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Eoitorial.

His Presence is Salvation.—DPsalm xli., 5 (margin).

Tur more we experience the blessed consciousness of the
presence of God, so the more we reahse that therem lies the
secret of the whole Chrnistian life  But as Tersteegen says * it
15 really true, the sccret of God's presence s actually belicved
by few. DBut are you aware that 1f each one truly believed it,
the whole world would at once be filled with saints, and the
garth would be truly paradise?. . . What muracles of Divine
strength, grace and love become the experence of the most
miserable sinner the moment that with closed eyes, he sinks
down mnto the depths of the heart of Christ and thenceforward
watches at [T1s gates, waiting at the posts of His doors.”™

To the writer of these words just quoted tlus was no mere
theory, but a malter of actual experience, for he testifies at the
gsame tirne that within his heart 18 the ‘* Eternal adoration, un-
ccasing and undisturbed.” What a bhssful experience this must
have been, and how “ar it surpasses anything else in the Christian
Iife. Yet how often we ure content with something so mueh less
—some mere passing emotion, or perhaps an occasional hour of
fellowship with others, or possibly even with a “* name that we
Live,”’ while all the time our hearts know but little of His abiding
presence. It seems as if God can find but few hungry hearts
to whom He can give a full measure of His promised presence
He waits to see a real longing desire 1n the hearts of Ihs children,
before he can thus appear to their joy  Even the Lord Iimself,
when speaking of this inestimable blessing, promises it upon
certain conditions- ‘° He that loveth Me shall be loved of My
Father and I will Jove him and will manifest Myself to Him,"’
and again, ‘* if a man love Me he will keep My words and
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I fcel in my hecart they will tcar themsclves away 1n a moment or
two, they can’'t sit quiet there. But sister 15 talking Now she is
looking straight at them.

“ You poor darlings,” she says. **I am so glad you are here
[ am going to tell you all about Jesus, I will tell you—"

That 1s as far as she got. Some of the women start to curtsey,
dropping on the floor in such a graceful manner that their skirts
sprcad around them until they looked hike little poppies in a garden
of flowers of resplendent hue. Others throw kisses, and sull otheis
clasp their hands and bow their hecads again and again

As I look into Sister McPherson's face I see she 1s crying and
laughing at the same time Then, unable to stand 1t any longer,
she holds out her hands and says, “ Oh, I just love you, and Jesus
loves you too”

That 1s all they nced. Qut of their seats they come They kneel
and make the sign of the cross, they kiss her hand, and, although
sister heiself did not know 1t at the timc, they kissed her fcet and
the hem of her dress, and cried out their petition: *“ Tell us ’bout
Jesus, lady,” they cry ¢ Heal my baby, he so sick, lady Please,
lady, we come long, long way.”

Back of me the choir 15 sobbing, front of me the gypsies aic
praying holding out their hands appealingly to a httle woman 1n
the garb of a servant. Truly she is a servant now, a woman who
Joves the common people so much that, laughing and ciying at the
same time, she can look into the coal-black eyes of a gypsy band and
say, “ I love you, I love you, and Jesus loves you too”

1 look at the audience. ls there a dry cye anywhere? Did Con-
vention Hall ever sce such a scenc belore? Oh, 1t must be that angels
looked over the Dbattlements of glory, and smiled when they saw
the outstrctched hand of a gypsy chief and heard the cry for Jesus
that came from the heart of a gypsy maid

It 1s very reluctantly that thcy take their seats, and the audiencc
joins 1n singing, ¢ Oh, how I love Jesus” Nonc of the gypsies arc
singing, they do not know the hymn They simply sit and watch,
most of them with a hand raised 1n the air and an appealing look
on then faces as thewr gaze 1s turned upward

The sermon 15 over now, and Sister McPherson is praying. She
15 praying that God will touch the hearts of the pcople, and bring
them to the altar to find peace and pardon and salvation at the feet
of Jesus Christ.

The gypsy band necds no sccond invitation The big, broad
shouldered chief 11scs to his feet and starts toward the altar. In an
instant cvery gypsy 1s headed for the altar chairs, and every last
onc of them—thurty-two 1n number—aie praymng for salvation and
the coming of the Iriend of the Gypsies—Jesus Christ—into their
heaits

By their sides kncel their white brothers and sisters, crying to
the samec Christ, blending their voices in a melody of prayer and
weeping their way through to the samec old rugged cross in the same
old fashioned way

It 1s a sight that one can never forget. Somec things in life stand
out above ali others, some 1ncidents stamp themscives indelibly on
the brain, and the sight of those dark skinned Orientals, in all the
gorgcous finery ot their race, and with all the warm blooded
impulses of their southern natures, crying for salvation, can never be
er :dhrated

That afternoon thcy vowced allegiance to another Monarch, they
b~came citizens of a2 new countiy, they subscribed to the constitution
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of a spiritual empue, and Jesus of Nazareth became a Gypsy King

T he meeting 15 over now, and tears of joy on faces dark skinned
have been wiped away. 1 am surrounded ﬂuy a group of men, fore-
most among whom 1» the gypsy chief

" We don't know much,” he says  “ We want to be saved, we
want to go to heaven, yes, we believe ]esus can heal the sick. JMister,
won’t you teach us how to pray? Won't you teach us how to have
faith? Mister, tell us what to do when the Holy Lady—"

“ Oh, but you must not call her that,” I remonstrated. T knew
how Sister AlcPheison recored from an} such titles and how she
would feel if they called her that But he came back at me quick
as a flash, *“ Why not, she 15 Holy Lady ”

‘“ No, brother, she 15—

« \Vell}” he interiupted, ““1s she bad lady?”

““ No,” T sad,

‘“ Then 1f she not bad, she holy lady. Everybody bad or holy
—mae all the time bad —now tryv to be ho.y o worg shoot craps,
no mole swear, no more gamble”

“’T'hat’s right,” I told him. “You try to be a recal Chnstian”

It was this conversation that led me o call a speuial meeting for
these gypsies at ten o'clock on the fullowing morming, the purpose
of the meeting being to teach them how to pray, how to look up
in faith when they were anointed for heahing, and how to walk
with Jesus when they went back to Baltumore and New York, the
towns from which they came

What a prayer meectung that was! They 1uled the room where
they were knecling, they filled 1t with dath shinned forms, with
prayer ot supphication and shouts of joy  whit simple child-hike
taiih they had, whnat assurance they hod that they would be healed.

I moved along the knecling rows praying with each one 1ndi-
vidually, and at last we rcee to our feet. The chief made a brnef
address 1n a tongue that was forelgn to me, but I knew from the
expression m their cyes that he was telling them of Jesus, I knew
from the fingers that pcinted upward that his story was of a land
that 1s fairer than day, a land that sometime will be Home to a wan-
dering gypsy band. X

‘The hours soon sped by, and the time arnved for the gypsy
service 1n Convention Hall ©Only the gypsics were to be prayed for
that might, only the gypsies were to move across the stage with
uplifted bands 1n supplicating prayer, only the gypsies [ say, yet
who can see the potential pOSSlblllthS wrapped up 1n those black
eyed gypsy boys who came into Rochester with a diseased hody and
a sin-stricken hecart, but went back to their tribes with healing for
the body and Jesus in their souls Can I describe that scene? Can ]
tell it just as 1t occuired? 1t secms to me that no human pen could
tell 1t right, only the keeper ef heavens bocks could really wnite
ihe scenes that that might were recorded by him in the ledgers of the
Eternal City.

First 1in the Iime comes the brother of the chief. He is a hig
fellow, broad shouldeied and swarthy, but his heart 1s heaving and
tus eyes are filled with tears I hand has card to Sister McePherson,
and 1n a moment she 15 praying, “ Jesus, bless this gypsy Oh, Jesus,
You saved his soul, touch hits body now, Jesus, just one touch of
your finger and 1t 15 done Oh, Jesus, help him to pray, Take away
this rheumatism, Lord, and oh, ]esus restore this deaf ear ” “‘Brother,
in the name of jea.u:, of Nazaréth reccive your healing.”

I am watchmg %.s tace Faith s there, not the passive hope
that it might be don=, but the active faith that takes the promise
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and says, “ It 15 donc” Slowlv he bends his once stiff joints, and a
smile of radiant happiness comes over his face, He bends his back,
his knees, his arms, and then he says something in gypsy language
that I carnot understand, but I know 1t must be the gypsy equivalent
to ‘‘ Praise the Lord!”

His pain 1s gone, the joints bend freely the first time in years,
he hears a watch tick with his deaf ear, and with a smile of satsfac-
tion he takes a seat on the platform,.

Heaing atter healing follows, shouts of joy come from the
audience, tears are flowing freely, and the whole building is stirred
as the power falls  Sister 1s happy, so very happy that Jesus 1s
working m such a wonderful way. She 1s standing now holding in
her arms a gypsy baby  She cuddles it close to her heart, and kisses
i1, and then Kisses 1ts mother, a beautiful voung gypsy queen That
mother’s head 15 thiown bacl;, arms are outstretched in prayer, tears
flow from those coal-black eyes and fall in large drops upon the
stage,

bt For of such 15 the kingdom of heaven,” the evangelist 15 say-
ing. ‘¢ Mother, your baby 1s well Jesus has touched your baby.”

“ Thanit vou, thank you,” sobbed out the gypsy mother, as she
clasped her baby in her arms as slowly the gypsy mother 1s led
from the stage, and the great audience looks on with eyes of amaze-
ment at the scene that Jesus of Nazareth, mmwvisible on the platform,
has enacted before them

But the line 1s moving along faster now, and in the row 1s stand-
ing a datk-eved, black-hanted gvypsy boy. PBecause his cars are deat
his cycs are wide open looking with a gaze of amazement at the
scene that s transpiring before him. His dark face 15 radiant with
the light of expectancy and hope as he stands before Sister McPherson,
and he strains his deaf ears to catch the words that leave the lips of
the evangelist

His deat ears are anointed, and then 1n a moment the smile
broadens 1nto @ ginin, and the grnin develops into a laugh as he turns
around to the gvpsies behund him, and =says, “ I can hear now, I can
heat, I arn healed”

Slowly Sister McPherson backs away from him, and says in a
whisper, * Can you hear me now?” But his eyes are riveted on the
grand piano, and he 1s hstening to the strains of ** My Faith Iooks
up to Thee,” that is coming from the prance and thc crying, singing
choir. Test after test 1s given him, and the audience, becommg
thoroughly satisfied that his ears are really opened, breaks into a
cheer while sister clasps her hands and lifts her eyes in gratitude to
{he Christ who 1s working such mnacles.

At tilus junctute of the proceedings the gypsy, who was suffering
from rheumatism before he was anointed, 15 unable to contain his
emonons any longer. There he 15 sitting with lus great big frame 1p
one of the choir chairs, his hands clasped in front of him, and his
eycs turned upward toward heaven. Great big tears are coursing
down his furrowed cheeks, and fall mn large ghttenng drops on the
fioor.

“ Pain all gone,” he keeps saying. ‘ No more hurt, praise the
Lord, pamn all gone”

A gypsy brother by his side evidently interrogates him, and
asks him how he knows that s pain is all gone? And the chief
immethately starts a little meeting of his own by jumping up on the
stage and promptly dances a gypsy )ig The audience saw and
wondered and applauded Never before have T seen such radiant,
happy faces as those of that gypsy band, who with the faith of a little
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chitld 1n the power of Jesus Christ, came with thew infirm bodies to
Hun on that gionous nmight.

Now sister 15 standing 1n front of a gypsy woman that 1s resplen-
dent with dresses that are of all the colours of the ramnbow  Magmifi-
cenl shawls are draped around her shouiders, and her headdress s
Jdazzling 1n its brilliancy. Row upon row of gold coins jingle around
her neck as she approaches the praying woman in white. There she
1s with her large black eyes glistening because of the tears, gulping
something back in her throat and standing with her hands out-
stretched toward hecaven, calling upon Jesus Chnist with all the
cmotion and passion of her race

Sister 1s anownting her now, and then a cry of gladness escapes
from her lips as putung her hands to her body she shouts, ““ It 15
gone, 1t 1s gone, all gone”

It seemed that the power of God so fiooded the building that
every gypsy 1n the line was healed.

The doxology has now becn sung and the crowd is slowly wend-
ing 1ts way through the doors, engaging in just one gencral topic of
conversation, the things that *heir eyes have seen and the things
their ears have heard, for this was the first divine healing service
m the city of Rochester.

The gypsies stayed on the platform, reluctant to lcave the great
building, crowding around Sister McPherson eager to get an oppor-
tunity to kiss her hand or reaching for her hand, place 1t themselves
upon their own hcads 1n benediction.

Sister was radiantly happy, so happy that these romantic people
had received the touch of Jesus in their physical bodies, but happier
by far that they knew the meaning of the old rugged cross, some of
them for the first time 1 theiwr hives.

There 15 an old gypsy custom that gypsies always follow when
travelling over transcontinental highways Sometimes as the gypsy
caravans come to a cross road they will take one road toward their
destination and strew flowers along the highway that gypsies coming
after them might see the road they bhave gone. Is it not significant
that the following morning the gypsies should come with their offer-
ings of gold for the Tahernacle and flowers of love for their dear
white sister before they said their fond good-bye? The trails of the
rainbow-hued women of Romany origin and the hittle woman in white
of Caucasian blood must needs go in different ways. One will go
on carrymg the blessed message of Jesus in tabernacles from coast to
coast, while the cther will lead to country byways, to verdant
meadows or rippling brooks and gypsy camps, but who knows that
in the end the roads will meet again before the gate of that city,
whose builder and maker is God —The Bridal Call.

“The Gospel Monthly."”

The printer of the “ Elim Evangel ”” announecs that he can supply
in tract form the Gospel and Childien’s articles (on the back cover of the
“Tivangol”}, each month at the follnwing rost FREE rates . —I100 for Is3d,
200 for 25 5., 307 for 3s 6d., 40 for 45 8d , 500 for 6s., or 1,080 for 11s. These
are very siilable for house to house disti:bution and epen-mir work, For
8d. per month extra (for any number) your own meetings can he printed
on the tracts (8 montls’ contiacts only). Orders should e sent direct to
F. B. Plallips, 10, Aldergate, Tamworth, Stafis Send for sample,
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“IBelieve your way through.”

By Pasror E . BouLtox.

* He was posscssed by the conviction that God can perform
whatever He has promised.”—Rom 1v., 20. (A. S. Way).
““ He endured, as secing Him who is m-ms:bl J'—Heb. xi, 27.

““ Aye, all your need! If you will only let Him.
If you will only at His feet outpour
Your heart, and let Him take entire possession,
The Love Iivine will meet your need, and more ”

Drar child of God, what is the burden of your soul at this
time? What 1s 1t that presses so heavily upon your spirit?
Are you o’erwhelmed by o sense of failure? TFailure to witness
for Jesus—failure to take a firm, fearless stand for Christ n
tho fice of keen opposition and cruel criticism ! Conscious,
perhaps, that your hight has been bidden when it was most needed
to shme forth 1n tcllmd testimony for righteousness and truth?
And now as a consequence you have come under a cloud of
condemnation which somehow robs your chrisfian experience of
its cusbormnary brightness and beauty. That cloud, the creation
of the Linemy, can instantly be plerced by faith. On the other
sude lies iberty, victory, yes, all that you need at this moment.
You must ** believe your way through ™

AMaybe it is sickness that has fastened upon ¥your body.
The medical verdict is decidedly unfavourable; the chanees of
recovery are remote; m fact, 1t 1s only a matter of time ere the
digsease proves fatal. What is to be done? Is there no way
of escave? Yes! Taith has the key to the situation, and will
release you from the chamber of sickness. ‘' Believe your way
through ™ to health!

Yon are couscious of a divine call to the Mission Field, but
a thousund difliculties stand lhike huge mountains in your way.
Yoa arc unknown; you have no finaneial ressurces whatever at
vour command; no influential friends to plead your cause. In
the fuce of all thus, says the Tempter, how can you hope ever
to reach the heart of Africa or the interior of China? Dear tested
one, there remams only one course open to you—throw yourself
wholly upcn God: He has purposely allowed your pathway to
be thus hedged m, m order that He may the more ¥ onderiully
displry His power * Believe your way through! ™

Perhaps 1t is the baptism of the Holy Ghost that you seek;
that wonderful enduement of power for service. DBut the tarrying
time seems so profracted, and you have grown so weary of waiting
that you are i danger of giving up the quest a]toﬁether Taint
not! “Press on! You are not far distant from the crnal ‘* Believe
your way through!”"  Soon you shall enter the pI‘OIIllbed land and
aing the Canaan song.

Turn to Exod xv., and listen to the jubilant song of that
marvellously delivered people! ’'Tis a song of victory that they
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sing. How came they mn this blessed position? Hebrews x1., 29
answers our question. They ** believed their way through.”” It
was faith that deprived Pharaoh of his prey, and brought Israel
into this triumphant place.

Agamn, turn to Dan. in., and read there the account of the
wonderful preservation of those three Hebrew heroes How came
they scathless out of the fiery furnace?® What robbed the flames
of therr power? '* They believed their way through,”’—they saw
God and were not confounded—their faith bore them unflinchingly
through the fiery ordeal.

Can 1t not be said of all who have passed from trial to
triumph, from grief and gloom to glory and gladness, from sickness
and sadness to soundness and song, that they ‘‘ believed their
way through? ”’ At one time there was not a ray of Liope visible
anywhere, but faith held on to its course, stedfast in its confidence
m God Everything pointed to the impossibility of the fulfilment
of the Divine promise; all things were against—the Devil, our
circumstances, even our christian friends were among those who
shook their heads and said “*how can this thing Le?”” And yet we
beheved, and to the astonishment of all, GOD DID IT Hallelu-
jah!  So that many of our erstwhile critics were obliged to confess
" this 18 the Lord’s doing, and it s marvellous in our eyes ”’

Yes, this is the surest and quickest way through all that
challenges the Word of God m our Lves. Perchance we have
sought to reason our way through, but spiritual problems are not
solved In this way; His ** way of escape '’ 1s always by faith.
Therefore beliecve God and thou shalt have power with God
and man and shalt prevaill “ BELIEVE YOUR WAY
THROUGIH ”

““ He brought me through the scorching fire,
Altho’ the flame waxed hotter, higher,
Yet, lo! what did those flames for me
But burned my bonds and set me free'
Thus through it all I learned to sing
The power and wisdom of my King.”

Pastor George Feffreys at Grimsby,

By FraNK HORNER (Methodist Local Minister).

“And for your souls I will gladly spend my all and be spent
myself."—I11 Cor., xu, 15. (Moffat).

THE above are thc words of the Apostle Paul to the people of
Corinth, but they exactly describc what we believe to be true of our
dear friend and brother Pastor Stephen Jeffrecys His twelve weeks’
mission here, commencing January 8th, revealed to all of us that he
had the burden of souls. Never shail we forget the anguish upon
his face when he witnessed crowds of people turned away nearly
cvery night because of the insufficiency of the scating accommodation
of the hall. Never shall we forget the love that poured from his
soul as he pleaded with the Great Physician on behalf of the sick
and lame Praise God for scnding him to ‘Grimsby!

On Friday morning, March 31st, at ¢ 30, the London train
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stcamed out of the town station amdst cries of hallelujah and singing
of ** God be with you ull we meet again ” from a crowd of supporters
who had come to bid hum God-speed on his journey home to enjoy a
well-carned rest  The talk then on almost everyone's lips was
““ What will his brother, Pastor George Jefireys, be like ?” Those who
were expecting another Pastor Stephen would be disappointed, for
never were twa brothers so diffcrent, in features, 1n mannenism and
method. However, the wonderful times of the last few weeks have
proved that God has a use for @/l men and @il gifts, providing they
are laid upon the altar for Him. This our dear brother has done,
and the same hcadlinc of scripture can be applied to him [ must
sultice with a brief account of his mission here

Services have Lecn held every cvening, and one has witnessed
many conversions, baptisms in the Holu Ghost, and special cases of
healing The outstanding service duniug the campaign was the
service held at the ©“ Gaiety,” a large skating rink, when about three
thousand pcople Listened 1ntently to I'astor George Jeffreys for over
one hour deliver in a scholarly, soul-inspiring style an address on
““ The Sccond Coming of Chust”, much could be said about this
mecting, but one has not the space The Pastor introduced the 1dea
of tcaching a new chorus or hymn at the commencement of the
mission, and 1t would do anyone good to sce the crowds of young
pcople trying to pick up the choruses after the services The singing
has ‘“ caught on” and helped laigely to spread the influence of the
meetings. The writer happened to be nding one day 12 a ¢car down
one of the principal thoroughtares when all at once the air was
tesonant with some of the beautiful songs, one of which was - -—

Constantly abiding; Jesus 15 mane,
Constantly abiding, raptore Divine,
He never Ieaves me lonely, whispers oh so kind,
“ 11l never leave thec.” Jesus is ‘mine.
[ learned afterwards that one passenger’s heart had been touched.

During the Easter festivities the Pastor gave addresses on the
“ Feasts of Jehovah,” and proved i1n a wondertfully stniking way how
they wele the shadow of the real substance we now enjoy. The 23rd
of Leviticus became a chapter of real hving pictures from beginning
to end There were thice scivices on Good I'riday, one on Saturday,
three on Easter Sunday, and three on Monday. At the close of the
Sunday cvening service twenty-one souls decided for Jesus Chnst
Hallelujah!

During the Easter services the Pastor was assisted by one of his
band of Lvangelists, NMr. McWhirter, who, hike Peter, revealed his
nationality by his tongue, Miss Butters, the Victory Hall Evangelist;
and Mr George Bell, a member of the Belfast Tabernacle, who gave
some instructive messages. Mr Douglas, who for years has held the
Pcntecostal ¥ort, which has been assailed and bombarded inces-
santly by the enemy, ably presided at the mcetings.

The Revival 15 still going on. Where 1t will end we cannot say
The Skating Rink, accommodating 5,000 people, has been taken from
Sunday, 23rd Aptil, and 1n 1t the two brothers will hold forth
together

ftems of Rntevest,

THE meetings at Clapham Common, T.ondon, have been continued
every night since Pastor George Jeffreys left, and might after night
souls have been saved, healed, and baptized wn the Holy Spint,  For



THE ELIM EVANGEL 73

scveral weeks Mr. Robert Smith, from Merthyr, was there, and the
Lord gave great liberty. At present the mcetings are bemng continued
by Mr. Darragh, Mr Hendersot:, and Miss Adams, who request
unccasing prayer for the work.

* ¥ * *

WRITING fi1om the s s *° Gaika,” nearing the African coast, Miss
llenderson, 1o a letter to her brother, says .—" We have been getting
along splendidly, and are quite happy 1n Jesus. It seems so long
since 1 left you all Though we have gone through much since, we
are closer to jesus than ever belore, and really more anxious than
ever of His close presence He 1s taking care of us, too, so do not be
anxwus about us Ve are His more than ever mow, and oh 1t s
so sweet to be thrust completely upon IHim ™ Our sister arllved at Cape

Town on the 19th Apiil, and should now be ou her long jouiney up countiy
We praise God for answered prayer.
# # * *

A TENTECOS1AL CONVENTION has been arranged to take place at
Grimsby during the Whitsuntide holidays. The speakers will, .V,
include Pastors Stephen and George Jeffreys. For further particulars
write Mr. J. Douglas, Belmont House, g9, Welbolm Road, Grimsby,
Lincs.

* * * x

A PexTICO31aL CONVENIION will, DV, be held tlus month at
Edminburgh, from 23rd to 2gth inst, 1n the new hall of the Leith
Pentecostal Assembly at Bonnington Toll. Amongst the speakers
expected are Pastor A, E. Saxby, Mrs L. S Halley and Mr. and Mrs
H. Small. Intending wisitors should write to the Convener, Pastor
Donald Gee, 46, Park Road, Leith, Scotland

* * * *

OwING to the small number of applications for rooms at Swan-
wick, the Convention arranged for last month was cancelled.
* * * *

A LETtER from Niss Winnie Andrews, of North Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia, rcports much blessing at Brother Smuath
Wigglesworth’s meetings,  Although at the tume of writing he had
only been there cight days, yet she tells of many conversions and
healings that had taken place A little girl of six years of age
walked for the first time after heing prayed for, a man suffering
from rheumatord arthritis was mstantly healed, and walked and
leaped and praiscd God There arc many other cases of which she
writes To God be all the glory!

' * * * *

BroTHER COLES sends a messape of grecting from Southampton
e refers us to No 50 1n Redemption Songs, asking that 1t should be
a sustained prayer-hymn to remind us all of the blessed unity of the
Spirit, which should bind all God's people into one. It will be
remembered that our brother pard a  visit to Bcelfast during a
Christmas Convention some time ago Our loving greetings in the
Lord go back to him with this number.

* * * k3

ANY Pentecostal friends passing through Taunton who could
give a little help 1n ministering to the saints there would be most
welcome  Special meetings might even be arranged by communi-
cating with Mr, Vickery, 45, Winchester Street, Taunton, Somerset,
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L Plea for Exrperience.

By Pastor DonNaup GEE.

“ We cannot but speak the things we have scen and heard
““ This s that.”'—Acts 1v. 20 and 11., 16

“ ExperisNcE —yes, ndeed; thank God for it! Is it not
the great essential to setting any mimstry, whether public or
private, uglow with convicting power? Is 1t not the substance
without which clevercst arguments, masterly doctrinal statements,
and the finest eloquence remain but as an emply shadow, in
danger of becoming and ending in mere words, rothing more?

No man possessed of a Scriptural experience need be afraid
of an argwinent, he 1s beyond 1ts reach.  Any man rejoicing m o
Living experience of God m hwis life has a power independent of,
and mighly beyond, all external training in logic or theology

We dare to press tlus glorious asset when we contend for the
mighty truths God has made living to us since the Comforter has
come and we have known what 1t 13 personally fo ‘' speak with
other tongues '~ as the Spirit gives us utterance, and to rejoice
in many another manlestation of His presence aulso.

It 15 trus that we meet some who would discount the value
of this line of argument altogether, who remind us that we must
not live on expeliences, but it is more true that the men and
women who tounded Clmstianity were those who had been set
on fire and kept oun fire by burning personal experience; and all
down the ages ever since, vevival has centred-—mot around the
dust of doetrinal battlefields and the places of exact presentation
of some orthodox creed—Dbut the rather where vahant humble
hearts have darea to veuture their Lives and thew all on fresh
discoveries of the glorious fact and boundless possibilities of a
Laving Christ i that acid test, but most couvineng of all proofs
—uactual experience in the huadly-burly of hife as all men know 1t
And m these experiences that are labelled *' Pentecostal,” we
hambly affirm that we have done the same, to God be the glory!

It would be the direst folly-—an inevitable road to disaster
and fanaticism—to put aside or even undervalue the absolute
necessiby of sound doctrine and an nnpregnable Scriptural basis
for whatever is clanned on the line of experience. DBut the writer
feels the more free to press experience for the moment because
o, sound doctrinal basts has surely been laid down and ably ex-
pounded by many a competent voice and pen.

Are we not almost entitled to smile at the cleverest arguments
that these things are not for to-day, when we see the streets of
Jerusalem recewve their modern sequel and before our own de-
lighted cyes the power of the same Lord Jesus making the lame
to walk and the deaf to hear. How well we remember, when
within a few weeks of the first experiences on these lines, a
beloved and honoured friend in the munstry sought for two hours
to persuade us that it was impossible to receive the gift of tongues
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to-day—and we huve rejoiced in 1te constant exercise for nine
ears |

d Do those who oppose this manifestation of the Spirit to-day
rightly measure all that is mnvolved, if but oxg out of all the
thousands of similar happy testimonies s proved to be true?

Facts are awkward things to dispose of after all. To the
glory of God we can testify—yes, verily by thousands-—to having
received a mughty experience, an actual erisis i cur Chrigtian
experience and in our ltves that has ever since lifted all things
to a higher level, has thrust us forth in testimony and service
for the Lord Jesus Christ that was before undreamt of, has made
us new men and women in a very real sense, has altered the
current of our lives, has changed our whole vizion both for this
hfe and the next, has flooded the word of God with new meaning
and power, and has made us taste as never before the exquisite
fulness of obeying the supreme commandment to love the Lord
our God wath all our heart, all our soul, all cur mind and all our
strength  And all this came to us when, dissatisfied with our
former Christian experience and sure there was something for us
more satisfying, we came 1 sincerity of heart and purpose to
our Father i heaven, asking for the fulfilment of ceitaun definite
promises in His Word, asking for a Baptism i the Holy Ghost
Like unto that recetved by the liarly Christians and portrayed on
the pages of our New Testaments—and with 1t came speaking
with tongues.

We are not ashamed of 1t  We have no concern whatever
to hide our testimony, or even to trim 1t to meet the requirements
of those who (the very words were spoken to the writer recently)
believe that *° Pentecostal folk would be wonderful people if only
they would give up tongues! ”  Our answer 1s that the Lord gave
us * tongues 7 when He gave us the larger revelation of Himself
m this fulness of the Spiwrit, and we will not grieve Him or in-
sinuale any il cholce on the part of the Divine Giver by spurmng
gl even lhuding the gift,

And all this leaves on one side the absolute Serpturalness
of 1t all

We admit that there is roomn af the moment for study and
teaching, aifting and ordermg, where these mighty experiences
of recent years are concerned, some of us realise the need and
are busy at the tagk Yet all this 13 in God’s order; we suggest
that He ever gives experience first—the understandmg of it after.

Our Dhttle ones in the home delight us with therr childish
prattle and early speech—and all long before their heads are
botherad as to whether the verbs are in the indicative or the
infimitive mood, or nouns are n the nominative or the objective
case |

We would suggest that those who have no personal experience
of these things might well speak more softly at times,

How good if those who have experience will be embnldened
by these lines to value it and unhesitatingly declare it the more,




73 THE ELIM EVANGEL

Above all things let the God Who first gave us all that we
know of personal Christian experience be the One in Whom we
dwell ever more deeply.

Great activity on doctrinal Imes is not always a sign of true
spiribual growth; but a deeper daily experience of the hand of
God 1n the life can only spring from larger knowledge of Him
" Whom to know is Life Eternal.”

Bible Stuoy Course.

By W. R G, PHAIR.
SUGGESTIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY.—No. 5.

Scripture: Genesis I | 14—19

IT is important 11 this pa-sage to obtain as nearly as possible
the exact sense of the Hebrew record. To illustrate this, let us read
the verses in Robert Young’s {literal) translation .—

Verse 14 And God saith, ‘“ Let luminaries be 1n the expanse of the
heavens, to make a separation between the day and the
night, and they have been* for signs and for seasons,

15 and for days and years when they have become luminaries
in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the

16 earth”; and 1t 15 so. And God prepareth the two great
luminaries, the great luminary for the rule of the day, and
the smail luminary, with the stars, for the rule of the

17 mght, and God appointeth them in the expanse of the

18 heavens to give Light upon the earth, and to rule over the
day and over the might, and to make a sepalation between
the light and the darkness: and God seeth that 1t 15 good -

19 and there is an evening and there 1s a morning—a fourth
day.”

Now not):: the following points :-—

1  The word translated 1n our versions *‘lights” (v. 14, 16),
¢« greater Light,)” lesser lrght” (v 16) is a different word from “ hight”
in verses 3, 4, 5, and elsewhere 1n the chapter. There 1t is simply
“ light ” (Heb.—or), here 1t 15 ‘‘ light-bearer ™ (Heb., ma—or), or
as Young translates, ‘‘ luminary.” Light 1s independent of the sunm,
or any other light-bearer, as pointed out 1n No. 1 of these studies.

2 In our versions a separate sentence 1s constructed at the end
of verse 16, by inserting the words “ he made ” before the words “‘ the
stars also.” This 1s not necessary, and has obscured the sense, afford-
ing a favourile point of attack by sceptics, while greatly mystifying
the student Read sunply in 1ts connection all becomes beautifully
clear and simple, harmonising with other scriptures, as shown m §.

3. The use of the English word “ set” in verse 17 has fostered
the impression that on this day the sun and moon, and probably also
the stars, were first set 1n their present positions The record does
not say so. The Hebrew word is ‘‘ nathan,” the ordinary word “te
give,” or, as Young translates, ‘‘ appoint.”

4 There is nothing in the Hebrew record to indicate either that
the sun, moon and stais wcre created on this day, or that they were
then for the first time placed 1n the positions they now occupy

5. The grand events of this day are referred to in other scrip-
tures in language which is evidently a quotation of this passage. In
these scriptures the foregoing points are brought out and amply

% ‘They have been’ 1s the Hebrew form of fixed or determned future, equivalent to Engh-h
‘they shall be ’
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confirmed Thus 1n Ps. 136, g, *“ The moon and the stars to rule by
night,” and in Jeremiah 31, 35, * Thus saith the Lord, which giveth
(Heb. nathan) the sun for a light by day, and the ordinance of the
moon, and of the stars for a light by mght.”

6 The appointment of the sun, moon and stars as light-bearers
with respect to the earth 15 one of God’s great gifts It may, and will
be modificd or withheld in His displeasure at a time of judgment
(Joel 2, 31, Ezckiel 32, 7, Luke 23, 44, Matt. 24, 29, ctc.) It may,
and will be amplified and extended at a time of great blessing
(Isaiah 30, 26), while eventually, for those who dwell 1n the glory
of His prescnce who 1s light (I. John, 1—g5. ¢ above the brightness of
the sun ” (Acts 20, 13}, 1t will no longer be required (Isaiah 6o, 19,
Rev 21, 23, 22, §).

“H will Declare what e hath done.”

I HAD becn saved for seven years, when I took seriously ill with
influenza and pleurisy and an abscess. I was attended by two doctors
and a nurse for a few weeks, and they had no hope for me. I also
took congestion of the lungs and chronic rhcumatism 1 got com-
pletely helpless, and was not able to come out of bed I then lay
for four months By that timc I had come to an end of myself. I
had got 1n touch with the Pentecostal people through one of my
daughters, who had been attending the meetings [ was visited by
two of the brothers, and they pointed out to me that God was the
Healer of the body as well as the Saver of the soul. I then obeyed
James 5—14 I also stopped both doctors and had all medicines taken
away from my room I completely trusted God for everything, and,
praise the Loid, from that time forward I mmproved every day, and
am now able to do all my housework

I attend the Penteccostal meetings, and, praise God, 11e has given
e the blessed Baptism of the Holy Ghost ¢ Ye shall receive
power after that the Holy Ghost 1s come upon you.” 1 am still
telling to others the great things the Lord has done for me for spirit,
soul, and body, wheieof I am glad.

Nothing 1n me, but all 1n my blessed Lord and Saviour To Him
be all the glory, for He aloune 1s worthy.—M C (Ballymena).

Pratse God for all His goodness to me and my hoy 1 often feel
I would like otheis to &now what the deai Loid has done for my
boy. 1t is just over two years ago when 1 had the news to say my
dear Mother had passed away Jack, being very fond of his Grandma,
took 1t very muclh to heait, and witlun a fortnight was struck down
with a stroke aud menwgitis 1 shall never forget when I went to his
bed and found him helpToss and blind  The doctor came in and out
but did not Lave much hope tur Lun Que eveniug he was much worse
and {riends gathered around Heo said. * Mother, hold mv hand, the
Angels are nearer to-night, can’t you hear the siugig? Ok they are
calling me, how lovely! | dow’t mimnd gomg 7 1t was then that a
beautiful simile came over his face and he stopped breathing. We all
thought hiun goue 1 wd ¢ Angthmg but this, Lord bhut Thy will be
done.”  Within two minutes he began to breathe Tle doctor ealled
and ordered him 1nto the hosprtal, and theire he lay for over five weeks,
and 1 must sav he had the best treatment: 1t they conld have cured
hun they would have done so. After doing their very hest for him they
gave orders for him to he sent home—a ciipple on crntehes, one leg
drawn up. How my heart ached. A week went by—a very hard testing
time—but I knew Jesus hived Bless Him 1t was then that 1 was led
to seek God as his healer.
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It was on a Tuesday morning. the weck after he came out of
hospital, that I asked God to heal lum completely, It was tea-time of
the same day, we were gathered around the table; 1 shall never forget
it, for suddenly a most wonderful glory fell upon me. Oh, how happy
I felt, 1 do not know whether the others present felt like me, but this
one thing I do know. .Jesus was in the room for my boy rose at that
moment from the armchair, making a peculiar noise, and gradually
walking straight The next morning he was perfectly whole. Piaise
God Neighbours and friends wondered what had happened, but he
calmly told themn: Mother’s prayers He had not the shightest limp and
still remains quite strong and well. He 1s now working for hiz hiving,
and plays first cornet in the 8 A band Jack was fifteen last Christmas
Day  What the Lord has done for my boy and me e 15 willing to de
for others. -

Prame His Holy Nare, Jesus lrves and 13 the same yesterday, to-day
and for ever —Mrs H P. (Brixton).

Eiim Evangelistic Band.

Miss KexnEDy conducted ‘an eight days’ mission at Ballytyrone,
concluding 2nd Apnl, and a time of blessing was experienced.

Mr Fletcher 15s now back at Newtownards and Mr, Campbell at
Banhkridge.

AMiss Streight and Mr. Yale are at Belfast

Bir Kingston 1s at Armagh, while Mr Phillips s away n
England

The mission at Bangor lasted three weeks, 2nd it is with deep
thankfulness to God that we can ask those of our readers who umted
in prayer for the meetings to rejoice with us now over the fruit
gathered 1in. The attendance was splendid from the very commence-
ment, and by the beginming of the second week results began to
appear. Much precjudice was broken down, and, best of all, there
is now a mce httle company whose shining faces tell of the new
peace and joy that has come into their lives One or two of them
have been saved from lives of utter failure, and are testifving to
changed desires and renewed wills, and Jesus in their hearts, Special
prayer 1s asked for the converts,

Special meetings weie held at Belfast over the Easter holidays. These
were convened by Pastor Mercer instead of by Paster Pinel as previously
announced, the latter being at Clapham Common Though the attendance
was not as good as at previoUs Conventions, owihg to the state of unrest 1n
the city, yet the Lovrd was prestnt mn all His power as the Risen, Exalted
Omne, living 1n the power of an endless Iife. The nunistry of the Word was
much used 1n confiiming the saints in the fauth, and many 1ecerved bles-ing
and went away with a greater love and zeal for the Woid of God. On
Easter Monday thitty-one passed through the waters of bapiism,

The Easter Convention at Dowlars was marked by much blessing.
The power of the Lord was present 1o save and to heal. Many found
peace in accepting Christ as their Saviour and others were healed
Amongst them was a man who for over six years had been going
about on crutches; now he 1> walxing the streets of Dowlals without
a stick. A woman who had been blind 1m one eye for over two years
can now see perfcctly with both eyes. Truly He 1s still the very
same Jesus!



Bl Dying Officers’s (Dessage.

A wouNe officer wha was well known as Lhaving led a care-
less, woildly hie, was lymg at the point of death in a hospital,
when he wus visited by a trooper of his regiment. After speaking
kindly wouds of qympdthy, Taylor received {rom the dying man,
as lie had received from hundreds of others, mementoes and
mess.ges for loved ones at home.

* Promise me, Taylor, that when you get back to England,
vou will call and see 1wy mother, and tell her all about me ™

“Yow mother, sn?’” and the loolk of sorrow and regret on
3 ! ’ i =
the dving face made han say gentlv - *° May T tell your mother
that you died lrusting in Clist, sir? 7’

" No, no,”” was the answer given bilterly, *° She is a good
woman aud a Christian It will break her heart, T know; but
no, tt is wol {rue of mel ” and he turned lus {ace away.

That was the begmuing  *° But Chust will 1eceive you now,
just us you wie. Why nobt eome to Hun? ™

Tavlor,” was the bitler answer, I have hved only for
myself, aud Lave given God no thought all my Life. Tlow could I
he so MEAY as to twn to Him and ask Him to help me now
when [ am dymg? No! it's too late. 1 couldn’t come now;

it would be so miean

“WWait o mwnute, st Loolk at it this way. Look at it from
Christ’s side.  After all He has doue for you—and Ile died row
vou—aive Iim the chance of rcaping your soul. He has suffered
enough for you Don’t cause Him still more disappointment !
Give Hium at loast the chanee of saving you Now, late though
it is 7’

The dximg man’s eyes opened in astomishment. This was
a2 new way ol loolumw at 1t—that Christ would be disappointed if
he held back, and that he w ould be woundmg Himn still further
—that was a new thought.”’

“ Leave mo, Taylor, and come again this evening. I must
a alone, 1 must think.”

And that evening, when the trooper went, there was no need
to ask whether or not he had come. The ]mht in the dying man’s
eyes told the tale. He had xor dkmppomted Christ. The lost
sheep had nit the Shepherd save him ** to the ultermost.”

©“ Tell my mother . . her prayers have been
heard,” he wlaspered

When back 1 England, Taylor did tell that mother, and
found, as be expected, a st of God, whose prayers had follawed
lier bov and had been answered. You who read this may have a
praving mother  Seud her the good news that you have taken
Christ as yvour Saviour !—Selected.

Punted by F B Phillips, 10, Aldergate, Tamworth, Stafis





