. 

" In the year 1638, Mr. William Kiffin, Mr. Thoma9 
1Vilfon, and others, being of the fame judgment, were, upon 
their req ueit, difmifled to ti1e faid Mr. S pilfbury's congregatiot). 

" In the year 1639, another congregation of Baptifts was 
f,irmed, who(e place of meeting was in Crut1.hed-Fryars ; 
the chief promoters of which were Mr. Green, Mr. Paul Hob. 
fon, and Captain Spencer." ' 

lo the year 1641, one Mr. Edward narber put forth a 
frnall piece in deftnce of immerfi in; intitubt, ' (\. Treatife of 
Ba;>tifrn or Dipping; wherein is clearly Chewed, that our 
L,mJ Chriil ord .. ined Dipping .i and th,1t fprinking of C!1il-

dren 
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it~n is not according to Chrifl's lnfl:itutir,•1 ; and a:.(!, the Jn_. 
validity of thofo Arguments that are co,nrll'.mly brouc:,ht to 
jufl:ify that i'racl:_ice.'. . 

• fo the y~ar f,,1low1:1g another treat1fo came forth, writteri 
~y A. R. intituled1 'The Vai1iry of Ct1iidren•~ :3"; ti:m.' 
This author .itte,npts to pr JV~ t:-,ef.: two. p:,i.11ts ;ig,.1.;,t th;: 
efl:abliilied church, ;viz. that dippi 1g i~ neceffary w rre ri£ht 
admindhati, ,n of baptifm, and that this facramer1t is not to lit: 
iivt!n to infants. • . . 

About this time there was a conliderable profelyte made to 
the opinion of the 8apt11ls; nai11ely, t\llr Francis Cor11w::.I, 
M, A. and fo,netiine fiud.:nt of tma,,uel CoJ:ege, in Ca ;1-

bridge. -Whetf!er he rect:ived his convi-:.bon from the tn:at,fes 
abovenamed, or whether he w;:s on) y by t'lem put u uc>, 1 exa .. 
minat_ion of the controvr:rfy, a11d u;.ion fearch of the fc-rir,tt,re, 
and firft fathers of the church, fou:,d the truth to be on rheir 
fide,11 cannot fay; but this is evident, when he had f-1,1. d out 
the truth himfelf, he was, willing t,1 heb othets w do f, like­
wife; and therefore publilhed a fnall tr·e·1tife; dedicaLd t,1 the 
houfe of commons, intitu-lc:d, 'The Vi r,dic~t1un of the Royal 
Commiffion of King Jefus.' vVh,-rein he Lys c!own Lveral 
argarnents to prove, that th~ pratt:ce of c1,riltc.,i11g children 
Oppofes the commi11ion granted by our L.ird and S.niour; 
that it is a Romilh or Antichriftian cullo'TI; and was e!l:a­
bli/hed by Popt: Innocent Iii. who m-ade ad cree, th.:t die 
baptilin of infants of believe1s lhould fHccetd circurnci11L,n, 

This y::ar all~,, in the month of Ouober, ·was t:1at difputc 
between Dr. Featly (the favourite author of the R 'Vrre 1d 
Mr. Neal). and four Anabaptifis in Southwark; of w' i~h 
fame have made fo ~eat a noife fince, anJ Mr. Neal Leins 
willing f.hould n~t be buried in oblivion. - _ 

I do not .find that any have publi01ed an account of thi~ dif­
putation but the Doltor hirn'felf, o~ that there was any a.,1a,iu­
e11fis to take down perfectly what was fpoken a.t that tim~; 
but only fho, t notes tdken by· himfclf, or one of his frii:nds, 
which the Doctor filled up according to his own memorv. 
And he did not pul,J,01 it neither, till about two yea,s ... fr,·r, 
when befides h.is fixed prejudice againfl: the DilTent,·rs, he was 
put out of hu 11our; by being deprived of two li.vinu~, wh:ch 
he e11joy_ed befJre_ the unhappy difference betv.-ee11°the king 
and parliament. And he. tells the re.1der in his dedication, 
th~t he c~uid ha_rdly dip his pen _in any thing hut g;1\l. H. w 
fair and 1mpa'.t1al an account iuch a _man was like t0 gi1e, 
and whit credit Mr. Ne,il has got to h1m1df by becom1n~ :11s 
ilifciple, let the reader judie. For afo.:r all, l:iy the Ductor ·s 

V 01.. Ill. :1 N vwn 
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own account of this difputation, his antagonifts do riot appear 
fo very d~fpicable; nor did he gain any great advantage of 
them. An indifferent reader will clearly fee the force and 
fimplicity of the argument on the one hand, and the art and 
fhuffiing that was ufcd on the other. 

One of the -Anabaptifis, whom he calls a Sotchman, began 
the difcourfe after this humble and modeft manner. 

" Mafter Do8or, we come to difpute with yo~ at this 
time, not for contention fake, but to receive fatisfaltion: We 
hold that the baptifm of infants cannot be proved lawful by 
the te!l:imony of fcripture, or by apofl:olical tradition. If 
you the;-efore can prove the fame either way, we fuall willingly 
fubmit unto you." :,1, 

The Doctor prefentl y breaks forth into exclamations : Are 
you then Anabaptill:s? and infults over them as hereticks, who 
were mechanic and illiterate men, by whofe habit he could 
judge they were not fit to difpute; that they could not difputa 
on authority, becaufe they underftood not the original; nor 
by reafon> becaufe fuch mull: underftand how to conclude 
fy llogifl icall y io mood and figure; w.ith abundance of fuch 
pedantick fhiff, that favoured of nothing but pride and a 
•bad caufe. 

He that will take the pains to read his 'own account of this 
difputation, will eafily perceive how the Doctor endeavoµrs 
through the whole to Ry from the arguments propofed; thereby 
to entaagle the innocent men, and efcape giving good proof 
for the points. One while he propofes difficulties tc, them 
about the dqcl:rine of the Trinity; then again about the form 
of a true church: pre!ently, he goes about to prove, that ma .. 
gifl:rates have power to impofe religion; . afterwards, that we 
ought to ufe forms 0f prayer; anon, that none ought to preach 
without epifcopal ordination; with a many other impertinent 
digrefiions. • 

He that would have an account of his foolilh pictures, rpay 
(ee a book which came out prefently after the Doctor's, fo­
titled, " Brief Confiderations on Dr. Featly's Book, by 
Samuel Riehardfon." 

About this time it was, tAat the pious Mr. Hanferd Knollys, 
who had_ beeQ. forced to Ry to New England to efcape the 
perfecut10n of the high-commiffion-court, returned • back 
:iio-ain to L'.mdon; whc::re by his plain and faithful way of 
pieaching, there was foon gathered a congregation of chrifl:ians 
baptized upon the profcffion of their faith, over whom he was 
alfo ordained pallor, and of whom we fuall have occafion to 
fay more as we go on. 

It 
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It feems to have been about this time ( I 648) that Mr. 
Baxter becamt fir!l acquainted with any of this opinion; of 
whom he gives an account in thcfe words, viz. 

" Whilft I was at Gloucelter, I faw the firll: contentions 
between the. Minill:-ers alld AnabaptiH:s, that ever l was ac­
quainted with; for thefe were the fir ft Anabaptifis tr.at ever I 
had feen in any country; and I heard but of few more in thofe 
parts of ~ngland. About a dozen young men, or more, of 
confiderable parts, had received the opinion againfl: infant­
baptifm, and were re-bapt;zed, and laboured to draw others 
after them, not far from Gloucefter, and the minifter of the 
place, Mr. Winne!, b~ing hot and impatient with them, har­
dened them the more: he wrote a confidcrable book againfl: 
tiiem at that time; but England having then no great expe­
ri-:nce of the tendency and confequence of Anabaptiftry, the 
people that were not of their opinion did lrnt pity them, and 
think it was a concei,t that had· no great harm it, and­
blamed Mr. Winnel for his violence and aiperity tuwards 
them." 
• The great increafe of the Baptill:s about this time, is ac­
knowledged and bewailed by their adverfaries. Dr. Featly 
fays, " This fire in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and Ki :ig 
James, and our gra~ious fovcreign, t'\11 how was Govered in 
.England under the afhes; or if it brake out at any time, by 
the care of the eccleliaftical and civil magiftrates it was foon 
put out. But of late, fince the unhappy difl:rac½ions which 
our fins have brought upon us, the temporal iword being other 
ways employed, and the fpiritual locked up faft in the fcabbard, 
this feel:, among others, hath fo far prefumed upon the pa­
tience of the ftate, that it hath held weekly conventicles, re­
baptized hundreds of men and women tegether in the twilight, 
in rivulets and fome arms of the Thames, and elfowhere, 
dipping them over head 'and ears. It hath printed divers 
pamphlets in defence of their hereir,; yea, and challenged 
faf!le of our preachers to difputation. •• 

It was, fays Dr. Wall," During the rebellion againll King 
Charles I. and the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, that this 
opinion began to hav<:: any great number of converts to it. In 
thofe times of ll:-irs they boall:-ed in their boeks, that that 
prophecy was fulfilled, " Many ihall run to and fro, and 
knowledge 1hall be increafed." 

RELI. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

rN \Vcdn•·(d;,y, the 11th InOart, Jeventre1t 
D·Her,ting Minifi rs, deputed by the General Body 
<- 1 P o dta, L D11tenti1,g Minifie1 s in and about the 
C"y ot L,,ndun, waited upon his MajeHy, with an 
Act r fs of Con._ ran1la·ion, Or) his Majefly's late 
de!\ ,·ranee. in the hour of imminent danger. 

T 1 e K 111~ received them iri his clo(et, and return­
ed them the· following gracious anf wer. 

"I rhank you tor th_is dutiful and loyal Addre($. 
The declar ,Lion or your ·attachment to thofe prin. 
cir les of affection which you and your anceftor~ 
have always prnfrlfed to my perfon and family, muft 
en(ure to you the continuar.ce of my favour and 
protea. ionr ' 

" I am perfuaded that I cannot make fo accep­
table a return for I he merci fu I protecl:ion which 
the Divine providence has vouchfafed to me, as 
by an unremitting perfeverence in my endeavours to 
maintain the pnvtleges, and 10 pron;ote the happinefs 
and welfare of all my fubjects.'' • 

IMPROVEMENT IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 

REv. AND DEAR SIR, 

SEVERAL Minnl:ers and private Chriflians having, foir 
fome months pall-. turned their thoughts to the important 
object of rdigious education, have been induced to meet 
togc-ther for the purpofe of confidering by what m·eans 
it might bell- be elfecl:td. • After mature deliberation, they· 
1,,,ve forrr.ed trerrfclves into a fociety, which, for the fake 
of cli,li, r,; .on, is called, "T:he Society for promotiAg the 
Reiigious lilftruclion of Youth." By their rfefire a refpecl:ed 
brother has drawn up ;in add~cfs upon this fubject, which they 
fl.OW take the liberty of prefenth1g to you, requefiing your 

acce!l .. 
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2cceptance'and candid perufal of it. They are far from fup­
poiing that this very interefling matter has efcaped your no­
tice; they wifh only to fiir up your pure mind by way of re­
membr.rnce, and t • excite, by your means, the benevolent 
exertio,1s of your brethren and friends, in the various cire:lcs 
where their i ,fluence may <'Xtend. . 

It may be proper to obfrrve, that the fcl-.ools which they 
,villi to recomme,1d, dilfer, in fome refpecls, from ordinary 
Sunday frhools; wit11 which, however, they by no means 
wiih to interfere. Sunday fchuols are generally intended for 
the purpofe of teaching C'l! 1dren to read; th~ fchools in prof peel: 
'are for ~eligious ipthuc.1ion only, and are meant to include the 
t:hild ·en of the. rich as well as the poor. 

Several fchools of this kind h,ivc already geen e(b1blifhed in 
London·and it's env1roas, in fome of which the progrefs made 
by the c11ildren has been equally furprizing ~nd encouraging. 
The facility and pleafure with wh c1 they have ]e,irned their 
eatechifin-·epeated the hec1ds of rermons-produced fcriptural 
proofs of givenfobjeds-together with fome fingular inllances 
of the power of divin;: grace 011 their hearts, have made fo 
forcible an impreffion on the minds of the fociety, that they 
feel themfelves compelled ear,1ellly to recommend fimilar in­
ftitutions throughout the kingdom. 

Should it be objected, that the zealous minill-ers of the 
gofpel have their hands already full; the fociety beg leave to 
ebferve, that the pious members of their congregation, of both 
fexes, are fully c-)mpetenc to the intended work. Many fuch 
perfons are ufdully employed in this manner in the metropolis, 
and in fome other parts of England. In Edinburgh and it's 
vicinity three hundred perfons at leaft are thlilS labouring with 
fucccfs for tltt rifing generation. 

Permit us then, dear brother, to recommel'!d this grand 
object to your attentive an_d affectionate regard. By the 
bleffing_ of God, which we may cheerfully hope will crown 
our united efforts, th€ caufe ofChrill:and his truth may be ex­
tenfively promoted-the empire of fatan di'minilhed-the pro­
grefs of infidelity checked-and the faving knowledge of the 

_ Jledeemer widely d1ffufed. 
Should you approve the inclofed addrefs, we fubmit to your 

confideration the propriety of reading it from the pulpit, in 
order to excite the attention of parents and mall:ers; and alfo 
to promote it's circulation among your friends. We entreat 
the favour of your .correfpondence on this fubjecl-, and lhall be 
Shankful for any hints you {Day fuggefr for maturing and ex-

tcnclini,:; 
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tending our plan. On our part we !hall gladly communicate 
fuch further information as you !hall· requeft. 

Cordially recommending you to the gr.ice of God,- and 
carneftly praying for the foccefs of all your lab,iurs, 

Wefubfcribe ourfelves, in behalf of the fociety, 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

Refpectfully your's, 
.Artilltry-Plau, Lsndon, ROBlR r COWIE, Treafurer. 

June 1, 1800. THOMAS WlLS:.JN,Secretaryr 
•• * Thefe fchools are in m0ft places taught on the L,1rd's 

day evening, iil fome others on the Lord's day afternoon, and 
in fame cafes on the evening Ma week day. 

The addrefs and various catechifms for the ufe of thefe 
fchools, may be had at the Depofitory of the Religious Trad 
Society, Stationer's-court, Luctgate-frreet, Lo.1don, 

ON the -4-th inilant (June) was held the General Alrembly 
of the General Baptiils at W odhip-fheet, London. At 
feven o'clock in the morning the proceedings were begun, 
and opened with prayer, by Mr. D. Taylor, who was re­
queiled to take the chair. Mr. Sam-pfon Kingsford, of Can­
terbury, and Mr. Stephen Philpot, of Safron Waldron, were 
chofen Moderators; and Mr.John Evans, of Worihip-fireet, 
was the Scribe. 

At eleven o'clock public wodhip was opened. Mr. Philpot 
prayed, and Mr. Martin, of Dover, preached, from Ephef. iv. 
8. "When he afcended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men... The bufinefs of the afiembly con­
tinued till about (even o'clock in the evening, and was con­
cluded with pr,ayer, by Mr. J dim Deacon,. of Leiceller . ., 

ON Th\Jrfday, the 12th infiant, the new Meeting-heufe of 
the General Baptifis, near Red Cow-lane, in Mile End Road, 
was opened for divine wortbip. The fervice began at eleven 
o'clock. Mr. Jarrom opened the wodhip by a fhort prayer, 
and· reading the 84-th and 132d Pfalms. Mr. Knight, of 
Nightingale-lane, and Mr. Broady, of Poplar, prayed; and 
Mr. Newman, of Old Ford, and Mr. D. Taylor, ofChurch­
lane, Whitechapel, delivered two difcourfes. The former 
from Luke xxiv. 47. "And that repentance and remiffion'pf 
fins lhould be preached in his name among all natiom, be- , 
ginning at Jerufalem." The latter from Acl:s xiv. 7. "And 
there they preached the gofpel." Mr. Driver read out the 
pfalms and hymns through the whole fervicei and Mr. D. 

Taylor 
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Taylor concluded the fervice with prayer. The meeting­
houfc was well filled. The opportunity was a pleating and 
protitable one ; and great hopes are entertained that, through 
thl' aids of the Holy Spirit, mariy precious fouls will have 
re,ifon to praife God eternally for the advantages which they 
will receive frofll Him in that place. 

PRESENT PLAN OF THE RELIGIOUS TRACT 
• SOCIETY. 

D~ar Sir, June 1, 1800. 
IN the prefent age, when the advantage of union among 

chrifl:ians is fo f;enerally acknowledged, the following circum­
ftance, it is prefumed will afford rio fmall fatisfacl:ion .. 

Soon after the efl:ablilhrnent of the Religious Tracl: Society:. 
another Society was formed under the name of" The Society 
for diflribyting Evangelical Tracl:s gptis." The pl~ns of 
thefe Societies being fimilar, and their objecl: virtually the 
{ame,-the extenfive difiribution of fmall religious pieces,-it 
occurred to the Committees of the refpetiive Societies, that a 
union might be formed with reciprocal benefits, and with ad­
vantao-e to the c0mmon caufe. The Committee of the Reli­
gious "'rracl: Society, therefore requdled a conference, which 
has terminated in a cordial union, with the approbation of the 
general body of the fubfcribers to both: by whom a joint Com- • 
mittee has been chofen, and the plan fubjoined agreed to, So­
liciting the favour of your co-operation, we remain, on behalf 
of the united Societies, 

Dear Sir, your's, refpecl:fully, 
JOSEPH HUGHES, Secretary to 

the Religious Tracl: Society. 
JOHN JORDAN, Secr,etary to the 

late Society for diflribtrJ.ting Evan-
• gelical Tra8s, gratis. 

*-1-.., An early anfwer, direcl:ed either to the Treafurer or Se­
cretary, will be particularly acceptable; but, fhould we not be 
indulged wi.th that favor, you will permit us to efleem your 
filence as an indication of your concurrence. 

THE PLAN. 
I. That this fociety be denominated The Re!~t0us Traci: 

Society, whofe objetl l11all to print and difiribute fmall piecei 
on fubjects purely rdigious. 

I C. That a donati11,n of ten 'guineas confiitute a member for 
life . 
. UL Th.it every annual fubfcriber ba confidered a member. 

IV That 
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IV. That the fubtcription folicited be employed ai a me~• 
ef enabling the fociety to di(lribute aud fell the tracts at a 
cheap rate. , 

V. That fubfcribers be entitled either to purchafe any quan­
tity of trat\s at a reduced price; or, to rec,ive tralls to ,the 
amount of two-thirds of their fubfcnption at the farrfc rate. 

VI. That a committee be appointt:d 111 Londqn, and a cor­
refponding committee in different parts of the c"umry, whc> 
:lb.all have the c!tre of feleding. fuitable tracts, an<l of fuperin­
tending, as their fituations, enable them, the printing and dif­
tribution. 

VII. That a Bookfellcr be employed in London as a depo-. 
fitory for the circulation of tratl:s. • 

V lll. That a committee be empowered to di{l:ribute trach1 
in fuch channels as may appear to them calculated for .ufeful-
ncfs, fo far as the funds will admit. . 

IX. That an annual meetir,g• of ,the fociety be held in 
May, on the Thurfday morning of the Miffionary week, 
when a treafurcr, fecretary, and committee ihall be chofen. 

X. That the tracl:s be paid for on· deli very. 

The following gentlemen are the committee for the prefent: 
year: 

In LoNooN: 
Mr. T. Bates I Mr. S. Jones 
Rev. J. Brooklband Mr.J. J«>;'tlan 
R. Cowie, Efq; Z. M:.c;,.,Hay, Efq; 
Mr. J. Duthoit S. Miil, l:.fq; • 
Mr. G. Gouger Rev. W. Newman 
Mr. E. Gouldfmith Mr. T. Saddington, 
J. Hardcafile, Efq; W. Shnibfole, Efq; 
Mr, Hayter Mr. J: Tarn 
Rev: R. Hill, M. A. I Rev. J. Tow·nfend 
Mr. G. Hobfon Mr. Townfend 
Mr. T. Hodfon Re;, M. Wilks 
Mr.J. Hoppus T. Wi.fon, Efq; 

Subfcriptions and commu'nications (frt!e of ex pence) will be 
thankfully receivc:a by J. Rey'ler, .Efq; treaforer,' Duck's 
Foot-lane, Thamcs;.fireet, Londrrn; 

Rev. J. t-IugheF, fecn:tary, Batterfea, Surrey; 
BY all the membcn of the committee; and at tile Depofitory. 

N. B. The fuhfcribers to "The (l.1te) Society for difiri .. 
butin:s Ev.augtLcaJ Tr~cts, gratis," are hereby iuform~d, hat 
the comrT1ittee of that focicty ha~e provided for the ,,unctual 
fulfilment of their enga~,ments made with them previous t~ 

d1~ 
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the union, Appli- tions for that purpofe to be made to Mr, 
Tarn, _treafurer, Lum.on-Wall ; or Mr. Jordan, fccretary, 
Leadenhall-thc:et. 

• Li/1 of Tracts alre~dy p inted. 
The following tracts are re,,<ly f r de, v.:ry, by T. Williams, 

:at the fociety's Depolicory, No. 10, .::itatiomrs'-cow r, Lud­
gate-ll:ree::t, London; where communicat,ous will oe received, 
poft-paid, and orders execute::d (for rc .. dy money) to any part 
of the kingdom, with an allowance to fobfcnbtrs, buo~­
fellers, &c~ 

I, An Addrefs to Chriflians, on the Difl:ribution of Religious 
Tracts. Price 1d 01 s~ 6d per 100 

2. Three Dialogues bdween a MiniCT:er and one of his 
Parilhio11ers, on the true PrincifJ!es of Rdigi,m. By the Rev. 
T. V'ivian, A. B, late Vicar ofCornwood, Devon. Price lfd 
or 7s 6d per 100 

3. Subjects for Confideration, from Reynolds. Price one 
hal'fpenny, or 3s per 100 , 

4• The End of Time: An Extract from Dr.Watts, Price 
1d or 5s 6d per 100 

5. Divine Songs for Children, by Dr. \Vatts. Price 1fd 
or 7s 6d per _100 - • 

6. The Repentance and Happy Death of the Earl of Ro­
chdler. Price one h,ilfpenny, or 3s per 100 

7. On the Fourth Commandment. :Price one farthing, or 
Is 6d per 100 

8. To a Youth. Price one halfpenny, or 3s per roo 
9. To the Unfortunate Fernale. Price one halfpenny, qr 

3s per 100 

10. To a Prifoner. Price one halfpenny, or 3s per 100 

JI, Life of John Bunyan. 1->rice three fanhiugs, or 4s 
per JOO 

12. Hints to a Servant. Price one farthing, or 1s 6d 
per 100 

13. Dr. Watts's Golden Rule. Price three farthings, or 
4s per 1co 

14. On the Lord'.5 Day. Price one farthing, or Is 6d 
per 100 

I 5 Perfuafive to Public W o,r01ip, Price one halfpenny, 
or 3s pe, 100 

16. Dodd ridge's Principles of C!iri.O:ianity, in V crfc. Price 
Id or 5s 6d per IOO 

17. Life of Colonel Gardiner. 
18. To a Youch at Schod. 

per 100 

VvL. III. 

Price 1fd ar 7s 6d per 100 

Price one halfpenny, or 3s 
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19. Th~ Life and S:1yings ot-the Rev. Ph. Henry. Price 

) ec farthings, or 4s per l(,o 
t 1r • S r f S - P • h I" 

20 _ 1. he ,a,on o carc,ry. 11cc one a ,penny, or 3s 

per 100 
:21. To the AffiiB:ed. Price one halfpenny, or 3s per 100 
'.l'.2 Friendly Advice to the Poor. !Jrice one halfpenny, 

or 3s per 100 
2,3. On Moderation in Food. Price one farthing, or 1s 6d 

per 100 

24. The Importance of Sobriety. Price one halfpenny, or 
3s per 100 

25. Dialogue on Regeneration. Price three farthings, or 
,4,s"per 100 

2a. Confolation under Convill:ions; a Di.,logue between 
a Pc11itent and a Chrill:ian Friend. Price one halfpenny, -or 
3s per 100 • 

27. A Sunday's Excudion. Price one halfpenny, or 3s 
per 100 • • 

[The above twenty-fiven Numbers are lo be had in orie Polume. 
Price IS 9d boards, or 2s 3d bound.] 
28. The Bible of Divine Authority. Price one halfpenny, 

or 3s p~r 100 
:z.~. The Good Old Way. Price 1d or 5s 6d per 100 
30. Anecdotes and Hines relative to a prevailing; but inde­

fenfible Practice (Swearing) .. !'rice ohe farthing, or Is 6d 
per 100 . 

31. A Word of Advic!! to the Frequenters of the Soup 
Efrablilhments. Price one farthing, or Is 6d per I.Oo 

32. A.few Minutes· Converfation at a Country Wake. 
(Proper to be difiributed at Wakes, Fairs; Races, &c.] Price 
one halfpenny, or 3s per 100 

33. A Prefent to the Children of Sunday 'Schools. Price 
one farthing, or is 6d per 1co . 

34. The lnfirullion of the Riling Generation in the Prin­
ciples of the Chriflian Religion recommended. Price 1fd or 
7s (>d per 100 

(;::7 The Religious Tra8 Society having purchafed the re­
maining fiock of the, Village Tracts of Mr. Chapman, they 
.ilfo will be fold in.future at their D~pofitory. 

N. B. Country aifociations, and provincial focieties, for the 
diftribution of religious tracls.J will find their advant,:1~e in ap­
plying as aboye. 



' LIST OF 

MEETING-HOUSES in LONDON. 
(Continuded from page 22p, of our la/! Number ) 

SALTER'5-HALL. 
Dimcniions 21 jquare-ovith 4 Gtztlcries. 

AT the revolucion this church met at Bu,kingham-houje, near College-hill, whe11 
Mr. MAYO was pallor. Soon after that time the prelent meetwg.houfe was 

built, and 
Mr. NATH. TAYLOR was chofen affillant. Mr. MAYO dying in 1695, 

Mr.TAYLOR was cholen pa~or, and 
Mr, NEWMAN his allillant, They were both popular, and had a full con. 

gregation. Mr. Taylor was foon cholen one of the Tuefday lellurers, Upon 
his d_eath, which was about 1704, 

Mr. WM. TONG fucceeded as paftor, and he alfo became a Tuefday le8urer, 
He was a miniller of contiderable qualifications, and was greatly ufeful in his day. 
He preferved a large congregation, which was the richell in London. for many 
years the collell:ion for the fun'd exceeded any others, Mr. 'Tong had a large 
/hare in their elleem, and obtained from them many private gifts to poor mioifters 
and congregations, as well as co other perfons in diftrefs.-About 1716, Mr, 
Newman, at Mr. 'l'ong's requeft, was fixed with him as co-pallor, and upon his death 
became fole paftor. This was in 172 7. Afterwards the church invited Mr. Warren, 
of Co'llcn11y, to be united with him, and on his refuf•I Mr. Waldron, of St, 
Ma,y Ottery. But he a!fo declined, and then they chofe Mr, NEWMAN, jun, 
who is a hopeful young man, to a11ill his father. 

The THREE CRANES, (Thame__s-flrut.) 
Dimension,- 18 f111an-2 gal. of S, I of 6 fears. 

IN 1695 Mr .. GOUGE was pallor of this church, and one ol the Pinner's-hall 
leclurers. He W>tS a popular preacher, and a zealous Ca!vinill. Abuut 1697 

Mr. JOS. JACOB preac;heJ • weekly lellure in this place. [The M ::i. con­
tains a long account of this mar, ; from whence ii appears that he was a perfon of a 
furious, arbitrary, litigious difpofilion, by which he promoted tumult and fedi, 
tion, ,nd was noticed by government, He had been a L,ien-clrapcr in London. 
When he commenced preacher he was much followed, and a new meeting-hou.fe 
was built for him 1698, in which Mr. Baktr afterwards preached. His abfolute 
proceedings in bis own church, and his ~bufe of other miniftcrs, ,,·ere unparalleled, 
and not worth here relating.] 

In 1702 his congregation was fo diminilhed, that he left this place, and re­
moved to -r"urner,./,a/11 and afterwards to Gurri,r,-hall. But he was loon deferted, 
and died in 1721, 

A dillurbance happened in Mr. Goug,'s church, which this man had promoted, 
and many withdrew; ijmong whom waa the noted Mr. Eb. <f'ull. About 1701 
Mr. Gouge died, when 

Mr, RIDGLEY was chofca to fucceed him. The congregation is ftill but 
f,nall, though -larger than it was fome years ago. Mr. l<.idgl,y is looked upon as 
well quaLfied for theological controverfy, and fome perfons account him a conlide. 
rable preacher. He is alfo a tutor to young men defigned for the miniftry, i11 
which llation he has been very ulcful. He is one of the !tllurers at P,nncr'•· 
hall, and Mr. llarrifan,.jun. has for fome time allifteJ him every other Lo,·d's 
day, but i, now at <Jojfort. 

5T, THOMAS APOSTLES, near Bow-lan(, 
Dimensions-I 3 Jquare.-'I"hree gal. rf 3, or.e •f 5 uars. 

IN 1695, Mr. FIDOE was pallor of this church, .who met in a hall, or 
large room,· near Paurn1/er, ,ow. He was a minifter of a good chara8er, but his 
co11gregation was (mall. Upon his death, 1714, he was fucceede<l by 

Mr. ATKINSON, for whom his people b~ilt 1he above n:eeting-houfe foOII 
after, He 1s accounted ,1 peaceable man, and a prallical preacher, The congreg•• 
lion is large, than Ill the.tlme of Mr. F,doe. 

The LOGGER-HEADS*, near SpitalfulJs. 
Dimcmiom-1 3 Jquart, r;,,.;:h gn!ltJ ie5. 

IT mull be owned, this place hardly delervcs to be mentioned, but th,t thtr• 
might be no omillion it is here infertcd !all. le was lirf1 built about 1723 for Mr. 

-~ So called, it is fu ppofeJ, from the fi~a of a neighbourini: public· houfc, w hi,i. 
rnltcd ~ few yeari ;1gu, 
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STOC~ELL, [ of whom fome account ";,s before given] ; but fallil'lg out with 
his patron, he quitted it, Since which time divers pcrlons, of Jiflercnt der~umi11a­
tio11s, have occ,afiondly preached in it, as they ltill ,to. But no church r, there 
sathered, and the number that attend is but fmall. Mr. P'riar preaches here for 
the moft part. 

Churches that jub'Jzjlcd in 169q, but fince tha_t time are difpeifed, 
Dr. BEVERLY, Cloak-lane, Cutler's-hall 1697 
Mr. LONG, Beecb~bne, Glover's-hall 1701, 
Mr. HAMMOND, Armourer's-hall 1704 
Mr. BURNETT, Barl:iica·n, -- 1,07 
Mr. GRIFFIN-Mr. TATE, Girdler's-hall 1710 
Mr. SCOTT, near St. James's 17iG 
Mr. WOWEN, Pewtcrcr's-hall - 1714 
Mr. HCMPHRYS, St. Martin's-lane 1714 

'Mr. SHORT, (morning) Miles's lane 1717 
Mr. COTTON, St. Giles's, Holbori;i 172.7· 
Mr. LEWIS, Red Crofs-ftreet 17211 
Mr. DAVY, Moorfields -. - 1729 

Anaecount follows of the feveral Cums collell:ed annually at the differ~nt meet. 
ini:s for poor co11ntry minill:ers, the whole amount uf which at the time this MS, 
was drawn up was upwards of 3 700I. • 

After various mifce!laneous remarks, and comparative views, the writer gives 
the following brief account of the ' • 

BAPTIST MINISTERS AND CHURCHES. 
Mr. HOLD:llDGE, Angel-alley, Whitechapel. • • 
Mr. JOH:-. GILL, Hodleydown, Southwark. 
Mr. SAMUELWI LSON ,Goodman's-fields, llateWn.sor.'s,Broad ft,Wappiri&) 
Mr. RUDD, Devonlhire-fquare. 
Mr. WILSON, Weftminfier. ' 
Mr.---, Newport-market. 
Mr. BRIN:E, Crip:•le,:;.1te. 
Mr. D..:.N, Great Ea!kheap. 

Mr. HARRINGTON, near St. George's, S,outhworJi:, 
Mr. WALLIN, Mlze-pond .• 
Mr. AR:KuLD, !Vlay--pole, Horfleydown. · 
Mr. MAT. CH£RRY, Garde11-ftreet, ditto, 
Mr.---, (late R1CRARDSON's) Devonlhire-fq11are. 
Mr. Rh ES, ·Lime-houfe, 
Mr. GIFFORD, Wild-ftreet. 

Mr. BURROUGHS and Mr. FOSTER, Paul's-alley. 
Mr. MORRIS, Glafs-houfe-yard. 

Mr. MULLINER, fen. Moorlields. 
Mr.MULLINER;_iun. ·Park, Southwark, 
Mr. INGRAM, Horfleydown 
Mr. KIMBER, Spiral fields 
Mr. S:,11-TH, Cuvent-~arden 
Mr. R.AN'D.-\LL, Vir,;inia-flreet, Wapping 

Mr. T JWNSEND, Cr,pplegate 
Mr. COR!/THW AJTE, Goodman's-fields. 

Of thefe the writer reckons r he nine fir ft in.lined to the Antinomian ·Rrain--the 
next fevcn CQlvin.fcs-thc tlirce ,fullo.vi11g: S,>cinians-the fi':c hext ·Afminian·~ 
and the two !ale Saobator:ans--Mr. T._aCalvinilt, and Mr. C. an ;\nninian. 

11'.J' It :s hopd t!-ut fo,ric attcm;it m:iy h(:rcafter be made to continue this ac­
counr uft'.·.e U;Ht'.a:,n~ Ch.Jr-..hes, with merro:rs of their (\1Jntfters 1 to the prelelJC 
time.--Any r.:.:i.Je, W,lu ,nay i1.,ve nulind J.ny r!liftak"!s, arc r~quetled to commu­
nicme th-:!m to th~ p·JbJilhcr, with a view to a Cep;.J.rate anU mort ,omplcte cdicion, 
in whith fucu aduitions 33 JJJ«y lie: fcnt will be infc~Led. 

•+* Theorigi,ul M~.;. w;IJ be dep?'itod ;n Dr, W1LL11ni,'_s l,iLrary, Ile)i;_ 
C.-ufa Strecc, 1 
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BIOGRAPHY., 

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LATE RIV, jOHN HEWMA~ , 
WHO DE PAR TED THIS LIFE JULY 25, 174t .--Su his 
Funeral Sermon,from Johnxviii. 2. preached aiSalter's-hall, 
.Aug. 2, 1741. By the Rev. John Barker. 

WELL. endured. trials will he followed ·with a thining 
and unfadin~ crown; and tbis crown, I dotibi: not, the de~ 
parted fpirit of good Mr, N ewmart now wears. He is entered 
into that world where he krn;1ws; poffe.ffes; an_d enjoys, what 
we can neither exprefs, nor conceive; and having done the 
duties of life with diligence and faithfulnefs, and endured the 
trials of it with confiancy and i;:almnefs, is received_ to the 
mercy of God in Chrifi:, and is entered into his Lord and 
Mafi:er's joy. 

You may reafonably expecl: from me a particular account 
of this faithful minifi:er on this occafion; but I readily ac .. 
~nowledge, it is not in my power to do juftice to his memory: 
It would perhaps hardly become the dignity of this pulpit, 
which he fo well maintained for above forty years togelher, to 
tell you, that my heart is too full of grief te proceed as I 
011ght in this fervice; and the more, as it revives the re­
membrance of my appearing here at his defire, fome years 
ago, on the melancholy occafion of his fon's death, who 
alfi{led him with great acceptance, and in whofe hands he 
hQped, under Chrifi:, the chief Shepherd, to have left the cure 
ef your fouls: t~ tell you. now that you. will hear the voice of 
Y OL. III. P neither 
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neither of the(e your minifiers any more, is to be forced tc, 
give you, as well as my{elf, for row upon for row : but '. the 
cup our Father gives us (hall we not drink it?' we mull, w(~ 

ought; our Lorcl did fo, and expetts us to follow his example, 
\Ve know, it feems, but very little of Mr. Newman's early 

life, more than that he was born in Oxfordfuire, was a fcho­
lar of old Mr. Chapman, and the grca.t companion of his 
fon, the late Rev. Mr. Chapman, of Bethrtal-grcen. He wa:=i 
a very -pious youth, and difcovered an early and deep fenfe o( 
God and religion, not only by a grave deportment and fecret 
prayer, but getting his fchool-fellows to him in their leifure 
hours, and praying with them, and catechifing and infl:rucl:­
ing them in the principles of religion. By what appeared 
afterwards, one may venture to pre(ume that he was foon re­
markable for a good undedl:anding, and a great memory; 
which with his diligence and ferioufoe(s, and his owi\ inclina­
tioh to that fervice, encouraged his friends to fend hirtno Mr'. 
W oodhoufe, who prepared him for the work of the minifl:ry 
amongft Protefl-ant Dilfenters. 

He came up to London about nineteen years of age, and 
was a little while with Mr. Jofeph Reade, where he was foon 
taken notice of as a very promifing young minifl:er; and as I 
find that Mr. Richard Mayo died in 1695, and was fucceeded 
in this* place by Mr. Nathaniel Taylor; I conclude that Mr. 
N ewmar1 was about that time chofen to be his a!Ttfl:ant. He 
was an entire fl:ra nger to the congregation, introduced, if I 
tnifl-ake not; by Alderman Dolins, preached with general ap­
probation, and was quickly chofen with little or no op­
pofition. 

On the 20th of Ocl-ober, 1697, he was ordained; and 
very chearfully and devoutly gave up hiw.'fell to the fetvice bf 
God as a chrifiian minifl-er. Mr. Newman was known to be 
well fkilled in polemical divinity, and could fmartly difpute 
fome points which were more fpeculative than important; 
but I think it much more to the plirpofe to obforve; that he 
kept this out of the pulpit, and was al ways an excellent, judi­
cious, pracl:ical preacher; his fermons were well compofcd 
and digefied, fubfl:antial and full of matter; and fo well 
adapted to infl:rult, efi:ablifu, and comfort his hearers-, that if 
they were not judicious, as well as ferious chrifl:ians; to'be 
fore it was not their minifl:er's fault but their own. ' The 
things 1evealed unto us by the fpirit; yea the deep things of 
G~d,' were the conftant fubjecl- of his preaching, 'which 

• Salter'; Hall, See General Baptilt Magazine for June, 1Bco. 

things 



things alfo he fpake; not in the words which man's wifdorn 
teachcth, but which the f!oly Ghofl: teachcth, comparing (pi.­
ritual things with fpiritual ;' nor dicl h~ only inll-rutt the 
miud, and inform the judgment, but he had a way of coming 
at the confcience, and fearching to the very bottom of the 
heart, to difcover and expofe reigning hypocrify, and root out 
all fcc:et and allowi:d fin,,' He renounced the hid<len things of 
diODnefty, not walking in craftinefs, nor handling the word 
of God dcceitfull y; but by manifellation of the tru,!i, com­
mended himfelf to every man's confcience in the fight of God/ 

At his firfl: appearance in this pulpit he was a very popular 
preacher, and for many years together, delivered long and 
laboured fermons to a crowded audience, without any notes 
to aflifl: h.is memory; and was followed, in all places where 
he appeared, as one of the moft celebrated preachers about the 
town. An.d when his popularity declined, fo did not he; he 
loll that, b~t he loft nothing elfc; but pn;:ached better fermons 
when he had fewer hearers ~ continuing to labour witla zeal 
and conftancy, as a wife mafter builder in the church of God, 
' a workman that needed not to ~e afuamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.' 

After the death of Mr. Taylor, this congregatiori chofe Mr. 
Tong for their pallor; who had a great opinion of Mr. 
Newman, always heard him with great attention and fatisc­
fac\ion, and from a high efl:eem of his real worth, and a jt,1ft 
regard to his long aijd diligent fervice, propofed it to the 
~hur~h ~o join Mr. Newman with him in the pafi:oral office, 
and eafily obtaine,4 his requeft-. And after what mannrr he 
was with you during the life, and fince the death of his Rev. 
colleague and 9ear friend, 'fervin& the Lord with all humility 
of mind, and keeping back nothing that w,as proljtabls untQ 
you; but fhewfd you1 and taught you pubtickly, and from 
houfe to houfe, teR:ifying repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord 'Jefus Chrifi: ;' God, and you, and his own 
confcicnce were witne/fes. What minill:er before him ever 
continued longer, if any fo long in the fame place in this 
city? And what minifter appeared with greater !=redit and 
comfort amongfl: his people for fivf! and forty years together ? 
Who was more refpecl:ed white livil'!g, Qr :is more lamented 
now he is dead ? This was owing, not to his fuperior learn­
ing, or polite addrefs; but to his integrity and diligence, his 
~eai for God, and love to fouls; his prudent behaviour, and peace­
able fpirit •; his watching for your fouls ; his frequent vifits wheQ. 
were either lick or fad; and his tender fympathy, and moll you 
affectionate cqncem for you all under any affliction. And, 

i P 2 really, 
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really, this was a great excellency in this goo<l man ~ he nqt 
only· fed his flock with wholefome food, 'holding forth tho 
word of life, that he might rejoice in the day of Chri!t, that 
he had not run in yain, and laboured in vain;' but he was 
often at .Y< ur houfes, ~ad b}'. ::he fide Qf your fick beds, givi_ng 
wife advice, and praying with you on Cuch occafions; which 
{ervice, I mvfelf remember with pleafurc ~np gratit4de, in a 
dan~erous illnefs, he performed for me with r~markable fc­
rioufi1efs and affe{\ion, and with peculiar aud difiipgui{hing 
propriety and enla~'gcment. Ii~ wal? no~ \fithout fears, temp: 
tations, and hours of darknefs; but in the miq!l: of them, a 
regular and eminent chriftian, who had treafored ~p a large 
ftock of wif4om and e~perience, whic~ he liberally deali out to 
his fr1ends upon all proper oq:afions. 

His own behaviour under affliction was peceq~ and exem:­
plary. Some of you remember him exercifed with feyere and 
heavy trials i but the pain and fmart of them did not drive 
him to aI)y intemperat~ complaint; ;oµ remember how he 
acted on thofe occafions ; his heart di not fret nor fink, ' he 
neither defpifed the chafl:ening of the Lord,. n~r fainted under 
it;' b~t he tOOf the bitter cup at the ~ands of his heave11ly 
Father, and drank it without 1mpat1ent murmuring; he 
kept the poffeffion of himfelf, and pre(eryed th~ greatefl: reve­
rence for God, under the more an4 _the lefs common rebuke~ 
pf ProvidenFe, fle thought, ~ a livmg man fuo4ld not com­
plain for the punilhment of fin;' b1-1t ' patieptly bear the 
indignation of the Lord,' faying, ' naked cam1= 1 out of m)I 
mother's womb, and naked mull: I return thither; the Lord 
~ivecli, an~ µie ~qr4 take;h away, yet ble.ffed be the name of 
t;he Lord.' 
• He carefulJy oqferv°'¼ and greatly lamente~ the infidelity 
and wickednefs of thF prefent age~ and had mapy fears for the 
:riling generation, under an apprebeJ1fion, that a ftorm of 
Divini: difpleafure might be gathering a~out this nation on 
this account; you bad fome of his ~houghts abo4t this i.fl his 
lafi: fermon :it thi~ pl~ce; and l?r many fermons, for many 
year:;, you knew his mmd concerning the tn~th and importance 
pf the peculiar ans dill:inguilhing doctrines of our religion; 
and the grief of his h~art, that the gofpel of the grace ·of Go4 
was fo much ckpreciated and defpifed : b4t he confidered him. 
fel f in his fl:ation as fet for. the defence' of it; and, however 
others acted, f thinlt, verily, I may y~nture, as it were, tQ 
prefent Mr. Newman before you on this occafion, takiug 
!eave of you in thofe inflrultive, fi.g,nificant, and awalc.enipg 
words of the apofile; ' And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
.. • • · ' ' • came 
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tame not with excellency of fpeech, or of wifdom, declaring 
unto you the whole counfeJ of God; for I determine not to 
k11ollf' any thing among yotJ, fave Jefus Chrilt and him cru~ 
cificd. And I was with you iu weaknefs anl in fear, and in 
rn~ch tr~1~bling; an4 my fpeec?, and my preaching, w?s not 
with enucmg wonis of man s w1fdom1 b4t in demon1lrauon of 
the fpirit, and in power 1 that vour faith lhould not fiand i11 
the wifdom of man, but in ~he pci'wer of God.' 

Wn.Jt a parent he was his children can befi tell, who blefs 
God they ever h;:id fuch a father, and that he was pleafed to 
continue him to them fo long; and will remember, no doubt, 
not only his cendernefs and affecl:ion to them, but his prayers, 
advices, and example, walking in the truth, and firiving to­
excel each other in prudence, religion, and love. 

What a paHor he was you know, whom he ' fed according 
to the integrity of his heart, and guided with the fkilfolnefs of 
his hands:'-• Takin<Theed unto himfelf and to all the Bock, 
over which the Holy tihofl hath made him an overfeer, to feed 
~he church qf God, whifh he purchafed with his own blood.' 
I am perfuaded, he could ' take you to record, that he was 
pure from the blood of all men;' and ' fhunned not to declare 
lilnto you the w~ole counfel of God:' he took care to fulfil his 
mini!try, and tho4gh ~e had infirmities and complaints, and 
not a few wakef~I and p,ainful hours, yet his heart was in his 
work, and he was ' not flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in 
prayer, ~erving f~e -½Ord.' And he took heed to himfelf, as 
well as his doctpf!e; he was _an example of what he preached, 
that and his life were ofa piece; we fee in him, as well as heard 
from him~ the p~wer and fpirit of vital religion: he could have 
faid to you his pecipJe, and ~o lJS hi$ brethren, ' thofe things 
which ye haye bQ~h learned, aqd received, and heard, and fee.n 
in me1 dQ.' There are preachers offalvation who yet mifs of 
it; chriflian minifters who are not themfelves fincere in reli­
gion; they fhew Qthers the way to heaven, but do not get 
thither themfelves; which is an awful and dreadful thought; 
but he ran fo as to obtain~ was diligent and faithful to 1he 
~eath; and though he was often cheartul in converfation with 
his friends, and fomctimes very fmart and lively; yet he was 
careful not to tranfgrefs the rules of wifdom and religion. 

And i:iow, I know, that ye all among whom he has gone, 
preaching the kindom of God, fhall fee his face no more. A 
icvere dileafe feized him with great violence, and carried him 
oft in a few days. He was one Lord's day in the pulpit, the 
next in paradife; one Lenfs day labouring, the next re­
warded; one fabbath praying and preaching on earth, the next 

• prailin~ 
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pra_ifing and trium?hing in heaven: fo remarkably did God 
au{wer that petition he frequently prefcntcd, viz. ih:it our ufe­
f'.1lne(s might he of equal duratie>n with our lives. He faid 
lmle during his iliort illnefs, and took no leave of his friends 
or family; this mull be, if he really apprehended his danger, 
b~aufe h_e would not grieve them, and cho!e to withdraw 
w:t~out any painful ceremony. Gn<l gave him an cafy 
pafia~e out of the world, and Hopped his breath without a 
groan: he was n,-t cxcrcifed with tedious confinement, waft­
ing ficknefs, or grinding pain; but wai, dead before many of 
his friends fa rntJCh as heard that he was fick ; or had oppoF­
tunity publicly to pr;i.y for his recovery: and what is much 
better, he died while he w;is greatly eHeemed and loved, and 
when he will be mu-eh milTecl and lamented; in full reputation 
and ufefulnefs ~ chargeable w:th no unfeerr:l y carriage, or 
makino- anv indecent fiir in the world; as unblame::ble and 
unble-ri~iihed as mofi, or any rr:iniiler, or man whatever. 
And now he is gone the way of all the worl9, buried in filence~ 
:and covered with the clods of the valley• the opportunity of 
profitin<> bv his infl:ruB:ive fermons, is now over: thole who 
would ~ot" hear him before, cannot now I he will appear 
amongft us no more, to be either encouraged, or difcouraged 
in his Lord and Mafl:er's work. But let him not be for­
go~ten--though dead he yet fpeaks to his children-...,.. 
' Be ye followers of God;' I befeech and charge you 
all, ' as dear chil<lren, and followers of them who throogh 
faith and patience do now inherit the promifes;'-.-. -To 
his brethren, 'Wherefore, be.loved, feeing that. ye look for 
fuch things, be diligent, that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without fp0t and blamelefs. •--And to his flock:, 
' Finally, brethren, farewel; be perfecl:, be of good com­
fort, be of one mind, live in peace, _and the God of love and 
peace fhaH be with you.' 

Mr. Newman was minifier at Salters-Hal!. The oration 
at his grave was delivered by I:>r. Doddriclge. See p. J 96, 
No. xxix. and p. 253, No. xx:i. of this Magazine. 

BISHOP BURNET'S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS QF 

THE F..NGL!Sfl MARTYRS. 

'I"flE LIVES OF ROBERT GLOVER AND f;91P,fEpt1S 
BONGEY, M~R TYR.S. 

RonERT G,LOVER, gentleman, being fick in his 
b:other Jolm Glover's houfe, ac;ainft whom there was 

a w~rrant 
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t1 warrant to apprehend him, on account of religion; Che 
lheri ff and his officers cdming into the faid Mr. John Glover's 
houfc, but the faid John Glover being abfcondcd, they fearched 
the houfc foe him, and found .Mr. Robert Glover lick iri 
his brd; and although they I-lad no w;mant agair1ft him, 
yet they took him out of his heel, and put him in 
Coventry goal, where he continued ten dar, and they had. 
nothing to lay to his charge. . 

But whe,1 ,the bilhop of Lichfield and Coventry; whofe 
. name was Dr. Banes, came to Coventry, Mr. Robert 

Glover was brought before him in one Denton's houfe. 
The bilhop began with this protefl-ation, faying to l\fr; 

Glover, That he was his bifhop for want of a better, and 
required him to fubmit himfelf to his authority. 

Mr. Glover faid unto him, I am not com,e to accufe my(elf; 
what have you to lay to my charge? 

Then the bifhop afked him if he was learned. He faid, 
but meanly learned. The chancellor fl:anding by, faid, that 
Mr. Glover was Malter of Arts. 

Then the bi!hop laid to his charge his not coming to 
churth. 

He anf\vered, that he neither had nor would come at 
their church fo long as their mafs was ufed there, to fave 
(if he had them) five hundred lives; and he challenged 
the bi!hop to fhew one jot or tittle in the fcripture for 
proof of the mafs. 

The bifhop replied, he came to teach, and not to be 
taught. . 

Mr. Glover faid, he was content to learn of him fo far as 
he was able to teach him by the word of God. 

Who {hall judge the word? fays the bifhop. 
Mr. Glbver anfwered, That Chriil: was content that the 

people fhould judge his docl:rine by fearching the fcrip­
turcs, and fo was Paul. And methinks ( faid he) you fhould 
claim no further privilege or pre-eminence than they did. 

Mr. Glover alfo faid, That he was cornent that the 
primitive church next the apoftles time fhould judge 
between them. ' 

But the bifhop refufed it, and faid, He was his bifhop, and 
therefore he muft believe him. 

Mr. Glover faid, If you fay that black is white (my Lord) 
mull I fay as you fay, and believe the fame becaufo you 
fay fo ? 

Then the chancellor faid, He was arrogant, bccaufe he 
would not give place to the biiliop. 

Then 
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Then faid Mr. Glover, If you will be believed bccaufc 
you are a biiliop, why find you fault with the people who 
believed Mr. Lattimer; Mr. Ridley, and Mr. Hooper, and 
the refl of them who were bifhops ? 

The bithop anfwered, becaufc they were hcrctick:s. 
And may not you err l Said Mr. Glovet. 
After Come other difcourfe, Mr. Glover was fent to Coven­

try gaol, and a few days aftet conveyed to Litchfield, 
where he was kept a clofe prifoner without a bed; though 
he was fick; but at latl they gave him leave to provide 
himfelf a bed; and God gave him patience and comfort through 
his daily prayers. 

After Mr. Glover had been two days at Litchfield, the 
chancellor and one of the prebendaries came to fee him in 
the prifon; and exhorted him to conform to the church. 
His anfwer was, That he refufed not tO' conform to that 
church which was ruled and governed by the word of God. 
The chancellor faid, He came not to reafon with him, and fo 
departed. And thus he remained about eight days without 
having conference with any man. 

During which time, Mr. Glover gave himfelf to praye"r 
and meditation on the promifes of God made to all, without 
exception, that call upon the name of his dear Son Jefus 
Chriil. And he daily amended in health of body, and in­
creafed in peace of c0nfcience, through the affiilance of God's 
holy fpirit. 

When the bilhop came to Litchfield again, he called Mr. 
Glover before him : and firil atked him, How he liked his 
imprifonment; to which he-gave him no anfwer. Then he 
endeavoured to perfuade him to be a member of his 
churc'b, which ( faid be) bad continued many years; but 
for your church, it wa'- not known but in the time of King 
Edward the Sixth. 

I profefs myfelf (faid Mr. Glover) to be a member of 
that church that is builded upon the foundation of th~ apoftles 
and prophets, Chrift himfelf being the chief corner-ftone; and 
fo alledged the place of St. Paul to the Ephefians. 

This church (faid he) hath been from the beginning, 
though it bare no glorious fuew before the world, bein~ 
for the moil part under the crofs and affliction, contemned, 
defpifed, and perfecuted. 

The bifuop on the other fide contended, that they were 
the church. 

Glover anfwered. " S11 cried all the clergy aJainft the 
prophets 
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prophets of jer-ufalel)l, faying, Templum Domini, Templum 
l)omini, The Ch

1

urc~,' the Church, &t. 
But whenever fy1r. Glover began to fpeak, the bilhop (aid, 

Hold thy,.peace, hoJJ ~hy peace; I c::ominand thee by thy 
obedience to huld ttiy peace, thou arrrogant proud hererick. 

Then Mr. Gl9ver de/ired ~he bilhop to charge him with 
fome articles, and to ~onvince him with fcripture and good 
learning. . . . 

And the bilhop propoiuiiled fome qHdl:ions : but he re• 
fufed to anfwer; and de/ired he might take his anfwer 
openly. The bithop faid, he fhou!d anfwer him there. But 
Glover fiill refufed, till the bilhop told him that he fuouH 
go to prifon again, and there have neither meat nor drink till 
he had made his anfwer. Then Mr. Glover lift up his 
heart to God, to enable him to fiand to and agree with the 
docl:rine of God's holy word. . 

Then the firll quell:ion the bilhop propofed to Mr. Glover, 
was, How many facraments Chrift has infiituted • to be 
u[ed in his church?, Mr. Glover anfwered, Baptifm and the 
Lord's Supper and no more. 

Then he a~ed him, If he allowed c:onfeffion ? He faid; 
No. 

The bilhqp afked, 'Yhat he. thought of the prefence of 
Chrifl:'s body in the facrament? He anfwered, That their 
tnafs was neither facrifice nor facrament, becaufe they had 
tahn away the rrue in/litution; and when they lhould refi:ore 
it again, then (he faidj he would give his judgment ton• 
cern_ing Chrifi'i. body in the facrament. 

After other examinations, as well in private, as openly 
in the confifrory ( which were not regifiered) the faid Mr. 
Glover was condemned as an hQretick, and delivered to the 
fecular power. 

The Examination of Cornelius &ngey, who fuffered with 
Roher! Glover. 

This Cornelius Bongey was a maker of caps 1n the 
city of Covc:ntry, and was condemned by Radolph, biOtop 
of Litchficd and Coventry, upon the following article$: 

I. Becaufe he did hold, maintain, and teach in the city of 
Coventry, that the prie!t hath no power to abfolve a finn~t 
from his fins. 

1. He faid there were in the church of Qhrift but two fa,. 
craments, Baptifm and the Lord's Supper. 

3. That in 'the-facrament of the Popifu altar w,s- not the 
V 01. III. 2 Q,_ • rea\ 
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real body of Chrifl:, but tl'.e fubfl:ance of bread and wine 
after confecration. 

4. That for the fpace of fever,,! years, he did hold and 
d'efencil, that the Pope is not the head of the vilible church 
on earth. 

Upon thefe articles he was condemn-ed, and deliver~d to the 
fecular power at Litchfield. And the aforefaid Cornelius· 
Bongey, with Robert Glover, \ll'ere both fent to Coventry,. 
and there chained to' one ilake, and burned together in one 
Ii.re, September the 20th, 1555, where they quie.ly and 'wil­
lingly yielded up- their foals to Gvd, in hopes of a bleffed 
refurreltion. 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

For the General Baptifl l'Jagazine; 

S CRAP VI~ 

From Acl:s xvi i. 22.-« Then Paul fl:ood in, tl,e midft of 
Mars-hill, and faid, Ye men of Athens, 1 perceive that in 
all things ye are too foperfiitious." 

I TRUST it will· be remembered that Paul was placed 
before the grand court of Athens, in defence of the Chrifl:ian 
Religion. Now let us obferve how this valiant, this noble 
champion of Divine truth, conducl:s himfdf on the prefent 
occafi.on. 

1. He perfo~ally, plainly, and pointedly addrefres them, 
and that in the language of blame too ; ye Men, however 
great; e:ven'_ye men of Ath~ns; I perceive and charge it 
upon you, t!Jat in. _all things _rcfpcttii1g your religion, 
you are too fupt1Jl.1tzous.. . 

2: Here we fee i:he apofl:le exhibits,; a charge agai.n!l: them,, 
and this is of being_ too fupe,jlitious ;· now asJupcrfiition was 
wrong in them, it will alfo be· wrong in us; let us exarnine 
t~ fubjell a little, chat V(C al~o. may- be upon 04r' guard 
again!l: it. • • , • .. . • 

;The Doclors_ Hammorrd'·and Doddridge· fay1 the word is 
capable of a good as well as a bad fenfe.; ,. 

I think 
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T think Pool's Continuators tell us to this effect, that 
t"here is, or rather has been, an ambiguity in the word; and 
that it has been ufed for religion, or zeal in religion, but that 
it is alfo uCed in a bad fenCe: and that P.iul wifely opens 
his addreCs with this ambiguous word, that he might not 
fcem at firfi to charge it too hard upon the Athenians, who 
:were devout according to their knowledge, but might win 
(hem by gentlen.ts, and draw them by love. Yet the 
reader will obferve that it is a charge againfl: them, and 
a faithful charge too, and Paul will not fail to make it 
good. , 

Superll:ition, according to Dr. Johnfon, is a falfe religion, 
reverence of beings that are not proper objech of reverence, 
a·nd a religion (ifit may be fo called) without;;norality. 

Dr. Harwood fiiles i
1
t, miil:aken devotion, which mull: 

beautifully fit the apofrle in this_ cafe, even wl:}en he was under 
the influence of the utmofl: chanty. 

Brown's S~riptu.re Dictionary makes fuper/litian and will­
.worjhip fynonimous? and define5 __ it an exc~fs· in religion,· do~ 
ino- thino-s not required by God, &c. This alfo fits the fiate 
0 {' the Athenians, fo~ G<;>d. did not require them .to worlhip 
him in the way they did, 1f 1t can be called worih1pping hirn 
~~- -

Button's Dictionary remarks, that fup~r_ftition is geaerally 
,attet1ded with enthufiafin, or rather fanat1c1fm, as is evident iIJ 
Mahommed and many others. 

Lafil y, the R'ev. James Saur in, in his Sermons, tranflated 
by the lat~ Mr. ~obinfo~, vol, v. pag~ 49. faith, " Superfii­
tion is a d1fpofit10n of mind, that mdmes 1,1s to regulate all 
parts of divine w~rlhip, ~ot by juR notions of the S~preme 
Being, nor by his relations to us, nor by what lle has 
condefcen.ded to reveal, , but by our own fancies._. 
A fuperfritious man entertains fantail:ical ideas of God, and 
renders to him capricious worihip;. he not un(requently takes 
himfelf for a model of God ; he thinks that what moil: refem­
blcs himfdf, however mean and contemptable, approaches 
neareil: to perfection; we affirm ( faith he) this ditpofition is 
almofi univerfal." 

REFLECTIONS, 
Jfl. Seeing fupedl:ition cleaves fo clofe to human nature, 

and is productive of fo many evils, let us wifely and pru­
dcnt!y guard againfl: it; and not content ourfelves with a 
~lind and ignorant religion, in pretending to worlliip God, 
without having i':lear ideas either how or why: but being 

• i Q..~ wefu\ 
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careful to have our minds and conduct regulated by _th~ 
Divine word, let us take care that we may be found'among 
them who worlhip God in fpirit and in tl'uth. 1

• • • 

2d. lf duty leads us to convcrfc with th:e firperllitious, the 
vain, or even the vile; let us1 in imitation of 'this· great 
apoltle, take the moll: gentle, mild,· a11d inolfenlivc methods 
that can be C<infiil:eot with truth and faithfulnefs ; as man is 
more eafy di-awn by kindnef-s and love, 'than driven by huma1i 
rigor. Soft words biten prevent ariger, and 'inild· language 
belt becomes fallible man. 

3d Rdigi~n h • evidently of that nat11re that rpere human 
learning, ·w,th all the' re·finements 'of literafor'e, 'will not,_:. 
cannot,-fufficiently guide us in it, without the direclion of 
the llibfe. 

4th: As religion is the greate!l of all concerns, feeing it ex­
tends to the foul and eternity, and as ·the Bible is. die only 
guide therein, may all your readers fay, Oh, my foul, this 
Bible, this volume of divinely infpired tn'.Jth, lha1J • be my 
~aily meat and drink, _and'only guide irt•reJigion. • Then !hall 
tt prove thy' fafe paflport to etc!rnal glery. • To which, dear 
~ir, may the blelfed (pirit of God lead-you and' me', and every 
reader of the General Baptill: Magazine, is t~~ praxer of 
• • Your's, afFe8:ionitely, ' ' ' 

• In the bonds of the gofpel, 
' SMi\ TTERER . 

• ON SPIRfTU~L AND _CARNAL JOY . 

. THOUG!f it is acknowledged br, all? who know t~c, 
riches of tlre1r prefent poff'diions; ancl the glory of their 
future expetl:itions,· that none have that reafon for rejoicing 
which the heirs of fal'vatioq have_;' yet it is al'fo ackhowledged 
and lamented, that thofe expreffions of joy, which appear in fome 
profelfed ·chrifrians, are oftener the unwholefomc 'fumes of 
carnal· mirth, than that tranquil, fweet elfofjon, which has ir's 
birth in heaven, and, like perfumin~ incenfo•, ilfccnds to 
heaven again. That which arifes from -inothing more chan the 
wanton game of fportful paffions, is·giddy, noify, claQ1orous, 
?nd vain; kindled by a falfe fire, exercifed on· a falfe object, 
.nd tending to a falfe end. It is· empty, unfubflantial, tran­
fientw • and- 1hort lived, • and, like the momentary meteor, 
llalhes and expires; with only this difference,· the metoor 
~an,es, and leaves no trace ~ehind: while carnaJ mirth, whcn­
•ver it paffes through the gracious foul, proves noxious to.it's 

• prof penty i 
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profperity; nips the expanding blo{foms of the celellial fruit, 
a,,d, at leait, retanls it's fpcedy growth; leaves a fad blec-~ing 
track, marked with t!1e ruins of comfort, and the wreck of 
peace; while that which is the offspring of divine and ever­
Jafting love, is fpiritual, pure, fieady, fc:re11e, and noble• 
not blown up by the buxom gufis of empty infipid wit; but 
kindled at that immortal flame which burns eternally in the 
happy bofoms of yon frr;iphic fons of light. It's objecl: is tr•c 
infinite fource of unfathomable blifs; and it's end is, to re­
joice in, and glorify him_ for ever. It is real. Ala, ! how 
often <lo our frigid hearts and vo1 u ble tongues betray us into 
a·n infipid, trifling, u~charac1erifiic levity, that is as remote 
from fpiritual joy, as I am from perfection in hohnefs ! 
• I am averfe, as much as any may be, to that forbidding 

a_•ifierity, and gloomy, morofr feverity, that fome, under the 
riotion of chrifiian ferioufnefs, afr;;ll; and rejell it, as con­
trary fo the genius, and repugnant to the defign, of the go(pd 
t'Jf grace, which is glad tidings of great joy, is calculated fort 
a'nd exJ:lorts to rejoicing evermore. And lhould not the 
f1eir1> o( glory rejoice? Joy infpired the celeflial harps, when 
grace began it\ reign: and joy 111all clofe the final fcen~, 
when glory 111all receive it's fons. E verlafii ng ·confolation is 
theirs: and nothing Cure on earth, can glorify their divine Mailer 
more, than to fee chrift:iaris exult and triumph in him. But 
'then it is a rejoicing only in him, that is honourable unto 
l)im ; for there is ~ noily, clamorous mirth, fpringing from a 
vain, unbridled levity, which is of a contaminating nature, 
defiles the Hearts and lips of chrifiians, is not a fpiritua) j,1y, 
but is carnal an4 fldhly, and is in itfelf little lefs criminal 
than that which fwims around the riotous table of the gracelefs 
rev~ller. ·' An,d fad eci<pcriettc:e tells. it is fatal; not only 

- fatal to th_a,t p_t.ire~ unmingled,· fpiritual joy, tkat fl(lWS from the 
·rcanifeltatio_n of Divine complacency, which is it's oppofite; 
hut it el'letvates the foul, cools it's ardour for divine things, 
renders it unfit for, ·reluctant to, and aukward in, the per­
formance of fpiritual exercifes. And alas ! I am pcrfuaded, 
thatchrifl:ians too often fine! a giddy, mirthful hour to be the 
gloomy funfet of their comfort; and that grief and darknefs 
are the fad dowry it lias left them. There is nothing boille­
rous in that jo,, which is imfpeakable, and full of glory : but 
it is peaceful, ferious, and' ferene; and, )ih the gentle ze­
phyrs, whofe winnowing pinions chcar the fultry ether, it's 
f weet reviving· influence refre!h'.·s and cxhi la, ates the foul, 
burnilhes the chrdtian's heavenly hope;· refines, ex;iks :rnd 
fub)imates the afFccl:ions; fans tbc kindling (park~ ol r:li\'i11e 

love 
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l.o\·c, and purges from all that is impure anq hurtful ; as well 
from thole annoyin~ propenlities to evil, as from thofo foul­
diltraltings, Chrill-dilhonouring fears and doubt~, that are 
the enemies of the chrillian's peace, and the bane of his com­
fort; for it is known by all who have had any experience in 
the filiritual life, have felt the power of di vim: grace, and arc 
acqL1ainted with it's operations upon the fol!), thJt there i~ no 
feak>n, in which the faint has a clearer view of the defilemen~ 
and ddormity of fin, and feels a more intenfe abhorrence of, 
and aver/ion to it, than when he is able, from a comfortable 
hope of intcrefl in di v i nc favour, to rejoice in the Lord. Then 
it i;; he puts on Chrifi in reality, rejoices in him, and has no 
.confidence in the fleih: and fhie!Jed by fuch an invincible 
defence, the fturms of temptations alfault his foul ·ju vain; 
the poifoning darts of unbelief rebQund, and pointlefs fall to 
lhe ground. His foul rejoices; his faith, firm as· a rock; 
amid ft the foaming (urge, defies the fpite of all his foes : his 
hopes take wing from earth, and, towering, climb the fl,ies :· 
his love a[cends in flames to heaven: and thofe affections that, 
when fixed on fenfual obje8s, grovel in the dull, now, on 
angelic pinions, (ublimely foar where the beams of funs and 
moons can never r~ch1 And there is that.holy aptnefs and 
readinefs to engage in givine things, w,hile tl)e foul is under die' 
:influence of this p4re and fpirit4al joy, which toe indµlgence 
of carnal mirth utter!vdeprives of: for while the· oue~ falu.,. 
brious and heaithful, 1s a4fpicious to the profperity ofthe foul, 
the other is noxious and injurious, and, fpreads barrennefs and 
leannefs of foul wherever it is known. It is li.ke the nipping 
biafi: of winter to our comforts; makes them iliriv.el, fade, and_ 
often die. Like water to our love, it damps, and, has a ten­
dency, if pedified in, to quite extinguilh the in1m6rtal flame. 
As luxury enfeebles the body, this eri~rvates the chrifiian's 
mind. lf we are cold and ir,artim?,te, this will freeze us more,. 
If in darknefs, this 'will deepen th~ gloom. lfll!loubts dillracl: 
!JS, and fears prevail, this will give them fl:rengrh. If alleepl 
this will make the fad opiate fironger frill. In lqort, it· is in.,. 
confifant with the character, it is injudous tQ the pt;ace, it is 
difnonourable to the name of chrill-ians, to fee thof~ lips that 
£hould be Cicred to the fublimc praifts of Jehovah~ qe_nled, with 
the unhalTowed expreffions of fenfua! mirth1 that fprrngs froin 
the dufl, and in the dufi expires: or polluted with empty 
fumes of futile jefl: and wit, that evaporate from a frothy heart 
thofe inebriating fumes that intoxicate the foul, and turn i(s 
oias towards whatever tile vane of v auity !hall verge. 

It 
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it is excrcdingly unfeemly to fee thefons of glory, mingled 
in one pro111ifcuous croud, borne down 1he npid P.re1m of 
cuf1orn and fdlhion, to haunts of finful pleafures; mean}/ pre­
ferring a fcanty fip of naufeous interc:itlcd dr:gs, to thofc'. 
felicitating fin:ams of blifs auct joy that flow incdfantly 
from che cryfial founta~n of exhaufilefs grace, to wh!ch their 
thirll:y fuuls are every day invited ; pµrL1ing a phantom, that 
can boaft of no cxiflence but in the airv regions of imagin­
ation : for the gayefi hearts confefs ( thofe bofoms where 
reRecl:ion feems alf'l!ofi to have found a tomb) by the deep 
and anxious fighs that often molefi the boafied ph:afurcs 
of the fportful tribes; that it is a thadow, and mofi a lhaJow 
in polfeffion: and however high and lofty proud mir:h m2y 
rear it's· pl umy crefi, a caroufal around the fdl:i ve board, or 
llirt amid/l- the circles of the gay, it is often" a face of plea­
fure, but a heart of pain." To call any thing plea:fure, 
befi<les what flows from that divine, eternal fource where 
cherubs only imbibe their joys, is an arrogant alfumpc1on 
of a name that nothing, in this dark and dreary vale of tears, 
can have a ri"ht to claim. And co behold thofe that profefa 
tD be purfuin°g glory, honour, immortality, and eternal Jifr,, 
hauntin" fuch an empty bubble, that, • when po/Tdr, will 
forely b~dt, and thed forrow and defilement over their fouls ; 
how irrational ! how incongruous! how big with fatal foJ/y r 
- Yet there is an abunda:1t reafon for chriftiar.s to rejoice: 
hut then it is a ~fpiritual j:oy; it is ri.ob!.e, heavenly, and fub­
lirne; a joy that the firange, interrneddleth not with. And 
did we w<1lk more· circumfpeclly; did we thirfl- more for 
it, and properly ef1imate the greatnefs of our privileges, 
we certainly lhoulJ enjoy more of it, and the more we en­
joyed of this, the lefs fhould we long for the drofs of earth. 
Who has fuch caufe for rejoicing as the real faint? S 1uld not 
a crown of life,-an ct:rnal weight of glory,-a fulnefs of 
joy,,-an eternity of felicity, that reither death, ner all the 
powers of hell and darknefs can ever deprive him of 
(while he fiands firm i_n the covenant of the Lord) fill hi; foul 
wich holy exultation? And who that has but an humble hope 
ofhi_s intere/l- in thern, can meditate nn thofe glorious privi-:,­
Jeges, and not feel his ~c'art glow with tranfport, imd hound 
with Joy !-:-A lov,e,"llupendous ! unfathomable!' coeval_ with 
etermty, fix.ed o~ worthlefs rebels !:-- I\ love, fironger m the 
dear aud adorable fo1ma11uel, than fcoffs, or fc,rn, or povertv,• 
or pain, or death's' extremefi: t-0rtures. A love, that pour~d 
_\Vith h·c:avenl y emanation, from his ble~ding heart; thofe 
infinite! y precious iheams, to WJili ·che guiltieil foul frcm the 
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{lains of fi11;.;.....;.A love, that fl:ill is flaming 111 the COllrts- of 
hlifs, and prevalently pleading his pec)ple's ca11fc.-A love, 
that dailv pours thofe fweet, divine fupporting i,1flucncc~, 
that make the fecble!l: faint a conqueror.-A love, that 
o-uards, defends, uph0lds, and guides through all the thorny 
:1azes of this defart world.-A love, that, i11 the prcf<::,1c.:: of 
unnumbered millions, will pronounce them ble!Ted, and 
triumphantly convey them to eternal joy !-Here is a rock, 
on which to triumph and rejoice: a balis firmer than the 
earth's foundations, and he who ouilds on th:s; builds with 
fafety: but he . 

"\Vho builds on lefs than this rmtnortal bafe, 
"fond as he feems, condemns his joys to death." 

N. R. 

A M E D I T A T 1 b N'. 

THE f0llowing meditations lately occurred to me, from 
a view of the great change Ip ring had made· upon the face 
of the earth. The trees are drelfed in the richell attire, to 
attract and pleafe the eye: inhabited by a variety of the 
wihged tribe, finging in lofty fl:rains an anthem to thei-r 
Creator; mo!l: captivating and delightful. The fields are 
filled with corn, promifing a plentiful harvefi; the meadows 
!hewed with copious ~,edundance to fupply the c'attle. The 
air is perfumed with the fw~eteff fragrances ~rom ,expanding 
flowers, to regale and exhilarate the languid fplrits: we·re 
it not for this body of fin and death, one had been put 
in mind of antient paradife. , But alas ! foon will the fcene 
be changed ! The trees undreJTed ; their naked arms and 
bodies expofcd to winter's rage; all their fine .leafy orna­
ments, like tattered garments, cafl: away, trodden under foot, 
or Jriven before the wind. The winged choirificrs will 
drop their warbling notes: the fields and meadows will be 
;;.!l Hooded with te;irs, as if for the lofs of their jl:ores. Who 
can forbear lamenting the uncomfortable change- of almofi: 
an Eden for a dcfulate wafl:e? Methinks what a monitor is 
here for giddy youth, and fadihg beauty! Alas ! m:any 
( c:rntrary to the wife man's advice) are forgening their 
c~e,.tor, becaufe youth is on their fide: anci others priding 
th~, ,tdves, becaufe ( perhaps on) y in imagination) they are 
p,,ffeffed of the charms of beauty. Foolilh mortals ! they 
fo: get that pininc1 ficknefs, deci-epid old age, and death, 
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will very foon change them, as fiern winter will the vei,e­
table tribe. 0 that they were Wife, that they undedl:ood this, 
that they would confider their latter end ! Methinks tQ<', 
what a {hiking emblem this of the chriftian's t.xperience ! 
He, b J. an unerring tongue, is called a tree, a good trer; 
Matt. vii. i7.-A tree of righteoufnefs, Ifa. lxi. 3.-but it 
is too well knpwn, he ba.s his winterl as well as his f1:tmmer 
feafons. It i~ fummer Vvhert Jefus, the Suil of righteoufnefs, 
approaches witti his enlightening; warm, and healing beams, 
to banilh his clouds of ignorance, inflame his luke-warm 
breaft, and heal his wounded fpirit. Then it is that his 
mouth fpeaks out of the abundance of his heart, and like 
the trees in Cummer, the leaves of his profeffion are frefli 
and green. He ihoots towards heaven in holy defires and 
meditations, and fpreads in every brandi of holinefs. The 
wind of temptation is ,iot able to ihake one leaf of pro..: 
fefoon. ,_The cup of his foul runs over with j0y unfpeak­
able, and foll of glory: hence, like the wareliog t.hrong irt 
fommer, he chants forth the praifes of his God; Like the 
b\lfy bee, he improves his {hining minutC'S as they fl )' in 
gathering the fweeteft treafures of the knowledge of his 
God. His prayers are not more frequent than ardent, His 

·words not more numerous than }mportant~ tending to the 
ufe of edifying. On meditation's wing he often foars to 
h,edve11, Every meal (however coarft::) is to him a facrament 
receiyed with thankfgiving, and every facrament an antepafr 
of heaven. ffis Bible is his choiceft treafure: compared 
with, it, thoufands of gold and filver are no bettei: thaq 
drofs; the gofpel it contains has a richer ·perfume than oint­
ment poured forth, and to his tafte, is f weeter than honey 

. or the honey-comb. How delightful is every moment of 
his fabbath's ! How attentively (like Mary at Jefu's feet) he 
fits while the gofpel trumpet founds ! His foul feems caught 
up to the third heaven l O glorious feafon ! 

"His willing foul would flay 
In fuch a frame as this, 

.And fit and fing herfelt away 
To everlafiing blifs/' 

But alas ! how Coon are thefe feafons gone I 
For" e're the fleeting hour is pair, 

The flattering world employs 
Some fenfual bait to feize his tafie, 

Vo1 .. III. 
And to pollute his joys." 

'l R Perhaps 
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Perhaps for a mifplaced afFctl:ion, mifimprovement of fome 
bleffing, or for the trial of faith and patience, and to teach ex­
perience, J efus, the fun of righteoufnefs, withdraws him. 
{elf. Then the God of Ju Hice fcerns to frown; black clouds, 
gathered over his head, fccm ready to burfi. He is now like 
the affi·ighted mariner in a florm, furroundcd with rocks and 
fands ; trembling ldl: the boi{hrous wind of temptation 
fitould drive him from his anchor of hope. Divine medi­
tation's, wings are clipt; and he pores upon his difirefs. His 
words are turned into fighs, his prayers into tears, and his 
fweet harmonious fongs into bitter lamentations. Once he 
could fay," My beloved is mine, and I am his. What !hall 
I render to the Lord?" But now he complains, " My be­
loved hath withdrawn himfclf. 0 that I knew where I 
might find him ! that I knew the pafiure where he feedeth, 
where he maketh his flock to reft at noon! 0 that it were 
with me as in months pafi !'' Hctis now like a fith out of 
it's element. His fins both of omiffion and commiffion ap­
pear mountainous mercies out of fight: hence death is armed 
with terror. Alas! he has now little relith for the word of 
God : his Bible is a fealed book : the precious promifes 'tha_t 
once like golden pipes, conveyed the water of life to his heart, 
now yield him little or no comfort. Ordinances are dry 
breafk The trees, when thaking and roaring with the wind, 
remind one of thi~ winter ftate of a believing foul. But 
comfortable coalideration ! the trees, however weather­
beaten, are not dead ; their root abides, and takes deeper hold. 
The iliock they. have_ felt, and the feverity they fo ffoutly 
endure, evidently prove the inviolable truth of their Author, 
who hath appointed both Cummer and winter, feed-time and 
harvell: fo the fl:orms and troubles the foul in it's winter 
ftate endures, lhall not defiroy, but prove it's !l-ability 
upon Chrift the eternal rock. Then O my friend, it is now 
your Cummer, if yo~r fc~ul be l!k_e a watered garden, !mpi·ove 
the bldfed opportunity, Ill prov1d1ng for a !l-orm which may 
yet go over your head ; and beware of tbofe things which 
may haflen it on. But is it winter with you? Take com­
fort in this conlideration, that every blaft leaves the num­
ber lefs. - In a little tim_e your winters will be all pa!l-, your 
frorms blown over your head, all your clouds f wept away, and 
an eternal Cummer comIJ;lence : 

Celefi-ial milk and honey there, 
Jn every part aboui;d ; 

And trees of paradife appear, 
With fmiling plenty crown'd, L. Y. 

ADDRESS 
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ADDRESS Vll. 

:FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

HERE obferve, ye children and youth, that God, the God 
who m,,de you, and has thus far prderved you, has {hewn 
hiinfdf mindful of your well-being both in this world and the 
world to come: for (Prov. x;icii. 6.) he teaches us to train up a 
child in the way he {hou!d go, and when h2 is old he will not 
,depart from it, • 

So it is the wi11 of your God, oh ye children, •hat you fuowld 
be trained up in a right way. !t i& therefore right and ne­
ceffary that your tende~ minds be early imprdfod with confi­
derations of fobriety, indufiry, and religion; thefe are good 
ways for youth to walk in, and God makes this blelfed decla­
ration, that when they are Q)<l th!!y will not depart from 
them. 

It is thereforn our duty to teach, and your privilege to be 
·taught in this fchool, thefe grand principles :-rfl:. Sobritly; 
that is, fuch a fcrioufnefs, gravity, and calmnefs, that will be 
a great ornament to your character.-2d. lnduflry; that is, 
to be fieady, -acl:ive, and diligent iri your refpecliv•e callings. 
This mufi be very advanta;eous to you through the prefent 
life.-3d. Religig_n ; th.at is, to worlhip and obey God, ac­
cording tQ the rules la:_d down in the Bible, which you are 
here learning to read, this mufi be of great ufe in this world, 
and will lead you to happinefs in the world to come. 

If thefe blelfed confiderations be early grounded in your 
minds, you will be likely to retain them, and be happy in the 
advantages of them, even to old age; which may God blefs 
fo you to this end, for Jefus Chrifi's fake !-Amen. 

ADDRESS .VIII. 
THE facred writer mentioned in our lafl: Addrefs, even 

Solomon, faith Ecclcf. xii, J, \' Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth"-your youthful minds will be early 
imprelfed with fomething; and if they be not fupplied with 
that which is good, they will, from their own Native bias, 
drink in that which is evil from the co~r~ptions with which 
they are daily furroundc<l. Ye happy, ye riling generation, 
there can furely be nothing more prope~ with which to furnifu 
youf youthful minds than fuitable ideas of your Creator, 

2 R 2 Now, 



Now, therefore, Remember, be it imprdfcd upon, and 
reta111ed in your minds that there mult of uerdlity'.be a God 1 

w:'.o is the Creator of all things-and th.tt it is this God who 
created you, and whofe providence feeds and cloaths you, and 
who p,Ac:rves you in life.-This God too, who made your 
hearts, know~ all your thoughts, boi:h good and bad; and he 
v.•i!l bring all your actions, words, and thoughts, good and 
bad, into judgment at the _lafl:_

1
_day. ,))h, 'remember, _wh~n 

vou are tempted to fin, that 1f you_ do !t .xour Creator will lee 
;nd call you fo account for it. 1R.~me1nber too that your 
Creator fills every place, fees.a_pd k'nows all Cecrets, is prefent 
in the d2rkdl corm:rs, and 'iiiuft fee every a8ion. Therefore 
ifyou act or (peak, or think wickedly; God will find you out, 
~d judge yo~ for it. • • - • 

~, t:bt Editor of the General Baptifl Magazine. 

S1R, , 

PLEASE to ir.form the public, by ~he means of the Ge .. 
neral Baptift Magazine, that a collechon was made in -four of 
the branches of the Loughboro' Church on Su11day, June the 
1{J:, for the young Mini!l:er's -{\~ademy,_ by brother .Robert 
Sqiith, of Nottingham, ancl brother Whitaker, ·of l\1~lbourn. 
• /. s. ·4. 
When there was c;ollecl:ed at Loughboro'. 3_ 3. • I, 
• • Qyorndon 7 9 I 

W oodhoufe 2 3 8 
Rqthbey • 1 10 6 

Total • - £. 14 . 6 9 

The General Biptifr Church atB~rton, &c. invited brother 
B, Pollard, of QEorndon, tQ preach, and collechmong th~m 
for the abo~e pu~pofe, June the 8th, • when they .collecl:ed with 
ii chearful liberality thatdo~s_th_e!Jl honoLJr: 

• At B.tlfon 
At Barton 

Total 

I. s. d. 
j O 6 
5 9 6 

£. ·8 JO 0 

A RE-
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.\ REMARKABLE DREAM OF THE LATE DR. 
, DODDRIDGE•s. ' 

WRITTEN BY THE REV. S/\MUEL CLARK, SON OF THE J,ATF 

!>R. CLARK, Of ST. ALBAN's, WHICH HE It ELATES fr,;' 

THE FOLLOWING MANNER; COMMUNICATED TO MI::, 

JOHN COLi.lNGWOOD; BY MR. SHRUBSOLE, AND FROM 
·.MR, HA.1:tRIS, 

TH_E Doll:~~ and my Fath~r had been con,·erfing together 
one evenin{;'; u1)on the nature of the frparate flare, and the pro~ 
b,ability tl:iat'the fcene~ on which the foul would enter upon 
it's'.leavi'ng the body, would bear fome refemblance to thole 
with wbi,ch 'it had 'been converfant while on earth, that it 
might by degrees be prepared for the more fublime happinefs 
of the heavenly world. This, and other converfation of the 
fame kind, probably occafioned the following dream: 

The Qocl:or imagined hirnfdf dangerou11y ill at a friend's 
houfe in London, and after I ying in this Hate for fame time, 
he thouo-ht his foul left the body, and took it's flight in fome 
kind ol'fine vehicle,. which ( though very different from the 
body it had jufi quitted) was fiill material. He purfued his 
courfe till he was at Come difiance from the city, when turning 
'back, and reviewing the town, he could not forbear faying tu , 
h_imfelf, ''how trifling anil how vain do thefe a/fairs, in 
·which the inhabitants of this place are fo eagerly employed, 
appear to me a feparate fpirit.' At length, as he was con­
tinuing, his progrefs, arid though without any certain di­
reB:or, yet eafy and happy in his thoughts of the uni verfal 
prdvidence and government of God, which extends alik.e to 

.di Hates and worlds, he was met by one, who toid him, he 
was fent to conduct him to the place -appointed for his abode; 
from whence he concluded that it could be no other than an 
angel, though, as I remember, he appeared under the form of 
an elderly man. They went accordingly on toget~er, till they 
came within fight of a fpacious building, which had the air of 
a palace. Upon inquiring what it was, his guide told him, 
it was the place affigned fur his refidence at prefent; upon 
which the Docl:or obferved, that he remembered to have read, 
while @n earth, that " eye had not fcen, nor ear heard, nor the 
heart conceived, what God had laid up for his tervants;" 
whereas he could eafily have concei,ed ai'1 idea of fuch a 
buildm6 from others he had feen, though he acknowled~ed 
til~Y were greatly inferior ta this in eleg,u1ce, The anfwer 

' his 



his guide maJe him was plainly fuggelled by the converfation 
of the e\'ening: it was, that the fcene firft prcfented was 
contrived on purpofc to bear a near rcfemblance to thofe he 
had been accufl:omed to on earth, that his ,dnd might be 
more ea/'ily and gradually prepared for thofe glones that 
would open upon him hereafter, and which would at fidl 
have quite dazzled and overpowered him. By this time they 
were come up to the 'palace i and his guide led him through a 
kind of faloon into an inner parlour. The firil thing that 
ftruck him was a large golden cup that fiood upo\1 the t'able, 
on which were embo!fed the figure of a vine and ~l~fters of 
grapes. He !Oced his guide the meaning of- this ? who t.old 
him, i~ was the cup in which his Savio!lr drank new. wine 
with bis difciples in his kingdom ; and that the figure~_girved 
on it intended to fignify the union be1wern ChriWand his 
peopk, implying, that as ihe grapes derive all rht:ir beauty 
and Savour from the vine, fo the fai,ts, even in a ftate c.lf 
glory, were indebted for • their e[hbli!hment and happinefs 
to their union with their Head, in whom they are all corn-. 
pleat. While they were thus converfing, he heard a tap at 
the door, and was infcrmeQ by the angel, that it was. the 
fignal of his Lord's app.roach, 3:11d was intended to pi:epare 
him for the interv~ew. Accordingly\ i1_1 a fhort tim~\ h~. 
thought our Saviour ~tered the room ; and, ~pan his ca{l:.ing 
hirr:fdf at his feet~ he gi;aciouJly pi(ed him ll,P\ and with a 
look of inexpreffible complacency a{fo_red_ l;iirn, of his (avo_ur, 
:and his kind acceptance of his faithful fe,vices • and as. a token 
of his peculiar regard, and the intima~e f~iemllh\p he i_nt~n<~ed 
to honour him with, he took the ,;up1 3:1:1d,, ~.fter dri,nking of, 
it hirnfelf, gave it into his hands, The Docl:o,r would h~".e 
declined it at firfi, as too great an h,onour; but his Lord re­
plied ( as to Peter, in ·relati~n to wi,.lh~n_g" his, feet) " If th.~~ 
<lrink not with me, thou hall no part ~n m~." This f,;ene, 
he obferved, filled him with Cuch a tranfport of gratit1,1,de, l.ove:\ 
:and admiration, that he was ready to fink under i_t. His MaHer 
feemed fenfible of it; and told him, he mufi: le4Ve him f<;>r the 
prefent, but it would not be long before be repeate,d his vi!it; 
and in the mean time, he would ~nd, enough to employ J;iis. 
thoughts in reflecting Oil what h,ad paffed, and in coiucm,-: 
plating the objecls around him. As foon as h~s Lor<! iN,as. 
retired, and his mind a little co~pofed, he obfcr,.ved the room 
was hung round with picl:ures; and, upon ex;amio,ing them 
more attentively, he difcovered, to his great fur'priz.e, that 
th~y contained a hifiory of his own life. The moft remark-. 
:.tL fcenes he had pa!fed through being thus reprcftnted in a 

moft 
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r11ofl li\fcly rnariAer, i.t may eaftly be irr.agined how much this 
wdulcl {hike and affect his rnin<l. The many temptations 
a1td trials he had been expof!d to, and the fignal infiances of 
the Divine goodnefs towards him in the different periods of 
bis life, which by this meam were all prefented at once to his 
view, excitad the firongeil: emotions of gratitude; efpecially 
when he reffeeted, that he was now out of t!ie reach of any 
future di{l-refs, and that all the purpofes of Divine love and 
mercy towards him were at length happily accomplilhed. 
The ecil:acy of joy and thankfulnefs into which thefe reflections 
threw him were fo great, that they awoke him. But for 
fome confiderable time after he arofe, the impreffion con­
tinued· f~. live! y, that tears of joy flowed down his che_eks; and 
he faid, that he never on any occafton remembered to have 
felt fentiments of devotion, love, and gratitude, equally 
firong., 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

To the Editor of the General Bapti.ft JM'agaz.ine. 

SIR, 

J MAKE no doubt it is your wilh, that fuch quellions 
,mly as are calculated to do good to fouls, individual and 
public good, and efpecially for the advantage of the riling 
generation, lhould be propofed in your ufeful Mifcellany. 
Would ,fome of your t,ious and learned correfpondenrs en­
deavour to give an ar;ifwer, as pointed as poffibie, to the fol­
lowing quellio11s, I hope they will, in fame meafure, anfwer 
thefe unfpeakably great and glorious ends. 

Fir ft, \Vhat are the general caufes of declenfton in the life 
and power of religion? 
. Second! y, What is the mofl: efFectual way of promotin~ a 

general fpread of pure and undefiled religion through this 
land? M. M. 

Far tke General Bapti.ft L11agaz.ine. 

TWO PARTICULAR DISTINGUISHING EXCEL­
LENCIES IN THE ANIMAL M.\CHlNE. 

_I. AS our bodies ar:: compofed of flexible materials, 
whereby they arc liable to receive injuries by tco rude a 1hock 
from harder bodies,-and as the humours are alfo fubjcd to 

rec;-ive :ilteratillm from changes of weath~r, irregularitie; in 
diet, 
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diet, and other accidents, it was needful that the hody, hr ... 
tide the power necelfary f0r its perLlrrning all the fu11ttio'ns 
rcquifite in a healthy fiatc, lhould b~ provided alfo With 
,rim· powers, whereby the hurts, and deviations from a: 
healthy condition, might be an;iended and rcllored. 

\Vere there not f"ch a power- in the body, we could 
fcarce arrive at full age in any other than a 'disfigured c0n­
c.htion, and the lofs ot the due action of many parts. Bu:; 
eur Creator has kindly provided, that the body, upon at1y 
WOU!ld received lhould ft1pply a ument, whereby the divided 
parts -are again united, or throw out grt11iulatiom; an~- the 
breach is healed up. Thus a hroken hone is made fir.rn 
again by a callus; a dead part is feparated and thrown 
off; noxiGus juices are dri,·en out by fome of the emuni::. 
tor:ies, a redundency is removed by Come fpontaneous dif• 
charge; a hleeding naturally fiops of itfelf, and a great lojs 
of blood from any caufe, is, in forne meafure, compenfated :by 
a contr:i.cting power in the vafcular fyfl:em, which accom ... 
modates the . capacity of the ve!fels· to the quantity con­
tained. Thus, the Jlomach gives information when the 
fupplics have been_ expended ; reprefents with great ex, 
aB:nefs the quantity and the quality of what is wanted in the 
prefent fl:ate of the machine ; and, in proportion as £he meets 
with neglefr, rifos in "'her demand, urges her petition With a 
Jouder voice, and with more forcible arguments; and for 
it's protection, the animal body is made capable of refifl:. 
ing heat and cold in · a very wonderful manner, and pre-­
ferves an tqual temperature in a burning and in a freezing 
atmofphere. 

2. There is a frill farther excellence or fuperiority in 
the natural machine,. yet more afl;onilhing, more beyond 
all human comprehenfion, namely, a P?Wer to perpetuate, as 
well as to prejerve itfelf. 

A dead fi:atue, a painted lhadow on a canvafs, or per­
haps, a little brazen clock-work, is the fupreme pride of tbe 
;,re of man, his higheil: excellence a1:'d bciafl:. 

On the other hand,, how glorious and !kilful 2n artifice1· 
would he be calkd, coc.1l<l he but make two of there _pieces 
of clock-wo, k, a11d fo contrive the hidden fprings and 
motions within them, that they fuould perpetuate their 
kind, and thus c.untinue- the fame fort ,of clocks in more 
than a thoufand fucceffions down to the prefent day. 

Such i~ the workmanfbip of God ! Such the amazirig 
power of his wili I Such the long re2ch of hiJ forefghr,. 
-~· :,o h.is long ago guarded againft all poffible . deficie1.ci;~~, 

w.10 
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who has provided energy in nature fufficient to repleniili 
the world with plants and animals to the end of time, by 
the wondrous contrivance of his creation, and the laws­
he the11 ordained. 

Not all the u·nited powers of hiiman nature, nor ~ cooncil 
of the nicefi: artificers, with all their ingenuity and /kill, can 
ever form a fiinple goofe-quil or a tulip. Yet 'hltJn cdh protluc4 
man. Admirable effect, yet artlcfs caufe ! A poor, limited; 
inferior agent ! The plant and the brute in this matt~r are! 
his rivals, and his equals too, . . 

The human parent and the parent bird form their own 
images with equal fkill; but are confined by a kind of divioe 
paterit each to his own work. So the iron feal_ transfers it's 
own rigure to the wax with as much exacl:nefs and curiofity 
as the golden one: both can transfer only their own figure. 

Perhaps there is rtot a lily or a butterlly now in the 
world, but has gone thrdugh }ii: thoufaml ancefl_ors .~ and yet 
the work of the lafl: parent 1~ exquifitely perfecl: in fuape, 
in colour, and in every perfeB-ion of beauty: btit it is all 
owing to the FIRST CA USE • 

. -1Vho can know and confider, fays the celebrated Dr. Hunttr, 
the thoufand evident proofs of the aftonifhing art of the 
Creator, in forming and fuftaining an animal body Cuch as 
our's, Without feeling the moft pleafing _enthufiafqi? Can 
we ferfoufly teflecl: upon this awful fiibjecl, without being 
almoft loft in . adoration? Without_ longing for another life 
af~er this, in :-"'hich we ma.y be gratified with the highef~ 
en1oyment which our faclflttes and,natures feem capable ot, 
the feeing and comprehending the whole plan of the Creator, 

• in forming the animal body,' and in diretling all it's opera­
tions? The man who is really an dnatomift, y~t does not 
fee and feel what I have endeavoured to exprcfs in· words, 
whatever he may be in other refpetl:s, muft certainly labol.lr 
under a dead pa_lfy in one part of his mind. Milton 
could look upon the fun at noo1i day without feeing light: 
but the nerves of that organ were i,ifenjibli, 

See an elegant, entertaining, and very in{hua!ve work, 
t•ntitled, Medical Extracts, hy Dr. 'lhorntoi'I, Vol I. Part 2nd. 
P· 2 7· J. F. 

for the Gtntta/ Bcplijl Magaiint. 

ANECDOTE. 
IN. the reign of the licentious ,nd perfecuting Charles lid'. 

tlwre lived at Harringworth, in th~ cow1ty of Northampton, 
V OL, HI. 71 S a Dif~ 
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a Diffenting Miniftcr of the General Baptifl pc1·fu·afin'r1'1 
whofe name was Strphcn Curtis, who followed the hu11,ble. 
and peaceful occupation of a Shepherd i-an occupation ren­
dered venerable by it's antiquity, and refpecl-able by fuch 
names as Abel, Jacob, David, and others; and which cannot 
jua!\' be thought the motl unnatural affociation with that of 
the minitl-er or paftor. The clergyman of the parilh, full of 
the high-Aown notions too generally attendant on his order; 
and, doubtlefs, thinking it the highefl: prefumptic;m in a man 
fo mount the rofhum, without having fpe!1t fome years at 
college, and paffed under the holy hands of a bilhop ; meet­
ing with Stephen one day as he was attending his . fleeqi 
charge, the following humorous dialogue enfued. 

Clerg. Now, Stephen, you are minding your proper bufi.­
ncfs, This is a fpherf fuited to a 

1
perfon of your qualifications. 

But, when you leave the tending of lheep, and take it upon 
you to infhucl: and lhepherd men, you invade a province 
which does not belong to you, and for whi.ch you ai-e in no 
way qualified. _ 

Steph. 'Why fo, Sir? 1 . 

C/erg. Becaufe you, have not b-een at C0Jl1:ge ;-you have 
had no education;-you know nothing of Latin, and Greek) 
and Hebrew. 

_Steph. True, Sir; but is it abfolutely neceffary to be ac­
quainted with thofe languages to be able to infirucl: mankind 
in the doctrines of the gofpel? 

Clerg. Moft certainly. . ' 
Steph. Be fo good, Sir, as to tell me the name of your horfe 

in thefe languages • 
With this the clergyman immediately complied. . 
Steph. Now, Sir, though you have told me the name of your 

horfe in three languagesl you have addedr nothing of impor­
tance to the ftock of my ideas. I am now no better ac­
quainted with the nature or properties of that animal· than I 
was before. ' 

Clerg. Aye, aye, but there are other matters taught at Col­
lege> Stephen, befide the languages. There is rhetoric, and 
logic, and feveral more, with which a minill:er lhould be ac­
qu .. inted, and of whith you arc intirdy ignorant. \Vhy, I 
can prove, by lot,ic, that Stephen Curtis is an aft, 

Sreph. Pray, Sir, how will you do that1 
C/erg. In the following manner : 

An afs hath two Jars, 
Stephen Curtis hath two ears, 
Ergo-Stephen Curtis is an aft. 

Step_h 
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Steph. 0 ! in that way I 'can prove that the parfon ,s a 
de'TJil. 

The devil is black, 
The parfon is black, 
E,rgo---the parfon is a devil. 

This doughty champion of the church, finding that, if 
Stephen were deftitute of fcholallic learning, he was po1Te1Ted 
of common fenfe, and as adroit at the parfon 's weapon as him­
felf; and beiag compleatly foiled, and having nothing further 
to reply, he fpuvred his horfe, and rode off in dudgeon, leaving 
hone!l: Stephen to enjoy his tr'iumph. 

Tradition fays, that t!Ns good man was one of the thoufands 
that [uff:red imprifonme:1t in that profecuting reign; and that 
he was a man of an unblemilhed characler, and much refpected 
in his neighbourhood. The keeper of N .-irthampton prifon, in 
which he was confined for three years or more, induced by his 
good behaviour,_ iliew!!d him much lenity. He would fuffer 
him nccafio~all y to go fccretly home to his family, (perhaps at 
the hazard of Joung hi, place,) relying on his veracity for his 
punctual reti1rn. It is alfo faid, th<lt his wife behaved very 
heroically·on the occafion. When the infiruments of power 
wer!! conducting him to prifon, irdl:ead of indicating over­
whelming difirefs, lhe did all in her power to comfor~ and en­
courage him; exhorting him tq bea,r_ his fufferin5s, in fo good 
a caufe, with chrillian fortituq~ 1 ~nd ti:> be perfuaded that a 
kind Providence would ,a1T1,1redly ta~e care of thofo, in his ab. 
fence, from whoµi he was fo violently and unjufrly feparated. 

• • • ]. F. 

For the General Baptijl Magazine. 

OF TI-JE SUPERIORITY OF MAN ABOVE 
OTHER ANIMAL~. 

AFTER having admitted, in the fulle!l: extent, every fair 
comparijon that can ~e made between mar, and the: moll perfect 
of the other animals, ac:¼,nowledging that hoth have bodies of 
matter organized in many ref peels alike; thflt the bodies of 
b1th are made up of bones, mulcles, and blood-ve1Tels, organs 
of refpitation, circulation, and dige!l:ion; that both have brai11 
and nerves apparently of the fame f4bllance and texture; that 
in both, thofe are the organs of will, of fenfation, and of mo­
tion ; that hoth po1Tefles five fenfes of the fame nature, and 
have 2 rcfemblance in many of their appetites and inclinations; 

s S 2 after 
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' after all thofe conceffions, the inttr11al fa,ulties of the moll 
intelligent of the brute creation will be found, upon a ju(t 
dl:imation, at a prodigious diftanct hmeoth thofe of men. 

The atl:ions of the one feeming to proceed from fht impulfe 
of fomc want, the incit~ment of fome appetite, or fome con­
~rolling fpri 1g within them, which obligci; theri;i to perform 
the fame thing in the fame manner; fa that all ::heir b9afied 
works, tl}c labo~rs of every fpecies, are as uniform as if they 
had been all caihn the fame mould. This appears in their ne1ls, 
j n their ~ells, for all their works which a!l:onilh us, ar~ 
forined by an i•roitah/t nec~ffety, like fhe growing ~f a plant, 
or the cryftalJization of a fa/f. • ' 

Ont raa of the mofl: intelligeflt fpecies neper impropes upon 
a former, nor 011e indi'Vidual upon another. • • 

At the ~11d of the elephanfs long life, what does he know 
ihat he did not know at the beginning? What do~s the young 
,Jeph~t leai-n from· the experience of his father?" 

Even aJtmtion I, th~ir young, the JJlOfl: µniver(.,l and moft 
:amiable part of the character of irrational animals, fcems in.,. 

~ dependent of fentiment and reflecl:ion, and to proceed from the 
fame µind impulje which prompt~ them to build Cuch a kind of 
:pefr, and fit fuch a time on their eggs; for after a iliort pc'." 
• riod thofe young are inti,·ely neglelled, and no trac~s oF ajjeElion, 
or t~e Jmal/efl ltntkr recollel1i1Jn, feems ary longer to fubtift 
'between the parent and the offspring. 1 

How differ1nt is this from the fenf~tici_n of the h1!_1(lan Jpecie? 
where thejtlther and p,olher feel their youth refiored, and 
tbeir exillence multiplied in ~heir children; whom they endea­
voor to turn from the allurements of folly, and by creating in 
their minds a defire of know!ttlge and ufiful allaimrzmts; they 
fave from the wretchednefs of 'l)acaflfy and contempt, attendant 
upon ignorance; who encourage their exertion, fupport therri 
undtr difappoi.ntment, 'whofc c!Juf /;appinef.s depends on the 
projptrity of their ojfspi,,g, an~. who fee! { ke oPf.roacf of age 
~ith,ut fadnefs, wh!le the evemng of their lives 1s hpghlened 
hy the rijing repufalM, of their children. 
• Sometimes with a firong ani! harmonious voice7" man is 
found celebrating, in a poem, the virll(lS of a hero. ' 

At other times, by ~ flroi, of tnr pe.,cil, hf changu a dull 
and flat CIUl'V(lS., into a .~arming perfpet1ive. 
• !:"fer: d'o_wc· (ee him, with_ t~e c~iftl and graver in his hand, 
1Jn1~at111z the marhle, and· z,vmg lift to hrafs. • 
• Ther~ wit~ the p.lurr11r anJ Jiuare, en:di pt a mognifianl 

I'*·~· 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Now do we behold him, by the affifl:ance of a-microfcope of 
his own invention, difcoverin~ new worlds, amidfl inv!Jibf~ 
_otoms, or penetrating tqe fecrtl txercije and jirutlure of a var­
ticular orgaA, 

At other times, by changipg this rnicr1Jfeope into a telejcope 
Jie pierces into the hc:avens, and there contemplates SaturnanJ 
his King. 

Returning home, he prejcribes laws to thefe celejliaJ hodiu, 
_dejcribes their paths, meofures the earth, and weighs the fun. 

Afterwards, direlling his attention towards the more ufeful 
fl:udy of organized beings, he dives into the laws of the ani­
mated fibre, examines the relations of different parts, and by 
an attentive view of their various perfections, he fees. a chain 
formed which cdmprehends the whole. 

But the moflperfetl mark of thegreatnefs of man, and of his 
high exaltation above other animals, is the commera l!e holds 
with his Creator. 
•• Wrapped in the thickefi: darknefs, the re}l of the animal 
creation are ignorant of the ha11d that formed lhem. They 
enjoy an exiltence, but cannot trace the author of life. 

il-fan alone foars to God the principle, and prof!:rate at die 
foot of the thron_e of the Almighty, he adores with the _pro­
foundefl: fentimen_ts of vene.ration, and with the mofi: lively 
irat~tude, the inejfable goBjlnefs that created him. 

Med. Extr. 'tJ1/. I. p. 36. 
J. f'.-

• ?o the Editor of the Genrral Boptijl Maga~ine. 

PEAR S1R, 

lf yo11> think the follqwing _lines :a.dmi.ffible,. the infertio.n of 
• ~hem will oblige • 

Your's, 
R. S. 

Extract of 4 Lelltr-from Bourrz, /..inca!iifhire, May 5, r8oo. 

" YESTER_DAY, at two o'clo~k, P. M. we experienced 
the mofl dreadful fl:orm of thunder, lightning, and hail, at­
tended with a thong S. \V. wind, that has been known in 
this country for many years; fprce a fingle houfe but has 
fulfcrcd • conliderably ·; in many not .t fwgle pane of gh1s 
left, the hail-fl:ones were of an uncommon fize; I ha ,,re teen 
many 9f the fize of pigeons eggs, and fomc as lJrge as hens; 
'ii1deed they had rather the appeaf .ince of frag~cnts of broken 

• ice 
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ice than hail-Rones. The damage done in this linall town by 
breakincr the windows, cannot be lefs than fix or feven hun­
dred po~nds ~ the fruit blolfoms are entirely cut off, and all 
the produchons of the gardens that were .above ground ; the 
corn fields cut a thocking appearance, but as fhc corn is young, 
we hope it will come about again, except the beans, whicfi 
it is feared will be loll. The lightning was very vivid, and 
Iaftrd about an hour. I have not yet heard what damage has 
been done in the fields on the Hock, but fear many lambs, 
&c. mull have been loft. In fuort, the who!e da,!1age done 
in this town and it's l'icinity is at prefe:nc incalculable. I do 
not hear that it was very extenfive in it's violence, as at Falk~ 
ingham an4 Decping little damage wa1:, <ioue." 

IMPROVEMENT. 
" HOW awful :.,rt thou feen, 0 God, when lightnings Hfu,: 

forth, 
And rattling thunders roll abroad, to lbake and tear the e~rfh. 
Thefor~ed light~ings know thy will, ;hey mark thy beck'n .. 

ing hand; 
And harmlefs pafs, or bl~lling kill, as thou doll: give <;om-

ma~. • -
ThOY only art O!Jrfenced tow'r, our help idn thy grac€; _ 
D~fend us in this awf~l hour, and g4ar~ 04r dwelling place.'' 

:J3'ERB.IDqE, 
JL 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A FRIJ;;ND. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

I RECEIVED the parcel, and yoµr very kin~ and 
friend! y letter fo long lince, that I am truly afhamed not to 
have thanked you for them much Cooner. I am much obliged 
by the concern you -exprefs for my welfare: I blefs the Lord 
my health j,; tolerable. . • 

This Jail: winter has been a very trying 011e fo ~11 inv;,ilids 
and old people; and we have had repeated calls from all fid~s 
to prepare to meet our God. But the call is too little attended to; 
1:lie ihings of time and fenfe engrofs fo much of our t~oughts3 

that ( as you j uftly obferve) we feem to forget thofe of eternity. 
Thefc: things ought not fo to be; ancl it is my earnefl: defire 

and prayer to live above the world, and to have my affeclions 
fer on heavenly things, and not on things below. Oh ! that I 
could live more by faith on him who died for me j he does all 

things 



things well, and docs not, indeed, affiicl: w,llingly or grieve 
his children, But our fins as a nation call aloud for judgment, 
and if we will not be Wdrned hy what has been inflicted on 
other nations, we may expet:t to feel the ·av~nging rod more 
ft:verdy than we have yet done. But the Lord reigneth, and 
he has faid in the word of truth, that it ihall he well with the 
righteous; with thofe who are living in his fear: either he 
will keep them from the evil, or he will give them ihength 
iu the. day of trial. 

Therefore real chriftians ought not to be fo anxioufly con­
cerned at the gloomy appearance of the times, knowing that 
nothing can happen b_ut by his permiffion ..yho is the head 
over all principalities and powers ; and can fay to the mofi: 
threatning cala1nity, " hitherto fualt thou come, and no 
further," .. 

I believe prayer is the moft likely means to avert thefe 
judgments which are hanging over our heads; it has done 
wonders in former times, and I doubt not but it will have the 
fame effet:t nuw that it had then : God is fiill the fume. 

"· When Ifra'I was his church, 
\Vhen Aaron was his priell, . 

When Mofes cry'd; when Samuel pray'd, 
He gave his people reft." 

Jefus Chriil: is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever: 
He has all power committed to him, and we cannot doubt 
his love fince he il1ed his blood to fave us from eternal mifery. 
Oh, that I had but more confidence in him. That I did but 
fee him, without in:erruptton, '' the chiefeft among ten 
thoufand, a.nd altogether love! y." 

I a1n forry thac your family !)as ha<l a !hare in the e:1·.'e­
mic d1forJer fo pr~valent in many parts of the country; but I 
hope they are now much better. Thefe things are fome of 
the pre(criptions of our befi: Poyfic1an, (as l have heard a 
good old minilter obft::rve J and he knows what is belt for us. 

J hope he will give you encreafing grace and ftrength for 
your imp·ortant ftation; and that you will have the fdtisfac­
tiun 1.,( feeing more and more, that your labours are not in 
vain in the Lord. Our dear Lord and Ma.fier fays, " tie 
th()u faithful unto death, ar,d 1 will give thee a crown of life." 
" May he enable us fo to run as to obtain." My 1',ve to 
your dear part11.:r. 

I am, dear Sir, in our common Lord, 

Y our's affectionate 

London, April 17, 180a. SOROR. 
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MEDITATION on Matt. xiii. 43~ 

" Then fl1all the righteous fhine forth as the fun in the king.; 
dom of thcit Father." 

1. THESE. words are the condufion of ~he expla~ation of 
a fhiking parable wh~ch our Lord had previoufly delivered in 
the audience of the multitude, concerning the wheat and the· 
tares, which made fuch an impreftion upon the minds.of his• 
difci]iles, that they availed themfdves of the fi'dl opportunity 
to requefl: Jefus to declare it's meaning unto them. How 
happy his difciples in hav•ing fuch an expofitor ! And how 
happy art thou, 0 my foul, in the poffeffion of this ex­
pofition ! 

2. This world is the field i•n which the wheat and the 
tares are now growing promilc-uoully together; and eve_ry 
perfon living is reprefented by one or the other of thefe' 
terms; and I myfelf am either ripening for the g-arner of 
heaven; or growing in the field to be bound up _in fome 
bunJl-eof fi.nf.ul, itnpenitent, and unbelieving Wretches, to be 
call: into the furnace of hell, where there will be '~ weepin"'.' 
and wailing, and ~nathing of teeth." _ b 

3. The righteous, or the children of thi kingdom, as .they 
are called, ver. 38, have not been always poffe!fed of this cha­
racter; becaufe the fcripture, when delcribing the fallen fiate 
af man, fays, " there is none righteous, no not one,'• Rom. 
iii. lo. Th_e whole world is become guilty before God. AU 
have finned, and come fuort of tRe glory of God, Rom. iii, 
19. 2 ~. And the apofik: further fays, when writing to the 
fame people, chap. v. 19. "For as by one man's di.fubedience 
many were made finners, fo by the obed·ience of one lhall 
many be made righteous." This oni is-- Chrift, the Son of 
God, in .whom dwells all folnefs; yea, the fu1nefs of the 
Godhead; by his corn pleat obedience, his obedienc~ unto 
death; wven the death of the crofs : reconciliation was made 
for iniquity, a-nd everlafiing righteoufnefs brought in, Dan. 
ix. 24- The name, the emphatical name, by which he is 
called, is, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jer. 
:xxiii. 6. In his rightcoufnefs believing !inners are exalted, 
and in thi~ t'k•:y boa(!: all the day long. Oh, my foul, happy 
;s thy fta!e if thou art found in Chrii1; thy tranfgreffions are 
forgiven, thy fins arc covered. '' Thou art accepted in the 
::ieloved ;" Gon is thy Father, CHRIST is thy Advocate, and 
th~ HoL Y Sv I Rt T thy Comforter. Tholi art poffdfed of 
grace here, and glory aw<1its thee hereafter. 
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4. But in the prefer,t !late believers ~nd unbelievers are 
mixed together, the fares are lifting up their heads among the 
wheat: yet they mull not be rooted up, but grow together 
until the harveO:; a plain proof that chrifl:ians 'lhould not 
ddl:roy the lives or their follow. creatures; the Redeemer 
came not to defl:roy men's lives, but to fave them, Im per~ 
fecl:ion, • in various ways1 cleaves to the bell: of God's people ; 
their real excellencies are not properly difcerned, and a large 
lharc of reproach from a wicked wor)q often falls to their lot; 
and the frailty of their e~,rthly taber!)aclet groaning beneath a 
load of infirmities, gn:atly eclip(es the ~l<?ries of an immortal 
and heaven-born foul. • 
• ·5; ~The harv;R, when it arrives, will ptoduce an a/lonilh­

ing change, the angelic· reapers, with inexpreffible diligence, 
{hall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend ; the 
proud and all that do wicked] y lhall then be as fiubble; the 
tares ili-!11 be bound up in bundles; there will probably be 
b1,mdles of lyars, and fwearers, apd dn,mkards; bundles of 
prQ.ud imperious: oppretTors ;,ind extortioners; bundles o,f 
half he1rti:d, formal and hypqcricical profelfors; of deceivers, 

• and perfecutors for righteoufnefs fake ; who have, in every 
age, wafted the church of God. Bundles of the fearful and 
u11bdieving, of Atheifis and Deifis, am! of all whofe names 
are not found in the Lamb's book oflife. Thefe mufl: all be 
call- into the lake of fire; and be punilhed with everlafring de­
.firucl:ion from the prefence of the Lorci, and the glory of his 
p~wer, 2 Thef. i . .8, 9. Oh; my foul ! confider how tre-­
mendous. this harveft will be; and what. an unfpeakable bleffing 
if thou art at that time bound up in the bundle of life, 
I Sam. xxv. 29, 

6. But oh how tranrcendantl y glorious does the other part 
of this all important fcene appear : "then lhall the righteous 
{hine forth- as the fun." 0 blelred irate, to which the 
righteous will then be advanced; the !Jn, the mofi luminou, 
and fplendid of all the works of G0d with which we a!·e ac­
quainted, is made the e111blem of the faints in glory. 

Chrifi'will profcnt liiis church a glorious chu:-ch; yea, !iki: 
the fun for glory. No fin fhall {rain it's beauty, no imper­
frltion, bodily or mental, fball tarnilh it's lu!l:re. No affi1c­
tion lhall touch them; no reproach remain upol1 them: no 
.want attend them, no complaint be heard among; them, 110 

tears trickling d1>wn their cheeks, no forrows ovenvhelnaing 
theln, this corruptible mufl: put on incorruption, and thi:. 
mortal put on immortality, and death itfelf be fwallowed UIJ 
in vitlorr. "The L .. mb, which is in the midil of the thrvm:, 

V OL, II. 2 1' ili;iil 
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{hall f,-ed them, :mci fhall le,,d them unto livinz fountains of 
waters, and God iliall wipe .iway all tears from their eyes,' 
Rev. vii. i 1· 

'' There Jefus, like a fun of Cuns~ 
Fills the whole heav'ns with joy ; 

• Pleafure divine, in torrents runs, 
And fwims in ev'ry eye. 

0 ! 'tis a land of firange delight ! 
No metaphor can lhew, 

Joys fo tranfcendant, infinite, 
Which there for ever flow." 

Bar/011 Hymns~ p. 245• 

'io tht Editor of tht Gtntral Bapt!Jl Magazint. 

SIR, 
AS your friend, J. T; has given fame very inilruc\ive 

anf wers to Come important quefiions in our Mao-azine, {hall 
be glad of his judgrnent on the following text, 1 Cor. vii.014. 
which will much oblige, ' ' 

Your's, &c. 
A CoNs'r ANT READE It_-

HINTS RESPECTING THE BAPTISTS. 

JAN. 18, 1640-1, fays M~: Fuller*, "This day happened 
the firft fruits of Anabaptiftical infolence; when eighty of that 
feel:, meeting at a ho1:1fe in St. Saviour's in Southwark, preached, 
that the ftatute in the 35th of Elizabeth, for the adminitha­
tion of the Common~Prayer, was no good law, becaufe made 
by bilbops ; that the king cannot make a good law, becaufe 
not perfea-J y regenerate; that he was only to be obeyed in 
ci.vil matters. Being brought before the Lords, they. con­
feffed the articles, but no penalty was in.flicled upon. them." 
But this is a very imperfect and partial account of this mat_ter, 
as a?pears by the church-book, or journal kept by this people. 

It was not an Anabaptifi: but an Independent congregation, 
though there might be Come few among them holding ;hat 

• Church Hift, book xi. p, 172,, 
opinion 
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orinion. They met in Deadman's-place. having at that 
time one Mr. Stephen More for their pallor; and being 
affcmbled 011 the Lord's-day, for religious worfuip as ufual1 
thoug;h not with their former fecrecy, they were difcovered 
and taken, and by Sir John Lenthal, the madhal of the 
King's-.Bc.:nch, commit:ed to the Clink Prifon. 

The next morning fix or feven of the men were by an 
order from above, carried up to the Houfe of Lords. It was 
alledged againft them, as Fuller fays, that they had preached 
againfi- the king's Cupremacy in eccleliaftical matters, and 
againll: the 11:atute of the 35th of Elizabeth, that efi:ablifues 
the Common-Prayer, and forbids all a!fembling for religious 
wodhip, where it is not ufed. 

The Lords cxamin~d them firiclly concerning their princi­
ples ; and they as freely acknowle_dged, that they owned no 
other head of the church but J efus Chrift; that no prince had 
p-:>wer to make laws to bind the confciences of men; and that 
laws made c.ontrary to the law of God were of no force. • 

As things now flood, the Lords could by no means dif­
countenance thefe principles; and therefore, infl:cad of in­
f\ it1ing any penalty, they trnated them with a great deal of 
rc.:fpecl: and civility: and fome of the houfe enquired, where 
the place of their meeting was, and intimated, that they would 
come and hear them. And accordingly three or four of the 
peers ·did·go to their meeting on the Lord's-day following, to 
the great Curprize and wonder of many. The people went on 
in their ufual method, having two fermons; in both which they 
treated of th0fe principles for which they had been accufed, 
grouiw,ing their difcourfes on the words of our Saviour, " All 
powef'is given unto me, in heaven and in earth." After this they 
feceived the Lard's-fµpper, and then made a coll,;ction for the 
poor; to which the Lords contributed liberal! y with them ; 
and at their departure fignified their fatisfaetion in what they 
had heard and {een, and their inclination to come again. 
But this made too much noife, and gave too great an. alarm 
to the mob, for them tci venture a fecond time. And per .. 
haps tlus was the firfl: diffenting meeting ~hat ever had fo 
veat an honour done it. 

This church, as appears by their records, was conllituted 
about the year 1621. The firfl: pafior thereof was one Mr. 
Hubbard, o,. Herbert, a learned man, of epifcopal ordina .. 
tion; who hav:ng left the church of England, took upon him 
the pailoral care of this church, and with them went into Ire­
land, and there died. They returned again into England, 

2 T 2 • and 
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and fettled about London; and chofe Mr. John C';mn, 
(famous for filling up a Bible with marginal 1iotcs, tnu1:~ 
valued to this day) to he their pall:or; who attended th~t 
frrvice for fome time, and at length, ~itp fome of the mem­
pcrs, kft the church, and went to Amficrdam, ~11d there con­
tinued with ~he E"ngli{h churca many ye-ars: allc\ thpugh he 
c:i.aic i.1t0 E:igJarqd af:erward~, yet he returned to Amfier• 
dam, and there died. • After his dcc-ea(e, the church her(; 
chafe Mr. Samuel How, who was a B.1ptill-, though his pre.:. 
decdfJrs were not; for this church feems from the beginning) 
or at leafi very early, to have kept mixed c.omm i111ion: • ' 

He ferved in this minifiration about feven years, and died 
very much lamented. In his time they were perfecuted.1:-c­
yond meafure by the clergy and biihops courts; and he dy-: 
ing under the fentence of excommunication, chrifiian burial; 
as it was termed, was denied him; ancl a confrable's guard 
fecured the. parilh ground at Shoreditch, to prevent his being 
buried there. At length he was buried at Agnes:.:Je-Cleer ~ 
and feveral of his members, according to their defrre, weri; 
afterwards interred there a1fo. He wrote that liftle book {c) 
·often printed, called, " How's Sufficiency of the Spirit's 
teaching, &c." and was very famous for his vindication of 
the doctrines of feparation ; and both he and his people were 
much hara:ffed for 1t by their ene~ies, and were forced to 
pieet together in fields and woods to avoid them. It was 
fome confiderable time after hi·s deceafe, ·that the church chafe 
Mr. Stephen Moore; who was their pafl:or ~hen rhe'difiurb­
ance happened which is mentioned by Fuller. He feems to 
have been a Pi,;dob~ptift; had 'been a deacon of their church, 
as appears by their records ; was well gifted for the work of 
the miniftry, ;uid a man ofgodd repuption, and-polfeifed of an 
~fui.te. •• • • 

It cohtributed ·not a li_ttle to the increa.fe eif Anti p-:tdobap".' 
tifm _ in thek times, that fome of the ·greatell writers for 
reformation fpoke favourabtyof that opinion, and the reafona­
l>lenefs of granting iiberty ~o~o1e tha.:·helq it. 

For /he • Gtntral Baptijl ifagazin,. • 

S U M M E R. 

HAIL LweJySommer, q1Jcen·offeafor1s, hail! 
ij:e wl'iere lhe.lbines from tMt cclefl:ial clbuJ, • 
Which flow dcfcends, with heavenly treafurc~ fraught; 
•. ~w 
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Now walks the meadows o'er with dewy fieps, 
•With· rofy fingers, fcattering fweetefl: fcents, 
Aud flinging baltny odours through the air. 
The gardens now afford a f weet repaft, 
And call to early rifing: nature here, 
Rubed in her bcfi attire, with liberal hand 

Brings forth the rich variety to view: 
W antons ancl plays, and waves her balmy win~ 
Dropping with myrrh--
Here l'ovdicfl: flowers raife their exalted heads, 

• Or blulhing near the fur face court the eye; 
Open their beauteous boforn~ to the fun, 
Glowing with gold, or various colours rnixt, 
Form brilliant contrafl:s, and delightful fuades. 
\Vh1ch way I turn my feet or roll my eye, 
New fcenes attract l!JY fight, and fl:rive to pleaf.e 
The mind infatiate: htre thefpacious lawn 
Wide fl:retching forth in rich embroidery drefi: 
Violet and primrofe pale, delicious Rowers, 
With cry.Ila] rivulets flow gliding through; 
J..,qfing themfelves 'midfl: fragrant woods and groves, 
Breathing fweet infence: here I fund and gaze, 
And drink f1,11l draughts of blifs, yet thirft for more. 
'!'he larks loud mattin hails the-riling day:-
The thri.dh, the blackbird, from the neighbotiring cops, 
With·birds ofleffer fame, fill the gla:cl air , 
With notes melodious, and •mine·ear With joy. . 
• See where the well-train'd vine fl:retches her arms, 
~nd grafps luxuriant- o'er the funny wall : 
Beneath the foliage green clofe hid appears 
The embryo fruit, promifing autumn1s cn~p, 
And fills the hufbandman wi'th lecretjoy. 
This fweet rec~fs with mingled heauties-bleO-, " 
Paints to the fancy that delicious fpot 
Where 1he firfl: parents of the human race 

,, In innocencef~ent their convivial hcurs, 
E're dr~aded {111 rais'd his detcfred head, 
And that of the whole creation: direful fong­

Thro' the calm air defcend tl,:e ftlciit dews 
Soft without preffure ori the gra·ffy fµires: 
And the young harvefl: drinks fupplies from 'heaven: 

The rifing fun wi'th horizontal beams 
Gleams o'er the thining fields:· now gazes '~ot. 
From his high throne, feeds on the-pearly dro?s, 
,Ana in e~change dares down his vital warmth: 

Tli::: 
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'fhe embryos kernel feels the foll:ering ray, 
'fill the full corn fwells every wdl-fill'd ear; 
J\nd yellow harveft fuines frolll field to field. 
• Now from the humble cottages obfcure, 
Where peace and fweet conte,1tment mix .ind rcian 
'The brawny rull:ic~lfue forth, each arrn 'd 

0 
> 

\\Tith glittering fcythe, and at his fide the fcrip, 
Straight to the defl:in'd field they {hape their courfc; 
,\Then there arr1v'd, with f weeping {hoke they cut 
The Cmiling herbage; flowers of va1)ous hue 
Unheeded fall before the fui11ing fieel. 
Clofe at their heels a fem;;le troop,appe,ars, 
Jn virgin majefty and modell:, pride, 
Sweet blu{hing ; who, with nimble action, fpread 
The fading foliage o'er thelevell'ci plain'; 
Then rake in many a row, fn,m fide to fide, 
Now raife in little heaps, with tripr,ing (peed, 
And graffy hillocks croud the laughing meaqs. 
Creation now appears in lovelieil: drefs : 
I,;i paradifaic beau,ics veil'd, £he faiiles. 
Surrounding hedges charm tbe ftr aying eye, 
Glifl:ering with white, or gay in crimfon dies, 
Hawthorn and rofe, and lioney-fuckle fwett. 
The trees full plum'd, with verd'rous beauty clad, ' 
Form leafy arches fair, of cool recefs; 
Wave to the wind, and fmile in living green. 

The fun looks down from h_is imperial throne, 
Ticrces the deep receffes of the earth; 
Millions of beings feel th' enlivening ray, 
Burft into life, and throng the vital air. 

Tbe well-fet orchards and prolific fields 
Ripen a-pace their fruits for ufe of man, 
And f1,1rnilh matter for autumnal fong. 
0 that fome happief bard. woµJd foi?,e the pen, 
And fna~ch the fubject from ~)' ft;:ebl~ mind, 
T-J-, N- H-, orelfe Man\lius, while I, 
With weaken'd nerves, and brow cover'd. with fweat, 
Toil under burning funs for daily breacl, 
Yet not reluctant, but of willing mind. 
Soon £hall thefe toils and labours all be.o'er, 
And worldly cares perplex my mind no more; 
5oon fhall I join the happy choir above, 
In their fweet anthems of redeemina love: 
To fee my deare!l: Lord, and ling hi~ praife, 
With faints and angels throuih eternal days, 

B. 0, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

ON Tucrday, Wednefday, and Thurfday, the 24th, 25th, 
and 2eth of Jail month, (June,) was the annual Affociation of 
the New Connection of General Baptill-s, at Spalding, in 
Lia~olnlhirc. 

Brother D. Taylor, Chairman. 

Brother J. Bartol; and } • Moderators. 
Btother W. Taylor, 

Brother ~- Burgefs, and } Scribes. 
Brother 1 . Ewen, • 

B~finefs was opened by prayer at fix o'clock on Tuefday 
evenmg. • 

In order that brother T. Ewen might be confidered as a 
member of this Alfociation, it was firft agreed to enquire whe­
ther the churches confent to the admiffion of the church at: 
March into our connec.1ion. But at this early period ef the 
bufinefs, no information on the fubjecl: had arrived from 
fourteen churches_; and one demurred on account of an 
omiffion of one article, ( on.the divinity of Chrifr,) in the pro­
feffion of faith,· fent from the church at March. The conclu­
fion was therefore deferred till the followii;ig morning, when 
it appeared that another church demurred on the fame account. 

• Brother Ewen, however, gave· fuch information to the 
Affoci<ition on that fubject, as was fatisfacl:ory; and the 
church at March was received, and put on the lift of the united·· 
churches. 

Met again at feven o'clock Oil w ednefcla y morning. Bro­
ther Atterby prayed, and the fiates of the churches were read. 
At half patl- ten o'clock public wodhip was begun. Brother 
W. Felkin • prayed, and Brother R. Smith preached from 
1 Co. i. 18. n For the preaching of the crofs is to them that 
periili, fooli!hnefs ; but unto us who are faved, it is the 
power of God." - At half paft two ·in the af,ernoor:, 
public wor01ip recommenced. Brother J. Freefton prayed, 
and brother D. Taylor preached, from Rom. xvi. 3. "Greet 
Aquila aud Prdc:i!Ja, my helpers in Chrifl Jefus."-At h"Jt 
pall: fix in the evtning, public woriliip opened a third time; 
brother E. Whitaker prayed, and brother J. Deacon preached, 
,frorn Rev. xxii. 21. "The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifi be 
with you all, Amen." Ahc.-Nards attended to AiloLiation 
Liu!ineis; and <:~ntinucd it throughout tbe next day. The 

prog•Lfs 
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progrefs will be feen in the minutes of the AITociation, which 
will foon be publi{hed. 

Agreed, that a letter, recommending the General Baµtift 
Academy, and requell:ing proper perfons to receive fubfcrip­
tions for the fupport of it, be circulated as e.xte11f1vely as may 
be through the medium of the General Baptifr Magazine, 
and the printed minutes. Alfo that forne feµarate copies of it 
be printed for the purpofe of private circulation, among our 
correfpondents in difl'erent parts. 

A lift of the perfons who are reque!l:ed to interefi them. 
frlves in favour of the General Baptifl: Academy of the new 
ConnecHon, and to receive fubfcriptions for the fupport of it, 
here follows ; and the letter is intended to be publiihed in our 
next Number. 

A lift of perfons requefied to interefl: themfelves in favour (!)f 

the Academy, eflablilhed by the new Co1111edion of Ge­
neral Baptifts; and to receive fubfcriptions for it's fupport: 

Rev. Mr. D. Taylor, London-a.nd Mr, Willial]l Shenfion, 
No. 18, Rowland's-row, or Mr. Jarr..es Taylor, No. 15, 
U niwi-ftreet, Bilbopfgate-frreet, 

Re-v. Mr. John Kingsford, Deal, Kent. 
William Kings.ford, Efq, Canterbury. 

Rev. Mr. Hobbs, Chathal}I. 
Rev. John Kingsford, Portfea, Hants. 
Rev. Mr. Aldridge, Lindhurfl: 

Mr. Williarn Woi;-ndl, Downton, Wilts. 
Rev. Mr. Jones, Trow&ridge, Wilts. 
Rev. Mr. Birley, St. Ives, Hunts. 
Rev. 1\-ir. Ewen, March. 

Mr. George Y"rk, Wi1beach. 
Mr. William Stanger, Fleet, Lincolnlhire. 

Rev. Mr. Bartol, Spalding, Lincolnihire. 
Rev. Mr. W. Tayior, Bofion, Lincolnlhire. 
Rev. Mr. Samuel Wright, Peterborough. • 
Rev. Mr. Jofeph Binns, B.ourne, Lincolnihire. 

Mr. John Clarke, Mercer, Goilierton, Lincolnfuire. 
Mr. Richard Greff well, Mercer, Burgh. 
Mr. Jofeph Dent, Maltay, Lincolnihire. 
Mr. Robert Healley, Louth, LincolnCbire. 

Rev. Mr. William Atterby, Killingholm, Lincolnlhire. 
Mr. George Francis Kirton, Lind fey, Lincolniliire. 

Rev. Gilbtrt .Bo1ce, Cuningiliy, Lincolnfh1fe. 
Rev, 
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Rev. Benjamin ~o.llard, Qyorndon, Leicefieriliire. 
Rev. John Dcacc:ln; Leit'efier. 
Rev. SJmuel Deacon, Barton, Leicefierfhire. 
Rev. Richard Thurman, Wimelwould, Lcicell:eriliire. 
Rev. James Taylor, Derby: 
Rev, Edmund Whitaker) Melbourne, Derbyfhire. 
Rev. Thomas Pickering, Cafile Donington, Leicefierthire. 
Rev. Robert Smith, Nottingham. 
Rev, Jofrph Freefione, Hinckley, Leicefler1hire. 
Rev. Jofeph Ellis, Halifax, Yorklhire, 
kev, John Taylor, ~eenfuead, Yorklhire. 
Rev. William Felkin, Kegworth, I;eiceftedhire. 

ON June :z~th, ~he Rev. J. Euns. from_ London_, preached at the G~eral 
Bapcift Meeting Houfe, at ~orodon, Le1cefterf!11re, for the benefit of the 
Sunday Sc-hool, lately eftablifhed there, on a new and improvt:d ,,Jan. The 
te,ci: was" Good hope through grace.''. Tl:eferrilon was well approved in gene­
ral, and rtie collection amounted to 131, 4s, 7d. e,ccJuiive of the regular annual 
fubferiptions, 

PEACEFUL PEATH OF SISTER JENT, 
THE arrows of death are Aying around us and· many of 

our friends are falling victims to his all.;;conqueting arm. 
lt therefore be(omes us to fiand on the verge· of the grave, 
and with filent reverence to lifien to that foiemn admonition 
which is addrelfed to us, " be ye alfo ready !'' While fucll 
fcencs prefent themlelves to our view, nothing can impart 
greater fortitude and fweeter feretiity to the foul ,_than . thi$ 
confideration_, that our friends and fellow~travellers who 
laboured under .the fame . infirmities1 and frruggled with 
the fame fears as we ourfelves do,-fmilea iri the agonies of 
death,-and; through the grace and righteoufnefs of the Lori 
Jefus CmriH, triumphed over the !aft enemy. This was re­
markably verified in the happy death of our dear fifier J en4 
member of the General Baptifi Church at Longford, who did 
the latter end of June; I 199, in the 3 jth year of her age. 
All we with to fay is this, that we have folid and rational 
uound to conclude, that ilie was a partaker of the grace of 
God, and that Chrift was formed in her the hope of glory, 
On her death ~ed £he was very happy, placing all her hopes m 
the great Mediator: triumphing, to her dying ddy, in the blood 
of the L.imb. Here let the young, the_thoughtlefs, an<l the gay. 
paufe, re Reel, and learn to die. Here the advantages of I nie 
faith In Chrift are to be f-:en in all their charms! and here let 
the pt-o(ane behold, the awful contra{t between the death of the 
1ighteoliS and the dea(h of the wicked. The wife lhall inherit 
1lory, but fl1amc fhall be the promotion of fools. Prov. iii. 35. 

V~.1.. 111. 2 U SACRl:L'l 
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SAC.RED POETRY. 

The Benefit of A.flliRio!. 

Job 5, 6, 7, 8, 

WHEN huge affiielions ·prefs me 
down, • • • ' 

And forrows make my nature groan, 
Where fuaH l find relief f • 

i'll bow myfetfbcfo~ my God 
~nd humbly kifs the facred rod, 

Till he aff'u:igc my grief. 

My numerous fins will l confefs1 

4nd own in e'fery fore diftrefs 
• The Lord i·s good and juft: 

For by n:perience l haye found 
Affliclion~ fpring not from the ground, 

Nor troubles from the duft. • 

~o fure as !parks from burning fin:,· 
By native force will ftill afpire, 

And npwarrl wing their way ; 
So furely man ls born to pain.; 
Our common lot i1 to complain, 

~hilc here on earth we ftay. ' 

Nor is tile caufe (o hard ta tell, 
5i.ace from the Lord we bafety fell, 

And left the four~ of blifs ; 
Bow can we hope for joys ferene, 
While 1in the monll:er lurks within, 
• That rr.ent of cliilrefs ? • 

To Jefus then I make my 111oan :-
0, plead my c.ufe before the throne, 
• 'Thou hat\ the F at:ber' s ear : 
iince thou for fflF did•ft uudertake 
~ fuit is gain'd,"""'thy blood did ~ate 

Aioncmi:ai at his bar, • 

{);i t.he Parti'!g of Chrijlian 
Friends. • 

~REN par~ng we'll u~ite to praife 
Th~ Father of our head ; 

Whore tiD\ltltec:ius hand through all our 
Jiays, ' 

<Jivca Ill Clllr ~iily broad, 

Our fouls arc likewife richly fed , 
With Jcfu's ron!bnt trace• ! 

While tlJrough the dcfart we ;re leif 
Fair Canaan to polfefs. • 

A mecti ng tliere a.all then be1in, 
Of all the lloly leed; ' 

Who round the throne lhall lhout and 
fing, · • ··:: 

From pains of parting frc~•d, 

The ~omjorts ef Religion. 
' • . . . ~ . . . 

0 BLEST ieligfon, heavenly faid 
Thy kind, thy healing power, 

Can fweeten pain, alleviate care, 
;'!Id gild each glop~y hour. 

When difmal tho~ghts and l:iodingfear, 
The tremltl;,ng heart invade; • 

And all the face of nature wetll'S 

An uni verfal lhade : 

Thy facred diCtates cau affuag~, 
Th~ tem'peft M the'foul ; • 

And· ·every feat lhall lofe 'it's rage, 
At thy di vin~ controul. 

Through life's bewildered, dreary way, 
Thy hand unerring leads ; ' 

And o.'er the path, thy'heavenly ray, 
A cheering lull:re llieds; ' 

When feeble reafon, tir'd and bijnd, 
Sinks helplefs and afraid ; 

Thou bleft fupporter of ·the inind, 
How powerful is thy aid-I 

Then-Jet my heart confe,fs thy pQwcr, 
And find'thy fweet Teli~f; ' 

To brighten every glodmy hour, 
And (Qften every grief, J 

AJJ Hymn, compofid on on ·open• 
·;,,,, a /mall Meeting.Hoi;fl, , . . i 



at Milr End, June 12, 1800 

by the R ·u. M'r, D. Taylor. 

BRIGHT feraphs ftrike your lyre!, 
And aid l>ur lips to ling : 

Emmanuel's caufe the theme infpiree, 
And wakes each tuneful ftring, 

We raife in his dear name, 
This manfion for our God; 

Omay the fpirit's facred Aame, 
Be now defuPd abroad ! 

Though mean the refidence, 
For fo divine a Gueft ; 

Here, deign thy bleffings to difpenfe, 
' And here take up thy re!l, ' 

Sinners invited here, 
~hall fee thy gt:1-ce difplay'd ; 

Refcu'i n-om Satan's hel!ilh fnare, 
The fons of God be made. 

Here, faints, your burdens brin,, 
And caft them on the Lord; 

Suftain'd by him, your fouls fhall ling, 
" Hovi- precious is his word ! " 

Great God ! regard our pray 'r, 
' This fmall beginning blefs ; 
And may thy fervant's labour here, 
'· Be crown'd with great f11'cefs, 

frefh temples lball ari(e, 
• Till our blell: eyes behold, 
Jleneath the concaTI: of the lkies, 
' • one Shepherd and one fold. 

' ' MANILUS. 

Ija. i. 18, 19J 20. 

;HARK ! o my foul ! the Lord doth 
1 

' ·c~lll • 
How cnarming is his voice ! 

;f:leiloops to reafon with a worm ! 
' Let every heart rejoice. • • • 

'My fins as fear let are, I know ; 
• But he wil: make them white: 
;My crimfon 11:ains lhall be as fnow, 
.. Thro.ugh mercy infinite, 

•• If you be wi!lillJ and obey, 
Tly; gofpel which I give;· 

Your fins lhall all be done •Wf6/• 
Your {guli fo1 ever live." 

But i( you ftill rejel\ my word, 
And trifte with my grace ; 

Deflrullion with her keeneft fword, 
~hall drive you from my face."· 

Lord I obey! no more rebel, 
'Gainll: goodnefs fo divine! 

Save me from tin, fave me from hell, 
And feal me ever thine. 

Help me to live as in thy tight, 
To do thy will below; 

' nd .when my foul dlfl~ take her Aig~t 
M>y the to clory go, 

~ 

Living hy Faith. 

By~ Young Woman. 

H.H. 

MY (c-.. !, by faith's affiftance, looks 
Up to her native fl<y; 

And with divine compofure waits, 
Till Chrill: lhall bid her Ry. 

Supported ~y the power of faith, 
• l travel on my way ; 
And hope, through grace, I lhall ar­

rive, 
At realms of endlc(s day. 

Though fetter'd in this gloomy vale, 
And clogg'd with ftelh and fin, 

Faith gives me wings and firength to 
rife, 

To liberty diviae, 

I find a thoufand dangers ftill, 
Attend the heavenlv way; 

But faith invigorates rily foul, . 
Te walk without difmay. • 

In vain the powers of earth and hell, 
O~pofe the fons of God ; 

Thev gain a vi£tory over all, 
Through hith ia Jefu's blood, 

Wh,tever trials I endure, 
My faith be prrfent ftill ; 

Till I my blelfcd Jefus fee, 
On Zi_on_'s flowery hill. 

Then fhall I know, a1 I am known, 
And live by faith no more ; 

But ftand before my Saviour's thione, 
To-worJhip and adore, 

M. S. 



iACR!D l'0!1'R.Y, 

f"o ri,, Edito,. of /be G. B. M, 

SIil, 

As almoft every fun-ounding objen is 
capable of being improved to fome 
fpiritual purpofe, l here tranfmit to 
you a few thoughts on ll Watch, 
in that view ;---if they contain 
sny thing worthy of notice, you are 
at liberty to infert them in the 
G,B.M. 

P. S. 
The WATCH. 

THIS little wonderful machine, 
Thus exquifitely wrought; 

How often is it heard and fcen 
Without a ferious thought. 

While man to make it thus compleat 
Hath art to nature join'd I 

There's fomething in the lkilful work 
Inftrullive to the mind. 

It meafur-es o'er the h.9urs and days, 
It lbews how fwift they fly; 

Aod urges this important point, 
Am I prepar'd to die ? 

-My {oul, this monitor furvey, 
Ana be this theme thy choice ; 

Not merely to admire it's pirts, 
But liR:en to it's voice. 

A lb-iking Jeffon it affords, 
When ferio,4ly apply'd; 

It lhews how faff: my minutes llow­
J uJl like a willing tioe. 

Thus when I view the circling hands 
Perform their deilin 'd roun~ ; 

Is pious zeal t' imfr<H'e my time, 
Within my bofom fo .. nd·? 

And in my wakeful midnight hours, 
When beating o'er my h.ead; 

Still it decl.ares that time revolves, 
And foon 'twill all be lleci. 

IMPROVEMENT. 
While thoughtlefs 1Ran is prone to fpo• 

With TIMI'. upon his hands, 
Unconfcious of its fpeedy flight, 

And how unfafe he ftanj;, 

.Here m.::y I all a wifer ~art, 
And walk in wif<lom's way.s; 

To ccle:.rat< ~ht g.,<>dnef,, Lord, 
In ever grateful br,. 

7 Tis an irnpo:-~::int ,Nork t' improve 
Our momencs as they run ; 

To aflc what m,,;'ves [wly ,he foul, 
What works o"r h1nJs h.ivc done, 

Here,.make, my foul, ~ folcmn pauk 
And falthfolly enquire; 

What is .it l fupremely love? 
To what do l afpire ? 

Lo the vain fcencs that e_arth affords, 
My grov'ling foul confine ? 

Or d.o I tri11mph in thatc grace 
Which proves its fource divine ? 

That grace dellgn'd to refcue man 
From e1'erlafting woe, 

And raife him to that l,lifsful lhtc 
Where d>dlefs pleafures /tow f 

That grace, which conqoers love to nn, 
Unites the heart to God ? 

Which wafi:s the dying martyr's foul 
To its Divine abode ? 

Lord may I with an ardent zeal, 
Eternal things purfue f 

And rife, when time ihall be no more, 
To glories ever new. 

= Chr~ft's ViElory proclaim'd; 
Or a Song of Praife for the glorious 

Refurlelli_on of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefos Chnft, For the Lord's-day . ...., 
The Lord is rifen indeed. 

LET us on this fabbath, this facred day 
· ling, 

The viltotiouf rifing of Jefus our King', 
He vanq11iih'd both doath and tte powers 

of the grave, 
And now to the utmoft he's able to fa ve. 
With rlptures of pleafure our hear_ts 

would rejoice, 
Let the moft pious ardour be hearil in 

our voice; 
Our Ciptain has conquer'd both fin, 

death, and hell, 
When he came from heaven with inor• 

tals to dwel}. 

The angels did Jing and give praife at 
h,s birth, 

:::;1ory in the highell, and peace upon 
earth ; 

• [f praifes were juft when Chrift's work 
was begun,. 

,Vhat praifes were due· to him whtn Jie 
had dcae • 

Jefus rofe on this day, facred prai(e to 
his name, ' 

This Jay we with plea(ure his vit!l'ry 
p'l-oclaim; 

Let the whole ihining boll of blelr'd 
foirits on h.gh, 

Procl;im it with wonder and praifethio' 
the lky. G. B, 
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A sKlTCH OF THE> LIFE AND MINJS1'RY OF TH£ 'REV• 

WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, A, M. LATE OF HAWORTH, 

.YORKSHIRE, W/:¾O DEPARTED.THIS LIFE, APIUL Tffg 

7TH, 1763. , 
[Extra,tedfrDm his Funeral S,►m1n, pr,ached by the Rl'lJ. 

H. Venn, A. M. on Phil. i. 21.J 

l 'f is a· pleafure tci evc:ry grateful mind, to h.1 ve hy them 
fome memorial of a ck~~.tt".:d heneLcl:or. But never is this 
pleafure more feniibly felt, than w'·,en a mi .id:c:r who has 
been inll:rumental, through the grace of God, i:1 doing good 
to fouls, is taken from them. Highly efl:eemed 1 1 love as 
foch a one muO: be for his work's fake: wl~en he can no 
more be heard, the particulars of his life and cowerfation; 
are read with peculiar fatisfaclion_. To gratify in this manner 
vc;ry many perfons, who will ~ver acknowledge tht:mfolves in­
"!'eb,ed to Mr. Grimlhaw, for their knowleJ6e and co•r,fort 
·!n the chriftian rdi;ion; and tn give others more particular 
.information, who had the hie:heft e1tee•i1 for hini from a per­
fonal acquaintance, or fro~ good rep'.lrt, the following 
lketch of his lift an<l miniflry, ,~ laid before t1,~ reader. 

The Rev. Mr. W,lliam G1imihaw was born in the year 
of_ our Lord 1708, Sept. 3, at a plate called Brindle, fix 
rn1les fouth of Prdl:on, in Lancaibire; and educated at the 
frh?ols of Blaci.:.burn and HorJ<in, in the fame county. At 
Which early time the thoughts of death and j:.icgment; the 

Vo1. III, 2. X torments 
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torments of hell, the glories of heaven, and the fulfcring~ o( 
Chrilr, made fome little tranfient imprefii,ms upon him; owing 
in part to the religious care taken of him by his parents. ln 
the 18:h year of his age, he was admittc:d a member ofChrifl':1 
College, in the Univerlity of Cambridge. Here bad exam.: 
pies dep'lorably prevailed to feduce him, who had hitherto 
been taught the fear of the Lord, only by the precepts of men; 
and having no root in himfel_f, the torrent of in,picty in college, 
carried him away fo far, that for the fpacc of more than two 
years, he feemcd utterly to have loll: all fenfe of ferioufnefs; 
which had no revival, till the dav when he was ordained deacon 
in the year I j 3 r. On this day he was much afrected with a 
fcnfe of the importance of the minifl:erial office, and the dili­
gence which ought to be ufed in the difcharge of it. Yet 
there convictions were but as the chaff fcattered :iway·by the 
wind. of tempt.:!tion, though they for a little time were fuel­
tered by an acquaintance with fame religious people at Roch­
dale, who met togciher once a weelc to read, and fino-; and 
pray. But upon his removal v·ery foon after to To<lm~rden, 
not far dillant from the town of Rochdale, infiead of acting 
up to the good motions he had felt in his foul, and which had 
bern encouraged by his pious new acquaintance, he went no 
more arnongfi them : he conformeJ to the thoughtlefs world; 
he followed all it's diverfions, fatisfying his confcience with 
doing his minifi-erial duty on a Sunday, according as the law 
direcl:s, .:and never attending to what the word of God required 
of him. 

About the year 1734, and in the 26th of Mr. Grimfh~w's 
life, God was pleafed to bring upon him an earnefi concern 
for his own falvation, and confequently for that of his flock 
at Tocimorden. This immediately became vifible by his re­
formation. For he )eftolf all his d,ivedions; his fifhing, card~ 
pl.1ying, hunting, &c. He now began to catechife the 

, young people, to preach up the abfolute n~ceffity of a ll:rict 
-and devout life; to vi!it his -people, not in order to drink 
and be merry with them as before, but to exhort and pref§ 
them to feek the falvation of their fouls, and to enforce•what 
he had c.'cli vered to them from the pulpit. . 

At th:s pcricd alfo I find he began himfelf to pray in fecret 
four times a day. A bleffed practice, which there is reafon to 
believe he never left off, The God of all grace, who had 
now prepared his heart to pray, foon alfo gave the anfwer to 
his prayer; not in the way, indeed, in which he expc.:kd > 
r.ot in a compjetc viclory over his corrupt nature, or in the 
joy of a coufcicncc: beari11g him witncfs, that i11 fimplicity 

• and 
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:md godly linoerity he was walking bcfor2 him. But by 
bringing upon him, very thong and painful convicl:ion5 of his 
cwrn guilt, and hclplefsnefs, and mifory; by difcovering to 
him what he did not fufpecl: before, that his heart was d;:­
ccitful and defperately wicked, and what was more a@icl:ing 
flill, that all his duties, and labou; s, and goodnefs, could not 
procure for him par-don, or gain him a title to eternal life. 
V cry painful apprehenliqns therefore now feized his mind, of 
1Vhat mufr become of him. In the mid/1: of which he was 
oft\'!n ready to accufe God, as dealing hardly ~ith one, who 
was now no more a profane or carelefs liver, but feeking in 
carneft to obey him. In this fl:ate of great trouble, he con­
tinued more than three years, not.daring to acquaint any oru: 
with the difl:refs he fuffcred, leafi they lhould report he was 
mad, or melai1Chol y. But by thefe lafhng and deep convic­
tions, being delivered at length from the dominion of pridt·, and 
made willing to receive Llvation as a brand plucked o:.it of the 
burning, the day' of his confolation, and knowledge of Chritl: 
infinitd y precious to his foul, drew ne.1 r. Th.e bi'.-ile began 
now t,) appear quite a new book. He now found th~ rich 
~mport of thofe fcriptures, which declare the facrifice and 
righteoufnels of Chrifl: to be the wh-;ile juil:ificat;on of a !inner, 
l;;efore the bar of Go:I; which promife remi/Ji<::,<1 of·fi:1s to be­
liever~ on his name, fanaification as the bl~lfed fruit of this 
believing here, a7Jd glory hereafter. 

"I wa~ now (fays he) willing to renounce myfelf, every 
degree _of fancied merit and ability, and to embrace Chrift 
only for my all in all. 0 what light and comfort did I now 
enjoy in my own fo.1:11, and ..yhat a tafl:e of,the pt1rdoning 
love of God.'' • 

As he was thus taught of God from his own cx;:>erience, 
fu his preaching in the year I 7 42 began to be clear and profi­
table. , He dwelt much in reprefenting the nature a11d excel­
le11cies of chri!1:ian faith, and falvation by Chrifl alone. All 
t,his time he 'was an entire fl:range'r to the pe_ople called _Me­
thodifl:s, and whom afterwards )1e thought it his duty to coun:­
tenance, and to labour with them in his neighbourhood. He 
was an entire fhanger alfo tq aH their writings, except a lingle 
Sermon upon Gal. 1ii. 24. and a Letter to the People of 
England, pµblilhed by the Rev. Mr Seagrave, in which he 
was furprized to find the divinity, in all material points, of 
the very fame kind with what he now faw with his own eyes 
in the word of God, and from which all his peace had flowed: 
Jnflrucl:ed in this manner, Mr. Grimiliaw came to the people 
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and church at Haworth, May 26, of this ~r. And very 
foon the goo_J elfe& of his preaching becam~ vifible, 

!'dany •Jf hb carel<:fs f!c,ck: were brought 111to deep concern 
for the i;iJv ,tion of their fouls, and were tilled with pe:ice a1lll 
joy 1hruugh bcliev,ng. And, as in ancient times, befo,; 
preachi11g was reduced to Cuch refinement, and alas! to fucu 
a c,,ld <111<l languid exercife, that we generally fcarce obCcrve {! 

fix cl ~ttenti,H1 to the minifier in th~ pulpit; his people felt ex­
c.t J 1 1 their hearts d,ep f>:·; ow for fin; and the whole con­
grc:[..1tion have been often feen i:i t:::ars, on ac;:count of their•· 
p1'..JV, C.itions againl God, and under a li::nCe of his goodnefs in 
yet rp::11 in 5 thc:m, and w..iiti11g to be gracious unto them. 

This lively, p,1werful manner of reprc:lt:nting the truths of 
G.,J, c->uld uot fuil 0f~eing much t,,lk-~d of, and bringing 
out of curi l!L}' 111,rny hwdr ds to Haworth Church: who 
:recci ved (0 mc1ch Peudit by what they hea: d, that when the 
n'.welt_l' w.isl ng ov.:r,tl-i..: chu,cr.continuedtobe full of p~o~ 
pL,, m.:.ny at whJm c.;m;;: f.um far, and this for tw!'!nty years 
co_et ·.c:r. 

~;.ir. G· i 11:haw wJ.S now too happy hinif: If in the know~ 
leJge of Ch, i!t t:) ,e,~ (.iisfied, wii;_h,rnt taking every method 
he t 1 Ji.:~ilt J,kd /, to fj)read t )e kn iwl.::dge of his, God and 
Saviuur. AnJ as the v:-ry indigent co .ib.ntiy maK.e t 1eir 
want of better clot:.es to appear in, ;,n excufe for not coming, 
to chu:c'1 in the d:iy time, w:1en their want would b'e v1lible 
to the wiiole congr.·gation, he contrived, for their fakes, a 
lechue on S.Jnlay evenings, though he preached twice 111 the 
c.ay _before. In whic;:h lecture a ch.iptet' or a pf l,n, .. fter the 
primitive cufiam of the chrifiian chi.! eh, was expound~d. 
God w.is pleafed to give great fuccefs to thef~ aLtempts, 
which animateJ him Hill more to Cpend and be fpc11t fdr 
Chrifr's caufe. So that the next year he beg :n a method, 
which was continued by him ever after, of preaching in e.ich. 
cf the four hamlets under his c:ire three tim,es c::ve1y m_e>nth.., 
By which means the c-ld ancl infirm, who could not attend the 
church, had the truth of God brought to their houfc~; and 
r1a:iy, who were fo profane as to make the difiance froin the 
Houfe of Go:l a reafon for Ccarce ever coming to it, were 
allured to hear, and received with joy the word of lift:. By 
Jhis time the great attention and labour with whic'1 he in'! 
fhucled his ~wn people ; the _circumfpecl:ion _and holinefs of 
his converfatron, and the )ailing benefit which Vf;ry many 
from the, neighbouring parifhes h;1q obtaine_d by attendin; 
his minifiry; all concum:d to bring upon him many earne1; 
intreaties ~o ~ome to the~r haufes, who lived in neighl,o~r.,. 

1nj 
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irig parilbe~, t>Xpound the word of God to fouls as ignorant 
:as they were the1T1felves, before they had heard infiru8ioo 
from his li,is. As the purefl: benevol~nce wa! th~ only mo­
tive to this rcquell, fo all, who knew Mr. Grimlbaw, are 
~lfured ( and what othe, s think or fay matters not) nothing but 
love to the foulsof ,uen, and a defire of provin6 a ble,!ing ro 
them, cngJged him to preach, ;;;.s occalion offered, in other 
parilhes. So. that whilft he was one (,f the moll: diligent in 
()Ver-feeing, a,,d pr"viJing al;,undantly for all i;1 his own 
fl.ock1 he annu;i.lly found .opp,Jrtuoity of infiruding, near 
three hundred times, large compa,nies, and fometimes lar&c 
congregatiom bdides -

And for a cou. ie of fifteen years, or upwards, he often 
would preaci1 every w~ek., fifteen, twenty, and fornetime'i 
thirty ti111es, be,idis v,fiting thi, lick, and other occafional 
duties of his fu,dian. l t is not t:af y to afcribe fuch ,µn­
wearied diligence, anJ all a•nongfl: the poor, or at leafi very 
obfcure peopl::, to a11y motive but the real one. He thought 
his tongue lho:.ild never lie fl:ill in guilty filence, whilll h~ 
could fp:ak to t:1e honour of that GlJd, who had done fo much 
for nis foul. Aod wliil!l: he faw finners perifhing for lack of 
jrnowledge, and no one breaking to them the bread of life, he 
was tranlported by love to pity them, and notwithfhmding the 
felfi[n reluctrnce he felt within, to give up his name to fiill 
greater reproach; as w,ell as his time and firength, to the work 
pf the minifl:ry. 

P·.uing all this intenfe and perfevering application to what 
was the whole delight of his heart, Go~ was ex~eedingly fa. 
vourab}e to him. During the fpace of fixteen years, he was 
only once fufpended from his labours by ficknefs, though he 
Jared all weathers upon the bleak mountains, and ufcd his 
body with lefs compaffion, than a merciful man would ufe h~ 
beatt. His foul, at various times, enjoyed very large mani­
fe{htions of Qod's love, that he might not faint; and h~ 
drank deep into his fpirit. His cup ran over, a:nd at 
jJme feafons, his faith was fo {lrong and hope fo abundant, 
that higher degrees of fpiritual dd1ght, would have over .. 
powered hi:. mortal frame. 

In this manner Mr. Grimfuaw employed :ill his power 
:md talents evc,:n to his Jafi illnefs. And his labours were not 
in vain in the Lord. He Caw an effectual change take place 
in many of his flock; a fenfe of evil ?nd good, and a rellraint 
from the cornmiffion of fin, brought u;,on the p;i.rilh in 
~enera). He faw the name of Jefus exalted, :ind many fou!s 
bny i~1 the kn9wledge qf hirn, an4 walkin& as be,omes tM 
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gofpd of Chrifl-. Happy he was him(elf in being kept by the 
power of God, fo unblameable in his- converfation, that no 
ont: could prove he, in .my in(tance, laid heavy burdens upon 
other~, which he refufed to bear hin1felf. Happy in being 
beloved, for frveral of the Jail years of his life, by every one i11 
his µarilb; who, whether they wbulcl be perfuaded by him to 
forLke the evil of their ways or no, had no doijht that ~fr .. 
Grim!h~w ,vas their cordial friend, and in every labour of 
love the1r fervant to command. Hence at his departure a 
general concern was vifibl~ thro:.1gh his pari{h. Hence his 
body was inter;ecl with what is more enabling than all the 
pomp of fJlcmii' dirges, or of a royal funeral; .for he was 
followed to the grave by a great rnulcitude, who belleld his 
corpfe with affedionate fighs, and many te-.irs; who can11ot 
il:ill hear his much-loved na.ne witho:.1t weeping for the guide 
of t~eir fouls, to ,.,-horn each of ~hem was dear as 1;hildren to 
their father. ' • 

His behaviour, throughout his ]ail fick!"Je(~, was aII of a 
piece with the !all: twenty years of his life; from the very firfr 
attack of the fever, he welcomed it's approach. His intimate 
experimental knowledge of Chril1, abojilhed all the rcluct'ance 
nature feels to a diffolution, and triumphing in him who is 
the refurretl:ion and the life, he departed April 7 th, in the 
55th year of his age~ and 21fi: of emip.e!'}t ·ulefulnefs in the 
church of Chrifi. 

Now to the Lord, who thrufleth forth labourers into his 
harvefl, furnifhes them with all their gifts· and grace, and 
..-ives them all their fuccefs; to Him alone for this and every 
:,inifl:er and fervant departed in tlie true faith and fear of his 
name, be all the praife and glory, for ever and ever. Amen . 

.BISHOP -BURNET'S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS Clf 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 

TH£ J JVES OF DR. N!CHOi.AS RIDLEY, BISHOP OF 

LON DOK, AND HUGH LATIMER, LATE BISHOP' OF 

WORCESTER, MA-RTYRS, 

DR. Nicholas Ridley was born in N ort~11mberland, and 
brought up at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne; from thence he went 
to f:udy at Cambridge; and there he became rnafkr of Pem-

broke-
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hrnkti-Hall; thc11nc travelLd to Paris, and at hi~ return was 
made ch,tpLiin to king Henry the Vlllth, and bilhop of Ro­
chdlcr, anJ was tranflated to London by king Edward the 
Vlth. He was kind and afbblc in his temper, a man of 
learning, and a diligent and confl:ant preacher in his diocefs, 
and his fermons were mu".:h frequenttd. 

He was firll: brought over to the true knowledge of the gof­
pel by reading R:rtram's Booi<. on the Sacrament, and con­
firmed ther.::in by conftrwcc with Cranmer and Peter Martyr, 
and fo b~ca:ne a great promoter of the reformation in the 
church in king Edward's days. So foon.:is queen Mary 
came to the cr_own, he was removed from his bi!hoprick, anJ 
i:-en t prifoner firll: to Lhe Tower of Londcm, and afterwards to 
Bocardo Pri fon in Oxford for a time; then he was removed to 
the hoµfe of one Mr. I ritl1, who kept him in cuH:ody to the 
day of his death. 
• f---Iugh Latimer was born in Leicefter!hire, and fcnt to 

Cambridge, wh~re he gave himfelf to fl:udy fchool-divinity, 
and was very zo::alous in Lilt. Popifh rdigion, until .he came to 
be better informed by .Nlr. Bilney; and then he became a 
f.amous preach.::r both in Latin a,,d Englilh, for divers years, 
though he often met with trouble and oppofition for fpeaking 
:1.gain(t the fuperllition of the times, as he ufed to dQ in his 
fermons: and Dr. vVelt, bifhop of Ely, did forbid Mr. La­
timer to preach in any of the churches in Cambridge. But 
Dr. Barns, prior of St. Augufiine's, gave him leave to preach 
in his church. Then he had a living given him in the dio­
ccfs of Sarum, called \V cf1-Kingfl-on, where he was a diligent 
preacher, and the people flocked to hear him from feveral 
parts. 

But at length he was fcnt for to London, and there accufed 
to Dr. Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, for fpe,king 
againfl- the.worfhipping of the Virgin IvLry. Here he was 
kept a good whil~, and often examined before fundry bifhops, 
and divers c,1ptious que0ions put to him to enfnare him: but 
be by GJd's provide1;cc efaaped all their d~figns, and was in 
favo_ur with king Henry the VII Ith, arid by t!1e help of Crom­
well, the king made him bi(hop of' \'l orcefl-er, in which 
pbce he cont1nueJ divers years, till the time of putting 
forth the fix articles, and then he. refigncd his bifhoprick, and 
lived privately; but aE length he W!!S committed prifJner to 
the Tower, where he continued until the reign of king 
Edward th~ V Ith, aJ\d then he was f..:t at llberty, and 
a publick prta:;;(;r in divers piaces, and a1fo at 

,_court, b_ut was not again advanced to .lllJ dignity 111 the 
church 
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dmrch, ,but u(ed often to fav, that he fhould lofe his life fer 
preaching the gofpel; and did foretel the troubles that after 
betel the kingdom in queen Mary's reign : i-n the beginning 
whereof Mr. Latimer was fent for out of the country by it 
pur/iv;:nt1 and committed prifoner to the Tower, and after ... 
wards he was carried to Oxford. 

Upon the lafl: day of September, 15551 thefe two perfons, 
Nicholas Ridley ahd Hugh Latimer, wer~ cited to appear 
before the lords commiffioners in the Divinity-fchool at• 
Oxford, at eight o'clock in the morning, and they both Were 
brought thither. But Ridley was firH: examined, fianding· 
llare-headed before the court; but when he heard the cardinal's 
grace and the pope's hclinefs named in the cornmiffion, he put 
his cap on, which being obferved by the biiliop of Lincoln, 
be fa;d, if he would not be uncovered in refpecl: to the pope 
:and the cariiinal his legate, by whl'lfe authority they fat there, 
his cap fhould be taken off. And fo it wa-s by one of the 
beadles. 

Then the bifhop of Lincoln made a long oration, and in .. 
tre?.tel: R;dley to return ag.,.in to the church he was formerly 
of; and fpake rnuch of che antiquity and authority of the fee 
of Rome, and of the pope being the fucceffor of St. Peteb 
Which points Dr. Ridley oppoftd. But after much difcourfe 
on both fides, there were five articles propoft:d to Dr. Ridley; 
to which he was requir~·d to give his anfwer direcHy1 viz. 

1. Tb-at h~ hall ofentimes affirmed, and openly maintained 
and defended, that the true n~tural body of Chrifi, after con .. 
fecration of tt:e prieft, is not really prefent in the facratnent of 
the altar. ' 

2. That he had often publickly affirmed, and defended, 
that in the facrament of the altar remaineth frill the fl!tifiance 
of the bread and wine. 

3. That he had often openly affirmed, :md obftinately 
maintained, that in the mafa is no porpitiatory fi.crifice for the 
quick and the dead. . • 

4. That thefe thy aforefaid affertions have been folemnly, 
condemned by the fcholaftical cenfure of thi-s fchool, as hereti­
al, and contrary to the catholick faitJ1, by the worlhipful 
Dr. Weftor: 1 prolocutor then of the Convocation-houfe, as 
alfo by fundry learned men of both Univerfities. 

5. That all and fingular the prernifes be true, notorio~ 
and famous, and openly known' by publick fame, as well tQ 

them neai" hand, ;is alfo to them in difiant pi.ices· far off. 

Te· 
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~ To the fir(\ article, Dr. Ridley anfwered, " TQat he be­
lieved Chrifl:'s body-to be in the facrament re,,lly by gr Jee and 
fpirit effectually, l.iut hot fo as to include a lively and movea-
ble body under the forms of bread and wine." , 

To the fecond article; the notaries penned, that he an-
f wered affirmatively. • . 

To the third article he anfwered affirmatively. 
To the fourth article he f<lid, "That forne part was (r,ue, 

and fome was falfe. It is true, that thofe his a1Ter tions were 
condemned as hetefies, although unjufl:ly. Falfe in that it 
was faid, that they were condemned Jententia fch,,/aflica, in 
that the difpiltations were in Cuch fort ordered, th-1t it was far 
from any fchool acl:." • . 

To i:he, fifth he anfwered, "That the premifes were in fuch 
fort true as in his anfwers he had declared; Whether that all 
men fpak~ evil of them, he knew not, as that ·pe came not fo 
much abroad to hear what every man reported." 

Th,eri he w~s ordered to appear next. morning at eight 
o'd0ck in St. Mary's· Church in Oxford, to give his final 
anfwer. So Ridley was committed to the cull:ody of the 
ma yot of Oxfo.,d. 

And Latimer was l:irought into court; and the bifhop of 
Lincoln exhorted h·irn in many words to return again to the 
unity of thr.: chur~h \'llhich he was fallen from. And th_en the 
fame articles which before were adminifrered to Dr. Ridley, 
were read unto Mr. Latimer; and he was demanded to give a 
plainanfwer unto each ofthern; 

To' the four firfr articles; Mr. Latimer gave fuch anfwers 
as the notary wrote down, that he a,!fwered affirmatively . 

. And as i:o the lafr article of the premifes bt:ing open I y known 
to public fame, he faid, he could not tell how much, or what 
men talked of them, &c. 

Theri he was difmilfed, and ordered to appear next morn­
ihg in St. Mary's Church. 

On the nex,c day, being the if!: ofOB:ober, the commif­
liQners me_l in Sc. Mary's Church, and then Dr. Ridley was 
brought before them. The bilhop of Lincoln !lood up, and 
began to. repeat the proceedings againil: him th.e day bd,ne, 
they had noted his anfwers to certain articles exhibi(ed to him; 
however he had liberty to ma:k.:: what alterations in them he 
thought fit, and to bring his apfwer in writing. Then after 
fome difcourfe between them, Dr. Ridley pulled out a iheet 
of paper, and br:gan to read what he h..d written, but the­
bi{hop of Lincoln commanded the beadle to t,lke the writing 
from him. Dr. Ridley faid, it was nothing but his aufwer, 

VoL, HI. 2 Y and 
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and defired leave to read it, but it would not be futfered ; fo 
he delivered the paper, and the bilhop of Lincoln and others 
looked over it privately, but would not permit it to be openly 
read in court. But his articles were again read to him, and 
his anfwer was again required to each of them; but he rtfcrrcd 
himfelf to his written paper, and fa the notary put it down. 

Then the bilhop of Gloucefier made a long oration, per­
fuadi11g Dr. Ridley not to be toofolf-conceited, but to recant, 
and forfake his opinions, and return to the unity of the catho­
lic church. 

But Dr. R1dley's abfolute'-3.nfwer was, that he had no opi .. 
nion of his own parts, but was fully perfuaded that ~he reli- , 
gion he defended, was grounded upon G,od's word; and there­
fore without great offence to God, and great peril and damage 
to his own foul, he could not forfake his Mafier, and Lord 
God. 

He defired leave to fhew his reafons:, why with a fafe con­
fcience he could not admit of the authority of the pope; but 
that was denied him. , 

Then the bilhop of Lincoln faid, he was forry for his !lub­
bornnefs, that he would not recant his errors ; and laid, he 
mufi proceed to the other part of their commiffion, and began 
to read the fentence of condemnation againfi: him ; and. that 
being ended, he was carried back to prifon. 

Then Mr. Latimer was brought into the court in St, 
Mary's Church ; and the bifhop of Lincoln told him, that 
though they had yefierday taken his anfwers to -certain arti­
cles exhibited againfi him, yet they had given him time to 
confider of it, to fee if he would recant his errors, and return 
to the catholic -church. 

Latimer anfwered, that the.Roman church was one thine:, 
and the catholic church another. ~ 

Then the articles were again read unto him, and he required 
to make anfwer to them. Ar.d he anfwered the fame as he 
had done before: and fo the notary entered it accordingly. 

Thrn the bilhop of Lincoln exhorted him to reca11t, and re­
voke his errors, as he did to Dr. Ridley; but Mr. Latimer 
anfwered, that he 'neither could nor would deny his Mailer 
Chnfi and his truth. 

Then the bilhop bid him hearken to him; and Mr. La­
timer expecl:ing new matter, gave ear. But the bifhop read 
the fentence of condemnation againfi: him, and fo broke up 
the fdlio:1, and bid the mayor to take. Mr. Latimer to be his 
prifoner. 

Or. 
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On the r 5th of Oclober, Dr. Brooks, bilhop of Glou­
ccfler, and Dr. Marlhal, vice-chance1lor, degraded Dr. Ridley 
at his prifon. 

Upon the 16th of Oclober, 1555, the officers brought 
both the prifoners to the place of execution, which was in the 
Town-ditch, behind Baliol College. 
• Dr. Ridley came in a black gown furred, and a velvet tippet, 
'fuch as he ufed to wear when he was a bilhop; and Mr. 
Latimer was clad in an old frieze-coat, with a 1kirt down to 
his feet. 

\Vheo they came to the fi:ake, they embraced and kilfed 
each other; and Dr. Ridley faid, "Be of ~ood comfort, bro­
ther, for God will either alfuage the fury of the flame, or 
firengthen us to endure it." 

Then they k,neeled down on each fide of the flake, and 
m.1de their private prayers to God, with great earneil:nefs. 

Then one Dr. Smith preached a lhort fermon, taxing them 
with herefy, and being out of the. church of Chrifi:. When 
he had done, Ridley defired leave to fpcak; but it was deniad, 
unlefs he would recant. Then they were bid to prepare for 
the fire, which Ridley did, by pulling • off his clothes 
to his lhirt, and giving them away. So when they were both 
chained to the ftake, fire was put to them, and Ridley crie:d 
out, fidl: in Latin, and then in Englilh, "Into thy hands, 0 
Lord, I commend my fpirit: Lord, receive my fpirit." And 
Latimer cried, " 0 Father of Heaven, receive my foul.'' 
And when the Bame came about him, he foon expired with­
out much pain. 

But Ridley, by reafon of the ill making of the fire, which 
burned all below, and did no_t Bame up about his body, indured 
great torture, and leaped up in the fire, and begged for Chrift's 
fake to- let the fire come to him; and cried, " Lord! have 
mercy upon ine." Then fome of the ftanders-by took off 
fome of the faggots, and gave the fire air, and then it began to 
flame about him, and the bag of gunpowder that was tied 
about his ne:ck; took fire, and then he was not feen to frir 
any more, but his legs being burned, his body fell down at 
Latimei's feet. ' 

And thus died thefe two good men for the teltimony of the 
truth, being much lamented by thofe that knew them, and 
were pref1ent at their death. "But right dear in the fight of 
the Lord is the dealh of his faints," faith the prophet Dav_id. 

2 y 2. SERMONS 
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SERl\iIONS AND ESSAYS. 

7', the Editor of the General Baplijl }.,fogrrz;,u. 

R'E~1ARKS ON SAMSONl AND ON HEB. XI. 32'. 

SIR, . 
It cannot be c3enied, I think, that fome of your wife_ cor-: 
• refpnndents are too ·much indifferent about the qoeO:ions 

and cafes which are from time to time propofed in your 
1\1.agazine. Hence the:e remains, with more,· yet un. 
anf wered, the tequell: of Q;_ p. JJ 3. vot i. irt regard to 
the irate and characte, of Samfon. Some weeks ago a per,. 
fon reminded me of it's remaining yet unanfwered, a.n4 
earnefHy de:fired that fomething might be (ajd to i_t: Witq 
the help of God, I intend to fay a little; and, if you have 
received nothing more to the purpofe, you· are defired, if 
yGu t!1ink proper, to infert this as foon as you can in your 
ufof ul Magazine.c-

Ev£RY one knows ~hat it is a greilt difadvantage, as well. 
as a great di1honour to an author, if he be inconfiftent with 
h1mfelf; eye:y one, who has a confcientious regard to- the 
Book of God, as the tell and fiandard of invariable t~uth, will, 
therefore, be concerned for !!he confifiency of it. This feems 
to be the commendable anxiety of many of your enquiring cor~ 
r-efpondenfs, on many patfages and circumfrances in the 
~ible, and, here, of ·yo\lr corrtfpondent Q.. in regard to 
Samfrm. He willies it may be lhewn thatfomecircumfiancc::s, 
in the hifiory of. Samfon, are co11fiflent With that remark of 
him, by the author of the Epiflle'to the Hebrews, eh. xi. p. 
I hope the few followi11g remarks may affifi your correfpondent 
a little. 

In this bufinefs it feems both proper and neceffary to ob­
ferv :, what is faid of this Sam/on to his horior, and wha_t is 
laid to his charge, and to judge of the whole with that 
charity which is always ready to think, and hope, and believe 
the befl:; neverthelefs, fiill ren,tmbering how unwife and 
1.mufeful it is co attempt to vindic; te what is quite inexcufa­
blr:, and therefore not fill 04r paper, Jofe our time, aud ex­
pofe ou.r character bv that. • • 

• 1. Then 
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I. Then, what is foid by the author to the Hebrews of 
Sam/on·? fee Heb. xi. 32,&c. "And what lha)l I more fay? 
for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, 
and of Sam/on, and cf Jeptha, of David alfo and Samuet, and 
of the Prophets, who, through faith, fubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteoufnefs, obtained promifes, fropped the 11/.Quths 
of lions, quenched- the violence of fire, efcaped the edge of the 
fword,r out of weaknefs were_ made firnng, waxed valiant in 
figh1, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.'' On which 
obferve, 1. Here are fix great men menti,ined, befides the 
J>rophets, and S1tmjolf is among them. That the Prophets 
were very good, great men;-in general, every one allows: 
pavid and Samuel were good, great men, it's certain. The 
holy writer, and the holy ghofi, have thought it right to join 
the other four in the catalogue, and Samf rm is one of the 
four; nqt becaufe thefe four. were, in all rtfpecl:s, and to the 
fame 9egre~, a:s honourable, pious and holy, a~ Samuel and 
David, !!,nd the Prophets;· hut, !:>ecaute they were lii<e them 
in that of which this pafiage fpeaks: that is, they were all 
/;elievers, and they enjoyed and accomplilhed great things. 
ps believars, and by faith. -

2. There are ,iine particu-lars, which our author fays, were 
experienced and performed by faith; fix, if not Jeven, of thefe 
may be ~pplied. to StiT!lfon particularly; "Rnd as the dftB: of 
.his faith .. fie obtained promifes; he {fopped the mouth of 
lions; or at leafi of one lion; he efcaped the edge of the fwo~d; 
he was, ·out of weaknefs, made firong; he waxed valiant in 
fight; he turned to flight the armies of the Philifl:ines; and, 
if he did not fuMu~ them, Iii:: weakened and difcouraged them 
much ; not to fay, that, we hope, he wrought righteoufoefs. 
Thefe fix, the faventh in part, and, no doubt 9f the eighth, in 
fome degree, this Samfon did, by his faith. 

3. We make no fcruple in faying that Samfon did thefe 
/Jy faith; p-!,rtly becaufe we make no fcruple of the apofile's 
knowledge, whom we follow in this; and partly, bec-au(e it 
looks unlikely, from the very hifiory of Sall,Jfon itfelf, thJt he 
ever c_ould have done fuch things, without -immediate help 
iron. God, in a fupernatural y.ray: not to mention his e:irne(l 
prayer to God, and the im lT,ediate, rnir::irnlous ai1i!l.rnce, 
which he received from God fcveral times, as the e.ffec1 of his 
earnefi: pra y<.:r. See J udg. xv. I 8. xvi. 28, to tbe end. Be Ii.des, 
that thrceJimes, it is laid, the lpirit of the Lord came uron 
him, or cam,'. mightily upon him, as eh. xiv. 6. 19. xv. q .. 

4. We nrnft content ourfelves with fpeaking in the behalf of 
~~mf~1 ~ i1om Heb. xi. 32, ~nlJ, except a hi11t or two which 

may 
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may he gathered fro1~ his hillory in the Book of Juages, bc­
caufe I do not rccoJlc8 even his 11m11e any where elfo in the 
Bible. He was not what one may call a hero for panegyric, 
:as many there were in the Old Tcllament, nor like the apofile 
Paul, and fome other heroes of the New Tcllamcnt: nor was 
he :m infpircd wrin:r of any pa1 t of the Di~-ne Book: he was 
a. champion for about twenty years in the army of lli·ael: or 
r-athcr he was an army himfelf, and he was a heiitver in God. 
Tl'lis is nea: I r all that can be faid of Samfon to his praife,. with 
perfell: fafety. This leads. us to the other part of our 
work. 

Il. Mention what is laid to the charge of Samfon, to his 
difhonor, and to the di!honor of God. • • 

J. The things laid to his charge are, taking a woman 
of the Philifiines to wife, contrary to the advice and ad­
monition of his parents, Judg. xiv. 1-4. He flew 
thirty men of the Phtli!lines, ver. 19. He burnt: the 
corn of the Philiflines, which occafioned • the death of 
his wife and her fath:.:r, whofe deaths he again avenged with 
a very greadlaugbter. He flew a thoufand more of the Phi­
li{l:ines, J udg. xv. 5 8. 16. He faw an harrot, and went in 
unto her. He loved Delilah, yet told her wilful lies. He 
died by his own h::nds, with the appearance of revenge and 
murdn in his heart, Judg. xvi. I. 4. 7. 1 I. 13. 1;:, 30.· 

2. But we lhould do the man all the ju Hice which the holy 
hifi:orian hath d0ne him: we lhould certainly tell the whole 
truth, in fuch a cafe as this, when we have to do with 
the charauer of a man of whom the fcrip1ures (peak fuch great 
thir.gs. The firfi thing laid to the charge of S<1mfon will ap-. 
pear in a more eafy light by adding, as eh. xiv. 4. " But his 
father and mother kn~w not that it was of the L()rd, that he 
fiught an occaf1on againtt the Philifiines: for, at that time, 
the Philifiines bad dominion over lfrael." 

To the fecond : without mentioning the lhameful inde­
cency of the fhilifiines, in making fo free wi1h another man's 
wife, and befides this, "Thefpirit of the lord came upon him," 
eh. xiv. 19 which, it feems, both inducep and enabled him 
lo def!-roy the thirty men. . 

Toth;.; third: Sampfon was appointed of God, a judge and 
deliverer of Ifr2el; ind though every one, furely, will be 
forry for the hurning if corn, yet both the corn and the foxes, 
l:.elor,ged to the great Proprietor of all Thing~, whofe fervant 
Samfon was; and his fiate and cap;1city, and office in w11ich 
he frood, mufi and will ~xculpa~ him from criminality in the 

cafe 
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c~re of the great flaughter, eh. xv. 8. the fame as it mull ex­
culpate J 011athan ari<l David, &c. I Sam. xiii. xvi i. and other,. 

The next -eh. xv. 14. is fufficiently ju(l:ified by the holy 
writer, "And when he came to Lchi, tht Philifiines lhouted 
againft him : and th:: fp rit of the Lord came mightily upon 
hi111 ; and the cords thJt were -on his ~rms became as flax, 
&c." It is certain this iniracle was directed of the Lord; and 
Samfon is honoured, rather than culpable, or criminated. 

With rtfpea to Samfon's going in unto the harlot, and 
telling his wife (if ihe was his-wife) wilful lies, I fee nothin;; 
that cc111 jufiify, nor even excufe him. 1 do not obferve that 
the holy writer attempts to <lo either; and J think the attempt 
would be ufelcfs, if not wicked, whoever were to make it. 
Samfon is, in both thefe cafcs, fo far as I can fee, /Jewitcherl 
with the l,Jve of women, as many had been before him, and 
many more fince his time. But, as is often the cafe, where 
Cuch exceffive wanton love is indulged on one fide,_ there is 
not fo much of it on the other. • So it was here. Delilah was 
an uncommonly vile wretch of a woman, a very pr:,digy of 
craft, deceit, and wickednefs: and Samfon was overcome 
almoft beyond credibility: b11t Deli!ah, and the Phili!tines, 
an<l his jufily 9.ff-ended Ma~er rewarded him for it! 

It is v~rr awfully intimat.:d here, that the Lord departed 
from him, eh. xvi. 20. 

Laftly, In refpecl to the circuniflances of the death, &c. 
of S,1mfon, the cafe feems to be thus, he is humbled for his 
fin-the Lord vifits him again-he is encouraged to pray, 
to his God. The fall'ledivine mercy, which enabled him to pray, 
l1ears his prayer.-He prays to be avenged 01~ tile Phili/1ines, 
the Lord hears and grants his petitic,in-He prays to end his 
wearifome life, and who can blame him ? The blefied God 
does not, the holy writer does not, and why ili:rnld any one 
elle ?-Goel helps -him, and grants him his ddire and prayer, by 
another extraordinary miracle ! 

So much for this Samfon: f:J far as the fcripture kids our 
way, we have followed it, a11d it will not appe:ir wrong, and 
perhaps it may be ufeful to add a few words by way of ob­
ferv,1tion, 

r. In the hif1:ory of Samfon, and in the above lines, and 
from both, w_~ {hall do well to oblerve, that Samfon w,,s ap­
pointed, deligned, and qua:ifred by tl1e ble/Ted God, as an ex­
traordinary perfon, and for extr:wrdinary {<.:rvices to the na­
tion of the Jews. He: iliould not, he cannot, he viewed, as a 
private man; but rather as the reprefentative or agent for rhe 
nation of It:rael; and hi.:ncf: his quarrels and reveng~, as lhey 

may 
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may feem to us, thould not be conlidercd altogether perfoiial; 
but of a public nature. This will affill a.11J enable us to think 
more favourably of fome things, t!1a11 W(;: othcrwifc mght have 
done. 

2. It will be well to confider the lime when Samfon lived, 
the place where he ·lived; fome methods and ways which men 
allowed themfelves there and then; and, that even good 1ilen 
allowed thernfelves in many things in which we can, by no 
means, allow ourfdves. Since -the blefled Redeemer came 
into the world to teach mankind their duty, we mufl: mak_e· 
him our example rather than Samfan. 

3. I only add, that it is plain to me, Samfon died in the ' 
Divine favour: and though many things in his life would be 
i"tolerably fcandalous in the life of a thrifiian, yet the merci­
fwl God pardoned them. " Let him, that thinketh he 
fu.ndeth, take heed left he fall ! " Amen. ' 

July 26, 1800. 

ON WINE AND SPIRITS. 

THERE are fever_al forts of Wines, varying in colou·r,, 
tafl:e, fmell, and confiil:ence, according to the diff~rent clj;.; 
mate, grapes, and fermentations. The beft are thofe pro­
duced in hot countries, becaufe the grapes there ripen better. 
But wines which are made in countric.:s where the influence 
of the fun is weak, are not fo fpirituous. Some have been 
of opinion, that thin and racking wines are the· caufe Qf the 
gout; becau{e thofe who indulge themfelves with drinking 
too freely of them,- are frequent! y affiicted with it. But 
it plainly appears, that the ufe of thofe wines, or of thin 
racking liquors, is not the onl.y caufe of this difeafe; 
for it was known in England long before the general ufe 
of them; and we fee frequently people, who rarely drink of 
them, but liberally ufe other itrong liquors, ana live in fioth 
and eafe, feverely afflicted with the gout. It is however pro­
bable, chat wine, efpecially thin wines, when drank in northern 
climates, may Cooner difpufe one to thr;: gout, than malt liquors; • 
becJufe beer is gt:nerall y drank newer than wine, and is more 
inclined to work off by fl:ool; whereas "Yines are thinner, 
older, and pafs l;>y urine, and cutamous outlets: m.ilt liquors 
kept to a great qge, and old itrong beer, pafs the fame way. 
Bllt as perfpiration for want of exercife, and ,by reafon of the 
furprifing and fudclen alterations of rhe air here in England, 
is Qf~en ~bft.r1i~~d; it is. np wonder that in thofe who take 

too 
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(oo large a proportion of thore liquors, and fo often that 
chei r parts cann, ,t be cartie<l off by the fecretory vdfds, 
the matter lhould be lodged arid dep-ofited upon tru: joincs. 
It is certain, th,tt p<'riodic .. l fits of the gout feldom attdck 
people iri funimer; but they generally appear 111 thofe who 
drink very old fl:rong liquors, after any caufe which may 
ob!lrucl: perfpiratlon, or in the winter feafon. 

There arc.: many forts of fpirits difiilled from fermented 
liquors; Cuch are chiefly, brandy from wine, ,gin and other 
fpidts from malt; rum from fugar-canes, and am,ck from 
rice. ·, Thefe liquors, taken moderately, warm _ahd 11:rengthcn 
the fiomach, they, help digefl:ion, expel wind, allay the colic, 
revive the fpirits, and promote the circulation of the blood: 
in apoplexies and •lethargies, from a cold and pituicous cau fe, 
the external and internal ufe of fpirituous liquors may be of 
fervice·; the outward application of them in purnings has 
a very good effect. 

Fermented and fpidtuous liquors are generally efieerned 
cordials; but they ate only fuch to thofe who ufe them in 
moderation ; for tci thofe who are confl:antly drinking fuch 
liquors, the more they are taken, the more they opprefs their 
fpirits, blunt their fenfc~, fpoil their fiomach, and deflroy 
their fl:rengch. They cannot prove a cordial to the;-n, whole 
confiant and common drink is a continued cordial ; they will 
not invigorate their bltiod; help their fiomachs, or give them 
fpirits. When thefe liquots therefore are drank too freely, 
they thicken the juices, ~ell:roy the balfamic quality of the 
blood, throw the humours into an exceilive motitm, ttimulate 
and contraa che fol ids, which being not duly repaired, ceafe. 
to perform their functions: hence a depraved appetite; con­
fomptions; cachexies ; obll:ructiollS of the vifcera, partic11lar­
ly of tile liver; and dropfies. 'The fpirits are low; the 
nerves are drprived of their moll fubtil fluid; and the un­
happy objects who have contratl:ed an invincible habit of 
drinking thofe liquors, are obli~ed to have conll:ant recourfe 
to the fame again for alfif\ance; when they become dull 
weak, forgetful; and fometimes die lethargic, paralytic-, or apo~ 
plectic. .Sorpe ate fubject to a particular rt:d;1efs in the face 
and eyes, the gout, gravdly compL.ints, and many .:cute 
dJeares. -

Spirituous liquors are in general more hurtful to young 
people than to thofe of riper years; for they bring on old age, 
btforc it's time, and prevent the growth of youth. 
V✓. is an bondl: lawyer, a fim;ere f1ie11d, and the O'cntleman 

ir all his actio;.s; his a.bilities are gr;;at, and th~ flow of 
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316 SlltMONS AND E~SAYS. 

his fpirits amazing. His lhoughts are always employed for 
the good of hi" clients, who arc very nu1ncrous, as he: is 
known to be a man of penetration a1:d of a clear undcrfl.and­
ing. His mind is greatly hurried and fati9ucd, and his bodily 
exercife rather greater than is proper tor his health_ : but 
what is worfe, he had late! y, through cuflom more than choice, 
~iven into the too fathionable ufe of d1 inking brandy and 
water; which being repeated frequently every day in coffee­
houfes and taverns with divers clients, had defiroyed· the 
balfamic quality of his blood, depraved his appetite, depreffed 
his fpirits, and dried up his nerves to fuch a ,degree, that he 
could hardly foppprt himfelf without having- daily recourfe 
to the fame liquor; till a fevere fit of the gout, atten_ded 
with a train of nervous and fpafmodic complaints, was ·very 
_near ddhoying him. But, like a man of fenfe, by the advic_e 
of his phyfician, he is gradually changing his_ diet, renouncing 
by degrees fi-rong and fpiricuous liquors, and taking milde'r 
drink. This change, not being too fudden, as it is not int.end:.. 
ed that he lhould entire! y leave off thofe things which are 
now become fo habitual to him, th~t it could not be done 
without danger, feems to promife a very foccefsful event; 
and there are great hopes, that this ufeful member of .fociety, 
will live long to do much good. 

Among the various difeafes which the abufe of fpirituous 
liquors entails upon many of the innabitants of this metro­
polis, none is of late years fo frequent as the dropfy, whic~, 
wheri it proceeds from thaf caufe, is frequently incurable. For 
the vifcera, and particularly the liver of thofe patients, are 
_always in a decayed condition, and the cure of that diforder 
depends upon the immediate cau[e that produ·ced it ; which 
_1hews how ridiculous_ it is to expecl: that any medicine can be; 
found out that wi!J cure every fpecies of dropfies ; and how 
deceitful thofe mercenary quacks an', who pretend to be pof­
feifed of fuch a noftrum. The. following account, com­
municated by a gentleman of characl:er, whilll thefe pieets 
were in the prefs, will ferve to illufi-rate what is here advan­
ced, and to undeceive the public with relpecl: to mountebanks. 

" Mrs. M. had been affiicl:ed with a dropfy for fome 
years, for which the had been feveral times under the care 
of a phyfician, who had always relieved her; but as fhe ad­
..-anced in years, and drank free! y of f pirituous liquors, the 
difrafe returned with redoubled violence: the fame affiHance 
was had again, but the conftitution • being quite broke, the 
Jame fucccfs could not be. t,xpetl:ed. She being impatient, 
ano1her of the faculty was fent for; and ilie growing fiill 
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worfe, after Come time, a third, and then a fourth : but the 
cnfc being now quite defperate, lhe was perfuaded to fend for 
Signior L. who, as foon as he came into the room, declared 
the care defperatc; aod being afked to prefcribe for her, he 
faid, N.:i, he could do her no fcrvice; they had fent for him 
too late. He then took the gui11ea offered him, faid it was 
too li\th:; and as he went out at the n:rcct door, he whif­
pered the perfon that went for him, that he wanted to fpeak 
with. her; and the next day lhe went to his houfe, where he 
told her, that if they would give him jive guineas he would 
cure her, but he muft have the money down, becaufc the drugs 
were very dear: this was refufed, and the patient died in two 
days after." 

De Palingin on Diet, p. 135. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

For the General Baptijl Magazine. 

S C R A P VIIth. 
From AcTs xvii. 23-:1.7. 

~, 2.3. For as I palfed by, and beheld youc devotions, I found 
an altar with this infcription, TO THE UNKNOW~ Goo. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worlhip, him declare I un.to 
you. . 

" 24. God that made the world and all things therei~, feeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in tem.­
pks made, with hands ; 

"25. Neither is worlhipped with men's hands, as though ~e 
nced~d any thing, feeing he giveth to all life and breath, 
and all things ; • 

" 26. And hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell ~n all the face of the earth, and hath ckter"?ined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habi­
tation; 

"27. That they lhould feek the Lord. if haply they might 
feel after him and find him, though he be nqt far from every 
one of us: 

J T has been noted before, how dreadfully the Athenians 
were addicted to idolatry, and what a vaft number of falfe 
deities they had. Htre we find· that as Paul was paffing 

2 Z ~ aloni 
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1:11ong an,ong them, and furveying the delu live ohjech of their 
r.·,ntakcn devntions, he was lhuck with an altar, co11tain1ng 
thi5 very extraordinary infcription: TO THE UNKNOW~ 
G 'D -F'o;· tfie prob.,ble origin of this altar and i11fcriptio11, 
L· D . D ,ddrid!!:e's excellent note OIi this text. J,ami!y E¥-: 
rrfitor, yo,.iii,1.260. ,.: 

B.,t whatever t,ic Athenians meant by it, this altar;"thich 
was probab:y rea,ed fix huridrcd ¥e:i.r~ befo e Chrill: was o~ 
ea·th, a11d which 100d many year~ afier Paul's days, awfully 
prnd</-i,ns in _the Ii ·.ti. of heaven .and earth, ~hat Athens, with 
:di her b:1afted wifdom, was ddtitute of that in which thoufands 
pfnappy ru •ics have beery joyful; that is, the ~nowledge and 
enj , vment of th..: living and true G'.1d· .• 

)/;.)\\' t::1s man, Paul, bow. ver defpifed, could declare 
unt • rhe 1, this true ·God; and how does he dccla're him ? 

f J Goc:J. that ~aqe thr:: wor)4. fiere we' f:e- J?aul pro:­
c-:eds n d~•non(hate the bein., of the true God from his 
creating power. He made the 

0

world !~ •4· And all things 
therein; lo tilat not only the world in g~neral, is to be viewed 
as an evidence .,f the being. and perfeclion~ of G.id, bl!t every 
pL:ffing ot nii:ure with which w·e are furroundcd. ' 

3. Now it is abfurd to conceive that fuch a Being can be 
ccrnfined to, or circu:nfcribed in any habitation that the 
hands of rnan can make. , 

Thus we fee PauJ reafrms with idolator~ on t~e nature and 
evidence of the true God. • ' • • 
, 4th. This God i~ not worlhipped merely by the lifting up 
of men's hands, even in prayer, but by the devotions ot the 
peart. Nor by the firetching out of men's hangs in their iaQ­
latrous liberality,· as though he needed the· fumes of their 
facrifices on which to feed, or their ;ipparel with which to de­
corate h(s fuppofed images. No, fo far fr,orri that, that he 
hi mfrlf giveth to all life and breath, anq all things 'nece{fary 
for their exillence and comfort ; 

1

therefor~ cannot need any 
accommodations from them y,h(! ar~ intirely depengant upon 
him. • 

Sth. '\V~ateyer di_fli_nllions may app~ar to hurn?n eyes, we 
are ;ill one 1u our ong111al, God macl<:' us all-and all "of one 
blopd," t.o ciwell in all the natiµns of the e:uth. • We Jew.s, 
or you Athenians, we are alike the work of this Go:l. • 

6th. And it is this God that has <leterrniried ~he fituation, 
poundaries a. d clim.ites of the nations, and all the great eve~ts 
and rev,.lutions i11 t,1em; which are from him, and ihall end 
in his glory, fo far as right! y regarded, will promote the 
~9ocl of pian."'."""'"In tJ1at the works of his provi~cnce, b~t m~re 
. • efpcc1a\\ y 
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c~rcciall y the manifefiation of his grace, in that Chrill which I 
prta.ch unto you, are intended to lead you to fcek him. And 
fur your encoJr.igcmcnt, 1 tell you, A rhcnians, that he is 1;ot 
far from you, i<lol.itrous as you are, he is near at hand; there-
fore, oh ye Arhcnians, fcck this God. . 

SMATTERER. 

ADD.SS IX. 

FOR S\}NDAY SCHOOLS, 

(Againjl th~ Profanation o( the Lord's Day.) 

AMONG the various important duties and branches of 
knowledge, which we wifh to furnifh your tender minds with in 
this fchool, the ferious, orderly, and reli:;ious obfervation of 
the Lord's-day, is not the le.rn; buc of very great importance. 

It Ceems from the beginning of time to be the will• of the 
great God of Heaven an.d Earth, that·the f~venth day fhould 
beobferved as a day of rell. See Gen. ii. 1, 2, 3. And in 
his commandinents ddivered to Mofes, Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 

I 1. this fubject is enforced with peculiar {hength. 
And though a feventh day is not enjo'ined in the New 

Tefiament with that Hritlntfs that it was in the old, and 
though our Lord Jefus ChriH did fome things on the fabbath 
day that were forbidden by the law, and thus may feem to in­
timate a change of that day; yet a day of rell and devotednefs 
to God, was evidently obferved by the apollles, Acts xx, 7. 
and that was the fidl day of the week, the day on which their 
divine Malter and Redeemer was raifed from the dead. So 
that, as the feventh day was obferved by the Jews in remem­
brance of God's refiing from the works· of creation ; fo the 
fi.rft day is obferved by chriJlians, to commemorate the refur­
recl:ion of Jefus Chriit from the dead; when he rafe for the 
jufiification of all believing finners. Now ob/crve, ye 
youths, that the fidl: day of the week is the Lord's-day, .!. d.:iy 
of rdl: from wordly labour-a day in which you oughc to 
wodhip God, and improv,c: your young minds in good 
things. 

Bclides, the laws of the nation free you from work on that 
blefied day, unlefs works of neceffity, nor have your ma!tc;, 
any right to compel you to work at your callings on the 
Lord's-d.iy. lht whrn tbe !avVs of G0d ,ind man free vou 
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from work, that you may worl11ip God, and improve your 
minrls, and learn the ways of life, through the Lord Jefus 
Chri!t, oh, how-wicked, how very wicked it mufl be ifyo11 
on that day ferve and obey fatan in!lead of God, to run about 
in the fields, woods, &c. &c. inil:ead of reading the fcrip­
tures and ufeful books, and going to a place of worlhip. 

How bad mull the confequences be if you harden each other, 
in wic~edne_f~ on that day, that .~ry day when you ~ould im­
prove 1n fp1ntual knowledge, e:I prepare for eter!")ity. Oh, 
how many by profaning this day have been thus ha1·dened in 
fi~ and come to an untimely death, afl'd we have great reafon 
to fear have been excluded from heaven, and have plunged 
themfelves into the cvcrlafiing torments of hell? But if you 
re1?ard the infiructions which are given you in this fchool from 

<> . 
the holy fcnptures, you will avoid ;i.11 thofe .,evils, a11d be 
brouz_ht fafe to eternal glory. • 

ADDRESS X. 

On Ohedience to their Parents, 

THIS, ye children, is a duty which the.Jight of natur~ 
feerns to teach, and on which much of your. credit and well­
being th this lifo depends; but it being plainly_and pofttively 
commanded of God, it is wic~ed, very wicked to neglecl: it .. 

God's commandment is, Exod. xx. 12. " Honour thy 
father and thy mother;" and in Lev it. xix. 3. this is in.,. 
forced, "Ye Hiall fear every man his mother and his father." 
Agzin, this is repeated with a promife annexed to it, Dcut, v. 
16. " Honour thy father and thy mother as the Lord thy 
God hath commanded thee, that thy days may be prolonged, 
and that it may go well with thee.'' • ' 

And Solomon faith, Prov. xxiii. 22. "H€l;ilrken to thy fa­
ther that begat thee, and defpife not thy mother when lhe is 
old... And to the difobedient, he faith, eh. xxx. 17. ~' The 
eve that mocketh at his father, and defpifeth to obey his mother, 
the ravens of the valley lhall pick it out, and the young eagles 
1hall eat it." And Deut. xxvii. 16. " Curled be he that 
fetteth light by his/father or his mother, and aH the people 
fhall fay, Amen." -

And Lev. -xx. 9. " Every one that curfoth his father or his 
mother, !hall be furely put to death ; he hath curfed his. 
father or his mother, his blood lhall be upon him.'' Thus 
you fee w] at the word of God faith, in the Old Tefiament, 

• relpecl:-
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rerpecling your behaviour to your pa,rents, and as this will ~e 
(uffictent fcir you to think of, an<l turn over in your minds this • 
week, we will referve the New Tefl:ament account of 1hi1> 
important matter for our next Addrefs. But re~ember, God 
will know if you think wickedly, he will hear if you {peak: 
wickedly,' and he will fee and puniil1, if you any way llct 
wickedly to yuur parents, 

ADDRESS XI. 

On D_ifobetliena to Parentt. 

[F.rom t_he New Tefhiment.J 

WE hope, dear childr;n, you have thought many times on 
what is faid in the Old Te"fiament, on th~ great fin of difobe­
dieu~e to parents. We proceed now to prefs on your tender 
minds a few thino-s from the New f'efiament. 

Our Lord -and Saviour Jefus Chriil: has talc.en up this f-ub­
jecl:, ·Matt xv. 4. thus, " For God commanded, faying, 
honour c:1y father and mother, and he that curfeth father or 
mother, let him die the death." See alfo Mark vii. 10. 

And the infpired apofHes of Jr.:fus Chrifl have enforced this 
·duty, ERh· vi. I, 2, 3: "Children obey your parents in tbe 
Lord; for this is right. Ho1Mur thy father and mother; 
which is the firfi: commandment with promife; that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayeft live long on the earth."­
Coll. iii. 20. " Children obey your parents i~ all things; fo,r 
this is w.:11 pleafi11g to the Lord." \Vhat a difference is 

1here ! DifibeJie11ce to par~•ts will lay ytiu under a curie, eveu 
the dreadful curfe of Gud, but if you honour and obey th.em, 
it will pleafe GoJ, will be a bleffing to yourfelves, and a 
comfo, t to ycitH parent~ too. We alfo fiud, Rom. i. 20. 

that JiJ:>bedience to parents is confid::red as a nry gre:it Jin, 
,md fuch /inners arc worthy of death, allll even they who h.ive 
pk;fur1; ill them, thdt dufo wicktdly. Alfo in 2 Tim."iii._2. 
dit'"bcJie,m:: to parents is one of the Cins that fh;ill di(grace the 
la:tei· d,ty;, and is r,ll:kt:d withcov1;tuuu!i1ds, boafiint, pride, 
aud ,-v~n blafplien,y. 

Now ..ve hope, that after t½is infiruclion, and good advice 
fro,n the wurd of Gud, you will .i.11- ttrive co lov,:, obey and 
honour your p.1re11cs ; tilar you' wi:J not wilfully difobey 
thern, nor, if you can_ht.:lp it, lo rnuch as ke-:p co:npany with 
thc,11 that do difobey their paients, lcfi you ihould !eun their 
wkk.ed w,1ys, and thereby 91fend the God of Hc:,1v· n .11~d 
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Earth, and be cut off in yourrehelli0n,and for ever punilhed 
in hell for it. But if you ohey God, and believe in Jefus 
Chrift, who has di,d for your fills, a,.d love him, your days 
on earth lhall be comfortable, and ynur f0uls ihall be happy in 
heaven for ever, which may God of his infi,nite mc,rcy gram, 
for Jc!us Chrifl's fake. Amen. . 

,-o the Editor of the General Baptifl Jl,fagazint. 

MR. EDITOR, 

Amidft the numerous important fobjcch that have made their 
appearance through the channel of your ufeful Magazin:, I 
have long wifued to fee the foliowing introduced; but find­
ing thofe, who have mo~e gifts and abilities than mylelt~ 
backward in offering their thoughts on the moll: important 
fubjetl: ©fa worldly nature that can occupy the .mind of 
man, I fi:ep forwards to offei: a few of my weak ide,as. • I 
flatter rnyfelfthat the chriftian reader will call a mantle of 
love over every deft:l}, when he confiders it comes from 
the we.iker velfel, having no other motive in view than the 
glory of God, and the gc,od of fome fellow pilgrim. 

I HAVE long obfervecl, with gteat concern, the impru­
dent comlutl: of mai.y ( of the profdTed followers of the 
blefTed J efus) in their choice of a companion for life. ' I feel 
myfelf infufficient to account for th~t cunducl:, which feems to 
prev.:iil in thefe days. It appears to me as though grace was 
laid afide, and if worldly circumfl:ances, together with a few 
outward accomplifhments, mct:t with the approbation of Come; 
the grand and important fubjec:l of all is lefc out cf.the quet1ion. 
This is the caufe of fo 11e going, as ic were, with _broken bones, 
perhaps, all the days of ,heir life. Behdes the evil it ,brings on 
their own fouls, it is what much difhonours God; and fuch 
conduct is a great llumblin5 block to young prufdfors. I 
know not how many links this chain of evil rr,ay contain to 
thofe who are purfuing fuch a line of condutl, I will venture 
to fay, thdt tl.e Juve of Chriil: is at a low ebb in your foul; 
the glory and b~auty of your dear Redeemer is but of little 
eltim.ition 111 your view, neither can I think that fuch cha­
raB:ers h,ve eithc:r made 1t a fubjl'cl: of earnell and fervent 
prayer at a throne of grace, nor well examined the fcriptures 
on this fubJ:::Cl; or clfe they throw them afide, determined 
not to be guided by ihem; which is incon11fh:nt with the 
c!-irifiian's cunduB: The Pfal.nifl fays, "Oh, how I love 
thy law! it 1s my meditauon day and iiight," An~ in 
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~falm ~x:ile. 9. '' Wherewith !hall a young man cleanfe his way? 
by Laking heed thereto, according to thy word." It is the 
duty and privilege of evety believer to take thi: wor<l of G:;d 
as the rule of hi5. conduct; and an inequality iA the con­
jugal tlate is as exprefsly forbidden; lfoth in the Old and N:::w 
Tell:ament, as any other fin. It appears to me as thougn 
this fin was the chief caufe of the flood. Re1d Gen. vi. 2. 

Mark the difiincl:ion between them: the fons of God and 
daughters of men; it is faid, that the fons of God faw the 
daughters of men; that they were fair, and they ~ook them 
wives of all which they chofe. It appears as though they 
gratified the defire of their eyes at the hazard of their fo:ils. 
In the jd verfe we read the declaration of the Lor<l to them on 
account of this their finful and irriprudent conduct. ' What 
gracious foul cari read this chapter, anJ not fee the evil offuch 
a conduct? or can tliey fuppofe that the Lord is riot the fame; 
and as jealous for his honour and glory now as at that ear! y 
period? He is an ur:changeable Cod. He then tefl:ificd his 
anger again!l: them by fending a deluge, and will he not n:)W 
chafrife- his own people? Yes, they will have, their reward. 
When Jolhua was exhorting the children of Ifrael to obe­
dience, chap. xxiii. this is one fin he exhGirt~ them to avoid~ 
vcrfe r 2. And in the 13th verfe, he fets before them the 
confequente of fo doing; and lell: they lhould think light of it, 
he fays, know- for a certainty, that the Lord your God, &c. 
He repeats the relation between the Lord and his people: 
I think this is an argument fufficient of itfelf to deter frorn 

• fuch a c0nducl:; but he proceeds, " The Lord wo1,1ld no more 
drive out thefe nations from before you; but they lhall be 
fnares and traps unto you, and fcourges in your li<les, and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perilh from off this good b.nd, 
which the Lord your God hath given you.'' I will only 
refer you to one fcriptute more, left the reader {hould think: 
me tedious; which is the viith chapter of Deuteronomy. 
Minute! y examine each verfe, and foe if what is there con­
tained is not fufficient to prove that fuch a conducl rs highly 
difpleafing to the Lord; it may here be ebferved, that the 
Lord takes particular notice of the conduct of his people. 

I coine-now to the New Tefiament, and {hall only record 
what the apoll:le Paul fays, 2 Cor. vi. 14. and following 
verfes. Does not every real believer axperience the truth 
of this? " What COrllmunion hath light with darknefs? Are 
the carnal arid worldly to be the chofen companions ol the 
Lord's people? No, David fays, " I am a companion of all 
them th~ fear thy name." lf they are' Q9t partak~rs of thll 
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grace o!God, there can be neither fpiritual union nor com. 
munion. However amiable the outward conduct may be ir.i 
the eyes of the world., Cuch may''be faid to be like an effigy. 
It may much refcmble the perfon, but the.,principal thing is, 
wanting, which is lite. All by nature are dead to God, have 
neither fpiritual light nor lite. ls it not contrary to nature 
for the living to choofe the dead for their affociates? In my 
Tiew it is as contrary to the fpiritual nature of a heaven-born 
foul to make choice of a carnal perfon for a bofom friend. 
There cau be no fpirit'_lal union, . for they are each travelling, 
a contrary road, at an 1mmenfe drftance from each other. 

The chrifiian life is an hidden life; they have joy and' 
forrow which the world knoweth not of. Should you,. 
my chrifiian friend, ( for as fuch I addrefs you) be deprefi"ed_ 
on account of fin, and the remains of corruption which you 
feel within, on this account ihould your fpirits be deprefi"ed, 
and you mourning an abfent Lord; could you communicate 
to a carnal friend, though ever fo near and dear to you in the 
ties of nature ? If h~ lhould enquire into the cauftl:, an~ you· 
was to inform him, he woul<l not underfiand your language. 
What then might you ex peel ? perhaps provoking words, or 
if not permitted thus far, he wou.ld be no means of adminifler­
ing confolation : he could not dire8 _you to the fource of con­
folarion, becaufe he is ignorant of it himfelf. Whereas if he 
were a profdfor of the gr.ace of G.od, you would have a lhare· 
in his fervent petitions at a throne of grace; he would fiudy 
to fpeak to you a. word in feafon. Are you rejoicing in the, 
ways of the Lord, a carnal companion would have· no relifh, 
for that which is your dtlight; on the other hand, the heart 
of your beloved friend would rejoice, and his f)rayers would be 
turned info praife on your account. Thus l might ,contrafb 
through every fcene of life. This. world is not tht: believer's 
refi. Here we have no cuntinuiqgcity. Trials y.ou mufi ex-. 
peel:. Every follower of Jefus is called to carry the crofs. 
How rniferable mull thofe be who, infiead of having a friend 
to bear part of the burden, has, one who increafeth it ! Per­
baps you may have a numerous offspring committed to your 
char,,.e, and thefe are to be tr:Iined l.lP in the fear of the LordJ 
Can °any pious parent look on them,_ and his bowels--not yearn 
over them, when he confiders the worth of tht:ir. immortal fouls? 
If you are unequal! y yoked, can you ex peel: that your bofom 
frien~ will ever pray for them or with them? will ever t;akc 
them afide, and converfe with them about the concerns of their 
iminortal fouls, when he has nc:ver fdt a concern for his own l 
No, be is a ll:ranger to t!1(;f<: thu1gs. Bu.t p~rmit me a little 
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farther. When affiillion takes hold on either yo1t or him, 
the concern for the foul of y-our friend, if you really know the 
worth of a foul, will double your affii8ion, When death 
makes his approach how awful the Lparation, if you have no 
hope of meeting at the right hand of God ! 

Methinks I hear the language of a piou& partner or parent 
pouring out his foul before God at a throne of grace. What 
Boods of tears, what agony of foul, what wrelllings with the 
Lord, that his dear friend may, with him, be bound up in the 
bundle of life. 

I believe from fc~ipturc that particular friencis and acquaint­
ance will have a knowledge \:,f each other in the world of 
fpirits. How mufi the confideration of this alrnofi overwhelm 
the foul of a pious perfon, when be ccmfiders that there muft 
·be (if grac-e prevent not) an eternal feparation from one whom 
he holds the neareft and deardl: in this world. 0, my fellow 
pilgrim ! let me intreat you, as you profefs to love the Lord 
Jefus, and value the peace of your own foul, enter largely 
into thefe confiderations, and then fay with pious Jofeph, how 
can I do this wickednefs, and fin againft God 1 • 

Yau, my female friend, who have not enfered into thii 
ftation of life, fuffer me to di"op a few words of advice. 
Fi(fl:, fet a guard over your affecl:ions, for love is the firongeft 
paffion of the foul ; attend to the exhortation of the apoftle, 
" Crucify the flelh with the affecl:ions thereof.'' Confider 
the chriftian life is a life of crucifixion, a life of (elf-denial ; 
and though it be ever fo profitable to your body, and ever fo 
beloved, .even as a right hand, yet, if it be comrary to the 
command of the Lord, you mufl part with it. 

Second, \Vben a perfon pays his addrefi"es to you, with a 
view to gain your friendlhip, be not hafly in accepting the 
offer, left you lhould have caufe to repent. • 

Third, Make it a fubje8 of earnefr and fervent prayer at 
the throne of grace; but take heed lefi: your language then: 
be, "Thy will lte done," and your conducl:be the reverie. 

Fourth, Before you take one fi:ep in this engagemen r, have 
fome clear evidence that the perfon is a fubje8 of divine 
grace; and do not act, as many have done, and have cauf~ 
to repent, with a peradventure it may ile fo, 

Fifth, Minutely obft:rve the footfieps of Providence. 
Sixth, Take the word of God as the rule of your conduct. 
Seventh, Attend to the dictates of your confcience when 

you are in a fpiritual .frame. 
A word to thofe who have been wife in this their choice:-. 

Set a w.itch over your affecl:ions, left they become a fnare to 
3 A 2 you. 
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you. Let, not too much of you: precio~s time be fp~nt ill 
e2.ch ot:1t:r s c,,mpany, excepting 1t be to improve the mind of 
each .,t:~cr; avoid that frothy converfation which too much 
prevails among profefTors in thefe daJS· Let prudence and 
fnodcf{ y '.:le as ornaments to you, both in· converfation and 
b. hav irn1, ; he tender and aff't8ionate to each otlier, A void dif­
co; _;. and di.i"putes, that you may adorq,thi dochiite of God your· 
Sav iou i 11 all things. l'vl uch more if1ight be fai~ to ,the fame 
purpofo; b -,tI conclude, lea vino- thefe fc:w hints to your ferious 
C '.nfi~erati;m. Commit your ,:,war un~o the ~oid~ and he 
will d11ell: your fteps. • 

PRISCILLA. . ' 

To the Churr,hu of Chrijl, and to all Individuals, who wife_ 
well to the New Csn;ullion of Ft:u Grace Get1eral Boptifts~ 

' ' 
and to the lnjlitution far ,he .f njlrut}ion of y,ung Minijlers~ 

which they have lately ,jlablijhed. ( See 294th 0111/ 2951!, 
pages, No. xxx1. of this Magazine;.) th~ Gener~/ Baptifl 

.A jfoci<,ti,m held at Spa/dint, Lincolrifhire, on June '2,4,t~
1 

25th, 26th, 18co. Send Chrijiian Salu/atio11 :-. 

DEAR BRETHREN, 

DEEPLY im,preffed with a fenfe of the importance of th\l 
Gofpel Miniftry, and of obtaining a regular fucceffion of ac­
ceptable, and ufeful Minifiers in that denomination ef 
Chrdlians, whofe fentiments in our opinion, approach the 
-neareft to the doctrinei. of the New Teftament: w~ 
be~ leave to requeft your attention to the Inftitution 
adopted by the general ~ody to attain fo defirable an enp, an4 
folicit your patronage, in order to give it all poffible effect. • 

At the General Baptiil: Alfociaticin,' held at Kegworth, in 
the county of Leicei!l:cr, anno. 1797, the foundation was laid 
for a permanent fund, the application of which was, the edu:.. 
cation of promifing Young Men~ who fhould be recom7 
mended by the Chur<:hes, to which they belon~, that they 
might hereby acquire fuch a portion of Literary and Theolo­
gical Knowledge, as would ( with Divine affifiance) qualify 
them to labour in the word and doctrine, to the general fatis; 
faction of our Churches, the convedioh of S1nn1rrs, and the 
greater extenfion of the kingdom of our Lord Je~us Chri~. 
This defign, we are happy to fay, has been patromzid, fince 
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ihat time, beyond our mofl: fanguine expecl:ations: and fome 
of the fruits have already been reaped, which, in fo ihort a 
period, have exceeded our fairefl: hopes. 

The great importance of the objetl-, the flattering profpetl-s 
which have bce11 prefented, and "hich, in a meafure, ha vc 
been realized, encourage us to perfcvere with increafing 
ardour. Enlarged fcenes open on our view, and more exten­
five good invit<::s us tt more vigorous exertion. We implore 
your affifl:ance, brethren, in this glorious caufe, which we 
doubt not will repay all your labours with abundant bleffings 
on your own heads and on your children, and po!terity, t~ 
many generations. 

In an affair of fuch magnitude, it will be unneceffary to 
fay, we need the mofl: generous and extenfive aid. Indivi­
dual denations, annual fubfcription~, and fiated public col­
lecl:ions, are the means we folicit. And it is exceedingly 
defirable, that we be favoured fofficiently with thefe, not 
only to pay the currentexpeqces, but to accumulate until the 
foundation be adequate to the fupport of all the weight which 
may at any time refl: upon it. 

We earnefl:ly recommend and requell:, that every I\,lini1ler 
will exert himfelf to procure public annual collections, and 
dona~ions from individuals, within the circle of his acquaint-
ance and influence. . 

As the accounts are exilmined and balanced at the arinual 
AITociation, it is requefl:cd that all the collecl:ions, &c. i11 
each year be made previous to that time. And we beg leave 
to fuggefi: the propriety of each Church fixing on fome 
particular DAY in each year for that purpofe, and tranfmitti ng 
an account of the fame t0 the Committee, to be inferted in 
their Minutec;. This would not only be a greater conveniency 
fo the Churches, but would contribute to facilitate the work, 
;Jnd benefit the Infi:itution. 
~ ' i • 

I am, dear Brethren, 

In behalf of the AITociation, 

Your willing s~rvant, for Jefus' fake, 

D. TAYLOR.,. 

ANECDOTE 
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ANECDOTE. 

For the ~nerai Brtptijl Mazaz.ii1ti._ 

MR. EDITOR, 
The following anecdote was r.elated to !Jle by a friend, a 

few years ago, as a fall; and as I have never yet feen it 
in princ, I franfmit it to you memoriter, as not unworthy 
:a place in your milccllany. 

IN the fame triwn, I have forgotten where, r~fided an 
Independent minifter, and an Epifcopalbn clergyman. They 
lived on terms of friendihip, and even fotne degree of in­
timacy. That body of Dilfcnters, known by the name of 
Indei:>endants (though, as a term of difl:iriclion, it is now 
indifi:inll and unappropriatc) are, you know, P1do/Japtijtr. 
The Independent minifter h.iving a child to fprinkle, invited • 
bis friend the. clergyman to attend at the ceremony ; and 
in the courfe of his reman.s on the occafion, fpoke directly 
and fomewhat indign2ntly on the prallice of Jpon/ors, as 
unauthorifed by fcripture. The clergyman felt, but faid 
nothing at that'time; but when an opportunity occurred of 
meeting with his friend alone, he introduced the fubje8, and 
noticed the unfriendlinefs of being fo pointed_ in his remarks,. 
on the ufe of fponfors, as he knew it to be his praBice, and 
alfo • that of the church of which he was a minill:er; and 
efpecially as he attended purely in confequence of his,invita• 
tion, it had, he obferved, an uncandid and unfriendly ap­
pearance. . " Why," fays the Independent mi nifler, " the 
practice is fo unfcriptural and abfurd, that I can fcarcel y (peak 
or think of it with any degree of patience."-" Puhaps," 
replied the clergyman, ((you have not examined the facred 
w1itings partirnlarlyand' clcfdy on that fubje8."-" 0 yes, 
I have," rejo.ned the L dependent minill:er, " and am fore 
there is nut a fyllab)e to be met with in the whole New 
Teflament to autht.>rize fuch a prallice.'' "Why, I believe," 
faid the clergyman, " if you look again, you will find it in 
the very next verfo to 'that which fpeak~ of infant fprinkling." 

I muft own myfelf, Mr. Editor, to he of the cle1',yman's 
epin.on. It appears to me, at pre(ent, that the. New Tef­
tament contiins juft as much in favour of the one practice, as 
of the other. But if I be mifiaken, I !hall be glad to have my 
views rectified, and will thank the perfon· that will feri0ufly 
ar,d caudidly make the atterrJpt, ANTIPJEDO. 

ANEC. 
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ANECDOTE. 
THERE was an Italian biiliop, who had firuggled through 

i:rcat difficulties, without repining, and who met with 
much oppolition in the difcharge of his ep;fcopal function, 
without ever betraying the le.:O: impatience. An intimate 
friend of his, who highly admired thofe virtues, which he 
thought it impoflible to imitate,. one day aiked the prelate, 
if he could communicate the fecret of being always eafy ?­
" Yes, ( replied· the old man) 1 can teach you my fecre~ 
and with great facility: it cor,fills in nothing more than 
in making a right ufe of my eyes."-His friend begged him 
to explain himfelf.-" Molt willingly (n:turned the bifhop). 
In wh.:1tever O:ate I am, l fidl: of all look up to heaven, and, 
I remember that my principal bufinefs here, is to get there. 
I then look down upon the earth, call to mind how fmall 
a fpace I lhaH occupy in it, when I come to be interred. I 
then look a-broad into the world, and obferve what multitudes 
there are, who are in all refpeB:s more unhappy than myfelf. 
Thus I learn where true happinefs is placed,-where all our 
cares mu 0: end,-andi how very little reafon I have to repine 
gr compJain." • J. F. 

'l'o the Ediior of the General Baptijl Matazine • 
. Sia, ~ 

Would any_ of your friends reconcile. the following feeming 
contradill.ion in fcripture, it would greatly Qblige 

, • AYOUNGiNQ~JJRER~ 

IN Paul's Epi!lle to the Romar:s, xi chap. 29 ver. u For 
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."-Ac:ls 
ii. chap. ver. 38 .. " Theri Peter faid unto them, repent, and l:e 
baptized every one of you in th:: name of Jefus Chrifi, for the 
remiffion of fins,- and ye {hall rective -rhe t1,ift of the holy 
Ll1" • g1:on. 

'To the Editor of /he General Baptift .Magazine. 
SIR, • • 

I SHOULD be glad if any of your obliging correfpor.dents 
would be fo kind as to open the meaning and throw fome light 
upon that dark and myl1erious µq.(fage, I Tim. i. 20. "He has· 
bten fpeaking of fome whu have maJt: fhipwreck of faith, < f 
whum (fJith he) is Hymeneus al)(] Alex,rndt:r; whom I have 
Jelivered unto fotan, tlut thl y may learn not to blafpheme," 

1 am with n:fpe8.·, your's, 
J.B. 
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THE INSTRUCTI01' OF THE RISING GENEltATION' IN THI 

PR.INCIPLks OF THE CHRlSl'IAN RELIGiON, RECOM­

MENDED. 

THE fituafiori of a ditciple of Jefus has in it fomething re­
markably awful and animating. He is a firanger here: 
heaven is his home. His contim..iance on earth is thort an<l 
uncertain; and he is ha!l:enirtg into ar.other world to give ari 
account of his frewardiliip, arid to etiter int0 eternal reft. 
What value does ,this fiamp on the portion of time he is per­
mitted to fpend in a prefent fiate ! With his principles, to 
confume life in 110th feems madncfs; not to improve it to the 
\ltmoft, muft be folly, How anxious thouid he be that the 
world may b.: the eetter for him,: and that he may be inftru­
mental in promoting the welfare of his fellow creatures in the 
highell: de!}ree ! To one who is thus difµofed, and whofe piious 
mind is daily devifing good and liberal things, various plans 
of ufefulnefs will occur, and he will give to ea'.ch it's di.le fuare 
of attention. 

Some may be difpofed to afk, " which is the befl:, that we 
may attend to that in the fidl: place, whatev.er others may be 
neglected?" Next to the preaching of the gofpel, which u_n­
doubtedly claims .,the highdl: place, it may be quefiioned if 
there be a plan of equal importance with the Infirucl:i'on of 
~he rifing Gene~ation in the Principles , of the Chrifiian Re'­
ligion. 

It indeed makes little fuew at the tlme, and procures little 
applaufe; it is frequently; na:y corn1no1ily undervalued: but 
let the mind follow that irifrruction -in it's·effecrs on conduB: 
and characl:er, and one of the grandell: and moll delightful 
profpects in the mfilral world will prefcnt itlelf to vievr. For 
want of due attention, like many things of real value, it may 
have efcaped the notice even of good men. But let it be fe .. 
riou!l y confidered as it dtferves, and it's great importance 
will appear to all who love God, and thirft for the happinefs 
ofthe human race. 

Virw man as an im11u1rtal being.· Firfi, confine your atten­
tion to the individual. Here is an immortal creature growing 
\Ip in ignorance and in vice; the £lave of appetite and pallion; 
:rnd dettitute of principles to form tl;c character and direct the 
conduct Let him be taught the truths of God's word, 
Through the divine Lleffing they change his ~eart, and make 
hirµ wife unto falvation, fkadv.inccs from childhood to youth, 

• m~ 
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a11J from youth ta riper years, under the influeMe of the 
principles of the go(pel. He denies himfdf, takes up his 
trofs, and follows Chrifl:; and ta!lcs that felicity in rcligion1 
which the w01ld cannot give, and which the world can[Jot 
take away. When the varied fcenes of life draw to a clofe, 
he commits his .departing foul into the hands of Jefus, and 
enters at death into the joy of his Lord. Conti-aft: this with 
the ungodly life, the cheerlefs death, and the miferable eternity 
of the untutored boy or girl, who fpends childhood and youth 
in vanity, and riper years in guilt, 

Did the errecl:s of infl:ruction rdl: here, the importance 
would be acknowledged by all; but they do not. They are 
felt by his family. Having himfelf experienced the pleafures 
ari11ng from,religion, and knowin 6 the neceffity and value of 
it to others, and the peculiar obligations he is under to thofe 
of his own holi!e, he is at pains to inlhucl them in the ~hings 
which he himfdf was taught, and gives his infl:rucl:ions all the 
weight they can receive from an exemplary life. What 
happy effecl:s as to their eternal falvation niay not, through 
the divine blelfing, be hoped for from the confl:ant ufe of 
thefe means of grace ! 

Nor does the benefit fiop even here; it_ will be felt by the 
neighbourhood in which he lives. We do not efiimate 
highly enough ·the influence of·one man's conduct upon thofe 
who are within the fphere of his obfervation. The impurf! 
behaviour of an individual has a tendency to pollute all 
around. It i!f like the putrid carcafe, which emits its fetid 
effluvia on every fide. • On the other hand, the influence of a 
holy life is f<c1r greater than we commonly imagine. • It may 
well be compared to a field of rofes, which diffufes it's fra­
grance in every 9irecl:iot1. One good ·man puts vice to the 
blufh in his 11eighbourhood, encourages. feeble virtue, ani­
mates the timid to follov., him; arid is an eminent bleffing to. 
the place where he refides. . 

But his conducl: has a fiill wider range of influence. He isi 
a blefiing to the community of.which he is a member, He 
fl:ands up,like a ch:ampion for God. He is deeply conceracd 
for the caufi::: of religion. His prayers are daily offaed up 
for the welfare of the land, and the happinefs of the· people; 
and it is his to11fl:ant aim to promote knowledge, virtue, and 
p_iety amdng his countrymi!n, as their richefl: and befr iQhec 
ntance. 

Why fh◊-uld we not fay, he becomes a bldling to the 
wodd? Every good man, in whatever country he lives, js 
tn acceffio11 to the " holy catholic church," an:l gives it. 
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additional ftrength. Here is one example of piety rn d1t 
world more; one infl:rucl:or more ; one interceffor more ;. 
and one ready by his deeds of benevolence to promote plans 
formed for the advancement of religion in the mo!l: diHant 
lands. Such, indeed, is the connection between man an.d 
man, that it is impoffible for one nation to be emi,nently piou~. 
without every neighbouring country feeling the beneht of it's 
holy aud happy inBuence> and without extending it's efforts. 
of all:ive chriil:ian zeal to the remotell parts of the globe. • 

Thefe arc the chrifiian's moil exalted hopes; they 
are the objecls of his highefi effeam, and mofl: earneft 
purfuit. • ' 

But the fobjecl: may be viewed in reference to it's influ­
ence on c-ivil fociety, and the temporal benefit of man. A 
prefent world is the grand theatre of the divine government, 
in which God diCplays the glory of his characl:er;. where 
good men tefiify their fubjecl:ion. anti their love to him; and 
which is the place of preparation for an immortal fiate. 
'-V hatever, therefore, tends to promote the di vine honour,. 
and to advance the caufe of virt4.le and happinefii, is anfwering 
one of the grand ends of man's exifi:enc~. 

Religion i-s_ the only folid balis of true focial virtue in all 
it's parts: when therefore a youth, in confequence of in.­
ftruction, becomes a good mari,, his individual ~xcellence 
gives beauty and firength to fociety. _ One· virtuous cha,. 
racl:er is an acquilition of no fmall m.oment; and at a time 
like the prefent, when the number is fo fmall, is the more 
important. The firength of religious principle,. opera.ting 
en every part of his conduct-, forms ~ pillar for the fupport of 
the focial fabric. Whatever regulations are devi.fed for the 
welfare of fociety, there mufr be virtue in thofe who confi-itute 
it, or they will prove in a great devee ineffi.cient7 The 
fentiments of one of the firff magifi:ranes of England, d~r 
with peculiar energy, illuftrate and confirm this- reafon]ng. 
On a trial for adultery, lord Kenyon obfcrved. from the 
bench, " That the happinefs of every fociety depended on 
the virtue of the members who compofed that foci'ety; and 
every individual was deeply concerned, fa far as he could, 
to _advance the good of the fociety, asd to imitate the e:iv­
ample of the patriarch of old, who, faid, ",As for me a~ my 
houfe we will ferve the Lord." 

When he becomes the head of a family, his confiant aiui. 
is to malce them pious and virtuous. This is tl:e fi. fl: fboot 
from the frock; as an ir.<lividual is of importance in fociety, 
much moie a fami]y. Here is a difplay oi lhc domefi-ic vir-

tues, 
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tuos, of love, harmony, peace, integrity, benevolence, and 
,compafiion, in t.he different relations of hu!band and wife, of 
parents and children, of mafl:ers and fervants. A country 
full offuch families, how tranquil an.d happy would it be! 

But he moves in a wider tphere while purfuing his worldly 
bufinefs, and is connecl:ed with a number of perfons in very. 
different frations in life. By thefe his virtue is feen. In his 
dealings he is upright; in his iTltercaurfe with mankind 
fociabl.c and kind, and always acling as in the fear of God. 
He over-awes the bad; he animates tile· good; and his 
whole deportment has a tendency to a_dd conftderably to the 
.portionJof virtue in fociety, and confequently to it's hap .. 
pinefs. 

Nor is it to be concluded, that where the infl:rullio11 
of youth in the principles of religion does not prove the 
means of their falvation, all it's influence is loft, Scarcely 
.one .d-iv.ine truth falls upon the youthful mind altogether in 
vain. If the knowledge .of divine things does not fave the 
foul, ,it enlightens the confcience, and over-awes it: it 
renders the perfon a deceot and honefi member of fo<:iety, 
and alliamed and afraid of outward vices. Where it hai 
not fo much influence, but is ovecborn by the tide of paffion~ 
it checks him iH his career of iruquity; it refirains his forious 
lufts; it tears his heart with remorfe, and pi.ices his con .. 
fcience at le.all, on the fide of virtue and religion. The 
value even of thefc to fociety, iq the prefent frate of things, 
is not fmall. Thefe, however, .;re but the Jowefi in .. 
fl:ances of benefit: in numberlefs cafes there is reafon, 
through the divine favour, to hope for thofo higher bleffing. 
which have been .ilready enumerated. • 

As the infirullion of children in the principles of reli­
gion is fo very important to the happinefs of mankind, botb 
in a prefent and in a future fiate, it will naturally be a1ked, 
what attention· has been paid to it in England? It would 
afford great pleafure to be able i:o give a favourable report, 
and to look back with exultation on the general di1fu£ion 
()f religious knowledge among the children of all ranks 
in the community. Let us examine. Has it been con­
fidered by minifiers as the fecond in importance of the 
¥arious parts of their funllion? Has it been pµrfoed with 
that ardour, :affiduity, and perfeverance, to which it has 
fo jufr a claim? That multitudes of children ha\·e learned the 
words of a catechifm by rote, will be readily allowed: \tut 
.that pairi~ have. been tak<m by tl1e public teachers of religion 
jp general to ilillrU:et youth in the principles of che g,;ifpel, 
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Jn a rational way. as other brai:chcs ~f know!cdg_e _11r, 
taught, will, it is to be feared, not admit of a convincing 
proof. Parents and guardi;:ms, on whom the duty equally 
devolves, have too often imitated their neglect:; and ffom 
this inattention, a vafl: portion of the ri11ng generation, for 
more than a century paft, has grpwn up in ignorance of 
~hri!l:ianity. The melancholy confequ~nce is, tha_t mul­
titudes have perilhed for lack of knowledge. Ignorance 
has filled them with prejudices againft the truth; or has 
made them fatisfied in a form of religion without the 
power; or has lulled them afieep in the ways qf ihe world; 
or plunged them into profanenefs, an!l open iniquity. So 
general has this ignorance been, that -tl10fe who po not 
converfe much with men in different fituatiom, can form 
Tio idea of the lack of knowledge, ·which, alas! !lill pre~ 
vails: and the wickednefs flowing from it, has Qeen im=-:, 
menfe ! In eternity alone can the mifery it creates be feen anq 
known. • .. 

'\Vhen the pious and benevolent heart furveys • the mourn., 
ful fcene, an enquiry will be made in tears - " Is there 
any neceffity that things lhould continue thus_? Can no- • 
thing be done to remedy the evil ? What is the moil: likely 
means to banilh this· criminal ignoran~e, and to fpread in­
ftrucrion eyery where; that, if poflible, there may not be 
a youth in England defl:itute of religious !rnowledge? Point 
0ut the way to remove the evil, and idhall have all the ai4 
~at I can give, and that my influence can procure.'.' • 

The fubjecl: certain! y merits very ferio'us confideration i 
~nd when maturely weighed, furni!}les a facisfactory an­
f wer, and prefents f~ll (cope to the mofr vigorou:,; exertions 'of 
~hrifrian zeal. • • • 

[1'o b, contin11et/.] • 

0BJTUARY~ 
dugufl 12, J 8qo, 

ON ·w t.dnefday, 30th tJlt. departed this life ~t Coningfby, 
pear Horncafi:le, Lincoln1hire1 in: th~ 88th year of his age, 
the Rev. Gilbert Boyce, 'who, during the_ long period of 
f:xty-two years, had relided there, firft as mini!l:er, and foon 
after .a.s' pallor of the Gei1eral Baptifl: Church in that place: 
g;.e tuties of which fration he very honourably difcharged. He 
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:?lfo, for a confiderable number of years, refpeclfully filled ur 
the office of meffenger of the Baptized Churches in tho{e parts; 
in which capacity, till prevented by the infirmities of his ad­
vanced age, he had travelled conli<lerably in affifiing defiitute 
Churches, or Cuch whofe circumlla11ces required particular 
care and advice. - Whether confidcred _as a chrifl:ian, a mi­
nifl-er, a hutband, a. father, a friend, or a neighbour, he, 
through the grace of God that was with him, conducted hi111-
felf with that uprightnefs of principle, and amiablenefs of 
manners, which endeared him to his friends, and rendered 
him univerfally refpe8:ed. 

He retained his mental faculties to an admirable degree':' 
i.n writing, he cxpre!fed himfelf in an eafy, perfpicuous man­
ner, and the clearnefs :and fieadinefs of his hand, c0uld be 
hardly exceeded by a perfon in the prime of_life. Only three 
weeks before his own funeral fermon was preached, he deli­
vered a funeral .fermon for a member of his church; in 
which folernnity he was remarked to be peculiarly earne!l: 
and impreffive, as though he were apprehenlive of his ap­
proaching diifolution: the following week he was inditpofed, 
fo as n~t to preach on the enfuing Lord's day: on the former 
part of the Monday (21 fl: ult.) he felt rather better; but, in 
the _afternoon, was frized with a lhi vering fit, which returned 
once or twice that fame day, followed by a high degree of 
feyer, and attended witb fame delirium, whi-e:h was but tran­
fient, for his mind regained it's compofure and ferenity, and he 
frequently,expreffed.his joyful hope of being Coon with Chrilt. 

Sometime before his illnefs, he had recommended the aged 
;widow qf a _deceafed minifter to the widows Fund, in London, 
for relief; and fqon after he was taken ill he exprdfed an 
anxious folicitude on her account; from which he was re­
Jicved by receiving'a letter.informing him, that lhe was ac­
cepted; on which be faid with pleafure, n Every thing is 
fini!hed noyV," ~\ture daily grew weaker; the two or three 
)aft days, l}e w;is too low to be ~!:>le to fpeak, and on the even­
ing of the day abovem,entioned, he entered into his tefl. 

His remains were ,i_nterred in the burial ground adjoining 
the meeting-hpufe, on Lord's day afternoon, Augufi: the 3d, 
by Mr. Burgefs, of Fleet, who, at Mr. Boycc:'s appointment, 
preached the funera) difco'urfe, from Acb xx. 25. "And now, 
behold, J kn_ow th_at ye all, among whom I ha\'e gone, 
preaching the kingdom of 9od, fhall fee my face no more.'' 
A portion of fcripture whiqi he had long before fixed upon 
for the purpofe. Numbers teftified ~heir ref pea to the de­
ceafed by attc:nding on the OCl:ation i fo that the houfe was 
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crowded, many tl-ood out of doors, Ccveral could not get nigh 
enough to hear. It may be remarked, that, not only the· 
church he fo long fervecl has to lament his departure, but alfo 
a numerous train of relatives ; for he h:i.s left behind him eight 
children; twenty-four grand children, and fourteen great 
grand children. The lofs that the church at Coningfby fuftains 
by the hereavement of fo venerable a pafior, will not be eafily 
repaired. May the good Lord raife the:-n up a Samuel to fuc­
ceed a good old Eli, or a Timothy to follow an aged Paul! 

N. B. It is intended to give a lhort account of the life 
of Mr. Boyce in our next Number .• 

Augull: 10, 1800, died \Villi~m Goyder, aged near 
twenty-five years: he was born at Loughboro', in the 
county of Leicefter, and was apprentices! at Kempftone, in 
Nottingham1hire: during which time there was a confidera­
ble revival of religion among the General Baptifts in that 
neighbourhood; when he appeared to be' djvinily imprelfed 
with the eternal concerns of his immortal fowl ; an.cl fatisfac­
tory evidence of a real converfion to God appearing, he was 
baptized, and became a member of the Baptifl: church a~ 
Great Leak, under the pafl:or,1.I care of Mr, Richard Thur:.. 
-man. And though youn&, h.is behaviour was fteady, induf­
trious, ftudious, and zealous, and he bid fair to b1: ~ 1hining 
chriftian, and ufeful member offociety. . • 

But he foon met with a heavy and unex:,ecl:ed crofs, i.n a 
fcrophulous humour making it's appearance in one of his legs; 
which baffied every furgical effort, and inducec} him, even be-' 
fore the expiration of his apprenticdhip,to return to Loughboro' 
to his parents; where he found a kind reception.and co'inforta,­
ble, though plain afylurn. Seeing all hope of ufefol communion 
with the church at Leak was thus cut off, he ?ecaine a mem­
ber of the General Baptift Chi,irch at Loughbpro'; where his 
behaviour was eminently becoming chriftia,-iii:y, being very 
regular in his attendance at public worfl1ip, a,-i<l in facial vifits 
among his kind chriflian friends, while his feeble limbs, aided 
by crutches, could convey his wafl:ing body amon~ them~ 
And he employed his Jeifure hours iQ reading, and a little re­
creative painting, which aided in a fmalJ degree towards his 
fupport, which depended much on thi;: kin_gf)efs of his friend~ • 
and brethren. 

And though this aflliclion continued near fix years, I never 
beard him murmur, 11or heard of his murmuring. But I have 
ht.-ard him blcCs God for that vifitation; "for ( f,ajd he) if i~ 
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hag not been for this, how do I know but I might have turned 
to the world again, as alas! fo many of my young compa­
nions did. "-He appeared to have very clear views of the 
irace of God in Chrifl Jefus, and a fieai!y firm dcpendancc 
there; yet -would fometimes lament the want of mi:,re of th4" 
enlivening influence of religiyn. 

He met d::ath with a very -fieady and chearfol hope of re­
furreaion to eturnal life. He was buried in the Baptill 
Burying-ground at Loughboro', on the evening of the 12~ 

and a fermon was preached by his de/ire from Ifaiah xiv iii. 10. 

" Behold, I have refined thee, but not with filver, l have 
chofen thee in the furnace of affiitlion." 

Sir, if you think the above will be of ufe i~ the Genera.{ 
Baptifr Magazine, it is at your_fi:rvice. 

B.P 

On Friday, July I 1, 1800, died,. in the 83d year of his 
age, at Afhby-de-la-Zouch 7 in the county of Leicefi-er> 
Jofeph Timms, joiner and cabinet-maker. 

In the former part of his life he kept a publrc-houfe at Alh-­
hy-de-la-Zouch, and wa~, in a great degree, additled to 
drinking. 

While he continued in this public lituation, his houfe was 
fome~i-mes frequented by one Robert Miligan, a travelling 
Scotchman, a man well known and refpetled, in thefe parts, 
by the General B~ptifl:s of his day. Mr. Miligan,. at con­
venient opportunities, would C<;>nverfe wit~ him a~ut the 
fiate of man by nat1.1re, and the importance of eternity. He 
often a.14 v ifed him to hear the General Baptill: Preachers,, 
who, in thofe days, preached in many of the neighbouring 
villages~ an<l feveral times he prevailed upon him to accoCQ""'. 
pany him to their meetings. 

He had not attended their inectings long b-efore he was con­
vi nccd of the depravity of h_is heart, and the linfulnefs of h.:s 
life; the words of the preacher being " as nails fafien.ed by 
the mailers of affemb!ies," He faw himfelf loft and undone. 
And loon, to his unfpeakabl-e comfort, he was perfoadcd, tlaat 
Chrifi was the only way to the l'~ather; and placed his whole 

, '1ependance on the Son of God. His fit11ation expofed him to 
great temptations, ancl to • the repeated inCults of " lewd 
tdlows of the bafer fort;.'' but, through Divine grace, he 
was fupportcd and brought to '' count a;ll things but lofs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrifi Jelus his Lord: for. 
whom he futfercd the lof.s of all things, counting them but 
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dung that he might win Ch1ifl-l and be found in him." i-ie 
was baptized at &rton, a1,d received into the church;· pre.:. 
vious to the divifion among the churches; and during the re-' 
mainder of his life, upwards of forty year~, he was an _ho-" 0. 

nourable member of the church of Chrill at Melbourn and 
Packtngton: his charaeer never having been ting·ed with a 
finglc blot. _ _ -

He was exceedingly troubled with the palfy the greater 
part of his life; and, for many years previous to his death, it 
became fo troublcfome as to render pim incapable of manual 
employment. _ , • 

In his youth he had a tolerable liberal education. He was 
poiTelTed of firong retentive powers, which he ufed wifely ; 
ftoring up in his mind a great number of the pro1nifes of 
God's word. So that it might be truly faid; " the .word of 
Chrifr dwelt in him richly," Col. iii. 16. ~nd, if his ey!!s pre ... 
vented tke night-watches, it was that he might ~ed_itate ori 
God's word, Pf. cxix. 148. He often faid, " BleiTed be 
God, though my eyes grow dim, I can remember God'·s 
word, and meditate upon it, and find comfort." 

He was a man of a found con{btution, anG', except the 
complaint 'before mentioned, enjoyed, (or many years, almoft 
1minterrupted health. But the feverity of the lafl winter,­
:!hook his decaying powers, and portended his fpeedy di{fo..; 
lution. 

He was fenfib!e of his decline; and always fpoke of it with 
pleafure. vVhenever he was atked about his age or weak.1 
Defs, he would reply with a frnile, (l It is m_y defire to be 
patient, and wait the Lord's time: but I long to depart, I 
covet nothing fo much as death." And at times; 

~ Like Sifera's mother, J look out and f.i.y, 
My hu!ba9d, my brother, how long thy delay l'' 

Perceiving one of his d;rnghters in tears on his account, he 
faid, "I beg you'll not cry here, there is no occafion for that 
I am fore.'' Intimating, that it was a pleafure to him tC> 
feel himfelf dyir.g. 

On the \Vednefday morning previous to.his death, his fon, 
perceiving a great alteration in him, faid, "Father, you are 
getting near the borders of the land now, you have nearly 
done." At which the poor worn-out pilgrim endeavoured to 
exert th~ fmaU remains of life, to breathe once more an 
an(wer to his fon, and give another tefiimony of the quietude· 
o; his foul, " Y ~, ( fays he J I am, and I long to 

Sbare the happinefs of that triumphant thrpng; _ 
_ .;,nd fwim in feas of endlels blifs, eternity along." 

Aftcrwar&i 
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Afterwards he began to take his breath with difficulty, and 
at tim'rs appeared rather rell:lefs ; but anon, the long-withelll-for 
ho1.1r arrived; and death put a fiop to his vita~ motion; when 
he willingly religned his foul into the hands of his gracious 
God, and quitted his earthly houfe, his worn-out cottage, to 

poffe(s a Man/ion, " A C,:ity which has foundations, whofe 
builder and niiker is God !" 
. dn th~. Monday evening following his remains were in­

terred in the burying-ground belon~ing to the Baptifi Meet­
ing at Packingcon, and brother Samuel Deacon, jun. of 
Barton, (by de/ire of the deceafed, twenty years ago) preached 
an alarming difcourfe1 from Mark i. 15. '' Repent ye, and 
beli~ve the gof pel," Which words he chofe, to affecl: and 
infirucl: the minds of thofe-who might be prefent at fo folemn 
~n oppo_rtli11ityj an~ to prevent any thing heing fai? conce~n-
11ig htmfelf. When we reflect on the path of the Ju!l, which 
fuineth brighter and brighter unto the perfect day, who 
among us does not fay, "Let me die the death of the righteous, 
an,:1-let my lafl: end be like his." 

Julj 28, 1800. Mrn1MU3-, 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

~u.orndon, July 307 l8oo . 

. ?'o the Ed/tor of the (leneral 11aptijl Magazine, 

SiR, 

YESTERDAY v.:·as held h.ere, a conference of Miniilers. 
and Reprefentatives o,f General Baptifi Churches. The 
meeting was opened with finging and prayer in a very 
acceptable manner, by Mr. S'.1aw, an Independant minifier, 
from llkillon, in Derbylhire. 

There ·was delivered on the occafion a double leinure, the 
former part by Mr .. Felkiri, of Kegworth, from Prov. xiv. 
9 .. "Fools make a mock at fin." The latter part by 
Mr. Smith, of Nottingham, from Dan xii. 3, " And they 
that be wife lh.111 lhine as the brightnefs of the firma­
ment;· and they that turn many to righteoufncfs, as the 
1tars for ever and ever." 

Vor.. III. , 3 C The)' 



They were two excellent difcourfos, calculated for very 
great ufcfulncfs indeed ; and it feemed an high day to 
many, who were blefTed with impreffions, which it is 
hoped will not foon be forgotten. ' • 

J am, qear Sir, with bell: wilhe~ ~o q. B. M 
Your's affechonately, iri the Lord, , 

• ' • B. P. 

Tbe following colletlions have ~een made for the Academy, 
atthe places mentioned; all incl4ded in the Leake Church, 
April 13 : /. S, d,. 

Wimefwold ---- 4 12 o 
Leake ---- 2 16 3½ 

By Mr. J. Deacon 
Bro1tihton 
Widmorpool 

By Mr. B. Pollard 

B.EVIEW 
' . 

I 19 -~ 
I 4 7 

£ . .IO 12 4f 

OF SELECT PUBLICATIONS . 

.A Seieaion of Fiftyjour Hymns on Ch.rijlian -Baptifm, t1.nd the 
Lord's Supper. 54pages, 6d. Hobbs, Chatham, &c. • 

tt W!lat is r~quired of perfons t(? pe baptjzed ? ReRentance, 
whereby they forfake fin; and faith, whereby they fiedfallly 
believe the promifes of God made to them in that facra.:. 
ment." C,hurch Catuhijm. 

THIS (mall publication appear!i to us, well 'adapte4 to 
anf wer the end of the feJeclqr. The.re are forty hym9s on 
baptifm, and fourteen on the Lord's fupper. Every' hyoin 
~ontains four fianzas~ ( except two or three, in which the 
fl:anza includes fix lines) with an appropriate palfage of 
i"cripture at the head of it, The paper is good-the hymns 
well printed, and neatly covered witti marble ·paper; and 
we venture to recommend it as, on the whC\le, one of the 
mofi: convenient little books that we have feen, both to be 
ded when the ordinance of baptifm is a4~inifired; and to put 
ii:ito the ha'1ds of weak iqqujrers. 
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SACRED POETRY. 

,n th~ Clioic~ of a Companion 
' for Life. 

: Cor, vi. 14. " Ee not ~equally 
yoked," ~c. 

WHILE fome indulge a carnal 
, fir;iin, . 
.f,nd prompt by worldly views, 

To point out fuch a charmin·g one 
~s wor_ldly minds wouJd chufe. 

I could for once attempt the tafk, 
Wou!J h~av'n vouchfafo to me ; 

What a companion I could afk, 
Such only lhould he he. 

' A man to whom the fecond birth 
1, not a thing unknown ; 

W hofc treafure lies not here on earth, 
J!ut near his-Father's throne. 

His treafure lying there above, 
T_hither his heart is fet ; • 

P'o'r having tall:ed God in love, 
lie it can ne'er forget. 

One who caa Canaan's Janguage'talk, 
And thither fets his face; 

Who lhews that ail his chrill:ian watk 
i, influenced by grace. 

)'\'ho Jtnows the power of Jefu's love, 
To captivate each tlfought; 
, -And do_es by wqrd a11cL a£tion prove 
He with his blood was bought. 

No bigot to a fingle felt ; 
From party ·zeal fct free; 
' But' lhewing always aue refpe£t 
To oil Ood's:fatnily.· 

No A:ranger to his own vile heart, 
Nor Satan's· fatal fn:ires 

That aid to- me he might impart, 
And join in mutual prayers, 

l lhould ex pelt from fuch a choice, 
As here defcrib'd above, 

We lhould unite in heart and voice, 
To ling Redeeming love. • 

And fympathife in all my ca1e9, 
While we on earth <lo iive. 

If thMn;:h the world and my vii~ 
heart, 

I lhonld be drawn aftra.y ; 
His beft advice he vrould impart. 

And houri y for me pray. 

If I enjoy forgiving love, 
Then when my Saviour fmiles; 

-How would my choice my joy ap-
prove, 

Ii:>- it true pleafure find, 

If God lhould us with children blefs, 
A pattern he ;,_.ould be ; 

Would ~_ood a~vice to them imp1rt, 
And teach them Chrift to fee, 

And wh,~n to death's dark !hades I 
come, 

My friend will fay to me, 
Look up, my love, go forward home, 

With Chrill: for ever he. 

But hold ! I would not be deceiT'd, 
In fchemes which I have pla.nn'd ; 

I do not for perfe £t ion look. 
In any _child of man.· 

A friend and helper ·thus ilefcrib'~, 
Shall be the mao for me ; 

And when we meet in realms abo-re, 
We Iha!! each other fee, 

PRISCILLA. 

The Saint's Lllmentation, while 
Jeeking after an abjent God. 

ADIEU, adieu, to all terrell:ial toys, 
I pant for folid, and more pure joys ; 
Oh ! how my eager fpirit longs to !oar 
To finJ the God, the God whom J..dure. 
Wl1y ~o the clouds of darknefs hide thy 

face? 
Why do they keep me from thy Iov'd 

embrace? 
" for thee I pine, and am for thee un .. 

done, 

Then if opprefa'd with doubts and, 
fears, 

" As drooying l!o,v'rs that want their 
parent fuu_,'~ 

~cet cou11f1:l he would give ; of 
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Of wealth, or honour, friends and plea. 
Cures too, . 

A fa.-ewell take, and bid a loii'g adiei,, 
'to meet thy fmile, would lea,•e them 

all bthind, 
And the de.u objell: of my wfll,es /i,,d ; 
T"wuds thine abode my foul woutd up-, 

wards rife, 
And leavemefe Row'ry~ldnnd fpatk. 

ling fl.:ies: • 
l'mrer art thou than all tll:y works, 

great Sire, 
My foul oath fee~ thee wi:h intenfe 

defire. 
Jefus, thy facied confolations bring; 
Thou art r-be fo'urce from ,whenu my 

comforts (priag : , 
,Jilut O, from whence, can be my, forrow 

heal'd, 
When the bldl fi»11nl'.ain of my joy i~ 

fral'd. 
In Zion's ·facred courts I feek him, 

where• 
Our loves did oft their mutual tokens 

bear; 
Heard the fweet whifpers of his heav'nts 

voice, 
Which caus'd my fainting fpiri, to 

rejoice. 
To yonder happy rnanfions far abov~, 
I '"(l: my eyes, there dwells the God I 

love; 
Ton high pavilion, and .thofe 'fields of 

light 
They would pen•ade, and view ·l'DY 

foul's delight. 
ut me invoke thee by thofe titles-dear ; 
My God, my Father, and my· Friend, 

O hear. 
By tkefe ende.a:ring n:imes I thee have 

)tnoWII, 
,And trufted in my Jefu's gr~ce alone; 

.- O now return-my life, my light, my joy, 
lleftore my hcav'n nor longer ,Jet me 

·ngb, 
• ,And thy bleJ¼ fm,Je 1!bis darkncfs chafe 

away; 
·How flke the breaking, ofimmortal day. 
My languid foul 11.ow·will thy prcfence 

cheer, 
O Jct m£ fay tJie happy moment's here; 

. How dearly ib01J!d l prize my happihefs, 
J.Jow joyful Ill polfelfwn ot the blifs ; 
Ho,,; fearful lhall I be of what would 

tend 
To ~eve thy fpirit,or my God offend! 
B,1t why myfelf thws foothe? He's 

2bfent yet, 
J r:,ourn, c11n:iplai11, rid .ftill in dark:ief, 

fa; 

Thefe intervals of night ~wect Je{uJ 
chafe, , 

With the bright 6camings of thy lovely 
face ; . 

Let me cniov, tho' at a dlllancc tar, 
That hcav'n, thy fmile; the blifs of 

• . angels there, , • · 
It'.s influence feel,' 't,vill gild the gloomy 

road; 
Life's palfat~ bi'i'ghten, to my home,' 

my God;' , 
'Twill make m'J foul forget what pleas'a 

before, • " _ 
The glories of the world, will be M 

more. 
But while rliy God, tlto;, hid'JI: thy 

face, I ligh, 
I lofe my fun; I lang6ffit,,fai111t, and die: 
While· thou art ··abfent' I've no joys 

bclo.w, 
Come Lord, a:nd never, ne'ver·frWll 

~• g·o. T,J, 

A Friend, being· requtjled to ·give 
his thoughts .. on' the -Di1,1inity 
ef ]if.us Chr.ijt, 'teturned:the 
jollowing_ Lines as An a?ijr,Jer. 

"l-fE who atUmpts.Jeboyah, t<> ex-} 
plain, • ' ' '. 

May think.~nd reafon til!,.he crack. • 
his brain ; [vain.•. 

And then his labour will be all, in 
ln ~im, d,,· Father, J,oii. and.Spirit 

view, • 
The one I,am"-Jehovah,juA: and true, 
1;.he reft I leave-no" will I dare,deline 
Finite car:'t fathom I,ftnite divjne. 
This "knowledge; is too deep for all 

below, 
For nooe' but God hitnfdf---himfelf can 

know: 
The word informs., me God and Chri!t 

are One- • 
The 5()1) in Father-Fatherin the Son~· 

Wit~ ~•ther anu the Son the,Spiri5. }' 
JOJJJ, 

Thefe three are Gm-that.On, ,the 
God drvine • 

And all beyond exceeds :my fcanty 
line.• · 

This is the God my foul delights t<> 
own,, 

And here 1 bow before his awful throne: 
Cal_! him my God in confidence and 

love 
And hope to call him mine in ·.wo,lde 

above. 
March, June 23, _J8Qo. 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE A"ND CHARACTER or TH!t 
REV, GILIJERT BOYCE, LATE MINISTER OF THE 

GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT CONINGSBY, NEAR 

HORNCASTLE, IN LINCOLNSHIRE, AND MESSENGER 

OF THE BAPT.IZED Cfi,URCHES IJil 1.J NCOLNSHIRE, 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, c.:fc. WHO DEPARTED THIS 

LIFE ON THE 30TH DAY OF JULY, 1800, IN TH~ 

88TH YEAR OF ·HIS AGE. 

THE Rev. G1LBtlt T BoYCE was born in the pari!h 
of Thorney, in the lfle of Ely, near Peterboro9gh, Nor­
thampton!hire, on the 10th day of March, O. S. I 7 I 3. His 
father, John Boyce, was a refpetl:able perfon among the 

'Bapcifl:s in thofe parts; and his mot~er, Sarah Boyce, 
was of a very refpecl:able family of the name of Maftngarb, 
well known in Thorney-Fen. His father and mother, 
with many other families, fled from the tyranny and per­
fecution of the French Kin~, Lewis XIV. They came 
into England, and fettled in Thorney-Fen, and the adjacent 
parts ; and there enjoyed a comfortable repoft: from the 
cruelties of that, ambitious and mercilefs tormentor of 
mankind. 

About the 8th year of, his age, Mr. G. Boyce was put 
to fchool at Long-Sutton, in Lincolnfl1ire; to learn the 
Latin tongue; and after that to a fchool at GrJnthalll, in­
the fame county. From the fchool at Grantham, he was 
taken to his grand-mother Maftngarb, in Thorney-Fen, and 
thtre put to a common fchool, for the purpofe of learning 
writi11g and arithmetic. Hence it is natural to conclude, 
that, at this time, his parents, who were now removed into 

Vo L, • III. 3 D vVon:efier .. 



344- BIOGRAPHY. 

lVorcelledhire, were not in affluent circum{lances. In the 
14th year of his age he was taken from fchool, left his 
grand-mother, and went to his fathe~, who then lived near 
Evefham, in Worcetledhire. In this place he heard the 
Bipti!l:s, who then preached at Bengeworth-on-Avon, 
eppolite to Evefuam. He did not remember, in his 87th 
year, that he had heard a Baptift preacher, before lle went 
to hear at Bengeworth. The people at Bengeworth had then 
no fial'ed minifler; but were fupplied occafionall y by preachers 
from other places. Their fentiments were Calvinifiic; but 
they feem to have been fupplied by General Baptifls, and 
particular Bapti!ls in turns, or as they could obtain the 
\:>enefit of their alliftance. For Mr. Beyce, in a letter, 
dated September 4-, I 799, mentions Mr. Burt, of Warwick, 
1\1r. Jones, of Cheltenham, and old Mr. Brittain, whom he 
had heard at Bengeworth ;· and. fays, that he thinks the 
lail minifrer he heard there, was a Mr. Ovenbury, of 
Aclcefter, in VVarwicklhire. • 

Mr. Boyce, in the letter now mentioned, obferves that 
" there was no finging at tha:: time,, among 'the Baptifis in 
thofe parts;" and notices another dr~umfiance tha,t much 
forprized him; which was, th~ "at his firft going .to the 
meeting, all the time of public wodhip, the time of prayer 
excepted, the men fat with .their hats on." A circumll:ance 
of no great importance, indeed, to the reader; but in this 
detail, perhaps, worthy of being recorded. Whatever pecu­
liarities might be found among the Baptifts at Bengeworth, 
there is fome evidence, that, through the blelling of God, 
they were the mean~ of good to Come who attended their 
minifi:ry; for Mr. Boyce fays, " It was there I was firfl: 
fi:rongly imprdfed with a fenfe of fin, and of my exceeding 
great need of a Saviour. It wac; there I firfi knew and 
felt the power of the grace of God. I have returned from 
Divine wodhip with many a weeping eye, and many a 
prayer." 

Having continued about fix years and a half in Wor­
celh:rlhire, he removed with his father, to a town near 
,viilieach. in Cambridgelhire. The name of this town I 
do not know; but here, a f~w months after, he !oil: his 
father, in the year I 733· In the beginning of the next 
year, he began tfl keep a fchool at Tyd-St.-Giles, near 
\Vifbeach. On the 27th day of May, in the fame year, 
I 7 34, at the age of twenty-one, he was baptized, and received 
iuto the fdlowfuip of the General Baptifl: Church, at,Fleet, 
in Lincolniliire. Some time after this, he, by recomme~id-

at1on, 



BIOCRAP1:IY. 

ation, removed to a fchool at Bra,thertoft, near Bofion, in 
the fame county. 

Mr. B ,yce was fir{l: called to preach at Wifbeach; then 
at Ballon: and after that at Coni11gf'0y. To thi, lafi: place 
he removed in 1738. He had entered into the conjugal 
relation at Brothertoft; and, being ready for a eall to labour 
in the gofpel minillry, and being invited to Coningfby, he 
removed thither, and continued there to the end of his long 
life. In the year 1740, the chur~h at Coningfby gave him 
a call to the pafloral office, which he, after proper deli­
beration, accepted; and was ordained pallor the fame year. 
He difcharged the duties of that office in a manner which 
recommended him to the high efieem of the people. In 
the year 17 53, he was chof~n to the ~ffice of Meifenger, 
by the General Baptift Churches in Lincolnfhire, Not­
tingham!hire, &c. Some think this an office fuperior to 
that of Pafior, • while others, even among the General 
Baptifis, think very differently. He continue.l in it wi;h 
cfieem, to the end of his life. In all his deportment in 
e,ery relation, he acled with candour and zeal, and was 
much efteemed by all who knew him. _ 

Mr. Boyce had a numerous famil_y, feventeen or eighteen 
children; eight are fhll living; with twenty-four grand- • 
children, and fourteen great-grand-children. He had only 
one wife, who died a few _years before him, and who, for 
{erioufnefs •of temper, and an exemplary behaviour, might 
be jufily called" a mother in Jfrael.'' 

Mr. Boyce was a man of good natural powers, and 
habituated to think and talk_ diftinclly and methodically, 
though he could not be . fa.id to equal fome others in 
mental firength. Co.flfequently, though he fpoke and wrote 
with perfpicuity and eafe ; yet he did not excel either in 
precifion or energy, He frequently wrote his thoughts on 
fubjeB:s which came under his confideration; yet he did 
not publifh them on any fubjecl, except on Baptifm, and 
on Singing in Public Worfhip. On the former fubjea he 
publi!hed one pamphlet, and two upon the latter. He, to 
a wonderfol degree, retained his mental faculties to the 
i:nd of life ; and wrote with admirable freedom, and 
fieadinefs of hand to the lafi, 

He was a man of great temperance, and of great piety; 
which, undoubtedly, under the Divine bleffing, conducc>d to 
the preferyation of his health, and of that eafe of thought 
~nd recollcai(i)n fo unufual at his .i.dvanced age, 

Mr. 
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Mr. B(wce•~ religious fentiments varied in fomc parts of 
hi~ life. When he began in the miniflry, as he informed me, 
he w;,s a Trinitarian, and particulaily zealous f~r the divini11 
at.cl aton<'ment <'f }:fu~ Chriil. He delivered a difcourfe 011 

thcJe C1bie8:s, not, , bdievC', in a way of difputation, but tQ 
in{l-rult h,s hearers in what he believed to be the truth of the 
go(p~l. An aged gelilleman~ who had much acquaintance 
wit11 the contrr,verfies of the time, who could argue with 
great f., htilty, and who heard that difcourfe, took the occafion 
of C ,ntrove, tin,; the doctrines which he had advanced. 
This d1frourfe of the aged gentleman, for whom he had a 
conl1d.rable degree of veneration, threw his mind into a !late 
of hefitation. I do not knc,w that he eyer pofitively denied 
either of the(:: doB:rines. But he fo treated, or rather omitted 
them, as evidt:ntly tended to diminifh the glory of oµr bleffecl 
Redeemer, both in his pcrfon and his work. I have, however, 
the pleafure of alfuring the reader, that for mar.y of his !all: 
years, he ~hought and fpoke of Chrifi, much more honoura­
bly ; and much more to his o·wn comfort, and the comfort of 
the people under hi_s care. A fenfe of man's i.rnworthinefs, 
:and of LI vation by free grace, through Jefus? feemed to be 
imprelfed on his mind with peculiar force. • " I have the 
greatefi: reafon," fays he, " arii;l mufi: acknowledge I am 
under every poffible objigation of duty,_ gra~tude, ar,id 
thankfulnefs to God, with the highefi: praife that I can ever 
give, and much more, yea, infinitely more than it is poffible 
for me to give to God, who hath done fo great things for my 
foul ! What awJkened, convinced, and ~ruly con~erted 
finner, can ever alcribe any thing to himfelf_? Our weaknelfes 
and imperfection~ our fins and µnworthinelfts, we mull: 
indeed takt: to oµrfelves: but all that ,enders us acceptable, 
to God, is folely and alone of his fuperabundant grace, given 
us in Chrill: Je(us. 0 wonderous all! J ]'' Letter, dated S~pt; 
4, lj99· "I have no hope of as;ceptance- and falvauon, 
with eternal glory, but in Jefus the only Saviour: po, none 
other, neither perfon, power, nor thing. 'Tis Chrift, and 
Chrifr on! y, and nothing elfe befides him." . Letter, dated 
May 10, 1797. 

The views which he hadqf death, and his comforts in the 
pfofpecl: of it, appear in many of his letters~• But to avoid an 
unnecelfary redundancy, I onJy give an· extract from onlt 
letter, dafod May 29, 1799. • 

Coningfly, 
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Coningfoy, May 29, 1799. 
" M)' veryfi11cerely refpelled Friend 

and Chrijii1tn Brother. 

et YOUR friendly letter of 23d I received i7th. I have 
often thought and talked of you fince I faw you. God, of 
his great mercy, hath hitherto prefcrved me a living morta17 

and to make me what I am, his holy name be praifed. I am now 
in a comfortable fl:ate of body, but much more fo in mind, 
blelfed be God. Yes, indeed, my brother, I can, by grac:: 
and faith, look forward into eternity,-and view the happy 
manfions prepared for all the peo~le of God; and have good 
hope, through grace, that I, po'.Jr unworthy I, fhall one day 
join that happy company. . 0 bleffed, never ending day! 
Brother, when _you and I fn~ll meet each other there; we 
!hall fee ourfelves where we have often wiihed and prayed 
to be., There we need pray no more, for we lhall have every 
thing that will make us eternally ·happy, joyful, Jnd glorious 
without a/king for. But wh;.itever we {hall have will be 
given us, but not received without thanks a11d praifcs joy­
fully returned to the great Donor of all. Which work of 
praife will never ceafe. 0 what a happy company we !hall 
be when we ihall all live together,. without divifions, fepara­
tions, wrong opinions, or difputations. All !ewe, peace. 
unity. and harmony all divine!'.! That is the happy place 
and fiate I am waiting and longing for. There I /hall be at 
" home," as you fay, and never go out more, Rev. iii. 1 :z. 
I am, as we all are now, fhangers and pilgrims, and far from 
home; for this is not our refi, therefore mufi depart, for this 
is a polluted world, M:ic. ii. 10. The promifed rejl in 
heaven is holy, permanent and durable.-1 have almofi done 
with this world. Soon I fhall be gone, and leave it. And 
wh~n .1 have left it, I humbly hope my Cpirit ihall join the 
fpirits of the juft, for ever made perfecl:. , None ever return 
to tell us any thing of their happy llate, and we mull WJit till 
we come there to know what their happinels is. But I may 
tell you that I am not without c_omplaints at certain times, 
efpecially, when I leave the palpit; much weaknefs and pain, 
which continues fo long that I can hardly walk acrofs the 
houfe. But when I am in the pulpit, and fpeaking, my 
hearers k-now not that I ail any tbi ng, but I frel the effects of 
it, and then Come of them, however, know I do ail f,>mething. 
But after all my weakneffes and wants, God gives me many 
mercies anq bleffings, both temporal and fpiritual : and Hill 
mere gracioufly fupparts me. He bath carried me on, even 

to 
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to old age hath he brought me; (though fame I knew, and 
more I have heard of, much older) but that which is heft, 
continues his free, rich grace to comfort and delight my 
foul with a pleafing profpec\: of a h~ppy eternity. Glory, 
thanks and praife I give to Him wi~h my whole heart.­
Much I could fay, for much I have receive~.-But I do not 
forget he do.:s all in and by Chrifi-, my ever' bleffed and 
honoured Lord and glorious Redeemer.-0 yes ! it is all by 
and through him, that we all have what we have, and what 
we fuall have hereafter for ever. 0 the unfearchable riches 
ofChrifi ! He is Al!.-For without Chrifi-, no hope, no 
heaven, no happinefs. It is all wonderful what he hath 
accompliibed, and what he will accomplilh, for all his friends, 
lovers and followers ! ! ! 

"The fame number of years that you are old, l have lived 
atConingiby. And am now in my 87th year. 0 that I had 
lived more to the glory of God, and ·the good and welfare of 
my own foul and others. My unceafin·g daily prayer is, that 
I may live the remainder of my life• more to the praife an4 
honour and glory of God. 

GILBERT BOYCE." 

Before I conclude thefe memoirs of my much elleemed 
friend, who is, I doubt not, now happy with the Lord, 
I think it a part of the duty which I owe to his memory, to 
notice another circumO:ance, Some time ago, it was confi.., 
dentl y reported, ( and this report fiill in a meafure prevails) 
that Mr. Boyce had embraced the reftoration fentiments, fo 
:affiduoufly propagated by Mr. Winchdler and his fri~nds. I 
was a little furprized at this report; and thought it proper il\ 
my next letter to enquire into the certainty of the fact To 
my enquiry Mr. B. Stpt. 25, 1797, wrote the following 
anfwer. " As to my embrac:ing Mr. Winchef.l:er's fentiments, 
and preaching them with great earnef.l:nefs, I do affure you, 
it is abfolutely a mifi-ake. I never did receive them. I 
always had, and ilill have, objell:ions againfl: them. And fo 
far from preaching them with great earnell:nefs, that indeed I 
never preached them in my life, and I dare fay, I never fhall. 
More I could fay; but more I need not." I had the plea­
fore to fpend a few hnurs with Mr. Boyce the third day of 
lafl: July, the very month in which he died. He, at that 
time, of his own accord, in the: company of feveral perfons, 
introduced that fubjecl:, expreffed his-wonder that men could 
fprcad fuch reports, and repeated the declaration, that, " he 
had never em1'raced thofe fentiments.'• I !hall clofe with 

faying, 
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faying, by the death of this venerable minifler, the church at 
Coningfby is deil:itute of a pafl:or This ought to excite our 
compaffionate regard for that people. Whatever we can do 
for them betides, let us be earnefl:I y engaged in pr;i ycr for 
them, that th.ey may keep clofe to each other ; that they may 
be very cautious, yet very zealous; and very unanimous, in 
their endeavours to obtain a fenfible, lively, evangelical 
minifier; and that the God of the fpirits of all flelh may 
mercifully, and fpeedily fucceed their endeavours, by giving 
them that unfpeakable bJeffing, a pafror,after his own heart! 

D. TAYLOR. 

BlSHOP BURNET'S LlVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 

TH E E N G. L I S H M ARTY R 5'. 

'ibe Lives of Jeven Perfons, who were condemned, and fuffered 
Martyrdom together in one fire in Smithfield, London. 
Their Names are as follow: THOMAS WHITTELL, 

Priejl; BARTLET GREEN', Gent. JoHN TunsoN, 

.Artificer; JoHN WENT, .Artificer; THOMAS BROWN, 
lsABEl. FosTJrn, a Wife; J oAN LASHFORD, a Maid. 

THESE feven per(ons above .named were brought toge­
ther before Dr. Bonner, bilhop of London, in the month of 
January, 1556, and there open'ly in the Confifiory Court at 
St. Paul's Church, had the. following articles miniHercd unto 
them, by the bilhop in manner following: 

" The within written article, and every of them, and 
every part and parcel of them, we Edmond Bonner, by the 
permiffion of God bilhop of London, do obje8 and minifter 
unto thee Thomas Whittell, &c. of our mere office, for thy 
foul's health, and reformation of thine offences and mifde­
meanors, monilhing thee in the virtue of obedience, and 
undtr the pain both of the ccnfures of the church, and alfo of 
other pains of the law, to anfwer fully, plainly, and truly, tu 
all the.fame." 

Here follow the articles, with their anf wers to the fame. 
1. Whether they, and each of them, did believe, thcrl! is a 

ratholick church? 
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To this firfl: article they anfwered affirmatively, that they 
did fo believe. 

But John Tudfon and Thomas Brown added further, that 
the church of England, ,as it was at that ptefont u(ed 1 was no 
part of the true catholick. church. 

2. That there :ire in ths church feven facramcnts. 
To this article they anfweted, _that they acknowledged only 

two facraments ii) Chrifl's catholick church, th.it is to foy, 
baptifm, and the fupper of the Lord. ) . 

B.it John \,V cnt and John Tudfon affirmed,- that the (a­
crament of the altar as it is ufed i'i an idol, and n_o facrament 
at all. .. 

3. That they were fir(l baptized in rhe faith of the catho­
lick chu1 eh, profeiling by their godfathers, the profeffion of 
the fame. 

To the third article they agreed, and confclfed all to be, 
true, that they were baptized in the faith of Chrifi, and of 
the cnurch thm taught; and afterwards, during the time of 
ting Edward V L they, hearing the gofpel preached, and the 
truth opened, followed the order of religion and da&rine then 
ufed and fet forth in the reign of king Edward VI. 

4. That they for the lpc.ce of certain years did ratify and 
allow, alld not depart from any part of,the ·profc11ion of the 
fame: church in the which they were baptized. 

This fourth article they all granted and agreed to. But 
John \Vent addc-d moreover, that aboµt feven years pail:, he 
being then about twenty years old, began to <liflike certain 
things ufed in the church of England, as-i:he miniftration of 
th:: facr~-nent of the altar, likewife .ill the ceremonies of the 
faid church; and did likewife at that prefent time diflike the 
f.,me, although his godfathers and godmothers promifed for 
l::im the Cof!trary. 

John Tudfon added alfo, that nine years ago, being then 
about eighteen years o~d, he did miflike the dodriqe and reli­
gion then taught 2nd fet forth in the church of Engla11d, 
faving in king EJward's time, when the gofpel was truly fet 
forrh. And further faic!, that the queen's i"eign, was not 
agreeable co God's word, nor yet the true catholick church 
rbat l hrifl: fpe~ke.th of. ' 

Ifabd Fofier alfo added in her anf wer to the fourth article, 
tt,at £hi: continued in the fame faith and religion 1:Vhich {he 
was baptized in, after lhe came to years ,r difcrction, as 
other co11,mon people do, though blindly and without know­
ledge, till the reign of king Edward ,VI. at which time lhe 
t.e.:.rii:., die gofpd truly preached end opened to the peo-

ple, 
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ple,, received thereupon the faith and religion t'1en taught and 
ftt fortl-i. , , 

5. That they of late years have fwerved and gon~ away, 
mifliked atid fp ,ken againfl: the profeffion of the fame, church 
""f England, at lea ft fome part thereof, eC11.:ci ·,1) y the facr1fice 
of the mafs, the facrament of the altar, and the author,ty of 
the church of R'.>me. 

To this fitth article they confelfed the fame' to be true, 
according to the contents thereof. 

But Thomas Whittell added moreo,ver, that he had fwerved 
and gone away, not in the whole, but i11 p.irt ; not from the 
whole catholick church, hut from the church of Rorne, in 
(peaking againfl: the mafs, the facrifice thereof, at1d the fee 
of Rome. 

Joan Lalhford alfo added to her genel'al anf wer, that ihe 
never heretofotefwerved or went away, nor yet doth, from any 
part of Chrill:'s catholick faith and religion; but [dith, that 
from the time Qie was eleven years ofage, !he has d,llik:ed the 
facrifice of the mafs, the facrament of the altar, and t1e autho• 
rity of the fee of Rome, a:,d the do.1rine thereof, bec.1u1~ they 
be againfi: Chrifi:'s catholick. church, and the right f .. ith of the 
fame. 

Bartlet Green alfo Caid, that he fwerved not from the 
catholick faith, but only firom the shurch of Rome. . 

6. That they refufcd to be reconciled to the unity of the 
faid church of Rome. 

To this fixth article, they all confefs the fame to be true; 
becaufe (fay they) the fa.ne church, and the doctrine therein 
fet forth and taught, difagreeth from the unity of Chrifl:'s 
word, and the true catholick faith. 

Whereunto Bartlet Green added, that he is contented to 
be reconciled t0 the unity of Chri11's catholick church, but 
not to the church of Rome. 
· In the like manner added alfo John Went. 
7. That they refufe to co.me to hear mafs, and to receive 

the faid facrament, calling it an idol. 
To this feventh article they anf wer, and confers the con­

tents thereof to be true; giving withal the reafon and cau(e of 
their doing, tor that the mafs, with the f&crament thereof, as 
was then ufed and fet forth in the church of E11gL1nd, is 
diffrmant and difagreeable to the word, .. nd preaching of the 
~ofpel. 

John Went furthermore faid, that the inafo, which he 
called the Lord's fupper, as it is now ufed ia the realm of 
England, is naught, full of idolatry, and againH: God's word, 
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fo far as he (eeth. He faid a!Co, that fince the queen's coro .. 
111ation, by chance he hath been preCent where the mafs hath 
been faicl, for the which he is forry. 

lfabel Fofl:er alfo confdfod, that fince queen Mary's l'.eign, 
fhe hath not heard mafs, nor received -the facrament, but hath 
refufed to come into the place where 'it was miuillered, for 
file k.noweth no fuch facrament to be. 

Ancl being demanded of her belief ia the fame, the faith, 
that there is but only material bre_alll and material_ wine, and 
not the fublbuce real of the body of Chrill in the fame 
facrament; for fo lhe hath been tau~ht to believe by the 
preachers in time of king Edward-VJ. whom the believed tct 
have preached the truth in that behalf. . • 

8. That tQ...ey werdent by the commiffioners to the bifuo? 
to be examined and imprifoned. • . 

To this eighth article, • they grant the fame, _and - the 
contents thereof to be fo. • 

Thomas Whittell adding and affirming, that the lord 
chance!lor that then was, fent him to the bifliop there prefent. 

Bartlet Green addc.d, that he was fent up to the faid bilhop, 
but for no offence herein articulate.· . • 

John Went faid, that Or. Story, queen Mary's commif­
fioner, examined him L!pm1 the fa~rament; and becaufc he 
denied the real prefence, he rrefented him to the bilhop. 

John Tudfon being examined by Mr. Chomeley and Dr. 
Story upon the fame matters, and for not coming to church; 
and accufed for the fame, becaufe he would not .agree to 
them, was fent to the bilhop. 

Thom::.s Brown alfo faid, that he, for not coming to the 
church of St. Bride's, was brouiht by the conllabJe to the 
bdhop. · •• 

Joan Lalhford faid, that fue was fent by pr. Story to the 
biiliop about twelve weeks ago7 and has continued with him 
ever ftnce. 

9. That all and fingular the prem:ffes have been and are 
true and manifefr, &c. and that they are of the diocefs and 
jurifdietion of Lond n. . 

To this ninth article they confefs and fay, that as they 
believe the prernilTes before by them confeffed to be true, fo 
they deny not the fame to be manifefi:; and that they be of 
theju,ifdiaionofLondon. , . 

Now thefe feven virtuous and rel/gious perfons were, for 
maiutainirig and adhering to the true fai_th of Chrifr's Holy 
word, openly condemned for hereticks, as is before faid. 
And on the 15th of January they were all fent tO' Newgate, 

where 
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where they continued prifoners until the 27th day of the fame 
month, I 5 56, and thc11 they were all feven led to the place 
of execution in Smithfield, where they were faflenrd to three 
:11-akes, and the1·e con fumed in 6r!e fire> fre.) y g1 ving up their 
lives for the teftimony of the truth, and wi,h humble confi­
dence refigning their fouls into the hands qf God, through 
Jefus Chrifl our Lord. 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS~ 

To the, Editor ef the General Baptifl Magazine.. 

StR 
. ' , 

J prefent the following remarks as an Appendix to the .feveral 
Addrelfes whic!t have appeared in your Magazine in favour 
of the Academy. The_ infertion of it will oblige fome of 
your readers, and I hope be of fome fervke. 

By: this time the utility 0~ the ln{l:itut,on is pretty gene­
rally known, and, on that account, the fubject need not be 
argu·ed here~ But there are fame appendages, fome fubfc­
quent circumfl:ances, which merit the atkntion of the Con­
nection, as much depends upon them, in order to give exten­
five elfelt to that affiftance which young perfons received at 
the Academy. I doubt not but they, will receive proper di­
recl:ions, while they are there, refpecting :11-udies, fentiments, _ 
and morals ; and what they ·ilie1,1ld be as men1 as chrifiians, 
and as ·mi11ifl:ers. 

But much is depending upori the conduct of the people 
towa:·ds them upon their return. I mean unlefs the people 
releale them in a good degree from the avocations and cares 
of time, the important ends of the lofiitution will be but 
very partially fe5ured. 

I hefitate not to affirm, that the General :Saptift interell: 
h;is fulfered much, has fulfcred more than any other intereft, 
for want of minifiers having education, and time for fiudies 
and vifits; hdw can they teach from houfe to houfe, or give 
themfelves wholly to the ininiftry, when they are neceffarily 
involved i11 the complicated and perplexing cares of this life? 
This has been, and is now the cafc with many of our mi-: 
nillers. It is grartted, that if minifiers be avaricious, they 
may, to accumulate wealth, bury themfelves in the world, 

~ E 2 \nit 



b11L • 'is is difho.nour .. ble; and what an accoqnt they will 
h,,c l•' ::-iv~ another o;;y! l can fay nothing'to defen'd 
t'.~1e; bu[ I now, llLCdiity has obliged many to do !t, and 
d,,,, yet obligi numbers to leave the word of God to ferve 
t1bles. Hence minitlcrs arc unhappy i11 the vi1:w ?f the 
great ;,cco"!nt, the penrle are difcontented, and th~ bell: 
caufc in the WO, Id l.insutlbes. Thi~ is ~ principal caufc of 
many of thole c ,r11 pl .. ints which are hea. d in inany church0~ 
rcfpcd,:.g o i .. dle,i . .l 1,,c,.pacity cir ina81v1~y. 

,vh,n ca1, n,i1111l-:1s do? Vay few of them have a"! inde"." 
pe:1 . Ill f.·r .u111:, 1f they haJ, they might, V'{itho4~ the affifi-; 
ance ot their people, have books, tinw, and every other 
ai:: l1ance that is clefi1 cable. But a bare fubfifiance1 not tq 
fay -sx,,:.ence, den:e~ them thefe necdf,ary helps. • 

Ag .. in, n,i .. iders are mortal, they have all the appetites 
and 11ecd11t1es of nature, whjch mull: be fuP.plied, or ther 
wiil certainly die; they may be told, indeed, that they £hall 
be r~warded in heaven~ but this will not keep them alive~ 

They mutt have a fupply;, and a~ they ~ave not this 
through the medium of tneir anceftors,. they' mull: have it 
through fomeotherchannel, or not at all, • 

It remains, therefore, that either th~y mull hay<; it from 
thofe whom they ferve, or from their perfonal application to 
tho:e employment which will furnilh them. If ihofe whom 
they ferve do not, cannot, or think they cannot,. or wilJ no~ 
minifler to th~m of their carnal things, there is but one 
alternative, thty muft either employ their time and talents 
in µroviding thing,s honell in the fight of all men, or they 
mufl ftarve; for who exp~cls minifiers, or others in the or. 
dinary courfe of things, to be fed by mjraculous operations? 
I grant infinite power can do this, but, in general, God h,\S 
µiade it the duty of his people, who 1eap .fpiritual things, to 
minifl:er their c;il,rnal 01 ~emporal thing;,, to thofe who ferve 
them. Now upqn the fuppoliiiqn of ~h~ p~ople being defec;­
tive in this duty, and (ome certain~y are fo, miniiters are 
obliged to be men of• bufinefs, and to devote that time anjl 
thought to this wor Id, which ought to be employed al,out ano­
ther. Hen~e, fiudies arc negleele~, and vifits omitted; the 
minilter is tortured and deject d; he dreads the preachini 
hour, becaufe h,e is urprep .. red. lt arrives, he fnatches up a 
text, where he. can find it, and makes fuch hazardous and 
random remarks upon it as a kind of chance furniilies; he 
alee .ct, the pulpit trembling, and defcends blulhing; fome of 
the hearers have been alleep, others hanging down their 
pe3.ds in ihame, bec:aufe of the preacher's blunders ; others 
' • •• • complain 
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complain there is no diverfity, all old, all common. We 
want new teXLs, new thoughts, uew phrafes, new fermons> 
new every thing, except a new gofpel. Old gofpel, but in a 
new drefs, every Sunday. To this I have no objection, 
where genius is co111petent, providing the gofpel is not loft 
in '1ifgui!e; but to abandon this glorious fyHem of truth, by 
attempting to amufe the curious hearer by endlefs variety, is 
an elfenti~l injury to the fouls of men, and it is treafon again11: 
the King of Kings! Neverthelefs, an abiliry to clothe a com­
mon theme with the grace of novelty, fo as to arrell attention, 
while the truth remains undifguiftd, is a fine acquifition. In 
this the great art of preaching lies ; and in this every minifier 
fuou)d be ambitious to excel, But is-it likely, is it poffible, 
for thofe who have little or no time for reading and frudy to 
do this? • 

And yet for want of this the people are dilTatisfied, and 
they compl;iin. The minifier is unhappy; he is fettered 
:among thorns ; and cannot remedy the evils, nor remcve the 
complaints, except irf a fmall degree, by devoting thofe hou1s 
·to ftudy which· nature has appointed for repofe. But this 
.iexp~jez:i,t ~ould foon bring tender cod!:itutions down, to the 
_grave. 

AgairJ, refpei:ling the complaints noticed above, they are 
fometimes in a degree unjufr, and origim,te with thofe captious 
·hearers, f,'ho h~ve much felf-conceir, and very Jiule found 
kn'owledg~ and good experience; and who, by their fneer and 
inCult, prove that they are novices, mere boys, in comparifon 
of the>fe whofe labours th_ey condemn, 

But, to a certain degree, the·defetls complained of do exifi­
many preacher_s kn.ow ir, ai:id mourn over it. Yet what ea~ 
they do? They have not apofiolical infpiration. If thev 
were favoure_d wi_th this, it might anfwer every thincr; they 
might then be buried in the cares of life ten hqurs in f he day, 
emerge the e}eventh, and preach an excellent lermon. But 
being defiit1,1te of on;linary and extraordinary affifiance, can 
you expel\ propriety, order, pathos, and variety? Can yo11 
peafonably look for the elfentials and accomplifuments of an 
em_inent minifter?-No. 

Yet, perhaps, aft~r all, nothing is done, only the com­
plaints are continued, mutual uneafinefs fiill prevails; i11fo­
much that the jaded fervant is ready to exclaim, in the Lmguage 
of grief and delpair, " 0 th.at I had in the wilderners a lodging 
place of w.iy-faring men, that l might leave my people!'' 
And unlefs minifiers are more at liberty to do the w ,rk be­
longing to their province, it is umeafouable to require, and 

in 
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in vain to expea, miniftrations which will Ion~ plea(~ tht 
people.- ~ 

it is granted and lamented, that the Jleut, not the .Rock, 
is th« gr .. nd objecl fought by many public characters; hence1 
unreafonable men, without mercy or <liib118io11, have 
·Jranded the moil: amiable and ufeful perfons, with the rno{t 
infamous names; while the whJ)c fyflem of rdigion has 
been condemne<l as prieil:craft. But will this injultice, thefer 
flanders, filencc the voice of reafo,i and revelation ?-No. 

I do not, however, ml'an to cenfure any church for 
intentional inju!l:ice I am perfu.1di:d the churches of Chrifl: 
wi{h to know their duty a:1di11tereft lncon{iqeration I pre. 
fume has been the·caufe of ne;;!ecl:. 
_ It is certain that many churcnes have been fenfible of 
their languid condition; and have wept, prayed, and deli.,. 
berated; and formed plans, expenfive and hoi,ourable, to 
raife their caufe - to a greater pitch of refpecl:ability. It is 
rather remarkable, that they havi=_ never, amongfi: all their 
plans, hit upon that which is h~re recommended, though, 
I am confident, it is of great importance 

It perhaps will be replied: '" We are convinced of the 
propriety of what is recommended; but the times are hard, anq 
we mufi not rob Peter to pav Paul." True, but if the 
idols Mammon, Pride, Cufiom, and Fathion, were plundered, 
there would be no great harm in this,; no treafon, nQ 
facrilege in this. Tl;e fpoils would furnith ample refource~ 
to make minifiers more ufefu!, or mo_!e culpabl_e, by afford~ 
ing them more leifure to ferve their God and their people to 
g-reate~ advanta~e. . . _ . _ . - ' _ 

Again, fettermg mmdl:ers with a multitude of wqrdly 
cares, is inconfiftent with fourid policy; and it is certaiq 
the BaptiG:s' have fuffored much in point of firength on thh 
account. 

Have we not verified in this infiance the common adage, 
" Penny wife, and pound foolith." If minifie1:s were as 
refpectable in and out of the pulpit as they might be, if 
they had oppor_tunity for improvement, the fuperior acquifr­
tions in point of number and property, would more thail 
coun.terbalance the extra expeHce of th€ir liberation. If I 
could pe1 fuade our people in general to think fo, l fhould do 
fomethin!!; as we eafily flide into meafurcs, which we fuppofe 
will incr~.ife our fecular importance, add to·our 'fi)nances, ana 
eafeour burdens. ANONYMOUS._ 

l ro bi continued.] 
ESSAY 
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ESSAY ON THE USING OF WHAT IS COMMONLY,' 
' CALLED THE LORD's PRAYER. 

CJo the Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine, 

DliAR Sm, 

In Vol III. p. I 18 of your ufeful Magazine, a Corref­
pondent willies .for fomething to be fa1d on what i~ 
commonly called the Lard's Prayer; particularly an 
anf wer to this Qyefiion ;-" Did our Lord intend that 
his difciples lhould always ufe this prayer, or, w;;s it 
oniy intended that they fhould pray after that manner, as 
feems to be hinted, Matt. vi. 9." If the ever bleifed God 
iball be pleafed to help me, I· will endeavour to fay a little 
on this fubject: and if you approve what is fa.id, you 
are de/ired to infert it in your Magazine, as foon as 

, <:onvenient, 
Y our's, moft affectionately, 

J. T. 

L INTRODUCTION. 1. THAT Pt<ayer is one of 
the moft important duties of man, will, I tlrink, be generali_7 
allowed. To gain infiruB:ion in our rnofi important duties, 
is -il very great bleffi ng: whoever, therefore, infirucls us 
in thefe, mufl: be owned, thus far, to be a friend to mankind, 
and an ufeful member of fociery. This will apply, efpe!=i­
all y, to that facred dury, Prayer. Affiftance and inJruct1on 
in this, is a fpecial bleffing; becaufe it is f~ ofcen en­
joined-fa very needlul-fo v'try ufeful-:-and yet, by many, 
fo much negl'icled, or, fo very imperftclly praclifcd. 

2. Prayer is a direct, immediate addrels to God: it is 
very necdTary that this idea be, frequently jmprel1ed on 
our minds, when we are employed in praying, or, \vhcn 
abo11t to attend to it, in order to prevent our thoughts from 
raving, and to fix our minds on our facrtd work, and to 
engage our th0ughts :and minds with God. , 

3. Her'e appears the great necefficy of underjlanding tf,, 
meaning of our prayers. Can any be conlidered guiltlds 
who allow, themfrl ve-, when addrelling Almig~ty. God, in 
uttering with their tongues what they do not wdl UJider· 
fiand r Is it fuppofab}e that the pe1 feclly holy G0d, ~ho 
knows the intent of the he~rt, and who knows our word5 
long before, can be pkafrd wi~h fuch fervices as the wor-

• • ' fui~}per 
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iltipper does not undedl:and? Or can the heart be pro­
perly engaged in the prayers to which the undedbnding is 
a !hanger ? Can this be wor01ippi11g God " with the lj>irit 
and with the underftanding alfo i" Surely none can pretend 
that it is ! 

4. While this may arid mujl be applied to prayer of every 
kind, and efpecialJy to all Forms of Pray1r, it mufl be ap­
plied to what is called the Lord's Prayer : for, can any man 
imagine, that, fuppofing Jefus to have taught that to be faid 
in prayer, he deligned it 1hauld be faid by thofe who 
<lid not know th~ meaning of it l This is- not likely at all. 

This will perhaps, and 1 w.ilh it may, affect the minds 
()f fome who enjoin it on Childre11, and thofe who are 
nearly as ignorant as chi!dren, to fay the Lord's prayer, 
a!! they call it, Is it poffible for a rational creature who 
has any regular knowledge of God, to believe that the 
Lord J efus deligned this facred, folemn motto for prayer, 
to be a Form J~r Infants, and common, ignorant, wi.cked 
perfons, thGugh grown up to maturity? Surely this cannot 
be! However, as perhaps there may be octalion again~ 
to touch on fome of thefe ideas, I conclude the preface1 
and proceed to • 

II. A few very lhort remarks on the Lord's prayer, 
which, tr.ough not direclly to the queftion, may, perhaps, 
be not quite without their ufe1, to forr1e of the more 
i:gnorant, into whofe hands they may come, and may affifl: 
in anfwering the quetlion, particularly 

1. 7he Lord's Prayer, is the name commonly given to 
thofe Six Shor/ Senten,es, in that DireB:ory to ~rayer, 
which the bldfed Jefus gave to his difciples, Luke xi. 2'---5• 
Matt. vi. 9-1-4-. I think it is childi!h to difpute 
with any, fur the fake of oppofition : but with deference 
to the wife and the many, I do not think it is fo very proper 
to call it the Lcrd's Prayer. It is certain the Lord Jefus 
could not ufe it hi1T1fclf, becaufe he m::ver had any fin •• 
to be forgiven, not to mention any other reafon ; and, I do 
not remember that tl1e holy writers ever call it the Lord's 
Prayer; if they had c"llc:d it fo, furely it would be ri~ht 
in mhers to call it fo too: but if neither the bleffed 
Jefus intended it as a prayer, nor the holy writers un­
derftood it fo, but only a means of ailifling and enlarging the 
ideas of thofe young converts, perhaps it would be better 
n()t to call it the Lord's Prayer at all. 

2.. " Our Father, which art in Hl!aven," moil: naturally 
teaches ws thai the d'•ection was not given to the 

Childrt11 
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lhildm, of God as fuch ; as it is certain it was addrefred ta 
the difciples of Chrift, and to none clfe. 

3. " Hallowed be thy name;'' {hews us what a ferious re­
gard fliould be paid to the facred name, God; as well as re­
verence to all the attributes of which he is poffdfed; and how 
inconfiderate, heedleCs, wicked, and impious thofe perfons 
arc, who trifle and play with "that fearful and glorious name," 
and, by the way, how impoffible it is, for fuch as thefe, to 
have any thing to do, either with the words or meaning of this 
directory, in their prefent carnat fl:ate ! 

4. " Thy kingdom come," fecms td be efpecially proper, 
at that timt, but does not fa direa!y apply to after times in 
the chrifl:ian church. This is fuffi.ciently illufl:rated and 
proved from thofe expreffions which fo often occur in the 
New Teilament; " the kingdom of heaven is at hand," 
" the kingdom of God is come unto you," &c. which evi­
dcntl y intend the gofpel fl:ate. I am aware that much might 
be faid on the kingdom of grace~ and the kingdom of glory, 
&c. but as I have fo little room, I mull: content myfelf with 
the eafiefl! anal firft plain fenfe. . 

5, '' Thy will be d0ne in earth, as it is in heaven," feem 
much to illu!l:rate the !aft remark : and fhews the neceffity, in 
regard to all wlao learn to pray from this pattern, of being 
wholly given up to the divine will, and of cherifhing a fir1cere 
and earnell defire that mankind may all be Co: an~ that the 
knowledge of God may be univerfaT. . • 

,. " G.ive us this day our daily bread," thews our entire 
and abfolute dependarice on God, for every crumb of the 
bleffings of this life, and is defigne<l to leaa our minds to 
view the blelfed God as eafing and providing for us all thcfe; 
but that fiill it is our du.ty to pray for them ; and, as we 
need them daily, to pray for them daily. , 

7. " And forgive us our debts, as we forgive ciur debtors," 
fuews the neceffity that even the children of God have of 
confiant, daily pardon of fin ; for the Lord J efus feems to 
defign to teach us that fo Ion~ as we need-daily bread, we 
need pardon; and that while we pray for daily bread, :.We 
fuould pray for daily forgivenefs. But this direcl:ion !hews 
alfo, as it is eXl51ained, M~tt. xv1ii. &c. that whoever prays 
for fotgivenefs of fin, iliould forgive his fellow creatures: 
and hence, it is certain, that the cruel and malicious have 

• nothing to do with this directory, in tht:ir prefent wicked 
ftate. It was not defigned for fuch, nor addreffe<l to them. 

8 " And' lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil,'' teaches us that. Gl)d has :all events at his difpofal: that 

VoL. III. 3 F we 
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we and al\ our affairs, {l:ates; and circumflances, are in Che· 
hands of Cod ; that he can controul, over-rule, or counter­
all:, all the detigns of all our infernal and mortal enl!mies , 
and that it is our duty, and unalterable great privilege, to 
pray to Him, and to hope in Him, for his gracious interpofi­
tion in our behalf, as our 1o:xigencies may require. 

9. "For thine is the kingdom, and th"' power, and the 
glory, for ever," explains and proves much of the lall: remark, 
It reprefents God as the abfulute governor over all, and, as 
fuch, that all glory is his due for ever. To him, therefore,, 
let all the creation afcribe it! Amen, and Amen ! 

Ill. Let us endeavour more direll:ly to anfwer the 
quefrion propofcd, "Did our Lord intend that his difciples 
fhould always ufe this prayer, &c." We make the few fol­
lowine: remarks. 

1. If it were to be ufed alwayr in prayer, then there could 
be nothin6 elfe in prayer. For if a perfon be employed in 
the facred work, at one tirne, for half an hour, or more, or 
kfs time, 1.he beginning, the middle, and conclulion, and the 
whole is prayer: if, therefore, this be ufed always, mufr it not 
be the whole of prayer? Again, if .a man. prays twelve 
times a day, or more, or fewer, and if he ufe thefe words 
always, when-he prays, then he inufi- ufe th~m twelve times, 
or more or lefs. I wifh it to be noted here, that we are not 
exaggerating, by fuppofing twelve times a day; for if a 
minifter attend public wodhip three times on a Lord's day; 
it is not ur.co111mon to pray three times at every public ·meet­
ing; this would make nine times; but if we reckon ·feveR 
times in publ,c worlbij,:, which is very common; twice with 
his family; and three times for fecre[ prayer, will be twelve; 
which, no .Joubt, is common, and rather below the account, 
for thofe mmifi-ers who h. ve zeal for God, aftd il-rength of 
body for much labour. Now, I afk, can any man imagine 
that the bieifed Jefus intended the minifler fhould fay thefe 
fix Jentencer every tt ·ne, a1 ,d , ,othing elfe? . 

2. LI- will b::: replieJ, • No: the Lord Jefus d0es not 
intend thofe w0rds to be ufed every time that we pray, and 
to be the wicoli: of every prayer.'' From chis obligation, 
theretore, we are releafed by this anfwer; but then, if the 
Lo,d Jefus intended to e11join the faying thefe words al all, 
will not our difficultie~ be greater, by this. anfwer, rather 
than leis, and more rather than fewer. B<:taufe flill we have· 
rhe adverb when, which dett:rmines the time, chat is, when ye 
pray, fay our Fa[her, &c. Mull it not, therefore, be: a part 
vf ,:very pr.iyer, and !till be ufed, by Come eight, by othl'.:rS 

ten, 
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. tc:1, by others twelve, and by fome fourteen or fifteen time! 
every Lord's day? ls this probable? Will there not be much 
repetition, if not by many vain repetitions? 

3, Others will wifh ,to fay, " It is not probable the Lord 
Jelus intended that theCe fentcnces !hould be ufed in every 
prayer?" I am pcrfuadcd fo too, it is not probable. But 
then, if he defigned they 1bould be ufed at al,I, and if he 
enjoined the uling of them at all, whrJ jhall determine when? 
A1e we not in danger of ufurping authority which bJ011gs to 
tht; Lord of Glory! He fays, when ye pray. Wh, will fay 
fometimes when ye pray? It mufl: be one of your prayers at 
every meeting, or a part of one, eve~y Lord's day, and a part 
pf one every other day of .the week, in your clofets, with 
your families, wjth the fick and affi,cted, &c. Who wiH 
_dictate at this rate ? And what is b½corne c:if the glorious, 
only Head of our holy religion now! Every body knows that 
He has given no fuch injuncl:ions or directions as tbefe. As 
I have not room to enlarge on the difficulties and abfurdities, 
many of whi-ch now appear before me, and (hike my mind 
y,ith great force, I will leave them for others who have room 
for them. 

4. A,not!1er, who demands our attention, willies to drop 
his word among the retl. It is this. '' The Lord J efus 
does not fo much defign the words to be ufed, as to give the 

,young converts to chriflianity fome general leading ideas of 
their relation to God, their dependance on God, and their 
4uty to God, to affifl: them in prayer.'' This is I think the 
plain truth. We do not underftand th.it the L >rd J cfus has 
enjoined the faying of the words at aU. The difficulties 
hinted above, and very many more, ~eads us to conclude it 
impoffible, fo far as we can judge. • 

5. But ftill it will be replied, that, according to Luke, the 
injunB:ion is, "wh~n ye pray, fay, Our Father, &c.'" 
T1 ue, but I do not remember, nor know of any who do fay 
th~ words q/w_ays when they pray, except little children, and 
foch like: and if they be 11ot faid always, the injunclion 
f!_ands for nothing; becaufe it gives us no liceAce to do it 
J,metimes only. • This liberty of doing it fometimes 
only allq:wed and practifed by them who underftand 
the faying of th:! words enj'.lined at all, is, like many 
other things, in many profdfors of religion, unjujlijiable; and' 
it would be well if the perfons would confider it very feri­
oun y ! M<1ny profdfed chrifl:ians do not underftand that 
Chrifl: has enjoined the faying of the -words at all in prayer, 
~ecaufe, according to Matthew, the l-,ard Jefus fays, u Aft~r 
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we and all our affairs, flates; and circumilances, are i11 Che· 
hands of Cod; that he can controul, over-rule, or counter­
atl:, all the deligns of all our infernal and mortal en.:mies ; 
and that it is our duty, and unalterable great privilege, to 
pray to Him, and to hope in Him, for his gracious interpofi-.. 
tion in our behalf, as our r.:xigencies may require. 

9. " For thine is the kingdom, and th«i' power, and the 
glory, for ever," explains and proves much of the !all remark. 
It reprefents God as the abf-1\ute governor over all, and, as 
fuch, that all glory is his due for ever. To him, therdore, 
let all th:: creation afcribe it! Amen, and Amen ! 

Ill. Let us endeavour more direll:ly to anfwer the 
<J'ueftion propofcd, "Did our Lord intend that his difciples 
fuould always ufe this prayer, &c." We make the few fol­
lowine: remarks. 

I. If it were to be ufed always in prayer, then there could 
be nothin6 elf.: in prayer. For if a perfon be employed in 
the facred work, at one time, for half an hour, or more, or 
kfs time, ,he beginning, the middle, and conclulion, and the 
whole is prayer: if, therefore, this be uled always, rnu!l: it not 
be the whole of prayer? Again, if a man. prays twelve 
times a day, or more, or fewer, and if he ufe thefe words 
always, when-he prays, then he inufi ufe thf:m twelve times, 
or more or lefs. I wifh it to be noted here, that we are not 
exaggerating, by fuppoling twelve times a day; for if a 
minifter attend public wodhip three times on a Lord's day~ 
it is not ur.common w p1ay three times at every public meet­
ing; this wuuld make nine times; but if we reckon ·fevea 
times in public worlhir, which is very common; twice with 
his family; and three times for fecre[ prayer, will be twelve; 
which, no .Joubt, is common, and rather below the account, 
for thofe rnmifi:ers who h: ve zeal for God, aHd firength of 
body for much labour. Now, I alk, can any man imagine 
that the bieffcd Jefus intrnded the minifi:er ihould fay thefo 

jixfenlences every u·ne, ai:d ,,othing elfe? 
2. .t-wiil bt: replieJ, • No: the Lord Jefus dnes not 

intend thoft: words to be ufed every time that we pray, and 
to be the wr.ole of every prayer," From chis obl,gation, 
therc::tore, we are releafed by this anfwer; but then, if the 
Lo,d Jefus intended to e11join the faying thefe words al q/17 

will not our difficultie~ be greater, by this, anfwer, rather 
than lefs, and more rather than fewer. Bt:taufe fiill we have • 
the adverb when, w:iich detc:rmines the time, that is, when ye 
pray, fay our Far her, &c. Mufl: it not, therefore, bi: a part 
of every prayer, aml- [till be ufed, by fome eight, by oth~rs 

ten, 
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. te:1, by others twelve, and by fome fourteen or fifreen times 
every Lord's day ? ls this probable? Will there not be much 
repetition, if not by many vain repetitions? 

3· Others will wiili to fay, " It is not probable the Lord 
Jetus intended that thefe fentcnces iliould be ufed in every 
prayer?" I am pcrfuadcd fo too, it is not probable. But 
then, if he defigned they ibould be ufed at aU, and if he 
enjoined the ufing of them at all, whrJ jhall determine when r 
Are we not in danger of ufurping authority which b~lor1gs to 
th1r Lord of Glory ? He fays, when ye pray. Wh'l will fay 

fametimes when ye pray ? It mull: be one of your prayers at 
every meeting, or a part of ont, eve,y Lord's day, and a part 
pf one every other day of .the week, in your clofets, with 
your families, wjth the fick and afrl.ch:d, &c. Who will 
pictate at this rate ? And what is b~come of the glorious, 
only Head of o.ur holy religion now! Every body lrnDWS that 
He has given no fuch injuncl:ions or directions as thefe. As 
I have not room to enlarge on the difficulties and abfurdities, 
many of whi-ch now appear before me, and firike my mind 
;with great force, I will leave them for others who have room 
for them. 

4. J\.nother, who demands our attention, willies to drop 
his word among the refl. It is this. '·' The Lord J efus 
does not fo much delign the words to be ufed, as to give the 
young converts to cbriflianity fome general leading ideas of 
their relation to God, their dependance on God, and their 
~uty to God, to affifl them in· prayer.'' This is I think the 
plain truth. We do no.t undedl:and that the L ird J efus has 
enjoined the faying of the .words at aU. The difficulties 
hinted above, and very many more, leads us to conclude it 
impoffible, fo far as we can judge. • 

5. But flill it will be replied, that, according to Luke, the 
injunction is, "wh1n ye pray, fay, Our Father, &c." 
T1 ue, but I do not remember, nor know of any who do fay 
the: words q/ways when they pray, except little.children, and 
foch like: and if they be not faid always, the injunction 
il_ands for nothing; b.ecaufe it gives us no licence to do it 
f,metimes only. • This liberty of doing it fometimcs 
Qnly allo:wed and praclifed by them who undedland 
the faying of th~ words enjoined at all, is, like many 
other things, in many profdTors of religion, unjuflifiable; and· 
it would be well if the perfons would confider it very feri­
ouG y ! Mdny profcffed chriflians do not underfland that 
(:hrifl: has enjoined the faying of the words at all in prayer, 
~ecaufe, accorJing; to Matthew, the ~ord Jefu~ fays," Aft~r 
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this manner pray ye." From which we underA:and, that, 
what i~ there faid, is ddigned only, as a general di-recl:ory, to 
affi,t thof: y0ungchriilians to whom it was addrelfed. They 
needed affiihnce and direction very much, and fo do we, 
Let us be thankful for the affifl:ance which ihe blelfed J efus 
has given us, and improve it to his glory; but let us not 
mak~ chains and fetters one for another, but ftand fafi: jn th~ 
liL,crry in which Chrifi has left us. 

6. 1 add again, that, there is no doubt, th£ 4lifciples to 
whom the tiirell:ion was firft given, woqld und~rfiand the 
,Ieftg,r of their Mafter, fufficiently well to guj<le thicir praBice, 
If, therefore, the Lord· Jefus defigned they Qiould ufe the 
words in their prayers, either as the whole of their prayer, 
or as a part of it, without dot\bt they would have ufed them; 
but, every body kno~s we have no account of their ufing 
ihem. We have evidence that they prayed, and that they 
prayed often, and, fometimes, we have the f,l)ords, whic~ 
they ufed in prayer; :;mq oft we have the particular mercie~ 
for which they prayed; but we have never the leafi intima­
tion that they ufed thefe words in prayer. Befides, we know, 
that the apofiles often taught, and exhorted, an4 en~ouraged 
their fellow chrifiians to pray, but we 90 not find that tfiey 
ever fo much as intimated, or hinted to them the n~ceffity or 
propriety of ufing thefe words in prayer. Confequently, we 
have no evidence that the chriftians of the 6rfl: age qid ever 
ufe thefe words at all in prayer. • 

7. The moll fenfible, and, perhaps, the Orqngeft n:a(on~ 
that I remember to have read or heard in beh:1lf of the ufing 
ef thefe words in prayer, is this: '~ This prayer had been 
generally ufrd by chriH:ians, efpecially from the third ctnlury 
downward, and probably long before.'' On which I hope it 
will mt be lo(s of time to remar~ very briefly, as follows. 

1. This remark is maqe by one ~po is pretty pofitive and 
plain that the Lord Jefus enjoined the ~poftles to uje thefmn, 
as he calls it, in Luke )(i. 2-5. Bµt one may b,e, allowed 
to a£k, is it not probable that, if the difcip!es had undedl-ooq 
it fo, there would be more probability thil,n t.here now is, that 
it was ufed, generally, ir. the fir.ft untury? Is there any pro-

. bability at all that it was even oni:e u(eg in the J.11 ee11tury ! 
2. It atfecls me much, that we have fo many docl:rines and 

duties taught and enjoined from the creeds and practices of the 
profeffors of the third, ctn/r.ry and downward, this has done 
inconceivable mifchief to religion ! How much is there of 
human tradition, not to fay of every part of popery, which 
iniy not be taught ijlld enjoined from this manner of af&~i!1~~ 
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Is it not very 1'ell known by all who are tolerably acquainted 
with ecclefiaftical hifiory, that the third century was a very 
remarkable period for innovation, and human tradition, in the 
chrifiian .church ? 

3· I do not knov,·how it will be felt by others, but I feel 
myfelf totally Jih,latrd from every thing in religion, and in 
the wor!hip of Almighty God, whether doa:rine or practice, 
if there be not 1!ood evidence that it was taught or pratl:ifed in 
the jirjl unlury. If the ble1fed Jefus, and Jiis firft difciples did 
not teach it, or enjoin it, and, unlefs I know that they did, I 
wi(h to be .i.t liberty from believing or praclifing it. And 
further, I very fincerely and earnefily defire and advife all 
chrill:ians with whom I am connefud to be _as I am in this, 
jf they fee that it be right. I think it is allowed, by many 
fenfible men, that infidelity, deifm, and enthufiafm, are ar­
rived at a very gn;~t pitch in this day of degeneracy: this 
will jufl:ify my e;arnefl: defire, that all my friends would pay a 
ftri8 and confcientious n:gard to the will of God, and to that 
only in religion and in ~ivine wodhip: and, becaufe we ..re 
'' boµght with a price, not to be tha fervants of men." 

. iaftly. There are fqm~ who wiih to atk, Is it wrmg 
then to ufe thofe words, when we pray, which are commonly 
c_alled the Lord's :Prayer? I anfwer. Every man ufes, or 
lhauld ufe, fuc:h words in prayer as he thinks are proper, ;u-.I 
who can call hi111 to acco11nt ! T)lis, however, applies more 
direaly to fecret prq.yer; which, by the way, is perhap:, what 
the· difciples and the Lord Jef!-!s had mofl: direcl:ly in view> 
w,hen he in!lrulled them.' 1n public, focial prayer, fome re-

. gard fhould be paid to acuptah/e words, in a degree, as in 
preai:hing. Wh!!n it is entirely indifferent with God, and 
he leaves us at perfell liberty, then it may be the beil, and is 
<:ommorily our duty, " to pleafe all men, for their iood to 
edification," but if .any perfon fee it right to ufe thofe words 
in prayer, who made me a judge or a divider in the cafe? 
To forbid, where God has not forbidden, is much the fame as 
to command, when God has not commanded. Let the man, 
who is the µiouth for the i:omp;my preient, confult the perfo11s 
and 1=afes which he has· to commend to the gracious God in 
prayer, an.d then let him ufe Cu.eh words as God enables him 
to ufe, and as he thinks the mofl: proper, and, for tfU, he may 
ufo thofe words in the palTage above. If thefe be fuitable for 
his pre(ent bufinefs, or, if he believe they are, l have no do­
minion over his faith. 

Aug. z3, 1800, 
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7'o the Edit,r of tl,e Gtneral Baptijl Magazin,. 

S1R, 

I here fend you my Twdfth ADDRESS for Sunday 
S<:hools. 

.On 0BEDIEN.CF. lo MASTERS. 

DEAR youths, you know th:it we h~ve often informecJ 
)·ou, that the defign of_ this fchool i_s not o?IY to teach Y?U to 
read and write, but to mihue you m the important duues of 
JDorality and rehg,ion. 

Now a:iany of you are in a fiate qf fervitude, either as 
fcrvants in common, or as appr.entices ; and there are ruleio 
by whicfi f uch ought to acl. le cannot be fuppofed ,that we 
fuould l,c- left without direclio11s, human or divir.e, in fuch ~ 
cafe as rhis; and a~ ~od h~s been pleafed to give di reel.ions 
to you in thefe low ftatioQs of life, furely it is your di1ty to 
regard thc:m, and it muft be a g,reat fin to difob~y the~~ 

You will ohferve, that the word of that God who made 
aRd preferves you, -faith I Peter ii. I 8, •' Servants be fuhje~ 
to your malttrs, with all fear;" that is with reverential 
re,,.ard to them, and fear to offend them; and this " not only 
to,;.-the good and gentle, but alfo t-o the f1owai:d'.', Obferve 
here, that this obedience is not only •~_to the good and gen-

~-tle," who may be pleafed with rale, and f.erved with plea~ 
fore; but ,Mo " to the froward," whofe trea'tment at timi:~ 
may be hard to bear; yet even then chrifrianity makes it th7 
ciutv of the fe: vant to obey; and we· know there are no 
better rules than thofe oP cbrifl:ianity by ~hi-eh your youthfu1 
Ii ves can be re;!ulated. • 

Titus ii. g. " l:,,chort fervants to be obedient to their own 
mafi:ers, and to pleafe thern wc)I in all things; not anfwering 
:again," in that pert, faucy n anner wrich fume b.id and im.pu-: 
ient yout!1s do. "Not purloining,'' that is not robbing nor 
'1efraudin~ in any matter. • • 

Alfo Ephef vi. 5, 6, 7. and Collof iii. n. t, Servants 
obey in all things _your rnaflers, accnrdini to the fldh ; nut 
with ey~-fervice, as m1;n-pleafers, but in linglenefs of heart,· 
fearing God." Not only to ferve them with up1ightne!s 
when th.ir eye is up,,n you, but in their ab!cnce too, for even 
then the eye of God fees you, and it you difobey, you expofe 
yourfelves to the anier of God. • 

Remark; 
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'Remark then, oh ! ye youths, that it is not on] y (wearing, 
lying and fl:ealing, that are fins againll God, but difobe­
<iicnce to mafkrs, even to froward mafl:trs, is a fin too: and all 
fin offends God, and inJures them that are guilty of it. May 
thtk great truths be underfiood, remembered, and confide red 
by you all, to your prefent and everlafiing advantage, for Jdus 
Chri!l:'s fake. Amen, 

ADDRESS XIIT. 

On the HoNOUR and ADVANTAGE if OBEDIENCE 111 

MASTERS. 

i. ON the_ hortoµr that will refult from it to you youths 
who are obedient to your rnafiers.-Now as God has been 
pleafed to give infl:rucl:ion in this c:1fe, it mull: be a great 

·honour in th~ light of God and man for you to be found 
c,bedient to his bleffed word. • Foe the apofile Peter faith, 
1 Epill:le ii. 19. " this i_s thank-worthy," that is worthy of 
praife, even from God, for the fervant to be obedient to his 
n:iafier; elpecially the froward, and when this is done in 
obedience to God too, What an honour this, oh ye youths. 
Aim at it, {hive- for it; let nothin'g divert you from a werk 
fo honourable and good. 

Paul faith ( Titus ii. IO.) that to {hew good fidelity to 
mailers will " adorn the doB:rine of God our Saviour." 
What an honour then mufl: this be co you, to learn 10 alt fo 
even in youth, as to adorn the docl:rines of chriftianity by 
your good conduct. 

1 What an honour to a fervant, when he is not guilty e,f 
purloining, or d- eye-ferv1ce; but h,s mailer can leave him 
and trult him with.,ut fe .. r uf being defrauded or injured by 
him. Then you will have the honourable cbaracler of 
honeft fervants. 

'.t. On the advantage of obedience to mafiers.-When 
obedience to mailers is chearf1.;]ly and heartily pratlifed, as 
unto God, it 1s a fervice we:!! pleafing to him, Ephef. 
vi. 7. Coll. iii. 22. 23. Such of )OU as fo obey, in this you 
ferve the Lord Jefus Chrill:, and {hall receive a reward, and 
that noL a tnfle; if you are true beli.:v"'rs in the Lord Jefus 
Chriir, you lhall receiv.: a reward .1t the day of judgrnent, 
Coll iii. 2+. • Surely, oh youths, the confideracion of chat 
reward will encoura,e you to obey your ·mafte.-s, your pa-

rents, 



rents, and your Goel, while hete on eatth. Betides, futh 
obedience will be moft likely to fecure you the refpect, kit1d­
nefs, and even the rewards of your mafters, and the affec­
tionate regard of their families; and the heir part of yout 
neighbourhoods. 

Thus you may fee, that in this fchdol, you are taught 
thofe things, which, if ferioufl y attended to, will lead you to 
honour and advantage in this world, and the world to come, 
with which may the God of heaven blefs you all, througt\ 
Jefus Chriftour Lord, Amen. 

ADDRESS XIV~ 

On the REASONABLENESS of 0BEDn.NCE to MASTERS, 
tJnd the Con/19.umct's ofneg/etling it, 

1. THEIR foperiority in point of age, when compared 
with you, makes it reafonable that you lhould obey them. 

2. They are in al,l probability wifer, by reafon of that ex­
perience of men and things that their age muft have given 
them. 

3· It is their place as pr.iJlers to teach· and command, and 
your's as fervants to obey. 

4. The mafters pay the fervants their wages. Therefc,re 
you that are fervants ought to feel it your duty to obey 
them. 

5. The mafier teaches the apprentice his trade, by which 
he isto earn his bread through life; therefore nothing can be 
more reafonable than that you youths, who are now, and may-­
hereafter be apprentices, do yield a moft ftr1ct ~bedience· tct 
mafters in all right and lawful things. 

6. The confequences of neglecting this obedience to your 
mafl:e~. We have endeavoured to convince you that this 
obedience is reafonable and advantageous, and matter of divine 
~ommand. • • 

Therefore to neglell: this mull be to ac\: contrary' to reafon, 
contrary to our own intereft, and contrary to the word of 
God. Theconfequences ofwhich mutt furely be verybad. 

And the infpired apofl:le Paul faith, Coll. iii. zs, with re­
ference to this fubje£\; "' He that doeth wreng, fhall receive 
for the wrong which he hath done." Now this is not merely' 
the word of man, but it is the word of God, and it is even 
God that threatens difobtdient fervants with the confequences 
•f their difoeedience. 

2. Such 
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2. Such di(obedient fervants are a difgrace to themCelves, 
a difgrace to theit families, and are looked upon with 
contempt in their neighbourhoods. A bad fervant, a bad 
apprentice; what a nuifance, what an l1.jurr to fociety ! 

3. Such mofi awflilly fhew that they are of a hard::ned and 
abandoned character, and that they neither fear God nor 
man: How dreadful mtifl: the confequence of this be ! 
Surely, furely, Oh fui:ely dear youths, you will never by your 
difobedience thus make yourfelves mifer.ible. 

4. Such abandoned hardnefs in youth, often i_ncreafes with 
their riper years, 'and leads to punifhment, t:1e mo/1: fevere, 
awful, and difhonourable, that this world can inflict, and, 
what is yet worfe, leads to perdition· in the. world to 
come;, Strive then, dear youths to efcape all this by obe­
dience to your mafiers and your God. 

May the divine bleffing attend this, and every other 
Sunday School, fo the kingdom; making them preven­
tatives of vice, and nurferies for virtue, in the riling ge­
neration, leading them to ufefulnefs and refpecrability in 
earth, and eternal glory in heaven, through Jefus Chri£l: our 
Redeemer. Amen, 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

'J.o the Editor of the General Bapt!Jl Magazine. 
\ 

DEAR SIR, 

I flatter myfelf the following anecdote-of the late Rev. John 
Berridge, of Evertgn, will be acceptable tt> many of your 
readers, as it not only difc·overs the c,1ndour and liberality 
of that great and good man-, but affords a convincing 
proof; that genuine chri1l:ianity unites the hearts of it"s 
polfefTors, although their heads or judiements, in fome 
refpecls may differ. . • 

SooN after the death of the late Countefs of Hunting­
don, I had occafion to vifit Mr. Berridge, at Everton. ln 
the courfe of converfation, I informed him of her dep:utute; 
upon which he faid; "then then:: i:. another p111.1r gon! 
to ~glory.-Mr.' Whitfield, is gone, John and Cli.irks 
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W etley are ~one; the is gone, and I fualt go foon." 1 
replied, yes, ~ir, you may expecl: foon to follow them; and 
although there has been fome difference in your judg­
ments upon earth, I hope you will meet in heaven, and 
unite in praifing God and the Lamb. With a pleating 
{mile on his countenance, he chearfully anfwered, 1• aye, aye; 
that we lhall ; for the Lord wafhed all our hearts here, 
and he'll wa£h our brains there." 

I am, dear Sir, 
Y our's, in the bell of bonds, 

JOSEPH HOBBS. 

To the Edit:ir of th~ Gmm1/ Baptifi M11gazin1. 

DEAR SIR, 

IT has been my pra8ic;e for forne time pa(l-, to read a part 
of Mr. Henry's E~pofition of the Bible, in my family 
daily; aIJd in the courfo of reading, have frequently been 
pleafed and proti~d wit)l the pithy fentenees, and pertinent 
remarks I have met with; which indueed • me to tranfcribe 
fome of them, hoping they might be. of fo111e ufe to my 
children at a future period,. witho!Jt any intention ef pub­
)ilhing them ;-but having lately obferved in fome periodical 
works, feleel: fentences from the writings of eminent 6iinif­
ters, which to me appeared calculated for general ufefulnefs, 
I was inclined to wi{b the few fcraps I had gleaned, 
might alfo be fcattered abroad, (if approved) through the 
medium of the General Baptill: Magazine, in hQpes that 
fome feed might fall in good ground, and bring forth fruit 
to the glory of t~e great Hufbandman. 

I h .. ve therefore fe11t you a fample, and have referred to 
chapter and verfe, that p~rfons not poffdfed of the Ex­
polition, may compare them with the Scripture$y and form 
a j udgmeut of their propric:ty, Should they meet your ap­
probation, I hope, if the.Lofd permiti to fornilh you with 
a fufficient number to fill a page monthly, and leave you 
at foll liberty to omit any that rnily be thought unfuitab)e. 

I am, dear Sir, 
With fincere· refpecl:, 

Y Qur's affectionately, 
JOSEPH HOBBS. 

Ch11tharn, Sept. u, 1800. 
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eoRitJUP(tNDENCB, 

GENESIS, CHAP. I. 

1 
ALWAYS ke11p Heaven in your eye, and the earth under 

your feet. ver. I. 
Atheifts are the greatefl: fools in nature; (or they fee there 

is a I world that could not make itfelf; and yet they will 
not own there is a -God that made it. ibid. 

We burn our Mailer's candles, but do not mind our 
Mafl:er's work. ver. 14. 

As we live upon God's bounty, we fl::iould live to his 
slory. ver. 29. 
• He that feeds his birds, will not fiarve his babes, ver. 30. 

CHAP. II. 
Nature is content with a little, and that which is moA: 

natural; grace with lefs; b_ut lufl: with nothing. ver. 8. 
He thar made us is alooe abfe to mak~ us happy. ver. 9. 
There is a true ple~fure in the bulinefs which God 

i:alls us to, and employs us in. ver'. 15. 
That wife that is of God .. s making l:iy fpecial grace, and 

of God's bringing by fpecial providence, is likely to prove 
a help meet for a man. ver. 23. 

CHAP'. HI. 

Thofe that would be fafe ha:ve need to be fufpicious. 
Vet, I •. 

Thofe that would be kept from harm, mull: keep out of 
harm's way. ver. 2. _ 

Wavering faith and wavering rcfolutions, give great ad­
vantage to the tempter. ver. 3. 

N9 condition will of itfelf bring contentment, unlefs 
the mind be brought to it. ver. 4. • 

Satan may tempt, but he cannot force. ver. 6. 
The way of fin is down hill. ver, 6. 
Sin is a brat that nobody is willing to·own. ver. 12. . 
The devil's inftruments mufi fhare· in the devil's puni01-

ments. 'Ver. 14. 
God will humble thofe that will not humble themfelves. 

ver. 15. 

3
1
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For the Gene,·a/ Baptifl Mag11zin~. 

S C R A P VIII. 

On AcTs xvii. 28 , 29. 
'' For in hi,n we live, and move, and have our beino- ~ a9 

ce•tain alfo of your own poets have faid For w
0
e ar~ 

a1fo his off•rnng. For as much then ~s we are th~ 
offspring . of Gori, we ought not t~ think that the 
G0dhead 1s like unto gold, or lilver Qr fione graven by 
art and man's devices," ' ' 

P_AUL, having hinted at the univerfal providence of 
Go.:J1 ~er. 26. and the encouragement mankind have to 
fee,,; h11n, ver. 27th, here declares, That we both live and 
move, and have our very exifience in, and from this God. 
And the more to enforce this confi<faration on their minds, 
he declares the idea is not nt>w: for this dotl:rine had been 
previoufly mentioned by their authors, and allowed and ag­
proved by thernfelves. As Aratus a poet of Cilicia, who 
Jived near three hundred years before Paµl's day, , thus 
fang, "For ~e his offspring are." Alfo in Clea.pthe's fow 
hymn to Jupiter, on the f4pr~me God, we have tqe fame 
grand ,dea. ' 

Let us here reflecl: on the original dignity of huma11 
nature; the produce, yea, the offspring, of Deity, and how 
dreadful mull: that fin be which has fo defaced the divine 
image in man, and fo awfully allied him to the powers of 
darknefs. Yet, oh, my foul, may every Reader fay, how 
glorious is that grace which Paul preached, that, when 
enjoyed, makes us partakers qf the divine nature ( as Peter 
alfo faith, fecond .Epiil:le, i. 4.) and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghofi-. Titus iii. 5. 

Paul further reafons with them ;-now as this is the cafe, 
that we ourfel vcs, are the offspring of God, and in our moft 
pure and pafecl: il:ate only hi& image, we ought never to 
indulge the abfurd and foo]i{h idea, that r,eal Godhead can 
be reprefented by mur matter; (which matter mufi of necef­
firy be fo inferior to ourfelves, who are fpirit as well as 
mattn) however excellent that matter may in ,itfelf' be, 
.i.nd. however dexteroully the inventive fkill, and trans­
forming tool of the artift, may hav~ been employed u~on 
it. • 'Ti, abfurd, 'ris extravagant, 'us monfirous, to think 
thefe ·baubles can he reprefentatives of Deity! But where 
will not depraved man wander when he forfakes his God! ! 

• May 
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May every reader ferioufly conlider, that what Paul here 
faith of hirnfelf, and of the Athenians, may be fa1d of us, 
viz. " That it is in this God that we live, and move, and 
have our being." Our food is from him, the air we breathe 
is from him, and ifhe withold it we die. All this we admit, 
but can we fay it is to God that we live alfo? If not, what 
ingratitude are we guilty of?-In him we move, our motions, 
our acl:ions, our journies, our labours, are all in, and at the 
controul of this God. Oh how kind, how good, he don't cut 
:lhort our journies of rebellion; but preferves us in life, and. 
within the found of the gofpel too. -And when we -move in 
his fervice, he_ gives grace to help here below, and will 
crown that grace·wi_th proportionate glory in the world above. 

In a word, ciur very exifrence is in this God, and our all . 
from him. 

Oh that all the readers of thefe lines may fo contrafl: the 
glories of chri!l:ianity, with the blin@nefs and abominations of 
idolatry, as to feel the power of the gofpel; and to have their 
hearts and lives conformable to it, to the glory of God, and 
the fpreading of the dear Redeemer's caufe in this world. 
And may the bleffing of God Almighty fo attend the General 
Baptifl: • Magazine under your management, as to make it 
conducive to this, and many other valuable purpofes to man­
],_cind ! This is the prayer, 

Oear· Sir, . 
Of your's afFeaionately, 

-.Aug. u, 1800. SMATTERER. 

'lo the 4dit9r of the General Baptifl Magazine. 

REV, SIR, 
THOSE contraditl:ions which feem to exill: between the 

oppofite texts,_ you~ correfpondent, roung Enquirer, has 
clalfed together, requefling a folution of the difficulty that 
appears in them, when fo taken. I fuppofe the diffi­
culty arifes f1 om his under/landing the terms gifts and calling 
Rom. xi. as applying to certain panicular perfons indivi­
ilually confidered, namely, fµch as are faid to be "called, 
with an huly callint''-" called out of darknefs," &c. and 
that by gifts is111cant the gift of divine pardon, and it's con­
comitant ones, by his having anneX~'d A8s ii . .38. But 
though thofe phrales- amouut to 1uch a meaning in many parts 
of fcripture, yet that they mufi be interpreted in a di!linll 
znd different fenfe in the firft cited text, is evident from the 

conn.:xion 
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connexion and whole of the ch;;pter• wherein the aponle is 
c:li(cou1 fing of God's reje8i0n of the Jews and choice of the 
Gen tiles, together with his purpofes to elfc8 again tho 
re!l:oration of the former, as a nation, by virtue of what is 
fummarily contain1::d in the promife made to Abraham, anll 
the rell of the patriarchs. Hence Paul fays, ver. 28. as 
touching the eleaion, they are beloved for the Father's 
fake.-lt is fuppofed by fame, and pr_ophefy feems to favour 
fuch an opinion, that the converfion of lfrael {hall be at .. 
tended with their fettlement again in that land of which Je­
ho,·ah faid to their great progenitor, and hi9 immediate 
offspring, " I will give it you."-" God gave it to Abraharri 
by promife," which was joined with the .ea/ling of him and 
them. This may be fufficiently explicative of the gifts and 
calling of God, being without repentance. However, if 
your ~erifl- reve1 fe the words as follows, fl:ill remembering 
them as fpoken of the fame people, he will have a clue at 
once for underfl-anding them. For '' the gifts and calling 
are without repentance of God." for as onefaid, in refpect 
of the divine declarations, to thefe v·ery defcendants of 
Ifrael, "God is not a man that he 1hould lie, nor the fon of 
man that he !hould repent." A truth which will ever hold 
good in its mofl: exten!ive latitude. Thus I have endea .. 
voured to make plain what this Youth very properly calls the 
fuming contradicl:ions he has brought forward, prefuming that 
the grand difficulty being removed, the latter fcripture muft 
appear too plain to m:ed any explanation. If this fhou]d give 
!a.tisfacl:ion to a Young Enquirer, whom I am pleafed to find 
( from fuch a fignature, in a day of abounding inhdelity) en­
deavouring to get himfelf efiablifi1ed in the uniform trwth of 
revelation. I hope, while the General Baptifi: Magazine is 
acceffible for fuch a purpofe, he will propofe any further 
queftion that may arift from his reading the facred volume, 
for the employment of fame more able correfpondent ,than 

Sir, your's, 
Chatham, Sept. 12, 1800. A. C. T, 

To the Editor of the General Boptijl" Magazin~. 

S1il, . 
t-t'~~.owing lines were occafioncd by the fight ofa perfon 

in th • . fituation of which they are defcriptive. If you 
think t em worthy a place in your Monthly, Publication, 
they are at your fervice, 

THINK 



CORlttSPONDENCI; 

TfUNK, 0 my foul ! what anguilh and de(pair 
O'erwhelm the harden'd wretch, when death is fent 
To fc;ize his guilty foul, :and hurl her down, 
To dwell with ghofls infernal, :and in flames! 
What language can exprefs the gnawing pain 
fiis mind endures, while fl:ruggling with the pangs 
Of nature's dread ? The raging fever burns : 
With.ardent cries, he begs the cooling draught, 
And hallily drinks deep! But all in vain. 
O'erwhelm'd ~ith gri7f, the indulgent parents fly 
To fnatch their offspring from the hands of death·: 
Their wounded fouls recoil at fuch a fcene, 
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And floods of tears rulh down their grief worn cheeks. 
J ncelfant are their calls for help-but ah ! 
The king of terrors had too clofely grafp'd . 
The trembling rebel ; had too deeply plung'd 
His deadly lhaft fafl: in his guilty foul. 
0 fave ! 0 fave me from the monfl:er death! 
( He begs with anguilh, fparkling in his eyes,) 
0 fnatch me from the frowning Judge fupteme ! 
Methinks I fee che horrid, livid flames, 
Belching tre1nendous from the yawning gulph, 
And hellilh fiends, with th\!ir terrific forms 
And quel threats, infult my wretched foul! 
While fatan {hives to pulh me headlong down 
To hell's keen torments, wrapt in black defpair r 
" 0 kindly fave me from the burning gulph !" 
Here quick as lightning flew the unerring fuaft, 
Which fl:ruck the centre of his throbbing heart, 
And infrantly let loofe his guilty foul. 
N o_w, now lhe feels the bitter fling of fin; 
A flighted gofpel gives her keener pain, 
A time there was, lhe heard the Saviour cry, 
"Come unto me, and 1 will give you refr." 
B111t now the die is caH. No longer found 
The joyful tidings of endearing love. 
Not the fierce flames of Etna could create 
Such dreadful anguiili, as file now endures, 
Beneath the frowns of her offended Judge. 
Sinners prepare to mertthe Judge fupreme. 
Walh your vile fins away in }:fu•s blood. 
Chrifi kind) y calls, his charming accents hear, 
And thu; the awful torments of the damn'a. 

T 
.;---. 
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'i's the Edit,r of the General Baptifl Mt1ga-zf ne. 
SIR, 

In reading Lardner's Credibility of the Gofpel Hifiory, (part 
ii. vol. 1.) a reader of your Mifcellany was highly en~ 
tertainc:d with the accounts which are there given of fomc 
of the primitive profclfors of gofpel truth ; their writings, 
their quotations from, and allufions to, the New Tefia.. 
ment; their inflexible adherence to the dothines of the 
gofpel, and the fortitude of fome of them under the mofl: 
excruciating fuff"ering, which tyrants could inflict: As the 
accounts were in(hull:ive to him, he ·has tranfmitted thefe 
Fragments of Biography to you; which are chrefly extracts 
from the above work, tbinking that they may be- infiru8ive 
to others, as well·as acceptable to the Editor of the General 
Baptifl Magazine, 

MINIMUS. 

FRAGMEN'TS OF BIOGRAPHY. 

FRAGMENT I. OF BARNABAS. 

BARNABAS was a Levite, of th~ c0untry of Cyprus, an 
ifland in the Mediterranean, fituated between Cilicia and 
Syria. He was furnamed B.arnabas, or the Son of Confola. 
tion, by the apofiles; perhaps on account of the ferenity of 
his mind, or the ability he polfelfed to adminifier comfort to 
the people of God. He was a man of fome land efl:ate; and 
who, we are informed, All:s iv. 37. fold it, and brought the 
money,_and laid it at the,:..poil:!es feet. Some of the ancients 
have fuppofed J.iim to be one of Chrifl:'s feventy difciples. It 
is fuppofed alfo he was brought up with Paul at the feet of 
Gamaliel. And when that apofr!e came tu Jerufalem, three 
years after his_ converfion, Barnabas introduced him to the 
other apofiles, Acl:s ix. 26, 2 7. The church at J erufalem 
havin~ been informed of the progrefs of the gofpel at Antioch, 
fent Barnabas thither, who beheld, with great joy, the won• 
ders of the grace of God ; and exhorted the converts, that 
with purpofe of heart they would cleave to the Lord. Af­
terwards he became a companion with Paul in his travel;, 
and a willing fcrvallt of the churches of Chrifl:: but Paul 
and he, difagreeing concerning Mark, feparated from each 
other : Paul gorng toward Alia, and Barnabas and Mark to 
Cyprus. • 

There is extant, at this time, an 
naba,, that confifis oflwo parts, 

cpiflle afcribed to Bar• 
he fir!l part is an exhor• 

tation 
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tatiort dr argument to confiancy in the belief and profeffion of 
the docl:rines of Chrifi. The feco11d contains moral in­
ftruclions, This' epifile abounds in figurative explication~ of 
\'arious palfag~s of fcripture, in allegory and allulion; and is 
quoted by many of the ancients, 

There is ;:ilfo a (purious gofpel, in the po/feffion of the 
Turks; entitled; The Gof pel of B~rnabas; but the abfurdi­
ties it contains are fo glaring and fo nu:nerous, that it is 
generally fuppofed to be a counterfE:it. It is faid th;.t Barnabas 
was fioned t_o death at Salamis, a town in the eafiern end of 
the ille of Cyprus; and that his body was difcovered in this 
illand in the reign of the emperor Zeno ; that his body v.ras 
found in his grave, and on his breafl: the gofpd of Matthew, 
wtitten in Greek, with his own hand, about A. D. 488. 
But this is very uncertain. 

For a more circumfiantial <let.ail of Barnabas' hifiory; fee 
Lard. Cred. p, ii. vol. i. chap. i .. pag. ~4-47 and Kippis's 
edit. of Lard. Cred. vol. 2. chap. i. pag. II--22.-Calmet 
Diel:. of Bible, under the word Barnabas~ and A8s, thap, 
ii. 15. 

FRAGMENT Ii, Ot CLEMENT. 

CLEMENT was an early profelfor of the 'truth of the 
gofpel; and is fuppofed to have been converted by the 
apofiles. 

The apofl:le Paul makes particular and honourable mention 
of him;. Phil. iv. 3. " I intreat thee, true yoke-f llciw, help 
thofe women, which laboured with me in the g,,f1iel, with 
Clement alfo, and with other my fellow labourers; whofe 
names are in the book of life." 

After the deceafe of the apofiles (Peter and Paul) Clement 
had the paftoral care of the church at Rome, but concerning 
the exacl: time the aneienis are not agreed. Some fay Clement 
was ordained by the apofile Peter, Others afferr, that as the 
apoftles Peter and Paul could not be continually at Rome, 
but mage frequent journies to othL r places, b,caufc it was 
not proper that Rome fhould be without a bilhop, they 
efl:ablilhed Linus, • Anacletus, and Clement, to fupply in 
their abL:nce. Others are of opinion, t~at CJe.rn:nt was the 
third in fucceffion after the apu1l:les; and fay, Linus was 
ordained by Peter, Anacletus by Linus, and Cleme11t by 
Anacletus, But Epiphanius, who, in fome refpects, agrees 

V 01.. III. 3 H with 
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with aH the afore-mentioned opinioni, fays, that after Cle~ 
ment had been made bi!hop of Rome by Peter, he refufed to 
exercife the office, till the death of Linus and Anacletus ; and 
the editor of Calmet's Ditlionary of the Bible, now pub­
lilhing, fays, this is the mofl: generally received opinion. . 

\V hen Clement was bifhop of the church at Ro01e, he 
wrote a long and excellent epifile to the church at Corinth, to 
conipofe fome dilfentions which were amongfl:. them as a 
people. In this epifile he exprefsly mentions the epifiles 
which the apofllc Paul had written to th~m; and advifes them 
to an attentive perufal of it. 

I would only further obferve, tl1at Come had fu ppofed 
Clement to have been of the family of the Crefars; and to 
have Coffered martyrdc:im. But both thefe fuppofitions feem 
to be originally owing to the confounding of him with 
Flavius Clemens, the conful: who was a near relation of 
D~mitian, and was alfo put to death by him for chrifiianity. 
That Clement was n0 martyr is generally believed from.the 
filence of lren.eus, Tertullian, Eufebius, and others; who 
could not have omitted this had it been authentic. 

FRAGMENT III. OF HERMAS. 

LITTLE can be f,.id, biographically, concerning Hermas, 
Some authors rank him among the feventy difciples; and 
add, chat he was, pa:fl:or of the church at Philippi, in Mace. 
donia, or Philippopolis, in Thrace. The apofile Paul makes 
mention of this man, Rom. xvi. 1,4.. "Salut.e Afyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermas, Petrobas, Hermes, and the brethren 
which are with them." _ 

• There is a work now e~tant, called "The Shepherd of 
Hermas," which is generally believed to have been written 
by this man. This work confifis of three .books. 1n the 
fidl are four vifions, in the fecond, twelve commands, in the 
third, ten fimilitudes. It appears, from feveral pa{fages in 
it, to bave been written previous to fame perfecution; gene­
rally fuppofed, the perfccution of Domitian. And it is faid, 
Domitia11 's intention, agairifi the church, was reve.iled unto 
Hermz.s; and he was ordered t(;) inform Clement, bifhop of 
Rome, that he might communicate it .to the churches, and 
exhort them to provide againft the ftorm. 

FRAG. 
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FRAGMENT IV. OF IGNATIUS. 

tGNATlUS was bi!hop of Antioch, in Syria, the _latter 
part of the fidl, and the beginning of the fecond century. 
S~me c.ill him Theopheros, and fay, that he was the child 
whom oijr Lord took in his arms, and fet in the midfl: of his 
difciples, ~s an emhlem_ of htimility, ~at. xvii_i. 2-$· 
But for this fiory there 1s no foundation 1n the earl1efi: antl-

lJuity: - , • • . 
lt 1s fuppofed by Come writers of ant1q111ty, that Ignatius 

y,ras ordain'ed by tlie, apofl:le Peter, and that he was c_0-paflor 
with_Euodius, one having the overfight of the J ewdh, and 
the other of the Gentile converts ; and that, ai the deceafe of 
Euodius, they all came under 'the care of lgnatiµs. While 
others affirm, that Euodius was the fidl bi{hop of Antioch, 
and that Ignatius fucceeded him. 

In the. perfecution under Trajan, emperor of Rome, Igna­
tius was cond~mned to die, for the teftimony he bore to 
Chri!l; and he was fent from Syria to Roq1e to be devoured 
by wild beafis. 

Making his journey through Alia, under a fi:rong guard, 
he confirmed the churches in every city by his difcourfe's, and 
cfpecially cautioned them againfl- the herefies then fpringing 
up, and gaining ground; and exhorted them to adher~ to the 
tradition of the apollles. And for their greater fecurity, he 
alfo put down his in[lrucl:ions in writing_. • Therefore when he; 
came to Smyrna, ht, wrote an epifi:le to the church at E;phe­
fus, another to the ,church in Magnefia, upoq the river 
Meander ; . another to the churs;h. at Trallium, and another to 
the church at Rome, Thcfe epi(Hes he wrote from Smyrna. 
Afterwards, removing from Smyrna, he wrote to the Phila­
delphians from Troas, and to the ~hurch at Smyrna, and to 
Polycarp, their miniHer. 

Thefe feve11 epillles were written afte,r he was. condemned, 
and they are now ex,tant in Greek, and in an ancient Latin 
verlion.· 

There are other works to which is affixed the name of 
Ignatius, ~ut they a~e generally rejecl:ed as fpurious. 

~hus d_1ed Igt1at1us, a~ the· command of a cruel tyrant, 
feal1ng the truth he had preached with blood, and leaving hi~ 
fiork an example, if 1·equired, to follow him. • 

(To he ,ontinued.] 

I OBSER • • 
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OBSERVATION . .; ON CLIMACTERICAL YEARS, 

[ Extract frora a Letter tn ~ Friend. ] 

~, WERE I to enter on a full difcullion of Climalteric:il 
Years, , fhould write a long differcation ; and it is not eafy 
tn i-'.ive a complete idea 0, them in a f.::w word~. This 
is certain, t ,at the human b idy is fubjecl: to periodical 
c 1a 1g~~ in ,dmofi every thi'qg that relates to it, A regular 
fcv· r, 1f und lturhed hy the officious hand of man, will ob­
fe ve it's rcgulJr peri0ds, of Lve11, fourteen, or twenty-om: 
da1·s, o.i each of w:iich fame remarka°ble chaqge will take 
place for bett:-r or worfe. The Cli macl:erical Years are 
like\¥,fe , ecko11ed by fe. ens, as feven, fourteen, twenty-,,one, 
&c. and that in the alcer:t of life to the aeme, 'thefe period~ 
m,1y b.· confider.~ ~s f0 ma ,y landing-places, at which the 
body acquires certain powers which it had qot before ac.,. 
quired. T iat i11 the decline of life we dcfcend by the fame 
fcalc, futf· ing fo'lle conliJerable dimunition at each of rhefe 
fucc~edi11g peri.)ds. But here -w,e fpeak. of the common 
courfe cJf 1~a,ure; not interruptc:d by vicious ·habits,. by 
accide.its, nor by difeafe from external caufes. The ancients 
mad·" ul'e nf the: number feven, as an i'n<lication of perfec­
t:ion ; hence wh '.n the: iJoets' wou!d cj"fcribe a man as perp 
fecl:lv happy, th:y faic! Q .I terque quaterq~e heatus; that is~ 
0 ! both three and four times happy, which is feven times, 
or perfedly happy.-As an mdicat1on of perfec.lion the 
pu nber feven is fq netimes, perhaps, ufed iq th!e Old Tef-;­
tamenr.-Pythag rous, and rnofi of ~he ancient Philofophers, 
fupp ,fed, ·hat 2 divine; myllery was concealed u'nder the num­
ber feven. Nay, thl:y went farther, and foP,pofed that this 
nu-i,ber had a divine energy a,1d infh,1ence on the operations 
of nature .• This the modems deny. '1t is, however, ftogular» 
that Gud himUf has put fa lhong a mark on the nitmber 
fcvc:n. ~• Anci' God bldI'ed the feventh d2)l." Hence the 
we~,( cnnh1fs ,.f feven days, &c. &c. &c . ....:.lf any one, whq 
b:: :cv"s the Bible, will take Cruden's Concordance into his 
hands, a!1d carefuliy • c:onltder all th~ applJcations of the nu~­
b,r leven, and it's or~in ,I fav,mth, I will venture to fay,' he 
will lie very much furprized, on the fuµpqlition, th,1t there 
is no ·,1e,.u1ing in ~nat f!Uinber, nor <1ny re~fo.11 "".hy it lhould 
be ufed on IJlany ,,c:cal1i>m, rather than another. Bu·t what­
f!ver may be in thjs, we do not allow that the number feven 
has any influeni:e on the human body; it is only an Index 
pqinting o~t the periods, when, accordin,g to Sb~ laws of the 
' • ' • ' • ', • • fyfiell» 

' ' 
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{yllem, certain changes take place in the human Conflitu­
tion.-And I know no reafon why the grand Climaclerical 
Year, or fixty three, fhould be more dangerous than any of 
die preceding pi:riods, except this, that the body is commonly 
more debilitated at that time of life, and therefore lefs able to 
bear any confidcrable •change which may then take place." 

, . ]. w. 

• To the Editor of the General Bapti.Jl Magazine. 
DE~R SIR, • 

1
An infertion of the following awful narrative in your Maga­

zine may be ferviceable. I have received it from the lips 
of the minifter, whofe initials are put at the beginning of 
the circumfrance. AM1CUS. 
A FEW weeks fince the R~v. Mr .. F-y, of Difs, i11 

Norfolk, was called to adminifter the ordnance of chriftian 
baptifm in a river near Downham, in Norfolk; after the 
ordinance was adminiftered, Cevera! wicked men united tbem­
fel ves together, and, in a way of ridicule, faid, " Let us go 
and dip in Jordan.'' They went to the place, the ringleader> 
having u.ndreffed himfelf, jumped in; and, as he was jumping, 
he cried, " Here I go to be di;,t, and you'll all be damned 
if you don't follow me.'' With th,fe fpeeches he entered 
the water, and, awful to relate, he never came up any more. 
• " God fpeaketh once, yea twice, and man cegardeth it 
not." 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
,: . I • 

WE have received intelligence from Barton, that the 
clifpute between them and H- is now adjufied; and the 
JilartoQ people defire the wonhy arbitrators .to accept their 
united thanks for the clofe''and_ ca~di~ _attcntio~ w~ich they 
paid to the cafe, and for their Jud1c1ous arb1trat1on with 
r.efpecl to the proper_ty .. Matt. v. 9. 

On the 10th of Augufi, the General Baptifis meeting at 
Kegwo1 th aiid Difeworth, in Leicefiedhire, made a public 
collecl:ion for the fupport of the ACADEMY, of which the 
:J,lev, D. Taylor is Tutor. The fum-raifed was 41. 17s. 3i d. 

K. 
OBITUAR):" 
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OBITUARY. 

ON\Vcdne(day, Aug. 6, 1800, Mr. Charles Norton, 
miniller of the General Baptill: Church at Cauldwell, in tQ_e 
county of De~by, departed this life, after a long and painful 
:r.fR,tbon, which he bore with great chrift:ian patience and 
refignation. He has left a wife and fix fmall children to de. 
plore his lofs; as well as an affec\ionate people, \;Yho were 
ftrongly attached to him in the facred bQnds of chrittian 
fellowlhip. A ferman was· preached at his interment, Aug. 
the 9th, by Mr. Deacon, of Barton*, from Heh. vt 12. 

" That ye be not fiothful, but folla,wer~ of them, who 
through faith and patience, inherit th~ promifes."-At about 
feventeen years of age he gave proof of convedion, and 
joined the church foon after, At about twenty-five he was.called 
to preach, which was juft: on the death of our late minifler, Mr, 
J ofeph Burditt. At about twenty-eight he wa~ ordained over 
us as paftor, Sept. 16, I 788, and <;ontinued in that office 
near twelve years. lo a little ~ime after his ord,inat_ion, his 
:fight began to fail, and irr about four years he was quite 
dark. He was alfo much affiicled with violent pains in his 
head, wl,ich attended him al mofl: continually to his death, 
though not always to the fame degree. He was forely 
affi.ickd the !aft three months, excepting a few dllys about 
two months ago, when he preach::d his !aft fermon from Tit1.1s 
ii. 1 3 "Lr;ioking for that blelfed hope, a_nd the gloriou~ ap,; 
pcaring of the great God and our Saviour Jefus Chnfl:. 
Soon after he was taken very ill indeed-, and continuea fo till 
the day above mentioned, when he fell afieep ii:i, the a_rms o{' 
his beloved Savjour. • 

It was happy for him, yea, it was happy for us, that he; 
remembered his Creator in the days of his youth. It gave 
him opportunity to be well efiabli{hed in the truth, before his 
a.ffiicl:ions and darknefs came on; JNhereby he was much better 
prepared to receive ar.d to be;u_- t_hem .. It al~o fitted him for 
the importan: work of the m1mflry, Ill a high degree. For 
though he was deprived .of t~e common me~ns _of improve­
ment, yet he was fo feafoned w1_th grace, th_a~ his d1fcour~es _and 
converfation were very expenmental, fp1mual and ~d1fymg. 

• The church hu rcquelled Mr. D. to publifh die fcrmon in the General 
Baptill Maiazi.1e, 
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i-te was favoured with a happy temper, which being much 
improved by the grace of God, rendertd him truly exem­
plary. Few men, perhnps few minifl:ers, manifefl:ed fo much 
of the lamb-li,,.e fpirit of the Redeemer. He was truly a 
pattern of piety, p<1tic11ce and, humility, both in health and ia 
ficknefs. In all his afflictions, which were very great, com­
plicated, and of long continuance, he was never heard to 
fpeak one murmuring word. He would fay, " It is the Lord, 
let him Jo what feemeth him him good. l:fe is fo gracious, I 
dare not complain. Though I wal~ through the valley of 
the iliadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me, thy rod and thy ftaff, they comfort me. I will behold, 
thy face in righteoufnefs: I {hall be fatisfied when 1 awake 
with thy likenefs. • I iliall fee Jcfus as he is, foon; where 
there will be no clouds, nor darknefs, nor pain, nor feeble 
body; where every note will be in the higheit key, praifing 
the lamb that was flain, and has redeemed us to God by his 
blood." 

" See Salem's golden fei'res, 
In beauteous profpea rile ; 

And brighter crowns than mortals wear, 
Which fparkle through the lkies." 

He was very partial to the Barton Hymns~ and would often 
repeat one paffage or other out of them; particularly the fol­
lowing lines. 

" Though j ufl:ice frown:ng fiood, 
\Vith his tremendous look; ' 
And thund'red like a god, 1 
At ev'ry word he fpoke: 

I'd look to Chrifi in all my need; 
Jefus I know my caufe can plead, 

Jefus my precious friend, 
Has ilied his precious blood ; 
By precious faith l fiand, 
And fee my pre~ious God; 

, "Who fays I'm prtcious in his fight, 
Which gives my precious foul delight. 

Je1us, my foul's defire
1 

W-hom now by faith I fee; 
May l t>ach ci,ty acquire, 
6ul)limer viewi, of tllee; 

Till 
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Till I arife to realms of blifs, 
And fee my Saviour as he is:• 

Page 210. 

That at the 1i3d page was often on his lips; he {ddo111 
~roke bread at the ordinance without a reference to it. 

0 the precious blood of J efus, 
Who it's precioufnefs can tell ? 
Precious blood which fully frees us, 
From the yawning jaws of hell, &c. • 

We might refer to many more, but filall only mention th~ 
Poem on Patience, at page 306. 

"Celeftial patience! lovely maicH-, 
Come to my bofom, come ! 

How can I live without thy aid, 
So far from heav'n and home!' 

"Be my companion ev'ry day, 
Refrde along with me ; 

Come facred Patience, come away, 
For I have need of thee," -

The day before his death, he was taken very ill·; and had 
feveral violent fits of pain. One in particular, about fix in 
the evening. When he was a little recovered, he faid, '' I' 

• have. been thinking of the wor4s of the poet:-. 

" We are the poor, the blind, the lame, 
. And help was far, and death was nigh; 

But at the gofpel call we c.yne, 
And every want receiv'd fupply." 

He paufed and faid, "My dear friends, dying is the befi: 
of it."-Early, the next morning he was feized with another 
fit, and-fweetly fell alleep in Jefus. 

" Precious in the fight of the Lord, is the. death of his 
• faints." Pf. cxvi. 15. 

W. B. and J. N. 

It is hoped and defired that the churches in the Connection 
will remember the di{confolate widow, and her fix children. 
The cafe fpeaks f~r itfelf; and Jefus fpeaks loudly fur them: 
" lnafmuch as ye have done it u1no 9m: Q{ the leail of thefe­
ye ~ve done it unto me.': 

S. D. 
•-1-•· The: 
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*+* The funeral fermon for Mr. Norton, •t,y Mr. S. 
peacon, is come to hand; but too late for this Number. 
We intend to gratify our readers with it in the tw, next 
:Numbers of this Magazine. EDITOR. 

EARLY on Monday morning; July 21, 1800, died, in 
the 7 1ft year of hi_s age, Mr. Robert Bofworth, of Difeworch, 
in the county of Leicefl:er. He Jived in celibacy all his 
da..ys; but we hope he has been long married to the Lord J efus 
Chrift, as he had been more thaa forty years a very honoura­
ble member of the General Baptill: Church at Kegworth, 
filling up his place in the houfe of God, on all occafions, with 
that punctuality, which, alas ! is not no\.'{ very common ! • 

About fourteen years lince .he was called by this church ta 
fill the office of deacon in it, which .he did with great faith­
fulnefs and piijgence, till the harbinger of death arrefred him, 
,ind confined him to his houfe. 0~ that all in the fame 
·ftation, in e.very place~ would imitate his patient perfeverance 
in tbe difcharge of his duty! He was .fo eminent for this 
that it has been repeatedly faid, " None had any caufe to feel, 
anxLous about the di(patch of that bufinefs which was left in 
his hands, if it were in his .power to execute it.v He was 
"iavoured with confiderable property, and he had a heart 
to ufe it for the fuppori: and promotion of the caufe of his 
Redeemer. "He was given to hofpitality." His houfe in 
Difeworth was for many years a fort of inn• where many 
travellers to Mount Zion !Jav_e often· had their bodies re­
freibed with the good ihings of this life. Jn Jhort, he feemed 
ever ready to attend to any cafe which required pecuniary aid, 
and in his purfc:: was always found an amp:dhare of what was 
necdfary for it's relief. It is not fuppofed that he was en­
tirely without [pots; but the luftre of Come of his graces is yet 
.(o bright, that"they are almoft hid from our fight, His" memory 
is blelT'ed ;" .and the lofs of him will long be fdt in the church 
from which he is removed, if it do not pleafe th;: Great Head 
of it to raife up, or difpofe others to tread in his fteps. 

It may well be fuppofed that the life .of fuch an upright.: 
.man would have a peaceful end :-So it bad : His mental· 
,faculties had for fome years been on the d.!:cline; but in t!1e 

- month of January laH he had a {l:roke, which, in a great 
meafure, deprived him of the ufe of one fid..:. During th~ !aft 
m(!nths of his cqnfinement, the writer of this had frequent 
opportunities of vifiting him, and always found him ( except 
once) in a very coinpofed and religned ftate. He was not en­
nptured with holy joy, as fome eminent faints h:::ve been 

VoL~ lll· 3 I whe11 
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when near death; but always lhewed, that he had that folj~ 
peace, that thong confolation, that firm hope, which fteady 
faith in the complete Saviour can, alone, give in Cuch circuni­
flanc~s. The latl interview he had with him, was on the 
Monday befori:: he died; whe11 ~h~ ~011verfation turn~d prin­
cipally upon the long bodily affiicl:ions which Come faints have 
had to undergo in their patfage throµgh t~is world: H~ 
acknowledged the righteoufoefs of fuch 

1

difp~r.fations, and 
rejoiced at the thought of his own terminating in glory. He 
was viftted afterwards by a brother, who was ver"y intjmate 
with him, with whon't he l:onverfed freely about the ~/fairs of 
ibe church, and ihewed his readinefs for th~t great· cha'nge 
which was then {o near. • • • • • • • • • 

His remains were· interred in the Baptitl Burying-gr~!-lnq at 
Difeworth on the 23d inft. many aged faints being prefent, the 
words of our Lord to his difi:iples,' Luke xxi. 28. • were im:.. 
proved on the occafion. May every reade'r of ~re Gen~r;i.l 
Baptift Magazine feel caufe to li~t t1p his h~ad wit}t joy, in e~:­
peltation of an "exceeding great and· eternal ~eight qf 
Jlory," when the figns of his approaching diJTolµtio~ app·ear ~ 

REVIE"\JY 
!Jf 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 

A Letter to a Methodijl Preacher, on his Entrance_ into the Wor* 
'!f the Minijlry: containing Aduias im the following SubjeEls ,- ... 
~- The ~pirit in whick hefaonld perform his" Work. 2. Clioia 
ef Texts. 3. B~IJ,aviour in the Pulp_it. 4. Behaviour in hz's 
Circuit. 5. }Jehaviour in the Houfa where he lodges .•• 6. The 
Cultivation oJ his Mind. 7. M~mage, o._11d th~ Manag~mt~~ 
ef Childun. ~- The Prefirvatton of his Hwlth: Wzih a 
Poftcript in which the general CharaEler of tbe Preachers, and 
the Nat~re and Importance of the ffork in which diey are 
engaged, are brir.fty con.fidered. With an Appe1,1di;;, CO'fllair,~~g 
a few DireElions to the People, how they 7;tay pro.fit /J;y heo,ring 
the Word ef God preached, By ,Adam Cjark. 59 pager, 
Baynes, JS, , • • 

" STUDY to lhew thyfelf approved unto God, a work:­
man that necdcth not to be alhlimed, rightly dividing the 
-,,vord ohruth." 2 Ti?J. ii, 15. '~ Be ~hou a~ ex~mpl: ~ft~~ 
believers, in word, in converfat1on, in charity, 10 f pm~l !~ 
faith, in pwity.'~ 1 Tim. iv. 12. • • 
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The unufual length of this title-page, remlers it the lefs 
neceffary for us to fay much in reference to the :ontents and 
i;nethod of this valuable puhlication. It is particularly adapted 
to the ufo of a ''young mcthodifl: preacher;'' but all preachers 
and others, will ti,d ir worthy their attentive perufal. 
The Dijfufion of Divine 'J'ruth. A Sermon, pret1-rhed before The 

Religious Traa Society, on J,ord's Drzy, May 18, 1800, and 
publif!ud at their Requeft, By David Bogue. 4.7 pages. \,Vil­
liams, Stationers-Court. 
THE text of this fermon is Pfalm xliii. 3. " 0 fend out 

.thy light and thy truth." The pious and learned author of it, in 
his ufual warm and affeclionate manner, fucws, that by truth 
we are to undedl:and the doctrines of divine revelation-How 
fruth js to be ditfufed,-and why divine truth lhould be 
diffufed; on account of it's intrinlic excell~nce, it's fupe­
riority to other fciences,-it's defign, tendency, and efFetl:s. 
01J thefe he dilates in an infiructive, and an animated manner; 
and empl0ys more than half his time in general obfervations, 
and a fpirited addre(~ to his hearers; to excite their attention 
to'th~pr·incipal obietl: in his view," the circulation of religious 
i:racls, for the diff'ulion of divine truth." We humbly and 
cor.fi.~ently bope, that this valuable preacher, and thofe who 
are ·un~~d with h.im in the fame good delign, will never have 
rcafon to lament that they "have laboured in vain, and fpent 
their ftrengtk for nought." 
·Two Sermons, preached in London, by the Rev. William Nicol, and 
• the Rev. George Campbell Brodbelt. before che Proteflan t 

.Union; a Society, inflituted for the Relief and S11pport of the 
Widows and Orphans of Proteflant Mini/frrs in Great Britain, 
pf every Denomination, To which is added, a Lift of the Dona­
'tionr ti.nd Jubjcriptions of it's BenejaElors and Members, from it's 
(:ommencema1t. 36 pages. Chapman, Williams, Gd. 

The title of the former fermon is," The labourerworthy of 
his hire", The text, 1 Cor. ix. 11. " If we have fawn unto ·you 
fpiritual thirig,s, ·js' It a great thing if we !hall reap ynur carnal 
things." The title of the latter fermon, " Maintenance of mi­
nifters." The text, .Gal. vi. 6. " Let him that is taught 
in the word, communicate lo him that teacheth, iri all good 
things." Both the termons appear to be con!iderably abridged, 
The defign of both is to enforce that great duty which is fo 
11bundantly c(lablifhed both by reafon and tevelaLion, "the fup­
port ofminiller~, bythofeamong whom they labour." Wefhall 
only add, that though thefe fermons are not emi11er,tly dillin­
guilhed, either for accuracy of d:fcuffion, or cml:icllithments of 
~yle,_y~t. ?fther ~er_e con[cientioufly_read and redu~ed tn praU!ce, 
h_y m1n1flers and people, H would greatly conduce to the prolpe­
nty of ieli,ion1 and the honour of our blcffcd Redeemer. 

• SACRED 
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SACRED POETRY. 
<Jo t1't Edito,· ef tht G. D. ,M, 

11a, 
If the following fhort produllion of 

the mufe, be tlto1<ght admiflible in 
your monthly publication, it is at 
yolll' fenice. 

The COMMISSION. 

BEHOLD the Redeemer of men, 
Difplaying. his wondcrvus love, 

Dilpatching his heralds, and then, 
·JD glory afcendcd above. 

Sec how his compaffion e,opands1 

O'er fouls in a ruined eftatc; 
How wide the commiffion extends, 

With mercy fo rich and complcat. 
Go forth and proclaim to tho -world, 

,My glorious gofpel of p.eac• ; 
To every creature unfold, 

The tr~fures of pardoning grace. 
Then he ti:iat lha.11 hear ~d believe 

The meffagc you freely proclaim ; 
Remiffio11 of fins fhall receive, 

Th•ougb futb in Immanuel'• name. 

However by men you're dcfpis'd, 
The whole of your melf.ge declare; 

That finners renew'd and baptiz'd, 
Salvac;,,n fhall certainly thar!". 

Engage in this arduous tau.:, 
With zeal and uprightnefs of heart; 

Whatever affiftaacc you alk, 
My grace lhall moil: freely impart. 

And lo ! I will ever be ,near, 
To guard you in times of diftref, ; 

My prefence your fpirit lha!l chear­
y our labour., 1ha!l crown with fuccefi. 

Now !inners fincerely reftell:, 
When J efus again fha!l appear; 

You then /hall no I onger neg lelt, 
Hia meffage important to hear. 

But if you will venture to flight, 
His kindeft propofals of grace, 

Y c1t'll find him in veiled with might, 
To fpurn you remote from his fijce. 

O'erwhelm'd in ~onfalion you'll 
ftand, 

While horrors which cannot lie nam'd; 
You foon mull: receive at his han~, 

f1,1r fa,h he df.J;larei lhall be d~mn'J. 

P. s. 

On tl1e Pajfing .Bell. 
MARK, my gay friend, this folcmn 

toll 
Sreaks the departure of .a foul, 
'Tis gone! that's all! we: know not 

where 
Or how th' unbodicd foul docs fare ! 
In that myftcrious world none knows, 
But God alone, to whom it goes ; 
To whom departed_ fouls return, 
To take their doom, to fmile or mourn, 
Wife Heaven to render fearch .perple:<t• 
Has drawn betwi1<t this world and next, 
A dark impenetrable fereen,' 
All that's b~hind, is ,yet unfecn. 
We talk of Heaven, we talk of Hell, 
But what tpey mean, we ~anoot tell : 
Heaven is the realm where .angels,ar~; 
And Hell the gulph of black defpair t 
But what thofe awful words imply 1 

None of us knQw before we die. 
Whether, we ...:m or not, we mull: 
Take the fucceedirig world.on tr1.1ft. 
Perhaps tlais hour our friend,is well, 
Death ftrikes,the 0ext,•hc-~ries «:Fart. 

well; 
1 die ; " and for ought we can fee, 
Ceafes to· breathe at once, and be. 
Swift flies cbc foul, perhaps 'tis.gone, 
A nhoufand leagues beyqnd the fu~_I 
Or twice ten thoufand more, thrice tolil 
E're the forfaken.clay is cold. 
And yet who knows, that frieods we 

lov'd, . 
Though dead, may be fo far rcmciv'd j 
Only this veil of fle1h _between, 
Perhaps they-watch us though unfecn: 
Guardians to us,·perhaps they're near, • 
Conceal'd in vehicles of.air: 
And yet no notices they give, 
Nor tell us 1,ow or where they livu 
Tho' confcio11s w hilft with us below, 
How much.themfelves defir'd to know, 
As if bound up by folemn fate, 
To keep this fecret of their .!late. 
To tell their joys or griefs to none, 
That man might live by faith alone. 
Well, let my Sov'reign if He plea(e, 
Lock up Bis marvellous decrees, 
Why /hould I wi/h Him to reveal, 
What He's thought proper to conceal, 
It is enough that J believe,· • 
Heav'n's glories .\brighter, than I :eian 

conceive; . , 
That hew.po m~ta it his chief care, 
To knoW'ilim herl/~_lhall fe, lfo.n there, 

FINIS. 
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BIOGRAPHY .. 

-
MEMO.IRS OF THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCES OF MR, joti~ 

MUDOE1 WHO DE PAR TED THIS LIFE JAN. 6TH, 1779; 
IN THE 70TH TEAR. OF HIS AGE, SE.Ii: HIS FUNERAL 

UR.MON; l!IT.'.l"HE iliV, NOAH HILL, TEXT; ACTS XXI& 

16,-AN 01.D DISCIPl.E, 

THE late M'r. John Mudge hath been, for almoft: fotty years, 
an ornamental member of this church, He was chofena deacon 
when the church was under the paftotal care of my worthy 
predecetror the Rev. William Gordon; in which office he 
hath aded with exemplary zeal and faithflllnefs, and done 
much to endear him to many. Oh ! may the great Head of 
the church fill up the vacancies which death is making; with 
others of equal wifdom, piety, and zeal ! 

Our departed friend, by whofe death the once happy 
partner of his life-his dear c!-iildren-his acquaintance-this 
church-and I myfelf, have fu!l:ained fo great a lofs, was 
potfeffed of no very common lhare of genius, which he im­
proved by much reading, and by the converfation of the wife 
and good, which he ftudioufly fought. Some fmall things he 
publilhed; and amongfl: his papers there are pieces on very 
amportant fubjecls, which he f:ems, in fome part or other of 
his life, tg_havi: ddigned for the prefs. 

But there is nothi1_1g he difcovered more than the genius and 
fpirit of the gofpd. lam afraid that, in thefe times, there are 

V gl,. 111, 3 K. l).Ut 
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but few Ii ves lo full of tbouahtfulntfs, devotion, and pi~ty as 
bis was., 

His ,,,rents belonged to the e!l:ablilhed c' urch, and there 
heatte1idedintheearlypart of his life. On his ,d,iffion 
into this cbuch, h~ put into the hands of the late Rev. ·Dri 
Jennings his re<1io11s for his feparation. 

When the fidl: deep and f~rious· irnpreffions were made 
up, n him, does n_ot }1ppear; ~ut in !hofe papers which he 
•~titles, <~ An Attount of thl! Dtlllin~ ofGi'id, in the way of 
his Providence and Graef', towards the unworthietl: of his 
Servants,'' which was begun on his birth-day, when he was 
thirty years of age, there is that knowledge of divine truth­
that deep fenfe of divine things-and that .experience in the 
ways of God and religion difcovered, as fTiakes. it exceedingly 
probable that he was brought early to God, and therefore 
eminently, an old Difciple. ' 

The annual return of Ms bitth-day was atteneed with 
dofe fdf examination, gratitude to God, and renewed acts 
of felf-de<lication. The clofe of <:me ye~r. and the beginning ' 
of another, were feafons ernployea by him the···fa1ne-·way;. 
The return of other days was not fuffered . to p:afs 
without fuitable r_eflecl:ions_ on thofe. events,- bY: which 
they were difringuiili.ed. God's providentiat dt:alings viith 
the nation at large-with thofe who-were witnin the cittle of' 
his acquaintance-and more efpeciaHy with hiinfelf were eyed 
by him with the greatefi: attention, and with an heart-felt 
concern that he miaht undedl:and their voice, fall in with 
the defigns of God i~ them, and be infiruc\ef! ar'ld ptofired by 
them. The fabbaths of our departed friend were days. dif .. 
tinguilhed for recollecrion-felf converfe-holy meditation..::... 
ar.d great devotion. • l fear the:re are, in thefe times, 'hut few 
inftances of that aB.i·ve hearing-of that pains-faking when ill 
the houfe of God, that great good might be ,gained b.y at­
tendance-and of that concern to bring a ferious, tender 
and devout frame of foul; of which he was a very in1lrucl:ivc 
~rnd {lriking example. He lived not only under the con­
viclion of the f<!cred nature and unfpeakable va_lue of Ubbaths, 
but of the vafi: importance of a conftant and habitual_ fcnfe .of 
divine things upon his foul. How his common time was 
fpent--wh.t re1i!h for divine things remained up~n his •foul 
from fabbath to fabbath--:--wert the matter of his frequent 
and clofe examination. He feerns, through life, to have 
.. ~ed und..:r the ·recolleclion of i:hofe mo'ft folemn engage­
ments into which he, and four of hi's intimate friends, en­
tm:d with. God o'n the fifth of January, 1741, Qn which . . . . . dry 
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day he thus writes: " This cvenin_g, after many preparatory 
m(etings, four of ,my moll: intimate friends, with myfelf, 
concluded our defign for beginning a11d carrying on a more 
intimate friemllhip in order to further our fpiritual and eter­
nal good. Do thou, 0 Lord, cement our hearts in love, 
and ll..!i-> us by thine holy fpirit to improve (uch opportunity. 
Make o.u, f, i~nd{hip permanent, and may we delig~t to tell 
each other what good thou doil daily beilow upon us.-­
The ju{tru.ll:ions for this purpofe were drawn up and figned 
by each of us with prayer to God for his bleffing, and with a 
folemnity bt~oming fuch an engagement, The facred ~oye­
nant into .which we e:1ter~d is as follows; 

" lnco~prehenlible, Almighty, and gracinus Lo_rd God7 

who fear~hefi: the hedrts, and trie(l: the reins of the children of 
men J Thou knoweft 01,1r Jincerity, and our thot1g ,ts are all 
unveiled to thee. We are furroundep .with. thine immenlity. 
Th,,u art a f-refent, though inviijble witnefs to the folemn 
afEiir in which we are now engagiui. We are taking hold 
of thy lhength that we may mak.e peace with thee, am! en­
termg into covenant. with th~e the Almighty _God. Thefs 
are, with r.efpe?l: to us, the, happy day.s kmg lince predicted, 
' when one th,dl fay, l am the iord's, and ;mo~her ih:\Jl 
'call him by the U~llJe of lfra,;:l, and aw,theJ {hal) fub{cribe 
' with his hand unto the Lord ; ai;id l will be their God, and 
' they Qlall be my Cons and daughters, f,iith the Lord }:ho­
e vah.' With moll: thankful fincerity we take hold on this 
covcnan,t as it 1.s more f1,1lly ma_nifefi:e<,i ,an~ e.)1:plained ii;t the 
gof pel by J~fus Chrift; and h1,1mbly .i.c:cepting thy propofals, 
we bind our/elves ro thee by a facred .and evi::rlafrir:ig obliga­
f;ion-.by a free and d.eliberat~ acti_on. We do here ratify 
our baptifmal engagern~nts with Fa~b~r, ~on, and J-loly 
Ghoil. We religioufly devote ourfelves to thy fervi~e, and 
entirely fubmit to thy conduct. We renounce the glories 
and vanities of this world, anathufe t_hee as our happinefs, 
our fupreme felicity, and everlailing portio,i. We .aiake no 
carti~le with thee, for any thin~ befides. Deny or give us 
what thou wilt, we would never repine whi!e our happinefs 
and priAcipal treafure is fecure. Tbis is our deliberate-our 
free---and fince-re determination, ~hieh, by thy grace, we 
will not retrall: till time fhall be no more. O, thou! by 
whofe power alone we a'.haH be able to ftand; put thy fear in:te> 
our hearts, ,that we may never dep~rt from thee. Let not 
the world, with ai'l it's (miles; nor death nor -hell with all 
their terroi-s, -force us to violate this facred vow. Oh! let 
i.lS never live to aba11don thee, nor draw that impious breath 

3 K. S that 
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that would deny thee.-A nd, now, 1:-t fun-oundin~ angels 
witnefs for us, that we do foleinnly devote all the powers 
and faculties of our fou)5 to thy fer vice; and when we pre­
fumptuoufly employ .iny of the advantages. thou haft given 
~s, to thy di!honour, let them teftify again{l: us, and let 
~ur own words condemn 115, Amen, even fo let it be. 

JOHN MUDGE." 

" Lord, I take this to \,e my own per(onal act and deed, 
Oh! let it be ratified in the court above, and my heart be 
for ever thine. M,.y each of my dear friends do the fame; 
and may this union nevi::r be diffolved, but be improving till 
it is compleat in glory. Amen, Hallelujah !" 

Some few months before his dilfolution, the!·e were more 
than ufual marks of a decay of nature; of which he feemc;d 
fomewhat fenfible, and failed not to behave, and exprefs him­
felf, as became one who had nothing to fear from death's ap­
pruach. The nature of his difordcr, whic;h greatly affected 
his underll:anding and his fpeech, during the fhort time of his 
confinement, di:prived his family and his friends of many 
infl:ru8ive, animating, and co11.fortable things he woul~, 
doubtlefs, have faid. His difmiffion was eafy and gentle; 
his God kindly exempting him from th;t.~ bodily pain wi~h 
w}l~1=h de"'th is c9mmo11ly attended. 

Rome Jceou,rt of th1 Exptrimm, and Meditt1ti0Hs, of this gJoJ 
Man, as written by himf1If; rfcommendtd IIJ the Attenlion 
and Imitation of y-ung Chrifiia'!s, who would wijh lo "gi'l.le 
thtir_ Hearts t, God, and I, he in hi~ fear all the Day long." 

L. Day, /\ug.-. --He writes thus. "I was this eyening 
propo(ed to Mr. Jennings's church. Lord, do thou make me 
a Jjving member of T,he ch1J1 i:;'1 pf Chritl-, that I may grow 
up into a divine likenefs to him, who is my head, even Jefus 
my Redeemer. l thin~ the provi<lenci; of God hath made my 
way plain ( with refpect: to my fepara~i~n from the e~;iblilh­
ment) before rny face. I have jong wa-ited there, hoping that 
God would revive his work-,-that Chri(l: and nis perfonal 
glories, as proohet, prie~ _and king, might again b~ exhi­
bited to tl,e ~a1th of chnfi:1;ps. I am very confident, that 
unlefs Chrifl: be thus ft:t forth, finners will not be awakened 
and converted, nor chrifl:ians h .. vc the proper food for their 
fouh, IgnoraJ}ce and biiotry abound,.a~d thefe are ~fual_ly 

the 



391 

the fpring whence corruption in doctrine, and immoralities 
in life do flow. In matters of religion, I hope I lhall call 
no m:an Maller upon earth, nor be led by any to think con­
trary to the facred oracles. The church hath but one He3'f. 
and that is Chrifi- -and the facred oracles are the onl1 
frandard of truth, to which all things of a religious nature are 
to be brought ; all doctrines tried ; a:ll our actions modelled 
and dit1ected; and by which l hope to be judged at the !al\ 
gre 1t ai1d awful day. Thou, 0 Lord, knowefr th.it herein 
feek not my own will but thine. By this rninifiry, thou h~ 
been pleafed to affect my foul at firfi with many ferious im 
preffions from time to time, and hail fince confirmed ano 
frreno-thened me i11 thy ways. By this, as an in!1rulT!ent, l 
fir{l 

0
drew my fpiritual breath, and by this alfo hath the 

divine life bee11 maintained. Bleffed be thy name that the 
found of falvation reached me any where i that the gofpel 
was proclaimed in my ears; and that I, who by nature was 
afar off, am brought nigh by the blood of Chrifi-. It is tc, 
thy free mercy I owe all I have, or am, and to thy name, (1> 
long as life remains, I'll give the glory. 

"July 27, 1739. This day ,s the annual return of the 
day of my birth, to be remembered by me with a mixture of 
joy and forrow. Thirty years of time are now rolled away. 
and but a' very few of them have b.:en devoted in obedience 
and thankfulncfs to God and Chril'.l-, to whofe providence an4 
~race I have been early indebted for the fupplies of the natura1 
and the fpiritual life. Lord, pardon the fins of my youth, ani 
the ingratitude of my riper years: wafh m~ in the blood of 
Jefus: create me anew: and let my future life be devoted tG 

thy f.:ar, to the concerns of an awful eternity, and the intere11: 
-'If mine immortal foul. GoJdnefs and mercy have followed 
me all my days, and I can trace Come footlleps of divine 
conducH,om e,ulj, life which, 1 tru!l, have made fome lafting 
impreffions on my inind, and ~iven me fome living hopes of 
God's future favour. A gloomy cloud lately hung over me: 
but God hath rolled it away. A divine hand remarkably 
appeared. I now fre that my heavenly Father defigned 
this, feemingly, crofs providence, for my more co,nfortablc 
fitua ion in '1fe, which l' have li11ce experienced. 

" Oh! how unrpcakable are thy mercies I How gre1c 
thy goodnefs to me, 0 my God! In numberle{s foeo, and 
unfeen d;mgers, haft thou been my SaviJur and Deliverer. 
Thou hall been a wall of fire round about me, and ha{t given 
the ftroniell aiforances that thou wilt he my everla{l:.ng glory. 
But, oh! how contracted is my ~ffcr~1ion to the.:. Lord, 
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draw out my heart iu holy breathino-s after thee; Be thou 
the fup_rcme ~elight of my heart. Give me a ~ongue tuned 
for d1v1ne pra1fe; and genJy touch the fprinus of mine affec­
tio11s, to love thes as thou hafr loved me. H~w widi: and ex­
tenlivc thy mercy ! How innumerable thy thoughts of love ! 
My da:ly war,ts have been fupplied by thee, and thy 
grace and mercy have da:ly rep:oved my dilhuft, My un­
grateful memo, y hath been ilow to retain, ai.d my foul fiill 
lefs than;...ful for the f~vour,; and mercies of my God. Np 
d .. y, no hour, no mmute, but hath been filled with the di­
vin.: benignity; and hath been a witnefs alfo of mine ingra­
titude. Al.is! what infenfibility go,'erns my heart; How 
,sreat'my guilt! Oh! cancel it by the blood of a crucified 
Redeemer; and let me from the very moment J make this 
omfc:tlion of my guilt, fet up a memorial to thy goodnefs, 
f.aithfolnefs, :and trLJth. 

"Blefs the Lord, 0 my foul,,.and all that is within me 
blefs his holy name. Let me exi!l: no lonier than I ado~e and 
love thee. • 

4' July 27, 1740, This is the return of the day of my 
birth, and 1 may truly fay, with much mo.re propriety than 
it was firll: faid, ' few and evil have the days ~f the years 9f 
~ my life bees! Oh! how many mercies have I receive4; 
-fpiritual lnd temporal; and yet, alas~ ho.w unprofitable havi:: 
l been. Lord, pardon my unfruitfulnefs, and enter not intQ 
judiment with me. Help me to live more to thine hono1,1r 
and glory this year, if thou art pleafed. to fpar• me, • i know 
thou art plenteoui in goodoefs. 

u Great is thy love and laric t~y graee 
Th.rough the :redemption of thy Son: 

0 turn my feet from finful ways,. 
And pardon what my hands ha\'e done, 

"'\\.,.ednefday, Dec. 31. The lall c;lay of another y~ar. 
If it were to be my lafi day, wh.lt an account cou-ld I give tB 

• my heavenly Father .of an improvernen~ anf':'l"enrble to t_hc 
<ime and talents given me? Enter not into Judgment with 
thy fervant, 0 Lord! My works have not been filled !Jp­
many empty fpaces are there in my time and duties­
too much fpiritual Doth and indolence..-too much lafil~ 
tude and wearinefi; in the performance of fecret duties, as 
well as thole which were more public. Much, very much, 
is amifs in my foul. Lord, rectify every diforder, I may 
truly fay with an holy man, who h.ad nqt f? much re,afon 
as I have, 'li:tle i:; gained fs.ir fllY f9w, .thQu&h much mer,y 
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hath been receiveJ: many talents not traded with aright.' It 
is the blood of Chri/1: mufi fet all fir.ii&ht between me ~nd my 
God. Lord, here 1 a~ply for pardon and grace. The bloo4 
0£ Jefus cleanfeth from aJJ fin: and here do l refl: my guilty. 
foul. 

'' Thurfday, Jan. 1. Oh ! how unfpeakable is the good .. 
nefs of God in /paring me to fee· the light of another day, 
and the beginning of another year, Oh ! that that life 
he hath been plealed to fpare may be devoted to his fear. 
Since thou, 0 Lord, h~{t not cut me down as a cumb~rer 
of thy ground, fpare me this year alfo, and dig about me 
and dung me, that I may bring forth much fruit, If I 
am one of thy children, planted in thy houk, I fuall grow 
and thrive. 
• '' This new year's day is, ltruf1., the befi- I ever faw. My 

heart is filled wi eh lov~ to God and thank fulnefs to my dear 
:Redeemer. Moil: heartily do I renew the folemn dedication 
of myfelfto him which I ·have often made in the fecret retire­
~Jent of my foul; .and jf I have ever done it as I ought, 
Lord, I defire now to do it. Help me by thy grace to make 
a furrender of my foul, my all~ to thee,, in the bond of a11 

everla{bng covenant through the merits of a crucified 
S.iviour.- Give me. a new heart, new life, new love, new 
Joy, new vigour, new refolutions and rlefires, wholly aiming 
a.t thy-glory, mine own and others good; then it will be a 
~appy new year indeed: 

" Lord's Day, March r5. This is called by the church 
Paffi~n Sunday: but, alas! how little of the Redeemer's 
farrows is felt by many who pretend to honour this time. 
Lord, may !experience every week to be a kind of Pailion 
'\Neek in mourni,;ig over my fins that nailed thee to the crofs. 
Oh f that my foul ,ii'ay be really affell:ed with the benefits of 
thydcath and pallion. 
• "Friday, May J. The p1eafant time of the year, when 
all things look fair and f101;1rit1:1ing. Oh ! . that it were fo 
with my foul. Lord, mike it like• a watere-d garden, that 
fruits of grace m,iy appear to myf.·lf and 0d1ers: then I fnall 
~e as one planted in the houfc: of the Lord, and 'bring forth 
fruit in old ag~, to ibew that the Lord is good and jull.' 
\II/ ent to Stepney, to hear the Rev. Ml'. H--<l. Ht: 
preached upon. thefe words, 'Thy own Fri·end, .am! thy 
Father's Friend, for fake thou not.' Lord, I hope thou art 
my Parents' God. They gave me up to thee. Oh! that 
~1either of us.may forJake thee! -
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u The 26th o( December, 1739. Began the (roC!:; a 
time much to be remembered. The G9d of Nature <lifplaycd 
his almighty power, that men might fear before him, He 
fpeaks, and all nature obeys. He bids the glorious luminary 
of heaven cut fuort it's appointed race; anel, lo ! the che­
riChing influences thereof are gone: nature fmile~ no, more: 
the gloomy night of winter appears, and dreadful cold begins 
to ftize us; !hakes our tottering confiitutions; and freezes 
\IP our vital fpi1 its, The waters begin to glid~ but flowly 
aown their ufual channds, and fiiffcn as they p;,fs, till at 
length they congeal, and make one. ponderous mafs. T• 
what power lha!l this wonderous ch,.nge of nature be afcribed, 
but to the Omnipotent Jehovah, 'who holds the winds in his 
fifi:s, and c .. fieth forth his ice like morfels, and fcatterelh the 
boar-froll like alhes. 

"My fuue by nature bean, too near a refemblance to· this 
awful feafon; and may I not fay that frill I find too great an 
analogy? How cold is my heart! How lifelefs my foul, as if 
all her all:ive powers were frozen up, ana rendered incapable 
of1oving and adoring the Author of my Being, and the Foun­
tain of my Happinefs: Arife, thou Sun of Righteoufnefs, and 
fbine upon my foul-warm my heart with thy celefiial fire­
fhed abroad thy love in my foul-and melt mine icy heartt 
that it may be fufcaptible of divine impreffions. Let not the 
vital Bame be quite extinct. Pour in the oil of grace and 
holinefs, of joy and gladnefs: and add fiill more and more 
facred fuel to this divine fire, that it may engage mine heart 
more to thee, and draw out my warmeft affell:ions after thee; 
that it may enkindle fuch a flame of heavenly love in mt 
breafi as £hall be increafing to all eternity! -

" Great difirefs was very vifible among the poor through 
the inclemency of the feafon. • In what an abj~ct: ftate did 
they appear in almoft every ftreet !-Here we may obferve, 
bow God our heaven! y Father would infirud us to look t1> 
him for the fupply of every want: as alfo to fee and e:rcpe .. 
rience the true value of the c, ,mmon bleffings of h 1s providence • 
by the w .. nt of them. Uh t thar this may be the happy 
effect of the prefenc vititation. M.iny a mild and favourable 
wimcr hath run it's ufual round until It became common, and 
then was diliegarded: like the glorious fun that lheds it's 
light and life UjJOn us, whilft we are but little affee\ed with 
the bleffing. During: thi, fe.tfon, God was pfeafed to opcm 
the hearts of the rich to a gentrous fupply of the poor's 11.h 

ceffity. May God be glorifitd, and the- poor cnabkd t• 
~• trwy thwfwl !-How ~ra,iQws bach wy !leaYenly Father 
• baa 
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been to me ~ I have a competency of the bounties ofhis pro­
vidence: food to cat: raiment to cover me from the ~xtre.:. 
mity or the Lafo11: and fire tow ,r111 and cherith me. bld?ed 
be thy name, that good11efr, and •nercy have foll ,wed me all 
my dc1ys, Oh! that I may live to thy pr.1ife-be always ready 
to fpeak well of thy na•ne-and ,be concerned to pr.,rnotc thy 
glory; and when. I tle,:iart hence, with my )atefi b~eath, t() 

leave an honourable tefl:imony to the faithfulm:fs and goodnds 
of my God! 

" Tuefday, February 10. This day a particular ac­
quaintance· df mine was married I trufi: the parties were 
firll: married tci Chrill:. Oh! that they may have the bl·~f­
fing· of God• with them to make the manie_d fiate comfortable 
and happy! .· 

"L. D; July 26. I wag much difcompof:d _this even;ng, 
at the vefl:ry,. by the indifpofition oh. friend, who w;,s taken 
with a violent fit; which CJntinued near an haur a;1d a half. 
Lord, teach him, and me, to fee how frail our condifrrn is. 
Help us<' fo to number our dayc,· that we may app:y our' 
6 hearts unto wifdom.'--This d1forder of .body is a fit em­
ble111 of-a trou·bled co1ifcie;1cei {lung: with the wrath of God, 
under a feeling fonfe of tin and guilt, full of various agita­
tions ;rnd motions till Gc;id is pleafe<l to Chew mercy, and to 
apply the blood of Chrifi:j which alone can affwage it's grief 
and give it comfort • 

"_Monday, Aug. 3. God is bl:ffin9 me. day by day-with 
continued health and fi:rength; wh1lll many lie on heds of 
languifhing, and others ..re going d,,wn to the chambers of 
ihegrave. 0 Lord,. why am l f-p,1red; ~:iK~pt it he bc'caufe 
thou wilt be good to the mofl: unthankful .. nd u 1ho'y l Oh J 
let thy goodnefs lt"ad me daily to repentance:! Vitit,d one of 
rpy dear frie1 ,ds, who is ill of a fever. ' Lord, fpeak the 
word, and chy fervant {hall be. healed.' Let this vifitation be 
a means to wean his foul f, om the world and tin, and bripg 
him nJarer to Chrifl, to heaven, and glory. Amen, " • 

"Thurfd,1y. Vifired my dear friend again, whd~ il'nds 
i!icreafe~, ,.nd I ap rehend he will not recover. Lord, f ,are 
him, if it b.: tht will Reconcile us to this awful difpe;1!J­
tion, and may this b~ a means of fixing our fuuls mi:>rl: u,Jon 
the joys of the heavenly fi:ate and world! 

" ruefday, Aug. 11. \Vtnt to fee my friend Ed-...;..ds., 
but was not admitted, he being worie, Lord, I fear I fh :l 
not convetfe with l:i,n any II o(e on this tide eternitv. 011 ! 
that he m,iy have a fte ... fatl faith iu that Redeem~r who h.1th 
~egun tHe gJad work in his foul. Th,s will car; y hi•n 
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through the gloomy vale with comfort, and bring him fafcly­
into the joy of his Lord. 

u Thurfday. Vifited my dear friend again, whom I 
found upon the confines of the grave. He feemed {\:retching 
for immortality, and I found him, whiHl: he had the ufe of 
reafon, looking up to his Father God for that affifl:ance fuch 
an :awful moment required. My foul was much affected at 
the awful, yet charming, fight of a dying chrifl:ian. I 
could fcarce bear it, thou--rh joy was mingled with furrow. I 
thought I could have been content to have gone with him, 
if it had been the will of my heavenly Father: however, 1 
hope, when that time comes, his fµirit will congratulate 
mine on it's arrival on the heavenly lhore, where we fuall 
unitedly adore before the throne of God. About an hour er 
two after I left him, his foul took it's flight. 

" Farewell, dear foul, a lhort farewel, 
We fuall rejoice to meet above, 

In that bright world where pleafures dwelJ, 
And all our wcnk be praife and love. 

" Thus, for a while, I have loll a· good friend, a kind, 
;ip.d c):irifl:ian companion: but my lofs is his gain; for ' to 
' him to live was Chrift.' What is this life compared to that 
he now enjoys? Fulnefs of joy: never ending pleafures. 
His foul exults in the arms of Jefus, whofe love he delighted 
to think and fpe:.k of here. His faith now is changed for 
fight-his hope, for enjoyment---and his affections center in 
him who is an unchangeable and foul-fatisfying good.---By 
this awful providence, God bath feparated one of the few 
(with whom I moll: frequently converfe) from us. Who 
amongft us is to be the next he only knows. Lord, let this 

:teach us the great lelfon of watchfulnefs, that we may be 
ready whenever thou fualt fend the fummons. Help us fo tCJ 

Jive, that it may be no matter of uncertainty to us into which 
world we are to enter, and with whom we are to dwell for 
an eternity. 

"Monday, Augull: 17. On this evening my dear friend 
was buried. Little did I once think mine eyes would have 
beheld him fo foon an objecl: of mortality, and the food of 
worms. But herein my heavenly Father gives me a lelfon 
of infl:ru8ion, that the £1:rength of youth is no match for 
death, the king of terrors. Death, and the grave, are 
part of the curfe jullly pronounced on man for his fin 
again!l: God. But, blefba be God, the fling is taken ob~ 
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by Chrill-, and the grave is become a perfumed bed to all 
who live and die in him. The grave ihall not hold the 
a:lufi: of his people any longer than he pleafeth. At the 
morni 11g of the refurreclioo, fuall the fcattered particle~ 
be gathered together, and body and foul lball be for ever 
hapµy in the enjoyment of him who is their chief delight.' 
Thus does my heart rejoice in the plea11ng thought. o! 
meeting my dear friend, not only in the happy feparate 
fiate of fouls, but in perfection at the refurredion of the 
j u/1: In the mean time I now take mine awful leave, 
and fay, 

"I leave thee to thy re!l:: 
Dear foul enjoy thy God, 

Till we from barids of clay relcas'd 
Spring out, and climb the 11:arry road.) 

" Augu(l, I 739. Now being fettled in the fiation di­
vine goodnefs placed me, I have many pleafurable oppor­
tunities of re6ecling on the advantage of not having all 
my ti,ihe expended in the necefi'ary avocations of life, and 
in labouring for the meat which periilieth. God having 
liberally indulged me with many hours of happy freedom. 
How am I herein. favoured! Many better, much better, 
than myfe!f, Jabour hard the whole natural day and more 
to fup,.,ort their dying bodies. But if they iliould get 
nearer heaven, in a fuitable preparednefs, in one hour in 
a day than I do in fi'F, or feven, how will rhis upbraid 
mine inactivity and floth ! Should they be more zealous, 
more holy, more devout, and attain to greater knowledge 
in divine things---be more humble, more meek, more pa­
tient, and more refigned to their heavenly Father than 11 
with all the advantages I enjoy, it would be a great ag­
gravation of my guilt. Thele • hours w~re not gi.ven to 
me to forfeit upon the enjoyments, to {l:rut and wanton,. 
in the pride and nnity of life. No, l,ut m11ch on the 

'contrary: to make God and Chrill: the fupre,JJe obje8s of 
my love, my meditation and delight,----to lay out myfclf 
to advance the glory of Chrift's kingdom----to do the 
utmo!l: good I am capabll! of in my fia~ioJt--- .. to converfe 
much with heaven----to ennure myfelf to the fludy of 
the employments, and plt:afures of that {fate, that whe I I 
cqme to launch out of time into eternity, it may be no 
matter of uncertainty with me which ftate will be my por­
ii0n, and that ~ m.iy have an entrance admini1tcred •• at>un-

1 L :2. tlantl7 
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dantly into the heavenly world 1 f I do not employ m;v 
hours of leifure to fuch purpofes as thefe, the meanell crca .. 
turc: in all the creation of G,)d will have a11fwered the end 
of it's bein.r much better than {. Every fhrimp and oyfler, 
:rnd every gi·ain of corn will have filkd up it's plate in the 
rank of beings with more propriety than l fhall have done, 
O, my God ! teach me to m.ike a proper ufe of every moment 
of th, t time th u hall givrn me. Ma.,e 'my heart the feat of 
prayer .md holy medit.ition. E. en at this diflante I would be 
go111g off from ea th, ai-id learning the language of the upper 
world. Mytime,andall my talents a,ethine: ,nay they be de.,. 
voted to t:1ee ! My concern,,.ent ddeS nGt lie in the trilles of 
time a11d f,nfe, or in ea1th)y honours or f, irndfhips,'but in the 
cnjoyn•ent of chy f.,vour, which is better than life, and thy 
loving kmdnefs, wh,ch gives a fweetnefs to all enjoyments,--., 
I now again engage myfrlf to devote my time, my talents, rny 
foul, mine ail to thee, to whom thev are all du~. _ In thee is 
:all my joy; nor would l fell, nor exchange thy love, for' all 
the t•e;,fures of the l,1dian lhore. I appeal to thee, my 
God, who knowefl all things, that I defire none but thee. 
The mo'.l: endeared affection, without thee/ is empty of fob-
ftanti.J joy. -

" The foul can hold no more, for God i_s a!J, 
He only equals it's capacious grafp. 

<, Lo1d's day, Jan. n. Spent this day in religious e.l(er .. 
cifes in the clofet and in the houf:: of God. Lord, pardon the 
fin, of my moll holy duties. God hath been gracious to me 
this week, and kept me in a fl:eady dependance on himfelf. Oh 
_that 1 may grow in grace, and find much of his prefence th_e 
,week enfuing ! 
-- " Spent this day in religious exercifes-found my 

heart warmed with the love of God in the gofpel. Oh! that 
this day may add one cubit to my fpiritual flature; and that, 
whilfi: I am beholding in the glafs of the gofpel the glory of 
~he Lord, I may be changed from glory to glory, even as by 
the fpirit of the Lord. 

-.-. "Gad hath indulged me with another fabhath on 
earth. Oh! that it may train me up to keep an eternal fab­
bath in heaven! I liope I gained greater knowledge of God 
:and Chrifl, a,,d "reater power over my corruptions, this day, 
than ever. Lord, grant it may be fo ! May thy fpirit awaken 
me to a narrow ir,fpecl:ion into my own heart on the folemn 
C!lay of humiliation that is approaching, that I may fee my 
ijWJl guilt, anal be truly humbled under a fenfe of it. 

-"What 
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-" What a bleffing it is t() have the frequent returns of 

{abb~ths, to fet , he world at a d1fi:ance, while we go up to 
conv.:rfe with God! Lord, have l converfed in re~lity-or 
have 1 only f.incied that I have been w,th thee? Oh! that it 
may appear in mine afo:r condu8 with more plainnefs to 
rnyfelf i!.nd others ! 

- " Have had f,is fabbath many fcruples in my mind 
__ -have b:en reftrained from the overpow, ring cono·it of 
my own judgment-,rnd begged of G- ,d t,, giv~ direction. 
,Attended the duties of the day, but with much heavinefs. 
Lord, who is fufficient for thefe things? Let- thy grace be 
Juffici!!nt, &c. Humble me under a fenfe of my many in­
firmities and iliort-cumings in duty, and lead me to that 
blood that cleanfeth me from all fin. Amen. • 
_" This is the d,y which the Lord hath made; I wiU 

rejoice· and be glad therein. God hath given me a comfort­
able hope, through grace, this day, that I was buried with 
Chrifl: i11 his de,nh, and am rifen with him to newnefs of life. 
~ ! may I J Cet. my affelbons on thing_s -above, and not on 
things on the earth.' _ May I be dead (in a manner) to the 
world, but really dead to fin, and m.iy my life be hid with 
Ghrift, &t. 

_,__" Mine eyes have feen the return of another fabbath. 
Oh! that my heart was truly aff.:ctc;d with it! It is a privi­
lege and bleffin·g to draw near to God as a reconciled God 
and Father. -I trufl: I know what this means. Oh ! that I 
may not deceive myfdf in the judgment l form concerning 
my !late. I was much affecl:ed by the word preached 011 

both parts of the day. My foul hungered, and God was 
pleafed to refre{h me. 

:.__;_" I have, I truO-, foun~, th'fs day, joy :md peace in 
believing; but not fo muc;h as I could wtlh. My heart was 
not lively, nor carried out after Jefus with that fervour of 
de/ire which it ought. Oh! that 1 could fay by happy ex­
perience, ' He is to mt the chief aipong ten thoufand, &c.' 
Lord, I deli re it may be fo. 
_ -- "This fabbath bath been, in part, but a barren fab­
bath to my foul. One reafon, I apprehend was, I heard a 
fermon in the morning that had neither Chrifl, nor life, nor 
fpirit in it. I fear many fouls were like mine, worf~ than 
when they went in. Lord, I acknowledge my fault. A 
fpirit of curiofity led me there to hear a perfon dignified ia 
the chllrch. Therefore I gained nothing. Oh! rcvi.ve thy 
work in the eflablifhed church. The ha1 vefl there is great, 
but faithful l;ibourers , are but few.-Was inflrucl:ed and 

comforted 
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comforted· this afternoon by a truJ:y fcriptural fermon on thefe 
words,' In·whorn we have redemption through his blood, even 
~ the forgiv~nefs of !Ins.' Lord, help me to retain the fubfl:ancc 
thereof, and apply 1t to my foul ! 

- "Rcrfe this day refreOied with the comforts of the 
I.aft night's fupplications at the throne of grace. Attended 
to the frcret and public duties of the day, and found God 
was with me. Blefs the Lord, 0 my foul. . 
--" Mudtcornforted this day by the word and fpirit of 

God. The expiofition :and fermon were both applicable to my 
cafe: the one fetting forth the day of grace; the other the 
g?ories of the Redeemer, his office as the great Phyfician of 
fuels, and his readinefs to heal and fave us. 
-- " This hath been a day facred to divine love indeed. 

My heart hath been much with God in fetret and public 
41iuties. Oh how precious is Chrift to my fo.ul ! How hath 
his mrnifi:er dnplayed his love in difcourfing on that text; 
c I come not to call the righteous, but )inners to repentance.' 
1 find myfelf a finner, and the chief of them. 0, my 
Saviour! let thy goodnefs lead ine, and thy fpirit.incline me 
to repen~e-. . 
-- "Foun·d my heart little alrecl:ed with the ferm'on 

this morning. Indeed it was not fo fpiritual a difcourfe as 
I couM have wilhed-but I fear the greatefl: defecl: was in 
my corrupt hearr, the feed-plot of all that is bad. But, 
bk1fed be G.Jd, his word made it's entraAce with abundant 
fweetnefs the after part of this day. I found it became an 
mforminCT,. quickening, and comforting .word. Salvation 
was· the c°heme, and> I truil, through divine grace, will be the 
bleffed efft!lt. 

"Friday. My heart hath not heel'I with God and Chri"ft 
thefe two or three days fo much as [ could wi!h. Heard a 
fermon at St. M--y B --y church, )>.ut was little be­
rJ:Cfited,. be<;aufe Chrifi: was not d1fplayed in any refpec\: 
mat I remember. Lord, do thou teach, and I {hall know 
thee-d-raw me, and I !hall run after thee~quicken me that 
I may earl upon thy name, and find him whom my foul loveth. 

"Saturday. I trufr I have been enabled to walk as in 
t:,e prefence of God the week pa£1:: but am confcious of 
many fins and defc!cls: Lord, humble me under a fenfe of 
them. . 

" Tuefday. Obferved that God i? vifiting many aroum_d 
me with fevers and illnefs of one kind and another, but 1s 

pleafed to preferve our family in health. Not unto me, not 
·,i;t() me> 0 Lord> but to thy great name \le the praife at1d 

,1ory. 
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glory. That life which thou fparefl: fball, by thy gra.ce, be 
de-.:oted to thy fear, and fpent in thy fervice, 

"Good-Friday. The awful time of my Lor-d~s crw:1-
fiction, Have I laid my fins at the foot of thy crofs l If I 
have never yet done it, Lord, help me now to do it! Give me 
faith to bdieve in thee, and view thee as dying for my fin~ 
that I might not fuffer for them, Lord, I believe; help 
mine UF!bel.ief. Let me find redemption in thy blood,.aud at 
lafl: be a dmitted into heaven. 

"TueCday, March ;p, 1740, Went this afternoon to 
hear my dear friend, Mr. W--d, in company with two of 
tny intimate friends. Was much comforted at the profpect 
of fo much good being done through him. 'The harvefl: 
'truly is great; but the faithful labourers are but few. 
' Lord, fend forth labourers into thy harvefl:.' Converfed 
with him· at night, and joined in prayer and praife. Returned 
home with more comfort than when I went. Oh! may we 
all grow up into him who is our Head, even- Jefus our 
Redeemer, Amen, 

"Saturday.· Ever fince Thurfday, I have been in -a fort 
of fpiritual flumber, inactive in the bulinefs of the chriflian 
life. Lord, pardon my backwardnefs ;ind non-improvement: 
cure this difeafe of my foul: raife my dull powers: quicke11 
me by thy fpirit: draw out mine affections after thee; 
Jet me nrn the ways of thy commandments and not be weary, 
walk in the paths of holinefs and never faint, 

"Fain would I i1retch my wings, and try 
How faith can foar above; 

To fdch me Hrength, to raife me nigh 
'I'he object of my love. 

Now the thought that Chriil ever lives to make interce.ffion 
for me is of unfpeakable comfort to my foul. 

" Wednefday. Found my heart wander from God too 
much this day; but in the clofe of it, God was pleafed co 
draw me nearer himfolf by a/feeling my foul under the word 
preached at an .:vening lecture. I trufl this was a token 
for good to me. My heart went along with the word. By 
whom !hould I abide but"thee? Thou haft the words of eter­
nal life, and eternal Lfe itfelf, and thou wiit give it me. 
Oh! that I may experience more of the favour of the 
knowledge of Chrill as it bath been difplayed this evening! 

" FridJy. The Lord comforted me again this evening by 
his word from a good old Dijciple, who fpoke many lerious 
truths from J?hn_viii. 36. 'lf the Son, &c.' Lord> fave 

me 



me by thy free grace, and as an evidence of it, make me free 
from g11ilt, free from fin, anti caufc: me to love thee freelf· 

"Friday. I have bet:n put, this eve 1ing, at th.: houle of 
a friend, upon ex.:tminmg my fiate, whether I el(perimentally 
It.now that Cirift hath made me free-free from the 
wrath of God-free from the guilt of fin-and from it's· 
power and dominion. The conLquence of this trial wa:o1 
that l was able to fee into my corrupt heart, and to difcover 
that lin halh too much qominion over me. Lord, lead me 
to the bi )()d of fprinkling: • purge away my drols: deanfe 
me by thy fpirit from all filthinefs: let me no lot!_ger retain 
1ny beloved luit to rival thee in my foul: but do thou come 
by thy fpirit and erect thy throne there! 

"\Vednefday. This day a minifier w~s ordained at Mr. 
••••s chu~ch in -- : I was there. I had many painfi.1 
fears, that what m.,kes a gofpel minifi-er was wanting; 
L,1rd, lead minifter and people more to Chrift, then they 
will remember this day with comfort on every returning 
year, and grow up daily in conformity to him. 

"Tuefday. This evening fome good chriftians, with Mr. 
13-y, n,et to fpend two hours in pray.er on occafion of • 
the leaure e!l:abliiheJ there. • I hope God was wit)l us of a 
truth. They were enabled particularly to pray for fome re­
frdhing ih-owers of rain upon 1he thirfi-y earth. Thefe God 
was pleafed almofi immediately to fi:nd. Lord, give us thank .. 
fol hearts, and water our thirfiy fouls with heavenly dews, 
that we briug forth the fruits of righteoufnefs.to the honour ef 
thy grace and love~ • 

"s~turday evening. God gave me fuch a ferife of the· 
~xceeding unfulnefs of fin as, I think, I never had before. 
My foul wa5 truly humbled, and enabled to plead with God 
for mercy, and grace to htlp in every time of need, both for 
rnyfelf, and a friend with whom I had lately bten converf­
ing on fome very important things. Oh ! may a di•viner 
flame of love to God and Chrift be enkindled in our 
hearts ; then ihall we hate fin with a more perfect hatred, 
and Lve ho,inefs with a more perfect love. My foul does 
now experience peace with God. Oh ! that this ftate might 
always !afi ! It was truly faid by one, that 'the tears of a 
, penitent are more plcafant than the feeming pleafures of fin.' 
I can affurc:dly fay that this is true. Oh! that I may be en• 
abl :d 'rath'-:r to fulfer affliction with the people of God, than 
' to enjoy the pleafu,es of fin for a feafcn.' 

"Saturrlay. Spent as much time· as could be fpared from 
bufinefs 1n relkB,ng on my fpiritu.al fi:ate, and preparing for 
µie cnfumg fabbath. "Monday,· 
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tt Monday, Tuefday, Wedncfday. 'Thefe three days found 
great reafon to complain of the want of the prefonce of C~riftj 
to make every creature comfort comfortable. Differed much 
with a dear friend on fome occalions ; yet was c:nabled to love 
and pray for him more than ever. 

Thurfday, Friday, Saturday. Surely my heart hath 
wandered far from Go~, and felt a (enfible withdrawing of hi!l 
prefence. This is becaufe I do not live by faith on his pro­
mife and covenant as I ought to do. Lord, increafe my 
faith, and bring me nearer to thyfdf. 

"Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday. Found much of the 
prefence of God, which enabled me to walk humbly and 
comfortably in the way of my duty. 

" Thurfday, Friday. God hath been pleafed to lhew me, 
this week, that my dependance is to be wholly on him; be­
caufe it is he alone ordereth all affairs for his glory and hi~ 
peGple's comfort. When my foul was troubled, his com­
forts refrelhed rile. arid I was enabled to look to him as the 
God of Providence, 
.. " Monday--Thudday. My foul rejoiceSl'in God, and 
triumphs in the falvation he hath wrought for me. 

"Thurfday to Monday. During thefe.five days, I have 
experienced much of the prefence of God. My heart is with 
him: my foul longeth for him: when Chall I come and ap­
pear before him in the heavenly fiate and world. Providence 
,feems to frnile upon me. Oh! that I ~ay be thankful. Lord, 
make me to lhew forth thy praife, not with my lips onlv, 
but vvich my,heart a'nd my life alfo. Amen. • 

"Friday, Saturday. Lord, make my way plain before my 
face. My worldly affairs give me much unealinefs. Oh! 
that I may fee t!_iy providence pointing out my way; .and let 
me take no fiep but what may fome way or other promot~ 
thy glory, and my fpiritual aqd eternal advantage. , 

Wednefday. After the bufinefs of the day, i went to the 
ordinatior: of Mr. P-, at D-d. . [ hope it was a com­
fortable day to many there. The God of nature fmiled 
without; and the fame God, as the God of grace, I hope, 
fmiled within the faucluary. His word was faithfully preached 
-the perfon folemnl y fet apart by prayer and impofition 
of,hands-an<l, I hope, it will be a d;1y to be rene nbered 
with growing pleafure, both to him, and thofe he is now fet 
over. Amen and Amen. 

" Thurf<lay. Had the happy opportunity of att::nding t1 e 
fervice of God this day, it being a monthly clay of prayer for 
th; nati(Jn in general. I hope I can fay the word was fweet 

3M t• 
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to my tafle. Lord, It ring it to my remembrance; and hhr 
our united fupplications~give us the bleffings we have beet\ 
afking-forgivc us the fins we have been confeffing-•-and 
fill our fouls with divine love, that we may walk before thee 
as thy peeple. . 

". Thurf~ay and Friday. I am engaging rnyfelf fiill in the 
• affair~ of time. Oh ! that God would be pleafed to give 

me fu1table direll:ion, that I may plain! y fee that his difpen­
fati_ons work together for my good. _ Lord, make my way 
plarn, and let the bleffings of thy Providence come to me in 
the ft.reams of covenant grace and love. 

" And then whatever ftate I'm in, 
My heart will refl: content; 

Nor will I murmur or repine 
Hew fad foe'r the event. 

"Monday, Tuefday. My foul fongcth after greater mea­
fures of divine grace, that I may experience more of the 
divine life; that all below may become lefs in mine efieem, 
and Heaven become the object 6f my warmefi: willies aM 
defires. 

"Hafte my Redeemer from aeove 
And warm my heart with heavenly Jove; 
Mine eager wilhes mount on high, 
And pour contempt beneath.the tky. 

" Wednefday and Thurfi:lay. This evening I hoped t• 
have employed in religious duties in company with tny pious 
friencis, but was accidentally hinde~d. Oh ! how did my 
foul long to be with them. I could moft willingly have 
left my company to have enjoyed theirs, for it hath been re• 
frefhing to me many times. However, I hope,- I met with 
divine confolation in fecret prayer and reading the word of 
God~ in the comfort of which, I trufi, l walked all the en• 
wing day. 

" Friday, Saturday. I now find I .flan<l in great need of 
divine affiftance. I want wifdom to direct me in the 
affairs and bufinefs of life, that I may act as becomes a chrif­
tian, and that an after reflection may not reproach 111y 
prefent conduct. Lord, I commit my ways to thee. Give 
me that wifdom which is from above, that I may know how 
to acl: in a way conducive to thy glory and my own good. 
Let me be under the fpecial dire4lion of thy fpint, to eye 
thee as the GJd of Providence, knowing it is thy pr?mife, that 
'all things ihall work togethi-r for good to them that love 
God, and are the called, according to his purpof~.' 

BISHOP 



r, I SHOP BUR NET'S LIV ES AND SUFFERINGS OF 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 

'J'Hl LIVES 0:1' JOHN LOMAS, ANN ALBRIGHT, JOAN 

CATMER, AGNES SNOTH, AND JOAN SOLE, WHO SUF­

FERED MARTYRDOM IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY, 

1556. 

JOHN LOMAS, of the parilh of Tenterden, in the 
county of Kent, • was detected of herefy, and cited to appear 
at the fpiritual court -in Canterbury, the 17th of January, 
1556. The judges were Richard Faucet, John Warren, 
John Mills, Rubert Collins, and John Baker, notary; and 
articles being exhibited againfi: him, it was firfi: demanded of 
him, Whether he believed the catholick church, or no? 

To which he anfwered, That he believed fo much as ii 
~ontained in God's book, and no more. 

2. He was a!ked, Whetller he would be confeffed of a priefl: 
Qr no? 

He anfwered, That he found it not written that he lhould 
\,e confeJTed to any priefl-, in God's book; neither would he 
confefs, unlefi, he were accufed by fome man of fin. 

3. He was examined, Whether he believed the body of 
Chrifl: to be in the facrament of the altar, really under the 
forms of bread and wine, after the confecration, or no ? 

He anfwered, That he believed no re~lity of Chrifl:'s body 
to be in the facrament : neither found he it written that he 
'is there under form; but he believed fo much as is written. 

And the faid John Lomas, being difmilTed .at that time, was 
brought before the court the next day, being the 18th of 
January, and examined again, and refulcd to make any other 
anfwer, than that he believed fo much as was written in 
God's book; fo the court gave fentence againft him, and he 
lf'as delivered to the fecular power in order to execution. 

Agnes Snoth, widow, of the parifh of Smarden, was ac­
cufed for her religion, and cited to appear before the judge& 
of the fpiritual court in Canterbury, where fhe was compelled 
to make anfwer to divers interrogatories and articles minif­
tered unto her. In anf wer . whereunto, firfi :fhe denied 
to be confelfed to any prie{l, notwith(bnding £he denied not 
to confefs. her olfences as one to another, but not auricularly 
to any prieft. 

As 
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As touching the facrarpent of the a!tar, file P.rotelled, That 
if flt(', or any other, did recei v~the facrament fo as Chrifl·, 
a1~d his :,pofiles after him, did deTiver it, then fue and they 
did receive it to their comfort: but as it is now ufed in 
the c:,urc-h of England, the faid, that no man could. receive 
it, but to his damn::.tion, as ihe thought. 

She being examined ~oncerning penance, Wh~ther it be a 
facrament or no, ihe pla111ly denied the fanie; and that the 
pnpilh manner of their abfolution was r10t confonant to the 
word of Gud, nor neceflary to be taken : and in the .refi of 
her anfvrers ihe agreed with John LolTjaS. Whereupon 
fentence was read againfi her, and· ihe was co·mmitted to the 
cufiody of the' theritfs of Canterbury until the day of her 
exec-u:i,:n. • 

Ann Albright appeared alfo before the court; a1Jd it was 
ob~etl:ed againfi her concerning the fame matter of confeffion; 
whcr::-u ·.to lhe _anfwered, That lbe would not be confdl"ed of 
a priefi: and added moreover, [peaking unto the priefts then 
prden,,' Ye priefl:s ( faid the) are the children of perdition, and 
can do no g"od by your con(effion.' . And [peaking to the 
judge and his affifiants, fhe told them,' That they were fub­
verters of Chrifi's tJ uth ;' and, as to1.g:qing the (acnpnent of 
the altar, fhe laid,' 1t was a naughty an\i abominable idol, ;ind 
fo utterly denied the fame facramept.' . And fo perfifiing aqd 
perfevermg in_ h~r faid anf wer.s ~nd fayings, .fue was f?n­
demntd the fa1d 18th of January, and ~ehvered to the fuerdfs 
ifi order to fuffer according to law. ' • • • 

Joan Sole, of the parilh of fiorton, was, in like rnanner, 
~ondemned by the fame/harifees and priefl:s for n9t allowi~g 
auricular conf-:ffion, an for denying the real prefence and 
fub!l-ance of Chrill: to be in the facrament. Who, after their 
pharifaical fentence being pionounced, was brought by the 
iheritfs to the ftake with the other four, and fufiajned the 
like martyrdom with them, thro~gh !he affifiance of S}od's 
holy grace am;l fpirit n1ightily working in her; to ;he ~Jory 
of his name, and confirmation· of the truth. 

Joan Carmer, the fifth and ),aft. of this heavenly ~ompany 
of martyrs, was of the parilh of Hi~ch, wife, as it lhould feem, 
of Ge,rge Catmer, burned before. yVho being atked what 
!he faid to confeffion made tcj a prieft~ deniecj to be, confelied 
to any priefi. And moreover t~e judge fpeaking of the 
facrament of the altar~ (he faid and affirmed, That lhe bel(eve~ 
not in th,1t (acrament, as it was then ufed, for that It wa.s 
)Jldde, faid lhe, a ve:r'y' ·idol. In this her eonfoffion remainin.g 
.;.r,d perfiftin~, was by the like fentence crudly by' them 

con. 
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«conde111Cled, and fo fuffered with the aforefaid John Lomas, 
and the uther martyrs, ratifyi,,g -and confeffing with their 
blood the true knowledge and doctrine of the glorious gofpel 
of Chrill: Jefus our Saviour. _ 

Thefe five perfons were burnt at two flakes in one fire, 
together at Canterbury, as is before faid ; who, when the 
fire was flaming about their ears, did fing pfalms. Whereat 
the good knight Sir John Nor ton, bein~ there prefent, 
wept bitterly at the fight thereof. 

SERl\tlONS AND ESSAYS. 

THE PRINCIPAL HEADS OF THE SERMON, WHICH \VAS 

DELIVERED Al' THE INTER!\IIE.NT OF MR. CHARLES 

NORTON~ OF CAULDWELL, JN THE COUNTY OF Di:RBY9 

I\Vl'lO DIED AUG, 6, 1800, AND WAS BURIED Orf 

THE 9TH, 

THIS, my friends, i1 an affecting fcene,-a moll- folemn 
<;>pportunity. The death of a ma11; the death of a minill:er, 
is very awful !--May .we all be enabled to improve this 
event to our own advantage, and to glory the of God ! Amen. 

My. fituation is Very affeding; 1 could wiih to be releafed 
from it. Bu_t as the afflicted relatives of our deceafed 
brother h:ive de/ired me to take upon me this painful fervice, 
I know not how to object ; nor do I know how to proceed 
with propricty.-The words which I have felecled on this 
occafion are, Heh. vi. I 2. "That ye be not flothful; but 
followi;rs of them who through faith and patience, inherit 
·the promifes.'' 

How many calls have we to diligence; yet how prone to be 
ijothful ! How few take fuch p<1ins, luch early, anxious, per­
fevering pains for the falvation of their fouls, as they do 
for the ·prefervation of their body ; for the things of eternity, 
;as for the: things of time. Yet, how abundantly more 
nec:elfary ! As mui;:h more necelfary as the foul is fuperior 
to the body, as eternity is to timt:. What are all the things 
of this poor world now, to our deceafi:d brother! J u!l: as 
much ~s they will be in a little time ro us, that is-Nothing ! 
But eternity !...:.how full of importance to ellery man, is 
et1;rnity ! Efrcci1lly when we c:ontider • it's vaft extremes. 

- An 
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An eternity of confummate happinefs and glory, or an eternity 
of everlafiing mifcry and damnation: and that one of thefe 
rnufl be ours, and ours for ever ! That, when this world 
~ith all it's v~nities and enjoyments is forgotten, as though 
It had never eufled, we fhall be flouri{hing in the realms of 
blifs, in immortal vigour; or writhing in hellifu torments 
among miferable and horrible infcrnals, without a moment's 
eafe or hope of deliverar,ce. How neceffary then, that we 
be ~ Rot flothful, but followers of them who throuah faith 
and patience inherit the promifes.'' • 

But, I hope, the greater part of this congregation have 
"confidered their latter end, and given diligence to make 
their calling and election fore ;'' and are now withing to 
he followers of Chrifl ;-wi{hing to be " followers of them, 
who through faith and patience, inherit the promifes ;" that 
yo~ may inherit the promifes alfo, l fhall therefore, 

I. Endeavour to fhow fomething of the great duty here 
recommended, ".To be followers," &c. 

II. Enforce the e'(.hortation by the c::onfideration of fome 
of the bld.Iings which are promifed. 

I. Endeavour to fuow fomething of the great duty here 
recommended ; That ye be not flothful, but followers of 
them, who through faith and patience, inherit the pro .. 
mifes. 

Here are two very important chriflian graces, recom.,. 
mended to Our attention, in the worss of the text. Faith and 
Patience. Of thefe in order, 

The ancient worthies were not only virtuous men, with 
refpea to temper and conduct, but they had an' inward1 hidden 
principle; namely, Faith. And we arc~ no~ only to_ imita~e 
them, in obvious ,iind apparent excellencies; but in their 
firm dependance on Chrifr, their fie<).dy relia,nce on t~E 
Saviour. To be followers of them who through Fa,th 
inherit the prornifes. Not through works of righteoufnefs, 
but through faith in Jefus Chrifr. 

There are three things, which we may confider, a~ be­
longing to true, chrifrian faith. Fidt, the objetfi of it; 
fecondly, the end of it; and thirdly, the ground anq rule 
of it, 

1. The objea of it is Chrifi:. True faith looks direclly 
to J efus Chrifi: as • it's all in all. It does not call half an 
eye to the law, and half an eye to the gofpcl; half. a_n eye 
to our own righteoufnefs, and half an_ eye to t~e prop1t1at10n 
of Jefus. No ; it looks only to him who 1s able to fave 
to the uttermgft all thofe who come to God by him. It 
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fixes on him alone, as the only foundation of peace and par­
don. He, fays, " God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the 
crofs of my Lord Jel'us Chrifi," or in Chrifl: crucified. It 
fees there is falvation in him, but in no other; " For there is 
none other name under heaven, given arneng men, whereby 
we mufl: be faved.'' 

The believer bfllholds Chrifl:, as exhibited in the gofpeJ, or 
w.ord of truth, as a prophet, to teach God's will ; as a ,priefl, 
to atone for fin ; and as a king, to govern his people. But he 
doth not only behold him as fufl:aining thefe offices, but he 
receives him in them. The true chrifl:ian fits at his feet to 
hear his word, and to receive his i'nfl:rucl:ions; and learns of 
him to be meek and lowly in heart .. He does not only be. 
hold him as the facrifice for fin, nor as the only facrifice. 
But he fays, " The life which I now live in the llelh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God ; who loved me and gave 
himfelf for me. I have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgivenefs of fins." Again. The true believer fob­
mits to the authority of Chrifl:. He fees him poffeffed of all 
power in heaven and in earth ; that he is Lord of Lords, and 
King of Kings; a11d he receives, obeys, and honours him as 
fuch. He finds a difpofition, like Saul of Tarfus, and fays, 
"Lord what wilt thou have me to do." And when he knows 
his will, he fots about the performance of it. He de1jres to 
" follow Chrifi whitherfoever lie goeth." 

1n lhort, the true believer fixes on J efus, as you did, whe11 
you was brought out of darknefs into light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. You remember how that was, 
don't you? You faw yourfc,:lves in a perilhing fl:ate, and 
cried out in your hearts, " What mufl: we do to be faved.'• 
You fa w that your works and righteoufoefs wauld not 
profit you ; that by the deeds of the law you could not be 
j,ufiified; and were terribly afraid of going to hell. But 
when you faw that " God had fo loved the world, a:. to ~ive 
his only begotten Son; that whofoever believeth in him 
fhould not perilh, but have _everlafl:ing life," You found 
fome comfort, when you faw that "Jefus Chrill: came 
into the world to fave finners, the chief of finners ;" the 
clouds began to difperfe, light ilionc into your fouls. And 
when you faw that he cried, .ind, in a manuer, heard him 
cry, " Come u11t0 me all ye th:it labour, and a-re heavy laden, 
and I will give you refl:," Your heart began to rejoice i 
you found pleatim: mixed with gratitude. You loved him 
becaufe he fo lol'ed you. In yuur illfc:cl:ions, you came to 
him, and placed your whole dependance on him ; and ,ounted 
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all th.ings. as lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrill Jcfus your Lord. Don't you remelllbcr how you: 
beheld him ? How you came to him? How cordially you 
received him ? lf you don't remember it, it is bccaule yoµ 
have never done it, never experienced it. I would freely 
make all reafonable allowance for the weaknefs of human 
11ature, and the different capacities of men; but it muft be 
noted, that, " he that believeth, hath the\\ itn.fs in himfdf." 
There is an effLirt of our own mind in coming to Chrill: an 
effort againft much oppofition. I know, faith the apollle, 
"in whom I have believed," and to whotn I have con,mitted 
the keeping of my foul. Can we really commit the keeping of our 
fouls to Chrift, and not be confcious of it? As well almoft 
may_a wife forget that £he was ever married • 

Let it, however, be remembered, that the objea of true 
faith is J efus Chrift, and him crucified, The believer fixes­
on him as his whole and complete Saviour. 

2. Faith has alfo an end, and that end is. falvation. 
"Receiving the end of your faith, even the fa! vat ion of 
your fouls.'' Few, I fuppofe, will raife an objetlion to this, 
therefore a few words may fuffice. Yet, it is to be feared, 
that fome err in this particular. Men can be relicrious, or at 
leall: appear to be fo, for various purpofes. ·19he faith of 
fome feems to aim at temporal advantages, rather than 
foiritual and ·eternal. Some, long ago, followed Chrift for 
}~aves and fiilie~; and it is well if fome, now a days, do not 
profefs to believe for fimilar ends. It is poffible that fome 
may ]earn the doctrines of the gofpel, and profefs to believe 
them, that they may be like other people; becaufe thsy 
would not wilh to be thought infidels. The foolilh virgins 
might be Cuch fort of b1=lievers. But true faith leads princi­
p:illy to a future ftate, to a world of glory. "If in this life 
only, we have faith in Chrilc ;" or if our faith go no 
farther than to a profelJion of chrifi:ianity in this life, we are 
ef all men moll miferable. True faith refpetl:s the pro­
mifes; and the promifes mollly refpe€1: a world to c0me: 
" An inheritance which is iucorruptible, and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away, referved in heaven forth~ people of 
God" Jefus is gone to his Father's ·h.iut~, to prepare a 
place fur his di(c,iples; and the true believer lo,JkS for his 
return, whe" Chrill lh:ill take him to that glorious home, 
,rnd make him happy there for ever. 0 ! let not your faith frap 
fuort of the complete falvation of your fouls. This will have a 
trndency tu ma:Ce you look forwa, d, a11d look upward amidfl: 
the variol.lS vexations a,:d affiictions of life with compofure 
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.and relignation; and to perfcvere, after the example of them, 
who thro·1gh faith and p<ttience inhcrir tl1e pro·nifc:s. 

3. Faith, true faith, has alfo a ground, a foun3,ition on 
Which it relts, a11d a rule by which it is regc1lat:d. It is not 
an enthufiafl:ic noti"n, a mere fo;1d conceit that { /hall go to 
heaven when I die, becaufe of any rhir1g n~tural, or acc1d~n. 
ta!; ahy thing eXiJGrienced by us, or done to u5, or by 
others. 1\V e never read in the Bible that the chrifl:ians con­
fidered themfdves as " m:ide the members of Chrifr, the 
children of God, and the inhe~itors of the kingdom of 
heav.:n'' in their baptifm: Nor did they depend on 2eculiar 
manifefl:ations, dreams, ,;oices, or fuppof~d revdations, as 
the 6 r Jund of the,ir cenfid~nce. Thofe ·who place their de­
pendance on things of this fort, have a fancy, perhaps a 
frrorg fancy; but.that is not true faith. A chrifl:i,u;i has his 
experi~nce: but his experienc·e .is the fruit of his fa:,h, and 
not .th.: ground of it, or the reafon why he bdieves. Yet bow 
maqy can give no better reafon of the hope whicb is in them, 
tham fomething of this fort ; which gives one to fear that they 
are fadly deceived, dreadfully mifiaken. And mifiakes h::re 
are· dreadful indeed. For when a perfon fets himfelf down as 

• _a believer, and is not one, he ceafes to attend to thalc muns • 
which are calculated to make him one. Perhaps this is one 
of th: moil: fatal fchemes of the devil, to keep the finner ihor~ 
of falvation. 

True faith is founded on the word of God. The chrifl:ian 
lielieves what GCJd fays,· and becaufe God fays it, he believes 
it. The deda,ration of God is the ground of his contidence. 
If he be a/ked a reafon of his hoP.e, he can anfwer, ·u J efus 
• Cl1rifl: f1ys, he that believeth, and is baptiz.ed, th1ll b.e 
fa ved." and I truft I am one of thofe. 
• As hi!'> faith is founded 011 the w~rd of God, fo it is regu­
lated hy the WQrd of God. He wilhes to believe neither mQre 
nor lefs, nor otherwife, than as the wo_rd of God decl.tres. He 
doth not firfl: receive a fet of religious opinions and principles, 
am! then fearch the fcriptures for paffages to confirm him in 
them; ancl eve11 adi:J to, or take from tcriptur~, to make it 
fquare \Vith his n0tions. H.: forms bis" opinion of divine 
truth fron th~ fcri,)ture itfelf, and hys 2.!id~ his former 
notions, when, and fo far as he finds tht· fcripture does not 
teach and fupport _t 11em. W11en he finds· that the fcripture 
plainly and • repeatedly fays, " Chrifi died for all; 
ufled death for every man:" he ,believes th:it he did, anJ 
will not mince'thc all and everfma~ to a very few, tJ almoft 
r.obody, in co:11 parifon of the whole human ra~e, becaufo ,he 
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c~nnot fe• 1,ow Chrill: ilioulJ die for all, and yet fome fho1:1ld 
per {h H~ (imply bditVLS the word, and leav~s the ~iffic~lty 
w,t:1 . ,e A.mighty, becaufe he knows his rather 1s wifer 
th .. h.:. 

f-.s e b'.'.lieYes t1ctording to the word of God, he alfo prays 
11r· rd •1g tit e w,1rd, he acts acco,ding to tha word, he ex­
fC s ,d ,1c>p~s according to the word. The wqrd is a lamp 
1Jn o ,,s fec::t, dnd .i light unto his path, This is the gro4nd 
~n It r,Jle , ,f his faith; by this he regulall:s his temper 
~nJ ~i~ c.1·1Ju:-t. 

1.- <111v fh )Uld fup:iofe th:1t this exdudes the teachings an<J 
inSu~ 1~es of th-~ holy fpirit, thc::y dre 1nifL1ken. The fpirit 
co ·s n 1t t:ach us new revdations, b4t difp,>les us to receive 
t'1.,1e alre~df )::iven. He taketh of the things of Chri-fi:; 
fo w t.1 then to us, and comforts 4s with thern. The word 
a,,d t .e f ,r,t are in perfecl unifon. Docs C!irill-2 • in his 
word, 1a;i C ••nd fhe fp;rit -.lfo fays, Come'. We never 
CJII g-ive bett~r proof of b~ing led by the fpirit of God, 
t 1a 1 1 f ;,ea ing C 1rd's nice <111d fallowing him, accorping 
ti'.l ·11i W()rd. "To the law and fo the. tefl:imony: if they 
fpe k t101 according to this wore!, it is becaufe there is 110 
li!!ht in the 1.," 

-To return. Our dear deceafed Friend was peculiarly 
h~p,1y i11 the tt'T'plicity and clearnefs of his faith. Believing 
Go c, i~e,,ed to be quite eafy to him; an exercife with. 
wn1ch he wa• quite farr,iliar. A "Thus faith the Lord," 
w~s q .it- futlicie·1t; he wanted no more. He did not difhefs 
hi:nf If with ows, and whys, and w:,erefores. He had learned 
th" holy fci-:,ice uf exercifing faith on the naked promtfe of 
a faithfJI <lnd. May we be followers of him in the fimpli­
city and ft.::dfafl:mfs of his faith. 

B,11 f:c n~I v; we are exhorted to be followers of them who 
through Patima i11herit the promifes. Some think that a 
chrilli,,n's life:: is all l1ghtfome and happy and joyful : al)d 
fon,e hav::: been greatly difappointed when they have found 
t'.,emlt'!v s miltiken in the trial of it. Probably the 
lfrael ites f.,ncied, that when they thou Id once get out of 
:Egypt, alI w .. uld be well : that they lhould have no more 
tro .bles Bui they found a red fea, and a dreary wilder­
nef b tween Egypt a,,d the promifed land, and fometimes 
we p gre~rlv :fc, ura?ed bepufe of'the way. !:.very chrif­
ta will find f,, cthing of a fimilar nature in his experience. 
T. ,·,gh fom~ have a fweeter cup and lighter burden than 
0th :rs, } et all ha v-e difficulties, enemies, and various trials 
in their way tiJ ~Jory; and will have need of patience, as 
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well as faith, while they are travelling throogh ·1his vale 
of tears. Becaufe 

I. The world is at enmity with God, a,,d cor.f. quently 
with the people of God. In the world, therefore, they mult: 
have tribulation. Becaufe they are 11ut or tht: world, the 
world will hate them, and perfetute then', ar,d c .. fi out Lheir 
name as evil. This is a fource of much trouble to the 
peoplcr of God; for they love to live peaceably with all n•en. 
And when they do the bell: thfy poffibly can, with a good 
confcience, they find it is all in vain; there is fiil: enn,ity 
againfl: them ; the fruits of which ofttn n.ake t~.cm tuffcr 
very greatly, as well as very wrongfully. This therefore 
calls for the exercife 0f patience. And thougt>, we in com­
mon, are not expofed to the fore trials a,:d pe1 fecutions 
which the Primitive Chrifiians endured, yet we have cften 
fuch as lie heavy on our fouls. Our circuir.flance~, c"llings, 
connecbons, families, and affiicliom, often make us " gro .. n 
being burdened." 

2. Flethly lufl:s, which war agaioft the foul, often occaf:on 
a fore conflill:. The AeCh lufl:eth againfl: tht fpi1 it, and the 
fpirit againfl: the flefh, fo that ye cannot du the things that ye 
would. The believer "delights in the law of Gud ;,frer the 
inward man : but he finds a law in his me11 btrs, w.:rnni 
aiainfi the law of his mind, and bringing him in,o capti-. 
vity to the law of fin which is in t.is n:embers," and it 
caufes him to cry, u O wretched man that I ilm, who 1hall 
dc:liver me from-the body of this death." 

This may not operate in all to the fame degree; but it 
flperates in all in fome degree. Therefore t~ e 1.ecdf1ty of 
continual felf-denial, if we would ap(rove oudtlves the 
genuine clifciples of Jefus. The grace of God which brm~eth 
falvation, teache5 us to dtny worldly lufis; buc n t to d,jiruy 
them. Thefe will exift till death, or till Chrii1 Ch.il cm1~& 

the fecond time to change our vile body, and rn f..fhion it like 
his own gloriou~ body. Evrn thofe>, whofe " l,fe is hid 
with Chrift in God," who know that when ., Chr,H who is 
their life {hall appear, they fhall appear with him in glo, y ;" 
are exhorted to mortify their members which an: 011 <arth: 
yea, fuch members and propenlitie~ which are of the grofletl 
kind, Col. iii. 4, 5. Which could r,ot be, if Cu.eh propenfiti~ij 
were quite eradicated from the bdiever. 

Now a continual confl1cl: with an c:11cmy in our own 
houfe, in our own nature, to whom, i,i fome points of vie.v, 
we are clofely connected, requires the cxercifi: l:io.b of great 
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faith and great patience: cfpecially ~o bear this, for a number 
of years, with {h:ady perfcverance. 

3. The Devil. He fifts them as wheat. H~ is an old; 
an inveterate enemy to the human race, and efpec1ally to the 
people of God. " He goes about as a roaring.lion, (eeking 
wh@m he may devour.'' His devices a1e many, and his 
baits are laid with the grcatdl: art. How did _he accufe and 
affiic\: the upright Job; how did he teaze and tempt the 
holy Jefus? And is he now at peace with ChFify's difciples? 
No! If he does mtt appear as the roaring lion, he is fiill the 
wily ferpent. ,How does he exercife his power and his policy 
to tempt and feduce the children of the Moll: High. Some­
times he will oppofe God by flat contradicl:ions, as he did 
to Eve in the garden of Eden. " Hath God faid ye thaJI 
forel y die? Ye 01all not furely die ! Ye tball live better; 
ye 01all live happier; ye tball even be as gods, knowing good 
and evil" At other times he will. bring and apply God's 
word, and appear as :t preacher of righte.oufnefs, and promife 
angelic protetlion if they will but take his counfel. 'Who 
knows how often he leads unwary men inte a 'falfe and fatal 
fecurity, by a forced application of orthodox docl:rines? Now, 
he can fay, " you are a child of God, a favourite of heaven, 
an heir of glory. All things are now yo,urs, and you may 
ufe them at your pleafure. The world is yours. But what 
1:>enefit h<lve you from it, if you don't make ufe of it? 
Enjoy it's p!eafures and gratifications, like rational creatures; 
and if you do fin, you iliall not perifh; you have an Ad­
vocate with the Father, who is righteous, if you are not, 
and he wiil plead for you ; he has engaged for your falva­
tion. TherefQre gratify yourfelves in a few innocent diver .. 
fions, and let 

The forrows of the mind, 
Be vanifh'd from the place; 

Rdigion never was delign'd, 
To make your pleafures lefs.'' 

Then, when the credulous creature has taken his horrid 
counfel, and has abcrated from the path of duty; and when 
he thinks of returning, and finds guilt on his confcience, 
and fear of wrath for his folly; how the old ferpcnt will 
:aggravz.te his cri,nes, and endeavour, either to drive·him to 
ci~fper;:tion, or to prcfumption. Now he will tempt him 
to believe th,,t he was never converted, or that he is t11>tally 
fallen from gr .. ce ; has finned the unpardonable fin, and 
th"r t'.1ere is no foriivc:ncfs, cithe1 in th,is world, or jn that 
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which is to come. That reading, hearing, praying, and all 
religious exercifes, are in vain. That if he feek to his friends 
they will reproach him, and put him out of the churc-h. 
Therefore he had better keep at a difianc,e, and take a little 
pleafure in this world, for there is none for him in another. 

0 ! my beloved, UJider fuclf fuggellions and temptations, 
what need of firong faith and nevc:r-failing patience,· left: 
we be hunied into fome dreadful evil; overwh<:lmed in 
deep difirefs, and make fuipwreck of faith and a good con­
fcicnce ; di!honour, our God, and ruin our own fouls. 

But perhaps long, and fore, and complicated afflictions, in 
body, mind, efrate or families; or peradventure in all thefe, 
like Joh, in· days of old, require the mofi patience. Thefe 
prefs hard on human nature, and expofe to many grievous 
temptat.ions, and without Divine fupport, to an uncommon 
degree, the mind rnufi link under them. It is a bleffing, an 
unfpeabble bleffi~g, that we have not only the fcripturcs 
for our infirutl:ion and comfort, but we have many examples 
of faith and patienc<s to encourage and to animate us, and ta 
fhew us ihefe iraces, not only in 

1 

theory, but in ·real exercife. 
You, in this neighbq1: hood, have been highly favoured 1n 
this· refi,tct, You .have had an eminent example of thefe 
virtues in our deceaftd brother. He had a great, a heavy 
burden to bear, as you well know, ancl he bore it with great 
patience. I am credibly info,r:_med, that under all his loug 
and fevere ~ffiiclions, and complicated woes, he was never 
heard to exprefs a murmuring word. He ufed to fay," It 
is the Lord-let him do what fecmeth hirrr good: l dare 
not compL,in, he is fo gracious." 1 knew him well; l havi; 
known him long:. I have had opportunities to become inti­
mately ;icquaimcd with him : and, l confefs, that I -11ever 
knew a perfon fo much like a lamu, for a mu:k, humble, 
patient, inoffenfive difpolitio1~. But, he can fpeak no morc.­
Recollc8 his in{hu8ions anrl exhortations. Imito1te his in­
offenlive, gracious converfation; and learn to be like him 
in every thing which is praife worthy; particularly be fol­
lowers of him in hi~ faith and patience, till you iuherit the 
promifts, as we hope our decQaled brother does. • 
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~o the Editor of the General Bapt!JI Magtn:.ine. 

MR, El)ITOR, 

A fenfible and ferioos man (who has heard the gofpel at moff 
places in town, having been long refident there, now in 
the country) with who111 I am in habits of intirnacy, re­
quefted me lately to give him my opinion on the following 
fcr;ptures, which he much wifhed an expla.11ation of. 
Accordinily I attempted it, verbally, in the fubil:ance of 
what is here written; and, as it gave him full fatisfacl:ion, 
perhaps, if you think it nnt unworthy a place in your 
Magazine, it's infertion may be of ufe, at leaft, • if it is 
only to corretl: my miftakes, if ( have erred. 

I am, Sir,_ your's, in the gofpel, 

Chatham, Sept. 22, 1800. A. ,C. T. 

"G IVE to every man that afketh of thee." Luke vi. 30; 
• and from him that would borrow of thee, turn not thofe 
away." Matt. v. 42. 

Sa far as it refpeB:s the preceptive part of Chrifl:'s Sermon 
on the Mount, it mufi be conftdered as a general rule of 
conduct for all his difciples; and this being ackn0wledged, 
an enquiry then arifes how this part of it is to be underfl:ood. 

Our Lord is here addreffing his immediate followers, 
though not to the exclufton of thofe who aJ".e at prefent fo as 
abo\'e premifed. In the beginning of a paragraph connected 
with the words under conftderation, he exhorts to a different 
tre2.tment of injuries than what a former difpenfation allowed 
of. "Ye have heard that it hath been faid, an eye for an eye; 
and a tooth for a tooth " Matt. v. " But 1 fay unto you, 
refift notevil, [ treatment 1 &c. Give to evet y inan that afketh 
thee," &c. That we are to perform offices of kindnefs 'tQ. 

cur fellow chrillians is µlain. H.·nce an aµo!l-le fays, "As 
we h.1ve therefore opportunity, let u~ do good unto all men, 
efpeciall y to them that are of the h ,u/ho1d of Luth." This 
we mufl: underfl:and of all or every ma:1, with the latter ex­
ception only, as if regards the particular exercil~ of our be­
nevolence, and on this condition, " as we have opportunity,'' 
not 011I y of time, but ability; according to which we mufr 
be &uided in this matter. Though the terms,•" every man," 
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are expreflive of univerfalit y, yet it feems that J e(us Chrift 
fpoke her c more direEtl y with reference to perfonal enemies, 
(fre Luk.· v1. 27, and onward) wh ,m he commands, "that 
we l,ive, and love to any," it is well known dues not confiil: 
in a profeffion of it, but by evidencing it's ttFecls in certaia 
in{bnces pratl:ically. The command therefore as well runs, 
" Du good to t:.em that halt you." Becaufe hereby we give 
a vilible proof ufthe reality aud excellent nature of the reli­
gion within us I: ther--fore h~ that hath been my enemy. 
or is now avowedly fo, folicit my affi!tance, I am to give or 
lend him, "not rendering evil fJr evil ;-but COiltrariwife 
bleffing " Paul's words are full to the point, " if thine 
ene ny hunger; feed h:m. If he thirft, give him dri11k; for 
info doing t),ou {h;ilt heap coals of fire on his head," That 
is, according to his ph,areology, " to overcome evil with 
good i'' as we may by this mod~ of treatment of fuch, not 
only be a means of prefent, but eternal benefit. A behaviour 
of this kind being calculated to convert to that which en­
courages fo excellent a dif;;ofition. 

N. 8. There are thofe, our enemies, in th, world, who 
knowing the duty inculcated upon chrifi:ians, to give to every 
man that .-fkeLh, may not only wilh to put our obedience to 
the tell-, w'.len in real need; but may feign it in a fecond ap­
plication, in order to impore on our charity. Suffice it tC> 

fay, we are not, in that c,ifo, obliged te1 relieve fuch. But 
only fo far as it r.fµects their known and· unavoidable 
diijre.ffes, and.upon the condition before expreffed. 

For tht Gentral Baptijl Magazint. 

S C R A P the IXth .• 

AcTs xvii. 30. " And the ti,,,es of this ignorance God 
wiaked at ; but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent." 

IN this verfe we obferve two things, viz. the forbe.:rance 
ef God with the Athenians, with regard to what was paft, 
and his gracious interference with them refpecting what was 
to come. 

1ft; The forbearance of God with the Athenians, notwith­
fianding their wicke.;ncfs and idolatry, which has been noted 
i11 our former Scraps; yet it is faid God \\ inked at it, that ist 
God. as it were, looked over it, and did not bear any 
publick and veng,eful Uhmony againft it, as he had done in 

othc· 
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other cJ(es: ( as the old_ world, Gen. vi. vii.-Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and Lot's wife, Gen. x,x. 24, 25, 26.-Pharoah 
and bis hofls, Exo<i. xiv. 21--31-Korah, Dathan, Abiram, 
&c. Numb. xvi, and many others. )-But,. for a time, 
{eemed to pafs it by as without obfervation; Oh what 
patience in Jehovah to fee himfelf thus infulted, ~nd yet for­
bear to punifh ! 

2d. But under the gofpel difpenfation God, as it were, 
{hews himfelf among men: And how does he' thcw himfdf? 
,vhy, by commanding all mm every where to repent Now,· 
as repentance is a turning from evil to good, and this com­
mand extends to all men, every where, it implies a charge of­
guilt on all, even oq. thyfelf, c:Je~r reader, as well as the 
writer of this, and the wicked Athenians, to whom thefe 
words were firfi: f P.oken. • 

Now it is evident that every impenitent finner acls incon­
fi{l-antly wi~h his ft .. te. Wha-t,", a finner againft God ! A · 
breJktr ofh1s holy law! !-And under the divi~curfe ! ! !--­
And charged home with this by the word of truth divine,. and 
n::it turn from it ! ! !---Does not all this ( which, alas, is the 
Hate of thoufands) difcover a mofi: awful degree of hardnefs 
and deMnefs in !in ?---Oh, aik thyfelf, dear reader;." how i~ 
it with me?" • 

Be!ides, to continue in this fl:ate is l?ofitive ,\nd wilful difo .. 
becliencc,to the plain commands of the eternal J eho\'ah, which 
is an addition of aggravated guilt to that contracl:ed before, 
and mufl: plunge the foul deeper in that perdition to which 
2.11 the impenitent are expofed. Luke xv. J, 5.---Further, 
this impenitence is yet worfe, in that it is refufing compliance 
with t!1at whi<:h is gracioujly commanded as an abfolutely ne­
ceifary fiep rowards that co9verfion to God, which alone 
makes meet for eternal glory; and without which we cannot 
fee the kingdom of God; but mufl: frnk where the wor111. 
ciieth not, and the fire is not quenched. Marlc, ix. 38. 

Oh that every reader ofrhe General Baptill: Magazine may 
ITpent, and turn to Goci by faith in' a once crucified, but 
nvw glorified Redeemer; ,ind ,ilfo do works meet for re­
pentance! This is the pray~r of, 

Dear Sir, 

Yqur's, alfeJiQn:,te·y, 

OB. 61 18co. SMA 1 TERER~ 



For the General Baptijl Malaztn,. 

FRAGME N'iS OF B IOGRA PHr. 

FRAGMENT V. OF POLYCARP. 

: THIS great man wa:s a: difciple of the apofile John, and 
by him was ordained bifhop df the church at Smyrna. 

He is thought, by many, to be the angel of the church of 
Smyrna, to whom the epifile in the Revdatio'1 is fe,.t, Rev. 
ii.8-11. And if fo, as is v~rv nrobabl,.., he has, as we,! as 
the church at large, from divin; teftimony, .an indubitable 
charatter: this church being one, of the only two ~ut of 
feve,i, ~gairi!l: which the Son of. God bringeth no charge. 

,Polycarp wrote an Epi!l:le. to the Phil1ppians, which is 
extaut at:this time: the former and larger part of it is in it's 
original Greek; and the whole Epiftle entire, in an .. ncie11t 
Latin ver!i'on. In this .Epi_fl:le he reminds them of the c. p1Jle 
they had received from Paul; and adds, that that apo'1le 
gloried in them, .in all the churches, which then knew G,id. 
Polyc2rp. wfote divers letters which have beeil lofl: n.JW a 

long time.· And there are fome fragments which ar.: afcribed 
to him; but ftrong confiderations have j ... f:ly reftrained the 
l~arned from giving them any credit. Th~ Epi!He to t11e 
Philippians is the only work of Polycarp that is eil:eemed 
genuine. • 

Iren.e~s, bilhop of Lyons, in Gaul; fpeaks ~ighly both of 
Polycarp and of his Epifl:le: " There is (fays lie) a moE ex­
~ellent Epill:le of Polycarp written to the Phiiippians; from 
which they who are _willing, and are concerr:ied for· th~ir own 
falvation, may learn both the charnctrr of his faitli, and t1e 
doctrine of the truth." And in .another place, fp~a;..;.ino- of 
the foundnefs of his faith, he fays, " \Vi,en I was young, in 
the lower part of Afia, with Pol ycarp, I remember· the 
place in which, tbe blelf.:d Polycarp fat and taught, and' his 
going out and coming in, and the manner of bis life, and the 
form of his per(on, and the difcourfes he made to t .. e people;. 
and how he related hi$ converfation with John, and others 
who had feen the Lord ; and how he rela,eJ their f. y111gs 
and what he' had heard from them c .. ncerni1-1g 'the Loi d ~ . 
both concerning his miracles and his d.:cl, ine, as he had rc­
c;eiveJ thern fiom the eye-witnelfc:s of the word of Lfe: all 
which Polycarp n!la~r;:d a~rceabk to ttie f.:riptures, Thefe 
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things I then, through the mercy of God toward me, dili­
genti y heard and attended to ; recordi,1g the in not on 
paper, but upon my heart, And through the g1 ace of God I 
continually re11Fw the rem en; brance of them.'' 

There is an account d the mar~yrdom of this great man, 
in a letter from the church over w11ich he prelided, Jt Sim yrna, 
to the church at Philadelphia, which fays, "He was con­
demned to the flames, at Smyrna, the Roman pro-co11ful 
being prefent, and all the people in the a1r.phitheatre de­
m,mding his death." But he lived to a good old age: for 
when the hoary-hea11ed faint was brought to the fiake, he 
could fay, f.,ith pleafure, in the ears of the pro-conful, 
" I have now ferved Chrifi eighty and fix years."-:--Me­
thinks he poffdfed the heroifm of the poet, who fays, 

tc Chains, dungeons, {words ; or tortures, blood and fire, 
A world in tumult, or all hell in arms, 
] f grace affifi, fhall ne'er det~r my tongue 
From {peaking in his name."' 

FRAGMENT VI. 
,.. 

OF PAPIAS. 

PAPIAS, it is believed, fl€>urifhed early in the fecond 
century, and was bifhop of Hierapolis, in Phrygia; but how. 
long he lived is uncertain. He is faid by fome to have been a 
martyr; but as this is not mentioned by Eufebius nor 
Jerom, it is not much to b~ regarde~. lren~us fp€aks of 
him as a ht'arer of John, and a companion of Polycarp; and 
by John feems to intend the apofile and evangelift .. But 
there was another John foon after the apofile of that name,_ 
called John the Prefby1er, or Elder; anq from Eufebius it 
:appears mofi probaqle, that he was a hearer of this John, anci 
not John the 1vang1lift. And as an extract from Eufebius 
will give us inforir.ation on other fubjects as well ·as this, and 
:alfo fome of the words of Papias himfelf, it may be fitly in­
troduced in this pl2ce: "There are (fays Eufebius) five 
books of Papia~, entitled, An Explication of the Oracles· of 
the Lord-the only books wriaen by him, after this manner. 
But Papias, in the preface of his books, does by no means fay 
th;,t he he.:rd or faw ,rny ,,f the holy apofiles; but only that he 
h .d received t!·e things concerning the faith from thefe who wtr~ 
wdl au1uainlfd with them, which he fhews in thefe words: 
M I £hall not think much to fet d&1wn, together with my in­
terpretations, what I have learned from the elders [ or. 

prc!byters ], 
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pre!byters], and do well remember confirming the truth by 
them. Fo • I to0k to no delight, as mofl: men do, in thr>fe 
that talk a great deal, but in thofe that teach the truth; nor 
in •hq that relate Jlrange preceptr, bt1t in tl.ofc th,,t relate 
the prei;epts which the Lord has entrufled us with, and which 
proce,d from the truth itfclf. A·1d jf, at any time, I met 
with one who had converfcd with tlie elders, I enauired after 
the fayings of the t:lde~s; what Andrew, or what P,ter Cid; 
or what Philip, what Thomas, or what James had faid: what 
John or Matthew,or any other of the a;:iofl:lei of the Lord were 
wont to fay: and what Arifl:ion, or John tht.: prefoyter, difciples 
of the Lord, fay: for 1 was of opinion, that 1 could not profo fo 
much by books as by the living. Where it is proper to obferve, 
that he twice mentions e,e name of John : the former of 
whom he reckons with Peter, James, Matthew, and 1he refl: 
of the apofHes, manifefl:ly i11tellding the evangelifl:. Then, 
making a dif1:inB:io~ in his di[cnurfe, he places ,he other John 
with the others who are not of the nu:nber of the ap01l:le~ 
putting Arifl:ion beLre him ; and he exprefsly c:11ls him 
pre:byter. By which too is !hewn the truth of their account, 
who· have [ml, that there were two in Afia of that name; 
and that there were two fepulchres at Ephefus, and that each 
of them is il:ill faid to be the fepulchre of J nhn, &c." 

Papias, in the oracles ab?v~rn~ntioned by Eufebius, in­
forms us, as alfo do many other ancient writers, that Mat­
thew wrote his gCi>fpel in the Hebrew tongue, and every one 
interpreted it as well as he was able. He informs us alfo, 
_that Mark W;tS a follower, and an in~erpreter of Peter, and 
that the gofpel written by him was compofed out of Peter's 
fermons: faying, " Mark wrote exactly what he remem­
bered; but not in the order in which things were fpoken or 
done by Chrifl:. For he w;is neither a hearer, nor a follower 
of the Lord; but, as I faid, afterwards followed Peter, wh() 
made his difcourfes _for the profit. of thofe that heard him, 
but not in the way of a regular hifiory of our Lord's words. 
Mark, however, committe~ no mjltake, in , writing fome 
things as they-occurred ~o his memory. For this one thing 
he made his ~are, to omit nothing which he heard, and to 
fay nothing falfe in what.he rela~ed." 

Sept. 15, 1800. ___ MINIMUS. 

SELECT ,SENTENCES. 

WHAT we want in the degrees of our quty, we lhould 
l\,e fure- to m~ke up in humility ; and this will be the moll: 
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proper impl'ovet,\ent of our faili,,gs, when we can ftrcngtheiq 
our( Ives by our very infirmities: , • 

To arrive at .. ny tolerab)e ptrfeB:ion in preaching Chrift, 
is a work oT time, the refult of a ~arefu\ pcrufa\ of the fcrip:­
tun:s, and lludying the hearts of men: it .co11ls for, and re­
quire~ the mortifying of the pride of c.arnal reafon, a great 
concern for fouls, and an humble depcnd,rnce on the fpirit of 
God, with the Ii vcly exercifcs of devotion in our clofots. . • 

lndotl:nnal d1fc0udes, and in p1:eachirig the.gofpel, w~ 
only attac:, the outw0:-ks of £atan, the blind, prejudice\¾ 
u derflanding: but in preaching praB:ical godl\nefs, we 
att.i.ult Satan's ftrongcft fort, the corrupt vyill. • • • • 

A.NFCDOTE 
OJ KING HENRY the Suond. 

IN the reign of King Henry the Second, the clergy corn'.' 
mitred fev-::ral rapes, and Cevera! murders ;-the King or".' 
de1 cd them to he tried and executed. Thomas-a-Beckett, 
then arcr:biihop of Canterbury, qppofrd the King; pleading 
their .::xemption from common law. His majefl:y was highly 
difple,,fod. Upon which, Beckett haflens to Rome, and lay~ 
tlre aff.m before the Pope. The breach being made up, he 
returns ; put 0fLerwards he behavc:d with Cuch infolence~ 
that the populace da{h,,d oufhis brains when he was in tqe 
cathedr.,1 at Cantt-rbury. The king, though innocent of 
his death, fulfers the pope's wrath, who ilfues o_ut a bull; com7 
manding a day to be fet apart annua!Jy, for the wodhip of 
Tho;;·,as-a-Beckett, to implore forgivenefs for the heinous 
offence. Not only fo, but he commarids the king to be 
ftripped naked, to walk bare-foot, and to fohmit to be whip:. 
ped by divers monks, who gave him frveral lathes! ! ! 

• ' See Bennett's Syjlem of Poper1,~ 

SENTENCES 

Selecled from Mr. Henry's Expojition. 

GENESIS, CHAP. IV. 
Parents tbould bring up their children ·to buftnefs :. ·give 

then, a Bible, and a calling, and God be with them. ver. 2. 
That calling and condition in life is befr for us, and to be 

chofen by us, whic~- is befi for our fouls. ihit/. 
• J t is fit ti.at he who is the firft and befi, {houl~ have t1'e 

• • • • firfi; 



firfl: and befl: of our ti11Qe, {hength, and fervice: ver. ,4., 
There is not a damned finncr in hell, but, 1f he had done 

well, as he might have done, had been a glorified faint Ui 

'leaven. ver. 7. · • 
Good Chrifiians are the l>ell: fubjeels. ibid. 
Rafh anger is heart mu'rd~r. Ver. 8. 
Every creature is to us what God makes it; a bleffing­

ur a curfr, a comfort or a crofs. ver, 12. 

• Satan drives his va{fals from prefumption to defp.air. 
ver. 13. • _ 

Unpardoned guilt fills men with continual terrors. ver. 14. 
Thofe th t depart from· Goct, cannot fin~ re!l: any where 

.elfe. ver. 1.6. 
Many bafflle their convictions, by thru!ling themfelves 

into a hurry of world! y bufinefs. ver. I 7. 
Thofe who defert God's church and ordinances, laythem­

felves open to all manner of temptation. ver. 19. 

CHAP. V. 
Man is not his own maier; therefore he muil: not be 

~1is own ma!l:er. ver. •· 
• }Vhe11ever a good man dies God takes him. ver. 24-

CHA,. VI. 
Sin is a fpreadi,ng leprofy ver. 2. 

The blelfed fpirit !l:rivei with finners by 'the convictions 
and and aamonitions of confcience, to turn them from fin te 
Go~ ver. 3. " • • 

If the fpirit be refill:ed, quenched, and firiven againll:, thouo-h 
~€ {hive long, he )Nill not !l:ri_ve always. ibid. 

0 

Thofe are )lighly favoured whom God favours. ver. 8. 
God looks down upon thofe with an eye of favour, wk<t 

look up' to him with an. eye of faith, ver. 9. 
None !hall be faved by Chri!l: but thofe that work out 

their falvation; we cannot do 1t wiLhout God, and he will 
!IOI do it without us. ver. 1.4 .. 

CHAP. VII. 
Wherever we are, it is very defirable to have the prefence 

of God with us. .ver. I. 

There .is t_0om enough in Chrifl: for all comers. ver. I 3. 
Sanctified affiicHons are fpiritu:il promotions. vcr. 17. 
Climbing high in an outward profdlion will not bring men 

'o heaven. ver i I. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Thofe that remember God l.h<1ll certainly be remembered 

by him. ver. I. 

God has times and places of refi for his people after their 
to.flings. ver. 4. 

God confults our benefit, rather than our defires, ver. I.of .. 
He begins well that begins with God, ver. 2.0. 

Serving God with our little, is,. the way to make it more. 
ver. 2e. • 

CHAP. IX. 
Thofe that have the Lord for their God; lhall have as much 

of_ the honour and power of this world as he fees good for 
them. ver. 27. • 

CHA.t>. X. 
A familv of faints is more truly honourable tha11 a family 

of nobles. • ver. ·:21. 
-· 

CHAP. XI. 
It is wifdom to leave off that, which we fee God fights 

againfr. ver. 8. • • 
Many reach to Charran, and yet fall (hort of Canaan. v. 31: 

CHAP. Xll. 
Thofe that are in a finful ftate are concerned to make '.all 

hafi:e poffible out of it. ver. I. . 
Thofe who leave their fins and turn to God, will themfelves 

'be unfpeakable gainers by the change, ver .. 1. 
Thofe that will deal with God mull deal upon truft. ver. 3• 
All God's precepts are attended wit~ promifes to the obe• 

dient. ibid. 
Good men are the bleffings of their cpuntry. ibid. 
Thofe who fer. e and follow God themlelves, ihould do 

211 they can to bring others to ferve and follow him too. 
ver. 5. 

\Ve !hould reckon ourfelves true gainers jfwe can but 
win fouls to Chrifi. ibiJ. 
• The children of this world have commonly more of it than 

God's children. ver. 6. 
No place or condition of life can lhut '!,IS out from the 

comfortli of God's gracio11s vifits, ver, 7. 
Th, 
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The way of family worlhip is a good old way. ver. S. 
Wherever we go, let us not f<1il to take our relig_ion alon~ 

with us. ibid. 
Thofe are happy chafiifements that hinder us in a finful 

way. vcr. 17. 
Thofe that would prevent tin, mull- remove the tempt­

ation, or get out of the_ way of it. ver. 20. 

oa. 6, 1800. 

THE INSTRUCTION OF THE RISING GENERATION IN 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIC.ION 

RECOMMENDED. 

(Continued from page 330.J 

IF enquiry be made who are t0 be taught? the anfwer is at 
hand;_ certainly all, if poffible, who fi:and in need of in­
fl:ruclion. Man is born like the wild. afs's colt; and what­
ever may be his rank or fl:ation in fociety, if his parents or 
guardians do not teach him the principles of religion, he needs 
the help of others. The labouring part of the comm unity is. 
the moll: numerous, and it's moral f1:ate of the !all: importance 
to tne well-being of fociety. It mull: be mentioned, though 
very much to the di1'bonour of England, that_there is not one 
Protefl:ant country (Ireland-cannot be called one) where fo 
many of the people can neither read nor write; in which 
there has been fo grofs an ignorance of religion, and fo little 
atte_ntion to it'~ ordin.inces. Where parents are ignorant. 
as they cannot teach their children, they mull: be ignorant 
too: and thus mufl: the evil remain from . age to age, unlefs 
for11e bc11evolent man flull break the fatal ci1ain, and com­
munica,e inll:r-uB:ion. Here then is one numerous clafs of 
fcholars. ,.Jar is it to be concealed that the children of many 
of the rich, fl:a11d as much in nc:ed of religious infhuB:ion 
as the children of the poor. A{k them, " Do you under­
:!land the characl:er and perfo9ions of God; the perfon and 
office of Chril1; the Hate of man by natur~, as reprefented in 
the wo,d of truth; the way of acceptance with Gvd through 
faith in the righteuufntfs and atonement of the Saviour; the 
fl;lture of r-:generation ; ,rnd the office of the Holy Spirit 
in the wo, k of man's fal vation ?-" The _anfwer of too many 
will de111011il:rate that they alfo, though {killed in languao-es • fl: e, and fciences, need to be taught what are the tir principles 
of the:: o acles of God. Here then ii. another clafs of 
f~holars for reli,ious inHruction. 

The 
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The next obje8 of enquiry will na_turally be,'' What a'rc 
thefe young perfons to be taught r" lt requires little in­
genuity to anfwer, "do~bde(s the great and lcaQing truths 
of the gofp~l, which i11cluJe the pri11ciples both of natural 
and revealed religion." The bare 6qtli.nes will not' fuffice: 
a meagre fkeleton, without blood, aud .A.dh, and mulcles, is 
not a man lit for labo·u1' a,1d cnjoymt:nt. The in{huctioi:is 
fhould enter particularlv into the v:uious bran·ches of 
chrifi:ian do8rine .ind practice; fo that th~ perfon may 
form jufi ideas of God .ind the Redeemer; of what relates 
to his fl:ate as a finner; of the method of reconciliation with 
God; of the duties and privileges of the Chrifl:ian's life on 
earth ; and of the happinefs which awaits· him in a future 
world. 

While thefe truths are explain~d and enforced ~ith the 
utmoft care, it will be wc:11 to keep the mi_nds of y01.1th 
from being contracted by the prejudices of a party, oi 
heated and imbittered by zeal for the peculiarities of a feel:. 
If the difi:i!'lguilhing modes of this br that denomination be 
reprefented as great matters, and mighty firefs be l;aicf up-on 
them, there is rio fmall danger that the young peoFle, infiead 
of becoming liberal and catholic ch:rifiians, will be rendered 
the furious bigots for peculiar modes and forms. What mif­
chief fuch charaBers have done 1n the world, hifiory records 
in l1nes of blood. In it's lowdl- effecl:s it produces the four 
churchman and the bitter fectary, who regard each other 
with contempt or difdzin, and fit do'wn througt life, narrow­
minded zealots for their own communion. lnfiead, of this­
let them be diligently infiru8ed in the pure a!ld peaceful 
,principles of chrifiianity. Let them know well ~he grand 
rprin:;s and motives of human actions. Let it be 1mprdfod 
on their hearts a thoufand times that the relig,ion of. Jefus is 
love; and let them be taught to_ love all good men, and the 
beil: mof!:, wherever found. • . 

In what way thefe truths fhould be taught next claims en;. 
quiry. Perhaps a more benelicial way of conveying divine 
knowledge to the young and ignorant has not been d1fcovered, 
than catechifing. In a good catechifm every truth is ex­
prelfed ip thetmofi proper manner; and a rich variety of the 
n,oil: important ideas is conveyed to the mind. Much, 
indeed, depends on it's goodntfs. It lhould be pure in 
d·.8ri1!e, and clear as the light; it lhould be full, and the 
anfwt!S !hould be !horr. All the great principles of the 
gofpd fhould be explained in their nature, place, order, and 
,onneltion, with all the fimplicity that the fl~ill of man can 

poffibly 
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poffibly reach. To retain a defective catechifm, merely be­
caufe it is the catechifm of the party, and to refufe the ufe of 
a more perfect one, becaufe it is taught by a different de• 
nomination, is not manifefl:ing the fpirit ef Chrifi-, nor a due 
regard to edification ; and difcovers a want of that catholic 
an\.i enlarged temper which is necelfary to give full efficacy to 
the plan. 

['TI) be continued.] 

For the General Baptijl Magazine. 

ANECDOT.ES ON THE PRICE OF COllN AND 0TH:ilt 

ARTICLES. 

" In the reign of Edward the Firft, A. D. 1282, corn 
was firfl: fold by weight; before this time it was fold by 
meafure;~ln the reign of Henry the Seventh, A. D. 1494, 
wheat was fold for fix -pence the bufhel; and in the fame 
King's reign, A. D. 1533, beef and mutton were firfl: or­
-clered to be fold by weight; beef at a half-penny per pound, 
and mutton at thre1-farthi11gs.-In the reign of~een Mary, 
A. D. I 5-53, a b_arrel of beer, with the cafk, coil: only fix- pence; 
and four large loaves lilf bread were fold for one penny." 

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
0 NWednefday, Otl:. 9, 1800, was the half-yearly meet­
ing of fome Gen~ral Baptiits, at Chefham, Bucks. 

Minill:ers preLnt, Dan Taylor, ~f Mile End Road, Lon­
don; Joft!ph Hobbs, of Chatham, Kent; John Kin,sford 
and -- Sayer, of _Portfea, Hants; Edward .Sext0n, John 
Sexton, and Tho_mas Goughtry, of Che£ham, Bucks; Mr. 
John Shenfi:on, Gravel-lane, London, 

Mr. John Kingsfoq:I in the Chair. 
Mr. Jofeph Hobbs, and Mr.John Shenfton, Scribes. 

Met for bufine[<; .i.t feven o'clock in the morning. Mr. 
Hobbs opened the meeting with prayer. 

r. The minifl:ers, in rotation, gave fome account of the 
fiates of the re[pecti ve churc_h.:s ;it London, C,1,nham, Portf­
lllouth, and Chelham. 

VoL. IIL 3 P 2. They 
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2, They 'propofed fuch cafes of difficulty as refpelled 
their different fitua.tions, and circu111ftances, and requeficd 
advice upon them, • • .. 

J· ~onfidered what we ought further to attempt, for the 
advancement of our Saviour's interefi-. • 

At this meeting were two double ~ecl:u~es. ,·'The former 
fervice began at half pafi ten. Brothe1 Kingsford open.ed the 
meeting with prayer. Brother John Shenfione preached the 
fir!\: difcourfe, from I Pet. v. 7. "'Calling all your carC' 
upon him, for he careth for you.'' B10ther D. Taylor 
preached the fecond difcourfe, from I Tim. iii. 14, 15. 
"' Thefe things I write unto thee, hoping to-come unto thee 
:lhortly: lDut if I tarry long, that thou mayefi ,know how 
thou oughteft to behave thyfelf in the houfe uf God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
fruth. "-The latter fervice .began in the evening at a quarter 
before fix. Mr. Morris, of Ameril1am, was ki11d enough .to 
open the meeting with prayer.-The former ferm_on was de­
livered by Brother Kingsford, from So.lomon's Song, i. 3. 
" Thy name is as ointment poured forth." The Jail: fermo,n 
was delivered by Brother Hobbs, from Heb. ix. 27. f' It i,s 
appointed unto men once to _die, but after this the j udgment/' 
The hymns were read out, through both the fervices, by 
Brother Sayer. The congregations were fult That in _the 
evening was much crouded; and we trufi that Come goo~ was 
~-on~, through the bleffing of a gracious Go~ ; to whom we 
de1ire to gi.-e all the glory. 

Rifo/11ed, That the next meeting be held. at Brother John 
Shcnfton's meeting-houfe, Gravel lane, Southwark, London, 
the fecond Wedoefday in April, 1801. That Brother John 
Kingsford, of Portfea, ;md Brother G.eorge Compton, of 
Jiaarfon, Cambridgelhi,re, preach. !11 cafe of failure, Bro­
ther_ D~ Taylor, and Brother E. Se"t~n.-N. ,B. !Jrothcr 
Hobbs to preach on the Tuefday evening. 

On Sunday, the 18th of Augull, Mr. B. Pollard collecl:~d 
towards the purchafe-money of th-e m,eeting-houfe, lately 
bought at Lq_wth, in Lincolnlhire; at Mdbourn 71. IlS· 6d, 
at Ticknal 11. 9&, 2fd.-In all, ~J. os, 6fd. ' 

~i\CRED 
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POETRY. 

Jonah's Prayer. 

WHEN awful Juftice left her 
he,v'nly feat, 

To puniib Jonah for hi,s bafe retreat, 
And in the filh's belly, far from day, 
Shut him, who dar'd his God to d',fobcy; 
The prophet fl:ill would on the Lord 

!~ly, ri . , 
And thus in mournful ftra1ns enforc d • 

his cry. 
Hear me, my God, my crying fins l 

own; • 
My heinous crimes I lay before thy 

throne, 
:But I have mourn'd beneath a/llill:ion's 

rod, 
And ~ry'd to thee, my Saviour and my 

God; 
Thy gracieus ear n:ceiv'd th' affiillivc 

found ; • - -· 
Thou heard'ft my plaintive voice from! 

hell's profound. '. 
F-or thou haft caft me in the foaming I 

deep, . . •
1 :Whofe dreary furface howling tempefts , 

fweep; : 
The brinv floods deep billows rouAd me 

fpread, ' 
And foaming waves roll'd o'er my 

frighted head ; . 
,I (aid, I'm from thy prefence call:: .but 
- ftill, 
Once more I'll look towards thy holy hill. 
Ev'n to the foul, the waters clafp'd me 
• round; , 
About my head the fea's green weeds 

were bound, 
I fun~ beneath the flood's tumultuous 

race, 
'And faw eh' eternal mountainsrocky bafe,· 

Earth's poad'rous bart that fotm rhe 
frightful gaol, 

Jn dread array clos'd my afl_oniih'd foul, 
- Yet il:ill, my God, tho' horror roynd 

me lav'd,. 
Thy power my life from vile aorruJ;>tion 

fav'd: 
Tho' death appear'd in ghaftly terrors 

drefl:, • 
And my foul fainted in ray frigid breafl: ; 
Thy mercies, powerful God, I call'd to 

mind; 
T~ tender love, and pity for mankind. 
Nor was the thought, the glorious 

thought in vain, 
(Mercy will liften, Jhould diftref1 com-

pl.in) • 

My fervent prayer reach' d to thy awful 
throne ; 

Thy holy temple, where thou reig11'tl: 
alone .. 

Thofe who to lying vanitie; attend, 
Forfake that mercy heav·n wo~Jd deign 

' to fend, -
But I, to Thee, will facrifice alone; 
The voice of joy fuall make thy good­

• nefs known. 
My vows l'JI now with glowing plea­

fore pay, 
And fpread eh y praifes thro' the realms 

oi day. 
Thou kindly Jillen'fl:, and compaffion 

·1hows; 
From Thee, and Thae alone, falvation 

flows, 
T.J. 

H Y M N, 

On tl1e Ordination of Deaco1u. 

WHA '{ fight on earth fo fair 
As Chrift"s own church appears? 

Where love and peace prevail, 
Amorig it's worlhipers j 

And ev'ry one in order ftands, 
Glad to p•rform his Lord's commands, 

'Ti, like a well-tun'd harp, 
Of fweetcft harmony: 

Play'd by a lkilful hand 
To notes uf eci\afy: 

The foundingjoy, thrills thro' e,ch vein, 
A~d angels ftoop to hear the ftraia. 

It's minifters' arr.iv 
Are robes of righteoufnefs : 

The tidings which they bring, 
Are meffages of &race, 

To hoftile foes, thro' Jefus' blood, 
To reconcile them unto God. 

It's officers are clad 
With meek humility ; 

Whofe province is to care 
For ChriR's poor fam:!y; 

May thofe this day we fet apart, 
The talk fulfil with cheerful he.1r1, 

0 ! may the fpirit ibed, 
His influence fi-om aboTe, 

On thofe we ROW ord,io, 
And thus our choice approve; 

We all will join with one accord 
_To fcrve e"h other ia the LoAD. 
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Put on the 'CL•holt 1Armour of God. 
Ephe. vi. u. 

YE foldicrs of the Lord moll: High, 
Gird on your noble panoply, 

Prepare till meet your foe : 
Jn re■dinefs be always found, 
The war lies o'er enchanted ground; 

That you are call'd to go. 

'-\'hik enemies on either hand, 
You rnuft encounter and withlland; 

Nor d,re to 1hun the field : 
Your Capra in calls you to the fight ; 
'Tis h lhall put your foes to flight i 

Tbcn fcorn, my friends, to yield. 

Stand not on fallhood, nor on pride, 
With truth be girt nn every fidr ; 

With gofpel peace be lhud 
Let righteoufncfs yoar breall: adorn, 
TLis holy breall:-plate rnuft be ,.·orn, 

By every child of God. 

Let fajth and love your bofoms graet, 
This :lhicld old Satan cannot face; 

Hi! fiery darts muft fall. 
Hope /hall infpir11 you with renown, 
"This helmet lhall precede a crown, 

That lhall requite for all. 

1k verfc:d well in holy writ : 
Your foes kave ~uch fatanic wit, 

With them you rnuft conreft: 
With two edg'd fword and ikilful hand, 
.Muft bid them all at dilhncc ftand, 

Or you will be rcprefs'd. 

Continue inftant at the throne, 
Jly pT•yer let your requell: be known 

To your indulgent God. 
Your every ,rievance he'll redrcfs, 
Your every want fupply, and blef, 

Your foul with grace and love. 

Take every virtue, cYery grace, 
Leave no unguarded open place, 

But fortify the whole, 
:Be eamcft in the noble firife, 
,And you /ha1l win,ieternal life, 

.AD~ fave y .. ur precious foul, 

JeCus, your leader, and your waf, 
Will with a watchful eye Curvey, 
' And fQU lhall nevct tire, .. 
Yoadcr, by taitli, behold him 11:aml, 
A crown of gl,,ry in his hJnrl, 

With courage to 111fpire. 

'' He that tlull overcori1e ( he cries) 
" I;II make a pillu in the Jkie, ;" 

« The manJlo'ns of the blcll: 
" Within the temple of my God, 
" Endlefs lhaJI be his blell: abod.: • 

•· Eternal is his reft." 

Infcriptions of immortal fame, 
Th• eternal God and Jefos' name 

He lhall fot ever bear; 
There on a t~rone l'JJ raife bim high; 
Immortal blifs and endlefs joy. 

He Jlull for ever ihare. 

T.J," 

0'11. Divine Love. 

COULD we with ·ink the ocean fiJI, 
Was the whole earth of par~hmc-llt 

made; • 
Was every fingle ftick a quiU, 

And every man a fcribe by trade; 
To write the Jove, 
Of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry·; 

Nor could the fcroll, 
Contain the whole, 

Though ftretch'd from ,ky to_ sky. 

EPITAPH, 

By Mr. Robiefon, of Cambridge. 

BOLD infidelity turn pale and die, 
Beneath this lil:one fo"r infants alhes 

lie. . • 
Say-are they loll: or fav'd 1--

Tb\ls 2rm'd with breall:-plate, 
an.:! fword, 

If death's by tin, they finn'd bccaufe 
they're here; 

ihicld, If hcav'n'• by works, in !1e1v'n they 

AAd fa:thful to the facred word, 
~·; friends be v .. d1anr all. 

Sbo .. id you recant, and courage l.1ck,• 
You have no armow- for the back, 

Defc:,cclcf, ycu mi.A C.11-

can't appear; •• 
Reafon oh how dcprav'd I 

Revere the B,blc'1(auc:d P•i•• the knot.'• 
untied1 

Thuy died for' Adam liDA'd, thcJ Jive 
foJr Jcfa1 died. 

,0,-0, 
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BIOGRAPHY. 

A SHORT ACCOUN'I' ·OF THE CHARACTER OF THE R.J!V. 

GEORGE TROSSE, OF EXETER. EXTRACTED FROM HIS 

LIFE, WRITTEN BY MR. ISAAC GILLING. 

MR. George Trolfe was born in Exeter, Ocl:ober 2~, 
r6;p, and died.Jan. u, 1713, in the eighty-f::cond year of 
his age. • • 

" He was a man of {l-ricl: morals, and fevere honelly; j ufi: 
in rendering to all their due, faithful in difcharging his trufi-, 
and punc\u,il in fulfilling his promife. With what warmth 
and earne!lnefs would he plead for what appeared to him equal 
and reafonable ! J ultice was a virtue, for which he had fo 
great an affeB:ion, as fometimes to break out. into a fhort 
paffion in her quarrel. 

" His friendthip was fincere, and his love without diffimu­
latioit. He did n<lt walk in craftinefs, but acl:ed with fuch 
fimplicity, and godly fincerity, that they who differed from 
him in opinion, and from that difference were not apt to 
think or fpeak too favuurabl y of fuch as he, gave him t!:e 
char.iB:er of an honefl man. He !hewed a moll: ingenuous 
difpolition, very fenfiole of any kindnefs done him, and won­
derfully grateful to his benefacl:ors. He lived, not only free 
from grofs mifcarriages, but did thine as a light in the world 
in all the parts of his c,,nverlation. 

" In company he was chc-arful and pleafant, and withal 
ct:ave and ferigus. He ab!lained from indecent leviti1:s, 

V 01.. lll. 3 Q fcarcc 
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fcarcc ever fell into profufe laughter, and \tas careful te giv'l!r 
no offence in any thing, that the miniftry might not be: 
blamed. He took oppo1tunities to begin and promote profi .. 
table difcomfo, and when he had a profpec\ of doing good, 
would be fure to drop fomething that was ferious. Na cor ... 
rupt communication proceeded out of his mouth, and where 
that which was good and edifying was not entertained, he 
grew uneafy, and fometimes departed fooner than he intended; 
for he thought t.'-iat time loft which was· fpent in nothing but 
idle chat; yet he thewed great prudence, that he might not 
cxpofe religion, or himfelf by difcourfing about holy things 
unfeafonab ly. 

" He dilcovcred a publick. fpirit, cried mightily unto God 
for the remnant of the ·protefiants abroad that a1e left, and 
preferred the profperity of the church above his chief joy. 
He {hewed a pious zeal for the national church in the day of 
})er diftrefs. Thou~h he conld not fubmit to all her impofi­
tions, yet he frequented her public worfuip. And his fuffer­
ings for nonconformity did not abate his hearty concern for 
her welfare. When great endeavours were ufed to fubvert 
and extirpate the prote!lant religion, and the laws and liber­
ties of the na,ion; when he faw a roman catholic high 
fheriff of the county of Devon, and· a ma.fs-houfe opened _iR 
his native city, in order to fetluce the ignorant and unfl:able, 
he fet himfelf to confute the errors of the church of Rome, 
and endeavoured to efl:abl ilh people· in the truth, and' to 
prepare them for a day of trial. He had feen fomething of the 

• ignorance and bigotry of the papifis in France, and more in 
Portugal, and dreaded the thoughts of the return of popery 
into England. He neither preache~ in church-time during 
king James's liberty, left it fuould be conftrued as if he had 
favoured that difpenfing power,. on which his declaration was 
founded; nor would he join in any ~ddref~ of thanks for it, 
that he might not feem acce!fary to the defigns of fuch as 
were patrons cf papery, or arbitrary ~overnmcnt,. 

" Among thofe other gr:ices which were vifihle in his 
converfation, his charity was very remarkable. This is the 
fum and fubfi:a.nce, the fcope ,,nd end of Chrill's royal 
law, the chief of the tb::ological virtues,. the prime fruit of' 
the fpirit, and a fac~ifice pleafing to God ; an<l herein he ha4 
few equals. He was a man of an excellent fpirit, his mind 
was filltd with 1,0ble and ?cnerous defigns, ·and he abhorred 
all that w;.s fo1did :nd Llfifh. He took as much delight io 
difperling and givins to the poor, as others do in heaping up 
J iches. He biJ a h.r JC hi,;art, full of tender compaffion to 

the 
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th~ poor and dilhelfed, and kept one pocket always furni!hcd 
w1_tl.1 money on purpofc to relieve them. He dcvifed liberal 
thm~s, and woul<l fuy, ' That only is laid up which is laid 
o~t 1_11 charitable deecl6.' 'He went up ,tnd down doing good, 
vilittng the fatherlcfs and widows m their :dRiB:ions. He 
difl:ributed to the ncceffity of faints. The blelling of him 
th!t was ready to periih came upon him, arid he caufed tho 
widow's heart to ling for jov. He was ey,:s to the blind, 
and feet was he to the lame. He fed the hun~ry, cloathed the 
naked, vilited and comforted the poor in their lickneffts and 
calamities. 

" So various .were the objeB:s, fo frequent the aes of his 
boun~y, that it is no eafy matter to enu:1,erate them: I lhall 
men~10n Come particulars which are worthy of imitation. His 
chanty was large and extenlive, neither fiinted a:; to ,he 
meafures and proportions, nor confined as to the objeas of it. 
He abounded in this grace, being willing to give to his 
power, yea, and beyond his power. He laid afide the tenth 
part of what he r.:ceived for preaching, and of all gifts and le­
gacies, as a fund for charitable ufes, which he would never 
alienate any part of; to which he added much more, as there 
was occalion, giving away at leaO: fevenry pcu,,ds a ye2r. 
f!.e was not_ fl:rait~handed in his al ns, n ,r could he fatisfy 
h1mfelf to give by pitiful fcantli11gs and dbbblets; bu~ he 
fowed plentifully. He gave forty pounds to the workhoufe. 
Jn the year 1709, when corn and coals we.-e dear, he gave ten 
pounds to Mr. Edward Collins ( then May ,r of Exon) by 
him to be difiributed among the poor. He was frugal and 
fparing towards himfelf, that he might be rich in good works, 

and might liberally fupply fuch as were in great want. 
" Be/ides what he gave1 as occafion otf~red, n-1any had a 

fiiare in his frated Glilnfl:aot charity, He contributed yearly 
to the fupport and mainten"nce of po0r miniflers in his life, 
and left Cevera) legacies to fuch at his death. The F r~n<;h 
refugees, thofe noble confe{fors, who were driven over hither 
by the nivo.cation of the edict of N ants, and the bloody perfe­
cution which enfued thereon, had larg~ fupplies from his 
bounty; to one French minifler he gave five pounds per 
annum. He was a great encourager, and a confiderable be­
nefaB:or to many hopeful young men who were deli~ned far 
the minillry. He took care of the education of one, procured 
him a handfome allowance, and left him half his lludy ( e~­
cept Eng)ilh books) at his death. To another he c9ntri 
buted for fcveral years, while he was at a grammar fchool, 
and wbcn he e11tcred upon academical fiudies, doubled his 

3 Q. 2 contd ... 
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contributiM, He tave largely towards the keeping· poor 
children at (chool ; relieved many prifoners for deb't, and 
gave no fmall fums to feveral of them, in order to obtai11 
tl~t'ir liberty, and to others to prevent their being cafl: into 
prifon. He paid a great deal for phy11c for fome who could 
not well do 1t themfelves. He h;!d a particular regard to 
fuch as ,once lived well, who, by' c4lamiteus providences, 
were brought into H.ra1ts. He fucwed great kindnefs to 
"1idows ai,d fatherlcis children, efpecially to the widows, and 
pofieriry of pious minifl:ers. He readily gave forty ihillings 
towards the putting one fuch orphan to a trade. His· heart 
and harid were open to poor houfe-keepers, who laboured 
hard, and had a ~reat charge of children. 

" His charity was not confined to a .party; nor did he con­
fider men's opinions, but their wants and necefiities. He 
would not turn away his face from any in difl:refs, whatever 
their perfua11ons were. He had a heartv love for all who were 
found in the fundamentals of the chrifiian religion, and led 
their lives conformably to it's rules, though they differed 
from him in leffer matters. He did many acls of kindnefs for, 
and was very ferviceable to many of the church party; 
among whom, not a few of the gentry tha,;kfully acknow­
ledged the benefit and £omfort they received by his prayers 
and counfels, when they were vifited with ficknefs, or Jay 
under fpiritual trouble, and had great refpecl: for him as long 
as they lived. He hath lent fcores of pounds gratis to fome of 
the clergy, when in flraits, and been very free in his gifts to 
others. He gave liber~lly to one clergyman to free him out lllf 
prifon, and readily lent fame pounds to another, to prevent 
his being fent thither ; carrying the money to him over Ex­
bridge, when he lay under arrdl. He gave ten {billings to 
another to help buy him a gown and Caffock, He did not 
enquire what particular perfuafions they were. of, on whom he 
bellowed his oounty; but whether ·they were diflrdfed, 
{ober, and virtuous. When he was told that one whom he had 
liberally relieved was no dilfenter,he replied,' That's no matter, 
provided he was a fit obje8 of chatity.' An eminent merchant, 
and alderman of Exeter, who was fober, tkilful and indufl:ri­
ous, was fallen into decay by many loITes during the wars: 
he being about to fend his fon beyond the·feas, this good man 
furniihed him with a confiderable fum to tlefray the charge of 
his paffage, and afterward gave him more to put him into a 
habit fit for the bufinefs in which he was to engage. Th, 
alderman and his fon were both of the eftabliihed church, and 
no way related to this their benefaaor. His imprifunment, 

and 
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and other hardlhips received, from his fellow citizens, did not 
hinder him from giving a valuable legacy to the chamber of 
Exeter. 

" His charity was fincere and difinterefted. Some fclfilh 
people give a little, hoping to receive much, and_ fo their love 
degenerates into traffic and merchandizc; but he gave, look­
ing for nothing again. Many are very officious ab0ut fick 
perfons, and feem to fyrnpathiz: with them in their pains and 
forrows, when their defign is to get a gnod legacy; whereas 
they would be thougltt mourning doves, they more refemble 
greedy vultures, who are drawn by the [cent of a fat carcafe. 
f>n which they hope to feed: But he rcfufed money when 
«ilfered by the rich, whorn he vifited in ficknef.~ or trouble. 
and c_ommonly befi:owc:d temporal and fpiritual relief together 
on the poQr; being never backward to offices of kindnefs to­
.wards the meanefi: who defired his affifl:ance, either f<.Jr fouJ 
or body. 

" His heart was fet u-pon doing good : This made him 
wait for, and rejoice in opportunities of being ufeful and bene­
ficent. He was reJdy to-dillribute, willing to communicate; 
and took care of his flock, not by con(l:raint, but willingly; 
not for filthy lucre, b1.1c of _a ready mind. Neither the 
length of the way, the feverity of the weather, nor his own 
weaknefs, or the danger of infection hindered him from 
vifiting lick or dying perfons, when he was defired. Many 
infl:ances. of this might be given, I will mention a few. 
Some years ago thei:e happened a contagious fever at the 
W orkhoufe among the poor people ; one of them who \Vas 

very lick fent-for him on a public fafr. When he had ended 
his work in the alTembly, as he was going to vilit this poor 
111an he found himfelf faint, his fpirits being exhaulled with 
laqour .tnd abllinence; for he had ea~n nothing all the day 
till that time, which was four of the clock:: This obliged him 
to eat a morfel or two of dry bread at a friend's houfe without 
South-gate ; aftet whic;h he went to the \V ork-houfe among 

. the infected people. He had fuch love to fouls, that he 
never refufed to Vilit fick perfons in the moll infeclious dif:. 
tempers. He was fent for by a poor man who lay very ill in 
a fpotted frver; the apothecary advifed him nut to kneel, or 
frand near the fick man, becaufe qf the malignity of the 
difeafe: But his (,irits being funk, and his voice lew, Mr. 
Troffe IJid his ear clofe to the mouth of this dying man. He 
aid not count his labour, his purfe, his health <le.ir unto him, 
when he was i_n the way of his duty. 

'' He 
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« He did not give grudgingly, or of neccllity, but loved 
mercy, and fllewed it with chearfulne(s. When a proper 
objel1 was recommended, there needed not many w01 ds; for 
he did good offices unfought, and often beftowed his alms un""' 
a<ked. One time as he pafled by the alms-hou(es uear Nor­
therr1-Hay, he gave fo 1 ,ething to the poor people, and faid 
to thofc who were with him, ''Tis a mercy we have ohjeds 
of charity, wherein we may fbew our love to Jefus Chrj!l.' 
He neither held the di{heifed in fufpenfe by needltfs delays, 
nor mocked them "'ith feigned pretences, but gave willingly 
~nd fpeedily, kn;)wing that he gives twice who gives qu1ck.,y. 

"He ilic'wed prudence, both as to the objects and meafures 
of his charity, giv,ng moft largely to fuch as h.•d greatefi: 
need, and were mofi deferving. The wodl-, who were re­
duced co great extremity received Corne fuccour from him. 
Even common beggars, though he did not ordinarily give to 
them in the ftreet, if they followed him to his door\ he would 
give t!iiem fomething; but for good men, who ar!! the excel­
lent of the earth, he.had a high efreem, an~ towards them his 
charity flowed. To one he gave four pounds per annum, to 
fome forty ilii11ings, to Come twenty, to others ten ; and he 
was fo punaual in his payments, that thl:re was no need to 
put him in mind of his prornifes, or of the time of performing 
them. He alfo ihewed mercy in lending to Cuch as were in 
low circum{hnces, that he might put them into a capacity to 
maintain their families by their own induftry. To Come he 
lent upon low interefi, at four per cent. to other5 freely, with­
out any. 

" When he gave alms he did not found a. trumpet befor-; 
him, but managed his charity with deep fecrecy. S,everal in-· 
fl-ances have appeared fine!: his death, which were concealei. 
before; as the ten p=nds to alderman Collins, fome bond:.~ 
and a note for five and twenty pounds lent to poor 1ne1J, 
with orders to his executrix to take no interefi: to the time o( 
his deceafe. When the days of payment came, he frequently 
carried his contributions himfelf, and he would go into the 
hou(es of the poor, as if it_ were by flealth, and give them 
both money and good advice. He was not mewed by a prin­
ciple of vain glory, and therefore was neither his own heralc!. 
to proclaim his good deeds, nor did he aelight to ~ear others 
rehear(e them. 

"And as he was full of mercy, and alms-deeds himfelf, ft;, 
he provoked others unto love, and to good works. Whe,~ 
any motion was made for a collection, whether for the public 
~ood, or for private perfons, he would animate f1.1ch as pro-: 
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pa(ed it, and by his own example draw out others charity: 
This ma<le thofe who were employed in collecting in the city, 
commonly go firfl: to him, who, for the moft part fet fu.ch a 
pattern as f.:w Jid care to follow, often giving four times as 
much as fome who h<!,d four times his eftate. He fometimes 
QJade ufe of h~s own generolity, as a moti 1e to the rich to 
excite their bounty to the poor. He would never accept 
money from rich or poor (as I have been informed) for 
baptizing children: If an-y were urgent with him, he took 
what they offered, but told them he would give it to the poor, 
which he would be fure to do. Having baptized, awl 
preached a funeral fermon for a child of one of his hearers> 
the parent importuned him to ac-cept of a guinea, which he 
abfolutely refufed, but faid, ' When an objecl- pf charity 
prefelits, perhaps I may come to' you for it.' He alfo re­
comme,"lded this d1:1ty to his hearers from the pulpit, and 
encourageJ them to- the practice of it. ' This grace (faid he) 
makes us like God himfolf. There can be no greater glory 
than· to imitate the unapproachable glory of the Deity. God 
is lilterality, bounty, munificence towards all: And the i.ore 
liberal, bountiful and free any are, !hll the more like they are 
to God. The exercife of this grace is attended with delight: 
It rejoices the-heart of a faint when he re*ds on his bounty 
and liberality. He blelfes God more when he has given him 
a large heart,. than if he had all che treafures of the world 
committed to him. The moll, and greatell: promifes of tem­
poral things are made to this grace, and fpiritual and eternal 
bleffings are alfured to it. They who Ja}' out their eftates 
and treafures on earth in charitable and pious actions, boun­
tifully and frc~ly, • lay them up in heaxen, where they are 
everla!l:ingly fecured. By a pious and charitable d:ftribution 
of riches, which we can well fpare from ourfelves and 
families, we lay up a good_ foundation for the time to come, 
that with a great deal of conhdence, when we come to die, we 
may lay hold on eternal life.' 

" He kept a confbnt watch over his heart and ways, 
guard111g againll- the particular temptations wi eh which h~ 
was affaulrcd. He lheweJ great tendernefs towJrds others, 
being ready to excute them, and make favourable :dlowances 
to them i,.__ but he was !hi8: in ex;imining, and fevere in 
judging himfrlf His humility, and holy fear and jealoufy 
c.iver his own heart, rnade l-iim live in a cont1ant depend:irwe 
upon the affifiance of the holy fpirit. He w;1s univerfally 
~onf1.:ientious ; his thoughts, his words, his aflions were all 
wnder the ~omm<1-nd ~f reli~ious priucipks. He w;ilkeJ with 
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God in the whole courfc of his life, and had refpecl: to all hi,g 
c:ommandments. His ccmverfation was fo exemplary, that 
I dare appeal to all that knew him in the words of the apofl-le, 
• Ye are witnefles-how holily, and ju{lly, and unblameably 
he behaved himfelf among you that believe,' 

" He filled up his particular relations with duty. He was 
very rcfpeB:ful and obedient to his mother, After his repen­
tance and recovery from his di!lraclion, he wrote thus to her; 
• I refolve not quite to iliake off all filial duty, becauTe 
hitherto I have been undutiful; but to fubmit myfelf to your 
dtfpof.i.l, here, and wherever elfe I iliaH be upon earth : 
Knowing obedience to parents is the firfi commandment witli 
promife; for the breach of which chiefly, I think thefe· 
:afflidions have befallen me, next to the forgetfulncfs of my 
Mak:er.-1 am alhamed to think of returning to you, wh_en I 
confider the tears, and, as I fear, the drops of blood which· 
my relapfes have drawn from your eyes and heart.' In a 
Jetter from Oxford, he thus declares his refolution: ' The 
:remembrance of my former fi:ubbornnefs and rebellion ihall 
Le a heightening &f your love t~ward me, and, I hope, a 
:humbling of myfelf before God in earnefi petitions, that none 
of thofe judgments my fins have eeferved may ever come upon 
our family, or any perfon thereof;- and it fhall be a fpur to 
my foture obedief)ce, that as heretofore I have led the van of 
lllldutifol children,-now I may be ambitious to be in the 
front of fuch as are dutiful.' Other lttters difcover how 
carneil:ly he de/ired her welfare and happinefs. In one he 
writes, ' I rejoice to hear of your welfare, which, next to 
my peace with God, and the profperity and iRcreafe of the 
people of God, is the thing I delire.' In another, ' Next my 
ewn foul's falvation, I have no one thing .nearer to my heart 
than yours.' Before he was married, he would fay, ' I have 
110thing to do in the world but-to ferve God, and pleafe my 
mother.' And in another of his letters, he profdfes, ' As 
long :..s my interefi: at the throne of grace continues, you 
:lhall have my prayers, and as long as I have a heart, my love 
.ind obfervance; and as long as life and fl:rength, my duty 
..nd fervice! 

" When he had a family he walked within his houfe with a 
perfetl heart, and was an example of fl:riB: and ferious god­
lincfs. A. D. 1680, he married Sufanna, the daughter of 
Mr. Richard White, a noted merchant in Exeter, of whom 
he himfelf fays,· that 'She was pious and religious, pn,dent 
2nd frugal, foher and temperate, fedate and compofecf, 
fel,Jom or never moved with pafilon,-a very delightful and 
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:advantageous yoke-fellow.' He was an affectionate hu!band to 
ber, a11d mo!l compaflbnately tender of her in afflictions; h~ 
made provifion for her by his vrill, and left her a comfortable 
maintenance. He paid great ref pell: to_ he.r parents, and was 
kind an~ obliging to her brothers and fi!lers. He once took 
a journey of near fourfcore miles, on purpofe to vifit and 
comfort.one of her tillers, when fhe laboured under fpiritual 
trouble. 
• u To.his fervants· he was a kind_ and gentle mafl:er, being 

careful of them in h::al_th _and licknefs, infl:rutling them in, 
and_ exhorting t 11em to their duty, and calling upon them to 
red.;em ti,me f .. ,r _fc:c~et prayer, His meek and quiet fpirit 
made him eafy with t\is ,dumeftics ; he neither fpake roughly 
to them for trivial matters,. nor did he aggravate fuch faults 
as were committed through for~etfulnefs, but rather excufed 
wha~ wa_s_ not finful. .,. 

IllSNOP BUR,NET's Ll_VF.S AND SUFFERINGS OF 

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 

THE LIFE 9F THE MOST REV, FATHER JN GOD, THOMAS 

CRANMER, L0R!!l ARCHBISHo·P OP" CANTERBURY: 

THIS great prelate WJS the fon of Thomas Cranmer, Efq" 
a gentleman of an ancient' and wealthy family, that came in 
with the Conq11erot; and was .born at Afiatlon, in Nottino-­
hamfhire, J u"!y 2, I :98. His father died while he was ve;y 
you11g :_ And his ,not her, when he was fourteen years old, 
fent him to Cambridge. He was eletl:ed fe!low of Jcfus 
College; where he was fo well beloved, that when his frll"w­
fhip was vacant by marriage, yet his wifo dying about a 
year after, the ma(ter and_ fellows chof.: him again. This 
favour he fo grateful I y acknowledged, that when he was no­
minate<il to a fellowthip in cardinal W olfey'~ new foundation 
at Oxon, though the fa!Jry was much rnore conliderable, 
and the way to preferment more ready, by tl,e favour of the 
cardinal, he: nevenhtle{s uecli11e<l it, a11d chufe rather to con­
tinue with his old follow cullegians, who had given him fo 
fingular a proof d thiir afLd1on. 

In the .year.1532, he commenced doclor in divinity, \-ei 1g 
then in the thirty-fourth year uf ,1is age, and bei11g in i-'.L,t 
efleem for theological learning, he was c~ofc11 re:ider o; the 
aivi11,~y lecl:ure in his own colkg,:, and appoim-:..: by r .: 
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Univedity to be one of the examiners of thofe who took their 
deo-rces in divinity. Thcfo candidates .he examined chiefly 
ou~ of the fcriptures; and finding many of them gtofly 
ignorant thereof, having thrown away their time on the dark 
p-:rpl, xities, and ufelef.~ queftions, of the fchoolmen; he re~ 
j~cl:ed them as infufficient; advifing them to apply themfelves 
clofely to the ftudy of the holy fcriptures, before they came for 
their degrees; it being fhameful for a profeffor of divinity t() 
be udkilled in that book, wherein the knowledge· of God, 
2nd the grounds of divinity lay. And though fome ha_ted 
him for this, yet the more ingenuous publicly returned him 
thanks, for having been the means of their great improve­
ment in the found knowledge of religion. 

During his refidence at Cambridge, the quefiion arofe 
concerning king Henry's diYorce, and the plague ,breaking 
out in the Uni\·crfity about that time, he retired to Waltham­
Abbey: \Vhere cafually meeting with Gardiner and Fox, the 
one the king's fecretary, the other his almoner;, and dif­
courfing with them about the divorc@:; he greatly corn:. 
mended the expedient fuggefted to the king by cardinal 
Wolfey, of confulting the divines of our own and the foreigR 
Univerfities; which he thought would brini the matter to a 
fhort iff"ue, and be the fafefr and furdl method of giving the 
.king's troubled confcience a well-grounded fati5faction. 
This converfation Fox and Gardener related to the king; 
who immediately fent for him to court, and a~miring his 
grayity, modefty and. learning, refolved t-0 cheri1h anq 
promote him. Accordingly he made him his chaplain; and 
gave him a good bendice: He was alfo nominated by him to 
be arch-deacon of Taunton. At the king's command he 
drew up his own judgment of the_ cafe in writing; and fo 
folidly defended it in the public fchool at Cambridge, that he 
brought ever diverfe of the contrary part to his opinion; 
particularly five of thofe fix docl:ors, who had before given in 
their judgment to the king, for the lawfuinefs of the pope's 
difpenfation with marrying the brother's "ife. 

ln a matter of Co great in1porta11ce, it maynot be improper 
to give an abfiracl: of thofe arguments, to which they, who 
with Dr. Cranmer favoured· the divorce, grounded their 
judiinent. Thefe were taken partly from fcripture; from 
fathers, councils, and fchoolmen. 

From fcripture thc-y :.rgued, " That the prohibited degrcc~­
in Leviticus were not only obligatory to the Jewi!h nation, 
but moral precepts and the primitive law of marriage; as 
appeared from the ju<lgments denounced againft the Cana-
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'anites for the violation of ~he:n, and t!1Lir bc.iog faid to have 
polluted the land thereby; which cannot be accounted for, if 
thde were only pofnive- Jewifh conllitutir,ns: That arr,01,g 
thofe prohibited deg1·ees, th.: marriage with the br'.lthc:r's wife 
W;is one, Lev. xviii. 16. a11d xx 2t. And that' the breach 
of thefe precepts wa~ c~iled an unclean thi ,1~, mcke<lnef.; ,md 
an abomination: That the difpenf.tti•m in Deut•:ro110,11y of 
marrying with the brother's wife, on] y fhewed, that the 
foundation of the law was not in it's own ndture j.-.,,nutable, 

-lt.uc might be difpenfed with by immediate divine revdatiori; 
b1H that it did not fullow, that the pope by '1is ord1n"~Y au­
thority could difpede with it: AnJ to pretend the fenfe ufthe 
_precept to be only a prohibition of having th·· f~ther's wife in 
his I 1fe-time, was a poor low cavil, it b~ing u.ii verfall y un-

' lawful to h~ve any man's wife what~ver, whilt: he was yet 
living. • 

The conllant tradition of the church was clear againrt the 
lawfolnt:fs c>f the marriage. Origen on Lev xx. St. Chry­
fofi-om on Matt. xxii. and ~t Bafil in his icpiltl~ to U1udo­
rus, exprefsly affert thefe precepts to be obligatory uncl~r the 
gofpel; and in tl1e Latin church, St. A,ubrofe, Jerome and 

'Aufi-in were of the fame opinion. And Tertullian, who 
"lived within an a·ge after the apoftle.-., iA his fourth book 
againfl: Marcion, affirms, that the law of not marrying the 
brother's wife does ffill oblige chrifl:ians. Pope Gregory the 
Great, had given the fame determination, in anfwer to Auflin 
the fir ft arch bi fhop of Canterbury; and di reeled him to ad, 1 fe 
all, who had married their brother's wife, to look on th;:ir 
·marri"ge .is a moll grievous fin, and to feparate from her 
fociety. Othe_r popes had declared the•11felves of the fame 
judgment; and particularly lnnocen! the Third had wrote 
with great vehemence againfi fuch marriages. 

To thefe were adclcd many tettimo:1ies from the writers of 
late agls, and the fchoolmen and canoni~s; but the judgment 
'o( the purell antiquity being fo full and exprefs, I fhall pafs 
them over, as· l~fs _ material ; on) y obf ... rving, that on the 
contrary fide none could be produced, before Wickliffe.and 
Cajetan, who looked on thefe prohibitruns as only branches 
of the judicial law of the Jews. • 

"The fecond canon of the Council of Neo-c:efarea de­
crees, that if a ·woman· were married to two brothers, fue 
1houla be excommunicated till death; and that the man who 
married his brother's wife lhould he anathematized: Which 
wa, confirmed in a council held by Pope Gr, g;ory the St"cond. 
The fifty-firft c6'no1i of the Council at A~ut: m:k~ns the 
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marriage with his brnther's wife among incl'{h,ous marriag~, 
and <leered, that ~11 fuch marri..1g<'s arc null, and the parties 
fo cont, acting to be excommunicated till they feparate from 
~ac·1 other. AnJ the contr .iry doctrine and error of 
W;c.Jiffe h:.d been condemntd, not onlv in Convbcition at 
L'.'ndon aud Oxon, but in the generai Council of Con­
ftance." 

And becaufe fomc endeavours w~re ufed to evade all this b.y 
a pretence, that the m~rriagt with prince Arthur was never 
confommated; it was farther alled6ed, "That confumma­
tic1n was not n:.:cdfary to n1ake a mat riage compleat, as 
might be inferred fro11 Deut, xxiii. 24. whe, ea woman, who 
wai; only c:fpoufed to a man, if ihe admitted another to her 
bed, is commanded to be fioned as an adulterefs j and the man 
is 1aid to have humbled his neighbour's wife: And though 
J ofcph had never confummated t_he marriage with the Bleffed 
Virgin, )et it ;;ppe.;rs from Matt. i. 19. that he could not 
put her away, without a folemn eill of divorce." 

But in this cafe, there was not the leafi ground to imagine, 
that th, marriage had not been confecrated. The marriage­
bed was fol~mnly bleffed when they were put into it; they 
were f,,,en publicly in bed together f.ir Cevera! days after. The 
Spani!h amkfT .. dor had, by his mailer's ·orders, taken proofs 
of the confummation of the marriage, and fent them into 
Spain: And the young pri1:ce, who was then fixteen, had by 
many expreffions given his f rvanrs caufe to believe, that it 
was con!urnrJ;ated the firfi night. Nay it wa;; thought, that 
bis too early marriage haficn:d his death, he having been 
ftrong, vigorous and healthy bef-,re it j but afterwards de­
clining apace, which was attributed to his being 100 uxorious. 
After his death his brother was not created prince of 
Wales till ten months were e_lapfed, that they might be certain 
that the princefs was not with child, before they conferred 
that honour upon him. She herlelf never faid any thing to 
the contrary ; and in the petition offered to the pope in her 
name, as repeated in his bull, it is faid, that· the marriage was 
puhaps confummated: Nay fa_rther, in the pope's bri<:f, it is 
plainly confeffed, that the marnaie was conlecrated by ~arnal 
copulation. 

In the year I 53e, Dr. Cranmer was fent by the king t• 
difpute on this fubjecl at Paris, Rome, and in other foreign 
parts. At Rome he ddivered his book to the pope, and 
offered to juffify it in a public difputation: But after fundry 
promifes and appointment~, none appearecl to oppofe him 
publicly; an.I in more P,rivate c;onfeienccs he forces them to 

<:onfofs 



THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 443 
~onrefs, that the marria~e was contrary to the law of God. 
The pope confl:ituted him pc:erntentiary general of England., 
and difmifie<l him. In Ger 111any he gave full fatisfaltion to 
many learned men, who were before of a contrary perfualion; 
and prevailed on the famous Oliander, to declare the kin g's 
marriage, in his treatife of incefluous marriages, and to 
draw up a form of clirecl:1on how the king's procefs fhould be 
managed ; which was frnt over to England. Before he left 
Germany, he was m~rr ed to Ofiander's niece; whom, when 
he returned from his embaffy, he d1c1 not take over with him, 
'but fent for her privately in 1534. 

( To he continued. ) 

SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
For the GeneralBaptiji Magllzine. 

FUNERAL SERMON FOR MR, C. NORTON. 

( Continued from p. •P 5.) 

Seco,ndly, THIS leads me to the fecond thing propofed: 
Which is, to enforce the exhortation by a confideration of 
fome of the bleffings which are promifed. " That ye be not 
11.o.thful; lmt followers of them, who through faith and pa ... 
tience inherit the promifts." . Promifes; i;rornifc:s of God, 
are precious things! How dear to the true believer! What 
great things have been done in days of old, through a regard 
to the promifos ! And why not now? For God and the pro­
mifes are the fame as ever. What bleffings are promifed to 
the faithful people of nod? I. Rell. They inherit reil:. 
Sacred, holy and everJafiing refi. _ 

J. They refi, from their labou.rs. - They no longer work 
and toil for a morfel of bread, as they many of them did in 
this poor world. Thi;:y are now releafcd from all their 
burdens; they are now at eafe, at refi: from all their fulFerings; 
they enjoy a perfect rranqu11lity in ;a paradi!e ofblifs. 

How agreeable. to a weary traveller, after a long and 
fatiguing journey, to arrive at home and to refi in his own 
houft, among his own friends, confcious th.it now his ha­
zardous, expenfive, and tediouc; travels are finifhed ! Ho.w 
pleafing to the poor captiyated flave, to be at liberty from his 
tyrannical mafi:er, and relcafed from all the terrors of fl,ivery, 
and to enjoy ptace, whel'~ the wicked ceafc from troubling, 
and wh7re the weary are at ref!:! With what pleafure the 
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foldicr returns from the field, after a long campaign pf 
hard fighting with a powerful enemy; efpecially when the 
war i5 concluded, the enemy 1kfeated a_nd the victory won! 
He retires to his tent, puts off his armour, and palfes the 
nig1,t in peaceable flumbers, and reik in fecurity from the 
aLrms of w, r, and the fatig1tes of fighting. 

Thus t' .e c 1iri1tian pilgrnn, the ranfomed captive, the 
foldier of Je(us, re!t:s from his travels, his l.ibours, his fightings, 
and enjoys a perfea, a glorious, an eternal ref!: to his weary 
foul, far from the fear of future inolefiation. 

2. They refi from the lufl:ings of the flel11, an_d arc no 
lonRer te,npted •by carnal appetites, and ungovernable 
paffi"ns; t:1ofe powerful enemies to tl1eir peace while on 
c.i.rth. They have now no felf to deny, no c1 ofs to take· u~, 
no burden to bear, no temptation to wrefilc with, or to 
endure. 

No tree there forbidden, no motion within; 
No Catan, no fer pent, to tempt them to fin. 
The fe~d of the wqman has thefe difpoffefs'd, 
And oaniih'd them far from the rc:~ions of rell. • 

3. They refl: from pain and ficknefs, and infirmities ,;f 
every kind. There are no crolff's, no afiHcl:ive providences 
ther-e. AH things are b~come new. "They hun:er no more, 
nor do they thi rlr any more." They are no lo,;ger mocked 
for their piety, nor defpifrd for their puncl:ilious attention to 
the infritutes of Jc:fus. They are no longer perfecuted by 
enemies, nor betrayed by friends, [!Or _blackened- by the topg~e 
of !lander. 

11. They are not only at refl from labouring, finning, a~d 
fufferi~; but they are brought to enjoy perfect happiuefs 
and glory. • , 

I. They who are perfecl:ed in blifs, and enjoy the pro­
mifes in all their extent, have a body fuited to that 
glorious £late. A body '' failiioned like ttnto Chrift's glo­
rio-Js body." They are no longer fuhjecl to the accidents and 
injuries of this life, nor to the decays of nature; but are as 
immortal as their king, and their country, as fpiritual as their 
cxercifes and company; fuited for the enjoyments and employ.;. 
mcnts of that everla£l:ing fl:ate. • . 

0 ! what raviiliing ideas are included in this glorious 
confidcration ! " There is no night," no darknefs there. 

'ii< lhrtoo Hymns, p, 39• 
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'Thei( eyes behold the- King in his beauty! What tranf;.iort 
to our di;:ar deceafcd hrolht:r, to h,1ve his poor dark ey~ 
opened :after lo long being cl.Jfed ! Opened to behold Jefus his 
Redec-ri1er I To fee J dus as he is ; never to be cl()uded, 
oufcured again, for ever! No need there of the fun, or the 
moon, much lefs of a candle; for God and Lhtifl: are the 
~verlalling light of th..it glorious and eternal world. How 
mufi he feel what the poet lin~s, 
• Sweet Jefus, ev'ry fmile of thine, 

Shall frdh endearments bring, 
And thouf;,nd tafles of new deJight, 

Fr&m all thy graces fpring. WATTS. 

2.- They don't only fee J efus as he is, and enjoy hi-m in an 
his fulnefs; but they fit down in a world, and on a throne of 
glory, with Abraham, lfaac, Jacob, and all the prophets. 
0 ! what happinefs to come to, and enjoy Mount Sion, "the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and an in­
numerable company of angels. To the general affembl y aad 
church of the fir ft born. To God the judge of all, and to the 
fpirits of juft men made perfect: as well as to Jefus, the 
mediator of the new covenant, and to tlk blood of fprinldinrr 
which fpeaketh better things than that of Abel." l:> 

M.iy we n Jt add, minifters th.!re will _behold their people, 
and people their minifte:-rs; par,ents their child:-en, and chil­
dren their parents; hutb .nds their wives, and wives their 

-hulbands: and enjoy one another in the purdl and the fweet-
• eft fociety, without thofe feJrs and we.;knefie:S ,rnd jealoufies 

which often weaken our fellow!hip in this p0,1r world? 
What unknown delights will nfc in our he;rts, when we 
fee as we are feen and kn.iw as we are known. What a 
ftimulus to be wa,chful, to be " followers of thofe, who 
through fai h and patience inherit the promifes." ! lf we 
expect fuch bleffing;s_ AS t'1efe; if fuch enjoyments are pro­
mif-·d to the people of God; what encouragement to perfevere 
amidfl all the difficulti:::s w ich we meet with here! Thefe 
"light affidillns which .ire but f >r a moment, work for us 
a far more exceeding and et~rnal weight of glory." I 
reckon, fays the Apo!He, "that the fufferings of this prefent 
time are not worthy to be comp.red with the glory \9hich 
lhall be revealed ill' us." 

Permit me to conclude with a word or twn of advice. 
r. To thofe who have hitherto been flothful; fo fiathful, 

as to neglect the one thing needtul. Confide , you mufr 
leave thi1 world. "lt is appointed for man once to die," 

ancl_ 
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and not only to die, "but after death the judgment." Yot1 
cannot {bun the awful bar ! You cannot deceive, nor bribe' 
the Judge of all. If at that day you are found among the 
f.lothful; what a lo(s will you fullain? All thcfc joys and· 
glories to be feen, but not for you. What reflections wi!I 
then take place in your poor miferable fouls ! To fee your 
cld acquaintance, r:eighbours, friends, perhaps relatives, on the 
right hand of Jcl°us, and }'.OU on the left. To hear Jefus fay 
to them,'' Come ye bleflcd of my Father, inherit the king­
.Jorn prepared for you from the foundation of the world,." 
and you fi:and trembling, every joint, expecting him with 
the voice of thunder tCJ fay to you, "Depart"-0 ! my 
friends, I cannot help it. If I do not menti©n it, it muit 
be fo, ,if at that day you ihould prove goats infiead of fhcep. 
- To hear Jefus, the meek and lovely Jefus, the Saviour of 
the world, fay," Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafl:ing 
fire, prepared f9r the devil and his angels." . 

What would you then give to enjoy the promifes ? What 
would you then give for opportunities to hear the gofpel, 
and to be found among thofe who through faith aod pa,­
tience inherit the promife~, and llll the bleffings of a world of 
glory? If it will be fo jrnportant then, attend to it now. 

Now there is time, a little refpite given, 
For you to feek and find the way to heaven. 

Now God, and Jefus, and the Spirit fay, .Come. Come, 
fays the Redeemer, " unt~ • me, all ye that. labo1u and are 
heavy-laden, and I will g'ive you refl:." 

He• fl:ands with open arms, 
Inviting finnus home: 

His voice contains ten thoufand charms, 
And ev'ry charm fays " Come." 

2. Believers. This exhortation is particularly addrdfed 
to you. Sloth will rob you of prefent peace and future 
glory. Coniider the Servants with the ·Talents. Thofe 
who were diligent, had the principal, and the intereft~ with a 
" well done good and faithful fervant-enter thou int~ the joy 
of thy Lord,'' into the bargain. But what had the ilothful 
fervant, when his mafier came? He had lhe talent taken from 
him, and was bound hand and foot ;rnd call into outer 
darknefs. Let us remember, that being made free from fin; 
ye become the fervants to Gvd, have your fruit unto holi­
nefs, and the end everlafiing life. 

Confider for whom you arc: labourin~; not a hard mafier. 
Yc.>u 



You are employod by the befl: Maller in the world; and he 
fets you on the bcfl: work, gives you the befl: encouragement, 
and pays the bell: wage's. He fays, be dfou faithful unto 
death, and I will' give thee a c1·own of life. Hi, eyes arc 
upon us all the day; he is near to hear, near to help, and near 
to CorreEI:. Undoubtedly he will pay a- particular attention 
'to his diligent fervants, and not fuffer them to work for 
nought. Then let us " be lleadfafr, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lonl, • forafmuch as y~ know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Jn other words, 
let us refolve i•n the-firength of the mighty G'od of Jactib, 
that we will not be llothful, but followers of them, who, 
throu~h faith and patience, inherit the promifes. 

Amen. 

The foll·owirlg hinti 'were feveral of them dropped at the 
grave, after the fertnon. Perhaps they may be of ufe to 
fo!11e· The hope of which is a fuflicient apology for their 
infertion. 

vVH AT an awful fcene is this 1-0, death! what hall: 
thou done? flain a man-a hufband-a father-a chri!l:ian­
a minifl:er of JeCus Chrifl:. No 0ffice, however important, 
however facred, fecure from thee, -thou king of terrors. 
Thy firokes ant rc!i;l!efs; thy ihafts are fatal. Kings and 
fubjecl:s, minifl:ers and people, are all one to thee. But there 
is a d~y coming when thy pawer lhall be taken away. "The 
}all: en.':m y which {hall be defl:royed, is death." 

Let every connec'l:ion and condition improve this event ta 
their advantage. We all mufl: die! {hall we die hap;iy? Are 
we thofe who through faith and patience {ball inherit the 
promifes ? Hulbands mufi leave their wivc~, fathers muft 
leave their children. Chrill:ians mufl: leave their friends, and 
minificrs mu!t leave their people. Perhaps faw rofe· higher, 
in the pallivc graces, at_ leafl-, than our deceafed brother. 
He was in truth meek and lowly in heart, and patient in tr,i­
l,ulation. His trials were uncommonly great, but his faida 
and patience were anfwerable to them, praifed be his and our 
God! How did they ihine in the holinefs.of his life and con­
verfation. BL1t he is gone. They could not tecure him from 
the Hroke of death. 

You my beloved, who are the widow-children_:parents­
brethren 1-.chu1 eh-you'll fee 'his face no more in this world. 
But the day is coming, when he'H rife again. No dark eyes, 
µor aching he,1d, {hall then affiiEt him. No ! he'll b~ 
perfect in every limb, in every faculty, and flouri!h in im ~ 

Vp1.. Ill. 3 .) , mortal 
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mortal yonth and vigour. Then what a joyful mcc:tinb \•;ill 
you h.tve ! None of the evils incident to this morto1l life 01aJI 
appro;ich your <lwcllin;. Death will be [wallowed up in 
victory. Then to join in the happy concert with faints and 
angels, in a wor1d of glory; to fin" in the fweetefl and moft 
harmonious llraim-, \Vorthy is th; lamb that was flain-and 
has redeemed u~ to God by his blood.-Think on what you 
havejuft heard 111 the chapel.-'' When Chrift who is ourlifo 
{hall appear; then fhall ye all• appear with him in glory." 

Neighbours-friends-all. Be ye followers ofthem, who 
through faith anJ patience inherit the promifos. Our deceafed 
friend can preach no more , his lips are clofed in filence. 
Then recollecl: his inihu~ions; think on his docl:rine. Per­
haps fome ot :-rou m.;,de tou light of his minifiry, and did not 
attend with llut care which was proper to a meffenger from 
heaven, ro a herald of Jefus Chrift .. If this was the cafe, 
confider it well •. Gofpel preachers iliould be efteemed highly 
in love for their w~)rks fake ; and if they are not, 'the Lord 
will obferve it. " He that defpifeth you, defpifeth me," fays 
the adorable Jefus. 

Minifrers of the gofpel are ambalTadors fot Cbrift When 
a king commands an ambalTador's return, it is conlidered as 
a prelude to a declaration of war. Improve the hint. Has 
not God a controvedy with you, in this neighbourhood? for 
he has fent for his amba{fador home. " Prepare to meet your 
God.'' 

One word of advice, and I £hall conclude. , Be kind to 
the widow and her fatherlef:;children. He is gone out oLthe 
reach of your benevolence, he wants your charity no more; 
but you may fuow your affectionate remembrance of him in 
your Jleady attention to the comfort of his babes, God has 
given particular charges concerning Cuch : and l beg you will 
lay them ferioufly to heart. Be not like the Pharifer!s, who 
could make -long prayers, and at the' fame time devour 
widows houfes, left you receive the greater condemnation. 
How fternly does God declare, Ex. xxii. 21,22,23. "Ye 
fuall not affiict any widow or fatherlefs child. If thou affiicl: 
them in any wife, and they cry at all unto me, I y;ill furely 
hear their cry: and my wrath lhall wax hot, .and I will kill 
you with the fword ; and your wives fhall be widows, and 
your children fatherlcfs." Again, Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. "Re­
move not the old land-mark: and ent~r not into the fields of 
the fatherlds. For their Redeemer is mighty:, he !hall plead 
their caufc with thee." Let fuch as opprefs the poor tremble. 

You 
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You, the members of this congregation, fee that you love one 
ll11other, with a pure heart fervently. Keep together as a body, 
Remember the relidue of the fpirit is with the Lord. He can 
fupply ai'I your need according to his riches in glory through 
Chri.t Jtfus. Yet a little while, and all your troubles a11d 
trials will be over. Be ye " not fiothful, but followers of 
them who through faith and patience inherit the promifes," 
and you !hall inherit them alfo. 

Amen. 

REMARKS ON I COR. VII. 14. 

,-, the Edit~r ef the General Baptifl Marazint. 

DEAR S1R, 

At the' requefl of one, a confl:ant Reader of your entertain­
ing and inflructing Magazine, vol. iii. p. 288, I will 
another time del!re, if it appear right to y<?u, to occupy a 
few pages of it, by fome remarks on a patfag<:, which, I 

• undedl:and, is a difficult one: but which, tho' difficult, is 
frill a part of the infpired volume, and of very great im­
portance in facial moraliW, and to thofe who ;;re connetlcd 
in the ,uarefl natural relation , The text, under conlidera­
tion, is r Cor. vii. 14. " For the unbelieving hulband is 
fanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is fancl:i­
fied by the hufband: elfe were your children unclean; but 
now are they holy.'' I intend, God willing and helping, 
1. To make fome remarks by way of preface, and on the 
context, the delign of the holy writer, the occalion of his 
writing, &c. and then, 2clly, .Endeavour to give the 
plain fenfe of the text, and of the words JanBi/y and haly in 
this place. May the gracious God make this feeble 
attempt of fame benefit to forne of your readers, if 
you think it proper to give it a place in your Magazine. 

J remain your's, refpecl:fully and affc:clionately, 

]. T. 

1 Remarks. Remark 1. THE diCordered, and, one 
would think, often difl:racl:ed church at Corinth, it feems, 
h:1d written to Paul for information or advice about marriage, 
and the duty and behaviour of fuch as were m;irried to each 
other, ver. I, "Now concerning the things whereof ye 
wrote unto me, &c." Whom, however, it may be faid in 
bi:half of thefc people, and though th y apfear much irregu-
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J.ir, yet they were ;,. this, wife and commendable. Thofe 
churches and minifl:ers who wi,l µu{h forward, right or wrong, 
with the plea of lndept,..dancy, r .. ther th.;n aik advice of their 
fellow-chri!l:ians in very irnponant ca{es, w~ll, fometirne, be 
brought to repent-ance. \Vhether fome of the Cori1ithians 
had imbibed the fl:. ange notion, that chri!l:ians were rele,ift:d 
from the m:;ral law, or fome part Gf moral duty! or, 
whether they were fo ignorant, ai to io-,agine it wouid be 
c!i.ilionourable to God and religion if they continued to co­
habit with their infidel partners; or how it was, is not f~ 
clear, nor important enough to enable us to fay with politi-
vity, or to demand a fcrutinous cnqui,ry. They, for fome . 
reafon, wrote tQ Paul, arid this feems to be the occafion of 
his writing on the fu bjecl: of the pre!ent chapter. 

2.. A very fcandalous cufiom had prev.ijled among the 
Jews., and fame Gentiles-that is, men putting away their 
wives for fuch caufes as they thought proper; or, as Ma'tt. 
xix. 3. "For every caujt.'' and among fame nations it was 
the cufiom of wives to put away their hulb:mds. This was 
the cafe at R~mt, and very probably, in the more. polite-parts 
ef Achaia. That it was .probably the cafe a.t,, Corinth we 
{uppofe, becaufe the apofile employs t,he f4me greek word 
Atp,ETo ia both the I 2th and 13th verfes, which, in our 
lafi tranflation, is put away ifl the former p];,ce, according 
to the original ; but in the latter place is leaw. Our lal~ 
tranfiators, I foppofe, rendered it thus in the I 3th verfe, 
becaufe it was not the cull:om in Englan4, for wives to put 
11:wa1 their hufbands but to leave them. In another tranf­
lation, it is in both the verfes not forfaki, which feems more 
wrong than the Jail tranfiation. But, in another, the reading 
is thus, "lf any brother have a wife that believeth npt, if lh_e 
be content to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 
And the woman which hath to her hulband an Infidel, if 
he be content to dwell with her, let her not put hi..m a.way!' 
I fuppofe the learned will own this the moll literal tranflation 
of thefe verf~s, efpecially of the conclufion of them. _ 

J. To prevent the faints at Corinth from acl:ing accord­
ing to this ungodly and fcandalous cuflom, fo injurious to the 
rules of decency and mobility, fo' baneful to all fociety, 
fo deftructive to the peace and comfort of families; and 
to teach them better; our apollle writes a good part of ·the 
chapter before us; efpecially from ver. 10-18. Jn 
which ~e repeatedly 2nd exprefsly furhids their fepar•ation_ 
one from another : " Let him_ not, put ht:r away ; let her 
not leave or put away her hufband,' &c. He forbids them 

in 
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in. the name of the Lord Jefus, and from our Lord's. ow" 
prohibition, Matt. xix. 4-1 o. He forbids them in hi~ 
~wn name, as one pofidfed of the fpirit o.f God, qualified 
~n<l appoin~ed for direel:ing and regulating the churches 
1n peace and hollnefs: _and, belid~s . all this authority, he 
prapof..,-s fevernl very weighty and very rational motives t<> 
fliow them the vafl: importance of the duty, and to in­
fluence their minds to regard it. In the text under con­
fidcration, ver. 14 .. he fays according to this paraphrafe, you 
m_u(1 abide t.ogether, and -not feparatc one from another; be­
eaufe you have given up yourfelves, the one to the other; 
fct you rfd ves apart one for the other: and this not for a 
while, but for life: for you are thus fet apart, the one for 
tbe other fiill. ft is true when you were married, and had 
devoted yourfdves to one <1-nothcr in that folemn or'dinance, 
you were ooth Healhens: one of you is 110w a Chrif­
tian, and the·other remaii:is a Heathen; but thi:; cannot make 
any difference in your folemn contract: It cannot, becaule 
you never _mentioned it, nor defigned it in your engagements 
at firfl:; It cannot, becaufe God, i:he Author and lr.llitutorof 
marriage, has not fixed it as the boundaryl _or expi,ati::m of 
your m.arriage covenant_. Beiides, if God have, fo1mer!y, 
in the times of ignorance,, winked at this fin, which I now 
forbid:, yet you mgil: not ex;pecl: him .doing fo any long.er• 
for, havin 6 fent his Son into the world_, and his Son having 
fully e_xpoundcd the moral law:, a11d thi~ important part 
of it: he has left it for ever fettkd, that a man fi1:1ll aot put 
away his wife, fave only for fornication. Aod as this_ is not 
preten_ded by you; but as_ your unc,,nverted partners are 
hone(l to e;:ich other, according to your firfl: and perpetually 
mutual contract, there is therefore, no detri111ent or di.Lid van­
tage fultained, by the fiatc or circumt1ance$ of your child:en: 
they are lawful children, and have all the right that children 
can h,1ve to every privilege of the family; and to' the 
poffeffions and property of thei~ parents; they are lawful 
heirs: fo th<\t you have no rca1on to fcruplc the propnety 
of abiding together on account of your children, any more 
than on the ,1cc0Ui1t of the unconverted fa,her or ~110ther. 
Btc.1ufe, as the children are born in holy mJtrimony, fo they 
are holy. M:uriau-c is honourable in all, an<l the bed un­
defiled; and it is h~nourably and holy, in _it'.s o_wn_ n.;_ture, 
;rnd efpecially as it is fo immediately of D1v111e m{htut1,~n. 

Again, the ap~fl:l~ pro~ofes anothe~· pow_erful and affe_ctrng 
motive to the beltevmD' partner to .1b1de with the unbeliever, 
l'Cf, 16. that i~, the poffibility oCbeing in1huinental towahrd 
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the falvation of the unconverted. u For w~at knowcR: 
thou, 0 wifo, whether thou ilialt fave thy hufuand ? Or how 
knoweil: thou, 0 man, whether thou (halt fave thy wife?" 
You mu!l, therefore. as it Paul had faid, abide with your 
unconvc1 ted partner, not from your folemn engag~mcnts, 
and your duty to the holy law of God, o-,,/y ,• but, from that 
tender, affe8ionate regard which, it is naturally fuppofcd, 
you have to your partner in life. You may inftrucl:, teach, 
convince, pray with. and pray for your "ife, if you be a 
huf'.nnd, or for your hufband, if you be a wife: and you 
may by your honourable behaviour, and difpofition, give fuch 
~vidence of the reality alld utility of religion, as, by the grace 
of God, may bring the unconverted to repentance _and fal­
v:.tion: and fo, if any obey not the word, they may, without 
the word, be won by th.e conve.rfation of the wives. 
I Pc:t. iii. I. 

Once more: the apo!He provides for another difficult, 
cidicate cafe, and anfwers another queilion, which is of great 
moment to Come of the children of God, fometimes, and 
which was, perhaps, propofed by the Corinthians, in t~eir 
letter to P,wl; that is, fuppofe one, of the two engage in the 
bleffed caufe of Chri!l, the other may, perhaps, fee it right to 
leave, to depart ;-how iliall the believing party aa in this 
cafr? "Let him depart," if it be the hufbaud; and, if it b1;: 
rhe wife, let her depart. • 

Hence obfer-ve, and O ! may all, who have the heavy 
trial, both ob[erve and be enabled to bear it with moderation! 
Obferve, then, Gnd is the firjl, and he muft have the chiaf 
place in your affetlions. He c&noot, he {hould not be 
pleafed with any competitor. He is a jealous G.Jd ! Hear 
wfiat Chrift faith, " If a·,y man hate not father and 
mother, wife and children, brethren and filters, yea, and his 
own life alfo he cannot be my difciple." Luke )l:iv. 26. Let 
the believing hufbmd, then, leave his wife to depart if fue 
will depart, and his Saviour will make up for the difadvan-• 
tage ! And, if the believer be the wife, let her hufb~nd 
depart, if he will depart; and let her rejoice that her Maker· 
is her hu!band: the Lord of Ho!ls is his Name, and her 
Redeemer, the Holy one of Ifrael, the G:id of the whole 
earth {hall he be called." Ifr. !iv. S· He will abun­
dantly compenfate her! 

The apc:>fHe adds, '' A brother or a fifter is not in bondage 
in fuch a cafe ; but God hath called us to peace.'' When the 
unbeliever departs, the other is not bound to follow; nor 
bvund to for fake the caufe of Chrifr; nor bound lo make mif-
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chief. Let the party go, and let the other Audy to be quiet, for 
God hath called us; that is me and you, to whom I w:ice, to 
peace. Then let us give no off-:nce, no jujl offence to 
hu:-band or wife, or any other; yet, if our engJging with the 
bldfcd Jcfus, in his caLJfe, give olfcnce, fo that a family be 
divided, and the unbelieving depart, fo let it be. 

Havmg now faid as much as can be alrowed on the context, 
and1 perhaps, more than fome may think neceifary, I iliall 
proceed to endeavour,.. with the divine help continued, 

Ird!y, l'o give the plain fenfe of the 14th verfe\ the mean-
• ing of Janctify and holy in this place; and if my paper will 
allow, to anfwer one or two objetlions: 

I. As for the plain fenfe of this verfe, I have, in the above 
paraphrafe, endeavoured to give it; fo that I need not add any 
more, except a few words. I take it for granted, that this 
verfe fio-nifie.s, that, becaufe a man and wom:rn, who are 
marriea

0 

together, have frt rach one the other a part for him­
felf and herfrlf, they mull: abide together, and not feparate 
tbe one from the other, even when one is converted and 
the other remains unconverted; and that, as the effect of 
the parents felling each Q/her apart for man and v. ife, their 
children are therefore holy, according to the fenfe of holy in 
this text: yet, though' very many take' this for gr;inted at 
prefent, 'l hope there will be evidence of the cruth, now fup­
pcfed, in the following remarks. 

2. It has often been faid, and oftener a gre~t deal than was 
I think, ever neceifary, h:is it been proved, that, to Janctfy, 
means to jet apart, or co appoint to fome fl:ate, place, or office; 
or for fome uf:: or for fome perfon: and that this is the 
pruper, aml, in the [cn"ptures, the commm meaning of the 
word fancl:ify. If I I hought I could fay a few words more on 
it, fo pfainly, that the meanell: of my fdlow creatures might 
be inltrutlc:d, I would be glad to do it. \Nhen one perfrin 
fantlifies <1nother perfon or thing, he fats it apart, for the 
purµofe defigned, and, in that reipea, feparates ic from other 
pe fons or things. I hus God fantlified the fe•ienth day, and 
hallowed it, dillingui01ir.g it, and fetting it apart fr m every 
other day of the week, for refl: and religion. Thus G )0 did 
alfo by the tribe of Levi, for the prielthood and the fer vice of 
religion. Thus did the Levites f,rnclify the firfl-b,m of the 
lfraelites, that is, they let chem apart from all the rell. Th~s 
did God fanctify and fet apart Cyrus anJ the army of the 
Medes, todeibuy B.1bylon. Thus did GuJ f.wctify _'rernniah 
to be a propher. Tllus did God f.tnthfy ti1e Lord Jef,.,s fur 
the mi:Ji"torial wor:,. Th1.1s di~ Jtjus f.mchfy himfeiJ; Lt-
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tini himfoH apart as our only Saviou1·, arid devotini hirnrclr 
t<' ~II th:! work which devolvc·J on him in that capacity. 
Thus doth God .fet apart him that is god! v for himfelf. Thus 
dot a ml!.n fet ap:n-t or fanc1ify a woman for his wife, and a 
woman a m1m for hc1· hu!ba11d. And thus is the unbelievin!.l: 
husband fandified by tht: wife. ~ 

This fanltifying is by either the defign of the mine, by the 
appointment of a fuperior, or by rea·l engagement: between 
a man and his wife, it is by both the firft and lafi of thefe. 
Or, it is begun by def:gn, .ind the int~rition of the mind, 
:iad finiilied by mutual contr.1lt ~.nd furrender..- . The one fcrs 
the other apart from every other pe_i111n, in dtjign for a parttl'fr 
in life; and this is jfriclly fancl:ifli11g that perfon; and this is 
perhaps all that onr apo.file intends in the text before us ; but 
it m.i.kes no mate-rial dilfctenc.:, whether this fanB:ificacion fre 
by the defign of the mind, or hy mut~al conttacl-, or bj,'both 1 

becaufc our buiinefs now is not with hoUJ and when, but with 
what it is. , • 

I fee no other l"enfe which can be glven of this pafi":age fo 
c~fy, and fiee froin objellions and difficulties, or impoffibili­
ties, as the above. If by fanclified, were underfl:ood,· purge·d 
from fin, can any one pretend th!1t this is the fiate of th'e 
,mhelieur,-? Surely not. If, by fanctified, were und-:rfl:ood made 
meet for heaven, would not every· one f"-)': this is impoffible l 
Surely every one muft fay fol If given up to God, or fet 
apart'for God were pretended to be the meaning, could this 
be faid of a poor i;1fidel heathen? Surely it could not .. Be­
fides, when a perfon • is (et apart for God, according to that 

, phin fcripture fenfe offancl:ification, is it hot al\vays attributed 
to divi11e agency? And can one creature do tfiis for another 
c~e;:tu re? Sure! y none can pretend it. I confefs, I cannot 
recollect any other renfe ·of fanctify, which I think can be 
fixt to the word here, but thefe, and the <lifficul1ies' are fo 
great, that I would hope no fober man will wiili to remove 
them: but, if we und,-rtland one pcrfon appoint-ing or fetting 
another a;-art, for a companion through Jife, then it would be 
e,fy; this is peflible; but not one of the other can be. I add 
only one more, frorn the writer of the Book of Job, chap. i. 5. 
that when Job's children had finifhed their circle offdlivity, 
Job fent and fanctijied them, and offered burnt offorin_gs, 
acc.ording to the nu11 b.:r of them, &c. What Job did for 
his children in fa.nctifying • them, befid~s offering burnt 
cfferings, I think, we 11ecd riot enquire; except, that,. what 
will be gi,u1ted on all hands, I e prayed and made inter­
,eilion for them, as he .:fterward did for his thre;;: friends, 

chap, 
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char>. xiii. 7--11. But our quefiion rather is, does :lny one with 
to fay that, fanctified h11re, fignifies the fame, as in I Cor. vii. 
I+? Docs Pllul intend that the believing husband fanctifies 
his wife~ an unbeliever in the fame 1J1anner as Job did hii 
children ? I ·anfwer, there is no doubt, that a believing hu(­
band ·and wife will daily pray for their unbelieving partners, 
and I exhort them to take care to do fo; but, not to mention 
other objections arifing from the certmania/ rites, uLd by 
Job, in fanclifying his children, and which Paul could never 
fuµpofe, chrifl:ians to touch, or tall:e; or handle; bdides thcfe 
objections, how is it poifible, that a believing husba:id's: 
prayer for his unbelieving wife, •OT a belit:ving wife's 
praying for her unbelieving husband, can impart any holinef1 
of any kind to their c:-..ildren? Unlefs there be Come myfl:ery 
in this affair, quite above my comprehenfion, it is impoffible 
that this can be. Befides, were I to grant this, would not 
the common fenfe of all the rational creation be ihocked, if 
they lhould 'read or hear Cuch a ridiculous conceifion? Thi111 
I.cads us· to " elfe were you, children unclean, but now are 
they holy·;" ·and to afcertain and fix the meaning of holy in 
this patfage. 
, 1. We are certain that Paul mean~ fomethihg by the words: 
he ufes ; and fo he certain! y does; by this word holy. Let Ui 

fhll keep to the fame approved rule of interpretation, and foe 
that meaning which ,has ·the fewefr difficulties, and no impof­
fibil'ities attached to/it, It is evidently connecled with the 
fanctification mentioned above,- deri >"ed from it; the etfecl:s of· 
if•; and, conCequently, of the fame nature with it. If the 
believer, by fanElijjing the other' partner, make him or her 
mee~ for he·aven; then; no doubt, the holinefs of the:r chil­
dren, which is the ejfeB- of that fancl:iii.cation, makes them fit 
for he-.iven too: but, if the· former be irnpollible, as it'i 
ce~ain it is, fo the latter cannot be. It is impoffible .too. 

2; As I would not fill my paper with needlers ,111d uLlers 
repetitions, I add, the New Tdl:amrnt fpeaks much of 
honitefo~ of holy perfons and holy things; as the hoii,1elsof 
God,,, of Chrifi; of the <;Ii vine fpirit, of angels, of prophets, 
of apollles, of holy men of God, of holy women, of a holy 
temple, of a holy heaven, &c. &c. for there are very many 
more rhinos and perfons; but .holy in our pa{fage cannot be 
confidere/the fame as any of thefe, as might be {hewn fully 1f 
needful. It cannot lte the holinefs of any one of the fa creel 
three, that is holinefs in it's perfection. It will not be pre­
tended that it is the holinefs of angels and of heaven, I fuppofr, 
\, y any I it• ,carmQt be the holinefs of the faints, b~caufe t.r,ti; 
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holinefs ill citht!:r the degree of the divine nature, <,f which 
they are partakers; or a life of regular conformity to the 
divine will J the former of which they receive from God, 
by the agency of the Holy Gholl ; and the latter they are 
enabled to perform, by God, working in them both to will 
and t() do of hi's good pleafore;, And, without adding more, 
the ditference is very great: the agents are different; i,, this, 
it is of God, in the other, of the p11r-t11t. 1 n this the; reci­
pients are believers in Ghrill, m the other, the receiver is ait 
infant, an infant in it's firft exifience ; for it de.rives it's 
holine[s exacl:lv at the moment when it derives it's exiftence; 
or, if it do not, it will fure\y puzzle and baffle all intelligent 
beings to fix the moment of it's exiitence, whes it receives 
it's holinet,. The impartation of holineis, to believers in 
Chrifr, is an aa of grace, in the ble!I'ed God : but, in the 
child, it is. but the all: of the parent; and it is not an al\: of 
grace at all, even in the parent; ids but an act of honejly, 
And it is the child's native right, and it is it's nutjfory right; 
nece/farily connected with it's exifi:ence, if it's parents be le­
gally man and wife. The holinefs of faints as aR act. o.f 
grace is matter of gratitude to a gracious, God, through all 
their happy and endlefs immortality; but the child, for it's. 
holint:Cs, is under no ob\ig;ation of gratitude fo it's parents ; 
becaufe, in what they have done, from whence it'~ holinefs 
proceeds, they did nothing but their duty, anti to have 
bro1:1ght an unclean, in this fenfe un,lean, child into- the world, 
would have been their /111. -

3. From what is faid, it is quite t:ertain that holy, in our 
paff<1ge, can mean nothing but, what we call lrgilimately 
holy. The holinefs is but from the p_arents, not from Goel. 
It is plain alfo, from the text itfelf .. Holy, i,s oppofed to 
urrdean. Uncleannefs in the New Tefi:ament, mearis either 
finfulnefs in it's general fenfe, as 2 Cor. vi. 17. or political 
W1cleannefs, as Acts x. 14. or ctremonial .undeannefi,, as 
Rom. xix. 1 o. or undeannefs as . the gener.al .name for 
adultery, fornication, whoredom, &c. and wh~t is op·poCed 
to cha.fi_ity; as Eph. v. 5. Rom. i. 24. '2 Cor. xii. 21. Gal v. 
19. .Eph. v. 3. Col. iii. 5. 1 The£. iv. 7. '.1_ Pet. ii. 10. 

And we might add, I Car. vii. 14. but let us not impo[c on 
the ign9rant and inattentive reader: let ,us aik, what ean it 
mean elfa ? Can it mean political or ceremonial unclean­
nefs? Can any. one be weak enough to fay, the apofi:le in­
tends this? I an[ wcr, for every bo<l y, no. Dues it mean fin 
in general? \Ve arc alarmed to even furmife it ! Can Paul 
'"'ean that th:)fe chi!Jren are freed r om inbred corruption, 
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from a natural pronenefs to fin? Certainly this is impoffible ! 
lf we were tn fay this of the children who are born of parents, 
ohe converted and the other unconverted, ar hoth tonverted, 
what would mankind fay of us? Would not all Chriftendom 
rife in oppofition? Would they not brand us, and juftly 
brand us with hct :rodoxy? Would they notlhave juft occafion 
t1J charge us with cajhining that facred sook, which fo pofi­
tivel y alTerts, that what is born of a woman cannot, in this fenf1, 
be clean? 

All denominations, very nearly, Papiils, Protefiants9 

Churchmen, and DilTenters; from the Pope to the very 
meane!l C11rale, would furely be afhamcd at fuch outrageo,u 
he,-efy l Well, if it cannot meao. any of thefe, is it fuppofable 
that uncleannefi here has a r.ew meaning, which is found no where 
in the Bible but here? If this be the cafe, it is not likely that 

· I can find it out; I need afk no longer. If unclean have the 
fame (enfe here, as is fo common· in the New Tell-ament, 

fee the eight places ahove, then the difficulty, fuppofed in thii 
tdxt, flies away. Holinefs is oppofed to it. And the eafy 
and only po/Iible fenfe of the pa{fage is, that, by the parents 
fetting each other apart, as man an~d wife, the children am 
not the children of whoredom, or adultery, but legally holy 
or legitimate. But it has no c~nneclion at all with their 
fpiritual or eternal eftate, the moral difpofitions of their 
mind, or their fitne[s for heav:en; all thefe things feem quite 
foreign to any apparent delign of the apofile, or any poffible 
idea in the text or context, at leaft fo far as my capacity can 
comprehend. • 

Having now endeavoured to give the fen(e of the text, in 
general, and of fanllify and holy partic1.1larly, I will ma~e a 

, few obfervations, not fo directly anf wering obJel1ions, but 
which may, l hope, a little illufirate and confirm our fenfe 
of the text, &c. 

I. It 'wil I be noted, that the text does not [pi-ak of one of 
the pan:nts fanclifying the other by his or her faith. To be 
fore,' if it had faid. this, it would have found us more work 
to guefs at h:'s meaning. It would have been a difficult text 
then ; and perh .. ps we fuould have feen it bell to have htli1-ved 
it, though we could not fully_ comprehend it. As it is, it is 
_not fo :hard to be underfl:ood. , I think, however, that it is a 
great pity if any be in danger of being impofed on in this 
particular, as it is entirely ao invention of m;iny; the1e being 
nothing of it in the text. 

2. We ihall do well to note again, th:it there is now, in 
t~e gofpel difpenfotion, no difference between one nation and 
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·another, nor between one perfon and another, till the difte~ 
re nee be made by the religious, or chritl:ian experience, and 
t~e m.,r,'1 charalter of one compared with another. The 
Gr.-:eK,_ th: Jew, the Circu1ncition, and Uncircumcifion, the 
.Barf'dl'ian, Sq thian, Bond and Free, and Male·and Female, 
are now, 111 refpeD.of holinifs, all alil;e. If they be living in 
fin, 1h~y arc unclean and unholy; 1f they be righteous and 
fear G, ,d, they are accepted ·of him, of whatever· natio·n they 
be. The cc1'cmonial and political'difl:incl:ions, which are 
fabfified by the divine appointment, are now. in e:xifience- no 
rno1 e. The gr;icious ~edeerner hath, i11 this rifp,,t, placecl 
us all on a level; having broken, down the· middie wall of 
partition betwee~ us. This will apply direcHy· to all infants, 
when they come into the world: whoever -be their parents, or 
wherefover they be born. Tliere is no difference between 
the children of the P.ope :and thofe of the Ernper&r· •l China.; 
nor between the chilalren of an .Auhliijhop ;ind thofe of the 
Dey of 11/giers. Thefe children are allahke,·wl,en they·are 
born, in regard to the divine favour, or 1any io·herent'or hn.: 
puted holinefs. Their parents 'being nom[·nal Chcifiiani1 Cilr 

-real ofles, is the fame as if. they were Heathens, . or ,Je-w,,. or 
l\1ahometms; bccaufe if the parents were ever fo holy, they 
cannot poffibly impart that holimefs to their infants·i or if 
they were ever fo wicked, their wickedncfs cannot #feel: the 
moral character and fratc of their 1111» b,rn infants. 

3. But fiill it may be doubted if there be no difference be ... 
tween children born in,adtJltery, and tnofe born. in °bqnour11hl, 
matrimony. This comes to our point, and to the: text in 
h;;.nd. The difference between them is plainly ~his, the 
-former are unclean, the latter are 'holy, The .former an, 
baftards, the latter are legitimate. But, in refpelt of thefc:, 
furely no modeft, fenfible man will fay there,is-any differen£c; 
in regard to the divine favour, their moral character, or their 
eternal ftates ! The thought would be horrid, that a wife ani! 
merciful God ibould reject a poor irrnotenl infant, for the fi~ 
of it's adulterous parent~ Surely i~ cannot be !-Hen·ce,-alfo, 
it is evident that all infant~ have an equal right to all religious 
privileges, as, baptifm, the L~rd's fupper,. church ~dlow~ 
:lhip, with all the bleffings of 1_t. The pl~•n truth 1s, ~he 
New Tefiament is our 011/y • mfirutl:or, an ever,y thmg 
belonging to church fellow{b1p, and all the or~!n~nc~s ;ind 
privileges of it, and that holy book mak~s no_ d1~1ncl:1on ~r 
difference between one infant and another m th1s-greaf affair. 
Hence alfo, it is certain that fome tflablifh1d national chur~hcs 
are lefs in<;onfiftent1 than fome diffenlint fl1'd m1gr(lallonal 
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churches are; becat1fe the former baptize, as they ea// it, and 
,receive into the, congregation of Chrifl:'s • flock, infants of ail 
farts, without that difiinction which the latter, J~1mtimes 
• ob(erve. And indeed, if i11fa11ts can be rtgenerattd, and made 
''ffltmbers• of Chrifl, · and rhildren of God, and inheritors of the 
-ldngdr;m ,f ht'avm, or, taken inf(I tht covmanl of grace, or, h••u 
'that CG'Venant Jealtd I~ them, if this can be done for them, -it 
,looks unuttera·bly tremendous to HcgJ~cl: it! And, if Come 
·ne.w born i'nfa:n~s ·be in more danger than others are, both 
:·common fenfe:and alfecl:ion, teach us·not to neglect 1he.fa. 
:rather 1han neglect thtlfe, whofe {bte is not fe doubtful. 
Nothing can bi: objected from one having more r!g?t than 
);another ; becal.lfe the great !-Iead of our holy rehg1on has 
made no diilinction at-all. 

·4. -It cannot be faid that the fenfi: given, above, of Janctify 
•;in_d holy, is nr;'l,Jt/ or ji111;ular. Frcm many paffages alrea<ly 
"mentioned it is certain, that uncleannefs is the common name, 
·employed for the fame purpofe and of the fame fignification 
-as in· 1 ·Cor. vii. 14. and which is fixed to it, in thefe pages, 
'This is the cafe with both urn_:leannefs -afld holine(s; they 

··ftgnify the fan:1e, and are oppofed one to the other; 1 The(. 
-iv. 3--7. }3µt, becaufe my paper will not allow me CB 
• tranfcrihe d1f paff;1ge, I· wifh the reader to e~amine it for 
• himfelf. Sanctification is oppofed to fornication, ver. 3, •4. 
and to the lufi, of concupifcence, ,ver. 4, S· --and, undeannefs 

, and holinefs are ~ontrail:ed with each other, ·ver. 7. exactly 
the fame, and each the fame- fig11ification • as in our text, -1 

··believe. I had mon: to fay, butrI mufi conclude. If whal; 
is faid, be according to the plain fcripture, 2.nd the mind of 
it's -adorabfe 'Author, may his blcffing attend it~ Amen. 

C©RRESPONDENCE. 

7"o 1h1 Editor ,f tbt _Central Baptijl Ma:a-::.itu. 

SIR, 

If you think the following Meditations on that mofl: affecli~g 
. parable of our Lord's, Luke xv i. are in the leafi degree 
<:akulated for good to any in whofe hands they may 
fall, their infe.,rion will o\>ligc 

Your humble fcrvant, 
T, J. 
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IT mul1: atT'uredly be· confelfed by all who believe tl1e 
fcriptures of tru_th, th.i.t Qur Lord f;1ake as never m~n fpake f 
his words are fo patl~etie and fo powerful, 1'!1eth111Ks t!1ey 
would convince every fober mind that he was truly the Son 
of Gsd. His parables are fo ir'i!1rucling ::nd fo afl"eaing, 
they lay the mind open, and rndt ,;is it were the v~ry heart 
of ftone, which renders it fu(cepttble :of conv1B1~n. A 
delightful and awful fcene is here prefented to our view;-.­
"' There was a certain rich man, which was cloLhed in purple 
and fine linen, and fa.red fum('ltuoufly every day:" 1t fr~rt)s 
he had in this world, all tha~ heart could , with; his. table 
no doubt, was furnilhed with every delicacy, while his purple 
and fcarlet robes trailed along the ground ; and a retim~e 
around him obfequious to liis command. " And there was 
a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at hi~ gate 
full of fores. And de1iring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell froR1 the rich man's table: moreover, the dogs 
came and licked his fares,'• Probably. he was of a, family 
of very mean cfrcumfiances, therefore he w,as brought to the 
vte of this nobleman's p;,lace, hoping that fo .mife.rable a 
fpoclade would move his compaffion, ~nd caufi: .a· ha.pd 
benevolent to minill:er fame relief. But alas ! no notice 
feems to be taken, no compaffion fhewn, nQ relief ad­
minifiered, by any, fave the dogs: affecti11g fight t piteous 
confideration ! Behold them fiand aro.und th1! fuffcring faint, 
minifrering what comfort they are capable:. n-.ethinks to t~c 
foft, the healing toi;>gues of his quadruped phyficians he 
-would bid welcome; while denied the crumbs which fell 
from their mafier's table, who, perhaps at ~h~ fame time, ~~s 
feafiing with his nobles around the board of fenfu,Jity-. 
~ And it came to pafs that the be~g:ar died, and was . caqied 
by the angels into Abraham's bofom: , the rich man alfo 
died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being 
in torments." Here the vail is drawn, and we are prefented 
with a view of the invifible world, The fcene is awfully 
reverfed: thi:: beggar triumphing in the arms of blifs, the 
rich man htiwling in the flames of damnation.-0 what an 
awful chan~e did ~is poor foul experience ; fnatchcd from 
the_ lap of plenty, his fparkling goblet, and all his carn::il 
delights, and plunged in a_ gulf of black defpair. But the 
now rich beggar had angels to attend hill'!, though rejected 
o,f man. Soon as life quitted the putrefcent body, the fpirit 
rifes from the mouldering clay, and is borne on the wings of 
Wiliting angels, through .fields of tracklefs ether, and fiarry 
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PhiHs, fkimming aloft the ernpyrean fkies; the lhining gates 
111 Ppcar, the fpa1 kling portals .Ay open to admit the welcome 
fl.ranger: to the palace of Immanuel, they bear their lovely 
charge and lodge the raptured foul in the bofom of blifs­
N ot fo we ling the nobleman to reft ! Ah! no! He dies 
an_d is buried, pirhaps i,i all the pomp of ceremony, com­
mitted to the ground, in fore and certain hope of the refur­
recl:ion to cter11al life. But Ah! mifiaken mortals! infiead 
of riling with Lazarus to life immortal, he links to end1efs 
ruin.-His ·foul is dragged by inf~rnal fpirits, t'1irough fub­
terran·eous vaults and difmal creeks; and lodged in the pit 
of eternal burnings-" in hell he lift up his eyes being i11 
torments, and feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
b:ofom, And he cried, and faid, Father Abraham, have mercy 
?II me, and fend Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
~a1ne_- 1 But ~braham faid, fon, ~emember t~at t_hou in thy­
l1fe-t1me; rece1vedfi: thy good things, and likew1fe Lazarus 
eYil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented." 
Vfhat, not one drop of comfort to be obtained, even from 
trie finger of a beggar? that poor man, who, awhile !ince, 
lay at his gate,.fuli of fores, and on whom he would not fo 
much as deig!l to look: 0 how mortifying this mu/1 be tc? 
his proud heart, how humbling to his haughty mind! But 
his reque/1: though' fo fmall, is denied, and to augment his 
mifery, he mull: be reminded of thofe good things he once 
enj ,yed: this, methinks, would be adding fuel to hell flames; 
he knew all this, 'and knew it to. his uhutterable grief. 0 
what keen re.Aeclions mull transfix: his tortured foul! to 
tbink that all his fumptuous dainties, and carnal plec1fures 
were for ever gone; and that he lhould not have the !earl 
ch:rnce of ever cfcaping thofe incxpreffible fufferings: an.d 
that thofe i 11eff..1ble glories and unfpeakable pleafures, which 
his eyes now beheld,' and which Lazarus enjoyed, were to 
hirri 'irrecoverably l~/1. (J ! my fou_l ! refl.eet for a mome_nr, • 
bis intolerable ao-on1es; and o~ let It make thee more prize 
that d;:ar Savioubr, that blefled Redeemer who delivers from 
going down to the bottomlefs pit. Ye . thoug_htlefa, fi ~ful 
fons of Adam, do you ~onfider well this awtully ftriking 
uarrative ye who ~re riotino- in all manner of wickedn:fs, 
;ind blaf~h:.:ming the name bof Jehovah, and violating the._ 
laws of your Mak.er; trami:ili11g on the in!litutcs of the 
Son of God, and de 11ying the Lord that bought you. 0 
let the rich. man's deplorable lituatipn deter, and warn you, 
ldl- ye alfo fime his dolc:~ul fate. 



Altraham, to convince him that relief was illipoffihie, (ur"" 
ther tells him, "And befides all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf _fixed: fo that they which would pafs 
from hence. to you cannot ; neither can they pafs to us that 
would come from thence." How awfully acco,nplilhed are 
-thofe words of w.fdom, in this damned foul, Prov. i. 24, a.nd 
f~ur following verfes ! Had he prayed and fought the Lord 
in time, and in the way appointed, undoubtedly he wou!.1 
}lave found mercy. But, l • think it appears that his mind 
was never employed in feeking the Lord, by prayer, and 
fupplication; till mifery extreme rent his foul, and forced 
the door of his lips. But now alas ! alas ! 'tis all too late f 
Seeing therefore that all his prayers, with refpecl to him­
felf, prove abhortive, he pleads in behalf of his five brethren. 
u Then he faid, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou 
wouldeft fend him to my father's houfe : for 1 have five 
brethren; that he may teltify unto thelll, lefl: they alfo come 
into this place of torment." Confcious he was that they 
were alfo polling the road that led to thofe miferable regions, 
:and without fome fpecial interpofition of di vine grace ; or. 
an oral warning by. a di fem bodied fpirit from the invifible 
world, they would inevitably perilh, from that tremendou$ 
precipice he himfelf fell. " Abrah:im faith unto him, they. 
have Mofes and the prophets; let them hear them." This> 
he well knew, and that he had them too, and that they. would 
pay as little regard to them as he had· done; which made him 
more imp'.lrtunately cry, "N_ay, father Abraham; but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he 
faid unto him, if they hear not Mofes and the prophets, neither 
will they be perfuaded, th,>ugh one rofe from the dead.'• 
Hence we learn, that if the fcriptures of truth which are 
u able to make us wife unto f.ilvation through faith in Jefus," 
be neglecttd and rejected, a fpeclre font from the invHible 
regions 1.:ould not prevail. 

Having thus curforily run over this alarming parable,.let 
me ferioufiy enquire ;-am 1 a flighter of the word of God l 
for it is evident this was the real caufe of this rich man•s 
lifring up his eyes in hell. 'Tis probable he thought him­
felf a favourite of heaven, purdy on account of being a 
de(cendJnt of Abraham, without paying any regard to the 
v;ord of God; having no hope, and without God in the 
world: a Gave to his lufl:s aod appetites, fulfilling the defires 
of his own wicked heart. Rtflecl: on this, 0 ye who are 
i.,nagini11g you,fdves the childrc::n of God\ and heirs of 
glory, while indulging in fmfud pleaf1.1res, and &ratifying 

• every 
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every carnal propenfity. It is a matter of the greatefl: mag• 
nitude imaginable, to know by happy experience, that we 
have redemption from hell through the blood of Chrill:, and 
that alone; a11d alfo happy partakers of that faith> which 
worketh by love, which purifies the heart, and b.rings the 
foul to God. And, not like the rich man, dreaming that en 
account of our religious ancdl:ors, we iliall be faved ; or, on 
account of being baptized in our infancy, we are thereby 
made the children of God, and inheritors of the ki .. gdorn ol 

. heaven. Thefe are meer delufions, and if perfifl:ed in, will 
certainly tend to the ruin of the foul. 

Hear the folemn edicl: proclaimed from heav_en; "except 
a man be born again, he nnnot fee the kingdom of heaven." 
Make no more falfe delufive pretenlio:.1s, but fearch the 
fcripturcs; it. is our Lord's advice. In them, faith ·he> ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are thef which tefiify 
of me. 

Have we @ver been pricked in our hearts on account of 
feeini ourfel1,~s finners againfi: God, and confeque,"ltly under 
the curfe ot"'"the divine law; and thereby expofed to endlefs 
mifcry? 'And have we been brou~ht to ciy out mi:htily 
after God, for deliverance, and to know what we muil; do 
to be faved? Have we feen Jefus an all-fuflicient Saviour~ 
able to fave to the uttermofi:, all them who corn@ unto God 
hy him ? aAd have we come in our hearts to him, as helplefs 
perifhing finners, and in fo <;loing found rdl: to our fouls? 
They who have experienced thefe things, now take up their 

, crofs, and follow the Lord in t~e regeneration. They walk 
not after the fl.efh, but after the fpirit ; corrupt nature is net 
that principle by which they are acl:uated, and by which their 
thoughts, and wards, ind atl:ions1 are rc:gulated ; they walk. 
after the fpirit; they are renewed in the inner man. They 
have new apprehentions of things, new affections, new .iefires, 
hew fears, new joys, new farrows, new refolutions, new la­
bours, and employments, new entertainments, new pleafures1 
new hopes and profpects.-" Therefore if any man be in 
Ch~ill, he is a new creature: old things are paffed away; 
behold all things are become new." 2 Cor. v. 17. If we 
be defiitute' of this, or fimilar experience, we are fiiU in our 
fins, arid expofed to thofe infufferable pains which the rich 
man in hell labours under. How necdfary then that we 
fc:irch well the book of God, and the book, of our own hearts;. 
and fee Ii we can make them agree with each other. The 
book of God faith, If ye live after the flefh ye ihall die~ 
]lom. viii. I J, What faith eur c•nfcience? Let it fpeak 

• Voi.. lll, 3 U now, 
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It will e're long your leave unafked. In {hort, if we ·lJc, 
Chrill:'~, we h. vc crucific_d the fletb with lhe affeclions and 
lufis, (.ial.·v. 2-4-. And if ChnH's_, then are we Abraham'!, 
feea, and heirs according to his promife, \ial. iii. 29. 

For //,e General Bapt!fl Mo1gRzin1 . 

.An Addrifr to the ~eligious of every Denomination, morf 
particu1arly the General Baptijls. 

CHRISTIAN BRETIIREN, 

PERMIT this Addrefs as proceeding from a wifh th:at ye 
"would remember the poor.'' Sureiy you need not be in-

. formed that our great Lord and Mafl:er exhorted to it, as a 
part of chrifrian duty. The practice of which was firikingly 
exhibited in hii own example, "who (it is fai'1) went about 
doing good." While thofe 'of th~ fame fpiritual houiliold1 
who may be in need, have a particular claim upon our cha., 
rity ;-yet be i.t rerne,mbered, that, according to _our feveral 
circumfiances, we are not to be inattentive to the relieving of 
the wants of others, who may come within (l)Ur cognizanc::e, 
Such a fµirit of general philanthropy being inculcated in th~ 
icriptures, and reco;nmended by a Yiew of our heavenly 
Fatha's providence, "who,cauleth his fun to rifo: on the evil, 
as we!J as the good, and fendeth rain on the-jufi and unjufl.~~ 
The object of this paper is to recommend· the more extcnlive 
efiablithment of thofe focieties, which ,nay be [4pported at a, 
{mall individual expence, while, at the fame time, if properly 

~ conducted, may be productive 1:f the greatdl: utility. The 
ir:fhtution5 before alluded to are called benev,Aent, from the if 
defign, being to relieve the fick poor, lf eve·rit w.is fcafon­
able for thufe who name th~ name ofChrifl: to attempt-fame.,. 
thing in this way, _it is now,- when every nec_dfary article of 
human fulleuance is at fo exorbitant a price. If fome, anq 
tr.ey ~re not very few, can fcarce!y get ·brtad to ·e_at by their 
bonefl: indufirv, how mufl it then fare with them in a time 
of fick.nefs? The thought i~ .. too painful to n,cite, and their 
fouation mull be mon: difl:rdii11g, beca.._ufe thofe who. may 
feel a l!!ifpofition to benefit fuch in their affiiclion_, may 
efpecially be hindered at the rirefent, for want of ability. 
May not a hope, then, be indulged, that the different 
ciiffenting denominations in tow117 but more. particularly 
in the cou11tr1, who have bee11 hitherto inaclive in this 
1J1atter, will now . immediately 1hew themfdves f9rWard 

tCI 
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ta promote fo ~nod a work. The old proverb will ~ell 
apply in this cafe. " A great many can he] p one; but 
one cannot help a great many.'' Notwithfl:anding thefe 
preffing times, it is prcli.11ne-d,, there are hardly anj' pious 
pcrfons but could and would, in union with other, their 
brethren, give the fmall fum of one penny per werk for the 
befoi:~mentioned purpofc:. If_ any, in a fiate of affiuence. 
be fa connected, and hava the fpirit of Chrifl:, they wiH 
furely evidence the riches of their liberality by a larger 
.contrib1,1tion, Let mindlers requefl:, not only the mem-

, her~ of their churches, but other fl:ated attendants, to concur 
With_them in fuch an undertaking; and where the number 
,of both in one place is but fmall, an invitation may be 
,given to thofe of different 'denominations, in the fame 
-town or village, t)iaL altog,ether may lhew tfiemfelves• 
.hoWe.ver otherwife divided, of one fentiment in this par­
ticular,"'-and thus a friendly inter_courfe may be encouraged 
by the fociety's meeting at -their different houfes of worlhip, 
by adjourpmerit, _w,eekly, ,rr,onthly, flUarterly, half yearly, 
or annually. Every fociety may make rules for it's own 
government. Vificnrs may be elected at fl:ated feafons, 
:rnrnngfi whom it might be as well that the minifrer be always 
confidered ;.s the honQrary one. 

It ought to be remi;mbered, tha~ the object offuch focieties, 
by the di vine hldling, are two fold, bi:ing not on] y intrnJed 

, to benefit the body, but what is of more importance, th~ 
,foul, by enquiring into the fl:ate of the fick, relative then:m, 
:_an<! affording them fuitable aAd fpiritual infl:ruction. It 
has bee11 well attell-ed that hy thefe mean~, many " a !inner~ 
has been C.Ol)Verted from the error of his ways."-God 
irant that -many fuch in!l:ances may occur yet again, by 

_ the inHrumentality of that _clafs of perfons for whofc; ufe 
. this J\,jagazine is defigned, as they are under very frrnng 

obligations to the exercife of benevolence, from their 
avowed general principles.,-To conclude, " n1ay the Lord 

, make us to apound in love one towards another, and tQ 

all men." 
Chatham, Nov. r2, 18e,o. A. C .T. 

Accompanied with this Addriifs are the Rules and Orders 
, of the Benevolent Society held at the Ge11eral Bap;i!l: Meet­
,irlo- here, ~rawn up by the n9w worthy P;ifi-or of tint p!ace, 

th~' Rev:] ofeph Hobbs, fuppofing their infertion ~lfo rnay 
•e of ufe to elucida'te the nature of focb an undertaking. 

3 U a RULES 
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R U L E S AND O RD E R S, 
T-0 be obferved by a Benevolent Society, inllituted for tnt 

Purpo.fe of vifiting and relieving Sick and Difireffeil 
Perlons of all Denominations. 

I WAS an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirfiy, 
~nd ye gave me drink: I was a {hanger, and ye took me 
m ! 11aked, and ye cloathcd me : I was fick, and ye 
vifited me: 1 was in prifon, and ye came unto me. Matt, 
XXV. 35, 36. , . 

Love your enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which .lefpitefully 
ufe you, and perfecute you ; ·that ye rnay be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 
fun to rife on. the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on 
the juft and on the unjull-. Matt. V, 4,4-, 45, 

To do good and to communicate, forget· not: for With Cuch 
facrifice:. God is .well pleafed. Heh. xiii. 16. 

ARTICLE I. THA'i' this Society fhall con!ift of as 
many well-difpofed perfons as may be inclined to unite for 
the brnevolent purpofe of «oing good to the fouls and bodies 
of their fellow-creatures. 

II. That fuch perfons fuall be confidered as objects 
worthy the notice of this Society, who through any affliction, 
are reduced to a ftate of ll)ifery and difi:refs, and are deftitute 
of fupport. 

Ill. That every member of this. Society lhall fubfcribe, 
at leaJl, one penny per week, for the above purpofe. 

IV. That every member lhall have the liberty of pre­
feutinb an ohject to this fociety; which mufl: be done at the: 
time of their meeting. 

V. That three members at leafl:, ,be chofcn every qµarter, 
for the purpofe of vifiting objeEts, by a majority of the fociety 
then prefent. . 

Vl. Th.a this focjety lhall meet every Lord's day, from 
Nine to Ten o'clock in the morning, at Mr. Hobbs's meet4 • 

ing-houfe, Ch .. tham, for the purpufe of paying thefr fu.b­
feci;.,tions, &c. 3t which time the vifitors iliall attend and 
grve liln account of the objects vifired by them. Aad if 
any d1fpute iboc1ld arife in the foci~ty, it lhall be decided 
by lil m,,jority of vutts. The mci:ting alwayi; to bc::~in and 
cl.ofe with prayer, 
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''t'o SOCIETIES formed for the extenfion of the knowledge: 
of the Gofpel; The Committee of the Religious Tract 
Society fand Chriflian falutation, 

BELOVED BRETHREN, 

WE feel ourfelves exceedingly happy to fee your numbers 
increafing, your exertions enlarging, and your profpetls of 
fuccefs brightening on every fide. Th~ grand objetl which 
you·endeavour to keep in view is the fame with ours. We 
cla'im the honour of being your fellow-labourers in a very 
extenfive vineyard. We requefi: _yo_ur cordial co-operation . 
. While the various miffionary foc1et1es are laudably aimin~ 
to pr0mpte the fal vation of the Heathen abroad, our particu­
lar object is to watch for the fouls of our fellow finners at 
home. Alas ! what multitudes in the towns and villaaes of 
our own country are even now perifhing for lack of know­
fodge ! Hundreds and thoufands of the inhabitants of Great; 
Britain are Hill immerf1td in ignorance, wickednefs, and mifery. 
Do not your ltowels yearn over them? Rivers of waters 
might run down your eyes-they keep not God's law-they 
fee not the beauty, nor tafi:e the fweetnefs, nor feel the power 
of the glorious golpel of Chrifi-. Should we not be willing 
to impart unto them the gofpel of God, becaufe they are dear 
unto us? ls it not daily our heart's defire and prayer for 
them that they may be faved in the Lord, with an everlafting 
falvation? 0 may the fpirit be poured out from on hiah-' 
then !hall every wildernefs become a fruitful field ! 

0 

When your preachers enter a dark village, they find the 
people, in many infl:ances, fl:rangers even to the languacre of 
the Bible. And are they not fomelimes almofl: ac a lots for 
words fimple and plain enough to convey ti> the unculti vate<l 
mind ncceffary irifiruB:ion ? W ou)J it not facilitate their la­
bour to have with them a variety of fmall, cheap, plain7 

Religious Tracts, which the cottagers may read at· their 
leifure, or near thei·r children read r_ It has appeared to us> 
that the objecl: of our fociety may lie greatly afli~cd by your 
local knowledge, your active zeal, your tjiligent and prudent 
·care.-A cupi.ous flood is poured out-but we wi(h to have 
tlie fireams regularly flowing in the channels which you havs 
cut-Jhat fome little r~lls, at leaft, may 6eautify, and refrefu 
and frutl:ify, cvtry part of the land. The kind providence 
of God has hitherto fmiled upon our plan. Pleafing in­
telligence has reached us of the ufefulnefs of onr little pub­
lications i't1 the converfiou of finuers. Our friends ;:nd our 
fondii increafe.· 

But 
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But notwithfl-anding the fidl: Addrefa, :md many fob(equenf 
advertifements-notwithftanding the pains we have taken to 
circul~te No I. of our Tracts, in which our objed: is fully 
expLiinc-d and forcibly urged, we have reafin1 to think thal: 
in many parts of the cou.ntry it is yet' utterly unknown. 
Our eftcemed br,)ther Mr. Bogue, h;1s jull: publi01ed at our 
requefl: a Sermon, preached in L(!)ndon before -the ~ociety,• 
i\1ay 18, 1800, intitul~d," The Diffulion of Divine Tru~h.'' 
'\Ve indul:e an allured hope th:it his fermon will be generally 
read by the friends of ~llrifi. • 

The p:efent add re(, w~s occafioned by an application, from 
fome of the country a(fociations, who foggefied the propriety' 
of a correfpondence and co-operation with our f9ciety, as they 
rightly judged we could f1o1rniili them with Trn:l:s.on e11fier' 
terms than they could print themfelvt:s; with this view we 
have adopted " The '\Varning Voice," a valuable Tract 
r:::commended by the Effex a!Tceiatior-1: an<l though we­
d.ire not pledie ourfelves to publilh all we receive from 
different quarters, if you can fupply us with a goa.d Tralt, old 
or new, written on the prlnciples fpecified in our' No. I. will 
.,]ways be acceptable. _ _ 

Our earneft defire is to fee the whole country as a w.dl­
watered garden.-lf that -can be effecled~ the great futn of 
rnifery will be diminilhcd-the Imall fum of happinefs will 
be enlarged. Trase, manufa&ures, and con:imerc~--:-domef­
tic union-public order~the comforts of the poor-:-the 
nation'i. welfare-all will flourilr.. Satan will be bruifed 
under our feet-infidelity will hitle it's head-good ~en of 
rvery name will unite their fongs ~f 'praife--new joy will 
arife in heaven, and God will be more abundantly glorified 
throegh our Lord Jefus Chrifr. . _ 

Signed, by order of the Committee, 
J. HUGHES, s.~c. 

The Religious Traa Society was infl:ituted in May 179(1, 
1:,y feveral minifrers and pri \fate ch1·illians of differenL deno­
minations: after which was formed "The Society for dif­
tributing Evangelic,al Tracts gratis:" but in May lafi they 
were bo1h incorporated, under a conviction that greater ad­
va!1tages would rc(ult from their co-operation, than from 
their feparate exertions. _ . 

The ddign of foliciting fubfcriptions and donations is to 
fupport the expences of printing and publifhing, at the low 
price~ adoptea by the Society, notwithitanding the extraordi­
ary rife of paper. THE 
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THE PLAN. 
I. That this fociety be dcnuminated 'The Rdigio11s Tract 

.$ociety. 
Il, That;: donation of ten guineas co..il:itute a member for 

life. 
III. That every annual fubfcriber be confid':r(.d .i member. 
IV. That th.e fubfcription folicitcd be employed as a means 

of enabling t;1c fociety to difl:nbute and fc:ll the tracts at a 
icheap rate. - . , 

V. That fubfcribers be e.ntitled either to purchafe any 
iquantity of tracts at, a reduced price; or, to receive trads ti> 
J:he amount of 2-third, of th~ir fubfcription .. t the fan.e rate. 

VI. That a committee be appoint~d in London, and ;i 
.correfponding committee in. different parts of the country> 
who ihall have the c;ire of fole6ting fuitable tracl:s, and of 
foperintending, as their fituations enable them> the printin1' 
~nd difiribution. • • 

VII. That a: bookfcller be employed in London as ~ 
depofi tary for the circulation of tracts. 

VllI. That the committee be empowered to di.thibute 
tra8s in fuch channels as may 11ppear to them calculated for 
;ufefulnefs, fo far as the funds will admit. 

IX. That an annJlal meeting of the fociety be held in May, 
when a treafurer, fecretary, and committee £hall be chofen. 
. :X._ That ~he: tracts be p:iid for 011 delivery. 
'fhe following are .the CoMMI TTEE for the pre[ent year 1800. 

JN LONDON. - · 
Mr. T. Bates. Mr. S. Jonell. 

_Rev.]. Brookibank. Mr. J. Jordan. 
• ~- Cowie, Efq. Z. Macaulay, Efq. 
Mr. J. Duthoit. S. Mills, Efq. 
Mr. G. Gouger. I Rev. W. Newman. 
Mr. E. Goldlrnith. 'l i\1r. T. SaJdit1gton. 
J, Hardca1tle, Efq. W. S:1rubfole, c.fq. 

, Mr. T. H~yter. Mr. J. Tarn. 
Rev. ~- fi1_1l, M. A~ l Rev.'], Townfend • 

. Mr. :-i· Hobfon. • ivlr. vV. Tow11fond. 
Mr. f. Hodfon. : Rev. M. WiJks .• 
Mr. J. Hoppus, I T. Wilton, Efq. 

R . In the Country~ • 
ev. R. P. Allen, ~xeter. • 1 l(::v. p. S., Ch~rrier,Lapc~l.ler 

R
Mr. Z. Barnes, Liverpool. Rev. J. Cuc,.10, f-L1li~~x 

ev. J. Boden, Sheffield R J- Douolas, ,Re20111g-.,· 

Rev. D. Bogue, Gotpo;t I ReFv•.,b·wick cEfq. Newc7&Ie 
Rev. G B • • u r ~ , 

~CV T. ctder, Coventry. . upon 1 yne R 
• • arles> Bala, w .ilc:s ev • 
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Re,,. J. Flint, Horfiey, Glo- Rev. E. Parfons, Lccoi. 
cellerfhire Mr. W. Pritchard, Derby 

Rev A. Fuller, Kettering Rev. J.M. Ray, Sudbury 
Rev. J. Gardner, Cambridge Rev. Reading, Truro 
Rev. S. Greatheed, Newport Rev. J.Kyland, D.D. Briftol 

Pagnel Mr. B. Sewel, Norwich 
Rev.). Hinton, Oxford R~v. J. Slatterie, Chatham 
Rev. W. Jay. Bath R. Spear,Efq; Manchelter 
Rev. W. KingG,ury; South- Rev. - Stevenfon, C .. !He 

ampton Hcdingham, Effex 
Rev. G. Lambert, Hull Rev. I. Ta)lo1, l:olchefier 
Rev. R. l,,ittle, Hanley, Staf-

1 

Rev. -- Whitridge, Of-
fordtl1ire wellry 

Rev. H. Mends, Plymouth Rev. E. Williams, D. D. 
Rev. W. Mofeley, Long Rotherham 

Buckby, Northampton{h. 

J. Reyner, Efq; Treafurer, Duck's Foet Lane, 'Thames 
Street, .London. • , 

Rev. J. Hughes, A. M. Secretary, Batterfea, Surrey. 
T. \Villiams, Depofitary,.-No. 1~, Stationers' Court, Lud-

gate Street. • 

LIST GF PUCES 
To Subfcribers. To the Publi,. 

per 100 per 100 

Traas of three halfpence eath, 6s 6d--7s 6d 
one penny 4s 6d--5s 6d 
three farthings 3s 3d--4s cd 
one halfpenny 2s 6d-· -3s od 
one farthing Is 3d--Is 6d 

Village Traas at one penny 6s od--7s ed 
one halfpenny 3s od--3s 6d 

THE Writer of the Hill-ory of the New Connection of 
General Baptill-s, begs leave to offer the following apolngy for 
his long fileucc, and hopes it will be accepted, as of fufficient 
weight. He waited about fifteen month~ fo, fome materials 
neceffary to the connection of the narrative, and fince thefe 
have come to hand, his other numerous duties have rendered 
him incapable of proce~ding in the hi{tory. And though he 
rccei ved a particular req ue!t from the !all- Co11ference, held at 
Melbourn, to fini1h it if poffible, this year i yet he feels him-

fdf 
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lelt under the imperious neceffity of declining .it, for want of 
time, ~hough it would yield him fincere pleafure to accede to 
the folicitatio11s of his friends. He is not, however, without 
the hope of being able;; in a lhort time, to gratify thofe who 
wilh to fee it's completionj as it is his intention to publifu it 
entire, with coJ1recl:ions, and additions, which he prefumes 
may be accomplilhtd in about a ihillini pamphlet. 

Leicejler, Nov. 3, 1800. J. DEACON • 

• OBITUARY. 

MRS. Attei-by, the fubject of the following memoir, was 
firfl: a member of the General Raptilt Church at Monkfihorpe, 
Lincolnlbire. In this church lhe continued a member twenty­
~wo years; Afterwards removing to Maltby, ihe joined th~ 
fociery of General Baptifis, in that place; and continued a 
member @f it fifteen years. During her connection with the 
above chun;:hes, ilie ,gave ample teltimony that lhe was truly 
alive to God, and delighted to walk in his ways. In 1793 
fhe. had the misfortune by a fall, to diflocate the joint of her 
J1ip, which in a fhort time brought on a moll painful dif6rder, 
th4t terminated . i~ her death. Surgical allill:ance was ob­
tained, but the diforder baffled every exertion. Frequently 
her pains were fo exceedingly fevere, that notwithllandin..­
ilie polTelfed a great degree of patience, her cries were heard 
by furr_ounding neigh~ours. · At one time in particular, the 
qifordef raged with foch violence, as that, for ten hours, ihe 
was unable to move hand . or foot, In this affecting fi tua­
tion, lhe requelh:d her hu{bancl to go to prayer; he imme-. 

• diatcly did fo; and the [.ord heard in the time of trouble, and 
greatly abated her pains. 

In confequence of this they were filled w:ith gratitude, and 
with tears of joy praifed the Lord. 

In all her forrows, the Bible was' her companion, and the 
God of Jacob her blelfed portion. Though clouds fame­
times prevailed, yet Jehovah was her fiay, and the gofpel th~ 
found,aion of her everlalling hopes. She was vi ·,t;;d hv 
diffc:rcnt perfons from furrounding villages, with whom fhc 
freely converled, and to whom lhe proved a -great bleilin.;. 
Previous co her death, her hufband obferving her to be rather 
delirious~ faid, " My dear, you frem to know nothing." 
She, with fercnity of mind, replied, "I know that Jefus died 
for my fins, and that is fomething." But now the time of 

V 01.. II I. •" 3 X he: 
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her departu_re was near. Her hotly being worn out wit~ 
wearifome days, and become a fit companion for wormsi 
On July 5,1796, ~efrecly rellgned her immortal fpirit intQ 
the hamls of Jefus, being fitty~five years of age; and we 
have every reafon to believe that {h~ is now in_ that happy 
world where fin and for row can never come. At her reque!t, 
three fermons were delivered from 2 Cor. v. I'.· by three 
different minifiers. Her hufband, Mr. Attcrby, is fiill 
Jiving, and minifier of the Gener;il Ilaptifi Church ~t Kil-
Iingholm. . , 

May a divine bleffing be commanded upon all her fur­
viving relations; and may they a:l meet in the great day of 
judgment, to hear the joyful invitation,." Come ye bleffed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom pr~pijred !9r yqu from the 
foundation of the world."· Amen. 

SACRED POETRY. 

'TQ l~e Editor of the Genera{ Bf!pli.fl Magaz.l'h.e. 
S I It, 

I THINK the following ODES p~efent to our,. vi71,f, a 
contrail: moil: ~wfully firi~ing. If you think them admiffibl~ 
and werthy a place in the poetic department of your Maga-:: 
z.ine, their infertion will oblige • 

Your frien~ and pumble Servant, T. J. 
ODE: O~YE: • 

The D)'ing SINNER to his 
Soul. 

INJUR'D foul 1 I ;,ray thee 11:ay; 
Yet, Oh yet, thy flight delay: 
Chrifrlefs, vainly mercy crying, 
Oh the bitter pang of dying! 
Refrain, ftern death,_thine hand refrain, 
.And let me live my life again. 

Hark! the furies (peak my doom: 
Come, rhey fay, to tortures come; 
De.tb hat/1 all his terrors bro~ght; 
Every lenfe with horror's fraug!.t; 
l pine for breath; what muft thou fly, 
Poor foul, Lo le.!'e me, wretch, to die I 

Vain world, farewell; pleafurcs, adieu ' 
Lternel tormentJ are in view, 

l f<e my Judge and King : 
Life's fptnt ! Time', p•ll' l link, I go; 
0 confricnce 1 now thy pow'r l ii.now: 

0 Dl&th I l feel thy fting-

Tht D,yi,,g CHRISTIAN t­
his Sdul. 

VITAL (park of heaveply fla_me, 
'Q.!,ir, Oh quit thi, mortal frame ' 
T1embling, hopjng, lirig'ripg, flying, 
Oh the pain, the bliCs of dying ! ·" 
Cesfe, fond nature, cede thy firife, 
And \et me Jan'1uifli into life, 

Hark! they wh:fper; Angels fay, 
Sifter fpirit, come away; . • 
Whlt i, rhi, abforbs me quit c ? 
Steals my fenfes, lhuts my fight, 
D,owns "1Y fpirits, draws my breath! 
fell me, my foul, can this be death? 

The world recedes: it difappear, ! 
lieav'n opens qn 111y eyea I my ears 

With founds feraphic ring: 
Lend, lend your wings' ,I mount' 1 I Ry I 
U Grave! where is thy villory? 

0 Death! wbeic is thy 11:ing P. 
• CON-
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CONTEMPLATIONS. 
THE bufincfs of the Cultry day difpatch'd; 
'J'he night jull rifing on her elbow throne, 
)fas wrap'd in darknef. yon extende'.I phins, 
And drawn her mantle o'er the fpac1ous dctp., 
-The Aocks are gathering to their peatefol reft, 
Th~ pretty fongllers of tile nimble wing, 
So )•telv heard fweet warbling thro' the grove, 
Are hulh'd to lilence, and in thicketshid. 
•;Now let me Ilea! from the degenerate croud, 
And mount aloft on Contemplation's wings, 
'And foar above this little fc,ne of things, 
.To pay to Jefus my nofrurnal fong. 

The ·opening l,eauties of the vall expanfe~ 
ln vite t!ie eye their glories to explore. ' 
See planet after pla11et rife and reign; 
-~Vhile 'llars in thaufands glitter tm,ough the 1kies, 
f:' I what a richer field the heavens difplay 
.Of thy perfefrions, than meridian noon, ., 
Thou architect divi-ne-thou fource of all. 
'J'h~fe lhine, aad !how in rharall:;rs of gold ; 
"J'o the wh9le univerfe-their M.,ker's pra:fc. 
Tlieir voice is heard to earth's remote ft bo·,nd !. 
-Their folemn language unde1:{}ood by all. 

0 ! J!et my f,;,ul improve this filcllt hour, 
Jn free,· yet r~verent_ interrourfe with heaven. 
,Hail fov•~i,jgn goodne!s ! God of glory I Hail! 
Jn all thy works, thy pow'r and wifdom Jhincs. 
;i trace thy .footfteps thr011gh yon llarry-plafos, 
.And {hod ~lloniih'd at the hand divine: 
Whaler; amaz'd, beho_Jd the vall expanfe; ~ 
Th' cxcef{ive meannefs of myfelf I learn. 
W~at in this world,· and all this wo.-ld contair.s, . 
. eornpar'd with thy great w·anJcrs fix'd on high? 
_For vilionJrJ bliJ;, why Jho.;ld I pant, • 
.Anrl doot on pleafu,;es in a ftate like this ? 
• How ath the eagle in her heav'nly flight? 
Doth lhe withgteat f9licitude and care, 

~cgar<l the duff bcne,1th, when tow'ring high? , 
'l'owards Sol'.~ meridiao thr.one /be fpecds her way,. 
,and counts bis blazing fplenJors a.I her uwn, 
And !hall _l fulfer my imo:iortal part, 
60 capable to conten,p:;itc and weigh, 
:•n,e works of her Creator, anJ enj\,y, 
.His beatific pretence cvcrm<>re; . 
To gto,·el in this world of woe, for blifa? 
No; like the eagle, Jet me rife and fty, 
'YV'ith lleady pinions to my native lk1ei. 

I feel my heart expand, my wilh afpircs 
',To joys cit immortality; and dies 
To worldly grandeur, vifionary pomp! 
And rife, far f,,pot,or to their cha,·ms. 

When I furvey the ·hcav'ns which thou hat\ made, 
With all the planetary worlds on high, 
Smitten witl, wonder, I adoring lbnd; 
With fclf-abofement cry~[.or~ what is man, 
'l.lut he lhould be the obJclt rif thy Jo,,e. 

A111a&in; 
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Amazing condcfccrifion ,· Wnnd'rous i:rac,·! 
But O I to give thy deareft Son to die !­
This all futpal!es; this cclipth all, 
Thy boundltfs glories in yon fields 'lfliglit, 

. Ye n,ighty orbs which n,II around the sky : 
Which lhew in all your motions, power divine; 
The godhelld lhinet confpicuoully in you. 

But in the Savio'ur, brighter glories lhine. 
To him I n<>w di,•ecl my wond'ring eyea. 
l fee him form you t,y his plaftic hand, 
And give you all 7our properties and pow'rs ;· 
Then down from his ftupendousthrone defcend, 
To bleed on Calv'ry for the hun.an,ra,e. 
0 ! the immeafurahle depths and heights, 
And leRgths and bre:.dths of J efu 's love to man ! _ , 
Ye heavenly pow'rs ? Will you forfake your thro11d f 
Take flclh upon yo1T, to expire and die, 
To fa•ca wret,hed world fro1fi endlefs woe, 
Jn vain we ••k -But Jefus, unimplor'd, 
Down frem the ~ofom of his Father flew• 
To bear our fins upon the horrid uee, 
And fatisfy ftcrn juftice with his blood, 
Sec how it gulhes from his hands and feet, 

Ah! loTely Jefus ! 0 ! thou fpo_'.lefs lamb,· ., 
What barb 'rous tratment did ft I liou bear for m• ? 
Thy head maje;lic wo, e the thorny wreath; 
'Xhy holy flelh with dreadfol fcourges torn; 
Thy beauteous face defi!'d, and lbin'd with gore, 
\Vhich higheft angels rcvcreuce and adore. 

Enough ye wrrlches ! 0 ye barb'i-ous men! 
:h not your he!JiO, fu•ry! (ati,fied J . . , 
:No ! ftill he breathes; his heart's moft precious blooi1 
Muf\ all bo lhcd, to gratify your rage. ' 

Now let rne turn mine eyes !O Calvary's tre~, 
And fee him ftretch'd upon the torturing crols; 
la agonie5 unknowa hchold him hang, 
.A fpcllacle to a111ch and to men. 
Can'A'thou •1 foul Iii, various tormcr.t1 view, 
Not drop a tear for him who die<¼ for thee ? 

J cfu• my God ! my ool f facri fie" ! 
My fource of c:omfort, my eternal life; 
My Media.tor, and my .Advocate; 
To intercecd for me before the throne f 
My Judce, my Saviour.-O ! tranfporting thought, 
The ftaming (word from Paradife removes, 
And give• admittance to the tree of life, 
Which ftands invitini: with ir'1 golden fruit; 
,v hile God encourages to eat and live. 
Here joys unfading and immortal grow, 
And pleafurea cndlefs in-eternal Row, 
\\' hich quite ann,hilate the thought gf woe,• 
Blifs in abundan,e; bllfs for e•cr more: 
Where I i,nceafir.g /hall my Lord adore : 
Tune the high pr~ifel of the Great Jam; 
.luid liYe for eTer wi,h the bJetding Lamt.. 

T.J. 
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IN Augµfi:, inz, archbilhop Warham departed this- life; 
~d the Icing; thinking Dr; Cranmer the mofi proper perfon 
to fucceed hi1n ir,i the fee of Canterbury, wrote to him to 
hafl:en home, concealing the reafon : but Cranmer gueffing at 
it; and deliroas to decline the ilation, moved flowly on; in 
hppes that the fee might be filled b'efore his _arrival. But 
all this backwardnefs, and the excufos which his great mo­
defi:y and humility prompte'd him to make, when after his 
return' the ki11g opened his refolution to him, ferved only t<> 
r,i.ife the king's opinion of his merit'; fo that at !all: he found 
himfelf oaliged. to fubmit,. and undertake the weighty charge. 
He was con(ecrated on March 30, I 533 . 
. Archbi!hop Cranmer, from the day of his promotion to the 

fee of Canterbury, .had continually employed his thoughts on 
getting the fcriptures tranflated into .Englifh: he h.id often 
follicited his mi1jefl:y about rt, and-at length obtained a grant 
that they might be tranflated and printed. For want of good 
p;i.per in England, th.! copy was fent to Paris; and by 
.6onn'er's means, a licence was procured for printing it ther~: 
As foo·n as fome ofthe cril:'ies came to the arJ:h\iifhop's hands, 
he fent o•oi, to the Lird CromwciJ, defiring hi:n to prde•1t it in 
his name· t.o the king, importu11i,16 him tL> interc.ed<! with his 
qiajell:y, that by his authori'ty all his fubj.:.:1:s might hJv.: the 
liberty of ulini it witho~t ,011!lraint ; wnich lord Crumwel 

Vo1.. Ill. 3 Y did~ 



ilIOGRAPHt', 

did, and the king rea.dily afTented, Injun8ioos were fortf1.J 
with publiilied, requiring an Englilh Bible of the largell: fize· 
to be procured for the ufe of every parilh church, at the eX-' 
pence of the minifier and ~hurchwardeas; and prohibited .al 
~Mcourag~ng the people f1:om re~din_g or hearing the fcrip...1 
tures. 1 he book was received with inexpreffible joy ; every 
one that was able purchafed the fame; and the poor greedily 
:tlocked to hear it reall. . Some perfons in yt:ars learned to read 
on purpofe that they miglit perufo it; and even little children 
crowded with cagernefs to hear it. 

The archbilhop was not yet convinced of the falfenefs of_ 
the abfurd doctrine oftranfoblhntiation, but continued a fiiff' 
maintainer of the corporal prefence; as appears from his 
being unhappily concerned th the profecution of 1Lambert~ 
who was b_ur~ed, Novemoer the 20th, 1538·, for _denying 
tranfubfi:anuat,on. • 

In I 539, the a.rchbilhop and the other bilhops, who fa. 
voured a reformation, fell under. the king's difpleafure; be­
c_aufe they could no~ be perfoaded, to' give their affent: in par..; 
haml!nt, that the king lbould have all the revenues of the' 
monafieries V> hich were fupprefled to his own fo!e ufe. They 
had been prevailed upon to C()ntent, that he lhould have all ithe 
lands which his ancefiors gave to any of them; but the reudue· 
they would have beftowcd on hofpitals, fchools, and_ other 
pious and charitable foundations. Gardiner, bilhop of Win­
chefu:r, and the refl: of the popifu facl:ioa, took this opportu .. 
nity to inlinuate the:-n{elves, by their hypocrify and flattery, 
iAto the king's favour, and to incen"fe him a.gainft the ar-ch­
hifhop. This is thought to have been the cauf-e of tire king's 
7,eal, in preffing the bill containini the iix bloody arti,des ;· 
by which none were allowed to fpeak. againfl tranfo.bfiantia­
ti.o~ on pain of being ~urnt as hereticks, a_nd forfeiting their 
goods and chattles, as m cafe of r,eafon: 1t was alfo thereby 
made felony, and forfeiture of lands and goods, llo defetid the 
communion in both kinds, or marri'age of the_clergy, or thofe 
who had vowed celibacy, or to fpeak againft private maff'eS' 
and auricular confeilion. ' 

The archbiiliop argued boldly in the houfe again!l the Rx 
articles, three day!> together; aud that fo firenuoully, t-hat 
though the king was fo obHrnate in paffing the a...-'l:, yet he de­
fired a copy of his reifons againfl: it; a-nd fu·ewed no rcfent­
mt>nt- towards him for hili oppofition to it. The kint woul~ 
kave perfuaded him to withdraw out of the houfe, fince he 
could not vote for the bill ; but after a decent e.:cufe, he told 
his majefry, that he tho·ught himklf.obUge,d ill confcienoe,..to 
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fay aad thew his dHTent. When the bill palfed, he entered 
his protei\ againfi it; and Coon after he fent his wife away pri­
vately to her friends in Germany. The king, who loved 
him for his probity and courage, fent the duk€s of Norfolk 
;md Suffolkt and the lord Cro:nwel, to acquaint him with 
-the efieem he had for him, and to a!Ture him of his favour, 
potwithfl:andin~ the paffi.ng of the alt. 

In 1540, the king iffued out a commiffion to the arch­
bilhop, and·a felell: number of bilhops, to infpea into mat­
ters of religion, and explain fame of the chief doclrines of it. 
The bilhopa drew up a fet of articles, favouring the old popifh 
!uperfiitions; and meeting at Lambeth, vehemently urged the 
archbiihop, that they might be eftabliihed, it being the king'i 
will and pleafure. Bl)t neither by fear nor flattery could 
they prevail upon him to confent to it ; no, though his friencl 
tije lord Cromwel l~y then in the Tower, and himfelf wa5 
fuppofed to lofc ground more and more in the kinfs affec .. 
ti0ns. He went himfelf to the king, and expefl:ulared witb 
him, and (o wrought upon him, ,that he joined with the 
archbilhop again 0: the refl: of the commiffioners; and tbe book: 
of articles was drawn up and palfed according to Cranmer's 
judgment. 
• ln this year the h1rgefl: volume of the Englifh Bible was 
publilhed,, with an excellent preface of the archbilhop's pre~ 
fixe~ to it·; and Bonner, then n~wly confecrented bilhop of 
Loi,,don, fet up fix of them in the moil: convenient places of his 
cath1:4ral of St. Paul's, for the people to refort unto and read, 
So different ·were hi1o fcntiments them, from what he after­
wards appeared in ~een Mary's days. 

After the fall of the lord Cromwel, arc:hbithop Cranmer, 
obferving the refllefs fpirit of his aqverfaries, and how they 
lay upon the watch for an opportunity to bring him int~ 
,:rouble; thought it prudent to retire for a feafon, and to lives 
in as great privacy as the cluties of his fi:atio11 would permit 
him. Notwithfianding which, his implai:;able enemy, billlop 
Gardiner, was daily c-ontriving his ruin; and he having pro.­
cured one Sir John Gofiwicke to accufe the archbiihop in 
parliament, of encouraging novel opinions, and making 
his family a nurfery of herefy and [edition; !iivers lords of the 
privy council moved the king to commit the archbifhop t<;> the 
Tower, till enquiry ihould be made into the truth of thia 
tharge. . 

Thet king, who perceived that there was more malice tha11 
Jruth- in thefe .clamours againfl: Cra1,1mer; one evening, wnder 
yreteijce of divertif)g himfelf on the water, orger~d his barge 
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to b~ r~wed t~ Lambeth~fide.. The archbilhop's (er•ant$ •~w 

quainting their lord_ of his maJdlfs be.ng fo near, his lordiliiP, 
~,a"?e to_ the wate_r-hde, to pay his refpctls. to the king, and t(l 
u~v1te b1m into ~1s palace. The king commanded the arch; 
bdh?p to con:ie into the barge, and made him· fit down clo~ 
by him i hav1~g fo ~one, the king ?egan to 'complain to l~irn', 
of ~h~ !1at10n s_ beu~g over-run with hereTy and new notion~ 
of d1v1mty, '\\h1~h he had reafon to fear might be of dangerous 
<01~f~quence, and tha..t the faction might in time break out intb 
,a civil war, and be the caufe of much blood-I.bed; arid the 
total ruin ~f ma~y of_ his honeft and peaceable fubjecls. To 
prevent which, his maJefty told him, he was refolved to feelc 
after the grand incendiary, and tq takj:1 him· off. by fome 
exemplary punifhment. And then proceeded to alk the 
archbiiliop what l}is opinion was offuch a refolution. Thoi 
Cranmer foen fmclt the meaning of that quefl:ion, yet he 
freely, and without the leaft appearance of ~oncern, replied; 
that his mijefry's refolmion was greatf y to be commended; and 
and that not only the prime incendiary, but alfo the re~ of the 
factious hcreticks ought to be made publick examples, to the 
terror of others : but then he cautioned the king, not to charge 
thofe with herefy, who made the tlivinely-infpired fcripture~ 
the rule of their faith, and could prove their doctrine by clear 
tefl:imonies from the word of God; Upon this, the king cam~ 
clofer, and plainly told him, he had been inf~rmed ·by-tnany; 
that he was the grand herefiarch, who encouraged :all this hete_. 
rodoxy; and that his authority had occafioned the fix articles 
to be contefted fo publickly in his province. The archbil110p 
modefily rep! ied, Lhat he could not ackno~ ledge hirnfelf to be 
pf the fame opinion, in ref pell: of thofe articles, as he had 
clecl.ired himfelf of, when the bill was paffing ; but that not.; 
withfl:anding he was not confcious to himfelf, of having 
offended againft the act. Then the king, putting on an air 
of pleafantry, afked him, whether his bed-chamber y;,ould 
ftand the tefi: of thofe articles; the archbifhop gravely and 
ingenuou_fly con~efied, that he ~as married in ~ermany 
ouring his emhafiy at the emperors coµrt, before his pro_mo­
tion to cbe fee of Canterbury ; but, at the fame time, 
2.ffured the king, that on th_e paffing that a&, he had parte:d 
with his wife, and fent her abroad to' her friends; His 
:anf wering thus, withaut evafion or referve, fo pleafe_d the 
king, that he now pulled off the _mafk, an~ alfured_ him o~ 
}1is favour; and then freely told him of the information pre­
f~red againfi him, and who they w.ere that pretende~ to mak~ 
;,. good. The archbilho~ faid, that he. Y;'.as not afraid ft~~~a 
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ftricleA: fcrutiny; and therefore vras willing to fobmit hitnfelf 
'to a IL >ii trial. The ki11g, affurcd him, he would put the 
.caufr J;,to his own hands, and trufi him entirely with the 
man;igernent of it. This the archbiihop remonflrated, would 
be cenfured as partiality, and the_ king's jufl:ice called in 
~uefiion: but his majefiy had fo firong an ·opinion of Cran­
mer's integrity, that he was refol ved to leave it to his conduct i 
plnd having farther afiured him of the entire confidence he re­
pcfed in him, he difmiffod him. 
• The archbilhop immediately fent down his vicar-genera!, 
~nd principal regifirary to Canterbury, to make a thorough 
,enquiry into the ;iffair, and trace the progrefs of this pfot 
~gainfl: him. In the mean time his adVtrfaries importunately 
·prefied _the king to fend him to prifon, and oblige him to 
anfwer to. the charge of herefy. /u length his majefiy re­
figned fo far to their folicitations, as to confent, that if the 
:archbilhop_ could fair I y b proved guilty of any one crime 
~gainff either chu r eh or !late, he fuould be ft-nt to prifon : in 
~his the king acted the politici,.n, intending, by thus fc:cm­
Jngly giving countenance- to the profecution, to di1cover 
)who were Cranmer's a<lverfaries, and what was the length 
of their defign againfl: him. At minnight he font a gentle­
n~an of his privy chamber to Lambeth, to fetch the arch­
J:,1~op_; and whe!1 he was come, told him, how he had been 
µa1ly 1mportun"t:d to commit him to prifon, as a fauter of 
herefy; and • how far he had complied. The archbi{hop 
fhanked his r;mijefl:y for this timely notice, and declared him­
fe~f willing to go to prifon, and ftand a trial ; for being con­
fc;1ous that he was not guilty of any offence, he thought that 
the beft way t~ dcrr his innocence, aud remove all unrcaforr-
4tble an_d g:roundlefa fufpicions. • 

The ki11g admiring his ftmplicity, told him, he was in tne 
wrong to rely fo much on his innocence; for if he were once 
µnder a cloud, and hurried to prifon, there would be villains 
f:nough to fwt:ar any thing againfl: him; but while he was at 
]iberry, and his characler intir(•, it wonld not be fo eafy to 
fuborn witneffes againfi him. '~ And therefore, ( conti~ued 
he,) fin~c your unguarded fimplicjty makes you lefs cautruus. 
than ypu ought to be, I will fuggefl: t~ you the means or 
your prefcr~.ition. To-morrow. rou will be ~ent for to the 
privy counc,l, ahd._ordered to pnlon; upon this you are to 
requell-, that fince you h'ave the honour to _be one of ~he 
bo:ird, you may be ,idmitted urlto the council, and t~e 11,­

formers again(!: you brought fa~e. to face ; and ~hen 1_f yc_u 
cannot clear yourfelf, you are willing t() go to ppfon: tf this 
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rne, and gh'• 
for fo doing.'' 
off his finger, 

rcif:m:iblc requdl is denied rou, apptal to 
them this fign, that you have my authority 
Then the king took a ring of a great valu~ 
gave it to the archbiiliop, and difmiffed him. 

The next morning the archbil110p was fummoned to the 
pri"Y council ; and when he came there, was cleaied admit­
tance into the co:mcil chamber. \Vhen Dr. Butts, one of 
the kin g's phyficians, heard of this, he came to the archbiiliop~ 
·who wa,;; waiting in the lobby amongft the footmen, to fhew 
his refpect, and to protect him from i-nfults. The king foon 
:after fending for the d()8or, he acquainted his 1mijefiy with the 
1b;:.meful indi3·nity put upon the archbiihop. The king, 
i;1ccnfe<l, that the .Primate of .ill England {hould be ufeJ in fo, 
contumelious a ma:nner, immediately fent to command them 
to .:.dmit the archbilbop into the council chamber. A his 
entrance he was faluted with an heavy accufation, of having 
i:-ife.:ted the whole realm with herefy; and ~ommanded to the 
Tower, till the whole of this chaq~e was t~oroughly exa .. 
mined. The archbifhop defired to fee the informers againft 
him, and to have the liberty of defencEng hirnfelf \lefore the 
council, and not to be fent to prifon on bare fufpi~ion. But 
111•ben this WJS abfolutely denied him, and finding that nei.,. 
ther arguments or intreaties would prevail, he appealed to 
the king; aoo producing the ring he had given him,··put a 
:k~p to their proceedings. When they came before the king-. 
he feverely reprimanded them, expatiated on his obligations 
to Cranmer for his fidelity and integrity; and ch~rged them~ 
if they had any affection for him, to exprefs it, by their love 
:and kindnc:fs to the archbifbop. Cranmer ha,ving efcapc:d 
the foare, never !hewed the, leafi refentment for' the injuri-cs 
done hfm ; ;;.nd fr,lm this time forwards had --fo great a lhare­
in the kinis favour, that noth,ing was attempted againff 
him. • 

Thefe troubles of the good archbilhop are f<;,mewhat dif. 
fL·rtntly related by Dr. Burnet and Mr. Strype; but I rathl?JI 
chufc to follow archbifhop Parker's jl,CCount, who living, in 
u1ofe times, muil: be .tllowed a much better authority, ill 
thii1!:!_S of this nature, than any who live at fo great -~ 
01fL~u:e. 
• Tf:e archbii110;1's vicar-general and regillcr, being foun4 
negiigent aud dilatory, the king font D.-. Lee privately to 
C:mre~bury, • to cx2.n1inc into this confpir2cy againll the.arch..., 
~;Orn\", 2nd make hi~ reportof what he could difcover. Ona, 
fl, t-.:l en-4uiry, he fo!.!nd le~ters from biiliop Gardiner's fecre­
t. r )', by whic~ i~ .:_ri:11;ared, that the prelate haq been ~he 
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t'tittcipal 1i"romoter of this profecution :igainft Cranmer. 
When the bifhop of Winchefler perceived, that his ddigns­
again{!: the archbilhop were detec!:ed, fearing the confequ:::1ce, 
lie ·wrote him a very humble penitent letter, in which he ac­
Jmowledied himfdf to have been guilty of great folly in 
gi·ving credit to thofe ilanderous reports, which were raifod 
agai.nH the:archbi-Otop, as if he had been a favourer of he­
refy and'falfe doctrines; declaring, that he was now entirely 
fatisfied, that thefe accufations where wholly falfe and grouricf_. 
lels; alkirig pardo·n in moft fubmiffive and affecl:icmate terms 
for his o-reat ralhnefs and undutifulnefs, and promilino- a!l 
future ~bedience and fidelity to the archbifhop, who~ he 
fil:iled his good and gentle father. On the reception of this 
letter, the -arcbbilhop, laying afide a-11 refentment againfl: 
•him, refolved. fo forget what was pafl:; and fai<l, fi-nee 
Gardiner· called him father, he would prove a father to him 
indeed: and when the king would have bid the bilhop of 
Winchefter's letter before the 1:foufe of Lords, Cranmer 
prevailed .with him, not to give the bilhop any trouble about it, 
D'Ut let the matter drop. 
. The fame lcnity he {bowed towards Doctor Thornton. 
the fuffragan of Dover; and D0ctor Barbar ; who though 
t:ntertained in his family, and entrufh:d with his fecrecs. 
and indebted ta him for many favours, had ungratcful'I y con-:­
fpired with Gardiner, to take away his life. vVhen he firft. 
difcovercd their treachery, he took thtm afide into his fiudy,. 
and telling them that he had been bafely and fallel:y abulcd by 
fome, in whom he had· always repofed the greatefl:• confi­
dence, delired them to advife him, how he fhould behave 
himfelf towards them, , They not fufpecl:i-ng to be concerned 
in the quefl:ion, replied, tha.t Cuch vile abandoned villains 
tiught to be profecuted with the utmolt rigour ; nay,. deferved 
to die without mercy. At this the archeifhop lifting up his 
l:iands to heaven, cried ou'c, <~ merciful God, whom may a 
,ran trufl: !" and then pulling out of his bofom the letters, b_v­
which he· had clifcovered their treachery, alked them if they 
knew thofe papers. When they faw their own letters pro'... 
duced againfl: tht:m, they were in the utmofl: confulion, and 
falling down on their knees, humbly foed for forgi venefs. 
The archbiO:iop told them, that he forg:1vc them, and wonld 
pray for them ; but th.:t they mull: not expect him ever to 
truft them fer the future. 
, And now I am upon this fubject of the archbi!hop•s 
readinefs to forgive and forg::t injuries, I cannot but take: 
11~tice of a pleafant fiory which happened fome time bef,,re 
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this; tht archhilhop's . 6.rfi: wife, whom he marrie<t' at c·arh~ 
bridge, lived at the D.>lphin inn; and he often rcforte4 
~hither on that account ; the ~opi!h p~rty had raifed a fiort,: 
that he was an allier of tha~ um, and, never had. the benetit: 
of a. teamed educati_on •. This id)e tl:e,ry a Y ork{hire prieft: 
had with great confidence altertcd in ?,n .alc~houfe,. which he 
ufed to frequent; rail_ing ai the archbifhop, and faying thal: 
he had no·more le:a.rmng than a goofe._ Some.of the .pari!h;' 
who had a refpetl: for Cranmer's characler, informe_d the lord: 
Cromwell of_this, who i~mediately Jent_ for the prie~; and'. 
committed him to the r leet priforr. . When he had been 
there' nine or ten wt:eks, he fent a. rei.ation of l:iis to the 
:arch)\,lhop, to beg his pardon, and h~rnbly foe _to him fo~ ~· 
<fifcharge. The archbifuop intlantly fent for h~m, and after 
ientle reproof, afked the priefl, whethfi he kne~ him ? td 
which he anfwered no; the archbilhop expo{lulated with him,i 
v.·hy he iliould then make fo free with_ his, charatl:er :11 _.-The 
priefi excufed himfelf by his being in ~rink. bu_t this, Cran~ 
mer told him, was a double fault; and then let_ hi'm ~o·know

1
• 

that if he had a mind to try what a'fcholar he was,· he fbould' 
have liberty to oppofe him, in what~ve_r fcience _ ~e pleafed. 
The pridl: humbly afked his pardon, and confeffed himfelf to' 
be very ign_o~ant, and to undedl:~nd ,nothing but h.is mother-

1 
tongue. " No doubt then, faid Cranmer, you are :well' 
verfed in the Englifu bible, and i:an anfwer any. qu,e,!l:ion ou~ 
of that: pray tdl. me who was David's father?» The pridt 
11ood frill a~while, to confider; but at lafl: told the .irch­
liiiliop, he could not reeollecl: his 'nam~; '' Tell me then, 
fays Cranmer, who was Solomon's father?" The poor 
pridl replied, that he had no fkill in genealogies, and could 
not tell. Then the archbilhop advifed him to frequent ale­
houfes lefs, and his fiudy more; and admonifued him, not to 
accufe others for want oflearning, till he was mailer of fame 

himfelf, diCcharged him out of cufl:ody, and fent him home· 
to his cure. •. , 

Thus much may Cuffice concerni1;g the clemency and 
charitable 'forgiving temper of the arc~bi!hop .. H~ was' 
much blamed by many for his too grliltlt lemty; wh1cl1, 1t was 
thought, ~ncou:aged the Popifh faclion. to ma~e. fi cfh at-· 
te:';lpts agarnft him. The king,· obferv111g the1r implacable 
};atred toward5 him, an<l the perils, to which he was expofed, 
~n account of the zeal, for the n:formation of thofe abuCes,­
under which the church groaned, changed his coat of arms, 
from three Cranes, to three Pelicans ; thereby in_timating cc, 
him, that he muft, like the Pelican>' ilied his blood f'~r. h~ 
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Cpi,rhµal .ch,ildr.~n•s beqeiit,,_if it Jb_o_uld pl_eafi: ,9od to call 
ruin thereto. O,1 Jari. 28th, 1546, the king died, and wa~ 
fuccctedecl by his only Jon Ed,ward', who reigned till July 
1583. On the death o'f Edward, Mary came to the throne, 
in.'whofe rergri; the ar~hHiiliop for his teftimony and faith­
ful erideavo'u.rs to mairltain the lrutH; again.ft the abominatioM 
of popery, fuffer'ed mar~yrdom: • 

SERI\1:0NS AND ESSAYS~ 
..,...-

iB& iNSTRUCT.ioN OF THE Rt~ING GENERATION' IN 
THE u.INci~LEs o-i' Tj'IE CHRISTIAN RE1rc10M 

lt.ECOM!'.i'.ENDED. 
. . (Concluded J~oin page 427.) 
.~ . . '\ , . 

'J?yr ;b)le .. ~hi: utilit¥. of catefhifm~. i~ in,fi~eJ o'n, as. f~i'.;. 
Ji1lhrng the rhemoty with an tnvaluab'le treafure of d1v1ne 
'kn6\.\•ledg;e,. aricl'-p,r~f~nting a iich repaH· of the noblefl: idea~ 
ti-o'rh year t6 year; 'as the 'mind is enlarge~ to receive and. 
.~orti,l:\reh~n~ them ; to tefl: in ~he m_ere learmng of t~e wordi 
or a catechifm, however· ex-cellent, IS a very defechve mode 
bf '.i_nftn..tchon: , • •T~e fa;echifrri fuould be ex:pbined ; every 
qt1e{{ioi1 and i111w1:Ifuould be broken. into fmall pieces; and 
't~e' truths prefente·d 'in different words, and in a different 
"form.''· " . ' 
•• Nor is this ali: tl-ie fcdptU:res fuould be bfouglit intd 
vi~w: they thould • be read; the,Y 0fo'uld be expounded; 
felec\: paffages !hould be got by heart ;' a11d the fchoiars fhould_ 
l>e taught to venerate· the. word of Gnd • as· the fountain of 
knowledge, 'to love it as the bc;il: of books, and to meditate ort 
it all the days of their life: Never can teachers too earndl:lf 
urge i( o'n dieir fcholars, '' This book is to be your infl:rutlor, 
j~~r c~unfellor, yolir phyfi:cian; and your comforter: it 
·w,11 !;Ulde you to eternal glory." . 
• .. At the' fa1'11e time they ihould be warned ag:i:infl: the too 
it~_trnn_on fins of lying? ~w7aring, difhonefl:y, difob;dience to_ 
parents, &c. ancf enJotned to fana1fy the Lord s day, to 
it~end on public wdrfhip, to learn hymns, .ar.d ling the 
praifes of God,· to fpeak the truth, to be upright in their con­
duct:, and to attend to every good 1,vork, that they may adorn 
th~ doc\:rine·of God their Saviour in all things. And_ if th:e 
auties of the 4lifferent relatio·ns in which they are or may be 
pli~ed, and the variou~ (ocial vi'rtues .raifed on tne· foundation 
• s z.. g{ 



of ~hrii1ian principks:, be frequentl; \idd up,to.view~ arn1~e..­
commended to their obfci:rva11ce·, the moft benefrcial con(~ .• 
quen~es will be found to refult from it, • . 

But wheri: {hall.teachers be found for thefe Cchools? Tliere· 
li~s the d~ffi~ulty, will ma)1y_fat, ;fhat f'.kh maybe foi:.u-1.d, 
will certarnly he allowed : 1t 1s rnde.e<l of the Jail moh1ent'thit 
they be qtr:llified for the arduous fervice: --

Thofo who. ar.e ignorant of chriftianity, how much foever· 
they may know of other things, are neceflarily-eSc·ctudei¼. 
To employ them i.n fuclt an office is to defeat the end pro. 
pofed. Nor are perfons Jcfiituti' of the fpirit of religion; 
th~ugh they.may know it in tli~ory, fit to be engaged.~~ 
teachers. They may teach for hire but not with affe'cl-ion'; 
:i.nd how much depends en that! befiitut'e of the chrillia11 
temper themfelves, how can they fpeak: with wifdom ·and 
with feeling on what they never experienced, and on what 
they defpife ! . . _ , ;, .-~ 

The grand radical qualfication required is, that thef b~ 
the difciples of Chrift. Among them doubtlefs will b~.' 1fo1~p!l, 
bW1dance of te~ch~rs.. The mi mfi:rs;. of-; Ch,riff,- ·will 'Jli~y 
11ot feel the obligations to perform a ferv1ce fo important fo 
their Mafier's caufe? . Ar_e tb_e.re. riot in. ihofl: congreg.ations 
private chrill:ians of judg_ment and experi,mce in the things 
God, well qualified for.the .work? Can ih.ere 11ot be fo~nd's 
a confiderable numbei; pf pious wom~n who have leifure fro.tit 
' 6 / I~ , I • ' 

tlomefiic employments to promote the ends of foch an 'infli'.. 
tu.tion? How -many young, {l~rfons ~f, _bot~ [exes "Yh,o hav·e 
\,een trained up thernfelves 111 the w;iys of rd1gion, would. r_e,­
joice to unite in Jh!, _capfe ! Maj t\ere not be added to t~e 
1ifr, not a few- nch cd1fc1ples of Je(u-s, and Cuch as hold emx:. 
11ent fiations in the wi,rld,- who w.ilr ~he"erfully come forward 
to the help of the friends of the riling generatio!] .? In everf 
religious focicty, -. although the ",meinbers m~y be ,rnuc)i­
eRg.ged in bufinefs, might not _fiv;' or ~x, pedc~qs, ~n\(~ }n 
this good defign? Betides, f?c1et1es n~ight be ~o~me~,_tb 
promote the religious inflrucbon of. childre_n; to p,atr?,mfe 
the extenfive carrying on of the work; to .furni{h bo~Jcs an~ 
W:hatever is necetfary in places where the people have not 
friends to procure them for themfelves, .nd to defray the· ne­
ceffary expences of the fchool. A central ·fociety rpight _ be 
inil:ituted in London to co-operat~ with thofe in the country'; 
and thus be a bond of u11ion in the glorious work. 

T~lay down rµlcs for the ma11age1nent of fchools appears 
unncceflary. . There wjJ1 be . .a va11icty; i..n the mode, arifinc 
il:om circiimllanccs. Where a khool is formed, and a cen .. 
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lidcrablc n,um9cr of children atte~d· at t,he fame time and. 
place, a.moderate ll,iare of undc~ftanding win fuffice to point 
out a proper method ·of rroceeding, To hear them repeat 
the -cate.chtf 111 and· paffilges of fcripture, and what they 
_remember_ of the fermons of t~c day ; to explain and to con­
irm the truths in a fimple manner, and to eadeavour to 
:imprefs them on, the heart 1 to direlt them to find out at 
home texts of Scripture to prove important doctrines, co 
,uriite • in finging hymns of praife, and to join together i111 
prayer. to God· for h.is: ble:Qing, is all that can lie dcfin~d. 
,But the fetting up of regular fchctolii is not the only way 
of furthering the delign. Some • good men will call th• 
.-chiltlren of the neighbourhood into thefr houfes, and inllru& 
,them at their hours ,of leifure. The f.tther of a family wilt 
render great,fervice by cate.chifing ~h!= little onei of ignoi:anc 
,neighbours along with his own. A mafl:er may fee the pro­
priety of teaching the children of his fervants. A good 
woman niayappoint an ·hour or two in the week for gi-1ting 
jnformation _to ten: or /twelve ne~l'ell:ed boys and girls. 
Another m~y pay at-ten~ion to .an orpha,n child. A pious 
yotmg lady may be prev?,-iled on to rake charge of two or three 

. little girls, or even encreafe the number. lit lliort, what ii 
propofed in this effay, is· to enl~rge as much as poffible the 
fphere ,of .i,tlion, a)?ci to fet e~ery frien.d of religion tg 
-work. • ' 
_ • To what extent the- plan· may be carried depends on_ the 
exertions of the· difciples -of Jefus. With -but a moderate 
difplay of Chri!l:ian ~eal, it may, without exag~eratio~, be 
.~omputea that 200~000 children, who are now growing up 
}n Pagon darknefs will reeeive the ki~owledge of the principles 
1.of- the Gofp.el. 1f _the great would lead the way, double. the 
)iumber may be trained up in the feat of God: 

Enough has been faid' to demonHrate the importance, 
neceffity., reafonablenefs, facility, and mode of inftructing 
the rifing ger:ieration irr the principles of religion. Let the 
pi(ciples of J_efus lay th: fubj~c:l: ferioufi_y to ~eart. . \~ 

What fubJecl: more 1mpenoufiy claims 1t? A faymg ~ 
_Pericles, when the youth of Athens were flain in battle, 
has been much admired.for it's juflnefs: ",that it was the lofs 
of the fpring in nature." If there be no _buds and bloffomi 
then, there will be no fruit in autllmn. Ignorant youth is 
like a bad fpring _when blight.has killed the blolfoms and the 
.caterpillar has devoured every green leaf: the year ends in 
'barrcnnefs. • Such as the young people of a eollntry are, will 
fhe ·actI¥e part of (Qciety, and the aged ufually be, A pious 
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:,oouth is likely to be fucceeded by a wife and virtuo11s m~n:-: 
hood, and by a pious and venerable old ~ge. Follow thi: 
perfon into eternity; and how afioni1hingly js the magnjt~de 
cl the objell: encreafcd. ' • • • 

To yie~ ;h_e neglect, ~he preadful negl~c} of th~ riling 
generation m llmts paft, 1s a heart ren4ing ~~- The <li-: 
iciples of Jefus were furroundt\i with multitudes of little 
creatures growing µp in rot.al ignoran,:e .• They ~~e~ th~ 
country was :filled with them in every quarter ; thFy wer~ 
convinced that fuch muft peri!h for lack of knowl~dge; • yet 
nothing w~s done t• procure_ a general change: G~o.d pcoplt; 
taught their o:wn c)1ildren9 and left others to perill~. La­
mentable indeed it i~ indeed it is, that. this· .fhould ever be ~lu; 
pfe ! Where was Chriftian piety Wher_e was the zeal qf 
the follow~rs ?f the lamb? It hp.s been fo for generation~ 
pafl: but ha:; 1t not been fo tGQ lopg ! Shoujd it continuefq 
for another y~ar? a11d, p_ught any qegJected fhiJ~ to ~e a~le to 
lift up it's voiq: ip the langul!ge of µnayaili1ig complaint; 
~' No man careth for my foµI," Should not the yieVf of pafl: 
negligen~e, whi)e it makt's 1:1s bluOi for our riegligen!=e, fijmu­
late us to ~xert ourfelyes wit~ al) diligen5=,e, ~or foe ~ime to cQme~ 
• There is, how_ever, o.c~afion tp rejpice, t'1.it of l~te God has 
put into the hearts of his people, to attempt in thi~ way to 
promote the inkrefis of the Redeemer's ~ingdom. Much, 
very much has been done in Scotland? and the Sabbath 
fchools there, are fo widc)y extep,dipg th~mfelves, as to pro .. 
mife a !;onlider;able degree of nati~naJ pene~t ;inp p~blic 
nformat:ion. In England a very pltafirg beginning ha:; 
been mape \n rr,any places, and fu~cefs b~yofld what could 
have been expelled, has attended the pipµs laboµrs; bµt frill 
it is only a beginning; it is the w;iye (heaf prefented tp 
Jehovah: the full )1-1rve~ is yet to b~ gathered in. Let every 
one girel himfelf, take U!J hi~ fickle, and begin to re_ap • 

.Minifiers of Chrifi, ye, to whom Jefus has fa1d, "Feed 
my Iambs,'' let your zeal appear. In every good work you 
1hould go before the flock. Go before them here; Do w haf• 
you can yourfel vts in teaching and ftt a patterp for others ~o 
follow .. Let them fee you furrounded ·RY ~pe younger part 
pf your congregatjqn1 an~ any that 1'Vill attend. When 
you do thus, you can, with a good grac~, ~all upon oihers t1> 
ftep forward to your affiflance, and to pity thofe who have 
pone to infiruct them. 

Chrifiians of eminence for knowlege: .j.udgment, ze:.J, 
apd ilandi!"lg in the church, to whom Goel has given the 
~ll(ue of uie learn~d, her$! ts an object for 7our zeal ~ hef~i: 
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is a theatre for your f piritual wifdom. There are hundreds 
around you of poor he! plefs orphans, at leafi: in this refpetl:., 
~hat they have neither father nor mother who can teach them 
the knowledge of God. They cry to you fo,: pity'. Shall 
they cry in .vair:i ,? Sh11t not µp your bpwels of compalfion 
from them. 

Pious young !1JCn, who hav~ been well taught both by 
God and man, ard have known early the facred Scriptures, 
here is a fuitable employmen~ for you. Does it feem too 
great for you to undertake? Let three or four unite .and 
begin a fch90} ; or, if you p1efer it, aifociate one or two of 
riper yea,rs7 that you may blerid the judgment and Jleadinefs 
fiJf ,1.ge wich ;he ardour and affeB:ion of youth. 

Pev.out w,omen7 ye too are called on ~o the work of the 
ior<l; ye ~re intreated meekly to difpenfe the milk of divine 
truth to babes. Natur~ has taught you to pity poor helplefs 
i::hildren, whom you fee deftitute of maternal care ; anq doi:s 
pot grace teach you, 0 mothers in lfraef ! to feel for the 
~efl:imte condition of thofe y;ho never had a parent to difplay 
tender emotions of fpiritnal alfecl:i:>n? Could not fome of 
you teach a fchool of girls? ·could not others pay attention 
~o the children of their fervants or a few neighbours? Could 
pot thofe whq have much to do, yet be the infiructors of one 
Jielplefs child? fo~ one.is an important objell-it has an im. 
mortal foul. • 
• Young females, who have been ear} y taµght of Go~, ltere 
i.s employment for you too. Your afftclionate tendernefs 
gives you a peculiar fitnefs for the wo1k. Many of you have 
jnfluenc~: undertake the pleafing, though arduous talk. 
,Account it an honour to be employed in his fervice, look up 
to him for aid; he \Vill help you, and crown your endeavours 
with fucc_efs. 

;Rich difciples of Jefus, you are called on to aid this good 
work. Your wealth gives you influence and opportunities of 
being ufcful. Employ it fur God. Let the riliug generation 
.have your aB:ive labours. Affiil with your opulence, and 
relieve the wants of the needy. A decent garment will pre­
:rail on the poor frholar to attend with ple,lfu1 e, and will 
i:;onvince him you regard his prefcnt comfort, before he is 
fenfibfe you are freking his felicity. In a variety of wa}S you 
have it in your power to fecure the children's good-will, and 
to engage them to Ji{h:n to your counfel. 

Above all, Parents, this fubjell: claims your mo!l: ferious 
conlideration. ln giving you ehildren, God h.1s given you 
~ ~harge of infutite importance, to which is airn~ed the 
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moll awful refponfib.ility. The refletl:ion that immortal (ouls 
are entrull:ed to your care, and that you mufi: give an account 
~ your lteward!hip at the judgment day, may well. roufe th~ 
moft carelcf~ _from his flumbers. Hear the voice of Jehova'1, 
tirmfelffpeakrng to you both in the Old Teil:ament and in t~e 
New. By his fervant Mofes, he thus addreffes parent$ 
under the ancient difpenfation, Deut. vi. 61 7 .. " T~efe 
words whi~h I command thee-thou fhalt teach diligently 
unto thv children, and fhalt talk of them when thou fitteft 
in thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way, ar.d wheq. 
thou liefl: down, and when thou rifefi: up.''-The fpirit of 
Jefus under the Ne~, del;vers the fame injunction by the 
a po file Paul. Eph: V 1. 4. " ye fathers, provoke not. your 
ch~lclre-n to wrath ; but brin"' thern up in the mirture amf 
admonition of the Lord." King • Sol'omon writing by th~ 
fame authority, enforces the command by a powerful moti·v~ 
Frov. xxii. 6 •. " Train up_a child in the way he fhould go~ 
1nd when he 1s old, he will not depart from it.'? Sc::t th~ 
command of God, and the worth· of ypur . children's fouls 
before you ; they unite in reprefenting the magnitude of the 
.iuty to which you are called. The work pf intl:ruchon 
fhould commence as foon as the infant min~ is capable of re ... 
ceiving it; and continue from year to year, UJlited with, anq 
en'forccd by, example, precept, re!l:raint, and prayer. All i& 
to be done under the influence of this confideration, that 
you are training up immor.tal fo4ls for an eternal fiate'~ 
Have ye, 0 parents, difcharged your duty thus ; and are you 
:ftill thus difcharging it? If conlcience bear;; tefiimony rhat 
vou are, blefs God who has enabled you to be faithful; and 
perfevere with renewe4 vigour and alfe~ion, and with 4e..: 
pendence on him for his bleffing. Have any .parents become 
lukewarm, though they_ continue their infir1,1ction ; Shout<¼ 
immortal fouls be treated fo? Dull formality here, ho'!Y 
incono-ruous and iliocking ! Cry to God fo_r mercy. Some 
may be fatisfied with. their children l_earni~g a cate_chifm _by 
rote, and confider all 1s done. But 1s thts a rational 1p:.. 

fhuc!ion in the principles of Chrifl-ianity ?- It is but the 
:fhadow of infiruction. But many parents mull: fiand con­
Yitl:ed by their own confciences, that they· have neglecled th1: 
rt:lio-ious infiruBion of their children; and that their anxiety 
for ~heir eternal falvation is not to be compared to what the,i 
feel for their temporal welfare. How will thcr. anfwer to 
God for their neglect? How thankful for the help which is 
proffere~ fhould fuch _rerfo~s b~ ! let them em~ra~c it, an~ 
fecond it with all their authonty, and all tlmr mfluence. 

• • They 
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~heym;iy h1vi: rcafo'n to rejoice in thefe advantages, they 
and- their chitdr.e_,i to ~I_! eternity. 

Li~cnto the word of ex;ortation, all ye difciples of Jefu-s._ 
whom he hath animated with love to precious fouls; and let it 
prod\li:e the pea~e.able fr~its of righteoufm:fs. Ye fay, " we 
are no~ our own, but his;" Remember then that yo11 are 
.lfound to glorify him in your body, and in your fpirit, which 

-are his. • 
• Has;he bellowed ()n you gift~ to be ufeful to yoiir fellow­

rieatures? For what purpofe were they beftowed i to pleafe 
yourfelves? to make you appear fuperior to others? to gra­
tify prid~ ?. N<;>, ~ut tha_t.you may glorify God, and promote 
the h;ippmefs of your neighbour. Why does God intruft a: 
man with five talents ? "ls it that he may fquander them away,, 
or hide them in a napkin? Is it not, that he may gain five 
tal.eiits more ? Is Abraham bl!!lfed of Jehovah ? it is that he 
may be made a hie/ling to others. Is Paul en.Iued with a 
rich variety- qf gifts and graces? he felt himfclf on this ac­
count a d1:btor to Jew and Gentile, .t0 Greek and Barba.rim, 
t.9 bonil and free. Does Jefus himfdf appear as the unly 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth ! It is that 
in him all the families of the earth may be blelfed. Let the 
fame mind be in you which was in thcfe ancient believer~ 
and in ,Chrifi: himfelf .. Rerpember that whoever has the power 
to do good, has a .call to do good, from him who gave the 
power; obey his: voice, and let him not obferve you fiothful 
Jery_ants. The ::aufe admits not of delay. , 
• Bdides the motives arifing from the worth of fouls, whid1 
?,re common to every age, lhould not tht: warnings which 
G~d, in the awful difpenfations of his Providence, has fpokm 
in t~uu<fer to every man who has ea_rs to hear, a,nd a he.;rt to 
perceive, be lifiened to with reverence. ' • 

Whence came that confufion a!'ld dillrcfs of nations whicla 
have occafioned fuch P,erplexity in the world, and made men's 
hearts to fail them for fear? Whence the multiplied miferies 
which have fpread themfelves far and wi.dc on the face of (lie 
earth? Tbofe who look at inferior caufrs onl \', will afcribe 
it, fome to one thing,· others to another. 13ut trace the evil 
to it·•sfoun;e, and tt will be found to orio-inate in ignorance 
and wickednefs. 'Whence thefe wars a1-1d fightings? Came 
they' not, fays God, th_e maker and judge of man, even fro~ 
your lufis which war rn your members, :ind from thofe evil 
paffions which ignorance and wickedne~s have engender~d 
and nourilheQ, And in whatever proportion thefe prevail m 
:my- country, they threaten ihife, confufiun, mifery, and 

every 
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CV"ery evil work. The juflnc(s of this reafoning isi:onfirm1tJ 
by mournful falls. Here the Bifriop of K-illaloe, in a fer.;,: 
rnon he preached before the Lord Lieuten:1nt" of Ireland,, oti 
the 29th of November, 17~-&. After- ddcribing the miferies 
of that devoted country; he addii, '' I will no longer dwefi. 
upon tho'fe painful re1lc8ions, but draw from them the fol~ 
lowing tonclut?o'n, that .all th·e evils- which we have fulfered~ 
we have drawn upon ourfelves by neglecting; as We have 
done, the_ morals and religion of the people ; and that if w(: 

cio not acl:ively and immediately iutn from th'at way, we but 
poftpone the hour of defl:ruct.ion." He then, recommends the 
difcuffion of knowledge and inilrucl:ion as the remedy for the 
difeafe, of which ignorance was the fir_ft caufe. Follow hi~ 
counfel ; arid where can you better begin the work than with 
the rifing generation? . , • • . 

Thefe motives receivt: pec-uliar force from the' ihortne{s 
;md uncertainty of your continu'ante in a prefen't world. 
There may remain but a fmall p'o'rtion· of life for you to 
glorify God and to do good to precious fouls. Confider how 
little has been done in time paft, an·d what poor· blufuing re'..' 
:flecrions the review of your Hfe will furnifh through eternity. 
And fhould not this fiimufate to every exertio'n: you c'an po{­
fib!y make for teaching the :G:atutes of Jehovah, and the grace 
of Chrill fo the fifing generation ? 

Let every heart then be lifted up in prayer for fuccefs: let 
every hand take hold of the plough to break up the fallow 
ground ; arid the fowet follow with the pretidus (eed of e-varr­
gel ical truth. The harvcft rnay indee'd not be juft at hand; 
nor the effe& of your labour ~mmediately feen, But, though 
.ilow, they are fure and permanent,- and di!lightfut beyond ei'-

• pre..ffion. y OU may therefore go forth with joy, for rh'e 
mountains and the hills !hall break forth before you info. frn'g­
ing, and all the trees of the fields £hall clap the_ir han_ds": 

To conclude. If the plan be adopted by all good men, aml, 
purfoed to the extent to which it may eafil y be carried, there 
is litle reafon to doubt but that, in the fpace of twenty years, 
it's beneficial eftecl:s will be feen and felt in a manner fo abund­
ant as we can now fcarcely conceive. Our country will ha've 
a larger portion of truly intelligent, good, and virtuous inha:.. 
bitants, than it ever yet Could boafl: of~ focicty:; more it'l'duf­
trious, benevolent, profperous, and happy members; the 
church of the Redeemer a far gre.i.ter number of judicious and 
exemplary Chrifiians than Eng?aud· ever faw; and know-: 
ledge, virtue, and piety, extend to a degree which they never 
yet attained. " Happy is the people1 th'at is in fuc:'.1 a caf~-~ 
yea, happy is that people whofe God is theLorct/: 



$iRMONS AND lSSAi'8, 4,r 

QUESTION.) PROPER FOR STUDENTS IN 
• DIV.INITY, &c. 

Earnejlly recom,nended lo young Minijler.t, and Candidatnfar 
the Minijlry of every Denomination. 

I 

I. !{ueflionr of farious lmj,'ortana, f1r Siudents in DivinitJ, 
freqttently to put lo their own Conjciences, 

. WHAT w,as my great deftgn,_. in devoting myfelf to fiudy 
for the minifl:ry, and what is my •daily view and purpofe in 
purfuing it? · • •. 

Have I entirely given up myfelf to. our Lord Jefus Chrifr; 
~~ a chriftian, tha:t I may be fitter tq become a faithful mi..: 
nifier? • 

Do I every day feek direclion and bleffing from God, in all 
my ftudies for this end ?- . • ' 

In lab"ouring after know~dge in h,umane (ciences, do I 
always make the fervice of Chrill-, in the minifl:ry, my fo­
preme defigri, either that I may be better fitted for it, or 
better accepted in it? · 

Do I purfue my fl:udies daily, as one that mufl: give an ac­
count of my time, and of all my advantag~s? 

Note, Thefe two quefl:ions, put clofe to the heart, will 
,uard ftuderits againfl: idlenefs,- or againfl: wa_ll:ing too much of 
their time, in any favourite human fhidy. 

How many nours hav·e I fpent this day in fl:udy, or for the 
purfuit of knowledge, allowing that ireat maxim, " Bene 
oraffe efl: bene fi:uduilfe." T() pray well is to ftudy well.. 
• Do I purfue praclical divinity, as well as the knowled~e of 
cloclrines and controverlies? 

Am I fo!icitous that my foul may grow in grace, 
by enry increaling· degre~ of chrifiian knowledge, that fo . I 
may preach to others, what my own foul has known by ex..: 
perience? _ . . 

Do I chufc my company by their ferioufnefs, as well as bf 
their ingenuity and loarning ? 

• Do I take conftant care to avoid all company, which may 
be dangerous to my morals, Qr to my ftudies ? 

Have I been in any company thi, week, or this day, where­
by L have gotten any gooq myklf, or done any good to 
others ? 

Have I indulged myfelf in any thing th;s week, or this d_ay, 
whereby my foul has been put out of fr .. me for evening 
wor£hip? _ 

VoL, Ill. .if A Hav• 



SX:illMONS AND lS5AY~r 

Have I futtered nothing to carry away my hrart from·God,. 
{o as to n)ake me neglect devotion, or perform it in a flight 
or carelefs manner ? 

Do I watch againfi all evil appetites and pa/lions;, and r.n­
c3eavour to fubdue them early, that I may u~ fitter to teacl1 
others to do it ? ' 

Do I ever take any proper occalion, in my difcourfe, to 
inake fome efiay towards the converfion or edification of 
fouls, as preparatories for my future miniA:ry? 

II. ~ucjlions in the D,Brines of Divinity, P.roper lo $e ppopofaJ 
to StuJmts, in their Ji.1<ami11ation, in order to pr_et1ch. 

'\VHA T argument, have you to prove the exiftenc'e _of 
Gad? and the creation of the world by him ? . 

How are his various perfe8ions to be demonftrated, viz. his 
eternity, his unity, his immutability, his power, wifdom, 
goodnefs, truth, &c? • 

How is the light of nature proved infufficient to give (oli4 
hope to finfol creatures, and the light of grace or divine reve-
lation necdfary? • • 

How are the fcriptures evidenced to be the word of God, 
'\,oth the old Tefl:ament and the new? • ' 

How can you prove- the faithful conveyance of tlliem to our 
&.gc? 

'\Vas man at firfl: created righteous and holy, and what are 
the proofs of it ? 

What was the covenant of works, under which man was 
created at •fun ? \ -

How is the fall of Adam, the fidl: man, prov,ed to reach his 
_poll:erity? Or what are the e_vtdences of original fin imputed, 
and origin.ii fin inherent? 

Wl:iat is the covenant of grace? or what way of falvation has 
God :appointed for fallen man? 

Who, or what is Jefus Chrift our Saviour ? • . 
How doth it appear that Chrifi is both God and man ; or_ 

that he is true man in ineffable union with the true ~nd eternal 
God? • 

What are the tranfaclions :iffigned to God the Father in the 
covenant of grace? _ . _ . . . 

\Vhat is the docl-nne of predeftmat10n, or of elecbon·of per .. 
fons to fa.lvation? And how m.1y it be proved? . 

How do you prove the Meifiah is come 1 and that Jefus 
Cbriil: is the true 1\-leffiah ? 

\Vhat 
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What are tbe characl:ers and offices affigned to Chrifi:, in the 

-<e:ovenant of grace; or what are the ways, whereby he faves 
finners? · 

In what fenfe, are Adam and Chrift the g.eneral huds of 
death and life ? • 

What i.s the covenant of redemptio1a made with Chrift> 
llefore the foundation of the world? 

Who,· or wh~t is the fpirit of God ? 
How may his deity be proved? 
What 0ffices are affigned to the holy fpirit in this covenant 

ef grace? 
What are the feveral difpenfations of the covenant of !Trace 

viz. to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mofes? 
0 

What were the chief emblems or feals under thefe feveral 
eifpenfations ? 

• What wer~ the chief defigns of the Mofaical covenant, or 
God's difpenfation towards ths Jews? 

What is prefigured by feveral of the c_hicf types, viz. the -
hi-gh-pditll:, the tabernacle, the facrifices, the walhings, the 
incenfe, the promi fed land, &c. ? 

H•w is the divine commiffion of Mofes to be proved? 
Was the Mofaical covenant, a covenant of works, or a co­

w-enant of &race? Or was itnerthcr? Or was it both? 
\Vhat was the delign of fo many prophets coming after 

Mofes, fince they in{l:ituted no new religio11 ? 
~That ii the -true account or defcription of the gofpcl, as re .. 

vealr;d by Chrift? Or what is the chrifi:ian difpcnfation? 
How is the 61ivine commiffion of our Lord Jefw; Chrifl: 

proved? What are the int~rnal e>r external evidences of 
· chi iftianity? • . 

What are the feveral {1:ates through which Chrift palfed in 
the exeeution of his various offices? 

Of what ufos are the incarnation, life and death, the refur­
u6ti~n and glorification of Chrifi:, in our religion? 

What are the chief differences between the covenant of 
works, and the covenant of grace? 

What are the chief differenc~s between-the Jewilh difpenfa­
tion, and the chrifl:ian difpenfation? 
' What are the bleffi1ws promifed in the covenant of grace ? 
viz. regeneration, vocacioh, juftification, adoption, faocl:ifi­
~ation, peifeverance, and glorification: and how are they 
defcribed? 

What are finners to do, in order to partake of the bleffings 
~f ,tb,e gofpel I 

42 How 
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How would you defcribc faith in Chrift-, repentan~e to:­
wards God, and fincere -obedience, or uni verfal holinefs in the 
plaineH manner ? • 

What are our chief duties to God, to our neighbour, an~ 
ourfelve5 ? ~-Jere will come in all the fingle or perfonal virtue!! 
of temperance, patience, &c, the focial virtues oflove1 jullice, 
truth, faithfulnefs, &c~ as well as the divine virt~es of godli~ 
nefs, &c;. 

\\That are our duties to fuperiors, ~o in(eriors and to equals l 
Here will come in the duties of a magill:rate, a father, a 
mall:er, &c~ a fubj~cl, a child, a fervant, ~c. a neighbour, a 
friend, a brother, &c. • • 

What are the chief motives to e~gage us tq pracl:ife ~hefe 
duties, drawn from reafon and from fcripture? 
• What are the chief parts of divine wodhip?. 

What is prayer? and in whofe name1 anci by whofe ai4 
mufi it be performed ! 

When may forms of prayer ):,e lawfu~, and when hurtful ? 
b there ay fabbath, or a day of r~ll: and wodhip, con,: 

iinued undc:r the gdpeJ ? and how is it proved? 
• Wh .. t are the i:;hriil:ian fac;ram!)nts? Are they fi~ns or fcals, 
or br,th ! • 

What is the nature and delign of chrifiian b11pf if m ~ 
May,.i,nfants be bapcifrd? and why·? 
Is imrr.erfion of tlw whole body necelI"aryl? 
ls the Lord's fu l- per an lXpiatory facrifice? or is it merely 

a memorial of Chnit'.s death? or is it rather-a fign or feal of 
the coven .. nt of grace? • . • 

Is it to be adrr,inillered to perfons who make a mere verbal 
profeffion ufChrifr, without fome eviden~es of converfion an4. 
repentance? 

What is the church of Chrilt both invifible And vi1ib1e, 
univerfal and particular? 

In what manner is a v ilible church to be formed and go-. 
verned in general ? and what are the chi~f officers in it? 

How are the members of the church to be- punithed, if they 
arc refractory againfi: the community, or againft the laws of 
Chrill:? 

What will be the conclufion of ~II thefe difpenfationi; of Gaq 
towardi; men ? 

How may the lafr jud~rncnt day b~ proved ai; a thi.111 
i;:ertain? • 
• How is the refurreclion of the body to be evid~n~ed l 

Does the foul fleep at death till the refurreclion ? or does it 
inmediatelyent~r µ1t9a fia~of happinefs of mifery? 
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What are the chief glories of heaven? or what is the final 
happinefs of the faint~? . . 

What m: the chief parts of the m1fery of the wicked, in th~ 
world to come ? 
• _ What are the chief proof, of the eternity of future rewards 
~nd puniihments? . . 

And, indeed, on every one of thefe head~, 1t 1s proper to 
enquire-what are the chief fcripturcs that are ufed to, prove 
thefe dochlnes. 

III. PraEli.cal and cafuijlical ~utjH011s for landidaJes of the 
Minijlry, and JQUng Prt6.chtrs: 

IN w·hat manner would you addrefs fiupid finners, in 
qrder to awaken th~m to a fenfe of their fin and danger, by 
rcafon an11 by kripture? 

How would you convince a fober man that he has no fufli­
cient righteoufnefs of his own to ju!lify him before Gcrd, by 
feafon and by fcri pture? 
. \Vhat eirecl:ions would you give one that is awakened to a 
fenfe of fin, and begins to enquire the way of falvation? 

By what motives would you excite and hafl:en delaying 
finners to focure tht:ir erernal Hate? 

What enc0w-agements would you give to one who js over­
whelmed with a fen le or the gre.atntfs, the multitude a{lti ag. 
gravation of his fins, in order. to k.et:p him from defpa»"· ?. 

How would you reprefent Chrifl: as anfwering all the wants 
9.f perilhing finners? 
f How would you guard young creatures, againfl: the danger 
of evil company? -

In what manner would you dircll: pcrfons, who com~ 
plain of rhe power and prevalence of fpecial fins or temp:. 
tations? 

By what methods would you fortify youth againfl: fhame and 
fcoffing, when they refolve upon reli<Tion iA good earnefl:? 

What for·t of perfualions would yo~ uk to lead a perfon to 
public worihip, who complains he finds no benefit by it? 
• How would you excite negligent perfons, who are ia 
years, to cake care of their fouls and their etern.,1 interefi? 
, What,would you fay, to encourage thofe, who are diligent 

in the practice of reli&ion, but complain they ft:el no pleaiun.: 
in. it? • 

• How would you comfort ferious chrifl:ians under darknefs, 
who fear God is departed from them ? 

How may perfons be recovered, who have backfliddrn 
from th~ practices if piety, and are grown carelefs i' 
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How would you Cup~ort thoCc, who are u,nder long out­
ward trials, and encourage them to perlcvere in patience? 

What would you fay to relieve the farrows of thofe who are 
mourning under Come prcCcnt huge affiiclion? 

How would you perfuade thofe who quarrel, to be recon­
ciled? and particularly, fuch as differ about principles and· 
opinions in rc:ligion? 

H,)w may warm paffionate perfons be direcl:ed to fubdue 
thci r pafiions ~ 

'''hat encouragement would you g'ive to timorous chrilllans 
again ft the fears of dying? 

How would you prepare doubting chrifiians for approaching 
death? • • • 

Perhaps, it might not be an improper eJ'.(ercife,fo~ fiudents, 
in the laft part of their academical fiudies, to write letters of 
chrifti..an advice to perfons undtr all thefe' circumitaQces, or 
at leafl: to write down anfwers to all thefe .enq_µiries, to be pe.­
rufed and corre8ed by their tutors. 

IV. ftutjlions proptr fr,r young Miniflers frequently lo putt, 
th,mfelves, chiefly bQrrowedfrom the Epijlles _to Timothy a,u/ 
Yilu.s. 

SECTION I. 

Of faithfulntfs in the Minij1ry. 

DQ I fincerely give rnyfelf" to the minillry of the word,'' 
A8s vi. 4- and do I defign to make it the chief bufinefs of 
my life to ferve Chrift in his gofpel1 in order to the falvation 
of men? 

Do I refolve through the aids of diyine grace, to be" faith­
ful to him who_hath put me into the minifiry,'' and to "take 
heed to the miniflry which I have received in the Lord tha~ 
I mav fulfil it?'' 1 Tim. i. 12. Col. iv.' 17. 

oZ, I honeft!y and faithfully endeavour hy fl:udy anq 
prayer to know " the truth as it is in J efus ? " Eph. iv. 2 I. 
and do I feek my infirucl:ion chiefly from the "holy 'fcrip­
tures, which are able to make me wife unto falvation, througlii 
the faith that is in Chrill, that ( may be thoroughly furnifheq 
unto every good word and work?" 2 Tim. iii. 14. 17 • . 

Do " I hold fafl: the form of found words," as far as 1 have 
}earned them of Chrifl and his apollles, 2 Tim, i. I 3· That 
I " may by found doctrine exhort and convince gainfayers?" 
Tit, i. 9. And do I determine to " i::ontinue in the thin~ 

which 
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"IYhich I have learned, knowing froa lwhom I .have learned 
them r" 2 Tim. iii. 14. 

Do I refolve to give the people the true meaning of 
Chrift in hi» word, fo far as I can undcrftand i~ and "not to 
handle the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeftation 
<>f the truth commend myfelf to every man's confcience in 
.the fight of God," 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

Am I watchful to "avoid prophane and vain babblings," 
_I Tim. vi. 20. and do I take care to "thup fooli!h quefiiom 
which do gender firifc, and difputing about words, which arc1 
to no profit, but the fubverfion of the hearen ?" z Tim. 
ii. i4, 23. 

Do I " ll:udy to thew myfelf approved unto God, rightly 
alividing the word ef truth_?'' 2 Tim: ii. 15. givint to every 
ene, viz. to faints and fil)ners, their proper portiQn. 

Do I make it my bufinefs, to'' tefiify to all men, whether 
Jewli or Greeks, the neceffity of repentance towards God, 
and faith in Chrifl- J efus;" and that " there is no other 
natllle under heaven given whereby we may be faved ;'" 
making this gofpil qf Chrifi: the fubjecl: of my minifiry l 
.Ads xx. 2r. Acts iv. 12. 

Do I "confiantly affirm, that thofe, who have believed 
in Chrifi: Jefus, lhould maintain good works, and follow 
after holi11efs, without which no•man thall fee the Lord?'" 
Tit. iii. 8. Heb. xii. 14. 

Do I teach thofe that hear me to" obfcrvc all th::t Chrit.1: 
has commanded us, nor !bun to declare to them at proper 
feafons, the whole counfel of God?" Matt .. xxviii. 20. 

Acts xx. 27. 
• Do I preach to the'people "not myfelf, but Chrill: Jefus 
the Lord, and myfelf as their fervanc for Chrill:'s fake?'" 
~ Cor. iv. 5. 

Do I in my fl:udy and my preaching "take heed to my 
oectrine and my exhortations, fo that 1 may fave myfclf and 
them that hear me?" I Tim. iv. 16. 

Do I " watch over the fouls of men as one that mull: 
give an account, being f0!icitous that I may do it with joy 
and not with~rief?" Heb. xiii. 17. 

• S E C T I O N II. 

Of Diligence in tht Mini)Jry. 

DO I "give attendance to reading," meditation and 
Rudy? Og I .{ead a d_us portion of fcriptu{e Jaily, efpci;ially in 

• the 
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the New Teftament, and that in the greek origin•a1, that i 
may be better acquainted with the"meaning of the word of 
God? l Tim. iv. 13. 

Do l apply myfelf to thefe thi.,gs, " and give myfelf 
_,hoily t0 t'.1cm, that my profiting may appear to all?" I Tim. 
iv. I 5• 

Do I llve, confl:antly, as under the eye ef the ireat Shep­
herd, who is my mall:er and my final judge; and fo fpend 
my h:iurs as to be able to give up a good account of them: 
at lafi: to him ? • • 

Do I not "neglecl: to flir up any of thofe gifts," which 
God has given me, for the edification of the church? I Tim. 
iv. 14 and 2. Tim. i. 6. 

Do I feek, as far as poffible, to know the 11:ate and the 
wants of my auditory, that l" may fpeak a word in feafon ?" 
Ifa. I. 4. 

Is it my chief de!ign, in chufing my fubjecl: and com. 
pofing my fermon, to edify the fouls of men? 

Am I determined to take all proper opportunities to 
preach the word, in feafon and out of feafon, that • is, in the 
parlour, or the kitchen, or the workhoufe, as well as in 
the pulpit; and feek epportunities to fpeak a word for: 
Chrift, and help forward the falvation of fouls? 2. Tim; 
iv. 2.. 

Do I labour to £hew my love to our Lord Jefus, by 
u feeding the £beep, and the lambs of his flock?'' John 
xxi. 16,17. . . 

Am I duly folicitous for the fuccefs of my minill:ry? 
and do I take all proper methods to enquire what effecl:s 
my miniftry has had on the fouls 0f thofe who hear me?· 

Where I find or hope the work of grace is begun on the 
foal, am I zealous and diligent to promote it? 

SE C T I O N III. 

Of conflant Prayer and Dependenct. 

DO '1 "~ive ~yfelf to prayer, as well as to the miniilty 
of the word ? '' Acts vi. 4. 

Do I make confcience of praying tlaily in fecret, that I 
may heresy maintai-n holy converfe with God, and alfo, that 
I may increafe in the gift of prayer? Matt, vi, 6. 

Do I make it my pracl:ice to offer· " prayers,Yupplication~ 
and int'erceffions for all men,'' particularly for ·our rulers, and 
far my fellow .. la.bourcr1 in thnniniftry,and for the church ef 

Chrifr 
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t~rifl:, and cfpecially for thofe to whom l preach? 1 Tim. 
Ii. 1. Rom. i. 9, 10. Ph I. i. 4. 

Do l feek by prayer, for divine <lireclion and affitl:ance in 
"'1Y 11:udies, and in all my preparations for the public? and do 
I plead, for the fuccefs of my miniflry, with God, in whom 
are all our fprings? Ephef. iii .. , 14-19. Phil. i. 8, 9. 

Do I ever keep uron my fpirit a deep fenfe of my own 
infufficiency for thefe things, that I may ever depend and 
wait on the power of Chrill:, for aid and for fuccefs? 2 Cor. 
ii. 16, and iii 5. and 2 Tim. ii. I. 

SECT I O 'N IV. 

Of S,IJ-tlenial, Humility, Mortification and Patience. 

DO I endeavour to pleafe all men for their good, and 
not make it my bufinefs to pleafe myfelf? Rom, xvi. 2. 
but to become all to all, that I may win their fouls, fo far 
as is confiflent with being true and faithfol to Chrifl:? r Cor. 
*-23.andix. 19, 21. 

f?o I behave myfelf before men, "not as a lord over 
God's heritage, but as a fervant of all for Chrifi's fake?" 
and do I treat them !' not as having dominion over thei"r 
faith, but as a helper of their joy?'' 2 Cor. iv. 5. and 
i. 24. 

Am I "gentle and patient towards all men, in meeknefs 
io{hucl:ing thofe that oppofe themfd ves ?" 2 Tim. ii. 24, 2 5. 

Do I'' approve myfelf, in all things, as a mini!ler of God; 
in much patience poffeffing my own foul," and h..1ving the 
government of my own fpirit? 2 Cor. vi. 4. 

Do I, as a-man of God, whofe bufinefs is heavenly, flee 
from covetoufnefs and the inordinate defire of gain ; not 
feeking my own things, fo much as the things of Chrifi? 
J Tim. vi. 10, II. But "having food and raiment, have 
I learned therewith to be content?" 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

Am I willing to "endure hardnefs ~s a good f111ldier of 
Jefus Chrifi? 2 Tim. ii. 3. :rnd am I learning to bear 
whacfoever God calls me to, "for the fake of the elect, that 
they may obtain falvation with eternal glory?" :l Tim. ii. 
3· 10, 

Am I more and more fortified againfi lhame and fuffering, 
for the teftimony ofmy Lord JeCus Chrifl:? 2 Tim. i. 8-12. 

Am l willi11g " to fpend myfelf, and be fpent" for the 
good of the people, or even to be " Qffered up, as a facrifice 
for the fervice of their faith ? and do I count nothing dear to 

V 01., I.JI. 4 B me, 
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me., th~t I rnav fulfil tJ1emini!lry which I have received of the­
LorJ Jefus?" P;1il. ii. 17. 2 Cor. xii. 15. Aclsxx. 24. 

SECT 10 N V. 

Of Con'Ve1fation. 

IS it my tonfiant endeavour to " hold fa{l: the true faith, 
arnl a good confcience together, ldl: making ihipwreck of one,. 
I {hould lofc the other alfo ?" I Tim. i. I 9. 

Do I walk fo as to be an example " of chrifl:ians in word) 
in converfation, in charity, in faith, in purity?" I Tim, iv. 
12. that in "all things I may fhew myfdf a pattern of ~ood 
works?" Tit. ii. 7. , 

Do I endeavour to walk uprightl_y amongl.l men, and do 
nothing by partiality? 1 Tim. v. 2.r. 

Is my converfation favory and religious, fo as t~ " mi.-
ni.fier edification to the hearers?" Ephef. i'f, 29. ,_, • 

Do I "fhim youthful lufis, and follow after ri~hteoufo~(s, 
faith, charity, and peace with all them that call on the Lord, 
out of a pure heart?" '.2. Tim. ii. 22. . -

Do I avoid, as· much as poffible, the various temptations 
to which I may be expofed, and watch again!l: the times and 
places, and company which are dangerous ? 

Do I praclife the chrillian duty of love and charity, to thofe 
who differ from me in opinion, and even -t< blefs ll,11d pray for 
them that are my enemies?" Rom . .xii. 14. and xiv. 1. 

Do I behave myfelf "blamelefs as a fieward _of God; not 
£elf-willed, not foon angry, not given to win~, nor filthy 
lucre, no brawler, no frriker; a lover of ho(pita:lity,-. a lover 
of guod men, fober, jufi-, holy, temperate r" Tit. i. 7, 3. 

Do I daily endeavour "to give no ofl-ence in any thing, that 
the miniihy be not blamed?" 2 C_or. vi. 3. 

Do I watch over myfrlfin all times, and places, and con­
verfations, fo as EO do and to bear what is required of me, to. 
u make a full proofof my mini!l:ry, and to adorn the doctrine 
efGod my fav1our ?" 2 Tim. iv. 5. Tit. ii. 10. 

V, ~utjlims by which young Pe,f•ns may he /aught lo exil­
mine themfelves, both as to their chriflian Knowledge, and 
their Jpiritual Stale, 

WHAT has been my education from my you'nger years 'f 
What have been my advantstges, or difadvantages, as to the 
things of religion? 

What 

ll 
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What good ufe have I ma<le of the advantages I have en­
joyed and what have I learned by them? 

H;w have I been inabled to overcome the difadvantagei 
that I have laboured under? 

What fenf~ have I had of the fin of my nature, or the evil 
that dwells in me, as well as of acl:ual fins? 

What is the danger and the mifery of a finful fi-ate? 
Can I remember how I came to this awaken;ng fenfe of 

fin? Whether by any fpecial providences, ficknefs, clangers or 
troubles, by reading, by preaching, or by converfation, <l>r 
infirull:ion of friends? . . 

What fenfe haye I of my own infufficiency, oi;._inability to 
(ave myfe!f? 

Here will come in, the knowledgg of the infufficiency of 
our own wades, to juftify us before God; and 01,1r infoffi­
ciency0 ef ourfel ves, to chan~e 01,1r _own fin fol nat1.1.res to 
ho1inefs, ans to fubdue all our rndwellmg fins. 

What way do I hope to be faved? 
Who is the appointed. Saviour? 

< Here the name ofChrit1: will necelfarily come in. 
Cm I remember how I fir{f came by the kno,\ledge of Jefui 

Chri!l:? • 
Who is Jefus ChriA: the Lord? 
What has he done in order to our falvation ? and of what 

ufe are his fuffering~ ? . 
Wha~ are the feyeral beQefits or bleffings ~hich J fi-and iQ 

need of, and wh.ich I hope to re~eive thro1,1gh Jef1,1s Ch.rill? 
Here will come iri pardon of fin, the j 1,1fl:ification of our 

pe_rfons, ou.r adoption, our fancl:ification, &c. 
' How am I tG1 be made partaker of thele benefits of Chrifi ? 
or what muil: I do that I may be faved? • • • 

Here the anfwer will be, perhaps, prayer to God, hearino­
qr reading his word, faith in J efus Chrifi, repentance of all 
~ur pafl: fins, with a religious care co pracH(e all the ,du~iei of 
holinc;fs. • 

Do I corifhntly pray to God in fecret? 
How long fince j have beg1,1n and continued the practice? 

and how has it been interrup.ted'Or negleded? 
Do I humbly wait for anfwers of prayer? or only pro-

nounce a prayer, before God, as a daily talk? - . 
Do I make the throne .of grace my con Hant refuge in ev.ery 

difficulty, danger and trouble, in the things of this life, ?~ 
well as the life to coa1e. • 

po I attend upon reading, or heari~g the word of God, and 
good bl:lok;s? 

4 B 2 Do 



Do I al'4'ays think over again, and recollect what l hayc; 
heard, that I may fix it in my memory, and impn:fs ii: m~rc; 
upon my heart? • • • • 

D, I make it my bulinefs to pray oyer the ihings, which l 
hear or read, and fo t:-i profit by fermons and by reading ? 

Here the next enquiry will be ab~ut repept;mce toward, 
God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrifl:. • ' • • ' • • 

What is faith, or believing in Chrifi? 
Here the anfwer will be, aq:ording to the jnfirµcl:ions tha~ 

perfons have had, or acco1·ding tQ the various expreffions, in 
the word of God. This faith in Chrifl: includes in it, or ij 
exprdfed by, "comir.g to Chrill: that we rnay be faved, re.: 
ceiving of Chrift as be is offered in the gofpel, or accepti'ng 
of him under his varioµs characl:ers and offiq:s, as prophet~ 
priefi, king, example, a head or fpring of fpiritual life, &c: 
trufiing in him, religning eurfdves to him,. gi,ing up our 
fouls into his hands, co1I1mitting ourfelves ro him, "that we 
may be acctpted of God through his obedience and fufferings/ 
and fandified by his grace, and prtfe1vtd to his kingdom o 
glory : in all whic~ the you_ng chri~ian may e~arn\~e h(~felf! 
whether he has Jece1ved Chnft by L11h? . . • 

What is repentance towards µod? and am l true~ penitent 
for rr y fins ? • • • • • • 

\Vhat are the figns or eyiden1=es, or ihe effecls of true 
faith and fincere repentance ? _· 

Now, under thefe figHs or effecl:$ of faith and repentance, 
will come in the yarious chrifiian virtues or graces, 'vi~: 
~ L,·ve to God, I ·ve to our Lord Jefus C::::hrifl, love to all the 
f:airts, ilia me and furrow, and ft:lf-abhorrence becaufe of fin, a 
hatred of all fin, a holy fear to difpleafe God, zeal for God an~ 
for Jefus Chrift in the world, a defire to pieafe God, in all 
things, and to pracl:ife every duty both towards (Jod an~ men, 
fincere delight in the ways and wor1hip of God, delires acd 
endeavours after univerfal holinefs in heart and life, fubmi(..: 
fion to the will of God in life and death, and a humble hop~ 
of falvation," • • • 

Have I any reafonable ground to hope that thefe chriftian 
virtues or graces are wrought in me? Have I fourid the exe(..­
cife of them on proper occafions ? • • 

Or whence to I hope to attain them, or any further degree:. 
pf them!' 

Here will come in the dochine ef the fpirit of God, and hi_s 
Gperations. 

How mutl l obtain the inBuence or aids of this fpirit? 
• • • • • • Poe~ 
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Dqes not the fcripturc fay, " A man mufi- be \Jorn again, 
~f-~e would enter into the kingdom of heaven?" John iii. 3, 5~ 
What is this being horn aga1 n, or reienerat1on ? • 
• Here perhaps, this m .. y be dcfcribed by other exprcffion$ 

• er metaphors of fcripturc, fuch as "being converted unto 
God, being new created unto Chri!l: Jefus unto good works, 
bei~g raifed a~~i~

1
from the_ dead, or dying to fin, and living 

~o righteoufnef~ ; all wh!ch denote a great anq general 
change made in the foul. 
• What evidence5 have t that I am born :..gain, or that I have 
had'foch a cfr,rnge wruugh~ upon rnr:: i' What ddference can I 
find between w11at I once was, a.nd what I now am? Whether 
my thoughts and defires~ my chi f hopes, wilhes and delights, 
are the fame that ever they were? Or whether I lind any 
'change in the t~mper of my mino from fin to holinefs? 

Note here, Such a change will commonly be lefs apparent 
in thofe, who have enjoyed ~ religious education from theu 
childhood. 
• What :are'my prefent chief defires, and purpofes, and holy 
refolutions ! Or -..yhat is, and fhall be the chief ajm, end and 
defign of my life? • • • 
• Have I a fettled bent and biafs of foul, t1, hate and avoid 
~very fin, ·and to folio~ after God and godlinefs, according tr, 
ihe rules of the gofpel ! 
, Note, This is a b~tter evidence of true converfion, than 

~ny paffionat~ effects or fenfations, either of love, grief, 
or joy. 
'· Am I able of myfclf to fulfil thefe purpotes, and to perfe-
vere in them, or how fhall I be made able? • 
' What is my duty then i11 order to this happy end? 

Mere wat!=hfulnefs, and pr.iyer to God, crufi and depen­
dence on Chrifl-, or the holy fpirit, will come in. 
' Have ~, in any infiances, been inabled to fupprefs my 
linful inclinations, my irregular ruffians, and to refifl the 
iemptations of fin, which I have 1mt with in the world ? 

In all thefe religious exercifes, in (ecret and in public, what 
help have l had from any particular incidents of life, from any 
providences of God, towards myfdf, or towards others? 
• Have any particular fennons, occafional difcourfes, texts of 
fcripture, viz. com111ands, threatenings, promifes, reproofs, 
examples, &c. been of any fpecial 11.fe to me? and what are 
,thofe texts of fcripture, that have been made fo ufeful to my 
own f pecial occafions ~ 

What 
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What h;;.ve been the eYident good effech, and particular 
inil uenccs (9f any of thefe things upon me? And have I e~­
clcavoured to preferve and improve them? H.tve they been 
var.ilhing or Jailing ? 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

FRAG~MENTS OF JJ/OGRJ.PHY. 

FRAGMENT va. OF JUSTIN MARTYR. 

' THE hifl:ory of Ju!l:in may be collecled partly from his 
own writings, and partly from the writi.!]gs of other ancient 
~ilimL ' 

He was born at Flavia Neapolis (anciently called Sichcm) 
a city of Samaria ia J;2idl:ine. His fatherrs name was Prifcus, 
his grandfather's Bacchius. 

J ufi:in was early a lover of truth. He was well in{hucled 
in the learning of his day, having ftudied philofophy under 
feveral mafters; firft under a Stoic, next under a Peripatetic, 
then under a Pythagorean, a.pd lafl:l y under a Platonic: philo­
iopher: whofe priuciples and fentiments he. preferred above 
all other, until he became acquainted with the chrifl:ian _reli­
gion, which he then embraced, (as he himfelf fays) as the 
on! y certain and ufeful philofo;,hy. ~ . , 

The exacl: time of his converlion, is uncertain, but it is 
fuppofed to have happened about the year 132 or 133. Con-:­
cerning it he gives fome account in his dialogue with Try.,. 
pho. Thefe particulars we have from himfelf: 

The courfe of his life, after his convedion, is thus briefly 
cligefted by Cave. In the beginning of the reign of Anto::: 
r:inus the Pious, he came to Rome; and in the year 140 

prefented his fidl: Apology to that emperor. Afterwards he 
went into Alia, where he had the celelfrated conference with 
Trypho the Jew; and then returned again to Rome, where . 
-he wrote his frcond Apology, infcribed to Marcus Antoni~ 
nus the philofopher, and fuffered martyrdom about the year 
168. He is fuppofed, at the time of hi.s martyrdom, ta Rave 
been about feventy-four or frventy-fix years of age. • • 

Honourable mention is made of Jullin, by many ancient 
cbriil:ian writers: Tatian calls him an admirable rn.in ! 

Metho:. 
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Mcthodiu~ ·fays, " He was a man not far remoYed from the 
apofiles, either in time, or virtue." Eufebiu, fays,, "He 
flourifhcd not long after tlie times of the apoi!les.'' Photius 
fays, "He wa~ well acquainted with the chrifl-ian p:iilofophy, 
and efpecially with the heathen; rich in the kMwleclgt: of 
hillory, and other parts of karni ng. But he took little care 
to fet off the native beauty of philofophy, with the ornaments 
of rhetoric. For which reafon his difcourfes, thougri 
weighty and learned, want thofe allurements which are apt to 
attraffthe vulgar." And he adds, "He !hewed himfelf a 
philofopher, not only in words, but in his actions, and,,his 
habit." 

J ull:in left behind him a great number of very ufeful books;­
as his two Apologies, mentioned above: a book written 
again A: the Greeks Lor Gentiles] : another book: written 
againfl: the Gentiles, called Elenchns [or a Confutatio11]: 
another of the Monarchy of God : another, enticled Pfaltes; 
of the Soul: and a Di11logue againfl: the Jews, which he had 
at Ephefus_ with Trypho . 

.Bdides thefe, there are two Epifi-les, the former of which 
was written to Zena and Serenus, and the latter to Diogne­
tus. There is likewife a work called, ~;_e{l:iones & Re­
fponfiones ad Orthodoxos, and fame other pieces, ufually 
joined t~ Jufiin's works; but ,the arguments advanced again!t 
tl1em by the l~arned, almoft- prove them to be the produc­
tions of dilFerent pens, and of different periods. 

Jui'in's larger Apology is fl:ill extant entire. The begin­
ning of the fecond Apology is wanting : as is, alfo, the con­
cli,1fion of the firfl:; .-and the beginning of the fecund part of 
the Dialogue with Trypho, The piece we now h:i.ve of the 
Mo'narch y of God, feems to be a fragment of the genuine 
work of Jufl:in with that title. 

In rnumerating J ufi-in 's works, I omitted one called, An 
Oration to the Gentiles; a,nd another called, An Exhorta­
tion to the Gentiles; for thde, by fume, are fuppofed to be 
none other than thofe mentioned above; ans elpeciall y the 
latter, which is gener::dly fuppofed to be the EJenchus men-
tioned by Eufrbius. _ 

Jufiin Martyr, in- his works, has numerous quotations> 
from almo{I: all the books of the New Tefiament; and in his 
fir{l: Apology, to Antoninus the Pious, he mentions that the 
Gofpels of thl'. New Te11ament were re:id and expt'U;1ded in 
the folcmn allemblics of the chrifi-ians, as the books of the Old 
Tefl:ame:1t were; and as they had been before in the J ewilh 
fyna~ogu~s. 

I hope 
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i hope 1 fhall be excu(ed, if at the conclulion of tfli9' J<~rai.: 
men1, I alk; from the tonverfion, the writings; and the­
period of this great man, may not arguments, replete witft 
fl:rength, be hrouglit in favour of the chrifl:i;m religion? \,Vas 
not the mind of J uftin, after fuch an application to philofo-i 
phy, filled with the refined reafoning of ancient Greece? 
"\V:is he not acquainted with the futility and ablurdity of tht 
heatheniih wodhip? Woul<l he exchange his heathenifm~ 
futile and abfurd as it was, for a religion which had no 
better evidence? Did he not live at a time when; and in 
places where, he had good opportunity to fcrutinize the 
characters, doctrines, ,md miracles of the fir{l preachers of 
the gofpel? and of Jefus Chrifl: himfelf? Would He not 
avail himfelf of thefe opportunities ?-lf then, fuch a i:,erfon, 
whofe time had been devoted to fiudy, whofe mental abilities 
were now at their fl:rength, being ( as is fuppofed) ,thirty­
cight years of age, and whofe mind by eaucation, &c. had 
been bia£fed an oppo!ite way; if, I fay, fuch a perfon, deli­
berately chofe the chriflian religion, is it Rot reafonable to 
fuppofe, that, upon examination, he found the facts to be 
true, which are declared unto us in the New Tellament ?--",; 

In lhort, we not only find that he embraced chrifl:ianity, but 
he laid out his talents and his life in vindication of it: he 
wrote in it's defence to Antoninus the Pious; and after his' 
deceafe, to his foccelfor, Marcus Antoninus the philofopher : 
and at !all, when a perfecution was raifed againA: the 
chri!l:!ans, he died in it'& defence, foaling tho truth of it with 
his blood. 

FRAGMENT VIII . . 

DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH. 

EUSEBJUS, i'n his Chronicle, at the eleventh year vf 
Marcus Antoninus, (which is the year of our Lord 171,) 
fays, Dionylius, bilhop of Corinth, a facred man, was then 
in reputation. He wrote feven letters; called by Eufebius 
Catholic, or· general, they being fent to <livers churches ; and 
another to a Chrifiian Woman. Thefe epiftles are men­
tioned by Eufebius in the following order: On~ to the 
Lacedemonians: another to the Athenians: the third to the 
faithful of Nicomedia, which was the capital city of 
Bithynia: the fourth to the church at Grotyna, and the 
refl: of the churches of Crete : the fifth to the church in 
Arnafl:ris, together with the churches throughout Pontus : 

the 
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the fixth .to the Gnoffians, likewi[c in Crete: the 
{eventh to t~e Romans, infcribed to Soter, then bi!hop. 
And befide thefe, fays 'Eufebius, . there is extant another 
{ent' to <Jhryfophora, a moil faithful fiiler. 

In the epiille to the Athenians, he relates, fays the author 
cited above, that Dionyfius the Areopagi'te, who was con­
verted to the faith by the apo!He Paul, according to thct 
account given in the Acl:s of the Apo!Hes, was appointed the 
firfi: bilhop of the church of the Athenians. See Acl:s 
xvii, 34. ) 

We are forry to add, ofthefe excellent epifiles nothing re­
mains, except fome fragments in Eufebius. 

Dionyfius was a man of great eloquence and induftry; 
and in thefe fliort fragments which are remaining, he !hews 
a peaceable difpofition, in recommending peace and unity to 
the Lacederrionians. i He lhews his goodnefs and.candour, in 
his precept to the Ama{hians, that all who recover from any 
fall, whether of vice or heretical opinion, lhould be kindly 
received; and his jHdgment and good fenfe, as well as virtue, 
in his· admonition to Pinytus, biihop of the Gnoffians; not 
to impofe on the brethren the heavy yoke of continence as 
neceffary ; but to confider the infirmity of moil. In a word, 
it is the characl:er that Eufebius gives him, "That he was 
ufeful to all, by his divine labours, and not only to the churcn 
particularly under his care. Dionyfius was an excellent 
man." 

He has been called a martyr by fame, but without any 
f~undation jn antiquity. 

MINIMUS. 

SENTENCES 

SeleElttl from Mr. Henry's Expo.fition. 

CHAP. XIII. YOU may as foon find a livi~g m:m 
without breath, as a living chrifiian without prayer. v. 4. 

Every comfort in, this W1Jrld has it's crofi attending it. 
v. 6. 

_ Bad fervants often make a great deal of mifchie{ in 
families. v. 7. 

The quarrcls'of profefrers are the reproach of profcfiiQn. 
v. 8. • • 

Senfual choices are finful choices, and feldom fpec:d w: '. 
v. 10. • • 

God fends J>rcachers aeforc he fends ddhoyr:rs, v. r 2. 
YoL, lU, ·, ( + C c~P. 
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C~AP. XIV. Pride, covctouCnefs, and ambition, ar~ tt're . 
.l\1-!l:s from which wars and fightings come, to thefe infatiable 
idols the blood of thoufands has been facrificcd. v. 4, , 

Many an honeft man fares the worfe for his wicked 
neighbours. v. 10. 

\Vhcn we go Mt of tbe way of our duty, we put our,fclires 
from under God's protection. ibid. 

The true clui!l:ia11 is the true hero. v. F5. 
Thofe that ve:;ture in a good caufe,.with a g.ood he;,irt, are 

under the fpec_ial protection of a g~od Gad-;- aud have. ~eafo11 
to hope for a good ifi"ue. v. 16. • 

CHAP. XV. 'Where there is g'reat faith,. yet tber~ ~ay :h1t 
many fears. v. I. . . . 

Though we muil: ne:er complain of God,. yet we haytt 
leave to complain to him, "· 2. . , 

True belie,•e~s fornetimes find it hard to i:econc:He God':t 
promif::s and his providence~, when they feem• to. di(agi:ee~ 
v. 3. • 
. A very. watchful eye muft be kept upon our fpiritual fafri,.. 

ftce. v. II. . . . 
Thofe that ;i.re b!dfed and bekived-of God~ aF<1.ofto.ntimes, 

folel y affiilled by wicked men. v. 13, 

CHAP. XVI. Foul temptations may have fair prete.ftce111-
v. 2. • -.' :,. 

Thofe are not always in the right ~ho a~e ,moll hrudandl 
forward in appealing to God. v. 5. • • ' 

• It is a gf-eafmercy to be ,fl:opped_in a finful way,- ttther by 
co::ifcience er providence. v. S. . 

Thofe that leave turbulent fpirits,. havereommoply trouble-
fome 1i ves. v; 1 2. • • 

CHAP, XVII. It is better to feed frv~ drones tha.n.fbrve 
one bee. • v. 3. . . 7 

Decent c!vility_ is a great o~namefi! t~ piety. . ibid. 
Hearty fnendflrip will fioop·to aoy thing but fin. \'. 7 .. 
There is nothing got by gadding. v. 9, • . . 
If our friends be kind ro us, • we mull: not be fo unkind to 

them. as to fuffer fin upon them. v. I·J· . • 
It is a iliame to da ·amifs, but a greater lhame ·to deny 

it. v.15. . ., 
The poorefl fervant& have precious, fouts, that m~fl. b~ 

lesk~d after. v. 19. • 
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Though fin is to be hated, finners are to be pitied and 
,prayes for. v. '23· I 

\Ve cannot c,xpecl too little from man, nor too much from 
God. v. 33· 

REVIEW 
OF 

SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 

;Radical Means of counteratling the prefint Scarcity, and pre~enti-tt.: 
Famine in future; including the Propofal vf a Maximum, 

founded on a new Principle. To 'llJhich is prefixed, An Addrefa 
to the Legijlature, on a Plan of .meliorating the Condition of 
Sode.ty at Large. By ,George l!.dwards, Efq, 153 pages Sv"• 
3s, 6d. johnfon. 

As we pretend not to decide on many parts of this pt:rform; 
.ai:i~e, me content ourfelves with gi:ving our read:ns an accoun 
of it's contents; and with faying that th.e Author writei like 
a man of humane feelings, and of accurate and extenfive 
obfervation. 

I. The Author's motive. iI. The engagements of fo­
fociety, in ref peel of fupplying the communi.ty with provifion, 
and the necelfaries oflife. HI. Heads of the different caufes 
of the prefent fcarcity. IV. Real fcarciiy of the nccelTariei 
of life, arifing from caufes, which human precaution cannot 
prevent; .and how it may be moil: efreclually removed. By 
the advancement of pecuniary aid; by import~.tion; by 
foitable agen.cies eflablilhed throughout the kingdom; by a 
proper plan of economical confumption; by growth of crops 
for fupplying food during the enfuing fpring and fummer; 
by meafur.es, which, though compulfory, will be highly ad­
vantageou£, and even neceffary in_certain cafes of emergency. 
V. The increafe of population, and additional numbers to be 
maintained by the produce of the kingdom, a caufe of 
fcarcity, and how this may be moll alt'eci:ually obviated. 
Vl. Exceffive burdens impofed, particularly upon agricul.., 
tural indufl:ry, a caufo of fcarcity, and how this may be moil 
e ffecl:ually ebviatcd. V Il. The too great Ercvalence of 
fpeculation, iq regard to the ncceffaries of hfe, a caufc of 

4 C Z fcan;;ity1 



llEVIEW, &c. 

frarcity, andhow this may be moR effe8.ually obviated• 
VIII. The defr8ivc, or inaJequate {l:ate of the airiculture of 
the kingdom, a caufe of fcarcity, and how this may be moft 
elrecl:uall y obviated. By the advancement of agriculture, as 
a pratlical evidence'; and removing obftacles in the way of 
it's progrefs. By exciting greater agricultural fpirit through­
ciut the kingdom. Jily enclofing lands held in common. 
By limiting tbe number of il-ock kept upon waftes. By im­
proving the ordinary agriculture of the kingdom. By meli­
oratine; the old enclofed lands of inferior quality throughoµt 
the kingdom. By farms of proper fizes. IX. The _exorbi­
ta1;-it pric;:s of commodiries in general, a caufe of fcarcity, and 
h•JW this may be effeB:ually obviated. By removing taxes 
from the neceifaries and eflential comforts of life. By ldfon• 
ing at the public expence, the high price of corn, to the 
lo,:er orders. By meliorating the condition of She ,lower 
orders. X. The pratl:ica] application of agriculture, for the 
benefit of the wealthf, a caufe offcarcicy, and how this may be 
effecl:uall y ohviated, By preventin~ th_e interference o! grazing, 
with the corn fyftem. By fubft1tut1ng, fo far, as 1s proper~ 
oxen for horft::s. XI. The combination of both real and ar­
tificial , fcarcity, with excefs of con1petition - among the 
b~yers a caufc of fcarcity, and how this may be effettually 
obviat~d. XII. The propofal of a maximum,, upon a new 
principle; and all objeclions made to ~a maximum fl:udioufly 
collected, and fuliy anfwered. XIII. ~em arks upo~ the mea. 
fures of relief, adopted by the legtflature. XIV. Apo-. 
lorry for the Author. XV. General fucnmary. 
~ • 
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