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PREFACE

TO THE THIRD VOLUME,

To the Chrifian Readers:

BELOVED BRETHREN,

AS the General Baptif Magazine, will

now, at leaft, for the prefent, be difcontinued, permit the
EpiTor to Al a blank page with a word of Exhort-
ation.

.. I. Remember that all things here, are fading and
pafling away. You and I fhall foon leave the world,
‘with all i’s cares, toils, and enjoyments. Set not, then,
.your affeGtions on things below, but on thofe which are
above. Make fure work for Eternity. *Make your
calling and eletion fure; and then the eternal inheritance
will afluredly be your portion, That inheritance will
.be infinitely more than a recompence for all your labours
and fufferings in your pilgrimage through this life.
Look daily to the Lord. Maintain continual “ communion
with the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift,” in
faith, meditation, and humble ardent prayer. Never for-
&et that believing prayer enfures fpiritual profperi:y; and
- that the latter cannot be enjoyed without diligent attention
to the former: Regard the welfare of your brethren, and
make confcience of practifing mutual exhortation and ad-
monition. < Exhort one another daily, as fo much the
more, as ye fce the day appreaching.

2. Remem-
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2. Remember the value of Divine truth, and fteadfaftly
adhere to it. Divine truth is the food of the foul. Feed
upon it, that you may be ftrong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might.” It is wonderfully adapted to the condi-
tion of man. Among the various branches of Divine truth,
which are clearly revealed in fcripture, I venture to recom-
mend the following te your frequentand ferious contempla~
tion ; as you muft have obferved that they are exprefsly de-
clared in feripture 5 and as you will find, by experience, that
they are of peculiar importance, and lzave the beft impreflions
upon your minds. The guilty, polluted, and helplefs condi-
tion of all men in their natural ftate ; the purity of the Divine
law, and the infufficiency of all human Tighteoufnefs ; the
godhead and atenement of the Lord Jefus Chrift, with his
ability, and readinefs, to fave all that believe in him; the
univerfality of our Lord’s death, and the glorious way of
falvation, opened by it for every finner who comes to him by
faith ; the abfolute freenefs of falvation by Chrift; to all that
come to him, without any recommending excellencies what-
foever ; the neceflity of regeneration by the Divine fpirit, to
ftate of holinefs and conformity to the law and image of God,
in order to our admiffion into the kingdom of heaven s the
neceflity of diligence, watchfulnefs, prayer, and the contifual
exercife of faith, in-order to overcame all our fpiritual eneémiés,
and to arrive fafely in the world of glory ; the certainty of the
promifes of final viétory, and eternsl-felicity to 2ll who thus
endure to the end in the way of God, and of al} that g-'ra‘Cc
which is neceflary for us, to énable us thus to perfevers, and
be for ever ard ever happy with our God and Saviour.

That thefe éreat feripture do&trines may eontinually dwell,
and powerfully operate all your hearts, is the cacneft prayer
of your unworthy, but .

Willing fervant, for Jefus’ fake,

Dec. 29, 1800. THEEDITOR.
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REV. MR. SAMUEL
CLARK, WHO (IN.CONSEQUENCE OF BEING FLUNG
FROM HIS HORSE) DEPARTED THIS LIFE, DEC. OTH,
1769, IN THE FORTY-SECOND YEAR OF HIS AGE.

(See his Funeral Sermon, by Caleb Afpworth, D. D.)

—

THE Rev. Mr. Samuel Clark had the honour to defcend
from a family which for many generations had been eminent
for learning and piety. Mr. Samuel Clark, of Bennet Fink,
the hiftorian, author of Select Lives, the Marrow of Eccle-
fiaftical Hiftory, and feveral other valuable pieces, and Mr.
Samuel Clark, of Aylefbury, author of the Annotations on
Scripture, were his anceltors. * The Rev. Dr. Samuel Clark,
of St. Alban’s, his father, was in every vicw a very amiable,
and a great man. Among many excellent qualities he was re-
markable for the pains he took with the young people under his
paftoral care.* Hence we may eafily conclude he paid uncom-
mon attention to the education of his own children ; elpecially
of this [on, who was early inclined and devoted to the mir:if-
try. From being under the care of-a very wife and pious
and learned father, he came, furnithed with good ftores of
claffical learning, maxims of prudence and principles of reli-
gion, to the academy at Notthampton, under the diretion of
the Rev. Dr. Doddridge. The intimate friendfhip which had

Vour. II1. B long

#* See Dr. Doddridge’s Sermon for Dr. Clark in the 3d vala
of his Scrmons and Tralls, prie. p. 256 and p. 263, nete.
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long fubfifted between the families, fecured him every advan-
tage he could enjoy under a molt able and affe@ionate tutor,
His father lived to fee him enter on the miniftry in a manner
which no doubt revived and delighted his heart, though he
was far advanced in years and bowed down with infirmities,
On the conclufion of his ftudies, Mr. Clark was chofen by
his tutor to affit him in the bufinefs of the academy, and in
little more than a year, when that great and good man was
obliged to retire on account of his health, he committed the
care both of his academy and congregation to him. The
manner in which he difcharged this truft notonly gave general
fati<faltion, but greatly furprized all who were acquainted
with him, and raifed the higheft idea of his talents, and the ex-
cellent difpofitions of his heart*. - When the academy was
removed to Daventry, he kindly continued as afliftant in it
for five years; and I take pleafurein acknowledging in this
public manner, that his friendfhip, his abilities, and his pru-
dent counfels were of effential fervice, and mainly contributed
to the reputation and fuccefs, whatever they have been, with
which that inftitution has been conducted. ‘

From thence he removed to this place at Midfummer, 1757 :
and here [ may naturally clofc the detail. I need not tell you,
(P:ov.xxxi. 11.)that the leart of his colleague hath fafely truft-
ed in him; and that they have lived together, for more than
twelve years, in the'moft entire harmony, ftiendthip, and con-
fidence.” I need not tell you how (2 Tim. iv. 2.} he preached
the word, was inftant in feafon, and out of feafon: what pains
he took to know the ftate of his flock, and how aflfiduoufly he
attended to all the cafes which might more efpecially demand
a paftor’s care: how conftantly and affeCtionately he attended
the fick ; how diligently ‘he fought out the diftrefled, how

liberally he imparted to them of the fubftance with which
"God had blefled him ; and with what {pirit he entered into all
fchemes of public charity, efpecially for the relief of the fick,
and the inftru&ion of the poor. 1 need not tell you, with how

- much

* During the Do&or’s abfence from home, and ufing the
prefcribed means for the reftoration of his Health, he often
mengioned it to his friends as a fingular happinefs that God
pad#fiven him an affiftant, (Mr. Clark) to whom he could
chearfully confign the care of his academy and congregation ;
and (as he exprefleth it in a letter to a friend from Briftol)
« whofe great prudence and wife difpofition of affairs made
him quite eafy as to both.” Mr. Orton’s Life of Dr. Dod-
dridge, 8vo. p. 339
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much condefcenfion and affubility he, who was courted by the
learned and polite; and knew how to relith their company,
converfed with the poorelt and moft illiterate perfons ; efteem-
ing thofe, as I have often heard him fay, his happy days, which
he fpent in difcourfing with them on religious fubjeéts with a
freedoin, which fome perfons in higher life are neither inclined
to ufe nor allow. I hope, I neced not remind you who arz
entering upon the world, what various fchemes he formed for
your benefit, or the prudence and refolution with which he
carried them into executien ; the youth of the fuciety, what
pains he beftowed in catechifing you ; or y..u, children, of the
obliging and inftructive notice he took of you, when occafion-
ally vifiting your parents. How much do you owe to fuch a
minifter ? How dear fhould his memory be to you ? How
thankful fhould you be that he was fixed amongft you ? I need
not obferve in this place, that his general converfation was
admirably calculated to do good : that he was always modett
and humble, but never mean; that a decent chearfulnefs and a
flow of good nature appeared in his familiar vifits, without ever
finking below " his character; fo that it might feem impofiible
for his acquaintance either not to love, or not to revererce
him. Youmuft have remarked his eafy natural manner of in-
troducing inftructive and ferious hints; fothata perfon muft be
grievoufly wanting to himfelf, who fpent an hour in his com-
pany without being the wifer and the better : that it appeared
to be his concern, wherever he was, to be doing good ; and his
delight, when an opportunity offered, whoever was the object
of it.

_ His genius was folid ard good: his underftanding was clear,
his judgment ftrong; his memory faithful : his paffions were
naturally cool, and were brought under the moft exact regula-
tion : his affections were warm, and his heart fufceptible of the
tendereft fentiments : his diligence, refolution, and perfeverance
were uncommonly great : his knowledge of the world was fo
extenfive and exact, his penctration fo great, his heart fo honeft,
his friendthip fo fincere, and his tongue under fuch wife com-
mand, that he was confulted by his friends in the moft intricate
and delicate affairs ; and I will venture to fay, they never re-
pented of the confidence they rcpofed in him, and generally
{aw reafon to follow his advice. His ufefulnefs in this refpect
cannot be eftimated. How many perfons will be cut to the
heart by addrefling to them the prophet’s queftion, Mic. iv. 5.
¢ Is thy counfellor perithed ?”” This uncommon fagacity was
attended with the greateft generofity, and the nicelt fepfe of
honour ; fo that I may affirm he was never {ufpc&ed of mean=
' ' B2 nefsy
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nefs, artifice or cunning. In the charalter of a fon, and a
brother, he was a fimifhed model. His conduct as a minilter
I haye had occafion to mention in various views; but have
not been able in any of them t6 do him juftice, as you well
know. Such were the grounds of that hearty efteem, that
tender affection, that lively gratitude, that high regard and
veneration, on account of which [ am perfuaded 1 may apply
to many of you, as juftly as to any Chriftians in modern tines,*
the ftrong words of the apoftle Paul, Gal. iv. 15. ¢ bear you
record that, if it had been poflible, you would have plucked
out youi own eyes, and have given them tohim :” and you
well know that bis cares, his influence, his ufefulnefs and
efteem were not confined to this congregation ; but reached to
perfons and focieties in the neighbourhood, and even to a great
diftance. In a word, a perfon of his years fo wife, fo ufeful,
fo highly efteeived, fo univerfally lamented, I never knew,
and 4 believe has feldom been known. \

That his years were fofew, that he was cut off in the prime
of his life and ufefulnefs, and in fuch an awful* manner, are
to us matter of unfeigned and bitter lamentation. But let us
be filent, confidering, Pfal. xxxix. g. that God hath done it. '
This afliGion was brought upon us by what we calt an ac-~
cident: many circumftances, which led to it, were as contin-"

ent and fortuitous.as any we can imagine; and it is natural
to refle&t ¢ had this been done, or that omitted, our lofs had
been prevented.”” But are not accidents as much under the
direction of rProvidence, as difeafes ?# Mat. x. 29. If a fpar-
row fall not to the ground without our Father ; furely the’
death of a man, by which fo many 1mportant connettions are
broxen, and the probation of an immortal ¢reature brought
to a clofe, is an affair of too great moment to be overlooked
by him: leaft of ail, are we to imagine he was untoncerned
when a good man fell ; one by whoic death hundreds of God’s
faithful fervants and dear children are grieved and {uffer great-
ly, the caufe of religion is deeply affected, a lamentable breach
is made in the church, and the world is deprived of a perfon
who bid as fair for being extenfively ufeful for many years,
as any character we have known. “1'nis was occaiioned by
an

% He was flupz from his horfe in one of the {treets of Rir-
mingham,on Lord’s day «;orning, Dec. 3, as he was fetting
out 1o preacr to 4 congregation at Qldbury, which he and his
collcague, the Rev. M . dowell, alternatey fupplied. He
laiyguithed under the effzéis of his fall for three duys, butjwas
very bide, if at all, fenfible during the whole ume,
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an accident. But are we, therefore, to think it the work of
chance? Did it fall out without the approbation and appoint-
ment of God? Was it an overlight in the great Governor of
the world, and was he inattentive when it happened >— What
notions can we then have of providence ? or what truft ¢an
we place in it, if accidents like this are not within it’s plan,
and under the direction of an all-wife and gracious (God ?
And if they are, let us hold our peace and fubmit. Hof. xiv.q.
« His ways are right,” This is a dark and myfterious dif-
penfation ; but it cannot be wrong. He may indeed be dif-
pleafed, and mean to chaftife us: it is proper, therefore, ta
fay, « fhow us wherefore thou contendeft witn us;” to en-
quire what each of us may have done to forfeit fo great a
blefling and incur fuch a heavy correction. The manner of
his death gives every fenfible heart a particular thock. But
here too let us acquiefce. Of what importance is it, in what’
way a good man goes to heaven? If the foul be but fufe, it is
below the magnanimity of a Chriftian to be much concerned’
about the little circumf{tances of the time and place and manner
of his death? Much lefs can we fuppofe they are recolleéted:
with regret, by a fpirit that is fufely arrived :"and, as the great
Mr. Howe obferves,* if God be pleafed, and the glorified crea—
ture pleafed, who are we that we fhould be difpleafed ?

You have indeed much caufe to mourn; I muft however
call upon you, the members of this congregztian, to engage in
an act of praife. Blefs God that you are not, Mark vi. 32.
¢ like fheep not having a fhepherd ¥ Be thankful that the
life of your other dear and honoured -paftor, though often
threatened, is ftill continued. Pity him, and carry it tendorly
to him, under that load of forrow, which has rendered him in-
capable of affifting you on this occafion ; the only confider=
ation which could have engaged me to attempt it. Endeavour
by all the tokens of kindnefs and refpect to relieve his mind,
and make s labours among you pleafant and ufeful.

In the choice of a colleague to him proceed with coolnefs,
deliberation and unanimity.  Let every one foliow the things
which make for peace, and confult the good of the whole, with-
out any undue concern for the gratihcation of his own in-
clination and tafte. Nothing would have grieved your late
pairo: more than the apprehenfion of difcord 1n the choice of a
fuccetior.  Shew that you have profited by the example he
fet you of caution, moceration and public fpurit. B

Y

ot

_* Howe’s Life prefixed to his works, p. 34.
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By confidering your lofs, by obferving your countenances,
by refleting on my own feclings, I know your forrow exceeds
expreflion. I pity you, and demand your pity. None but
my own heart and he who fearcheth it know what I have
loft, and what I fecl. But let us remember, the confolations
of (od are not fmall.  T'he apoftle fuggefts a noble fupport
under forrows of every kind in the words that follow my
text. <« Jefus Chrift is yefterday, to-day, and for ever the
fame.” Though friends and kindred, though the moft valuable
members of the church and it’s moft ufeful minitters, die, the
Chriftian Religion is the fame, and may ftill adminifter thofe
fafe directions and folid fupports, which (incere believers have
derived from it in every age  Chrilt has the fame regard for
his church and people he ever had. He who employed and
furnithed and bleffed the minifters we lament, can raife up
others with equal talents, or, with inferior abilities, can ren-
der them equally ufeful. Tohim let us feek; on him let -
us rely ; inhim let us rejoice ; and afcribe to him, as the moft
wife and gracious head of the church, Rev. v. 13. blefling
and honour, and glory, and power, for cverandever. Amen?.

e e e —

PISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUPFERINGS OF
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS:

LIFE OF THOMAS WATTS

MR. THOMAS WATTS of Billerica, in the county.
of Effex, and diocefe of London, was a linen-draper by trade,
and a religious man, according to the reformation of the
church in the reign of King Edward the Sixth ; butupon the
coming in of Queen Mary to the crown, he wasapprehenfive
that he fhould be troubled ¥y his enemies for his religion :
and therefore he broke up his thop, fold his goods, and difpofed
of and fettled all his worldly (ubftance upon his wife and
children, and gave confiderably to the poor. And all this he
did before his being taken up, which happened upon the 25th
of April, 1555. For then he was apprehended and brought
before the Lord Rich, and other commiffioners and juttices of

the peace, at the quarter-feflions at Chelmsford.
Upon his coming into court the Lord Rich faid unto him,
Watts,
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‘Watts, you are brought hither, (as I underftand) for difobey-
ing the Kingand Queen’s laws ; ye will not come to church,
ye will net hear mals, &c. but have your conventicles, 2 fort
of you, in corners, contrary to the King and Queen’s pro-
ceedings.

Watts an(wered,¢ My Lord, if I have offended againft the
law, | am here fubject to- the law.’

Then Anthony Brown, Efq. juftice of peace, faid unto him,
¢ Watts, I pray thee tell me who hath been thy fchoolmafter,
to teach thee this doftrine ! Where didft thou firft lcarn this
religion?’

Indeed, fays Watts, You, Sir, taught it me,and none more
than yourfelf ; for in King Edward’s days, in open feffions,
you fpake againft this religion that is now ufed, no preacher
‘more: You thenfaid the mafs was abominable, and all their
trumpery befides ; withing, and earneftly exhorting that none

_fhould believe therein, and that our belief thould be only in
Chrilt: and you faid then, whofoever. thould bring in any
ftrange nation to rule here, it were treafon, and not to be
fuffered.” )

Then faid Mr. Brown to my Lord Rich, ¢ He belies me,
.my Lord: what a knave isthis? He will foon belie me be-
hind my back, when he doth it before my face.” And my
.Lord Rich faid again, I dare fay he doth fo. )

In conclufion, the commiffioners fent Watts to the bithop
of London, with a letter to the faid bifhop, figned with their
hands. :

- What private conference the bithop had with Watts, is
not known. But on Thurfday the 2d of May he was
brought into the confiftory-court in London, and there ex-
amined upon the difcourfe he had with the Lord Rich and the
. reft of the commiffioners at Chelmsford ; and then the bithop
“exhibited divers articles againft him, according to the praltice
.of the court, requiring his particular an{wer to each article ;
which are as follow :

1. It was objeéted to him, That he did not believe in the
facraments of the holy Catholic church, as the Catholic

.church of Rome, and other churches members of the fame
have believed and taught, but defpifed the fame.

To this he anfwered, ¢ That he believed in all the facra-
ments according to Chrift’s inftitution, but not according ta
the bifhop of Rome’s church: and further faid, that he doth
not now believe as he had done in times paft; for in time
palt he believed as the church then believed, but now he
doth not {o believe.  For the church of Rome had deceived

us,
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us, and therefore he faid he did not belicve as the church
of Rome believed, but as Chrift hath taught him.” And fur-
ther he faid, That he was fo taught to believe by the
preaching of one Mr. Alvey and others, whofe names. he
remembered not; which Alvey, he faid, did preach the word
of God truly and fincerely.’

2. [hat he believeth, and alfo has taught others, that the
fubfance of material bread and wine do remain in the facra-
ment of the altar after the confecration.
~ To this he anfwered, ¢ That he believed that Chrift’s body
1s in heaven, and no where elfe; and further adds, that he
will never believe that Chrift’s body is in the facra-
ment.’

3. That he believeth the mafs to be abominable.

. To this he anfwered, ¢ That he did fo believe, and would
ot go from that belief.

4. That he believeth that confeflionto a prieft is not ne-
ceflar

Toythls he faid, ¢ He did not believe that the prieft could
abfolve him of his fins ; but he denied not butit was good to
‘afk counfel of the prieft.’

. §. That in the open feffions he did confefs that he had re-
fufed to come to the church, and to hear divine fervice, and re-
ceive the facrament of the altar: becaufe that like as the
fervice of the church fet out in the days of King Edward the
Sixth was faid and alledged to be abominable, heretical, fchif-
matical, and all naught ; fohe the faid Watts then and there
faid before the faid commiflioners, that all that is now ufed
and done in the church is abominable, heretical, fchifmatical,

and altogether naught: and alio that he .then did utter before
the commiffioners, other erroneous and arrogant words, to
the hurt of his foul, and the evil example of the people
there prefent:

To this Watts anfwered, ¢ That he did utter and fpeak
as in this article is contamed, and further defired’ God,
that he might die in that faith and belief wherein he
now is.’

Thefe and fome other articles of lefler moment being
propofed to him, and his anfwers thercunto written down,
were read in open court as often as he there appeared, which
was three or four times; at which times the bithop and
others did endeavour what they could to caufe him to deny
his profeflion.

But he faid, God keep me from the dotrine ye would

have
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Mve ¥ dome unto; and T befeech God that I may perfevere
fn that B Wave done, for [ will ftand to miné anfwers. .
Then the [édtenée of condemnation was read againft
himi, and hé wad there délivered to the fheriffs of London,
who' commiteed Hit' & Niewgate antil the gth of June, and
then fent him down to Chelinsford, to one $¢ot’s houfe, an
Innk¢eper therd'; whére hé was in the ¢ompany of Thomas
Hawkes, and! oyiérs; that were' fent down to be burned in

Effex ; and they all prayed togethidr. -

Afferwards Whatts prayed' privately by himfelf; and his
wife and fi% childréry ¢anie to fcé him, to whom he fpake to
tifis: effeét : ¢ dear wife, and my good childrén, I muft now

epart from' you'; therefore hericeforth kriow I you no more :
but as the Ford' hath givel you to me, fo'l give you again
uiito' thé Lord, whom' I' charge you to' obéy and fear ; and

Beware that ye tiri fot to this ‘abominablé popery, againft
the which [ fhall anon, by God’s grace, give my blood. Let
not the murdering of God’s faints caufé you td recant, but take
occafion -thereby to be ftronger in thé Lord’s quarrel; and
I doubt not but God will be a merciful Father urto

ou,’ '

- When hé Had done fpeaking, two of His cHildren were fo
affe@ted with what he had faid to thém, thdt they offered'to be
burned with him‘: then hie kifled' them, and took leave; and fo
e wag'carried to the fire, where he patiently yiclded up his
foulinto'the hands of God. - ’
< ‘Wheit he wis at the ftake he kifled it; and faid to my
Lord Rich; thefe'or the like' wards: My Lord, beveare,
beware, fof yol' do' againft’ your own corfcience lLietein,
dnd excépt ye'-repedt, the Lord wilk avedge it; for you
are the caufc of this thy death.” e fuftered June the
roth; 1555.

—— i
LIVES OF JOHN BRADFORD; DIVINE ;l AND JOHN LEAFE)
AN APPRENTICE.

JOHN: BRADEORD, was born at Manchefter, ih the
county of Lancafter, and brought' up by his jareits: to the
knowledae of the latin tongue, and made fic far bufinids:;
and he becante a fervant tg dir Jobn Harrington, who was:
treafurer to King, Henry the Eighth for his camps and' build-
ings. After fome ywars continuance in this fervice, to the
good liking and fatisfalion of his mafter, the faid Johm
Bradtord grew wdary of this courfe’ of life, and had a great

Vou. 111 C 1ncdi-
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inclination to apply himfelf to learning; and fo went to
Cambridee, and gave himfelf to ftudy, where he improved fo
wcll, that in one ycar’s time the univerfity gave him .the
degree of mafter of arts.  And the mafter and fellows of
Pembroke-hall had fuch a refpet for him, that they gave
him a fellowihip in their college. .

Martin Bucer bcing at that time in Cambridge, took a

great liking to Mr. Bradford, and perfuaded him much to

ive himfelf to the preaching of God’s word. Bradford ex-
cufed himfelf from taking that office on him, for want of fuf-
ficient learning.” To whom Bucer replied, If thou haft not
fine manchet-bread, yet give the poor people barley-bread, or
whatfoever elfe the Lord hath committed unte thee. :

And whilit Mr. Bradford was thus perfuaded to enter . into
the miniftry, Dr. Ridley, bithop of London, fent for him,
and put him into” deacon’s orders, and gave him licence to
preacti; and made him a prebendary of St. Paul’s;. and he
continued a preacher three years, tharply rebuking vice,
aff¢&ionately preached . Chrift crucified, firongly confuting
herefies and errors, and earneftly perfuading to a godly life,
till the death of good King Edward the Sixth. .

After Queen Mary came to the erown, Mr. Bradford con-
tinued his courfe of ‘preaching for fome time, till he was.
hindered by a certain accident, which was this : 3

In the firft year of Queen Mary’s reign, upon the 13th
of Auguft, ‘1553; Bonner, bifhop of London, ordered Mr..
Bourn, a canon of St.  Paul’s, and after bithop of Bath, to
preach at Paul’s crofs,” London; where. he took occafion,,
frofn the gofpel of the day, to juftify Bopner, then reftored
to his bifhopric, who, fays Bourn, had preached upon the,
fame text, that -day four years, in the fame, place, and was
for the' fame moft cruelly and unjuftly eaft into the mofk
vile dungeon of the Marfhalfea; and there kept prifoner
during the time of King:Edward the Sixth,

At thefe words the people began greatly to murmur, fo
that the lord mayer and.aldesmen feared there would be an
uproar; for one <aft a.dagger. at the .preacher in the pul-
pit, and the people were fo enraged, that they were ready to
pull him out of the pulpit; fo that he was forced to with-
draw ; and he defired Mr. Bradford, who- ftood behind him.
in the pulpit; to ftep-forward and fpeak'to the people, to try
toappeafe themyfor they would not be quiet at the com-
mand of the lord mayor, but the more he fpake the more
outrageous they were. "But when Mr. Bradford, at the
requelt of Mr. Bourn, appeared 'in the pulpit, the people re-

joiced,
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joiced, and gave a fhout, crying, Bradford, Bradford, God
fave thy life, Bradford ! And then they gave ear to his fpecch ;
who reproved them for making that diforder in the church,
not conlidering the facrednefs of the place, and exhorted them
to peace and quietnefs ; and prefently the uproar ceafed, and
the congregation difperfed peaceably. ,

But Mr. Bourn fearing the rage of the people, deflired Mr.
Bragdford not to leave him till he had feen him fafely houfed;
and this Mr.' Bradford performed, and conducted him to the
fchool-mafter’s houfe in fafety. . .
- In the afternoon Mr. Bradford did preach again, at Bow
church, in Cheapfide, where he rebuked the people for their
late tumultuous behaviour at St. Paul’s crofs. '

And within three days, Mr. Bradford was fummoned befere
the Queen and her council, and there charged as the caufe of
the late riots about ‘Bourn’s preaching at St. Paul’s, though
he was the man that preferved Bourn from the outrage of
the people, and appeafed the tumult; and he was alfo accufed.
for preaching to the people at Bow church, though he there
exhorted them to-peace. - But nothing that he could alledge
for his innocence could avail, but he was committed to the
tower for fedition, becaufe they faw he wasa popular man,
and much beloved by the city ; and from the tower of London
he was fent to other prilons, and then to the Poultry-
compter>. . .. ’

And they kept him in prifon above a year and fix months,
until the -Popifh religion was reftored by a@& of parliament.
And then they began to examine him about his faith, when it
was a dangerous thing to fpeak againft the dotrine of the
church of Rome. ‘ K ;

But whiie the laws of King Edward were unrepealed, fo
that he might fpeak his confcience freely and without danger,
then they never queftioned him. ‘This Bradford AL“h'\s ex-
amination before the lord chancellor, bithop- Bonger;y and
divers other bifhops, faid, It was a moft unjuft and cruel wa
of proceeding. Now the chief thing for which John Brad-
ford was condemned, and at the laft ‘burned in Smithfield,
was his denying tranfubftantiation, or the corporal prefence
of Chrift in the ficrament; and for aflerting, that wicked
men did not partake of Chrift’s body in the faid facrat
ment, ‘ :

About thefe points many bifhops and learned men con-
ferred with him; but it was in vain, for he would admut
of no arguments in this cafe, but fuch as were brought from
exprefs words of fcripture; and therefore he was accounted

Ca an
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an heretic, and firft exgommunicated, and then condemned
for the fame, and committed to the fheriffs of London,
who the mg"it bgfore he fuffered, brought him to Newgate ;
and the next day, being the firft of July, he, and one Johp
1.eafe, were brought into Smithfield to the ffa,k.e. ‘
" This John Leafe was apprentice to one Humphry Gawdy,
a tallow-chandler, of M(ghriﬁ—ch.,uncb parifh, in London,
aged nincteen years, horn at K.i:};by,-MQr‘etidc, in_the
¢ounty of York ; who was, on the Friday before Palm.
Sunday, committed to Bread-ftreet compter, by the aldermag
of the ward where he livedy and afterwargs broyght before
Bonner, bithop of London, and by him examiped. aboug
his faith in the facrament of the altar, and other points;
and at laft condemned and delivered fo the fheriffs, for
not belieying the doftrine of tranfubftanfiation, er that the
bread and wine by the words of confecration are changed
into the very body and blood of Chrift, really and fub=
ftantially ; which he ahfolutely denigd, and wauld by no meang
be brought to believe it, ) b _ ) N

And the fheriffs brought the fajd John Leafe to Smithfield,
the fame day with John Bradford, = =~ ‘

And as foon as they came to the place of execution,
Johin Bradford fell proftrate on his face gn one fide of the
ftake, and Johp Leafe on the other fide; and they both
continued in that pofture a few minutes, praying to thgm-
felves. o L
" Then ong of the theriffs faid, Mr, Bradford, arife ang
make an end, the prefs of the people is great. -

" "Then they both ftood up, and Mr. Bradford togk a fag.
got in his hand and kifled it, and alfo kified the flake ; and
then he defired the fheriffs that hig' feryant might have
his clothes, becaufe he was a poor man, and he had nothing
elfe to give him; which was granted. Lo

Then Mr. Bradford put off his clothes, and went to the
ftake, where he and John Leafe were faftened, and had
the reeds and wood put about them,  And Mr. Bradford
lifting up his eyes and bands ta heaven, faid, O England,
England, repent thee of thy fins, repent thee of thy fins;
beware of antichrift, beware of idolatry, take heed they da
not deceive you. o . v ‘ .

At which "Mr.  Woodrofe, the fheriff, bad thems tic his
hagds, if he would not be quiet. ,

O Mr. th riff, (fays Bradford) I am quiet, God forgive
youtris, Then one of the fheriff’s men fard'to My. Bradford,
It yuu hzve no t‘)‘c’t;e,r learning than this, you are by a ,fQ(){i,

an
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and bad belt hold your peace, To whom Bradford made
ho_anfwer, but he atked all the world foigivenefs, and
forgave all the world, and prayed the people to pray for
him ; and turning his head go the young man that fu}cred
with him, faid, Be of good comfnrt, brother, we fhall have
A merry fupper with the Lord this night. ‘

- And fo fpake no more that any man did hear, but ems
bracing the reeds faid, S$trait is the gate, and narrow js the
way thaf leadeth to falyation, and few there be that find i,
And the yeyng man faid, Jefus receiye us,

And then fire being put to them, they both ended their
mortal liyes like two Jambs, without alteration of gouge
tenance, and void of fear, in hopes of everlalting Jife through
our Lord Jefus Chrift, in whofe fight the death of the
faints is precious. This John Bradford wrote many godly
letters to divers perfons whillt he was in prifon.

SERMONS AND ESSAYS.

F¥HE UNION OF THE SAINTS; THEIR EQUAL CLAIMs
TO CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGES ; AND BQUAL ORLIGA-
TIONS TO C€HRISTIAN .DUTIES, CONSIDEREDR AND

. IMPROVED. A SERMON ON GAL. III 28, ABRIDGED. .

Gal iii. 28. latter part.—2e are all ans in Chrifp Fefus. -

AMONG the many (ybjets of confideration upon which
the minds of chriftians ought to be employed, the nature and
end of church fellowthip, the advantages which refult from
it, and the obligations attached to it, are not the leaft im-
/portant. To dilate at large, however, upon thefe inteefting
fubjsfts, would employ more time than ean, with propriety,
be allotted to one difcourfe. A few general hints rcfpe&ing
them are ali that can now be expected.

A church of Chrift is a body of people united together, by
the facred bands of truth and love, for the purpofe of pro-
moting the intereft of their blefled Redeemer in the world;
and of enjoying thofe fpiritual advantages which naturally
refult from fuch an union, and which cannot be otherwife
enjoyed. ‘ »

This unjon is {piritual, not feeular ; for the kingdom of
Chrift1s - not of this wo1ld.”  One of it’s principat deﬁgnls'

COla
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collectively confidered, is, that it may be ¢ a pillar and
ground of the truth ;"”* or a means of fupporting "the truth
of-the gofpel, and extending the knowledge of it among men.
This ought to be the united endeavour of all the mem-
bers of every gofpel chuich, and the ardent defire of every
individual chriftian, They ought to ¢ flrive together for
the faith of the gofpel.”’+ And, on all proper occafions,
to “contend earncfly for the faith which was once de-
livered to the faints.”’} In an age, like the prefent, when
infidelity is making it's deftru@ive exertions, and when weé
have rcafon to fear, that 2 licentious indifference refpect-
ing the fundamental doctrines of the golpel fo much pre-
vails among the profcflors of chriftianity, fuch cndeavours
to fupport, defend, and propagate thefe fundamental dorines,
muit be peculiarly incumbent upon all the lovers of our
blefled Saviour, and of the fouls of men. But ‘my in<
tention, in this difcourf:, is only to give a general view
of the unity which fubfilts in a gofpel church, and of the
advantages and obligations which refult from that’ unity.
«¢ For ye are all one in Chrift Jefus.”

I. « Ye are all one,” in point of advantages.

T his, however, it is obvious to remark, does not affectan
of your natural or ¢ivil relations in life. You enjoy all the
feparate. advantages, as well as lie under all the feparate
obligations of thefe, as much as if you had never been
united to a church of Chrit.. You have zll, as individuals,
the diftin& pleafurés of hufbands, wives, parents, children,
mafters and fervants, as if you had never been converted.
You are all, as individuals, undcr the fame obligations
to perform the relative duties of life, toevery other individual
in the world, that all other men are. Chnftianity diffolves
po natural or civil obligations ; but rather ftrengthens them.
all 7and inftead of deftroying, it encreafes and refines the
pleafures derived from all our worldly connettions. .

Nor does your unity refpect your outward pofleffions ;
your trade, or any of your. fecular interefts. It is not
only evident, in the nature of the thing, but it is clear from
the expreflions of the apoftle Peter to ‘Ananias,§ that your
worldly pofleflions are as much your own, in 2 church
relation, as they were before that relation commenced. Thefe
are given to men feverally, as the great God, in' the courfe

' of

* 1 Tim. iii. 1§—+ Phil. i. 27.—1 Jude v. 3.—§ Alls
v. 4. “ While it remained, was. it not thine. own? And
after it was fold, was it not in thine own power?”
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of his wilc providence, dire€ts; and we are refponfible to
him alone, for the ufe wc make of them.

We may add, that, you have all, as individuals, your
diftinét undcrftandings and powers of mind, and thefe are
fuperior and inferior in different perfons. It never was,
nor can we fee how it is poflible that it ever fhould be
‘the cafc, that any number of men fhould be equal in
menta] capacities;: He, who has given us thefe powers,
jultly requires that we ufe them faithfully and diligently
in his fervice; but it cannot be required that thofe, whofe
capacities are manifeftly .inferior to thofe of their brethren,
thould be required or expeted to do the fame fervice, or
be the inftrument, of fo much advantage of this kind,
in the church of Chrift, as thofe whofe mental powers
are fuperior. In this refpect, as in cvery other, “ every man
hath his proper gift of God,” and, “ to whom much is giyen,
‘of him will much be required !

‘Nor will it ever be, that all the members of the fame
church will have the fame opportunities of laying out
themfelves in the promotion of our Redeemer’s intereit.
Not only have the advantages ‘of fome for acquiring know-
ledge, by their education, their connections, their mental
abilities, and their long ftanding in_religion, been fuperior
to thofe of others ; but the leifure, the property, the prof-
perity in fecular purfuits, the different occupations, the
domeftic trials, the relative duties of fome men, vary fq
far from thofe of others, that there muft of neceflity be a
great difference, both in refpe@ of the advantages they
enjoy, and the duties incumbent upon them. In all thefe;
and in all fimilar inftances, “if there be a willing mind,”
a gracious God accepts their cordial eadeavours, and every
church ought to accept them, “ according to what a man
hath, and not according to what he hath not.”

It may be further obferved, that the unity of church
members, cannot include in it an actual famenefs of views,
refpeting every facred fubjedt, whether of faith or praltice.
In the grand fundamentais of gofpel do&rine, of moral
and religious duty, and of chrittian worthip ; it is, indeed,
evidently neceffary, that they fhould be all agreed. But
it is clear, that in the primitive churches, in thofe of
Rome and Corinth particularly,* there were fome dif-
ferences in finaller and more ciicumftantial matters. Nor
did the apoftle infift upon perfect unity in thefe things.

' ' He

* See Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor, viii,
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pe rither recommended tho duties of fove and forbearance.
Why, fays he, « doft thou judge thy brother? Ot why doft
fhou fet a€ nought thy brother #” For we fhall all " ftand
pefore the judgment feat of Chrift”"—«Let us thercfore
follow the: thiags which Mizke for peace, and things where-
eith one may edifly another.”” .

Onee more 5 it is fearcely confifterit with the prefert
fate of mankind, that all the members of a chriltian church
fhould be equil in point of efteey and influence. Dif-
ferent men ate not only different in their 4bilities;, and
jutelle®ual furniture; but alfo in their éxertions for the

neral good, and the profperity of the church: and thofe
who' fliew the mioft ardent affection: for thie profperity of the
whole community, will, in fpite of all' other partidlities,
obtain the cfteem of the members in general. In pro-
pottion to the degrer in which they aré efteemed, will,
in general, be their influence. While thofer who are igno-
gant, indolent, felfifliy and! indttentive: to the' advantage and
profperity of the' whole church, are’ difregarded, at leaft,
regarded in @ very inferior degree; thofe who' ar¢ of a
comtrary difpofition’ will, I had” almoft faid, of neceffity;
be generally loved, and' Heard with- a degree of venera-
tion. © Demetrius- hath good repert’ of all' men, and of
the druth’ icfelf.”’§ ,

Wherein, then, does the unity and equality’ of chriftiaris;
and: of members- of the fame chriftian® church, confift'? I
anfivers if they be all real' believers; as they’ profefs to' be; an
union fubfits: among them, which is far fuperior to any
thing’ natural, or to any thing fecular. It is a fpiritual
union, an union ®in Chnft Jefus.”  ~

1. Theyall ftand in the fame filial' relation to the great
God. Being all regenerated by his fpirit, and adopted’ into
his family, they are « all the children of God, by fhith,
in' Chrift Jefus.1” THhereis no'difference of' Jew or Greek,
of bond or free, of male or female ; and' on the fami¢ prin-
ciples we may add, there¢ is no differerice’ of rich: or poor,
of old or young; all true chriftians, however otherivife
diftinguifbicd, ftard i e relation: of children to the great
and “blefled God, the father of: mercies, and the fountain of
confvlation.

2. They all-ftand in the fame relation’ tb the Lord Jefus
Chrift.  They are all brothers and fifters in the fame fantily
of heaven, the- fame houfhold of faith; while he is gra-

cioufly

* Rom. Xiv. 10. 19.~~+ 3 John v, 12. 1 v. 26.

-
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tioully plealed to ftand in the relation of our elder Brother,
as “the firft-born anong many brethren.””*  They are all
members of his myﬂlcal body; and receive life, ftrength, and
fpiritual nourithment’ from him as their lxvmn head. He
feels for them all.  He « fympathizes with them” in all theif
infirmities and diftreffes. From his fulnefs they all ¢ receive
grace for grace ;" and are all, by faith id him, « ﬂrcngthened
with all might, by his ipmt in the inner man. Sc that
they fhall all be “ conquerors, and more than conquerors,
through him that has leved them.”

3. Ihey are all equally interefted in the fpiritual blefiings
procured for them by our bleffed Rﬁdecmcr s death and atone-
ment.—Through him they all reccive the forgivenefs of all
their fins. T bey are all «“juftified from all things.””  “T'hey.
are, through him, partakers of ¢ righteoufuefs and {trertgth.’*
He is made of God, unto every true believer, © wifdom and
righteoulnefs; ahd fan&nﬁcatxon, and reacmptmn "+ Whether
you fpeak pf external, or internal bleflings, 21l real belxevers,
whether rich or poor, old or youngs bond or free, maie or
female, are, « in Chrift Jelus,” equally entitled to them all;
Are dlvme inftitutions bleflings of ineftimable value? They
are; and fuch the true Chriftian efteems them. The two
pofitive inftitutions, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, particu=
larlyy are not only indifpenfible duties, but high privileges in
the church of God: the one, baptifm, to be adminiftered once
only, in commemoration of the burial and refurrestion of our
blefled Redeemer, and as a profeflion of our belief of them,
and of our cordial furrender of ourfelves to him in that be-
lief. The other, the Lord’s fupper, to be continued to the
end of life,as a memorial of the fufferings and death « f the
Lord Jefus for our.fins; as a grateful “2cknowl.: ‘doment of
his unparalleled love to us, miferable finners, and of our ob-
ligations to be devoted to hls fervice and intereft, Vhefe are
not. only duties incumbent upon us, as every thn(ﬂ elfs, which
the .Lord has commanded, is; they are not onl_', means of
grace, as all other religious duties are ; but they are emblema-
tical and commemorarive inftitutions, for the pur,ofc. of
keépinz up in the minds of men, a lively view of the moit
toportant and benefictal facts with which moersals have cver
been ucquainted.

‘The internal bleflings " of the gofpe] are ally, “in Chrift
Jefus,”” the portion of every real Chriftian. "Thofe w ‘ho
‘believe in Jcefus ¢ receive.the promife of the fpmt by ranh.”

Vor. 1. D “I'he

v

i * Rom. viii. 29.—+ 1 Cor. i. 30
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The «“love of God is fhed abroad in their hearts, by the
Holy Ghoft which is given unto them.” This blefling is fo
univerfally the portion of all the faints, that we are politively
aflured by the apoftle: If any man have not the fpirit of
Chrift, he is noneof is.* The fpirit is emphatically ftyled
¢« the Comforter,” becaufe he gives everlafting confolation
and gaod hope, through grace, * to thofe who know the grace
of (God in truth. He is the {pirit of wifdom and revelation ;
of power, of love, and of a found mind : and the fruits of the
{pirit,in the true chriftian, are love, joy, peace, long-fulfering,
gentlene(s, goodnefs, fidelity, meeknefs, temperance ; againft
which there is no law.” yThat one fpirit which purifies and
unites the hearts of all true Chriftians, produces thefe happy
cffects in them all, in proportion to that degree in which he
is poflcfied by them, and operates in them.

* Rom. viii. 9.—+ Gal. v. 22,23,

(To be continued.)

iR

Soawful has the ftate of the Jews been, ever fince they re--
jected the Lord of glory, that we ought to read the hiftory
of this people with pity tor them, and earneft prayer for
their converfion to the faith of (Chrilt. Their converfion
is an event to which Chriftians \look forward with plealure,
and which will certainly commence in it’s feafon. After
the Jews had rejected"the Lord Jefus, they were expoled to
the vileft impoftors ; and this has been one of their miferies,
not only, though chiefly, in theage in which the Lord Jefus
appeared in the world, and in which there was a general
expeétation of the promifcd Meffiah ; but alfo in many
ages fince. This has been obferved by many good wri-
ters. Among others Bp. Newton has taken notice, par-
ticularly, of the impoftors which appeared in the firft age
of chriftianity. 'We recommend his account of them to
the ferious attention of our readers.—See Newton's Dif-
fertations on the Prophecies, vol. 2. p. 279. 4th edit. 8vo.

OUR blcfled Lord had cautioned his difciples againft falfe
Crhrifts and falle prophets befo.e, but he giveth a morc par-
ticular caution againft them about the time of the fiege and
deftrultion of Jerufalem. (ver. 23 and 24.) « Then if any
man fhall fay unto you, Lo here is Chrift or there, belicve it

nota
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not ; For there fhall arife falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets,
and fhall fhew great figns and wonders, infomuch that (if it
were poflible) they fhall deceive the very ele@.” And in
fact many fuch impoftors did arife about that time, as we
learn from Jofephus, and promifed deliverance from God, being
fuborned by the tyrants or governors to prevent the people and
foldiers from deferting to the Romans ; and the lower the Jews
were reduced, the more difpofed would they be to liften to thefe
deceptions, and the more ready to followthe deceivers. Hegefipa
pus too in Eufebius mentions the coming of falfe Chrifts & falfe
prophets about the fame time.  But as it was to little purpofe
for a man to take upon him the charaéer of the Chrift, or even
of a prophet, without miracles to vouch his divine miffion;
{o it was the common artifice and pretence of thofe impoftors
to thow ¢ figns and wonders,” onpsia xa Tegarz, the very
words ufed by Chrift in his prophecy, and by jofcpbus in his
hiftory. Simon Magus performed great wonders according
to the account that is given of him in the A&s of the apoflles.
(viii. g, 10, 11.) “ There was a certain man called Simon,
which before time in the fame city ufed {orcery, and bewitched
the people of Samaria, giving out that himlelf was fome
great one: to whom they all gave heed from the leaft to the
greateft, {aying, This man is the great power of God: and
to him they had regard, becaufe that of long - time he had be-
witched them with forceries.” Dolfitheus likewife was rc-
puted to work wonders according to Origen: Barchochebas
too, who Jerome faith pretended to vomit flames. Such
alfo were the Jews, of whom St. Paul {peaketh, (2 Tim. iii.
8. 13.) comparing them to Jannes and Jambres, famous ma-
gicians of Egypt, who ¢ withftood Mofes, as thefe alfo refifted
the truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the
f-xith, -g-ay-heo; aygpwru Xo YONTES s WiCde men and im-
poftors.” ‘I'hereis a ftrange propenfity in mankind to be-
lieve things marvelous and aftonifhing : and no wonder, that
weak and wicked men, Jews and Samaritans, were deceived by
fuch impoftors; when if it had been poffible, they would have
deceived the very ele&; the Chriftians themfelves.

But behold, faith our Saviour, “I have teld youbefore.”
{ver. 25.) Behold I have given you f{ufficient warning.
« Wherefore if they fhall fay unto you, Behold, he is in the
defert, go not forth; behold, he is in the fecret chambers,
believe it not.” (ver. 26.) ltis furprifing that our Savious
thould not only foretel the appearance of thefe impoftors, but
alfo the manner and circumitances of their condué, For
fome he mentions as appearing in the defert, and fome in the

b2 fecret
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fecret chambers 5 and the event hath in all points anfwered to
the prediftion.  Sevcral of the falfe Chrifts and falle prophets
condufled thuir followers into the defert.  Jofephus in his
Antguitics faith exprefsly, that many impoltors and cheatp
perfiaded the people to follow them into the defert, where.they
proniled to thow manifeft wonders and figns done by the
providence of God; and many being perfuaded fuffered the
punithment of their folly; for Felix brought them back,
and chaftifed them. Again in his hiltory of the Jewith war
fpeaking of the fame perfons he faith, that thefe mmpoftors,
undcr a pretence of divine infpiration, affelting innovations
and changes, perfuaded the multitude to grow mad, and led
them forth into the defert, as if God would there fhow them
the figns of libertv.  Againft thefe Felix, for it feemed -to be
the foundation of a revolt, fent horfe and foot ioldiers, and
flew a great nuinber of them. The Egyptian falfe prophet,
mentioned by Jofephusand in the Aéts of the apoftles, (xxi.38.)
¢ ]ed out into the wildernefs four thioufand men that were
murderers :”” but Felix marching with his forces, and coming
to an engagement with him, the Egyptian himfelf with a few
others flcd away, and moft of thofe who had been with him
were f{lain or taken prifoners.  There was likewife another
impoftor mentioned by Jofephys, who promifed falvation to
the people, and a ceflation of all evils, if tney would follow him
into the defert ; but Feflus fent horfe and foot againft him,
and deftroyed the deceiver himfelf, 2and thofe who followed
him. Thefe things happened before the deftruction” of Jeruq
falem, and a little after Jonathan a weaver, perfuaded not a
few icdigent fellows to adhere to him, and led them forth
into the defert, promifing there to fhow figns and apparitions ;
but his followers moft were flain, fome. were made prifoners,
and he himfelf was afterwards taken, and burnt alive by
order of Vefpafian. As feveral of thefe impoftors thus con=
conduéted their followers into the defert, fo did others into
the fecret chambers or places of fecurity : as particularly the
pfeudoprophet mentioned by Jofephus, who declared to the
people in the city, that-God commanded them to go up into
the temple, and there they fhould receive the figns of de-
Jiverance. A muliitude of meny women, and children, went
up accordingly ; but inltead of deliverance, the place was fet
on fire by the Romans, and {ix thoufand perithed miferably in
the flames, or by throwing themfclves down to efcape

them. ]
Our Saviour therefore might well caution his difciples both
againft the former and the latter fort of theig deceivers, ¥ Fo;
as



SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 2%

1k the lightning cometh out of the eaft, and fhineth even unto
the weft; fo fhall alfo the coming of the Son of Man be.”
(ver.27.) His coming will not be in this or that particular
place, but iike the lightning, will be fudden and univerfal.
"I’he.appearance of the true Chrift will be as diftinguifhable
from that of the falfe Chrilts, as lightning which fhineth ail
round- the hemifphere, is from a blaze of ftraw. What a
learned prelate obferves from Jofephus is very memorable,
that ¢ the Roman army enter¢d into Judea on the eaft fide
of it, and carried on their conquefts weftward, as if not only
the extenfivenefs of the ruin, but the very route, which the
army- would take, was intended in the comparifon of the
lightning coming out of the eaft, and fhining even unto the
weft!’ « For wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the eagles
be gathered together.” (ver.28.) By the word carcafe, as the
fame excellent prelate jultly remarks, is meant the Jewith
pation, which was ‘morally and judicially dead, and whofe
deftruction was pronounced in the decrees of heaven. Our
Saviour, after his ufual manner, applicth a proverbial ex-
preffion with a particular meaning. For as, according to
the old proverb, wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the
eagles be gathered together; fo wherefoever the Jews are,
there will Chrift be taking vengeance upon them by the
Romans, who are properly compared to eagles as the fierceft
birds of prey, and whofe enfign was an eagle, to which alfo
probably our Saviour in this paflage alluded. And as it was
faid, fo was it done; for the vittories of the Romans were
not confined to this or that place, but like a flood overran the
whole land.  Jofephus faith that there was no part of Judea
which did not partake of the calamities of the capital city.
At Antioch, the Jews being falfly accufed of a defign to burn
the city, many of them were burnt in the theatre, and others
were flain. The Romans purfued, and took, and {lew them
every where, as particularly at the fiege of Macherus ; at the
wood Jardes, where the Jews were furrounded, and none of
them efcaped, but being not fewer than three thoufand were
all flain ; and at Malada, where being clofely beficged, and
upon the point of being taken, they firft murdercd their
wives and children, and then themielves to the number of
pine hundred and fixty, to prevent their falling into the ene-
mies hands. When Judea was torally fubdued, the danger
extended to thofe who dwelt at a diftance. Many were
flain 1n Egypt, and their temple there was fhut up: and in
Cyrene the followers of Jonathan, a weaver, and .author
of new dilturbances, were moft of them flun ; ke nimfeif was

taken
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taken prifoner, and by his falfe aceufation three thoufand
of the richeft Jews wer¢ condemned and put to death: and
with this account Jefephus concludes his hiftory of the Jewifh
war.

There was fomething fo very extraordinary in the condu&
of thefe falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets, and in their appearance
at that time particularly, that it may not be improper to be-
ftow fome confiderations upon this fubject, efpecially as thefe
confiderations may tend to confirm and ftrengthen us in our
moft holy religion. '

———

To the Editor of the General Baptiff Magazine.

SIR,

. THAVE it in contemplation to furnifh you with 2 few
Scraps for your third volume; from the 17th chapter of the
A&t of the Apoftles. If they come within the defign of your
edifying publication, and will not give you too much trouble
in correcting, the infertion will oblige '

Your humble fervant, SMATTERER,

Scrap 1t. A&s 17th and 16th. Now while Paul waited
for them at Arhens, huis {pirit was ftirred in him, when he faw-
the city wholly given to idolatry. ‘

Paul is driven from Theflulonica and Berea for the truth’s
fake.—And the brethren that conducted Paul brought him to
Athens: he ferds for Silas and Timothy to come to him there;
and while he waits their arrival there, he has an opportunity
of mufing on the {tate of the city. ) '

In my attempts to illuftrate thefe words, I fhall
1. Make fome remarks on the perfon fpoken of : the Apoitle

Paul.

1I. On the place where he was: -Athéns.

HI. On the fhate of that city: « wholly given up to ido-
latry.”

1Vv. 'Ixhe effects this had on Paul’s mind; it ftirred his fpirit
in him.

1. On the perfon fpoken of.---Here St. Luke, the facred
hiftorian, introduces a very extraordinary charalter, even
Paul. This Paul appears to have been a man of learring,
having been brought up at the féet of Gamaliel. Adls, xxii.
3. and thought himfelf fo good, as to be blamelefs, touching
the righteoulncfs of the law. Philip. iii. 6,---Notwithftand-

ing
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ing this opinion of himfelf, we find him cngaged in oppofing
the grace of God in Chrift.

The firlt we hear of him, is his confenting to the death of
Stephen. A&s vii. 58. and viii. 1. Second, we find, A&s
the viit. 3. he made havock of the church of God: that is, he,
like fome foul beaft of prey, tore and devoured her. Third,
we fee, Adlsix. 1. he continued to indulge this fpirit, and
breathes out threatenings and flaughter againft the difciples of
the Lord. *He éreathed ; his every breath was big with in-
dignation and deftru&tion againft the faints of God. Thus
much for Paul, while he continued perfecuting Saul.

But the gracious and miraculous appearance of that divine
Redeemer, (whem he was fo keenly perfecuting in the perfon
of his faints), Afts ix. 3, 6. foon filled his heart with trem-
bling horror; and, in the depth of compunttion, his very foul
cries, ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”--_See here,
what grace divine can do:---It pardons the chief of finners.
1 Tim.i. 15. and turns the moft furious, perfecuting, faint-
deftroying Saul, to a zealous, fuccefsful-preaching Paul, who
could rejoice to lay down his life in the caufe of his gracious
Lord. 2 Tim. iv. 4, 6.

1I. On the place where Paul was: Athens.-—-Athens, a
celebrated city in Greece, about 35 miles eaft of Corinth.
Some fay it was built 1480 years before the birth of Chrift ;
though others. think this carries it’s antiquity a little too far.

The inhabitants were anciently famed for their learning,
wealth, and conquefts:---This city produced Solon, Socrates,
Ariftides, and other philofophers; Demofthenes, and many
other famous orators ; Miltiades, Cimon, and a great number
of illuftripus generals. Here was alfo a feminary of learning,
which rendered Athens the eye of Greece, as Greece was then
the eye of the world.

They were exceedingly given to idolatry, fo that Hefiod®
and -Varro reckon their idols at 30,000; befides which, they
ereted altars in the fields to the unknown God, that they
might not fail in their duty to any; fo that Aelian called it
the Altar of Greece. And Xenophon obferves that Athens
had twice as many facred feftivals as any other ¢ity ; and Pau-
fanius tells us it had more images than all the reft of Greece:
which caufed a fatysift to fay, ¢ it is eafter to find a god than
2 man there.””. -

. 1L, On the ftate of thiscity, learned, famous, and noble; yet
given up, wholly given upand enflaved to idolatry.--So that we
fee theinfufficiency of human learning in itfelf, to guard againft
the molt glaring, dangerous, and deftiective of all crrors, even
that of idolatry.---Ah, rcader! hcre behold the isuorance and

depravity
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depravity of human nature, while thefe refined Athenians could
degrade themfelves fo far as to worfhip an idol, the work of.
their own hands !---Oh, the wickednefs of this, f01 frail mor-
tal man to prefume, bla('phemouﬂy prefuame ! to make, fet up,
and worfhip an image in preference to the only Jehovah!! by
whom univerfal nature is created and prefletved.---Whiley
then, we view, with facred horror, this their ignorance and
wickednefs, let us fearch our own hearts; and fee if there be
no fecret idol there (which none but the heart-fearching God
can difcern) which 'is preferred before him, notwithftanding
the divine light of the gofpel which fhines fo glorioufly
around us.

IV. The effefs this had on Paul’s mind: his fpirit was
ftirred in him.---There feems to be an unufual emotion, or
fenfation, arifing in his mind, as it were a keen edge that could
cut through any thing, Even a fenfation of horror, indigna-
tion, and Zeal: a horlor to fee {uch a city as Athens, in other
refpeéts refined with all the brilliances of literature, yetin thisy
the greatelt of all concerns, even the concerns of God, their
fouls, and eternity; funk into the very dregs of ignorance and
barbarifm; indignation, to fee the*ureat, the gracious, the
eternal Jehovah, degraded by thoufands of fenfelefs and in-
animate blocks, which their foolith hearts had devifed, and
their wicked hands had made. Oh, the patience of that God
who could fee himfelf thus mocked and difhonoured, and yet
withhold the deferved vengeance!

Zeal, not a zeal of fury, perfecution and deftruétion, like
what he had before felt againft the church of the living God :
no, he is now changed and rene wed---« Old things are pafied:
away, and behold all things are becomiec new.” See, oh, fec
what grace divine can do: -

« [t turns the raven to a dove,

« The lion to a lamb.”
So that a pious holy zeal for God, his truth, and caufe, arifes-
in his mind, and produces the mo’} mild md powerful argu-
ments for the fuppreflion of error, and the advancement of the
caufe of his divine Matfter.

Oh, that chriftian zeal had always produced fuch effeéls !
Let us take care that it produce fimilar fruit in us; and that
we never {uffer the fuppolfed, or real errors, of another to oc-
cafion a conduct or difpofition in us inconfiftent with the:
mild, gentle, and benign principles of that holy gofpel wluch
we profcfs

I remain, dear Sir, w1th the ftrongeft withes for the im-.
provement and fuccefs of the General Baptift Macazme, af.
fectionately yours, &c. ’

Fan. 4th, 1800. ANECDOTE



SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 25

ANECDOTE ON BEEBR.
(See De Valangin on Diet. p. 126.)

BEER is a vinous liquor, made of malted barley, and
fometimes other corn. It may juftly be called the wine of
England, and of moft northern countries, The quality and
the effelts of beer depend greatly upon the manner of brew-
ing it, the particular kind of corr, the method of malting it,
the quantity of malt, and the fort of water ufed to brew with;
as alfo the particular kind of aromatlc bitters put in to pre-
ferve it.

Every brewer has almoft a particular method of brewing.
The barléy of fome countri€s is better, and more nourithing
than that of others. Some people make beer of oats; others
of fome other corn, In fome places they dry the malt with
a particular kind of coals, very high and brown, which gives
the beer a deep colour ; inother places they dry it with ftraw,
and make pale malt, which produces the fine pale ales and
beers of divers counties in England. The water makes the
moft amazing difference in malt liquors in general, and it is
a common opinion, that the London ftrong beer, called porter,
which is a moft excellent nourifhing and moiftening liquor for
people who ufe exercife, cannot be brewed any where but in,
or -ngar, this metropolis. The bitter plants put into beer to
preferve it, and hinder it from growing four, are generally
hops. But we are informed, that formerly the ufe of hops
was not known in England, and that there was a time when
they were called a pernicious weed: ground ivy, birch, worm-
wood, and other aromatic bitters, fupplied then the room of
hops, and are to this day ufed for fome forts of beer. We
fhould exceed our limits were we to enter into all the par-
ticulars of the brewmo' art; thefe will fuffice to fthcw the
various differences that produce [everal forts of bser. which,
when they are drapk in moderation, by thofe who ufe fuitable
exercife, are of an opening, fortifying, moiftening, and re-
frefhing nature. Beer is certainly very nourithing, and makes
people fat; which appears very plain in all nonlhern coune
tries, where péople drink nothing but beer, and where they
arc almoft all fatter, bigger, and more vigorous than thafe
who live in fouthern countries, where wine is thetr common
drink, and where it would be indeed fubverting the inten-
tions of nature to introduce malt liquors as conitant drink ;
for every climate produces luca things as are 1 general bu}
fuited to the contitutions of it’s inhabitaits.

Vor. !11. E Beer,
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Beer, when drank to excefs, like all fermented vinous li-

uors, makes people drunk, and is apt to form flones in the
gall-bladder.  This laft effett may be partly prevented by
the moderate ufe of brandy. : .

The drinking of becr abfolutely requires exercife; and
thole of either fex who lead a fedentary, inaltive life, ought
not to drink much beer, efpecially ftrong beer or ale ; cyder,
wine, or fpirituous liquors, properly diluted with water, with-
out acids, will agree with them much better.

G. P. was the only fon of an ingenious artift; he was
ftudious to excefs; his mind was always fully employed, and
all his thoughts conftantly fixed upon the fubje& of his deep
meditations. But his body had no exercife. The only
zmufement which G. P. enjoyed, was to go every evening
to a neighbouring porter-tavern, where he met with very
gentecl company, and a few fincere friends, who there fpent.
their lei{ure hours over a pot of humble porter. He was fond
of that liquor, drank no other; and, upon an average, at home
and at that tavern, he drank three quarts a day. This brought -
on a very obftinate diabetes; and ?} P. who, contrary to the
advice of his phyficiaa, perfifted in clofe application of the
mind, without any bodily exercife, and in drinking his ufual
quantity of porter, died a viétim to his error in diet.

i~

A VALUABLE RECEIPT FOR LOWNESS OF SPIRITS.

TAKE an ounce of the feed of refolution, properly mixed
with the oil of good confcience; into it a large fpoonful of
the falt of patience ; diftil very carefully a compofing plant,
called others woes, which you will find in every part of the
garden of life, growing under the broad leaves of difguife; add
a fmall quantity,. it will much affift the Glts of patience in
their operation. Gather a handful of the bloffom of hope,
then fweeten them properly with a fyrup made of the balm of
Providence. If you can find any of the feed of true friendfhip,

ou will have the moft valuable medicine that can be ad-
miniftered. But you muft be very careful to get the feed
of true friendfhip, as there is a weed that very much refem-.
bles it, called felf-intereft, which will fpoil the whole compo-
fition. Make up thefe ingredients into pills of comfort; take
one night and morning, and in a fhort time your cure will be
completed. ‘ :

‘ CHA-
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THE following narrative is refpefting William Bedford
Birkby, in Afhfield, Nottinghamfhire, member of a General
Baptift church at Kirkby-Woodhoufe adjacent—He was
baptized and entered into that relation about the 26th of Fe-
bruary, 1%98, and from that time to the day of his death, was
a ferious chriftian. His outward deportment, as well as his
converfation, teftifying that he had been with Jefus, and had
learnt of him, who was meek and lowly in heart, and thereby
had found reft to his foul : he was fober, fteady, and zealous
for the truth as it is in Jefus. He followed a fedentary bulinefs,
which, together with a weakly conftitution, brought on him
a kind of hypocondrical complaint, which fo affetted him at
times, prefling down his fpirits, that he thought he fhould
foon die, and have dore with all created objects ; perhaps this
might be one mean -of making him poflefs that degree of
meeknefs and humility, which he feemed almoft always to
enjoy; probably another mean might be, his conftant perufal,
and regard to the word of God, and other good books, which
afforded piousinftruion and encouragement, to a foul thus
thirfting -after righteoufnefs. He was of an eafy, affable
temper,—in the words of the apoftle, ¢ Gentle, and ealy to be-
entreated.”” He fhewed a ftrong attachment to the caufe of
Jefus Chrift, by a perfevering attendance upen preaching and
OFher means, gtven for the eftablifhment of our faith, and the'
encouragement of our fouls; which bleflings he feemed to:
eftimate"as of the higheft value; chearfully contributing to:
the fupport of the blefled caufe of Chrift, with a ready hand:
and chearful heart, O that every child of God, who may
have an opportunity to read this, may fee how the peaceable
fruits of righteaufnefs, when arifing from ¢« faith working:
by love,” yield peace and comfort, and -augment their happi-’
Nefs ina d};ring hour. The 15th of March he began fuddenly
'to bleed at the nofe, (to which he had been fubje&t before;
bleeding feveral times to a great degree) and continued {o long
that danger fcemed to enfue : his parents and wife being a
good deal alarmed, fent for a phyfician, who, at his feeing
him, pronounced him quite out of danger, though the guthing
of blood both from his nofe and mouth, was more and more
violent, and every {ymptom feemed to wear an alarming
afpet, while evrey advice and medical application proved in=~
effe@ual, He fat up all day, and fuid but little.  The nature
o E2

of
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of his diforder was fuch, as feemed to prey very much upon his
fpirits : in the enfuing evening, being afked by a pious
friend how he felt, he (aid, I have almoft finithed my courfe,
and | have kept the faith ; there is therefore laidup for me a
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will give
to me at that day. Hence he began to fpeak the pure fen-
timents of his elevated mind ; and as the near approaches to
eternity advanced, hisincreafing defire to be in heaven with
Chrift, became more and more ardent. - To this friend who,
had been enquiring'into the ftate of his mind he faid, I know
that if this earthly houfe of my tabernacle was diffolved, I have.
a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens: his foul was fo delighted with the thoughts
of this, that it feemed to counterbalance every pain or grief;
there was no murmuring word heard from his mouth, though
he was going fpeedily to leave an affectionate wife and.
one child behind him, with father, mother, and one fifter,
with other diftant relations; fuch is the power of the gofpel,
and fuch it's effets at the 'hour of death: he exclaimed,
¢ eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into,
the heart of man, to conceive what good things the Lord
hath laid up for theai who love him.:  Why doeft thou delay-
thy coming fo long? Come, Lord IIefus, come quickly.”.
His diftrefled mother afked him if he felt any pain ? He chear-
fully anfwered, o

« Whate’er diftrefles me attend, 1'll weather out the ftorm.”

He always, after he became ferious, manifefted 2 greag

refpelt for Mr. S. Deacon’s writings, efpecially his Hymns,
and Poems; he could repeat many. parts of them, which
feemed quite familiar to him. In copverfation both with
his own family and others, and which in his lat moments:
preved a comfort and refrefhment, he repeated thefe lines.
following juft before his departure, with that pathetic atten-
tion which evidenced the high value he fet on them, and as
one who was interefted in them. .

‘He ftands with open arms, inviting finners home, (¢ come;”
His voice contains a thoufand charms, and every charm fays
His doétrine reaches me, i now begin

Ta find celefbial peace within.

1 feel my heart expand, my bofom glow:
O what 2 God is he to love me fo!

Not me alone, but all the human race,
"He longs to grafp in his divine embrace:
“Kindly allures them to their native fkies,
With crowns of glory and immorta joys. e
1C
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He evidently drew very near to thofe glories he feemed fo
much to anticipate, and every moment refumed frefh confola-
tion from them ; he then turned his dying eyes to a perfon,
an old acquaintance of his, warning him of his danger, in
perfifting in a courfe of rebellion againft his God, in fuch
impreflive words of the poet, as one would think would not
ealily be forgotten : faying

Why will you, in your wicked ways,
Of fin and folly go?

In pain you travel all your days,
To reap immortal woe.

Your way is dark, and leads to hell,
Why will you perfevere ?

Can you in endlefs torments dwell,
Shut up in black defpair?

How ferious are the words of a dying man, and how
much they ought to be regarded. He fpeaks not then to
gratify, and pleafe the fancy of thole about him, but as one
juft going to appear before his God, and their God ; he ap-
parently withed to improve every one of his laft moments to
fome good purpofe, for thofe of his attendants then about
him. Speaking to his kind and affe@ionate wife, he faid,
« Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate, for the glorious prize.”
I know that he will never leave me nor forfake me, but will
guide me even unto death, Between one and two o’clock
on Saturday morning the 16th, he called out to his father, and
atked him to affift him a little longer on his journey, faying,
«“ You need not be fearful of converfing with me. 1 fhall
foon be as the angels in heaven ; to-morrow morning I fhall
breakfaft with gefus Chrift, my divine' Saviour.” He afking
him how he did'(meaning with refpet to his health) he re-
plied, <« the fleth is weak, but my foul is wrapt up in
Chrift; hold on your y father; what is death? Itis only
putting off rags for roflle "o
B ﬁ;f ‘J?:fus ftands,

Holding out to me his hands;
Calling.come, my brother, come,
Welcome to thy endlefs home.

This is where I long to be; “I am almoft at home, I am
almoft at my Father’s houfe.” He then exprefled a defire,
to join them once more at the throne of grace before he de-
parted ; and engaged in the folemn duty of praycr himfelf
though blood gufhed both from his nofe and mouth, all

the
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tht time, in a very affe®ing manner. He was very earneft
and lively, very greatly afte@ing the feelings of all about
bim..~When he had finifhed thele earneft breathings at the
throne of grace, he cried out in rapture of foul

Cla(p’d in my heavenly Father’s arms,
1 would forget my breath ;

And lofe my life among the charms
Of {o divine a death,

Jefus, my all to thee I truft,

And if thou call'ft me down to duft;
1 know thy voice, I blefs thy hand,
And diein fmiles at thy command.

He here loft his fpeech, and amidft the moft delightful fen-
fations fell afleep in Jefus, the 16th day of March, 17.99, aged
22 years. 'Thushashe left an honourable teftimeny to the
power and excellency of the religion of, Jefus Chrift, which
alone can give peace and joy in a dying hour, while paffing
through the dark valley of the fhadow of. death,—O how it
becomes profeflors of " chriftianity to examine themfelves,
whether they are « begotten again’ to this lively hope.” O
that the reader of thisf{hort account, when he comes to die,
may find that his foul (according to the expreflions of this
pious chriftian above) is wrapt up in Chrift; and have an
abundant enterance into the everlafting kingdom of aqur
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift: This.is the earneft prayer of,

R —

ANECDOTES ON THE BAPTISTs.

« In O&ober 15138, there was a commiffion fent to Cran=
mer, Stokefly, Sampfon, and fome others, to enquire after the
Anabaptifis,® to proceed againft them, to reftore the penitent,
to burn their books, and to deliver the obftinate to the fecular
arm; but ] have not feen what prode dings there were upon
this.”’——Bp. Burnet, in Crofty. "Vol. 1. p. 38. ‘

« About the 16th year of Queen Elizabgth, a congregation
of Dutch Antipedobaptifts was difcovered, without Aldgate,
in London, whereof twenty-feven were taken and imprifoned.
And the next month one lg’utchman and ten women were €on=
dewwned.——Dr. Wall, in Crofty. Vol. 1. p. 68, -

“What reafon. have we to be thankful that we enjoy the
Iiberty of better times! ’ "

® So the Baptifts were then mifcalled.

COR-
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CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the General Baptiftf Magazine.

DEAR SIR,

THE following lines appearing of importance to Diffent-
ing Minifters, and as a knowledge of them would frequently
have prevented their beinr expofed to heavy fines, I am in~
duced to fend them for infertion in your Magazine, that they
may be more extenfively circulated ; and if the faét {tated be
founded upon the exifling law of England, I fhall be glad to
have it confirmed by additional evidence. The lines referred
to are extracted from the Cambridge Intelligencer of Dec. 21,
1799. I remain, dear Sir, yours, &c. R. S.

TOLERATION_ACT.

When 2 man, through ignorance, involves himfelf in dif-
agreeable circumftances, and the fufferer thinks it probable
that others may purfue the fame traét and fhare the fame fate,
it becomes a duty which he owes to fociety to apprize of the
danger, that the ‘evil may be prevented. On this prineiple,
Mr. Editor, I tran(mit the following narrative,

Laft July Richard Symmonds lodged an information againft
William Hilly for preaching' at Kingfton, in Dorfet, on the
23d of  June, 1799, not having previoully obtained a certifi-
cate, as a diflenting minifter, at the quarter feffions.. Hill
was fummoned to appear at Dorchefter, July 27, 1799. In
obedience to the fummons, he appeared before the Hon,
Lionel Damer, M. P. and James Frampton, Efq. Here he
was charged with preaching at Kingfton on the 23d of June,
though not qualified according to aét of parliament. John
Parmiter and John Prieftley bore teftimony to his preaching
at Kingfton; but neither of thofe men could bear teftimony
to his- having preached on the identical day ftated in the
indi¢&tment. Hill produced a teftimonial to his charaéter on
his: appearing before the jultices, figned by fix refpeétable in-
habitants of Wareham, the place of his refidence ; but he was
convicted in the penalty of twenty pounds: Not being able
to pay the money, he was allowed a month to colleét that
fum among his friends. At the expiration of the month
Hill again appeared before the juftices at the town-hall, Dor-
chefter.---When the Rev, B. Cracknell requefted a hearing
on the fubject of Hill’s profegution; Mr. Cracknecll addrefled

2 the
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the Juftices ‘on the law of evidence, and the infufficieney
of that evidence in Hill’s cafe, to warrant the convition.
The chairman faid, ¢ he would not argue on the cafe, but
abide by their decifion.” However, fince that period the
profecution has been dropped.

All the trouble attending this feeond meecting at Dorchefter
had been prevented, if Hill had known the ftate of the law
relative to diffenting minifters. The law has made fuch pro-
vifion, that he might have tendered himfelf to take the necef-
fary oaths as™a diffenting minifter, and this would have in-
ftantly quathed the profecution. This opinion is confirmed
by the 10 Ann. c. 2. p. 8. It is to be found in Williams’s
Juftice, Burn’s Ecclefiaftical Law, and in his quarto edition
of his Juftice; but I think not in any of the otavo edi-
tions,---I fhall here introduce the whole f{e&ion -from the
ftatutes at large.

“ And for rendering the laft-mentioned a&t (the a& of
Toleration) mere effe@ual, according to the true intent and
meaning thereof, be it further enalted and declared by the
authority aforefaid, that if any perfon diffenting from the
church of England, (not in holy orders, or ‘pretended holy
orders, nor any preacher, or teacher of any congregation’)
who fhall have been to the benefit of the laft-mentioned a&t,
if fuch perfon had only taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths
and declarations, or otherwife qualified him or herfelf, as
required by the faid 2&, and is now, or fhall be profecyted
upon, or by virtue of any of the penal ftatutes from which
proteftant diffenters are exempted by the faid adt, fhall, as
any time during fuch profecution, take, make, and fubfcribe the
faid oaths and declaration, or being of the people called Qua-
kers, fhall make and fubfcribe the aforefaid declaration, and
alfo the declaration of fidelity, and fubfcribe the profeflion of
their chriftian belief according to the fame a, or before any
two of her Majefty’s juftices of the peace (wha are bereby re-
quired to take and return the [ame lo the next quarter [effions of
the peace to be there recorded) fuch perfon fhall be, and is hereby
entitled, to the beneiit of the faid aé, as fully and effectually
as if fuch perfon had duly qualified himfelf within the time
preferibed by the faid aét, and fhall be henceforth exempted
and difcharged from all the penalties and forfeitures incurred
by force of any of the aforefaid pznal ftatutes.”

From the above, Mr. Editor, you will readily perceive,
that in cafe a Diflenting preacher is informed againft, who is
unqualified according to Act of Parliament ; yet by tender-

ing
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Ing himfelf to take the oath previous to conviftion, all farther
proceedings are completely quathed.
A ProTesTANT DIsseNTER,
P. S. If this Proteftant Diffenter {Ratés this matter right,
I think icisa pity but it was inferted in all the Magazines,
Newfpapers and periodical publications in Britsin, that not
a diffenting minifter might be ignorant of it

R —
Tothe Editor of the General Baptift Magazine.

SIR,

HAVING for a2 long time feen with much concern
the conduct of many profeffors on a Lord’s day, | venture
to addrefs you on that fubjelt; and to requeft of you, or
fome of your Correfpondents, to attend & little to it; as it
appears to me, that this day ought to be attended to more
than in general it is. WS¢ call it the Lord's day: this
conveys an idea to me, that it fhould be cntirely fet apart
from all worldly concerris; or why fhould that any more
than another, be called the Lord’s day? Now thofe who
fpend one noon in their worldly affairs, and the other perhaps
in devotion, cannot properly call it by this name. It alfo
appears reafonable that we fhould have one day out of
feven for the purpofe of devotion. How many people are
there who have no time in the week that- they can fpare from
their neceflary employments, either for public worlhip or
reading; but as there is one day fet apart in which they
either are, or may be divefted of all worldly affairs, how
much might be done in that day to improve their minds for
the good of their fouls, and for the glory of God. In many
places there is preaching hut once in the day, and perhaps
at night in fome other place, which all cannot attznd. But
if they fHould, there is a deal of time in the morning ; but
alas, how is this opportunity fpent with many ? (I do not fay
all) In the firft place, they will lie more hours in bed on this
day than any other ; then, too many, have their fhoes to clean
and fo many jobs tb do, that they have hard work to g-t ready
to go to the meeting in the afterncon. Their wives too,
are very bufy in cooking, or, perhaps, in cleaning: fo the
morning is entirely fpent in that which profits their foais
nothing. What a fund of inftruCtion and knowledge do
they lole ? But there are worfe practices than even tielc;
that of felling, or we'may call it, working at their calings

Vor. UL 7 F on
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on this day. "This praltice, I think, does much harm
in the world, as it fets a bad cxample: for I know it is
common for people of the world to think, that if fuch an
one, who pretends to fo much religion can do fo and fo, fure
I may venture a little farther, It alfo gives them every
encouragemet to make this their markct-day. How com-
mon is it to fee people with their bafkets and bags,.
going from fhop to fhop ona Lord’s-day morning. Now
if none would fell their acticles on this day, they would
be oblizged to get them on another: perhaps fome will
fay, if we don’t fomebody elfe will. This is very likely
to be the cafe; fo it is in many refpedts. If we deter-
mine to walk in the narrow road that leads to life, others
will go the downward road that leads to death: we might
reafon away all our chriftian duties in this way. But we
are to let our light fo fhine before men, that they, feeing
our good works, may be led to glorify God. We are
to abftain from all appcarance of evil. I am fenfible
there will be many objections rifing in the minds of
profeflors, againft fo {tri&ly (as they call it) attending to
the Lord’s-day. But'it is not my intention to try to
obviate them, as I am fenfible of my inability to do it;
but I fhould be very happy to have fomebody write a few
thoughts on this fubject, that, if pofiible, believers magr be
brought to glorify God more by their lives and conduét.
It is ‘my ardent defire that this may be the cafe; and I
am [ure in order to do this, there muft be a deeper know=
ledge of things of a divine nature. I am grieved to fee
{o much ignorance, even among profeflors; and I verily
believe, were they to improve this one day in feven to the .
beft advantage, they would, by this means, gain very
great improvement. ~ Were the morning fpent in devotional -
exercifes, fuch as reading, meditation, and prayer, would it
not enliven the fouly put it into a ferious frame, fo that when
they come to the houfe of God, it would be a Bethel in-
deed to their fouls. It would be calculated to {tore their
minds for the whole week. I am well perfuaded, that many
think but little more confifts in religion, than juft going to
the meeting once.or twice in a day; fo have turned it
into a mere form. Butlet fuch confider, was it thus with
them when they: firft fet out? O noj their zeal was then
all awake, they were then ftriving, as it were, what they
could do moft for that Saviour, that had fet their fouls
free ; who had given them to talte of redeeming love. But
why is their love fo foon grown cold; why do they not keep
o,
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on, thus lively and vigilant, in the way ? It muft be their
own faults; God is ftill the fame; their falvaticn is ftiH
of as much confequence, and the bleflings arifing from the glo-
rious golpel are ftill as precious, Woe, too, ftill remain poor
weak {inful creaturcs, and there is ftill fomething for us to
do. We have need therefore to be continually on our watch
tower, never to lofe a moment’s opportunity of improvement
in thefe things (which are, indeed, of the higheft importance)
the concerns of our fouls. Oh that the conduct of profeflors
were more confiftent with their profeflions ! How much hap-
pier would they be in themfelves! How much goud would
their examples do in the world! They would then, indeed,
gaze and admire, though they ¢ hate the change.” 1 hope
you will pardon me for thus intruding on your patience ;
and T will again beg of you, or fome other, to give a few
thoughts on this fubje&, in your ufeful mifcellany.

That fomething may be done for the glory of Cgod, by you
and by all the followers of the blefled Jefus, is the ardent defire
and fervent prayer of

A ConsTANT READER.

e —

T o the Editor of the General Baptiff Magazine.

SIR,

I SHALL efteem it a great favour if you, or any of
your Correfpondents, will, in your monthly publication, folve
the feeming difcord in our Lord’s words, Matt. vi. 13. and
Luke xi. 4. «“Lead us not into temptation,” with James i.
13. “ Let noman fay when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man.” ‘

A reply to the above would be thankfully received, by a
reader of your magazine.

D. S

F2 REVIEW
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OF

SELECT PUBLICATIONS.

The promifed prefence of Chrift with his People a fource of cenfola-
tion under the moft painful Bereavements, A Sermon, delivered
at the Bapuyft Mectvng-houfe, Cannon-fireet, Birmingham, on the
Lord's-day Eveming, O, 20, 17993 occafioned by the Death of
the Rev. Samuel Pearce, A. M. late Paflor of the Church affem=
bling there: who dicd Of. 10, in the g4tk Year of his age. By
Johu Ryland, D. D. Towhich is prefixed, an Oration delivered
at the Grave, Ocl. 16, 1799, By the Rev. J. Brewer, 68 pages,
1s.  Lbutton. T S o
The profits artfing from the fale of this publication, will be appro.

priated to the bqngﬁt of Mr, Pearce’s widow and five fmall children,

THIS is a valuable difcourfe, delivered in a very eafy and
famiiiar ftyle; and contains many fuitable encouragements
and advices to the bereaved church and family. Few of our
readers can be totally ignorant.of. the diftinguifhed preaching
abilities, & various excellent qﬁalitiesﬁfl\/lr. Yearce. Ltis there-’
fore fcarcely neceffary to fay, that thofe who ware mott intimately
connected with him, are very fenfibly affected by the lofs of
fo eminent a young man, and peculiarly demand our coni-
miferation. But all the real friends of true evangelical pisty
ought to feel on this mournful “occafion.  Dr. Ryland’s
text, chofen by Mr. Pearce, is John xiv, 18. ¢« I will nof
leave you comfortlefs. I will come unto you.” ‘ X
The following extra@ from the ferinon will, we prefume,
be both entertaining and edifying to 4ll fcrigus readers. '
“This church bas loft a moit diligent, faithful, afteCtionate
and valuable paftor, and far be 1t from me'to mzke light of
your Jofs.  All thofe churches who knew hiin only by oc-
cafionzl vifiis, all gaod men who had any opportunity of
appreciating his worth, mufk fympqthize with you; while
they grieve to think that they themiclves, who faw his face fo

feldom, fhall fee it no more. His brethren in the miniftr
who ¢njoyed the pleafure and advantage of lus friendthip and
correfpondence, feel a lofs which they will ever deplore.
How then muft you regret his removal, who were, many of
you, the feals of his miniftry ; who, all of you, hoped Jong
to enjoy his conftant labouis; and for whofe weltare he
laid himnfelf out, with fuch unremitting affiduity ! T'he paflor
whafe
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whofe ablence’ you mourn, poflsffed (uch an aflemblage of
Jovely graces and acceptable qualifications, as are found united
but feldom, even in truly chriftian minifters. He had the
firmeft attachment to evangelical truth, and the moft con-
ftant regard to praétical godlinefs; he united remarkable
foundnefs of judgment, with uncommon warmth of affetions.
I never faw, at leaft in one of his years, {uch altive, ardent
zegl, conjoined with fuch gentlenefs, modefty and deep
humility ; fo much of the little child, and fo much of the
evangelift, I can fcarcely forbear faying, of the apoftle of
Jefus Chrift. | T know not how to flatter you, with the hope
of obtaining another minifter; or myfelf, with the expeation
of finding another friend, in whom all thefe charming qualities
thall be found in an equal degree. He was, indeed, “a burn-
ing and a thining light, and we rejoiced in his light, for a
feafon : but now we muft lament; that he fhines no more
on earth ; though we doubt not, that he thines like the fun

i the kingdom of his Father. _ )
While he abode among us, his affeftions were evidently
and eminently in heaven; his work, his family, and his
people, were the only objelts of regard, which made him wil-
ling to forego. the blifs of the eternal world. And when he
perceived that it was the Lard’s will he fhould depart, your
welfare was ftill his chief concern. For your confolation
and benefit, he withed this paflage to be confidered at his
funeral. He once alluded to another feripture, but laying
that afide, left it-“thould occafion too much being faid of
himfelf, he fixed upon this ; remarking «if he comes to you,
all will be well, you need not regret my removal.” So you
fee, brethren, the defign of your dear paftor was to enccu-
-rage you to cl2im a fhare in the promifed prefence of the
Redeemer ; which he knew extended to all his churches, and.
to every individual believer. He perccived that he-was going
to leave you, he could not promife to come again to you,
though it was his great confolation to -hope that you, in fuc-
celfion, will follow him; and meanwhile, the prefence of his
great Malter, as to-his divine nature, and the increaiing in-
fluence of his {pirit, would be a fufficient cuwnpenfation for any
lofs you could fuftain by his departure. “Fhe fpiritual pre-
fence of Chrift could make up for the want of his bodily
prefence, to thofe who knew what 1t was to enjoy tie latter;
it muft then atluredly be fufficient to fupply the abfence of
any under-fhepherd.  With this thought niy dear brother
conloled himfelf, in the beginning of his iinefs: «[f”
faid be, in a letter written the firft Lord"s day that he was
CON~
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confined from public worthip, “ If I am to depart hence, te
be no more feen, I know the Lord can carry on his caufe as
well without me as with me; he who redeemed the fheep
with his blood, will never fuffer them to perith for want of
thepherding, efpecially, fince he himfelf is the chief Shepherd
of fouls.”

We are happy to be informed, at the conclufion of this fer-
mon, that Memoirs of the Life of Mr. Pearce, with Extral&ls
from other interefting Letters, will be-publithed as foon as the
materials can be colleCted and arranged, and the profits ap-
propriated to the benefit of his family.

OBITUARY.

An Elegiac Ode, written in the form of Soliloquy or Mourn-
ing Meditation, at the death of Sir Thomas Abney, Knight
and Alderman of London, who departed this life Feb. 6,
1721-3, in the 83d year of his age. Byl. Watts.—Sce
the Life of Sir Thomas Abney, concluded, Vol. IL. p. 402.

p——r—
TO THE

LADY ABNEY.
Maparm,

YOUR grief is great and juft. It is net in the power of
verfe to charm it: Your comforts muft arife from a diviner
fpring. My refidence in your family hath made me a wit-
nefs to the luftre of Sir Thomas Abney’s charaller, and to
the years of your felicity; and I bear a fenfible fhare in all
the forrows that are fhed on his tomb. S

The nation mourns a good man loft from the midft of us,
a public blefling vanifhed from the earth., The city mourns
the lofs of a mott excellent magiftrate, a fure friend to virtue
and a guardian to the public peace. The church of Chrift -
mourns a beautiful pillar taken from the fuppert and ore
pament of the temple. All thefe are ‘public forrows; but.
your lofs, Madam, carries a pain in.it, that muft be unknown
to all but fuch as kpew the domeftic virtues of the deceafed.

Thofe who have the honour of your Ladyfhip’s acquaint-
ance can tell whence you derive your daily cenfolations,even

from
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from that world where your departed relative drihks them
at the fountain head. O may thole ftreams defcend in full
mealure hourly and refreth  yourfelf and your mourning
houfe !

Butif a verfe cannot give comfort to'the living, yet it may
do honour to the dead : and it is for this reafon your Lady-
thip defires a verfe to attend thefe few memorials of Sir Tho-
mas Abney’s life. His modefty hath concealed a thoufand,
things from the world which might have ftood as witnefles
of his piety and goodnefs ; but he thought it fufficient that
his record was on high. Yet your unfeigned love follows
him to the grave, and would do every thing that might adorn
his name and memory. Since you have called me to this piece
of feivice, the obligations that your Ladythip hath laid upon
me are ftrong enough to fummon up my youthful powers
and talents, even when I look upon them as buried and almoft
forgotten.

Befides, Madam, there are fome occurrences that can of
themfelves roufe the mufe from the deepeft fleep. Poefy
is not always under the command of the will. As there
have been occafions heretofore when 1 have wifhed to write,
but the imagination has refufed to attend the with; fo there
are feafons when verfe comes almoft without a call, and the
will might refift in vain. A few fuch fcafons have I met
with in the courfe of my life, and fome of them have found
meeven in the chambers of death. 'When I have fpent_days
in the midft of mourning, and the whole foul hath been tuned
to forrow, the harp hath founded of it’s own accord, and
awakened all the doleful ftrings.  Such was the hour when
your dear and honoured brother, Mr. Thomas Gunfton de-
parted this life : and fuch is the prefent providence. Uncom-
mon worth forfaking our world ftrikes all the powers of nature
with fentiments of honour and grief, and the hand and the
heart confent to raife.a monument of love and forrow.

Accept then, Honoured Madam, thefe lines of elegy, as a
fincere pledge of the greateft veneration which my heart pays
to the memory of Sir Thomas Abney. How far foever the
verfe may fall below the theme, yet now it muft always live,
fince it 1s joined to thefe memoirs, and attached to a chara&er
that cannotdie. And while fucceeding ages fhall read the
honours due to the deceafed, let them know alfo the gratitude
I pay to your Ladyfhip for the fignal benefits of many years
conferred on '

Your Ladyfhip’s moft obliged, and obedient fervant,
1. WATTS.
ELE-
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ABNEY expires. A general groan
Sounds through the houfe. How muft a friend behave
Where death and grief have rais’d their throne,
And the fad chambers feem th’apartments of the grave?

Shall I appear amorigft the chief .
Of mourners, wailing o’er the dear deceaft ?

Or mutt I feck to charm their grief, )
And in diftrefs of foul to comfort the diftreft ?

I mourn by turns,and comfort too :
He that can feel, can eafe another’s fmart,
The drops of fympathetic woe
Convey the heavenly cordial warmer to' the heart.

We mourn a thoufand joys deceatt,
‘We name the hufband with a mournful tongue 3
He, when the powers of life decreas’d .
Felt the diviner flames of love for ever young.

Thrice happy man ! Thrice happy pair !
If Jove could bid approaching death remove,
"The painful name of widow here
Had ever been unknown. But déath is' deaf to love,

* Albina mourns, the mourns alone,
Her grief unrival’d in a houfé of tears,
The partner of her foul is gone
Who doublzd all her joys,and half fuftain’d her cares.

See the fair offspring of the dead,
‘With théir young griefs Albina they ernclofe,
Befide the father’s dying bed ;
And as her woes increafe, their love and duty grows. .

The children feel the mother’s pain, :
Down their pale checks the trickling forrows roll;
The mother fees and weeps again,
AWith all the tender paffions ftruggling in her foul,

The tender paflions reign and fpread
Through the whole houfe, and to the courts defcend :
We mourn the beft of brothers dead : .
We mourn the kindeft mafter, and the firmeft friend.

* The Lady Abney.

We
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We imotrn; but not as wretches do,
here vicious lives all hope in death dettroy ¢
A falling tear is nature’s due;
But hope climbs high, and borders on celeftial joy,

T here fits the late departed (aint 5 ’
T here dwells the hufband, father, brother, friend :
Then It us ccale the fore complaint,
Or mingled with our groans leg§ notes of praife afccnd

Great God to thee we raile our fong,

hine were the graces that enrich’d his mind ;

Weblefs thee, that he fhone fo long,
And left fo fair a track of pious life behind.

But can domeftic forrow fhew
A nation’s lofs 2 Can private tears fuffice
To mourn the faint and ruler toa,
Great names, fo rarely join’d below the blifsful fkies ?

Could Abney in our world be born,
Could Abney live, and-not Britannia {mile ?
Or die, and not Britannia mourn,
AW hent fuch ethereal worth left our degencrate ifle ?

*T was heavenly wildom, zeal divine,

Taught him the balance and the {fwerd to hol?
His looks with facred juftice fhine,

Beyond the f:arlet honours, or the wreathen cold

T ruth, freedom, courage, prudence ftood
Attcndmo when he fill'd the folemn chair:
He knew no ﬂundﬂnps, birth, nor blood,
Nor wealth, nor gay attire, when criminals were theré,

He fign’ d their doom with fteady hands
Yt drops of pity from his eye-lids roll:
He punifl’d to reform the land,
With terror on his brow; and mercy i his foul

His tongue was much unfkill'd to chid=;
Soft were his lips, and all his Janguage (weet:
His foul dif 'iin'd the airs of pride,
Yet love and reverence greet him through the crouded ftreet.

God-like he liv'd and a&ted herey
Moving unfeen, and ftill fublimely great ;
Yer when his eountry claim’d his care,

Defcending he appear’d, and bere the pomp of ftate.
Vor. IlI, G He
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He more than once oblig'd the throne,

And fav’d the nation ¢ yet he fhunn’d the fame,
Carelefs to make his merit known, ]

The Chriftian hath enough that heaven records his namos

His humble foul convers'd on high ;
Heaven was his hope,-is reft, his native home :
His treafures lay above the tky;
Much he pofleft on earth, but more in worlds to come.

With filent fleps he trac’d the way
T'o the fair courts of light, his wifh’d abode ;
Nor would he afk a mowent’s ftay,
Nor make the convoy wait, that call’ ‘d his foul to God, -

See the good man with head reclin’d,
And peaceful heart, refigns his precious breath:
No guilty thoughts opprefs his mind ;
Calm and ferene his life, ferene and calm his death,

Laden with honours and thH years,
His vigorous virtue fhot.a youthful ray;
And while he ends his race, appears
Bright as the fetting fun of a long cloudlefs day.

‘Spent with the toil of bufy hours,
Nature retir'd, and life funk ‘down to fleep :

Come, drefs the bed with fadclels flowers,
Come, angels, round his tomb immortal vigils keep,

The heart of every Briton rears
A monument to Abney’s fpotlefs fame : vk
The pencil faints, the mufe defpaxrs,
His country’s grief and love muft eternife his name.

8ic cecinit merens,
Inter marores domeflicos,
£t patrie Jue luélus,

SACRED
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Before Preaching,

—_— .

ALMICHTY God! look down
~ and blefs

“Thy word of free and fovereign graceg;

Thy fpirit’s holy fire impart,

And fill with joy each humble heart,

May all our fouls be found fincere,

Nor let 2 wandering thought be here ; |

Thy glorious prefence fills the place,
And fhall we trifle with thy grace !

Humble may all our fpirits be,

Now we approach to worthip thee ;

Meekly receive jnftruction given,

And blefs thee for thy word from
‘heaven.

Let not this world’s delufive toys,
‘Divide our minds from heavenly joys ;
Bid it’s vain vexing cares retire, -
And let our fouls to thee afpire. -

O'! may our thoughts be borne above,
To thee, thou God of light and love ;
There fhall our warmeft withes reft,
And in thy courts our fouls be bleft.
. L N. H,

‘.

[ —

Thou art my God,
Pfal. exl, 6.

——

WHAT glorious mortal fhould my
envy move,

Since I can triumph in redeeming grace;

Call heaven my own, and heaven’s im-
mortal king

My God, my all fupreme delight and
reft !

Eternal: I've all things in poffcfling
thee.” '

I find no want no emptinefs within ;

All my defires in thee I find appcaf’d.

Let tempefts rife, darknefs {urround me,
yet o

Thou art my God, believ'd, difpels the
gloom,

And bids the raging ftorm eternal ceafe.

If from the world my expectation meet

Defeat ; fulfe friends and vain all human
traft ;

Thou art my God, repreffes every figh.

‘When death and heil their darcs point
at my foul, ’

Level their terrors to deftroy my peace 3

In triumph fweet 1 cry, thou art my
God.

And can that arm, that arm Omnipo-
teat,

Be vanquithed ; or Almighty firength
oppof’d,

Till then and not till then I fafety
want.

Thy early care I was ; thou did’§ fup-
port

Moy helplefs infaricy and tender day ;

The watchful guide of. my unfteady
youth.

Inevery ftage, and period of mylife,

I trace thy providence, thy mercy meet,

Thou art my God. In thee I live and
move,

My daily wants how long haft thou
fupplied 5

Thy bounty does confound my unbelief,

In dangers numberlefs feen and unfeen,

Has thy delivering hand my fafery
wrought

How great thy goodnefs! O how wide
thy love ! o

My gratitude how narrow in return !

With loving-kindnefs thou haft crown*d
my head,

O let thy goodnels dwel! upon my foul ¢

If e’er my wand'rings caus’d thy chal:
tening rod, -

O how uawilling feem'd to chide ; thy
love .

Appear:d through the difgulfc of every

" frown ;

It’s beams have glimmered through the
darkelt night,

And every ftripe ill drew me ncarec
thee:

Remov’d my carnal props that T may
lean

With moreafTurance on th® eternal rock.

Thou art my God., How f{iweer to
contemplate §

Thou ait my rock, O bleft ftability !

Thou art my ranfom, O thou blesding
Lamb!
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My factifice, my Saviour, andmy God!

What things are thefe | fecurity what
more ?

What further can Lafk ? here Irepofe ;

My refuge fure, my hope, my tower
high;

The ﬁxg’d ;mmutable divinity !

T ranfporting thought ! Glory ineffable !

Take here thy pledge ot hecaven, nor
earth nor hell

Shall c’er thy fixed, thy firm foundation
thake. )

It is enough, my ravithed foul replies,

I’'m fwallowed vp in glory fo immenfe,

Let me adore, though I can ne’er ex-
prefs,

My gratitude for love the molt divine.

Thou art my God. Let me againre-
peat,

The glorious accents found tranfporting
blifs.

Let orhers boaft their honour, wealth,
and pride ;

Terreftial phantom.s, vifionary pomp :

‘Thefe I renounce as vanity, and far

Beneath the notice of a foul redeem’d ;

Redeern’d by blood, the blood of God’s
dear Son,

From pain immortal, & the fiery gulf,

Of black defpair, and fhades of endlefs

night. .
In thee 1 triumph, O thou finners
" friend !
Not death fhall force to quit my hold
of thee :

To earth’s enjoyments joy ful bid adieu,
Brezthe out my foul in exclamations
fweet: ’

Thou art my Godj to endlefs ages |

mine.
O who can eftimate my blifs ? my joy,
My portion tell ? O heighis ! O depths !
O lengths !
And breadths unknown ! ‘when-God is
all in ail ! .
Go ye vain objecls, ye delufive toys,
Your pleafures offer to thofe wretches
poor.
No cther portion afk : under my feorn
Ye vanith all j nor yicla amufement
or
Afpiring thought,

Lere your defeéts
confels: -

$AGRED PQE‘!‘RY-

Creation is too narrow for my touf,

I'm ftraightened in my flight beneatlf
the tkies.

The foul that knows what thy blefyd
fmile imports,

Has no fenfations for thefe low delighty,

If delights are where dwells meriality;

What if the fun extinguithed in the
fkies, ‘

With ali th® ethereal lamps in heaveas
vault ¢ . .

Thou art my God ; ineffoble my blifs !

Immortal dayis my illuftrivus home.

When ail thefe lower leav’ns mingle
withearth,

And in one univerfal ruin lic

I thall behold in beauty regions new,

Infinite profpes ever opening wide ;

Nor longer converfe with delufive
forms, : -

But with reilities of endlefs date.

And ihall vaim man, all anxious, aljve
be

For mere pagcantry, and for trifles vain?

While I, a candidate for heaven's joysy

And dignity a fhort probationer, -

Grow faint and weary in the noble
firife !

Koufe thee; my foul, to more altivity,

O! waken all thy powers in their pur.
fuit,

\
‘Ses! fee! the moinents fly; the prize

appears,
The palm of viQtory and the conquers
ing cfown; - )

" O be intent on the immenfe- reward,

And fly the world for glories fo divine.
Ob ! thoi by whofe almighty power
alone :

| T fhal) be z{ble to withftand ﬁ)y,foes,v

Putin my heart thy. fear, nor let my
foul, : ’

Ever difhonour thee, my God fupreme.

Should glory call with hor ecaled
vouce ; :

Or pleafure with a fofter eloquence

. Allure; the worla’s ambition , tempt

> my hcart,

Oh! Jct me keep the happy day in
fignt . -

H.il thee my God, my portion infinitei

T. J

HOH OO
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LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE REV. THOMAS STEFIF,
BY DR. DODDRIDGE.

N.B. Thisaccount of Mr. Steffe’s Life and Charalter, is
prefixed to a fmall volume of Ten Sermons, which were preached
by Mr. Steffe, and are publithed from his MS notes. Mr,
Steffe was one of Dr. Doddridge’s pupils. The fermons are
dedicated to the Rev. Mr, John Barker, a valuable diffenting
minifter at Hackney, near London, who generoully, with
another kind benefaltor, aflifted Mr. Steffe with a fupply of
twenty pounds a year, during his continuance at the academy.
We have ventured to publifh the dedication, as well as the life,
as one gives fome light to the other, as neither of them are much
known; and as they are both, on feveral accounts, very valu=
able, and worthy the attentive perulal of ,our readers.

———

. TO THE
REV. MR. JOHN BARKER.
Reverend and Dear Sir,

J[F the dedication of a book be any token of gratitude and
refpecl, or the patronage of it any inftance of generofity and
favour, you have the juiteft title to'this volume in one view,
and I the greateft encouragement to addrefs it to you on the
other. Iknow, Sir,that to enlarge on thefe topics, would, to a
gentleman® of your chara®er, be making a very difagreeable
kind of return :- but you will allow me to let the world know,
that I am inferibing thefe pofthumous fermons of Mr., Steffa
to one of the beft of his friends, as well as ¢f mine, and to

Vor. HI. H him,
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him, to whom had he been engaged ta publith them himfelf,
he would furely have chofen to prefent the firlt fruits of his
Jabours.  And permit me, Sir, thus publickly to thank you,
for all the plealurce you gave me in an opportunity of cultivi-
tinz the mind of fo worthy a youth, and for the foundation
which you laid for that execllent example he gave, as well as
for the wife and pious inftructions he delivered, in
cicumftances and relatious of life, which, unfupported by
your bounty and care, it is probable he had never know:.
You, Sir, dilcovered this promifing plant in its tendereft
ftate, and prefented it to the garden of Geod; and though we
mufl not arraign the wife hand that removed it, every onc
wiil own it rezfonable, that thefe early, yet pleafant and
wholefome fruits, which dropped from it, thould be prefented
to you. Aud I perfuade myfelf, Sir, that though they are
not ripenzd to 21l that height of beauty and of flavour, which
a maturer growth might have given them, you will receive-
them with candour; and indeed, I am not without fome
chearful hope, that they may afford you both delight and
nourifhment. ) ) '
‘When [ intimate, that Mr. Barker may not only be enter-
tained, but edified, by the produtions of our young friend,
1 might feem to {peak with too ‘little caution, and to raife
‘an expeftation which a prudent friend(hip will always avoid,
-when it would introduce perfons or books into the world
with advantage. But it is the happinefs of great wifdom and
goodnefs, (1 had almoft faid, it is-a part of it’s reward,) to-
be entertained, and edified, by the writings of thofe” who'ate
auch it’s inferiors, and moft readily to exercife an’indulgence
which itfelf leaft needs. “'In this view ‘you, Sir,"would have
read thefe fegmons with pleafure, had they been tiie work of a
firamger : but you cannot, and 1 think. you ought - not, to
forger, that you were, through-the Divine Goudnefs, the
inftrumeat of giving them ta“the werld. "And you will be
quickencd to renew your bounties’of this kind, (and a more
important kind is not ealily to be named,) when you fo
{enfibly perceive, that, fhortas the date of our friend’s life
“was, your labour, with regard to it’s prefent effects, hath not
been 1n vain in the Lord. ‘ o ‘
- They who know the relation in which T ftood to Mr..
Steffe, will readily believe, that | have fome peculiar fha[q: in
your jeys on fuch an occafion’: but if ther¢ were got fuch a -
diftinguifhing tic @s inthe prefent cafe, T muft be infenfib'é
t0 2 long train of perfonal oblfyations, if I did not affetion-
atsly take my part aall your ffisfations ani joys, L
' ? T blefs

4
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blls Gol, that. they arife from fuch a variety of fprings ;
thag they fwell into fo full a ftream; and above ali, that
they are fo [faithfully, and fo conftantly, returned back to him,
from whom, they originally proceed. .

1 do, Siryin my confcience apprehend, that when addreffing
the minifters of the gofpel, there is feldom reafon to con-
gratulate them on their diftinguifhed circumftances in tem-
poral life. © When the more abundant gifts of the Divine
bounty fecem to e received, as if, like thofe given to the
Hebréw feivants, thcy were a part of the ceremonial of their.
difmiffion from their Lord, they are indeed the calamity,
rather than 'the happinefs of the proprietors, be they eyer. fo
coplous, or ever fo fplendid.  That is really a pOlf')nOuS
draught, be it ever fo lufcious, which intoxicates the miund,
and 1ulls it into a forgetfulnefs of the interelt of Chn(f
and'of immortal fouls. But where afuent cxrcumﬂances
are tonfidered as an engagement to ferve God with greater
chearfulnefs and zeal in “the abundance of all things ; where
the poﬂlf"or confiders himfelf as the fteward of God in tempo-
rals as’ well. as fpirituals, and as the almoner who'is to dif-
tribute the Dwme bounties to his indigent brcthren, whether
minifters, or private chridtians ; and whcre all this is done in
the ealy, chearful, endearing manner, of a heart that feels,
how" much more_ blefled it is.-to give th'\n to receive: this, .
Sir, is 2 “moft crrau:ful fpettacle, not oz ly to the eye. of an
intimate and- obllged friend, but of a ftranger who under~
ftands any thing of the beauty of ‘chara&er; and is, I doubt .
not, venenble, as well as amiable, in"the cyes of thoﬂ. ce-
leftial fpirits, from whom it [eems to be copied. Huuan
acknowledgments on fuch 2n occafion are little things, to the
voice of an approving confcience, and an'approving (God.
I hope therefore, Sir, that the many, whofe burdens (to my
certain knowledr’rc) you-have cafed, and whofe hearts you
have gladdened, will exprefs thelr grantude m a nobler
way, by endeavouring to ferve the public with greater ala-
crity, while they are frecd from the incumbrances which muft
otherwile have deprefled and broken their {pirits.

L heartily blefs God, that while good Mr. Barker is pnf-
fefled of thefe pleafures, which fo few of his brethren in the
dlITentmo"mmﬁ'ry can have, he alfo fhares with the moft ac-
ceptable, and [ hope I may.add, the moft fuccefsful of them,
in thole which nmmednately ,.nfe from the excrcife of hlS
facred office.” Itis with unutterable delight, that | fec {o va--
luable a friend recovered from the remainders of that difordr,
which feemed’ fome years ago, to threaten the {p.edy Pcnud

Ha2 of
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of his public fervicee. To be able to vent the fulnefs of
your heart under a fenfe of the grace of the gofpel, and to
reprefent the important engagements to vital and univerfal
holinefs which fo natyrally arife from it, would give a nobler
pleafure than money could purchafe, though it were only in
your own houfe, to a little circle which might fill one of it’s
rooms. There indeed you might equally approve the fince-
rity of your beart, in the prefence of Him that fearches it :
but you muft give your friends (that is, as I fhould imagine,
all the friends of virtue and religion who know you,)‘ leave
to rejoice, that Frovidence havimg invigorated you for it, has
called you out to conftant fervice ir one of the moft numerous
and important congregations, which is to be found among us,
even in London, (that great fupport of our intereft through
the whole kingdom:) there, my dear and honoured friend,
may you long continue to delight, and to blefs, crouded,
attentive, aud ferious auditories, growing daily more attentive,
and more ferious, while your do&rine drops upon them like
the dew, and diftils like the rain! May you have the pleafure
to fee, not merely that they are capable of relifhing the dignity
of fentiment, the propriety of language, -and the gracefulnefs
of delivery; but; which is infinitely more defirable, thit they-
continuaily advance in faithy in holinefs, and in love, t6 the
glory of that God whom you ferve with your fpirit in- the
gotpel of his Son, and to whom 2ll that you are and have,
is fo™ faithfully, and fo zealoufly devoted!

For thefe great purpofes, may your important life be pro-
longed, and your health, with that of your wvaluable lady,
be fupported to many future years ! May the fecret bleﬂing
of the God of heaven fweetly mingle itfelf with all the con-
cerns of both! May it fill your houfe,with profperity, and
your hearts with that joy, which a firanger jntermeddlcth
not with, and which, though it were in a royal palace, can
grow upon no ftock but benevolence, friendfhip, and devotion |
And may the various bleflings of a long, and a happy life,
be at length crowned wich thofe of an infinitely happier
immortality !

Whenever that folemn moment comes, which is to re-
move you from time to eternity, I know that it muft leave
multitudes lamenting ; fo deeply lamenting, that it is pain-
ful to fpeak, or to think of it. But I rejoice, Sir, to reflect,
how many friends above will then be waiting to receive you
to everlafting habitations. I doubgnot, but the fpirit of our
dear author will be numbered and diftinguifhed among them ;
aud that your gencrous concern to promote the (pread, and the

accepa
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acceptance of thefe his remains, will, fo far as it may be
known to him, increafe his acknowledgment. In the mean
time, Sir, I perfuade myfelf, that among all your other good
offices, you will join your earneft prayers for their fuccefs,
with thofe of,

Reverend and dear Sir,

Your moft obliged and affeftionate brother,
and obedient humble fervant, ~

P. DODDRIDGE.
Northampton, Fune 8, 1742.

—————
\

S§OME ACCOUNT OF THE ’LI'FE AND CHARACTER OF
THE REV. MR. THOMAS STEFFE.

THE pious author of thefe difcourfes was fo early removed
from our world, and made fo fhort an appearance on any
public ftage of a&ion, that there is no room for any to ex-.
pe&t a variety of remarkable occurrences in his life. By far
the greater part_of thofe few years which Providence allotted
him, was fpent in affiduous preparation for fervices, which
alas, he was never permitted to accomplith. Neverthelefs,.
as a perfon curious in the anatomy of vegetables, would
look with fome fatisfaCtion on a bloflom yet folded up in
the bud, while he traced the firft rudiments of it's future
form, as well as that peculiar apparatus which was fubfervient
to it’s prefervation and growth in that .infant ftate, though it
never grew up to difplay it’s vivid colours, and diffufe .it’s
fragrancy ;5 -fo ] flatter myfelf, that fomething may occur
in this narration, not unworthy the notige of furvivors.

Tlhey, who-like our author, in the years I thallprincipally
defcribe, are growing up to the work of the miniftry, may,
I hope, learn in many inftances, what it is to be delired they
may be, while I am telling them what Mr. Steffe was ; and
if they go and do likewile, it may be for the benefit of mul-
titudes who are vet unborn, that this little- fketch has beca
drawn. ‘And the generality of readers may, perhaps, be more
difpofed to edify by his writings, as they grow better acquaint-
ed wich his character : for it is certain, that nothing adds
greater authority to a minifter’s inftruttions from the pulpit
or the prefs, than an apprehenfion that they are tranfcribed
and nttered from his heart.

Our author was the fon of a worthy clergyman of the
cltablithed church, the Reverend Mr. fohn Steffe, once of
hmnnuel-collegc in Cumbridge, and afterwards rector of
’ Wren-
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W ientham, in the couaty of Suffolk,: This gentleman, re-
maikable for his piety, learning, and moderation, married:
Mrs. Martha Popland, of Raydon, in Suffolk, by whem- he
had feveral children, who furvive their honoured father, [ hope:
to be long-lived bleflings to their other pious parent, and to
fupply, as far as poflible, the great lofs fthe fuftained, {o foon
after the became a widow, by the death of two moft hopeful
and delightful ons. * .

Mr. T'homas Steffc was born April 6, 1716 ; and though
he had a very weak eonftitution, fo that his life was hardly ex<
pe&ted from his infancy, (for he fron appeared {ulbijeét to an
afthmatic diforder, befides other infirmides ;) yet he difcovered
fuch an early folidity of genuis, ferioufne(s of temper, and
fondnels for books; that his-father foon determined to in-
dulge his defire of being bred a-fcholar: and as he candidly
referred i@ to himfelf, as his judgment advanced towards matu~
rity, to judge for himfelf in religious matters, he ‘generoufly
zcquiefced in the young gentleman’s choice of purfuing his
ftudies among the Proteftant Diffenters.

1 am informed, that he had moft of his education in the
languages under his father, who 'was. well acquuinted with
them, and efpecially a very accurate judge in the elegancies of’
the latin, of which I had fome remarkable proofs in my cor--
refpondence with him. Tt is not very material to. mention
the particular places, in which our author improved and per-
feGted his {tudies. It may fuffice to fay, that whenibe was
judged nearly qualified for the academy, as he refolutely de-
clined, from principles of confcience, thofe offers which a
perfonof the firft rank in the eftablithed church thad kindly:
made of providing for him at the univerfity. . His cafe was
accidentally mentioned to that- excellent perfon,.to whom I
have infcribed thefe fruits of his labours; who ready to em-
brace all opportunities to ferve the public intereft, made a
particular enquiry into his charadter and difpofition, and in
concurrence with another, and to me unknown benefadtor,
determined to affift this hopeful youth- with. a fupply of
twenty pounds a year, that his education might not be bur-
thenfome to his ‘geod father, then far advaneed in years,
and charged with the care of a numerous family. -

In the year 1733, Mr. Stefle was fent, at the requeft. of
his friends, to one of tholc little feminaries among- the Pro-

’ teftant

e Tﬂé Reverend Mr. Steffe, of Wrentham,. died Ang.7,
15373 ouc of his lons, December 23, 1738 ; and the other dear.
youth, the auihor of th.fe {fermons, Juny 4, 1740
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~teltant Diflenters, where attempts are ofed to fupply, in the
belt manner we can, the want of more public advantages for
education, and to guide the minds of young perfons intended
for the miniftry, into fuch preparatory ftudies, as may in fome
. meafure qualify them for appearing properly in it. He was
- then in his -18th year ; but.as he well knew the importante
yof making himfelf mafter of the learned languages in younger
life, he defired:ito be excufed: from emtering upon the pii-
lofophical part of his courfe, till ke had fpent 2lmoft another
year in applying himfelf to them ; and particularly to Greek,
whiich, I am forry to fay it, is not gencrzlly cultivated in
.privatequhools awith that care- and exattnefs which it deferves
and requires. He profecured thefe {tudics with fuch refolution
and fuch fuccefs, that, on the whole, the moft celebrated
claflics, both of Greece and Rome, were a delight, rather
than a drudgery.to him; and thus a foundation wis laid for
that folidity, ftrength, and correén:fs, both of fentiments
and (tyle, which muft feldom be expeéled, where thofe great
_originals are.unknown, or difregarded,

I cannot forbear mentioning two other precautions, which
Mr. Steffe took in his entrance on this ftaze of life, which
appeared to me remarkably prudent. T'he one was, that he
endeavoured to gain an early acquajntance with the character
.of books, efpecially thofe of the little library to which he had
accefs; and was ready to take the advice of more experienced
friends in the choice of thofe he fhould read, that he might not
throw away his time in thofe which were of liitle importance
and alfo that he might not anticipate the perufal of others,,
which might more properly be reviewed in fome future time,
And ] mult needs fay, that the neglect of this caution, obvious
as it is, may make a well-furnithed library a fnare, rather
than a benefit, 'The other particular I referred to, was his
care immediately to learn (hort-hand, and that not merely in
it’s firft rudiments, with which too many content themfelves,
but to fome degree of exactnels, elegance, and readinefs. In
copfequence of this, he became capabie with great eafe, and in
a very little time, to make muany valuable extra&ts from the
books he read and confulted ; not to mention the many hours
which it afterwards faved him, in the compolition of dilcourfes
for the pulpit. )

1 think it was alfo during the fir{t ycar, that he laid a foun-
dation tor reading the Old Teltament in it’s original language ;
3 care fo very neceflary, that I wander it fhould cver be
omijtted ; or that any young gentleman in an age like
eurs, fhould be judged sompetendy qualified for the puipity

who
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who lics as much at the mercy of tranflators in ftudying the
Jarger half of his bible, as any of the people he is to teach.
It is, however, with pleafure that I obferve, how feldom this
is done among the Proteftant Diflenters, fo far as 1 have an
opportunity to learn; and I am forry to hcar from many
Yearned clergymen, with whom I have the *honour to be
acquainted, how often it is totally negleted by thofe, whofe
advantages for literaturc are {o very much diftinguithed,

(To be continued.)

BISEOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS.

——

TRHE LIFE OF MARGERY POLLEY.’

THTS Margery Polley was the widow of Richard Polley,
of Pepingberry, in Kent, and was brought before Maurice,
bithop of Rochefter, and accufed of herefy, about the beginning
of June, in the’ year 1555. When Mrs. Polley was brought
before the bilhop, his lordthip according to the pontificial
folemnity of the church of Rome, rifing out of the chair of
bis m 2jefty, in the high fwelling ftile after his ordinary and
ufua]smanner to dafh the poor filly woman, beginning in thefe
word” : ‘ .

« We Maurice, by the fufferance of God, bifhop of Ro-
chefter, proceeding of our mcer office in a caufe of herefy,
againtt thee Margery Polley, of the parith of Pepingberry, in
our diocefe and jurifdiction of Rochefter, do lay’and objet
2gainft thee all and fingular thefe articles enfying. To
which, and to cvery parcel of them, we require of thee a
true, full, and plain anfwer, by virtue of thine oath thereupon
to be iven, &c.” . .

‘Then the oath was adminiftered by the official,

After which the bifhop looking ftedfaftly at the woman,
demanded of her a peremptory anfwer to cvery one af the
foilowing articles. -

1. Are not they heretics who do maintain and hold other-
wife than our holy mother the Catholic church doth ?. .

Polley. They are indeed heretics and grofsly deceived
who do hold and maintain doétrines which are foreign to the
will of God written in his haly feriptures, which holy writings
I de tincerely believe, were written by holy men immcdiately
mfpiied and inftructed thergto by the Holy Ghoft, who s

God
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God proceeding from the Father and the Son, one God co-
eternal and co-equal whom I adore and wortfhip.

2. Do you, forfooth, hold and maintain, that in the facra-
ment of the altar, under the forms of bread and wine, is
not the very body and blood of Chrift ; and that the faid body
of Chrift is verily in heaven only, and not in the facrament ?

Polley. What I have learnt from the holy feriptures,

which Chrift has given unto me, and unto all men, I do now,
and will to'my life’s end hold and ftedfaftly maintain, to wit,
T'hat the body of Chrift, that very body which was crucified
for me, my fins, and the fins and trangreffions of all the
world was crucified under Pontious Pilate by the cruel in-
ftigation of the Jews,and that that very fame body did after-
wards afcend up into heaven, and does fit at the right hand
of God, making interceffion for all fuch who believe and
truft in the mercies and redemption of a crucified Jefus.
This very body has remained in heaven ever fince, and
therefore cannot, according to my belief, be in the facrament
of the altar; but T do believe that the bread and wine in the
facrament are to be received as fymbols and reprefentatives
of the body and blood of Chrift, but notas the real body and
blood of Chrift. And I do think in my weak judgment,
that it is not in the power of any man by pronouncing words
over the elements of bread and wine t6 tranfubftantiate them
into the real body and blood of Chrift. Finally, I do be-
lieve, that the eucharift is only a commemorative facrivice,
becaufe Chrift, my dear Lord and Saviour did fay, As cft as
ye do this, do it in remembrance of me.
. Whereupon the bifhop was greatly enraged, and cried out,
that fhe was an obflinate heretic. However, he faid, thou
art a {illy woman, and kooweft not whatthou fayeft, it is the
duty of every chriftian to belicve as mother church hath
and doth teach.

Wilt thou Margery Polley recant of thefe errors which
you hold, be reconciled te-holy church, receive the remiflion
.?f fins, that your foul may be faved in the day of'the Lird

eflus. .

Polley. My Lord, I cannot believe otherwife than I hive
fpoken, becaufe the pracltice of the church of Rome is con-
trary not only to reafon; to my fenfes, but alfo to the hOll);
feriptures which are the word of (God.

Then faid the bifhop I mult do my oflice, and immediately
proceeded to promounce the fentence of condemnation
agiin(t her. -

After which fhe was carried back to prifon, and there re-

Vor. I11. 1 mained
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mained praifingand bleffing God for all his mercies until the
middle of July following.

She was often dealt with to recant, for fhe was a woman
in the prime of life, of a holy converfation and pious example,
charitable, humane, learned in the fcriptures, and beloved b
all her neighbours. She refufed all offers of life, chufing
rather to fecure to herfelf by her fteady adherence to the
truth, immortality, and the pofleflion of joys and pleafures
that will have no end, than a fhort life here, purchafed at the
expence of lying and hypocrify.

At length the fatal day coming, fhe was conduted from
the bifhop’s prifon in his palace at Rochefter, to Tunbridge,
in Kent, where fhe was burnt, fealing the truth of what fhe
had teftified with her blood.

THE LIFE OF DIRICK CARVER, AND JOHN LAUNDER,
MARTYRS.

DIRICK CARVER, of Brighthampftead, in the county
of Suflex, beer brewer, about forty years old, and John Laun-
der, of Godftone, in the county of glurrey, hufbandman, were
both apprehended in the dwelling-houfe of the faid Dirick
Carver, at Brighthampftead, as they were at prayers, by Ed-
ward Gage, gentleman, in O&ober 1554, and were by him
fent up to.the Queen’s council at London; where being €x-
amined they, with divers others, apprehended at the fame time
and place with them, were fent prifoners to Newgate, in
T.ondon, to wait the leifure, and abide the examination of Dr.
Bonner, bithop of London. '

The examination of John Launder.

John Launder, hufbandman, aged 25 years, faith, ¢ That
about two days before Allhallontide laft paft, he and one Dirick
‘Carver, Thomas Ivefon, William Veifly, with divers others
to the number of twelve, being altogether in their prayers, and
faying the fervice in Englifh fet forth in the time of Edward
the Sixth, in the houfe of the faid Diritk Carver, at Bright-
hampftead, in the county of Suflex, were then apprehended by
one Mr. Edward Gage, and by him fent to London, to the
King and Queen’s council, and upon examination committed
to Newgate, where he, with his other fellows, have ever
fince remained in prifon.’

And the faid John Launder further being examined, he
doth confefs aud fay, ¢ That the occafion of his coming to
Bright-

'
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‘Brighthampftead,* was upon certain bufinefs of his father’s 3
snd hearing that the faid Dirick Carver did much favour the
gofpel, he went to his houfe and company, whom before he
knew not ; and fo was apprehendecd, asis aforefaid.

¢ The faid John Launder doth alfo further confefs and be-
lieve, that there is here on earthy one whole and univerfal
Catholic church, whereof the members be difperfed through
the world ; and doth believe alfo, that the fame church doth
fet forth and teach only two facraments, that is, the facrament
of baptifm, and the facrament of the Lord’s fupper.

¢ And whofoever doth teach or ule any more facraments,
or any other ceremonies, he doth not believe that they be of
the catholic church, but doth abhor them from the bottom
of his heart,.

¢ And hedoth further fay and believe, that all the fervice,
facrificies, and ceremonies, now ufed in this realm of England,
{and in other parts of the world where they be ufed after the
fame manner) be erronecus and naught, and contrary to
Chrift’s inftitution, and the determination of Chrift’s catholic
church, whereof he believeth that he himfelfis a member.

¢ Alfo he doth confefs and believe, That in the facrament,
now called the facrament of the altar, there is not really
and truly contained undér the forms of bread and wing, the
very natura] body and blood of Chrift in fubftance ; but his
belief and faith therein is as follows, viz. That when he doth
receive the material bread, he doth receive the fame'in re-~
membrance of Chrift’s death and paffion; and fo receiving
it, he doth eat and drink Cbhrift’s body and blood by faith, and
not otherwife,

¢ Moreover he doth confefs, fay, and believe, that the mafs
now ufed in the realm of England, or elfewhere in Chrillendom
is naught and abominable, and direltly againft God’s word,
and his catholic ¢hurch ; and that there is nothing faid or ufed
in it good and profitable.  For he faith, that though the gloria
in excelfis, the creed and pater-nofter, and other parts of the
mafs be good in themfelves, yet the fame being ufed amongft
other things that are naught and fuperftitious in the mafs, the
fame good things become naught alfo, as he believeth,

¢ Alfo he doth believe and confefs, that auricular confeffion
is not neceflary to be made to any prieft, or to any other crea-
ture, but every perfon ought to acknowledge and confefs his
fins only to God ; and alfo that no perfon hath any authorit
to.abfolve any man from his fins. And he alfo believet.

12 tha

* Now more generally called Brighthelmfton,
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that the right and truc way (according to the fcripture). after
a man hath fallen from grace to fin, and to arife to Chrift
again, is to be forry for his offences, and to do the fame or
the like no more; and not to make any auricular confeflion
of them to the prictt, or to take ablolution for them at -the
prieft’s hands. -

Upon thefe his opinions and anfwers, being openly acknow-
ledged and maintained in the Dbithop’s contiftory-court, and
he rcfuling ta recant, or go from the fame, he was condemned,
and delivered to the fecular power, and carried down and
burned at Steyning, the 23d of July, 1555. '

Here followeth the confeffion of Dirick Carver of Bright.
hampfted, in the county of Suffex.

He being examined by Boeaner, bifhop of London, con-
cerning his faith in the facrament of the altar, faith, ¢That
he hath, and doth believe, that the very fubftance of the body
and blood of Chrift, is not in the faid facrament, and that
there is no other fubftance remaining in the faid facrameat
after the words f{poken by the prieft, but enly the fubftance
of bread and wine.’

2. Being examined concerning the mafs in litin, now
ufed in the church of England, ¢ He believeth there is no fa-
crifice in the f2id mafs, and that there is in it no falvation for
a chriftian, exceptic fhould be f2id in the mother tongue, that
he might underftand it.  And concerning the ceremonies of
the church, he faith, and believeth, that they be not profitable
for a chriftian.’

3. Being examined concerning auricular confeflion, he
anfwereth, ¢ That he hath and doth believe, that it is neceflary -
to go to a prieft for good counfel ; but the abfolution "of the
prieft, laying bis hands upon any man’s head, as is now ufed,
1s nothing profitable to a chriftian’s falvation. And further-
he faith, that he hath not been confefled, nor received the
facrament of the altar, fince the coronation of the Queen that
now is.’ '

4. Concerning the faith and religion now taught and fet
forth in the church of England, he anfwers and belicveth,
¢ That it is not agreeable to God’s word. And furthermore
he faith, that bifhop Hooper, Cardmaker, and Rogers, and
others of their opinion, who were lately burned, were good
chriftian men, and did preach the true duétrine .of Chrift as
he believeth; and he faith, that they did fhed their blood in
the fame doctrine, which was by the power of God, as he faith
and belicveth.’

And being further examined, faith, ¢ That fince the Queen’s

coro-
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coronation, he hath had the bible and pfalter in Englifh read
divers times in his houfe at Brighthampfted ; and likewife
fince his coming to Newgate, but the keeper hearing thereof,
did take them away. And he alfo faith, that about twelve
months now paft, he had the Englifh proceflion or litany faid
in his houfe, with other Englifh prayers.

¢ And he further faith, That Thomas Ivefon, John Laun-
der, and William Veilly, being prifoners with him in New-
gate, were taken with this examinant in his houfe at Bright-
hampfted, as they were hearinﬁ the gofpel read in Englifh,
a little before Allhallontide laft paft, and being cxamined by
‘the council, were committed by them to the prifon of New-
gate,in London.’

Upon Monday the 10th of June, 1555, John Launder
and Dirick Carver, were brought into the confiftory, where
their confeffions were read, and. they afked feverally if they
would ftand to the fame; which they faid they would: and
fo fentence of condemnation was pronounced againft them ;
and Dirick Carver was carried to Lewes, in Suffex, to his
execution.

It is obfervable that, the faid Dirick Carver by his great
induftry learned to read Englith while he was ih prifon, which
he could not do before. '

When he was brought to Lewes, the people called to him,
befeeching God to ftrengthen him in the faith of Jefus Chrift,
He thanked them, aud prayed God to ftrengthen him in the
like faith, When he came to theé fign of the Star, the people
drew near to him, and the fheriff faid, that he had found him
a faithful -man in his anfwers.

When he came' to the ftake he kneeled down, and faid his
prayers; then his book was thrown into the.barrel which
was fet by the ftake for him; and he ftripped himfelf, and
went into the fame barrel, 2nd he took up the book and threw
it among the people; and the fheriff commanded it to be
thrown back again.

Then Dirick fpake to the people to this effet: Dear bre-
thren and fifters, bear witnefs that I am come to feal with
my blood Chrift’s gofpel, becaufe I know that it is true. It
is not unknown to you all, that the gofpel hath been truly
preached to you here in-Lewes, and in all places in England,
and now it is not fo preached ; and becaufe I will not here
deny God’s gofpel, and be obedient to man’s laws, I am con-
demn.d to die,

Dear brethren and fifters, as many of you as do believe in
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft unto eternal life, fee ye do

the



[1] LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF

the works appertaining to the fame faith; and as many of

ou as do be:ieve on the Pope of Rome, or any of his laws
which he fets forth in thefe days, you do believe to your con-
demnation.’

Immediately the fheriff faid, If thou doft not believe in
the Pope, thou art damned body and foul.  And he alfo faid,

-{peak to thy God to deliver thee now, or to {trike me down
-for an example to the people. But goed Dirick faid, The
-L..-d forgive you your fayings.

Then he fpake again to the people with a loud voice, fay-

ing, ¢ All you that | have offended by word or deed, I afk you
-forgivenefs for the Lord's fake; and I heartily forgive all
you that have offended me in thought, word or deed.’

And then he prayed, ¢ O Lord my God, thou haft written,
he that will not forfake wife, children, houf€, and all that he
hath, and take up the crofs and follow thee, is not worthy of
thee. But thou, Lord, knoweft that I have forfaken all to
come unto thee. Lord have mercy on me, for unto thee I
commend my {pirit, and my foul dath rejoice in thee.

Thefe were his laft words before the fire was put to him.
And afterwards when the fire came to him, he cried, O Lord
have mercy on me; and fprang up in the fire, calling upon
the name of Jeus, and fo ended his life.

(To be continued.)

SERMONS AND ESSAYS.

SERMON ON GAL. II1I. 28. LATTER PART, CONCLUDED.

4. ALL real chriftians ftand in the fame relation to
eac: otier. Being all < the children of God by faith,” the
are all brethren in Chrift Jefus. Our Saviour has left a rulz':
o . iecord, for the inftrudtion of all his followers, which muft
continue a rule to the end of time. “ Be not ye called
Rabbi; for one is your mafter, even Chrift ; and all ye are
brethren * No one is allowed to afflume an authority over
the reft, in a chriftian church. The authority of Jefus, the
chriftian’s Mafter, is univerfal, decifive, and abfolute ; while
ali chriftians are bound, by the moft facred obligations, to “be

kindly
* Matt, xxiii, 8,
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kindly affeftioned one to another; with brotherly love, in
honour, preferring one another.”’+

5. All the members of a chriftian church have an equal
claim to all church privileges, and an equal intereft in them.
‘They have equally a right to divine ordinances, as we have
fe=n above. T'he care, the prayers, the advice, the inftruétion,
the comfort, the admonition, and the reproof, which are fo
exceedingly neceflary, and {o ineffubly important in every

'church of Chrift, as circumftances may require and admit,
are equally enjoined upon them all, and may be expected and
claimed by all, as tlie nature of the cafe may demand, and that,
without exception, T'he divine injunétions, ¢ Bear ye one
another’s burdens); comfort yourfelves together, and edify
‘one another ;—warn the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded,
fupport the weak, be patient toward all men. Exhort one
another daily, left any of you be hardened through the deceit-
fulnefs of fin; confider one another, to provoke unto love,
and to good works.” Thefe and fimilar duties are indif-
peniibly neceflary in the chriftian church. The advantages
which refult from the performance of them, are inconceivable;
and while every individual is under indifpenfible obligation to
perform them, every individual has alfo a right to expeét the
performance of them towards himfelf.

It is efpecially the duty of minifters to care for. the whole
church: to ¢ watch for the fouls of all their people,  as thofe
that muft give an account.”]| They are charged to « take
heed to a/l the flock, over which the Holy Ghoit hath made
them overfeers ; to feed the church of (God,; which he hath
purchafed with his own blood.””§  All faithful minifters will
take a delight in doing it. Minifters are, indced, imperfet
creatures ; butthe great God regards their care, their prayers,
and their various labours as very important ; and the pcople
among whom they labour ought to do the fame. All their
people have an equal right to their prayers and labours ;
and fo far as mimfters are faithful to thetr truft, a/l their
people have an equal fhare in their labours, as far as circum-
ftances require and permit.  In this cafe, *“there is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is nei-
ther male nor female: for ye are a/l onein Chrift Jefus.” In
thefe, and in all other advantages therefore, the members
of every church of Chrift are cqually interefted ; and with
thefe advantages, if duly improved, ¢ thofe that be planted in
-the houfe of the Lord, fhall flourith in the courts of our

God.
“t Rom. xii. 10— Gal. vi.2. t Thefl. v, 11—14. Heb. {ii. 13,
x. 24, 25.—| Heb. xiii, 17.—§ Acts xx, 28,



6o SERMONS AND ESSAYS.

God. They fhall bring forth fruit in old age : they fhall
be fat and flourifhing.”*

6. The members of chriftian churches, if real chriftans,
arc all equally heirs of eternal glory. To all who receive
Jefus Chritt by faith, he gives the high privilege to become
the fons of God.1+ They “are all the children of God by faith
in Chrift Jefus ;°;—and if children, they are,  heirs of God,
and joint heirs with Chrilt.”| They are therefore, under
every obligation to blefs the name of the Lord at all times,
and to be telling of his falvation from day ‘to day. They
all have abundant encouragement to meet the ghattly monfter
death, with fortitude and pleafure; and both living and
dying, to ‘¢ rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”, ¢« This is
the heritage of all the fervants of the Lord ; and their righteouf«
nefs is of me, faith the Lord.”§ Nor is there any difference,
in thefe refpels, on account of age, fex, country, or family;
or on any other account whatfoever: for they «are all one
in Chrift Jefus.” Itis, however,a natural confequence, and
neceflary to be here mentioned by me, and to be attended to by
us all, that

II. Weare “all one” in point of duty, and of obliga-
tion.

It is indeed very certain, that none are required to do that
for which they have not ability given them. The Lord
Jefus is not like « a hard, auftere man, reaping where he has
not fown, and gathering where he has not ftrawed.” Wehave
feen above, that ¢ if there be a willing mind, it is accepted, ac-
cording to that a2 man hath, and not according to that he hath
not.” He does require that all his children be concerned for
the fupport of his caufe upon earth; but he does not require
thofe publicly to preach his word, to whom he has given no
ability to do it. When the fupport of his intercft occafions
expences, he does not require that. thofe fhould give gold who
have only filver; or that any man fhould contribute more
than he poflefles, or than he can juftly call his own. He
gives the different pofleflions, and the different abilities of
every kind, which are requifite, and if his gifts are well im«
proved, he always gives a fufficiency on the whole. But he
depofits thefe in different hands, if we may fo fay, of very
different kinds, and in very different quantities ; and moft
juftly requires that they be employed for his honour and
glory. “ Asevery man hath received thegift, even fo minifter
tne fame one to another, as good ftewards.of the manifold

grace
* Pfal. xcii, 13, 14.—+ John 1. 12.—% Gal. iii. 26.—| Rom.
viil, 17.—Gal, iv, 7.—=1i, liv, 17,
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which God gi\ieth: that God in all things may be glorified,
through Jclus Chrifty to whom be praife and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen.* "

It, therefore, follows; fromh the nature of the cafe, thaé
cvery ane who enjoys the benefits of our blefled Rede:mer’s
great (alvation, aml the advantages which refuit from the
fellowfhip of his faintsy is under obligation, equally with all
his brethren, in proportion to his ability; to exert himfelf, as
occalion may require, for the fupport of that intereft by which
he is fo highly advantaged. If it be not the duty of all, it
is the duty of none: for no argument can be ufed, to exempt
any individual from the obligation, which will not go to the
exemption of all from it, without exception. _

In perfe&t harmony with thefe views; we fha!l find; on a
careful inveftigation of the fubjedt; that, in the divine word,
an exertion to fupport the intereft and honour of our glorious
Redeemer, is recommended, without exception, to all his pro-
fefled difciples. In the gth chapter of the former epiftle to
the Corinthians; the apottle largely vindicates, on the allowed
principles of equity, one great otdinarice of God: “God
hath ordained that they who preach the gofpely fhould live of
the gofpel.”  In all that chaptery he never gives the leaft hint
that any are exempted from the obligation to pay a practiel
regard to this divine ordinance. He evidently eftablifhes this
obvious principle throughout the whole j ¢ that they to whom
minifters have fown fpiritual things; fhould take care thofe
minifters may reap of their carnal things.” ver 14, In his
Epiftle to the Galatians, vi. 6. he direts, ¢ Let him tha€
is taught in the word, minifter to him that teacheth; in all
good things. T his obligation, then; does not lic upon the
rich'and great only, but on him that is ¢ taught in the word.”
Much lefs does the Apoftle leave it to any one’s option; to
attend to this duty if he pleales ; but exprefsly.enjoins it as
an indifpenfable duty upon all who are taught by minifters.
This was evidertly made a duty under the law, as well as
under the gofpel. Nor can we find any paflage, in which a
deviation from this rule is encouraged, When our Saviour
obferved the rich men cafting their gifts into the treafury, for
the fuppéit of the temple-worlhip, “ he faw alfo a certain
poor widow; cafting in thither two mites.+ ** This was all
the poor widow’s living: Yet our Lord did not difapprove
of it, but comnmended her generofity, and readinefs of mind
to contribute according to the ability which God had given

* Pet, iv. 10, 11. t+ Luke x«i, ver, 1—4.

Vor. III. K her:
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her : and it is recorded, by divineinfpiration, for the inftruc-
tion of all fucceeding ages. It may here be remarked, that,
while we have the unfpeakable happinefs of reading fuch paf-
fages of facred Scripture as Prov. iii