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CHRISTMASS

®
S; JOIN THE FAMILY GATHERINGS

&t AT ONE OF THE

ELIM HOLIDAY HOMES.,

ELIM WOODLANDS: Visitors welcomed :
special attractions for Christmas : spiritual fetlow-
ship : home comforts : house centrally heated,

Apply :  The Superintendent, Elim \Woodlands,
Clarence Road. Clapham Park. London, s.w.4.
GLOSSOP : Conventlon and House Party
Speakers : Mr. & Mrs E J. G. Titterington. For
accommodation, appty to the Superintendent.
Derbyshire,

Beth-Rapha, - Glossop -

Principal George Jeffreys and
~ Revival Party’s

Revival and Healing
Campaign. Ashford, Kent

DEC. 4—21. Every week-night at 7.30, and Wednesday
afternoons at 3, in the County Theatre,
Station Road. Sundays at 3 and 6.30, in the
Exchange Theatre, Queen Sireet.

WATCH THESE DATES

ANNAGHANOON. Commenced Nov. 19 Eliin
Campaign by Miss M. Linton,

BARNSLEY. Dec. 3—7. Arcade Hall, Market Hill.  Anni-
versary services. Speakers: Pastors T. H. Jewitt, W, L. Taylor,
F. A, Farlow, J. C. Kennedy, S. E. Hillman, and Mrs. Saxon-
Walshaw.

Hali

BOURNEMOUTH. Dec. 8 10. Elim Tabernacle, Victoria
Place. Springbourne. Pastor E. J. Phillips.
BRIGHTON. Dec. 9—11. Elim Tabernacle, Union Street.

Bible School and Evangelistic Campaign by Principal Parker,
CHELMSFORD, Dec. 2, 3. Elim Tabernacle, Mildmay
Road. Special Visit of Ilford Male Voice Quintette.
ELIM WOODLANDS. Decc. 2. Open day for visitors, 3 to

9 pan.  Evening meering ro be conducted by Elim Bible College
students. Tickets at all London churches, 1/-; at the door, 1/3.
HUDDERSFIELD. Nov. 29. Temperance Hall, Princess
Street, Visit of Pastor R. Tweed.
ISLINGTON. Dec. 24. Ehm Tabernacle, Fowler Road,
off Halton Road. Carol service by Elim Crusaders.
KENSINGTON. Every Friday at 7.30. Kensington Temple,
Kensington Park Road. Weekly Rally.
PLYMOUTH. Dec. 2—4. Elim Tabernacle, Rendle Street.

Bible School and Evangelistic Campaign by Principal Parker.

RATHFRILAND, Commenced Nov. 22. Elm Hall. Cam-
paign by Evangelist W. H. Urch.

WATFORD. Dec. 31. Elim Hall, St. Alban’s Road.
of London Crusader Choir, 3 and 6.30 p.m.

WIMBLEDON. Nov. 26—Dec. 3. Elim Hall, Southey
Road." Elim Crusader Campaign. Special features by visiting
Crusaders. Dec. 3 at 6.30, Baths Hall, Latimer Road, visit of
London Crusader Choir, accompanied by Pastor E. C. W.
Boulton.

Visit

Christmas & ety Pear

CONVENTIONS

BELFAST, Dec. 24—28. Ulster Temple, Ravenhill Road.
Speakers include: Pastors J. R. Moore and A. Longley. Con-
vener: Pastor J. J. Morgan.

BIRMINGHAM. Dec. 24-26. Elim Tabernacle, Graham
Street. Speakers include: Pastor W. G. Hill (South Wales).
Convener: Pastor W. Barton.

BRADFORD. Dec. 24—26. Southend Hall, off Leeds Road.
Speakers include Principal P. G. Parker. Convener: Pastor
H. W. Fardell.

CARLISLE, Dec. 24—26. Elim Tabernacle, Wes: Walls.
Speakers include: Pastor and Mrs. R. Tweed. Convener: Pastor
W. A. Nolan.

DOWLAIS., Dec. 23—26. Elim Tabernacle, Ivor Street,
Speakers include Pastor and Mrs. Stoneham. Convener: Pastor
W. N. Brambleby. ‘

GLASGOW. Dec. 3l—Jan 8. City Temple, Bath Street
(corner of Elmbank Street). Speakers include: Pastors
J. R. Moore and H. Kitching. Convener: Pastor P. Le Tissier.

GLOSSOP. Elim Tabernacle, Ellison Street. Speakers in-
clude Mr. and Mrs. E. J. G. Titterington. Convener: Pastor
L. N. Knipe.

LONDON, East Ham. Dec. 25-27. Elim Tabernacle,
Central Park Road. Speakers include: Pastors C. Kingston
and J. Woodhead. Convener: Pastor W. L. Kemp.

LONDON, Kensington. Dec. 25—27. Kensington Temple,
Kensington Parlk Road. Speakers include: Pastor C. Kingston
and Mrs. R. Jones.
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The Elm Foursquare Gospel Alhance was founded
by Principal George [Jeffreys, its present leader,
in Ireland, in the year 19:15. The Principal's
campaigns have filled to overflowing the largest
halls in the British Isles, and have resulied in many
thousands of converts to Chnist, and notable miracles
of healing. The movement consists of Elim Revivul
and llealing Campaigns, Elim Foursquare Gospel
Churches and Mmisters, Elim Bible College, Elim

Publications and Supplies, Elim Bible College Cor-
respondence School, Elwm Crusaders and Cadets, Elim
Foreign Missions, and Foursquare Gospel Testimony.
It stands uncompromisingly for the whole Bible as the
inspired Word of God, and contends for THE FAITH
against all modern thought, Higher Criticism, and
New _Theology. It condemns extravagances and
fanaticism in every shape and form. It promulgates
the old-time Gospel in old-time power
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The Divine Branch

A Foursquare Message on the Branch.

(44 AM the truc vine,”’ said our Lord and Master.
I In Old Testament prophecies He is referred
to as the Branch in four different ways.
In these four passages we can see our
Foursquarec message.

1. The Branch as Saviour.

In Isaiah iv. 2 we read, ‘‘In that day shall the branch
of the Lord be beautiful and glorious.”” Apart from
the chronological interpretation of this passage, let us
turn our attention to its spiritual application. From
the day we take the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour,
His life rises within us ‘“ as a tender plant,”’ and to
us, and "within us, “He grows™ more beautiful and
more glorious every day. When life around is barren
and arid, and we would otherwise feel the monotony
of the daily round, He springs forth as a root out of
a dry ground. We hear His sweet whispers in our
heart, and we feel His smile upon us as we stoop
to do an extra bit for the fellow next to us.
~ No day is grey while our heart’s vision is fixed
upon His crimson beauty. No tribulation is too great
when we consider that it is not worthy to be com-
pared with

THE GLORY WHICH SHALL BE REVEALED.

Even business hours and household tasks are lighted
up as the divine touch is let in upon all we do and
say, for is it not unto Him who loved us? Our
need may be great, but He has made His Father our
Father. We can depend on the Almighty God for
every temporal need, as also for every word we speak,
and for every deed we do, when initiated by Him.
This is all made so clear in the Gospel of John. We
can lean back upon the Saviour’s breast, and as we
give place to His beautiful and glOrlOus life within
us, we too can come to say ‘‘ Father, Thou hearest
Me always.”” Yes, the Branch of the Lord—that
beautiful, glorious Branch—is filling our vision.

His methods are so different from those of the world.
He works so graciously, so lovingly, so wisely, often
so quietly, and nearly .always so unexpectedly. -We
learn to put away our €xpectations from worldly: ways .
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By Miss D. COMYN-CHING

and means, and wait for Him to rise. We know that
what He does will last, and what He says will accom-
plish something. We cannot describe Him! He is
divine, He is God. He has life in Himself, and life
more abundant for us. And as the flowers of joy,
and the fruits of satisfaction appear on all He
touches, we say, ‘‘ My Saviour! My God! He is
so beautiful, so glorious! "’

2. The Branch as Healer.

We now turn to the prophecy in Zechariah iii. 8,
I will bring forth My servant the Branch.”” Let us
look at our Lord, this same glorious, beautiful and
divine’ Saviour, as He is portrayed to us by practical
Mark in his short concise Gospel of action, Only
the Son of God has taught us

WHAT TRUE SERVICE MEANS.

In Hinduism, where there is no Christ, certain neces-
sary actions are considered as unclean, while one who
ministers to another of lower caste than himself is
reckoned to be utterly defiled. Mark shows us the life
of Christ as filled with loving deeds, and He was so
busy, so poured out for others, that a little boat had
to wait on Him, lest the crowd should crush Him.
His human frame became so tired that He could fall
fast asleep in a mighty storm, and while that wondrous
Man of Galilee was yet quite young in His career,
His relatives wanted to take Him out of it, because
they said ““ ‘He is beside Himself."> And what were
His works? Casting out devils, and healing the sick,
and preaching the gospel to the poor. God’s Servant,
the Branch, identified Himself with the sorrow and
suffering of this fallen world. He touched the leper,
and the man was cleansed. Virtue flowed from the
Christ, that all who came to Him were healed. His
every action was a touch of love, and from His very
person life radiated, In this busy practical age is the
servant life growing stronger in us day by day?

3. The anch as Baptzser ‘

In Zechariah vi. 12 _the Holy Spirit blds us ¢ behold,
the Man whose name is the Branch,”” and with this
prophecy we -take Luke’s vision of this wonderful
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sympathising Jesus. ‘With a physician’s practised eye
Luke noticed the Lord’s tenderness with women and
children, and how

HE STOOPED TO THE FALLEN.

He continually called Himself the Son of Man, going
in and out among men as one of themselves. In
this Gospel we read of that wonderful crisis in a
believer’s life, the baptism of the Holy Ghost. Do
you know what it is to be so emptied by God, that
your vessel can receive the new wine? Men say the
old is better, but He has kept the best wine until now.
Then will He work through you in a new way, and
His promise is ‘‘ I will do marvels.”

4. The Branch as Coming King.

In Jeremiah xxxiii. 15 we read ‘‘ I will cause the
Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and
He shall execute judgment and righteousness in the
land.’’ Here we see at once a reference to the royal
lineage of our Lord, and the attributes necessary to
a king : we think of Matthew’s Gospel. Though He
was unrecognised, rejected, and insulted, humble and
lowly in all His ways, yet, under every circumstance
there was calm, and authority and superhuman power.
We live in the light of His soon coming, and we
look for the Lord of heaven and earth. Troubles and
difficulties lose their sting as we realise that they
are but transient, nay, even perhaps momentary.
Any minute our King—my King—may come. In the
meantime do our lives show forth the kingly nature
of honour in every detail? Because the King is grow-

‘ing up in our hearts are we just and honourable,
- RIGHT AND HIGH PRINCIPLED

in our every undertaking, and in our every contact
with others? We can know His calm and rely on
His power under every circumstance. What a com-
fort really that our dearest Friend has all power and
is with us always.

There is another branch, Satan essays to copy the
Christ.  In Isaiah xiv. 19 we find a powerful allusion
to the abominable branch. If the beautiful, glorious

"Branch has not taken root within us, sooner or later

the abominable branch will have his full growth within,
and his rottenness will eventually cause our utter °
decay. Thus would we be good for nothing but to be
cast into the fire. In the parable of the sower the
Master likens our heart to soil. Soil receives the seed,
and just as simply you may receive Him, the beautiful
and glorious Branch of the Lord.

I close with a word to fellow disciples. It is a
common adverse criticism concerning others, that he
or she is an earnest Christian, but not quite balanced.
The world has a right to look for Christians who are
white-heat enthusiasts, and at the same time, sane
and balanced. Brain specialists tell us that not one
person in the world is absolutely perfectly balanced.
The Master was the exception to the rule.” He was a
perfect man, and He died that His life should be
perpetuated in us. I love to ponder on the fourfold
picture of the perfectly balanced character of my
Saviour, Healer, Baptiser and King, for the promise
is that as we look unto Him we shall be changed from
‘‘ one degree of radiancy to another »’ (II .Cor. iii. 18)

The Temple of Living Stones (1 Peterii. 5)

By Mrs. TRENA M. SLAGLE

BELIEVE if we understood better the purposec
I of our ‘‘ light afflictions *’ there would not be so

much discontentment and discouragement in re-
gard to them. In these days even those claiming to
have the baptism of the Holy Ghost seem to want
always to be having an easy time; a shouting,
haltelujah time, with never a burden to bear, not even
for souls, Now if God should give us a life with
never a sorrow or testing, no temptations to resist,
nor burdens to bear, we would not be a fit stone for
the wonderful temple He is building.

The Temple Solomon built at Jerusalem was a type
of the one God is now building of *‘ lively (or living)
stones.”” We will find some of its characteristics mn
the Book of Chronicles. First, God was the archi-
tect. Second, the stones frv¢ the building were all
shaped, fitted and polished in the quarry, so that no
sound of hammer or other tool would be heard in the
building. Third, when finished its magnificence was
so great that its grandeur was sounded forth in all
the nations of the earth. Its

.GLITTERING RADIANCE
was so bright one could hardly look thereon. Inside
- and outside it was overlaid with fine and polished
gold. It was unique. No temple on earth was ever
built like this one, nor ever will be again. -

But beautiful as was this temple made with hands,

it was only a type of the one to be built of * lively
stones.”” These living stones are first to be chosen
stones. God has laid the chief corner stone, even
His only begotten Son, and now is searching in the
deep, dark quarries of sin for stones that will stand
the’ tests of the process through which they must
pass, in order to correspond with the great corner
stone. No depths are too deep for Him to descend,
no trouble or labour too intricate, if only the object
of His choice and love be willing and ~submissive.
Then the heart of Him of the nail-pierced hands will
be satisfied. When God finds one that will stand, He
reaches down the great derrick of His infinite love,
and draws him up out of the dark quarry of sin into
the light of His love, takes the blood of His Only
Begotten and washes away the mud and mould and
slime of sin. When cleansed from all sin He puts
His agencies to work at the
SHAPENING PROCESS.

Some think that when they are cleansed they are at
the end of the process, and if they are tempted or
have tests and trials after that, they are not sancti-
fied, and cast aside their experience. To be sanctified
is to be cleansed from all sin and uncleanness and
set apart for a holy purpose. God’s purpose is to
shape, fit and polish us for our little niche in His
great and wonderful temple. We may be clean, set
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apart, but still entirely too large and rough. There
are too many bumps and jagged edges protruding,
so that others coming in contact with us are not
helped, but hurt; and some stumble and fall. So
necessarily, the chiselling process has to begin, and
some of us are of such hard granite that it takes
hard blows and sharp thrusts to do a complete work.

If we are really sanctified and submit to the
chiselling, the work will be accomplished rapidly;
but if we murmur and fret, thinking our lot too hard,
the work will be greatly hindered, and may never
be perfected. What a terrible loss to us and to Him
who has put such priceless expenditure upon us, to
have ‘it prove fruitless. ‘‘ All things work together

for good ’—do we believe it? Then be still and’

let Him work out His design. It may take a hard
process to fit us, but let us be so thapkful that we
are chosen, that we will rejoice at every

STROKE OF THE CHISEL,
and trust completely the Master-workman, knowing
that He watches carefully the work of each separate
stone—holding still while being shaped and fashioned
until perfect in form and small enough to fit into our
little niche, and wondrously alive. It is wonderful
how God can do it, but it pays to be very careful
that we do nothing to mar the beauty of His work.

Now we are washed, we are cleansed, we .are
chisclied into a semblance of the Great Pattern. Are
we through with the process? Ah, no! We are
to be polished stones. We remember Solomon’s
Temple shone so that one could scarcely look thereon;
it was so beautiful that it was the talk of all the
nations. That was the type. Jesus, the chief corner
stone—we are to be ‘‘ to the praise of His glory.”
We read Ephesians i. 13-15, and we ask ourselves :
Is it possible for us who have once been in the
awful quarry of sin to be polished to such an extent
as to be ‘‘ to the praise of His glory ’? Yea, ¢ all
things are possible with God,” and ‘‘ all things are
possible to him that believeth.” He can prepare us
if we will let Him.

It is true, the polishing process is a constant irrita-
tion and more trying to the spiritual nerves than the
chiselling, but one’s love should have grown with the
former processes so much, that nothing now will
seem too hard to go through, in order to be made

to the
PRAISE OF HIS GLORY.

Then, too, your eyes have become so illuminated that
you begin to see what it means to be one of the
stones in this magnificent and unique building. When
we are polished until we reflect His image, then are
we of infinite worth to Him. No more the red flag
of rebellion is flaunted in His dear face, but always,
under every circumstance, it will be, ‘* Not my will,
but Thine be done.”” His will for us will be sweeter
than all else. Oh the sweetness that will come into
our lives then! A perfect resting in our Father’s
will! A perfect confidence in His love! That is
a foretaste of heaven. When we reach this stage
we begin to be a peculiar stone, so unlike the mass
we left in the quarry, that they doubtless will want
nothing more to do with us, and will probably cast
out our names as evil for the Son of Man’s sake.

-also is polishing us.

But we will ‘‘ count it all joy,” knowing that that
So we keep sweet and press
on. We are ready now to show forth the praise of
Him who has called us, beginning to realise that
‘“ all things work together for good to them . . .
who are called”’; that God, the great architect, doeth
all things well.

Now the glittering brightness begins to reflect, as '
did the face of Moses, only this :

" BRIGHTNESS INCREASES

more and more unto the perfect day. How yon will
long now for others to know of this wondertul ‘life ¥
How you will pray and use every opportunity to this

- end. You will not care what people say, so long as-

there is a chance to win a soul into this blessed life.
Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, and you,
too, will be about your Master’s business. Oh how
marvellous is the boundless love of God! And when
ours is made like unto His, they will flow together,
work together in a sweet oneness that cannot be ex-
pressed by mortal tongue. Then we will have the
experience that Jesus spoke of when He said: *‘ In
the world ye shall have tribulation, but in Me ye shall
have peace.” We will have peace in Him while going
through the tribulation. Oh blessed life in Him!
Who would not be willing to go through anything .
to have it? Can we aflord to lose the process of
being fitted into this temple with Jesus—to be so in-
separably linked with Him that through the ages we
will give Him praise?

Solomon overlaid the Temple within with pure gold.
Pure gold represents the righteousness of God. When
shaped, fitted, polished, we shall be clothed upon
with Christ’s righteousness. Then will He not be
ashamed to present us to the Father. Then will
all the angels understand what was a mystery to
them, when God gave His only begotten Son to
die for a fallen race. Then will they understand His
wisdom and His love as never before, and will -

BOW IN ADORATION
at His feet and give Him glory for evermore. Will
we endure? Will we go with Him through all that
comes, without a murmur, that we may be to the
praise of His glory to all eternity? God help us to
see the value of the prize at the end of the race.

There is a legend that when they got to the tap
or cap-stone of the Temple, it could not be found,
but after long search someone found it covered over
with rubbish. It was such a peculiar stone, there
seemed no place where it would fit, and someone had
cast it into the rubbish pile. So if He makes of you
such a pecular stone that you are considered fit only
for rubbish, for Jcsus’ sake you can well afford to
go through, for you may be a special stone in the
temple of living stones. He docs not ask us to do
the work of fitting, but to hold still and trust with
deepest confidence while He does it. Yes, we will
let Him keep us so polished that we will shine for
Him even here in this world « f sin; then to be noise-
lessly slipped into our little niche there, to remain
for ever held by the cement of God’s unchanging
love. He does it all and then gives us the reward.
O Jesus! How we will cast our crowns at Th
sacred and pierced feet, and crown Thee Lord of all!
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Let me Hide in Thee

Mes J. I. McCLrLLAND.
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no fear can be, can be.

Bible Study Helps

TWELVE STEPS IN THE LIFE OF
FAITH.

1. The Word of Faith (Rom. x. 8) is to
be preached in

2. The Spirit of Faith (II. Cor, iv. 13)
and heard with

3. The Hearing of Faith (Gal. iii. 2), to be
followed by

4, The Obedience of Faith (Rom. xvi.
26).. This is rewarded by

5. The Righteousness of Faith (Rom. iv.
13), thus bringing one into

6. The Household of Faith (Gal. vi. 10)
{0 enjoy

7. The Joy of Faith (Phil. i 25) and to
work

8. The Work of Faith (I. Thess, 1. 3),
to pray

9. The Prayer of Faith (James v. 15), to
put on '

10. The Breastplate of Faith (I. Thess.
v. 8) and to use

11. The Shield of Faith (Eph. vi. 16) in
fighting
12)12. The Good Fight of Faith (I. Tim. vi.

A MESSAGE FOR THE WORRIED.
1. Our Health,
Paul said: ‘“ My God shall supply all

your need ” (Phil. iv. 19),

2. Our Circumstances.
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David said: * Fret not thyself > (Psalm
xxxvii. 1).

3. Our Future,
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Christ of res-ur -rec-tion ful- ness, Let me hide in
my- self, my - self in Thee.

Christ said: * Let not your
troubled >’ (John xiv. 1).

heart be

Theé.
THE EVERLASTING GOD.

(1satah xI. 28).

International Copyrigh: by Hall-Mack Co.
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n 1, God the Father {Psalm xc. 2).
2. God the Son (Rev. i. 8).
3. God the Holy Spirit (Heb. ix. 14).

Palestine Jews expect Messiah

NEW Messiah who will become King of the

Jewish nation and whose appearance will put

to an end the next world war is predicted by
the orthodox Jews of Palestine.

They declare that He will be a Superman and that
His kingdom will be a great centre from which will
radiate peace and brotherhood extending throughout
the entire world.

"The revelation of the Messiah will be preceded by
the rebuilding of the Temple, they say, adding that
this will cause the enmity of many nations, especially
those of the Moslem world. The last world war will
focus itself in Palestine, and at the critical moment,
when all appears lost, the Messiah, coming from
heaven, will gain a decisive victory, according to
predictions. It is said he will immediately be pro-
claimed King, the first of the Jewish nation in twenty
centuries. .

50,000 JEWS BELIEVE.

Of the 150,000 Jews in Palestine, most of whom
have returned there from the four corners of the earth
since the war, at least 50,000 are expecting develop-
ments to transpire rapidly, until at an unexpected
moment the Messiah will be revealed. ‘‘ The Jews
are praying every day for the coming of the Messiah,"’
declared the president of the town council of Peta
Tivka, the largest Jewish agricultural colony in
Palestine.

‘‘ The Jews believe that at some time a Messiah
will come who will bring good not only to the Jews,
but to the whole world,”’ remarked D. Smithson,
who was decorated for distinguished service in Pales-
tine during the war. *‘‘ This idea is spreading through-
out the country,”” he continued.

‘‘ The movement to Palestine, the settling on the
land and the building up of the Jewish national home,
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is the forerunner of the Messiah,” declared Ephraim
Sacks, formerly of Chicago, now president of the
Town Council” of the beautiful orange-producing
colony, Rehovoth.

The ideal of the restoration of the Temple just
prior to the coming of the Messiah is soon to be
realised, they hope. Ever since the destruction of
their last Temple in A.D. 70, by the Roman Emperor
Titus, the Jews have gathered daily at the famous
 wailing wall ”” in Jerusalem, praying for the re-
building of the Temple. The invasion of the Moslems
in the seventh century resulted in the erection of thc
mosque of Omar, the third most sacred shrine of
Islam.

* The Mosque of Omar will be torn down soon,
and a wonderful temple like Solomon’s shall be built
there ! ”’ happily exclaimed a rabbi, as he was look-

ing out over the Temple area from a window of his
synagogue.
APPEAL TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

A group of Jerusalem Jews has actually sent a
petition to the League of Nations asking for a por-
tion of the old Temple site to be awarded to the
Jewish nation. The shelving of this petition by the
Leaguc has not daunted their hopes for a restored
Templc. So sincerely are they expecting it that a
class of prospective priests are being taught the per-
formance of ‘the sacred rites of the Temple sacrifices.

The restoration of the Temple will create animosity
amongst the surrounding nations, they fear. The
nations of the world will fight against Jerusalem in
the near future,” declares one of the largest manufac-
turers in Jerusalem. ‘‘ The leaders of the Jews
sensc the situation, but they are afraid to express
their opinions publicly,”’ he remarked.—Sel.

In the Garden with the Gardener

By SARAH E. FOULKES

I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment; lest any hust it, I will keep it night and day.
—Isaiah xxvil. 3.

LOWERS, it has been said, are the beautiful
F hieroglyphics of nature by which she indicates

how much she loves us. But when God reveals
His love to us in Christ flowers become the language
of that love—pure, fragrant and beautiful.

The great agnostic, Luther Burbank, knew the
garden as it is given few men to know it. Yet, how
lacking was his knowledge of the garden, in that it
did not include within its grand attainments the friend-
ship of the Gardener.

The deepest praise that overflows the infinite well-
springs of a heart that has been redeemed from sin
comes from the love that surpasses knowledge, and
embraces within its conscious enjoyment the garden
and the Gardener. .

We remember the day the Gardener passed our
way and lifted us from the dusty waysides of sin,
and transplanted us in the midst of His peaceful
garden. How exquisitely beautiful is God’s garden!
And how incomplete is life and happiness when we
know not ourselves as the flowers of God’s righteous-
ness, and hear not the voice of the Gardener day by
day and know mnot His tender care as we grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

What are these flowers everywhere about us in
God's garden? There is the violet, self-effaccd, hiding
behind its showy leaves. In God's garden the violct,
looking helplessly to Him and esteeming others better
than itself is

THE FLOWER OF HUMILITY.
And bccause it has abased itself and taken a lowly
place, but kept a lofty look, God has exalted it and
robed it in the purple of royalty.

Near the violet grows the ever-blooming red rose.
This is the sturdy bloom of faith, ever increasing be-
cause it keeps under the crimson Blood. Red rose
of faith, strong, healthy, vigorous! It uses its thorns,

the Sword of the Spirit, to ward off the fiery darts of
the wicked one. Faith and humility grow together in
God’s garden. Side by side, the wise Master-gardener
plants the meek and lowly violet with the flaming,
courageous red rose of dauntless faith. ‘‘ For,”’ ex-
plains the Gardener, *‘ the soul can never have morc
of true faith than it has of true humility.”’

We turn down the garden path and there at our
feet grows an alluring bed of pansy blossoms, with
faces upturned to God in love unfeigned. Their ways
are open, simple and pure. They are God's flowers
of prayer. Their hearts are ever open and uplifted
to Him in living trust and love. God’s garden 1Is
a maze of pansy blooms. They line the walks, and
edge the plots. They are massed together in colour-
ful beds of rich purple, golden yellows, deep maroons
and delicate lavenders. ** Where two or thrce are
gathered together in My name,” the Gardener de-
clares, ‘“ therc am I in the midst.”” Prayer outpoured
from a unison of kindred hearts opens the flood-gates
of pentecostal power and releases a flood of hcaven’s
overflowing blessings. .

Rambling indifferently in the garden is a mornmng-
glory vine, speaking of belicvers who are

NEVER ESTABLISHED

in the faith. They ramble here, and go therc, to this
church and to that, ever seeking but never acquiring.
Then, too, this aimless vine blooms for the Gardener
only on six-hour shifts. It slecps most of the timc,
closing up its heart to Him. The Gardener’s love
is tender and full of mercy. He works untiringly, per-
suasively, but thc vine does not bring forth lasting
beauty or fragrance because of the sheer inconsistency
of its faith.

Over yonder are flowers with innocent eyes, hearts
of dew, petals soft and dainty as a baby’s hand. The
Gardener calls them forget-me-nots. Giving them-
sclves to Him, dedicating their days in thoughtful re-
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membrance of others and in shameless disdain of self,
patient with weakness, tender with impotence, long-
suffering with ignorance, how rare and how precious
they are. ‘‘ Inasmuch,” encourages the Gardener,
*‘ as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, My
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”’

“How noble and strong are the trees in God’s garden !
Like-majestic pillars in His cloud-raftered temple, they
stand and *‘ look to God all day and lift their leafy
arms to pray.”’ Arms uplifted in prayer, they are
worshipping, praising, and magnifying the pame of
the Lord. How niagnificent are the trees in God’'s
garden, strong-trunked, delicate-branched, bearing
abundantly the fruits and gifts of the Spirit of God.
"“In the garden where the Gardener has planted His
trees 'some flowers are trespassing. They are vainly

TRYING TO GROW IN THE SHADE

and are tall, spindly, and pale. They have no strength
and must be tied up to keep from sprawling over.
They refuse to come out in the open with a bold con-
fession of faith. They repiningly cling to their frail-
ties and failings as ‘‘ thorns ** or perhaps, ‘‘crosses.’”
Their faith is as weak as their colour. Their natural
beauty is marred since they refuse to come out where
the Sun of Righteousness shines with healing in His
wings, and sheds His glory upon them.

In the midst of the garden, vital, throbbing with life
and bearing rich clusters of luscious fruit, grows a
resplendent vine. This is the true Vine. The Vine
and its branches live in vital union, and cleave one to
another in a tenacity of living purpose that bears
Clusters heavily laden with fruit, the new wine of the
Spirit, the fruit-yielding life and ministry born of
Chtist in God. ‘I in you and you in Me.” is the
glorious and united testimony of Vine and branches.
- There is a noisy scampering through the vines. It is
a playful litter of small foxes. Foxes in God’s
garden! Yes, but the Gardener is after them, for
they spoil the vines. The work of catching the foxes
among the vines and flowers in God’s garden is His
work., Hallelujah! He rids the garden of its des-
poilers, while the flowers and fruit grow in grace and
beauty and distil upon the vagrant breezes of summer
their fragrant perfume. ‘‘ I the Lord do keep it . ..
I will keep it night and day,”’ is the assuring promise
of the Gardener to the flowers in His garden.

" A wall of rough-hewed rocks encloses the sides of
this lovely, peaceful garden. Christ is our Rock, our
dwelling-place throughout all generations! Over the
Rock wall, rough-hewed with

) THE SCARS OF CALVARY,

in a profusion of alluring colour and diffusing an
enticing fragrance, bloom flowers of wondrous charm
and delicacy. The name of these choice blooms is
love, undying, faithful and true. Sweet peas the
Gardener calls them. Some are pure white, washed
so by the blood of the Lamb. Others are flaming
cerise, burning with love’s undying zeal. Still others
are dainty lavender, giving out the compassionate
sympathy and sweet understanding of love, while
others are mottled in colour. This is the love that
covers a multitude of sins and bears all things with
silence. These delicate pink, lavender, vari-coloured

blooms of love cling with strong tendrils to the racks
over which they climb. Love is ever clinging to God
in Christ, for God is love and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God. The Gardener’s work in the soul is
never finished until it blossoms into love.

Flowers! Flowers! They are everywhere in God’s
fragrant garden, all sown with seed incorruptible, by
the Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever.
Planted by Him, the flowers are rooted in His love:
Their chaste, unsullied beauty are His joy for ever.

Perfume! From the fragrant heart of this sweet
garden the incense of prayer ascends to the Throne
through the day and into the night. The prayers of
the flowers are their perfume. And how acceptable
to God are these fragrant prayers. These selfless
prayers, perfume-distilled from the chaste hearts of the
flowers, is the incense that wafts and lingers for ever
around His throne on high.

Busy bees drone and buzz back and forth, whisper-
ing God’s secrets to the listening hearts of the flowers
while o .

THEY GATHER HONEY
by the hour. The bees know the glorious hope of His
coming and waste not a moment in vain repining or
idleness, but improve every shining hour in gather-
ing, not the bitter but the sweet !

Bees and butterflies hum and drone and flit colour-
fully in and out of the garden. But it is really the
song - birds’ neighbourhood. Everywhere gaily-
feathered birds, unspoiled by fear, are perched on
tree or shrub, their tiny throats opened wide in joyful
peans of praise to God. There is no hungry ‘* chirp-
chirp-chirp *’ in this sunlit garden. All is glory and
praise to God, the great Creator who became the
Saviour. How precious to the Gardener are the
flowers, birds and bees, all dependent upon His care,
and endless in their love and devotion to Him !

Where is this endearing garden, fragrant and lovely,
where the presence of God is distilled like the dew of
a June morning? Within the adoring hearts of His
obedient children God makes His fruitful garden.
From the broken and fallow ground of their contrite
hearts the divine Gardener brings forth the flowers
and fruits of righteousness to the glory and praise of
His matchless name. Your heart, and mine, freed
from sin, is the Eden of God in which Christ gathers
the flawless flowers of the soul’s perfection.

To grow in God’s garden, to know Christ’s loving
care, to hear His tender voice, to bear the fragrant
blooms of righteousness and holiness is to know the
Edenic peace and joy- and splendour that creation knew
before sin entered Paradise and made a barren Sahara
of the human soul.

A garden is a lovesome thing,
God wot,
Rose plot,
Fringed pool,
Fern’d grot
The veriest school
Of peace; and yet the fool
Contends that God is not—
Not God; in gardens!
When the eve is cool!
Nay, but I have a sign;
'Tis very sure God walks in mine.
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The Scripture Union Daily Portions :

Sunday, December 3rd. Titus ii. 1-15.

*“ Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity
(verse 14).

The Lord did not die to save us from
some quuxty——lt was to save us from all.
Iniquity is simply that which is contrary
to the nature and will of God. Christ
died therefore to make us like God—He
died that we should love the will of God.
The Cross of Christ does not relieve us
from the necessity for righteous living;
it necessitates it. No one can rightly
understand the Cross and then continue
in sin. The Cross is the root of beauti-
ful words, beautiful actions, beautilul
thoughts. From the Cross there springs
the forgiveness of our bad character, but
from the Cross there also springs the
impetus for good character. If He died
for sin, then we must not continue in sin.
If He died to exhaust the penalty against
our unholiness then we must live our
lives unto holiness. On the Cross the
death blow was given to the ugliness of
sin. On the Cross life was given to the
beauties of holiness.

Monday, December ath, Titus iii. 1-15.
‘1 will that thou affirm constantly *’
(verse 8).

What is this that must be affirmed con-
stantly? What is this thing that must
never be forgotten? It is that those who
have believed in God must be careful io
maintain good works. Careful? Yes,
careful! We must not let our actions
run wild; we must take care of them.
We must guard our actions so that they
do not cause any harm to anybody. We
must be careful lest our careless manner
brings sorrow to some sensitive heart.
We must be careful lest our ways drive
some soul, who is struggling to keep on
the narrow way, aside into some bypath
of backsliding. Our good works must
not be dependent upon the good works of
others. Even if others are thoughtless
toward us, maybe even rough and cruel,
we must still be careful to maintain good
works toward them. Don’t meet bad
works with bad works. Meet bad works
with good works. Is your neighbour
bitter toward you? Then wait your
time—maybe that neighbour will fall
sick. Then is your time! A bunch of
grapes or the breast of a well-cooked
chicken will win a great victory.

Tuesday, December 5th, Ezekiel i. 1-16.
*“ And they had the hands of a man
aunder their wings ” (verse 8).

Veiled hands! Such were the hands of
the cherubim. Those hands could be
seen if necessary, but usually they were
hidden under the wings. Veiled hands!
Such should ours be. There_are many
veiled hands in the service of God. Who
put the flowers on the pulpit table? We
do not know. Some hands did the pleas-

Meditations by PERCY G. PARKER

ing work.
hands.

offering ?
did not see the hand. Who painted that

But we did not see those
Who put the 10/- note into ihe
Some hand did it. But we

lovely text on the wall? Some hand did
it. But we did not see the hand. Who
fed the hungry? Who bound up the
wounds? Who smoothed the pillow? Oh,
yes, the hungry are fed, the wounds are
bound up, the pillow is smoothed but the
hands that did the work are not pro-

minent. Thank God for veiled hands.
Wednesday, December 6th. Izekiel
iii. 1-15.

* Thou art not sent to a peaple of a
strange speech . . . but to the house of
Israel ** (verse 5).

We are not all called to be missionaries.
We are not all called to go abroad and
learn a strange language in order that we
may speak to the natives. Most of us
are sent to preach to those of our own
tongue. No language preparation is
necessary. The only necessity is that of
heart preparation. The language of the
heart is what the masses yearn to
hear. We therefore need a great
heart preparation. Out of the fulness
of the heart the lips will speak
We are not sent to Africa—but a lonely
soul comes to our door. To that one we
can speak. We are not sent to China—
but a perplexed life is brought into touch
with ours. To that one we can speak.
Speak just a word for Jesus where you
are. Don’t wait for the larger sphere—
speak now. Maybe when we have proved
ourselves faithful in our own language
that God will send us to preach to those
of another tongue.

Thursday, December 7th.
16-27.

*“ Then I arose and went forth into the
plain ** (verse 23).

A plain is not an attractive place. Give
us mountains—give us valleys and
rivers. Give us the fascinating view,
But Lzekiel went forth into the plain,
He had been promised a view—an inter-
view. An interview with God. God would
speak to him. He could speak with
God. Such an interview is far better than
the finest view. The plain becomes
glorious. A desert with God is belter
than a magnificent seascape without Him.
Better have Salisbury Plain with God
than the beauties of Wales without Him.
It may be a plain room, a plain office,
a plain shop, a plain hall, but when God
says ‘‘ Arise, go forth into the plain,
and I will talk with thee,”’ then the place
of monotonous plainness is far better
than the place of dazzling beauty.

F8riday, December 8th, Ezekiel
1-18.
* As I sat in mine house . . . the hand

g)f the Lord God fell upon me (verse

Ezekiel iii.

viii.

Special visitations from God still take
place. As I sat in mine house . . . As
I sat in my office . . . As I sat in my
shop . . . As I sat in my motor,
the hand of the Lord fell upon me. Posi-
tion does not control revelation. We can
well understand the hand of God falling
upon us as we sit in the Church. But
God is not limited to the Church. In
your sick room—in your garden—in your
home, there the hand of the Lord may
fall upon you. We never know the
moment when God wishes to specially
speak to us. Therefore we should al-
ways be tuned in to heaven. How sad
it is when God speaks and we are so
noisy that we cannot hear, Maybe that
to-day will be a day of special visitation
from on high. Maybe the miracle may
take place to-day. We will be ready.
Then with the new vision will come the
new mission.

Saturday, December 9th. Ezekiel xi.
14-25. ’

“ 1 will put a new Spirit within you
(verse 19).

In the new Spirit which God gives there
is unselfish love, there is patient endur-
ance, there is sympathy to all, there is
no self-vaunting pride, there is no boast-
fulness, there is no unseemly behaviour,
no foolish joking, no self-seeking, - no
quickness of temper, no evil thoughts to-
ward others, no pleasure when others
fail. but true joy when others are pros-
perous. The new Spirit God gives hates
sin but loves whatsoever is pure and
true, it patiently bears misunderstandings
and persecution, it always hopes for the
best in others, and is not discouraged
at opposition. The Spirit that God gives
never fails us in an emergency, but finally
triumphs over every evil and every enemy.
The new Spirit that God puts within us
is a foretaste of heavenly citizenship
on earth.

The Secret Place

Oh the subtilty of this Adam
naturee. When we go mto our
closet and shut the door no one
sees us, no one hears us but God.
It is not the place to make a fair
show. No one is present before
whom to make a little display of
our devotion. No one is there to
behold our zeal for the Lord. No
one is there but God ; and we know
we dare not attempt to make Him
believe we are different from what
we really are. We feel that He is
looking through us, that He sees us
and knows us thoroughly. If evil
is lurking within we instinctively
feel that God is searching us; for
evil shall not dwell with Him. Abh,
it is a searching spot—alone in the
presence of God. Little wonder so
many beg to be excused from
spending much time there. —W.S.
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EDITORIAL

Scarborough.

FouRrsQUARE believers everywhere will rejoice that
God is answering prayer for Scarborough. The east
coast in bleak Novembe: days is not too inviting, and
a revival campaign in a vast skating rink on the sea-
shore may not be just the ideal place for attracting
crowds; but the Spirit of God is doing the work and
encouraging results are forthcoming.

Below is a report, just to hand as we go to press,
telling of trophies won for Christ and of healings
following the preached Word and of crowds capti-
vated by the old evangel of the Cross.

I. Peter 1iii. 15.

IT was in a small township somewhere among .the
heather-clad hills of bonny Scotland. The scene was
a shop”which, by the way, was-full-of people, .He
was a rough man -and she one of those old.stalwarts
of the faith so rarely Seen in these modernistic days.
Knowing her godly life and testimony he, thinking
to make sport of religion in general and her faith in
particular, smartly shot out the old time-worn ques-
tion: ‘ Where did Cain get his wife from? »? * 1
dinna ken,’’ said she with true Scottish accent, *‘ You
see, I was not at his wedding. But, tell me, sir,
where did your grandfather get his? ” I dinna
ken,” said he. ‘‘ Aye,” retorted the good lady, to
the discomfiture of the would-be champion of a lost
cause: ‘‘If you were half as much interested in
your soul’s salvation as you are in Cain’s wife, you
might be a better man.”

Words timely spoken and steeped in prayer can
thus become the barbed arrows of the Spirit to bring
conviction home to the heart of the scoffer.
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It is a tragedy to pass through this world of ours
and miss God’s plan for us.
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P