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The Elim Evangel

FOURSQUARE ON THE WORD OF GOD
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The Position of Divine Healing in the Church To-Day

By AIMEE SEMPLE McPHERSON.

HE Lord Jesus forever settled the position of

I Divine healing in the Church:

First, Jesus Christ Himself hcaled the sick.

Second, He commissioned His twelve disciples to
go out and prench the gospel, heal the sick, cast out
demons, freely as they had received so freely were
they commanded, by the Lord, to give.

Third, He commanded the seventy to go out imo
the towns, cities, and villages of the realm, to preach
the gospel, heal the sick, raise the dead, rleanse the
lepars ani cast out demons.

Fourth, He comimissioned the five hundred dis-
ciples to go into all the world, preaching the Word
and healing the sick, promising, ** These signs shall
follow them that believe; in My Name they shall
cast out demons . . . they shall lay hands on the
sick and they shall recover " (Mark xvi).

Fifth, He set Divine healing in a permancnt place
ir. the Church when, just previous to His ascension,
He wuftered the list commission—the great commis-
sion to the Church—the commission under which
every minister and evangelist in the world is ordained
and set aside, '* Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature and these signs shail
follow them that believe—they shall lay hands on
the sick and they shall recover,” but—said Jesus,
* Tarry first in the city of Jerusalem until ye Le
endued with power from on hgh.”’

Sixth, Divine henling was given its positivn in the
Church, undoubtedly and unquestionably, whea Christ
continued to heal the sick throughout the long years
which followed after His ascension to the Throne »
God. - The Acts of the Apostles, which iz the his-
tory of the early Church, is filed with instances of
healing and Divine miracic power.

Seventh, Divine healing was given its position in
the Church unquestionably for all time to come hy
James, the President of the Ministerial Federation
in Jerusalern, who in James v, 14 gave instructions
t¢ the eldets, Christian workers, and the believers
ot all time to come, concerning the healing of the
sick, **TIs any sick among you? Let him call for
the elders of the chutrch; and et them pray over him,
anointing him in the Name of the Lord, and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick and the Lord sha!l

raise him up, and if he have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him . . . the effectual fervent prayer
of the righteous man availeth much.”

Divine healing, then, bhas nut enly a place in the
Church, but that place is a God-given place, wit-
nessed to by the prophets, attested by the disciples,
proven by the ministers all down through the years,
and stands a great, living, flaming coal upon the
altars of the Almighty whereby the sick, the wedR,
the necdy, may warm their soul, their body and be
made whole,

The gifis and callings of God are without repen-
tance.

Heaven and carth may pass, but not one jot ur
tittle—not one apostrophe or period—of God's Word
shall be removed. His promises are yea and amen
to everyon: that believeth, and Jesus Christ is still
the same, yesterday, to-day and forever.

A rFEw years ago when I began to preach the
Gospel of Divine Healing, it was a very much op-
poseil teaching. Peupie as a whole coasidered such
a one a crank or a fanatic, and thought the preachers
of this blessed truth to have set themselves ar him-
self up as a healer or a miracle worker. Many de-
clared that it was naught but bypnotism, To-day this
condition is mughtily changed and Divine healing has
become almost universal. One can scarcely enter a
town, bhamlet or willage without meeting a Mr.
Brown, Mrs., Smith, or Mr. Jones who has been healed
of paralysis, ruberculasis, and cancer by the power
of prayer, and who affirm with proof that Jesps
Christ has marle them whole.

In Angelus Tempie alone there are thousands of
people who have been healed., The great army has
swelled to such amazing proportions, it is no longer
«# subjeet to be ignored nor one to be turned aside with
a light statement that ** there is no such thing.” The
fact that they are not only living examples of
Divine healing, but Divine health can no longer be
hid in a basket in the bullrushes, it is crying to come
forth and lead the bondsmen into liberty.

Divine healing has taken its place—it has come
into its own.

There are other churches beside those of the
Foursquare Gospel that are preaching Divine healing.
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Many places report deflinite answers to prayer.  Ia
the United Brethren Church, several pasturs, koown
personally hy me, are dcﬁmtely ancinting the sick
uand praying for them. Several Methodist Episcopal
Churches are praying for the sick with great success.
Others there are also being pressed into prayer for
the sick by the demands of their people. Dissatis-
fied congregations are saying, ‘° They pray for the
sick in such and such a church and if you want o
keep us at home, why don’t you pray for your sick
p1rlsh|oners here? * Thus it is seme minisiers are
atternipbing to pray for the sick who are not rewarded
with results. The fact that they have been pressed
into such prayer by the people, without the reat
faitly, and because they do noi approach the subjedt
properly with all their souls, is the reason for this.

One finds 1t difficult to come straight from the clun
and worldly surroundings to preach this.great theme
o pray for the sick with resulls. Oune canuot rusn
in from a thoughtless life and be in the believing
faith spirit.  ive ministers whom 1 koow who pray
for their sirk who are not obtaining results are re-
gular attendants at theatres and have a waorldly
clientele. They are wondering at the absence of re-
sults and saying, “ If Jesus really heals the sick,
why doesn't Ile heal them when. I pray? There
must be some catch in it somewhere !

WE cannot approach the altar with unclean hanris
and a c¢old heart, and expect an answer to our prayers.

In Matthes  xvii. 14-20, a  hearthroken  father
bronght his son to Jesus. The Master had just come
down from the Mount of Transhguration with Peter,
James and John.  “* T lLrought hirn tu your disciples
and they could not cure him,’” said the father.

" Bring the child to Me,”" the Master replied, an.]
healed him.

" Master, why could not we cast the demon oue?
asked the disciples, very much chagrined.

“ This kind,"” answered the Lord, *‘ cometh not
out Lut by prayer and fasting.” The soul must be
pure, the hands c¢lean and the heart must be faith-
filled ere the power of God rests upon the believer.

Another nstince where the sick were prayed for
ir the Bible days without results is recorded.

One who had watched the Master heal, said to
himself :

“ Now, 1 can do it o
Dievil to come nut of 2 man.
made answer :

* Jesus 1 know, John | know, but who are you? **
and immediately leaped on him. One thing he who
prays for the sick must be sure of, is that he ap-
proaches the matter in the spirit of praver with heact
preparaticn, bolinese and ®obriety, with a sound foun-
dation of faith in Divine healing.

1 _have been praying for the sick for muore than
twelve years and the Lord has been pleased to heal

He commanded the
Whereupon the Devil
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thousands from all manncr of diseases among the
people. 1 speak as a wveteran in the field when [ say
that the reason so many preachers fail to olmain re-
sults In praymg for the sick is because of lack f
prepar.m{]n i the hearts of those who are prayed {ar
The mlmster who hangs a banner outside of the
building, * Divine healing such and such a night,”
and advertises himself as a  miracle man,” is pull
ing too hard on one rope. Some of these may be all
right at heart but T am afraid they-are appea]mg
too much to the physica! side, and the result is that
people are not invited to come to the altar for the
salvation of the soul.

WHex people come to meetings that have been sn
arlvertised they take the attitude:

“ [ hear a man is coming to heal the sick; [ guess
Ull go over and see what he can du for me.*"

They come without any faith in God, without their
eyes fixed on the Lord, without a foundation under
their feet, and it is wery difficu!t to point them ¢
Christ. | would steer clear ol a preacher who ad-
vertisend like that. T find it sometimes takes wecks
lo buikl up & meeting when following one who praxys
promiscunusly for the sick, and when [ see some-
one praying so for multitudes of unprepared folks,
I always keep my eyes open and say, “‘ [ won't judge
until I see huw these people testify.”” It 1 then one
knows whether they are definitely healed or not. It
is not always the man who says, ‘1 am healed,’
who really received his healing. It 1s rather he who
fixes his eyes on Jesus, who sees the truth of Diviae
healing in the Word and takes his stand firmly.

Dvvine healing is as a current that keeps on fow-
ing, it is as the turning on of an electric switch
Some people merely get a shock and never get in
where the power continues to flow; therefore, thew
blessing is but transitory.  Divioe healing that con-
tinues to flow is Divine health that only comes to
them who abide in Christ in the definite vine an.l
branch relationship.  This is seldom reached with-
out heart preparation.

Take the average evangelist; he says:

“We are gaing to have Divine healing herc 10
night, bring all your sick folk—we are going to priv
for them.”

That night the place is full  Come one, cone
all,”" he announces, and straightway begins to lay
hzmds upart them and pray. The people approadh
with no thought of being converted and they g
away unhcaled and the work resmmds o the dis-
credit of the meetings.

We have, through the past years, worked ou,
with a large degree of success, a better plan. o
had morning meetings at nine o'cluck, when either
I would address the people or have someone elsc
who really understood Divine healing and bring them
fundamental promises. We would have from four
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hundred to four thousand people, and at each of these
services we would give them the Word of God on
the subject of Divine healing. [ find that prople who
are sceking Christ as their great Physician have hearts
that are easily melted—it takes very little to bring
them to Jesus.

FIRST, we assure them that they must be bora
again—that is the first step. We put it this way:

“You must get on believing ground; you cannnt
reach the Lord from unbelieving ground.”

God hears only one prayer from the sinner, and thai
is, ** God, be merciful to me a sinner.”

““ Now, suppose I am a sinner; this morning [
have come to be prayed for, [ vome up the steps
to the platform and, being a sinner, if I were to pray
i must of necessity pray thus:

“ Lord, I am a szinner, I do not want to be a
Christian; T have no intention of being converted;
but Lord, I have rheumatism so badly that I can't
dance any more,; my hands are all crippled up with
it and I haven’t played a game of poker for a long
time; my ears are dull and I can't bear the vaude-
ville jokes very well; my eyes are poor and [ can’t
see the moving pictures—I can hardly make them out ;
I have no idea of being converted, but if you will
please heal me so I can go out and have a good time
and serve the Devil better, I will be wvery much
obliged.”” They immediately sec the absurdity of
secking healing under such conditions.

“ Now,” I say, ** suppose 1 am a Christian coming
for healing : as I come to the platform if 1 were 1o
pray aloud, I would say, © Here I am, Lord, forty-
five years old; 1 have donu naught for Thee in my
life—I am a miserable, disgraceful failure; never have
T won a soul for Thee; but if Thou wilt raise me up
to serve Thee, if You will spare me to do something
for Thee and for others, if Thou wilt heal my rheuma-
tism, I will work for Thee. Open my deaf ears su
. can hear the preached Word; heal my hands so I
can do for others; apen my eves so | may read the
good. Book.”” Immediately they see the difference.

THI Christian is taught to look up with simple,
child-like faith saying, ‘* Lord, I am Thy child and
I am Thy child then I am a joint-heir—by faith I
touch Thy garment--I take it Lord.”* That man is
healed then and there. ' .
Sevond, in trainmg the people to come by faith we
bid them to come looking to Christ and not to men.
Wae instruct them according to the Word to call upon
the Lord in the day of trouble and e will deliver
and bid them hold to the promises of God.
Suppose 2 man comes t0 the altar for salvation
#nd the Christian worker prays for him thus, “Lord,
wash this man, cleanse and save him.’’ Tf the sin-
ner does not pray, wiil he be saved? No; he will
not be. - But, if he transacts business with God and
niot with the worker, if he looks up and says, ** Lo,
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! helieve You died for mc and 1
Calvary right now,’”" and if he
does he got salvation? .

Yes, the worker has TulBled hiz mission in bring-
ings the man to Jesus; in pointing him to the Master,
but some who go to the altar are not saved because
they lock to the worker instead of to God.

It is the same way with Divine healing. You come
far prayer and i you come indifferently and T pray
for you, ‘' Lord, muke him whole—lLord, heal this
man ”—and you yourself do not call upon God for
heating, you will not be healed,

The two cases are parallel and the explanation is
easy to grasp.  You must believe God, reach up your
hands and eall wpon Him, forgedting all else th.n
that you want Him to save and heal you. ~ The Lord
will answer your prayer.

accept the work of
rets hold of Gul,

THE position of the minister who is praying for the
sick is explained by the instance of the healing . f
blind Bartimeus, who sat by the wayside begging.
He cried, * Lord Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy oo
me,"” and Jesus stood and commanded the disciples
to bring the blind man near unte Hinw

There we see the three persons  interested o
Divine healing—the Saviour, the minister and the
sick man. Herc is the position of the three and
this 1s what the three must do,

Jesus said to the preacher (the disciples) *' Go
bring the man near unte Me.” Quor positton is ts
point people to Jesus. We cannot heal them. You
could not insult vne of us more than to call us «
*“ healer.” Tt is to us just as much a sacrilege s
though you had called us 2 Saviour! The Master
said, * Go bring the sick mun aear to Me,”’ and our
method is the old-fashioned method emptoyed hLe
Moses and Aaron when the children of Israel wers
bitten by serpents. As they lifted up the brazen se--
pent, so we have lifted uvp Christ as the bleedin:
Laml of God, and we say to the sick and perishing
world, * Look and live! There is life for a look ! ™'

Our part is to point the world to Jesus; to get their
eyes fixed en Him; for * Himself took our infirmitiey
and carried our sicknesses.”” The moment they sce
the promises of God, then and only then, are they
healed by the power of God. :

Suppose for a mament that we pray for the sick
wils have not been prepared and built up in faith.
Suppose one comes who knows little about the Bible
and I pray for him and he is healed. Suppose the
next day their preacher comes rouwnd and says:

““ 1 hear you have been mixing with those people
~—and with the Healing Gospel. T tell vou that is of
the Devil.” Hre does not know the pruomises nor the
Scripture on the subject and they have no Bible foun-
dation on which t stand.

The Devil comes along, with his prod and be gives
the newly healed man a poke of rheumatism or that
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old liver trouble and * says,—"' Aha—-A-healed,; are
youP—a fne healing you bave,” and he gives him
another prod. And the poor man has no Sl::rlpture
sword with which to thrust back.

Therefore, 1 believe we are wronging our pecple
by praying for them before we give them the Scrip-
ture¢ with which to defend themselves. It is our duty
to show them how to use their sword and how +.
battle the _Dcvil “ Thy Word, O Lord, is a shield
and a buckler.'” .When ]esus met the Devil, He mot
him with, * It is written " -—-and the Devil .cowere!
in his lair.

(CONSIDER the man or woman who has been pro-
perly instructed as he comes to the test. He quotes
the Word of God : ** Himself took our infirmities and
carried our sicknesses—by His stripes we are healed
—I1 am the Lord that healéth thee-—hless the Lord
(). .my soul and forget net.all His benefits, who for-
giveth all mine iniguities and healeth all my diseases.

He goes off the platform after he has been prayad
for and says:

“ By faith 1 accepl it nnw, it is mine and [ walk
not by feeling but by faith.’

A newly healed man is just like Peter when i
watked on the water; Peter had faith. He didn’t put
one tbe in first, he jumped into the sea with fuil
faith, and as long as he kept his eyes on Jesus, he
continued to walk. There will come bolsterous waves
of testfhg 1o you as there were when Peter walked an
the sea. Before long the Devil is going to come
arpund—he will not et you go on without a storm.
~Peter walked out on the sea, yes—but hé saw the
boisterous waves and he probably cried, *‘ Oh, this
is going to roll over me *" and *¢ see that one u:}mmg—-»
Oh, oh,—I am surely going down.” That is the day
after you are prayed for. The sea will be boisterous
and tests will come. What are you going to du,
then, if you have no sure hand to hold you?

It the cduty of ev ery prt:acher or Christian worker
who prays for the sick to give them somethmg with
which” to protect themselves when the Devil ‘comes
around the next day,

** Thers is nothing in thls Dwme healmg, '’ soimne
unbelievers will 'say. ** It is not for torduy.  When
Jesus went away miracles ceased.'  With ‘voor
Bible tucked securely under your arm, you can sav
with confidence: *‘1 beg your pardon, but [ find
in the Bible that for centurles the sick were heale:!
and the lame walked.'" . S

‘" Well, it -was only for the disciples’ day, then
and ﬂfter they died, there was no more Divine heal-
ing.*

““1 beg your pardon again, but the Apostle Paul
preached it and experienced it in his own life. He
was healed first when the Lord had-taken .away his
snght on the road to Damascuq, but later restored his
vision .in answer to prayer.  Then apain, on the Isle
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of Malta. -You remember he had been preaching and
they. weré gathering kindling wood to make a fire and
a3 serpent fastened itself wpon his hand, but he just
shook it off into th¢ fire and it did not harm him,
Pretty neariy every evangelist has his own particu-
lar scorpion or serpent, 1 guess. It does not matter
whether you live here or somewhere else—there have
always been serpents from the Garden of Eden duwn
to-the Isle of Malta, ‘When the other disciples thought
Paul would die, he shook the :;e.rpent off and suffeu-‘l
no harm.

“ Now, if you say the Lord heals the sick, why
don't you tale up deadly serpents’ and-prove it?
a minister sonetimes asks me.  That is unreasonabls,
yet some who are big enough .to know better have
asked me that question. Scriptures cannat be single!
vut fike that but must be taken together—not sepa-
rate, For instance, we might take " the Scripture,

* Tudas went out and hanrred himself ¥ and  then
fgl]ow it with anuther verse, *' Go thou and do lilke-
wise.” No, they must be taken togeth&,r promise
and fulfilment.

" Well, you may be right about Divine healing ¥
the days of disciples,”’ some will grudgingly admt,
but I tell you after Jesus went to I!ea\ ren that ?l"ldLJ
:t LRl .

“q beg your pardon, preacher, but have you heard
what James said— he who was at the head of the church
in Jerusalem?  *° If _anv sick among you, let him
eall for the elders of ‘the church; apd let them pray
over him, anointing him with oil in the Name of the
Lord, and the prayer of failh shaﬂ save the sick, and
the Lord shall raise them up.”” That was long "after
Jesus had returned to the Father,

DiviNg healing has a place in the Church. What
place in the Church? How much place in the
Church? - What good is it going to do?

'First, what place? One-fourth place. Don’t over-
do it.  That.is, de not preach Divine healing to the
exclusion of all else or your hearers will fix their eyes
more on the flesh than on the spirit.

Here would be my illustration and instruction to
our workers on thatl -

When the man was dying with paISy, it tonk four ‘
ropes to let him down to Jesus. There he lay 'n
his home, utterly heipless, could 'aot. feed himsclf,
= hopeless, wretched case,
 Some of his neighbotrs - went to hear lesuz, the
Man of Galilee, and they saw Him beal the sivk; they
saw the blind receive their sight; they saw the para.
Iytic get up and walk, and they said to one another:

“ Let's go and get that hclptess, hopeless man and
bring him to Jesus.”

So they went, those four men, and I imagine thr:v
hurried into the sick room with some such greeting
as this: ** Brother, cheer up now, you have lain here
long enough; you are going to get up and earn your
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own living. You are going to be well and strong
again.

* Oh, my case IS too hopeles&," the sicl man un-

doubtedly replied. * Who could help me?

“ The Lord, thy God, will make thee
ame the cnnﬁdent anbwer -
. "They wrapped him up in a blanket, 1 presume, and
put a cap on his head and took his clothes under their
arms, because I believe they expocted him to e
healed. ‘The four men hehd cach a corner of the four-
square bed, and carried him to the house where Jesus
was preaching.  They found a crowd—a crowd in
every direction {it wiil always be thus when Jesus,
the great Physician, is there). So onc man must have
scrambled up the side of the house and chinned him-
self and at last was on the roof.  Ancther one siood
up, while a third climbed upon his shoulders. Then
they helped the third up, up, until he stood on the
shoulder of the second. The man on the roof reached
down and they pulled him up and the next and the
next unti! three were up; then they hoisted the man
up on the bed.

whole, "

THERE is no 1oof that you cannot go over when
you want o get t0 Jesus. [If there s anything o
hinder, go through it. The important thing is, get
to Jesus. There they were on the roof—and the next
thing they must have was four cords—the Scripture
FI'La]ﬂ]}- says, '‘ four cords.”  Three would not do,
they. must have four or they would topple the man
They needed more than the first cord of sal-
vatmn they nueded to have the second cord of the
Bapmm of the Holy Spirit and the deeper life,

The sveond man had the rope of the Raptism of the
Holy Spirit. Two ropes are good bul we need four
ropes- -we need the third rope of Divine healing. The
bed 15 more St':.,..id‘r with hres mpu. ‘hut 11,hnt we neerl

0

I have vead with deep interest the answer in the
curvent * Evangel * on Matt. xii. ‘yo.. May I venture
o point out that onr Lord said in that verse thot He
sitinild be three davs us well os ihree nights in the
heast of the earth. The answer given only accounts
for two days and three wights. 1 have read, on good
anthority,. that it is known that in the vear our Lord
died the Passoeer fell on Wiednesday, rath Nisaw, o
which day He ute the Passover and FHimself becane
the Passover Lawmh before the day ended. The next
day was the day of wnleavened bread which the ]e'ws'
were to heep as o memorial for ever nf their coming
nut, or deltverance from Egypt {Exodes xii 177
Aecepting this fuct that our Lovd died on Wednesday,
then we hdve fhis prophacy fulfilled of His being
ihree duys and three nights in the heart of the earth.

- We are Iully aware that suclh an explanation has ac-
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t: make it firm—is the fourth, and that is the second
comning of the Lord. Saviour, Baptiser, Healer, anl
Coming King—the oursquarc Gospel—for bedr,

-soul, spirit and preparation for the coming of the

Lord. Four men took four ropes and loweréd down
the bed through a four-cornered hole which they hat
made in the roof and ot their man to Jesus.

Jesus saw the man and he went to him, "' Thy
sins are furgi\ en thee ' {Jesus always puts first thmg"
first} ‘' rise, take up thy bed and walk."”

The man stood, hc stopped shaking, he could
straigrhten his knees and square back his shoulders.:

I believe the place of Divine healing in the Church
is one out of every four meetings. We don’t pray
for the sick every night, though two out of every
cight services are given to that corner of the Foue-
square Gospul,  Neither do we stress the Bapiismo
of the Hely Spirit, blessed as it is, to the place where
we think only of prayer meetings and forget about
sout winnintg. Nor do we preach the second coming
of the Lord, much as it theills our very souls to talk
of that blessed hope, to the extent that some do wha
get peaple so excited that they scll their possessions
and go out under a tree and wait fur the Lord.

Every corner of our Foursquare -Gespel is precious
and ‘we would not give up one; but we believe that
the Bible is a stretcher upon which we are to bear
£ sin-sick world to Christ and we must keep the four
ropes of the four corners of the Foursquare (Gospel
even, not overstressing one of them, lest we fail in
the one great task thé Master has given us—that s,
bringing the world to Him,

Above it all, there is the one great thing to remem-
ber—we can do naught of nurselves. If our lives
are yielded to Him, He can use us mtghnly, but 1t
i5 to Jesus alone that the world must come for sal-
vation, healing, peace ant blessing.

tually been published, but it is an impossible theory,
because from Wednesday to Sunday morning is four
nights. We believe that the answer glven in owr
issue of 1st June is the anly rational one. The Lanl's

‘spirlt was in the heart of the earth from 3 to & p.m.

on Thursday. It was quite customary to bp("‘lk of
part of a day as a day.

fu g.Fl.c puiable of Ten Virgins <were the ftve foolisk
vivgins Christians? If so, will all Christians not g+
te meet the Lord at the Rupture?

The parable refers to the caming of the Son of Man
1 judgment after the Great Tritbulation £37att xxiv.
29, xxv. l-—note the word, " then.”’} The Marriage
of the Lamb iakes place towards the end of the
Great Tribulation (Rev. xix. 1-7)  Faery member of
the Body of Christ will be caoghl up at the Raptore,
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Cured of Epileptic Fits

After Thirty-Four Years of Suffering

AM
you my .testi-
mony along as

1 think it is only

sending

|
right after suffer- '
ing for 34 yeass
with zpileptic  fits
and kidney trouble.
I have been under
many doctors an:l
also had treatment
at the Leeds dis-
pensary, but I got
no better.  When
1 heard that Prin-
tipal George  Jef-
freys was holding
revival and healing
services at the
Salem Centra
Hall, Leeds, I de-
cided to go. ]

[=

was anvinted and prayed for and as soon as the Prin-
cipal laid his hands upon me | felt the power of Godl
This power remained on me for twenty minutes. |
was perfectly healed and I do praise God 1 have nut
had a fAt since. Forever 1 shall serve Him. Glory
to His Name !—Mrs. Appleton (Leeds).

==

Rev, L. T Pearsun, who bas fur many years made a specot
study of the Holy Land, is again expecting to conduct a sl
party of Bible lovers to that lLand of the Bible—Palestine,
The tour will be of five weeks’ duration, allowing a full fort-
night in Palestine and several days in Egypt for a study of 1he
Great Pyramid and the tombs of the ancient Pharaghs. Travel
will be conducted under the most comfortable conditions both
on land and sea, and although the weather will be warm there
is nothing to fear for those whe are in good health and not ton
old. The main advantage of a summer visit is the greuily
reduced expense, which means a saving of ac least £30. The
total cost, inclusive of every incidental will be £B0, seconl
class, while frst cluss accommuidation can be provided for ke
extry charge of £20. Early application is essential and fu'l
particulars, together with a beautiful booklet (6d.) may be ob-
lained from Rey. L. T. Pearson, Elim Woodlands, Clarence
Road, Clapham Park, Londen, S.W.4. :

Eiim Evangelists in Africa

TRANSVAAL

The following extracts from private letters writien
by Mr. Hubert C. Phillips will be rend with interest
by our readers . — :

O-DAY is the 10th Muay, and my mind naturally
went back three months. 1 was sitting oa
some planks under a huge fig tree, the side

of the carpenter's bench | made last Monday. 1
looked round on the acre we had cleared, saw the con-
crete foundations and three pillars ten feet high, the
out-buildings with twa doors and two windows in
position, and contrasted it with moving off from
Southampton three months ago to-day, in the pour-
ing rain! How good the Lord has been in guiding
and keeping every moment! Then @ thought how
1 could just manage to cxpress simple things to the
natives in their own lingo, whereas then ] could only
badly pronounce ‘‘incivadi’’ ({i.e., book, letter).
Don’t think from the above that T will soon be able
tc. preach—it will be many months yet. I think the
language is ecasy in many senses—but the pronouuns
are a nightmare! Hundreds of them!

Nelspruit is 2 LEuropean village with a station on
the line from johannesburg 1o Delagoa Bay. The
chief occupation is fruit farming {citrus fruits) and tha
village comprises a4 few shops, two Banks, Post
Office, Farmers’ Hall (Town Hall} and Dutch Church.
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Africanse is the chief language, though English is
spoken by most people as well.

Nelspruit is an undulating land, about 2,000 feet
above sea level. It is surrounded on all sides by
hills and mountains. Rivers are fairly common, with
huge rocks and waterfalls. On most of the hills ar:
bare patches of rock and veldt. The roads are atro-
cious; at the rivers they are concreted and you wali
or drive through the water.

We have a. good native Christian called Pauius,
u sort of elder. A little while ago he was speakiny
on Noah, and said, ‘* He greased the outside of the
ark, so that the people’s hands trying to save them-
selves, slipped off.”” Yesterday, after | had spoken,
he was giving theoks, and Mr. Willmer told me, Y42
thanked God for the words he had heard, ‘‘nice brear
bot from the stove! ' They are very quaint, but of
course I don’t get to hear much of what they say.

There are just forty members (baptised) of the as-
sembly here. The mud church holds seventy and on
Sundays it is often about full.

. - .

It is Whit Monday. [ have never spent one like
it before. At 6.45 a.m., I was down at the church
site to meet a Dutchman 1 had booked for two days’
carpentry. After breakfast ] went with Mr, Willmer
(Post Master) to the blacksmith and then wie the
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Post Office to work., No svoner had he gone in thaa
he heard Letchwarth being ticked ol oo the tele-
graph instrument. He rushed out and called me and
tr o moment had the *° wireless,” It was a lovely
surprise ! {Letchworth  Convention  had  cabled o
nessage).

Had a busy day yesterday. Spoke at children's
meeting 10 a.m. Went to morming school at 11
Spoke at afrernvon meeting and then at white meet-
ing in the evening. Tt was a splendid meeting and
I felt we "were being prayed for. There were 38
present. I took [ule iv. 1B, etc. We put the six-
teenth pillar up in the church to-day-—the last. The
walls should be up 10 feet hipd a!l round in just over
a weelo

BELGIAN CONGO
Mr. Cyril E. Taylor, B.A., conlinues the accoun:
of his itinerary in the Congo :—

TILL aL Mutombo, we spent & nice quiet day of
S fellowship witih the local Christians who agreed
to forsake their gardens for a special day of
prayer. We started with an curly morning meeting
at 8 o'clock, followed by another at 12 noun, which
continued till 3 p.m.

MNext day we left for Kollo, and in the path jusi
autside limits of the gardens we saw the fresh spore
of a herd of eland who had just galloped away to
some frosh feeding groond.  How  taoalising  are
such sights when the larder is bare! But, praise

God, He may be driving it away from one place, only

to drive it in again at a more needy moment.

AL Kollo, one of our lads fainted away on the path
and had tn be restored. Praise God, after prayer,
a rest and a little food, he was later able to continue,
though he could not get in fill after nightfall, and,
alas ! he carried the tent and the bucket. But this
is all part of the enjoyment and belps us to appre-
tlate these luxuries a littie more when they da arrive
in time. At Kolle they brought our a2 magniicent
python skin—it must have been over 18 feet long,
and so beautifully marked.  Andelio, the evangelist
from Kyala related to us how a woman at this very
village had gune to her garden in the forest with her
-child and had set down her offspring on a mat, and
bad gone on to do her gardening. When she e
turned, which was nearly an-hour later, imagine her
horror and surprise to find one wof these massive
moma (python snakes) coiled up close to her child,
which it had already licked all over preparatory to
swullowing. The woman screamed and raised the
wlarm, ail fetwehed the men-folk of the village wan
chased it off, and followed it 1o a hale in o rock, and
beat it te death. (e man will not attack these great
creatures, but will call others to assist him, for they
fear that it will encircle thom with its treacherous coils.
Now and again one man has tackled and killed one
single-handed.  They will feed and sleep for three
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weeks on end,  The particular one whose skin was
produced was fnund sleeping after a heavy menl off
o wild black catl, shot with two poisoned arrows, and
then beaten ko death,

We left Kallo, and struck stroight on for Kililwe
and as soon as we had got over the first stream down
came the torrential showers, soaking us to the skin
in a few moments. Andelio gallantly carried me over
the swollen rivers and streams over Afric’s highly-
scented quagmire, and through the soaking grass
and clinging dew to about three miles from where
we had arranged to camp—wlhen suddenly, straight
vut from the grass appeared two young African
Christinn gentlemen—renl African Fellowship in Christ
—who had come out to welcome us tir their village
I= this not worth forsaking motliers and fathers and
lards?  As brather grasped the hand of brether, and
as they greeted us, one {elt the warmth of their wel-
come.  But not content, they must cap it all, for on
hearing that Lomandi, the youngster carrier who was
carrying the tent had collupsed by the way and had
remained in the village behind, away they must go
in the rain, seven miles and more, to give a hand anil
snatch up the load. Praise God for what the gospel
can still do for Africa.

At Bondo next omorning an oearly praise meeting
with the Christians, and then after breakfast T distri-
buted same Jilustrated papers amongst the boys, whicl
delighted them immensely. Then wi ser off on the
cycle accompanied by Andelio, Shipili and Mukwali
and Samwelle. (On the way we stopped to speak to
some of the older men by the wayside. After about
twenty minutes we reached Kashawlo, and lcoked
i at some of the blacksmith’s hangurs that we passed
on the way, and guve a brief testimony. We started
off with a meeting at the upper end of the village an'l
met with only a fair response. A little while after
we repaired ta the boitom end of the village. This
village is ooe of the Lurgest throuwghoor the whoe
of the work.,  Tlhere was a big response and & fine
crowd  quickly pathered.  In these meetings ther
are large numbers of children, and it is well to give
them 2 message that can be appreciated by the young
folks. 1 hekl out my hand after I had fnished
speaking with a bright red shell, much prized by these
people, and sought to illustrate the freeness of the
gift of salvation. At last one bright little girl jumped
up and took it, much to the amazement of the others.

A big crowd nceompanied us back again until we
came to where some fresh bulalo meat had just been
hircught in by o native hunter. We were able to buy
about fifteen pounds {or fifleen frances {1/10) of
beautiful fresh meat-- God’s provision from the forest
for our hoys' dinner, for, alas! it was very tougn
and too much for my tecth,  We cut up the meat
and divided it out, and afterwards had a happy time
at the Lord's Supper, and thus enderd a joyous day
in the service nf the Master.
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Items of Interest

We have been labouring under greal difficulties
headgquarters of late owing to the phenomenal growth
of the Elim work and the lack of office accommo-
dation. Now we have taken over a suile of offices
nt our Bible College at Clapham ['ark and moved our
headguarters to this address. Al correspondence re-
lating to the work in general, requests for campaigns,
gifts for any branch of the work, correspondence witn
tegard & the Foursquare Gospel Testimony, Crusade-
Movement, Foreign Missionary work, as well as co.-
respondence ¢o the Tditor, should therefore be ad
dressed no longer to Elim, Park Crescent, but to th2
particular braneh of the work at Ebm Woodland:,
Clarence Road, Clapham Park, London, 5.W.4 (Tele-
phone, Brixton 2227--private branch cexchange), The
address of the Elim Publishing Obire is sull 18,
Clapham Fark Rozd, London, S.W.4. (Brixton 2931}
- -to which should be sent all orders fur the Elim
Evangel and other puklicutions, books, printing, etc.

&=
Regular services at Eastbourne are now  being
conducted by Pastor P. Le Tissier—in the Pavilion,
Bevonshire Park on Sundays at 230 and €& pm.,
and in the Town Hall on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m.

==

Mrs. Mogridge, the wife of Mr. H. Mogridge, who
for many years has been in charge of Elim Mission
Hall, [.ytham, Lancs., passed into the presence of the
Lord on Sunday, 17th June, The {funeral servica
was conducted by Mr. Thomas Mycrscough of Pres-
ton. Our deep sympathy is exiended to our beloved
brother, Mr. Mogridge, as we bear him up in prayer.

===

Mr. Daniel Wilkins of Kenfig Hill, who sufferel
su much whilst labouring for the Lord tn Belivia, nas
united in marrage to biss Alvinag  Schurman, o
graduale of the Bercun Bible School, San Dieg),
California, at the Salem FEvangelistic Full Gospel
Tabernacle, Oregon, U.S. A, 1o May. B and Mis.
Wilkins hope to proceed shortly to South America,
where they will be vngaged in the service of the
Master.

=i

Pastor T. B. Barratt of Oslo, Norway, who went
(o the United States of America in Qctober last, has
been conducting services almiost every day sinee. He
has recently visited Springfield, Denver, Los Angeles
(where he ministered at Angelus Temple) and San
Franvistn,  Frem there he proceeds up the cowst to
Woestern Canada, amd then drops down again
Minneapolis, retuening by way of Chicago and New
York. Much blessing is resting on our Erother's
ministey, both among  the Scandinavians and  the
English speaking population.
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A Habit of Evangehsm.

HE summer is here. The open air calls us
r forth. The majority will he falling into re-
.cognised summer habits. Some make a habit
of cncket others make a habit of tennis, while «n
increasing number are making a habit of pleasure
maotoring. DBut, why not make a habit of evangelism?
Why not make a habit of using these bright summer
days for the extension of gospel witness? When
we have the delightful walks out into the country we
can carry with us a selection of tracts, and prayer-
fully leave them at the scattered farms and cottages.
We can give them to the country folk—even the
children—whom we pass. Many of these have never
heard the simple and sufficient message of salvation,
Pleasant outings can be arranged with an open air
service to complete and crown the day. Cycle parties
can do their share. Even FElim Evangels could bz
sold or given from house to house. The world has
her habits, let the Church have hers. Maybe, not
another summer will be expericnced by the Church on
earth. We may all be in the summerland above.
The Day of Grace is speeding by. Lives are speed-
ing into eternity. Let us consider our habits, and
be sure that one of our pre-eminent habits is that of
dpen air evangelism,

The Lord Needs Us.

Amidst an impressive silence, Miss Gregg, of the
China Inland Mission, told the following incident i
the annual meetings of that Mission in  London.
“ One day, when travelling along a mountain path-
way, on a snowy morning, I was walkmg to get
warm. As I walked along I was singing the chorus,
* I need Thee, ch, I need Thec; Every hour I need
Thee.' Suddenly I realised that someone was by my
side, and He was singing to me: ‘I need thee, oh.
T need thee; Every hour I need thee.” And so we
sang the duet together I was so conscious of His
presence that I m'-‘-llm,tlvcly turned round and ex-
pected to tnd Him, but He just showed me His hands
and His feet, and was gone.” No wonder Miss
Gregg was able to tell of 5,000 women and girls who
had found Christ through her ministry. How lovely
for us all to remember that wc not only need the
Lord every hour, but the Lord needs us every hour!

The Pledge of the Resurrection.

Mr. ]J. H. MeConley of America has again enriched
our thought by a beautiful illustration :—

* Many years ago we were travelling through 1
Southern State. Ir was the month of February, and
the time of the blossoming glory of the peach tree.
By and by our train pulled up by a great pench
orchard. In it were one hundred thousand irees.

Each individual tree was robed in the glory and splen-
dour of its pink and white bloom. As the train slowy
whecled past the great orchagd, the south wind which
blew into the car windows was heavily laden with
the rich perfume of the vast orchard of peach frees.
Suppose you had stood at the same spot in the dead
of winter a couple of months before. Those peach
trees were all there in the same place, but how dif-
ferent. There was not a sign of life, nor bloom, nor
beauty., There they were stretching their dead, bare,
leafless limbs toward the winter sky as though in
mute appeal for the life, beauty, and blossom tno
come, of which there was yet no sign.  Suppose as
you bent over those peach trees you were to whisper
1o them, * Peach trees, as you stand here, so dead
and dry and bloomless, what 'is your hope that you
will some bright day be clothed with_the splendour
and glory of ihe spring blossom time? ' If those
peach trees could answer you, they would call ba:k
as with one voice, * The peach life in us is our hope
uf glory.” Just so Paul tells the Colossians that it is
* Christ in you the hope of glory * (Col. 1. 27)."

Secluded Faithfulness.

Helpful thoughts are at once aroused by the fol-
lowing striking statement of a recent writer :—*‘The
Sinless One pleased His Father for full 10,000 davys
ir. the rural littleness of despised Nazareth.'' But
after those 10,000 days of faithfulness in seclusion
there came over 1,000 days of priceless service in
public. Those who would be great must know what
it is to be httle, Faithfulness in the kitchen or in the
office is essential to fruitfulness in the pulpit. It is
easy to be unfaithful in the menial tasks of life, té
try and dodge our routine responsibilities, to per-
form our daily duties carelessly and inadequately.
But if we do we-unfit ourselves for powerful public
usefulness _in the service of the King of Kings.

The Revival Wa Need.

Mr. F. P. Wood writes :—" What we nced is #
revival with all the self-sacrifice and devotion of St
Francis of Assisi in it,—all the fiery denunciatioh of
sin of John Knox in it,—all the zeal and enthusiasm
uf John Wesley in it,—~and all the winsome telling of
the old, old story of Jesus and His love of D. L.
Moody in it. And such a revival cun only come by
prayer—importunate, unceasing, believing prayer.
For prayer is not a farce, but a force. DPrayer changes
things. Prayer 1s still God's orvdained method hy
which His blessing comes. Every revival since Pen-
tecost began in a prayer meeting, and God is saying
to us all afresh, ‘If ye ask . . . I will do." The
energrised supphcatmns of &2 man of rectlﬁed life are &

_mighty force (James v. 16, Weymouth).™
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Timothy’s Wine and Paul’s Thorn

By PASTOR V. HENDERSON.

N studying these questions it will be well for us
to remember clearly the following :—

I. That Timothy was saved through the instrus
mentality of the Apostle Paul.

I. That Timothy had no New Testument for
" guidance as we have.

I am trusting in Divine healing and it does not matter
what I may eat or how I may drink; the Lord wili
undertake for that.”! The answer can only be i
the negative. .He would not have been justified in
doing so.

Yer many children of God are acting in a similar
way and expecting God to keep them in health. They
wrongly imagine if they give consideration to a proper
dict that they are not trusting God. 1f Timothy had
not been obedient to this in-

ITI. . That he was commissioned of God and re-
ceived his instructions in spiritual things
through Pau! (I. Tim. i 1-3; iii. 15; IL
Tim. ii. 2).

IV. That Timothy was

instructed to trust i
the Lord for his body
as Paul did for his
body is quite evident
from reading the fol-
lowing passages :(-—

II. Tim. iii. 10, 11;
I. Cor. vi. 13, 20:
II. Cor. xii. 7-10.

The apostle did not
o to the physicians
or remedies in his
trouble, but besought .

the Lord.

Keeping these facts in our
mind, let us consider the fol-
lowing. For some reason or
other, probably what Timothy
considered a leading of the
Spirit, he decided not to drink
wine, but to drink water
which in eastern countnes i
usually impure.

struction, he would have heen
tempting God instead of
trusting Him.

Another question arises in
connection with this matter,
which is often brought up by
those who oppose Divine
healing being taught in God’s
Word :—Was there not a
medicina! value in the taking
of the wine.

That there was no medici-
nal value in the wine can
easily be proved from the fol-
lowing facts :—{i) This wine
was the wusual drink at
meals as tea is with many
to-day, and was taken as a
food to nourish the body—
not as a medicine. (i) Our
Lord was accustomed to this
wine which was usually on
the table at meals, and did

Following this demsmn Lz
experienced freguent trouble
from his stomach which
brought on certain infirmities.

Therefore it is easy to see that Timothy commu-
nicated with the apostle regarding his sufferings and
made known to him what he had done, requesting
him to give him Divine guidance in this matter.

- The apostle’s inspired reply amongst numerous
other_mstructlons and commands, was very brief and
emphatic : ** Drink no longer water but use a [itfle
wine.”' It would be well to remember that cur Lord
called this wine ** fruit of the vine " in Mark xiv. 25,
as it was the .ordinary drink at meals.

Now let us ask the question: Would Timothy b
justified in continuing to follow what prahably he con-
sidered was the leading of the Spirit after reading
the inspired counsel of the apostle, and saying, “Oh,

Pastor WiLLiam HEeNDERSON.

Our readers will welcome this phuto of one of
Elim's most devoted pioneers,

not forbid its use. ({iii) Be-
cause the bread and wine
were in common daily use
with all classes alike, rich
and poor, as a food to nourish
the body, our Lord took both as symbols of His
Lroken body and shed blood. And further, both as
foods constitute a type of our Lord Himself who
is the true bread from heaven and who is the daily
nourishment of the believer's splntua] life now and
for evermore.

The idea that wine was to be used by Timothy
hecause of healing properties was never entertained
by him nor any one in the apostolic days. Similarly,
should a little milk be taken by a child of God on
the advice of a brother in the Lord in these days,
the idea of its having healing power would not he
entertained.
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INow with regard to Paul's thorn in the fiesh and
the reason [ conpect it with the subject of Timothy’s
wine. There night have been operating upon
Timothy’s mind when laying his case before the
apostle this question :—Is this my thorn in the {lush?
Am [ to suffer from my stomach and this infirmity?

If so there is no use in praying to Ged for de-
liverance if this is God's will for me, as it has been
His will for Paul. (Timothy knew about Paul's in-
firmity—II. Tim. i 10, 1I).

Are there not many children of God who are ask-
ing themselves this question to-day? They have re-
ceived healing in the past but sume weakness or in-
firmity has cume upon them, from which deliverance
is delayed, and are tempted by the enemy to helievz
it is a similar case to the apostie’'s '° Oh yus,” they
will reply, ©' I belicve this is my ihorn in the fesh
to keep me humble. It is'not God's will to heal
me,”” To alt who are in such an experience 1T would
say, he very careful lest the Dewil is using this ex-
perience of the aposile tu deceive you and defeat Gud's
purpese In vour life. We are told to * prove all
things."" Don't atllow the enemy to make you believe
your's must be a similar case to the apﬂstle‘s untess
you have at least the following three evidences i»f
it i—

I. Paul had a clear definite revelation from Gl
that he would not deliver him.

II.  Paul gloried in his infirmity (oot only satis-
fied but was happy n God permitting it
remain), that the power of Christ might rest
upon him-—a supernatucal power and strengtn
which took possesston of him and carrie]
him onward notwithstanding his weakness.
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The apostle was not hindered by this infir-
mity fruom continuing in the great work he
was commissioned by the Lord to perform.

IIL

THEREFURE, dear child of God, test your ex-
perience by the Word. God has manifested and re.
vealed His will, through Christ and the gospel, t.
save zl] sthners amd to heal all diseases where there
is gepuine faith. This Is the gospel of His grace.
We have no nght to allow the Devil to tempt us
from believing this revelation, but should believe
Gud for delivernnce upluss otherwise specially revealed
regarding which there should be no doubt in ths
mind.

If it is God's will -as in the apostle’s case, it will
be: proved to you by the fact of that wonderful
supernatural power being manifested 1hrough wour
weakness, Have you this evidence in your expericnce?

Notwithstanding your infirmity, if similar to Paul’s
you will not be hindered in your duty or work Inr
the Lord. God's purpose, and the work which he
has given you to do will be fully aLLOmpIISth (5
vour life as was the case with the apostle,

Timothy was not tuld that his trouble was pesr-
mitted by God. Further we find in Paul’s last com-
munication to him that he is called to bear aifflic-
tions .and endure hardness as a gnod soldier of Jesus
Christ—evidently no longer weak in body but set
free by God.

As God’s children we need to have clear revela-
tion in this matter, lest we should be deceived hy
the encmy ntw bearmg a hurden and carrying a {oad
from which God is willing tn set us free.

Good News According fo Matthew

By JAMES SALTER, F.R.G.S.
CHAPTER XVI. (Continued).
Peter’s confes-

CCORDIN#G to I¥r. Morgan,
sion, *' Thou art the Messiah,”' is made the

reason for the revelation of four things,
namely, the Church: the necessity for the Cross;
the inevitability -of a coxflict; and the certainty of
a crisis.

The Lord Jesus said, *‘ | will build My Church.”
This is the first reference to the Charch in the New
Testament, and the only other in the whole of the
four evangels is the one in chapter xviii. of this
gospel. it s not without significance that these re-
terences occur in what has hy many expositors been
termed the Jewish guspel (but what is reaily the
Universal Gospel.). Another significant fact is tha
this statement was made in the Genfile districi of
Cegsarea Philippi. The ervction of this structure {the
Church} was not to be delegatéd to any earthly

(Congo Ewvangelistic Mission).

huilder,
Church.”
with trush.

for  Christ declared ' I will build My
Every word of this sentence is weighty

OF Sulomon the great Qld Testament type of the
Lord Jesus, God said, ‘* He shall build Me an house,
and- I will stablish his throne for ever ™ (1. Chron.
xvii. 12; I. Chrod. xxviii. 6, 7). The building of the
house is noticeably placed before the stablishing of
the throne.  This order s found nol only with Scle-
mon the Son of David, but also with Christ the seed
of David, and heir to the Davidic covenant. Pro-
phecy plainly foretells this. ‘° Thus speaketh the
Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name
is the Mranch: and mr shall shoot forth out of
his place, and He shall build the temple of the
Lord. Even He shall build the temple of the Lol
and he shill wear the majesty, and shall st
aid rulc upoo his throne. He shall be a  priest
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His
shall be between them both ™ (Zech. vi. .12, 13). In

upun throne and the counsel of peace
each case the ‘“mE! is emphatic. The word
“ Branch "—shoot or sprout and has reference-to
the *¢ shoot of David ’ (see Jeremuah xxiii. 5, xxxiil
15. It is the name Eve gave to her first-born, Cain,
—'* shoot, -sprout, offspring *': and s claimed by
the Lord Jesus, ** I am the root and the offspring
of David, and the bright and morning Star *' (Rev.
xxii. 16).

The Book of the Acts of the Apostles reveals
Christ as the Builder adding to the structure the
saved ones. See Acts i 41- 47, v. 14, xi. 24, etc
“ Solomon built Him an house, howbeit the Most
High dwelleth not in temples, made with hands.’
It was reserved for Christ, the ‘* sign-son ~ given
te thc House of David (Isaiah vii.- 13, 14) to erect
a temple. of living stones, whidh was t be an habi-
tation of God in the Spirit (II. Cor. vi. 16: I. Peter

i. 57 Eph. ii. 22).

“T wiit build My Church.” At the time this was
spoleen the Churth was something belonging to the
future. The first mention of its existence is in Acty
ii., and after the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost,  Dr. Eyle says, ** The Church which jesus pro-
mises to baild upon a rock is the ® bivised companv
of all faithful people.” It is not the: 'visible church
of any on¢ nation, of country, or place. It is the
whole body of believers of every apge and tongue and
people. It is the Church composed of all who a-e
washed in Christ’s blood, clothed in Christ’s right-
eousness, renewed by Christ’s Spirit, joined te Christ
by faith and epistles of Christ i lfe. It is a Church
which 15 one body. All who belong to it are of one
heart and onc mind and hold the same truths and
believe the same doctrines as necessary to salvation.
It is a Church which has only one Head: that Head
iv Jesus Christ Himself. He is the Head of the
Body.” Clement writing about A.D. 130 gives s
the New Testament definition, I do not call the
place, but the congregation of the elect, a church,’

For nearly nineteen hundred years Christ has been
at worl on this building : yet it will not be com-
pleted until just before He comes to earth with afi
His zaints. He is finding His material in all parts
of the earth, Of men wildly -rebelling against all
righteous and conscience binding authority, Christ
15 taking in hand to make a people so submissive
that they may be called living sacrifices. O men
who scorned His rule with a special scorn, He 15
making subjects who wifl gladly lay down their
lives for Him of men hating nne another, envying,
maligning and despising one another, He is forming
a company so attached, that all possessions, and even
life itself are held as common property, and willingly
yielded for the good of the whole; of men who as
soon as He left them were invaded by His enemies,
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tempted, threatened, brbed, allured to disaffection, e
underwook to create faithful and_ staunch supporters:
of those who were cmphatically not a people, He s
forming & peculiar people, a people who shall show
forth the praises of Him who has called them out of
darkaess into light and from the power of Satan
unto God.

J'I‘HE whole Church, t.e., every member is not on
earth and never has been at any one time; yet God has
intended that there ever should be on earth a presea-
tation ({liowever imperfect) of the Church as a body,
and a building with a present glory upon it. The
aggregate of believers on the earth at any ome time
have been the representative Church of that day.
The seven Churches of Revelation ii.—lii. are typual
of the dispensational aspects of the Church from its
foundation to its finish: yet the traits manifested in
these seven Churches have existed in every age ot
the Church’s history,

As there was a plan for the Tabernucle, and later
for the Temple which Solomon built, so Chrst has
a plan for His Church. Its commencement was
glorious and this glory God intended should remain
in the Church for all time {Eph. iii. 21} : yet in face
of apparent failures the completion s assunsl for
Christ shall one day ‘' present it to Himself a glorious
(:hurch, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing;
but that it should be holy and without blemish
{Eph. . 27}, First manifested on the Day of Ten-
tecost {Acts ii.), composed entirely of believers, joined
by the Spirit, with Christ as the Head, in the sight
of God a presentation of one Body, this structure
is spoken of as '‘ the Church: the House of God:
Household and Family of Geod; Building or Holy
Temple; One Body; Mystery of Christ; Onc New
Man; One Flock, etc.’”  Although certain Scriptures
infer it, ¥et nowhere in the MNew Testament 1s the
Church called ‘' the Bride of Christ.”” This is guite
m keeping with Jewish custom. The bride was al-
ways veiled until the wedding. This custom pro-
bably explzins how Laban deceived Jacok in his first
marriage.

THE Church's preseént glory is the power of a re-
surrected and revealed Christ by the Holy Ghost in
her midst. This is her pillar of cloud and pillar of
fire. It separates between the Church and the world.
It is at once her protection and her preservation.
It is this which judges the Ananias’s and Saphira’s
and keeps the Church pure and powerful. Many sub-
stitutes are offered in its stead, but these are on'y
*“ patched veils "' evidencing a departed glory. No
eflnrts of man, whatever form they may ussume,
can take the place of ** His presence.”

Against this Church the Lord Jesus ha< said,
*“ And the gates [jurisdiction} of hell shall not prc-
vail.”" The meaning of this promise is thar the power
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of Satan shall necver destroy the puople of Christ.

He that brought sin and death into the first creation-

by tempting Eve, shall mever bring ruin on the new
creation by overthrowing believers. The mystical
Body of Christ shall never perish or decay. Thoughn
often persecuted, afflicted, distressed and brought
low, it shall never come to an-end. It shall outlive
Herods and Romaun Emperors.  Visible churches like
Ephesus may come to nothing, but the true Church
never dies, Like the bush thar Moses saw, it may
burn, but shall not be consumed. Every member of
it shall be brought safe tb glory, In spite of falls,
fallures and shortcomings, in spite of the world, the
fesh and the Devil, no member of the true Church
shall ever be cast away.” (Ryle).

First smentron of the Church [Man.

il 173

First marifestefion of the Church (Acts #.)

First members {Acts ii. 47, v. 13, xi. 26

First methods (Acts ii. 42-4T).

First méracles {Acts iit., v. 12-16).

First moiives {Acts v.).

First martyr (Acts vii).

xvi, 18,

THE formation of the Chureh is one of God's eter-
nal purposes. Its entity and unity is a subject fre-
quently referred to in the New Testarnent. In Ilife
Christ worked tu bring all His sheep into this one
flock, and just hefore He died prayed ‘° that they all
may be one; as Thou Father art in Me, and T m
Thee, that they also may be one in Us ** (John xvii.
21), We recad of one God who hath made of one
bleod all men, meeting the one offence or one dis-
obedience of one man Adam by the one obedience,
one offering anid one sacrifice of one man  Jesus
Christ. 'We read that through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, it is one God who justifies all
belicyers making them all one in Christ Jesus, wha
baptises believers in one Spirit into one body. There
is one mediator who spoke of onc flock, and ons
Shepherd wha prayed that all believers might * he
une in us,” and perfect in One. Sanctified by One.
they are as one new body joined to one husband he-
coming one Spirit. Thus they ought by love to serve
one another, abide in one accocd, one mind, recog-
nising only one hody, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord,
one faith, on¢ baptism, one God, who is above all.
through ali and in all, and with one mouth glorify
God, speak the same things, for * we being many
are one body in Christ and every onc members one
of another.””

OuR third heading is '* The Cross.” From that
time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples,
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and seribes
and be killed and be raised again the third day (v.
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21). This is the puzile of.a suffering Messiah an:)
is referred to in L. Cor."i. 23: *.Bul we preach
Christ crucificd, unto the Jews a stumblingbloek and
unto the Greeks foolishness.” Yer thure was a neces-
sity for His *‘ inust go to Jerusalem,” for enly in
this way could ** all things that are written by the
prophets concerning the Son of Man be accomplished
{Luke xviii. 31). Bias had blinded the eyes and har-
dened the hearts of the Jewish rulers to the pro-
phecies relative to the sufferings of the Messiah-
thus we read the chief priests and elders questioned
Christ’s authority, subtly took counsel to kill Him;
purchased His betrayal for thirly picees of silver, sent
armed scldiers to take Him, accused Him -befors
Pilate and Herod, persuaded the multitude 10 ask
for the relewse of Barabbas and  destroy  Jesus;
mocked Him and after His resurrection gave largu
sums of meney to the soldiers to circulate falsehoods.
Llders represented civic authority, chief. priests,
the reiiricus authority, and the seribes ethical authari-
ty. They combined against Christ, thus fulfilling
Psalm ii. 1, 2. Still Jesus sct His Face Like a flint
to fulfii the will of God. He had need to do this.
" Be our King! " say the people. ' Take the king-
dom !’ says the Devil, and now from His own dis-
ciple comes ‘‘ pity Thyself. God forbid that this
thing should be.” Peter's gicat confession had met
with a great commendation; but now Poter’s crifi-
cism meets with a great condemmation, ** Get thee
behind Me, Satan, for thou art an offence unto Me -
for thou savourest not the things which be of God,
but those that be of men.”” The blessed mun of .
17, is the adversary of w. 23. It is a picture of human
failibility, even after the greatest blessing.

IN all Christ’s actions there was a * must " o
" needs be.” He had not come to relgn but to re-
deem; not as n soverelgom but ax a sacrifice.  The
Cross was the only power which could  subju-
gate lives and make rebels into real citizens aned
anarchists into obedient servants of the will of God.
He said, **1 came not to judge the world, but to
save the world,”” and the Cross was the only efficient
method  This method Christ applies not only to
Himself, but to every Christran.. Only by losing our
lives can we find them, and only by sacrificing them
can we save them.

Christ's words to Peter would no doubt dampen
his ardeur and probably put the whole of His dis-
ciples under a cloud. But Christ tells them that there
is to be a time of glory, that though in the world
they may expect tribulation, yet rewards are reserved
for the faithful, It is only that the bitter st
come before the sweet and the Cross must pre-
vede the crown. *‘ For the Son of Man shafl come
in the glory of His Father with His angels: and
THEN He shall reward every man according to his
works. "’
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Daily Readings and Meditations

Being the Scripture Union portions with e-meditation for vach day by Principal Percy G, Parker.

Monday, July 18th. Matthew +ii. 15-29.

A wnse man, whick built kis house upon a rock ™' {verse 24)

It ig well te remember that we cam build upon saod oor
upon rocle  The unwisa build vpon sand, the wise build upen
rock. * On Christ the solid rock 1 stand, all other ground
is sinking sand.” Thank God we are unow on solid rock.

We are built upom Christ. He is the Rock of Ages. Ages
cannot touch the Kack of Eternity. Storms may rise, and
winds may blow, but Christ is immovable Scitnce rises

with i theory-storms, scholarship rises wich its philasaphical
winds, bor the Rock of Ages remnins untooved amidst thoen
all And as we stand firmly upon Him we, too, are im-
movahle. The old simple woman with her fading dress i
perfecily safe on Him, while the exalted, dignified professor
with his unmiversity degrees is-open to collapse at any moment.

Tuesday, duly t7th. Matchow vi, 1-17.
" And hiz serpart twas Heoled in e selfsame howr 7 [verse
13

1.

Behind the healing touch and the healing word of the Lord
Jesus ways the healing cart Behind the touch and the worl
was the Heart. And what a Heart it was, and iz! Small
enough to love a child, big enough to love a world. So wide
that the henven of heavens cannot contain it, yet so humble
thar it loves to fIE the poor man's cottage. Because He loves
He laves to heal. Dstance is mo hindrance ta Him., You
may be an unlknown shul-in-~suffering with unspeakable pain.
Or you may be living an active Iife, strugghng under the
burden of a growing weakness, That Heart can reach you.
The Hand belonging to that Heart can touch you, =anl
yuou caa be healed. Maybe, ¢ven as you rcad these lines,
yuu will seelk healing, and get it—this self-same hoor.

Wednesday, dJuly 78th. Marehew il 1834,

" Suffer me first to go and bury my father ' {verse 21).

Here was a man ready tu follow Christ—but his father
must be buried first] Not that his father” was already dead,
but that the son felt it incumbent upon him to stay at homw
until his father did die, But if he had done thiz he would
probably have sald, “New, my father is dead, I st siay
al home and care for home responsibilities," There = anly
one way to Eallow Christ. Tt is to begin now and leave
matrers of arrangement to Him, There will always be natural
hindrances of various kinds—but when a man decides to follow
Christ, the Lord Himself will underiake for thosc natural
lhindrances, and see (0 it that the natural dees not hinder
the spiritual. If our Lord cnlls us forth He will see to it
that in so doing we do nul sin against cur kith and in.
He has told ws 1o honouwr fathee and mother—-to cleave unto
wife, and provide for the care of home Therefore—whatsy-
ever He saith unto you, do it.

Thursday, July 19th. Matthew ix 1-13.

" Be of good cheer; thy sms be forgiven thee '’ (verse 2).

It is a joyous thing to have our sins [orgiven. It should
fill s with indescribable praise. [t should cacs: us to praise
Mim all the time. Sin is a fearful tisg. It rolis nations
of their power It strips cities of their usefulness, It destroys
the fatherliness of the futher. It mars the motherlinegs of
the mother. It blotches the drunkard. 1t tanis the :mmoral,
It turns a dutiful daughter inte a crafty dupe. It changes the
frank, laughing son into an unrecognisable prodigal. It gets
between the suffciency of God and the hungry heart of man.
It is the abominable thing that God hates. It i5 not the
fa_ilure of a few, it is the guilt of all. We have all sinned.
We can all {praise God) be forgiven. Sin can be absolute,y
bintted out—through Calvary. Now we can know our sins
forgiven. It Is nor * perhaps * or probably,” but complete
cartainty. We will certainly be of good cheer to-day, for H=
has blolted out as a thick cloud our transgressions.

Friday, duly #0th. Macthew ix. 14-26,

“Jf T wniay but tonch Ifis germent I shall bo
[verse 213

MHer Fach was rewarded.  ** She was made whele from tha
hour *' If the touch of fuith brings blessing. then the wall
of faith should hring constant blessing. How beautiful for -
ro remember that our touch of Him is not a passing one -
it is constant Day by day and hour bﬂ hour we put our hani
w His and He grips our hand. The touch i3 perpetual
Therefore che blessing §s  pecpetval. Moment by momens,
thepe flnwy inte our bewng, life from abowe Divinz healng
15 a grear thing, but Divine health is bewwer. Healing 15 the
result of the touch of faith. Health is the result of the walx
of faith. Walk in faith and we walk in health, Walk 10 faith
and we walk in victory

whale '

Mucthesy iz. 27-Z8
mieliitudes He was moved with com-

Saturday, July 21si.

O When Me sow the
paszion ™ (verse 34).

That compassion resulted In Him saying to His disciples,
" The harvest truly is plenteous, hut the labaurers are few,
pruy ye therefore the Laord of the harvest that He wul seni
forth labourers into His harvest.' Ile has commanded us *o
pray. He has commanded us to pray because His heart 1
full of compusdon, Owr Loed knows thal prayer is the
sourcc of God’s activity, Prayer moves God.  God has a--
ranged it so.  Whenever He determines to move along a cer-
tam way then He sels men praying. God has determinzd
te harvest the world. The wheat of men are His. But th-y
must be harvesied. Therefore He sets us praying for har-
vesters. Thank God—we can purtially answer our own praycrs.
BEsen &s we pray for harvesters we can say, ** Lord, send me
—T'} be one.” Why nor do a bir of harvesting to-dav in (e
streer you live in?

Sunday, July 22nd. Matthew x. 1-15.

“As ye go . . preach” |verse T)

As ye go—preach! We can still lo that As we go i the
train. as we go in the tram, as we go in the ronarlet place,
as we po in the shop, as we go, anywhere and everywher:,
we can preach. Our lives, preach. The loks on nur faces,

preach. The books we read, preach. The words we speak,
preach. The tracts we give out, preach, The badges we
wear, preach. “ Ay ye go preach,” Where are vou

guing to-day? Maybe in the wmorning you will pass along
familiar roads o the House of God, maybe in the aflternooa
you widll calb in to see q friend, maybe ar evennide pou wif
Bladly haslen 1o the gospel service. Welll—as  wou oo,
preach. And then to-morrow, when the Tord's Day is pasr,
still remember these wonderful words, and as yew go, preach

Monday, July 23rd. Matthew x  16-31.

" The wery hairs of your head are all numbered ' (verse 30

How exquisitely these wurds prove o us the watchful cace
of God' Fe is far mors careful of us than we are -
sulves We do not think of coumiing the hairs of cur head
They are too many.—so fluctuating. We lose haws, and fresh
ones grow To count them would be impossible. Vet hon
God cares for us—even down to the hairs of our heads. Mo
details of aur life are too amall for Him ¥f He cares for
the hairs of our head how much more docs He care for the
hunger of our bedies anu the hunger of aur souls  The Lard
koows exactly whal we have in our purse. He knows jus
what is on the shelves in the pantry.  He knows what fhere
15 for dinner, and for tea. The poor widow can rest in Ifi-
supply While the rich man should hold himself responsib'e
to God that he does not waste in tuzury that which others
crave in necessity. How restful to know that in some way (r
cthor. the Lord will provide. It may not be my way,
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may not be 1hy way, and yer in His ewn way, the Lord
will provide,

Tuesday, July 24th. Matthew x, 32-42, .

“ He that fredeth his Lfe. shall Tose {8 {verse 39).

Selfishness neser pays  We strive Lo gain, and we uo-
uiterably lose. We live for self, and we lose self, We seek
to weave round ogurselves pleasures of the self-life, and we
find that we have fettered ourselves with darkness, It is
the life which s seif-less which is lile-full  As we give up.
Goel gives i, As we pour ow, God pours in. [t 15 the
life which i3 able to say, **1 am dead ' which can joyfuly
add, ** Nevertheless, [ live " The man wlo dies to self anl
lives for Christ, is the one who is enjoywg the super-abundant
life. We take up our crnsx o follow Christ, and, 1o, che
cross beocomes a crown. We give till we feel 1t, then we go
on giving until we do not feel it, then we stll further go on
giving unul we rejoive in it. T will not Le selfisk, 1 wil
give—give—give, for Chrnst’s sake, Then [ shall get-—ger
get, ptaise His mame!

Wednesday, July 25th. Matthew =xi. 1-15

' He thal hath ears to heuar, let khim hear ™ (verse- 15).

Dur ears are our own. We have control of therm.  We can
hear what we will to hear, We can lhear the vulgar and the
vnclean.  We can listen 1o gossip and scandal. We can listen
ty the jazz of the world. We can listen to the political
opinions of the world. We can listen to.that which has its
soprce in Satan and in hell. But, no, -we will pot listen o
thuse things, Thark God, cur ears are lipped with blood,
our ears are tipped with oil. Wa will Laten to the veoice of
God.  We will listen to the music ol heaven. We will listan 1.
the song of the redeemed. Our ears are ours—but we will
make Lhem Thine * Speak Lord, thy servant  heareth,”
ehall be our constant ery. And as He speaks the words shal
pass through the ears to the heart, and through the heart 1o
the will, and through the will, out again, into loving activitias
for Him.

Thursday, July 28th, Alatthen i

* Ledrn of Me* (verse 28).

Yes Lord, we will learn of Thee,
less -tcacher,  DBut Thou art faultless, Thou art the truth of
eternity. TFhou knowest whar took place before this eacth
was; Thou knowest the mrinutest details of al} its history and
developments, Thou lnowest the unknown future, perfeclly.
Thou art the lafe of the werld, and Thou art the Light of
e world. Life and truin are from Thee, Thou dnst maka
the ignorant, wise, Thou dost mzke that woman who scarce'y
had a year's schooling, wiser than the godless professors of
our universities Tn Thee lic hidden all the treasures of wis-
dom and hknowledge. To whom else cin we go? Who olie
can safely teach us? There is none ather. Therefore we will
gladly learn of Thee Thy wisdom shall be pur wisdom. Thy
light shall be our light, In Thy wisdom we are wise, in
Thy Lght we ses light.

Friday, July 27th. Malthew xi. 1-13
" His disciples were an humpgred U (verse 1)
We, too, Lord are buagry-—very hungry. Not with a mate-

16-30

There is no other faul-

rial hunger, buot with o spirflual hunger. We wiant smor:
and more of Thee. Thou art the Bread of Life, Thau
art the troe mneanz  sent down  from hesven, Thou  are

the only Ome who van satisfy our heart hunger as we pil-
grimage through the wilderncss of carth. But Thou canst
satisfy. Thou canst meet every gnawing appetitc of our
hearts  Thou canst bring in such nourishment that in Thy
strength we shall daily rule long  spiritual  journeys, Thy
strength means doily progress. Feed us afresh this fmorning
with Thyself. Let us eat of Thee, Let Thy life nourish ws.
Let us feast on Thee w-day. Indeed, cven as we pray. we
arc conscious that Thou art answering, Wa are jndeed feast-
ing upen Thee. Now, w1 Thy sirength, we will go forth w
the day's battle.
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Satlurday, *July 28th.

14-32
* Jesus Evew thetr thoughls * (verse 25).

Multhew xill

Yes, and He knows mine My friends have knowlwdge of
my cuter actions, He has koowledge of v inner thoughts.
[ amn glad He has  For as T romember $his [ shall ke care
that those thoughts please Hitm I du not want sclfish thoughes
I do not want faithless thought= and vulgar thoughts, and prowl
thoughts, and Satanic thoughis, Nay, | wunt Hus thoughts
And as He walks in the garden of my heart 1 want my thoughts
ta be Eragrant breezts—hringing 4J=lght to His heart. By His
grace I will lo-day hve In the experience of I'hilippians iv. &
** Finally, brethien, whatsoaver things arc true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsvever things are pure, whatsoever
things are luvely, whatsoeier things are of good report
think en these things’"

Sunday, July 25th.

“ He stretched
{verse d9).

Our Lord stretched forth s hand for many purposes,
Sometimes it was to heal, somulimes it was to beckon, but
this time 1t was 1o inlicate, He indicated those that had the
closest spiritual unlon with Him  lle spoke of them as His
moather and His Lrethren. They nad nao earthly relationshiyp,
but they had an inseparable heavenly relationship He loved
thern with a love groater than any earthly love, That eternal
love which had ever been expressed to His Father, was now
alsn being expressed o Ilis disciples.  In the light of Calvary
they wers His  [n the liglt of the new hieth jhey wers His
No union could be closer. They were more than pariaers,
thiey were relatives  So are e, No tongue sun  rell, e
thought ean imagine, no artist can pieture the matchless
union which exists betweea tbe Lord and His own Hus gl
I am that I am ocne of His owm—ane of His refatves.

Marthew =1, 33-50,

forth FHis hand loward His distiples

Mondsy, July 30th. Machew xidic 3117,

It is given smfo you o fwoww the wuysteries of the king-
dowe gof keaven ™ {verac 11},

There are, no doubt, many marvellous mysterics of the
Ringdem of heaven which remnin wnrevealed, There ure ex-
plorationz of God’s creatiovn which have never been made by
buman beings Bur it s God’s purposc o revcal them. s
we are able to lake them n they are given unto us.  Already
we have emtered nto mmuch, bul we are yet to enler inte
mosl.  He has many rthings to say unlo us, and, #% we are
able to Dear them, He says them. Already we know much
about the mystery of Lhe Cross. abowt the mystery of Pente-
cost, alwwz che mysicry of proyer, about the mystery of heaven,
ahout the mystery of tne rusurrection But we are yer 1o
know more, for une day we shall see the fruits of the Cross
~—a multitude that no man can number—singing before the
Fhrone, e shell see the full fruies of Deatecasl when the
Church is presented to Christ without spul or wrinkle, or
any such thing. Wea shall sec the achievements of prayer,
we shall sece the indlescribable glories of henven, and we our-
selves will be children of the resurrection.

Tuesday, July 31st. Manhew xiii, 18-30.

‘" While nen xlept, his enemy came ’’ (verse Z5).

Sleepy sickness is a danger threatening even  Christian
penple  Satan is alwavs ready to talke advantage of spiritcal
taziness.  Be lazy in your prayer Nfe, or lazy in your
study of Seripture, or lazy in your aggres-we service for
God, and you give the enemy an opportunity 1o sow tares in
your life, Tares of criticism and gossip soon find a fraitful
snil io the sleepy Leliever. These who 1alk bwle 10 Ged fre-
quently talk much about others. Those who rarcly read the
Scriptures frequemily read the passion of the newspapers.
Those who do little in the service of God usually spend much
time upon the adornment af gelf. Warch against the wiring
f rthe spiriwal Lfe, I it is tired Lhizs merning dhen wealt
lervently on the” Lurd that He may wake you up. :
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Energetic Foursquare Evangelism
Croydon Conversions—Reading Revival - Kilsyth Convention

Pastor Hl. A. Court is ministering at Ilford while Pastor
J. J. Morgan is in Ireland. Miss Buchanan is conducling
the regular services at Carlisle for a few weeks.

Croydon, Pastor P. N Corry continues to hold the fort
at the Adult School Hall, Park Lane, Croydon. The meet-
ings are crowded and the Word of the rd is confirmed
with signs following.

Portsmouth, The campaign being conducted by Pastor and
Mrs. €. Kingston is bringing forth much fruit. A report wi'l
appear later.

Reading. An eight days’ mission conducted by Frank
Allen, the Welsh boy preacher, in the Palmer Hall was mo<t
successful.  Forty three decided for Christ at the hall, and three
in the open air. The arm of the Lord was also made bare
in healing the sick.

Plymouth. Reports are regularly to hand of souls saved
at Elim 7Tabernacle in Rendle Street, where Pastor W. i.
Taylor is ministering. [t is a joy to hear that the soul-
saving work is not confined to the Tabernacle, several having
found Christ at the open air services.

Barking. The special meetings conducted last month by
Pastor Richardson at Elim Hall in Ripple Road, were wall
attended. Spiritual life was deepened and several consecrated
themselves to the service of the Lord,

Pontardulis, It is with great joy that we write of bless-
ings received in this little town during the Whitsuntide Con-
vention at the Beulah Foursquare Gospel Church. Truly it
can be sald that the Lord was In the midst. The Word ~f
God was preached with great power and unction by Mias
Blodwen. Terrell, whe has been a missionary in India for
6} years. Whit Monday afterncon a baptismal service was
held in the open air when a number of young converts and
others passed through 1ihe waters, Hundreds gathered to-
gether to this service, and the presence of the Lord was felt,
iv a wonderful way. Monday evening's gathering praved too
large for the hall, so it was decided to hold the meeting 1n
the open air in an adjoining field, Mr. David Jones of
Fenygroes, and Miss Terrell again preached the Word, and
at the end of the day all testified to the fact that God hal
truly blessed us. To Him be all the glory!
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The Thief of Eternity

SUCH is procrastination.

An American preacher relates the following illus-

tration of this: A bright boy heard and was deep-
ty impressed by the text, * My son, give Me thine
heart,” Satan whispered, * Time encugh yet,” and he
put it off.

Ten years later a brilliant collegian heard the same
text under circumstances which . seemed to make that
the time of his salvation. Again the tempter whispered
successfully, ** Time enmough yet.”

Twenty years later & statesman listened to the samv
text from the lips of an aged bishop, and felt it was
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Kilsyth. Quite a busy time was experienced at the Elm
Tabernacle, Kilsyth, on Saturday afterncon and evening 2nd
June, when a Convention was held. Pastor ] Smith and
Evangelists Byatt and Bale of Glasgow were the speakers,
Pastor Smith’s subject was * The Priesthood of Christ.
Messrs. Byatt and Bale followed with heart-searching ad-
dresses hased on the words—'* He left us an example that w-
should follow in His steps.” After an interval for tea, an
open-air meeting was held at the New Station, then th:
mecting in the church was resumed, it being filled to gapaciu,
visitors heing present from various parts.  Pastor Smith g

The Baptisma! Service outside the Foursquare Gaospel Churdh
at Poentardulais  Mr. W L. Bell is seen about to immerse -
candudate in this novel open air baptistry.

an address on the Tabernacle and taught a wonderful spiritual
lesson. A special baptismal service followed, thirty candi-
dates being immersed by Pastor Smith. Pastor Andrew Mur-
doch gave an enlightening address on the subject of wat~r
baptism. At the close of the meeting Pastor Smith thank |
Pastar Murdoch and his people for the invitation to come
to Kilsyth, and expressed, on behalf of the visitors, the
pleasure it had given them to take part in the meetings.
number having expressed a desire for baptism, a service will
be arranged

a message for him. This time the tempter said,
“ Visst foreign countrses before you decide.”

A traveller in Paris was stricken with cholera Bum
his greatest suffering was agony of soul because he was
not prepared to die. His last words were,

“TOO LATE."
The boy, the collegian, the statesman, and the travel-
fer were one.
“ To-day if you witt hear His voice,
your_heart ” (Psalm xc. 7, 8).
** Boast not thyself of to-morrow *' (Prov. xxvi. 1),
{John dii. 14-18; John v, 24),

harden not
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