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THE NEW YEAR, 1882.

THE old year’s past; its wondrous tale is told:
The like to many households n’er has been:

Grim death has crept within the happy fold,
Casting its shadow o’cr the brightest scene.

And joys have floated down the stream of life,
As though no others were beneath the sun.
O Lord, amid the rage of mortal strife,
How difficult to say, ¢ Thy will be done.”

The trials past, if sanctified of Thee,
Shall yet appear in undisguised array;

To prove Thy wisdom great, Thy mercy free ;
Teaching our hearts to trust Thec, day by day.

Speak we of grief—forgive us, Lord, the while;
Thy gifts are greater than our greatest woe !

Our keenest pains depart if Thou dost smile—
And all is peace—Lord, we would have it so.

In this New Year all blessings will be new,
And sorrows, o0, to temper life’s rough way.
On the dim path that we may yet pursue,
Let heaven’s blest sunshine shed a gladsome ray.
Hopeful, we wait the opening of Thy hand,
And take as good from Thee what may appear;
Scatter the horn of plenty o'er the land,
And crown with ten-fold goodness this New Year.
DPut far beyond this bright New Year we ken
Pleasures so sweet, they brim oar eyes with tears,
We look and think of that glad morn—O, when
Eternity shall take the place of years !
Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS,

“Be Shall Testrly of FHle.”

THE FATHER did testify of the SON!
The Sov did testify of Himself !
‘When Immanuel’s work on earth was closing,
He promised to send to them
The COMFORTER, saying,
“ HE shall TESTIFY OF ME.”
‘ N THAT a sentence to commence the year one thousand eight
hundred and eighty-two with! Men testify of themselves !
Wonderful creatures we are to be sure.
VoLUML XXXVIII,—JANUARY, 1882, B
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Sinners of sinners speak,
And saints some saints admire;
But when the PARACLETE doth come
HE sets the soul on fire !
He melteth pride,
The heart is tried,
The soul ascendeth higher.

Kind readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, I come with no formal
address, with no brain-spun prologue, with no prolix or poetical preten-
sions. Plausible and assumedly pious persuasions are common enough,
and as poverty-stricken as they are plentiful. The central and substan-
tial PROMISE of the REDEEMER’S closing discourse on earth was a
prophecy of the PErRsoN and of the Power by which His ransomed
Charch, His redeemed family, should be gathered up. It was brief, but
as foll of mystery and of mercy as it could hold. Of the ETERNAL
SrirIT He said,

“HE SHALL TESTIFY OF ME.”

And it is of this glorious prophetic promise, of the promise itself, and of
the faithfol and fruitful fulfilment of it, that I desire to write; because
it has entered much into my soul of late; and becanse it is the only safe
test of a sinner’s salvation here, and the only true earnest of a soul’s
entrance into glory hereafter.

The natnral and the educational talk of some Christ, or Christs—
which the Almighty never knew, never sent, nor never will honour—is
quite distinct from the witness of the HoLy GHosT, as the Revealer of
the CHRIST OF Gop. The most essential parts of the Spirit’s work may
be briefly expressed in four lines:—

HE comes to convince the soul of its sin;

He comes to convert the soul to Gop;

HE comes to comfort the soul by revealing a Saviour’s blood. to the
conscience;

HE comes to confirm the sounl in the faith, and in the truth.

No sinner can be saved without the new covenant work of the co-
eternal, co-essential, co-equal THREE-ONE JEHOVAH. There was an
absolute necessity (on the part of those who were to be saved) in the
promise,

“HE SHALL TESTIFY OF ME,”

Withont Gop THE FATHER'S loving and predestinating decree, there
would have been no Church for CHRIST to redeem; without the substi-
totion of the Son of God taking the place of the sons of men, there
woald have been no salvation at all! Adam’s expulsion from the garden
of Eden said that; the awful flood in Noah’s time said that; the Siniatic
fire and thunder in giving the law said that. The failure and passing
away of the Mosaic ceremonial, of the Solomonic temple-glory, of the
prophetic dispensation, the four hundred years of darkness before the
bright, the Morning Star appeared, all, all these said, “ Without the
shedding of blood ”—Dby the eternal Son of God Himself—* there can be
no remission of sins.””  And, now, in regard to the HoLy GHosT in His
sovereign and saving work; what does the history of the Church and of
the world say unto us? Have not thousands of ministers and of
missionaries been going forth for many, many years? Have they not
boldly preached the doctrine of universal redemption, and of man’s free-
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will to receive or to reject the man-made offers of salvation? They have.
And T judge them not; I censure none of them. They believed they
were called to their work, men trained them for their work; and the Lord
God of hosts permitted them to go on prospering in their work.

But, gentlemen, doctors of divinity, you thousands of the Arminian
-8chool—let me beseech of you to look around upon the nations of the
earth; look into the state of our own country; listen to the voice of the vast
majority of the English, the Irish, and the Scotch people; and what do
they say? ~“ We will not have this Man to reign over us!” The free-
will element has, no doubt, influenced millions of people; it has cansed
them to come into the ranks of Christendom’s professorships; and some
of them, we hope, have realised the work and the witness of the SprIT;
but the genersal, the universal, “ the whole world's salvation ” theory has,
and is, increasingly proved to be a mistake. Meanwhile, in quietude, in
His sacred, silent, and sovereign power, the Saviour’s promise has been
manifested, and savingly realised in all the elect of God; in them the
Spirit hath testified of CHRIST.

Multitudes of ministers could never stand without the sentiment of
the universality of CHRIST’S redemption work. Their people would not
hear them. That doty faith leaven jis fermenting the minds of the
masses of professing people more and more. There are many of the
followers of Jrsus CHRIST who do not trouble themselves about free-will.
The one only question with many is:—

¢When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come,
To fetch Thy ransom’d people home—
Shall I among them stand 7

How (I trust) the Divine SpPIRIT hath testified to my soul of the
Sox or GoD let me give you in a few words, as a sample of fhe theme
on which I would dwell, either in preaching or in writing, the few
remaining days of my existence here, More and more I desire so to be
in the fellowship of Christ thal, with Paul, I might exclaim from the
depths of the inner sacred life, “ God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross, in the sufferings, sacrifice, and all-sufficient, atoniog work of
our Lord Jrsus CHR1ST: by whom I am crucified unto the world, and
the world unto me.” All the externals, all the vain shows, all the bald
and empty sounds, all the passing shadows, in which, for so many years,
I have seen some of the priests and the people to be walking, are indeed
gead services unto me; while, again and again, there bubbles up in my
heart:—

“Soon shall I pass the vale of death,
And in His arms shall lose my breath.”

May those blessed ““ underneath ” arms carry my soul, and your soul, dear
reader, into the mansions prepared for and promised nnto all who truly
in the Lord believe. Amen.

In my brief farewell word to you at the close of the last volume, in
the December number of the EARTHEN VEsSkL for 1881, I was lingering
around the borders of Gethsemane, and I saw, as I thought, the wondrous,
the mysterious, the glorious IMMANUGEL, rolling, and wrestling, and
pleading, and running to and fro from where He had been crying, “ 0, My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me!” to His disciples,
and again to the more remote part of that Gethsemane, He repeated the
cry from His human heart; while, immediately, the Divine energy
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;E)Iressed in with, “ Nevertheless, not as 1 will, but as THoOU wil!”
ereé was
A CONFLICT, AND A CONQUEST TOO!

Some of you know how this terrible struggle in the Saviour’s soul has
caused the semi-infidel to contrast the apparently unmoved boldness of
Socrates with the terror, trembling, and agony of the Saviour'’s soul—
wher JUSTICE presented the cup of wrath to Him!

WHO WAS SOCRATES? AND WHY WAS HE SO CALM?

History, reliable history, writes Socrates down as the greatest of the
ancient heathen philosophers. He was born 400 years before Christ
came into the world. At Athens, in the prime of his manhood, he shone
as a wise, 4 noble, and an unflinching man of virtue and of power. His
intrepid virtue, and the severity with which he reproved vice, prodoced
a malicious enmity against him. He was cast into prison; he was
doomed to drink a cup of poison. When the time came to present it to
him, he received it without a change of countenance, or the least degree
of perturbation. It was a scene! Lindley Murray tells you Socrates
took the cup, then offered up a prayer that he might have a prosperous
journey into the invisible world; and, with perfect composure, he
swallowed the poisonous draught. He covered himself with his cloak,
and expired. “ The story of the fate of Socrates,” says Cicero, ““ I never
can read withount tears.”

There was a difference as wide as the Poles between OUR SavIoUR
and the mighty heathen, Socrates. Martyrs have gone to the stake
unmoved; yea, they have glorified God in the fires. No cry came from
them that their cup might pass from them. Felons have ascended the
fatal scaffold “ with a firm step,” and-appeared tomeet their awful death
annerved, unmoved, with a boldness too mysterious to comprehend.
And do not many people who have lived in the fashions, in the follies, in
the falsehoods of the world all their days, come to death with quietness,
end pass away —as has been said of them—in perfect peace? .

They never could have seen sin to be exceedingly sinful; the law of
God as being so holy and so perfect that it searches the inmost
thoughts of the heart, was never so known to them. The holy majesty
of the ALMIGHTY, the unbending and unflinching rigonr of DIVINE
JTSTICE had never blazed through them. Or, like the pnblican, they
would have cried unto the Most High for mercy. VIRTUE! A moral
virtue was the goddess of the philosopher Socrates. To that he clung
until he passed into * the invisible world.”

“The apathy of stoicism,” says George Philip, “is no pari of
CHEISTIANITY.” Nay; but a stoical nature often dresses itself in a
Christian garb; there are many stoics in our pulpits. Their stone-like
unbending, their iron-like hardness, their natural gifts, their combina-
tion of conceit, of hardness, and of stoical firmness, obtain for them the
position and the plaudits of strong and faithful men. They can shoot
their sarcastic arrows into the hearts of broken and bruised reeds; and
stand erect like the heroes of a thousand wars. Satan doth not disturb,
ne doth not alarm those who are fast enough chained in any of his
delusions.

One key which seems to open the mystery of

JESUR'S AGONY IN GETESEMANE,
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is the fearful supposition that not only did Divine Justice there present
the sword with which to slay Hiwm, but Satan here came with all his
might and furious force to desfroy Hm. Ah! methinks

THE TWO GREAT PRINCES

here fought their last battle. Here Satan, the prince of the power of
the air, aimed to hunt the Prince of Peace unto death before He could
finish the work which the Father had given Him to do.

When the Lamb of God came into Gethsemane’s garden, He came
there with all the Church’s sins and transgressions, and iniquities, and
blasphemies, and wicked backslidings charged and made to meet upon
Hiun. He came there as the sinner’s Substifule; He came there—yes,
JESUS came there—into that doleful Gethsemane, not with a heart
deceived, not with a conscience seared, not with a mind as blind as
Cain’s, not with a soul as dead as Balak’s, or as the one thief who died
blaspheming Him. No! our beloved Saviour came there with a soul as
holy, as pure, as white, as innocent, as tender, as full of holiness and of
goodness as when He was first brought into the world, as when the
angel said, “ that HoLy THING that shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God ! ”

Hearken! In this desperate extremity, when JUSTICE meets Him,
when JUSTICE finds all His Chureh’s guilt upon this precions Lamb of
God, does any voice from heaven now exclaim, * This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased”? No! every voice but the sin-
searching, sinner-condemning voice of JUSTICE is silent, while the
bruised, bleeding, agonising Son of God alone cries out, again and again,
“ 0, My Fatbher, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me !”

Far—very far—above and beyond thislower earth, there was a voice
crying violently, “ Awake, O sword, against My shepherd, and against
the man that is My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts; smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered ! ”

That sword unsheathed the Saviour saw, and the cup of wrath as
well; and, from a variety of causes, as one dares to think: from the fact
that Man had sinned at all, that His Father's holiness had been dis-
honoured; from the fact that His own everlastingly beloved Bride—the
Church—had fallen into the horrible pit; ah! and from the fact that the
wicked Jews, the traitor Judas, and Satan himself,were all now conspiring
against Him. These dark and dreadfal realities all rolled over and over
His perfectly righteous soul; and to prove that He was real man as well
as the mighty God, to show He was experimentally acquainted with all
the sorrows that could afflict His people at any time, JEsUs was to come
into this dismal shadow of the cross, this prelude to the final crisis of
His mission on earth, the bearing of our sins in His own body up on
to the tree. I cannot leave Gethsemane yet; but must not attempt any
further this month to dive into its scenes, sounds, and sorrows. Besides,
it is but very few who care to read or hear of Gethsemane. Allthe public
prints declare the fact that ours is a fast, a flourishing, a shadowy age.
The playing at chapels, the mockery of the  pastoral ” office, the luke-
warmness of the people, the poverty of the pulpit, in every sense, with
some painful downfalls of many who once aimed at high places—all
these uniting clouds do bring a darkness over our Zion, which holds back
anything like a cheerful anthem from us at
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THE COMMENCEMENT OF 1882!

To all who have been planted in the likeness of the Sayiour's
death, the promise is sure: they shall be planted in the likeness of His
resurrection. It is a heaven-revealed declaration that it is through
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom; and, from all 1 can see
and hear, the children of God in this life, and in passing out of this
life, are those who make up the flock of slaughter; but every vessel of
mercy shall ultimately come off the dark battle-field more than a con-
queror through Him that loved them. The Saviour Himself planted
this one unerring standard: “ He that endureth to the end shall be
saved.” 1 can realise no sympathy with the principles nor with the
practices of the Arminian companies. Nor can I look with hope upon
the bazaar movements, the service of song system, nor with any of the
combined organisaticns which, more or less, ignore the Gospel; and aim
more at the obtaining of the people’s money than they do at the salvation
of their souls. But I have the deepest fellowship in my soul with all
who aim above all things to extol the LamMB oF Gop—those who follow
Him from Jordan into the wilderness, who walk with Him, and listen to
Hmu in all His ministrations, who sit down with Him in the large upper
room, who go (in spirit) with Him into the Garden of Gethsemane, who
will not, who cannot, with Peter—in any form—say, “1 know mnot the
Man;” but who, like young Mark (as some believe, the Cyrenian), gladly
bear the cross after Him, even up to the top of Calvary’s hill; and there,
as they sang iu the Royal Mausoleum at. Frogmore, when the Queen and
her family commemorated the twentieth anniversary of the death of her
most deeply beloved Albert, so all those who have fellowship with Christ in
His sofferings, traly exclaim:—

¢Q, come near to Calvary’s cross, whereon hangs our Redeemer. Ye
faithful, shed your tears, for your Lord pours His life-blood for your
salvation. O behold, as ye weep, your Lord hung on His cross, the
spotless victim; how He bleeds, how He dies, how He drinks to the dregs
the bitter cup of sorrow, dying to give us life! Ah, behold! Whata
scene to our eyes is unfolded: with scourges He is torn, with thornsand
croel nails and with spear He is wounded, for us thus sacrificed!

“ Hear us, O Saviour! and pardon all our sins, and give us life in
Thee. Thou hast suffered for us: we have planted Thy bitter cross on
Mount Golgotha. O grant ns Thy grace, our cold hearts to kindle, and
to quicken our faith. Thou hast rausomed our souls from the grave and
from hell. Thou hast saved Thy redeemed. Lord, we offer to Thee our
grateful love and praises at the foot of the cross. Who suffer here with
Thee shall reign with Thee in glory, in joy, and love, and peace.

“Soon, ah, soon from the grave shall Thy all-quickening Spirit call
u8 to life ugain. Lord, our Redeemer, O hear Thoa our petition, bow
Thine ear to our prayer. Lord, grant us life eternal.” )

Surely the broken heart, the penitent soul, the weeping, seeking
sinner, will unite in such langnage as the above, although in High-Charch
tones it might go forth; but, whether in the Royal Mausoleum, or with
the half-crushed John Thomas in the coal-mines of Wales, wherevera
poor sonl with faith in a bleeding Saviour thus pours forth its plaintive
sighs, there—to such a sin-abhorring, Christ-seeking pleader—my sym-
pathies gush out, in honest, hearty, earnest cries; for, as Coleridge says:

“This alone is the essential in Christianity, that the same spirit
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should be growing in us which was in the fulness of all perfection in
Christ Jesus. Whatever else is named essential, i8 such becanse, and
only as far as, it is instrumental to this, or evidently implied herein.”

I must here close np my brief and imperfect introduction with the
sorrowful conviction that (with very few exceptions) ** our Churches and
our ministers are in a serions condition. I, and several of my corres-
pondents, are carefully inquiring into the real state of what are termed
Strict Baptist Churches.”” We know already that most awful declen-
sions, deceptions, and delusions exist. Of the London and provincial
Churches, and of the pastors, a careful review may follow. To that
solemn test we must come :—

“ Did not 1 see thee in the garden with Him?2”

That the New Year now rolling in may witness a revived, a genuine,
saving and gracious revival of the HoLy SPIRIT'S power, is the long-
continued prayer of your friend in the truth,

CrarLES WATERS BANKS.

Banbury-road, South Hackney, December, 1881.

MOTTO FOR THE YEAR 1882.

That thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful NAME, THE LORD
‘THY GoD.—Deut. xxviii. 58.
A FEW DISCURSIVE NOTICES ON THE SUBJECT.
By W. WinTErRs, WALTHAM ABBEY.

AMID the mysterious vicissitudes of the every day life of the

Christian, the seasons of joy and sorrow, sunshine and cloud,
bereavements of dear friends, losses and crosses in business-life and in the
domestic circle, with a thonsand heart-worries, of which the outer world
are ignorant and indifferent, how sweet to rest implicitly on the NAME of
Hixt who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.

¢ With joy I would proclaim
The wonders of abounding grace,
And Jesus still the same."”

The NaME of Jehovah-Jesus is full of substantial comfort to Christ-
seeking, sin-harassed souls, and when regarded in the mightiness of its
meaning, such exercises Christians are apt to consider it not in and
throngh the proper channel, consequently it appears too awfully grand
and dreadful even to express in a way of devotion. This feeling is realised
in a manner akin to superstition, and is strictly Juduic, thongh not wil-
fally so, for the Jews considered the Name of God too sacred to record
with ink, except they first wiped their pen. The timid soul sings,—
“Till God in human flesh I sce,
My thoughts no comfort find ;
The holy, just, and sacred Three

Are terrors to my mind.”
The titles of Jehovah must therefore now be observed through the
complex natare (not character) of Jesus Christ, His mediatorial wor}x
gives freedom of approach to the Father without slavish fear or supersti-
tious dread; hence Christ, as God, is not to be considered as an inapproach-
able Being, too high and distant to hold fellowship with. Faith sees in
Him all that the soul needs for time and eternity; and love, divine love,
shed abroad in the heart, constrains the true seeker to love Him in
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return. Here is genuine familiarity with Christ, the preveuntative of
slavish fear, and the death of heart-enmity to His glorious Person, work
and people. At the same time there is a filial fear that preserves the
soul from wilfully offending either Him or His people. 'This is the out-
come of grace in the soul, and which testifies of a complete nnion with
Christ, and from which arises real communion (not gossip) with saints.
O for this love let rocks and hills
This lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues

The Saviour's praises speak.”

The most grand and mysterious of titles applied to Jehovah, is that
which He expresses to Moses before the deliverance of Israel from Egypt
took place, namely, “I aM THAT I AM.” And though the full import of
that divine appellation is not to be fully understood or grasped by finite
minds, it is nevertheless comforting and strengthening to believers to
realise implicit confidence in the omnipotence, omniscience, and omni-
presence couched in that Name, and in all that is revealed of it, as also
to feel supported, surrounded, and overshadowed by the mercy, wisdom
and power of it flowing through the blessed perfections of Christ Jesus.
This title belongs equally to each of the glorious Persons in the undivided
Trinity; and is literally rendered, “I am aAND I WILL BE,” or, “ I wILL
BEWHO 1 WILL BE,” which is suggestive of the self-existence and perfec-
tion of the divine nature of the eternity, indivisibility, sovereignty,
unchangeability, and immensity of the LORD of hosts. It does not
appear that this mystic title, “1 am THAT T AmM,” was ever used by man,
or was even intended to be appropriated by him, exzcept that portions
bearing upon the title of Jehovah are used as prefizes or affixes to
names of Hebrew persons and places, but not the whole ineffable title
as it stands in Exodus iii. 14. Though the *“I aM” is twice expressed
to Moses in the above verse, the form Jehowvah is substituted for it,
when the Lord renewed His promise to Israel (see Exodus vi. 3). The
New Testament equivalent of the name is seen in Rev. i. 8: “1 Am
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last;” and whom the apostle declares
to be “ the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever,”” which expression takes
in the eternity past, the present time, and the eternity to come. There
is a majestic simplicity in the appellation, “I am,” that sets at noble
defiance the precise laws of human language. And, no doubt, the
ungodly Jews well understood the purport of its awful meaning, when
they attempted to stone the Lord Jesus for saying, “ Before Abraham
was, I am.”’

“Jehovah, great I AM ! by earth and heaven confessed ;
1 bow and bless the sacred Name, for ever blest !

The patriarchs, it is evident, did understand the meaning of the title,
Jehovah, as is plain from Gen. ix. 26, xv. 2, xxii. 14, xxviii. 20, 21.
But its full and complete meaning, its force and burden was not before
known (Exod. vi. 3). The mighty Jehovah, that present Deity, who
resided, as it were, in the Holy of Holies, and who so often condescended
to communicate with His people, is by the Jews declared to be * the
Shechinale,” or  the Shechinah of Jah,” signifying the dwelling of God
with His people ; and when speaking of Jehovah in His covenant relation
to Christ, we say, with the Jews, ‘““Adoni,” or my * Adoni-Jah” (my
covenant God.  Also, when we praise the Lord, we say, < Hallel-
jah,” or “ Hallelajah.”

(Conclugion of Mr. Winter's Notes in our noxt)
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THE MYSTERIOUS PASSAGE OF THE SOUL FROM
DARKNESS TO LIGHT.

AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF GRACE IN ONE OF THE
LORD'S CHILDREN, MISS B-——, WHO FOR SOME YEARS HAS REEN A

GREAT SUFFERER.
By Mgr. Isatam SwmiITH,
Lastor of the Bap!ist Church, Great Yeldham, Fsse.r.

NE evening, after our prayer meeting, one of the friends said, “ What

a sad thing it is for poor Miss B——.” I inquired, What is it ?

One gaid, “ It is thought she is going out of her mind.” Another said,

“ My impression is she is under conviction of sin;” and turning to me,

said, ¢ I should like you to go and see her.” T replied, “I will do so.”

Another said, “They will not let you see her ; they are quite High

Church.” T replied, I shall go, the Lord permitting me, and if I am
turned away, I shall feel I have done my part.”

T resolved, if possible, to get permission of her brothers (her parents
being dead) to go and see her. What passed between them and myself
I pass over, suffice it to say, they consented, after my telling them I did
not believe their sister was going out of her mind ; for that I myself,
and others T knew, had been similar to her. T decided to wait, and,
like Nicodemus, go at night. Night came, and darkness of mind came
with it. T said to my wife, “1 don’t feel that I can go now. I feell
shall not be admitted.” She replied, * You know where that came
from.” T said, “ Well, perhaps it iz so ; ”” and up I got, and off I went.
As soon as I closed my gate, the words of the poet came to my mind,—

“ Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood.” &e., &c.

There was power, and sweetness, and joy came and filled my mind until
I reached the house. I knocked at the door ; no one came. I again
knocked ; no one came. Then it came into my mind, they gness who
it is, and will not answer. I did not know what to do. I thought I
would return ; then felt I ought not. I knocked louder, praying the
Lord to send someone, and so decide the matter in my mind. In about
two minutes Migs B——"s sister came to the door. Isaid, I have called
to see your sister, if agreeable and convenient ; for I have an impression
on my mind that the Lord may make we the means of comfort to her ;
for, from what I have heard, I believe it to be the work of the Holy
Spirit upon her soul.” She replied, ¢ You are aware, Mr. Smith, my
sister has been brought up to Church. I hope you will not say any-
thing against the Church.” ¢ Oh! dear me, no,” I replied, “ I love the
true Church.” I was then shown upstairs, and made my way to the
bed-side. She looked like
“ A sinner near despair.
Who'd sought the mercy seat by prayer,
And felt she had no business there.”

1 took her hand in mine, saying, “ I am sorry to see you so afflicied in

body, but am glad you are afflicted nnder a sense of your sin.”” She

looked at me, and said, “ Sir, how can you say so ?” I said, “I can;

I feel sure the Lord is doing a great work in you” (for my feelings

towards her were indescribable). She said she doubted that, and told

me I did not understand her case. I replied, “ Yes, I do; and to prove
C
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it to you, I will tell you your thoughts and feelings.” She gave me a
look. I proceeded : ““ A few months ago you read your Bible ; you read
your prayers ; you thought you was good ; and that you pleased God for
doing what you did. Now you cannot read ; you dare uot pray ; you
feel God’s wrath is about to come upon you, and that hell and damnation
is your desert.” She exclaimed, “How do you know that?” I said,
“Now, isit not so ?”” She turned to her sister, saying, “ How wonderful
he should know that !” Then to me she said, <“Yes, it is true; and
more than that.” T said, “T will tell you more yet. You have a feeling
of Christian love for me you cannot account for.” She said, “ How do
you know that ?” I said, “Because my heart is knit to yours.” She
said, “* So is mine to yours.” 1 said, “ A few weeks ago you would not
have allowed me to have seen and talked to you as Thave.” She replied,
“T should not have allowed you to have come into the house; but how
wonderful and strange it is all to me ! I did not know Dissenters were
like this!” After more conversation I said, “ Well, I must leave you
now in the hands of our heavenly Father.” She exclaimed, ¢ Oh! don’t
leave me yet ; the Lord has sent you here ; ” and her sister joining in
with her, “ Pray, don’t go yet ! I then prayed with her; her whole
soul was in it, and the power of the blessed Spirit was felt. If He
inclines the heart to pray He means to answer prayer. I soon after left
her, saying, “ It will be well with thee.” She said, “ I hope your words
will come true.” As I left the house I felt and said, ¢ Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and all that is within me bless and praise His holy name.”

MY SECOND VISIT.

On my second visit, a week after, I said, “ How is it with you ?”
She replied, “ Worse and worse ! 7 I'said, “ Did you read Dr. Doudney’s
sermon I left you, and the account of my dear departed daughter in the
EsnTeEN VESSEL ?” (July, 1879). “ Yes,” she said, « but it will not be
g0 in my case;” and then she burst out crying, “ What shall 1 do?

What shall 1 do?”’ 1 told her she was doing all that she counld do ; for
she was looking and longing, sighing and groaning, &c. “Oh! butIam
too great a sinner to be saved,” she said. I told her it was JEHOVAE'S
delight to save great, vile, black sinners. I told her she had been what
some call morally good; and if she had been like Mary Magdalene,
bloody Manasseh, or the thief, or as bad as them all put together, where
repentance for sin was wrought in the heart, and the earnest cry for
mercy sent up to heaven; if it were possible for mercy to disregard that
cry, angels would lay aside their harps, and weep in sympathy for the
sinner over whom they had rejoiced when they first heard the cry of
repentance on account of sin, and saw the tear of contrition roll down
the cheek. “ Ah! but I feel I cannot repent,” she said. But I said,
“ You do repent ; what are those tears of yours but tears of repentance? ”

I promised to send her another book, where she would read a case
similar to her own. “ Don’t trouble to send it,” she said, “ for when I
do attempt to read I feel as though I should break out saying bad
words.” Here she cried again. I told her the Lord would, I hoped,
keep her from it; and even though He permitted her to do so, like
Peter, it would be against the new heart, and there would be full and
free forgiveness for all. She asked, “ Are you what is called a Calvinist ?”
I said, I believe in some of Calvin’s writings. You know (said I)
gome of the articles of the Established Church are Calvinistic.” She
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said, “ Yes, they are.” * I believe,” said I, * in some of them ; but not
all. I don’t believe pouring water on a child, or even baptizing them,
or adults either, will make them a child of God and an inheritor of the
kingdom of heaven.” She replied, “I begin to think so too.” T told
her she would know it in the Lord’s time.

MY THIRD VISIT.

On my third visit I inquired of her gister (who opened the door to
me) how her sister seemed in her mind. Her reply was, “ Sometimes
she seems a little better, and at other times in great trouble.” On my
going to her bedside I said, “ How are you thisevening? ” Shereplied,
“T am in great distress of mind.” 1T said, “ Don’t fret ; it will be all
made clear and plain in the Lord’s time.” She replied, “I am afraid
not.” I said, ‘1 am sure it will ; God the Spirit never did, and never
will begin a work in the heart of a poor ginner, and then leave it; and T
am sure the Holy Ghost has quickened you and given light to you;
and by the light given you you are led to see the vileness and
depravity of your sinful heart.” Her reply was, “ I never counld have
thought it possible for anyone to be so bad as I am.” An aged .ant,
sitting by, said to her, “You know you have not been and done so
wickedly as others.” I answered, “It is no use to try and persuade her
that she is better than others ; for she feels the thought of sin is sin ;”
and, turning to her, I asked her, “ [sit not so ?” Tears came to her,
and, nipping one hand in the other, and her countenance full of distress,
she said, “ Oh! sir; you don’t know what awful thoughts I have; so
awful that I dare not tell anyone in the world.” Then she fell to weeping
again. I told her it was the striving of sin and Satan against the work
of grace in her heart. She said, “ Ah! sir, if it was right, I cannot
think I should be as I am.” I told her sometimes I have such things
suggested to my mind that I dare not tell anyons but my heavenly
Father about it. I told her it was no sin to be tempted ; Christ was
tempted; the sin lay in yielding to the temptation. She said, * I hope
what you say is right.” I told her I had proved it, and so did David,
when he, full of joy and rejoicing, exclaimed, * The snare is broken, and
I am escaped, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.”

““But,” inquired she,  Don’t you think that one sin is enough to
damn a soul ? ¥ I replied, * Yes, indulged in ; but a subject of Divine
grace does not indulge in sin ; for that which is born of God sinneth
not, and that which is born of God cannot sin. Panl exclaimed, It is
no more I that do it ; but sin that dwelleth in me. Oh! wretched man
that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of sin and death?
Thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory through onr Lord
Jesus Christ’” After some further conversation with her I ingnuired,
‘“Shall I pray with you ?” She replied, ““ Yes; do, please;” and at
the same time she raised herself up in the bed. I said, “ Don’t trouble
to do that ; our heavenly Father looks at the heart, not at the postare,
when we pray.” She said, “ Oh! but I think we should bow before
Him.” “Do as you feel best,” I said. After prayer she replied,
‘“ Amen,” aloud ; and as 1 bid her farewell, I said, “ It will be all right
with you in the Lord’s time.” She said, “I hope it may.” I said,
* Here is your sister, your aunt, and yourself. You shall all witness
against me if it does not come true, and tell to all you see, that man
misled you, and was deceived.” At this she smiled, and I left her
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looking up to my heavenly Father in prayer, that I might have another
soul for my hire. ‘Not unto me, but unto Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit be all the praise.”

MY FOURTH VISIT.

On my fourth visit, the door being opened, I was met with a smiles
and “ How do you do to-night, sir,” &c. I then inquired, “ How is
vour sister?”  She replied, ““ She lias been much worse to-day.” 1
said, “ Do you mean in body or mind ? ” Her reply was, “ Well, she
has not been so well in body; but her mind is the worst.” I said, “ As
for that, we don’t mind ; it will be all right in the Lord’s time. I then
went upstairs, and, taking the hand of the dear afflicted one, asked her
how she was. Her reply was, ¢ Ok! worse and worse.” 1 smiled and
said, “I find the Lord’s will is to give you a sound education, after which
vou will praise and bless His holy name.” * You say so,” she replied,
“but I cannot believe it.” 1 said, “ I know that ; but you will believe
it in God’s time.” Here she wept. I said, “ I have not, until I set my
foot on to the green (a green in front of the house) felt in the spirit to
pray for your deliverance from your fear and your imagination, &c. ;
but when I set my foot on the green, my soul went forth in prayer, Do
now eend peace and comfort, dear Lord, if Thy dear will ; and I feel to
hope the blessing is coming very near; but if you have to tarry, wait
patiently; for 1 am persuaded the Lord will make you, and what
vou are passing through, a means of good to you and yours.,” She
replied, 1 do hope so. I told my brother I hoped you would speak to
him for his soul’s good.” I replied, * But, my dear friend, I have not
the power to do him good ; it is the Holy Spirit’s work to do that.”
“ But,” gaid she, “ I do believe he sometimes feels his sins.” I replied,
“ I have thonght and hoped so, although he is something like what I
used to be before the Lord wrought His grace in my heart,” &c.
«“ Well,” said she, “ You will then speak to him, won’t you.” I said,
“1 will, if the Lord make the way for me, and enable me to do it; bat
vou are in a better position to do that than I am ; he can see and hear
from you more than anything I can say; but I hope, if God’s will, he
may be brought to know,—

“<'Tis religion that can give

Sweetest pleasure while we live :

'Tis religion must supply

Solid comfort when we die. "
Then some thoughts rushed in, and she cried out, ““ Ch! my sins! my
sins! 7 1 said, “ What now ?” She said, “I dare not tell you; but
I've had such awfol thoughts about and against the dear Saviour to-
day.” Here she rocked herself backwards and forwards, weeping and
crying, “OR! what shall I do ! what shall Tdo!” 1said, “ Do tell me;
for I am sure you have not had worse than I have.” I then related to
her some of the secrets of my own sinful heart, I felt forced to, and I
did tell her more than ever I had told a fellow creature before ; bat she
said, “ I am sure you, nor anyone else, was ever tempted as I’ve been
this day.” I said, “Do you believe the Bible is true ?” She said,
“QOh! yes; I do.” ‘ Then,” said I, “Christ Jesus, it declares, was
tempted in all points, like as we are, yet withont sin. Is that true, or
is it a lie?” She answered, with great emphasis, “ IT 1s TRUE! Yes,
in oll points !’ and, said I, “ Without sin; and there is no sin laid at
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your door unless you yield to it, and that which is born of God cannot
sin. Paul said, ¢ It is no more I, but sin which dwelleth in me.’ ”
“How wonderful ! she replied. Then, turning to her sister, she said,
¢ That dear creature is anxious ahout her soul too.” “ Ah!” she said,
smiling, “I am better now, my dear, much better.” I then prayed with
her, and she seemed comforted a little. I bid her farewell, saying, ““ Don’t
be frightened if the enemy comes at you again ; tell him Jesus Christ
is his Master, and that we shall have a high day when we see him
crushed beneath the Saviour’s feet, and ours too. Turning to her sister,
she said, “ I am better now, dear; much better.” Yes; the time of
joy and peace had arrived. Some weeks after I obtained leave to send
the account to be published, telling her I felt it might be blessed to
some poor, distressed soul ; and the earnest prayer of my soul to the
dear Lord is that it may be so. I must ask pardon for the delay, as I
am aware some have been waiting to see the account rendered.

[A letter from Miss B——,and, we hope, some further records of her
faith and fellowship, will appear.—ED.]]

OLD JOSEPH AND HIS LONG SPADE.
“ I sit me down and mark THE GLORIOUS DAWN OF DAY.’

HEN that singular little man, Mr. Wade, of Uppingham, took me

inlo his library nearly forty vears ago, I noticed his long rows

of volumes were all of the ancient Puritan class. “ Ah,” said he, “ since

the sixteenth century diwvinify has gone into a deep decline” 1 have
waded through, or glanced over, multitudinous issues of

 The Religious Press,”

from that day until now, and often most bitterly have been compelled
to believe that studious author of “ The Baptism of the Spirit” John
Wade, was, verily, correct. Pretty little flower gardens, in the shape of
sermonette-novelettes, our delicate professors can produce; but deeply-
ploughed, well-sown, and wisely-cultivated Gospel corn-fields are not so
abundant.

When I was the other day in the City of Worcester Divinity Ware-
house, I saw the rooms stocked full with the grand old commentaries of
those ancient Biblical ploughmen, who went down into the roots and
under-current streams of holy inspiration, and they fetched up some of
“ the hidden riches of secret places;” they found the treasures of (what
to millions are) utter darkness, and the tables they spread were furnished
with the marrow and fatness of heavenly wisdom. I said to the book-
seller, “ Your stock seems too heavy, and to hang on hand.” * Yes,
dir,” he replied, “a few years ago I could have sold all these works at a
high price, but the clergy will not look at them now.” Works of fiction
and of vain philosophy are the books they demand. The good old corn
is too much despised, and the pictorial poems of & gaudy glitter, the
chaff, made up into little * hasty puddings,” are the kind of mental food
this light, fast, and high-minded age doth mostly live upon. ]

What a mind-exciting, soul-stirring, heart-moving preacher is
“Wispox ! ”  Listen to her account of-herself, and think upon her
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exhortations. She says, “ I, Wisdom, dwell with Prudence, and find out
knowledge of witty inventions ! ”

« Inventions! ” Whose inventions ? “ Willy inventions ! ” Whose
wit?  Tell ye, if I can, by and bye. “ Get wisdom ; and, with all thy
getting, get UNDERSTANDING.” You will find no safe standing on the
modern flower-beds, which they make up so attractively now ; but if
you can get down under the surface, down into “the deep things of
God,” you will find the solid

ROCK OF ETERNITY,
which abideth for ever.

“Qld Joseph” was a volcanic penman, in the city of London, over two
centuries back, and he was one of those bequeathed lecturers who, on a
week-day morning, delivered such a course of expositions as I expect
were never surpassed by any of his fellows, at any time before or since.
He believed in “ the ordinance of interpretation.” Ie discovered, in
some small measure,

THE THREE UNSEARCHABLE DEEPS.
The deep mysteries in the Deity; the impenetrable deeps “ of the fall ;
and the ever-unfolding depths of the Divine revelation.

- Old Joseph,” like the late Bishop Thirlwall, had a mind so filled,
so sharpened, so cultivated by TEE SPIRIT OF JEHOVARH, that he labonred
night and day with prayerful and thoughtful perseverance, and he
brought up some of the large roots which had been planted in the
original tongues, and translated them, with many of their branches, with
go much of clearness and of heavenly beauty, as led the late George
Combe to say to me, “Give me the Bible, Cruden, and ‘Old Josepb,’
and I wish for no other library.”

For many years I have wished I could give some of “ Old Joseph’s ”
choicest discoveries. Increasingly I feel anxious to render this little
gervice if the mercy of God will bestow the favour on

C. W. B.

A NEW YEAR’S THEME.
By J. WILKINS, OF WATTISHAM.

¢ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world.”—
John i. 29. ,
EADER ! what better theme for the New Year, for the whole year,
and for every year of our earthly pilgrimage than this? It was
the SECOND direct testimony John bore to the dear Redeemer. May we
be enabled habitnally to bear the same blessed testimony. The circum-
atances, briefly stated, were these. John was at this time ministering
at Bethabara, where he had received a deputation of Priests and Levites
from the council at Jerusalem. The public mind being greatly excited
in relation to his public acts and teaching, therefore a deputation was
gsent to ascertain what his pretensions really were. The messengers
challenged him with this question,—

“ WHO ART THOU ?"”

He candidly confessed, “I am not the Christ,” not the anointed One.
“ What then ?” demanded these Pharisees, “ Why baptizest thou then
if thou be not that Christ ?” John had told them what he was, saying,
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“1 am the woice of one crying in the wilderness.” But that weice they
seemed incapable of hearing, 8o as to understand it.

The very next day Jesus came to Bethabara. He came from the
lonely desert where He had “ Aungered,” and where He had so recently
encountered and foiled the great seducer. Jesus then, for a while,
attended the ministry of John the Baptist, still at Bethabara. We have
in this notable act an example set by the blessed Saviour, too much over-
looked by some among us. He who was the great Teacher, thonght it
not degrading or beneath him to wait upon the ministry of His servant
John. The lowly Jesus “made Himself of no reputation.” During
that brief period John rendered a dowble testimory to the Saviour.
Altogether, John bore rour separate and distinet testimonies to Jesus.
It is important to notice this, and especially to note the NATURE of those
testimonies.

Allow me to place his fonr-fold testimony before you, thus :—

John’s FIRST testimony to the Saviour was to show His PRE-
EMINENCE, given in these words :— But He that cometh after me is
mightier than I ” (Matt. iii. 11). “There cometh One mightier than
1”7 (Mark i, 7). * Buot One mightier than I cometh” (Luke iii. 15).
“ He that cometh after me is preferred before me ” (John i. 15). Can
we bear this very same testimony to the Saviour’s supremacy, in heart
and life, confessing, *“ He is mightier than I,” and ¢ preferred before me ”?

John’s SECOND testimony was to show the Savionr’s SACRIFICIAL
WORTH. “ Behold the Lamb of God.” The two things remarkable in
connection with this testimony are, that for the first time Christ is here
called “ The Lamb of God,” and this testimony of John’s produced no
visible effect. The preacher now has to cry again and again, “ Behold
the Lamb,” and that among disciples, too, without visible effects. So
John repeats and re-utters his testimony.

John’s THIRD testimony was given in the same words, “ Behold the
Lamb of God ” (ver. 35); but this time with a decided effect, for we are
told John stood with two of his disciples, and, looking npon Jesus as He
walked, exclaimed, ¢ Behold the Liamb of God.” Oh! for this standing
and intent looking upon Christ ! for the eyes, for the whole soul, in
fact, to be admiringly and exclusively fixed on Him. Then do we, with
no unmeaning voice, like John cry out, “ Behold the Lamb.” John was
heard this time, and his words were felt in the hearts of at least two men;
for ¢ the two disciples heard Him speak ; ” and mark the effect, ‘‘ they
followed Jesus.” Such, then, were the visible effects of this THIRD
testimony. Christ had now two disciples—two open followers. Happy
men! Honoured individuals ! 7hey became our Lord's first attached
disciples. Many thousands have been added to their number since, and
may this year (1882) witness other large additions to that honoured
band.

John’s FourTH and last direct testimony is that recorded in John ii1.
from verse 13, and which contains sufficient matter for a much lpnggr
article than this ; but therein John bears testimony to the Saviour’s
Divine sovereignty in the disposal of spiritual gifts ; for “John answered
and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from
heaven.” It is not from man, but from heaven, that the Spirit must
come, and the cleansing represented by baptism. ] -

Now, can we thus heartily bear our explicit testimony to Christ ?
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1. As our pre-eminent Redeemer. 2. As our sacrificial Lamb. 3. As
our supreme Lord. If so, then let us take the subject thus:—

I.—As A CHARACTER TO BE STUDIED. “A Lamb;” properly so-
called. This name is here given to the Redeemer for the first time ; but
why is He called a Lamb ?

1. The name, in part, grows out of His pisposiTioNn. He ever
manifested a soft and tender spirit towards all classes and grades of men.
His whole character was so gentle and lamb-like, that with exemplary
meekness, He could, with wonderful appropriateness, say, ¢ Learn of Me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”
In the most entire submissiveness, and with a patience the most perfect,
“ He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter.”

2. The name, in part, grows out of His SINLESSNESS. The perfect
innocence of the lamb points to Him as the sinless MAN. His was the
only human life that was perfectly sinless. All others have sinned and
violated the law of God ; but He honoured the law, both in its PRECEPT
and in its PENALTY. Not once did He, even in thought, violate the
law, neither did any moral taint ever enter into any of the acts of His
life. Perfect and pure He ever stood before God and heaven’s approving
smile. All His inward emotions, and all His outward conduct, ever met
the broadest requirements of law and justice. The moral rectitude of
His life met to the fullest extent the requirements of God's law, both
a6 to its spirit and letler. In both respects He fulfilled the law to its
very “jot and tittle.” He only and alone among man could stand up in
the moral uprightness of His nature and say, “ Thy law is within My
heart.”

3. The name, in part, grows out of HIs SACRIFICIAL DEATH. He is
the true sacrificial Lamb, of which all others offered in sacrifice by God’s
anointed priests were but types to represent Him to the faith of Israel.
He was pre-figured by the trinity of lambs—viz., the Paschal Lamb ;
the Morning Lamb ; the Evening Lamb. The first tells me of exemp-
tion ; the second tells me of propitiation ; the third tells me of recon-
ciliation. In the land of Egypt death passed over the Israelites; they
were ezempted from the terrible visitation of the Almighty; the blood-
drops of the slaughtered Jamb were upon their dwelling places ; that
APPLIED blood was God’s mark, the mark He had put upon His people;
and it was a barrier to the destroyer. Death could not enter there.
“The Morning Lamb ” tells me of the abiding propitiation of the dear
Redeemer ; while “the Evening Lamb” speaks to me of permanent
reconciliation. “The Morning Lamb > and the * Evening Lamb ” were
DATLY offered as the memorial offerings of the congregation, typifying
the child of God in all ages using the sacrifice of Christ, and presenting it
by faith to His Father for acceptance; but—

4. The name, in part, grows out of HIs MEDIATORIAL WORK. The
sufferings and death of Christ were substitutionary. Of old the offered
lamb was a substitute for the people ; and might not Christ say, “ I was
like a lamb brought to the slanghter” ? But let us note the fact here,
that Christ was a Lamb of God's providing ; no human hand could bring
forth such a lamb. Hence He is called “the Lamb oF Gob.” Abra-
ham said, “ God will provide Himself a Lamb.” He has done so, and
the conclusion to which we come is this: it must answer the purpose for
which it was provided. See it then—

11.—As AN OBJECT To BE ADMIRED. “ Behold it.” ¢ Behold the
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Lomb of God.” It is an object placed before us for our benefit, It
demands our attention. It deserves our notice. ILiookatit! It claims
and merits our closest and constant observation. It is an object to be
beheld, admired, and received. It will bear inspection; in fact, it
courts our closest inspection. May the adorable Spirit help us to fix
our admiring eyes, with one long, steady glance, upon this slaughtered
Lamb. I would say: Desponding one, look at it. Dying one, look at
it. Faith, look at it; behold fkis Lamb. Let us try and look at it
again and again, a thousand times repeated. The more it is beheld, the
more admired. Let our faith rest here, our hope confide here, and only
here ; let the whole soul look go intently on Him (the Lamb), that all
other objects may disappear. So fix your loving gaze on Christ, “the
Lamb of God,” that you may feel Hig assimilating power, and become
lamb-like too.

I would here remark, it is the minister’s work, uniformly, to present
this Object to the people, and this Object only, to the exclusion of all
others. He is not at liberty to preach himself. His gifts and talents
are not to be the prominent things to shine before the congregation;
but this Object alone, always, and everywhere is to be held up to the
gaze of the people ; to all classes, characters, and conditions of men.
Brethren ! with all of us, let it be Christ only: Christ always ; Christ
everywhere ; and Christ to all; for we have here—

IIT.—A DEesigN To BE CoNTEMPLATED. “ That taketh away the
sins of the world.” I have read that the word, ““ world,” here is the Greek
form for pEOPLE. Read John i. 50, “ That one Man should die for the
people.”  Also John xviii. 14, “that it was expedient that one Man
should die for the people.” And may we not also so read Luoke ii. 1,
“that all the people shounld be taxed ” ?

But let not this divert our attention from the main subject. One
bold question starts up here—rviz., How does Christ, the Lamb of God,
bear away the sin of the people ? I answer—

1. By transfer. Of old the elders of Israellaid their hands upon the
victim to be sacrificed, and transferred a nation’s guilt to that substitate
for the people. But ic this case ‘“the Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all ; ”’ that is, He hath made the iniquities of us all to
meet on Him.

#On Him Almighty vengeance fell,
That must have sunk a world to hell.”

2, By appropriation. Christ voluntarily took upon Himself the guil
of His people. It was His own act to appropriate “ our sins.” )
3. By expiation, by actual death. He expired without putting off
from Himself those sins. They were on Him when He died, so that the
sentence of death has been executed on His body, and cannot be again
executed upon His mystic body.
 Payment God cannot twice demand,

First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,
And then again at mine.”

If we could pursue this theme it might be profitable to show how the
blessed Spirit takes away sin from the conscience of the penitent.

4. By testimony; for “ He shall testify of Me,” said the Saviour.
And when the Spirit does testify of Christ to the anxious and inquiring
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mind, that mind becomes convinced that Christ is the only way in which
guilt can be removed.

Reader, are you concerned about this matter ? Then believe me,
there is no other way. This is the only way in which your sins can he
removed. There i8 no other name, no other blood, no other hope for us,
But we have this one grand conclusion, there is no obstacle with God,
no hindrance in His way to our salvation. With:the vicarious sacrifice
of Christ in His hand, the Father can come unto us and meet us with
forgiveness, with salvation and blessings in His hand. Blessed Jesus!

* My soul looks back to see
The burdens Thou did'st bear,

While hanging on th’ aceursed tree,
And HOPES her gnilt was there.”

THE SOLDIER’S HEART.

RAFFLES and Mellor were men of mark in the sea-side city of
ships ; but now one Samuel Pearson fills the gap death made in
Great George-street. Pearson highly eulogised the departed Xnoch, in
doing which he zealously introduced the all-essential element of
successful preaching. Samuel Pearson said: “ 4 good soldier loves (he
cause for which he fights—he has his heart in the work. Contrast him
with those who are sent out to be shot or to shoot, who know nothing
of the principles for which they are supposed to contend, and of the
enemy against whom they fight. Patriots can defend their country with
their blood becanse they love their fatherland. And it is useless for us
to suppose that we shall ever be good soldiers of Jesus Christ unless
there be warm, keen love of Christ, and enthusiastic adherence to the
cause of Christ. Men must care for Christ not only partially, and
periodically, and spasmodically, but always, for ever and for ever. They
must be willing to die for Him. He enlists us by His own blood ; He
appeals to us by the tremendous fact that He has died on the cross to
save us ; and that sublime sacrifice entering into the human soul mak(_as
the man ready to go forth to any duty, to endure any sacrifice, and to die
any death. Love for a work is the secret of all successful service in our world.
The artist who, other things being favourable, throws his whole soul
into what he paints is sure to produce good pictures. The architects
who have immortalised their names in their labours were permeated with
an enthnsiasm for their art. The discoverers and inventors who have
conferred lasting material blessings on the human race were men who
gave, withont stint or drawback, their whole toil to the matters they
had in hand. And in the Christian religion a personal element of a
most powerful kind comes in. There, it is not merely love of a cause,
but THE LOVE oF CHRIST ; not only love of truth, but love of THE
TRUTH INCARNATE ; not only adherence to a principle, but unspeakable
affection for a PERsoN. And in all cases where Christ has won the
heart and drawn the supreme affections of the soul to Himself, there are
we sure to find a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
Our recollections of Liverpool carry us back to the days when Dr.
Raffles was a pulpit man of mighty power, with a population around
him fich and numerous. Of his preaching we say nothing. In those



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 23

days the Strict Baptists were few and feeble, with “the Christian
crucible,” sweet Giles (the blind man), and others, in a small hall ; and,
lamentable to me it is to write, they have never made any advance.
They have had a few careful little shepherds, leading their small flocks
down into the valley; but a soldier of the cross, who conld and would,
by divine grace, “ fight the good fight of faith,” Liverpool has not had
for many years, to STAND with the marching on to victory. However
that noble rope-maker can settle down, as he has done, in silent subwmis-
sion to the small suggestions of some, we cannot tell. Think of Liver-
pool, Birkenhead, Chester, with more than a million of souls, and not
one fellow to stand up boldly for New Testament doctrine and discipline!
Are we not depicted in Psa. Jxxiv. ? Let us weep, and cry out, “ Arise,
O God! Plead Thine own cause.”

THE PROGRESS OF GRACE.

THE progress of grace in the soul is represented by the creation, by the

gradual upgrowth of a building, by the progressive development of
vegetable and animal life, from the blade to the full corn, from the babe
to the father. In the creation there was chaos and order, darkness and
light, earth and heaven, lights in the firmament, fruits in the earth,
and man in Paradise. God went on creating from the deep, dark chaos,
till He saw the likeness of Himself, and then He rested from His works.
So He goes on creating us anew in Christ, and when we are conformed
to His image, to the image of His Son, we shall realise a fellowship of
glory surpassing that of Paradise.

Believers are compared to houses. Every house, and every part of
the house, is builded by some man. Houses do not build themselves,
they are builded by man for man, And every spiritual house is built up
from the foundation to the top-stone by God, for God: “ Ye are God's
building;” “Ye are built up a spiritual house.” * Except the Lord
build the house, ye labour in vain to build it.”

Some people think that God gives us grace, and then leaves it to our
discretion to make just what use we please of it. But we don’t believe
a word of that, we believe that the first communication of grace is
sustained by subsequent supplies. He gives more grace. Grace after
grace, and promises to make ““all grace abound,” and that it shall be
sufficient. They may just as well tell us that the life of the new-born
babe is in its own hands. Is it so? Does the mother leave it to
develope its own existence? No. She places it in her bosom, gives it
the paps, and nourishes it from her own fulness. So new-born babes
grow on the breasts of Zion’s consolation, and that milk of consolation
is supplied by Him from whom we receive grace after grace. Butwhat
if they won't take the breast? Nonsense! they desire it, and God says
they shall have it. * For as one whom his mother comforteth, so will I
comfort you, and ye shall be comforted.” Thus, He who begins the
work carries it on to completion; and this is clear by every figure of
illustration. He will come to the building founded upon the rock, repel
the proud waves that dash against it, and carry it up to perfection. He
will foster the life .which He has begotten with a mother’s care, and
educate its progress into a * perfect man in Christ.” “He will give
grace and glory.” Grace is the commencement of glory, and glory is the
completion of grace.
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THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

-
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ANKUALS.—Old Jonathan is beyond
all we have secn—a splendid book,
brilliant in appearance, and full of good
stuff. We lately asked, “Does Dr.
Doudney still edit Old Jonathan?™
“Oh,.yes | ” He must be well acquainted
with what is good for old folk, young
children, and people of all classes, ages,
and desires. Old Jonathan will live for
ever in the hearts of thousands. Messrs.
Collingridge spareno pains or expense to
render this annual acceptable to multi-
tudes. No antinomia ever creeps into
good Old Jonathan's company.— The
Sower and the Little Gleaner volumes for
1881 (Houlstoun’s, and E. Wilmhurst,
Blackheath) are stored with sacred read-
ing of a pleasing variety. While fathers
and mothers are edified with the Sower,
the children wiil be pleased with the
Little Gleaner., Mr. Hull, the editor, is
evidently a sober-minded, truthful,
Christian man ; he looks beyond the
limits of the ‘‘ stern Gospel conservative
societies,” and gathers pure honey
wherever be can find it. Editors of
religious monthlies of late have occupied
their celestial chairs for brief periods.
Some have been too delicate, too sensi-
tive, and even too dignified. We wish
Mr. Hull a long and happy career in
finding good food for the spiritual and
mental appetites of his rcaders.—Of
CHEERING WORDS ANNUAL we must not
say much, it being our own little pet.
As soon asyou open the volume for 1881
vou see Thomas Bradbury looking
straight through you, as though he was
facing and searching some onme. Who
would dare to take a star out of the
crown of “the KiNG of kings?” We
have looked at this portrait again and
again, and wondered who it is the good
man is speaking to. His broad chest,
his large head, his penetrating eyes, his
fixed lips, an expressed determination
never to flinch one inch from the
-“standard of truth™ which the Lord
God Almighty has set np, and unto
which the SPIRIT hath brought Thomas
Bradbury to stand, singing, “ O GoOD,
my heart is fixed ; I will sing and give
praise, even with my glory.” Long,
long may Thomas Bradbury live, For
CHRIST here, and then wiTH CHRIST in
glory for ever. Amen.

“THIs 16 THE DARK MIDNIGHT
Hour.” — Such is Frederick Boyce's
verdict upon the year 1882. He speaks
of “ fierce strife and contention among
believers, Evil servants beat the faith-
ful men servants.” In 1882, he says,

“The Church is now in complete
SPIRITUAL DARKNESS!” We have seen
these things coming on for many years.
We have felt them, suffered from them,
and have no hope of a better state of
things for our souls here. ~Many are
sleeping ; some are loudly calling the
world and the Church to awake ; but we
expect on this earth it never will until
the arch-angel's trump shall sound, and
that voice shall be heard, “Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh ! Go ye out to meet
Him.” Then will be a day of trouble
to millions who think themselves secure.

“ CHRIST’S DEATH WAS A MIRACLE.,”
—James Gemmell, of George III
Bridge, Edinburgh, bas published a
pamphlet bearing the following title :
Some New Light from the Scriptures. By
James Johnstone, Theologian, Elec-
trician, and Engineer, Edinburgh. Here
is an eminent scholar, a zealous Protes-
tant, and an illustrious Christian giving
some correct translations of various
Scriptures, which certainly throw a
clearer light on some points. The New
Revision is not found clear in all its
alterations. Mr. Johnstone is not perfect,
we think, in a case or two ; but he offers
errata worthy of being examined by
those who can do it.

The Beast, or Papal Power. By
Phebe Hobbs, Cinderford, on the Forest
of Dean, near Newnham. Here is a
Deborah using her pen, exposing some
of the deep and dark delusions still ex-
tant in our own country; and Phebe
writes so plain, the most unlearned may
understand her. Every honest-hearted
Protestant who is concerned for the wel-
fare of our country, our Churches, ouwr
people, should send for a packet of this
penny pamphlet, and widely scatter them
in their own circle. We think Phebe’s
protest should have an immense circula-
tion.

Tracts for the People—A neat series
of attracting little halfpenny tales and
testimonies are now publishing by Mr.
J. C. Pembrey, Oxford, of whom also may
be had a new edition of Secker’s Non-
such Professor, &c. We are longing for
an opportunity of getting into these
scales ; for, to some degree(in the hands
of the eternal Spirit) a man’s weight
and worth as a Christian may here be
tested.

Relationship and Refuge. No. 183 of
the Grove Chapel Pulpit, contains a dish
of “strong meat” for the fathers and
fellow-heirs of Christ's glory. By Mr,
Thomas Bradbury, minister of Grove
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Ohapel, Camberwell, Very few of the
clergy, or of the commentators, go back
far enough in their expositions of this
Divine relationship ; but Thomas Brad-
bury has his eyes in his kead, and he
clearly seeth, and decidedly sheweth,
that God’s salvation was provided for
that elect family of His, which laid in
His bosom from all eternity. Read this
sermon, if you never read another.

“ GoD HATH CHOSEN THE FOOLISH
THINGS OF THE WORLD.”—We do not
exactly appreciate that term, *the
foolish things of the world.”” Our proud
heart, without the power of the Spirit,
would never submit to the fact, although
an inspired apostle writes it that “ God
hath chosen the foolish things, the weak
things, base things, things which are
despised ; yea, things which are not, to
bring to nought the things that are!”
But much as the flaunting flesh of sinful
man may frown, it is revealed in thou-
sands of witnesses that such is the case,
its chief design being “that no flesh
should glory in God’s presence!” We
see it is a hard thing to kill the glory of
the flesh, even in our own times, If
there comes into our circle a little lad,
with some priestly appearance, with
some studied attitude, with some brains
filled up out of sensationzl books, with
some acquired or natural talents, how
pleased and proud all the people are!
and they flock to behold the beauty for
a time, Very few of these elegantly-
trimmed aspirants stand and do the
work of a Huntington, a Gadsby, a
Bunyan, a Warburton, a Kershaw, or a
Wells. Nay, Mr. Proudflesh ; you may
look down upon the poor, foolish, des-
pised things of this world, whom God
hath chosen ; but remember, God hath
not chosen them to remain foolish; but
He hath chosen them that by the Spirit
of CHRIST, they may be made wise unto
righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption, that, according as it is
written,  He that glorieth let kim glory in
the Lord.” MR. THOMAS BRADBURY'S
new volume of Grove Chapel Tracts,
just issued, has brought the foregoing
thoughts vividly before us. If any
sensible mind will study in this volume
the biographical Sketches of ¢ Old Alice
Banks,” of * Old Sarah Hatton,” of “ Old
Jemmy Hatherton,” of “Old Peggy
Greenall,” and of nearly thirty other
singular cases which have come under
Mr. Bradbury’s notice, such a mind must
be convinced of the goings forth of mar-
vellous mercy to the poor; while the
great Jchovah hath been pleased to call
into His service some Topladys, Gills,
Goodwins, Owens, and Charnocks, He

bath more frequently (for soul-saving
purposes) gone down into the deeps of
the fall to bring up such characters as
“ Muckle Kate,” “John Tarton,” and
others, whose subsequent existence in
the Church below has made them shine
as stars in the firmament of sovereign
grace, to the glory of the eternal Gob.
This neat demy octavo volume has been
printed by Mr. Robert Banks, of Racquet-
court, Fleet-street, in a type anyone may
read. It is strongly bound; the com-
pilation is executed with skill, with
frankness, and clear demonstration. We
thank Mr. Bradbury for the book, and
wish him, in his literary as well asin his
pulpit labours, many years of Gospel-
gathering success.

The Baptist Almanack is now more
than thirty years of age, and every year
it grows stouter and stronger. Its real
value is more and more appreciated.
Its lists of ministers, pastors, and itiner-
ants, with their addresses, may be relied
on; and in every department improve-
ments appear. It is printed and pub-
lished by R. Banks, Racquet-court,
Fleet-street.

The New Version.—We have received
Pastor Daniel Allen’s “ Eight Letters ”
on the New Version. We may take an
early opportunity of noticing this pro-
duction, which so nobly expresses the
arduous and honest labour of our Aus-
tralian champion. We know of no
equal in our country to stand by the side
of this ever-flowing fountain of life and
trath. The book onght to be published
in England. We purposc seeking for a
supply to be sent over.

Books, &c.,WAITING.—F. E. Lorgley,
39, Warwick-lane, sends us a little gem.
a small volume of beauty and of domes-
tic value, with this title, Good Cookery ;
a Culinary Catechism for the Use of
Schools and Young Persons. Careful
mothers will give all their daughters a
copy. The cost is only 9d.; a marvel of
neatness and of instruction. Also, from
same publishers, a small, elegant quarto,
called, Danger Signals, a volume of tem-
perance tales, by F. M. Holmes, with 13
Hlustrations. Basy and enchanting
reading.— Gospel Magazine for October
has in its pages sound divinity, experi-
mental reality, practical variety. The
editor, Dr. Doudney, is as full of vigour
and of decision as ever, if not more so.—
Wec have Fireside, Hand and Heart,
Siword and Lrowel, The Man who Declined
to be Donkey and Dog to Carry Quince
up the Hill. In the heaps of books and

ackets we have a new life of Christmas
IE’fva'ns, and other Welshmen.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

THE CLAYTONS AND WALWORTH,

York-street, in Walwortbh-road, is well
known as the once happy sceme where the
late (ieorge Clayton laid the memorial stone
of that Congregational Church of which Mr.
Turquand has Jong heen the successful min-
ister. 1 saw George Clayton when he was
reckoned quite a patriarch (forty years aﬁo)
jump up on the stone and talk to the people,
like & young man. He wasonly 74 when he
fel] asleep, in 1862, having been tbe pastor of
the York-street chapel, in Walworth, over 50
vears.

* Cornelius Slim says this last of tbe Clay-
tons was * an eminent and faithful minister
of Jesus Christ.” This George Clayton’s
erandfather was the famous city preacher in
the King’s Weigh-house, Eastcheap, for over
60 vears., He was one of his father’s prodi-
gals, he was one of Romaine’s converts,
one of the Countess of Huntingdon’s students,
then in the Weigh-house he preached with
great earnestness and fidelity, until, having
reached the ripe age of a famous manhood,
he fled away in his 90th year. His eldest
son, Jobn Clayton, was the Poultry preacher,
and lived to be 86. William, the second sor,
laboured at Saffron Walden, and died at 71;
and the third, as hefore mentioned, the York- |
street divine, died at 74. These Claytons had
a good day, but they are all gone to their
rest.

Not far from the spot, in East-lane chapel,
Mr. Alderson pursues his happy pastoral
labonrs ; and in the smaller hall in York-
street, Mr. Joseph Chislett still announceth
the speedy second glorious advent of the
ereat God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Ohb! the thought that soon we shall “ behold
the King in His beauty,” and for willions
of ages be emigrating from shores and
spheres, serving the preat God in a way we
cannot yet divine, cheers our hearts in this
foggy valley of death.

The * Excelsior Band of Hope ” held their
public meeting in York-street on November
99, 1881, and the energetic president, Isaac
Dobson, Es¢q., invited me once more to
attend. I went at the appointed time ; found
the hall crowded in every corner ; hundreds
of lads, lasses, leaders, and labourers were
like a hive cf bees. Smiling faces and sing-
ing souls by hosts. James Sinclair, Esq.,
was the chairman and the distributor of
prizes; and he carried on the business of the
evening as efficient]y as Gladstone rules the
House of Commons. Mr. Sinclair is not a
wordy-windy talker ; his ¢peeches are hrief
exponents of good common-sense, suited to
the occasion. There sat Mr. Beddow, with
a pair of rosy cheeks, looking well and happy.
Mr. Thomas, the conductor of the harmony,
was presented with a splendid writing desk,
which the young people had given him out
of the love and gratitude of their hearts. Mr.
Dobson is the captain of the ship, and has the
entire confidence of the whole crew. He

pours out his loving heart into their harts,
and works for them with joy and gladuess.
He must huild a larger hail ; and we ask for
him the immediate help of all who can appre-
ciate such efforts to save the young ones
from misery aud ruin. We asked two ques-
tions. First—
“ WHAT IS MAN?”
A volume of mysteries! The tent in which
he lodges here, for a time, is as variahle as
are the trees and the leaves in the New
Forest ; hut in the inner man of all there are
three departments:—1, The library, which
we call the mind. 2. The fountain, which
we call the heart. 3. The clock, which we
call the conscience. Now, to furnish the
library with the hest of knowledge ; to cause
the fountain to flow forth with the purest
affections ; and to keep the clock faithful to
its chime in telling the true time of the day,
warning and working for the good of the
whole estate, is the aim of the staff of workers
of the *‘ Excelsior Band ot Hope,” in York-
street, Walworth. The second question—
‘ WHAT IS HIS NAME?”—

we considered, in our thoughts, at some
length ; but we must not occupy more space
on this theme at present, only wish Mr,
Dobson the utmost desires of his heart,
having help to speedily erect his new man-
sion for his immensely numerous family.

HUNTS.—“An Old Wornan and Reader of
the VESSEL” says, *‘ Do you remember, 30
years ago, coming one snowy Christmas-day
to preach the anniversary sermon in Francis
Ashhy’s chapel, at Ellington ? That taborious
bammer-man and faithful winister has
left us. He fell asleep in October last, at
seventy-five. Surely, hisreward is certain !’
—[Wecan well recollect leaving London that
cold Christmas morning to preach for the
good man referred to. He came to see us
for the last time at Bythorue, a few years
since. He was then well and bappy. The
Ellington “ Jireh” has been nearly fifty
years in growiog, but its'membership is very
few. Our old friend Francis Ashby had been
minister there, we believe, about thirty years,
hut his harvest here was not very manifes-
tively large. He was a steady, safe, solid
friend to the revelation of a salvation, which
originated in, is carried on to completion hy,
thie adorable Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Huntingdonshire is sraall, but in its
production of cattle and eorn is proverbially
rich. Kimholton and Spaldwick-contsin two
of the most ancient of its Baptist Churches.
The Huntingdon Baptist Church seys she has
nearly 600 members. Otherwise there are no
large Baptist gatherings in the county. J,
Lambhourne, at Warhoys, has continued a
steady pastorate for several years, and still
labours on in love and truth. Huntingdon
bas eight branch Churehes, - When “An
Old Woman ” has time will she tell us more
of her late pastor?
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YARMOUTH. — YORK-ROAD BTRICT |
BarTisT CHAPEL. By request I write to !
inform you, that after nine months proba-
tion, the Church at the above place has given
me an unanimous call to the pastorate over
them. Durlog the past nine months, we
have had many tokens of the Lord’s favour
towards us, and of His presence with us;
three persons have been added to our
number from distant Churches ; and we hope
the Lord is working in the hearts of others,
who have never yet publicly put on the Lord
Jesus. The Church appears to be at peace,
and as far as I can gather from their words
and actions, my labours amongst them have
been made a blessing. I would rather some
one else had written upon these things, as I
have no desire to intrude my name before
the public; but I am aware that a great
many of your readers take an interest in the
cause at York-road, and will, perhaps, like
to know how we are going on; but the wise
man says, ‘‘ Let not him that putteth on the
harness boast, but him that putteth it off.”
My desire isto go on in the fear of the Lord,
seeking earnestly by prayer for Divine
assistance in the important work of the
ministry, and also for the blessing of the
Lord to rest upon the Church, the school, and
the congregation, being fully persuaded of
the truth of our Lord’s words, ¢“ Without Me
you can do nothing,” Wishing you and all
who love the Lord Jesus, in sincerity and
truth, abundant success in the tbings of God,
—JA8., MUSKETT.—[We are thankful te
be able to record the scttlernent of good and
truthful pastors over any of our Churches.
It is according to the ancient promise ; and
when the Lord gives any spiritual Church a
pastor after His own heart, it is one of the
best signs that HE designs to hless, to build
up, and to enlarge that family of His own
calling. May our hrother James Muskett
live long, and lovingly labour in the in-
gathering of the redeemed to the Lord.—
C.W.B.]

HOMERTON ROW.—A friend wishes
us to correct the anmouncement made res-
pecting the number of persons baptized
during tbe pastorates of Messrs. W. Lodge
and the lateJ. Inward. Mr. Lodge baptized
12, Mr. Inward 10—22 in all ; not 48, as a
correspondent before stated. We shall soon
be afraid of any communication forwarded.
Let us abide by the truth; for * Nothing
with honour can appear before the eternal
throne.” Mr. John Bennett has before him
at Homerton-row the prospect of a fair
harvest. Much seed—good seed—has been
sown here for many years. The soil is richly
watered. The officers are men of wisdom,
charity, and of integrity, Mr. Bennett is a
man of considerable experience in the minis-
terial and pastoral work, and & man of no
mean order, in every sense of the word. He
has reached a mellow age. He has an
abundance of material. With the LORD,
the SPIRIT, in his soul, andin his ministry,

he will douhtless prove to be the right man
in the right place.
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CANTERBURY. — The Old King-
street Church; the Afflicted B. Baher ;
the Late Mr. Henry West, &c.—To My
DeAR BrOTHER C. W. B.—The Autumn
leaves are falling, and soon the stern realities
of Winter months will have to be endured;
but He in whom we trust is the God of the
Winter as well as of the Spring and Summer,
therefore will we not fear, though the earth
be removed, and the mountains earried into
the midst of the sea. Many national, men-
tal, religious, and circumstantial storms are
now passing over us. An ordeal of sore trial
is testing thousands, so that man is wonder-
ing where the scene will end; hut we are
certain all shall yet be well to the soul
whose mind is stayed on his God. The
angry billows may swell and rage, and as we
enter incto the cloud there may be many
fears ; and, like others, we may have to cry
out, * Lord, save, or we perish!” But itis
in these storms that the believer proves the
Master’s presence. He was only asleep, and
needed to be awakened by our necessities, and
to bring forth the dormant spirit of prayer:
so that we see, from what we think is an evil
good comes. We zet a taste of the honey,
even though it be from the carcase of a lion ;
even as the three Hebrews found the Divine
Presence in the furnace, to their comfort and
the enemy’s confusion, so shall all things
work together for good to them that love
and trust in God, and are called according to
His purpose. I am thankful that the Lord
i3 sparing your life a little longer, and most
sineerely hope your health continues so that
your labour and much travelling is not bur-
densome, whilst so many are suffering frem
infirmities, and many have passed out of
sight entirely. Our right-spirited brother,
B.BAKER, is shut up still, whose delight it
was to exalt the Lamb of God amongst His
people at Bethesda. He has a wife and ten
vounger mouths to be fed by the God of
Providence ; and his powers of earning bread
for them are gone; and, amongst the many
who have gone the way of all flesh is Mr.
HENRY WEST, whom you knew between
fifty and sixty years ago. He has heen fail-
ing for some three or four years, and about
eighteen months since he lost his sight, so
that he had to be attended to, which was done
by his most devoted sister-in-law, who has
been with him for many years, I believe ever
since he lost his wife (her sister). Ou Oct.
12, 1881, he was out walking as usual.
On the 13th he was taken by what seemed
the stopping of the pulsation of the heart;
towards evening he revived, and was better
on Friday and Saturday; but in the evening
he was taken by a similar attack, and died
at 6.10 p.m., at the age of 76. He was in-
terred in the family vault in the cemetery in
Winscheape on October 20. I have known
him for about 57 years, and have ever found
bir to be a just and strictly sober-minded
man. For many years he was senior deacon
of the Baptist Church in St. George's-street,
ever filling his post with constancy anq
fidelity, always the right-hand supporter of
the pastor. Some few vears since he resigned
the deaconship. I believe the cause ot his
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God lay very near his heart; he was pre-
eminently 8 men of prayer, 8 firm believer
in the CRRIST OF Gob, and in His atoning
sacrifice. His lips adorned the Gospel he pro-
fessed, Having kept the faith, and finished
his course, shall we not say he has taken the
crown? and all who knew him know there is
none more willing to lay that crown at his
Redeemer's feet than is HENRY WeST, who
will crown his Saviour Lord of all! I think
he was the last of the Church in the Old
Round-house, in the time of the pastorate of
Joseph Burton, about the year 1824 or 1825,
He has left two sons, one 8 deacon of the
Baptist Church to which the father belonged,
the other a deacon of the Baptist Church,
Faversham, under the pastorate of Mr.
Slack ; and one daughter. We pray the
father’s children mav ever tread in the
tather’s steps, as he followed his Lord, and be
both comforted and blessed by Abraham’s
God. Love to all in thy house and your-
self, from your affectionate hrother, R. Y.
Banks. |Fifty-four years ago 1 went into
the Old Round-house Baptist Chapel as a
Sundayv-school teacher. I thought it to be
one of tbe most lovely places I had ever
found on the earth. I wasjust brought out of
black bondage into the inexpressibly glorious
light of the Gospel. The Sunday-school
was my first little field of labour. That
school was really conducted by gentlemen
and ladies of the most devout, sacred, and
earnest character. The superintendent was
a genuine, well-built Christian, called Ben-
jemin Flint, Esq. His urbanity, kind de-
meanour, and intelligent spirit, commanded
the purest esteem and affection of all in the
school. The Bible-class was under the
superiniendence of the Henry West of whose
death my beloved brother has written in the
foregoing letter. Then there was Mr. Car-
ter, Mr. Eldridge, my tender-hearted brother
John, and others, all so Christ-like and so
thorougb. Those were the days of my first-
love. Iknew nothing then of
*Tempests bursting o'er my head.”

I knew nothing of sects, of divisions, or of
strifes. Never on earth shall I see such days
again.—C. W. B.]

OURCHURCHES IN SOUTH
AUSTRALTIA.

By request of the Church I write to correct
an error which appeared in Ve88EL for May,
1881, which states “‘ the only Strict Baptist
Church in or near to Adelaide, is at Glenelg,
under the pastoral care of Mr. C. Hooper.”
As there is no Church of our faith and order
at Glenelg, it might mislead friends coming
from the old country, and from the other
colonies. I am sorry only two Churches of
our faith and order exist in South Australia ;
one at Salisbury, abont nine miles from Ade-
laide, the other at Port Adelaide, about seven
miles from the city; besides the two, a few
friends meet in a room in Adelaide, brothers
Hooper and Murray supplying. The Salis-
bury Church was formed about twelve years
ago, and is at present without a pastor ;
brother Helps reads sermons. The Church
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at Port Adelnide isstill under the pastorate of
Mr, J. W, Bamber, who has completed his
fourth year amongst us,

Itis seventeen years since our late pastor,
Mr. J. Kither, first preached the truth as it
is in Jesus in the neighbourhood of Port
Adelaide ; and ahout eight years ago several
friends left the Generals; united with pastor
Kither; took the Odd Fellows’ Hall, for
which we pay £30 per anoum. Mr.
Kither resigned the pastorate about five
years ago, In consequence of his removal
to a distant locality; he is still in full
membership with Port Cburch, and some-
times supplies when our beloved pastor is
away. His labours are always appreciated hy
his late flock, for hie has been taught * not to
divide the crown, but to place it wholly on
the Head of his glorious Lord. His two
deacons are still the dencons of the Church ;
brothers Allen and Beasely have proved to
he men of God, and most steadfast to the
truth as we believe to be in Jesus. Our
pastor came to us at the unanimous desire
of the Church in July, 1878, with good report
from Church, Eagle- Hawk, Victoria, where
he laboured hetween three and four years,
previously labouring in Launceston, where
Mr. H. Dowling preached the Gospel of the
grace of God for many years. Regarding
our pastor’s preaching, weean, asa Church,
bear testimony to his faithfulness as an ex-
pounder of Gospel verities ; of Jesus’ finished
work for His Church; our souls often
feeding on the finest of the wheat. We feel
tbe Lord has indeed blest us in giving so
faithful and consistent an under-shepherd.
We are not a large body, hut united ; con-
gregation larger than when I wrote last, and
is gradually increasing. We are surrounded
by fashionable Churches of every sect; they
call us “ Hypers.”” We try to cling to the
trutk as taught in the New Testament ; we
pray the Lord to bless you more and more
with His presence andlove. The EARTHEN
VESSEL comes to us laden with good things.
Should any Christ-loving soul come this
way, he will hear the same glorious truth
preached, and a warm welcome at the Odd-
fellows’ Hall, Port Adelaide.

Yours in the Gospel,
TrOS. WIGMORE.
Queenstown, Port Adelaide,
South Australia, September 20, 1881.

NORWICH.—A beloved friend says, * I
do want to find a place of green pasture and
still waters, where I may be refreshed’; and
to which [ may lead others. Where the
worldly rush of the thoughtless does not dis-
turb the mighty rushing wind of the Spirit !
Ah, that I could find the fold where Jesus is
revealed, and every hard unchristlike thought
is hushed by His presence! Shall I only find
this beyond the rivers of death? The party
spirit of the Caurch of England cannot be
more hitter than that which divides Dissenters
into atoms. There is one little lot of Baptists
called the ‘ Happy Few,’ in Potter’s Gate-
street. Praise the Lord, we shall have the
cream of them allin heaven, and pone of the
sour milk.”—[Who are the Happy Few 7]
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BRIEF MEMOIR OF A DEPARTED
CHRISTIAN.

Memorlals of those whom God pronounces
blessed because they die in the Lord, should
always be distinguished by two features—
first, such testimony as shall bring glory and
honour to a faithful, covenant-keeping God ;
and second, such an ungarnished record of
the true spiritual state and experience of the
departed, which, to the godly, will prove
strong consolation in the prospect of death,
and to the ungodly, when so blessed of the
Spirit, n solemn warning.

The subject of this memoir, HANNAH
MARIA SMITH, left this vale of tears for
the better land March 12, 1881, at the good
old age of 81. Duriog early lile she was
brought up hy godly parents, who were
known as members of the Calvinistic Inde-
pendents, in the quiet village of Shere, near
Guildford, Surrey. The blessings following
the solicitude of her parents for her spiritual
welfare, are evidenced in an early call to the
knowledge of salvation, by faith in the Lord
Jesus. In her case, the new life seems to
have been a gradual dawning of light into
the soul, discovering the darkness common tc
all the members of Adam’s fallen race. I
think it would have been difficult for her to
say the exact time when first she knew the
Lord ; but her life, her faith, and her hope,
clearly proved she knew not only what it was
to realise at the onset her lost and undone
state asa poor sinner, but was also brought to
see that it was through the rich and meri-
torious sacrifice of Jesu’s precious blood that
her sins were all washed away.

At the age ot 28 she became the wife of the
late Mr. John Smith, of Brentford, and was
favoured to enjoy his companionship as hus-
band and friend for nearly fifty vears, until
in God’s providence he was called from scenes
below. The loss of her husband was indeed a
heavy blow to her, but, confident in the
Divine goodness, she exemplified that Chris-
tian fortitude and resignation which is the
triumph of grace over tbe flesh. Her attach-
ment to the doctrines of grace was very strong
and marked. She could not endure that
thought, or word, or sermon, that put the
creature in the place of Christ. No! she
loved a discriminating, faithful ministry,such
as she enjnved for so many years as a8 member
of the Baptist Church at Brentiord. Feeling
sure that many friends who knew this
aged saint would like to know a few particu-
lars of the closing years of herlife, I here give
the testimony of her esteemed pastor, Mr. J.
Parsons, of the Baptist chapel, Old Brentford.

I am ioformed that our desr old friend,
Mrs. Smith, joined the Church at Old Brent-
ford in 1836." Before this date she had been
a member of a Baptist Church meeting in the
Market~place, New Brentford. As to the
characteristics of our departed friend, I never
knew a more humble, unassuming Christian
woman. She wasloved by those who knew
her, for her meekness; she had no bitter
words or feelings to any of her fellow-
travellers. While with us, she was one of the
tew who valued the means of grace, and who
graced her seat with her presence as oft as
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circumstances would permit. She again and
again expressed her satisfaction with the
truthsshe had heard. Bhe was not without
her fears as to an interest in these glorious
truths, through her felt unworthiness; but
all this weakness she has now left behind, for
where she is there are no doubts to distress
her mind. It is many years since she
removed from our midst to Reading. T have
often, in writing, wished her to find a home in
Reading, but of thisshe would hear nothing.
I trust her end has been crowned with ever-
lasting life.”

A few days previous to her departure it
was felt her end was fast drawing near, and
her two sons and daughters had the solemn
pleasure of ministering to her comfort ere she
passed Jordan’sstream, Her daughter, Mrs.
E. P. Brown, who only arrived a few hours
hefore her death, spuke to her of the love and
compassion of her great High Priest, and
although partial paralysis prevented her
vocal utterance, her movements and features
plainly betokened the Master was with her,
to give her an ahundant entrance into the
home of the blessed.

For nearly fifty years, with a true godly
anxiety, she watched the progress of her
children, who were all carefully led in the
right observance of the Lord’s house, etc.
Ere her last iliness came, she had the unspeak-
ahle pleasure of knowing her prayers and
labours had not been in vain; and, whilst
sorrowing children and friends mourn her
absence, they rejoice in the hope of one day
meeting her in the reaims of glory, through
the merits of that Saviour whom she loved
and trusted, even till death. Her quiet,
peaceful, discriminating spirit was marked
by all who knew her, and is a fit example for
us to imitate, through the same grace which
was given her during a life of four-score
years. Yet a little longer, and the Master
will call for us. May our daily prayer be,
‘* Lord, fit us for Tby service here, and tfor
Thy glory hereafter.” E.P. B

THE HOPE OF AN ORPHAN.

I could not express what pleasure I felt on
heing permitted to see you once more; how
many tender recollections it brought to my
mind of days and friends long past away, and
especially on account of your being so inter-
ested in the welfare of my dearly beloved
father. I am glad you have been spared so
long, and that you have been the instrument
in God’s hands of doing such an amount ot
good. It seems to be the privilege of some
to do so much more for God than others, but
I do hope and believe that (however feeble our
efforts) if done in faith they are acceptable.
When I survey the circuitous way through
which I have been brought, [ am amazed,
and cannot help feeling that God would not
have shewn me these things unless He inten-
ded to save me everlastingly. What a mercy
it is when our eyes are opened to see what
sinners we are by nature, aud are led by faith
to believe that our sins. though many, are all
forgiven.

« For love like this let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break."”
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THE LATE MR. ARTHUR TRIGGS.
[Arthur Triggs was one of the noblest men
we ever recollect to bave seen standing in
a pulpit. In his person he was high, far
beyond many of us little things. In his
doctrine he was high ; no mortal man, we
think, could go higher ; but iu bis person
and in 'is mental and spiritual forces
there was a substantial broadness, a depth,
and & fulness which, with Divine blessing,
united to render him a man of extensive
usefulness to the Church of Christ in his
day. We have been entrusted with some
manuscript letters of the late famous
Plvmonth preacher; also others of his
writings, which, from time to time, we hope
to puhlish in these pages. ‘The memory
of the just is blessed ”’; and we believe it to
be the will of our God that the testimonies
His choice servant have left behind ought
not to he buried. May the LorD Gob,
tbe Hot.y GHOST, accompany the perusal
of tbese tragments with heavenly power,

rays C W. B.]

o the Right Honourable and highly-
honoured Eiect Lady, living and standing in
tbe highest and purest relation in existence,
heing born of God, whose title, with others of
thbe same birth and parentege is, ¢ If ebildren
then beirs, heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ.”  All such are spoken of by God
Himse!f, saying, * All thy childrer shall be
taughbt of the Lord, and great shall be the
peace of thy children.” ~Tbeir clothing is
durahle, so also their riches; they bave life
eternal ; they are joined to the Lord and one
Spirit, and nothing can separate them from
the love of God wbich is in Christ Jesus.

By every remembrance of you I am made
glad, and on your bebalf I bless the Lord,
who hath counted you worthy to suffer for
His sake; and it is a certain truth tbhat all
that the Lord loveth the devil and the world
hate; and helievers in Christ, they only are
spoken evil of for Christ’s sake ; for this we
bave ahundant reason to hless the Lord for
at all times, and also for that He hatb set
His love upou us and given to us all things
that pertaino 10 life and godliness through the
knowledge of Him who hath called us unto
glory and virtue ; and not only so, but He
saith. ““] am the Lord thy God, which
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee
by the wav thou shalt go; ” and this is the
only sure and pure teaching, and the only
way we can learn to know the truth, and
that the truth hath made us ‘ree, and so we
live in peace with God through Jesus Christ.
Daily strength, with bread and water, is
promised us, and we do say that not one thing
hath failed of all the Lord our God hath
promsised, and all the promises of God are
Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus, to the glory
of God by us. Surely these truths realised
by faith will move a believer iuto the full
meaning of having food and raiment to be
content, for we brought nothing into the
world, and it is certain we can earry nothing
out. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul,
therefore will I hope in Him ; it is good at
all timer, a5 we are settled, rooted, and
grounded in the preceding truths; so also to
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be confirmed that here we have no contlnuing
city, but we seek one to come-—a city tlat
hath foundations, whose Maker and Builder
is God, and the Lord God, and the Lamb, are
the light of it ; and if we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Beloved, let us contemplate another testi-
mony of the Holy Ghost, who saith unto us
This is not your rest, it is polluted, and
there remaiueth a rest for the people of God ;
yet we are much more apt to seek for rest
where there is none than where there is;
and it is only by faith we apprehend and
attend to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who saith, ‘“ Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest ;" and we enter into rest by believing
and rest from our works as God rested from
His. This is very precious, and Jesus also
saith, Come, for all things are now ready,
nothing more to be prepared ; and there is,
therefore, now no condemnation to them
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh but after the Spirit.

I opened to Psalm xciv. tbis morning, and
after reading it, I turned to Matt. x., read
from ver. 26 to the end, I then turned to
Job xvi., and read it. T thought of you, and
now desire you to read it for yourself, in
which you will see the patbs and the and
old way that saiats in arl ages have walked
in, and passed homeward in all safety; and
in the experience of the same things you will
find you are walking in the same paths, and
going forth by tbe footsteps of the flock, and
the Lord is going before you, aad the God of
Israel is your rereward, and He will bring
you to the place He hath spoken to you of.

I am glad to hear you are better in body,
“ weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning;’’ none but the
children of God are chosen in the furnace of
affliction, for His Namesake and Himself is
always with them therein., I am glad that
the Lord keepeth you stedfast in the trutb;
give up no part of it, claim your privileges,
say not a coufederacy, and I think I shall
bave you restored to me again; your trial is
one of the old schuol. . * They have taken
crafty counsel against Tby people, and con-
sulted against Thy hidden ones. They have
gaid, Come, and let us cut them off from
being a uation ; that the name of Israel may
he no more in remembrance ” ( Psa. Ixxxiii.
3,4). Men may find a lion’s den, hut there
is and will be an angel to stop the lion’s
mouth, and this God is our God for ever and
ever, and He will be our Guide over death;
therefore, fear not, neither be dismayed, you
will, as heretofore, find His grace sufficient
for you, and His strength made perfect in
weakness, and the Bpirit of God and of glory
resteth upon you, and it is blessed to be per-
secuted for righteousness sake, and it is an
honour to you to be thus dealt with, though
painful to the flesh ; and let me be ever so
igoorant and illiterate, it is certain that the
world by wisdom knew not God, but it
pleased God, hy the foolishness of preaching,
to save them that believe ; and it is good to
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be a fool for Christ’s sake ; and a wayfaring
man, though a fool, shall not err in the way
of life; and if any man will be wise let him
first become a fool ; and thus I hail you as a
sparrow alone upon the house-top.

It is with pleasure that I can say I am not
writing on the mountains of Gilboa, nor
from Ebal, where the bond-children stood
and the curses counected with it; and the
former had neither dew or rain ; but I write
in remembrance of Mouut Jerazim Hermon,
and tbe Hill Mizer, where the Lord manifests
love and mercy, truth and faithfulness; *“ and
by these things the children of Ziou are i‘;y-
ful in their King, and rejoice, saying, But
we are come uanto Mount Zion, there the
Lord commanded the blessing, even life for
evermore.” And He saith, ¢ Because I live
you shall live also.” These are matters for
faith, and so we live and walk helieving in
Jesus to the saving of the soul; and though
afflictions, trials, temptations, &c., abound,
yet we are dead, and our ¢ life is hid with
Christ in God; and when Christ who is our
Life shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him in glory;” and Himself is our
everlasting Ligit, our G:d, and our glory.
The warfare will not cease till we cease to
breathe ; and we are not to count it strange
when we fall into divers temptations; tbese
things are for the trial of faith, and sense,
and reason, cannot compete with such things,
and it is only by faitb we believe that no
strange thing hath happened uuato us, and
also we believe that the Lord is with us,
passing through fire and water, darkness and
crooked things, yet we groan and cry,
stagger like a drunken man, and are at our
wits’ end ; yet our privilege is to say, with
Paul, ‘I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord ; so then with the mind T myself
serve the law of God, but with my flesh the
law of sin. There is, therefore, now no con-
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh hut after the
Spirit.”

I believe you have something far hetter
and more lasting than an earthly marriage;
for thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of
hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel, the God of the whole
earth shall He be called ; and as your mind
is stayed upon Him, and you think of His
lovingkindness, it will be a bulwark against
natural affections, and as a daughter of Zion
you are separated from a strange people of
another nation, aud not to he unlawfully
yoked with unbelievers; but if vou marry,
to marry in the Lord, these things I write

unto you in love of the truth. and for the

truth sake. There is a great distinction
between a professor and a possessor. Of the
former, the Lord saith, “ He feedeth on
ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him
aside that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say,
Is there not a lie in my right hand.” But
the possessor, in whose heart Christ dwells by
faith, is spoken to, and spoken of, by the Lord
thus, ** Remember- these, O Jacoh and Israel,
for thou art My servaant, I lave formed thee,
thou art My servant, O Israel, thou shalt
not be forgotten of Me, I have blotted out
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as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a
cloud thy sins return unto Me, for I have
redeemed thee.” The Lord hath redeemed
Jacob and glorified Himself in Israel; and
our only way of safety is to walk in the steps
of that faith of our father Abraham.

Yours in love and blcod-union,

A. TRrIGGS.
Cambridge-street, Plymouth,
July, 1829.

SHEERNESS.—*“ A Wayfaring Man,” in
Sheerness-on-Sea, was looking for a little
green pasture. Found the old Baptist
chapel very low, in every sense; ‘the
greater abominations” which so constantly
turn up made him more sad and distressed.
Found out the mew one ; pastor in much
affliction rendered the service painful in
another way. ‘‘ It made me think of dear
Septimus Sears, when he stood first in Zoar
Eulpit, with the black silk binding his poor

ead together ; and then of old John Ers-
kine, whose pale face and black wig almost
made you think it was death come into the
pulpit. All these grievous services, so cold,
so weak, so uunlife-like, made me glad to
leave Sheppy; for, to find ‘a grand old
Gospel,” with the power of the Spirit carry-
ing it home to sinners and to saints, appeared
impossible. Can we wonder seats are unoc-
cupied, and chapels nearlv emptv?** Truly,
Mr, ¢ Wayfarer,” a crisis of trial is on our
Churches. Further on our friend is found
at Rye. No pastor here. We remember this
place when that thin man, the late Mr. Pain,
was its pastor. The Gospel has not flourished
at Rye for many years. “Two orphan
children ” looking out on the sea for the boat
to bring home dad, who was lost in the
storm, is much like the condition of ** Way-
faring Man.”

PENGE TABERNACLE.—Mr. J. W,
Boud has left his flock at Earl Soham, and
has received hearty welcome on settling as
the minister of Penge Taberracle. For ten
years Mr. Boud has ministered at Earl Soham,
near Wickham Market, and has preached at
the different stations in Ashfield, Kenton,
Framlinghamn, Tannington, etc., and his
friends regret his removal. We hope his
Master has said, *“ Come up higher!” and
that, in ploughing, praying, preaching, and
inall branches of ministerial work he will be
successful and happy. Truly, it is no light
or easy pursuit, faithtully to prove that any
man is ““set for the defence of the Gospel”
in these times. The suburbs of London wilt
present the hest fields for Gospel work. There
the gentry have their homes.

NOTTINGHAM.—“ A Wayside Hearer,
a Wanderer, and 8 Weeper ” (whosaw Zion
in its glory, and mourned under the clouds
which covered her; who stood amazed at the
strange novelties which raised up the Hall)
says: ‘“ We have now in Chaucer-street a
new Strict Baptist Chapel. I am notone of
them, but I rejoice to know THE Gospel still
lives.—[ Why are you uot one of them ?]



TESTIMONTAL TO
MR. GEORGE THOMAS CONGREVE.

On Tuesday, November 23, at a public
meeting (Sunday-school anniversary), held
at Rye-lane chapel, Peckham, a beautifully-
fllurminated address, in a handsome frame,
svas presented to Mr. Congreve, on behalf of
the teachers, scholars, committee, and
“riends of the school, hy the pastor (Mr. J. T.
Briscoe), in recognition of his services as
secretary, and afterwards as superintendent,
extending over 32years. Mr. Congreve has
been compelled to resign the superintendent’s
office in conscquence of his now partly
residing at Brighton. He will, however,
still continue to conduct the young women’s
classes, each class numbering over 100
members. The following is a copy of the
address :—

RYE-LANE (PECKHAM) SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

THE CoMMITTEE of Pastor, Superin-
tendent, Officers and Teachers, the Scholars,
and the Friends of the School, desiring to
express the high esteem in which they hold

Geo. Tuos. CONGREVE, EsqQ.,
Formerly Teacher, afterwards Secretary,
then Librarian, and since

For TWENTY-THREE YEARS
SUPERINTENDENT,

WHxo has displaved unexampled powers of
organisation, unflagging zeal for souls, uo-
tiring devotion tfo the best and highest
interests of the School, and has materially
contributed to the moral and spiritual weltare
-of the scholars, —

WHO has been a most liberal donor to the
funds,—

WHO has lived to see a great development
accompanied by beneficial and growing
Tesults,—

WHo, feeling inadequate to the greatly
increased duties, and desiring partial repose,
has resigned the office he held, amidst the
hearty regrets of co-workers and associates,

AND who bears with him on retirement
their tenderest, warmest, and lasting sympa-
thies, with the sincere hope that his valuable
life may loog be spared, and his efforts for
the Master further owned and blessed,

PEESENT HIM WITH THIS ADDRESS,

as a small token of their appreciation and
attachment, on the occasion of the

FIFTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING,
Tuesday, 220d November, 1881,

THE PARSON IN THE COAL-PIT
NEARLY CRUSHED AGAIN.
“ Through every period of my life,
Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And afrer death, in distant worlds,
The glorious Lheme renew.”

“JoEN TaomMas!” No uncommon
name in Wales. A man well known in the
Forest of Dean, and in the coal-mines of
South Wales. He is a tall, well-looking,
well-behaved, godly men. He has some
Welsh fire in him; and many have heard
him preach Christ’s Gospel gladly. But the

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

John Thomas of whom I write is a most
decided man of new covemant truth, and
the Welsh religiouists are of the Arminian
schonl ; consequently, our much and truly
beloved brother in Christ, John Thomas, has
for many years been obliged to work in the
dark, the deep, the dangerous coal-mines.
He has narrow escapes ot being killed. He
has just experienced another. Here is his
own note. (We send him often as we can).
He says :—

ANOTHER TENDER DELIVERANCE FROM

SUDDEN DEATH.

“DEAR BROTHER IN JEsUS,—Every
needtul blessing be unto you from Him that
Joved us. Amen. Your tokens of love come
to hand ; contents very useful. We are very
thaokful to the Lord. Dear brother, don't
be alarmed ; it is the Lord that speaks. In
the eveniog of Thursday, October 27, nearly
closing the day’s work, I was engaged in
merking my cart of coal on the rib, the cart
being so close to it I had not proper room
to go alongside of*it. I had to stretch my-
self length-ways, till I was almost on the
ground. To my fearful surprise, down comes
from six to seven hundred of coal and Tuhbish
right on the top of me, I scarcely knew
where I was; but, bless His dear name, He
was soon on the spot, keeping my thoughts
together. But there I laid on the rubbish,
groaning for breath, and in terrible pain.
No sooner was I found in this position than
the giant you speak of in the VESSEL stands
by, and he said, ¢ You are not a child of
God ; if so, this would not be.” I did not
make any noise, for fear of causing a great
alarm, and also lest my dear wite would
think things very bad. So after a while I
managed to creep up near half a mile of up-
hill drift, many of the mer asking what was
the matter 7 I got home by myself. Praise
the Lord! I am getting better. Hope to
begin again to work.—JOHN THOMAS.”

BUCKS.—In one of my journies I rested
for 8 moment in the valley. Heard Mr.
Bullivant had preached some good sermons
in Wooburn-green; do you know him?
Mr. Burgessleaves Askett, Mr. Wale departs
for High W ycomhe, George Scott wants more
work. When will you give memoir ot the
late venerahle Richard Howard? You know
he was a father to Wooburn-green cause.
One friend said, ‘‘ We miss him much.” Our
excellent co-worker, E. B. Lloyd, is 8 merei-
ful gift to the Sydenham Church in Oxon.
Oh, may the blessed Spirit lead hiin and keep
him, and bless him in all the trath. At
Thame, poor pastor Clarke and his devoted
deacon are feeling the force of advancing
years. The elders are going off. William
Day, of Maidenhead, sti)l preaches. Forgive
—A WOUNDED CRIPPLE.

BEATON BRAY.—We are, in this Dun-
stable suburban village, a pariicularly
favoured people; we have evidence of pros-
perity. During the year 1881, some additions
were made to our Church, and on three
different oceasions Mr. R, Burbridge baptized
some faithful tollowers of the Lord.
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THE LATE MR. COMFORT,
Deacon of Nunhead-green, Baptist Chapel,
near Peckham Rye.

Mr. Thomas Firminger has kindly for-
warded the enclosed note from the daughter
of the deceased, containlng almost his last
words, Mr. Comfort’s daughter says ;:—

“ Qur dear father departed this life on
Lord’s-day morning, November 13, and
entered on the eternal Sabbath to worship the
Lord for ever. His illness was long and very
painful, and, added to this, he endured great
anguish of mind. His pains were so great,
that his prayers consisted chiefly of ejacula-
tions for mercy and for help, and more
especially for patience to bear the Divine will.
He would often (quoting the words of the
hymn) say, “I mourn but not repine,”
emphasising the fact that he could not help
mourning, but he tried and prayed not to
repine. He wns one of God’s dear children,
who, ¢ through fear of death was all his life-
time subject to bondage,” hut he proved at
the last that Jesus, through His death, did
destroy him who had the power of death,
that is the devil, and delivered him. When
told by bis medical adviser he must die, and
that notbing more could be done for him, he
bid him good-bye, and thanking him, said,
¢ I am dying, just coming into the swellings
of Jordan.” The devil tempted him sorely ;
he suffered great fear. After suffering he
was permitted a refreshing sleep, and, on
waking, said to one who stood at his hedside,
“I am dying ! I am dying! it is hard work
to die, but I shall soon be with Him. Heis
my Rock, my blessed Rock, Thou precious
Christ.

«¢On Jordan's stormy banks I stand,

And cast a wishful eyc
To Canaan's fair and happy lana,
‘Where my possessions lie.”

* Yes, oh, yes, my possessions lie there, my
recious Jesus is there, my Rock, my ever-
asting Saviour. I have trusted Him in life,

and He is still my Rock.” Then, turning to

his daughter, he exclaimed, ¢ Oh, He has
heen a God of love to me ; when quite alone
in the world, He came to me, and loved and
cared for me.” And turning to her again,
said, ¢“ Ah, trust all your cares to Him, He
will be wilhdyou in life, He will be with you
in death (and pausing a little to rest himself,
he exclaimed)—
¢ The palms of My hands,
Whilst I look on I sco,
The wonnds I recoived

While bleeding for theo.’

My precious Saviour !’ Again, ¢ Whatdo
Isee? Oh, blessed sight! The King in all
His beauty, all glorious. Oh, fetch me, do

not let me stay.” Then, turning, he said to
his wife, “T thought I was going. So
strange a larp of a thousand strings should
keep in tune so long.” On another occasion
he seemed troubled, and said, T am in the
swellings of Jordan. Do not, my Saviour,
leave me, my sios are great.”” Being re-
minded of Jesu’s blood shed for sinners, he ex-
claimed, * Precious Jesus, new beauties in

His plories shine. Do let me come home,
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dear Saviour, to be with Thee. Give me
grace to wait—oh, such a sight—I have had
a glimpse of Him ; oh, trust Him, He will
he a God to yom; trust your heart with
Him.”

He spoke most earnestly, and prayed for
all big children. This seemed to be a burden
in dying moments, but he prayed, and may
his prayers be abundantly answered. How
often he longed to le in the house of God;
and strange the day of his death should he
the Lord’s-day, Addressing his dear wife.
he said, “ Give my dying love to the little
cause, and tell the hrethren and sisters to
dwell together in unity, and then the blessing
of God will attend them.”

8o he died, the subject of many doubtsand
fears, hut triumphant at the last; his last
words being some three hours before his
death, * Jesus! mercy! eternity! home!”
Then, becoming unconscious, he lingered tor
a few hours, till twenty minutes before nine.
he quietly passed home to be for ever with
the Lord. Whbo will be the next?

GREAT GRANSDEN BAPTIST
CHAPEL.—Tuesday, November 29, a ser-
vice of song, with addresses between the
anthems, was given hy the choir, previous to
which a large number enjoyed an excellent
tea, given by ladies of the congregation. Mr.
Housden, the senfor deacon of the Church,
presided in the evening. Mr. Squirrell offered
prayer; the chairman made an appropriate
opening address ; and the choir gave * Zion's
Pilgrims.”” Mr. Andrews gave a friendly
greeting ; anthem, *“ The S8aviour’s Benedic-
tion,” was then rendered. Mr. Squirrell's
excellent address was listened to with much
interest. The choir gave “ [mmanuel’s
Glory ;" all the anthems were sung in a
pleasing and effective manner by the choir.
Mr. King, late pastor of the Great Gransden
Baptist Church, then expressed the pleasure
he felt in meeting again the friends among
whom he had lived and laboured so long, and
gave us a Christian address. ¢ Consider the
lilies,” and ‘‘ Cry out, and shout ! ” followed
delightfully. A vote of thaaks to the ladies
for the tea, to the ministers, to the choir for
the zeal they had manifested, was proposed
by Mr. Walker, seconded by Mr. Dodson.
carried hy the audience, and acknowledged
by Mr. Squirrell. A collection for the pur-
chase of lamps, supplied by Mr. Lynn, of 3t,
Neot’s, which much improve the lighting ot’
the chapel. All friends are heartily thanked:
and it is matter for encouragement that the
service was so highly appreciated, and so
decided a success.—M. H.

LIMEHOUSE.— CovERDALE RooMs.
Wednesday, November 23, it was my privi-
lege to baptize five believers at Bethel chapel,
Poplar, kindly lent for the occasion. Tbe
Lord was with us to bless, enabling our
friends to go on their way rejoicing. We
are expecting others will soon be constrained
to come. To our covenant God be all the

raise.—Yours truly and affectionately in
glim, F. C. HOLDEN.
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MR. GEORGE BURRELL ON “THE
LEAVEN AND THE MEAL.”

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,—] am not
fond of controversy for its own sake, but, for
one, have read with great interest the very
comprehensive and spiritual elueidation of
the parable by Mr. Allen. It appears to me
tbis was called for, as the contrary view
(maintained, I imagine, by very few) appears
an erroneous one.

One thing is certain, whether the leaven
is to be taken for corruption in a bad sense, or
for pgrace in a good one, the whole of the
meal is to be entirely leavened by it. Then
the question arises, if we take the kingdom to
mean the professing Church of Christ, is
this to becore entirely corrupt, every part to
be entirely leavened ? It must if this be so,
but this never has been in any age, either in
the Old or New Testament Church, and
never can he, so that it never will be leavened
entirely, in a bad sense ; therefore, this cannot
be the meaning.

The meaning of our Lord seems, to my
mind,"exceeding simple. By the kingdom I
understand the work of God the Holy Spirit
in the-soul in regeneration, which is the be-
ginning of experimental life and sanctifica-
tion. y the three measures of meal may we
not understand the three component parts of
man, soul, body, and spirit? of which the
apostle speaks in his first epistle to the Thess-
alonian Church, fifth chapter, twenty-third
verse : ‘ And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly. And I pray God your whole
spirit, and soul, and body be preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” The Church is predestinated to be
eonformed to the image of her holy and glori-
ous Head, and the whole entire mystical body
of Jesus Christ, in spirit, soul, and body, will
be like Him when the Holy Ghost has per-
fectly performed His great work of sanctifiea-
tion, which will be when Romans viii, 11 is
fulfilled: ““But if the spirit of Him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you,
He that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit
that dwelleth in vou.” Then will every
individual member, and the whole perfected
and mystical body of Christ be as entirely
sanctified throughout body, soul, and spirit,
as she now stands, justified from all things
in her Saviour’s righteousmess. He shall
change our vile body, and fashion it like unto
His own glorious body, 2ccording to the power
by which He is able to subdue even all things
to Himself, O glorious God-like end of pre-
destinating grace and favour.

s«We shall be like Him, O what bliss!
For we shall sce Him as He is.”
I am, I trust,

Yours, in bope of this glorious prospect,

Watford, Nov. 14, 1881. Gro. BURRELL.

NOTICE.—R. A. Huxham’s recond term
of probation ends last Lord’s-day of February,
1882. His connection with the Church at
Chelmsford will then cease. He is open to
supply any destitute Church wishing for
settlement. His address is, R. A. Huxham,
Ivy-villa, St. John’s-road, Chelmsford, Essex.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

OUR CHURCHES IN LANCASHIRE.
—No.I As & “ seeker after the Grand Old
Gospel,” which, when preached out of the
soul where the love of Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost doth dwell, is never preached in vain.
I am jealously concerned to tell my fellow-
travellers where they may be more likely to
get a feast, when on the Lord’s-day they
wish to worship where the servants of Christ
come forth from the place of secret com-
munion into the public sanctuary to declare
only, and to testify faitbfully, the things
which have been spoken to them by the
‘Silent Whisperer ” while on the watch-
towers they listened and learned somewhat
of the mind of Christ. I have been muchin
Manchester, in Rochdale, in Heywood, in
Hollinwood, in Lockwood, Morley, and
Leeds, in fact, my pilgrimages in all these
smoking, steaming, and laborious hives of
industry, have been for many years, frequent,
and often fatiguing. I catch every oppor-
tuaity of noting down the different phases of
the preaching fraternity, and having known
the Lord, having realised the power of His
Spirit, having some little discernment to dis-
tinguish between the man of letters, the
scholastic and literary lecturer, and the man
in whom the Spirit of God is, I have been
anxious to send you a kind of * Guide to the
Gospel Houses” in the Northern parts of
the kingdom. I have read your VESSEL for
more than thirty-five years, I bave heard
you preach in these parts many times. I
also beard the beloved Gadsby, Kershaw,
and all the valiant old * originals” in the
years gone by, and from my M38. I helieve
some estimate may be formed of the difference
between the men who once stood in power,
and the men who now feel and mourn over
the apparent absence of that anointing which
rendered their sermons and their services so
wonderfully useful to thousands who are
gone home with them to the paradise of rest
and of refreshing. I am not certain that the
blessed men referred to were perfect in their
ministry. Neither can I believe their suc-
cessors are lifeless or faithless men; but an
impartial review may be useful to the present
and future generations. If you will insert,
T will send—that is, if the Lord will spare—

““A MAN ON THF RAIL AND
ON THE Roap.”

LAKENHEATH——(A4s it was in the
days when I hknew it),—Mr. Editor, you
have been delicately reticent in your review
of Daniel Smart’s life, &c. Now some of us
aged countrymen (who lived in Lakenheath
when Daniel Smart and Mr, Wright were
the ministers of tbe two chapels), wonder why
it is neither in the Annual Roll, nor in the
Register, this place, nor its parsons, are ever
once mentioned. I have interesting notes
of the merciesof God, and of the movements
of some men of God in this secluded part of
the country. Will you insert them 7—X. X,
T. U.—[Send them on. Let tlem be truth-
jul. No poetry or persecution reminiscences
are of any use, e have not done with
Daniel yet.]
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BURREY TABERNACLE.—This most
noble edifice, built for the ministry, and
aid for hy the friends of the late Mr. James
%ells, was the scene of grateful joy on
Lord’s-day, December 18, 1881, the cause of
which was the ohservance of an old-fashioned
custom with Mr. Wells, his deacons, and his
people, to make a collection for the poor
saints who are in fellowship with them just
before Christras time. Now, the original
and only pastor of the Church has been
taken away from them some years (to the
sore griefof many hundreds) ; those energetic
deacons of this Church, Sir John Thwaits,
John Carr, Esq., Edward Butt, our beloved
friend Mr. Alder, Mr. Beach, aud others, are
all gone, or are too infirm to do much; and
yet in one day their collection for the poor
amounted to full £100; which in the
following week was honourably and cheer-
fully distributed by the present ahle and
devoted brethren, who have been raised up by
God to conduct, and to carry on the weighty
and responsible work of Divine worship in
this sacred and truth-maintaining edifice.
The sermons were preached by Mr. Matthew
Welland, of Lewes, whose occasional ministry
here is much appreciated by the large
gathering of the Lord’s family. We feel our
spirits spring up with pure pleasure on
learning tbat the spirit of Christian
charity, in union with decision for the truth
of Christ’s Gospel, are thus zealously per-
petuated, and many a poor pilgrim is helped
on his way. Praise the Lord.—C. W, B.

BISHOPSGATE.—London,in the thickest,
darkest, and most hidden parte of it i= not
destitute of THE GosPEL yet. Artillery-
street, where faithful George Moyle told the
story of the new and living way (where the
editor of this monthly once baptized many
believers, Artillery-street chapel, in Bishops-
gate), still echoes the sounds of love and
mercy. I have a frieud who is a member
there, and I sometimes go and bear for
myself. Let me tell you that Sunday,
December 18, 1881, was a memorable time,
Mr. Thomas Stringer preached first, from
“And this ie tbe Father's will which hath
sent Me, that of all which He hath given
Me, I should lose nothing ; but should raise
it up again at the last day.” Oh, it wasa
sound as strong, and as clear as the golden
bell of old. Then, our Lord Jesus having
spoken in the morning, at eventide we had
Paul in the pulpit, and he said, “ Through
mighty signs and wonders by the power of
the Spirit of Qod, so that from Jerusalem and
round ahout unto Illyricum, I have fully
preached the Gospel of Christ.” Ripe,
ready, and rolling in the river of life, our
brother Thowas proved to he a man of virtue
and of valour.

BRIGHTON.—Mr. Gray has been
publicly recognised as the successor to the
pastorate ot the late Mr. Atkinson at
Ebenezer Chapel, Brighton. Our correspon-
dent says, it was a delightful and successful
day. Ebenezer has heen revived, and ker
prosperity and prospects are good.

CLAPHAM. — DEAR SIR, - Koowing
your readiness to do good, please remind those
rich in providence as well as grace, of their
opportunity to do good privately or publicly.
I enjoy seeing the heart gladdened without
their knowing which way or from whom.
Can you give any information as to whether
Mr. Thomas Stringer is going to be settled
over any Church, or is he going to leave
England ? various are the reports. Many
express Surprise that Mr. Stringer, an
established faithful minister of the Gospel,
has not received more sympathy. You have
not noticed that he is unsettled. According
to the many chapels that are wanting
ministers to occupy the pulpits, surely the
old ones ought not to be put out ..:" sight and
forgotten.—[A. Littleton is very kind. We
heartily wish brother Thomas Stringer could
go over to America, he would receive a hearty
welcome, and it would greatly benefit him.
Will he go?—ED.]

RATTLESDEN, SUFFOLK.—On Sun-
day, December 11, sermons were preached by
Mr. J. Wilkins, of Wattisham, and collec-
tions made in aid of the German Baptist
Mission. According to * Browne's History
of Congregationalism in Suffulk,” Ra‘tlesden
wag early the seat of Nonconformity. A
Church existed here in 1655, which appears
to bave broken up. The present Church was
formed in 1813, and Mr. Middleditch was
ordained its pastor. He was succeeded by
Mr. P. Dickerson (still living) of Alie-street.
Awmong those who followed Mr. Dickerson in
the pastorate were Messrs. Howell, Norris,
Parson, Bird, Probert, and Hollenshead, who
has but recently left. The Church is now
destitute of a settled pastor. Here is a fine
gph%;e of labour for the right kind of man.—

CHATHAM.—“New Exox.” Weare
now settling down in our new house, and we
are growing in Church and congregation.
We have paid off the cost of new chapel
over £300 pounds; tbere is mearly £300
more to pay, and we wish it paic. Our
leaders, the two brethren  Dumsays,
Joseph Casse, the venerable M. Hollis, and
others, are getting into years, and before they
quite forsake their clay we pray for help to
clear off the debt. On December 135, Mr.
Shaw, of Gravesend, preached for the buildiug
deht. On December 18, the Editor of the
VESSEL gave us two sermons for same object.
He showed us some of the victories of the
Son of God first, then he came searching
after backsliders in heart. Whether he
found any out we bave not heard. It was
to some a solemn season.—A SOLDIER.

RYARSH, KENT.—The Kirg of Zion
has favoured us with sigus of revival.
Prayers have been answered. December 11,
the baptismal pool wss opencd. ‘Three
helievers, upon a profession of their faith in
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, were
immersed.—F. P. PATTERSON.
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MINER'S HAPPY TALE.

By JoHN BOLTON,
Mirister of Trinity Street Baptist Church,
Boston, ILancolnshire,

And Author of an Original Poom, entitled, “ The
Footsteps of My God," which we hope to ¢com-
menee in the February number of TnHE
FARTHEN VESSEL.

“1 AM THE LORD THY GOD."

A MINER once. in deep distress,
Not knowing what to do,

With heart dismay’d and comfortless,
To praycr would often go.

At times he heard the Father's voice,
And felt the promise sweet ;

And then it was he conld rejoice,
The Word was drink and meat.

One morning. as he travell'd forth
Betwixt the light and dark,

The cares which vex the sons of carth
Being at their nsual work:

Being deaf, he heard no warbler's sound,
To cheerhim on the road;

But these delightful words he found,
“1 AM TOE LORD THY GOD.”

TWith lamp and pick he marched along,
The words still sounding sweet ;

At lougth they rons'd his pow'rs of song,
Before he reached the pit.

He envied not the carthly lords
Upon whose soil he trod ;

Still meditating on the words,
“Iam the Lord thy God.”

That dayx those words were drink indeed,
And medicine, and food,

For they'd been found in time of need,
And therefore uunderstood.

Ah! it is at such times as these
One learns to kiss the rod ;

Whilst list'ning to those words of His—
“I am the Lord thy God.”

He thought of voyagerson the main,
Lonnd for some distant coast.

With sails all ripp’d, p’raps rent in twain,
And, may be, compass lost.

Amid the dangers of the sea,
When thonders roar aloud.

~otbem how sweet the words must be,
] am the Lord Thy God.”

He thought of those by friends forsook,
When mosta friend they neced,

Lemembring that the sacred Book
Reveals a Friend indeed.

He tbought of Isracl's chosen race,
How dreary their abode ;

Oft hearing in the wilderness,
“1am the Lord thy God.”

Ah! on that day he little thonght
The time was near at hand

For him to leave the miner's cot,
In Jesn's nume to stand.

Yet soon his marching orders came,
From out the fiery cloud :

“Go! tell My people in My Name,
*1 am the Lord their God!* "

And tbough he's left the pick hehind,
His lamp he's boroe away,

A glance at which oft brings to mind
That memorable day.

When walking from his humble cot
Beneath a darksome cloud,

From which a voice spake, * Murmur not,
*I am the Lord thy God.” "

Thus, rcader, you have heard my tale,
The whole of which is true;

Are you. too, in the glooray vale ?
May Jesus gpeak to you ?

THE
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For He who walks upon the seas,
His people’s pathway trod,

Then listen to those words of His—
“«T am the Lord thy God.”

AN AOCROSTIC,

Dedicated to tho Chureh at
EDENEZER BAPTIST CHAPEL, BRIGNTON,
And read at the close of tho Recognition Services
of Mr. 8. Grey, as pastor, December 6, 1881.
BY STEPAEN JANEZ TURNESS.

E 'ER bless the Lord for all that Ho hath done,

B cloved in Christ, God's well-beloved Son.

E ncircled by His favour we have stood

N eath the protecting hand of Him, our God.

E ver may we in lasting love maintain

7 calin His canse, who for His Church was slain.
E “er scck to shew that we arc born of blood,

R obed in the righteousnoss of Christ our God.

B y faithfnl pastors surc we have been bless'd,
A nd Christ by many hero has been coufess'd;
P ublish aloud the praise of Him whoso grace
T o us has been revealed in this place.

I 1 place of Him who is on high at rest,

S afc in his Saviour’s arms, and on His breast
T o sing for aye, and with the Lord to feast.

C hrist has to us another pastor given—

H imself, to shew the only way to heaven,

A nd, for tostrengthen those upon the road,

P urchascd and saved by Jesu’sprecious blood.
E 'cr bless the Lord for all that He hath done,
I, ove Him—Jehovah's Equal and His Son.

THE NEW YEAR.
THE New Year dawns; what docs it usher in?
How much of pain and sorrow, carc and sin ?
Could we at one brief giance the whole survey,
Our hearts with abject fear would shrink away.
But, lo! the word comes from a migbty God,
‘“Hold fast thy confildence, nor fear the rod ;*’

1 Infinite wisdom and undying love,

Are training for the inheritance above.

Aye, Lord! we will hold fast till Thou appear;

Rest on Thy promises without a fear :

Bless Thes, the futurein our life is hid,

The all-sufficient strength for daily need.

The New Year dawns! what is its storo of
wealth ?

How much of peace and plenty, joy aud health ?

Could we at one brief glance the whole survey,

Our hearts would burst these tenements of clay.

Oh, glorlous God! thrico blessed Three,

The New Year’s days we consecrateto Thee;

‘Work all Thy will in us, Thy glory show,

That many hearts may learn Thy saving grace
to know.

Sittingbourne. EMILIE TURQUAND.

Births.

On November 29. at Ossery-road, Old Kent-
road, the wife of Mr. John Faulkner, of the
ninth son.

Mrs. Green, the wife of Mr. Wllliam Green,
Platt-works, on Boxmoor, of a daughter, in

November. .
Warringe.

On November 29, by the Rev. J. B, M, Butler,
rector of Maresfield, Isaac Smith, of London,
eldest son of Samuel Smith, Esq., of Eversholt,
Beds, to Mary Anne Eveuden, only daugbter of
William Evenden, Esq., Maresfleld, Sussex.

Beaths.

In affectionate Temembrance of Eliza, the
beloved wife of Willlam Drake, of Siiting-
bourne, who departed this life November 18,
1881, aged 68 years.

Mrs, John Corney, of Hounslow, has been
called up into the higher courts of purer
worship.




A Wmbersal Furt,

OutniNus O¥ A Discourse PRrREACHED BY B. J. NORTHFIELD, AT
THE BAPTIST CHAPEL, HADLEIGH, LORD'S-DAY, JANUARY 8, 1882,
OcOASIONED BY THE DEATH OF MR. M———, WHO SUDDENLY
DepARTED THIS LIFE, JANUARY 1, AGED 70 YEARS.

“And he died.”—Gen.v. 27.

T all times it is necessary that the Holy Spirit’s aid be imparted to
those who stand up in the Triune name of Jehovah, and on the
present occasion I feel especially my need of that blessed Spirit’s
influence, that I may rightly speak and adduce solemn lessons of warning
from the sad event of which we have to speak this afternoon—namely,
the sudden departure from time into eternity of one who has met with
us in the means of grace for some considerable period of time. The
words selected for our text are indeed very appropriate and solemn.
The history with which they are connected is an account of the gene-
alogy, ages, and deaths of the patriarchs from Adam unto Noah, and
which account, in passing by, I would have yon observe that Methuselah,
whom our text refers to, lived to the greatest age, and yet of him it is
recorded, ““ And he died,” reminding us of the frailty and mortality of
man, and though he may live to be very old, yet he must die.

I.—Let us endeavour, in the first place, to notice the universal fact—
man dies. The Word of Trath informs us of only two who did not see
death, Enoch and Elijah, but who were translated from earth to heaven
in an extraordinary manner; and the same ever-blessed volume declares,
“ Man dieth, and wasteth away; yea, man giveth ap the ghost, and where
ishe?” Ah! ‘“ Where is he? ” a sentence full of solemnity, and calco-
lated to make us question, *“ Where shounld we have been, had death ere
this have summoned ns before God?” Age will not preclude us from
the gragp of death, we cannot live beyond its reach, nor can we be too
‘young to fall as victims to its power. The person bowed down with
infirmity, whose care-worn and wrinkled face may tell us they are fast
approaching the grave, may to himself betake the warning, yet let not
those who are in the bloom of youth * boast themselves of to-morrow,
for we know not what a day may bring forth,” and those who to human
appearance are farthest from the grave, in God's divine appointment may
be the nearest to it. Even whilst you are listening to my voice, now
well in health, some disease may take possession of your mortal frame,
nltimately to lay you in the cold embraces of death. *“In this war there
is no discharge.” The time, manner, and place of death of all of us are
appointed by Him who ruleth all things, as Scripture declareth, ** His
days are determined, the number of his months are with Thee. Thou
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot pass.” I firmly believe in this
agsertion, and am convinced that none can lengthen the measnre of their
days, as decreed by Jehovah, yet I do not identify myself with those
“ pecaliar people”’ who pay no regard to medical and other means for
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those suffering from affliction, for I am satisfied that He who has
appointed the days of man, has also ordered that we should, as rational
beings, avail ourselves of the blessings bestowed upon us by a kind
Providence for the comfort and preservation of our frail bodies; and yet
I say all that we can do will not frustrate His divine will concerning us.
Seeing, therefore, that death awaits us all, may we be enabled to contem-
late—

P I1.—4 consoling truth—Jesus died. “ And he died ” is very suit-
able and blessed language to adopt in conmnection with the Lord Jesus
Christ, whose death is the spiritual life of unnumbered millions. And
how did He die? is a question which may be answered in various ways,
but two in particular would I mention. He died substitutionally. On
His own behalf there was no reason that He should die. Death is the
awful consequence of sin; and Jesus “knew no sin.” He was spotless,
pure, and undefiled, and “no guile was found in His month.” He was
wounded for owr transgressions, and with His stripes we are healed.
““For the transgression of God’s people was He stricken.” O my friends,
it is a mercy to be amongst that people, and if the prayer of the poet
suits you, you possess an evidence that such is your exalted position—

“When Thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come,
To fetch Thy ransomed people home,
Shall I amongst them stand ? ”

The substitutionary death of Christ has no charms for the devil’s slaves,
but souls enlightened by the Spirit of God long to realise their interest
therein; “ That I may win Christ,” is the language of those for whom
He died. Further, we may avow that He died triumphantly. 1f death
had trinmphed over Him it would also triumph over you and I; but no,
He has conquered that awful foe, and every trinmphant death is through
that one glorionsly-trinmphant death oo Calvary. Yes, our mighty
Deliverer was death’s Master, and that potent enemy has been over-
come, together with him who “had the power of death—that is, the
devil.” My friends, and would you trinmph over death, too. If so, the
language of the great apostle must be yours, “ We are more than con-
querors through Him that hath loved us.” Death is not a welcome
messenger, only as we are enabled to realise that Jesus has overcome it
on our behalf, and even then, as mortals, how we shrink from it. Oh,
to be favoured to gaze beyond the dark, dark curtain, and behold the
glory on the other side Jordan, that that glory may fill our souls, 80 as to
leave no room for fear and trembling. In Christ’s trinmphant death
what countless millions of deaths did die; so that those who have an
interest in His death may face it as their friend, for to them it is but
falling asleep—

“ Asgleep in Jesus, blessed sleep,
From which none cver wake to weep.”

Thus he triumphed over sin, the cause of death, and over death, the
effect of sin. Satan, with all his infernal host, was driven back and
defeated when He shouted, “ It is finished.” Now, let us notice, in the
next place,— ) .
I11.— What it is to be prepared lo die.—All who have an interest in
Jesus are prepared to die and fit to appear before God. Hence, let us
notice what are the evidences of an interest in Christ, Men by nature
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are children of wrath, inasmuch as they are spiritnally dead. Therefore,
to be prepared to die, one must be brought out of that spiritual death
into spéritual life. No man has power to form his son!l anew, or to
regenerate his heart; this is God’s work alone, and this the apostle
declareth, “ You hath He quickened wko were dead in trespasses and
sins.” When this quickening power of God is wrought in the soul it is
accompanied with a feeling sense of one’s sinnership, and a fear of eternal
ruin, which makes the sinner cry for mercy and pardon through the
Saviour’s merits. Now is the soul brought to see and feel himself as he
never did before—a sinner, wretched, naked, helpless, and undone, and
with a burdened conscience, tearful eyes, and sorrowful heart he sighs,
groans, and prays to Jehovah. And the work of the Holy Spirit com-
menced in the soul with convictions of sin, is further carried on in
leading that soul to Jesus, as a place of shelter, safety, and rest. Thus
being led, the soul is enabled to see in Jesns’ snfficiency, and this raises
hope within the breast; and the langunage of those who are thus con-
ducted is, ‘“ Perhaps He died for me.” This faith of appropriation ever
precedes the assurance of one’s interest in Jesns. We see His snitability
and sufficiency, yet we doubt His willingness. Following this experience
is an application of the blood of Christ to the soul; for they who are
taught their need of Jesus, feel that they cannot do without Him. His
righteousness they want to justify them, and His blood to cleanse them.
At His cross they must lose their burden, or they know that their sonls
must be lost in hell. Jehovah thus makes them conscious of their need,
and then supplies the same. The burden of sin is lost while the merits
of a precious Christ are applied to the heart in all their saving power.
They are enabled to rejoice that the canse of death, even sin, is for ever
pardoned through what the Saviour has done. Such, and such only, my
friends, who are thus brought to repentance, and possess faith in Jesus,
are prepared to die.

IV.—What are the consequences of such preparation ? Many are the
blessings that belong to those who are prepared to die, and one most
prominent favour as regards this time-state, is @ hope bsyond the grave.
The bope of the wicked expires when his mortal life terminates, but
souls who possess a knowledge of Jesus have a hope which s as “an anchor
of the soul both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within
the veil.” This hope in the midst of the cares and turmoils of life
encourages them to look ‘“ to those things which are before,” and though
here they experience many bitters, trials, and temptations, yet this hope
beyond the grave ofttimes rejoices their spirits and consoles their weary
minds. Not only are there consequences issuing from this preparation
as regards this life, but there is eternal glory after departure from this
world of sin and sorrow. Well may it be said the afflictions of this
life are light when compared with the eternal glory which every ransomed
soul shall share in everlasting bliss. Lord, bring us to that glory, that
we may reign with Thee for ever and ever.

V.—Bat from our remarks we gather a sofemn inference—that some
are spiritually dead. To such what shall Isay? God knoweth the desire
of my soul for you, and whilst I would not condemn you, your condition
calls forth my pity. Let me warn you of your danger. That you have
no power to save your soul I am firmly convinced, but what may be the
greatest cause of grief is that you are so unconcerned. I often
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endeavour to speak seriously to you, but unless the Holy Spirit apply
what I say the sarue is powerless. Do you ever preach to yourself, and
ask your soul, as being guilty, where it is resting for time and eternity ?
or where, being naked, it will find a shelter from the wrath of God?
Unless God have mercy on you, my friend, before you close your eyes in
death, you must sink to hell, and there lift up your eyes in that place of
torment everlastingly.

Now a word or two ere I close with reference to one whose death we
have mentioned. Of our departed friend I cannot say much. I have
conversed with bim but very little. He was not a member with us, but
constantly attended the means of grace, and little did I think when I
last saw him in this place, this day fortnight, that I should see him no
more. During my last conversation with him he spoke of the changes
he had experienced providentially, and I said to him that it was a great
mercy, seeing that we live in a changing and dying world, to be prepared
to enter another world, to which be replied in the affirmative. Well,
early last Lord’s-day morning he was seized with a fit, which rendered
him unconscious, and in that state he died in the evening. That infinite
Being who searcheth the heart, knew the heart of our departed friend.
My hope is that he is better off, and it would be a source of joy to my
gsoul to have further proof or reason to believe that that I hope for on
his behalf is his realisation on high. To you, his sorrowing relatives,
I tender my sympathy. Some of you have been brought to know the
Lord, and confess Him before men; and to you may this bereavement be
sanctified, and you enabled to say, “ The Lord gave and the Lord hath
taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord;” and if any of
von are still strangers to Him, may the loss of the one through whose
death you sorrow, be the means in God’s hands of your spiritual life, for
death may as suddenly clasp you in its embraces as it did him. O my
friends, may God sanctify these solemn and sudden strokes to each and
all of us, for we are dying mortals, and how soon we may be called to
die is a matter that belongs to God; whilst, «“ Are we prepared for the
solemn change?” is the gnestion which should concern us. May the
Tiord command His blessing. Amen.

“SPRING UP, 0 WELL™ (NuM. XxL 17).

Frodt the vast depths of love's un- , Come nearer, come, with crystal streams.

bounded ocean— refreshing
Within the soul upspring! The root of every tree;
And stir the thirsty spirit to devotion, Come nearer still, with overwhelming
Making the heart to sing ! blessing,—
Israe) of old, in glorious strains scraphic, Come even unto me !
Sang of the mystic well ; With its sweet scent, revive my languid.
Its healing virtues told in language graces,
graphic: As Thou, O Lord, seest fit ;
Could I its wonders tell ! That in lthe joy of those “in heavenly
< . » Tid A aces,”
»prmgoltlp:]!g]\.vell 1" the parchéd desert DI stilrl) with Thee may sit,—
Water the hills around : | For ever singing of the untold treasure,.
Let the great garden of Jehovab| Drawn from this well of love ;
flourish, Till I shall drink with unabated pleasure:
And in rich frait abound. From the great sea above.

W. WINTERS.
¢ rehyard. Waltham Abbey, January 10, 1882.
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THE WARLIKE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

STEEMED AxD BerLoven RicHARD RANDLE,—You wonder how I
was occupied on the Christmas-day of 1881, T was “out of weak-
ness made strong.” In the morning I preached from, ¢ Nevertheless,
when the Son of Man cometh shall He find (THE or THIS) faith on the
earth?” Then I travelled on to Wood-green, there, in the Council-
chamber of the printers’ retiring villas, we held a short service, and I
thonght about the crowns in the Bible, but T said very little. William
Hill Collingridge, Esq. (of ZThe Cily Press), and his most benevolent
lady, take a deep, and genuine, and a practical interest in the welfare
and well-being of these veteran typos; in fact, Mr. and Mrs. Collingridge
devote much of their spare time to promote the comfort of the aged
printers and their wives, who have obtained a residence in these beautifal
little palaces; and if all our London printers would exercise only a little
of the care which the inhabitants of ““The Hornsey Elms” put forth,
“The Printers’ Almshouses” might be four times as large as they are.
Mr. William Hill Collingridge has given me permission to quote here
a few lines on “ Rest,” which are worthy of your consideration. The
leaflet says:—

“The following poem was read by the Rev. Dr. Maguire, Rector of
8t. Olave’s Scuthwark, after the address delivered by him on Sunday
afternoon, August 14, 1881, at the Printers’ Almshouses, Wood-greern,
N., and is now published by request.

“< The good land that is beyond Jordan.’—DEUT. iii. 25.

¢ A pilgrim once, the toil is o’er, I was an hungered, and so faint.
To my appointed rest I come, My weary spirit pined away;
The Alway and the Evermore, I cried to God, and made complain:.
The journey's cnd, the pilgrim’s Hereigned down manna day by day.
home, The road was long, the path was steep.
1 was a-weary and oppressed, : Ere yet the promise dawned to view:
When lo, beneath a Rock I stood; . -nd twice across the stormy deep
There, in my sorrow, seeking rest, The Lord did lead His peop.r
[ found it where I sought—in God. through.
' Through ways unknown, through puzh~

I wasathirst, and faint, and low,
When, from the rocky riven side,

Refreshing streams of water flow,
In welcome wavc of ceaseless tide.

untrod,
Through foes and [fears, through
battle strife,
Thy hand hath led me on, my God.

I was astray, and stood in doubt, Throughdeathand darkness intolife.
When lo, a ¢ pillar of a cloud,’ Now all is o'er, and troubles cease:
To lead me in and lead me out, ‘ The pilgrimage for ever past:
Mapped ont my way and marked my The weary spirit vests in peace,
road. The heavenly shore is eained it Tasr.

All praise to Thee, Thrice Holy Lord,
Be now and evermore addressed !
The Triune God, in One adored,
The Father, Son, and Spirit blest !
ROBERT MAGUIRE, D17

After the service, Mr. John Dunham walked with me from Wood-green
to the Elms mansion, in Hornsey, where Mrs, Collingridge refreshed us
with a most welcome cup of tea, then we trudged on to the nearest station.
and retorned to Dualston, thence to Speldharst-road chapel, just 1n time
for the service. Neither in my pocket written, nor in my brain, nor in
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my memory, had I any sermon prepared. The words in Isaish xxxi
were floating in my thoughts, where the ancient, the evangelical prophet
says: “ Thus hath the Lorp Spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the
yonng lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called
forth against him, HE (the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Lorp JEsUS
CrR1sT, when He comes to rescue His people, or any one of His redeemed
out of the power of his adversary, then, although a multitude of the
false shepherds come forth to liold the poor bruised soul in their grasp,
yet He) will not be afraid of their voices, nor abase Himself for the
noise of them; for so shall the Lord of hosts come down to fight for
Mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.” Here I saw the personal pre-
eminence of our mighty Prince of Peace, ‘the Lord of hosts.” Oh,
Richard, what a universe of divine fulness, and of unsearchable riches
appeared to be rolled up in that characteristic sentence—

“THE LORD OF HOSTS!”

‘“ Alexander the Great,” and other warriors, have led immense armies,
and obtained numerous victories, but of whom can it be said, He is the
Lorp or =nosTs, but of our “ Wonderful Counsellor,” “the Mighty
God?z > HE is

“The Lord of hosts,” possessively, in the highest heavens, for “ 1IN
Him DWELLETH ALL the FULNESS OF the GopHEAD BODILY.” All the
attributes, all the powers, purposes, all the heights, depths, lengths, and
breadths of the eternal Deity dwell in Him substantially and really. So
He is the Lord of hosts possessively, and He is so as the Governor and
Commander of all the armies in the angelic heavens, in the planetary
and starry heavens, in the dispensations of Providence, and in the
sovereign exercise of His grace; in every sense, in every sphere,
in every continent and clime of God’s immeasurable, undiscernable
nniverse, THE CHRIST OF GOD reigns supremely—

““ THE LORD OF HOSTS.” _

Oh, Richard, this pre-eminent glory of our Saviour was to me like a
rolling sea, in which I was all but drowned.

Then there was the warlike character of our JESUS, our EMMANUEL,
Gop wITH Us.” “ Like as the lion, and the young lion,” &c. So shall the
Lord of hosts COME DOWN—

“T0 FIGHT FOR MOUNT ZION, AXD FOR THE HILL THEREOF.”

Ah'! there are many sides, and many insides, too, in the complexity of
the God-Man, the Mediator, the Redeemer, the co-equal Son of the
Father in truth and love.
There is the lamb-like side of our Saviour—
“ His heart is made of tenderness,
His bowels melt with love.”

But when David saw a lion and a bear catching a lamb out of the fold,
did David go with a kitten's heart to beseech the lion and the bear to
give him the lamb back again? No! sirs! Nor do ye well when ye
represent my Saviour as weeping over sinners, and trying, and crying, to
win them. David says: “I went out after him (the lion) and delivered
it out of hismouth; and when he came against me, I caught him by the
beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew both the lion
and the bear, and this nncircumeised Philistine shall be as one of them,
seeing he hath defied the armies of the living Gop.”



AND OHRISTIAN RECORD. 43

Our immortal and mighty “ El-geber ” hath omN1PoTENCE in His
purpose and power. The very same Lorp who said, “ He that believeth
and is baptized SHALL BE SAVED,” also as sternly said, ¢ He that believeth
not shall be damned.” And even unto His own Ephraim, when gone
into idolatry, He says, “ I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young
lion to the House of Judah: I—even /—will tear, and go away. I will
take away, and none shall rescue him.” So, when the enemy hath stolen
away one of the poor wandering sheep of Christ, He will come forth in
His lion-like character, and will rescne and bring that poor wounded
sheep back, and the howling of the false shepherds shall not deter * the
Lord of hosts.” The delicate, the effeminate discoursers on our plat-
forms might read—

SAMMY BREEZE’S SERMON AT BRISTOL,

which Paxton Hood gives us in his memoir of ‘The Preachers of Wild
Wales.,” It reads as follows-——John Pyer, once of Devonport, was in
the Bristol chapel, when Sammy Breeze came to preach. Two ministers
were to preach at the same time. A young man took the first place:—

He took for his text, ““ He that believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth
not shall be damned;” but he condoned the heavy condemnation, and, in an
affected manner, shaded off the darkness of the doom of unbelief, very much in the
style of the preacher in Cowper’s satire, who never mentioned hell to ears polite.
The young man, also, grew sentimental, and “begged pardon” of an audience,
rather more polite than usual, for the sad statement made in the text. *Bat
indeed,” said he, “ he that believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not-—
indeed, I regret to say, I beg your pardon for uttering the terrible truth, but, indeed.
he shall be sentenced to a place which here I dare not mention.”

Then rose Sammy Breeze. He began: “ I shall take the same text, to-night.
which you have just heard. Our young fricnd has been fery fine to-night, and he
has told you some fery polite things. I am not fery fine, and I am not polite, but
I will preach a little bit of truth to you, which is this: * He that believeth shall be
saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned,’ and I begs no pardons.” He
continued, “I do look round on this chapel, and I do see people all fery learned
and in-tel-lect-u-al. You do read books, and you do study studies, and fery likely
you do think that youcan mend God's Book, and are fery surc you can mend me.
You have great—what you call thoughts, and poetries; but I will tell you one little
word, and you must not try to mend that; but if you do, it will be all the same:
it is this, look you: ‘He that believeth shall be saved. and he that believeth not
shall be damned,’ and I begs no pardons. And then I do look round your chapel,
and I do see you are a foine people. well-dressed people, well-to-do people. I do
see that you are fery rich, and you have got your moneys, and are getting fery
proud; but I tell you it does not matter at all, for I must tell you the truth, and
the truth is, ¢ He that believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be
damned,’” and I hegs no pordons. And now,” continued the preacher, ¢ You will say
to me, ¢ What do you mean by talking to us in this way? Who are you,sir?’ And
now I will tell you. 1 am Sammy Preeze. I have come from the mountains of
Cardiganshire, on my Master's business, and His message I must deliver. If you
will never hear me again, I shall not matter much, but while you shall hear me,
you shall hear me, and this is His Word in me, and in me to you: ‘ He that
believeth shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned,” and I begs no
pardons.” .

It was a strange scenc; but as he went on, in quaint, but terribly carnest strain,
anger passed into awe, and mute astonishment into rapt attention. No one, who
heard the words, could ever again hear them unheeded, nor think lightly of the
doom of the unbelieving. The anccdote is worth being laid to heart, in these days,
when there is too often a reserve in declaring the whole counsel of Got_‘l.

After serviee, in the vestry, the deacons were in great anger with the blunt
preacher; and one, a well-known religious man in Bristol, exclaimed, Mr. Breeze,
you have strangely forgotten yourself to-night,sir. We did not expect that you
would have behaved in this way. We have nlways been very glad to see you in
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our pulpit, but your sermon to-night, sir, has been most insolent, shameful 1" 1lle

wound up a pretty sharp condemnation by saying, * In short, I don't understand
you ™" .

“Ho! ho!” exclaimed Sammy, *“ you say you do not understand me? Eh!
look you then, I will tell you; Ido understand you! Up in our mountains, we have
one man there, we do call him exciseman; he comes along to our shops and stores,
and sayvs, " What bave you here! Anything contraband here?’ And if it is all
right the good man says, * Step in, Mr, Exciseman, come in, look you.! He is all
fair, open. and above board. But if be has anything secreted there, he does draw
back surprised, and he makesa fine face. and says, “Sir, I do not understand you.’
Now, you dotell me that you don’t understand me, but I do understand you, gentle-
men, I do; and I do fear you have something contraband here; and I will say good-
night to you: but I must tell you one little word—that is, * He that believeth shall
be saved, and he tbat believeth not shall be damned,’ and 1 degs no pardons.”

There should be no delicate, false dealing with the Scriptures. Dr.
Leask and his “ Rainbow ” may soften down the terrors of hell, but, if
we die out of Christ, we awfully fear an eternal hell will our eternal
portion be. Who can read Isa. liii. and Ixiii. but must see that when
divine Justice found the Church’s sins upon the Lamb of God, Justice
bruised Him, and sorely put the Son of God to grief. Even so. When
the Son of God shall come to punish the transgressors, what saith He?
“1 will tread them in Mine anger, and trample them in My fury; and
their blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments,” He repeats it: “1I
will tread down the people in Mire anger, and make them drunk in my
fary: and I will bring down their strength to the earth.”

The warlike characler, the lion-like power of the all-conquering “ I
AM,” is a subject too little considered, if I may judge from the lightness
of the people generally.

Kind Richard, I was the whole of Christmas-day in preaching, and
in travelling, from the morning until the night set in; and gratefully
amazed I bow down in silence before the Lord, to try to praise Him for
folfilling His promise in me: “ My grace is sofficient for thee, and My
strength is made perfect iu weakness.” Of the ¢ crowns” in the Bible,
on which I thought to drop a word or two, I must give you in my next, if
God gives sparing mercy to your old friend, C. W. Banks.

The night alter Christmas-day, 1881, Banbnry-road, South Hackney.
Farewell, and forgive these ragged notes, as they are run off late on the
Monday night.

Rock axD SaxD.—On the morning that I set my eyes on the island
of Corsica, where Napoleon 1. was born, and on the island of Elba, on
which he was confined as a discomfited prisoner, the coming shadows of
Waterloo hung over his bleak exile. The nextday I saw the spot where
another famous prisoner landed on his way to Rome, and where he
“ thanked God and took courage.” Napoleon’s boasted “rock ” of
imperial power proved to be but a fog-bank. What a contrast between
the defeated and disappointed exile of Elba, and the glorious old prisoner
of Ceesar, who sang trinmphantly in his cell : “I have fought a good
fight | Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day!” The
French Emperor’s crown was a lost bauble; the apostle’s diadem will
blaze with stars through all eternity. There is no sharper contrast in
all history between the wisdom of building on the rock and the fatal
folly of building on the quicksand.—Dr. 7. L. Cuyler.
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THOUGHTS FOR THE THOUGHTFUL.

By JosrpH WILKINS,
Minister of Wattisham Buptist Chapel.
“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory,

and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine ; Thine is
the kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art exalted as Head above all.”—1 Chron, 29,

UR good brother, Mr. D, Allen, who is unknown to me in the flesh,

but to whom I feel drawn in the Spirit, bas given us much to

think about in the late nnmbers of the EARTHEN VESSEL ; but compre-

hensive, valuable, and discriminating ag his articles are, there can be no

valid reason why afew ““ THOUGHTS FOR THE STUDIOUS ” should not be

inserted in relation to * the kingdom of Christ.” We meet with the

word, “ kingdom,” in some relation or another about three hundred times
in the Old and New Testament.

I.—Let us analyse the word, “ki¥gpox.” We sghall not find much
difficulty in analysing a word of two syllables. By some it is regarded
as an old compound word, containing two words in one—rviz., “ KNG ”
and ‘“pom.” The first part of the word is very plain; king—ie.,
monarch, or supreme governor. Thongh in primitive language it
signifies sfoul, or valianl. The kings of most nations in the beginning,
being chosen by the people on account of their valour and strength,
But let us drop that part of the word for the present, and look at the
second part of the word only, the “Donm.” We bave it in our langnage
both as a prefiz and as an affiz, and in general it is used to denote
POSSESSION, It seems also to define the kind and range of that
possession, to fix, as it were, bounds to the particular sphere indicated.
You have it :— .

1. As a prefix in domestic, dominion, &c., showing the possession of
sovereignty in a small or extensive degree. 2. As an affix in earl-dom,
king-dom, &c., denoting the possession of jurisdiction, estate, empire,
&c. 3. Again, as an affix, in wis-dom, free-dom, showing the possession
of state, condition, quality, &c. In its use, under consideration, it
means the possession of POWER, the power of right, the power of
authority, the power to command, the power of a sovereign. Taken in
general terms, it may mean the possession of the rights and powers of
administration, &e.

I1.—Let us look at the BIBLICAL signification of the term, “ KING-
pom.” In this form it signifies, in the main, these fize things :—I.
Conquest and subjection; conquest on His part, subjection on ours.
The countries subject to a king are properly his kingdom (Deat. iii. 4).
2. Sovereignty ; a dominion either limited or universal. God, as a
universal Sovereign, is described in the beautiful language which heads
this paper, and again by David in Psa. citi. : “ His kingdom ruleth over
all.” 3. Right; the right of claim, a right to be king, as referred to
in 1 Sam. xx. 31. Not a usarper, but the one to whom the “dom,” or
possession, belongs. Christ had not to plunder the throne for His
crown. 4. Government, or the supreme administration. Jealons Saul.
in his jealousy, said, *“ They have ascribed unto David ten thonsands,
and to me they have ascribed but thousands; and what can he have
more but the kingdom ? ” That is, the supreme government. 5.
Heaven, called by Jesus, “ My Father's kingdom,” and by Panl, “ His

heavenly kingdom.” See Matt. xxvi, 29; 2 Tim. iv. 18.
E
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JII.—Now let us look at the FIVE DIFFERENT SORTS OF KINGDOMS
mentioned in the Scriptures, passing by the kingdom of Satan, for I
have not any wish to dwell upon the kingdom of darkness. There is:—
1. The kingdom of men (Dan. v.21), These have been many and varied,
and admit of degrees of comparison as to their excellence. 2. The
kingdom of Priests, mentioned in Exod. xix, 6, and by Peter called, “ a
royal priesthood.” His kingdom is much overlooked and forgotten.
God gives His people a kingdom; He places both the mitre, the priestly
crown, and the royal crown upon their heads. “ And they shall reign
upon the earth,” He will give them a throne. 3. The kingdom of God ;
and this may be divided into three divisions—viz. : (&) The kingdom of
His power” (Psa. cxlv.; Dan. iv. 8); (8) The kingdom of His grace
(Matt. iv. 28); (¢) The kingdom of His glory (1 Cor. vi. 9). 4.
The kingdom of heaven. This seems to embrace: (¢) The Gospel
dispensation (Matt. iii. 2). (d) The visible Church of Christ (Matt. v.
19, xiii. 47). (¢) The grace of the Spirit in the soul (Luke xvii. 21).
(d) The place of everlasting glory (Matt. v. 10). 5. The kingdom of
Christ ; and this part I wish to reserve for a future paper.

OLD JOSEPH AND HIS LONG SPADE.—No. IIL

AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF MERCY'S MANNER OF MAKING THOE SOUL
FiT For GLORY.

“ LD JOSEPH,” careful reader, was simply introduced to your

notice last month. He was employed by the LorD to go down
into the ¢ deep things,” * the deep that coucheth beneath,” beneath the
surface of even the translated letter, beneath the surface of ¢ THE ¥ALL,”
of that coNFLICT which the GREAT REFINER calleth * bringing the third
part through the fire ;” and “the deep that coucheth beneath,” the
types, emblems, metaphors, prophecies, and evangelical histories of the
divine revelation. Aslounding deeps indeed !

WrLLiam TurNER, Esq., of South Hackney, has, with extreme
kindness, presented me with a copy of that largely appreciated volume,
“The Approaching End of the Age,” by H. Grattan Guinness, which is
a profound review of  history, prophecy, and science,” in the compo-
gition of which the anthor has consulted two hundred or more of the
most choice; learned, and devout students of the ages before our times,
and of many of the present century. Hence, this original and compre-
hensive digest of what I may term ““The Prophetic Library,” is certainly
a production of precious weight, and the whole of Christendom owe to
Mr. H. Grattan Goinness a debt of honest gratitude.

But—may J write it?2 1 really tremble to do so—what would the
spirit of the late John Cumming, and what would the ghost of many of
the most eminent prophetic writers, say to this fact ? A young gentle-
man, a steam-engine reader, a thinker of keen and truthful power,
deliberately declared to me his fearful conviction that, “as these works
on the prophetic dates, times, and fulfilment have been issued, infidelity
has grown and become more and more rampant!” The coming of
s geoffers ” as much fulfil the apostolic prediction as any other branch
of the foretelling Word of inspiration,
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Of what real use, however, are such works to the broken-hearted,
to the Spirit-quickened, to the law-condemned guilty one, who stands
at the gate of the temple, crying,—

“ GoD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME, A SBINNER”?

A broken, bleeding heart, who dreads death, trembles at the thought of
the judgment ! The poor fellow who.said, “1 dare not, I cannot say,
«or scream out fAaf,”’ when a whole company were chanting,—

“The God that rules on high,

And thunders when He please ;

That rides upon the stormy sky
And manages the seas;

This awful God is ours,
Our Father and our love,

He shall send down His heavenly powers
To carry us above.”

% The black cloud of my sins,” solemnly said the pale face, *“ makes God
to be like an awful God to me! 1 do fear Him ; but how, when, where
shall I find HimM?” “ Only in His Sox, who is the Saviour of all who
are led by the SPIRIT to seek for THE G0OD SAMARITAN, to heal, to bind
up, to lift up, and tocarry home that soul who has spiritual life in it, bat
has been robbed, rolled in the black mud, stripped,wounded, left as dead.”

“ 8ir,” emphatically murmured the bowed-down man, “ the parsons
about ue never come down where we are.”

“ What book is that in your hand ?”

‘ Archbishop Tillotson’s sermons on ¢ Onr Imitation of the Divine
Perfections.” ”

“Js it useful to yon ?”

“] cannot tell. It pierces me; but how to attain unto it, I find
not.” i

It is my hope to be enabled to show, not how infants are saved
(although that I purpose to attempt), nor how such easy, shallow people
as smile and sing on in these days; bnt how the divine Comforter
dealeth with those who,—

“ Buried in sorrows and in sins,
At hell’s dark door do lay.”

If the brittle thread of life holds ont awhile, expect to meet me on this

line next month.
C. W. Baxks.

[1 fully sympathise with Dr. Chadwick. In “Christ’s Cup” he
gays:—* The world and the Church crown learning, eloquence, activity.
It applauds the force and energy by which great deeds are dome.
Neither the world nor the Church think of weary hearts, aching eyes,
drooping souls, whose destinies are fraught with fear and pain.” Bold,
brave, big men, who win applause, are considered heaven’s champions.
God seeth not as man seeth. Christ has warned us that our judgments
are all astray. Many that are first shall be last, and the last first.
Jesus proposes not glaring, successful efforts, but ENDURANCE. Samuel
Foster, think of this, Ye poor suffering widows, at Two Waters, at
Knowl-hill, and many more passive, sinking sufferers, look to Hmr. I
know you do.—C. W. B.]
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A MODERN CHRISTIAN MARTYR IN
THE CONVICT'S CELL.

By W. W,

[The following serious narrative is no foreign, no far-fetched, no painted picture of
a SORROWFUL CHRISTIAN LIFE. It is correctly, conscientiously, circum-
stantially correct. We knew this terribly ill-judged man from his boyhood:
and we had the deepest sympathy with him when, crushed in spirit, broken
in heart, and almost unknown in the world, he came forth from prison as he
went into it,—

AN INNOCENT, AN INJURED SUFFERER.

It has been seen lately how the administration of justice in our Law Courts
often fails: and we know that most industrious, well-meaning persons, whose
prospects fall through, whose efforts break down, are often stigmatized as
dangerous and deceitful characters, simply because they have not been, as the
world terms it, “ fortunate in their enterprises.” We this month only give the
following introductory paper, written by a most devoted and beloved brother
who was eye and ear witness to all we shall publish.]

“ How hard and rugged is the way
To some poor pilgrims’ feet ;
In all they do, or think, or say,
They opposition meet.”

A SMALL bundle of papers which have come into our hands prove
that the writer of them was one of these “ poor pilgrims.” He
was born of godly parents, of great respectability ; he was nursed in
the lap of comfort ; he was educated to fill honourable spheres of duty;
he was most decidedly of a devout mind; and yet he passed the prime
of his days in prison, and died in want. Kis, however, was not a useless
life. His godliness, his counsel, and his example witnessed to the
sincerity of his profession, and so he was a blessing to many in captivity.

These autograph papers, all written in prison, give evidence of the
soundness, as well as of the purity of his mind ; and in the verses may
be seen the desire that they might prove a blessing to his readers.

These papers are :—1. A petition to the Home Secretary, and
letters which explain his situation as a prisoner, and clear him from the
charges brought against him. 2. A letter to the Governor on a Prison
“ Report.”” 3. A letter relative to the spiritual state of a fellow
prisoner. 4. A letter in verse to a fellow prisoner 5. Poems,
(a) *“ The Soul ; 7 (b) ““If Thon forbear to deliver,” &ec. (Prov. xxiv.
11, 12); (¢) © Sympathy;” (d) “Condemnation of Lying Tongues; ”
(e) “The Blessing ” (Acts iii. 26) ; (f) « The Christian’s Grave ;” (g)
“The Fiery Trial " (Dan. iii.) 6. William W.s unsefulness; instance
Lincolnshire Town. 7. Joy turned into sorrow, and sorrow turned
into joy. 8. Prophetic time, in which all the mystic numbers of
Daniel, Revelation, and elsewhere in Holy Scripture, are fully treated on
The narrative will commence in our nest number.

NoOTHIKNG is intolerable that is necessary. Now God hath bound thy
troulle upon thee by His special providence, and with a design to try
thee, and with purposes to reward and to crown thee. These cords thou
canst not break, and therefore lie thou down gently, and suffer the hand
of God to do what He pleases.—Jeremy Taylor.
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR 1882.

“ That thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful NAME, THE LORD
THY GoD.”—Dent. xxviii. 58.

By W. WinTERs, WALTHAM ABBEY.
(Concluded from page 12).

EHOVAH is regarded and interpreted the mighty God, the merciful
One ; the gracious, loving, and long-suffering Being. Also, the
bountiful One, whose beneficence i8 without end or measare; the Trath,
the Pardoner, the righteous Judge, and God of retributive and vindictive
justice. “To know the Jehovah ” is to realise Him experimentally in
love, power, justice, and faithfulness.

¢ Give me, O Father, to Thy throne access,
Unshaken seat of endless happiness !
Give me, unveiled, the source of good to see!
Give me Thy light, and fix mine eyes on Thee.”

That we may fear (as Moses says) * this glorious and fearful name,” and
know in Christ “the Lord our God” (Deut. xxviii. 58) signifies to
realise Him in the soul by spiritual relationship, as our Father and
Friend, the covenant God of ancient Israel, from whom life spiritual and
natural originated, as also light. Hence He is the source aud sustainer
of all good. His name contains an unimaginable loftiness of grandear,
and in itself a research that defies investigation; for,  Who by searching
can find out God ?” From Him—that is, Jehovah—came all the
reasoning functions of man, and that immaterial and intelligeat principle
called the soul, or spirit, which never dies, and which did not originate
from the inanimate matter out of which the corporeal part of man was
created, but from the breath of God. Animate and inanimate substance
continually changes, more or less ; but the Author of all good exists in
His own entirety perfectly independent of all that He has created or
formed, consequently he never can cease to exist, or be subject to the
shadow of turning. As the one self-existent Being, He never began to
be, but always was what He ever will be, the underived, eternal, and
intelligent Cause of all that His creatures, whether men or angels, ever
knew to exist apart from sin. This God is our God for ever and ever;
He will be our Guide even unto death. His immutability is of the
greatest importance to the exercised children of Zion ; and when at their
lowest ebb of Christian experience, when there are visible to faith no
bright shinings, how fall and potent are the following words, when by
the Holy Spirit applied to the soul, “I am the Lord, I change not;
therefore, ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” All persons can read
this grand sentence ; but all have it not in power as a divine revelation
from God. How forceful are the appellations of Jehovah, the T A, as
recorded in numbers of places in His sacred Word. Here are a few of
them :—* Fear not, I M with thee; be not dismayed, for I ax thy
God.” “I am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins.” ~“ And even to your old age I
AM He” Again, “I M He that comforteth you.” These portions of
Isaiah’s prophecy are supported by Ezekiel. “For I ax the L,f)rd; 1
will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass.”” The
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same prophet says of God: “I Am their inheritance; I aM! their
possession.” Coming to the New Testament writers, we find a cluster
of precious words associated with the ineffable title. John quotes the
words of Jesus when he says: “I am the Bread of life.” Also, “I am
the Light of the world.” Again, “I am the Doer,” the only way into
heaven; and to show His connection with us as His sheep, He says,
“1 am the good Shepherd.” He also gives us an unmistakable pledge
that we shall rise again, when He majestically declares, “I aM the
resurrection and the life.” And how simple and sweet are the words,
“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life :” and not less blessed are the
words, “ I au the First and the Last.” I aM He that liveth and was
dead ; and behold, I Am alive for evermore.” Aud to show us, further,
from whence all new covenant blessings spring, He says: “I aM the
Root and Offspring of David ; ” and not only so, but “I AM the true:
Vine; ” and to prove our union to Him and His eternal love to us, He
says, “ Lo, I AM with you alway, even to the end of the world, that
thon mayest fear this glorieus and fearful name, the Lord thy God.”
Amen. '

JOSEPH IRONS’ VIEW OF A CHRISTIAN AND A DEIST.

MY DEAR BROTHER BaXNKs,.—I have just turned up an old card, the size of a
post-card, written on both sides for circulation by that highly useful and respected
servant of God, Joseph Irons, and thinking the same might be appreciated by your
numerous readers, I herewith forward you a copy as worthy of a niche in the:
EARTHEN VESSEL.—Yours affectionately, W, WINTERS.

The obverse of the card reads thus:—
“THE HAPPY MAN

‘ IS one who has discovered (by Divine teaching) the guilt and
depravity of his whole nature—is humbled before God, as a.

helpless, ruined sinner—renounces all dependence on creature merit—

and rests wholly on the person and work of Christ for salvation.

“ Made a new creature by regenerating grace, he possesses a spiritual
capacity—performs spiritual acts—lives on spiritual provisions—and
enjoys spiritual pleasures. He passes through the world as a man on
a journey, looking forward to heaven as his home; and though his way
may be rough and mysterious, he rejoices in hope of the glory of God.
His Father’s love is shed abroad in his heart; his Saviour’s falness
supplies all his wants; and he has the witness of the Holy Spirit that he
is & child of God, and consequently an heir of glory. ¢ His life is hid with
Christ in God ’—his food is the bread of life sent down from heaven,
and his native air is spiritnality. His affairs for time and eternity are
managed by Infinite Wisdom; his steps are ordered by the Lord; the
very hairs of his head are all numbered; his name is registered in
heaven, and all the persons and perfections of Deity are engaged in
covenant for his EVERLABTING SALVATION. ]

“ He has passed from death unto life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; he stands complete in Christ; he carries on correspondence
with heaven, and, living or dying, he is the Lord’s, Like Enoch, he
walks with God; like Paul, he knows whom he has believed; and like
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John, he has an unction from the Holy One abiding on him. He ig
clothed in a perfect righteousness; sorrounded with divine perfections;
moved by divine operations; secured by covenant engagements; and
destined to inhabit for ever a MANSION OF BLISS. J. Irows.”

On the reverse of the card is—

“ AN APPEAL TO REASON.
‘“ WHO IS THE GAINER?

“ 8uppose the Deist to be right, and Christianity to be a delusion;
what then has the Deist gained? wherein has he the advantage? Is
he happier than the Christian? No !/ Ishe more useful in gociety ? No!
Can he meet the sorrows of life with more fortitude? No! Can he
look into futurity with more composure? No! His life is perfect
madness; and of his death, it may be said, ‘he died as a fool dieth.’
But the Christian is happy in himself, or rather in his Saviour ; he is
useful in his day, and as safe, af least in his death, as any of the
children of Adam.

“Suppose the Deist to be wrong, and Christianity to be frue (and
true it will be found) fken has not the Christian the advantage? Is he
not a present and eternal gainer? He has a constant snpply of happi-
ness from above and unchanging in his Saviour and Redeemer, to whom
he may unbosom himself freely; relief at hand amidst all his troubles,
a sure foundation for the most solid hope; and a delightful prospect
beyond the grave.

“THE CHRISTIAN HAZARDS NOTHING; HE GAINS ALL THINGS !!'
The Deist hazards, yea, forfeits all things, and gains nothing; while he
lives he makes himself the tool of the devil, and when he dies ke looks
for annikilation, but finds damnalion ! !!

“Who is on the Lord's side? Reader, if you wounld be happy in
time and safe for eternity, you must have God for your Father, Christ
for your Redeemer, and the Holy Ghost for your Sanctifier; otherwise you
live under condemnation, you will die accursed, and you will PERISH
FOR EVER | !!

““Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life thal
now 1s and of that which is lo come.’—1 Tim. iv. 8.”

The substance of this card, T have no doubt, will be familiar to some

of the good old Ironites of the famous ¢ Grove ” of Camberwell.
Ww. W.

‘THE LATE LORD JUSTICE LUSH.

TDY the death of Lord Justice Lush the rank of Baptist deacons
receives a lamentable blow. His lordship was a great friend to
the many liftle country chapels of North and South Wales, which he
regularly visited when on circuit, and invariably gave the pastor an
encouraging word, with the addition, usually, of a substantial contribu-
tion to its funds. He was a member of the committees of leading
Baptist societies. One of his sons is in training for the Baptist ministry
at Regent’s Park chapel. Lady Lush and the Judge reckoued this fact
the highest family honour they possessed. o .
[Poor boy! We hope he will make as good a minister as his
honoured father was a judge, of whose life we hope to have a review. ]
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CHRIST IN THE HOUSE!

A MAN was going off to preach, I fancied, I dreamed, or I thought;

his poor wife stood watching him; the children aronnd her were
watching also. At last the wife, the mother, spoke out, crying: “ Now,
Johu, are you going off preaching, and leaving me no money?” The man
looked cross; he fambled about in his pocket, pulled out a few shillings,
and off he started. I felt this sort of thing was not right. I said to my
wife: “If a man does not live CRRIST at home, I would never send him
to preach CHRIST abroad. If CHRIST is not in the house, if we have
not faith and fellowship with Him at home, if we breathe not His Spirit
in our families, and do not honour Him in our houses, I fear all external
profession is vain. You tell me some wives, some mothers, some daugh-
ters, some somns, are so crooked, so contrary, so wild, so extravagant, so
aggravating, that it is impossible to live in peace with them. T know
such things are vexing, trying; still, Peter had a wife; Paul, I suppose,
had none; but I think Peter was tried in that direction. What does
the dear old suffering saint say to us? He winds up a most practical
argument with this remarkable three-fold sentiment:—¢ For g0 is the
will of God; that, with WELL-DOING, ye may put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men’ (and women too).”

Now, I have a long review to take. 1 have been following Christ
from house to house, up to a striking case; bat, having my orphans,
aged and afflicted ministers and widows to see to, you must receive this
as just knocking at the door. I hope to come in presently, and have a
little talk with you about

“CHRIST IN THE HoOUSE.”

THE OBJECT OF FAITH.

ELIEVE the Bible and thou shalt be saved. No. There is no
such word written, It is, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jeeus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.” Do not trouble yourself in the first instance
about questions connected with the book of Genesis, or difficulties
suggested by the book of Revelation. Let the wars of the Jews alone
in the meantime, and dismiss Jonah from your mind. Look to
Jesus : get acquainted with Him, listen to His Word, believe in Him,
trust Him, obey Him. This is all that is asked of you in the first
instance. After you have believed on Christ, and taken Him as your
Saviour, your Master, your Model, you will not be slow to find out that
“all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, and for reproof, and for correction, and for instruction in god-
liness.” You may never have all your difficulties solved, or all your
objections met, but you will be sure of your foundation; you will feel
that your feet are planted on the ““ Rock of Ages.”—Dr. Gibson.

“ For My thoughts are not your thoughts.” I have always seen
God justify Himself in the long ran; 1 am continually discovering that
I misunderstood Him, and murmured when He was kindest.— Lacordaire.
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MEDITATION,

By J. W. CARTER,
Minister of DBroadstairs Baptist Chapel.

Tuy greatness, my God, is a theme I do
ponder,
Thy mercy a theme I do love;

And Thy lovingkindness! it fills me with

wonder,
And draws mc to Jesus above.

Thy love tu elect me, and predestination,
Thy knowledge of me and my need;
Thy covenant of grace, and eternal

salvation,
Constrain me to love Thee indeed.

To choose me before I had any existence,
But in Thy own plan to redeem;
And bring me to Jesus, 'gainst all my
resistance,
A willing believer in Him.

Made me anew creature by regeneration,
Ah! this I shall never forget;
The peace, and the joy, and the sweet
consolation,
I remember with pleasure e’en yet.

The work of Thy Spirit in my transfor-
mation
Is a thing of importance to me;

' No good can proceed,

[ My seeing, and feeling, and sweet

contemplation,
Are things I attribute to Thee.

To Thee—the Creator of ev'ry creation,
The holy, the just, and the true;
but by Thy
dispensation,
For nothing the creature can do.

Man is sinful and helpless, wretched and
dying,
No wisdom to guide him to God ;

In hopeless, despairing condition is lying,
And knowsnot his helper, the Lord.
To grace, and to mercy, and love we're

indebted,
To God and His well-beloved Son;
The work of salvation’s begun and
completed,
Alone by the great Three-in-One.

All praise and all glory, Jehovah, be
given,
By saints and by angels to Thee;
For mercy on earth, and for glory in
heaven,
And all Thou hast given to me.

THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

“THE ANTI-TYPICAL EPHRAIM-
ITIC AGE; OR, IS CHRIST
DIVIDED?”

WE have been reading the ‘annual
addresses” of those different monthly
issues whose editors profess to “ contend
earnestly for the faith once for all de-
livered unto the saints,” and the convic-
tion sank deep into the soul that the
writers of these several addresses are
much like unto onec man who mounted
up into the observatory of ¢ THE
ANCIENT MILESTONE.” There were, as
“ Imaginorus ' writeth, a long flight of
stone steps in the said
“ ANCIENT MILESTONE,”

which steps led up into the central, the
right hand, and the left-hand chambers
of observation. The right hand was
called, “ The Hall of Retraspection.” On
the left hand was the well-lighted study
of * Prephetio Anticipation,” and in the
centre of the two former observatories
was the “ Academy of the Rest of Comso-
lation.” This central academy of “ THE
Rest of Consolation” had no outlook,
cither of the past, the present, or the
future ; but it had a brilliant and power-

ful telescope, which looked uwpward. It
carried the eye of the peering observer
right straight up into the third heavens.
This wonderful eye-conductor gave no
light to the things on the earth; it
stopped not to investigate either the
airy or the planetary spheres; butit gave
a glorious view of
“THE THIRD HEAVEX "

unto everyone who had listened to
Christ’s counsel (Rev. iii. 18), and had
bought of our blessed Redermer * gold
tried in the fire.” By reason of their
riches (of a living and godly faith) these
central chamber people had retired from
the bustle and business, the controversies
and contentions of “[ am of Panl: lam
of Apollos; [ am of Cephas; I am of
this; I am of the other.” Yea, while
remembering with gratitude the good-
ness of God in raising up a variety of
famous ministers, yet, seeing each one
had set up some idol of his own, seeing
the people Lad been weak enough to fall
down and worship these different idols ;
seeing also that some had commenced
beating their fellow servants because
each one insisted that the idol which ke
most admired was THE ONE that all the
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elect ought aleo to look unto; secing
these idol-worshippers had produced
bitter, blighting, blustering, yea, pcace-
destroying divisions, these said ‘¢ Cen-
tral Chamber men,” having been into the
“ Hall of Retrospection,” having passed
into the “ Study of Prophetic dnticipa-
titon,” bhaving listened to Newton, to
Bickersteith, to Cumming, to Thomas
Hughes, to Baxter, and others, lhaving
read Grattan Guinness, and a multitude
of pre-millennial and post-millennial
authors, which lay thick on the tables of
this ** Study of Prophetic Anticipation ;”
thesc central chamber men having
heard, in their own souls, that voice
which saith :

“LOOK UNTO ME AND BE YE SAVED, ALL
YE ENDS OF THE EARTH,”

and having beccome clothed with the
“WHITE BAIMENT" (of a Saviour’s
perfect righteousness); being also
anointed with eye-salve, so that they
wecre not short-sighted, nor weak-sighted,
but so anointed with the golden oint-
ment of the divine unction of the Holy
Ghost that they could, through this
straight up and marvellously strong
telescope, look into that happy kingdom
where Jesus standeth on the right hand
of God, and whose loving speech is heard
through

“ ALl those wide extended plains,”

saying, “ I AM HE that liveth, and was
dead ; and behold, I AM ALIVE for
XVERMORE ! This voice of Christ,
which called them, this sight of an ever-
lastingly living Saviour, which cheered
and comforted them, had settled their
souls down on the seat of quietness ; and
there they were singing,—
“Qur willing soals would stay,
In such a frame as this;
And sit and sing ourselves away
To everlasting bliss.”

Ah'! in this central * Academy of Ex-
amination and Cobsolation” the people
looked truly happy; and having been
well refreshed, and divinely satisfied,
each took his pilgrim’s staff in his hand,
and,

BIDDING FAREWELL TO 1881, MARCHED

INTO 1882,

leaping on the arm of that most glori-
ously omnipotent JEHOVAH, they each
set out on the unknown future, putting
his foot down flat and decided, saying,
“] will go in the strength of the LorD
Gop!" Then, looking up to the eternal
throne, and addressing the Lord Him-
self, exclaimed, “ I will make mention of
Thy righteousness, even of THINE
oNLY!” Thus onward they marched.
They advanced but little on the 1882
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mile of man’s existence here, ere some
of those who started off so full of faith
had been called up to the higher home,
With them Time's future has been swal-
lowed up in the victories and glories of
the paradise of GOD.
¢ There they bathe thelr weary souls
In seas of heavenly rest;
There not one wave of trouble rolls
Across each peaceful breast.”

We are not yet with them. Our posi-
tion is traversing from the chamber of
retrospection into that of prophetic
anticipation ; we are looking at and
listening to the different characters
which crowd these right and left hand
observatories of “The Ancient Mile-
stone.” Numerous phases of the minis-
terial and religious professions we here
quietly survey ; but some more especi-
ally have we taken a careful considera-
tion of ; and this study of not a few
brought up, with great force, the ques-
tion, ¢ Is this the anti-typical Ephraim-
itic age?” Has not the stern voice of
Heaven proclaimed,—

« Ephraim is joined to idols ; LET HIM
ALONE"?
The definition of the SPIRIT, by Hosea,
is very expressive. * Their drink is sour.
They have been guilty of idolatry con-
tinually. Their rulers, with shame, do
love the ¢ Give ye.”” )

Hosea's prophecy appears to look at
the times we live in, or I am fearfully
blind indeed. Even O. H. Spurgeon
says, in his opening address, “ The world
grows. better very slowly ; we sometimes
fear it grows WORSE! The Church re-
lapses to her former sloth ; the good are
weary (and no wonder, seeing that they
are often working in their own strength);
and the wicked wax impudent; the
times are out of joint, and

« Evil days are threatening.”

Grattan Guinness thinks ‘ the day of
Christ j& at hand! The long day of
grace to the Gentiles is all but over.
Apostate Christendom (what a mixed
multitude is that, ‘apostate Christen-
dom ) is soon to be cut off by God’s
righteous severity. The mystery of God
is all but finished.” Suppose these asser-
tions are true. Suppose the final fall of
anti-Christ is near. Suppose Satan’s
kingdom in the earth is speedily to be
cut down. Then, “ What manner of
persons ought we to be in all holy con-
versation and godliness?”

Believers in JESUS, God's only Son,
penitent, praying disciples of the exalted
Prince of Peace, doth it not well be-
come us (like the ancient wrestler and
Christ-embracer, Habakkuk), to ery out,
%1 will stand upon my watch, and set
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me upon the tower, and will watch to
see what He will say IN ME (margin)
and what I shall answer when I am
argucd with.” Habakkuk had a vision.
He was to write that vision. Then the
Almighty God drew a strong line of dis-
tinction between the whole race of pro-
fessors, saying, *‘ Behold, his soul which
is lifted up is not upright in him (lifted
up in the pride of self-esteem, where, I
fear, many are), but the just shall live
by his faith.” Not hy that philosophical
theory of faith which PETER BOHLER
found both the Wesleyans in when he
first became acquainted with them ; but
the just liveth by that ‘“‘mystery of
faith ” which leaveth not the man to he
contented with a Christ outside of his
soul, and which bringeth CHRIST into
the soul as the only hope of glory. Of
these things—of the persons in the
different chambers of “the Ancient
Milestone,” we hope much further yet to
inquire.

“A Diligent Pastor.” Widow Raleigh
has”issued a volume of her beloved
husband's sermons. Poor dear, what a
task it must have been! In one of her
notes of him she says,

“ HE WAS ALWAYS WORKING FOR THE
PEOPLE |”

PASTOR! can this be said of you? But
poor Dr. Raleigh, as the critical Record
thinks, had sore wounds from some
quarters. See how his widow describes
him:—* Dr. Raleigh liked to have his
subject chosen some days before he began
to write. As soon as supper was over
on Sunday evening—the time of all
others when he was brightest and most
at ease—he would say, ‘ Now a text for
next Sunday!' When that point was
settled, he could read up to his subject
and gather in for it from all quarters.
He was always working for the pulpit—
*always,’ as a brother minister said of
him, ¢ either fishing or mending hisnets.’
On Wednesday afternoon, or even
sooner, he would begin to write, and the
work went on as swiftly and steadily as
interruptions would permit. In the
Hare-court days attempts were made to
keep Friday and Saturday free of
visitors, but these endeavours were not
on the whole successful. Once it was
Mr. Binney, who put aside the servant
with an irresistible, ‘Oh, I know all
about your Fridays;' and very often
people of less conmsequence than Mr.
Binney would petition to be admitted—
a petition which Dr. Raleigh could
never refuse, although he has said, ‘ My
chain of thought gets broken, and the
spell of it is gone, 8o that a ten minutes’
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interruption means sometimes a loss of
hours." He could not write unless he
was in quietness and alone—the only
interruption he could hear without
annoyance was the sound of little feet
ovcrhead or on the stairs. For many
years he wrote two sermons every week,
and he continued to do so after he had
piles of MSS. beside him which he might,
have used. Indeed, he could not preach
an old sermon in the ordinary sense of
the words. If he availed himself, as he
often did latterly, of a former manu-
script, he recast and altered it to bring
it into harmony with his present think-
ing, so that the labour was almost as
great asif it had been new. Hissermons
of the last ten years of his life were
generally dashed off with a very rapid
pen, and cost him less time than his
earlier ones. No doubt his working
power would have been greater in some
ways if his ideal had been less high.
Mr. Binney once said to him, ‘ Raleigh,
you will ruin your health becamse you
bave not the moral courage to preach a
poor sermon.’ But it would be equally
true to say that his inability to do less
than his best was the secret of his
success.”” A hard-working gentleman
was Dr. Raleigh.

“G00D AND BAD IN EVERY CLIME.”
—“ An ancicnt son of the Puritans ” has
a work on the various curious characters
he has met with, and listened to, in the
ministry of the Gospel. He arranges
them in circles. Romish Priests are the
outer circle; next circle, the English
national clergymen ; then the various
hosts of Arminian circles. In thecentre
some Baptists. Some he found sacred,
spiritual, scholastic, and sincere. Many
of the Strict are defined as “ strict and
severe,” “sour and sonorous,” “bold
and bombastic,” ¢ blessed and reticent.”
Oh, such pictures of these eccentric foe-
men; of their so-called sermons; these
samples are suggestive of the necessity
of submitting to some kind of friendly
advice.

The hymn-books, the sermons, the
magazines, and the numerous issues
from the churches, the chapels, and the
societies are groaning for freedom, and
we are oppressed by them and the cargo
of letters and papers, all of which we
will bring into daylight when the oppor-
tunity comes. Thomas Stringer publicly
proclaimed us as the relieving officer of
the poor Churches. We did not feel at
liberty to dispute the point withso noble
an orator.

The Blow at Antinomanism,” Xc.
Mr. Aikman's new work is just issued.
Will the people read it?
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

PROSPERITY OF THE BAPTIST
CHURCH AT HARWICH, ESSEX.
In the Autumn of 1880 this cause of God

whs, by deaths, removals, withdrawals, and

the lack of a settled pastor, reduced to the
lowest possible state, insornuch that tbe re-
maining few who held together became quite
dispirited and disheartened ; beeides which,
the heavy debt upon the chapel, which for
pearly forty years had stood at £150, and
was now by the addition of £30 for necessary
repairs increased to £180, it was felt tbat the
payment of 6 per cent. per annum upon so

Jarge & sum was such & pecuniary pressure

that it was seriously contemplated to close

the chapel altogether.

It was at this juncture, and when I had
just retired from a long mercantile life, that
an invitntion to supply the pulpit for the
month of October, 1880, was sent me. This,
at the time I was anticipating rest, quietude,
and even seclusion, though coming from the
place of former friends and pleasant
memories, filled me with confusion and con-
troversy, the two prospects before me being
so antagonistic. But the dear deacons’ letter
-<of invitation and lamentation made me take
the whole matter to the Lord (as I was in-
informed they on their part had also done),
and a felt sense of weakness forced out the
<ry, *‘ By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is
small 7’ when the answer was immediately
given, “ By the God of Jacob, to be sure.”
Then said I, “ In the name of the God of
Jacob I will go.”” And very soon it became
manifest that the Lord Himself had heard the
pravers of His distressed people, for despite
all the drawbacks and unpromising prospects,
the case was not * too hard ” for the Lord.
A rally around the uplifted banner took place,
.and a real revival of hope and refreshing of
spirit was the result. Seeing this, I accepted
the unanimous invitation of the Church to
becowe their settled pastor, and from that
«day (Nov. 29, 1880) to this there has been
one unbroken line of prosperity, as the fol-
lowing summary - f the year 1881 will shew.
Old and established believers have been
confirmed in the faith ; others have been
built up in the truth, and some brought to
know the Lord. Our additions to the Church
have been five by baptism and two received

back again into communion who had left;

there are more in a halting position. The
congregation bas largely iocreased: the
prayer meetings are well attended ; a Sunday
school bhas been established through the
active energies of a truth-loving wife, and
which now numbers 100 childrec. In this
latter auxiliary we have been much

-encouraged by the liberal gift of fifty Bibles

from the British and Foreign Bible Society,

with tbe grant of the purchase of another
fifty at half-price. The poor also have been

well cared for, aided, as we have been, by a

private gift at the beginning of the year

of n cheque for £10, and at the end another
cheque for £5, both from a noble baronet

and M.P., and which have enabled us to
establish ladies' working parties, to make
warm garments for the poor.

Our anniversary and congregational tea
meetings were conducted by Mr. S. K, Bland
and Mr. Houglton, of Ipswich, when flve
suitable presents were publicly made (with a
short address by the pastor) to flve young
persons who had rendered good and voluntary
service to the cause, and tbis anniversary,
which was every wuy a success, was supple-
mented by a tea meeting for the children of
the Sunday school.

Nor has the debt upon the chapel been lost
sight of, for not only has the interest been
kept up, but during the year the sum of £40
has been paid off the principal, and all this
without noise, excitement, or show, and,
moreover, without envy, unlawful means, or
strife. Prayer has been the weapon of our
warfare, love inscribed onour banner, peace,
the product of grace, and prosperity, the
award of God.

Thus has been truly verified the impression
made at the onset of our settlement upon
the mind of one of our deacons as follows:
4th November, 1880. “ I cannot tell,” he
said, *“ how it is, but I have a strong convic-
tion that much blessing will arise from this
interposition of Divine Providence, the com-
mencement of which bhas been so pure and
peaceful.”

God Almighty grant that His blessing
may continue to rest upon us, His good
Spirit be our guide, and His most holy name
sball have all the glory. JosIiAH,

Esplanade House, Harwich.

KING’S CROSS.—EBENEZER, CALE-
DONIAN-ROAD. Special services were held
on December 26. Mr. Bardens preached in
afternoon on * The Giftof God.” The grand
and glorious matters set forth hy the preacher
rendered it, through the Spirit, a time of
refreshing.  Mr. Shaw, of Gravesend, pre-
sided in evening, and gave an instructive
address. Mr. T. R. Marshall prayed for the
divine blessing, Mr. Garrod spoke of the
“@reat Salvation,” Mr. John Kingston,
¢ The Love of Christ; >’ Mr. Langford shewed
the effects of the coming Emmanuel into the
world, causing a commotiou in the minds of
kings and peoples, and emotion in the hearts
of believers ; He being the object of devotion,
and the promotion of His people’s hopes.
Mr. Mayo, ot Watford, gave a soul-cheering:
address on ¢ The Apostle Paul's Ministry ;
there was in it principle, prevalence,
promises, and precepts, dwelling most sweetly
on the power and efficacy of the precious blood
to eleznse, to keep, to rave, The meeting
closed with, ¢ Crown Him Lord of AlL.” We
desire to take courage, and press forward in
faith and patience, trusting in the Lord with
full purpose of heart, knowing that He
worketh all things according to His own
purpose, and for His own glory.—JUHN
GARROD, Camden Town.
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ESTHER SPARROW.

Dear Mr. BANKkB,—S8ome of the dear
salnts may like to hear of the happy de-
parture of my last Christian friend and sister
in the Lord, whom I have kept up com-
munion with for thisJast 23 years, EsTHER
SpArrOW. Shewasborn on Good Friday,
1815, and entered her eternal rest October
14, 1881, resting solely on the finished work
of her dear Redeemer.

1o all my experience [ never met with one
(except James Cox) who was more grounded
and settled in the covenant ordered in all
things and sure. Her life and conversation
fully exemplified what she loved and lived
upon in her own soul.  She was hrought to
a knowledge of her state as a sinner at the
early age of 13, and was in great distress of
mind for about twelve months, when the
Lord, the Spirit, brought home with power
to her soul the words in Isa. liv.: “No
weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper,” &c. From that time there was, I
bave heard her say, a firm persuasion that
the Lord had a fixed purpose for all His
chosen. Then the question arose as to her
interest in this blessed covenant : and soshe
went on praying and hoping till the Lord
laid His afflicting hand upon her; and after
she got a little better, she was for four months
as though she had no feeling at all. She
moved about like one as dead, though alive;
no desire for prayer, no life, no concern, and

et there was a concern, until the Lord in
ﬁis Providence removed her from Hales-
worth, in Suffolk, to London. Now she
felt trouhled as to her interest in the blood
and righteousness of the LORD JEsUs
CHR1sT, whether she was interested in the
covenant or no. She went from one place to
another, till she heard our late dear pastor,
James Wells, and he so explained the cove-
nant to her mind, and the Lord the Spirit so
brought it home to her soul that she was one
of those characters that God the Father,
through the atonement of His dear Son, had
chosen for Himself. She felt the same as
Ruth did, when she clave to Naomi. She
was baptized ; she joined the Church, and
was a consistent memher for 39 years. Thus,
at her death she was one of the oldest mem-
bers living. The writer has lost a dear
friend and adviser. She was the means of
my being brought to hear Mr. James Wells,
and after five months’ wrestling and pray-
ing the Lord appeared unto me as my
Saviour, to the joy and rejoicing of my soul.
Many, many have been the blessed conver-
sations concerning our Lord and Master
we have had ; and many times could we say
with the apostles, * Did not our heart burn
within us as He talked to us by the way ?”

Many were her trials and sorrows, accord-
ing to the flesh ; hut amidst them all her eye
was up unto the Lord, and she used to say,
‘“John, it is amongst the all things, you
know; man wants but little here below, nor
wants that little long.” Sbe was never
married, but with what she earned with her
hands, she delighted to help those she knew,
especially those of the household of faith.
Shle wns beloved by all who knew her, who
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love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and
truth. A woman of few words, but what
she did say was with savour and power ; she
could detect error in a moment, and’ yet
would not dispute. If asked a question, you
had a straightforward answer, whether it
offended or not. She feared no one ; her sole
aim was the honour of her Lord. In her
last days she removed to Surbiton, where she
attended (when her health would permit)
Providence chapel, Kingston. The supplies
sometimes pleased her greatly, Thus she
worked on until within about eighteen
months of her death, when it was plain to us
who knew her the Lord was gradually taking
her down in body. She had to give up her
situation, and was removed back again to
Clapham, near her sister, who attended her
faithfully up to her death. She had still the
same settled calin resting on the finished
work of her Lord ; and thus she fell asleep
in Jesus, Octoher 14, 1881, without a struggle
or a groan. ‘‘ Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my last end be like hers.”
So prays, yours in the best of bonds,
JOHN SYCAMORE.
Vauxhall, 8.W., Dec., 1881.

BOSTON. — EBENEZER BaPTIST
CHAPEL.—DEAR BROTHER Bavks,—I
send the report of the re-opening services of
the above place of worship, which I hope will
be somewhat gratifying to the readers of the
EARTHEN VESSEL, some of whom have
known Ebenezer years gone by, when peace
and prosperity was the element enjoved.
After the lapse of several months, the unfold-
ings of Divine Providence revealed the fact
that Ebenezer chapel had been oftered to the
Church and congregation worshipping in
Bethel chapel, Trinity-street, under the
pastorate of Mr. J. Bolton. This offer was
accepted ; Bethel friends have had Ebenezer
repaired and painted, and not a few were
delighted to see it look clean and cheerful ;
many felt thankful to be able to resume thair
old sittiogs, and listen once more to the sound
of the Gospel in the place so dear to some of’
them in days of yore. J. Ashworth, E.q.,of
Rochdale, was the preacher for the oceasion,
and took for his text Isa. xxxiii. 20: ¢ Look
upcn Zion, the city of our solemnities; thine
eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a
tabernacle that shall not be taken down, not
one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed,
neither shall any of the cords thereof be
broken.” And truly it was very blessed to
hear this servant of the Lord unfold, with his
wonted precision and Spirit-taught ability,
the beautiful sentiment and meaniug of the
text. The friends afterwards resorted to
Bethel chapel, where nearly 200 took tea,
served under the supervision of Mr. Alfred
Sill, assisted by the ladies of the congregation,
whose first-class management and cheerful
attention gave the greatest satisfaction toall
present. lu the evening a public meefting
was held, presided over by J. Ashworth, Esq.
Very encouraging it must have been to Mr:
A. to bave found bhimself surrounded by so
many godly ministers and deacons, the Strict
Baptist Churches of Lincolnshire being
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thereby well represented. Aftersinging, and
prayver by Mr. Bullen, of Burgh, Mr. Ash-
worth gave a lucid description of the breast-
plate worn by the High Priest of old, giving
the name and typical meaning of each par-
ticular stone, thereby showing how the
chosen, redeemed, sanctified and saved Church
of God were all upon the heart and affections
of the great anti-typical High Priest, who
ever lives to intercede in the courts of hliss,
Mr. Carr spoke upon the significant name,
““ Ebenezer,” or stone of help; he was very
blessedly led out. Then came our own dear
John Bolton, whom we highly esteem in love
for his work's sake. His remarks chiefly
referred to the exercise of bis own mind with
regard to the leadings of God’s providence in
connection with the way in which Ebenezer
chapel had come to be “our chapel,” and he
(Mr. Bolton) the minister thereof, it being
the Lord’s doing, and marvellousin our eyes.
Brethren J. Wortley and Newbold, of
Spalding, spoke encouraging words of sound
advice, and Mr, Ashworth concluded with the
usual benediction. We hope that this meeting
was the forerunner of a better state of
things in the future. So prays yours in the
faith, J. SHARPE.—Sunday, January 15.—
I am tbankful toinform you that the chapel
was again well attended, both morning and
evening ; and that Brother Bolton appeared
very happy in his new sphere of labour, he
being favoured with much liberty in preach-
ing.—J. 8.

CLAPHAM JUNCTION. — Provl-
DENCE CHAPEL, MEYRICK-ROAD. —
Annual meeting was Tuesday, December
27 last. Chapel was well filled ; Mr. Kevan
read and praved, Brother Box delivered
an excellent diseourse from, ‘“ Wherefore,
gird up the loins of your mind,” &ec, At
evening meeting some good addresses from
Isa. ix. 6, “Untous a child is born,” &c.,
by Brethren Copeland, Cornwell, Brown,
Hand, end Clark. Mr. James Lee presided,
and conducted tbe meeting with excellent
tact and Christian discretion. The Lord bas
given bim a large heart, evidenced not by
words only, for abundantly has he exemplified
the Divine injunction, “To do good, and to
communicate, forget not.” Brother Lee has
had a heavy trial in the painful affliction of
his dear partner; may those whose hearts he
bas cheered, and whose hands he bas
strengthened by liberal help, remember him
before God in prayer. We proposed that in
1880, besides providing for interest on debt, a
further £100 should be paid oft the chapel
debt. We tbank our Govﬁ and the preacher
(Mr. Box), the chairman, wministers, and
{riends, for the amount was completed by the
meeting. We take this opportunity of
recording our obligations and thanks to the
ministerial brethren who have hitherto
acceptably preached to us the Word of life.
Mr. John Bonney, who, in turn with others,
hasserved us nearly four years, has, in answer
to repeated requests, written that he will
supply us, taking a general oversight ss
migister for twelve months, and, if approved,
1o continue as long as the people are willing
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to receive him, and he is equa! to the work,
The Word preached has Veen attended with
divine power. As a Church we are praying
aud looking for the rain of divine blessing on
seed sown. Our beginning was small; in
1872 seven persons joined in Church union ;
areom was opened for preaching near Clap-
ham-junction ; numbers increased ; another
place was taken, from both we were removed
by the requirements of the School Board.
Seeing how much the Gospel was needed
in this rising and now dense neighbour-
hood, after much prayer, and believing the
work was of the Lord, a site was obtained
iu 1875, a chapel was built to seat 350
persons, with school and vestries, at a cost
of £2,650; the whole is freehold, and is placed
in trust to the Baptist denomination. The
cause prospers, the Sunday-school overfilled ;
but a debt of £800 remains. We are anxious
to clear it; our Church and congregation are
mainly ot the working-class; they have
worked heartily in the cause, and we feel
that iterated appeals press heavily upon them,
and hinder our work. We ask the belp and
solicit contributions of our brethren and
sisters who love the Gospel and its Divine
Author, which will be thankfully acknow-
ledged by Mr. H. Clark, deacon, South-lodge,
Wandsworth ; or Mr. 8. Stiles, 1, Providence
Cottage, Wye-street, Battersea.

LINCOLNSHIRE.—MY OLD FRIEND
C. W. BAxkg,—Of some necessity, in silent
thoughtfulness, as my life-call compelled
me, I have travelled in various parts of the
Northern and Eastern counties, and, in con-
versation with some pentlemen, favourable
to real religion, to heaven’s great develop-
ment of the deep, the high, the holy, the
happy things of a sacred Trinity, I have
become thoroughly acquainted with facts
which tend to weaken tbe so-called ¢ Strict
Baptist Churches ” in many parts of England.
*“ All things leave their track in the mind,
and the glass of the mind is faithful.” I
live far from * Ridicule;” but when any
place is erected as ‘o house of God ” by un-
worthy means; * when goodness sitteth in
the dust, and wickedness is enthroned in
Babel ; ”” when ““deceit and treachery skulk
with hatred;” when religion weeps, being
wounded, surely, then, it is high time to
warn the simple and the sincere of the
danger of being deceived by those workers
who are the authors of mucb mischief, O
Banks! as I have gone through Peter-
borough, Qusadring, Boston, Sleaford,
Spalding, and adjacent parts, has not the
50th Psalm sounded in me? I am now at
Skegness, and the new Burgh pastor holds a
service here on Tuesday evenings, I prieve
to tell you when I was at Spalding, I heard
your strongly attached old friend, the pre-
centor and deacon for so wany years, had
been called home. He was a valued old
Christian, but he has no poverty, no pains
now, The late pastor’s widow has fractured
a Jimb, The good pastor in Love-lane I8
zealous and powerful. Of the new Burgh
pastor will say something very good when X
get furtherJon iy journey.—ALF.
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NEW YEAR’S MEETING AT SPELD-
HURST-ROAD CHAPEL, BS80UTH
HACKNEY.

It was the happy privilege of C. W.
Banks, as pastor of the above chapel, together
with a strong hody ef ministers and friends,
to commemorate the goodness and mercy of
the Lord through the past year, with hope-
fulness for a bright future, by holding a
special thanksgiving service on Monday,
January 2, 1882; and the main attractive
feature of the occasion was a narration of the
Jife in brief of Mr. John Bolton, paster of
Trinity chapel, Boston, delived by himself
under the annexed heading: “ Narrative of
the Deliverance from the Coal-mines, and
his Introduction to the Gospel Ministry.”

Mr. W. Winters, presiding, opened the
service with a hymn of the * seraphic
Swain’s”’ (Denham’s Selection) :—

« Jesus, how heavenly 1s tho place

“Where Thy dear people walt for Thee!
‘Where the rich fountain of Thy grace,
Standsever open, full and free.”
A Psalm was read and prayer offered, after
which C. W. Banks introduced Mr. Bolton
to the audience, with a few words of gentle-
ness and affection relative to his personal
knowledge of him for many yeara past.

Mr. Bolton occupied ahout one hour aund
a half in discoursing of the most interesting
part of his career as a worker in the coal-
mines and as a preacher of the Gospel, the
substance of which we caannot give in the
columns of the EARTHEN VRSSEL, as we
hope it will be published in full in book form.
Mr. Bolton is evidently an original charac-
ter, with manaerisms purely his own,
stamped with a plain exterior, and with
prominent sigas of real honesty and native
simplicity, although, as the Londoners would
say, he has been farther North than some of
us. His heart is fired with the love of Christ,
and his judgment is matured in things divine
by reading and meditation. Mr. Bolton’s
carly career, which he is pleased to term,
““dragged up,” is full of striking incidences
of special providences, as is also the Lord’s
deaﬁugs with him after his conversion. The
house in which he was born, at Swindon,
reminds us of the hut in which the great
George Stephenson first saw the light of day,
the walls unplastered, clay floor, and the
rafters bare, with chimney-corners in which
he could sit and count the stars; and the
chapel with which Mr. Bolton was early
associated, with its straw thatched roof,
was cleaner, though as snug as a North
American wig-wam,

Since Mr. Bolton's conversion he has be-
come familiar with many of the servants of
Christ. e spoke lovingly of C. W. Banks,
James Wells, John Foreman, George Wyard,
William Gadshy, John Wigmore, John
Thomas, and the late Mr. Snaith, of Norfolk,
whose name we also hold fn loving remem-
hrance. Mr. Bolton concluded his interest-
ing address with a considerable number of
verses on the words, ¢ Be still, and know that
I am God.” The well-known and appro-
printe hyma of Addison,—

“When a1l Thy mercles, 0 my God,”
was heartily sung, and an earnest prayer by
our old friend, William Lodge, terminated
the afternoon service.

A goodly number of friends partook of tea.
James Mote, Esq., presiding at the evening
meeting, opened the service with a hymn.
Mr. Burbage offered prayer. Mr. Mote
made some pleasing remarks on the purport
of the meeting, and expressed his warmest
sympathy with hisold and valued friend, Mr.
Charles Waters Banks. The subject allotted
to the speakers of the evening was ““The
Present and Future State of the Churches.”
This was dealt with in its doctrinal, experi-
mental, aad practical order by brethren H.
Myerson, W. Winters, C. W. Banks, T.
Stringer, Isaac Levinsohn, J. Elsey, Samuel
and John Waters Banks, W, Holt, D. Stan-
ton, and ethery, spoke in good spirits, and the
meeting throughout was in every way
happy ; notajarring note was heard, hut all
with one accord blessed and praised God,—
W. WINTERS.

WARE.—New Year’s service was prefaced
by excellent tea; a goodly number of friends
present. Evening meeting presided over by
Mr. John Sampford; Mr. G. Winterton
prayed ; Mr, Sampford pgave some appre-
priate remarks respecting the cause of Christ
in Ware ; the friends had been aceustomed to
similar meetings bhefore the Church was
founded in July, 1860. The historical associa-
tions of Ware are of considerable interest, it
heing the birth place of the renowned Joseph
Irons and of our esteemed brother Mr. Wm.
Flack, whose presence cheered the meeting.
Mr. R. Bowles gave a speech full of Gospel
and sound common sense. Mr. Chapman,
an aged and valuable deacon, spoke on the
uncbangeableness of Jesus, and supplemented
his speech with a New Year’s aift to Mr.
Sampford in the name of the friends wor-
sbipping there, It was our lot tosay a few
words on the occasion, after which brother
W. Flack made an appropriate speech. The
songs of praise were sung with spirit and
feeling ; the service ended happily. To the
Lord be all the praise for His love and merey
to the pastor and people of the ancient and
somewhat spiritually dark town of Ware.—
W. WINTERS.

WILLENHALL—GOMER-STREET
BArTIST CHAPEL. On Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27, 1881, meetings were held ou behalf
of Sunday school. Prizes were awarded. A
nuwber of friends partook of the good things
provided ; after which the chairman, Mr. G.
Banks, addressed the meeting. Mr. D.
Smith, of Bilston, engaged in prayer. Then
followed a service of song, ‘* Howe, Sweet
Home,” the singing and reading of which
was cfficiently rendered. Tt was an en-
couraging meetiug. The cause, under the
pastorate of our esteerned brother Banks, is
reviving in every sense of the word. He
appears to have a united amd happy people.
The chapel has been cleaned.  We trust God
will still go on to bless with peace, with love,
with increase.—AN OBSERVER.
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GUILDFORD.—NEwW YEAR'S MEET-
ING.—The friends connected with the Old
Baptist Chapel, Tunsgate, took advantage of
8 New Year to hold sowne special meetings.
There was a deht of about £85 remaining on
cost of the effective improvement made by
enlarging the schoolroom ; and the occasion
was thought suitable for making an effort to
remove (he incubus. It is a pleasure to say
that the wishes of the Church and school
officers were practically accomplished. The
pulpit was occupied on Tuesday afternoon by
Mr. C. Masteron, a London pastor possessed
of considerable ability as a preacher and
speaker. He delivered a forcible sermon,
founded on Joh ii. 9. Tea was afterwards
served in the schoolroom. When the refection
had been disposed of, the congregation
returned to the chapel, which was fairly filled
whilst a public meeting proceeded. The chair
was taken by Mr. J. Bonny, who fulfilled
the duties of the position with admirable
tact, and contributed largely, by his
capital speeches, his pleasant illustrations,
and his practical example, in securing
the good end which was the principal purpose
of the gathering. Under the guidance
of Mr. Pickett. the school superintendent,
a choir of voung pevple successtully rendered
some anthems, and thus increased the pleasure
derived by those who listened. Mr. Pickett,
school superintendent, gave adetailed finance
report. Mr. J. Rankine, Commercial-road
chapel, gave & suitable address on the New
Year, looking at it as a time of thankfulness,
a time when they could look into the tuture
with a desire to grow in grace, to thank God
and take enurage. After a telling speech
from Mr. Bonny, a collection was taken. The
amouunt recrived was £10 11s., leaving £19
9s. to be provided. Mr. Charles Masterson
gave a thoughtful and instructive address in
urging the cultivation of three things at the
present season—a spirit of earnest prayer, a
spirit of watchfulness, and a spirit to seek
opportunities to do good. Mr. E. Mitchell,
the pastor, was the last speaker. He stated
the feeling of thankfulness which filled his
heart, and dwelt upon the answer to prayer
which the day’s proceedings had been. It
was always a great distress to himself to have
adebt, and the great effort which liad resulted
so favourably had taken a great Joad off his
own mind. A closing address from the
chairman, and singing and prayer terminated
asuccessful New Year’s service.

MR. P. DICKERSON’S JUBILEE.

Few men have travelled through fifty years
in the ministry with more honourable success
and usefulness than this venerable and godly
man, a Christian in every sense of the word.
More than fifty years, however, has Mr.
Dicker<on spent in preaching the Gospel. His
earliest, his youthful days, were given to the
Lord in the country; and, frequently, the

days of our first love are the most happy and,

unmixed seasons of grace and gladness. We
gradually leave these behind, and enter into
the fields of conflict, of hard study, and of
ripeness for deeper work, ~While Philip
Dickerson and Charles Stovell have, as neigh-
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bours, sailed on in fine weather and with fair
winds for above balt-a-century, many thou-
sands have fallen away., May an eternity of
life and love in glory be enjoyed by these
excellent soldiers of thecross, On January
18, the City Press said :—
“The Rev. Philip Dickerson having com-
leted a fifty years’ connection with the
aptist Church at Little Alie-street, Aldgate,
services were held on Sunday last to com-
memorate the event., The Rev. Charles
Masterson preached in the morning, and the
%ul it in the evening was occupied by Mr.
. Dickerson, who, as a matter of course,
referred to his long and intimate knowledge
of tbe neighbourhoad of Aldgate for over half-
a-century. Mr. Dickerson was, some years
apo, as a representative man, popular among
the body to which he belongs, the Particular
Baptists, When Mr. Dickerson retired from
the pastorate of Little Alie-street some years
ago, the present minister, Mr. Charles Mas-
terson, was elected to take the oversight of
the Church.  Little Alie-street is one of the
old-fushioned meeting-houses; but there isa
good congregation.”

SYDENHAM, OXON.—Monday, Dec.
26, 1881, we held a thanksgiving service for
a twotold purpose—viz., to raise the remain-
ing five pounds debt, and to reccrd our
gratitude to God for His special favour and
Lelp. Twelve months ago the new chapel
was talked of, to cost £200. ‘The Lord
raised up many kind friends to help us.
Eventuaslly the chapel was built, During
the building of the chapel more than £200
was raised, which enabled us to build vestry
and other arcommodations, added with
furniture and tea accompaniments, to the
entire cost of £300. On September 26 last,
the new chapel was opened; a srall debt of
£5 was remaining. On December 26, tea
was provided, to which the friends flocked
with good will and pleasure ; after which a
public meeting was presided over by E. B.
Lloyd, pastor. The speakers were Messrs.
J. Thompsou (of Bledlow), B. Rogers (of
Chinnor), H. Tilbury, Geo. Oakeloy, A.
Austin, and Geo. Scott (of Wycombe). It
rejoiced our hearts to see our aged brother
Thowmpson with us, who told us some delight-
ful things of the gooduess of the Lord
toward him. Our other brethren followed
with earnest and sympathetic addresses. A
very interesting meeting was enjoyed that
will long be remembered. The friends
responded so well to the collection as to raise
the required amount, except 10s. Here our
brother A. Austin came out with his usual
spirit and liberality, and told the friends he
would give half if the other five shillings was
raised. A second appeal to the friends gave
the very pleasing result of a halance of six
shillings. We desire as a Chureh and people
to tender our sincere thanks to the many
kind friends that have helped us, The Lord
has been mindful of us; He has blessed us;
may He bless us with seals to our ministry,
and souls for our hire. Amen.—E. B.
Lioyp,
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AN EARLY AND HAPPY DE-
PARTURE.

A Short Obituary of the Last Duays of
Annie Kate Andrews, who departed
this life, December 1, 1881, aged 17,
slecping in Jesus, not too guod for
Heaven..

She was born at Thornford of (jod-fearing
and loving parents, to whom she was most
affectionately attached ; she was her father’s
idol and her mother's joy. Afrer finishing
her education in Yeovil, she settled down at
home~—not as most girls, full of frivolity and
gaiety, but possessing quiet home love.
Her favourite books were *“ Hawker’s Daily
Portions,” Hart’s Hymns, *“The Bank of
Faith ” (Huntington’s), and, above all, her
precious Bihle. She was a most amiable
girl, kind to all about her, and her dear aged
grandmother bad many of her special atten-
tions. About six weeks before her decease,
her beloved mother was speaking to her
respecting her ill-health, and then asked her
if she had any hope of heaven provided her
time was come for departure. Her reply was
that she had for a loog time past been in
much exercise of mind ahout her state, and
that she had begged of the Lord to pardou
her sins, and forgive her, and that one
morning, before daylight, she was in much
trouble, boping the Lord would forgive her,
when about five o’clock a.m. she was much
comforted by these words, ““ Thy sins are
forgiven thee ; goin peace.” She felt much
easier in her miud, and more peaceful ; she
also said that sometimes when she arose from
her knees after prayer, something would
seem to say, ** It is no good for you to do
that ;> but she was able to suppress it by
saying, * Yes; it is good. I shall do it
again.”” Her dear muther said, * You know
where those insinuations come from.” Her
reply was, ‘“ Yes, mother; I do.” Shegrew
very much weaker, anil on the morning of
December 1 her dear father went into her
room and inquired how she wuas (hefure
leaving home), when she said she was better,
and dressed herself and came downstairs ; but
her breathing being o very bad, the doctor
advised her to lie down on a couch in the
room; and when laiil down she said, ** Mo-
ther, I think I shall die now. I've prayedto
the Lord to forgive me 1y sins, and I think
He will.” Her dear mother thea said, “I
have prayed for you many times.”

About two hours hefore her death she mo-
tioned her dear mother to come close to her,
and, with a sweet smile, she said, “[ am
happy ; I have seen Jesus, and He has put
away all my sins. [ rejoice toz0; I long to
59.” After a fow minutes she said, ¢ What

id the doctor say ? ” Her mother's reply
was, ‘‘ Nothing, my dear.” She said, * T
don't care if he did; I don’t wish to stop
here. 1clap my hands with joy to go  Will
you read me a portion and a chapter 7 Her
dear mother thien read Hawker's morning por-
tion for December 1, and a part of John xv.
She said, “ Beantiful! ”  Her hreathing was
much worse, and she was siuking very fast,
when, in broken accents, she said, *“I re-
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joice to go ; do not trouble when I’m gone ; ”
and then, soon after, she sair, in a whisper,
‘“ Happy ! ” and breathed three limes, and all
was over ; gone to that rest whic! remaineth
for the peop'e of Gad, and was interred in
the churehyard by Mr. Varden, in sure and
certain hope of a joyful resurrection.

Her dear mother was much comforted
during her last moments with the words,
““The Lord hath need of her ;" and though
her dear father was not aware of her ieath
till some time after, heing ahent, yet the ful-
lowing words were revoiving like a wheel
in hix mind, * Trouble not the Master, the
damsel is dead ;” and when the messenger
hrought the note to him, he =aid he knew
what it meant ; and so the Lord has Hi-own
ways and means with His dear people. One
thing comfurts them ahove all others, the
certain knowledge that she is with the blest,
free f om all sorrow and pain, for ever with
the Lord. “‘Those that seek Me early shall
find Me.”

Yes, she hns bid farewr!l to earth,

Gone 1o lier home ab we;
Her Linrd and Master knew her worth,
And took her—* God I3 love."—3. H.
AN ACROSTIC.
A lavely buif, just opening wide.
N ew heauties seen nn every side ;
N ow hidden, ay hene ith a ~ha le,
T n nature’s moulid thus hora o fade.
E 'en dally i but riper grew,
K Indly warched hy pirents trae,
A nd rhus nurturet wi: h snch care,
T his bad, so loving and o falr;
E 'en not too beau 1tul for bliss—
A il know fu!l w 1l the 1rath of this—
N or would we wish it were not so,
D ear Jesus ¢lls, and she must. go,
R edeem’d and chnsen, made His own,
E nters heaven’s ga e, wear- hercrown,
‘Wafrsher Lord's hidding, midst the Lthrong,
S 1ugs now the evirlasting song.
@randehild of the late Rev. W. Bidder.
Y. ovil, January, 1882,

CARLTON, BEDS.—After Iabouring in
this village tor twelve months, Mr. F. King
has received and acrepted a very cordial in-
vitation from the Church (with the con-
currence of the congregation), to hecome
their settled pastor. We are thaonkful that
those *‘who have believed through grace’
are huilt up under the mini-try of the
Word. Unity and a spirit of prayer prevail
among us; our week evening services are
well artended ; our prayer and hope is that
‘the hand of the Lorl” will still be with
us; and that some of the “other sheep,”
whom the good Nhepherd “inust bring,”
may soon * hear His vuice,” and be broucht
into the fold. Ou Moniay, December 26,
the teachers of our Sunday schonl, with tne
clioir, and a number of other friend- sat down
to n socinl tea provided in the school-room.
A public meetivg £llowed in the evening, at
which more were preseut than was exprjl'tf'd.
Fervent prayers were off-red unud suitable
addresses given hy several of our hrethren;
six anrhema were exeredingly well rv.udered
by thechoir. We believe the proceedings of
the evening aff.rded hath pleasure and profit
to the audience.—F. K.
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MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN,
BROMLEY Roap TABERNACLE, LEE.

Our numerous friends who have taken so
deep. an interest in the well-bheing of our
friend, Mr. Isaac Levinsohn. will be pleased
to learn that the first anuiversary of his
pastorate at the above place was celebrated
on Tuesday, January 10, 1882, and that
everything connected with the services of
that day indicated & steady and growing
appreciation of bis ministry, furnishing
assuring prospects of a permanent prosperity.
The Church, the congregation, the schools,
and every auxiliary connected with the
Bromiey-road Tabernacle, have so multiplied
that some serious thoughts are entertained of
erecting the larger tabernacle on the ground
already provided. Seeing Mr. Levinsohn
occupies a permanent and important office in
the Religious Tract Society, which calls for
his unceasing attention, it is encouraging to
find during the whole of the past year his
ministry has proved so thoroughly edifying
and refreshing, that his friends look forward
with hope for the establishment of a large and
useful Church in this new and extensive
suburb of our five or six millioned metropolis.
The careful and watchful believers who listen
to and pray for their young pastor, believ-
ingly exclaim, ‘““Surely, this is the Lord’s
doing. and it is marvellous in our eyes.”
When we consider the fact that Mr. Isaac
Levinsohn received in his earliest youth a
first-class education, that he is a genuine
Hebrew and Greek scholar, and is well read
in other languages, when we review the
almost miraculous conversion he experienced,
the severe discipline he passed through, which
in our pages was so faithfully delineated by
his own pen, when we think upon the mani-
fest interposition and guidance ot the Lord’s
hand in leading him (when silently seeking
to be assured by the Lord of his own soul’s
salvation) under tbe ministry of our earnest
and faithful brother, Mr. Henry Myerson, so
many years the devoted minister of Shalom
chapel, Hackney; and when we add to all
this the studious, the decided, and the deter-
mined powers of mind which have been
developed in his past career, we cannot resist
the conviction that we behold in this young
Israelite the elements, the gifts, tbe qualifi-
cations, the experience, the faith, and the
warm love of his heart towards our Lord
Jesus Christ, His Gospel, His ordinances, and
His people; when all these advantages are well
matured, when, as we believe, he came before
us, and has continued with us, with a
character unblemisbed, we must confess that
in Isaac Levinsohn we see a man who, to a
certain extent, may (like our grand old
apostle of the Gentiles) declare, “° What
things were gain to me, those—

‘] COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST,

Yea, doubtless, and I count all tbings but
loss for tbe excellency of tbe knowledge of
CHRrIeT JEBUB, MY LORD, for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things (the
affections of father, mother, family ties,
possessions and prospects in his own nation,
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and in the Jewish Church), and do count
them but dung, that—
““I MAY WIN CHRIST,

and be found in Him,” &e. As we hope we
were God’s instrument in giving him a
position iu our Churches, we watch with
anxiety, with hope, with prayer, his progress
in the work of the ministry. May thatday
never come when any of those who have
looked on will be able to point the finger of
sorrow to either of us! May that God who
has wrought so specially, and powerfully,
and manilestively in the soul of our brother
in Christ, Isanc Levinsohn, ever keep, bless,
and honour him to the latest moment of his
life. Amen and amen.

At bis first anniversary, to which we have
referred, a full gathering of friends assembled
in the afternoon to listen to a sermon preached
by Mr. Cuff. Some think nearly 200 sat
down to a really excellent tea. That benevo-
lent and gifted philanthropist, J. M. Whit-
taker, E:q., presided over the public meeting,
and delivered a spiritual, a sensible, and
intelligent address. Then followed congratu-
latory speeches from some of the ministers
present; among whom were Messrs. J. S.
Anderson, R. E. Sears, C. Masterson, R. H.
Martin, W, Dexter,&c. Our smiling friend,
Isaac Ballard, Mr. Teale, Mr. Camps, and a
host of other witnesses were present. The
choir delighted the audience with their rich
and sacred renderings, and when the com-
pany began to disperse, they felt it had been
a holy season of joy and gladness. ¢ Praise
God from whom all blessings flow ! Amen.

LAXFIELD. — BAPTIST SUNDAY
ScHOoL.—Annual teachers’ tea and social
meeting was held on Thursday, January 5,
1882. Upwards of 150 teachers, workers,
and friendssat down, thoroughly appreciating
the admirable manner in which it was carried
out by the benevolent manager. At eveuing
meeting our pastor occupied the chair ; the
throne of grace was earnestly supplicated
by our beloved brother Seaman. In pastor’s
opening remarks, he spoke of the reorganisa-
tion ot the school, which bad recently taken
place by a committee of management selected
from the Church; he referred to the favour-
able aspect the school seemed to wear, having
a united and earnest band of teachers, who
had heen much encouraged by the lively
interest the friends had taken of late in their
work. Nor was this interest confined, he
said, to those friends immediately connected
in the work here, for on the first day of the
New Year the children were presented with a
new hymn-book, the New Year’s gift of our
highly esteemed hrethren, Wilson and Harris,
of London. Addresses were delivered by
teachers, friends, and superintendent of the
Old Brentford Sunday-school, Mr, T. B.
Voysey. Our souls were refreshed as we
listened to the various speakers, We felt
encouraged still to go forward, ‘¢ looking unto
Jesus” to crown our labours with suceess.
A happy and profitable evening closed by
singing, and with prayer by our pastor, whom
we hope will be spared to see many such
annual gatherings,
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SUDDEN DEATH.
‘“Another soul to glory gone!”

My DEAR BROTHFR,—It is with regret
that I have to annouunce the death of Mr,
Frederick Blowers, of Claydon, Suffolk, who
suddenly departed thislife January 12, 1882,
being seized with an apoplectic fit,which issued
in death in the course of a few hours, The
funeral of this esteemed servant of the living
God took place on Monday, January 16, his
remains being interred in Ipswich cemetery.
Messrs. W. Houghton, of Blakenham Bap-
tist chapel, S. K. Bland, and W. Kern, of
Ipswich, shared in the solemn service, which
was witnessed by a great number of people,
who testified, by their token of respect, the
esteem in which they held the one who was
now silent in death.

It may not be inappropriate to just say a
word or two respecting the Jife of the departed.
He was born at Stonham, Suffolk, in the year
1819. The early period of his manbood was
spent at London, where the ministry of the
late Mr, John Stevens was hlessed to hissoul,
and by whom he was haptized in August,
1839. The name of this honoured servant of
God was endeared to him through life. In
1843 he removed to Ipswich, and attended
Zoar chapel of that town, where he was
greatly respected and chosen deacon. In the
providence of God he was led to Claydon,
where he resided up to the time of his death,
having lived there twenty-two years. He
still attended Zoar, Ipswich, for a few years,
hut afterwards became connected with the
Blakenbam cause, where he also held the
position of deacon. By his kind and sympa-
thising spirit he won the esteem of those by
whom he was surrounded. He was a firm
adherent to the principles of free-grace, and
could not endure any compromise in the
things of God ; and he also walked in those
truths he professed to love, and practically
preached them hy his consistent Christian
deportment. During his life he experienced
many personal and domestic afflictions and
husiness anxieties; great sympathy is felt
and expressed for those whom he has left
behind, and may they, with his many attached
friends, be enahled to rejoice that their loss is
his gain, and that to him sudden death was
Sudden glory. Now he knows even as he is
known, for God hath wiped away his tears,
and with his dear Redeemer his happy soul
is now for ever free from sorrow, sin, and
care.

The writer of this record, though he had
not known him solong as many, feels his loss,
for by his death the aged and young have lost
a friend. But shall we wisb him back?
Nay, rather let us look forward to the time
when we with him shall join the heavenly
choristers around the throne. Even so,
come Lord Jesus! B.J.N.

NOTTINGHAM.—We have 160,000 souls
in this nandsome town and its suburbs. Not-
tingham stands on a rocky eminence, with
Erospects of nature asdelightful as any I

ave seen in the Midlands. Above a dozen
Baptist places are to be found here, but
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the New Chaucer-street Strict Baptist Chapel
is as one by itself. Its minister, Mr. A.
Coughtry, has been honourably successful,
and Is remarkably favoured. The opening
services were conducted by those faithful
witnesses, (. Hazlerigg, R. Frazer, and F.
Tryon. Altogether, a friend tells me, the
entire cost will be 12,000 ; our rich stocking
and glass merchants will have no trouble
over that. I think you ought to have a full
accountof “THE PAINS AND PRIVILEGES
OF THE BAPTIST COMMUNITIES IN NOT-
TiINGHAM.” If faithfully traced out, it
would be an immense exposition, [The nates
of the opening discourses we may further
examine. The letters of B. we do not under-
stand. Ib silent contemplation, we wonder
what will he the result of the upheavings
and contentions everywhere disturbing the
peace of the true disciples. In 1836, there
was a divine outpouring of the SPIRIT;
when Samuel Romily Hall exclaimed :
‘“ Everything good comes, directly from
the LorD alone!” From whence cometh
“ wars and fightings A>MONG YOU?” That

grave apostle, James, answers. It is
beautiful to know, as “ Silent Witness"”
tells us, that * Truth—in its four-fold

power—is found in Nottingham. True
doctrine, safe experience, New Testament
order, and peace among the people.” ‘‘The
peace that passeth all understanding ™ is the
element wherein we love to dwell. A secret,
civil war has been going on against us over
forty years; ofttimes wounded, but our text,
our feeling, our desire, is, “* SEEK PEACE,
and PURSUE 1T!""]

BRIXTON.—Services in commemoration
of the seventh anniversary of Brixton
Tahernacle Sunday school were held January
S and 10, 1882. Sermons suitable to the
occasion were preached by Messrs. C. Corn-
well (pastor and superintendent), J. Clark,
and J. Hazelton. About eighty friends
enjoyed an excellent cup of tea, and a
tolerahle assembly greeted Messrs. C. W.
Banks, J. Clark, C. Cornwell, J. Hand,
W. H. Lee, T. Chivers, and others at the
evening meeting. Joseph Beach, Esq., was
the chairman, and conducted tbe proceedings
with evident pleasure. The report stated
that ninety-four children and ten teachers
were in regular attendance, and testified to
the union existing between Church and
school. The total amount realised at the
services was £12 3s., for which the teachers
are heartily grateful. Lawus Deo.

SUFFOLK.—Betbesda, in Ipswich Mr.
Kern received seven new members at the
commencement of the New Year. Zoar: Mr.
Samuel Cozens is preaching for six montbs.
At Stoke Ash, a truth-loving people cling
around the -ministry ot their long and
esteemed pastor, Mr. Charles Hill. Mr.
Hollingshend has removed from Rattlesden
to Eye. Aldringham sand Charlesfield
Churches are waiting for a merciful Provi-
dence to send them pastors. Our Churches
are abiding fast in truth, with hopeful tokens
of the blessing of the Lord with thern.
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HAYES TABERNACLE SUNDAY
SCHOOL.

Services commemorating the tenth anni-
versary of the opening of this Sunday-school
were held January 4. In the afternoon Mr,
R. Sears preached a profitable sermon from,
** Open thy moutl wide, and I will fillit.” A
regular Hayes Tabernacle tea was supplied to
pareufs, visitors, and a numerous assembly of
infants jn arms. At the evening public
meeting Mr. C. Wilson presided. His well-
known sympathy in Sunday-school work
always secures him a pleasing reception. The
meeting was well attended. After opening
remarks and prayer, the children sang with
tunetul voices, ‘I know there’s 8 crown for
theyoung.” Thereport,containing much to
stimulate the workers, was read by Mr. J.
Humphreyson; its adoption was moved by
Mr. J. Hinton, who supported it with a
carefully chosen address, Mr. Vovsey
seconded it with warmth and kindliness from
the words, *“ A friend of publicans and
sinners.” Report was unanimously adopted.
Mr. J. Harris addressed us from the words,
“‘Let the whole earth be filled with Thy
glory. Amen and amen.” His remarks
came with an earnestnessand humour almost
unexpected. An anthem, entitled, ‘* Beboll
how guod and jor{ul,” was given by teachers
and friends, it was received with acclamations
of appreciation. Mr. Wakelin then suggested
many pleasant thoughts on the ‘‘ Angels’
Anthem to the Shepherds at Bethlehem.” Mr.
Bardens, the pastor, spake with kindness and
rruth. The meeting closed with prayer by
Mr. J. Humphreyson for a parting blessing.
The arrangements for tea and refreshments
were admirably condueted by Mrs. Wild, her
daughters, and other friends.

On Friday, January 0, the New Year’s
treat to the children wsas given. The little
ones enjoyed a bountiful feast of good things,
their vigorous appetites proclaiming their
healthy and happy enjoyment of the variety
provided. After tea, Mr. Humphreyson
delighted the children with views, &c.; the
moral tone of the entertainment was really
good. About 270 bags, containing cake,
oranges, nuts, &c., were given one to each
child, and prizes consisting of work-boxes,
writing-desks, and numberless other useful
arricles were distributed to such of the
scliolars whose regular attendance at school
and chapel had merited reward. After praise
and prayer the children received cake and
buns to carry home to their little brothers or
six*ers who might not be present.

"By means of this school the seeds of divine
trutb are sown, the fruit of which may never
here be fully known.—ED.]

MARGATE.—Harppy AND HOPEPUL.
Annual New Year’s assemblv at Mount
Ephraim was Jaauwary 10, 1882, About
seventy enjoyed a substantial tea. Our
pastor and his wife (Mr. and Mrs. Wise)
worked hard to render it satidfactory. Every
one enjoyed themselves. Pastor was so lost
in the comfort of others that he stayed not
to tnke one cup for himself. He presided over
public meeting. Deacon Miller went to
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prayer. Brother Carter, of Brondstairs,
beautifully discussed ‘“The Worth and
Worthiness of our precious Christ,” Brother
Sharp, of Ramsgate, gave us spiritual advice.
Our souls gave a hearty Amen. A young
brother named Haffenden, opened his heart
ou sacred themes; we have much to hope for
from him. Deacon Miller, in the name of
the Church, thanked Mr. and Mrs. Wise for
the able manner in which they bad conducted
all things connected with the meeting ; he
spoke of the blessings himself ard many
others had experienced under the ministry of
our pastor. Brother Wise defended those
good old truths which had been set before us.
We are happy to say some are anxiously
waiting to enter in by the door. The Lord is
honouring our pastor ; may helong be spared
to carry on the work our blessed God has
placed in his hands. Such is the prayer of
one who has been brought to believe under
his iaistry, and is—A LiTTLE ONE.
[While many write and speak despairingly,
it causes secret joy in our heart to learn
‘“ Mount Ephbraim” is still fruitful. We
remember its early vising, and must believe
brother Wise is a ** vessel afore prepared,”’
not only to glory, but boldly and successfully
to proclaim the Gospel of the grace of God.
Qur London visitors will soon again be
flocking to Mount Ephraim. May the
coming season be one of great saving mercy
in Margate.—C. W. B.]

PREPARATION FOR THE PULPIT.
Dear Mr. BaNks,—I once heard a say-
ing thatreligion waslike a business. It must
keep pace with the times. This may or may
not be the case, I do not pretend to say; I
leave it for older and wiser heads than mine.
But I would like to say a few words on the
subject of training free-grace men, who pro-
pose entering the free-grace ministry, and I
trust that no offence will be taken at what I
say, when no offence is meant. You are, I
am sure, aware that many of the brethren
who preach God’s grace, learned in His
Word, are, I regret tosay, unlearned in their
delivery ; iu other words, illiterate ; and many
who have received a good education do not
care to sit under them for any length of time
ta listen to their discourse, because (as I
bave heard it expressed) * they canmot tole-
rate their loud barsh voice and ungrammatical
language.” Now, I think a remedy might
be found for this. In the time of the late
Mr. James Wells he, I believe, had a number
of young men brought together, ard in-
structed them in many ways, at hisown cost
and labour, for the work he himself so nohly
erformed, and at whose death was so deeply
amented: a sad lossto one wha under God’s
hlessing had beguo to * fight the good fight.”
This, I say, was begun, and why should it not
he continued? Why should we not have
places of worship, where the rich might enter
without feeling ashamed? And I can safely
say from my own knowledge, there would be
those enter and support a more expensive
‘“ tahernacle”” than at present, and thus
perhaps be the means employed to bring the
“ransomed sinner home.” Why should there
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not be a college for the instruction of a
free-grace minister, as in other (lenomina-
tions? I om sure subscriptions would come in
quickly for the * good work.” I by mno
means advocate the turning out of those
who now hold a pastorate, but these will be
called home to their Master in His own good
time, and then the vacancies can be filled
up by one of *‘ the chosen.”

If you think this worthy consideration and
a corner in the EARTHEN VESSEL,1 shall
be glad to see the opinions of others, aud if
in due season it brings forth fruit I shall be
content, and will give the honour, praise and
glory to Him that doeth all things well.

I am, dear Mr. Banks,

Yours very sincerely, H. M. L.

A SPARROW ALONE, YET NOT
ALONE.

DeAr PasTor AND FRIEND,—I bope
yourself and family are in usual health, I
think you are quite a wonder of upholding
love and mercy to do as you do. That the
Lord will yet go on to bless and make you a
blessing is the earnest prayer of one who
deeply and truly loves you in the Lord. I
have much cause for thankfulness; I am
upbeld and strengthened for my work., Is
it not a wonder that ever I should have the
honour to go from house to louse, and say,
¢ Behold the Lamb of God ? " Like Ruther-
ford, I often cry,—

%0, if one soul meot mec at God's right hand,

My heaven will be two heavens in Immanucl’s

land.”
My hope of safely reaching that better land
is the Saviour's precious, precious words,
‘“ Him that cometh uNTOo ME I will in no
wise cast out.” I have come; I am coming
to Him every day, every hour. The one
echo ot my thought is,—
“I need Thee, precious JESTS.”

and He cannot deny Himself. It wasa very
sweet opportunity at Speldhurst on October
2. The Lord was in the place. I am more
happy in my solitude than I ever could have
hoped to be. I would say, ‘* Bless the Lord,
O my soul.”—M. A, W.

FORTY YEARS AGO.
A REMINISCENCE.

By 8. Cozens.

Forty years ugo I found God in the bleed-
ing Lamb, aod felt *safe in the arms of
Jesus,” safe under the Paschal blood, and I
came out of astate of cruel and hard bondage
into the glorinus liberty of the sons of God.
This liberty did not land me in some elysian
field of perpetual sunshine and ineffuble
delights, hut it was the liberty of Israel in a
wilderness—in a wilderness where I found no
city for my soul to dwell in, where 1 found
no macadamized bighway to the glorious
land of Canaan. It was

“Desort carth in o desert land,
Heaven is my home,"
True, I found some manna there, hutit was
desert. I saw the shining light, hut it was
desert, I worshipped in the tabernacle of
glory, but all around was desert.

()

“True, 't{ & roughand thorny road,

And mortal spirits tire and faint.”
How difterent is the way to what we first
expected. 8ince my deliverance in 1841, |
have had forty years’ humbling work in the
wilderness. And I havealmost been starved
to death in the * wilderness of sin,” and
almost scared to death in the “ wilderness of
Sinai,” and almost rtung to death “on the
borders of Edom.” Yes, it is a rough and
thorny road. 8ince 1841 1 have heen with
Abraham in a horror of great darkness. 1
have been with Job in his seven troubles, and
with Jonah in his belly of hell, with Daniel
in the den of lious, and with the Hebrew
children in the burning flames—morally, I
mean. Yes, and I have heen sifted like
Peter, and buffeted like Paul, and tempted
like Christ. Thirty-nine yearsago to-day, I
walked thirteen miles through the snow
to be baptized. Our blessed Lord was
tempted of the devil immediately after His
baptism (see Matt.iv.). But [ was tempted
oefore and after too. After I was baptized.
the Supper was administered, and after
taking the bread the devil put such a hellish
thought into my mind about Christ that |
was tempted to rush out of the chapel and
not take the wine. O how true isdear Hart —

* How hard and rugged is the way,
To some poor pilerims' feet,
In all they do, or think or say.

They opposition meet,”

Well, spite ot all oppositions we are * pres-
sing on to God,” looking for rest, and longing
for home, the home of the blest. And what
a merey that we are not far from hcme.

KING'S-CROSS8.—At Ebenezer, on Dee.
26, we had excellent services,and Mr. R. C.
Bardens gave us some strong meat, with a
sweet supply of milk and wine. He is an
original, pleasant, and faithful preacher.
Our late pastor, Mr. White, has gone into
the eountry, to build up a Church near Cam-
bridge. We wish him peace in his owa soul,
and prosperity in the Gospel. At BETHEL.
in Lavina-grove, Wharfdale-road, King's-
cross, our New Year's meeting was January
3, 1882. Mr. John Kingston presided.
Messrs. Willey, Jonathan Elsev, T. Cox.
C. W. Banks, and others, spoke of the things
concerning the kingdom. The pulpit here
is now supplied by the brethren Mundy and
Cox ; and it will be joyful to know that these
earnest young men are the Lord’s Timothy
and Titus, to gather in and to strengthen
the cause which has for many years been a
useful witness for holy truth,

OUR FATHERS IN THE FAITH.—
Of the ancient men still away from home,
whom we bave known for many years, we
understand Mr. Jeffs, of Hounslow, in his
90th year, still travels to Brentfurd, to hear
his valued pastor, John Parsons. Mr. Jeffs
is said to in good health, and has never
found any fault with the grand old Gospel,
on which bis precious soul has fed, and in
which he has rejoiced dnring the whole of his
long spiritual pilgrimage.
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NEW YEAR’S SERVICES {N WATTIS-
HAM, SUFFOLK.

During the first week in the New Year,
special services were held at all our principni
village stations. On Sunday, January 21,
our pastor preached to us from Eccles. iii. 15.
In the evening of the same day, a meeting
was held at Hitcham, at which our pastor
presided, and delivered an address on ** The
Manner and Spirit in which the Ordinances
and Institutions of Christ should be Ob-
served.” A service was also conducted the
saine evening by one of the deacons in
another village.

Monday evening, the service was held in
Wattisham. It was well attended, and a
real earnest spirit of prayer pervaded the
meeting. The address by Mr. Wilkins was
on ‘“The Nature of Prayer.” And many
fe]t the hlessedness of the season,

Tuesday evening the service was held at
Nedging, and again our pastor gave usa
very suitable addresson * The Scripture In-
ducements and Encouragements to Pray,”
and several brethren led us in prayer to the
mercy throne.

Wednesday evening we met at Battisford,
and were again favoured with a good meeting
and n suitable address given by Mr. Wilkiuos,
on “The Many Calls to Praver.” A second
meeting was also held this evening at
Hitcham.

Thursday evening the service was held at
Ringshall, where a considerable number of
young people congregated. Pleasant things
were spoken to us by our pastor, who
addressed us on “ The Benefits of Prayer.”
It was a very hallowed season, and many
earnest prayers were offered by the brethren.

Friday evening, we met again at the
Chapel at Wattisham, when praises were
offered to God for His great goodness to us
and many pleaded earnestly at the throne of
grace for continued hlessings. It was a
time of refreshing ; for the divine presence
was FELT. The Lord be magnified !

On Sunday, January 8, *‘the concluding
day,” our pastor delivered a discourre from
James v. 13, “Is any among you afflicted,
let him pray,’” and from Isa.lx. 1, “ Thy light
is come,” ete.,when our pastor showed first
THE OBSCURITY, pointing out what it was
that kid and so often veiled in obscurity the
light and glory of Zion. Then secondly,
THE CALL 10 arise and shine, ete. But some
have intimated a wish to bave the outlines of
this sermon in print. And thus closed a
very profitable season, for many drank of the
refreshing streams of that river which still
flows in Zion.

FroM ONE WHO ATTENDED NEARLY

ALL THE MEETINGS.

L.OOK UNTO ME.

W HEN restless, tossing on my bed,
For balmy sleep I moan,

Lord Jesus, may my soul be led
To look to Thee alone.

Wken fears my fainting spiriis seize,
And dreaded ills I sce,

All will be ealn 1f Thou should’st please
To make me leok to Thee.
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‘When nerves unstrung shall cause toshake
Weak hands and trembling knee,

Cowme, gracious Saviour, then, and make
Me only look to Thee.

When conscious guilt with Thee above
Shall more than A% my cup

Of sorrows; then, in Thy rich love,
Make mae to Thee look up.

When dreadful fears of gloomy death
My trembling heart sball fill,
I'll stand and wait with bated breath,
And look to Jesus still,
And if at last, at Glory's gate,
Thoun wilt my spirit own,
T'll sit for ayo in that hlest state,
And look at Christ alone.
Written sn the night watches by @ NEEDY SINNER.

FOOT-STEPS OF MY GOD,
CHAPTER L.

“ The eternal God is thy Refuge’ (Deut. xxxijii.
27). ¢ Whose goings forth have been from of old,
from the days of cternity™ (mar. Micah v. 2).
“* They have seen Thy goings, O God; even the goings
of my God, my King, in the sanctuary” (Psa. Ixviii,
21).

ERE time began its mighty race,
Jebovah had His dwelling place
On His eternal throne;
YLong ere the heavens were stretched abroad
From everlasting He was God,
Besides Him there was none.

Great Threc in One, and One in Three,
Inhabiting eternity,
Enshrined in cloudless light.
One God in purpose, one in power,
A Triune Ged for cvermore,
Too pure for angels’ sight !
For though the Godhead be but One,!
Three glorious Persons flll the throne;
How deep the mystery lies!
Nor angels’ minds can reach its bound ;
'Tis great, "tis high, 'tis vast, profound,
*Tis hid from mortal eyes.

A Father. Son, and Holy Ghost,

Adorned by all the ransomed host
Oa earth, io heaven above;

ERach in salvation hath His place,

And each bestows the gift of grace,
And God Triune is love.

Ere sun, or moon. or stars appeared,

Or comets had their courses stecred
His glory these out-shone:

‘With awe and reverence let me trace

The foot-steps of redeeming grace,
From the eternal throne.

Sweet heavenly breeze my muse inspire,
Q1 touch my lips with sacred fire,
Thou holy, heavenly Dove!
Unloose my feeble stammeriag tongue,
Awgke my slumbering powers of song,
To sing redeeming love!

1If all the stars in heavon that blaze

Are but the emblems of Thy grace,
And ell upheld by Thes;

And if the worlad of glory bright

‘Without Thy presence would be night,
‘What raust Thy glory he!

When thunders shall have ceased to roar,
The lightuing flash be secn no more,

And stars shall cease to shine ;
‘While ransomed hosts shall sing Thy praisc,
Still wilt Thou send abroad Thy rays

Of righteousness divine.

And like Thvself, O glorious God!

‘Who makest heaven Thy chief abode,
Thy attributes are pure.

‘Wisdom, and truth, and righteousness,
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Justice, and mercy, love, and grace,
Eternally endure.

And ere the spacious vault was stored,
Or planets rolled, or ocenns roared,
Or hills their poaks displayed ;
Ere seraphs flaw with flery wing,
Or cherub's volce was heard to sing,
Redemption's scheme was laid.

But let me pause & moment hers,
Bofore I any farther steer
On this vast deep profound;
Here let me stand in solemn awe,
And ask may I the inference draw,
That I am homeward bound ?

And should I reach the blissful shore,
‘Where pain and death are known no more,
And join in songs of praise
‘With gll the Saviour's ransomed throng,
‘While countless ages r: 1l along,
*Twill be by sovereign grace.

Hence, grace [ need my feet to guide,
And keep me near this ocean tide,

To tune my heart and tongue ;
Nor less I noed the heavenly beam,
That truth elone might be my theme,

The substance of my song.

J. BOLTON.
Boston, Lincolnshire.
(7o be continued.)

WILL SMITHFIELD FIRES BURN
THE PROTESTANTS AGAIN?— How
gracious God has been to us in delivering us
from the evil designs of wicked men, and
granting us still our privileges. It becomes
ushighly to prize them, and to praise the Name
of our covenant God for such favours. Never
may we, nor our children, see.such days of
persecution as our forefathers have seen.
Judging frora the signs of the times, many
fear such will be the case. But “ the Lord
God Qmnipotent reigueth ;' He speaks to
us still ; *“ Fear not them which kill the body,
and after that have no more that they can
do.” His grace always has, and always will
prove sufficient for His dear people in every
trial, however fierce it may be. Hoping to
see you, and to rejoice together in the fellow-
ship of the Gospe‘, praying that you may be
filled with all the fulness of God, with
Christian love, in which the friends unite.—
I am, yours affectionately in the Lord,—J.
CaAssE, Sen.

CHRIST'S MISSIONARIES.

‘¢ And Ho sald unto them, Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
—Mark xvi. 15.

How great the work ! how grave the charge,
Each minlsterial labourer hears;

By the great Master sent at large
To plough the rocks, and sow iu tears,

“Go!” pays the high and holy ONE;
The Spirit's power applies the Word;
“Make straight My paths, My will make known;
Prepare My way, I AM THE LORD.
¢ Heed not, theclouds, or rain, or shine;
Prepare thy work on bended knees;
Breatheon these slain, 1 he wind is Mine;
Sow, and I'll prosper what I please.

“Preach thon the Word, the crucified,
Therisen and exalted KING;

His finish'd work, which shall abide,
The way of 1ife, of grace tha spring.
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“ Cast up the way My flock should go,
Exhorting each to constant prayer;

Lay the thick ¢ trces with axes low;’
S0 shall the carved work appear.

‘‘ From worldly iaterest or renown,

Keep thyself clear, thy consclence pure ;
Lot no man roh thee of thy crown,

But hardness for My sake endure.

¢ All thy suecess on Mk depends,
Depends on My exhaustlessstores ;

A mighty work lles on thy hands,
But My sufficicney is yours.”

Oh! may Hls servants, by His might,
Be cleansed, and separated too;
And 1n the Holy Spiriv’s light,
Hia majesty and glory view.

Boough, if man in finite state,
His truth proclalm, its mysteriesown;
H!s words, just like His works, are great;
Sought out, admired, but still ankaoown.
M. S.
3, Hillbrook-terrace, Fulham.

Hotes of the Honth.

RESIGNATION OF MR. R. E. SEARS.—T0 the
Editor of the Earthen Vessel. —DEAP. BROTHER,—
On a matter of principleI have felt constrained
to give noticc of my intention of resigning my
pastorate at Foot’s Cray. My labours as pastor
of the Church will therefore terminate on
Lord's-day, March 26. I am morc than ever
convinced thatthereisa necessity for contending
for “the faith which ras once delivered unto the
saints;” and also for *‘ keeping the ordinances as
they were delivered by Christ Himself."—Yours in
the Lord Jesus, ROBERT EDWARD SEARS,
Hatherly-road, Sidcup, Kent.

THE TRUE BREAD.—A STREAM OF FRIEND-
SHiP FLOWING FROM LONDON 10 YEOV{L,—
BELOVED BROTIER IN THE LORD —IC i3
almost marvellous that this stream of friendshlp
has been running ctear hetween us now over 30
years without being stopped ot puddled; and
if we are both spared until my jubilee daycomes,
I shonld like to keep it with yon. I will vea-
ture to drop two or three hints. I am so glad
there are three measures of meal; that i3 more
than we could eat ic a thousand years ; cnough
for the three great ages of the Church to live
upon continually. There is the Father's meza-
sure, the Son’s measure, and the Foly Ghost’s
measure, and these three areone in Christ, who
is the same yesterday, to-day. and for ever. In
Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
hodily, I think if the Lord gives us the leaven
of falth to put into that meal, by the power of
the Holy Gbost we shall do well. Much i3 in the
material substance of bread; bat if it be a dead
lump 1t will cease to boe the staff of life. Itcon-
talns vital substance in itselt. The High Priest,
nnder the law, took meal or flour to make the
shewbread. That represented Chrisr. Me-
thinks I see you putting the hand of your faith
into the hot oven of your heart, to take out the
shewhread, to set it before the people. Bread-
corn i8 brulsed, because e will not ever be
thrashing ft. Is 1t not ground betwcen the
great millstones of rightecousness and judgment?
and 1s not JesUs the living Bread of sincerity
and truth, that bread of God that cometh down
from heavon, of which, If & man cat thcreof, he
shall live for ever? Surely there is an infinite
fulness of vital substanco 1n Him. We cunuot
add to His fulness, only wo must believe in Him
to realise the virtue of that Bread of Life: and
faith worketh hy love, cven thelove of God that
is in Christ. It pleased the Father to brulse
Him, to ratisfy His justice quickly, to magnify
Hls boly law, to make an end of sin, to remove
every obstructlon, and that all His believing
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children may find bread enongh in their
Fathcr's house. Now may the Lord favour us
with 8 gond measure of tho Gospel meal, and
help ns to pnt the leaven of onr faith into it
if we ran only muke a small cake. T bope Mrs.
Banks and your ron Robert are much better,
and that you are stivang in the Liord, and 1n the
powrof ITis might—G, A, KELLAWAY.

Mu. WINTERS of Waltham Abbey, expects
to complete. shortly, his work on “THE BARLY
STRUGGL+*: OF IFAMOUS MEN.” and intends
(p.v.) publishing a work in due course on
“* Plough-tail Preachers.” Information on the
latter subject. from ministers and friends, will
be gratefully received by the compiler.

Hlardage.

Jqannary 5, at Chadwell-strect Chapel, by Mr,
i, Mazcllon, Robert Rose. of Richmond, cldest
snn of the Iata James Rose of Wickham-Skeith,
Suffolk, to Tuicy Wright, eldest daughter of Mr.,
William Wreight, of King's-cross, London,
formerly of Hoxne, Suffolk.

Deaths.

Tt LATE MR. TUOMAS SPRATLEY.—For
more than thirty years was the above quiet and
faithful disciple of Jesus our true friend. The
fo'lowing note from Lis son will be rcad with
feelings of deep syinpathy by many who had
known and loved him in the Lord. He had
reached a good ripe age, and is now transplanted
‘o that brighter land where pains. nor parting
scenes are never known.—3, Wandsworth-road,
5.W.—Dear old Friend,—1 trust you will for-
give me for addressing yon in the above terms,
put it scems tu me that yon must be my friend,
because you were o very kind and partial to my
dear father, who in his life did (I know), love
vou, as men do love when cach hath the same
faith; and you do know that my father did think
and agrec with yourself in doctrine, and all
matters pertaining to the hereafter. My dear
sir, I have the sorrowfal duty toinform you that
my father died on the 3rd of January,1882,and
I am the morc impressed towards you when I
know that the very last cheque he ever wrote in
this world was in your favour. only another
reasom for my saying that he also loved you!
How well do I remember the time when he and
I used to walk long distances on purpnse to
Liear the Gospel secording to the Word which
was 80 dcar to him and yourself. My Father died,
1 believe, at peace with all the world, and froma
cansec which we all knew niust be fatal rooner or
later. He was always in some way affected with
somec discase of the lungs, and at lastit developed
to bronchitis, and that. and senile decay, has
finished one of the best fathers man cver pos-
sesecd. T need eay no more, for no doubt you
kpew the man, to his honour. Wishing you a
bappy and prosperous New Yuar, to the glory of
the Almighty One.—X beg to subseribe myself,
vours, with mueh estecm, A. SPRATLEY.—To
C. W. Banks.— P.8. Had father lived to the last
day of tbis present month he would have com-
pieted his82nd year. I am happy to say, that by
a merciful providence, he had his faculties com-
plete to the last day.

On January 3, at Northumberland Heath,
Erith, Keut, after a long and painful illness,
Rebecca Annc East, for many years a member at
Providence Chapel, Erith. formerly of Balem
Chapel, Two Waters, Herts, age 55 ycars ; firmly
resting ou the Lord's promise to her—* Thou
shalt walk with Me in white for thou art
worthy.” Mr. Noyes officiated at the funeral.

Mrs. Susannah Hall departed to be witlithe
T.ord. Diecember 22, 1881, aged 68 years, she was
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one of the 82 members formed into a Church
at Stormont Housc, Notting-hill-gate, under the
pastorate of Mr, Crumpton, April 4, 1886, She
remained till her deccasc under the pastorato of
R. G. Edwards, who buried her mortal remaing
at Hanwell Cemetery, December 27th, er soul
was haPpy in the Iord, *knowing hor Redecmer
liveth.” Her latest words were “ I lean upon His
righteconsness for ever and ever, amen.” To her
pastor sho said affectionately with firm grasp of

cr hand, * Tho Lord bless theo and keep theo.”
She had been brought totho knowledgo and love
of the truth and baptized by the late Mr. John
Forcman.

CARDIFF.—That once famous president of
Pontypool College, Dr. Thomas Thomas,
finished his carthly carcer December 7, 1881,
having recached his 76th year., Whether the late
unhappy commotion in the College hastened the
doctor's end we know not, Hc has had a long life
of toil in training young men for the ministry; we
liope bis faith in the Lord was according to the
mystery of godliness; that his end was peace ;
and that his soul is safo in the midst of the
millions of theransomed. Oh! what a change,
from the tomult of time into the triumphal
courts of cternal glory! We shall anxionsly
look for the memoir of such a man.

Mrs. Thiselton, the widow of the late Mr.
Thomas Thiselton, of Sonth Hackney (one of the
founders and deacons of Speldhurst-road Baptist
Chureh), dicd on her vovage out to Australia, in
December, 1881. Mrs. Thiselton was accompanied
by one son and three daughters. This is a
sorrowful event for all the dear family now
bereft of their loving and tender parents.

On Wednesday, Decemhber 7, 1881, Harriet
Buckenham dcparted this Life, aged 56, a member
of the Church at Pulham-St.-Mary, under the
pastorate of Benjamin Tayior. She was baptized
Junc 19, 1842, All these years she rejoiced in
the doctrines of grace, triumphing in death, and
declarcd that she was reaping thefruits of what
she liad heard her pastor preach. She chose for
her funeral sermon, requesting wme to preach to
the living, the words in Rev. xiv. 13. B. T.

Died, Jannary 2, 1882, in New North-road,
causing extreme grief to her much loved father
and mother, and the family, Martha, tho cldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Whitteridge,
aged 23. This trnly Christian Martha, her sister,
and brother-in-law. werc baptized by Mr. Whit-
teridge, iu 1879. We hope to furnish some acconnt
of her happy experience in her life and passing
away heavenward.

Died, Jannary 5, 1882, Mr. Williain Barnpes,
aged 75. He was for many years a deacon of
Silver-strcet Baptist Chapel, necar Notting-hill
Gate. .

« Though on earth a humble dwelling

Djd contain his care-worn frame,
Joys more sweet than carth’s providing
Through the Holy Spirit came.” —O. E.G.

Died, at Thame, greatly regretted, Mr. George,
the devoted deacon, the beloved schoel superin-
tendent and precentor of the Baptist Chapol,
of whom we hope to give some sacred memories.

Mr, John Bingle, of Felinersham, Beds, for
many years a lover of freo and sovoreign grace,
and a humblo walker in the way of truth, died
in the Lord on the 22nd of December, 1881,
aged 76.

Susannah, the beloved wife of George Reed,
of 285, Last India-road, Poplar, E., peacefully
»nassed away, December 186, 1881. at tgo age of
66 years. She lived and walked the Christlan.

Joseph Sonl’s soul is gone into the “better
country,” Nearly forty years he spent in seck-
ing the welfare of the Orpban Working School.
His whole soul was engaged in promoting the
wolfare of orphansof cvery size.



A Veteranw on the Walls of Zion.”

N Lord’s-day evening, January 15, Mr. Philip Dickerson, who, on

the 29th, completed the eighty-sevenih year of his age, celebrated

the jubilee of his ministry in Little Alie-street, and it was truly a
memorable opportunity. The congregation was large, the singing hearty;
the presence of the Lord felt and enjoyed, and the Spirit manifest'ly
rested upon the venerable speaker, who, after reading and prayer by the
pastor, C. Masterson, took for his text Isa.xzvii. 13, and with much
freedom, fulness and power, handled the subject in the following order:—

I.—The period spoken of, ““ And it shall come to pass in that day.”
The expression, ““ tkat day,” occurs frequently, and, generally speaking,
refers to an extraordinary revelation concerning the salvation of God's
people. “That day " might be applied—

1. To the day of Christ’s incarnation. That was a wonderful event
when the day-spring from on high visited us, when the Sun of Righteous-
ness made His appearance, ushering in the glorious dispensation of
the Gospel-day. An event announced by an angel, not to the great and
the learned of the age, but to a few poor, humble shepherds, who said to
them, “ Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Passing throngh the
marvellous and unparalleled life of Jesus we come—

2. To the day of His death, when the fountain spoken of by Zecha-
rish was opened. ““In that day there shall be a fountain opened,” &c.
Opened by God Himself, and Satan shall never shut it. Yes, it was
actually opened in His sufferings; His blood flowed in the garden and
on the cross; His back was wounded by the scourge; His hands and
feet with the nails; His side with the spear. Then was this precious,
cleansing fountain opened, and one poor wretched sinner close by beheld
it.

“ The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day.”

And O may we with true contrition of heart be able to add,—

% And there may I, though vile as he,
‘Wash all my sins away.”

And it is our mercy to know this fountain shall retain its cleansing
efficacy,

“ Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more.”

“ That day.”

8. The duy of His resurrection. How illnstrious! In spite of the
precantions taken by his enemies to secure the entrance of the sepulchre,
the stone, the seal, the guard, could not detain the Lord of life and
glory a prisoner to death, but these simply tended exceedingly to confirm
the truth of His resurrection. On the third day He came forth
majestically, gloriously and triumphantly. Then the truth of His

VorLume XXXVIIL—MARcCH, 1882, F
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mission of mercy was fully confirmed; the broad seal of heaven affixed
to His credentials; the sufficiency and acceptableness of His atoning
merit acknowledged, and thereby became the pledge and pattern of His
people’s resurrection unto everlasting life. Yes, a life of grace here and
of glory hereafter.

* That day.”

4. The day of His ascension. “While He blessed them He was
parted from them and carried up into heaven, and the two angels that
stood by said, “ Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come
in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” <« Why stand ye
thus gazing? Go about your business; go and attend to the orders of
your ascended Lord. He will still be with you fulfilling His gracions
promises and executing His all-wise purposes.” ‘Lo, I am with you
always,” &c.

“ That day.”

5. The day of Pentecost. This was the day of the outpouring of
the Spirit according to prophecy; the breaking forth of the great Gospel
day of salvation. How surprising indeed to the carnal mind that a
number of fishermen, illiterate wen, should suddenly possess power so
as to speak intelligibly to a vast number and variety of nations in their
respective langnages on the great matters of salvation, and mno less
remarkable was the effect produced on the mind of the multitnde. Bat
the whole indisputably proved the presence of the spiritnal and super-
natural operations of God the Holy Ghost. O for like manifestations
now !

11.—The work to be done. “The great trumpet shall be blown.”
The aged preacher, after having in bis own inimitable style, referred to
the ordinance of the year of Jubilee under the Mosaic dispensation, pro-
ceeded to show that the trumpet mentioned in the text was doubtless
emblematical of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

1. The trumpet was of silver and alt of a piece. The Gospel is the
pure trath of God, and is all of one uniform piece—that is to say, salva-
tion from first to last by free and sovereign grace, not a yea and nay
mixture. It gave forth a clear, loud and shrill sound, and was distinct
from the law of works. It proclaimed liberty, &c.

2. A great trompet. Great not only with regard to its author being
the great God, but great because it is the effect of great love, the pro-
duce of great wisdom, the enunciation of great blessings attended by
great power, and producing great effects in the hearts and lives of men.

3. It had been blown. God made His own instruments. It was
blown by Christ Himself, by the prophets of old, by tke apostles, and by
gucceeding ministers of the Gospel, and shall continue to be blown down
to the end of time, and being ¢o musical, for in the Gospel is discover-
able a sweet harmony running through the whole economy of redemption,
that to every saved sinner it shall ever more be sweet and precious.
Lastly—

111.—The effects produced. *They shall come who are ready to
perish.” Yes, the Gospel proclaimed, and by the power of the Spirit,
men, who by nature are in a perishing condition, shall be made sensible
of their state and shall come to Christ, shall come to Him for righteous-
ness, for pardon, for peace, for supplies of grace, as seen in the three
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thousand in the day of Pentecost, the eunuch and others; and for the
enconragement of every poor trembling sinner, its language still is,
*“ e saves to the uttermost.” * Him that cometh I will in no wise cast
out.” *‘They shall come and worship the Lord in the holy mount at
Jerusalem.” In a Gospel sense, they shall come and join the Church of
Christ, shall come to His house, to His people, to the Bible and to the
throne of grace, and at last they shall be brought to glory to join the
ransomed host, and celebrate the praises of sovereign grace. Thuos we
have given a very imperfect outline of this excellent discourse, listened
to with rapt attention and with evident profit by a numeroos and
appreciative audience.

May our beloved friend be still favonred with the smile and blessing
of the Lord, and in his occasional ministry largely enjoy the rich
anointing of the Holy Spirit, and at the close—and may that be as yet
distant—of his long, vseful and honoured life, receive throngh grace the
blessed Master’s plaudit, “ Well done, thon good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” God bless him, so prays
affectionately, C. M.

OLD JOSEPH AND HIS LONG SPADE.—No. IIL
“ He shall lestify of ME!”

r I YHE passage of the soul from spiritual death into the “ eternal life,”

and into the blessed liberty of the new covenant kingdom of
grace, is certainly one of the most intricate pieces of divinity which any
angelic or human mind can ever contemplate, or desire to look into. It
is a creation, a resurrection, a formation, a revelation; it is a nanifold
conversion, it is a translation, in more senses than one.

Without this new creation—whether man call himself atheist,
or Calvinist, Arminian or Unitarian; whether man be a bishop in robes,
or a salvation general, in the assumed uniform—without the sovereign
and all-sufficient work of the ever-blessed SPIRIT of the eternal Gop, no
fitness for, nor entrance into the glory kingdom, can any fallen sinner
ever reach.

“ How helpless guilty Nature lies,

Unconscious of its load!

The heart, unchanged, can never rise
To happiness and God.

Can anght, beneath a power divine,
The stubborn will subdue?

’Tis Thine, ETERNAL SPIRIT, Thirne
To form the heart anew.”

My inmost soul, in the silent chamber of thought and prayer, doth
intensely desire, before I lay down my pen for ever, to leave behind me
as clear a testimony of the work of the HoLy GHOST in the regeneration
of the redeemed as the teaching of the divine Paraclete will enuble me
to trace out. Such a testimony will not be acceptable to many. It is
only where “ ihe commandment™ hath come powerfully into the con-
science, it is only in those bruised spirits where a sight and a sense of
SIN hath revived and arisen, it is oniy where * the sentence of .dea.th »?
hath been written in the heart, by the applied law of God: it is in those
alarmed and braised hearts that the agonising cry will be heard: *“ Men,
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brethren, WHAT MUST WE DO?” “The Fall” iscalled “the unclean
spring of ungodliness.” This unclean spring divideth itself (like the
third African gulf) into those two main cursed channels,—

ATHEISM AND SUPERSTITION;

and in either one or the other of these all the children of men swim by
pature. (Grellet’s “Scenes of Superstition” some day, if
Very many of them, like the silly fish, go down the stream of Jordan
into the lake of Sodom, the dead sea of hell, and there they perish.
I have a conviction that if any poor wretched man hath erperienced in
his own soul that verse of Dr. Watts’, where he says,—

‘ Buried in sorrows and in sins,
At hell's dark door we lay,
But we arise, by grace divince,
To see a nobler day "—

if those words have had a burning reality in any man’s conscience, they
will cause that mau to yearn, with pangs and pains, over the danger
which he can see his fellow-creatures to bein. As Christ wept over
Jerusalem, as Paul wished himself accursed for his brethren’s sake, so,
in a measure, doth my soul mourn over the deadness and delusions in
which I see and feel thousands are enveloped; and now, for fifty years,
my soul has only realised freedom as I could go forth and warn men of
the awfolness of sin; and try to be the Holy Ghost’s instrument to win
them to Christ.

The HoLy GHoST putteth a strong net into the hands of such men
as have been ordained of GobD to preach the Gospel; and, by the instru-
mentality of this strong net, many of the almost drowned to death sons
of men have been canght—brought to land; have been put into the
streams of that river which maketh glad the city of God; and unto them
the words of the apostle are applicable: ““ But ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the Lorp JESUS, and by
the Spirit of our God.”

ATHEISM AND SUPERSTITION

are much deeper and darker streams of death than can be fathomed by
the huaman mind. Any practical denial of the Deity, any absolute rejec--
tion of any revealed attribute or injunction of the Almighty, is a species
of atheism. Atheism is the leader of those immense armies of whick
the local census-tables shew us are the majority of our population; but
superstition is the power which reigns to a large extent in the so-called
families of Christendora. There is the glaring and flaming superstition
of the Greek and the Romish Churches; there is the nationalised super-
stition of some parts of the Church of England. Ah! alas! where
a religious superstition begins, and where it ends, is a problem. I cannot
look upon the selection made by the Northampton electors in any other
light than as being permitted by the Almighty as a means of showing
forth the ungodly character of our nation; and also of proving the
shallowness of the piety of thonsands who are ministers and members of
our so-called Christian Churches. What was the feeling of a Judge who
lately sat with such honour and power on the judicial bench? He wrote:
«“] am astounded as often as I think of Christian men preferring an
open blasphemer and enemy of Christ to a follower of Him, becanse of
his political affinity. If Satan himself had appeared in human formy
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they would have selected him for the same reason. It isa terrible
thought that politics are thus put in the first place, and a sad feature of
the times.”

It is, indeed, a dark feature of the times when hundreds of thousands
declare themselves supporters of a Gon-denier; and when millions refuse
to publicly offer praise and thanksgiving to our ETERNAL Gopn. O!
England, thou art fallen! thou art falling! What will thine end be!

“ SUPERSTITION!"” Where? Whatisit? Peter Bobler, a student
in the university of Jena, where his soul was secretly wrought upon by
the SpIr1T OF (0D, when he was a “ conscience-stricken student,” when
he was “ trying everything in the world” to obtain a realisation of
peace with his God, when he was thus distressed he found that the
majority of the students were sceptics, scoffers, and full of profanity.
Poor Peter Bohler, with his broken heart, was directed by the nnseen
hand of the great COMFORTER to go and hear Spangerberg, who preached
upon the power of the Sox of Gop to free the sinner from all sin.
From hearing this Gospel of Jesus, Bohler fled to his lodging; and in
prostration of spirit, in the feeling of gennine repentance at the Saviour’s
feet, he sought (with cries and tears) for the forgiveness of all his sins;
and, while so engaged, faith in the great REDEEMER was given him; he
lovingly embraced the LORD JESUS; peace and joy were poured into his
heart, and he became (and he continued until his death) a most valiant
and victorious preacher of the cross and crown of his ever-merciful
Lorp. My soul leapeth for joy on meeting with such demonstrative
witnesses to the omnipotent power of the HoLy SpIRIT, becaunse when I
was printing a newspaper for a gentleman at Rye, in Sussex (in 1827
—fifty-five years ago), I went on the first Sunday morning to the parish
church, which was destitute, gloomy, and, to me, very horrible; in the
afternoon I went to the Baptist chapel, which was wretched, in every
sense of the word, to me; then, as a kind of last trial, I went in the
evening to a large chapel, called “The Wesleyan;” went up to the
farthest seat of the top gallery; there I saw, and heard in the palpit, a
big, roaring, denouncing parson, who seemed in a great passion in
alarming me, and warning me of the dangers of hell and damnation. All
I can recollect of it was, I became almost nnconscious, fell off the seat,
fled out of the place, ran to my bedroom; there, alone, I kneeled and
cried for mercy. How I passed through. that night I could never
recollect. This I know, it was full twelve months from that time
before the LorD JESUS called me, one Sunday morning, saying, *“ Awake,
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead; and

‘“ CHRIST SHALL GIVE THEE LIGHT!”

Most surely, too, HE did! Tor over fifty years now have I been
learning how deceitful is the human hLeart, how sovereign and various
are the teachings of the ALmicrTY SPIRIT, and how mysterious are the
providences of our Gop and FATHER to the followers of the Lumb. Of
the Personality of the HoLy GHOST, how in the Book of Job, in Ezekiel,
in the SAVIOUR’S ministry, in the Acts of the Apostles, in the Letters to
the Churches, and in the preaching and writings of godly men, I feel I
must testify ; Zow, in all the lives of the genuine saints, the Person, the
work of the Divine CoMFORTER, aud the fruits flowing therefrom are set
forth, my soul longs to shew, before the Gop of my mercy, the Saviour
of my soul, calleth me hence.
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I fully intended, ere this, to have introduced my readers to “ Old
Joseph’s” unfoldings of the internal and external operations of the
blessed SPIRIT in prepariog the hearts of the vessels of mercy for a recep-
tion and revelation of the Great Higm PriEst of our profession, but T
must come to it as T amled. Up to the present time, I see, occasionally,
what a decided distinction our Lord made between the fruitless and the
fruitful branches in HiMseLF, the ViNE oF TrurH, of which He said,
“T am the True Vine, and My Father is the Husbandman.”

Rather reluctantly I close this little paper, by referring to a dark
exercise of mind through which I have passed. My faith in the glorious
Trinity, in the covenant of grace, in the adorable Person and work of the
Son of God, and iu the Divine Person and work of the SpIriT of Gop,
my confidence in the verity of the doctrines of grace continnes; but, at
times, a crushing dart flies throngh my soul. The other week, when
looking into the Word, my eye fell upon the following sentence: “* I will
cut that man off from the hoose of Israel.” * There you are!” said
some one. 1 am not free to speak of Satan’s voice ! Conscience, circnm-
stances, or the efforts of unbelief, may sometimes oppress the soul.
“Yes,” 1said, ““that looks like me! Xor full forty years I have been
cut off from the npper courts of the House of Israel !”” This led to much
searching of heart. I sat down, I surveyed the ground. That word
tried me. But—

THE SEVEN FEATURES OF THE FRUIT-BEARING BRANCHES

in John xv. relieved my mind.

I am occupying too much room. It is latein the eve of my seventy-
sixth year; and I must beg of “ Old Joseph” to retire until next month.
If I live I will hope to get him to dig up a root or two for the confirmation
of such as areexercised concerning the new birth; for that thrilling
sentence of the great original Messenger from heaven,—

“YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN,”

is such a deep sea of life and love—a mystery so hidden from millions—
that it often tries the faith of many a heaven-bound pilgrim. Forgive
the leogth of this introductory chapter. Much more may I plead for
forbearance, if I ask my readers to review one or two motes, which came
as revivers to my spirit on the 9th day of February, 1882, which being the
seventy-sixth year of my pilgrimage, friends have kindly expressed
their prayers for my continuance here a little longer. When I awoke
this morning, in contemplation of my myterious life’s career, I involun-
tarily said to myself, “It is seventy years since my most beloved mother
cried ont, “ Charles, come here!” ~ She was sitting in her arm-chair, in:
the front-parlour. I obeyed, and ran to her. She said, * Kneel down at
my feet!” And, then, when I wondered what it meant, she lifted up
her little white finger, and pointing to the heavens, with a voice I never
could forget, she so plaintively said:—
“ There is beyond the sky
A heaven of joy and love ;

And holy children, when they die,
Go to that world above.”

I have always believed by that action and quotation of a mighty praying
mother the arrow of conviction was planted in my trembling soul; and
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(I consider this sentence with silent reviewing, and affirm this convie-
tion) has never died out in my soul.

Just as I write this, two out of many notes received the 9th of
February I annex, and earnestly pray to God that my brothers’ testimony

may be blessed to many, as it has been to
CHARLES WATERS BaNKs.
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, February 9, 1882.

From the Pastor of Egerton Fostal Baptist Church, Mr. Robert Young Banks.

MY VERY DEAR BROTHER C. W. BANKS,—When you receive 1bis you will have
entered your seventy-seventh natal year. A twelve-month has rapidly sped its
course since so many met with you at your Speldhurst, to congratulate you, and to
thank the Lord for sparing you so long. Since then you have been prostrate in
weakness, and appeared to stand very close to the betterlife ; yet God was pleased
to raise you up from that bed, and so to strengthen both the outer and inner man,
that you have been able to travel many miles, and in many places to preach Christ
to your fellow man, so that you have known the sweetness of that expression,  For
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain,” and there can be no doubt that your one
aim has been so to labour that whether present in the body, or absent from it, you
might be accepted of Him ; and this I conceive is the one essential feature of the
godly man’s Jife. We do, therefore, most heartily thank the Lord on your behalf,
for sparing such a life, and for such a work, to reach so ripe an age, and would con-
gratulate you that He has seen fit to put you into the ministry, and keep you in
harness so long combatting the enemy in Zion, and favouring her stones in
gathering them out from the desert of this world, and placing them (instrumentally)
among the sons of God. We would, therefore, humbly hope and pray, that God
may yet spare you a little longer for this desired object, strengthening the body,
enlarging the mind, and still unfolding to you the glories of that kingdom that shall
endure for ever. Alas! how many have passed away since we first became one in fellow
feeling with Him. Many have fallen asleep, some have turned away altogether,
others are upon the more popular side of the present corrupt age, some have been
shifting from onesect to another, until we hardly know what they are, or even
where they are. But may we not say (although with a great deal of diffidence) that
none of these things move us, so that we may finish our course with joy, and the
ministry we unworthy things have received.

God spare the honest labourer, the uuselfish minister, the self-sacrificing ox that
treadeth out the corn for poorhungry, and often despised and downtrodden sheep,
that by them God may be glorified, Zion refreshed, backsliders restored, and those
cast out oaes be gathered into the pastures of refreshing meat and drink, and in
the midst of storms be led to the Rock that is higher thaan they.

As a family we have reached a good age ; our youngest is now an old man, but
in the work youth is on his side, willing to do anything, or nothing, so that truth
might be established in the earth. Our brother J. W. B. is still holding the bright
and well-used sword, and your unworthy brother is trying, although imperfectly, to
hold up the crossin one of the hidden corners of the Gospcl-field, at times wondering
when and where, and how the scenc will end. But

“He that helped us hitherto,
Can help us all the journey through.”

Our sister Kitty is the loving helpmate of one of God's trumpeters on foreign
ground, who knows full well where he must look for help, and our elder sister, now
nearing her seventieth year, is, we would hope, looking out for the better land
that lies beyond the black and turbulent Jordan, where even good old Bunyan
sunk in deep waters, but whose head was sustained by that kind-bearted friend
Hopeful, in the hour of his extremity. Well, we would say, God spare us to each
other a little longer, give to us loving hearts for each other, unite us in bonds
that death itself shall never break, and then permit us to unite with a dear father,
mother, and loving partners who have left us in swelling the song of the redeemed
to our great and loving Redcemer, where flesh and blood cannot enter.

Love to all the dear onmes at your lodge in the wilderness, and pray you may
still be able to labour in the pulpit, VESSEL. Cheering Words, etc. .

Would you insert that J. B. McCure is expected to take anniversary services at
Egerton Fostal on Good Friday next?

Your most affectionate brother,

Bridge, Febroary 8, 1882, R. Y. BANKS.
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Trom my most faithful and truly useful brother in Christ, Mr. W.
Winters, the following note, 1 know, will excite peculiar interest:—

My DEAR BROTHER C. W. BANKS,—Your steadfast hope in the Lord, and His
great merey realised by you up to your seventy-sixth birth-day, with the determi-
nation through grace to preach His great worth, till silenced by death, rcminds me
much of an apt expression of a celcbrated minister of the last century in answer to
the annexed pointed question put to him by a lady : * Suppose that you knew you
were to die at twelve o'clock to-morrow night, how would you spend the intervening
time?” “How, madam ?” he replied ; “ why. JUST AS I INTEND TO SPEND IT
xow ! Ishonld preach this night in Gloucester, and again at five to-morrow
morning. After that I should ride to Tewkesbury, preach in the afternoon, and
meet the soeieties in the evening. I should then repair to friend Martin's house,
who expects to cntertain me, converse and pray with the family as usual, retire to
my room at ten o'clock, commend myself to my heavenly Father, lie down to rest,
and wake up in glory.” In what better position could any man be? safe for time
and eternity! And as you have never shrunk from any service demanded of you
by the great Captain of salvation, I pray that He who holds our life in being
will extend your probationary term awhile longer with great activity and honour
with all who—

“Live in deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breaths ;
In feelings, not in figures on a dial.”
The same poet reminds us that—
“ We should count time by heart throbs. He most lives
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.”
With Christian love, as ever, yours in Gospel bonds,

W. WINTERS.
Waltham Abbey.

WHAT WE ALL MUST COME TO!—ALL DO NOT COME
TO IT ALIKE!—HOW SHALL WE COME TO IT?

“ My God is returned to glory on high,
When death makes a passage then to Him I'll fly;
And join in the song of all praise through His blood,
To the THREE who are ONE, in the essence of God.”

TaE HUsSBAND'S WATCHWORD ON THE PAssiNG Away oF His FAITHFUL
WiIre, Mrs. GEORGE REED, OF POPLAR.

« Dear Pariner ! kind and frail, my loved, my faithful one, should I
see thee depart without a pang? Many years for joy or sorrow have I
dwelt with thee. Lay her case in peace, dear friends, nor sorrow that a
Christian hath departed.”

Mr. George Reed, of Poplar, says:—

STEEMED BROTHER C. W. BANKS,—I f{orward you a brief
account of my departed wife’s last illness. She had long been in a

weak state, but I first became seriously impressed with her appearance in
Mount Zion chapel, Bow, last October 25. She had been spending the
afternoon and evening there; when she arose I noticed her looking very
ill. On her way to the station, in company with her old friend and
gister, Mrs. Kennedy, she complained of feeling unwell, and said, “I
made an effort to get to that meeting, as I thought it would possibly be
the last.” 8o it has proved. She took to her bed on November 5, and
for near six weeks she was the subject of great pain, with now and then
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a little relief. She lost no time on these occasions of ease to gpeak of
her lovely and loving Jesus. While she was able to read herself she
kept her Testament and hymn-book at her bedside, and seemed to find
great comfort from them for the first fortnight, but after that she was
glad to have the Word, or a favourite hymn read to her; and she would
brighten up at the announcement that her minister, Mr. Holden, had
called to see her, whose visits were very frequent and welcome, and I
think he enjoyed her conversation.

About this time she asked me to open her Testament and find a
leaflet entitled, “ A Wilderness Song.” She said, “ I never told anyone
what my feelings were, but those lines have been a great comfort to me
when I could steal away into my bedroom for a quiet half-hour.” She
wished me to read them. We quote the lines:—

A WILDERNESS SONG.

“ My God, whose gracious pity I may claim,
Calling Thee ¢ Father,’ sweet endearing name !
The sufferings of this weak and weary frame,

All, all are known to Thee.

From human eyes ’tis better to conceal,
Much that I suffer, much that I hourly feel;
But oh ! this thought does tranquilise and heal —
All, all is known to Thee.
Each sickening conflict with indswelling sin,
Bach sickening fear ‘I ne’er the prize shall win,’
Each pang from irritation, turmoil, din,
All, allis known to Thee.
When in the morning unrefreshed I wake,
Or in the night but little rest can take,
This brief appeal submissively I make,
All, all is know to Thee.

Nay, all by Thee is ordered, chosen, plann’d,

Each drop that fills my daily cup, Thy hand

Prescribes for ills none else can understand ;
All, all is known to Thee.

The effectual means to cure what I deplore,

In me Thy longed-for likeness to restore,

Self to dethrone, never to govern more—
All all are known to Thee.

And this continued feebleness, this state

Which seems to unnerve and incapacitate,

‘Will work the cure my hopes and prayers await,
That cure I leave to Thee.

Nor will its bitter draught distasteful prove,

While I recall the Son of Thy dear love ;

The cup Thou would’st not for our sake remove—
That cup He drank for me.

He drank it to the dregs—no drop remained

Of wrath—for those whose cup of woe He drained.

Man ne’cr can know what that sad cup contained:
All, all is known to Thee.

And welcome, precious can His Spirit make

My little drop of suffering for His sake;

Father, the cnp I drink, the path I take,
All, all are known to Thee.”

Sacred Gleanings.
After this her pains became more intense. With some reluctance

she consented to undergo a slight operation, which gave her ease for a

little while, but she continued to show a gradual sinking until Friday,

December 16, when her happy spirit took its flight.
G



78 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Daring her illness she exhibited a calm, cheerful hope in the finished
work of Christ on Calvary, as the only ground of her hope for salvation;
HER END WAS PEACEFUL. She told us upon one occasion she had been
dreaming that the devil stood at the foot of her bed, and said to her,
“ You are too great a sinner for God to take notice of you.” She said,
“T1 told him to stand back and let my Jesus come forward, He wonldn’t
talk to me like that.” On November 25 I said to her, “ You don’t get
on with the sweets your friend brought you.” She replied, < No, I am
done with those kind of sweets.” She said, “I have often wondered
how it was James Wells could say he could willingly go through all the
suffering he had the second time to realise the same sweetness he had, but,”
she said, “ I wonder no longer, for I have had such sweetness in my
sufferings I could willingly go throngh all again if I could realise the
same pleasure.”

On Sunday evening, November 26, she said, “ I am waiting! Ob,
how I wish I was in a large room and had a lot of my friends to hear
me tell the pleasures I have felt when I have visited them, and they
have said, ¢ Come and sit by me.”” Again she said, “1 remember the
pleasare I have had when at the prayer meetings at Waterside, Wands-
worth; Mr. Ball would say, © Come and sit by me, my child,” and now I
am waiting for the Master to say that.” At another time she said,
« Come, Thou precious Jesus, and take me to Thyself. I want Thee to
come ! Another time she said, ** O Thou blessed Lamb of God, come
and fetch me home ! when wilt Thoucome?”” On December 9 she said
to me, *“ Pray for an easy passage;’’ and continued, ¢ Forgive me, dear
Jesus, for being impatient or murmuring, but I do want to be with
Thee in the rock.” Then she said, “ ¢ Rock of ages, cleft for me,” can
yon repeat that?” 1 did so, and told her I had prayed for an easy
passage, if the Lord was about to take her, but if it were consistent with
His will, spare her; and she said emphatically, “No! T should be dis-
appointed.” Later on she said, after great pain, “ O God, wilt Thou
pursue Thy worm to death?” I tried to comfort her by reminding her
of a sermon preached by her late pastor, Mr. William Ball, of Water-
side, Wandsworth (just before his death), from the text, ‘ Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints,” and how she had enjoyed
it, and the conversation she had with him after the sermon, which was
this: She said, *“ But you are better, are you not, Mr. Ball? ” His reply
was, ** No, my child, mine is u seventy-three disease, but death is not
precious to our friends; ” and she said, *“ No,” and shook her head, and
sighed heavily. I then reminded her how precious God’s saints were to
His heart, and asked her if He bad not been most precious to her in
life, and she bowed her head. I then repeated—

“If to my soul it is so sweet,
On earth to sit at Jesus’ feet,”

And she took up the strain and said—

“ What must it be to wear a crown,
And sit with Jesus on His throne?”

On December 10 she said ““ I don’t want to be disturbed any more,
I want to fall asleep in Jesus, and be close shut in with Him, that’s
what I want.” On December 12, ghe thanked her dcctor for his kind-
ness, and raid, “Yon have been very patient with me,” and shook
haudg with him and wished Lim good-bye. On December 13 she said,
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“ Another morning! I don’t know what the Lord is keeping me here for,
T suppose He has something for me to do.” Abount mid-day she said to
her friend who had acted as nurse, “ Yon have washed me this morning;
there'll be no more washing, that was for my burial.” I said to her
then, “ You are washed.” She replied, “ Yes, and now I want to go to
sleep in Jesus.” Then she said to her damghter, ** Annie, raise me,
don’t shed tears, shont glory |’ The Jast she said that I could clearly
understand was in a very confidential tone, *“ I’m waiting—Jesus is with
me.”

Her remains were interred at Bow cemetery on December 22, 1881.
The service was conducted by Mr. F. C. Holden, of Coverdale-rooms,
Limehouse, in a solemnly, able, affecting and affectionate spirit, under
whose mipistry the deceased had been greatly comforted and encouraged
of late. Friends from many neighbouring canses joined in ginging the
following hymn :—

“ITear what the voice from heaven pro- | They die in Jesus, and are blessed,

claims, How kind their slumbers are;
For all the pious dead ; From sufferings and from sins re-
Sweet is the savour of their names, leased,
And soft their sleeping bed. ' And freed from every snare.

Far from this world of toil and strife
They’re present with the Lord;
The labours of their mortal life
End in a large reward.”

We felt that even under our deepest sorrow, in that cold cemetery
chapel, the Lord was shedding a drop of heaven on worms below; and
we could say, with the departed, ¢ Jesus is with me, and thongh He
take away our all, Himself He gives ns stil.” On Sanday evening,
December 25, Mr. Holden opened his service with Irons’ lines-—

‘ Now let Jehovah's covenant love Beloved and precious in His sight,
To saints employ my breath, Betore all worlds they stood;
Its constancy shall always prove Their souls were always His delight,
The same in life and death. They cost Him precious blood.

Yes, they are precious while they live,
And precious when they die;
So precious tbat to them He'll give
Most precious crowns on high.”
Then gave a soul-comforting discourse from 1 Cor. xv. 37: “ But thanks
be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
after which he gave encouraging words to the relatives, to the Church,
and congregation, The deceased, as a Christian, was conrteous, con-
sistent, cheerful, fearful, forbearing, sincere. As a fiiend, benevolent,
gelf-denying, constant, faithful. As a mother, affectionate, beloved,
considerate, devout, earuest, firm. Asa wife, she was—but words would
fail to tell you wha!—think what & wife should be, and she was that.
Some eight years before her death, she said to me, “ If I shonld die
before youn let Mr. Debnum put me away, and I should like that hymn of
Watts'—
“ Hear what the voice from heaven proclaims,”
sung at my funeral. Her request was complied with, and the hymn was
sung. The funeral was carried out by E. W. Debnam, of Oxford-street,
W., in a very satisfactory manner. We conclude by saying we mourn
the loss of a godly companion. Yours in Christ,
GeordE REED.
285, East India-road, Poplar.



80 THE EARTHEN VESSLL

THOUGHTS FOR THE THOUGHTIFUL ON
THE KINGDOM Ol CHRIST.

By Joserg Winkixs,
Minister of Wattisham Chapel.

“My kingdom is not of this world,”"—John xviii. 36.

HEN Christ came, He came to found a xinepvom. True, He
had other work in hand; many great and gracious purposes,
in fact, to carry into effect. Works of vast magnitude, and of solemn
issues engaged His attention. Bubt among the many undertakings
He came to accomplish was the founding of the long predicted
kingdom, designated, by way of distinction, “ The kingdom of the
heavens.” His forerunner, John, went before Him as a wvoice crying,
“ The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” prepare for it ! it is coming ! it 18
near ! it is even close at hand. Many earthly kingdoms have been
founded, and for awhile established, and possessed more or less excel-
lence; some have existed for a short time only, while others have long
stood with great power and in shining glory; but they have passed away,
like cities; and like Babylon and Nineveh lie buried in their own ruins,
and are entombed in their own dust. Now among the many kingdoms of
varied forms of government, and of varied excellence and duration,
which have existed, and which still exist, and which may hereafter come
into existence; of all these thrones, and powers, and governments there is
OXE kingdom peculiarly His, called by way of distinction, * the kingdom
of the heavens.” By the lips of His admiring subjects it i§ called TEY
kingdom. By Himself it is called MY Zingdom, and in general terms it
is called His kingdom. HE is the Founder of it, His throne is exalted in
it; Heis the Sustainer of it, He is lovingly crowned by all who live in it;
and as its King He is the light, the glory, and the centre figure of it;
and to show the proper Deity of His person, it is called * the kingdom of
GOD.”

But how did He proceed to found His kingdoma ? Not by sending
fleets, and mighty armies of soldiers to our shores; He came not with
armies and fleets, His was not a naval power, not a martial conquest, He
did not take the kingdom by bloodshed and force of arms. No! HE
TOOK OUR NATURE, and in His own Person connected heaven and earth.
He was the SON given but the CEHILD born. The divine LogoS was made
flesh and dwelt among us, heaven and earth stood before the universe
united in his illustrious Person, and by that one act of taking our nature
He for ever connected heaven and earth. He brought them together in
Himself, and united them in His own Person; there they are for ever
allied, and so blessedly united that a severance can never take place;
and thus the powers of heaven are engaged in the interests of His king-
dom upon the earth. And while the individuals or the persons, as the
malerials of which His kingdom is composed, are from the world, the
power, the wisdom, the grace, and force by which the kingdom is
founded, carried on, and sustained, is from heaven. Hence, “ My king-
dom is not of this world.” That is, the powers by which My kingdom is
founded, My throne upheld, My authority established, and My growing
empire extended and sustained, are not of this werld, “elge would My
servants fight.”” This brings me to one point, at which I am aiming—
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viz.,, THAT THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST DIFFERS, is, in fact, totally different
to all other kingdoms, that the kingdom of Christ is DISSIMILAR in fouwr
respects.

I.—IT DiFFERS IN ITS NATURE—Iits very life and purily is unlike
that of any other kingdom.

1. It is spiritual, and as such it is pure in its nature. It is not =
material, not a temporal kingdom. I do not claim for Him a materi.l
crown, His ig no fading, perishable crown, nor a crumbling, temporal
throne. If His sceptre were not spiritua! and pure, it could not be
lasting, for all that is material is in some respect impure, and tends to
defection and decay. As a spiritual sovereign, He sways a spiritual
sceptre in a kingdom vast in its extent, but spirifual in its nature. This
gpiritual kingdom, founded by Himself, was designed to live én other
kingdoms, which are temporal, as it is said by Daniel, * And 4 the
kingdoms thereof shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed.” Thus His kingdom is to exist n the midst of
civil governments, yet as separate and distinet from them as it is
possible to be.

2. Itis incorruptible. Its pure spiritual natnre is incapable of
being impregnated with any corrnpting leaven. That it is surrounded
by impurities, is admitted; the very waves of defilement roll around it in
every direction; yet, being spiritnal, His kingdom maintains its separate
distinctness and purity, and stands amidst the kingdoms of the earth as
pure and lovely as “ a lily among thorns,” shining as a luminous star
among the sin-blackened kingdoms of the earth, which are in comparison
only dark volumes of clouds passing away.

3. It is indestructible. Christ, unlike other monarchs, passes by that
which is material and perishable, and seizes that which is spiritual and
lasting, ““and cannot be destroyed,” for who can root it up? His
kingdom was small and greatly despised, and much opposed in its begin-
ning; so small was it that He Himself likened it to “ a grain of mustard
seed.”” It was indeed a mere sapling when He first planted it, and many
and cruel have been the attempts to uproot it, but it was destined to
live, to grow, to thrive and spread, and to become as a mighty forest,
shaking its beneficial fruits over the nations of the earth. He placed
within it the vital germ, the PROTOPLASM, or vital sap of spiritual life.
It has within itself vital principles which are not subject to the laws of
decay, germinating powers which other corporeal powers cannot touch
80 a8 to destroy; in other words, its /ife is INDESTRUCTTBLE.

Let us distinguish where differences exist; specially let us distinguish
the AsPECT of this kingdom. This, I maintain, is distinet and totally
different from its nature; men confound the two, and sometimes take
its appearance to be its nature. Now its nature never alters, never
varies, and cannot be changed. [ts aspect may chaunge, and does vary,
yet it always presents the aspect or appearance of mizfure. Outwardly we
see goats among the sheep, tares with the wheat, fuolish and wise virgins
together, Lill the Bridegroom comes. Yet the tares and wheat differ in
their very nature. Is not this partly what Mr. Battersby alludes to?

I1.—It Dirrers Ix 178 CONSTITUTION. In this kingdom all centres
in the King. For instance— .

1. He 1s the embodiment of perfect Law. *Thy law is within my
heart.” He Himself is as the statute book of the realm, containing all
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the laws of the empire. His subjects see in Him a living law, the laws
of His kingdom. No other king ever placed before his subdjects all the
statute laws of his kingdom inviolable in his own person and life—Jesus
did. The laws of His kingdom are seen in the daily, practical exempli-
fication of His life.

2. He 1s the embodiment of perfect nove. He rules by love, for
while He reigns aver His enemies He rules in His saints. The one is
the reign of power, the other of affection.

3. He is the embodiment of perfect wispoM. “ Forin Him are hid all
the treasures of wisdom.”

4. He is the embodiment of perfect Powsr. He can carry into effect
all His plans. They are framed by infinite goodness and wisdom, and
accomplished by His unerring power. With Him there can be no mis-
carriage; He never had to recall His forces, but then, be it remembered,
His power is not governed by arbitrary will alone, but His power is ever
influenced by the most perfect holiness, and always regulated by the
most perfect equity, and by righteousness the most exalted.

5. He is the embodiment of perfeci PEacE. Here in Him as the
“ Shiloh,” as the noble Prince of peace, the sinner finds a calm, and the
depths of profonnd repose. His kingdom is tke kingdom of peace, where:
thousands have found the deepest tranquillity. Who would not be a
subject in such a kingdom?

6. He is the embodiment of perfect cLorY. And why? Because in
Him there is the perfect embodiment of every virtue, of every moral
quality. “ Grace is poured into His lips,” and in Him shines every
light, every moral ¢xcellence.

111.—It Drrrers Iy 1Ts ExTENT. How and by whom are the
boundaries of His kingdom fixed? Doubtless in what is secrel to us,
the boundaries of that vast kingdom are fixed in covenani, both as regards
purpose and design. But visibly the dimensions are staked out and the
boundaries are fixed not by the wish, the will, or the power of man, but
by the SPIRIT in regenerafion; and regeneration alone, as co-extensive
with the atonement, will determine with exactness the ezfent of His
kingdom; ¢ for except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom
of God "—/e cannot enler it.

1V.—It Drrrers 18 1Ts DuraTioN. This, I argue, partly from
its nafure, and partly from the divine will, for when all other kingdoms
have passed away this will stand in all its purity, glory, and complete-
ness. It was the divine will that it should become established in the
earth, so much 8o as to defy all opposing powers. It must and will brave
every storm, will live in spite of the angry passions of men, will grow in
spite of every effort to crush it. It is destined to be triumphant, and
will eventnally overcome all the malice and all the allied powers of earth
and hell. O Jesus! Thine is the kingdom ! Thine is the power, and
THINE is the GLORY.

Hap we no other happiness and blessedness than here below, God
being so great a God, would have been ashamed of our condition; but
not so; seeing He hath prepared for us the same happiness Himself
possesseth and enjoys, meet for the children of so great a King.—Dr.
Goodwm's Marrow.
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A LETTER FROM NORTH AMERICA.
By R. J. LapworTH.

EAR MR. BANKS, and brother in the Lord, our one common
Saviour and gracious Redeemer, JESGs CHRIST, the eternal Son of
Gob, and yet ‘“ Brother born for adversity,”—1I have often thought of yon
since our very happy and pleasant meeting at Wythall Heath, and often
do I look back upon the past with feelinus of deep gratitude and thaok-
fulness, remcmbering all the way the LORD has led me these many years
in the wilderness. I hope you will not think I have forgotten your
kindness. I have heard from several friends that my former letter to
you appeared in the VEsscL. I must tell you a little of our present
circumstances; which leads me to say our coming here has not been a
success; and I often think of your words to me at *“ Prospect House,”’
Weather Oak-hill, when you made this remark: “ Was it not too late in
the day?” referring to my age; and again, when referring to dear
Cowper’s words—
# Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face "—

you remarked: “ Might not this be a frowning providence? " I cannot
say f 7s not, neither dare I say 1T 18; but this one thing I can say, If
the Lord did not will my coming, He permitted it, and thas far has
watched over me and mine, not permitting ns to want any good thing,
nor any harm to come nigh our persons, or our dwelling-place, whether
upon the land or the sea. When I think of these things, my heart goes
up in silent gratitude to God for all His goodness and His mercy mani-
fested towards me, and the dear ones belonging to me.

You will ask why I am not succeeding here in the far West. I dare
say you remember another remark you made when in conversation
with me; it was this: “ You will find they don’t want Mvcy GOSPEL
over there!” 8o I have found it. A young Englishman who is
sojourning here said to me, a short time since: * You will find the till
and the dollar are the chief attractions here:” and I find it is so, whether
in the street, or in the store, on the rail, or in the tram-car, the
““almighty dollar” is the main subject of conversation, so that the poor.
the tried, and the tempest-tossed one, finds refuge only in his Gop, and
feels himself weaned more and more from the world, and all the glare
and vanities of this time state.

You will naturally want to know how it is I am not succeeding. In
the first place, an unordained minister here ‘is thought but little of, as
he is not thought qualified to perform the duties devolving npon a
minister; such as to bury, baptize, marry, or to administer the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper; consequently, I am not considered elivible to
undertake the office of the pastorate. Secondly, the great want of the
people appears to be a highly intellectual ministry; or else something
to amuse or tickle the ear, or the fancy; or, again, something of a sensa-
tional character; and then, having these qualities, a man may for a time
succeed; but, as you know, your unworthy correspondent does not possess
theselqualiﬁcations, and he natarally finds himself unacceptable with the
people. .

I will proceed to inform you that at the present I am laying at
anchor, having no employment, neither temporal nor spivitual. The
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Baptist place is closed again. I supplied five Sundays and another
Englishman two, and, although he was an ovdained minister, he has not
been invited to continue his services. I must tell you of something which
will surprise you. After wandering about in search of a Gospel preacher,
I am thankful to say 1 have found one in the rector of Steven’s Point,
and an old friend of yours, Mr. Hexry Warrs, formerly of London.
He tells me that he preached his first sermon inu your old chapel, at
Unicorn-yard, and his pastor was Mr. RoBeERT BowLEs, of London.
He inqguired of me if he was still living. I could not tell him. He has
desired me to remember him kindly to you, although he says he expects
you have forgotten him ere this. His brother-in-law, Mr. Cracknell,
had just pald him a visit, before I made his acquaintance, or else I
expect | should have had the-pleasurc of meeting with him at the
rectory. I understand from Mr. Watts that Mr. Cracknell is making
the tour of America before he returns to England. Mr. Watts left
England for Canada about twenty years ago.

I am truly glad to find in this Western State so clear, so faithful a
minister of Christ’s Gospel. 1 can assure you, my dear brother, with
him it is CHRIST, and H1x oNLY, in the solemn matter of the sinner’s
salvation; and I can testify, so far as I may be considered a judge of
Gospel verities, that Mr. Henry Watts preaches the Gospel of the grace
of God nnto the inhabitants of Steven’s Point, in all its fulness, freeness,
and power. 1 would also add that his senior warden is from London—
Mr. Weston by name; but whether he might be known to you I cannot
tell. You will see—by these few items of information—I am, in a
certain sepse, at home, and among old friends, as it were, and yet not at
home, as I cannot say that ] am so much at home amongst the episcopal
forms and ceremonies as I am when engaged in our more humble
forms and unostentatious modes of worship.

Now, under these circumstances, I feel unsettled; in fact, I have
pretty well made up my mind to return to Eogland in the Spring of the
present year; and (D.v.) hope to reach my native town of Birmingham
in the coming May or June; where, if the Lord will, I hope for a time
to find a rest for the sole of my foot, and to look around and consider
what I had better do next. I sometimes think the Master of the vine-
yard may have a work for me to do as an itinerant in His service; if so,
I should feel a heartfelt pleasure, if thought worthy to do so, to engage
in this branch of His service; or, if He think well for me to engage
only in the basiness of the world, I hope I should be enabled to do so in
an upright and honourable manner; and by my life and conversation at
all times show forth His praise.

Before I close, I wonld just say I am not complaining of the country
or the people; it is a land of pleuty, good wages, and cheap provisions.
A good piece of beef may be bonght for twopence-halfpenny or threepence

er pound, a leg of mutton for fivepence per pound, butter and eggs for
about half the price in England, and other things according; but clothing,
hosiery, hats, boots, &c., are much dearer than in England; to counter-
balance this, wages are much higher. The young aud the healthy may
easily earn three dollars a day—such as carpenters, wheelwrights, masons,
blacksmiths, printers, tailors, &c., also railway employés. I have a
neighbour, a brakesman on the line, who is receiving three-and-a-half
dollars per day; but, as you remarked, it is too late in the day for me to
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think anything about this; so I am not deceiving myself by doing so.
I will only detain you'by just saying I have pnid a nine days’ visit to
La Crosse, & city one hundred and fifty miles from here; it is at the
outside bonndaries of the State of Wisconsin, and is situate upon the
banks of the Mississippi, which divides it from Minnessota. The Metho-
dist minister here invited me to preach in his chapel, which T was
enabled to do, in some measure and degree, from Paul’s words to the
Hebrews: ¢ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” 1
felt a sweet liberty in speaking of the eternity, divinity, and humanity
of the Son of God; how far the Word might be owned and blessed, the
coming day only will reveal. I felt a desire to push on to St. Paul’s, the
capital of Minnessota, and from thence to Manitoba, our own American
possession ; but could not do so, and therefore have returned, I trust,
with a thankful heart, to my home—where loving hearts were ready to
receive me.

And now, from my home in the * sunset land,” I would once more
bid you adieu, hoping and praying, if such be the will of God, that we
may meet again in the flesh; and if not, in that glorious land which is
afar off and yet near, where parting is never known, and where Lastern,
and Western, North and Southern nations shall meet together, washed
in the blood of the Lamb. May it be ours with the redeemed throng
gathered out of all nations unitedly to cast our crowns of glory at the
Redeemer’s feet, and sing His high praises for ever and ever, with an
earnest prayer for your present and everlasting welfare, and earnestly
desiring that your last days may be your best days, believe me, yours
very affectionately and sincerely, the “sparrow alone,” or wanderer in
the far West.

R. J. LAPWORTH.

Steven’s Point, Portage County, Wisconsin,
North America, Jan. 16, 1882.

[We were fearful our brother would not find a Gospel Paradise in the
American States. Mav the Almighty God bring him and his dear family
home again safely, and bless his labours for years to come. After all,
there is no place like England.—C. W. B.]

A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
To THE CHURCH AND THE FRIENDS WORSHIPPING AT SYDENHAM, OXFORDSHIRE,

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS,—May mercy, peace, and grace, and, above all:
the presence of our Triune God be with you. I feel I cannot let this period of the
year pass without writing a few lines to you. The past is still fresh in my mind.
Twelve months ago I was with you, and at our meeting on Christmas Day we were
all very happy; but, oh! beloved friends, what changes since then! The old
chapel you have spant some very preeious seasons in, and you have found it, while
waiting upon the Lord, to be the very gate of heaven to your soul, is no more; and
one that was with us then has gone home to join in the everlasting song. He bath
done with earth cares, carth sorrows and toils, and is free from all the mischief it
has wrought. We know not who will be the next. May we be found waiting when
the messenger comes ; and myself, that were with you then, is thousands of miles
away. But, my dear friends, there is one sweet consolation, that notwithstanding
all these changes, our God changcth not ; He is © the same yesterday, to-day. and
for ever.” His love is the same, He is the Friend that loveth at all times.
His love is a changeless rock; the billows of time, and the horrid waves
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of our waywardness may lash its sides, but can never shake it. Tt is everlasting
love. The poet said,— :

*“They who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love.”

It hath rejoiced my heart that the dear Lord hath been with you in the past year.
The work we commenced then you have seen completed. How many were your fears
then, and wondering where the money was coming from to build the new chapel.
The Lord has been better to you than all your fears and doubts. He raised upone
friend after another, that now you have a nice, comfortable place of worship; and
may He who said to Israel. “ Where Solomon built a temple for the Lord, there
will T meet with thee, and I will commune with thee,” realise that He meets with
vou and communes with you, under the ministration of His Word, that weak hands
may be strengthened, feeble knees confirmed, and fearful hearts comforted; and
althongh I am absent from you, I give thanks to God alway for you, making
mention of you in my prayers. May the Lord still be with you, both pastor and
people, is my carnest prayer.

And now, for a short time, let us contemplate our God under some of the
differcnt names and covenant characters He reveals Himself to the vessels of mercy;
one of which is that of *Jehovah-Jireh,” meaning the Lord will see, or provide;
and the Holy Spirit leads most of His children in one way or another through such
an experience to meet the manifestation of the mercy of a providing God. Many
of the Lord’s children are poor as regards this world’s goods, but rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom; and when all other help fails, the blessed Spirit causes the
heart to pant for Jehovah-Jireh, in the language, ‘* Lord, help me, for I cannot help
myself; Lord, T come to Thee, for Thou only canst help me through.” How many
instances we have in Scripture of a providing God! The prophet was fed
by the ravens, the widow's barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruise of oil
fail.

# It may not be my way—It may not be thy way:
But in His own way—The Lord will provide.”

Hence, David said, ¢ The Lord is my Shepherd, T shall not want;” and taking a
review of the past mercy and goodness of God, he exclaims, * Surely, goodness and
mercy shall follow me.” It had done so: and, with that sweet confidence, he
declares it shall follow him. Now, my dear friends, under this blessed covenant
character have you not realised the manifestation of the Lord, both temporally and
spiritually ? He is the God of all grace. There is something very beautiful in the
expression of the apostle Peter, * The God of all grace,” as though he would lead
our hearts to the fountain at once. He is the God of all grace. By the grace of
God we are convinced of sin; He is the God of pardoning -grace, restoring,
supporting, keeping, and death grace. Thus we want the manifestation of God,
under His covenant character as “ Jehovah-Shammah” (*the Lord is there”).
There are some of the children of God who, through fear of death, are all their life-
time subject to bondage. Death is unbearable without the Lord’s presence. Oht
then, to hear the voice of Jesus whispering peace to the soul! Assured all is well,
it can say with one of old. ** Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me.”

“ As surely as He overcame. and triumph’'d once for you,
So surely you that love His name shall triumph in Him too ;
Again He shall present our souls before His Father’s face,
And not a wrinkle or a spot its beauteous form deface.”

Now, my dear friends, I must conclude, praying that during the coming year
you may have the presence of God. I hope some day, if spared, to meet with you
again ; but if not on earth, in heaven I hope to meet you to spend an eternal
Sabbath, and tune our harps to the praise of Him that hath made us accepted
in the Beloved. 8o now farewell for a time, wishing you all a very happy Christ-
mas and a prosperous New Year.

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
G, WHITE,
20, Long-street. Cape Town, South Africa.

Mr. Levinsoln is preparing a series of articles on Russia, and the ['rogress
of Scripture Truth. The first paper will appear in our next number.
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“BEPHRAIM'S ANTI-TYPICAL AGE,
AS VIEWED FROM
THE ANCIENT MILESTONE.”
(SECOND NOTICE.)
BEFORE ascending the long flight of
stone-steps leading up intothe front hall
of “thc ancient mile-stonc,” a book-
vendor cntreated me to examine ¢ the
climax of curiosities,” which appeared
to be reached in Messrs. Strahan & Co.’s
illustrious and illustrated Day of Rest,
with fifty pictures, representing the
manger in Bethlehem at the time of the
blessed Saviour’s advent, and a variety
of the subsequent manifestations of the
ever-to-be-adored God-Man during His
sojourn upon this earth. * Sir,” said I,
“js this painting, this poetical, this
pictorial, this philosophical, this platitu-
dinal, this plausible state of things a
wholesome remedy, a soul-healing
compounded antidote for the miseries of
man’s fallen wretchedness?” ¢ Master
Critie,” exclaimed the book-vendor, “the
pictures are to please the eye; the poetry
isto touch the heart! I beg to ask, Can
anything be more Christ-like, or more
truly expressive of the real Christian's
breathing than the first portion of this
elegantly-adorned, and eloquent stanza ?
Do let me read it to you:—
‘To live for love, to pardon wroung,
To think that God is kind and just—
These things to every day belong,
Like honest work and earnest trust.
We would not meet this festival
With any straining of the heart;
Mav He who sees and succours all,
Make each one faithful to his part:
And let pretence be put away
This simple, cheerfual Christmas-day.'”
I can only stop now to say, If this Day
of Rest is to be instrumental in leading
the parsons and their people
“To live for love, to pardon wrong,
and if this singularly paint-and-pretty
print can
SWEEP PRETENCE AWAY,
it will be a very effective means of
hastening on the millenninum. But I am
called to immediately ascend these stone-
steps, to pass through the waiting-hall, to
turn into the left-hand chamber of Pro-
phetic Anticipations, there to consider
the propriety of issuing a series of papers
bearing this voluminous title,
“ALL ABOUT THE SPURGEONS!”

“ Good morning ! Tell the Day of Rest
publishers their novel issues shall have a
special review, if the fogs now so
prevalent will kindly leave our shores.”
In my first paper I carefully described
““the ancient mile-stone.” Suchanother

mile-stone is not to bc easily found.
Its top-most departments are four. First,
a waiting-hall; in that ball thousands
have waited, anxiously inquiring for the
Biblical, the spiritual, the practical

WAY TO THE HOME OF CHRISTIAKITY.

To my astonishment I found the waiting-
ball literally full to overflowing. Some
were seeking admission into the left-
hand chamber of Frophetic Anticipations.
Others wished to enter the right-hand
assembly of Retrospective Gazers; and
here and there was one (tired of reflec-
tion on the by-gones, and having no
heart for Speculations on the Future) was
only concerned to be found in the inner,
quiet, central palace of the Rest of
Divine Consolations. In this first outer-
hall there came to me a fine old gentle-
man, and asked, ‘ Do you remember
me?” “Oh,yes! Iknow you by your
eyes ! I have often thought of you, how
when it was difficult to find anyone to
preach your anniversary sermons for
some years, you fled to me, and I never
denied you.” *“Well; do you remember
my standing once with you on a plat-
form at a public meeting, when I said I
had been looking into my lexicen to see
if I could find the meaning of the word
¢ prejudice; and behold, there was no
such word to be found?” I well
recollect. In heaven there is no such
poisonous breath as prejudice doth pour
forth. The Bible will not keep company
with such a pestilential term. Dr.
Davidson—that beautiful expounder of
‘ Predestination '—silently ignores the
three-sentenced contaminator of human
society with contempt. But down-stairs.
sir,—

That venomons sting,

With tierce-fiving wing,

Sends its awful dart

Through many a heart,

And blindly slays its millions.

Hence, Nuttall says, ¢ Prejudice is a pre-
judging; pre-possession; it is an injury
of any kind' Barclay is a correct
expounder of words; he says. ¢ Prejudice
is from the Latin' (not from God’s
Hebrew, or Christ’s Greek, but from the
legal Latin), and it means *a judgment
or opinion for men before examination,
either in favour of. or against, a person:
it is mischievous; it is hurtful; it is
detrimental” And well I know it. 1
think before you hang a man, or curse a
man, or cast him into the pit of destruc-
tion, you should examine the man; tind
ont the root and reality of his character
in the main; so,with youreyes open, know
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for yourself that what youdo isjust and ,
right.” We parted: I turned into the !
hall of Retrospection; and the first
reflector I heard was

OLD WILLIAM PRYXNNE,

a barrister of Lincoln’s Inn. He had

been looking with his long, clear, power- |
ful telescope from the earliest part of |
1600 down to these fashionable ages of |
idolatry, and he was shouting out, “1f |
any man preach any other Gospel unto
you than that you have received, let him
be accursed.” Orif there come any unto
you, “ AKD BRING NOT THE DOCTRINE,"”
receive him not into your house, neither
bid him God-speed. ‘““Amen! amen!
amen !’ echoed from many an aged sire;
while some of the slender, spruce juniors
became exceedingly angry, looked red
in the face, and silently wished old
Master William Prynne and his co-
believers were in heaven.

“ Preachers of Novelties.” cried a voice
in a corner, * for the sake of your own
souls, and for the good of the souls ye
minister unto. let me beseech you to take
a leaf out of Paul’s letter to his beloved
Philippians. He wrote when his life
was hanging upon Nero's nod—‘‘As
always, so now, also,

“{CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED

“in my body, whether it Le by life or
by death.,”’ This stray voice brought
silent attention. ‘*“Bee, you young
orators,” continued the shrill sound,
“thereare three points. First, a Reference
to the past—‘as «lways.”’ Paul had
always preached a free-grace, God-given
CHRIST unto all the Churches. He had
but one subject, one theme, one text,
which was Christ Jesus, who loved tke
Church, and gave HIMSELF for it.
Secondly, There was assurance and con-
fidence in the present—*‘ 8o now, also.
But Nero has prepared the scaffold,
Paul; the sword is sharpened to take off
thy bead, if thou dost not deny the faith
thou hast preached. ‘Recant,’said Nero's
dark and deadly messenger, ‘or thy
blood will be spilt on the block.” Like
Daniel, who sat smiling in the den
where the fierce lione looked quietly on
him, so Paul, undaunted, exclaims, ‘As
always, so now also” The apostle will
die a thousand deaths ere he deny his
Master. The climax comes out without
a groan, Or a grunt, or a tear,—

¢ CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN MY

BODY; WHETHER IT BE BY LIFE
OR BY DEATH.

From whatever college, or court, or cot,
ye come, gentlemen, first be sure ye have
OHRIST in yourhearts; then, abide yein

Him; live and die for Him; and ye have
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no more need to fear the Popes, the
pirates, or the presidents, than has Christ
Himself.”

Other reflectors were looking on more
recent discoveries of the characlers and
consciences of the ministers of our own
century ; reporters were sccuring the
reflector’s notes; but a sonorous call
came, “ Mr. Critic, take these sheets of
writing on Al About the Spurgeons,”
which are now under close investigation,
Of them we speak next time we ascend
“ The ancient mile-stone,”

Contributions to a New Revision ; or,
a Critical Companion to the New Testa-
ment; being a Series of Notes on the
Original Text, with the view of securin
greater Uniformity in its English
Rendering, d&c. By Robert Young,
LL.D., author of the *Analytical
Concordance to the Bible,” &c. Edin-
burgh: G. A. Young & Co.; London:
sold by all booksellers. We are exceed-
ingly fond of Dr. Robert Young, of 14,
Grange-terrace, Edinburgh. We do not
think that man exists who has given
himself up to the constant research,
anxious study, and digging down into
the roots of the originals, more intensely
than has Robert Young. Whoever keeps
this ‘ contribution” by his side, and
refers to it when studying the New
Testament, will not care for the present
“new,” nor any future revision. If the
Spirit of God does not lead the
enlightened mind into God’s meaning of
any text, all the revisions of cosmopoli-
tan revisers will do no soul any spiritual
good. But wiseacres must be meddling.

“THE FIrsT ENGLISH PEER WHO
SUFFERED FOR CHRIST'S SAKE—We
have been in close connection with the
Protestant Printing Press for more than
sixty years. We have read and issaed
an untold variety and number of works,
of books, and of papers against the
heresies of that ever-spreading family,
whose head is called “ ANT1-OBRIST ;"
but we can recollect none which so
moved, so alarmed, so excited us, as Mr.
Stanford’s Scenes Taken from Life; or,
The Pilgrim of Ether Castle (published
by R. Banks). The title-page to the
original narrative contains over twenty
lines descriptive of its contents ; and he
must be a stoic, a sceptic, or a man with
a cold, marble mind, who can read this
monumental doorway into the chambers
of most extraordinary scenes, all so
awfully true, and not eagerly scek to
read it and circulate it for the benefit of
his neighbours.

1he Fireside, on “ Solomon’s Garden,”
and other papers, is varied.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

A LONDONER IN THE LAND OF
GOSHEN.

THe OLD TESTAMENT TYPE OF
PREACHING, &c.

[Turn wherever you will, the people are
speaking and writing about the parsons and
the preaching of the times we live in.
¢“ What does it mean?”  Grandfather
says: ‘‘ The School-Board, and the flood of
sensational, of social, of philosophical, and
of scientific papers ever flowing from the
press, have done itsll!” Itisan age of
light literature, but

GODLINESS WILL NEVER DIE OUT.
Godliness, as Swinnock puts it, is Soul-
work, it is God-work, it is Eternity-
work. The eternal God began the work
before Time, all through the ages the
Almiglity has carried iton, and its crowning
glory will he seen when the Prince of the
King of the earth shall come the second
time to gather Hissaints together. Please
read the following.]

MR. Epitor,—Oa my return from the
continent I halted in this busy city, and was
pleased to find some improvement in the
right direction. I heard one pulpit dis-
course ; uncle and I talked the matter over.
He said, * Where there is no pruning there
is certain to be a lot of pride. But here is
the mystery ; how can unfruitful branches
grow out of the Vine of Truth? For so the
Syriac version renders the divine Master’s
word, ‘I am the true Vine, and My Fatber is
the Husbandman ; every branch that beareth
not fruit 1N ME,’ &c.” Ah, how that explained
things! Much more in my notes, when I
get quietly home; [ mean (D.v.) to send you
the singular sermon ; for so they call all the
talk of pulpit men in these days., My uncle
startled me: “ What temple is that,” said
he, ‘“of which Paul speaks, * Who opposeth
and exalteth himself ahove all that is called
Gobp, or that is worshipped ; so that he, as
God, sitteth in the temple of God; shew-
ing that he himself ¢ God'”? “Oh,
uncle, what! is it not confined to Rome, not
to any false division of the so-called ¢ visible
Church’”? ¢ Certainly not; nor to any
Church, chapel, or mission-hall. The false
and fulsome orator’s heart is often that
temple, whence pride, presumption, and
Phariseeism sit, and act, and speak, as
though the eternal Author and Finisher Him-
self was there. 'This state of things is fear-
fully delusive. Of old it was written, ¢ Israel
is an empty vine; be bringeth forth fruit
unto himself,” When the miuister is not, as
John Owen writes, an imitator of Christ,
a representer of Christ, a man fired with
zeal for Christ, then the man himself will
sit supreme; and, unless the people can
idolise the man, their souls must taint by the
way. When self is to the front, and the
Saviour is behind, we must fear that branch
is from the empty vine, and not from * the
Viue of truth.”

T am about in eities, in towns, in villages,
and I ask, “Can you tell me where I can
worship under the man whose ministry is
according to Paul’s testimony, ‘ And my
speech, and my preaching, is not with entic-
ing words of man’s swisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power’?”
Oh, how my soul is exercised with fear Jest T
should think lightly of any one of the Lord’s
anointed ; but to me, to my poor soul, there
are so many empty vines, that I cannot
restrain the cry, ¢ Tell me, O Thou whom my
soul loveth, where Thou feecest, and where
Thou causest Thy flock to restat noon ! ” You
know, C. W. B., of the conversion of Martin
Booz, once a priestin Rome. He was sent to
prepare a dying woman for death. He told
her the good life she had lived would take her
to heaven safe enough. “No!” eried

THE DYING WOMAN,

“if I bad nothing but my good life to depend
upon, I would be condemned. I rely solely
on my Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.” At
this, the scales fell off Martin Booz’s eyes, he
had Christ revealed in bis soul, and bhe began
to preach Christ to all people. But often,
when he came before the gathered multitudes,
he would stand and cry, confessing that he
had nothing to say to them ; but the Holy
Ghost would so stir up his soul that he would
spontaneously pour out his deep emotiun ;
and the power would be so mighty that saving
blessings would be found by heaps of his
hearers.

THAT IS THE PREACHING WE WANT!
Where, where, in whom can it be found?
I do not say, Nowhere; but to the

POOR WANDERING COCENEY
it is a rare privilege indeed.
THE ANCIENT PREACHING TYPE.

The foregoing note of a wanderer in the
Goshen land of Suffolk, stirs in me a recollec-
tion of preaching for forty minutes the other
Sunday evening ; when, as scon as I had
closed the service, I ran home without speak-
ing one word to anyone ; because, all through
that service, [ bad been so bound in my own
soul, that really, after more than fifty years’
preaching, I felt I must give it up. My
people could not understand that ; but I bave
long believed that tbe ancient ‘‘ drink-offer-
ings ” were a type of the true Gospel preach-
ing. The zolden pipes emptied the golilen
oil out of themselves; and it may be often
the case that a golden pipe enjovs nothing
itself of the golden oil which the Spirit of
the Lord pours through him into other souls.

But to the

ANCIENT TYPE OF PREACHING.

After Jacob had been sowe time in a cold and
quiet frame, God called him to arise, and go
up to Bethel; and when he was coming out
of Padan-aram God appeared unto him, and
blessed him, and poured into Jacob's soul
some soul-confirming words. Yea, the Lord
filled Jacob’s spirit with promises and assu-
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rances most wonderful. After this, God went
up from him, nnd left Jacob in the place
where He had talked with him. That is as
it has sometimes been tound in the poor
minister’s study. In that quiet, retired
chamber, the Lord has come in and blessed
His servant’s soul, and has then gone up
from him.

What does Jacob do now? He sets up a

illar. The wminister goes to his pulpit and
Ee sets up Christ, the glorious Person of the
God-Man; and be poureth out a drink-
offering, and oil poured thereon. God having
poured blessings into Jacoh’s soul, Jacob then
poured out his drink-offering,

NOT FORGETTING THE OIL.

Whben a minister has to pull his sermon down
trows off the shelves of his memory (as the
tell-ringers pull the ropes to make the bells
to ring), it is hard work ; but when the soul
is filled with the Lord’s blessing, when the
unction of the Holy Ghost is on his soul as
well, then to pour it out is the most delightful
work. Yet, immediately after the minister
has poured out bissoul, as Jobn Bunyan tells
us, the enemy may assail him.

Pardon me if 1 give vou Dr. Trestrail’s
account of

ROBERT HALL'S PREACHING IN A

VILLAGE INN.
There is a village near Leicester (I hope
William Wehb will find it out and preach the
Go=pe] there), the village is called Clipstone,
and Dr. Trestrail says :—

“The incident I am about to relate hap~
pened on Robert Hall's return to Leicester
from one of these ¢ Clipstone meetings.” The
snow was falling fast as he called at Master
York's (a pious villape innkeeper). A first
he declined to dismount, but ultimately
yielded to urgent soiicitation to stay and see
if the weather would clear. He went into
the inner room, and was soon ahsorbed in
conversation. By-aud-by berose to go, but
Master York would not hear of it.

- *No, Mr. Hall, please. It is dark and

stormy. The smow bas been a-falling ever
sio’ vou eame, and is deep now. I wouldn’t
turn a dog out in sich a night. You can’t

go, for you would lose your way, and rome
to barm ; and, dear sir, I couldn’tstand that.’
Mr. Hall having looked out, saw that it would
be imprudent to go, and consented to stay the
night.

“ After awhile Master York suggested that,
as Lie was detained by the weather, he should
preach.

¢ Preach to whom, sir?’

+ ¢ Why, to the people of the village, to be
sure.’

¢ Whoever would come out to hear me,
sir, on uch a night as 1his?’

f¢ Well, now, Mr. Hall, if I get some of
‘em to come, won’t you sav a few words ?’

<<« Well, sir, if any of the neighbours do
come, I will’

4 |p a moment, overjoyed with his success,
the dear old man sallied out with a lantern,
sent bLis wife in one direction and his son in
apother, to telf the good fulk that Mr. Hall
was there, and would preach.
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** Why, Mr. Trestrail, the whole village
was astir in no time. You could see lanterns
everywhere. This room was soon filled, and
then we had to borrow chaire and forms, for
the big 'un was filled too; and so Mr, Hall
stood in the doorway and preached tous. And
didn’t he go on grand! It would have done
vour heart good to have been there and heard
‘un.’

*“¢“Do you remember what he preached
about, Master York 7’

“‘Do I remember? Likely thing I should
ever forget that. He preached from this text:
21 saw no temple therein. He talked in
so wonderful a mannper about the glory of
heaven, and the worship which the saints
would offer to God, that I forgot where I
was, and thought I was up there. Yes,
indeed, my dear pastor, my poor little public
that night was turned into the house of God,
and the gate of heaven. After supper Mr.
Hall became silent, and I heard him sigh two
or three times. So I said to ’un, * Anything
the matter, Mr. Hall?”

*¢ Yes, Master York, very much. I am
in great doubts as to my state. I sometimes
fear I have never been converted, and it dis-
tresses me exceedingly.’

‘¢ Why sure, Mr. Hall, ¢hat canna he
anyhow, How do you think you could a-
preached as you did to us to-nightif you
hadn’t a been converted ?°

‘¢ Master York, what do you consider to
be a decisive proof of conversion ?’

‘¢ Why, then, Mr. Hall, I think that it
a man loves and fears God he is about right.
Don’t younow ?’

‘¢ Love and fear God, Master York? Ido,
indeed I do.

‘¢ And then, Mr. Trestrail, how he did go
on, to be sure. I never heard such things
about God Almighty before, except in the
Bible. He talked ahout our world, and then
about other worlds; about the sun, and the
moon, and the stars, as all made by Him ;
about His wisdom and power ; about sin and
the awful ruin it bad caused : about God's
pity and love fur us poor sinners, sending His
dear Son to di» for us; about pardon and life,
everlasting life—that 1 wor indeed quite
amazed like. It seemed to me as if he could
ha’ gone on talking about these things for
ever and ever. Obh, sir, it wor wonderful,
wonderiul, indeed it wor. Though the clock
bad struck twelve, I wor sorry when it wor
over. He got up, took my hand—ah, so
kindly—and sail,—

¢ Master York, I am thankful that the bad
wr ather stopt me, and that you kept me here.
You have lifted a load off my mind, Master
York. 1 shall sleep in peace. Gocd-night.’

“¢Just you think, now, that such a poor
creature as I am should really ha’ helped such
a wonderful man as that, Why, my dear
pastor, 1 stood there and cried like a babhy.’

‘“ What a contrast does this remarkable
interview presentto us! How widely differ-
ent these two men, in intellect, attainments,
and character! But not less striking, as
aflording an instance of the power of simple
faith to enable an almost wholly uneducated
mind to apprehend and grasp the most vital
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truths of the Gospel, and to present them in
a form so clear and simple as to lift the loftier
intellect out of the region of doubt and fear
into one of peace and joy.”

MR. W. SHEPHERD AT SOUTH
CHARD.

A most interesting meeting was held at
South Chard Baptist chapel, on January 10,
1 have been favoured to attend the meetings
of our highly-esteemed friend, Mr, Shepherd,
for many years; but the last was certainly
the most cheering and encouraging. Mr.
Shepherd lives in the affections of the people;
he is instant in season and out of season, in
ministering to them the good Word of life.
The Lord has blessed the Word, feeding the
flock of slaugbter.

It is a comfort, in this day of drought, to
find some spots where the Redeemer’s name
is exalted and extolled. This is the theme in
the ministry of our dear friend. I trust he
will be spared many years to preach among
the people of his charge the unsearchable
riches of Christ.

On the occasion referred to, the school
children, with the teachers and superinten-
dent (Mr. Larcombe), and a goodly number
of friends, assembled at the chapel, when
pieces were recited by teachers and children
of a most useful nature. The service was
-opened with singing, prayer, and an address
by pastor W. Shepherd. A touching part
of the service was a well-arranged and
expressive address to the pastor by Miss
Wellington, after which she presented to
him, in the name of the Church and congre-
gation, a purse containing £16 13s. 8d., a
practical proof of the high esteem in which
Mr. Shepherd is still held hy the people.

While listening to the expressions of
thankfulaess to the Lord uttered by Miss
Wellington and the superintendent of the
school (Mr. Larcombe), who takes a lively
interest in the welfare of the children, and
the cheerful, happy state both of pastor and
people, we could silently say, *‘ Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His
benefits.” You are well aware our friend,
Mr. Shepherd, has laboured many years
among his people at South Chard, and of his
self-denying lahours there is ahundant proof.
It may well be said respecting him, I seek
‘mot yours, hut you;” and considering his
pressure of business, together with manifold
trials, afflictions, and bereavement which he
has heen called to pass througb, he has given
abundant proof, by tbe grace of God, of the
deep affuction of his heart toward this portion
of the Church in the wilderness. Of the use-
fulness of Miss Wellington and other workers
among them, nothing need be said; their
record is on high.

R. VARDER.

Yeovil, Fehruary 11, 1882,

LINCOLN.—Our correspondent says:—
Mr. B. B. Wale has been recognised as
pnstor over the Newport Chureh, which is a
branch from the Mint-lane cause. More
information is promised ; but on the whole,
for many reasons, we have the heart-ache.
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TASMANIA WANTS A PASTOR! —
WHO WILL GO?
PASTOR DANIEL ALLEN’S ACCOUNT OP

ONE OF Mr. JAMES WELLS’ FRIENDS.
—HER LiFs, DeaTH, &c.

(Tothe Editor of the ““ Earthen Vessel.”)

MY DeaArR BROTHER IN THE Lorp,—
Love, mercy, and peace be multiplied unto
you by the blessed Redeemer. I enclose to
you the letter from Hobart, Tasmania, in
which is set forth their waat of a pastor, and
the kind of pastor they need. The small
remnant of God’s dear people left in that
capital of Tasmania I have known for these
last thirty-five years, This Church was
formed by pastor Henry Dowling about fifty
years ago, in the house of brother Ware,
onc ea member of Mr, John Stephens’. A
minister’s house and chapel was built and paid
for many years ago, and the dear people have
passed through many trials and difficulties
both before and since the death of my dear
late pastor Duwling, but they still live, and
desire the testimony of the Lord, you see.
Do what you can for them, by making known
their need of a minister. I have known the
brother who writes the letter for thirty-five
years. I know him to be true and faithtul
in the Lord. I send you from the same dear
brother as before £5 for the needy aged
servants of the Lord, to whom you minister in
those things of which they have need. The
dear brother who sends this help to their need,
asks for their prayers to the Lord for him,
that the Lord may bless him in this the end
of his pilgrimage, that in tbe eveniag time it
may helight,and tbat he may have an abun-
dant entrance into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and it
these recipients can seek the Lord for me
also, I shall be very glad to be remembered
by them.

We bhave just committed to the dust the
mortal remains of a dear sister in the Lord,
who was much rfflicted for thirty-six vears,
mostly confiaed to her bed or couch all that
time, especially so the last ten years. She
was a member of the late Mr. James Wells’
Church hefore she came to Sydney. Her
affection to Mr. Wells was very great, and
now she is gone to be with him in glory,
present with the Lord. - Her name was
Caroline Franklin. She fed very greatly
under the ministry ot Mr. Wells. Hence,
during her thirty years’ sufferings iu this
city she fondly cherished his memory. She
would always fire up for him, in the face of
all objectors. I tell you, although she was
so weak and frail, she used tv fire off some
tremendous guns from the ramparts of pre-
destination and election, enough to hlow the
city up in confusion. Her own persona! afflic-
tions have been added unto by her husbaud
heing formerly imbecile, and for many years
blind, so that her’s has heen a house of aﬂi@-
tionindeed. Yet, the Lord has been all-sul-
ficient for her, and has made her strength
equal to her day; and her needs have been
well supplied. The dear people of God here
have, for a long time, ministered to her 30s.
per week in all by different hands. and means,
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apd ways, and for some time 40s., as a
nurse was necessary to attend to her. Our
dear sisters too, I must sy, have heen like
ministering angels to her in their attentions
in these last moments of time, just before
eternity opened to her view. = We read
and expounded at her grave 2 Cor. iv. 15
down to v. 10. This was her order of holv
things. The following Lord’s-day we read
and expounded Matt, xxv. 31—40. This, I
maintained, did belong to our ministering
apgels, who attended so lovingly to Chrixt’s
littte one. Some silly people do not
care to do anything for the Lord Jesus,
unless they get regeneration, justification,
and glorification, for it; but we poor people
think somuch of Him, that we would toil to
death for one word of His blessed commen-
dation. ‘‘Come, ye blessed of My Father,”
ete.

The land and house is one thing, my deeds
as evidence that the properly is my own is
another. The people have all become lunatics
now-a-days, they see nodifference between a
meadow and a sheep’s skin, no difference
between the land, “The kingdom prepared
for you,” ete., and the deeds, or evidence.
1 was sick, and ye visited Me,” ete. As the
people have been moon-struck by Arminian-
ism, so as not to see this, I hope they will
soon be sun-struck by God Himself, our
Sun, sc that they may see light in His light.
The Lord bless His people.

Qursister Franklin was perfect in Christ,
but not in the flesh—none of Mr. Wells’
people are. They all spit fire in the face of
fleshly perfection, I find, everywhere—so did
she.

When I was a hearer, the preachers used
to stumble me very greatly at funeral
sermons. All dead people were so good,
dead ; wbo, when living, were rather bad. 1
thought the ministers told lies at the gate of
eternity. If I did not know the dead so
praised up, I used to say, ‘“Ah, he wasa
good Christian, but I am the devil’s own
child.” This was my experience under
funeral sermons. So I now run shy at the
grave’s mouth about extolling the virtues of
the dead. When I come to take my uni-
versity degrees in the schoo) of Christ, I soon
saw that in the world there has been no
change since—

“ Seven cities strove for Homer dead,

Through which the living Homer begged his

bread.”

'Tis sad to see this paganism in the Church.
1 thus write, because when I thus wrote you
of our brother Emery, some of your English
pagan-Christians wrote me a most insulting
letter, because I said he was not perfect in the
flesh, which letter I put in the fire. I have
found tbat some people, who think tbey are
all unction, savour, and dew, have more of
hellfive than of these holy excellencies. I saw
alunatic in the asylum, and he said, *‘ This
building is my palace, and this is my park,”
pointing to the meadow around the asylum.
But his possession only existed in his insanity.
Somany fiery spirits talk of unction, savour,
and dew, when these boly things only exist in
tlieir misapprehension of them, Fury, wrath,
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anger, and revenge, are not fruits of these
heavenly roots, bt love, mercy, and peace,
The Lord give us these.

I have just got the blind widower of our
sister into a comfortable institution for life, if
he desires to stay in it. Thus the Lord is fast
accomplishing the number of His elect to
people the mansions He has prepared iu the
house of His glory. O, to be there!

“Oft are its glovies coufessed,
But what. must {t ba to he there ?
Oh, what must it be to bo thero ?"

A few more sighs, and groans, nud tears,
and
“ We shall mareh up the golden street,
And ground our arms at Jesus' feat,”
“Then {n a song for ever new,
The glorious theme will still pursue,
That grace triumphant reiguos.”

The Lord be with you, and bless you, dear
brother, botb you, and your readers, ever
more. Amen.

I remain, in much affection,
Your’s in the Lord,
DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor.

Sydney, October 20, 1881.

LETTER TO PASTOR DANIEL ALLEN.

DeaR S1rR,—The Committee of the Baptist
Church here have, after prayer for Divine
direction and due consideration, thought it
desirable to write to ‘Pastor White, of the
Baptist Church, Launceston, as.he preached
for us recently one Lord’s-day. He advised
us to write to Pastor Allen, Baptist Church,
Castlereigh-street, Sydney, on this matter,
The committee met last evening, and I am
directed to write you accordingly, as you
kuow something of us, and we feel assured
will endeavour to do your best on behalf of
part of God’s Zion in her very low state.

Past circumstances have painfully shown
us “not to lay hand suddenly on any ran,”
so that we do not again engage a minister
unless known to some of us or to others we
can confile in. The Church funds, after
paying many debts, are low, and whoever
comes, must be instrurnental in raising, with
God’s blessing, a congregation and funds
for his suppert, which must consequently
be, for a season at least, very limited ; but
we think that any minister, poscessing
the gitts and graces laid down in 1 Timothy
iii., would, under the Divine blessing, succeed,
The Lord’s-day school i3 tolerably well
attended ; but the congregation small. What
with the last unsuitable minister, the Ply-
mouth brethren, and the Christians so styled,
we have had much to contend with. Please
lay our cause hefore God’s Zion, to whom you
minister, for their prayers and consideration
in our behalf. There are too many ecalling
tiiemselves ministers of Christ in the colonies,
ready to fill the office of the ministry, and
from whom we would reverently pray,
“Good Lord, deliver us.” As you know our
requirerent, I beg to add, if a suitable ane
cau be found, middle aged, and ot amiahle
disposition, gifts from above would he
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acceptable. With kind regards to yourself,
family, and friends, I remain, dear sir,
Yours in Christ Jesus,
F. 8. EDGAR, Secretary.
Hobart, Tasmania, August 20, 1881.

[We oMer secret prayers to the Lord, that
HE would, in mercy, send unto these dear
people A PASTOR ACCORDING TOo His
owN HEART.—C. W.B.]

WEST CROYDON.—On January 24 the
annual meeting of the Derby-road Baptist
chapel took place. After tea, at public
meeting, Mr, Tburston presided. Praise
and prayer; then our treasurer read annual
report, showing there had been paid off' the
school debt tbis year, £67 12s. 7d., reducing
the debt to £123 9s. We hope to clear this
in two years. The report met with ~ ".carty
response. Brother E. Beazley gave us kind
words of exhortation in his usnal Christian
manner, Our superintendent read the
annual Sunday-school report, showing steady
grogre%s: scholars numbering over two

undred. The meeting was encouraging.
We have mueh to thank the Lord for.—
JoaN E. Roweg, Sec. [Having known
our brother Thurston for many years, we are
gratified to find him still progressing in the
good work. A quieter, more sincere minis-
ter, it will be difficult to- find. He is sur-
rounded by four other Baptist Churches in
Croydon ; but His LorD supports him in
His work, his friends stand firm, faithful,
and affectionately round him, and have done
so for a long period of time. Surely, it any
man has cause to preach the glories of
Christ’s Gospel, until all his work is done,
and then to ‘“sit and sing himself away to
everlasting bliss,” it is pastor J. C. Thurston.
-C. W. B.]

DALSTON.—At the seventeenth anni-
versary of opening of Forest-road chapel, on
Yebruary 14, Mr. J. H. Dearsly, the late
pastor, preached, and was happy in the work ;
the people werc happy in hearing. After
tea the evening service commenced. Mr.
Dearsly read a portion of the Word of God.
Prayer was offered by Mr. Moxham. The
chairman made special reference to the
words, ‘‘ T will bless you,” which gave a
clear and sweet tone to the whole meeting.
Mr. Edwin Langford expressed himself well
on the nature of man as the work of God.
Mr. W. Flack told out very precious things
on the boundless love of God, and the merits
of His Son, together with the work of the
Trinity in unity in effecting the salvation of
sinners. W. Winters followed with notices
of the lives of the patriarchs. Mr. J. L.
Meeres very warmly and powerfully ex-
pressed the preciousness of God's unquench-
able love, as seen in the life and death of
Christ, as also in His people. Mr. J. Hall
on the love of God; Mr. W. Osmond and
Mr. W. Moxham spoke trutbfully, and the
Benediction from the large-hearted chair-
man closed this Christian festival, — W,
WINTERS.

93

DORSET-SQUARE. — MounT Ziovw,
HiLL-STREET.—MR, EDITOR,—* Charity
never faileth ”” is written in the Book, and it
has been practised in what my aged friend
was wont to call ‘° Old John Foreman’s
chapel,” for forty-four years. You kuoow
our old pastor, our good old deacon Read,
and many of our old members, have been
called from the House of Cotnmons up to the
higher mansions, where nothing is common,
where they stand nof asking, as my neigh-
bour, Martin Tupper, doth, seven times,—

“0 death, what art thou? ™

No! the three-fold secret has been diccovered
by them, what death is, what the soul
passeth through, and what it is to enter into
these unmeasured spheres, wherc “the
spirits of just men are made perfect.”” When
I came back from the colonies, and found
all the fatbersgone, 1 asked a friend whom
I met on the way, “ What! has James
Wells gone home ?” ¢ Ah! indeed, his soul
is, and his remains are laid in Nunhead,
where a lofty monument tells all about
him.” “I'll go and see it: and is John
Foreman called away?” ‘“Obh, yes; long
since.” *‘Is Mount Zion shut up, did you
say?” “No! shut up? No! it looks
better than ever. It has a new kind of in-
terior; some new deacons; a heap of new
members ; a new kiand of pulpit; and a new
pastor, Mr. G. W. Shepherd, whose minis-
try is almost universally appreciated. A
man to gather in a new generation, and who
preaches the Gospel in an edifying style and
excellent spirit.” Well, Mr. Editor, in
January last I went to the Infaunts’ Friend
Annual Gathering. There I saw Mr. G. W.
Shepherd presiding over the public meeting
in a pleasant manner. C, Wilson, Esq.,
read a cheering report, and showed the
merciful and charitable help it had rendered
to many who were entire strangers to them.
He (as I understand) said :—Some of the
ladies, in visiting the poor in the hovels of
the neighbourhood, had witnessed much good
done. Both Mrs. Shepherd and Mrs. Wil-
son had gone into some places with great
fears; but had beem preserved and helped
while reading the Scriptures: and the un-
couth and navvie-looking were brought into
confrition by the kindness and gentlenecss
manifested hy the ladies, and the influence of
God’s Word. Having been thus kept, saved,
and helped in the past, they were encouraged
to go forward. Mr. J. L. Meeres, in an un-
usually forcible manner, advocated the
claims of the Society. He had been with
them since its establishment, and always felt
intevested in its welfare. Mr. Styles said
Brother Meeres spoke like a king, with
power. Mr. Wilson had at times enter-
tained fears while Mrs. W. was engaged iu
carrving out the objects of the Society in
certain districts; but he was grateful to
God for His protecting care towards her.
Mr. Shepherd followed iu the same strain.
All who spoke expressed a hope that, as
Brother Meeres had been with them so long,
he would be spared to join in the jubilee
services of the ** Hill-street Infants’ Friend
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Society.” T felt this is a good work ; and it
proved to me that the fruits of heaven’s truth
1s practical charity. Amen. — ONLY A
WANDERER.

THE LATE MRS. WILLTAM DRAKE,
OF SITTINGBOURNE.

Our long-esteemed brother has been called
to see the finish of the earthly pilgrimage of
one to whom he had been united for very
many vears. Io the course of his note tous
he says:—

¢ She once told vou she enjoyed Christ’s
presence ; and was blessed with communion
with Him. On the Tuesday following last
Good-Friday T left ber in health at two
o’clock, was called home at three o'clock,
found her prostrate. A blood vessel had
burst in her head; the use of her right side

and the power of speech taken away ; was put ;|

to bed and never raised from it till she was
taken fiom it alifeless corpse. She lay seven
calendar manths, within a few hours (April
19 to November 18); could not take a
crumb of food ; lived wholly on herself and
suction ; naturally stout, at last a skeleton.
Through the loss of speech, unable to com-
municate anything in regard to her feelings,
desires, etc., suffered much at times. By the
expres~ion of her countenance I believe she
enjoved, at times, the presence of JESUS.
She loved us to read, pray and converse to her
of Him. T was much favoured myself on
these oceasions with fellowship with Christ.
Her pains were great in her dving moments;
the muscles of her throat being contracted,
and having the thrush a day or two before her
dissolution, it became literally stopped, so
that ouly a drop or two of milk on a feather
could be administered to moisten it; which
caused a great struggling for breath; and at
last she seemed literally choked. How
deeply mysterious are the ways of God ! and
yet 1 all things He is gracious to His
dear children. No loss, cross, temptation,
pain, sickness, disease, ete., can alter the
saints’ standing in, or even indicate amy
change of God’s love to them. Here one
event happens to all as it regards pains and
circumstances, and Qod is still saying in all
He cells His children to endure, ‘ In blessing
T will bless you.’

“ 1 enclese a few humble lines which I
wrote 1o her about fifty years since; fifteen
years betore we were married, 1 had no
thought then that she would be my wife ;
she was then a member of the baptized Church
of Chbrist, Zion Cbapel, Clover-street,
Chatham, eighteen years of age. My desires,
as expres~ed iu these lines, for her spiritual
welfare were truly fulfilled. She was a
woman of a meek and quiet spirit, of a lowly
mind, loved the trutb, and the Lord’s dear
people, walked bumbly with God, her hope
was alone in the Person and finished work
of Christ, and nothing would satisfy but the
revelation of Jesus to her suul by the Holy
Spirit. Brother Wise, who knew her per-
sonally, preached tbe funeral sermon at
Mount Ephraim, Margate, Sunday, Nov. 27,
1881, God bless you, my dear brother, and
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still may you be a blessing to His Church, is
the prayer of your unworthy brother,
‘ Wn. DRAKE.”

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.—On Tuesday,
January 17, our dear pastor, Henry Brown,
and the deacons, gave what mny now be
called their second annual tea to the members
of Bethesda (late Silver-street) chapel, invi-
tations to which, on this occasion, were like-
wise given to the congregation and seat-
holders. About 90 of the friends sat down to
a well-spread table, after which a devotional-
and social meeting was held, at which the
pastor presided. After singing and prayer,
the deacons and several of the friends
addressed the meeting, most of whown spoke
of the unauimity that existed in the Church,
and the gratitude they felt in being permitted
by God to sit under a sound Gospel ministry.
One of the deacons, in appropriate language,
then presented a testimonial to our dear
pastor and his estimable wife, which had been
privately subseribed to by the ladies of the
Church and congregation. Mr. Brown’s
consisted of a handsome walnut-wood writing
desk, well fitted with every requisite, while
Mrs. Brown’s was.a beautifully designed
floral album, with an elegant inscription.
This secret had been so well kept by the
ladies contributing, that it took all the male
friends by surprise; but as all were unani-
mous in feeling tbat it served our dear pastor
and wife quite right, there was no nnplea-
santness about it. Our pastor, who is never
at a Joss to express his thoughts in suitable
language, returned his hest thanks for him-
self and wife, and expressed his appreciation
of the kindness he had nniformly received
since he had been located amongst them.
After several of the friends had expressed
their satisfaction at what had been done, the
meeting was concluded with praite and
prayer.—C. E.G.

REDBOURNE, HERTS.—Special ser-
vices were held at Mount Zion Baptist
chapel, Tuesday, January 31.  Above 100 sat
down to tea. The evening social meeting
was presided over by Mr. Ricketts, of Bed-
mont, who happily shewed this was the
annual pastor’s meeting. Several other
brethren spoke kindly, and our yuung friends
sung some suitable anthems. Altogether
the ineeting was a complete success. A
debt that has becn incurred in altering the
approach to the schoolroom amountiog to
about £1310s., was entirely cleared off. The
dear people at Redbourne can say, * What
hath God wrought!”

BROADSTAIRS.—The fourth anniver-
sary of J. W. Carter’s pastorate of Providence
Baptist chapel was celebrated on Jan. 25.
SBermon was preached ; a number ot friends
took tea; then 2 public meeting; good
attendance, The pastor presided. Ad-
dresses were given. It was through-
out very enjoyable. ‘‘ Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.” Praised be Hls name
for evermore.
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ROUND ABOUT THE EASTERN
PARTS OF LONDON.

Mg. Epitor,—I am a young man,
wandering about, feeling a conviction I
might be useful if it pleased the Lord toopen
a door for me. I am a member of open
communion assembly; not being at home
with the fare, I have wandered about. I
cannot tell bow staggered I am at the scenes,
the songs, the services altogether I have
witnessed, where D.D.’s and other performers
are called ministers of the Gospel. I have
been forced, unexpectedly driven to conclude,
and to say to my friend, “ If you would see
worship scripturally conducted, if you wish
to hear the Gospel fairly delivered, you must
go to the Strict Baptists. I beard Thomas
Stringer at Homerton-row, and [ was assured
they meant to invite him tosettle with them.
Mr. Bennett is a strong testifier of truth,
and people gather round hiin. Mr. Myerson
hids fair to have a larger Church, I think.
Tbhere are others I have taken notesof tosend
you; but, may I add, that I was at your
Sunday-school New Year’s meeting; also I
came jnto Speldhurst-road, when the children
recited pieces,sang hymns, and received their
prizes. That was a beautiful sight, and to
see and hear such a respectable, well-behaved,
intelligent number of children was a treat to
me. All was sacred, and of more interest
than I ean express. The New Year’s address
delivered by Mr. Samuel Banks to the
children, to the teachers, to the parents, and
to the people, was, to me, a well-composed
and well-expressed appeal to the hearts of all,
Some of us thought it should be printed and
circulated in our schools, I would gladly
assist in such an effort. Surely there are
many Churches in our county who would be
glad to have such a devoted young man as
the Lord’s servant, to raise up their classes
and congregations. Forgive my reminding
you, dear sir, of my anxiety to be useful.
More next time.

A WAITING SEEKER.

WOOLWICH.—Our happv old “ Enon ”
looked delightful on January 22, 1882, when
Mr. W. K. Squirrell was recognised as cur
pastor. The ministers who conducted the
services were faithful, solemn and interesting.
Our pulpit has had a variety of Jesse's sons
during the last few years. The Church has
been, we hope, divinely guided in her choice
of the present pastor. May he for many
years practically prove the truth of the
Pauline declaration, “ Qur Gospel came to
You not in word only, but also in power, and
in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance,”
&c. Then will the Church grow, acd surely
a new and larger Enon will be erected.

BRIGHTON.—The Church under Mr
Gray’s ministry (the happy successor to the
late Mr. Israel Atkinson) coutinuesin peace;
baptizings aod additions are cheering the
hearts of all who love to see the Re-
deemer’s kingdom extending. The chapel
i3 in Richmond-street, and is "well filled
with eager listeners and devout worshippers.

5

HADLEIGH. — At annual members
meeting, Wednesday, January 95, ahout
seventy sat down. The puhlie meeting was
presided over by brother F. Hircheock.
‘“ Kindred iu Christ for His dear sake ” was
sung, and the divine blessing implored hy
hrother Watson. The president referred to
the success which hail attended the distribu-
tion of cards for the collecting of money
towards clearing off the deht of £45, incurred
by the enfranchisement of the chapel, ahout
£24 having heen gatherer. He saiil they bad
peace and prosperity during the past year,
He joyfully presented their pastor with a
token of the esteem in which he was held by
his people. Brotlier G. Sewell spoke appro-
priately of the past, present, aod future,
designating the past year as “ one of the
hest they had experienced.” Brother B. J.
Northfield was happy in speaking of the
Church, congregation, school, ete.; he
thanked the friends for the manifestation of
their regard in the gift received ; expressing
his earnest desire for the prosperity of the
cause, and rejoiced in the testimonies of
the Lord’s blessing resting upon his miniatry.
May our God hless His own Word amoogst
us, that His Name may he glorified, and
His people edified. —A FRIEND To TRUTH.

CHATHAM, ENON.—The haptistry of
our new “ Edon " was opened for the first
time December 29, 1881. Brother George
Webb, after preaching an appropriate sermon
from Rom, vi. 22, immersed a brother in the
name of a Triune Jelhovah, to whom we
believe Gnd has been gracious in translating
him from the kivgdowm of darkness into that
of His dear Son. May He constrain nthers also
to take up their cross and fullow Him. Our
New Year’s meeting was on Januarv 2 1882,
Oue of the deacons took a review of rhe past,
tracing the Lord’s goodness from the forma-
tion of the Church in 1842 up to the present
period. Some warm-hearted addresses were
delivered hy brethren Milhourne and Holland.
A profitahle evening wasspent in anticipation
of that hlessed meeting above where we never
shall grow weary in prai-ing His dear name
who has done so much fur us.—J. C.

MIDDLESBOROUGH. — The Strict
Baptist Church, in the Hall, Boundary-road,
met in annnal aseembly on Januarv 2, 1882,
The company cheerful. the refreshment
excellent, the speakers flowed forth in the
Spirit, and through the revealed chanaels of
divine truth gave us iostruction, and a
review of infinite merey. Mr. D. Vernon
was president. Mr, Alick, on the words,
“ Holy Bihle,” came furth in & choice
address, Co-Pastor Builey took us up
among the * Seven Stars,” and brought us
down safe and well pleased. The pastor, D.
Vernon, led us so kinily through the cirele
of the *‘Seven Gollen Candlesticks,” we
all gathered up strength through the given
erace of our Lord, who made us feel at
home. [Young lsaac Tash may expect to
see us at his confirmation, when (D.v.) we
make our journey into the North.—ED.]
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JAMES HARRISON CAUGHT IN THE
POULTRY AND CARRIED UP
INTO HEAVEN.

[This lame, aged and poor brother is one of
our needy pensioners. In a note received
in January he says:—)

MY DearR BROTHER,~—1 have been in
much sorrow of soul since I wrote to you the
last time, and the Lord has withheld my daily
portions, but safrer reading this month’s
VEssEL bave had some little enlargement,
and the Lord has brought me back to sixty
vears’ experience, which has passed away. At
that time | was seventern years of age, a
poor wanderer without hope, and without
God in the world.

* Judgments nor mercies ne'er conld sway
My wandering feet to wisdom's way.”

No kind mother, she died in my infancy, and
a careless father; I waudered to London to
seek employment, hut on the Sunday mornicg
was stopped while passing through tbe
Poultry, to listen to rome singing and
praying. Although in my working dress,
was constrained to go into the chapel, while
ashamed to besern. 1 went up thbe gallery
until I got a :ight of the pulpit and saw
the minister, which was the verv man you
mention in this month’s VEsseL, Jobn
Clayton.

Oh, there is a time to bless the poor needy
soul, and the Lord blest him to my poor soul
that morning. I was favoured witb His

acious presence and His pardoning love.

be first bymn given out was like marrow to
my soul.

*Welcome, sweet day of rest,

That saw the l.ord arise,

‘Welcome to Lhis reviving hreast,
And these rejuicing eyes;

The King Himself comes near,
And feasts His saints to-day,

Here we may it and see Him here,
Andlove, and praise, and pray.”

If ever a poor sinmer was caught up to
heavenly glory, I was on that memorahle
occasion. | wasat that time in great concern
about my soul and bodily circumstances, and
the dear Lord comforted me by his preachiog,
the text heing thus: Seek ye first the king-
dom of Gud, and His righteousness, and all
these things sball be added unto you.”
Several times have I been favoured to preach
from those words, and the Lord has given
me, a8 poor worthless instrument, some seals
to my mirpistry. 1 received in a letter from
a sister in Cambridge some cheering account
of His approval of your labours down there,
which Liascaused her to tuke your publication
ever since that time. Although she is bed-
ridden, and canpot go from home, she is
conforted by their moothly perusal, and
prays tbe Lord to uphold and continue your
life to be a blessing 10 His dear people, for it
is, ' bread cast upon the waters, and is found
after many days.” Tue portion of meat
given me this day is this, ©* Whom I love I
rebuke and chasten.” ¢ Behold 1 stand at
the door and knoek, if any man hear My
voice and open the door, I will come in to
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him, and will sup with him, and he with
Me.” Oh, my dear brother, what a feasting
time will be the supper of the Lord!
From your true brother,
JAMES HARRISOX,

CAMDEN TOWN.—The annual recital
of pieces by the scholars of the Camden
High Schools, 168 Camden-street, Kentish
Town-road, took place on Wednesday even-
ing, Jan. 18, and was a pleasant opportunity.
Our pastor (Mr. J. Dawson) presided.
Several of the little ones recited pieces of
poetry, &c. All were unanimous that they
recited in a very creditable manner. Three
dialogues were rendered, causing special
attraction. Six of the infant girls enter-
tained the friends by singing very sweetly
by tbemselves a well-known hymn. Prizes
were given, with loving remarks from our
pastor. Towarids the close of an interesting
meeting, a scholar of the first-class boys
desired to read a letter to the eftect that he
and his fellow scholars, in order to testify
their esteern and affection for tbeir beloved
teacher (Mr. Freeman), had much pleasure
in presesting to him a very handsome
writing desk. The gift surprised Mr. Free-
man; but was received with a feeling of
thank fulness that his labours on their behalf
were so highly appreciated, as was evident
by their kindness to him. The friends of the
school and Chureh manifested their appro-
bation of Mr. W. Clifton’s services hy
makiog him a present, acknowledged in
appropriate remarks. A liberal collection
was made. Our pastor concluded a very
profitable meeting.

HADLOW. — New Year's gathering,
January 19, sermons were preached by M.
G. Webb. About seventy friends were
happy at tea-meeting. G. Tyler presided
over evening meeting. As the foundation
or keynote for thought, Brother Tyler gave
Isa. Ixvi.1,2. E. Beecher spoke of bumility,
wished it was more apparent. G. Webb of
God’s gnodness, followed by G. R. Segar, who
has prayerfully, and with an earnest desirve
to contend for a faithful ministry in our
midst, served the Church over tbirty years
as deacon. Brother Seager, on God's provi-
deuce to His people, dwelling most affect-
ingly on personal experience in a marked
and special manner.—{We know of no ran
who has carried the Chureh’s burden with
more patient perseverance, or, many times,
with a more eorrowful, yet hopeful heart,
than has our friend Mr. Seager, of Hadlow.
Surely be can declare God’s promise is true,
¢t As thy days so shall thy strength be.”’—
C.W.B.

HOXTON.—Oua Lord’s-day, January 29,
the pastor of Bethel chapel (Mr. Osmond),
after a sermon frora Gen, xlviii. 16, baptized
two young helievers, seals to his ministry.
They were aldded to the Church the first
Lord’s-day in February. We have reason to
hope that there are others who will soon
follow in their feotsteps, to the praise and
glory of our covenant Jehovah,.—H. M.
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DACRE PARK, LEE.

The first anniversary of eettlement of Mr.
W, K. Dexter as pastor of the Church, was
Tuesday, February 7. After tea, at public
meeting, the chapel was well fllled. inis-
terlal brethren spoke with an unction and
sweetness which will not soon be forgotten.
The chair was occupied by 8, Mart, E-q., of
Sutton-at-Hone, whose address and manner
were of a pleasing character. Rev. Robert
Marten, B.A., of Lee chapel, led up to the
throne of grace the hearts of the people in
earnest petition for help and hlessing.

The chairman (after a brief address) called
upon the pastor, Mr. W. K. Dexter, to 'give
a shori summary of the year’s work, which
was interesting and encouraging. The
week niglit services had been well attended,
the spirit breathed at the prayer meetings,
evincing an earnest desire for the divine
blessing on all the various departments of
Church labour. There had been no discordant
notes; the people were united, and the
blessing of the Lord had attended the
ministry of the Word. Several had been
baptized, and with others (transferred from
Churches at a distance) had been added to
the Church. It was encouraging to the
teachers of the Sunday-school that a good
work had been going on in the hearts of
some of the young people there. After
touching on the other agencies of usefulness
in connection with the Church, Mr. Dexter
gave place to the bretbren who had been
invited to speak on the occasion.

The first speaker was Mr. G. W. Shepherd,
who (amid his affectionate congratulations
of our pastor) very tenderly led our minds
up to a consideration of the glories we hope
for, and spoke well of the great Master he
seTves,

Mr. J. Cattell, on “ Sowing and Reaping,”
handled his subject in a spiritual manner.

Mr. A. Dalton observed he had long known
and loved the pastor of Dacre-park ; and his
remarks on the unity of the Church were
very much appreciated.

Mr. J. S. Anderson referred to mission
work in St. Giles and other parts, in which
in earlier days he bad been engaged.
‘ Speaking the truth in love ” was a theme
upon which be touched, to which much
weight was given by the knowledge that
this was the experience of one who could say
that with one exception (that of Mr. Marten,
who had engaged in prayer) be was the
oldest Nonconformist minister in the suburbs.

Mr. W. Hazelton was always rejoiced to
hear of good things in coanection with
Zion, He felt he had a love for Christ, for
His ministers, and His people; and as he
sometimes had known what it was to weep
with those who weep, he liked also to rejoice
with those who rejoice. He was a lover of
prayer meetings, and had many times felt
refreshed and encouraged at the College-
park prayer meetings, as much so as at the
Lord’s-day services. His words on prayer
were very appropriate.

Mr. Isaac Levinsohn, in a lively and
eloquent address, drew an illustration from
the last battle of Lord Chelmsford, in Zulu-

97

land. The English arms had suffered
defeat, but when the men were formed into
a square, and stood shoulder to shoulder, it
was beyond the power of the enemy to scm,ym-
them—nnity and then congnest.

Mr. W. K. Squirrell gave kind and closing
words,

Mr. T. M. Whittaker proposed, and Mr.
J. Mote briefly seconded, votes of thanks
to the chairman, speakers, workers, &ec.,
which were carried unanimously. A happy
meeting closed with doxology and benedic-
tion,

NOTTING HILL.— The tenth anni-
versary of Mr. R. G. Edwards’ miaistry
was celebrated in Kensington-park-road
hall on Thursday, Fehruary 16, 1882. C. W,
Banks preached in the afterncon; Thomas
Steed in the evening. A respectable com-
pany of hearty friends attended the services.
Mr. R. G. Edwards has beea in the ministry
nearly forty years—at Sourb Chard, Trow-
bridge, Cottenham, Islington, and Notting-
hill.  For some years he has not enjoyed
good health ; but his ministry bas been use-
ful to many. Some mistakes or mi-under-
standings have caused him severe afflictions.
We can only wonder he still lives. In honest
hope of doing good to the best of all causes,
and to render some help to a very much
tried minister, we took part in his recent
anniversary. The Lord’s blessing and the
presence of many of the good old friends of
truth, rendered the service we attended very
precious, and our prayer iz that many souls
may be gathered into Christ’s fold under the
ministry of Mr. Elwards; that in the
evening of his life he may find himself
coming up out of the wilderness, “ leaning ”
hard and only *““upon the arm of his
Beloved.” Keunsington-park-road hall i3
but a few minutes’ walk 1rom the “ Notting-
hill station.”” Even Notting-hill-gatestation
is not very far. “ God be merciful unto all
poor bruised, burdened, believiag souls.
Amen.”—C. W. B.

CHATTERIS.—The usual distribution o
prizes, to the value of £9 15, to the chiliren
of the Sunday-school heid in conneetion with
the Zion Baplist chupel, took place February
1. The teacbers made the awards. Mr.
Reynolds, pastor of Neediugworth, gave an
excellent address tu the ehiliren from the
words, ‘‘Search the Scriptures,” in the
presence of a goodly nuwmber of pareats and
friends. Three hundred-aad-thirty friends
took ‘tea. Public meeting was under the
presidency of Mr. Paype, superintendent.
Guod Gospel addresses were delivered by Mr.
Reynolds, Mr. E. Foreman, Mr. Mayell, A.
Hall, and other {friends. We had more
present at this service than on any previous
occasion of a like nature. It wus reported
that tbe schoo! was in a very prosperous
condition, the number of scholars having
increased to 279, with an excellent staff of
teachers. The Lo:d is still with us at Zion,
and the Church i: being increased, we trust
with the increase of God. On January 26
our baptistry was again opened, our pastor
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baptizing three brethren in the name of the
Lord, and others are wniting 1o put on Christ
by haptism. We thank God and take courage,
saying,—
“ My soul shall pray for Zion still,
White lifc or breath remains ;
Therc my best friends and kindred dwell,
There God my Saviour reigns.”
“ A LiTTLE ONE IN ZION.”

MR. SQUIRRELL’S SETTLEMENT AT
ENON, WOOLWICH.

Recognition services in connection with
the settlement of Mr. W. Knibb Squirrell as
pastor were held on Tuesday, January 24.
In the afternoon Mr. J. L. Meeres presided.
After preliminary services, he called on one
of the deacons to state the reasons of the
Church for inviting Mr. fquirrell as pastor.
He did <o, at the same time reading a very
interesting hirtory of the Cburch, which
dates its commencement about one hundred
years back.

Mr. Squirrell was then requested to relate
his call by grace, which he did in a clear
and concize inanoer, rvelating how that
through the instrumentality of Mr. Meeres
he was first brought to see himself a sinner,
and then to behold Christ Jesus as His
Saviour. Trained in early life by Christian
parents (hespoke freelingly of a pious mother’s
influence and prayers),vet growing up care-
less and indiflerent as regards divine things,
he not only neglected the means of grace,
but being somewhat influenced by what are
now termed “ iufidel principles,” he declined
altogether to attend the house of God. His
marriage intoa Christian family was used in
the providence of God in bringing him into
the house of God. This was on a special
occasion ; for although Mrs. 8. wusually
attended, he had not done so. But now
prevailed upon to attend with Mrs. 8.
and the babe in fulfilment of the ordinary
custom of returning thanks for a life given
and a life spared, the arrow of conviction
entered bis soul, and the good work of grace
was tberein begun. The ehiapel was that in
New Church-street, Bermondsey, and the
preacher was Mr. J. L. Meeres. A sentence
in the prayer of the preacher was used by
God tbhe Holy Ghost to make him ecry for
mercv. Tle preacher said, * Lord, save his
soul {from going down into the pit.’’ The
Lord heard that prayer, and in His own good
time, through Mr. Meeres’s instrumentality,
gave him to realize pardon, acceptance, and
peace, through the blood of the Lamb,

Mr. Meeres now asked Mr. fquirrell to
give an account of his call to the ministry.

Mr. Squirrell told of an earnest desire
which sprung up within him soon after his
eall by grace,

“To tell Lo others round,

What a dear Saviour he had found.”
How a door opened, and how he realized help
in preachiog, how cther calls to preach were
received by bim, ro that without advertising
his name he had been pretty fully occupied.
Had been pastor first of Trinity Chureb in
the Borough, and then of Meopham, in
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Kent, so tracing the Lovd’s hand up to his
call or invitation by the Church at Enon,
Wonlwich,

Mr. Squirrell was then asked to relate his
views of divine truth, which being in every
way satisfactorv, Mr. Dalton, of Sutton-at-
Hone, performed the ceremony of joining
hsnds. ‘Ij\lr. Dexter of Dacre-park, gave out
& hymn, and Mr. Meeres pronounced the
Benediction. A plentiful tea was provided.

At evening public meeting Mr. J. 8,
Anderson presided in a geninl and able man-
ner, Mr. J. L. Meeres addressed the pastor,
and Mr. J. Box the Church, both discourses
beitg suitahle and powerful. Among the
ministers who took part, in addition to those
whose names have been mentioned, were
Messrs,  Griffiths, W. Hazelton, Lynn,
Noyes, and Levinsohn. The senior deacon
addressed the meeting in an affectionate
and earnest manuer.

THE LAST SERVICE.

MY DEAR ESTEEMED FRIEND,—May
grace, merey, and peace be with you. I
hope you are in health. I know how much
Sydenbam Strict Baptist cause is on your
heart and in your prayers for its spiritual
prosperity, and you will like to hear that
wyself, bushand, and little girls went last
evening to the last service that will ever be
enjoyed in the old huilding, for to-day it is
to be taken down to build a new house for
the Lord and His own people to meet Him
there and enjoy His presence. The evening
was splendid, calculated to make every one
happy and thankful; the roads were free
from dust through the recent rains; the
hedges were full of pretty wild flowers ; and
then the fields, they were heautifully,
bountifully loaded with corn, the charming
wheat, already ripening and whitening for
the harvest, reminding one of the Saviour’s
own words, Him whom you and I both love,
that the fields were white for harvest; I
thought of Him in His person, His precious,
finished righteousness, His own glorious
work for His redeemed, chosen, own people,
and then in His buman-nature man, just
walking His Sabbath-day journey when on
earth, tbrough the richly-laden fields of
grain ; noticing, too, the beauties of nature,
knowing full well that the God of nature
was His own Father, and our Father. The
besuties of Bethany had jts cheering charms
for Him, for most villages are generally
pretty, especially in the East; and this
village of Sydenham is quite surrounded
with splendid scenery ; the beautiful views
of High Wycombe hills, and the nearer ones
of Chinnor, are extremely picturesqne ; then
there is old White Leaf Crossin the distance,
peeping out among the trees, determined to
make a show, like some protessors who never
knew the real love of Jesus, have religion in
their poor heads hut not in their heusrts;
conspicuous among men, but not chbosen of
God. The bells from the churches round
were chiming their pretty sounds snd calling
worshippers to their several places of worship
as we entered Sydenham ; they were ringing
there right merrily, and some few were
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entering the building termed the Church ;-
the very curious wooden spire pointing
upwurds, looked as grandly in the bright
evening sun as it possibly could, and almost
one seemed to hope some happy dead were
resting beneath its shade in tie hope of a
glorious resurrection to eternal life; some,
perhaps, in that old church’s shade had died
in the i‘ord, resting on the dear finished
work of Jesus, and from beds of languishing
had gone 1o be for ever with the Lord. We
met the clergyman and his two daughters;
they looked and emiled very kindly ; did not
from looks appear angry at the train of
worshippers wending their way to take their
last part in the services at the old chapel so
soon to he nmo more, a place where many a
real earnest heart-felt prayer has ascended to
the throne of grace, and through Jesus has
been heard and answered ; tben there has
been the many years of labouring of dear
departed ministers who are now in the glory-
world. There was there rome who were led
to see their state by nature, and practise
now in the Church militant, while others are
gone to the Churceh triumphant.

We found hrethren Scott and White there.
Mr, Scott preached from the words, ‘“ And
do as thou hast said "’ (2 Sam. vii. 28). Mr.
White gave out the bymus, briefly alluding
to bis immediate departure from England,
and suitable hymns were sung. The sermon
was very simple, shewing that the Lord had
heard prayer in giving means to build an
house for His own glory, the real necessity
of taking all our wants to Jesus and lasing
thern at His feet, and He will give the faith
required to realise the fulfilment of His
promises.

We much enjoyed the service ; the Lord
was there; the brethren and sisters of the
Church all seemed in love and unity, and
that dreadful thing, Pride, does not seem ta
have any root in our happy Sydenham
Church. ~ T am sure my own dear little girls
joined with them heartily in singing, after
many had left, that pretty hymn, so often
sung in their own loved Thame Sunday school,
““ We sing of the realms of the blest.” Two
sisters in the Lord seemed really as if they
could not pive up the old building for
destruction to the workmen’s hands; but ere
long a new one will be raised to cheer all
there, for the new chapel was announced to
be ready in September for worship.

My dear Mr. Banks, the first article in the
July EARTHEN VESSEL, of your own soul’s
experience, will be read with intense interest
by thousands of the Lord’s own chosen soul-
tried people. I hope we shall see you in
August.  Our friends desire me 10 :ay,
Come. and give them a sermon before
X‘nu take your departure to the better world.

hey al:o send their Christian love, and will
bring a conveyance to Thame to take you
there and bring you back to us, if the Lord
will. The Sydenham friends will be delighted
to have you there, and we will see to your
every comfurt while in Thame. Let us see
you once wore in tbe flesh.

We have lost by death at Thame a dear
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esteemed friend and member of the Church
here ; he had for years been deeply in the
battlefield of afHliction ; and thoughthe poor
hody was 8o full of suffering and weakness
the viebly-gified mind of Mr. Robert Bird
is only gone to join those superior kindred
spirits in the glory-world above, for which
close communion with Jesus on earth had
made him meet, His most superior education,
comhined with divine grace, wonld have
fitted him to have graccfully filled a pulpit
in the Church of Christ militant; but his
meek, humble mind seemed to retire from all
public work except the Sabbath-school, in
which he was deeply interested. His last
address was particularly noticed by my girls.
They came home, and said, ** Mamma, Mr.
Bird will not live long ; he looked so i!l and
looked so happv. His subjret was, We all
do fade as 2 leaf.” We all love to think of
him safe, safe in Jesus.

Accept our upited love.
most affectionately,

Mr. C. W. Banks.

I remain, yours
8. A.E.

SOUTH HACKN EY.—The Baptist
reporters tell us that Hampden chapel, or
the cause in it, is growing into pro-perity
under Mr. Hillman’s mivistry, and the debt
is to he removed, if possible, in the next two
years, South Hackney people must certainly
be zealous supporters of churches, chapels,
halls, concerts, entertainments, and bazaars.
We have a large numher of these universal
charity institutious, and it is announced that
crowds of people attend them all. Consider-
ing tbe popular clamour of the atheists lately,
South Hackney and its neighhourhood comes
well to the front on bebalf of Christianity.

Hotes of the Hlonth.

PROVIDENCE, CANNING TOWN.

The first anniversary of W. Wheeler’s minis-
try was on Mondav, Fehruary 20. Mr, W. K|
Dexter preached forcibly and a:propriately
from Isa. lvi 8. Anhont seventy friends took
tea. J.Mote, Esq, presides over public meeting.
Mr. Dearsly off. red praver. Mr. W. Wheeler
told us how he found the cause ; how an appa-
rently slow, yet sure, incrizse hud 2ken place.
The earnest de~ire of baptized beli:vers wor-
shippiong at Providence was to he formed into
a Church. Some, he belleved. desired baptism.
Efforts of Christian n-efniniss would be put
forth, as wany desired. C. W. B ink=remembered
belng engaged with W, Wheeler in the forma-
tioun of a Church at Hor<ted Kevues, in Sussex,
and ever since tba 1iwe had £.1t a soul-union
with him, and much interest in hls work, and
was especially glad to find bim in sich a sphere
as Cannlug Town promised. OQur estecmed
brother then made some weigbiy and lnstiune-
tive remarks of a very cdifying character.

Mr. J. Huchcock waxcd eloqnent on **God's
Pluan of Saliation.”” M. F. C. ttulden followed
{n his usval cliar and terveut manner. Mr.
Mote related how be bad been insirumenral in
cherring the hearts ot tbe friends at a 1ime
when a fear of having p rmanent!lv to close
the doors had scized 1bem. Mr. Jolner
showr d ux how ministi rs were ange’s. ‘They bave
wings, and would fly st Lmens. Mr. Normain
couveyed the thanksof the frieuds to the chair-
mean and ministerial brethren.
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PROVIDENOCECHAPRL, NEWARK-STREET, 4
LEICESTER.

The Church at the above place of worship have
abundant cause for thankfulness in that, after
about cight years of anxious waiting, watching,
and praylng, they have at last obtained a minis-
ter to take permanent oversight of their affairs,
and to dispense the Word of 1ife to the increa-
slng congregation worshipping therc. Early 1n
last year, God in His good providence led Mr.
W. Webb, of London, to supply at our pulpit,
which resulted in the offer by the Church of a
twelve-months’ probation, This Mr. Webb
acoepted, and he commenced hislabours in July,
Since that time such a unfon of feeling has
sprung up between him and thc people. and
evideuce of his preaching having been blessed
wag so apparent (six having been added to the
Cburch), that it was looked upon as a direct
answer to the many prayers which had been
offcred for this end. Accordingly, without
wailing for the cxpiration of the specified time,
a mecting was convened, and My. Wcebb was
unanimop«ly appointed pastor; indecd, so
unanimous was the meeting in his favour, that
there 'were ncither dissentients nor necutrals.
It may be stated that Mr. Hazlerigg (the
esteerned pastor of Zion chapel, Erskine-strect)
ana Mr, Webb have on one occasion exchanged
palpits, both ministers being enabled to speak
with much savour and sweetness, and the con-
gregalions bearing remarkably well. A latent
spirit of cordiality and amity between the
hearers at the two places has thus heen revived,
and we arc constrained to belleve that God is
with ne, and that to bless &s, and that His thus
sendiag a faitbful servant into our midst {s no
small mark of His favour. That God may con-
tinue to smilc upoa us as a Church and people,
and tbat e may grant our pastor-elect many
seals to his ministry and sonls to bishire, isour
earncst prayer. Notiee of recogunition serviee
next month (n.v.)—H. W. B.

TuEe widow of the late Scotch minister, Reid,
says ber hnsband left it on record that it is not
« Upiversity men tbat arc wanted, but men full
of faith and of the HOLY GIosT.” Somc college
and nniversity men are much to be pitied. Sce
liow they fall, and fail, and go off from Dliy-
mouth, from Cheltenham. and all the country
over! We have been with them in their country
bomes. Chapels half empty, purses quite empty,
their wives m grief, themselves perplexcd to
know wbat to do, or where to go. Ah! the
hold fellows who live for a scason may laugh at
this; but it 1s a bitter cup for many. The
Presideut gave it to the pedantic parsons very
straight at the Association. It is easy enonghb
far some presidents to tell yon what parsons
sbonid be or do, bnt, after all, the SPIMIT of the
living GOD alone cau form and fill the man who
shall be an cffectual fisherinan and sounl-feeder as
well. We arc not opposed to colleges or univer-
sitics. Certainly not! Butithe feeling isalmost
pniversal now thatany man who hails not from
some scat of learning, or has not the “D.D.” or
the “ M.A.” or some snch sign of cficiency, must
not be reccived by the people. Nevertheless, the
divine proclamation still stunds in the record:
« Not by might, mor by powcr, but by My
SPIRIT, saith the Lord of hosts.” Any man who
has the Bpirit of God in him will go where the
Lord scnds him, and will prosper in the work to
which the Lord appointzhim. Suchnen as Dr,
Samnel Lee, who taught himself the ancient
languages, and others like the late James Wells,
who sat avthe feet of Dr. Andrews, and mastered
the Greek so rapidly as to astonish his tutor
—guch men are examples of industry, wortby
the imitation of all who have power of mind
sufficient to driuk in sireams of knowledge from
the original toogues. John Bunyan had nothing
but what God gave him, yet he was & mighty

power in the handsof the hlessed SPIRIT.
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Beuths,

Died, Mr. '‘homas Brockes, of Wickliam
Bisbops, Essex, aged 52 years, 1le bad becn an
hononred member of the Church at Witham,
Iissex, abont 26 ycars—where the lute Mr.
Forster laboured long. Mc was baptized at
Witham Baptist Chapel hy Mr. Forster about
1857, from which time lic had continued a con-
sistent member of the samo Church, He was
well, attended chapel, and partook of the ordi-
nance on Sunday, February 5, and was seized
with a fit of apoplexy on tho following day,
Monday, February 6; suffered intensely for 48
hours, and quictly passed into rest Wednesday,
Febrnary 8, leaving a loving wife aud eleven
children to mouru his loss. “Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord.” :

That well-known fricnd to Ohrist's Gospel,
Mr. Samncl Fowler, son of -the late Mr. Henry
Fowler (once so 1wuch blest in the ministry at
Gower-street), departed thislife on Fobruary 18
1882, aged 75.  Other particulars may be given.

Fell aslecp in Jesus, February 1, 1882, Mrs. S.
Hawthorn. an aged member of the Church of
Christ at Bethel, Hoxton. A good wife, a loving
mother. a gracious and sympathising friend, and
greatly beloved by all who kunew her.

Till lle come! O let the words
Linger on the trembling chords ;
Let the little while between
In their golden light be seen.
Let us think how beaven and home
Lie beyond that ** Till He come!
W. OSMOND,

Mr. Richard Smithers, a nephew of the onee
Bethnal-green Baptist minister, was suddenly
called from time early in February, 1882. His
being out of Charch membership was a beavy
trial to him. From a private interview we had
with him he declared one sermon of ours in
Shoreditch, many years ago, led him to decision.
He had ever since been o follower of the Lord;
but heart-breaking trials, we fear, brought him
to his grave.

At Norwich, on February 13,1882, the minister
ol St, Mary’s Baptist Chapel, Mr. G. Gould. aged
63. Joseph Kinghorn, W. Brock, and G, Gould
have been the only settled ministers daring the
greater part of the past century. Kinghorn was
the clegont scholar; Brock, the bold, common-
sense preacher; Gould, the fluent and earnest
pastor, and business man. Rather suddenly, the
Jast much-csteemed minister has gone to his
rest. Norwich mourns his loss.

A solemn scene Was witnessed at Soho Chapel,
Oxford-street, on Sunday morning, January 22,
1862, when Mrs. Hannah M. Davey died in the
chapel-yard. Mr. W. Debpam, the cbapel-
keeper, furnishes a report of the scene, which
will appear, Mrs. Davey hadresched the chapel
doors, a pain ot the heart seized her, Mr, Davey
immecdiately fetched a doctor; every effort was
made, but she rapidly passed away, on the pre-
cinets of the house of God.

Our dear littlo ever-singing and happy Ethel,
the danghter of Charles Burt and Hannah Banks,
ceased to chaunt her hymns on earth on Feb.
6. We laid her remains in the grave on Feb,
11,1882. This was the fourth of the family taken
from them in early life. The affec ionate and
boreaved father and mother, with seven living
brothers and sisters, sorrow (but not without
conaoling confldence of her joy) over the removal
of this the sweet sun-light and leading chorister
of the honse.

Died, on January 18, 1882, * Darling Ruthie,"
daughter of the late George and Lillia Hooper,
and granddaughter of Mr. John Vaughan, minis-
ter of Trinfty Chapel, Hackney.



The Lute Wr. William Crobother, 3.9

HIS LIFE, HIS LETTERS, HIS LAST DAYS, FUNERAL, &c.

* I go where God and glory shine:
His presence makes eternal day;
My all that's mortal I resign,
For angels wait, and point my way.”

““ LEST CHRIST BE OFFENDED.”

O said one of the ancients in his counsel, not to do anything, to
choose anything, to write anything, with any other motive than to
glorify our God and Saviour JEsus CHRrIST. Oh, what a difficuls virtne
1s this when it cometh to the practice, to pass by, and neglect all
glistening lures of the flesh and in the creature, and to know no man
for any such carnal comparison, but, as he is seen and known as a new
creature in CHRIST. When a man is seen and known to be in Christ,
and as having Christ formed in his whole new and inner man as his only
hope of glory, and as the only springing motive of his life, to magnify and
to serve, and to honour Christ in all his movements, manners, and
endeavours, then, in such Christ-possessing, and Christ-honouring men,
delight thyself as in the most excellent of the earth, as the only true,
gentle, noble worthies of the world.

“QGood works,” said a white-wigged divine, long before this
generation was born, “ Good works are only good as the love of Christ
constrains us to the practice of them.” I feel it is from love to the
Spirit of Christ, to the grace of Christ, to the truth of Christ, which I
saw to be in our departed friend, the late Mr. WiLLiAM CROWTHER, of
Gomersal, which constrains me to pay this small tribote of deep
affection to his memory. For, assuredly, our now translated brother
was a man, every whit of him, who, with old master Lactantius and Fox,
with boldness united to cry, ¢ Mad and blind idolaters are they, who,
not understanding that—

“ CHRIST OF PURPOSE TROD THE WINE-PRESS ALONE!”

“ shed His blood alone upon the cross,” thereby implying to us that if
we shall mingle therewithal his mother’s milk, or even the blood of any
other martyr, then would the precious blood of the Lamb lose its healing
virtue, and instead of being a cleanser of our souls from all sin, woald
only poison them with the mixture of deception and of death. Nay,
sirs ! to all the compound merchants, who put the final efficacy of the
atoning blood to rest upon the creature accepting if, to all who lay the
value of Christ’s salvation upon the free-will of the sinmer, either to
receive it or to reject it, to all such the Lockwood decided Baptists
know full well that their long and truly beloved pastor would declare
that ¢ No Jupiter will CERIST be, but a JEHOVAH. No mere Aelper,
but the Author and Finisher of oar salvation.” To all merit and free-will
mongers shall CHRIST, in His holy, just, and righteous jealousy, break
out and say, “ What have I to do with you?” *'If you can do all, or

VoLuME XXXVIIL.—APRIL, 1882, H
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anything at all, %ithout M, then let Me alone! Let Me be either
Saviour alone, Mediator alone, All-in-all, or none at all.”

Mr. Crowther’s “last letter” to the Church at Artillery-street,
London, dated January 2, 1882, fully proves that his heart was as sound,
his mind as clear, his faith and purpose as strong, in vindicating the great
foundation principles of the Gospel as was that of Luther or Calvin,
of Toplady or Huntington, of Gadsby or James Wells, or as of any of
the CrRIST and SPIrIT-tanght ministers who have lived, or yet do live,
on the earth.

When commencing this brief review of a good man’s life, I was at
first bound in spirit, and the question arose in the inner court, ¢ What
is your motive In writing and publishing a record of Mr. Crowther’s
life and departure from this world? Is it to please any party? to court
the smiles or favours of any friends? Are you setting yourself to
eulogise, to extol, to magnify @ man? I confess I paunsed. Presently
Paul’s words came sharply up in my mind,

“ And they glorified God in me!”

When the Galatian Churches saw what amazing mercy had been shown
to him who “now preached the faith which once he destroyed,” then
“ they glorified God in him.” This was sufficient. I realised the fact
that in the main I only desired to prove unto all who may read this small
testimony, that in the person of the late Mr. WiLLIAM CROWTHER the
Churches had a minister, a brother, a friend, a workman, and a witness
for CHRIST, in whom the three sister graces—
‘“ Faith, Hope, and Charity”
did live, and also did fruitfully abide. And in his long affliction, in
his final exit, all true lovers of a free-grace Gospel have sustained a
serious loss. Whois to fill up that vacuum death has now made, the
Lorp alone doth know. F%ll < up! TFill up the vacuum with another
WiLniaMm CrowTHER? No, methinks that will never be. Circum-
stantially, constitutionally, conscientiously and graciously, Mr. WILLIAM
CROWTHER was, by divine appointment, qualified for, and enabled to
fill the position he occupied; and, as there was never a second Moses,
nor a second Joshua, nor a second David, nor a second Isaiah, nor a
second Paul, nor a second Luther, nor a second Huntington, nor a second
Wellg, so neither will there be a second William Crowther; albeit, God,
in His infinite mercy may give the Church many messengers, and many
able ministers, who, with the unction of the Spirit in them, will still
instrumentally feed the flocks in Lockwood and elsewhere. Let us
briefly—
REVIEW HIS WHOLE LIFE.

Gomersal was his birth-place, in Field House, Gomersal, he breathed
his last. He was a genuine Yorkshireman, and not often very far from
his native soil. He came into the world April 2, 1816; his mother was
a good woman, one of the Independent persuasion; his father made no
profession of religion, but was a honourable and successful tradesman.
From his earliest youth, “Mr. William Crowther” had a tender
conscience, and a fear of evil of every kind. There was, evidently, in
young William’s soul a deep strata of sacred emotion toward true
religion, but the evil tendencies of a sinful nature threatened at first to
overwhelm and destroy that good, moral persuasion which he had
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imbibed from the spirit and example of his saintly mother. As he
advanced into the teens of his upgrowing existence, the reasoning powera
of a strong mind began to develope themselves in the most serious
reflections and examinations of his real state as in the sight of God. How
goon the divine Spirit commences His work in such souls no one can
declare. The breaking up of the fallow ground, the sowing of the seeds
of conviction, the ‘“coming of the commandment,” the anxiety, at times,
“to be right;” all these breathings are exertions of the SpirIT, and, at
first, so secret, that no one can tell whence they proceed, nor whither
they will go.

‘When, in his own autobiography (given in our pages just four years
since), Mr. Crowther says, ‘“ I BEGAN To PrRAY, instead of saying prayers
I had been taught,” he makes us exclaim, with the beautiful philosopher,
“Son! happy art thom that wisdom hath led thee hitherward.”
“ Behold her, the shepherdess of souls, who bringeth back the wanderers
to God.”

“ PREDILECTIONS!” “What are they?” asked the half-blind sage.
“8ir! Alfred the Great was a man of strong predilections for the arts
of poetry and music,” and he attained to an eminence in those sublime
sciences. Predilections are the small bulbs of mental or of spiritaal
power, which strike down into the whole of the intellectnal parts of the
man, ultimately making him to come forth the kind of man which a
divine Providence designed him to ripen unto. I wish to tread carefally
here. To advance nothing at random. Elihu seems to stand at my
elbow, and follows me in spirit with his solemn precaution. * Let me
not, I pray you,” said Job’s counsellor, “accept any man’s person,
neither let me give flattering titles unto man.” I am thinking it may
be the last review of a good man’s life I may ever write, hence, with
Elihu, I would not compliment men as men. 1 would not dare to give
flattering titles; in so doing my Maker might soon take me away. But
to search out the hidden germs of true wisdom and of saving grace,
which the Almighty doth early implant in the vessels of mercy, is a
service which the SpIrIT of Gop Himself was found in when He gave in
the Old Testament saints names which did indicate their future character,
which holy service culminated in that determined instruction, when He
said, “ Thou shalt call His name JEsus, for He shall save His people
from their sins.” Predestination fixes the man’s character, condition,
and sphere of life which he must occupy, while Providence and grace
unite to train and qualify, to raise and ripen the man into his pre-
ordained posture and work.

Our now deceased brother in Christ, referring to his early days, proves
the truth of our assertion, that in the chief drift the good man is born
to be what he ultimately comes to be. He attended prayer-meetings,
school-meetings, Bible-meetings. What were the results? “ The spiric
of inquiry was greatly increased, and very rapidly developed in me, and
1 became intent on being able to answer and to wnderstand whatever
questions might be proposed.” William Crowther became a mental
diver. He would probe a theory, a doctrine, a problem, a question, to
its very source; and having thoroughly mastered it, having become
possessed of the genuine truth of any subject, he would hold to it with
a most tenacious grasp. His attainments 1n a kind of blossom of religion
caused him to think he was * becoming properly religious.”” He began
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to take notes of sermons, went with the minister to village stations, and
took part in some of the services,

Blossom is xoT FRUIT! There may be the blossom of the schools,
the variegated tints of a natural religion, which never bring forth
fruit. But when the root is in God, when the tree is made good, its
blossom will be blown off, but the living bud will come forth in due time
with the blessed and permanent fruits of righteousness, of truth, and of
peace. Some few old women were instrumental in stripping young
William Crowther (when only about sixteen years of age) of nearly alt
his religious blossom. He became * sorely puzzled about the mode of
salvation.” He had believed that salvation sprung out of human effort,
which was equally within the power of every man. T%4s is the kind of
faith now almost universally prevalent.

From one delusion to another the young seeker was carried, until he
lost all his conceits, all his confidences, all his contrivances, driven out
of all the refuges of lies, he was at length set upon the firm foundation-
truth, that it is “ by grace we are saved,” and by sheer sovereign grace
alone., The Almighty Lord, the eternal Spirit, set his feet firm upon
this rock, and he was never suffered to remove from it, even to the day
of his death.

“THE BIBLE, MY CONSTANT COMPANION.”

Such a sentence from a youth, from one who had been educated in a
high-class school, from one who had been cradled in a system of natural
piety, who had never heard a true Gospel minister, such a sentence
bespeaketh the internal working of the ever adorable Seirit, who was,
without external means, carefully preparing an honest mind to receive
the trath as it is in Jesus, in all its rich and divine entirety.

William Crowther tells us he began, in connection with his Bible
reading, to study the instructing and establishing works of Toplady and
others, ““ on the free-grace side of the question ; 7 buf (ah! here 1 feel
a sonl-companionship with him, having thus been helped on in my early
researches for the right way), he says: * Crisp’s sermons were of
special use to me in opening up more fully

¢ THE GREAT SCHEME OF SALVATION, BY AND IN CHRIST.”

If ever an awakened and honest soul can cordially drink in streams of
saving knowledge from the Word of God, and heartily welcome Tobias
Crisp's bold and blessed discourses, he will never more be satisfied with
the milk-and-water theology of the general body of man-taught and
man-ordained ministers.

Ministers ! Men of every character, who profess some kind of faith
in Christ, if I had

A TONGUE LIKE THE ARCHANGEL'S TRUMPET,

I would labour to sound out to the ends of the earth—yea, I would, if
God enabled me, sound into the souls of all,

JOEN OWEN'S DENUNCIATION OF THAT PREACHING POISON
which is now almost everywhere prevalent. Dr. John Owen, in his
s« Glorious Mystery of the Person of Christ, God and Man,” writes down
the following words:—

s« Of all that poison which at this day iz diffused in the minds of
men, corrupting them from the mystery of the Gospel, there is no part
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that is more pernicious than this one perverse imagination, that to
believe in CHRIST is nothing at all but to believe the doctrine of the
Gospel, which yet, we grant, is included therein. . . . Yet the
poison overthrows the whole foundation of the RELATION of the
Church unto CHRIST, and of a full salvation by Him.”

Why, Dr. Owen ! what do you mean ? He answers, “I mean to
evince that it is

¢ THE PLRSON OF CHRIST WHICH IS THE FIRST AND PRINCIPAL OBJECT
OF THAT FAITH

‘wherewith we are required to believe in Him ; and that so to do is not
«only to assent unto the truth of the doctrine revealed by Him, but also
to place our trust and confidence in Him for mercy, relief, and protection,
for righteousness, life and salvation, for a blessed resurrection, and for
an eternal reward.”

It is not believing what Luther says, or what Panl says, or what
Huntington or Hawker said. It is not assenting unto, or jumping up
for joy at what Spurgeon, or Liddon, or Farrar may proclaim. Nay,
though an angel come down from heaven, a mere assent to his announce-
ments might have no soul-saving effects, except the Holy Ghost create
2 man’s soul anew, so that by the ministry of the Gospel CHRIST is
tevealed in that heaven-born soul, and that heaven-born soul, by the
instrumentality of the Gospel, is carried up to embrace, to close in with,
and to become united into the glorious God-Man, CHRIST JESUS THE
Lorp. Without these God-wrought creations, revelations, and vital
unions,

NO SOUL EVER CAN BE SAVED.

This was the faith yourg William Crowther was led to see was the
faith of God’s elect, and it became a spiritnally-cemented and granite-
like foundation in his soul, and from it the THREE-ONE JEHOVAH never
allowed him to be removed for just upon fifty years. Some of his
friends became angry, tried severely to hinder him in his pursuit after
the saving knowledge of God; but in vain. The minister under whose
preaching he had sat was hoping William wounld go to college, and
there study for the ministry. See what a firm stand against this car
young hero made ! He says, my reply was,—

““NO! I WILL NEVER GO TO A COLLEGE IN THIS WORLD TO LEARN
TO PREACH!”

Furthermore, he added, “ I do not believe any such places will be found
in the world to come. Ifever I be a preacher, I will be one of God’s
making and calling, and I will know it before I begin.”

Up to this period, when he was seventeen years of age, he had never
heard a Gospel sermon, he had no opportunity of getting to any place
where the truth was preached ; but from the Scriptures he had become
fully convinced of the propriety of

BAPTISM BY IMMERSION.

Burely this was a genuine work of the Lord Himself, in leading a young
man {rom darkness to light, from error into truth, from a natural free-
will to heaven’s free-grace plan of salvation, without any mere human
instrumentality. The Lord carried young William Crowther right into
truth, doctrinally, experimentally, and practically, and then opened up
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channels for confirmation and for fuller developments as tima rolled on.
He happened to hear that one Mr, Kershaw, of Rochdale, was to preach
at rome place about five miles from Gomersal. William walked to the
place. Mr. Kershaw took for his text, “ I am poor and sorrowful; let
Thy salvation, O God, set me up on high.,” He says: ¢ That sermon
made such an impression oo my mind, that I could, in a great measure,
repeat the sermon now, though near forty years ago.” We must leave
for a future number what may be termed

MR, CROWTHER'S MINISTERTAL LIFE,

the full particulars of which we hope to gather up in our next journey
into Yorkshire. The end of that life, with his letters, written during
his long and last illness, will be given in detail if the providence of our
God spares the life of

C. W. BANEKs.
South Hackney, March, 1882.

THE CLOSING SCENER OF THIS LIFE.

“When the throes of death assail me,

‘Weep not for me!

CHRIST is mine! He cannot fail me;
Weep not for me.

Yea, though passing clouds endeavour

From His love my soul to sever,

JESTS is my strength for ever,
Werp not for me.”

JoB was a great preacher on the article of death! He had been
in close acquaintance with it, and his expositions and exclamations
are thrilling, and telling, and true, He draws out four lines, which
correctly reached the case of onr departed brother. The man of Uz
says (1) Man dieth. The Hebrew is, ** strong and powerful man dieth.”
When we were at Field House, when Mr. Crowther had been unwell for
some time, and when the medical gentleman had hinted to him that a
real recovery might yet take some months, even at that time, one who
had watched Mr. Crowther's failing of physical strength, said to me,
“] fear be will never again be the man he has been.” It was too
evident that he was gently, silently dying. Job’s second view is stronger:
“ Man wasteth away.” Natural death steals npon man part after part
until “ he giveth up the ghost.” Death steps in by piece-meal; at last,
death enters the port, takes full possession, and the man is gone; and
now, look for him, seek after him, cannot ye find him? No,

WHERE IS HE?
That is—in the restricted sense—* Where, i thisworld, is he?”” Why
nowhere. His spirit, his immortal spirit, his ransomed soul is fled
from time for ever.

Our son, and sub-editor, Mr. Robert Banks (just as we were going to
press), wrote a paragraph last month, indicating the much more serious
illness of Mr. William Crowther, of Gomersal. Alag! before we could
issue some thousands of our March number, the painful tidings came
that he was gone, which in some of the March issues we announced
briefly. Buat,—

HOW DID THE GOOD MAN FINISH HIS WORK?

Qur faithful brother and co-worker in the minigtry, Mr. 8. O. Dolbey,
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pastor of the Slaithwaite Strict Baptist Church, has written for us the
following most important epitome of the closing scenes. He says:—

It was about a fortnight before his death that the change which
indicated the fast approaching end took place; and with the change in
his physical condition there was also a feeling in the mind that the
divinely appointed number of his days were but few, and the work of
life was ended. That this was really so, appears from what he said to
the deacons, who saw him about eight days before he died. Whilst
speaking about the supplies for his pulpit, he remarked that he could be
of no further use to them in that respect, for his work was done. Thus
the long cherished hope of being able to speak for his much loved Master,
in whose service he had been for nearly fifty years, was cut off, and he
felt that the work of the ministry must be left to others.

“Let us hope that there may yet arise an Elisha who shall wear the
ministerial mantle of our departed brother. Four days after this he was
put to bed, and continued there uniil the end of his mortal life. Being
agked if Christ was precious, he replied, ‘Most exquisitely so,” thus
showing that his faith was vigorous and strong, and that its glorious
object was seen and blessedly realised.

‘ A letter sent by one of the daughters to the deacons, the day before
le died, contains the following:—

¢ ¢ Dear father is no better, nor likely to be in this world. He is much
calmer and quieter to-day, but we know his strength is going fast; he
cannot talk now, but he tries to put his hands together as if in prayer.
He is resting on his Saviour, and looks calm and resigned; our prayer
is, that he may leave ns so.’

“He was convulsed about an hour before his death, but passed peace-
fully away.. Just as the curtains of nature were drawn over the earth,
and the sun sank behind the horizop, the curtain that hides the invisible
from the visible was drawn aside, and the emancipated spirit took its
flight, washed, sanctified and perfect, to the glorious region of light and
bliss. Thus ended the days of this holy man of God. ¢LET ME DIE
THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS, AND LET MY LAST DAYS BE LIKE
HIS.” ‘MARK THE PERFECT MAN, AND BEHOLD THE UPRIGHT; FOR
THE END OF THAT MAN IS PEACE.

“THE FUNERAL took place on Tharsday the 2nd inst. The mournful
company left Field House at 11 a.m., and proceeded slowly to the charch
of St. Mary’s, Gomersal. There were in attendance, the magistrates of
the West Riding, Lieut.-Col. Sheard representing the borough of Batley,
repregentatives of the Gomersal Mechanics’ Institute, the Gomersal
Local Board, Cleckheaton Liberal Club, the leading gentlemen of the
district, and the deacons and members of the Church at Rehoboth,
Lockwood, with many others. Arriving at St. Mary’s, the Rev. R. I
Taylor, the vicar, read the burial service of the Charch of England to
a crowded audience; after which the coffin (which was of massive oak)
was borne to the grave, and the remaining part of the above service was
read. The benediction having been pronounced, Mr. J. 8. Anderson
(London) gave a very appropriate address, in which he pointed out the
main features in the character of the deceased. Speaking upon the
religious aspect of his character, he remarked that he was connected
with a denomination of Christians whose views of truth were not at all
popular, but he observed that the views of truth which the deceased
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held were the fruit of patient and thorough investigation, and having
once been satisfied with the foundation of the same in the Word of God,
he held them with characteristic firmness unto the end. After prayer
the assembly broke up, and the sacred ashes were left until they shall be
required at the resurrection of the just, when ¢ death shall be swallowed
up in vietory.”

FROM FIELD HOUSE TO GOMERSAL CHURCH-YARD.

* Forward, Christian ! think of home !
Forward | till ye thither come;
Every step, ’tis yet more nigh:
Forward ! be your rallying cry.”

Apart from the light of revelation, how full of melancholy agony
is the fact that the noble, the intellectual, the useful, the devout man 1s
laid, cold and silent, in death, and all that remains thereof is carried
with due solemnity and hidden in the dark and silent tomb! The first
time that we meet with the word “ bury” is when “our forefather
Abraham ” had lost his much tried, yet patient and affectionate Sarah.
She died in Hebron. Abraham was not with her, but “ Abraham came
to monrn for Sarah, and to weep for her.” When he came and saw her
laying in death, he became silent in sorrow. But the good old man was
still 2 man. He girds up the loins of his mind, he stands up from
before his dead, and he speaks unto the sons of Seth, saying, “1 am a
stranger, and a sojourner with you, give me a possession of a burying
place with you that—

“ I may bury my dead out of my sight.”

Helplessly, we come into the world !
Some one must nurse us;
As helpless, we leave the world,
Some hands must bury us.
0! the final parting ! O, the pang and pain!
Every nerve upstarting !
When shall we meet again ?

O death, what art thou?

An husbandman, that reapeth always,

Out of season as in season, with the sickle in his hand.

Alas! as annihilate by sin, the soul was ever forfeit:

Godhead paid the mighty price, the pledge hath been redeemed.

At that exciting hour, when thousands of ministers were risen ap to
announce those words of God, which their sermons were to expound
unto their people, in that beantifal, almost park-hidden mansion, called
«Field House,” in Gomersal (near that immense centre of people, the
town of Leeds), at seven o’clock on Sunday evening, February 26, 1882,
the ransomed soul of William Crowther left its muscular and strong-
built tabernacle, and fled away to the higher and brighter regions of
immortality and of eternal glory. What a night was that for Field House!
A widow of unnsual devotion and affection, a son fatherless, two
daughters bereaved ! 'The voice of the master of the house is no more
to be heard. He is gone. It seems but the other day I sat with him
in his study, walked with him in his park, communed with him on some
things dear to our hearts; he said, “ The doctor told me at first it would
take me two years to recover from this attack, one year is gone, and I



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 109

feel better.” The good man was cheerful, hopeful, meek, gentle, patient,
and kind. On January 2, 1882, hé wrote a strongly affectionate and
encouraging letter to the Church at Artillery-street, London, towards
the end of which he says, “ I am yet laid aside from active work, but
am hoping I may be better when the Spring returns. I may say, I am
standing on the golid foundation, on which I have now stood for nearly
fifty years.”

Thus, when the year opened, he had the same hope which he expressed
to me when we walked and talked together. Bat, as his much esteemed
friend, Mr. Walter Howe, of London, says, in a brief note, “ A sudden
failure of vital power (which speedily reduced him to extreme weakness)
leaves little to be said of the last two or three days.”” All is now expressed
by the black-bordered tablet:—

I Bemembrance
OF

WILLIAM CROWTHER,
Of Field House, Gomersal,
BorN APRIL 2, 1816, DIED FEBRUARY 26, 1832.

Now comes THE LAST SERVICE, the many-million-timed saying
comes yet once more, ¢ Devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and
made great lamentation over him.” Not a martyr from the hands of
literal stone-casters, as Stephen was, but when professed brethren com-
mence casting stones and daggers at one another, deep wounds are often
inflicted, which here never can be healed.

The burial of Mr, William Crowther, of Field House, was attended
with lamentations from hosts of troe friends of every class, of every
caste, of almost every condition. That God Almighty may comfort the
widow’s heart, and appear for the Lockwood Church, now bereaved, is
the heaving prayer of one who knew the deceased over twenty years,
and in whose possession are many of his spiritual COMMUNICATIONS.

GOMERSAL CHURCHYARD

presented such a scene as, perhaps, was never witnessed in that country
cemetery for very many years, if ever. A spirit of contemplation, in not
a few, would speak within:—
# When mourners meet around the tomb
Of one for many years beloved,
Not unexpectedly called home,
But yet too soon, too soon removed—
This thought shounld stay the painful tear,
This hope again the joy restore:
He lives, although no longer here,
HE Is NOT LOST, but gone before !

The weather on Thursday, March 2, 1882, was unpropitious for any
public procession; but a large company was seen congregated together to
witness the carrying the body of the good man to the tomb. Many—rvery
many—gentlemen who had been associated with Mr. Crowther, either on
the judicial bench, in business, in the social or religious circles, were
present. An immense number of his personal friends assembled at the
Works near Field House before eleven o’clock. Mr. Crowther’s work-
people walked before the hearse; thirteen of his work-people acted as
bearers; superintendents, sergeants, and members of the West Riding

I
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constabulary lined the road, guarding and preserving order to and in the
Church. The vicar of Gomersal read the burial service in the Church,
which was crowded. The widow and the family followed in mourning
coaches; and about thirty carriages came on in the rear, Gentlemen of
very high position were present to express the great esteem in which our
Ceceased friend was held by them; in fact, the whole country around was
dispirited at the loss of one who—in every station—towards all his neigh-
bours, in whatever form he could, he manifested that solid, practical
good feeling and conduct which knit their hearts unto him as unto a
father, a brother, a counsellor, and friend. The local Reporier says:
“ Death has removed from our midst one of our leading citizens; a man
gho, in his day, has worked earnestly and faithfully for the public good.”
ut
WE ARE NOW AT THE GRAVE.

The clergyman has finished reading the appointed service from the Book
of Common Prayer. Mr. J. 8. Anderson, minister of Zion Chapel, New
Cross, commences an appropriate address. I do not profess to give this
entire; the principal parts of Mr. Anderson’s discourse at the grave are
reported as follows:—

“He said that in ordinary cases it would not only be undesirable,
but improper, to add anything to the beautiful and impressive service to
which they had just listened. It was most appropriate, and he was sure
they could all join in its reference to their dear departed brother. But
that was not an ordinary occasion, because Mr. Crowther was not an
ordinary man. By the providence and grace of God he occupied a
prominent position in a great many different relations of life, and he
filled those positions with honour to himself, and with acceptance to
others; and hence in his removal a bright and shining light in this
district had been extinguished. One of the pillars of society in the
district had been broken, and he would be missed by all classes with
whom he was brought into contact, either in domestic or social relations.
Notwithstanding the modesty and humility of their departed friend, when
the village in which he resided, and many beyond that district, had suffered
a great loss, it would be almost a criminal silence on his part not to
allude to Mr. Crowther’s many excellent qualities. He was an honour-
able and upright man, and just one of those friends that onc felt one
could trost and confide in with all one’s heart, and he commanded the
respect and esteem of all who knew him. He was one of those persons
whom, the longer one knew, and the closer they were brought into
contact with, the more highly they respected, and the more deeply they
loved. He (the speaker) was well aware—and perhaps that was the
reason why he was there by the courtesy of the vicar, and at the request
of his friends—that, religiously speaking, the deceased gentleman was,
as some might think, somewhat peculiar; but his peculiarities were the
result of deep and honest convictions, arising from a prayerful study of
the sacred Scriptures, and when once convinced of any truth, that truth
became as dear as life to his heart ; and he would, therefore,at any cost,
maintain and promulgate that truth to the best of his ability. By his
removal a small section of the Christian Church, or of one particular
denomination, had suffered a great loss. There was a vacuum in the
home, there was a vacuum in the factory, there was a vacuum on the
magisterial bench, and there was a vacuum in the little Church at Lock-
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wood, that conld not easily be filled. After further emlogising the
deceared gentleman’s nnostentatious religious life, and his social and
business qualities, the rev. gentleman went on to impress upon his
hearers the solemn lessons the sad event was calculated to teach, He
then offered a brief and fervent prayer, after which the assemblage slowly
dispersed. During the somewhat long service at the grave the weather
was intensely cold and wet.”

MR. WILLIAM CROWTHER AS A BENEFACTOR TO THE WORLD, AND
AS A FAITHFUL PREACHER IN THE CHURCIIL

Very few men can be found in this kingdom who have the means and
the mind, the circumstantial and the intellectual powers to carry out
such a benevolent and evangelical course of life as did the late lamented
pastor of the Lockwood Baptist Church. The venerable

MR. THOMAS JONES,

now of Broseley, writes: “I know nothing of our lamented Brother
Crowther which is not known to all the Church—that he was an able
preacher of the truth, and truly liberal in helping poor causes. He was
envied by some who ought to have been grateful to God for the gifts He had
given and sanctified for Zion’s benefit. His early trials testified to the
fact of his adoption, and helped to qualify him for comforting mourners.”

FUNERAL SERMOXNS.

“Funeral sermons,” as they are called, were preached in many
pulpits on the occasion of Mr. William Crowther’s departore. At Lock-
wood, to the bereaved Church, Mr. J. 8. Anderson, of Zion chapel, New
Cross, on Sunday afternoon, March 12, delivered a solid and compre-
hensive discourse on the words, “ And Enoch walked with God; and he
was not: for God took him.” The snbject was, communion with God
here, and the consummation of that communion wriTH GOD in glory.
Nothing, we think, could be more appropriate to the occasion. M:.
Anderson clearly showed that communion with God here was an
essential qualification, and a grace-wrought meetness for the glory of
the heavenly state. No undue exalting of their departed and sincerely
beloved pastor, but a sober, a brotherly, a scriptural, an honest, a
justly-deserved tribute to his memory, was faithfully and feelingly
rendered.

On the evening of the same day, in Artillery-street chapel, in London,
Mr. Thomas Stringer gave Mr. Crowther’s friends and a large congre-
gation one of his very best and most characteristic expositions of the
words, “ Call the labourers, and give them their hire.” We have read
Mr. Stringer’s sermon with solemn pleasure, with hopeful anticipation.
The text was rightly divided, the minister’s work was correctly defined,
his cull cheerfully distingnished, aud his reward gently touched: it
being far beyond the reach of the most gifted orator here fully to unfold
that exceeding weight of glory into which the righteous shall enter.
Our brother Thomas, in the delivery of this discourse, was quite at
home, and gratefully declared the nobility of mind, the benevolence ot
8pirit, and Christian charity, which so largely characterised .aud habitually
shone forth in the life of the much lamented, genuine English gentleman,
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and most useful Christian, the late William Crowther, Esq., of Field
House, Gomersal, near Leeds. Both these discourses are published, and
may be had of Mr. Robert Banks, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, and at
the chapels where they were delivered.

THE MAGISTRATES ON THEIR LATE COLLEAGUE,

Wm. Carr, Esq., on Monday, on taking his seat in the West Riding
Courthouse at Dewsbury, along with William Blakely, Thomas Taylor,
and Joshua Whitaker, Esqrs., made feeling allusion to the deceased.
He said: “I am desired to say a few words with regard to the serious
loss which we have all sustained. The bench of magistrates has lost
one of its most valued members by the death of Mr. Wm. Crowther. It
is not necessary for me, in a place where you all know the course of his
life and actions so well, to say anything in the way of eulogy as to the
life he has led. He has for very many years led a life of great public
usefulness. Very early he was engaged in the public service. For many
vears—I believe fourteen or fifteen—he discharged the onerous functions
which fall to the lot of a Chairman of a Board of Guardians; he was
also chairman of the Assessment Committee, and how he discharged
those duties, and with what advantage to the poor and the ratepayers
generally of this petty sessional division, is very well known to many
here. Mr. Crowther brought with him to this bench a trained intellect,
an accurate knowledge of the law of evidence, and a practical knowledge
of the law as bearing upon all social questions which was simply invalu-
able. He has left behind him a record of public duties unostentatiously
and most unselfishly discharged: and in the whole of his long public
life, both in his efforts to promote elementary edncation and all other
forms of social improvement, he showed ungrudging liberality, and I
may say the most faithful, earnest wish to benefit others, and his life is
an example in that respect to all of us.”

The Bradford Observer published the following verses from a
correspondent in memory of the deceased gentleman:—

IN MEMORIAM.—FEB. 26, 1882,

W E mourn: for lo! a man hath passed away.
I n very truth an uncrowned king of men.

L ost to us all ere yet the mind’s decay

L eft room to doubt his ripening years. Amen.
I n council wise he towered above his peers,

A nd all revered his judgment. As a friend,

M anly and steadfast as the hope that cheers.

C hangeless in purpose: firm to shape his end;

R eligious, but no bigot: such was he.

O bedient to his conscience’ voice alone;

W edded to truth; in manner mild and free;

T he path of duty clearly for him shone.

H is time, his voice, his purse to public claim

E verwere open, free from selfish aim,

R est to the noble dust that bore his honoured name.

S. D. R.
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«“SALVATION IS OF THE LORD.”—JoNAH 1. 0.
By 8. CozExs.

PEARLS are gathered from the deep, and the voices of heaven come

up to us from the belly of hell. The truth of God finds its foil
in the errors of man, and divine favours set in human faults add to
their lustre and glory. In the book before us we see haman nature in
its most rebellious forms. A man daring to dispute with God, and that
in the most insolent and daring manner. And here, too, we have
illustration upon illustration of divine compassion. One hardly knows
which to admire most, God’s merciful kindness to the repentant Nine-
vites, or His great forbearance with the angry prophet.

Jonah was a man of great perversity. He was a self-willed, wrong-
headed man. He would be master of his own actions, he would be
sovereign of himself, he would choose his own way and shape his own
ends. He fled from the presence of God; as if that were possible ! He
had to learn that the way from God is the way to hell—that giving ap
-God is hell. He had to learn what the Psalmist had learnt, ¢ Whither
shall T go from Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence ?
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there ; if I make my bed in hell,
behold, Thou art there ; if I take the wings of the morning, and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me,
and Thy right hand shall %old me” (Psa. cxxxix.). Neither Adam, nor
David, nor Jonah could get away from God, nor hide themselves from
His presence. There is no hiding-place in heaven, earth, or hell, from
‘the presence of God. Salvation, in Christ, is the Refuge from His angry
presence. And the man who finds this Refuge sings, “ O Lord, I will
praise Thee ; though Thon wast angry with me, Thine anger is turned
away, and Thou comfortest me. Behold, God is my salvation. I will
trust and not be afraid ; for the Lord Jehovah is my Strength and my
song, He also is become my salvation ” (Isa. xii.).

Again, Jonah was a passionafe man. 1 cannot but think that he
was in a state of great desperation when he said, ¢ Cast me forth into
the sea.” He did not invite them to join with him in prayer to God to
save them. No; but he said, “ Take me up, and cast me forth into the
sea.”” It seems plain enough that he was three days and three nights
in the belly of the fish, before he prayed unto the Lord (i. 17, ii. 1).
What! was he in that state of desperation all that time ? and in the belly
-of hell, too? Yes, it appears so.

“Law and terrors do but harden
All the while they work alone.”

But some melting power came into him at last, and he cried unto the
Lord. ““Qut of the belly of hell cried 1.” There was no great gulf
fized between Jonah’s hell and God’s heaven; and so his prayer was
heard and answered.

Again—for I wish to exalt the riches of mercy in salvation—Jonah
was a pefulant man ; aye, and as proud as he was petulant. One would
have thought that the teachings of the belly of hell would have left their
mark upon him, and have greatly subdued his turbulent spirit. But
Jonah was Jonah to the end of the chapter. There was a good dea} of
scepticism and selfishness in Jonah—the two most miserable companions
.of life. The selfish man has no circle, no circumference beyond himself.
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“ He refers to himself in all things, thinks of himself, studies himself,
until his own little self becomes his own little god.” Such persons are
unsympathetic, querulous, quarrelsome. Such was Jonah ; he was so
quarrelsome that he quarrelled with God, and is angry with God.
Why? Because He had mercy on one hundred and twenty thousand
souls. Oh, sir! what is man in his best estate ? One would have
thought that Jonah, who had been delivered from so great a death,
would have been ready to dance before the Lord for joy of heart that
the people were spared. Oh! how much self, how much pride there
was in Jonah; anger in Jonah's quarrel with God. God’s mercy
‘“ displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. Then said the
Lord, Doest thou well to be angry?”” He made no reply to this.
question, but went out of the city, and made him a booth, and sat
under its shadows, watching to see what would become of the city.
Did he suppose that God would shut up the bowels of His compassions
and destroy the city, becanse he had been angry with Him? Well, God
tanght him alesson by the gourd. But the lesson made him very angry.
And the Lord said again, “ Doest thou well to be angry?” And he
said, “I do well to be angry (or, ‘I am greatly angry’) even unto.
death.”

Characteristicg, no doubt, are leprous spots that cling to us with all
the tenacity of scales. Graft a crab tree with a scion of a good apple
tree, and the graft will bring forth froit according to its own nature ;
but the natural branches that are lelt will produce nothing but crabs,
wild apples. Jonah was a crab tree; but yon may gather some good
apples off this tree, and this is one, ““ Salvation is of the Lord.”

(7o be continued.)

A FEW THOUGHTS ON PSALM LXXXY.

By BeNJaMIN TAYLOR,
Minister of the Gospel, Pullam-St.- Mary, Norfolk.

“ Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each
other.”—Verse 10.
THIS is a precious Gospe! Psalm,and the title tells us who it is for—
namely, “ the sons of Korah.” The word Korah means frozen, icy.
Here is, then, a psalm for cold, frozen, icy hearts. Do I hear you say:
“ Oh, bow cold is my heart! My thoughts and affections, in respect to
holy things, seem frozen; and [ am ready to think I cannot be what I
profess to be, for surely gracious souls do not feel as I do”? Let me
tell you, my friend, if this be at all to your comfort, dead flesh does not
feel the cold, however much frozen; and so there can be no complaining.
It is living flesh that feels the icy chill, and cries ont, “ Oh, how .cold I
am! Wounld God it were otherwise with me!” My case is something
like that which the poet speaks of:—
# Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quick’ning powers;
Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.”

Do not let us forget that God has fires, and these are cheering,



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 115

warming, and reviving: and do not let us forget that fuel must be brought
to those fires, such as God Himself has provided and ordered. The fael
is: ““ Let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is,” And again: “Men ought always to pray, and not
to faint.” And again: ‘ Pray without ceasing.” And again: “ Watch
and pray.” Andagain: “ Let your conversation be as it becometh the
Gospel of Christ.”

At our prayer-meeting, last Wednesday evening, we had a large room

full of people, and a large fire; for there was a glorious cutpouring of the
Spirit upon our friends. It was, indeed, good to be there; there was
weeping and rejoicing. How I did wish all oar friends could have been
present, that they might have had a good warming up. I believe such
fires will make us forget little petty jealonsies and offences, and cause us
to value the truths of the Gospel, and all the ordinances of the Lord’s
sanctnary. But let us just glance at some two or three precious testi-
monies in this psalm, before we call attention to the words proposed for
"a few thoughts. In the first place, we are told that “ G'od has been
Savourable to owr land.”’ Yes, He has sent us the Word of truth and
grace, and blessed us with an abundance of temporal things. In the
face of all heresies, and the wickedness there is in our land, we still have
a good sonnd ministry, Bibles circulated in all directions, and many good
and valuable books and periodicals. Let us be thankful for all the good
we discover. God was favourable to His land of Canaan, setting up in
it His name and worship, and conferring upon His ancient people an
abundance of temporal and spiritoal blessings. He is now dealing with
us in a similar way; and let it be our daily prayer that we may not
despise His goodness, and bring down upon us His judgment for our
pride, extravagance, and ingratitude. The favour of all favours bestowed
upon the land of Canaan, and the land of England, may be seen in Matt.
ii. 1,2: “ Now when Jesns was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days
of Herod the king, behold there came wise men from the East to
Jerusalem, saying, Where is He that is born king of the Jews? for we
have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.”

Secondly, another precious trath we have is: “ God has forgiven the

smgquity of His people, and covered all their sin.” By what means?
Christ has taken their iniquity, as may be seen in Isa. liii. 6 : “ All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Christ, by His
perfect obedience and spotless righteousness, has covered original sin,
and all actual transgressions, so that not a spot of sin can be discovered.
It is well expressed thus:—

“ And, lest the shadow of a spot
Should on my soul be found.
He took therobe the Saviour wrought.
And cast it all around.”

Thirdly, another charming truth we have in this psalm is: “ God's
salvation s nigh them lhat frar Him. But you will want to feel it,
or how can you say from the heart: *“Show us Thy mercy, and grant us
Thy salvation”? The proof that vou fear God lies in an earnest desire
to be able to testify of your own salvation. There is a continual looking
to God, and waiting for it, against all temptations, doubts, and fears,
darkness of mind, and hardness of heart. One says: “I have waited
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for Thy salvation, O Lord.” Simeon continued to look and wait patiently
for God’s salvation, till God's time was fully come to manifest it, as
appears in this testimony: ‘¢ Liord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart
in peace, according to Thy Word; for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation ”’ (Luke 1i. 29, 30).

But let us now hasten to a consideration of the words in the tenth
verse of this psalm, already named. Here we have, so to speak, a
mystical court, in which are contending parties, Here is a spiritual
forensic debate. The meeting has respect to fallen man, as a transgressor
of God’s holy law. Mercy and peace are the counsel for the delinquent.
Truth and righteousness plead for the Crown, and contend in justice for
the execution of the culprit. Man, as a breaker of God’s law, is the
cause of such a meeting as is named in the words: “ Mercy and truth
are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
Here are the divine attributes deeply concerned about the fall; and
about the creature man. God is, figuratively speaking, contending
within Himself. He says: “O Ephraim, what shall I dounto thee? O
Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as the morning.
clord, and as the early dew that goeth away. Like men they have
transgressed the covenant; they have dealt treacherously against Me.”
O, how many times, like Ephraim, have you promised to be better, to be
good, and to do good, to be zealous for God, His cause, and His people?
And you have been all hot for a time; then you have utterly failed—
your love has waxed cold, you have forgotten God, His good cause, and
your poor brethren, and you have become as carnal and worldly as
though you had never made mention of the Savionr’s name. God says,
“You have not returned to Me.” No, nor is it likely they ever will;
for ¢ 15 not in man o direct his own steps. '

Again, it says, “ Prepare to meet thy God.” But is it at all likely
they can, or will, in God’s own way, since they are fallen away from all
that is good? The sum is, man has miserably fallen; and all the
attributes of God mentioned in this tenth verse, are become concerned
about it. A court is held, a counsel is called, the prisoner is placed at
the bar, and the trial begins. Mercy is the first to speak, whose speech
is as follows: “ My Lord, the Judge of all, I know the prisoner at the
bar is gnilty of death. He has broken an infinite law, the consequence
of which is infinite punishment. But oh, Thou holy One, let me speak
a word in Thine ears. Is not the prisoner Thy own workmanship,
created in Thy own image, yet only a mere creature of yesterday, and
liable to change, and to fall from his own steadfastness? What could
be expected from a poor mortal, whose foundation is in the dust, when
pure spirits kept not their own habitation? What could be expected
from a worm, a little particle of dust, a small drop of the bucket, a
flower of grass? If the prisoner, now in the chains of justice, is not
acquitted, I shall lose my name, dignity, and honour.” Thus speaks
Mercy. Now, the speech of this learned advocate was listened to by
the Judge with all earnestness, and did not fail to meet His approbation
(1Johnii.1,2). Upon this, Truth rose and said, “ I have paid attention
to the speech of Mercy, but if the prisoner at the bar is not condemned
and executed, where will be my credit? Where will be my magnitude
and glory? The law is good, the sentence is just, and my right cannot
be forfeited. Mercy has pleaded hard for the criminal, but O, Thon



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 117

faithful, unchanging God, the sentence is gone from Thy lips, that in
case of transgressing the law, man shall surely die. If he is not sent
down into the pit, and confined in everlasting chaing of darkness and
despair, where will be my honour? and what will become of my name
‘and dignity?” Thus ends the speech of Truth. Upon this, Righteouns-
ness gets up in his splendid robes, and speaks eloquently and learnedly.
But what ig that I see in his hands? It is a pair of balances.
They are to weigh the prisoner, the man who stands at the bar, accused
of idolatry, adultery, and murder. He is already weighed, and found
to be lighter than vanity in all the faculties of the soul, and in all the
members of the body, and so is unsound, * from the soul of the foot to
the crown of thehead.” “ Now,” says Righteousness, “ O Thou Judge,
perfect and upright, holy and just, how can Mercy be heard in this court?
Truth has declared that vengeance is due to prisoner at the bar, and he
ought to be dealt with according to his crimes, or what is to become of
my great name and dignity?” This énds the telling speech of
Righteousness; when Peace immediately rises, and speaks to the following
effect: *“1 find in this court Truth and Righteousness have been con-
tending against Mercy. I wish, my Lord, O Judge, to takea prominent
part in this debate, simply by proposing a certain question for the con-
sideration of the whole court. We want, if possible, that the counsel
on both sides should come to a perfect agreement, and the prisoner at
the bar be pronounced justified.”” Peace goes on to say, “ O Thou God
of peace, is it not in some way possible to make an atonement for the
prisoner, and acquit him, without doing the least injury to Truth and
Righteousness? Cannot some way or plan of reconciliation be thonght
of 7 Can a competent person be found willing to stand in the gap, to
represent the prisoner, and answer for him in all the just claims of the
law? But how could such a thing be accomplished by mortals?
Impossible. Cannot angels do it? They are by no means in a position
to do it. Well, then, heaven and earth seem to fail.” At last, after
half an hour’s silence in court, the Wisdom of God, then in court, stood
up and said, “Here am I, send Me about this business. I will take
human nature into union with Myself; and so by being both finite
and infinite, by heing God and man united in one person, I will
stand in the gap and answer for everything in the behalf of the gnilty
sinner.”

With this speech the Judge was well pleased. Truth and Righteous-
ness both declared that they were in every way satisfied; and the counsel
on both sides rejoiced in the satisfaction thus made. All four then
pronounced the verdict, and declared the prisoner “ justified from all
1t\ilings, from which he could never have been justified by the law of
Moses.”

THE CONSCIENCE.
By W. WiNTERS.
HE conscience is not an infallible monitor alone, as it is subject to
. erroneous teaching, and hence the use and blessiug of real sound
instruction. It often becomes weak (1 Cor. viii. 7), but one simple
passage of Scripture explains much respecting this point:  Unto the
pure, all things are pure; but unto them that are defiled and pubehevmg
I8 nothing pure, but even their mind and conscience 1s deﬁled.;,



118 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Sincerity in this place is a principle of conscience, and must be accepted
for its intrinsic worth, The defiled conscience, or that which is blinded
by the god of this world, is sometimes quiet—that is, in the way of doing
good—simply becanse it is scared and dead (1 Tim. iv. 2). At other
times it is like the *‘ troubled sea,” and being uninstructed by divine
light and troth, is apt to take good for evil, and evil for good; or, in
other words, it excuses where it should accuse, and wice versd. The
conscience, says good old South, is a Latin word with an English termi-
nation, and accordingly denotes ““a double or joint knowledge—to wit,
one of a divine law or rule, and the other of a man’s own action—
and is so properly the application. of a general law to a particular
instance of practice.” The conscience is evidently a mirror in which
every one may see himself reflected, and in which every action
is represented in its proper colour. Therefore, in the words of the
apostle, we say, “ Pray for us; for we trust we have a good conscience.
in all things, willing to live honestly ” before God and man, which is
the fullest meaning of the text (Heb. xiii. 18). Conscience, infers a
modern author of some repute, is the representative of the inuer revela-
tion of God, which proceeds from the creative Spirit of God, infuses
itself into the spirit of man, and as a plastic energy forms and moulds
him, by conveying to him the cognisance of God's will and man’s
obedience in His sight. Thus conscience is our moral sense continually
held in check by the Spirit of God; it is the very soul of oar loyalty to
Him; it is the religio of a true communion.

When the mind is ignorant or uncertain about the tendency of an
action to good, or when there are several circumstances in the case, some
of which being doubtful, render the mind dubious concerning the morality
of an action, then the conscience is doubtful, and liable to proceed in a
wrong course. 1f, as some think, the error of ignorance is involuntary,
or invincible, then the action proceeding from that error, or from that
ignorance, is reckoned innocent. To follow an erroneous conscieace i8
decidedly wrong, if the error which misled the conscience was the effect
of some carnal passion of the heart. The conscience, without doubt,
like the other faculties of the sonl, has materially snffered by the fall,
consequently it is different as regards its tendencies after conversion to
God than before; for before conversion, or rather regeneration, the
conscience, as a ruole, is not so keenly sensitive to the nature of sin and
the strictness of God’s law as it is when the great change has been
effected. Therefore, the conscience, bliuded by sin, withont the light of
the Spirit of God, adberes merely to the moral law, cnrrent among men,
and i nnder the law of works to God. But the conscience made pure
by the “ washing of regeneration” is under the law of grace, which
actnates the mind and will in the exercise of things spiritnal and divine.
The possessor of a sanctified conscience generally knows from experience
what he believes; the established, saving truths of the Gospel are held by
him as principles of faith, and not of opinion merely. The conscience
is a law of the mind, as we see defined by the apostle (Rom. vii.23), and
it is in perfect harmony with the soul (Tit. i. 15), according to the
amonnt of kuowledge received, whether the soul be in a saved state or
stherwise, for the heart and affections cannot be changed without
affecting the conscience. Grace is like oil, and is sometimes compared
to it, which spreads its sanctifying influences over the whole inner man.

Church-yard, Waltham Abbey.
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I W emoriam.
WILLIAM CROWTHERLR, ESQ., OF GOMERSAL.

Wno FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS, FEBRUARY 26, 1882.
“ The memory of the just is blessed.”—Prov. x. 7.

IN peaceful sweetness to yon City golden,
The mighty spirit of our brother fled !
Leaving his sacred dust with warriors
olden, [dead.

To sleep awhile, recumbent with the

Alas! onrloss! yet take we consolation—

The gain is his | —We lay him ’neath
the sod,

And ask in tones of stifled lamentation,

“ How are the mighty fallen |”” How !
O God !

The echo comes, he dwelleth with the
holy !
Zion, the solemn theme reiterates !
His noble deeds must live—the poor
and lowly
Shared in his worth, and praised him
in the gates.

Peace was his motto, and he ruled vic-
torious, [true;

As man with men, and to his country
Poising the scales of justice, he was
glorious, [due.

In rendering honour to whom it was

Long will the day be ere his name is
blotted [to mourn,
From the sad hearts of those he leaves
Ah! thanks to God, his memory, un-
spotted, [is gone.
Fragrant remains, though his vast soul

Waltham Abbey, March 16, 1882.

His facile pen and fluent tongue no
longer [day;
Strive in the war with errors of the
But being dead, he speaks, in language
stronger, [the way.

Gf Christ, the grandest life, the truth,

No plastic orator with words seductive,
Touching with skill the passions of the
youth ; [structive ;
But firm and brave, yet simple and in-
In short, a Champion of the grand old

Truth.
Rest, man of valour, Christian hero,
slumber, [meet !

Thy work is done, thou hast no foe to
The conquest’s thine, and blessings oat
of number, {feet !
Spread with immortal glory round thy

Eternal sunlight’s there; and sin can
never
Cast one faint shadow,—O to realige
The fullest import of that blissful ever,
And the sweet fact—the Christian
never dies |
We leave thee, CROWTHER ; thon art not
forsaken ;
Theeye of Jesus watches o’er thy dust,
Till the glad morning when the dead

awaken, [the just !
Then shalt thou rise and stand among
W. WINTERS.

THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

.

‘EPHRAIM'S ANTI-TYPICAL AGE
AS VIEWED FROM
THE ANCIENT MILESTONE.”
(THIRD NOTICE.)
TwIOE before have we aseended into the
different halls on the top of the ancient
mile-stone, wherein Ephraim's anti-
typical age has been queried. In my
third ascent I felt asoul-desire to be led
into the inner Palace of Rest and Conso-
lation; but Mrs. Hemans—her pictures,
her poems, her painful pursuits, her
peaceful departure—all these were
pressed upon me, and I entered a little
into her remarkable life. 1 could not
continue; I wanted rest. I cried out,
‘ Hinder me not, ye much loved saints;
I must find rest with you.” Yet, so
much business, care, and Church-con-
cerns laid mpon my mind, I could not

step in the inner Palace of Rest and Con-
solation when the door was open. 1
thought [ saw that truly blessed saint of
God's own making and keeping, whom
they call **Alderman Joseph Osbora, of
Banbury.” He was standing up, quite
erect; his handsome face was full of
smiles; and he was congratulating a
numerous company, saying, ‘ Now.
beloved and adopted children of the
heavenly King, now we all realise the
delightful truth of that saying in Isaiah,
¢ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on THEE, because
he trusteth in THEE.” ¢ Hallelujah,”
sang the company, adding,—

«“Qur God is faithful to His saints,
Is faithful to His Son!”

As they sang such rays of brightness
shone forth on all their faces that I saw
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many I have known out in the roughand
dark ways of this world; but I was
obliged to turn from the doorway of this
palace, and get into the long, large hall
of Reflection over the Past. Such tele-
scopes they were looking through! One
ancient pilgrim was explaining the
career of William Huntington, of Master
Vinall, of Thomas Chamberlain, of Isaac
Beeman, and others, of which I was
taking notes, when

“AN ELDER WHO HAD BEEN
FORTY YEARS ON THE DARK CONTINENT ”

callcd me away into one quiet nook; and
said he, “ Look you here, sir! You are
one of ihe stewards of the mysteries of
the kingdom. You are one of the watch-
men on the walls of Zion. To you thou-
sands are looking, and are crying,

“ Watckman, what of the night 2° "

I bowed a nervous, a silent, a hesitating
assent. This elder had in his hand a
thick quarto manuscript book; and after
a pause, he looked up again, and con-
tinued, “I have been over forty years
driven to and fro on the dark continent;
during that time I have employed my
leisure hours in watching, and in
analysing, in weighing, examining, and
trying to prove the many new spirits, the
multitude of new enterprises, wherewith
men of mental and of physical powers
have been, and still are, seeking to
“evangelise the masses.’ Tabernacles
have been built; revival services have
been everywhere carried on; armies have
been organised; and hundreds of
thousands of pounds have been given for
the salvation of the people. And the
old question has come up again—*The
baptism of John, was it from heaven, or
of men? Answer Me.” And they said
unto Jegus,

“{WE CANNOT TELL.

“ Now, sir,” earnestly asked the elder,
“ will you review this manuscript, and
give me your mind as to whether or not
it ought to be published?” * Bir,” said
L “do you know what it is to be a sole
editor, with letters flowing in nearly
every post? with accumulating heaps of
books and papers, all silently calling,
‘Attend to me’? Beside the editor’s
office add the pastor, and preacher, and
dispenser of charity, and where can time
be found to meet your request ?”

‘“ Read the title and the contents,”
said he, “ and answer me,—

“ Dare you refuse?”

I read the boldly and handsomely
written title, ** Zhe Eight Branches of
Josephk's Fruitful Bough; or, All About
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the Spurgeons.”
I read—

“Chapter I. The ancient, the noble,
the devoted grandsire. Chapter IT1. The
quiet, the honoured son. Chapter III.
The hero.  Chapter IV. The gentle-
manly loving brother, Chapter V. The
beloved lady at the head of the book-
giving department. Chapter VI. The
Australian evangelist. Chapter VIL. The
young cherubim. Chapter VIII, The
pastor’s helpmeet, the lady lecturer, and
the sister of the happy hero.”

“T cannot, sir, understand the motive
or the meaning of this history of a family
who are, or have been, more or less,
public ambassadors for peace to the
people.”

“8ir,” seriously and awfully stern,
exclaimed. the elder, “ the questions to
be examined are these—Can the Pope
and Martin Luther walk together? Can
Augustus Toplady and John Wesley
harmonise? Can John Calvin and John
Arminius sweetly blend and unite under
the same banner of the cross? Can it
be proved that New Testament doctrines,
New Testament ordinances, and New
Testament Church government came first
of all from heaven, by the magnificent
descent of the Holy Ghost ! and is it not
patent that Peter, on that auspicious
occasion, fully carried out His Lord’s
parting injunction? To be more explicit
and plain, sir, look at these four features
of Divine truth.

“First, Our Lord’s promise: ‘When
He, the SPIRIT OF TRUTH, is come, He
shall lead you into all truth.” There isa
positive promise made by the eternal
Son of God Himself.

“Becondly, Now read our Saviour’s
commission, ‘Go ye into all the world,
and preach THE GOSPEL to every
creature: he that believeth, and is
baptized, shall be caved,'&c. And Christ
added, ‘ Teaching them to OBSERVE ALL
THINGS whatsoever I have commanded
you, and lo! I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.’

“ Thirdly, Now examine Peter’s
preaching and practice. He preached
the truth; the Divine Spirit carried the
Word home with a quickening power;
some cried out (not to Peter only, but to
the multitude—the whole assembly of
the apostles), ‘ Men and brethren, what
shall we do?’  What said Peter?
‘Repent !>—i.e., as the Greek schools
render it, ‘ Turn unto God, and come in.’
(How?) ‘Repent; be baptized, EVERY
ONE of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
for the remission of sins; and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Then they that gladly received his

Turning to the contents,
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words were baptized; and the same day
there were added unto them.about three
thousand souls,’

“ Lastly, What was the prophetic
pattern? Oh, write it plainly and boldly.
‘¢And they continued steadfastly in the
apostle's doctrine, and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers.’

“There, Mr. Editor, is the whole plan
of Gospel preaching, of Gospel practice,
and of Church government. I ask,
Have the Churches thus continued 7"

I replied, * Mr. Elder, I confess I have
seen ; during the last fifty years, I have
seen a gradual declension in the preach-
ing and in the practice of the Churches.
1 have passed through floods of sorrow
from external dangers; and secretly I
have witnessed that the more the Armin-
ian element has been mixed in with the
Gospel, the more successful (in appear-
ance) the preaching became; and deeply
in my soul, I have thought—yes, in my
soul, I have had the question rolling over
and over, up and down—Is the Lord
indifferent as to what doctrine men
preach? Has He revoked the New
Testament pattern set forth so plainly
on the day of Pentecost ? Are ministers
left to choose what they please?”

The old elder, who had suffered a long
martyrdom, waxed warm, stood up in a
kind of paroxysm of intense feeling,and
cried out, * Sir! the questions I will ask
are these: (1) Did the late James Wells
say to you, at the commencement of that
vast and unparalleled revival, which
England has looked upon with astonish-
ment during the last thirty years, or
nearly so—did not the then much
agitated Surrey Tabernacle pastor say to
you, ¢ There is so much real ¢ruth in it,
which will carry away thousands of the
Lord’s people; there is the danger’?
Did he sorrowfully make that remark to
you?” HEDID. Ihavenever forgotten
it.  “(2) Will you not confess that you
have seen

THE GOSPEL ON A SLIDING SCALE ?

The Gospel of the grace of God was
preached ; the worship of God was con-
ducted with solemnity and Scriptural
propriety, And at headquarters it
may be so now very strictly. But
throughout the country Churches has
there not come in man's free-will, open
communion, bazaars, musical entertain-
ments, songs, solos, and some golden
words, all mixed up together? Asinthe
dark continent I have travelled, quite
free from all pecuniary interest, I have
seen these auxiliaries to what they call
worship; and I have heard from many,
and felt it, too, that there is a with-
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drawal of the vital power of the HoLy
GHOST from ministers, from helieving
people, and from the outward hearers.
What scenes have been witnessed at
Hull, at Ranasey, and in other quarters!
The great prophet declared, ‘It is
impossible but that offences must come;
but woe unto that man by whom they
come.” My third question is this: Will
you take this eight-chapter book, and
carefully review it ? 7

I may not live long enough. In the
so-called Churches there is so much that
is good, and so many evil workers, that
one fears to speak, lest we do evil. But
with prayer, with only one desire, to
endeavour to honour our only God and
Saviour, I take it. If these eight
branches of Joseph’s fruitful bough
appear, I trust it will be seen that they
are Joseph's boughs indeed.

Cruelty to Animals—Mr. W. Frith’s
little book on the infernal wickedness of
so-called scientific operators should bhe
everywhere distributed, in mercy to the
poor dumb things who are martyrs to
speculation. Copies may be had of Mr.
Guest, or of the aunthor, Trinity Church.
Gunnersbury, near London.

The Late Lord Justice Lush.—When
a little boy in Shaftesbury, he sought for
any situation one Mr. Chitty, a solicitor.
could give him. Young Lush was taken
in; he progressed, came to London, still
persevered; was called to the Bar, and at
last to oneof the highestoffices in the legal
regions. From being, first, a Unitarian,
he was induced to hear Christopher
Woollacott, the pastor of the Westminster
Baptist Church; and, with the divine
blessing, under Mr. Woollacott’s minis-
try, Mr. Lush was converted to God,
baptized, and received into the Church.
This led to his marriage with Miss
Woollacott, the pastor’s eldest daughter;
and, in every sense of that beautiful
comprehensive term, she was a genuine.
a continuous, a blessed help-meet to him.
After a forty years' exceedingly happy
union, Lady Lush was taken from him.
in March, 1881. The shock to his sen-
sitive and nervous system was so severe
that he never rallied effectually from its
painful influence. His recent death is
well known. How the late Judge worked
up the legal ladder, how his character
was sustained, and his perseverance
rendered prosperous, with some other
incidents in his life, may be furnished irt
these pages in due time. It is a rare
thing to find a * Lord Justice ” an elder
and worker in a Baptist Church; but so
it was. How far his faith and experience
went into the essentials of the Gospel of
Christ we have yet to learn.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS,OUR PEOPLE.

“HIS EYES LOOKED UPON ME
WITH TEN THOUSAND SMILES.”
The Early Life
and Call by Grace of Our Aged Brother
JouN DEeNXNIsoN.

I was born in December, 1798, but the day
of the month I donot know. The Lord was
pleased to meet with me in my soul when I
bad just entered my nineteenth year. The
last »ix years before that I seemed ripening
for destruction; all the reproof 1 had from
good men, I opposed everytbing, and 1 was
determined to fill up my lifein sin; I was as
hard as adamant, without any feeling of a
hereafter. My dear mother was very ill for
four years, and I had no more feeling towards
her than astone. I had a dear uncle, and he
was a good man, my mother’s hrother; he
often came to see her, and always reproved
me for my folly; and oh, the great enmity in
my heart against him. I never said anything
to bim, but I felt if I bad a sword I could
have cut off his bead, and whenever 1 saw
him coming to see my mother I got out of
his sight. Then the dear Lord was pleased
to remove my mother by death, and she was
buried cn February 11. I still remained
without leeling, dead and hlind, yea, twice
dead, plucked up hy the roots; but as soon as
she was laid in the grave we went over to a
Baptist chapel a little way from the church-
vard, and the old minister had just taken his
1lext in the afternoon, and he referred to our
riend just laid in the grave, and said we
should” soon foltow. That soft, gentle word
dropped inte my immortal soul, and after
service my dear uncle, and another good man,
and I, walked home together. We had about
four miles to go, and my dear unele and this
good man kept talking together ahout the
zood things all the way home, and I listened
all the time, and their subject was about
aternity—namely, heaven and hell; and my
dear uncle said what an awful state were the
wicked in. The words he used were as follows:
“ When the wicked have been in hell as many
years as the sand upon the sea shore, or
speils of grass, no nearer the end; and as for
the righteous, they would he taken from all
the evils that were to come, would be taken to
heaven to dwell with Jesus to all eternity.”
1 felt I was one of those wicked ones, and
I was so swallowed up with eternity I
thought I should never be able to walk home,
1 thought every step I took I should goright
through the earth into the hottomless pit.
1 did not say a word to my dear uncle or his
friend about these things, because I thought
there was no one like me jn the world.

I lived about a mile away from home,
because I was at service, and I went to bed
on Sunday evening, but I did not get any
sleep till three o'clock, because I thought I
should wake up in bell; but I woke up about
four o'clock, went into my stable to look
«tter my horses, and then I opened my
wutern door and put my fidgers into the

candle as long as I could bear them, and lit
a match and put itinto the palm of my hand,
and that burnt the skin oft 8s hig as half-a-
crown ; now I could take my fingers out of
the candle, the matches out of my hand, but
i hell I could never come out; the law of
God took hold of me, and the justice of God
held me, and the portion followed me,
“ Cursed is every one that continueth not in
all things written in the book of the law to
do them.”

This state I lived in for about three
months ; I wasted away almost to a skeleton;
I did not know how to eat or how to do my
work ; I was without hope and feeling, with-
out God in the world. But I wasin my stable,
reading Joln xix., about my dying Lord, and
at the end of three months, instead of heing
under Mount Sinai, which is under the curse*
and the wrath of the Almighty; forifa beast
were to come to that mount he was to he
stoned to death—but instead of being under
that mountain He hrought me to another
mountain, which is Mount Calvary; gave me
such a revelation of His Jove and_the
preciousness of His blood, and the Holy
Ghost gave me such a knowledge of His
person as God-man, ahle and willing to save
to the uttermost! The dear Glory-man
appeared to me hy precious faith, that His
face was all love; His eyes looked upon me
with ten thousand smiles, and so revealed
Himself in His passion that His face and all
were covered with blood; the streams of this,
flowing into my inmost soul, removed my sin
and guilt, 1 had sueh communion with my
dear Lord that cannot be expressed. I went
up one cormer of my stable and poured out:
my soul unto Him fcr three-quarters of an
hour. I could say then He loved me and
gave Himself for 1ne, without a dcubt or a
fear. Now this is the glorious liberty of the
glorious Gospel of the Son of God.

After these things I felt very desirous
to hear the Gospel, hut I went to various
places and could not find it to my satis-
faction ; there was sometimes works and
sometimes grace, tried to mix law and Gospel
together, but the dear Lord gave me s real
hungry and thirsty soul after a precious
Jesus, and Him I could not find in what I
heard. But the dear Lord was pleased to lead
me to a little place in my own town at
Thaxted; there I heard the Gospel that I
loved, and there I continued heariag it; there
I was brought more fully into the liberty of
it,and I said to myself, This is my home, and
I attended all the prayer~-meetings. There I
gathered much strength in the Lord, and I
very much enjoyed the company of the Lors’
people ; I knew the sweetness of that text,
“ Then they that feared the Lord spake often
one to another, and the Lord hearkened and
heard it, and a hook of remembrance was
written bhefore Him for them that fear the
Lord and that thought upon His name.”

The dear Lord still led me on to search His
own Word, and I found His commandments,
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baptiem, and the Lord’s Bupper; and I read
of them, and they were exceedingly sweet.
The Holy Spirit applied them without any
outwaridl means, and I declared them to the
mipister, aod the Church received me with
all their heart ; and when 1 was baptized, as
soon as | was out of the water I went
singing into the vestry. I am sure it is God’s
ordinance, and the Lord’s Supper ; and down
to the present moment I rejoice in them
more and more.

After this I went on rejoicing steadily
for twenty years; then 1 came into
the field of battle. I lost my first love,
and the sweetness of the graces of the
Spirit, but not my God. Now the dear
Spirit was teaching me not to live on the
grace received, my faith, and hope, and Jove ;
but to live on the God of all grace, to be con-
stantly coming to Him, to receive from Him
all the rich fulness which is all in Jesus.
After this I had a great darkness come upon
the, and I sunk very low for some long time,
not quite in despair, but I was in Doubting
Castle, and this made me cry more earnestly
unto my God. This I proved by answer to
prayer. 1 found tben the preaching of the
“Word became the bread of life to my soul,
and the Lord shed abroad His love into my
heart again. I felt such love to Zion, and
when I read the Scriptures at prayer meeting,
I now and then dropped a word or two.
Some thought it was right, and others
thought it was wrong; so they put an
extinguisher upon it. This led me much to
;pray unto my God. Two portions came
into my mind. One was, “ That which 1
reveal unto you in secret, that proclaim ye
upon the housetops.”  The other was,
¢ Preach the Word ; be instantin season and
out of season.” These lay on my mind nearly
two years. They were at times like fire
burning, which was the fire of God’s love.
Theun friends in villages asked me to come
and read, and speak a little. I went to four
places; once a month to each place. I kept
on so, by the help of the Lord; and the
Lord supported me under all the conflicts I
had to go through. I did not go anywhere,
only when they sent for me. Afier this I
was called out in a more public way, and the
friends seemed to receive the Word of the
Lord. As missionary I kept on for nearly
twenty years, and then afterwards I fell into
a state of great darkness. The thingsof this
life tried me very much, and then Satan
tempted me greatly, that I sank lower in
wy mind than ever before. I underwent
soul travail for more than two years and
-eigbt months. I thought I was cast out,
and cast oft for ever. I feared I was never
called by grace, and I had preached His
Gospel to others, and I myself should be a
castaway. My mouth was closed from
speaking over two years in public, neither
was | able to pray in public, but in secret
nﬁy prayers were sighs and groans, and now

e has giveu me to see and feel those sighs
and groans were heard. Ten years ago
broughit me into the glorious liberty of the
Gospel, which was by His own Word being
applied to my soul on my bed, ten miles
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from home. These were the portions, “ I will
never leave thee, I will never forsake thee ;
and another, ©“ All power is given unto Me,
both in heaven and on earth.” And the last
portion, ‘ Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint.” These cume witb great power
to my soul. I was melted down at His dear
feet. 1 lay three bours meditating on this
part of the Word; then the dear Lord
opened my mouth again, and I can say the
last ten vears that ] have enjoyed more out
of His Word than I have all the rest of my
pilgrimage. Now I know what the wise
man says,—To every hungry soul every
bitter thing is sweet. Father, Son, and
Spirit so endear themselves through my
dying Lord and ever-living intercessor at
the right hand of God. My work is among
the Churches that have no pastors, and they
always welcome me, and say we shall be glad
to see you again.

Dear brother, I love ministerially to feed
the children of God. I can say I love my
God. Ilove His work, I love His saints,
and I am not afraid to say I seek His glory,
and the good of immortal souls, and I
penerally speak three times aday, and I never
feel more happy than in the work of the
Lord. I walk forty miles a week, and have
entered my four score and four. Dear
brotber, if you think this will be any use for
your magazine, and for the encouragement
of any poor soul, put it in ; and if not, burn
it up.

SUFFOLK.—Our friends who have fled
to the United States, and to the different
colonies, will be thankful to learn that Little
Stonham Baptist chapel is still a sacred
meeting-house, where the rising race, and
those more ripening for glory, assemble for
the worsbip of the great Creator and
Redeemer of poor seekers for a better country.
It will interest some to kunow our very dear
friend, who has been our devoted Sunday-
school superintendent, has entered into the
matrimonial hemispbere, and we held a
parting meeting (March 8,1882), when the
children, so fond of her, and the friends so
grateful for all the services she has so
efficiently rendered, desired to express their
gratitude to the awmiable and sincere friend
by presenting her with a genuine token of
their affection in the form of a silver stand,
which was most feelingly and gracefully
received, and acknowledged with kind
expressions of hope for the future welfare ot
us all. May Heaven smile upon ber, and
bless the union. Also, on March 1, 1832, we
realised a happy season in the gathering
together of the members of our choir, who,
after tea, cheered our spirits by the beautitul
rendering of anthems and various hyvwmns of
praise. Qur minister, Mr. 8. Grimwood,
read the Word of God; prayers were poured
forth,and the siugers from the chapels around
came with one accord to join in with us in
praising the Lord, whose mercy endureth for
ever. The profits of the meeting were given
to the builting fund. Glory be to God on
high.—A MEMBER.
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METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.

Rough Notices by W. Winters, Pastor of
Waltham 4 bbey.

This Association, established in 1871, has
hecome a power for good in our denomina-
tion, maiuly under the fostering hand ot Mr.
John Box, hon. secretary. The annual
meetings were held on Tuesday, March 14,
in that grand old chapel, in Keppel-street,
around which so many rich historical asso-
ciations cluster. Tn the morning of the day
a devotional service was held, presided over
by Mr. W. J. Styles, when several brethren
in the ministry offered prayer. At the close
of this meeting the delegates of the various
associated Churches assembled for the trans-
action of business till one o’clock, when a
sumptuous repast awaited the numerous
friends, and to which tbey all appeared to do
ample justice. In the atternoon the body of
the chapel was well filled, and the letters
from the Associated Churches were read by
Mr. Jobn Box and Mr. Faulkner, Mr. G.
W. Shepherd in the chair. Prior to the
letter reading Mr. Shepherd read and com-
mented upon Psa. xci., and Mr. J. L. Meeres
offered prayer. The first leiter read was
from the Church at Bermondsey under the
pastorate of Mr. Meeres. The societies con-
nected with this Church are working well,
and record 123 members. Mr. James Grif-
fith of Hope Chapel, Bethnal Green, is
united, bappy, and in a measure prosperous ;
numbers 88 members, 4 added by baptism
during the year. The Church at Keppel-
street, under the efficient pastorate of Mr.
W. J. Styles, continues to prosper; 13 added
by baptism ; members, 125. Mr. James Daw-
son, of Camden-street, Kentish Town Road,
is successful and happy in his work, and
records 73 members, 3 added by baptism.
Avenue Chapel, Camden Town, under the
pastorate of Mr. W. H. Evans, continues to
flourish, though the Sunday-school is at
present without a superintendent ; added by
baptism, 4 ; members, 99. The Church at
Clapbam Junction is favoured with the
ministry of Mr. Jobn Bonney, the newly
beloved pastor elect; added by baptism, 5;
members, 47. It is highly gratifving to learn
that our brother Mr. Edwin Langford is in
peace with his people, and his ministry is
blessed to many; added by baptism, 6;
members, 98. Mr. John Hazelton, of Mount
Zion, Chadwell-street, enjoys peace with his
people, and is steadily prosperiug; the
societies connected with this Churcb are, as
might well he expected under so efficient a
ministry, well sustained ; added 2 by baptism ;
members,303. Mr. J. Willis, of Tamworth-
road, Croydon, continues happy, and is suc-
cesstul in his labours ; added 4 by baptism ;
members, 55. Forest-road, Dalston ; we are
happy tosay this Churcb enjoys the reviving
influence of the Holy Spirit, and has not for-
gotten the long and assiduous labours of its
late honoured pastor, Mr. J. H. Dearsly, who
is preaching for a few months, at least, at
West Brighton. Forest-road Church has
added by,baptism, 1 ; members, 37. Mr.J. 8.
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Anderson still prospers in Zion, New-Cross-
road. It is highly gratifying to see Mr.
Anderson so vigorous and healthful, and his
ministry so mueh blest to souls. He labours
hard, but is not without reward ; several are
waiting for baptism at the time of writing
this ; 8 have been added during the year by
baptism ; members recorded, 268, Erith,
Kent, where our brother H. F. Noyes has long
laboured at intervals; this Church has ex-
perienced the chill hand of death in taking
away two of its members during the ycar;
there is no pastor to this Church ; added by
baptism, 2 ; members, 26. Mr. Isaac Ballard
continues to labour with the Master’s
approval in Beulah Chapel, Farnborough,
Kent ; the financial state of this Church
is good, and what cannot be said of many
Churches, there is a balance in hand;
wembers, 36. Ebenezer, Grays, the congre-
gation continues good, and the Church is
heppy and united; the expenses are heavy
in carrying on the work ; the pulpit is sup-
plied by various brethren ; members, 14. The
Church under the pastorate of Mr. H.
Myerson is, we are grateful to record,
flourishing ; the Lord has heard prayer;
added by baptism, 3 ; members, 122. Salew,.
Hayes, is without a pastor; there is much
cause for thankfulness ; added, 1;; members,
17. Zoar, Wedmore-street, Upper Holloway;
this happy little flock under the pastorate of
Mr. H. Boulton issteadily prospering ; added
3 by baptism ; members, 20. Ebenezer,
Hornsey Rise, the Church expresses gratitude
for mercies realised; their beloved pastor,
Mr. Waterer, is getting into years, but the
Lord is his support; members, 59. Zoar,
Staines-road, Hounslow ; this happy Church
is successful under the pastorate of Mr. Jas.
Curtis; added 4 by baptism; members, 63.
The famous old Jireh, City-road, which ever
reminds us of the highly esteemed preacher-
and writer John A. Jones, its late heloved
pastor ; the congregation has improved since
last vear ; members, 68. Mr. W. Osmond
labours with much bappiness in Bethel,
Newton-street, Hoxton. He is surrounded
by a truth-loving people, who know how to
value his ministry; 4 have been added by
paptism ; members, 78. Providence, Isling-
ton, Mr. P. Reynolds is fruitful in his work ;
it is many years since the Church enjoyed
such prosperity as at present; added by
baptism, 8 ; members recorded, 126. Our
beloved brother Mr. W. Flack has just
celebrated the twenty-fifth apniversary of
his pastorate; the Sunday-school is in ex-
cellent condition ; members, 118. Kingston-
on-Thames, the Church at Providence
Chapel, Hammond-road, has no pastor, but
the people ure happy and truth-loving;
members, 37. Mr. G. W. Shepherd, the highly
esteemed pastor of Mount gion, Hill-street,.
Dorset-square, and president of the Associa-
tion, is marvellously successful in his beloved
Zion ; the Church-hooks have been revised,
and the return for this year is: added hy
baptism, 21; members, 354; the branch-
Church at Kilburn is progressing bappily.
Auckland-hill, Providence Chapel, has ne-
additions this year to record; members,20.
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Mr. Henry Brown, of Notting-hill Gate, is
happy and united with his people ; 2 have been
added by baptism ; members, 83. Zion chapel,
Heaton-road, our brother Mr. James Clark’s
Inbours have been much blest of God in this
place during his pastorate ; he, however, in the

rovidence of God, terminated his ministry
in this cause on March 26; we wish
him success with all our heart, as also the
Church he has left; added by baptism, 4;
members, 64. Carmel chapel, Westbourne-
street, Pimlico : we are glad to learn that the
cause is steadily reviving, under the ministry
of our beloved brother, Mr. Parnell, who has
accepted a six months’ engagement with this
people ; members,47. Mr. Robert Everard,
it is pleasing to learn, is successfully preach-
ing as the pastor of Bethel chapel, Poplar:
members, 24. Salem, Richmond, has had no
settled pastor since Mr. J. Hall; the Gospel
is still preached, and good is realised ; added
by baptism, 3; members, 51. Mr. P. W.
Williamson, the pastor of Addison-park
chapel, Shepherd’s-bush, is doing a good
work ; added by baptism, 2 ; members, 64. St.
Alban’s Bethel ; this chapel suffered from the
late heavy gales; there is no pastor, but God
is blessing His own Word; members 12.
Soho, Oxford-street: a very excellent and
encouragicg letter from this Church was
read, showing the healthful state of the many
societies connected with the cause under the
fruitful ministry of our beloved brother, Mr.
Jobn Box; added by baptism, 5; members, 216.
Forest-lane Baptist chapel is under the pas-
toral charge of Mr. John Hunt Lynn; during
the six vears of his ministry the cause has
marvellously prospered. He is a highly
useful, gifted and hard-working brother ;
added by baptism, 4; members, 64. West
Ham, the Church here is prospering, prayer-
meetings very enjoyable ; there is no stated
pastor, may the Lord send one in His own
time; we can depend upon the Lord, as He
always sends good ones ; added by baptism, 7;
members, 83, West-hill, Wandsworth, this
loving and successful Chureh is still without
a pastor ; the Church is blessed with a good
staff of working deacons, which blessing is
next in value to heaven itself ; additions hy
baptism, 3 ; members, 79. Our brother W. K.
Squirrell is now settled at Enon chapel,
Woolwich, andthe Lord is blessing his labours
greatly; added by baptism, 5; members, 70.

Mr., Box having concluded reading the
letters, the benediction was pronounced, and
the friends soon assermbled for tea. In the
evening the chapel was packed full down-
Stairs, and a great number were in tbe
galleries. ' Mr. Sheplerd, presiding, read
Isa. xxxv.,and Mr, Adam Dalton, of Sutton-
at-Hone, offered fervent prayer, after which
Mr. Shepherd delivered a masterly discourse,
founded on the words, ‘“By whom shall
Jacob arise,” &ec., which was much appre-
f:‘lated. Able addresses werg alsu delivered on

New Testament Baptisms® by Messrs. R.
E. Sears, H. Myerson, and J. H. Lynn.
The usual votes of thanks were tendered and
responded to, and the very successful meeting
terminated most satisfactorily. To God be
the glory given, Amen.
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LIMEHOUSE.—One of the most suc-
cessful meetings ever held in Coverdale-
rooms was realised on March 7, comwmnemo-
rative of the twelfth anniversary of the cause
in this place. Brother G. Webb preached
the Gospel in the afternoon. One hundred
and sixty friends took tea. In the evening
the pastor, F. C. Holden, presided. Brother
G. f Baldwin opened the meeting. Prayer
was offered by brother M. Branch. Mr.
Holden spoke with feelings of gratitude of
unity and prosperity in the Church. Since
November five had been added by baptism,
and two by experience. The Church had
raised Mr. Holden’s salary ten shillings per
week, and the Church and congregation had
collected the handsome sum of £20, which
wag presented by Mr. Turner, accompanied
by a warm-hbearted speech. Mr. Holden
accepted the same with grateful expressions.
Mr. Thomas Stringer gave a stirring and
instructive address on the fourfold view of
the pilgrim, as mentioned in Heb. xi. 13.
Mr. Holden, in thanking Mr. Stringer tor
his excellent speech, made honourable and
loving mention of the late Mr. Evans, a
member at Coverdale, and formerly 2 mem-
ber of the ‘“Cave,” under good William
Allen. Mr. Henry Myerson delivered a
warm and discriminating speech on the
glorious things spoken of Zion ; Mr. George
Webb on the white-robed and blood-washed
throng above. W. Winters spoke on the
triumphant songs of ancient Israel. Mr.
James Griffiths dwelt with much sweetness
on the mercy of the Lord. Several anthems
were excellently rendered during the even-
ing, in which many of the congregation
heartily joined. Great credit is due to the
choir, and specially to their excellent leader,
Mr. C. L. Kemp.—W. WINTERS.

FROM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT.

Those of us who have reached the meridian
of life, and have observed the varied move-
ments of the causes ot truth during the past
thirty or forty years in the vicinity of the

East of London, comprising Stepney,
Poplar, Rateliff-highway, &ec., ask the
question, ‘* Where are the people who
used to gather and fill the ¢ Cave,

under William Allen, Webster and others?
Where are the people who used to listen to
the quaint utterances and effeminate voice of
Robert Bowles? Where are those who,
years ago, used to worship with the now
retiring Welsh brothers, and other places
that might be mentioned?” Well, Mr.
EARTHEN VESSEL, the truth-loving folk
of this part have united to strengthen
the hands of Pastor Holden and the Church
under his care in an upper room at * Cover-
dale,”” Waterlao - street, Limehouse. If
Ichabod can be and is written on some
places, there is, I rejoice to inform your
readers, prosperity at Coverdale-rooms. I
will not attempt any description of the
twelfth anniversary of the formation of the
Churech on the 7th ult., as I noticed your
untiring and persevering friend, W. Winters,
there with pencil and paper; who, by _the
way, gave a most spirited and soul-stirring
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address, and for whom we all hope and pray
there are many prosperous Summwers in store,
But I will just add that y. ur son in the faith,
George Webh, was quiteat home in the after-
noon while talking to the people from the
words, * Blessed are the people who know
the joxful souvd.” His ruddy appearance,
his ready utterances, his rhythmical quota-
tions, alwavs ¢ joice the hearts of the people.
‘Will you allow me. George, to thank you for
the very kind ref rence you made to dear old
William Allen, of hlessed memory? In con-
clusion 1 must refer to the verv commendable
rendering of the anthems by the young
people who form the choir. Jt is always
gratifving to me, and, I think, necessary to
tbe building up of a cause, to encourage the
voung. They can, if carefully tutored,
render efficient belp in the service of song.
May God continuve to bless Pastor Holden
:(1)nd his people is the prayer of—A LITTLE
NE.

OUR MINISTERS.—We do not feel
happy in seeing #0 many changes in the
ministry. Mr. Dickerson has had bis fifty
years in obe place. How few see so long a
pastorate! Mr. Sears leaves Foot’s Cray
because he cannot assent to an open-
communion Church. How feaifully that
question is disturbing the people, and
rendering the ministers unhappy ! The first
Chureh, on the Pentecostal day, was a close-
communion Baptist Church. It was the
attern of all future Churches which the

oly Ghost gave us. How dare any man to
alter it? We cannot tell. Mixed and open
communion is no where in the New Testa-
moent commanded. We are conscientious in
declaring we conld willingly resign any
pastorate, sooner than hreak open the gate,
the public, the initiatory ordinance gate,
the vi-ible way into the fellow<hip of the
Church. The baptism of penitent believers
is a figure of everyihing that is essential to
salvation. If that may he ignored, why not
every other ordinance? We hope Mr.
Sears wiil soon be happily settled in some
ureful field. Mr. James Clark has left
Heaton-road Peckham; others are on the
move. Minpizters with families are sorely
tried in these chapges.

IPSWICH. — Congregations at Zoar
Ipswich. are increasing under the ministra-
tion of Mr. 8. Cozens, and things appear to
wear a pleacing acpect. He has been lecturing
on the subjeet of * Spiritualism,” the suhject
being advocated by some in Ipswich. Mr. 8.
Cozens delivered two lectures in March. A
local paper said : * The second of two lectures
on Bpirituglism, by Mr. 8. Cozens, was
delivered in Zozr chapel, David-street. The
lecturer dealt with Spiritualism asitis. He
contended that the spirit manifestations of
the present day were due to mesmerism. No
credence, he said, should be put in Bpiritual-
ism, as it was a thing which tended to
demoralise both the mind, body, and soul.
The lecturer was listened to with much
attention by a fair audience.”
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LYNTON-ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL,
BERMONDSEY. — The twenty-second
annual meeting of the Sunday-schaol in con-
nection with this place was held on Thursday,
the 1Gth ult.  Im the afternoon of the day,
Mr. G. W. Shepherd, of Mount Zion, pregched
an impressive sermon ; after which the friends,
numbering about 120, partook of tea. At
the public meeting in the evening, the chair
was occupied by A. Boulden, Esq., of the
Surrey Tahernacle, who has for many years
past presided on similar occasions. Mr. Wm,
Stringer havinﬁimploretl the divine blessing,
the secretary (Mr. A. G. Blackman) read the
report, which was of an encouraging nature.
The chairman, in his remarks, observed that
it had been said that his opinion in regard to
Sunday-schools had changed ; but be thought
his presence that evening was conclusive
evidence that this was not the case. Some
good practical speeches were delivered by
Messrs. Meeres, Cooper, Cornwell, Levinsohn,
Carr, aud the superintendent (Mr. T. Knott)
all of which were listened to attentively ; the
latter said he believed a good work was going
on io the school, and pointed out how the
parents ol the scholars could materially assist
the teachers in their exertions. We are sorry
to have to record that, for the first time for
20 years, the pastor (Mr. R. A. Lawrence),
was absent from the meeting, owing to his
illness ; but which, we trust, is now nearly
over. At the close of the meeting Mr.
Blackman moved, and Mr. King seconded
the following resolution, which, we need
hardly say, was carried unanimously : ““ That
this meeting desires to record its deep sym-
pathy with Mr. R. A. Lawrence in the very
heavy affliction through which he is now
passing ; and hopes (if the Lord will) that
the favourable change which has taken place
in regard to his health may be of a lasting
pature, and that he may shortly be restored
to his much-loved work and people.” Alto-
gether a very pleasant evening was spent;
and the collections, including donations and
profit on tea, amounted to over £15.

MATDSTONE.-—~Anniversary of Provi-
dence Sunday School was February 22. A
good number favoured us with their presence
totea. At a public meeting Mr. G. Webb
presided. Our school is growing ; the Seere-
tary read the report for 1881, showing an
increase of 25 scholars. The children recited
nieces, and sung suitahle hymns. The pastor
presented to the superintendent (much to his
surprise), from the teachers and friends, 2
familv Bible, together with two volumes of
« Biblical Things Not Generally Known.”
The pastor then distributed the prizes, each
child receiving one. A pleasant evening
closed by singing, “ Saviour, breathe an
evening blessing.”’—R. P.

PULHAM-ST.-MARY. — The Baptists
here, and in the village stations, are earnest
in prayer, and Mr. Benjamin Taylor’s
mipistry continues to reach the people’s
hearts.  On Sunday, April 3, our pastor will,
if God permit, haptize some more believers
in Jesus.
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WALWORTH.—The eleventh anniver-
sary of (we may designate them) * the Surrey
Tabernacle Sunday-schools’ was commemo-
rated on Tuesday, February 28 1882, A
large gathering of friends much enjoyed a
refreshing cup of ten. The public meeting
was respectfully conducted by their steady and
earnest friend, Mr. John Pigpgott (the
prosperous citizen of Cheapside), uuder whose
direction, in unison with Mr. J. Green, the
honorary secretary, the schools have proved a
blessing to some hundreds of the rising race.
Before the new Surrey Tabernacle was
erected, the late beloved Mr. James Wells
assured us it was his desire and fixed intention
to connect with the new tabernacle Sunday-
schools and a hall for the Biblical edification
of young men. His wishes have, in some
measure, heen zealously carried out by the
friends who conduct these schools in Penrose-
street. On the evening above referred to,
Mr. J. Green, the honourable and esteemed
secretary, read a well prepared report, which
we hope to analyse when it is published. Mr.
John Mead, one of the deacons of the Surrey
Tabernacle, delivered an easy and encouraging
essay on the natural, the moral, and the
spiritual benefit of Sunday-schools when
carried on as their schools are—with correct
motives, and in a truth-loving spirit. Mr.
John Mead is a pleasing speaker, and is sure
to carry a religious audience with him. We
heard an aged Tabernacle friend say, ‘ Mr.
John Mead is a much better preacher than
many who come up intoour pulpit.” Not a
few of that Church and congregation would
be gratified to accept him as their settled
pastor ; whether that is the will of God or
not, we cannot decide; some think it must
be so. It certainly would be an unspeakable
mercy if it pleased God to raise up a
man specially ordained and qualified to unite
the Church and congregation together; and
also of sufficient ministerial power to bring
in some hundreds more to fill the house with
spiritual worshippers; and to make the hearts
of the people to sing songs of praise and of
glory unto the Lord. At this school anni-
versary Mr. Joseph. Beach, and the new
Tabernacle deacon, Mr. Thumas King, also
opened their hearts freely in encouraging the
workers in theseschools. Wa essayed to lead
the feelings and thoughts of the people up to
the soul-saving theme of a glorious Trinity,
but we failed. Itisto us adifficulty tospeak
at all when other gifted orators are waiting
to-come to the front ; butit would be a glad-
some day to us to see new Surrey Tahernacle
schools ‘erected, near enough to allow the
hundreds of boys and girls thronging the
galleries of this spacious edifice, which now
*“stands like a palace built for God ;” so that
the children might hear, from Sabbath to
Sabbatb, the glorious Gospel of the ever-
blessed God proclaimed with a soul-winning
power. Amen.—C, W. B,

BROSELEY. — Bircu MEADOW. —
Tuesday evening, March 7, our venerable
pastor, Mr, Thomas Jones, baptized two
believers, We believe Mr, Jones must he
advancing towards 90 years of age.
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WHITESTONE CHAPEL, HEREFORD-
SHIRE.

A Goop DEACON'S APPEAL TO THE
CHURCH.

We have great reason to thank God and

take courage.

“THREE HAPPY THURBDAYS "

in succession have been enjoyed here. The
first was February 9, when Mr. Robert
Shindler delivered a very spirited lecture in
the interests of the * Baptist Bible Trans-
lation Society,” the subject of his lecture
being ‘ The Origin and Work of the Bible
Translation Society.”” He said :—The society
was formed in the year 1833, by a number
of Baptists who up to that date had been
working in connection with the British and
Foreign Bible Society, but who deemed it
expedient to have the Scriptures re-printed.
80 as lo give a correct translation of the
Greek word ““ Baptiso” and ‘¢ Bapto,” and
s0 have them read as they undouhtedly
should in the English, thus, ¢ Immerse’
and “ Immersion,” instead of baptize and
baptism, which is really no translation at
all, This edition of the Seriptures, when
completed at great trouble and cost they
asked the B.F. B. 8. to publish, but they
declined to do so, whereupon they resolved
(by God’s help) to form themselves into a
separate society for the translation and
publication into those parts of the world where
they considered most need was felt, a faithful
transcript of God’s Word. In this good
work the society has proceeded from that
time, having translated the sacred writingg
and published them in about seventy dif-
ferent languages. The lecturer then pro-
ceeded with a series of narrative illustrations
descriptive of the working of the society and
its happy results in various parts of the world,
especially Africa and India, the whole of
the lecture being listened to by a goodly
company, who came to hear about that much
despised, yet much loved buok, The Bible.
The collection of £2 5s. was presented to
Mr. Shindler for the funds of the society.

On February 16, Mr. J. Gardoer’s anni-
versary was celebrated ; members and friends
enjoyed a ‘‘social tea.,” After tea pastor
gave that dear old hymn—

¢ Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake,
A hearty welcome here recetve,
AMay we together now partake
The joys swhich only He van give.”
Brother Jas. Lewis, of Yorkhill (sen.
deacon) prayed, pastor Gardoer said he
could not tell them how he felt at that
moment, rememberiug, as he did, God had
permitted him to come amongst them, and
he hoped also that He had brought him
amougst them to be, what it was his prayer
he might be, *“ a faithful minister of Jesus
Christ.” He felt he was among a praying
people; he hoped he would always feel that
to be so. Ifhe was to be successful among
them, very much of that success would
be in rnswer to theiv prayers. We have
been praying that our covenant God may
be pleased to gather in precious souls; let
us, therefore, look for, and expect to see
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them coming forward, that our hearts
mAy be cheered and our God glorified.
Brother Jno. Godwin, in his usual mellow
and savoury manner, gave us & few well-
spoken words upon ‘‘ He knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptation.” And
from his address it was evident, our brother
had known some of the temptations (or
trials), and something also of the deliverances.
Our venerable hrother Jas. Lewis (who has
been connected with the cause of Christ in
this place for upwards of thirty years), said,
Dear brethren and sisters, it is twelve months
ago this week since we agreed to ask Mr.
Gardner to become our pastor, and he agreed
to do so; itis twelve montbs ago to-morrow
(February 17), since Mr. Gardner came to
reside in this chapel-house, and I think I
can say for all of us that we are very glad he
did come. Iknow for myself that the Word
has been blessed to my soul, and I know it
has to the souls of many others also. We
are praying to the Lord to bless His own
Word when and where He pleases ; and to
bring sinners to a knowledge of the truthas
it is in Jesusin His own good time, and we
believe He 15ill do it. I have been thinking
a great deal about what our Lord said to
Peter when he asked Him about John,
saying, ¢ Lord, and what shall thisman do? ”
Jesus said, “ What isthat to thee? FOLLOW
THOU ME.” 8o, said our brother, I feel He
says to us, when we begin to feel more con-
cerned about what is going on and being
done in other places than we are about our
own place and our own hearts. Are we
looking to our own families, our own fellow
church-members, our own hearts? We hear
the truth; do we receive and live the trutb ?
Do we everyone try to encourage our pastor
by being in our accustomed places here when
thedoors are opened for service ! It is right
tbat we should care for others and pray for
them, hut let us not forget to keep a watch
over ourselves. I feel satisfied that if we are
true to our profession, and faithful to our
Lord and Master, and willing to learn of
Him, He will bless us. May the Lord make
every one of us firm in the truth and fill
every one of our hearts with His love, so that
we may he a power for good to our fellow-
men, and a means of bringing glory to His
holy and blessed Name. Our brother Jas.
Reece (another deacon) conducted usto the
throne of grace for prayer and praise; then
we had a glowing effusion from the heart of
a young man, who has been a member of the
Church of England, and filling the capacity
of organist at the parish church here ; but to
whom it has pleased the Holy Ghost to reveal
the way of God more perfectly, so that he
became a candidate fcr haptism and fellow-
ship among us Strict Baptists at ¢ WHITE-
STONE.” Praise the Lord. Never was
there a much plainer, or more signal proof
of the power of God’s own Word than the
second conversion (as it might be termed)
of this dear young man, who, although he
has heen a sincere and humble follower of
Jesus during the last three years, he has
only lately been brought to see the heauty,
feel the power, and enjoy the sweetness of
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those deeper and unpopular doctrines as
taught by the old-fashioned ‘‘ Particular
Baptists.,” Well, this young man (Mr.
Jas. Godwin) gaveus anice little sermonette
upon ‘‘love.”” He said, Dear Christian
friends, for such I feel I can call you,
although I am almost a stranger here, yet
you gave ine a hearty shake of the hand
when I came in, and I must say I feel at
home here with you. Love is the leading
article of the Gospel ; and I think the more
religion we have, the more of this love we
shall be able to manifest to others, even to
those who frequent the public-house, and
stay there until they have lost all regard for
their own best interests; I think we should
try to make our religion known by love.
“GoD 18 LOVE!” Oh, that we were more
like Him. These, and many other words did
our young friend speak out of a full heart,
citing several other Scriptures which speak
of love, thus proving that love is the leading
article with bim. Our brother Mr. Lewis
then came to the front, and spoke well upon
our ‘‘ FATHER'S CARE”; and throughout
his address, which was all a’'glow with zeal
for the Master, a line of decision for the
distinguishing doctrines was maintained, and
in this, as in each of the other addresses,
kind and hearty good wishes were expressed
for the pastor and his work. Another hymn,
and our young brother Wm. Pitt prayed
for us; in his prayer almost everything
seemed to be asked for that we needed, for
Church, pastor, and pastor’s wife; and all
wrapped up in a few words. The pastor, in
closing, said we had now come to the end of
what he felt had been a most enjoyable
and profitable evening; he would just give
them one more Scripture text to take
home ; it was this: * Rejoice evermore ; pray
without ceasing; and in everything give
thanks.” He said there would always be
something in the Lord Jesus to “rejoice”
over; and some need in ourselves to “ pray "’
for; and something in possession to ‘give
thanks " for, or something taken away that
we should be better without, for which also
we should give thanks.

After singing and prayer by the pastor,
our hrother deacon Lewis gave out as a
finale—

“Come, Christian brethren, ere we part,
Join every voice and every heart :
One soleun hymn to God we raise,
One final song of grateful praise.”
Thus closed pastor J. Gardner’s first anni-
versary.

Thursday, February 23, being the evening
appointed for the baptism of Mr. James
Godwin, the ordinance was duly administered
hy the pastor in presence of a crowded con-
gregation. Praise the Lord for this token of
blessing to crown the pastor’s first year.
May this be as the first ripe fruit of aun
abundant harvest. Bless the Lord for these
‘“three happy Thursdays.”” Amen.

[It is joyful to us to fiad this grand old
Strict Baptist Church is thus divine!y
favoured. We have had many happy days in
that lovely spot.—C. W. B.]
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MR. GEORGE BANKS LIFE AND
MINISTRY AT THE BAPTIST CHAPEL, |
GOMER STREET, WILLENHALL.

The members of the Church and congrega-
tion meeting in the above place, anxious to
show their attachment to, and appreciation of
the services of Mr. George Banks, who has
laboured amongst them for three years, and
has been their pastor for the last fifteen
months, resolved to have a tea-meeting vn
Shrove-Tuesday, February 21, with the hope
of raising & sum of money with which to
present Mr. Banks on that occasion.
Arrangements were made, tea provided, 250

ersons sat down. At public meeting Mr.

arnard presided; Mr, Bauks offered
prayer.

The Chairman said, *‘ It gives me great
pleasure to see so large an assembly here this
evening, especially when I think of the
object for which we are met, to do honour to
one to whom honour is due. Not only the
members of the Church and congregation
who meet to worship here, but I look upon the
whole of this assembly as being united in
their efforts to manifest their sympathy with,
and respect for our esteemed pastor, Mr.
George Banks. I said we had met to do
honour to one to whom honour is due, and
I think you will agree with me when you
have listened to what I have to say. Mr.
Banks, as many of you are aware, is not a
stranger in Willenhall, some of us knew him
when be was quite a little boy, and have
watched him with pleasure and delight, seeing
that as he grew in stature, be grew also in
wisdom and understanding, and in love with
God and his fellow men. It is now nearly
twenty-six years since Mr. Banks was born,
not many yards from this chapel door, and at
the early age of five years was sent to the
Sunday-school held within these walls. Here
he was taugbt as other children, here he
graduated from a scholar to a teacher, and
secretary in the school ; he afterwards became
2 member of the Church, adeacon, and, ulti-
mately, a preacher of the ever blessed Gospel,
and he is here before you this evening occu-
pying the honourable position of pastor over
the Church and congregation worshipping
liere. How often one is brought to acknow-
ledge the force of Cowper's words—

¢God moves in & mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.,’

We see in Mr. Banks the interposition of a
divine Providence, providing, in a mysterious
way, for & few poor people who meet here to
call upon God, and to worship Him by prayer
and praise, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
In the year 1879 this people were full of
doubts and fearsrespecting the future, many
were looking and expecting that the door of
this chapel must be closed, and divine service
Slﬁpended, but the Lord thought different,
‘ My thoughts are not as your thoughts,
nor My ways as your ways, saith the Lord—

‘Yo fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and will break
With blessings ou your head.
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Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never failing skill,

He treasures up His hright designs,
And works His sov'reign will,’

And if we are not deceived we have seen
something of the workings of God’s sovereign
willin this place during the last two and a-halt’
years. It was in the month of June, 1879,
the people here were without a pastor, there-
fore were dependent upon any whom they
could get to supply. On this particular day
they were unable to obtain a minister, they
had heen looking for help in one direction,
but God had determined it should come in
anotber. Here we see good evolving out of
apparent evil, the Lord withheld from them
one that He might give to them another. He
therefore put it into the minds of some
friends to ask Mr. Banks if he would read a
chapter in the evening, and make a few
remarks. He did so, and was so well received,
that he was requested to speak to them again
on the Tuesday evening. After laying the
matter before the Lord, and wrestling with
Him in prayer for guidance and help, he con-
sented, and came before the people with much
fear and trembling. He was then invited to
preach every other Sunday ; this he did until
December, 1879, when he had a further invite
to supply the pulpit altogether for an in-
definite period, and received an invitation to
the pastorate September, 1880, and on
Monday, December 6, 1880, was ordained
pastor over the Church and congregation.
The Lord, whom he serves, has been pleased
to smile on his undertakings, blessing him in
a very remarkahle manner, for which we
desire to feel truly grateful. I have now a
very pleasing duty to perform, that of pre-
senting to Mr. Banks, in the name of the
Church and friends, this purse which I hold
in my hand, containing the sum of £9 10s.,
as a testimonial of our affection and esteem,
and to testify to you our appreeciation of your
worth. I ask you, sir, to receive it, not for
its pecuniary value, but for the spirit in
which it is given, and I sincerely hope that
you will live long, and enjoy health, and
happiness, that you may be able to proclaim
to saints and sinners the unsearchable riches
of Christ.”

Mr. Banks responded in feeling and suit-
able terms, and briefly reviewed the past three
years’ labours.

Mr. J. Beddow spoke at some length of
the destitute condition of the cause when Mr.
Banks began to preach, and the prosperity
that had followed.

Mr. David Smith, who is now preaching
regularly at Broad-street, Bilston, after
remarking upon the encouragement the
occasion must afford brother Banks, gave a
good Gospel address.

A choice selection of music was given by
the choir, under the conductorship of Mr.
W. Kempson. Many said the meeting was
the pleasantest spent in Gomer-street for
some years. Yea, the Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.

A MEMBER.
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PRESENTATION TO MR. THURSTON
AT DERBY-ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL,
WEST CROYDON.

On February 23, 1882, our friends held a
tea-meeting to celebrate our esteemed pastor’s
seventieth birthday. We deemed this a
fitting time to express our esteem and appre-
ciation of his long and fsithful services. R‘Ir.
Thurston has laboured upwards ot 22 years in
Croydon—first in Pump-pail, then in Tam-
worth-road, and now in Derhy-road. After
tea, John Tbrift, Esq., was voted to the chair,
The proceedings opened with a hymn, a
prayer, and some kind remarks from the
chairman. Mr. Joseph Bailey read the
address, expressing the feelingsof the people,
adding some kind words of his own in bar-
mony with the address ; he spoke of his being
present when Mr. Thurston was called to the
pastorate at Pump-pail. Then our kind
friend, Mr. Jobn Woodward, who has been
the promoter of the testimonial, presented
Mr. Thurston with a very bandsome
album, containing a large number of
photos of the contributors; also a purse
containing 77 sovereigns,and a handsome
tea-pot for Mrs. Thurston. Our dear pastor
could scarcely express his thanks, in conse~
quence of hisevident emotion. Hedid express
himself as well as he could, in a most
affectionate, Christian like, and grateful
manner. Several other gentlemen gave
short addresses, expressing their Christian
sympathy and kindness towards our pastor.
The meeting throughout was full of Christian
love. Our dear pastor said he felt it one of
the best and happiest seasons he had ever had
in his whole life. We have great reason to
rejoice and say, What great things the Lord
has done for us! Our pastor pronounced the
benediction, and the meeting closed.

JorN E. RoweE, Secretary.

PECKHAM.—Mr. James Clark’s resigna-
tion of his pastorate of Heaton-road Baptist
Church. Special services were conducted in
Heaton-road Sunday and Tuesday, March 19
and 21, in connection with Mr. James Clark’s
leaving the Church here. Sermons were
preached by Messrs. C. Cornwell, J. Clark,
and John Hazelton. The public meeting on
Tuesday evening was most enthusiastic in its
feeling towards Mr. Clark ; and James Lee,
Esg., of Bow, in presenting the Church’s
testimonial of £23 to its retiring pastor, ex-
pressed, in a deep Christian spirit, the sorrow
of the Church in losing his able and accept-
able services. Mr. Clark, in a pathetic and
eloquent address, returned taanks to his
friends ; and strongly recognised the goodness
of the Lord in enabling him to maintain a
character and conscience void of offence
towards any, and for keeping him sound,
sincere, and successful in his ministry for
many years. The brethren Cornwell, W. H.
Lee, Osmond, C. W. Banks, James Hand,
Henry Lee, and the chairman, James Lee,
delivered spiritual and sympathetic addresses,
The meeting was well conducted, and the
melody was truly sweet.
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SAFFRON WALDEN,.—~LoNDON-
ROAD BAPTIBT CHAPEL.—JAnuary 23, we
held our aunual New Year’s meeting, when
above 50 enjoyed an excellent tea. Mr.J.
D. Bowtell, of Sturmer, preached with great
liberty and power; the Lord’s presence was
in our midst. We are encouraged in our
present season of adversity to hope a revival is
taking place; the congregation is increasing,
and one candidate, after 20 years’ waiting,
bas come forward for bhaptism. We are
anxious for an under-shepherd to be placed
over us; but we are £60 in debt, and the
chapel is in a dilapidated state; another £60
isneeded for repairs. We are anxious to
realise this sum, and intend making every
effort to do so. If this meet the eyes of those
whom the Lord has blessed, and if they be
constrained to send over and help us, the
smallest donation will be thankfully received
and duly acknowledged hy C. T. Parsonage,
West-road ; Alfred Perring, High-street;
Cherles Bunting, South-road, Saffron
Walden ; and Mr. Bowtell is willing to give
lectures in different places for this object,
upon * The Tahernacle in the Wilderness,”
iltustrated hy'a model, where desired to do so.
— J. D. BowTELL, Baptist Minister,
Sturmer, Essex.

NEW NORTH ROAD. — WiLTON
SQUARE.— The Church at Salem chapel,
founded, built up and blessed under the pas-
toral care of Mr. William Flack, held its
twenty-fifth anniversary on February 21.
Tbe afternoon preaclier .was our beloved
brother, Mr. James Clark. Tea was served
well, and Mr. Bloom opened the evening
meeting with prayer. The chairman, Mr.
Barmore, of Homerton church, made appro-
priate remarks ; Mr. Flack, in the course of
his practical speech, made honourable men-
tion of the timely help rendered the Church
by the excellent chairman, and that during
the past twenty-five years the Church had
raised no less & sum than £1,600 towards
clearing itself of pecuniary liabilities ; and the
sanguine hope of hoth pastor and people was
shortly to put the whole of it in trust for the
benefit of forthcoming generations. It will
he remembered by many that Mr. Flack was
duly recognised as pastor upwards of twenty-
five years ago by the late much loved brethren
Foreman and Wells. Mr. Flack’s speech was
followed by warm-hearted addresses from
Messrs. Dearsly, Clark, Langford, Osmond,
and others. Cheerful pieces were well sung
at intervals by the children and teachers of
Salem Sunday-schodl. —W. WINTERS.

CANNING-TOWN.—Monday, March G,
a tea and puhlic meeting, convened in the
Temperance-hall, Swanscombe-street, to
inaugurate a Sunday-school in eonnection
with the miuistry of Mr, J. Britton. Mr.
Clement occupied the chair. Appropriate
speeches were delivered by Messrs. Britton,
Winters, Norton, Clement, and othcrs.
Brother Noyes was present.  Anthems were
sung, and recitations given by the children.
The meeting proved a decided success.—
W.W.
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THE ESSENTIAL PRAYER FOR
THESE TIMES3.

The ninth anniversary of the monthly
meetings (holden during the last nine years
in the rooms of Mr. Walter James) for the
specinl purpose of pleading for the power of
tﬂe Holy Spirit to be more manifest in our
Churches, was holden in Jireh chapel, near
the City-road, on Friday, March 3, 1882.
The sermon was preached by C. W. Bauoks.
After a pleasant and bountiful tea, Mr. J.
Swan Linsell opened the public meeting in
expounding the Word, calling Frederick
Green to prayer, and several brethren to
speak on thissolemn theme. Mr. Henry
Hall, of Clapham, subsequently conducted
the service ; and brethren Beazley, Hand,
Whitteridge, Holden, Osmond, C. W, Bauaks,
W. Winters, Debnam, and others, united to
edify the people, Mr. Hall encouraged usin
the work, not hy his smiling face and com-
forting words only, but also in a practical,
helpful form. Oh, may our future meetings
for prayer be more and more effectual, that
showers of blessing may powerfully fit us to
honour our Lord.

WANDSWORTH.—The first anniversary
of the opening of this spacious chapel was
beld on February 28. Mr. W. J. Styles
preached in the afternoon. Tea was well
served. Mr. Charles Wilson presided in the
evening. Mr. Harris prayed; Mr. Tomline,
one of the deacons, gave areport of the year’s
proceedings in connection with the Church,
showing that the large sum of £1,545 had
been expended in the purchase of the free-
hold site and “rink ’> at West-hill, and in
the conversion of the said rink into a chapel,
with vestries, &c. This large sum was now
reduced to £600, which calls for much grati-
tude to Almighty God for putting it in the
hearts of the brethren, in the first instance,
to purchase. Mr. Wilson made some timely
remarks on Christian thankiuloess. Mr.
Higham gave a review of the peculiar tenets
held by the Strict Baptists. W. Winters
spoke on decision in the cause of truth. Mr.
Sears made a pleasing address on the words,
“ Ye shall bave a song.” Mr. Elsey waxed
warm and was faithful. Mr. Piggott dwelt
on the subject of unity and praise. Mr.
Wilson closed with, *“ All hail the power ot
Jesu’s name,” and the Benediction.

HADLEIGH. — BAPTIST CHAPEL. —
Sunday, Mareh 5,our hearts were cheered by
the moving of tlie baptisinal waters. After a
discourse upon the eunuch’s question to
Philip, «“ What doth hioder me to be bap-
tized? ™ the pastor, Mr. B. J. Northfield,
iromersed three persons in the Triune name
of Jehovah. = The ordinance was witnessed by
a crowded congregation ; the strictest order
prevailing. May the Lord constrain others,
who are anxiously and prayeifully waiting,
to follow Him in the same good old way. To
His name ke all the praise.

CARLTON RODE. — In the Norwich
Gospel Barn, our friend Mr. Lock has been
preaching regularly with hope. We expect

131

to see these friends, if spared until the
Summer comes in; if not, we wish them
God’s blessed presence and true prosperity.

‘““AUNT CARRY.”

DeArR BRrRoTHER BANKS, — Can you
find space in your columns for a brief
obituary notice of my mother’s sister—
Caroline Hughan — whom many of your
readers will remember as Aunt Carry, a
kind-hearted, good-wishing friend, and whom
80 many of us will sadly miss? She was a
member of Brotber Hall’s Church at Clap-
ham; but for 14 years has been deepry
afflicted with asthma, and totally deprived of
the means of grace. During that time she
has resided with us, and has received the
attentive care of a true sister in my mother.
She was occasionally very ill iudeed,
apparently nearer to gasping her last breatb
than during her last attack ; but the last and
severest fog of the Winter now past, on the
4th ult., so affected the lungs that she expired
at one o’'clock on the morning of the 6th.
The struggling for breath was past several
hours previously, and to the end she was quite
conscious, and said, ‘“ How good God is to
let me bave such a nice rest after so much
struggling!” * He is mine,and I am His.”
“Jnmy Father’s house are many mansions ;”’
and presently passed peacefully away, at the
age of 60. Sbehad often prayed to go; but
I should like to bear testimony to her great
and constant submission to the divine will,
heavy as was her affliction. On the9th ult.
we laid her poor body in its Iast resting-place
at Nunhead.

Her favourite pieces were, * Beyond the
river,” and “ Wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow.”

Yours in covenant bonds,
E.J. WELCcH, M.A.
(Assistant Minister of Tooting Grove Chapel,)
191, New Kent-road, S.E., March 17.

Deaths.

NOTICE OI
MR. W. DAY.
By ONE o¥ II15 SONs.

For many years Mr. Day zttended the ministry
of Mr. W. Landclls, of Regent's-park chapel:
while he was also a great admirer of Mr. James
Wolls. Througlout his life he took the greatest
interest in Mr. C. W. Banks and b literary
work. Since leaving businoess, the great cares of
wlhich never disturbed his even temper, the
arrival of the lttle periodical, Cheering Words,
wes anxionsly looked for. He expericnced great
pleasure in distributing several copies by placing
them in the letier-boxes in his neighbourhood.
with the hope that others might also have
Cheering Words, in a double sonse, 10 thoir homes.
His many acts of Kiudness to Christian brethren,
expecially the weak and siruggling, were kuown
to Lhe recipients alone, for he had a great dislike
that any account of such actions should reach
a third party. The testimony of the assembled
fricuds on the day of the funoral brought to
light muech that hao been hidden  1lis own
brother rlated how he (the veparted) knelt in
the snow when a you'h, snd prayed over him f«}r
heavenly guidance, witl the resulc tuat he is
0w a minister of the Gospel.  T'he natuis of his
malady was kuown to him; but Lthrough a long
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life he preferred not to permit others to share
his troubles. He diod suddenly of heart discase,
without a sigh, at 3 a.m,, on February 23, 1882,
in Nhis seventy-first year. His remains were
interred at Willesden Oemetery on March 1.
We way state briefly the following points in his
character, without enlogistic flattery: there was
the eimplicity of a child, a keen perception of
the beautiful. the humility of true greatness, the
gentlcness of the great Master, a constant god-
liness of life.

Mr. W. Debnain, the Soho chapel care-taker,
says: ] have to rcport the solemn and painful
news respecting the sudden departure of Mrs.
Hannah Mary Davy. which took place January
22,1882, In the wmorning of that day she walked
as far as the front of the chapel, and thero
romained. She sont for assistance, found she
could go no further, was accommodated with a
chair; she was seized with a pain at tbe heart.
In a few seconds it was scen she was passing
away; a doctor was fetcbed by the hushand, and
c¢very means was used to cause a reaction of the
lieart, but of no avail. She thanked us all, and
said she was going. On her husband's return,
she gaid she was sure she was golng, and in an
affectionate way bid him good-bye, and said,
**TheLord be with you.” She faced death calmly
and quietly. The doctor pronounced it hopeless.
Ter last words were, * Lord, help me through.”
She closed her eyes, and in a few minutes passed
away withonut a struggle. A solemn event to
the family. also to us who stood by. It was a
visitation from the Lord. It happened when
ihe service commenced, and all was over, and all
removed away, before the service closed ; hence
it caused no disturbance or a stoppage of the
worship within, We said:—

¢ When I soar to worlds unknown,

Sce Thee on Thy judgment throne,

Rock of ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee.”
This was a scvere shock to her husband. Daring
the week we saw him afflicted with paralysis—
he lost the use of his left side, but we hope he is
recovering. In the eveping of that day the hus-
band said 1o his children, My dear children,
what are we when the spirit is out of the body?
What will death doforany who have but an out-
ward show of religion, only aname tolive?"”
This event assures us we all must die. Itisa
solemn thing to trifie with God, or His truth and
ordinances.— W, DEBNAM.

LAST WORDS OF BOBERT MILLER.—He was
called in early lifc by divine grace, and,as his
days were lengthened out to 87 years, possessed
an experirnce above many of the faithfulness of
a covenant God. For some years he was a mem-
ner of Wellesley-sireet, under Mr. Stringer; and
for thc Iast thirteeu years of the Burrey Taber-
nacle. 1is general frame of mind was cheerful,
resting upoun the righteousuness of the incarnate
Son of God, and exclaiming, with Paul, “ I know
whom I have belleved, and am persuaded that
He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day.”” He had his cast-
ings-down, and ofttimes mourned under the
chastening hand of his Father, and the assaults
of the great euemy of souls. His last days were
days of peaceful retiremnent from tbe world, and
those who knew him best could see in him a
sweeteuing for glory, and increased insensibility
10 time things, that hespoke much intercourse
witb the King of kings. Iie last hours were in
fall consciousness of his departure and unalloyed
triumph over death. One who stood near his
bedside asked if he was llll?ppy.T Hlils_ reply w:;ls,
“*Ha ha ! heautiful!” To his son, who
stooé)xl)l%ar, }}J)gss'aid, « Make haste and kiss me, I
am going," Then the word “ Beautiful” fell
{rom his lips, and without a struggle he yielded
ap his breath Into the hands of his Redeemer, on
the eve of February 10, 1882,  *Let me die the
death of the righteous, and my cnd be like his.”
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On Friday, 17th, by request, I committed all that
was mortal of our beloved brother to the dust at
Nunhead. We had a good gathoring at tha
grave; I addressed them from Psa. xxxvii. 37,
sctting forth tho four-fold porfection of the man
of God : (1) Perfection in the pnrpose and fore-
view of God from all eternity (Romans viii, 29);
(2) Perfection by tho worlk of the Son of God
(Heb. x.14); (3) Perfection by the iinplantation of
the Holy Ghost in divine quickening (Psa. xlv,
13); (4) Christian perfection and fnll instruction
as a man in Christ (Eph. iv.13). TFull perfection
his spirit now cnjoys before tho throne, awalting
that time when the body now sleoping in Jesus
shall be raised immortal and incorruptible, to be
reunited at the great asslze and gengral
resurrection.—OIKONOMOS (Pet. 1v. 10).

Mr. George Evans, once a deacon at Cave
Adullam, under tho late Willlam Allen’s pas-
torate, since then chapel-kecper at Coverdale,
Limchouse, died Sunday morning, February 26,
1882. His ¢yes now “hehold the King in His
beauty.” .

“ From darkness tolight, to a kingdom so bright,

Isa glory which none ean describe.”

Of the late Mr. Evans, of Stepney, Mr. Holden,
minister of Coverdale, says: He was honourably
associated with the Church of Christ on
eartb. He died happy in the Lord. He
longed at the last to be gone, and asked usto
pray that the Lord would take bim home. He
was much respected and beloved hy the Church
and friends at Coverdale-rooms—which was
evidenced by the large mumber attending his
funeral at Bow. Monday, March 6, at which I
officiated. Therc was also a crowded congrega-
tion in the evening of Sunday, March 12, at
Coverdale-rooms. wheun I preached from “There-
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve
Him day and night in His temple ;” noticing
(1) the persons tpoken of, (2) the position they
oceupy, and (3) the privileges they enjoy. As a
Church, we have lost a spiritual pillar ; but we
know that onr 10ss is his eternal gajn.

At Comberton, suddenly, at 76, Mr, John Silk
fled away, February 10,1882. A Christian man.
heloved, and whosc 1088 to us is keenly regretted,
bnt he had run his race.

That grave and goodly veteran, N. De Fraine,
for more than 40 years the pastor of the Baptist
Church at Lutterworth, left this climate on
February 19, 1882, aged 79. We knew Mr. De
Fraine privately some years since. He preached
for ug,and we occupled his pulpit at Lutterworth.
We found him a faithful friend, and a truly
gracious man, Lutlerworth wasa quiet home
for him the grearer part of bis ministerial Iife,
but there he saw many changes. No painful
scenes await him where he is gone. -

At Queen’s-park, W., on Fcbruary 19, 1882
(dear little Tittens), Percy Arnold, youngest
son of Edward and Ellen Mary Linforth, aged
19 monthe.

Mrs, Cole, the much-endeared wife of Mr.J.
'W.Cole (a deacon of Dacre-park Baptist Church),
departed this life March 11, 1882, leaving an
infant ejight weeks old. *Truly, in the midst ot
life we are in death,”—W. W.

Mrs. Sophia Roherrs, tho affectionate mother
of the late Mrs, Thomas Thiselton, of Soutly
Hackney, dted at York-terrace, Mile-cnd, March
7, 1882, aged 83. Her remains were laid in the
grave of her son-{n-law, Mr. Thomas Thisclton, in:
Abney-park. At the open grave—surrounded by
her sorrowful grandson, E. 8. Thiselton, and
other relatives—C. W. Banks spoke a few words
in prayer for the orphans, who are wholly
bereaved of all parental care and affection. Thoir
loss of beloved parents, and of their affectionate
widowed grandmother, is severe indeed ; but
God 1a still “the Father of the fatherless, and
the Judge of the widow in His holy habitation.”
We trust these young orphans will find & Father
in the Lord.



“The Central BWpstern! The Person of
@Christ.”

ERSKINE helped me to a line whereby, in few words, to express the

too-much-hidden-fire in my soul, the love I have to the Person of
the MEssiaH, “TEE MigHTY GOD, the everlasting FATHER, the Prince
of peace.” The good old Scotchman says:—

“Whatcver HE to others is,
He’s All in all to me!”
“ The very mention of His name
Revives my fainting breath.”

One of our reviewers, in his notice of Newman Smyth’s “ Old Faiths,”
after quoting Smyth’s remarks upon the first chapter of Genesis, and
some other development of divine revelation, says: ¢ There remains one
mystery which we capnot co-ordinate as part of any process upward,
which is “ {hal ceniral mystery, THE PERSON OF CHRIST !” Whether
Smyth is a true expositor of the ope great mystery, I may show, in a
small review I hope to take of his work; but the reviewer (whose critique
I have just read) quite kindled my too-much-hidden-fire into a flame,
when he says, “ There is a naturalness of CHRIST; a correspondence
between His Person and His place in the Jewish economy ; but (ah!
this is well said, but) there is, also, another side of the mystery.
HE 75 a root out of a dry ground, a new creation,—

“ A Wonder for which there is no previous parallel.”

Then, flinging a hint at Smyth’s * Analogy Between Science and Revela-
tion,” our reviewer earnestly repeats himself, and adds: * We have in
JESUS CHRIST the beginning of a new creation. HE is the second
Adam, THE LORD FroM HEAVEN !” Truly, that one sentence, ¢ The
central mystery is the Person of Christ,” caused * the opening heavens
to around me shine,” and I revelled with delight in the implication, that
while CHRIST is the CENTRAL MYSTERY, there are mysteries anterior,
and leading up to His Divine Person; and there are many amazing
mysteries flowing out of, and proceeding from, that one great, glorious,
and inexpressibly majestic Person, “ THE So~ oF Gop!”

¢ MY FATHER WORKETH HITHERTO !”
exclaimed the precious Saviour, adding, “and I work.” In the
‘““ hitherto” work of the FATHER layeth the commencement of the
mystery ; in the Person of Christ the precious mysteries culminate ; and
by Him will all the mysteries of heaven be completed; for as creation’s
work was finished, as redemption’s work, by CHRIST, was finished, so
in the days of the voice of the seventh angel shall

“ The myslery of GOD be FINISHED

Gop ALMIGHTY, (before whose throne I would bow with a reverence
YOLUME XXXVIII.—-Mavy, 1882, X

[
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which only the eternal SP1RIT can produce), the God of Eternity,
hath given us some testimonies, some clear declarations, concerning:—

1. The Commencement of Salvation’s Mysteries.

2. The Culmination, or centralisation, of these Mysteries in the
Person of His Son ; and also

3. Of the Consnmmation of these Mysteries in the great and terrible
day of the Lord.

Brethren ! the study of these infinite depths, of these gracious and
awful manifestations, and of the terrible climax of the whole, the
prayerful study of these Godlike and glorious evolutions of the great
purpose of ‘“the Ancient of days,” is demanded of us in these terms,
when all, in a measure, seem to feel the power of the pulpit is failing,
and the Gospel of God is hidden, while the flesh-pleasing playthings of
the popular preachers of the day are fearfully brought to the front.

A powerful pulpit canon, in a giant-like pulpit, has recently pro-
claimed the declension of the visible Church, the falling-away of the
people’s faith in God; a coming-down to selfishness in their worship,
and in their desires, and in their expressions. He tells us the ancient
Christians delighted by faith and fellowship in Gop! In all He said,
in all He was, in all He did; but we are come down to selfishness,
to dwell in dark experiences, to glory in little self-enjoyments, and to
trust more in the small, imperfect, and broken works of our hands, than
to “ TrUsT IN THE LoORD,” saying, “ HE oNLY 18 MY Rock, and the
Gobp of my salvation.”

Nevertheless, “ the great central mystery, the Person of CHRIST,” is

THE ETERNALLY UNITING-LINK,

which bindeth the predestinated family so mysteriously given to Him
before time, unto the mysterious perfection of glory and victory, which
will be the consummation of the mystery of God, when mundane time
shall be no more.

Can we for one moment, by faith, look into the three distinct com-
partments of the mystery of God; the mysterious commencement, the
mysterions central Person, and the mysterious consummation, even that
astounding climax Paul describeth, when he says: ‘ Then cometh the
end, when Christ shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
FaraEr, when the Son also Himself shall be subject unto Him, that
put all things under Him, that

“ GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL”?

Can we contemplate what I may call these three mysteries for ome
moment ? Having so little space, I dare not do more than write a line,
or so, on each, or I feel volumes of thought, of truth, and of experience
might (on these mysteries) be composed.

There are three representative words, expressive of the three-fold
mystery of God. They are these:—

“ LLECTION!” “ REDEMPTION !” “ GLORIFICATION |”

There is the BEGINNING of our salvation; every branch of my soul’s
galvation, is according as God hath chosen me in CHRIST, “ before the
foundation of the world, that I should be holy, and without blame, before
Him in love.” :
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But what a mystery unto my mind is this ancient clection of the
whole predestinated family of God before the world began tobe! What
angel, or minister, or man, can shew me that my name is in the Lamb’s
Book of Lifc? No one; only the great Revealer of the mystery can do
it. The Lord and IHis apostles did tell us what the experience of Gfod’s
clect in the time-state is; and if we find these experiences of God’s
elect in our souls, surely then we are included in that happy company
who shall stand on the right hand of the great Jadge, when He cometh
to malke a final separation between the sheep and the goats.

This one fact comes hotne to my soul with sweet assurance. God’s
elect are all chosen IN CHRIST ! They are in Christ by the loving
choice of the I"ATHER; they are in Christ by an eternal union; they
are in Christ by a new creation; “ created in CHRIST JESUS unto good
works.” Am I, then, now in CHRIST, by a new creation? Does my
soul, by the grace-given faith of God, dwell in Christ now ? Then I
was chosen in Him, I am called to know Him; and He will never cast
me out of His covenant, nor out of His heart, nor out of His kingdom.
Oh, Lord! help me to praise Thee for a loving, predestinating, electing
union to, and oneness in, the only sinners’ FRIEND !

“ Christ, be My First Elect, God said,
Then chose our souls in Christ, our Head,
Before He gave the mountains birth,

Or laid foundations for the earth !”

“ The central mystery, the Person of Christ,” is redemption ! What
a mystery is the Son of God! How Paul attempts to define this
mystery ! ¢ Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness,
God manifest in the flesh.”

I have been reading Knox-Little’s * Sermons on the Mystery of the
Passion,” but defer any attempt to look into the mystery of the
“ CrUCIFIED ONE” now. From Him, through Him, floweth

The Fountain of everlasting love;

The Fountain of spiritual and eternal life;

The Fountain of atoning blood;

The Fonntain of anointing oil.

And, when He calls us home, He will lead us to fountains of living
waters; and then He will wipe out the cause of all our bitter sorrows,
which here bave often made us mourn and sigh by the way. Io the
Person of Christ, the central mystery, is concentrated—a perfection of
eternal fulness, as the HoLy GBOST teacheth us. Dear reader, may
the Lord set your heart, and mind, and faith, and affections upon this
revelation made of “ the unsearchable riches of Christ;” for—

First, “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the GOBHEAD bodily ! ”
What an amazing text ! Do ye ever hear any of your pulpit orators
preach into the bowels of that pre-eminently glorious sentence, ¢ the
FuLness of the GODHEAD BopiLy” ? The revisers of the New
Version have not dared to touch or alter the stupendous exposition of
the rich, the enriching faolness of our JEHOVAH JESUS! That
blessed preacher, the rector of St.-Mary-le-Port, in Bristol, James
Ormiston, tells you in his little book, ** The Nazareth of JESUS,” that he
saw in Nazareth that fountain of waters, which has been flowing in
Nazareth for unknown centuries, and which they call “ The Spring of
Gabriel,” “ The Fountain of the Annunciation,” from which all the
inhabitants of Nazareth come to supply themselves and their families
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from the refreshing spring, the everflowing stream, which, in a natural
sense, may be called ““the never-ceasing river of God,” of which even
“the Holy Child Jesus,” the Immanuel, the God-man, when growing up
out of His place, did literally drink in the days of His youth and man-
hood too. Here I seem overwhelimed with the indescribable fulness of
this central mystery of the Person of Christ; and although, now, I
cannot write more of it, yet, please God, the theme shall not be forsaken;
T only can here say, with Berridge:—
“ All things a sinner wants below,
All things the saints above receive,

All things the FATHER can bestow,
Arc lodged in JESUS hand to give.”

Yes ! But old Doubter says: “ Who can get at them ?” Hearken, old
Doubter, if you have any  ear to hear,” if there is any way into vour
heart to receive, hearken :—
‘ The Saviour calls, * COME UNTO ME!’
And rest your souls upon the Lord ;

All things are ready now for thee,
ETERNAL LIFE is in My Word !”

At the sound of this my pierced soul cries out:—

“T come, O LORD ! or perish must,
I thank THEE for Thy loving call ;
My soul rejects all other trust,
And takes THEE as MY GOD, MY ALL!”

O Lorp, by Thy SpIrtT, reveal to me the fulness of this “ CENTRAL
MYSTERY,” then will I, by Thy wmercy, tell it out as far as I can.
There is yet to come that solemn, glorions, in some senses awful
epoch, when—
‘ THE MYSTERY OF GOD SHALL BE FINISHED.”

What a description is given in the chapter of the seventh angel, who
shall come to put an end to all the present time things, to all evil time,
to all Satan’s time; for “ when he shall begin to sound,” then *the
mystery of God shovld be finished.” There are many mysteries of God
in the expression called “ the mystery of God.” The Gospel mystery
shall be finished. The thousands of ministers will be called up to a
review before the great Captain of our salvation. * Ground arms!”
will be the sound; ** Disband ! ” will follow. To some, at least, it will
be said, “ Well done, good and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy
of your Lord ! ” .
What will be “THE JoYy oF OUR LoRD”? Seeing the whole
election of grace gathered in! What a mystery is that ! Thousands
who sing hymns, and say sermons, do not believe in any election of grace,
or in God’s predetermined plan! But, they will believe it then/ Many
who firmly believe in the solemn election of grace are always wondering
who they are; and, individually, with fears and tremblings they sing,—
“ Skall I among them stand 2”

Bat all these mysteries of God will then be finished. You shall then all
know whose you are, what you are, where your portion lies. Peter
exhorteth os now to “ give all diligence to make our calling and election
sure; for IF ye do these things ye shall NEVER FALL!” Man! are ye
DOING these things, or have ye done them ? The great mystery of God
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will be finished, of which Paul speaks so plainly, “ Behold, I show you a
mystery ! We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed! "In a
moment ! In the twinkling of an eye !

‘AT THE LAST TRUMP !”
“Tor the trumpet shall sound; the dead (in Christ) shall be raised
incorruptible ! "And we (the saints who are then alive on the earth,
shall be changed !

Oh! what a mystery now it appears to us! Then it will be finished—
made plain. Christ speaks of His Church under four states of existence.
Under the ceremonial dispensation, He said, she ‘looketh forth as the
morning ” with many shadows; a little light coming up. TUnder the
prophetic times, she was “ fair as the moon !” When Christ came up
from the grave, and in the Gospel, she is revealed and proclaimed
“ clear as the sun,” but when these mysteries shall be finished she will be
terrible as an “ army with banpers !” What a royal procession into the
glory kingdom will the raised-up Church of Christ enjoy, when all the
clouds are scattered, all the mysteries unfolded, all the promises coming
to ripeness! all the hearers shouting, *“Now is come salvation and
glory, and honour, and power!” When, in a final sense, * the vail of
the temple shall be rent in twain from the top to the bottom;” when
that lovely, positive, precious promise shall be eternally verified, “They
SHALL BE MINE (most clearly and certainly) in that day, when I make
up My jewels; and T will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him.” Amen. To be the spared, saved, justified, sanctified,
glorified, will be exceeding grace. So it appears to

CHARLES WATERS BANKS.

Under the now growing Eldcrs,
Banbury-road, South Hackney, April, 1882.

RUSSIA, AND THE RELIGION OF THE PEOPLE,
MANNERS AND CUSTOMS; AND THE PROGRESS
OF THE GOSPEL IN THAT VAST EMPIRE.

By Isaac LEVINSOHN,
Bromley Road Tabernacle, Lee, S.E.

AS a native of Russia, the country of my pativity, naturally, to a

great extent, is dear to me, many there are now, who are dear to
me, the memory of whom I cherish with tender feelings of love. The
associations of my childhood are sacred to me, even as I am now, a
naturalised British subject, and rejoice in the privilege of being in the
country of liberty, and, by God’s grace, established myself among
Britain’s free sons, and, above all, associated with God’s people. Yetl
look back to the land of my nativity, and rejoice in thinking of those
who are far away from me, and earnestly pray that the Gospel which
gives me happiness in England might be made the power of salvation to
many there, who are now sitting in darkness, although living In a
country so vast and, in many respects, so beautiful. Since my residence
in this country, I have read much in the English press of Russia; have
often been perplexed with inaccurate accounts, which so many accept as
‘truth, I often have felt a strong desire to write a few articles, and, with
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the best of my ability, give my friends a correct idea of the state of my
native country; yet I felt the task too difficult for me to undertake,
First, because I considered that, as I am a native of Russia, accounts
which I might give favourable to my native country, people might con-
sider partial, in consequence of being written by one who naturally
would speak and write well of his country. Secondly, 1 felt that, so far
as the social life of the lower class of Russians, and the religion of the
State and people being so contrary to my religious convictions as a Jew,
I could say very little in favour of a religion for which I have no sym-
pathy. Such statements, I feared, would be taken as one-sided, in con-
sequence of my Jewish birth and education, which would naturally be
against the Greek Church. I have, however, promised the editor of
this magazine to farnish him with a series of articles, which I will try
to write faithfully; above all, I will endeavour to shew the spiritual con-
dition of the masses, and also of those who know and love the one God
and Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

I was delighted, for some time past, in perusing a series of articles
published inthe Sunday at Home, written by the Rev. H. Lansdell, whom
I have the honour of knowing personally, and whosc faithful account of
my native land has been read by many; and, as Mr. Lansdell has only
lately returned from that country, I have asked him for permission to
use his name and statements which, I am sure, will be of intense interest
to the readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL. I especially rejoice, and am
thankful for the splendid work of Mr. Lansdell, entitled, * Through
Siberia,” in two volumes, which are full of great interest and instruction;
and I will, with the author’s permission, appeal to his splendid book for
authority on such subjects which would have been impossible for me to
write or talk about without the information given in “ Through Siberia.”
The volumes are a treasury to me, and will use them well in enabling me
to tell of the vast empire where so moch must be done in spreading the
Gospel of Christ, in purity and perfection. Mr. Lansdell travelled
throogh Siberia and other parts of Russia, Europe and Asia; distribated
many thousands of evangelical tracts and portions of Scripture. We
earnestly pray that the seed sown by him may bring forth abundant
fruit; and wishing Mr. Liansdell hearty success in all his future work, we
earnestly hope that his book will have a very large sale, and thus be the
means of awakening a lively interest amongst Englishmen as to the
great good to be done for Russia. Sure we are that the Gospel of Christ
18 mighty, and our God is omnipotent; and much will yet be done to
bring the multitudes in Siberia, and all over that vast country, to see
that there is no namc under heaven by which men can be saved, save
the name of Jesus.

CHAPTER L

HE early annals of Russia contain little to relieve the tedium
attendant on tracing the ignoble contest of obscure and barbarous
tribes. The territory from the Volga to the Dnieper was known in
ancient geography by the name of Sarmatia; to the Kast all was massed
under the wide and 1ll-defined appellation of Scythia. These countries,
from the 7th to the 12th century of the Christian era, swarmed with
savages, of whom the historian is content to record that their names
are “uncouth,” their origin doubtful, their actions obscure, their
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superstition was blind, their valour brutal, and the uniformity of their
public and private lives was neither softened by innocence, nor refined
by policy. One of the races thus described was known by the name of
Slavi, a designation assumed, with the vanity usual to barbariang, from a
word of their own language signifying * glory;”’ but their eventnal
subjugation to stronger rivals has degraded the appellation in all the
tongues of Europe, to the opposite signification, of servitude.

The Slavs were known 1n Europe sowe ages before the foundation
of Rome, and largely contributed to its original population. Both the
Greek and Latin languages exhibit elements derived from the Slavonian;
and as these are found in terms which express the earliest wants of
society, the connection is thrown back to a period anterior to the
formation of classic tongues.

After many revolutions of fortune, the slave population which had
collected itself on the banks of the Dannbe was expelled by the
Bulgarians (also of Slavonian descent), and again dispersed through
Europe about the middle or end of the 7th century. In this dispersion
the Russian, Polish, Lithunian, and Bohemian nations had to rise, a
portion of the fugitives had to find a new home on the banks of the
Duieper, the Foklof, and the Neva, where they snbsequently became
known under the appellation of Russians. The name was not heard in
Europe until the ninth century, and its origin is still involved in doubt.
The authorities usnally followed derive it from the Rhozani, a Gothic
tribe early settled in Sarmatia. A still closer proximation is found in
the Borusci, whom ancient geography places near the source of the
Volga, in the territory now constituting the Government of Moscow.

THE ¥OOTSTEPS OF MY GOD.

BY JOHN BOLTON, Mintster of Ebenezer Chapel, Boston.
( Continued from page 67.) .
CHAPTER II.

Here carnal reason hides its face,

PURE fountain of eternal light, B
Yea, seeks a lower hiding-place,

‘Who kindlest up the gloomy night

Into a glowing flame,
Do Thou assist a feeble worm,
Dependent on Thy mighty arm,
To glorify Thy name.

Bat here created powers must fail,
For who can tell the wondrous tale
Of what the Lord hath wrought ?
“O the depths ! " the apostle cries,
Seeing the mystery outvies
The utmost streteh of thought.

No chance can face these grand designs,

In which eternal wisdom shines,
Surpassing angels’ thought;

Like tender blooms before the sun,

The blazing splendours of the thronc
Wither the thing to nought.

And lays her weapons down;
While wisdom, justice, truth, and grace.
Still hold their rightful dwelling-place
On Heaven's eternal throne.

Here proud free-will must hide its head:
And sink into eternal shade,

When truth its sceptre breaks.
Tree sovereign grace its power displays,
The fig-leaf robe rots and decays,

When the Kternal speaks.

Ah! what is mau that he should boast !
A sinner fallen, ruined, lost,
Whosec life is but a span;
Whose breath is in his Maker’s hand,
Before whose bar he soon must stand.
Oh, think of this, frail man'!
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And shouldst thou feel thy'lost estate,

I've more to tell thee, ere I get
Through what I've now in hand;

My tale ie of rich love divine,

Redeeming souls, once lost like thine,
To join the heavenly band.

Ere prophets sang their lofty themes,

Or fountains filled the rolling streams,
Or seas displaycd a wave,

Torescen had been the fall of man,

And wisdom, too, had drawn the plan
A countless host to save.

Here buman merit sinks and dies,

Should it attempt to mount the skies,
Like Dagon it must fall;

Man is by nature wholly lost,

Of no good thing hath he to boast,
For * Christ is All-in-all.”

When such is felt we hear the cry,

Oh, save me, Lord, or else I die,
I sink bcneath the wave.”

And then how sweet to hear Him say,

T am the Life, the Truth, the Way,
I mighty am to save.”

Ye Gospel heralds, tidings bear,

In Zion's camp the trath declare,
The glorious work is done;

Tell ve her children, weeping sore,

To dry their tears, and weep no morc,
Christ hath their victory won.
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Let every sinner hear the sound,

Tell them in whom salvation's found,
To whom its praise is due;

And may the Spirit’s quickening power

Expel the tempter from his tower,
And form the heart anew.

How great the wisdom, love and grace

Toward a future, fallen race,
The Triune God display’d.

For lo! the high and boly Three

The covenant ordered rich and free,
Ere earth or seas were made.

The Father from His radiant throne
Looks with an eye of pity down,
His holy bowels move.
He graciously vouchsafes to give
His Son to die, that man might live ;
Behold ! what wondrous love.
The Son, with equal love to man,
Admires the Father’s glorious plan,
Ob, bless His sacred Name!
Oh, what eternal wisdom schemed,
That ruined man might be redeemed
By Christ, the slaughtered Lamb.
The Holy Ghost was here concerned,
Of whom the sacred truth is learned—
The truth of ancient lore;
‘Without whose teaching none can know
The source whence grace and mercy flow,
Ohb, may we know Him more!

CHAPTER III

THE BIRTH

And now behold the birth of time
Proclaims the power in songs sublime.
Of the creating Lord. .
“ Let there be beavens, and earth, and
light,
And sun, and moon, and day, and night.”
Thus spake the * ETERNAL WORD.”

And, lo, what multitndes appear:

The heavens, the earth, the sea, the air,
Sing His creating power.

All eyes are looking up to Him,

The insect and the cherubim
Jehovah’s Name adore.

He speaks the word and all is done ;

The high, the holy great Three-One,
Now joys His works so see.
The new-created sons of God
All sound their Maker's praise abroad:
They bless the sacred Three.
The rising lark, too, soars away,
Salutes the sunbeams of the day
With songs of grateful praise;
Whilst all the tenants of the bough
Conspire to praise their Maker too,
In morn and evening lays. !

OF TIME.

All nature’s pure, without a flaw,
All things obey their Maker’s law,
Rejoice to do His will.
The North, the South, the East, the West,
All teem with His created guest,
His epacious hoard to fill.

The earth brings forth at His command,

The heavens are garnished by His hand
His breath perfumes the air.

His voice is heard in every clime,

All nature’s lofty themes sublirme
Proclaim His presence there.

But where, ah | where, most holy God,

Where is the place of Thine abode ?
Who can the truth reveal ?

Thou lookest from Thy mercy-seat,

Thy worksare stretched beneath Thy feet,
Contained as in a vale.

The thought’s too wonderful for man;
Who can Thy power and wisdom scan,
Or understand Thy ways?
Incomprehensible art Thou,
Before Thee I submissive bow,
Adore Thee for Thy grace.

(To be continued.)
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A SUNDAY MORNING AT PULHAM-ST.-MARY.

[The first Sunday morning in last month, April 2, 1882, was a season anusually
favourable to the pastor and people of the Baptist Chapel in the above Norfolk
village, The pastor had to baptize ; he was unwell, but grace and strength,
according to Lis day, wcre given to him ; and he preached and baptized inthe
midst of some hundreds of people. We know the service was rendered pro-
fitable, and the following outline, we are persuaded, will be read with interest.
The text was Acts v, 39.]

“YE CANNOT OVERTHROW IT.”

THEN it must be a great piece of folly on the part of any one to
attempt it. But what do the Sanballats, Tobiahs, and Geshuns
say ? Why, they say, “ What do these feeble Jews ? will they fortify
themselves ? will they sacrifice? will they make anend in a day ?” To
this, Tobiah, the Ammonite, replies, saying, “That which they build,
if even a fox go up thereon, he shall break down the stone wall.” Thus
our enemies laugh among themselves, and vaingloriously triumph. But
did they overthrow the wall and spoil the work ? Certainly not. Why
not ? Because, says Nehemiah,  The work is great and large.” It is
God’s work, and therefore must be so. Concerning the ordinance of
immersion,.ye cannot overthrow it, becanse it is God’s work; and it is
great and large ; great, becanse Christ is in the ordinance, as our
Pattern and Example; aud large, because this ordinance, with Christ
Himself in it, is very comprehensive in its spiritnal signification (see
Matt. 3, 13—17). And shall a fox break down anyone of God’s walls ?
No, nor yet any other creature whatever. Let the head wall be over-
thrown; and then all the rest must fall. Herod, who is compared to a fox,
thought he would overthrow God’s wall that is round about Jerusalem
for ever; but he was disappointed and confounded, for, says God,
“ Out of Egypt havel called My Son;” says Saul of Tarsus, “ I'll over-
throw this counsel and work of Jesus of Nazareth; yes, that I will; for I
utterly abhor it; I'll crush His name, His cause, and His followers.”
But he himself got overthrown on the road to Damascus; and in his
overthrow had his soul saved from going down into the pit. He might
well say, “ God is rich in mercy.” Devils have always been trying to
overthrow God’s counsel and work, in trying to overthrow the purchased
Church of Jesus; and the reason why they cannot overthrow it, is
because of what Jesus has said, “ Upon this rock will I build My
Charch; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Says
Nebuchadnezzar, “I'll burn these three Hebrews to ashes, because they
are determined to consult their own conscience, and not follow my
religion, and do in religious matters just as I think proper.” Ah, but
he could not even cause the smell of his fire to be upon them. God is
the essence of that element as well as of every other. Say the princes,
“We do not like this Daniel, because of his religion; if he would be of
our religion, and see with our eyes, and think as we do, and act as we
wish, we should have nothing against him; but as he is self-willed, and
is determined to think for himself, just as though none was to judge
him only God, we will make a meal of him for the lions.” But they
themselves were meat for lions, when these fierce creatures would not
touch royal flesh. i .
Here is, in the history before us, a threefold counsel. First, here is

Peter’s counsel. Second, here is Gamaliel's counsel. Third, here is
L



142 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

God’s counsel. First, here is Peter's counsel. Let those friends pay
attention to this, who still stand outside the Church of Christ, yet say,
“TLord, Lord.” [Look into your creed, and see if you can find two
words in Peter’s counsel; I mean the word ought, and the word
obey. If you discover these two words in your creed, how is it that you
regard them not, as touching the ordinances of Christ ? Peter’s counsel
speaks of witnesses for Christ. Now, if you are witnesses for Him in
such things as you like, and not witnesses for Him in other things, what
does He say to you? ‘ Why cail ye Me Lord, and do not the things I
say ?” Secondly, Let us now look at the counsel of Gamaliel. This
Gamaliel was a Pharisee, and a great man in the Counsel of the Jews.
Though a Pharisee, he spoke well ; and we ought to pay attention to
what he says, if he speaks the truth, though a Pharisee, our Master tells
us we may do this (Matt. xxiii. 2, 8). This counsel of Gamaliel was in
opposition to the counsel of the Sanhedrim ; for they had threatened the
apostles much, and said: “Did we not straightly charge you that ye
should not speak in His name?” Says Peter in his connsel, “ We ought
to obey God rather than men.” Says Gamaliel in his counsel, ¢ Refrain
from these men, and let them alone; for if this counsel, or this work
be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God, ye cannot over-
throw it; lest haply ye be found to fight against God.” The children
of Judah were not to fight against their brethren, the children of Israel,
becanse of what God had said—namely, “ This thing is done of Me.”
Now, if this work of baptism is God’s work, and a part of His counsel,
does He not say concerning it, “ T'his thing is done of Me” 2 Therefore,
thirdly, LET US LOOK AT GOD’S COUNSEL. Baptism is a part of God’s
counsel; and I say, * Ye cannot overthrow it.” The Lord Jesus Him-
self proves this to be a part of God’s counsel, or work, saying to John:
<« Quffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness.” He proves it again in Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Mark what the
converted eunnch said to Philip: ““ Seehere is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized ? 7 Philip declares that it is God’s counsel and work,
that men and women shall be baptized ; but tells the eanuch there is
something else belonging to this counsel and work of God—namely, that
none cau be admitted as candidates for this ordinance, only such as can
make their own confession, and say what they know of the Lord Jesus,
by simple faith and trust in Him. The enuuch immediately tells Philip
what his thonghts are about Jesus, and is forthwith baptized (see Acts
viii. 26—40). As these two, Philip and the eununch, both went down
into the water, and Philip baptized him, even so, I say to these three
friends, the candidates, arise every one of you, and be baptized, as com-
manded in God’s Word; and say inreply to my statements,—

“In all my Lord’s appointed ways,
My journey I'll pursue ;
Hinder me not, ye much loved saints,
For I must go with you.”

B. Tayror, Pastor.
Pulham-St.-Mary, April 3, 1882, ?

SIN is the transgression of the law. Christ dying, the law-maker
was subjected to the law, and will not that make amends ?
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LETTERS FROM MR. ISAAC LEVINSOHN.

His Broruer; His FATHER'S DEATH; AND A LETTER OoF CONDOLENCE
T0 Mr. AND MRS. T. D. WooD, OF BLACKHEATH, ON THE DEATH
OF THEIRL MUCH-LOVED DAUGHTER.

[ALL our readers who so acutely sympathise with our brother Isaac Levinsohn in
his sore affliction in being called, by the grace of God, from the darkness of
Judaism into the loving and saving liberty of the Gospel of our Gop and
SAVIOURJESUS CHRIST, will see, fromr the following brief notes, what tribulation
he ig still called to endure. Not in himself personally, for God in mercy giveth
him health and strength to pursue his arduous labours in connection with ‘ The
Religious Tract Society,” where for several years he has been usefully and
honourably sustained. Nor has he cause for sorrow in his happily increasing
family, where peace and domestic comfort are realised. Much less has he any
cause for regret in his ministerial and pastoral work at the Bromley-road
Tabernacle, near Blackheath; for the crowded meetings last Easter Monday,
and the steady ingathering of souls, fully demonstrate the hope that the Lord
has gone before him; that the blessing of heaven still rests upon him and his
work; and that many years of devotion to that blessed JESTS who hath so
mysteriously and marvellously called him into the fellowship of “ THE GRAND
OLD GOSPEL,” these facts lead us to believe that a long series of Christ-serving
years are determined for him; all these present and prospective privileges must
cause his heart to pour forth praises to the God of his mercies; and as regards
the losses arising out of his separation from the ancient religior, we think he
quietly saith:

“ The heir need not hasten to his birthright,
When he knoweth that its tenure is eternal.”

Nevertheless, the loss of his father, through grief of heart over his two
sons (so very dear to himself and wife) who have both become unbending
believers in the Son of God; and the present painful exercises of his brother
Hessel, must make our dear Isaac’s heart to heave out many a sigh, and
constrain him to send up to the throne wrestling prayers that our God and
Father may, for poor Hessel, make darkness light, and the crooked things straight
before him. The conversion of Saul of Tarsus was a heart-rending matter to
his strongly-attached father and mother; but Christ had need of him. The call
by grace of both Isaac and Hessel Levinsohn has cut their dear parents to the
depths of their souls—the father, at the age of 55, has sunk beneath the stroke :

“ Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
God treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.”

We must add no more; only give the following notes from the pen of Mer.
Isaac Levinsohn.]

My Dear MRr. Epitor,—I noticed with much pleasure and great
gratitude the various inquiries as to the welfare of my brother, whose
name became known to our friends through the pages of your admirable
magazine. In answer to all these inquiries, I beg to inform you that
he is still in London, and rejoice to say that he is determined to remain
in this country. He is satisfied to lose his position, &c., in his native
land, and to remain in this country, which gave him peace and comfort,
and, above all, the satisfaction the anxious soul needs. His position at
present is of a most painful nature, his wife having arrived in England
with the whole family—viz., three children; and, after some considera-
tion, determined to be opposed to his new religion, she being a most
bitter enemy to the Christian religion. Instead of a young family living
in peace, all seems like a cruel war. Her prejudices to the Christian



144 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

faith being so great and bitter, consequently, as your readers may
imagine, painful is the path he treads. 1 also grieve to inform you that
a letter which my brother received from Russia announces the denth of
my dear father. As to my family in Russia, I wasdead to them for
some years. I am not informed of anything going on there. My
brother, not having been baptized, has the privilege of receiving letters,
and being in communication with the family.
I am, my dear sir, very truly yours,

Isaac LEVINSOHN.
Mr, C. W. Banks.

My pEAR BrOTHER C. W. BaNnks,—It is with much sorrow I inform
you of the sad loss our dear friend, my beloved deacon, Mr. T. Daynes
Wood, has sustained. All brother ministers who had the pleasure of
staying at his house, must have felt the pleasure and joy of being in a
house where domestic happiness and spiritual peace were so fully realized.
The eldest danghter, after an illness of a few weeks, has passed away
calmly.

1 write to inform you this because there are so many brother
ministers who know Mr. Wood so well, and the pages of the EARTHEN
VEssEL would be the only means by which they can learn this sorrowful
news.

I am, dear sir and brother, very truly yours,

Isaac LEVINSOHN.

The following is a letter written by the pastor, after a Church
meeting, on Sonday evening, April 16, which was informed of the great
bereavement of our dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. T. Daynes Wood, of

Blackheath:—
The Church of Christ, Bromley-road Tabernacle,

South Lee, Kent.

My VERY DEAR AND BELOVED CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,—It was with profound
sorrow the Church was made acquainted last night of the great loss our heavenly
Father has been pleased to cause you to experience. Many of us have earnestly and
vigorously wrestled with the Lord in prayer, and we hoped that He would have
been pleased to spare the darling child. But He has been pleased to remove the
sweet flower from your midst, and taken to a much sweeter place of residence. No
doubt you will miss the footfall of her which was as sweet music to your ears;
but, oh ! her tender spirit enjoys now the sweet music in the city of the blessed.
Remember, my very dear and beloved friends, that this is a call from our dear Master,
and if He calls, shall we not respond ? Remember, also, that you are not alone in
this valley of bereavement: He is with you. Is it not true that this is mot our
resting-place? He leads us onward! Oh! what a consolation to know that Heloves
with an everlasting love! He chastises with His dear Fatherly hand—although no
chastisernent seemeth joyous, but we know that He scourgeth every son whom He
loveth. Remember also David, the anointed of God, when his dear child lay sick
and suffering, he wept and fasted; but when the call came, and the child was taken
away from a home of sin toa land of purity, David anointed his head and washed
himself, and ceased to fast; for he knew that the child was infinitely better off than
himself. Thankful that you have so blessed a hope through Jesus, our dearest
Lord. Heis our sympathising High Priest; He knows your every sorrow; He speaks
through His sacred Word cheering words; He tclls you that He has prepared a holy
and blessed place; He loved dear children intensely; still, with infinite love
does He receive them.

Language and eloguence can only be beggarly in attempting to comfort you;
but I can assure you that the prayers which ascended the throne of grace on your
behalf—although with hearts of sadness, yet the intense earnestness and true
Christian love of our Church and congregation—made our prayer and Church
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meeting most heavenly at the throne of grace. It is now my duty to convey to
you from our church this message of condolence, and to assure you of their warmest
Christian affection towards you,and of the deep sympathy with you in your present
trial. Praying that He may comfort you with His own dear presence and grace,
I am, my dear beloved friends, Affectionately yours in the Lord Jesus Christ
and in tribulation, Isaac LEVINSOHN.
Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Wood.

THE MARTYR IN THE CONVICT CELL.—No.2.

(Continued from puge 48.)

[Before we enter much into the narrative of “W.W.,” we desire to create a
favourable conviction that the said “ W. W.” was a true, a genuine, a gifted
saint, and a faithful child of God. Therefore, this month we give the following
from his pen.]

JOY TURNED INTO SORROW, AND SORROW TURNED INTO JOY.

WHAT mortal ever yet, while following sin,
Could truly say he felt rejoiced within?

‘What God declares, the God of Truth, is this :—
The wicked have *“no rest ”—they have * no peace,”
Their boasted pleasures sting—their joy decays,
And ‘““misery and destruction mark their ways;”
They follow a “delusion” and a cheat,

Their joys turn into sorrow—Ilusts to hate.

And then, alas! when this short life is past,
They wake in hell in endless pain at last.

It must be so—guilt is that “gnawing worm,”
And lust the fire that will for ever burn,

Unless removed before this life is o’er,

And, thanks to God, there is an open “ door ;”
Christ is to heaven’s bright joys the only Way,
Christ’s blood can wash the blackest guilt away;
He turns the sinner’s sorrows into joy,

A bliss that nothing ever can destroy.

Oh | think of this, poor fellow-sinner, think,
And of the spring of “life eternal” drink,

Joys pure and holy, such as none can tell,

Will then within your happy bosom dwell,

I know a man—he had his fetters burst,

He had his state of hopeless grief reversed,
Burdened with sin, Christ’s Spirit led him on,
To lay his sins and heavy burdens down ;

And thus he *‘laid his sins and weight aside,”
By faith he looked to Jesus crucified,

And by that look he felt his sorrows roll

From off his “labouring heavy-laden” soul;
Christ’s blood applied, removed the load of sin,
And peace ‘“and joy unspeakable” flowed in.
Affliction’s fiery furnace came to test,

But could not drive that comfort from his breast.
Nor can the powers of hell, or powers of earth
Prevail to take away this heavenly mirth.

For conscience is at peace, and * dvawn by love,”
His heart’s affections are ‘on things above,”

His understanding’s fed by heavenly light,

His will’s subdued to God, and led aright,

And his delighted memory keeps in view

What Christ has done, and what He yet will do.
Thus sorrow turns to pleasure, for Christ’s hlood
Makes * all things,” even “all things work for good,”
This life a life of * pleasantness and peace,”
And death an entrance into endless bliss.
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Dear reader, would you have this pleasure “now " ?
And do you ask again, oh ! tell me how?

The Saviour of mankind (the Lord be praised)

For sinners such as you and I is raised,

For dying sinners. poisoned with the sting

Of that dark serpent Satan, sire of sin,

And, as once dying Israel gave a *“look ”

To that “uplifted” scrpent Moses took,

So look we now to Christ, and are forgiven,

And change earth’s sorrows for the joys of heaven.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.—Rom. iii. 10—-18; John x. 7—9; Isa. lvii. 20;
John vii. 37—39; 1 John i. 7 ; John iv, 13,14 ; John xi. 26; John xvi. 20 ; Gal.v.
22, 23 ; Rom. v. 11 ; Rom., viii. 28—31; Prov. iii. 17; 2 Tim. i. 10; Rom. viii. 38,
39 ; John iii. 14, 15,

“JESUS ONLY.”

SPEAK to me cheering words—of “ Jesus only,”
O Jesus speak Thyself, words sweet and full;

For fears enchain the soul, so dark and lonely,
And the frail lamp of life burns low and dull.

The words of friends may fail, but Thine can never,
And here with safety may I rest till time

Shall fade away into a bright for ever,
For other words have ceased to cheer but Thine.

And when the busy toil of life increases,
Speak to my inmost soul at early dawn,
Till the whole term of my career ceases,
Speak to me cheering words from night till morn.

And whilst Thy grace attends the humble hearer,
Lord, may the echo of Thy cheering word
Gladden the burdened heart of every bearer,
Till the sweet sound throughout the land be heard.

Ah ! speak to me of heaven—the yonder glory,
‘Where the glad song resounds, I long to be:
Tell me, ye favoured ones, “the old, old story,”
Of Jesus' love, and how He lives for me.
My case is urgent, come, O sweetest Saviour!
The night is near, and life ebbs out apace;
O satisfy me early with Thy favour,
Till I shall come and see Thee face to face.
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS,

THE NATURE AND USE OF GOSPEL PRECEPTS.
By J. COPELAND.

THE Gospel precepts are as holy as Sinai’s commandments, and

therefore as contrary to sinfnl nature, and as hard to fulfil. Yea,
I am persuaded that the regenerated even cannot keep them of them-
selves—that is, without supernatural aid. How often they violate the
precepts—not because they would, but contrary to their own will
They find a law that when they would do good evil is present with them.
They love the paths of righteousness; they delight in the law of God
after the inward man; but they are drawn aside by the lusts of the
flesh, therefore, if the Gospel precepts were legal, the blessedness
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connected with the keeping of them would be realised by none. More-
over, if we make them legal, then the blessings are of merit, and not of
grace. We should, then, receive the blessings for our goodness, and not
absolutely because of Jesu’s blood. But it is not so. Every precept is
as free as the promises. They are gracious finger-posts to point to the
way of righteousness, the King's highway of holiness that leadeth to
heaven. They are lamps to our feet, so that we may see the snares and
stumbling-blocks in the way. By them we are warned. The know-
ledge of, the love to, and the power requisite to keep the precepts were
all taken in consideration in the making of the gracious and ‘ ever-
lasting covenant ordered in all things and sure.” As it is written: “ I
will put My laws into their minds, and write them in their hearts; and
I will be to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people ” (Heb. viii.
10).

The keeping of the precepts is the working out that which God has
wrought in us, “for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk
in them ” (Eph. ii. 10). ‘It is God who worketh in us to will and do
of His good pleasure” (Phil. ii. 18). “ Walking according to the
precepts is the fruit of the Spirit ” (Eph. v. 9). We can only keep the
precepts, then, by the grace of God? Yes, and being enabled to keep
them is a great and gracious blessing; for it proves our possession of
the Spirit, our new birth, our interest in the cross and standing in the
covenant, and also thereby we have liberty (see Psa. cxix. 45).

It appears to me that the best use we can make of the precepts is
this: Take them to the throne of grace, and pray the Almighty to canse
us to walk according to their requirements, that we may glorify our
Father who is in heaven. What a comprehensive precept 1s the
following: ‘‘ Be ye holy in all manner of conversation” (1 Peter i. 15).
That is, let.the whole of yonr deportment manifest inwronght righteons-
ness. Who can govern his own tongue, that unruly member? How
soon the eyes wander, and the heart coveteth! How swift are the feet
to sin, and how soon they slide; our hands are quick to evil. With an
alluring world, a deceitful heart, and a tempting devil, who can be holy
in all manner of conversation ? But here is a perfect standard, and
although we are weak, God is mighty. Then we do well to come to
Him, saying, * Lord, I wonld be holy as Thou art; I would that my
whole life preached holiness. This Thou requirest of Thy children, and,
Lord, Thou only can’st make me live thus. Grant it, I pray Thee, for
Thy Son’s sake. Amen. The sum of the whole is this: The conditions
of the Gospel are all supplied by God, having been merited by the Lord
Jesus Christ, So be it. Amen.

A MEDITATION ON THE DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

“ The Lord hath made all things for Himself yea, even the wicked for the day
of evil."—Prov. xvi. 4.
THIS subject, which relates to the eternal God and all created things,
is obviously a large one. It is not the object of this paper to
cover the whole of it, or to deal particularly with it in its widest aspect;
for,—
“ Nature with open volume stands,”
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to illustrate and teach it. The heavens and the earth speak for Him
that made them, and witness to the inspired truth, that « the Lord hath
made all things for Himself.”

But what of the other part of the subject? What is the mind of the
Spirit in the clause, “ Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil” ?  Are
we sure, upon authorised grounds, that the meaning of that solemn
declaration is, in its true extent and limitation, exactly what we suppose
it is? or that it is what, in the off-handed manner in which it has some-
times been quoted by others, it seems to signify? DPerhaps not. At
any rate, before we come to any raw conclusions upon it, or hastily use
the passage in the sense we may happen to have of it, we ought first to
take some pains to ascertain what its meaning is, and what onr sense of
it is really worth. That the passage implies—and not only implies, but
distinctly expresses the doctrine of God's absolute sovereignty and
predestination, and His right to do what He will with His own, is too
plain to be honestly denied by any, and therefore will not be discussed
here.

But it says nothing respecting the final destiny of the wicked in a
Sfulure state. Insome other parts of Scripture /4at is distinctly spoken
of, but not in this. Now, it is concerning that very point that this
particnlar passage has, ere now, been misused by certain headlong
blunderers at quoting Scripture, as if what it says of the wicked it says
of their final state, whereas that matter is not hinted at. A great
author has said, “ the devil can quote Scripture for his purpose.” True;
but then it is always for a wrong purpose, and is quoted in such a way
as to give it a wrong constraction. Without instituting a comparison
between his wilful perversion of the divine Word and the ignorance and
false fire which but too often induce us mortals to err in the same line,
it is certain that making Scripture seem to mean more or other than it
says, does no good, and has been a too fruitful cause of heresy upon
other parts of truth to add much to its interests in this. Men of strong
opinions on the subject of reprobation, and eager to avow them as proofs
of their own soundness in the trath, will bolt out what our text says of
the wicked as a Scriptaral confirmation of their views upon the whole
subject. With the rationale, or Scripturalness of those views, we have
nothing to do here, as the subject on which they are held is not even
faintly indicated by the passage now under notice. The utmost stretch
of meaning that the text expresses concerning the wicked does not
reach into eternity, but is limited to a certain period of time, * the day
of evil.”

If it be contended that Scripture elsewhere says that “the wicked
ghall be turned into hell,” and that therefore this text means the same
thing, the inference will not stand, having not a word in the text to
gupport it. It is indeed most solemnly revealed, though not in this
Scripture, that the future state of the wicked, finally unreclaimed, is to
be that of “ everlasting punishment,” and that revelation is as salutary
as it is solemn. But all who are wicked do not arrive at that awful
gtate, many being snatched as brands from the burning. The betrayers
and murderers of Christ, and the blood-thirsty Saul of Tarsus, were
wicked, or none ever were. Yet they were saved, many of them. But
if, when their wickedness was in full feather, their final and everlasting
state had been predicted from what they then were, and in accordance



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 149

with the sense wrongly given of this passage, the prediction would have
been falsified by events which actually followed.

In the text under notice, “ the day of evil” is specially marked as
that which the wicked are for in this world. It maybe within the full range
of its meaning, that the wicked are hereby warned of the evil day coming,
when their wickedness will come down upon their own heads; for the
decree is revealed that wickedness shall not go unpunished. But that
is not the predominant idea contained in the words before us, which is
that God uses all things for His own purposes, ¢ Yea, even the wicked
for the day of evil.” Those who are familiar with the Scriptnres may
easily recall to mind such expressions as * the evil day,” “the time of
evil,” “ the day of calamity,” and others of similar import; asalzo many
periods corresponding to them. :

“The evil day,” or any equivalent for that phrase, stands in God’s
Word for a time of sore trouble and disaster, whether as befalling His
people for their trial, or as overtaking their enemies in the way of
retribution. In some instances the evil of such times of visitation has
been inflicted solely by God’s hand, as when He brought a flood upon
the earth and when He rained fire and brimstone from heaven upun the
cities of the plain. In others, the evil time is seen to have been brought
on, or rendered intensely distressing, by means of the evil counsel and
vile agency of the wicked; but which God controlled for good, and for
His own glory, as in the cases of Joseph, Job, Hezekiah, Mordecai, and
Esther, and the faithful captives in Babylon. But no thanks are due to
the wicked. That God has often used them, and still does so, to distress
and try His people, is shown by His Word, and by examples of it to this
day. But of all the known periods in which the wicked were made
most useful in doing their evil work, the one most conspicuous, and by
far the most momentous in its issues, was that eventful one of early New
Testament times; that part more especially when Christ suffered. The
glory that should follow did not then appear; but the time, in its lower
and visible aspects, was fhe day of evil to Him, and in the conduct of
those who were about Him. Evil, in all its worst forms, gathered in
full force around the Holy One, and the wicked, God’s sword, were at
hand to do the work for which they were made. G'ood men would not
have done it; nor could they. To torture and insult the Son of God
to death was a work which none but the wicked could do, or were fitted
for. And of such, a multitude from all ranks were ready for it—kings,
rulers, soldiers, priests, and people, with the prince of this world, and the
powers of darkness also.

““ The day of evil,” when it has since come to others, has never been
go black as that one. Much that contributed to darken that day was
pecaliar to that only, and can never overcast the deepest day of any
other one’s distress. But, with that important diminntion of its terrible-
ness, there has been many a return of “the day of evil” to one or
another of Christ’s true servants and followers, no doubt fo fry them.
When adversity in its worst forms has set in on all sides against a man,
gathering strength as it advances, and is smiting him in all that is dear
to his heart and needful to his welfare in this dying world; when the
usual effect of adversity is seen in the altered behaviour of those who
know him, and is felf in himself in the lowering and untuning of his
whole life, both spiritual and temporal; and when, as is Jikely to be the
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case, the dispensation of Providence, under which he suffers, has about
it some hard and mysterious features, which stagger his faith, as being
hard to reconcile with a persuasion of the Lord’s love and goodness to
him, and he gets into the battle-field of furious temptations and spiritual
conflicts, in which he gets much to the ground. In those circumstances
he learns to know his friends from those who are not; for the wicked
rise and magnify themselves, as if by instinct, and the Philistines are
down upon him. They persecute him whom God has afflicted, and to
him, if not to others, it is ¢ the day of evil.”

St. Paul, in Eph. vi., has a striking passage bearing on this subject,
particularly naming the wicked in connection with ‘“the evil day.”
Hesays: «“ Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day; and having done all to stand

able to quench all the fiery dart
read this paper will see that
exhortation.

above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be

s of the wicked.” Some who may
its drift is in a line with that

SUPPLI

CATION.

«J cried unto the Lord in my trouble, and He inclined His ear unto me, and heard my cry."”

HERE. on my bended knees,
Before my gracious God :
‘Who all my sorrow sees,
‘Who holds the staff and rod,
Who smites, supports, and all in love,
That I no more may from Him rove.

Bent low before His throne—
Repentant, sorrowing ;

1 know that He, and He alone,
Can make my heart to sing ;

And by a pardoning word set free

My captive soul, His face to see.

Margate, June, 1881,

Humbled my pride, I longed to have
His gracious smile once more ;
And pray, and for His mercy crave,
His goodness to adore ;
That in His wondrous acts with me,
I may His wisdom’s dealings see.
Made willing in His Spirit’s power,
To be obedient to His will ;
Content with poverty, as dower,
If He (in me) His work fulfil.
Affliction’s cup no longer galls,
It is His voice—I know His call.
G. H. M. READ.

THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

o

The Church of England as I Knew It
Sizty Years Ago. By the Parish Clerk’s
Grandson.—This “ poor little boy ” says:
¢TIt is sixty-two years ago, this very
month of March, since my grandfather
died. On the day of his funeral all the
people in the parish that could get out
came into the Church to hear his loving
vicar read ‘ the burial service’ over the
remains of his aged, now departed, and
universally-esteemed servant, who had
for a long, long, period of time, com-
menced the Sunday morning service by
softly exclaiming, ‘Let us sing to the
praise and glory of God the morning
bymn;' and then we all stood up and
harmoniously chanted,—

* Awake, my soul, and with the sun,
Thy daily stage of duty run;
Shake off dull sloth, and early rise,
To pay tby morning sacrifice.’

Then the prayers were offered, the Scrip-
tures wereread, and a sermon (measuring
exactly twenty minutes) was delivered.
They were quiet times then ; the battle
of Waterloo had brought the fighting
and fearing between England and France
to an end. There was a proclamation
of peace throughout our beautiful little
island ; and on the day when the pro-
clamation of peace was celebrated in our
comfortable town, the ‘little boy’
marched by the side of the big drum-
mer, and jingled out the triangles, con-
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sidering himself ¢ no small dust’ on that
occasion. The Catholic Emancipation
Bill had not then thrown the Protestant
gates of old England’s safety opcn.
The Tracts for the Times (like Eve
bringing the forbidden fruit to Adam)
were not then in existence. *High
Church,’ ¢ Low Church,’ ¢ Broad Church,’
were not heard of in our parigh.
Our vicar was a sacred-looking sort
of a giant in his flowing white sur-
plice! and when he came forth from the
vestry in his black silk gown to give us
his sermon, oh! did we not venerate the
man! Well, now, the question investi-
gated in this serial is ¢ Was there any
divinely-wrought and soul-saving re-
ligion in all this? or was it hut a
mechanical form of godliness, without
any soul-quickening power?’ From
the major in his mansion, and the cap-
tain in his palace, the German curate in
his woody villa, the Churchwardens,
the clerk, and others. From a review of
all these, the question is, ‘ Was there
any features, any fruits of a heaven-
born Christianity in them?’ If not,
where are they now? Did ever the
Almighty Spirit begin to work in these
men the fear of death, judgment, and
hell.” We long to see more of this nar-
rative.

The Christian Commonmwealth. — This
new penny weekly, published by S. W.
Partridge and Co., contains a fair re-
view of the efforts of the different
churches and societies for promoting
the good of the people. We wish it the
success it requires, so long as it contends
for the advancement of the Gospel in
the world. We have been engaged in
sending forth some ten or a dozen
Christian publications. We know the
cost is immense; the difficulties are
dreadful; and the permanent establish-
ment of such periodicals is quite im-
possible, unless many thousands of
earnest sympathisers put their shoulders
to the wheel, and keep them there, until
the vessel is fairly launched, and safely
sailing,

“ Are ye lost? Have ye a wish and a
will to be saved ?—Lost, mentally, in
the multitude of ministrations—in the
variety of forms of worship, now every-
whereextant ! Are ye come to the junc-
tion where many ways meet, and no
true guide can be seen, or heard, saying,
“This is the way, WALK ye 1IN IT?”
Are ye lost, spiritually? No witness of
the SPIRIT witkin you: no voice of
CHR1ST calling you? No messenger
from GoD sentunto you? No physician
to heal you? No hand to help you?

Well, as an instrument, read 7he (Jood
News of Christ, by W. H. Collver, re-
published by R. Banks, containing a
collation of Notes respecting ‘ The Two
Covenants, the Old and New.” The free-
will, and the creature righteousness of
man, is the chief material of the preach-
ing of the learned, and of the apparently
pious, with some exceptions. ‘¢ But
‘The Gospel,’ observes Luther in his
Commentary to the Galatians, ¢is such
a declaration as condemneth all man-
ner of righteousness, and preacheth
the only righteousness of Christ. These
words (Gal. i. 4) are very thunderclaps
from heaven against all kinds of right-
econsness.” And which he elsewhere calls
mighty thunderings and lightnings from
heaven against the righteousness of the
law and all the works thereof. *Hold
this fast, and suffer not thyself by any
means to be drawn away from this most
sweet definition of Christ, which rejoiceth
even the very angels in heaven; thatisto
say, that Christ, according to the proper
and true definition, is no Moses, no law-
giver, no tyrant, but a Mediator for sins, a
free Giver of grace, righteousness and life;
who gave Himself, not for our merits,
holiness, righteousness, and godly life,
but for our sins.”

Historical Evidence of the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the Dead. * Present
Day Tracts.”” Published by Religious
Tract Society. The Rev. Prebendary
Row has furnished all unbelievers in,
and doubters of, the actual rising again
of our exalted Redeemer, with some
sound, and indisputable facts, from his-
tory, in proof of one of the most essential
miracles in the Mediatorial life of the
Son of God. That any mortal in this
world should call in question the revela-
tion given of the person and achieve-
ments of the Son of God, after seeing
that, for 1,800 years, His name has been
glorified in the salvation of millions of
souls is, to us, most painful; hence,
although controversy is, to us, un-
pleasant, yet we thank Prebendary Row
for his great research, for his clever
arguments, and strongly recommend this
four-penny pamphlet so learnedly and
lucidly furnished by his able pen.

The A B C Church and Chapel Directory
and May Meeting Hand-book for 1882.
The Issue for 1882 will be found cure-
fully revised, and several improvements
made to increase its value. Every
Minister's Name, with the Church or
Chapel at which he officiates, in or near
London, is inserted. London: Robert
Banks, Racquet-court, Fleet-street. 2d.,
post free 3d.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

QUEENSLAND.

In the city of Brisbane, in the far-oft
colony of Australia, there stands a Baptist
chapel, which has been disturbed, dilapidated,
and distressed, by reason of some under-
current of weakness ; and it has cost the
Chureh, the congregation, and especially the
pastcr, considerable anxiety, responsibility,
and burden. The minister, the Hand-book
says, is J. Kingsford, pastor of the Church in
Jireh, Fortitude Vallev. The Church was
formed in 1861. Mr. Kingsford was settled
there in 1862 ; fur full twenty years he has
honourably, devotedly, and with a Christ
and truth-loving heart, worked on with his
people, in a most self-denying reanner, and
certainly deserves the support of all who are
concerned for the cortinuance of the spread
of the Gospel of the free-grace of God.” We
have personally known Mr. John Kings-
ford, of Brishane, for more than forty years.
Mr. John Bunyan McCure has also been
well acquainted with bim ; and we are able,
with honest confidence, to recommend his
chapel case as one which loudly calls for the
sympathy of those friends to the Gospel of
the tree-grace of God, who have it in their
power to aid in building up the almost ruined
walls of our Australian Zion. In Mr. Kings-
ford's letter to us he says:—

“My DeAr BROTHER,—Some months
since sotne friends of ours, Mr. and Mrs.
Doggett, members of our Church and cou-
gregation, left for London, and I asked Mr.
Doggett to try and see you, for the purpose of
being the message-bearer of our love, and for
supplying you with what information he
could as it respects our person, position and
service in the vineyard of the Lord. I trust
long ere this reaches you, he will have had
an interview with you. ’

“1 was grieved to read in the VESSEL the
account of the severe attack of illness to
which you have been suhjected, and most
anxiously did we wait for the next number
of the magazine to arrive, so that we might
know how you were, and we were not a little
rejoiced to know that you had recovered so
far as to be able to resume your much loved
wuwr k. We gave our heavenly Father thanks
ou your behalf, as well as for ourselves, as
members of the family, and now we pray
that you may be spured for years yet to come
to proclaim ‘the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God,’ and that, if it is His will, you
may, when your ministerial work is finished,
rise unto the presence of Him who loved us
and gave Himself for us.

] would not presume to Jay it as a
request before the Lord, but I have a secret
desire, deep down in my heart, to go from
the pulpit direct to glory. Yet, not my will,
but His he done. You aresome twelve years
my senior, but as 1 read of your deings and
your travels in your work, I think you must
be twenty years my junior ; at any rate you
bring fortl fruit in old age, and seem to be

fat and flourishing. We do not at all expect
to see any of you again in the flesh, unless
you come to the colony, for the Lord does not
see fit to give us the means of coming to you.
Yet, we can and do look forward to a joyful
mecting in the better land.

‘“ Now I have alittle matter to lay before
you, with regard to which I solicit your
editorial influence and fraternal assist-
ance. Lastyear, owing to the City Corpora-
tion deeming it necessary to cut down the
street in which our chapel is situated, some
six feet; we were obliged to make con-
siderable alteration to the building, in order
to make it accessible ; beside which, in con-
sequence of much blasting of the rock, the
foundation of the chapel had to be made good,
and the entire buildings (school as well as
chapel) had to be thoroughly overhauled, ete.
To effect which, and to make the whole pro-
perties secure for many years to come, we
had to borrow a sum of money (over and
above what we collected among ourselves),
which costs us £36 per annum for interest,
an amount which not omly presses heavily
upon us, but which retards us in the progress
of our work. We are a poor people, we have
no opulent person connecrted with us, but are
all of the labouring class. It is with the
greatest difficulty that we now meet current
expenses, so that no means are left for ex-
tending the Gospel in ‘ the regions beyond ”
us. We have an intense desire for sending
the Gospel into the desolate hush (and prior
to this heavy expense, to some extent we
were able to do so), but we cannot all the
while this heavy interest devolves upon us.
Dear brother, can you in any way help
us? Can you through the medium of the
EARTHEN VRSSEL appeal to the members
of those Churches which your magazine re-
presents 7 A letter of your own to them Iam
sure would take effect. Our appeal is recom-
mended by all the Brisbane ministers con-
nected with the ‘* Queensland Baptist Asso-
ciation,” and the ministers in the city.
These brethren, whilst not agreeing with me
in some points of doctrine, have seen our
work and gladly appended their recommen-
dation to our appeal. :

“That portion of the population where our
work is carried on is principally Roman
Catholic. The Bishop’s residence, the Con-
vent, and the Catholic schools, are close to
our chapel, and almost within reach of my
voice.

* Should you see your way clear to help us
in the way I have indicated, or any other
you think better, will you kindly receive all
amounts, and forward results monthly to our
secretary, Mr. A, A. Grimes, Alfred-street,
Fortitude Valley, Brisbane, Queensland, or
to myself ?

“ What morecan I say? You ree how long
a letter I have written to you with my own
hand. Do please ‘read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest, and having done so, take
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your pen, and write for us in langunage
characteristic of C. W. B. '

“I am, my dear brother, your fellow-
labourer in the Gospel, and ever affec-
tionately yours,

JoHN KINGSFORD.

Egerton Villa, Brishane, Queensland.

HACKNEY - ROAD.

In the ““ Oval’’ standeth ¢ Shalom ™ chapel,
where for more than twenty-two years Mr.
Henry Myerson haspreached the Gospel with
the quickening power of the Holy Com-
forter, gathering around him a united band
of saved pilgrims. It is very long since
¢ 8halom ” was erected. The timeis come,
when the material and eartbly repairers of
breaches must he called in, to set the house
in order ; hut the wise men, who manage the
financial affairs of the sacred place, asked the
friends to give the money first; and the
opportunity for so doing was presented on
Tuesday, March 28,1882, when that peaceful
and consistent Christian worker, Mr. George
Burrell, of Watford, delivered a suitable dis-
course in theafternoon ; and after a season
of refreshment had been enjoyed in a cup of
tea, the pastor, Mr. Myerson, summoned his
staff of officers to tbe business of the evening.
Mr. John Box, of Soho Chapel, Oxford-street,
came to the front, shewing the pecple
the beautiful situation of Mount Zion,
which is prophetically declared to be *‘ the
joy of the whole earth.” " Dr. Gill says it
was so when the Saviour was born ; it is
80 now, where the Gospel is successfully
preached, but, surely, never will Mount
Zion be “ the joy of the WHOLE EARTH,”
never will it perfectly and gloriously be seen
to be

“THE CITY OF THE GREAT XING,”
until the So~ or Gop shall “conE the
second time, WITHOUT sin, unto salvation.”
When we quietly surveyed Mr. Myerson’s
platform that evening, we said silently,

¢« How beautifuol are their feet,
‘Who follow in that train,
‘Where many righteous men
Have been, and spent their strength :
And, theun, to rest were called,
Leaving the work to others.”

But for the succession in this train of
Gospel preachers where now had Zion been ?
‘When, by the mercy of the Lord, I was first
enlisted in

CHRIST'S ARMY OF TRUTHFUL
WARRIORS,
which is fifty-five years since, these valiant
men, now in their prime, were only infants
in their mothers’ arms. As the angels were
sent to call home that company of witnes-
sing-workers, whoonce were the messengers
of God to His Churches, the SPIRIT hath
been training, and qualifying these excellent
ambassadors ; counsequently, there is no lack
of heralds to sound in our Gospel palaces
the trumpet with its certain sound. 1 sat
watching these stalwart men, Mr. John Box
(who is quite a gentleman), Matthew
Branch (who is o loving Barnabas), Geo.
Buorrell (a gentle nurse to the children in

"GOOD TIDINGS unte Zion.”
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Zion), F.C. Holden (a descendant of the
Apollos family), Master Mohhs (a worthy
deacon in Shalom, and a cheerful preacher in
the Churches who have no pastors), Chas.
Masterson (a Boanerges when he gets his
armour on), and listening to the delightful
singing of hymns out of David Denham's
rich collection ; hence it was a feast of soul-
confirming varieties, To wind up the whole,
I was called to speak of Zion’s messengers, hut
I knew the patience of the people was ex-
hausted, and the time for the heads of houses
to go home was fully up. So (inside of my
mind) I said, I will reserve my exposition of
“ THE MESSENGERS” for my little pet
Cheering Words, where those who read
that little half-penny may do it in peace.
But, how ahout the money to repair
¢¢8halom ”’? Well, Mr. John Box, on hehalf
of the Association, hehaved very handsome;
the Shalomites did their utmost, but they
require many pounds yet. To he ahle to give
pastor Myerson and his flock a good lift
would be a pleasure to this  poor old soul,”
as they call C.W. B.

BUCKS.—In a kind survey of some
Churches, where TRUTH is persistently
valued, there is much variety. On Prestwood
Common vou will find a thriving cause;
spiritual life, when fanned by the SprrIT
into a flame of love, doth spread, and kindle.
and unite. We thought Prestwood looked
*Jike a tree planted by the river of waters,
bringing forth fruit in its season.” Some of
the prayers of the Masons, and others, are
still being answered. Lee Common, Buck-
land Common, lvinghoe, and other neigh-
bouring cities of Judea, do not send forth
their boughs far emough to reach ns.
Aylesbury and High Wycombe (from what
I saw) really need PASTORS who of God
can FEED the people with knowledge and
understanding ; devout men, who can carry
out that commission, * O Thou that bringeth
(Our trans-
laters have reversed the order of [saiah xi. 9.
God is speaking in verses 6 and 7 of the
perishing frailty of all that is of the flesh,
‘“Surely the people is grass.” Then, to His
ministers CHRIST crieth, ‘O Thou that
hringest good tidings unto Zion,” *“ Get
thee up into the HIGH MOUNTAIN,” &c.
(See this expounded in Cheering Words.)
Towns like Wycombe, Aylesbury, Thame,
and others, wish for another baptism of the
SPIRIT. At Sydenham the new chapelis
crowded ; brother E. B. Lloyd is exceedingly
happy. Penn Beacon, on the hill, pants for
heavenly showers, Of Bucks and her sister
counties we have much more.

BILSTON.—Our Iate pastor, Mr. A.
Hall, now of Chatteris, was preaching for us
in March, and we found him a growing young
man, in every sense of the word. His reroval
from us to Chatteris is found to be a great
blessing to the Church there. Weare crying
for blessing to attend our present minister’s
testimony, Mr. D. Smith, of whom we with
to write again.
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ALL ABOUT RUTH AT MOUNT
ZION, BOW,

We held twelfth anniversary of formation of
the Church, Lord’s-day, April 16. Brethren
Steed, Thomas Stringer, and W. H. Lee,

reached sermons on Sunday. Mr. W, H.

ee is now supplying, with a view to the
pastorate, and to that end the Church has
unanimously given him an invitation to
supply for a second period of three months.
On the Tuesday Mr. J. Clark gave a sermon.
After tea came the public meeting. Mr.
Noves implored a hlessing; the chair was
occupied in & very able manner by one of the
deacons. Mr. G. Lovelock. In his opening
remarks he stated that, when he was requested
to take the chair, he was naturally exercised
about the subjects for the addresses, and his
mind turned upon the ladies, whom he had
always found to have clearer views on many
matters than the men ; and heillustrated this
by referring to Sarab, who insisted on having
the bondwoman cast out, to Rebecca, who, by
her counsel, obtained the blessing for Jacob,
and to the wife of Manoah, who took a more
reasonable view of the circumstances than her
husband did. This led him to select Ruth as
the suhject for the evening.

Mr. Stringer spoke on Ruth’s entreaty not
to leave her mother-in-law, Naomi. He said
he quite agreed with the chairman ; healways
held the ladies in the bighest esteem—that is,
when they were right, but when they were
wrong, it was quite another thicg. Being
the first speaker, he rehearsed tbe leading
features in the history of Ruth, and noticed
three things: (1) her firm attachment to
Naomi, to her people, and to her God; (2)
her fixed principles; (3) her faithful com-
panionship.

Brother W, H. Lee next spoke on Ruth’
resolve. Heasked, Where was it that Naomi
was going to 7 It was from whence she came.
Boaz congratulated her for so doing, for
returning to the God of Israel. Ruth had
not been there; she had heard thereof, and,
like the Queen of Sbheba, she found that the
half had not heen told her. So those who feel
their need of salvation, when they experience
the lovingkindness of God in Christ, are
amazed at the fulness and preciousness
thereof. Her taste was changed, and in this
she was hy no means singular. Are not our
tastes changed ? We love the brethren ; the
same attachment continued with Abrabam to
Lot, though a separation took place. He
should like to see Christians more attacbed ;
we should then be stronger than we are.
We have necessarily to do with the world, but
perhaps we have more to do with it than we
need. In spite of all, however, the union is
perfect with those who follow Christ, and are
in union with Him.

Having sung a few verses, Brother Corn-
well spoke on Ruth’s lodging-place. He
remarked that the chairman, when speaking
of the ladies, should bave begun at the
heginning, and noticed Eve. He referred
also to the wives of Joh and David. He
thought we should not gain much if the
Jadies and men were 1o change places.
Referring to his subject, he said many people
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would not like to lodge with God’s people ;
she preferred elsewhere. In providence, all
things happened to bring Ruth to the land of
Judah—being a type of the bringing in of
the Gentiles in the Gospel dispensation. It
was a good thing sometimes when Christians
were starved out, it made them hungry.
There was no food in Monb, hut there was in
Canaan. Naomi had gone from Canaan to
Moab to escape being starved ; but she was
ultimately glad to return. So isit with those
who forsake the nttending on the means of
grace with a view to profit, and wander
hither and thither. They are glad to return
to the truth—that is, if they have grace in
the soul. The flesh lusteth against the spirit,
and the spirit against the flesh, and this war-
farc continues to the end, it does not cease.

Brother Winters followed, hissubject being
Ruth’s people and God. He said, His people
are a peculiar, a strange people, their con-
versation is in heaven, no wonder the world
cannot understand them. The world have
not God in all their thoughts, but this peculiar
people think upon His name. Ruth’s coming
brought about the circumstance that she
should be the ancestor of the Saviour ; thus
our Lord sprang from a Moabitess. The book
of Ruth filled up a vacuum in the genealogy
of our Saviour. He then remarked that
God’s unchangeability is the comfort and
support of His people. He was glad to be
with men wbo had not changed, who were
not afraid to speak the truth which God has
revealed. He could not see what good could
cowe of a lie. The greatest attraction to a
new-born soul was tbe true knowledge of
God.

A hymn was then sung, when Brother
Holden was called upon to speak from Ruth’s
covenant. He noticed that there was a strong
affection between Naomi and Ruth. It was
more than natural love-—it was spiritual.
Death cannot, and does not, separate this
union. It was an expression of desire not to
be separated from God .or His people. All
comes from desire ; the Lord bas desired it, so
will His people. This desire ripens into fixed
purpose and determination. It was velun-
tarily made: they sball be willing in the day
of His power. Ruth had the spirit of the
new covenant in her heart; she had no need
of outside persuasion, she was made willing,
It was a solemn oath; though not expressed
in words, it amounted to tbis, ““If I forsake
thee, may tbe Lord forsake me.” And God
also has bound Himself by oath to keep His
covenant, as He said by the prophet Isaiah,
* So have I sworn that My kindness shall not
depart from thee, neither shall the covenant
of My peace be removed.”

Brother Copeland said he had to speak on
Ruth’s steadfastness. What was the source
of this steadfastness? Was it not the cove-
nant? Men’s covenants are often broken—
but God’s covenant will never be broken ; it
is immoveable and sure. Many waters can-
not quench love ; and He has said that He
will not quench the smoking flax. God’s
work defles all the malice and power of men
and devils. Naomi may have lost much of
her youthful beauty, for she was now aged,
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but Ruth’s love was not fixed on outward
thiogs, Bo with the people of God. We
may he full of corrupticn, there may be much
that is unlovely, hut there is still the likeness
of the Saviour, the manifestation of grace
within.

The collections amounted to upwards of
£10. A vote of thanks to the chairman, who
said, in reply, if the friends were satisfied, he
was fully so. Thus terminated a meeting
described by one of thespeakers as interesting
and instructive, solemn, and yet cheerful.

SIBLE HEDINGHAM.—S8pecial services
in celebration of the pastor’s first anniversary
were held in Old Baptist Chapel, Sunday and
Monday, April 9 and 10. Mr. Walter Brown
preached three times on Sunday. Monday
afternoon, brethren Chatters, of Castle
Hedingham, and Raynor, of Mount Bures,
read and expounded the Word, and engaged
in prayer. Mr. Walter Brown preached
from the words, ** We love Him.” We sang
joyfully, and conversed freely over an
excellent tea the ladies had exercised pains
and patience in providing. At the public
meeting, presided over by W. E. Thorrington
(pastor), Brother J. Pettit led us in prayer.
The pastor expressed his high senee of grati-
tude for the continuous manifestation of the
divine blessing. There had not come to his
knowledge any proof ot his having been
instrumental in the salvation of souls; not-
withstanding he felt this to be the hurning
passion of his heart in preaching the ever-
blessed Gospel of an ever-blessed Jehovah.
He had continued to have many proofs that
the Lord had enabled him to feed the flock
which he himself had gathered into his fold ;
and there had heen a great change in the
aspect of the surroundings since his first
appearance among them; there was fellow-
ship, unity, and true concord enjoyed. Mr.
W. Hudson, of Harverhill, specially referred
to the exhortation of the apostle, “ Wherefore,
holy brethren, consider the Apostle and great
High Priest of our profession.” This was the
first time we ever met with him; we wish
him God-speed. Brother Raymnor, of Mount
Bures, spoke good Gospel truths concerning
God’s ** Shiloh,” the following words forming
the hasis of his remarks, ¢ Unto Him shall the
gathering of the peopﬁe be.” Brother W.
Brown, in his stirring address, congratulated
the pastor upon what he considered a decided
success—a success he did not think could ever
he effected in the place fifteen months ago.
He proftered some sound and scriptural
advice to both pastor and people. A vote of
thanks was passed to the chairman and
speakers, after which a hymn was sung, and
tgus closed a series of services hoth profitable
and pleasant. *¢ Wisdor’s ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.”

EARL’S BARTON. — We had Mr.
Morling preaching to us on April 9. We
heard him with great acceptance. Churches
of truth would do well to give Mr. Morling
a hearing. [We believe he still resides at
8t. Neot's.]
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BRIGHTON.—The cause at Providence
chapel, West Brighton, under the blessing
of God, is well established in love, peace, and
unity.” Our respected brother, Mr. J. H.
Dearsly, is supplying the pulpit with much
acceptance. Services commemorative of the
foundation of the cause were held on Sunday
and Tuesday, March 26 and 23. Mr. Dearsly
preached on Lord’s-day to a cheering congre-
gation. On Tuesday afternoon W. Winters
preached- After tea a public meeticg; W.
L. Payne, Esq., presided. The manner in
which he fulfilled his office throughout
brought upon bim the well-merited thanks
f the meeting. Prayer by Mr. Horton, of
Uckfield (a sound preacher of the ancient
faith of God’s elect). Mr. Ebenezer Tur-
quand, the indefatigable deacon and founder
of the cause, read the yearly report, which
was concise and well constructed, showing a
small balance on the right side of the
aceounts. Mr. Samuel Gray spoke with
great faithfulness on the ¢ Suretyship of
Christ.” The aged Mr. Read made solid
remarks on Christ as a Shepherd ; followed
by our cheerful and intelligent brother, Mr.
Boxell, who launched out into the grand
theme, the sacrificial work of Christ. W.
Winters spoke of the deity of Christ, and Mr.
Dearsly of Christ asa Saviour. Encouraging
words from the chairman, with the Benedic-
tion, brought the happy meeting to a close.
Our brethren Virgo, Greenyer, and others,
cheered us with their presence and help.—
W. WiNTERS, Waltham Abbey.
ORDINATION OF MR. WILLIAM

WEBB, AT LEICESTER.

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, NEWARK-ST.

Important discourses by the Pastor
Elect, Mr. H. Norman, Mr. Bull (of
Wellingborough), Mr. Hazlerigg, Mr.
George Webb, Mr. Hedges, Mr. Willis
(of Croydon), Mr. Perrott, and others.
Ordination services in conmection with

the settlement of Mr. W. Webb as pastor

of the above place of worship were held on

Monday, April 10. The gatherings were

large, and many ministers of the Gospel

camme from a distance to take part in the
proceedings.

In the afternoon a sermon was preached
by Mr. Willis, of Croydon, who took for his
text Isaiah Ixvi. 13. Tea was provided ;
very large number satdown. At the public
meeting the chapel was crowded; service
was enjoyable and enthusiastic.

Mr. Deakin, of Fleckney, having engaged
in prayer, 8 hymn was sung, and Mr. Webb,
the pastor elect, remarked tbat as he was
not a young man in the ministry, he had
been preaching amongst them for the last
ten months, it was scarcely necessary for him
to enter into auy explanation of either bis
doctrinal or experimental views. God had
made bim a Baptist, a Strict Baptist, a
Particular Baptist, and what he was he was
from necessity. He entered into the par-
ticulars, which led to his resigning the
pastorate of the Church at Bow, and coming
to Leicester, and remarked that it was with



156

intensely grateful feelings he could say he
had met with nothing but uniform kindness
from those with whom he had come in
contzet.

Mr. H. Norman, one of the deacons, in
the name of the Church, welcomed those
ministers and friends who bhad favoured
them with their presence and aid in
celebrating their union with their pastor,
and trusted the good effects might he felt in
years to come.

Mr. Bull, of Wellingboro, was next called
upon. He was highly pleased to be able to
be present at such & gathering, and trusted
that God would own and bless Mr. Webb's
labours amongst tbem. He had testified to
them his feelings, and they had accepted that
testimony. Mr. Webb was seen to be a man
of experience, but he felt his weakness, and,
sensible of that, he knew where to go for
assistance. God had seen fit to visit him
with a very painful affliction in his family,
but God knew what was best, and it might
be thar the good effects of it would be mani-
fested in the ministration of the word ot life
to the people. He trusted that he would
receive consolation, and surely then that
great truth should be his, * Thy shoes shall
be iron and brass, and as thy day so shall
thy strength be.” The Gospel of the grace
of God had been laid upon him, and if he
continued to preach the full Gospel he would
doubtless realise the benefits of that Gospel.
The speaker concluded by saying, ‘ Long
may you live and labour here, and may God
own and honour you. Long may you realise
the goodness of God, and speak the truth in
love, but not to flinch one ivta from the
whole truth of God. There can be no unity
with falsehood, heresy, and doctrines at
variance with the Gospel; and may God
bless vou with long life and blessing in the
Gospel.”’

Mr. Hazlerigg, pastor of Zion chapel,
Leicester, remarked that he hoped his
presence there would be taken as a practical
evidence of his heartfelt sympathy with the
sentiments which had been so well expressed
by previous speakers, and as a testimony of
his love to Mr. Webb as a minister of Christ
and to the Church over which he was now
placed as a Church of Christ. He would
exhort them as a Church and people to
encourage their minister, and to uphold his
hands, which he suggested might be done in
at least four ways. The first was by prayer
for him. A celebrated general had been
heard to remark that he flew to his victories
by the arms of his soldiers; so might their
minister fly to his spiritual victories by the
wings of their prayers. Another way, and
he would especially enforce this, was a
diligent attendance upon the means of grace.
When their own doors were open let them be
in their place, that he might be encouraged
by their presence. A third way, and that
was a very solemn one, was by their practice.
1t must be by the Spirit of God that a godly
walk could be maintained; but nothing
would encourage a pastor more than a
member showing his love to God by an ex-
emplary walk and conversation ; and on the
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otler hand, nothing caused a minister to
bang his head iore than a disorderly
member. There was one more way, although
be felt he was treading on tender ground,
and that was for them to encourage their
minister by shuwing their sympathy in his
temporal matters. Let them look after him
well, find out what he wanted, and show him
they loved him. He was bound, as a minister
of God, to look after their spiritual interests,
then let them heartily respond by seeking
his temporal good.

Mr. G. Webb, of Maidstone, brother to.
the newly chosen pastor, said they might
Jjudge that it was with very peculiar feelings.
that he stood up to speak that night. He
remarked that his beloved brother had been:
well educated, for he had been to college—
Christ’s College; and he urged the Church
to take care of him and use him well, because-
he was his brother, which was one of the
strongest arguments he could use. He
trusted they would see in years to come that
God had sent him there, and that as a Church
and people they might realise the promise,
“I will give you pastors after My own
heart.”” Then turning to his brother, he:
remarked, ¢ Take care of the flock over
which the Holy Ghost has made you overseer.
Your business will he to look after the
Church, to bring the food and put it on the
table. Don’t forget the little ones, and the
sickly ones. Crowd as much of Jesus Christ
into your sermons as you possibly can, and
may the word run among the people and be
glorified. May God bless you in your work
by bringing many to- declare what God has
done for their souls, and God shall have all
the glorv.” He then gave out two verses of
hymn 373, which were sung.

Mr. Hedges, minister of St. Peter’s-
lane chapel, Leicester, next addressed a few
encouraging words to the meeting, and was
followed by

Mr. Willis, of Croydou, who remarked
that while the hearers might be taking their
rest in sleep, a minister was frequently
praying to the Lord for them, that he might
be made a blessing to them. He believed
Mr. Webb had his heart in his work, and
hoped good results would follow.

Mr. Perrott, of Evington, said, while
previous speakers had been addressing them,
two or three questions had presented them-
selves to his mind, as to what best secured
the good of the cause, the good of the
minister, and the glory of God. He sub-
mitted first that it was the power of Geod.
1f God’s cause was to prosper, if the ministry
was to prosper, if the hungry soul was to
be fed, and the thirsty soul was to drink, if
dead souls were to be quickened, it must
be by the power of God. The power of God
was not delegated to man, but was infased
into the soul of those who were placed over
His people. If the power of God was to be
measured by the strength of man it would
be simply futile; hut no matter how poor
the instrument God’s Word had never
failed to accomplish His purpose, A persen
would eccasionally refrain from going to
chapel when feeling unwell, thinking they
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could not enjoy the service in consequence ;
but they must remember it was not their
condition either mentally or physically upon
which the blessing of God depended. It
was the duty of the minister to study and
meditate, but he might be so engaged from
Monday morning till Saturday night, and
yet it would be by the power of God that
the blessing must follow. A second cause
of success would be the word of truth.
When truth entered the soul of man it
chased away darkness. Then if a Church
was to be made prosperous and a minister’s
labours successful, it must be by the word
of truth. A third cause he might name was
by the armour of righteousness on the right
band and on the left, which had been said
by some to be a good and clear conscience.
He concluded by urging the people to
devote themselves to their minister, and his
prayer was that God’s blessing might rest
upon them.

Mr. Pearce, of Irthlingboro’, also briefly
addressed the assembly, after which a hymn
was sung and prayer offered, which hrought
the meeting to a termination,

The results of the meeting were highly
satisfactory, and it was remarked that such
a meeting among the Strict Baptists had
never before been known in Leicester.

STEPNEY.—CAVE ADULLAM, — This
old and well-known chapel hag at last, after
a long and painful struggle, passed away out
of the hands of the denomination. It has
been purchased by Mr. F. N. Charrington, of
the Tower Hamlets Mission, who will use it
as & mission chapel. Before parting with it,
the pastor, Mr. Reynolds, offcred it through
your columns to the denomination, but met
with no response. It was subsequently
offered to the Church meeting in Coverdale~
schools, but they considered it too small, and
declined it. It was also offered to Mr. Arch.
G. Brown, and Mr. C. H. Spurgeon, but
neither felt inclined to take it, Mr. Spurgeon
suggesting that Mr. Charrington should take
it up. Mr, Reynolds loses over £200, which
he has advanced on the property, and, in
addition to this, has to weet two claims for
£100 each. He has appealed for help, but
in vain ; and, as his receipts did not cover his
expenditure, and the people being too poor to
do much, he was reluctantly compelled at last
to dispose of the chapel.

HOLLOWAY. — Oun Easter - Monday
Brother Bolton and triends held anniversary
services in Wedmore-street. It was our
happiness to preach iu the afternoon: de-
lighted we were to see the house of Gad
cramimed to excess. In the evening Mr., H.
Boulton presided ; F, Green offered praver.
Mr. Boulton told out from the tulness of his
heart the Lord’s goodness in fitting him for
his work in that place, and blessing his
labours. Speeches of Gospel truth were made
by brethren Winters, Waite, Woodrow,
Garrod, Hems, Rayment,and F. Green. The
friends are much in need of help to enable
them to erect a more suitable building in
which to worship the God they deeply love.
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EARL'S BARTON.—Two happy even-
ings have been much enjoyed at Rehoboth
Baptist chapel. On March 21 we called a
special Church meeting for four candidates
to come and tell what the grace of our God
had done for their souls. The presence of
the Master was made known. In some
measure we realised the truth of those words,
“The Lord doth build up Jerusalem; He
gathereth together the outcasts of Israel,”
&c. With a kindred feeling we could sing,—

“ 'Welcome hither, friends heloved,
Ye to whom our Lord is dear;
They who are by Him approved
Lver shall be welcome here @

'T'is our privilege to Kuow

Those who serve onr Lord below.”
The following evening the ordinance of
believer's baptism was administered by Mr.
Whiting, of 3t. Neot’s, who preaches to us
from time to time. Three other friends have
been added to us this year, who have been
membhers of other Churches. On the following'
Sunday thev were received into Church
fellowship ; Brother Whiting preaching two
able discourses from Paul's words to the
Ephesians, ** Now, therefure, ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the household of
God : ”” and in theevening, ** They continued
stedfastly in the apostle’s doctrine, in fellow-
ship, and in breaking of hread, and in
prayers.”” May there yet be many of the
chosen of God brought out of nature’s dark-
ness to honour our God. The earnest prayer
of the Church is that the servants of God
who labour amongst us may be zbundantly
blessed and encouraged in their work. Praise
ye the Lord.

OTLEY, SUFFOLK - Interesting ser-
vices were held on Wednesday, March 29,
to commemorate the goodness of God in rela-
tion to the Church, and the twenty-first
anniversary of the present pastorate. Ia the
afternvon, T. Field, pastor of the Church at
Charsfield, conducted the devotional part of
the service ; then an appropriate and instrue-
tive sermon was preached by J. Wilkins, of
Wattisham, from “ Having obtained help of
God, I continue untothisday.” The service
was much eonjoved. Afrer a well-provided
tea, the chapel was filled. At public ineeting,
over which Mr. Houghton presided, and the
pastor (Mr. Woodgate) gave a concise
account of the rise aud progress of the cause
at Otley, alluding very feelingly to some of
the prowminent incidents and changes which
bave taken place during the twenty-one
years of his pastorate. Addresses were then
delivered by 8. K. Blaud, ¢ The Christian
Church :” J. Wilkins, ¢ The Christian
Ministry ; *> W. Gill, ** The Christian Mem-
hership,” &ec. The eveniug service was
enlivened by appropriate hymns, anthems.
&c. Hearty thanks were given by the pas-
tor to the friends who had kindly given trays
for the ten; to Mr. Wilkins for his sermon ;
to all the ministers and friends tor their kind
help. Prayer closed & happy day at Otley,
““One of the days of the Son of Man."”
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ORDINATION SERVICE AT SYDEN-
HAM, OXON.

Monday, April 10, 1882, services were held
in the new chapel fur the =ettlement of our
esteerned brother E B. Llovd. The minis-
terial benches were well filled. and we trust
our hearts were thankful to the Lord for His
goodness towards us. The atternoon meeting
opened at 2 o’clock, by C. W. Banks giving
out a suitnhle hymn. Mr, Burgess read
and engaged in prayer, and after a hymn,
spoke on ** The Nature of a Gospel Church.”
He shewed:

1. Its Foundation. The eternal and
immutabic purpose of God, taken in three
aspects. (@) Everlasting love and infinite
wisdom ; (D) redemption by Gop the Son ;
(¢) regencrating and carrying on the work
by the Holv Spirit. :

2. Its Formarion. The material stones;
hewn stones from nature's quarry ; living
stones, having a principle of divine life;
lively stones, in the things of God; precious
stones; durable stones. These stones in the
Church, bring cemented to God, as a monu-
ment of praise; as a witness of the merey
of a Triune JEHOVAH, God the Fatler,
God the Son. and God the Holy Spirit. They
become members of Christ's body, membhers
of one another. They bave unison of senti-
ment, and of practice.

3. Organisation. Ministers and officers.

4. Location. Where, by mutual consent,
they meet together to maintain Gospel ordi-
nances.

After a few words of counsel, Mr. Burgess
said he hoped the Church at Sydenham
would be preserved from error, from excite-
ment, from boasting, from fiinting ; trusting
they would he presented with the one Chureh
in glory, united to Christ for ever and ever.

Mr. G. Banks, of Willenhall, read a hymn;
Mr. B. Rocers gave an account of God’s
leadings and dealings with the Church at
Sydenhiam. The usual ordination questions
were then put hy C. W. Banks to E. B.
Llovd: His call hy grace; his call to the
ministry ; his belief.

Mr. Lloyd then responded, giving an
account of the Lord’s dealing with his soul ;
of the exercises of mind in his call to the
ministrv. In clear, decisive words he gave
his beliet in the Trinity, in the finished,
complete work of salvation, God the Father
loving and choosing, God the Son redeeming,
God the Holy Spirit quickening ; so that no
one chosen of God, redeemed by Christ,
quickened by the S8pirit, can ever perish;
they shall enjoy an eternity of felicity in
mansions prepared ahove. This testimonv
having bren given, C W. Banks asked all
members in favour of Mr. Lloyd to stand up;
then he earnestly asked for any who ohjected
to do likewise, and to speak now, or for ever
hold their peace. No one rising, it was de-
clared unanimous. C. W. Banks then united
the pastor and the Church. May the union
prove one of love, of concerd. of prosperity,
and may God’s truth at Sydenham go
forth as briglitness, His people be edified,
souls won to Christ. and His name perpetuated
and honoured.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

The necessilies of the body were then
attended to by partaking of a good ten, pre-
pared by the ladies in a very cheerful and
able manner,

After a short adjournment the evening
service commenced. David Smith, of Bilston,
opened by giving out a hymn in Steven’s,
Mr. Herwring delivered the charge to the
pastor, from Acts xx., *‘ Talke heed,” ete. He
solemuly and fervently exhorted Mr. Lloyd
to take heed to exmmple; to toke heed to
spiritual occupation ; to be much in prayer;
to take heed in reading, keeping close to
God's Word; to take heed to his body;
to the flock ; feeding the sheep ; to care for
and to look after, succour and feed the lambs.
As an overseer, not as lord. over God’s
people. Mr. Herring closed with words of
encouragernent. The charge being weighty,
scriptursl, and edifying.

We then again united in a hearty hymn of
praise. . Mr.G. Banks offered the ordinution
prayer; earnestly pleading for the divine
blessing on the union we had witnessed that
day. C. W. Banks than delivered a dis~
course to the Church.

These pleasant, profitable, encouragiog
meetings concluded by singing,

' All hail the power of Jesus' name."”

The chapel was literally crowded almost
to suffocation, but the immwmense company
listened with patient attention.

D. Sm1ITH,

Bilston, April 13, 1882.

COGGESHALL, E3SEX.—At our Good
Friday special services in Baptist Chapel, C.
W. Banks preached in the afternoon and
evening. It was a season of refreshing
jrom the presence of the Lord, The
preacher is now in hisseventy-seventh year;
yet, it is evident that he retains all his
well-known energy and faithfulness in pro-
claiming the ever blessed Gospel of the grace
of God. Excellent tea was provided and par-
taken of by a good number of friends. What
we want in Essex, and particularly in
Coggeshall, is a gracious revival and adhesion
to the truth as it is in Jesus, Many, alas!
who call themselves Baptists, have for many
years worshipped where free-will doctrines
are proclaimed. Let our prayer be ¢ Wilt
Thou not revive us again that Thy people
may rejoicein Thee?”—~E. P, BROWN.

HADLEIGH.—April 9, anniversary ser-
mons were preachied by Mr. B, J. Northfield,
the pastor; in the morning a very encourag-
ing discourse from the Saviour's words,
¢ Pather, forgive them, for they know not
what they do,” listened to hy a chapel full
of people. In the afternoon interesting
address to the school children hy our pastor,
from the Saviour’s words, “ Learn of Me.”
The teachers, pareuts, and congregation had
wise words. The children sang correctly and
skilfully. Pastor and people are constrained
tosay, “ What hath God wrought!’” May
He still go on to bless the labours of His
servant to the peace and prosperity of His
cause, is the sincere desire of a lover of Zion.
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CLAPTON.—S8unday-school anniversary
services, connected with Chatsworth-road
chapel, on March 19 and 21. On Tuesday,

21, & large gathering of friends took
ten. At the public meeting, Mr. E.
Langford read Psa. exlviii, Mr. H. F.

Mr. Langford made

Noyes offered prayer.
The school numbers

appropriate speech.

\

|
|

LEE,—The seventh anuiversary of the
opening of the Bromley~road Tabernacle was
held on Monday, April 10. Sermon was
preached to a congregatian which filled the
chapel. Tea was partaken by ahout 300 at
5 o’clock in the afternoon. Public meeting
began at 6.30. Chair occupied by J. B,
Boxall, of Brighton., After some earnest

about 200 scholars, and has a good staft of | remarks of the chairman, the following

teachers and other officers. Mr. De la
Batouche, the hon. sec., read the report,
which was concise and well got up. Mr.
J. 8. Anderson made an excellenf speech on
the children brought to Jesus; Mr. Dexter
on the sympathy of preachers with teachers;
W. Winters testified of the varied capacities
of children for learning; Mr. Copeland on
love in the Sunday-school; and Mr. C.
Masterson on consecration of heart in the
work., The service of song, mainly hy the
children, was excellently well rendered.
Collections on Sunday and Tuesday amounted
to £10 13s. 5d. To the Lord be the glory.—
W. WINTERS.

CHALKSHIRE. — On_ Good Friday,
Brother E. B. Lloyd, of High Wycombe,
came and gave a two-fold testimony of his
faith in the good news of God’s merey in
sending His only and well-heloved Son down
into this wilderness to redeem the pre-
ordained Church from death and eternal woe.
Anybody can see that hrother Lloyd is
experimentally sincere, and intensely earnest.
We wish him God-speed in his pastoral
labours at Sydenham. Our Chalkshire
Church, under the ministry of our brother
George Lane, still lives. We expect C. W.
Banks to preach vur anniversary sermons
the last Sunday ia July.—A SEEKER.

DORSET-SQUARE. — Three excellent
sermons were preached at Mount Zion, Hill-
street, on Good Friday, bv Messrs. John
Hazelton, G. W. Stepberd, and J. 8. Ander-
son. We were privileged to be present with
our friends part of the day, and were
reminded of days past, when the chapel
was overflowing with anxious souls to hear
Mr. James Wells, which often proved a treat
to the old Suffolk friends, who loved the dear
old pastor, Mr. John Forman ; also his friend,
Mr. George Murrell of 8t. Neot's, who
generally preached in the evening. Mount
Zion still flourishes. The Lord be praised.—
W. WINTERS.

DUNSTABLE.— Oup BAPTIST. — The
anniversary of the Sabbath-school was held
Sunday, March 26, when excellent sermons
were preaclied, and an addressdelivered in the
afternoon by Mr. W, Kempster, who has now
for three successive years preached the anni-
versary sermons to crowded congregations,
with increasing collections. We are pleased
to state that this school is in a more pros-
perous and incremsing condition than for
many years past; which encourages us to
believe that the Lord is with us. May He yet
grant the desire of His servants, and give
them to sec that their Inbour of love is not in
vain.

!

spzakers addressed the meeting. The pastors,
Messrs. Levinsohn, P. Reyvnolds, Shaw,
Squirrell, Dalton, Camp, Dexter, and Bloom-
field. The chapel was full, with anenthu-
siastic and loving audience. It was most
encouraging to learn that during the last
twelve months, under Mr. Levinsohn’s
ministry, over twenty joined the Church.
The pastor spoke in eulogising terms of his
two brethren, who hold office as deacons,
with whose help and earnestness for the
glory of God no work is too hard. The Church
is doing splendidly, the Master i3 plorified,
and souls hlessed.

GRAYS.—Special services at Ehenezer
Easter Monday. In afternoon, John Hunt
Lynn read and expounded John xiv; then
preached in an excellent and almost exhaus-
tive manner from the words, * Because I
live, ye shall live also.”” Weenjoyed a warm
tea; then Mr. Wakelin, of Keppel-street.
presided ; he expressed himself lueidly on
Sunday-schools; Mr. Mole prayed; J. E.
Elsev took the words, ‘* I will be with thee ;”
Mr. Belcher on ** Peace he unto you;” Mr.
Archer was practical on Sunday-schools ;
Mr. Beddow gave us a thought ortwoon,
‘“ How shall we that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?” Congregation’ cheering;
collections good.—W. B.

LOCKWOOD.—We are now as sheep
without a shepherd. We have been cheered,
in the midst of tLe gloom, by two believers
coming forward, and being baptized in the
name of the Lord. We had a meeting on
Good-Friday, and we prayed for a con-
tinuance of the Lord’s blessing, and that the
Gospel might still be preached in our Rebo-
both. Those faithful ministers, the brethren
Butterworth, Beacher, Stansfield, Thoraton,
and others, we hope, will still be sent toeon-
firm in our souls’ experience, the fact, that
the Lord liveth, and that we shall live with
Him. Ameun.

CHATTERIS.—Itis very pleasing to note
that Zion chapel, under the pastorate of our
brother A. B. Hall, eontinues to prosper.
We were heartily gratified on our short visit
in the mooth of March, to hear that the
“pastor still lives in the affections of the
people.” The Sunday school is in a healthy
condition, and is governed by an excellent
staff of teachers, with a godly and devote.d
superintendent and an able secretary at their
head. We have engaged to pay our second
visit on the last Lord’s-day in June. in
exchange with brother Hall. May God
bless the occasiou, prays—W. WINTERS.
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ROCHESTER AND AROUND.

We surveyed the Cathedral of the close-
packed city, but not the least breath of a
Baptist could we catch anvwhere. Some
friend said, “ No! no Baptists here, but you
may find & few at Halling, over in the
Cement Works. A noble fellow of Christ's
Collage, named Ravner, was the minister of
Haelling chapel, but 1 think the editor of
Truthful Tracts, one ‘ Young Patterson,’
is now a probationer there. By-the-hye, this
February 28 is ared-letter dav at Halling ;
two quite different, but very energetic expo-
sitors are announced to be there.” We had
refresiment and walked over to the cement
boilers, A tall bishoplike gentleman was
reading that Seripture, “The Lord hath
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”” We
asked 2cho the man of pathos could be. “ That
is Mr. George Holland, of Boro’-green, sir!
He has a grave text to open up, and he will
go through his work with becoming gravity,
and with a fulness of idea. There you see,
‘ the particle of Deity in man slumbereth
not, neither can he wearied. Thought doth
strengthen thinking, and imagery speeds
imagination.”” Ah! “ Mind is a kingdom
to the man who gathereth his pleasure from
ideas.” In the evening of the day, a full-
grown rose-tree, as full of blossoms as it
could hold, was the pleasing enunciator.
Nature had heautifully ornamented this
bishop for his work. He looked at us, and
said something about Christ being appointed
to comfort thern that wourn in Zion, to
change their garments, and take away all
their sackcloth. We were all elated. The
preacher’s smiling tace, his flow of eloquence,
and his evidently bappy soul, made us all
elastic-like for the time being. We heard
them call him Mr. Geo. Webb, of Maidstone.
God bless the little Halling-hill.

KING'S CROSS. —ERENEZER. Good-
Friday afternoon Mr. H. Hall of Clapbam,
gave Clrist-exalting discourse from ‘‘ Yet
it pleased the Lord to bruise Him, He hath
putHim to grief.”” After tea Mr. Smith
presided, He conducted the meeting in a
thoroughly Christian and commendable
manner. W. Beddow prayed ; Mr. Belcher
spoke of the seven-fuld aspect of the world,
as set forth in John xvii.; W. Beddow on
“Thiz He said, signifying what death He
should die.” Mr. Hall dilated on the expres-
sion, *‘Knowing, brethren, beloved, your
election of God.” Mr. Boulton came warm
on ““ Because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba Father.” J. Garrod encouraged
us in couclusion,  Walter James led the
singing heartily ; the chapel was almost full.

q

ASKETT.—Mr. George Banks, of Willen-
hall, proclaimed the true Gospel of the grace
of God lLere on Easter-Sunday, and our
people were much favoured. We are hoping
to Lear bLim again. To see so many gond
young men rising up in the truth, in all
perts of our land, is unto usa pledge of
assurance that God bas not forsaken us.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

FOOTS8 CRAY.—Unknown to the
pastor, R. E. Sears, a farewell meeting was
arranged for Fridny evening, March 24, A
large numbher of friends nssembled ; and
after tea a public meeting was held, presided
over by Mr, Isaae Levinsohn, of Lee. The
brethren Smith, of Sideup; Dalton, of
Sutton-at-Hone ; Squirrell, of Woolwich ;
and Iazelton, of Lewisham, gave warwm-
hearted addresses of sympathy. During the
evening a purse of thirty guineas was pre-
sented to the pastor and his wife; also to
each of their children a book. An address
was also handexl to the pastor, to which was
attached upwards of 100 names. On Lord’s-
day evening, March 26, Mr. Sears preached
his farewell sermon to an overflowing con-
gregation. The reasons which Lad led to
his resignation were fully explained, so that
all could see it was only upon a matter of
principle. During his pastorate of four
years and nine months, 88 had been received
into the Church, 56 of whom he had
baptized. The texts selected for the farewell
discourse were, “ Wherofore I take you to
reeord this day, that I am pure from the
hlood of all men. For I have not shunned
to declare unto you all the counsel of God.’
*‘ Finally, brethren, farewell.”” [Surely a
pastorate so successful should have been
continued.—ED.]

HAYES TABERNACLE. — The 13th
anniversary of the opening of this com-
fortable and well-appointed house of prayer
was celebrated Wednesday, April 19, 1882.
Mr. Jobn Hazelton, the long-known and
beloved minister of Mount Zion, Clerken-
well, delivered a clear and excellent exposi-
tion of that precious Seripture in Heb, xiii. 5.
‘¢ For He hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.” The Newly Revised
Version reads: “ I will in no wise fail thee ;
neither will I, in any wise, forsake thee.”
We love our * Authorised Version” so
dearly, that we cannot cordially receive the
cooler, quieter, plained-down revision. We
listened most intently to Mr. Hazelton’s
comprehensive, and thoroughly soul-refresh-
ing, text-analysing discourse. We said in-
side and to ourselves, ‘‘ The watchman of
Israel was with his God.” There is a sacred
and sincere spirit runniug through the whole
service. Mr. Hazeltonis *“at home’’ in
reading the Word of God, there is no split-
ting it up by unwise, so-called ¢ com-
ments;” he is alsa quite at home in his
approach to the mercy-seat; he stands, as
it were, face to face with his Lord, amd
speaks unto his God, as easily and as freely
ns any man could speak to his dearest and
nearest friend, In hisdiscourse the preacher
was perfectly at home; and we helieve the
people at Hayes were mercifully at home with
the suhjeet, that great promise, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” We
have the sermon in our head; a few pre-
cious words fell into our heart. We
would like to give it to our readers, if it
were possible.  After tea, Mr. J. R. Wakelin
presided with a gentlemanly and Christian
reticence; and experimental exhortations
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were freely given hy the brethren James
Griffith, W, Hazelton, Preston Davies, E.
Beszley, and C. W. Banks- Mr. Ambrose
Griffith went to the throne of grace ; the
pastor, R. C. Bardens, gave the final address,
and the chairman asked of God a blessing on
the whole. Several carriages, containing
many London friends, then conveyed them
safely to the station. Praises unto Gnd we
give, and to the Mrs, and Mr, Wild, and all
their co-workers for giving us poor smoke-
dried Londoners such a beautiful breath of
fresh air, and for providing all things so
excellent.

HOXTON. — BETHEL CHAPEL, NEW-
TON-8TREET.—Good Friday, April 7, there
was a tea-meeting, at which a goodly number
of friends sat down. In the eveninga public
meeting was held, which was presided over
by our pastor, Mr. Osmond. The performers
who took part in the evening’s proceedings
consisted of the teachers and senior scholars
of our Sunday-school, wbo gave us the ser-
vice of song entitled ¢ Moses.” Considering
that it was the first time that any of our
friends had been so engaged, and the highly
creditable manner in which it was sung,
great praise and commendation is due to
them. The connective readings were given
by our brother Moxham, the superintendent
of the Sunday-school, who delivered them in
an effective and impressive manner. During
the evening a presentation of a very handsome
time-piece was made to our pastor by our
brother Moxham, on bebalf of the Church.
Our brother touchingly reminded him of the
good work which the Lord had enabled him
to perform during the period of his pastorate,
and begged bis acceptance of the testimonial
as a proof of the lave which they entertained
toward hir, and of the esteem in which he is
held for the truth’s sake. We have many
evidences to encourage us to believe that the
Lord is working in our midst. Our Sunday-
school is increasing steadily but surely; so
much so, that it is necessary to hold classes in
the chapel. Our pastor has much cause for
gratitude and thankfulness to our Triune
Jehovah for so many indications of future
prosperity. May the Lord continue to bless
his Jabours, by giving him many more seals
ta his ministry, and souls for his hire. This
cheerful and profitable meeting, which gave
delight and pleasure to all present, was
brought to a close by tbe singing of “ All
hail the power of Jesu's name.’—H. M.

PIMLICO.—The friends at Carmel chapel,
Westbourne-street, held their filty-second
anniversary on Good Friday. J. 8. Ander-
son preached in afternoon. In the evening
Mr. W. Winters, of Waltham Abbey,
preached. The congregation-was encourag-
Ing; all seemed refreshed. Mr. J. Parnell
is erving the cause here for a few Lord’s-
days. It is hoped that under his faithful
ministry Carmel will revive. The chapel
stands well, like Zion, ‘ beautiful for situa-
tion.” May God shine upon the preacher,
and cheer the hearts of the deacons, is the
prayer of a LOYER OF THE TRUTH.
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CLAPHAM.—Oa Tuesday, April 18th,
the twenty-third anniversary of the pastorate
was held in Ebenezer Baptist Chapel. Mr.
@G. Shepherd, of Dorset-square, preached in
the afteraoon an impressive sermon from
Pasalm li., after which a large number stayed
to tea. Intheevening a public meeting was
held, presided over by C. Wilson, E-q., one of
the deacons of Mr. Shepherd’s congregation,
who, after prayer had been offered by J.
Battson, congratulated both the pastor aud
the friends upon their long continued union
(23 years), expressed bis warmest wishes that
the Divine blessing migbt be continued
towards them, and congratelated them also
that the deacons and Church had offered to
give the proceeds of the pastoral anniversary
to the school fund, the first instanee of the
kind he had ever known, an act worthy of
all praise. He hoped the congregation present
would show their appreciation of the effort by
a very liberal collection. Mr. Stevens, the
superintendent, read an encouragiog report.
He mentioned that pastor was witb them as
often as he could be,and gave the children an
address once a month. The financial state-
ment showed a balance in hand which the
report asked should be augmented to about
£15. The report also assured anyone who
might be desirous to aid in the guod work
not to imagine the schoo! staff’ required no
help, for they did, and had rvom for any
workers, male, or female. Addresses of a
practical nature were delivered by Messrs.
W. J. Styles, Beazley ,John Bennett, James
Hand, W. Hazelton, and J. Battson. Tbe
pastor, Mr. Hall, in tbanking the cbairman
and his brethren for their presence, as well as
the friends assembled, expressed bis gratitude
for having been permitted to continue his
ministrations among themn so long, and
wished them every blessinz. The bappy
meeting was brought toa close by singing
the well-known hymn :—

“ Once more, before we part,
‘We will sing the Saviour's praise.”
The collection realised £10.

TOOTING-GROVE. — Easter Monday
was a memorable day with tbis canse. Mr.
W. Hazeiton preached to a full chapel from
Isaiah xxxiii. 17. After tea a contingent
from the Sunday-school sang several pieces.
In evening a delightful public meeting was
held, presided over by the pastor (Mr. H.
Weleh, and addressed by Messrs. S. Banks,
Kevan, Veals, Buttery, aud T. Marshall.
The collections were sufficient to discharge
tbe debt on the place, and the cause may now
be said to start afresh and without encum-
brance in the way to further usefulness, and,
let us bope, advancement.

WHITECHAPEL. —LITTLE ALIE-STRERT.—
Sixty-fifth anoual meeting of the Sick Visiting
Soclety sras March 29. At public meeting, Pas-
tor C. Masterson made suitablo introductory
remarks, and the secrctary read the report;
this showed that 75 persons had becn visited,
and the sum of £32 143, expended, Besg of all,
the Lord bad owned and blessed tbe work. In
connection with the spiritual success of the
work, reference was made by Mr, Dickerson to
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the ense of one poor woman, who died after the
vear's report had boen written,  She had been
visited many years ago from this socicty, and
was then ignovant of her state as a sinner; the
Lord subsequently blessed the testimony borue
by the visitors to the saving of her sonl, and,
although mnever a very confident believer, yet
she was cnabled to repeat, in her last moments:

« Il sing the honours of Hisname
With my last labouring breath ;
And dying, clasp Him inmy arms,
I'he antidote of death.”

Mr. Dickerson moved the adoption of the report
in a weighty speech, in the course of which he
showed that this was the fifty-first 1ime he had
been present at the annual ectings of the
xocicty. Ar. Clark scconded the motlon: his
theme, “Inasmuch as ve have donc it unto one
of the least of these, My brethren, ye have done
it unto Me." Mr. Styles dwelt on the sufferings
of Christ, and cxpatiated on the apostle's exhor-
tation, ** Lt us go forth, therefore, unto Him
without the camp ;" and was followed by Mr.
Griftith, who shewed that sick visiting societies
werc becoming more and more aceeptable, and
said such a systein was the true way of getting
at right cases, where there were two bad com-
panions, “ Pain and Poverty.” Mr, Sears then
addressed the friends. and the bencdietion
brought to a close & meeting which was marked
by much spiritual pleasure and cdification.—
J. T. B.

MT. J. B. NORTHFIELD AT CROWTIELD.

DEAR BROTHER BANKS—Onr Good Friday
meeting was & Good Friday indecd to many
souls. Tbe dear Lord did make the Word a
real blessing epoken by our young hrother
Northficld. I saw the oldest eaints sit feeding
under the Word preached by such a young man.
Oue brother said to me that he preached like a
man. Another said,* He made me feel as if T
never knew anything.” It was what we call in
Suffolk a first-rate day. Some said lie ought to
becatled ¢ Southfield.” Our pastor, Mr. Dearing,
was happy to hear the dcar preachier. It wasg
free-grace from first to last. The chapel was
crowded. The cause at Crowfield has been
creatly blessed wicth good preaching by our
bhrother Brand and our warm-hearted brother
Winters last year, of which some of our friends
often speak. Our pastor Dearing is much
favoured : his tongue is like the pen of a ready
writer. We are looking for baptisinal scrvices
this Summer.

CARLTON BODE.—The Gospel barn, on Good
Friday, was turned froun a Bochin of weeping at
Calvary into a Bethel of beanty and blessedness
through what we hope was the Spirit’s power
in the preaching of our young Dr. Gill, of Grun-
dishurgh. Let no man come into Suffolk or
Norfolk and tell us the pulpit has lost its power.
We will, some day (mercy helping), try to dis-
prove that writer, who says, “ I question if there
are FIFTY PREACHERS in the United Kingdom
to-day.” Wait a-bit, and we will tej]l you some-
thing.

LAXFIELD.—BAPTIST CHAPEL.—Thursday,
Mavel 20, 1882, we held onr annual members' tea
and social mecting, presided over Ly our newly-
clected pastor. After tea was dispensed with,
aur pastor gave out ‘that well-known hymn:
« Kindred in Christ for His dear sake,” and our
beloved brother Scaman sought the mercy-seat.
Cheering speeches were delivered by cach of our
four deacons, and several of the memhers—each
expressing the pleasure they felt, and gratitude
to God that this year they met under the presi-
deney of an under-sbepherd, believing him to be
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sent of the Lord in answer to our prayers,
Onr pastor made some approprlate remarks
from Isa. xxxiil. 22, and closed the wecting with
a few words on the exhortation of Paul to the
Church at Ephesus—taking the word * stand '
(lEph. vi. 13), as our motto for the ensuing year.
We felt our hearts cheered and encouraged in
the ways of the lord. sud scparated iu *the
unity of the Spirit, in the bonds of peaco ;" many
expressing it to be one of the happicst meel,iug's
ever held. The Lord grant it may be our happi-
ness to have wany wmore snch, till we join the
Chureh triumphant, when wo shall know no
parting. Scveral, during the ycar, have been
called home; the last was our beloved brother,
James Klnough, whose mortal remains our pas-
tor consigned to its mother earth on Mareh 1,
and preached the same day from the words
chosen by deceased, Isaiah xIviii. 10, He was,
indced, “a brotlier boloved.” While the Lord is
taking home some, He is graciously sending
others to {ill the vacant secats. During our pas-
tor's short term with us, nine have been added
by baptism, and several from other Ohurches.
On March 12, with three others, it was hid privi-
lego to lcad his beloved wife through the liquid
grove, It was a day long to be remembered ;
the ehapel was crowded in every part. Several
others are walting to follow thelr J,ord, and put
on Christ. Oar Sabbath-school never looked
more encouragiug. Qur beloved brother and
sister Scace have entered into the work with
loving encrgy and zeal, and we sincerely pray the
Lord to bless them and each of the teachers in
thelr work of faith and labour of love. Our con-
gregations increase, and our prayer-meetings are
among the most soul-refresling services in the
sanctoary, well attended, and an carnest spirit
of prayer for the spread of the Gospel is indeed
poured out upon the Church, leading us to look
for the promised blessing upon the seed sown.
Thus have we abundant canse to thank God and
take courage.

FABNHAM, SURREY.—The anniversary of
Baptist chapel, Farnham, was on Easter Monday.
A large number assembled to worship the Lord.
Two eermons werce preached by Mr, Vaughan, of
Hackney, in the afternoon from Eph. i. 3, 4, and
evening from Psa. 1xxxix. 15, 16. Mr. Vaughan
was happy in his work ; the friends found it to
be a refreshing scason from the presence of the
Lord. The hymns were impressively given by
oar pastor, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Mitchel, of Guild-
ford. The singing was good. 'I'he hearts of the
friends were encouraged by excellent collections.
‘We noticed at least scven ministers of the Gospel
present, also friends from Aldersbot.Basingstoke,
Farnborough, Gulldford, Hungry Hill, Hartley
Row, and Reading.—ONE WHO WAS TAERE.

BANBTURY.— This anniversary we were
honoured with the services of another minister
of the Geospel, Mr. G. Townsend, pastor of the
gtrict Baptist Chureh, S8tow-on-the-Wold before,
personally a stranger, but not straunge to the
truths lie so sweetly expounded to us from the
text, Col. iii. 1—3. So soul elovating ; as he was
enabled to speak plainly and powerfully of the
members of a risen Christ, by virtue of their
union to, are risen with Him, proved experimen-
tally, by a deaduerss to the world’s alluroments,
botii profane and professors, aud the heart and
soul being set on things above. Iollowed by
that solemn portion of God's Word, Gal. vi.7—
9, so demonstratively discriminating inits teacl-
ing, and practical in ita application, adapted to
the occasion, and instructfon I feel wo all need in
whatevor plot of the Lord's vineyard He bas
engaged vs in Hisservice. After tea on Monday,
coticluded with a discourse from that beautiful
portionin James i. 6, 6—“ Wisdom," its nccessity,
its source, manner of obtaining it, One import-



anl alep Lowards wisdon is to fecl onr ignorance.
The way {8 plain : the graco isa gift: no up-
praiding. Don’t be discouraged by delay, Ark,
wail, aslc still of God ommipo’cnt to holp, the
simplicity in harmony with tho sublimity.—
JOSEPII OSBORN.

THAME.,-Mnr, JOHN HAZELTON'S SON AT
TOAME—Wo feel a pleasure in giving the
following from a Thame paper, whieh has becn
givon to ug:—*0n Good Friday the Sunday-
school connected with the Baptist chapel held
their eleventh anniversery. Tbe children,
assisted by the choir, sang special hymns for the
occasion. In the afternoonthey were addressed
by Mr. J. E. Hazelton, of I.ondon, who, after
complimenting them upon their good singing,
took his text from Proverbs, ‘A good name is
rather to be chosen than great riches.” Mr.
Hazelton’s forcible illustrations and comparison
of eharacter, together with his free-and-easy
manner, combined with eloquence, held the
children in rapt attention. Af er the services a
public tea was provided. of whieh about 140
partook. In theevening Mr. Hazelton delivered
g lecture, entitled, ‘'The Bible and the Teacher,’
and the masterly manner in which he handled
his subject showed how thoroughly he was at
home in his work, The anthem, ‘ Blessed are
the people.’ was admirably rendered by the
choir.” The venerable pastor. Mr. Clarke, still
pursues the even tenor of his way.

A LARGE GOOD TFRIDAY GATHERING
IN A KENTISH VILLAGE.

Why do we hold anniversary services? “ A
Visitor " to oneon last Good Friday furnisheth
the following answer and report. He says:—
The anniversary services of the various Baptist
Churches are now being held ; and, knowing the
pages of your aged periodical are always opento
communicate to others, I forward you a few
lines relating to one of the anniversary occasions.
I think the main object of holding these mect-
ings are three-fold, or should be: for the ‘glory
of God, cither directly or indirectly, casting
bread upon the waters, sowing in tears, and
reaping in joy; being instant in scason aud out
of season; preaching or sowing the seced of
divine trath iu the morning, and not withhold-
ing the same in the evoning, in hnmble depend-
cnce on God the Holy Ghost for the blessing,
yet, in every act of worship, doing it for God’s
glory, and making known His praise amongst
the pcople. Then there is another object: the
cheering the hicart of those mo-t deeply con-
cerned in this work, who have much that ts of
a depressing naturcoften to encounter, to create
more union in their own eircle, and eliett more
friendship from neighhouring Churches; or, as
the Psalist puts it, a going from company to
company till the feet of the Christian pilgrim
shall stand within the gates of the New Jerasa-
lem. Another object is to give our visiting
friends an opportunity of showlug some token
of practical sympatby towards those who hold
these mectings, by giving their mites, or of their
larger abundance, as the Lord may give the will.
I believe these are the objects of the friends who
moet for divine worship at Egerton Fostal, near
Ashford, Kent, whose anniversaty services were
heold April 7 (Good Friday), when J. B. MoCure
engaged to preach threcesermons. The day was
fine ; we had friends from Hastings, Ramsgate,
Tonterden, Lenham, Mavden, Smarsdon, B th-
eraden, Charing, Pluckley, &c. The congregation
was well sustained all tho day. I eould but
notice the heartiness of our singing frionds; 1
would humbly hopo it was unto the Lord, and
for man's good. We had to tea about 20, or
more; wo felt it to be an cnjoyable day. ‘“He
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that goeth forth and worketh, hearing precions
sceds. shall douhtless come again with rejoicing,
hringing his sheaves with him.” Mr, McCore
spoks of the going forth of thesoul from the
womb of the regeneration wenping, sceing only
the small hand, and that a cloud, ag Elijah’s
servant, but ultimately returning with the
abundance of the rain of God's blessing. Thus
God's servants go forth with precious s ed,
but often weepiug. secing but little frait-hraring
in those to whom they preach, yet knowing not
in how many hearts that sced is taking root,
and will spring up and bear frnit long after
the weeping sower has gone to his rest, Then
the going forth of our weeping Lord, His people,
His sced, bearing them, sustaining them, and
hnlding them in His almighty hand. That,
althongh itis never recorded that Christ laughed,
yet He wept, for He was emphatically a Man of
sorrows. The afternoon text was, © A fountain
of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams
from Lebanon ;' in evening, “ Awake, O North
wind,” &c. It was aGood Friday! The musters
were good, the matter was gnod. the words from
which he spake were good ; and wo do earnestly
hope the soil upon which the seed fell will prove
to ue good also, that the hearts of His people
may be cstablished by thcse services. and
comforted aud cacomnraged to go forward.—A
VISITOR.

HALLING, NEAR BOCHESTER. — Our
special services have been held. Mr, G, Holland
preached in the afternoon from * The Lord hath
laid upon Him the iniquity of as all.” Mr. G.
Webb, of Maidstone, fullowed in the evening—
giving a good account of God's gracions dealing
with redeemed sinners. The meetings were
closed by singing that searching hymn,—

«“True religion’s more than notion—
Something must be known and felt.”

LINES WRITTEN ON TIIE DEATH OF
MRS. DAVY.

WHUILE to Zion’s courts repairing
On that solemn Sabbath morn,

Thou wert taken home to glory,
On the wings of angcls borne.

Thoun didst hear tho Father calling,
* Hasle, My child, and come away—
Come, and spend with Me in glory,
Oanclong, blessed Satbath day !

Ab! methinks, erc we coald finish
Our glad hymn of zrateful praise.
Thou wert with the ransomed number,
Joiniug in their sweetest lay s,
Should wo monrn that thou hast entered
That bright land beyond the sky ?
‘Where the san is ne'er beclouded,
‘Whero no tear-drops dim theeye ?

Far from fog, and wist, and shadow,
Far from »in, and our dim ~ight—
Thon art, dwelling wi- h the angels
In a world of purest light.
No, dear sister, we would rather
Joy to think thou'rt gone before :
And we trust, throngh grace, to meet thes
On that bright and better shore,

ELEANOR WHITE.

The widow of the late Mr. Joseplh Palmer, for
many years Baptist minister, wrltes, saying :(—
“ My dear husband, Mr. Joseph Palmer, died on
April 9, 1882, in & smro_and certain hope of a
glorlous resurrection. He wished me to bid you
good-bye, His happy cnd makes the trial more
endurable.
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LINE® ON THE DEATH OF AUNT CARRY
By E.J. WELCH, M.A,

Rost, weary frame, long worn with dire disease,

1n placid slcep. so long as Jesus pleasel

Rest, weary spirit, loosed from torturing prison,

To health. and case. and liberty arisen.

Farewell, dear soul, until swe mceet again,

What oy 'twill bo to meel thee free from pain!

Yes. Ile was thine, whose presence thou hast
reach'd

Beyond the river, whence thy bark is beach'd.

Thon prayedst Him oft, ¢ Wash whiter me than
snow "™
And oft, * Lord. take me,” and 'tis even so.
Saidst, " Godis good! " Ile helped thee tosubmit
To chastening long and sore His love saw fit,
Thy Father's mansions breke upon thy sense :
Thy Father's angels gently bore thee thence.
Christ gave thee crown, harp, palm, and thronéd
state —
Glory's exceeding and eternal weight,
Still comes thy name unbid to lips in prayer,
But thou dost need onr prayers no longer there.
Why mourn such tears thy birthdayin the sky ?
Our wounded hearts’ affcetions auswer, Why 2
Forgive us for this natural selfish part,
Ticembalm'd in the live tomb of our heart!
Thy gricvons strugglc was to live—not dic :
Death opened rest.  Dear, kind, good annt,
Goud-bye!

Hotes of the Hlonth.

RRAINTREE. ESSEX.—Mr. Rose has resigned
his pastorate bere.  Inthis growing town there
is room for a ripe, loyal-to-truth, and Christ-
adoring mini<ter bere—and all around rtho
country. Ol! that the Lord would send us His
own-made and devoted servant.

MANCHESTER.—Higber Temple-street Strict
Baptist Church. An interesting ceremony took
place at the last Church-meeting.  Afrer attend-
ing 10 the usnal business, the chalrman (Deacon
Morgan) a~ked the secretary to read a letter
which had just beeu put inilo his hands, from
Mr. Edward Greceubough, written on behalf of
him-elf, his brothers and sisters, asking the
members 10 accept from them a communion
service of silver plate, to be used at the ordinance
of the Lord's Supper, as a memorial of their
deparied fatber, who had been solong connected
with the Church. TUpon the beautiful tankard
was finely engraved the following iuscription :
“Particular Baptist Chapel, Highcr Temple-
strect, Manchester. In loving memory of the
late James Greeuhough, who was for more than
seventecn vears a deacon and nmember of the
Cihnrch. Pre-cnted by his family. Deecember
21.1#81.” The gift was cheerfully accepted, and
highly appreciated by all the membcers prescnt ;
and deacons Morgan, Moudel, and Davies, in
suitatle wordse and sympatheticlanguage, fesired
that the thauks of the Church should be con-
veyed to the writers of the letter for this token
of affection, with the assurance that it woulu be
greatly prized ty thiem, not on account of its
value in money, but of the sptrit it represented,
and the purpose for which it was given. The
pastor was Dot able Lo be present at that mee!-
ing, but on the first Lord's-day of this year, when
the serviee was used, he made a reference to the
subject in very tender and affectionate ferms.

ViTAL QUikY.—Is it possible, here. to distin-
guish beiween thosesaving conversions cflected
1mmediately by the Spirit of God, and those
conversions to some profession, some party, to
some system of so-called religion, which were
prodaced by home-training, by school-teaching,
or by man's persnasion ?—[We could answer
this; but prefer, first, to leave it to others,—
Ep.]
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Marriuges.

Mr. Johin Watera Banks (eldest Hving sou of
the editor of THE EARTHEN VESSEL) was
married to Aunc Maria Nash, tho sister of Wm,
Applegate, Esq. (a deacon of the late Mr. John
Warburton's Chureh, in Trowbridge). The
wedding was solomnised in Dalston Junction
Baptist Chapel, by the bridegroow’s father, on
the 6th nlt. We all pray they may enjoy hap-
piness here, and the bliss of heaven for ever,

On Wednesday, April 19, at Hove Parish
Chureh, by the Rev. P, F. Pearce, brother-in law
of the bride, Viear of St. Paul's, Huddersfleld,
assisted by the Rev. W, Archer. cousin of the
bride, and Rev. T. Peacey, M.A., Vicar, the Rev.
Arthur Pridgeon, Curate of Eastbourne Parish
Chureh. to Jessy Sarah, third daughter of Geo,
Thos. Congreve, Esq., Stretton, Third Avenue,

Brighton.
Beaths.

At Banbrldge, in Ireland, our deeply-beloved
brother in the faith, aud in the affectionave ties
of nature, Mr. 8. J. Banks (for many years the
pastor of the Banbridge Baptist Church), has
been called to witness tho departure of hig
youngest son, Cbarles Benjamin Banks, in
the seventeenth year of his age, after & long
and very anxious season of suffering; butinthe
love and faith of Jesus God-Man, he became
quite re~igned. For full 60 years we have seen
the departure of very many of our dear ones,
and still affiictions abound. When our pastor,
the late Mr. William Matthews, once the minis-
ter of the Canterbury Baptist Chureh, was taken
away, a volce within our soul was heard, “ Be
still, and know tbhat 1 am God;’' and in the
continnous stiream of losses by death, from that
time until now, we have beewn holden in stillness
before the throne of the ALMIGHTY LORD GOD ;
and as we come, every moment, nearer to the
great sen of eternity, we silently sigh,* Lord,
uuderncatn all may there be the everlasting
arms. Amen.”

The late Mr. James Curtis, of Ipswich, was
for many years in connect!on with the Church
worshipping at Zoar ehapel, and a great. part of
the time he held the honourable position of
decacon. After a short illness, the happy spirit
took its flight on the murning of March 20, 1882.
His mortal remalns were interred in Ipswich
Cemetery on the afternoon of March 25. Mr. W.
Kern read a portion of Scripture; Mr. W.
Hougbton offered prayer; Mr. Kern spoke at
the grave. There were many friends of both
Churches present, and likewise many of the
employées of the Orwell Works, where the
deceased was employed over forty years. His
age was seventy-seven, Truly we may say,
* Blessed are the dead that dle in the Lord.,"—
A BROTHER DEACON.

In loving remembrauce of Mary Ann, the
beloved wife of Mr. John Smith Carpenter, of
High-stieet, Borongh, London, who fell asleep in
Jesus, April 10, 1882, aged fifty-five ycars. Mr.
Carpenter has been for many ycars a useful
brother in the Baptist Church under the pas-
torate of Mr. Ald(rson, in Walworth.

Mr. Thomas Pearman, a godly man, and &
member of Ebenczer cbapel, Waltham Abbey,
fell arlecp in Jesue on March 17, after a long and
painfal affliction. His pastor, Mr, W. Winters,
spoko at the interment of his remaine; and, on
April 2, preached a funeral sermon to a full
cougregation. Of sucb tbe Apostie John was
exhoried to write, “ Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth,”

*“Mcth'nks I see him now at rest

In the bright manstons love ordained ;
118 head reclines on Jesu's broast,
No more by sin or sorrow pained.”




Peace and Prospenty m Our Churches
ad e Our Souls,

ONE morning in the lovely month of May, before starting for

Walthamstow anniversary, in a lot of letters, there was one from
that choice young man, the pastor of Willenhall Church, which reads as
follows:—

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,—1 enclose you a “ morning meditation,” which was
very sweet to me when composing; and I thought it may be useful to some of the
readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, in encouraging early devotions. I think the
morning of the day is a pleasant time to direct our thoughts to heaven; and it is
because of this I am encouraged to hope that my few thoughts may lead others to a
more constant observance of the exercises of worship at a time when the body is
fresh, the mind, to a certain extent, free; and when nature (especially in the
Summer) seems most conducive to godly aspiration. I take this, my first oppor-
tunity, of thanking you for your valuable discourse preached at Sydenham, Oxon,
on Easter Monday. 1 enjoyed it much, and was greatly edified. God bless and
strengthen you is the prayer of,

Yours in the Gospel,
GEORGE BANKs.

I immediately read the  MORNING MEDITATION” referred to, and it
produced in me such a gladness of heart that I resolved to insert it.
¢ Gladness of heart” because I find many young men, of considerable
spiritual and mental powers, are being called of God (I hope) to minister
in the Churches when some of us are taken out of the wilderness for ever.

The words, “ gladness of heart” ran through my whole soul; and I
was led to look at Isa. xxx. 29, and spoke a few words at Walthamstow,
which may be of some use if the Lord will be pleased to bless them. At
any rate, I know the teachings of the HoLy SPIRIT in them are designed
both to guide us and to comfort us in this wilderness, where we meet
with 80 many dangers, difficulties, oppositions, and perplexities.

The text in Tsa, xxx. 29 is connected with prospective promises of
“ God’s mercies to the Church ”"—mercies which have been realized in
(Gospel times, when the SPIRIT of CERIST has reigned in the hearts and
heads of those who have been called to the leadership of Zion's courts.

In the words three things are remarkable. First, the sacred time—
that is, “when a holy solemnity is kept.” Secondly, the place, the
Church, is called “ the mounlain of THE LoRD.” Lastly, the privilege:
“Ye shall have a song as in the night, and gladness of heart.” These
prophetic types, these metaphorical expressions, are only to be realised in
the spiritnal Church of CERIST. In the holy solemnities, it is distinctly
to be observed, two things were required. The priests were to prepare
the sin-offering, the meat-offering, the burnt-offering, and the peace-
offering, the whole of which is found in * the LaMs oF Gop.” Our now
exalted Redeemer was the accepted offering for sin; our burnt-offering
was He; He is our bread and meat, our life and strength, and from Him,
through Him, flows our peace. Paul was a wise condenser. He, by
THE SPIRIT, put healing, health, pardon, peace, and life eternal in a few

YoLumE XXXVIIL.—JunNE, 1882, : L
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words, when he said, “ But THIS MaN, after He had offered one sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; for, by one offering,

“HE HATH PERFECTED FOR EVER THEM THAT ARE SANCTIFIED,”
God’s ministers have only to prepare to

“ PREACH THIS ONE OFFERING.”

Any “man in whom the Spirit of God is ”—any God-anointed minister
who can study CHRIST, plead with God, through CHRIST, experimentally,
practically honour CHRIST, in all the innumerable phases of His Person,
His position, His varied powers and precions promises—will surely be a
blessing to the Church of the living God; and, although He may never
be extensively popular, he will be profitable to many souls. The Holy
Ghost alone can enable any man to delight in the study of the grand
and glorious Alpha and Omega of the FATHER'S appointing; but, if a
man’s soul is filled and fired with that konowledge of JEsus which
produceth love and liberty, H=z, the Spirir, will bless that man’s
ministry more permanently than will ever be known in this world.”
“Jrsus ! I love to trace
Throughout the sacred page,
The footsteps of Thy grace,
THE SAME in every age ;

O, grant that I-may faithful be,
To clearer light, vouchsafed to me!”

While the priests were commanded to prepare the offerings the people
were to offer “ from the fat pastures of Israel,” wheat, barley, oil, and
lambs; which, the learned Greenhill says, ‘“ typified the spiritual sacrifices
which the saints of God under the Gospel do give unto CHRIST,” which
is true enough; but these offerings also point to the temporal offerings
which the worshippers should bring according to their ability. Ah, sirs!
snppose we conld have such a people, and such a state of things as the
Word represents! A people who, having lived in some faithful and holy
fellowship with Christ, come up to His house with sonls full of praise to
God for His mercies, and their hands full of such offerings as His
providence has enabled them to freely oFFER, which should be dropped
into “the chest at the gate of the house of the Lord ” (see 2 Chron. xxiv.
8, 9), and thereby prevent the aged deacon catching his death by cold
through standing at the door, like a pilgrim so poor, holding a plate or
a box, piteously beseeching the beautiful dukes and dames to drop in
their little threepenny silverettes as they pass away from the holy solem-
nity which has been kept. The word collection never occurs but about
three times in all the blessed Book—the Holy Ghost no such thing will
sanction, except it be for the poor of the flock.

Let us have a word, secondly, upon the special PLACE where the holy
solemnity was to be kept. It is called, “ coming into the mountain of
the Lord,” and going to

“THE MIGHTY ONE OF ISRAEL,”

where JEHOVAH-JESUS sits upon His throne to welcome His seeking
family to banquet with Him there. In that rich breast of loving-
kindness, the thirty-third of Isaiah, we are invited to * look upon Zion,
THE CITY OF OUR SOLEMNITIES.” That city is the living Church of
God, whose worship is expressed by her “solemnities,” which denote the
gravity, the sincerity, the sacred character and nature of the genuine
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worship rendered to Almighty God. “ God is a Spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.,” One Sunday
morning, when I had been preaching for the late Mr. Evans, in Rushden

o gentleman who stood outside Charles Drawbridge’s chapel said to me’
he had been listening to the congregation inside bursting out in roars of
laughter, and Paxton Hood says of Christmas Evans, that he would often
convulse the people with laughter; but Christmas Evans solemnly subdued
them down to weeping over sin’s melancholy ruin, and the Saviour’s
terrible sufferings in putting away sin, before the quaint preacher left off.
The temperaments of preachers widely differ. Under good John
Hazelton's sermon no one expects ever even to smile; but when that
tall, that lissome brother, R. A. L., stands up to speak on a platform,
his very gesture and quick gems of thought, come so touchingly cheerful,
that only the gravest of the grave can resist a little excitement.

“ The city of our solemnities.” Kvery branch of the true Chuarch’s
service is exceedingly solemn. Do not be offended, ye pulpit men, if a
plain word or two come rather too straight. There are at least seven
distinct solemnities in our Church worship. PRAYER mast be a
solemnity. I think it was R. Conder who commenced his missionary
sermon the other day with these words: “ Prayer is the speech of desire,
and of adoring thought. It is fhe soul at dts tent-door holding converse
with that HoLy ONE who inhabiteth eternity.” Mark this, ye men who,
with vulgar boldness, stand with long and loud irreverence, pretending
to talk to Gop, as though He was such 4 one as yourselves. Conder
further says: ““No devout spirit holds this converse in public without
some strong reason.” ‘Then referring to John xvii. the preacher
observed: “ If Jesus allows us the unspeakable privilege of witnessing
His devotions, it is that He may teach us how to pray. He mediatorially
cuts ont a channel thus low in the valley of His humiliation that He
may drain thereunto all our affections and longings, and carry them
purified in the volume of His intercession into

“ THE BOSOM OF INFINITE LOVE.”

Old John Rogers thought ye need not to be frightened at the word
Priest, when honestly interpreted it simply means a man who stands,
officially and instrumentally, between God and the people. Jesus is our
great High PRIEST, our only true Sacrifice; but He calleth men to
stand on the earth between Himself and His people; to bring up to
HiMSELF in prayer the necessities, the sorrows, and the praises of the
people; and to be God’s mouth to tell the people from the throne of
God, through Jesus, the messages of His mercy. Prayer is a solemnity,
I do desire in my soul to realise much more of the SpIrIT helping my
infirmities, when I dare to approach the eternal God through Jesus
Christ His Son.

PrEAcHING is a solemnity. I can never approach it without some
private, quiet, earnest seeking to know the mind of God. Who has
not heard of old Master Gryffyth, of Caernavon? He had to preach one
night in a country district, and he begged a farmer to let him retire for a
little while into his parlour; to which request the farmer readily assented.
When the congregation had assembled, when all were waiting, and the
preacher did not come out from his seclusion, the farmer sent his
servant to ask the minister to come. As the servant stood at the
farmer’s parlour-door, she heard the minister say to some one, “ I will
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not go unless you come with me.” This startled the girl, and she ran
back, saying to her master, “ I do not think Mr. Gryffyth will come to-
night; there is some person with him; and I heard Mr. Gryffyth say,
<1 will not go except you come;” and the other person never answered.”’
““Good,” sald the farmer, “ Mr. Gryffyth will come, if that's it; and the
other ONE will come too. So we will begin the service.” Presently
Gryflyth, the preacher, appeared; and the Lord was with him, and the
whole county all round was moved that night by his preaching. If the
preacher comes alone, there is no telling where he will go, nor what he
will say; bt if the Lord comes with him, signs will follow; the Lord’s
‘Word by the preacher’s mouth will not return void and empty.

“The city of our solemnities,” Sprinkling of infants to me appears
a trifling with Christ's ordinance; but the baptism of penitent, of
praying, of believing, of sin-confessing, and of Christ-embracing saints,
is a solemnity of Heaven’s ordering and of Christ’s example; and he
who laughs at it will weep before he has fully run his race.

One of the noblest defenders of the faith, in the centre of this century,
in his work, “Antipopriestism,” will assert that the only word straight
from the Greek is not church (which word is harsh, mangled, and of too
common use), but &k, which simply means “ the house of the Lorp.”
And if peace and prosperity is to be found in the firk, it must be
instrumentally, by a three-fold rale, each ruler keeping strictly to his own
domain.

The pastor mnst 7ule by feeding the flock; having one aim—that
Christ should be exalted in the souls of the people, by means of His
being preached unto them out of pure love, and a fervent desire that
the ransomed of the Lord may be brought to Zion with gladness and
rejoicing.

The elders, or deacons, must rule by faithfulness; being faithful
unto the Lord, faithful unto the Lord’s servant, faithful to the Lord’s
people, be they rich or poor, and faithful to all the affairs of the house
in every sense.

The members must rule by earnest prayer to God in their retired
communion; rule by brotherly love in the kirk, and by a keen discern-
ment between that which is right and that which sometimes may be found
to be wrong. Every man conscientiously minding and doing his own
business, will, with the essential blessing, tend to give peace and
prosperity in our palaces of holy truth and divine worship.

Of the prospective, the prophetic privilege, *“ Ye shall have a song as
in the night,”” I must not intrude this month. It is the promise of a
song in prospect of the morning coming; of it a word may come.

Meanwhile, most heartily do I pray that our Churches may realise
the choicest of all blessings in the Gospel kingdom—a full Christ
lovingly, learnedly, freely, and constantly preached in the pulpit; able
and devoted chancellors of the exchequer in the diaconate; and holy
affections uniting the members together in one bond of sympathy,
charity, and wisdom. “Old England,” saith the historian, * formerly
declared to reprobate three tyrants, and on her banner she wrote,  Down
the devil, down the Pope, down the Pretender!’” Let her declare to-
day, and let her exclamation be, *“ Down with pride, down with Popery,
and all Popish followers; and up with TRUTH for ever! Amen.”

Pardon C. W. BaANKs,

Banbury-road, Syuth Hackney, May, 1882,
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HMY

JESUS

169
SPEAKS!”

“TFrom all your idols will I ¢leanse you.”—Euzek. xxxvi. 25.

BLEGONE, vain thoughts, methinks I hear |
A voice that thrills my soul; I
A gentle whisper in my ear,
That o’er my scnses roll.

No earthquake felt ; no thunder heard ;,
No fire, no lightning seen ; 1

But sweetly soft, a still swall word, ‘
It breathes of pcace serene.

My Jesus speaks ! He's near, I know, .
He cowes my heart to win ; !

My cherish’d idols to o’erthrow, :
That He may enter in.

“ Attend, My child; art thou not Mine,
Redecem'd by My heart’s blood ?

Made one with Me by bonds divine—
The everlasting GoD ! ”

¢ Thee, the great sacred mystic Three
Decree’d to eave from woe ;

My throne to share, in bliss to be—
Why after idols go? "

Idols! my God ! ashamed, aghast,
At Thy dear feet [ lie,

Oh'! gracious Spirit, hold me fast,
Or I shall droop and die.

Thou art my Strength, my daily theme,
I love what'’s like Thyself ;

But, oh ! my Lord. whatreigns supreme,
Grace, or the idol self ?

Communion with Thy saints is sought,
I speak, I praise, I pray;

All is with idol worship fraught,
Self steals my joys away.

In wakeful hours, or eyelids closed,
With friends, or quite alone ;

My heart is lusting for my foes,

While they and 1 seem one.
Leyton.

Faith by my works I brought to view,
In Zion’s ways I ran ;

Put pride so rank, so foul it grew,
The flame within to fan,

Allegiance to my Lord I vow’d,
And sought to spread His name,

But hidden deep, vain-glory strove
With Him to share the fame.

Lowat Thy cross, Oh ! slaughter’d Lamb-:
I lie, and there confess,

The vilest of the vile I am,
Saved by Thy righteousncss.

The heaven of hcavens cannot contain
Jesus, Thou source of light,

Gabriel’s vast powers strive in vain
To sound Thy glorious might.

. Nor is Thy condescension less,

To dwell in hearts of flesh,

! To chasten, cleanse, as seems Thee best,

To comfort, cheer, refresh.

On Thee, Oh ! spotless, glorious Lamb,
My soul will ever rest,

Adore Thee for the matchless plan
Of blood and righteousness.

Thine is the word that “grace shall
Though sin and flesh oppcse; [reign,”
So shall my soul deliverance gain
From all infernal foes.
Lord, ’tis enough, Thine is the pow'r,
Let living waters flow,
That cvery day, nay, every hour,
I morc of Thee may know.

Great Captain of salvation Thou,
Come, lead Thy chosen on ;

The fiercest foes to Thee shall bow—
Thou, Thou must wear the crown.

R. HUTCHINGS.

“HE SHALL BE AS THE LIGHT OF THE MORNING.”
A MEDITATION BY (GEORGE BANKS,

Minister of Gomer Street

Chapel, Willenhall.

“ My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O Lord: in the morning will 1
direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up.”"—Psalm v, 3.

N

ORNING devotions are preludes of a happy day. Reading the
Word and prayer blend sweetly together when the still hour of
the day calls us to our Father’s throne.

Flowers culled at early dawn

are fragrant with sweetest odours; and promises, precepts, and invitations
gathered from the garden of God’s Word at break of day are sweet with
holy influences. To commence the day without prayer is to enter upon
the battle-field without armour, and to start upon the voyage without 8
compass. He that ““ maketh the ontgoings of the morning to rejoice
can fill us with gladness '
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“ Through the toiling hours of day."”

When wakefulness liberates our eyes from slumber, and we gaze upon
the world, it is well if faith views the land afar—the land that shall be
ours in the morning of life eternal. It was in the morning that manna
fell around the camp of the pilgrim host; and at the birth of light our
inner-man has often been fed on “ angels’ food.” At the break of day
Jacob prevailed. We, too, have wrestled in prayer in the morning, and
henceforth have met “ God’s hosts” of gracious supplies, which have
helped us onward, and enabled us to overcome foes within and enemies
without. * Weeping may endure for a night, but JoY cometh in the
morning.” How oft have we retired with mournful notes of the harp of
grief, but have risen in the morning to listen to the sounding cymbal of joy
and gladness. Thanksgiving and melody are sacred balms for wounded
hearts. It is cause for gratitude and praise if when we are dressing our
bodies, Gop is clothing our souls with garments of praise. He that bade
Moses ““ get up early to the Mount,” also calls us to communion with Him-
self before the burden and heat of the day have wearied our frames and
flagged our spirits. When God opens the gates of day His heart is open to
our sorrows, His ear to our prayers, and His hand to supply our needs.
The ETERNAL ONE who calls the sun from his chamber to go forth and
shed light upon the earth, can also call us from the chambers of spiritnal
darkness and sorrow to bear a ray of brightness into the kingdom of
grace, by telling the ransomed of favours granted. O believer, essay
not to go into an unfriendly world until thou hast sought Gop thy
FarmER, JESUS thy Friend, and the Spirir thy Comforter. Thou
knowest not what may befall thee ere the evening cometh, but if God
be with thee all shall be well. Perils by land and perils by sea are fine
opportunities for Gop to show His guardian care.

Oh, Gon! while the brow of the morning is sweating with drops of
crystal dew, let the droppings of heaven’s sanctaary descend with sacred
sweetness upon my soul! Now that birds are trying their choicest
strains, may voices from worlds afar constrain me to sing a new song
unto my Lord for “mercies new every morning.” While all is quiet
around me, and gentle zephyrs are kissing the cheeks of nature, grant
that I may be filled with heavenly tranquillity, and feel the lips of my
Beloved kissing away my grief and sin.

“To Thee let my first offering rise,
Whose sun creates the day,
Swift as his gladdening influence flies,
And spotless as his ray.

This day Thy favouring hand be nigh,
So oft vouchsafed before:

Stitl may it lead, protect, supply,
And I that hand adore.”

[The soul-delighting morning of grace when JESUS called us from the slumbers
of weariness, and then shone in, and all around us with the revelation of His own
glory, is a season we have reflected upon over fifty years. To us it was as the
earnest of ““a morning without clouds.” Ah! but we failed to “take unto us the
whole armour of God;” hence, while we were climbing up the hills of frankincense
“the enemy came in like a flood,” and there appeared no ‘“standard lifted up.”
The flood hurled us headlong into darkness, hardness, distress of soul, and despair.
“ Cast thyself down,” the tempter cried. But, we must believe, the Beloved of the
soul “stood behind the wall,” watching; and after agonising seasons of most
merciful chastisement, after four years of thick darkness,and the destraction of all
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that could be destroyed, as the good Samaritan HE came, and poured in new life
healing grace, and lifted up the more than half-dead victim. Over the more thn.n,
forty years work in the cots and kirks of the afflicted in Zion, we have borne the
re';l)foqcbes, the just revilings of the elder sons, and of late the heaven-horn spirit
will sing,—
“ Tlen, while ye hear my heart-strings break,
How sweet the minutes roll!
A mortal paleness on the cheek,
But glory in the soul.”

. In such choice young men as our beloved George Banks, of Willenhall, we
rejoice. May the God of all grace keep them from such experiences as Watts has
taught many to say,—

“ Let eares, like a wild deluge, come,
And storms of sorrow fall.”

Gpd Almighty, keep those young men whom He hath chosen and sent forth for
Zion’s good in these times, prays C. W. B.]

THE VOICE OF GOD TO ME.

A passage from a Sermon preached at Zoar Chapel, Ipswich, on
Sunday morning, January 29, 1882,

By Mg. 8. CozEexs,
ON THE PROPHETIC OFFICE OF CHRIST IN THE MINISTRY.

HE ministry is God’s mouth to the people; and by this rule you
may know the true ministry from the false. God spake by the
mouth of His holy prophets, and He speaks by the mouth of His sent
servants. If the ministry does not come home to me in power, and in
the Holy Ghost—that is, in the power that assures me that it is the
power of the Holy Ghost, and fills me with spiritual feelings, it is not the
ministry of God to me. I would not judge a man because I did not hear
him well the first or second time; but if his ministry never cuts me down,
never picks me up, never reproves me, never assures me, never fills me
with ardent desire, never kindles the spirit of prayer, never drives me to
close examination, it is not the ministry of God to me. I have heard
the Word of God with as mnch assurance as if an angel had spoken to
me from the lips of a man whose surplice in the pulpit was a smock-
frock, for he was only a stableman. That man went into the pulpit with
an authority that many a bishop might envy; and with a power that bat
few bishops possess—the power of God. The Lilany of his penitence,
and the 7% Deum of his gratitude, filled us with more devout feelings
than we have ever experienced in the service of the Church of England.
This, I repeat, is the criterion. Is the ministry like the ministry of
Christ, the voice of God fo me? People now-a-days think so much of
college drapery, of university honours, of ecclesiastical slafus; as if
college gowns, and university diplomas, and a parsonage, or a bishop’s
palace, made men the ministers of Christ.

But, some will say, you are so incapable of appreciating the great
masters of learning in Israel. Probably; baot this is plain enough to any
ploughman who can read the Scriptures, that the learned Rabbis, the
learned professors of religion, were the most ignorant of, and the most
opposed to Christ. “The world by wisdom knew not God.” Rich
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people who cannot malke all their sons rich send the juniors to college,
that they may get into the priest's office for a piece of bread. They do
not go into the ministry to feed God’s children, but to feed themselves;
and that is how the nation has been for ages befooled. You cannot
e(_lucate a man into the love of God, into the faith of Christ, into the
gifts of the Holy Ghost, as you may educate him into the knowledge of
law, or science, or physics. A true knowledge of divinity can only come
from the knowledge of God by an unction from the Holy One.

Why did our Lord select His ministers from the unlearned fishermen
of Galilee? Why? That the divinity of their mission might be the
more conspicuous; that the world might take knowledge of them that they
had been with Jesus, if they had not been to the school of the prophets,
and had learnt of Him. Then do you despise learning? No, sir; no!
But I will be bold to say that God never called a man to the work of
the ministry because he was learned. Even the great scholar of
Tarsus was not called for that reason, but because he was “a chosen
vessel.” Aund I will be bold to say another thing—namely, that every
sent servant of Christ has the witness in himself that a dispensation of
the Gospel has been committed unto him. God bless His own servants.

“THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM.”

AST Tuesday evening, May 2, after speaking at Jireh, I went to
‘“ Hope,” where Mr, James Griffith had announced in his four-
teenth anniversary bills that I should speak on Heb. xii. 1, 2; but it was
9 o’clock before I was called by the chairman, and I said if I put this
lominous and large text into an hydraulic press, I could not compress or
squeeze it down to ten minutes’ exposition. But, the text having been
given to me, I have found it hovering about me, and I felt I could not
cast it off; hence I bring it up before you this evening for you to look
at it before you come to the Lord’s Table.

The age we live in is become too wise for the plain, the ancient, the
old-fashioned Gospel of the grace of God. Hence, “the faith once for
all delivered unto the saints” is fiercely fought against; and we are
called “ to fight the good fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life,
whereanto we have been called.” In carrying on this fight of faith there
are three things necessary, as one of the Congregationalists has lately
written. First, we must get our strength for the fight by fellowship
with God. If He does not put forth His arm—if the Lord does not cry
out, “Let him take hold of My strength ”"—we cannot fight in this
stroggle; but if we can plead with God, if Jacob-like we can hold on and
preveil with earnest prayer, we shall be made strong for the war. Then,
in the power of this strength, be resolved to stick hard and fast to
CHRIST, to all His attributes, offices, works, promises, and ordinances,
whatever may oppose or come in the way. And, last of all, see how
your faith and soul-experiences accord with the prophets, the apostles,
and Churches of all time; so shall you fight the good fight of faith.
Hebrews xii. 1, 2, forms A GRAND STOREHOUSE OF SAVING GRACE. In
this blessed repository there are SEVEN QOLDEN HAMMERS TO DRIVE
INTO YOUR 80OUL the assurance, the confidence of a living and labouring
faith.
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The first strong hammer is: ¢ The joy that was set before Him.”
Seo what this i3, by whom it wag set before Him, and when.

The second is the fact that He “ ENDURED THE CRoss, and despised
the shame.” What streams of salvation flow from this one great victory!

The third golden hammer is: “ HE is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God.”

See the fourth most potent hammer: “ JESUS is the Author and
Finisher of our faith;” or, as the reviser says, “ the Captain and Per-
fector of faith.” CHRIST gives it, and He will finishit. How safely you
may leave all in His hands if faith in our Immanuel is given unto you!

The fifth is strong; it says, through grace, you have ‘‘ laid aside every
weight, and the sin that doth so easily beset you.” When Ruth was
coming out of Moab, how many weights she must have had! so
when Abraham was called to leave all, and go into a land of which he
knew nothing! but faith laid them all aside, and the fits of unbelief as
well, and on they marched to the glorious victory.

The sixth Gospel force of faith is a marvellous piece of perfect
perseverance. The saints, by grace divine, do “run with patience the
race that is set before them, looking (off from all things) unto Jesvus.”

To complete the whole, it brings up the rear with a cloud of witnesses—
‘“ Seeing we also are compassed about with so great a clond of witnesses.”
Not only all those mighty warriors who are enrolled in the eleventh
chapter, but “we also ” have witnesses to the saving power of grace on
every hand, who have come, or are coming, or shall come—

¢ 0UT OF GREAT TRIBULATION.”

C. W. B.
May 8, 1882.

“READY TO GO!”

O exclaimed that pious old king, the third George, from whence
sprang our beloved Victoria. See this:—

“ GEORGE THE THIRD AND HIS SEPULOHRE.—At the same time his
majesty, desiring that himself and family shonld repose in the same
sepulchre, and in one less public than that of Westminster, had ordered
the tomb-house at Windsor to be constructed. Mr. Wyatt, his architect,
waited upon him with a detailed report and plan of the design, and of the
manner in which he proposed to arrange it for the reception of the
remains of royalty. The king went minutely through the whole; and,
when finished, Mr. Wyatt, in thanking his majesty, said apologetically,
he had ventured to occupy so much of his majesty’s time and attention
with these details in order that it might not be necessary to bring so
painful a subject again under his notice. To this the king replied:
‘ Mr. Wyatt, I request that you will bring the subject before me when-
ever you please. I shall attend with as much pleasure to the building of
a tomb a8 I wounld to the decorations of a drawing-room to hold me while
living; for, Mr. Wyatt, if it please God that I should live to be ninety or
a hondred, I am willing to stay; bat, if it please God to take me this
night, I am ready to go.””
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THE HIGHEST AND HAPPIEST THEME IN ALL
GOD’S UNIVERSE.

A SErmMoN PrEACHED BY E. P. Brown
At the Baptist Chapel, East-street, Coggeshall.

“Yea, He is altogether lovely.”—Solomon’s Song v. 16.

TESTIMONY such as the Church expresses in her admiration of

Christ is the highest climax that can be attained to. The subject
of contemplation—Christ the divine, Christ the Redeemer—is one that
quite exceeds both thought and reason. Deliverance from the impoverished
expressions of the Church’s cstimate of Him is found in the heaven-
inspired ejaculation, “ He is altogether lovely.” Beyond this no power
of thought or word of man can go. Pause, then, at this sweet and
appropriate utterance, and then solemnly inquire if to thyself is He
altogether lovely.

First, consider, admiration of Christ must proceed from knowledge of
Him. 1f revealed by the Holy Ghost to a soul dead in sins—bringing
to the light, in that light confessing and forsaking sin, sent forward
rejoicing 1n the divine forgiveness—can such an one, thus delivered and
thus saved, viewing the wonders of redeeming love, refrain from
witnessing, “ He is altogether lovely” ? Brought up from the depths of
the horrible pit and miry clay of nature’s ruin and guilt, with their feet
set firmly upon the rock Christ Jesus, inhaling the atmosphere of the
Father’s Jove, the soul sweetly sings, “ He is altogether lovely!” The
young Christian, too, emerging from the world, from sin, from the defile-
ments of the flesh, and unfettered from the yoke of the evil one, joins the
sweet acclaim of the Church: “ He is altogether lovely.” The aged
pilgrim, too, who, from the day of his call by grace divine, upheld by the
faithfulness and love of Jehovah, as he reviews the long procession of
God’s mercy, lovingkindness, and forbearance which has followed him
till now, adoringly approves the exuberant exclamation, “ HE 18
ALTOGETHER LOVELY!” The Christian, at the final stage of the journey,
laying aside the armour after the conflict, in view of the crown animated
by the presence of Christ as he enters the dark valley of death, in hope-
ful and trimmphant strains of joy records, * He is altogether lovely.”
‘What a wondrous sight can God give! and what wonders of redeeming
love can He reveal! The eye, once fascinated by the fleeting shadows
of time, now eagerly, by faith, drinks in that most precious vision of the
soul, CHRIBT the hope of glory. Oh! the amazing debt of love we owe
Him!

* Was it for crimes that I had done
He groaned upon the tree?

Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree.”

Favoured indeed are they who now, in prayer, in Gospel ordinances,
and in the means of grace below, experience Him personally for them-
selves “altogether lovely.” Solemn thought, if this ‘altogether
lovely One” excite not thy admiration and love now! His glory and
majesty will one day strike terror and distraction into thy affrighted
spirit. For the faint knowledge we have of Christ, we will praise our
God, who teacheth only to profit. ~Since He is not only the Author of
these blessed glimpses of faith, but He is that TEACHER who can unfold
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and further reveal the all-matchless loveliness of our once crucified, but
now glorified and ascended Saviour.

Second, consider, admiralion of Christ demonsirales spiritual wnion
with Him. In like manuer as He testified, “ I and My Father are One,”
80 algo it is true of His people; as the Master is, so shall they be. A
sight of Christ in all the perfections of Hisdivine grace, as able to save
unto the uttermost, brings joy and gladness to the poor sinner; who,
feeling His own vileness and unworthiness, rejoices in the grand substi-
tutionary work of Calvary. In the work of saving His Church, truly
“ He is altogether lovely "—lovely, so lovely, indeed, that angels desire
to look into the mysteries of His redeeming love, but are not able to do
go fully. This blessed estimate of Christ, then, proceeds from a vital
union with Him: “I am the Vine, ye are the branches.” As superior
as is the head to all other members of the body, so also is Christ to His
Church. The surpassing loveliness of the Beloved of the Church is
evidenced by comparison of His excellence over all created things. In
nature we behold one object remarkable for strength, in another beauty
is predominant, in another faithfulness is seen, and in another wisdom
ghines forth; but in Christ there is a comprehensiveness of all things
that are lovely and good, for He seals up the sum of all loveliness; His
excellencies are pore and unmixed, Heis a sea of sweetness, without one
drop of gall. What, then, must be the experience of the redeemed
sinner who, by faith viewing himself accepted in the Beloved, sees also
that every spiritual grace and desire is derived from Him, leads to Him,
and is an indisputable witness of a living and vital union with Him. It
is well to contemplate also, that, while the beanty and loveliness of all
other things is mutable and changing, the loveliness of Christ is fresh to
all eternity—* the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.”

Third, nolice a few of the offices which Christ suslains lo His Church,
in which He may be said lo be allogether lovely. As being the fulness of
the Godhead bodily, in the wondrous perfection and union of the divine
and human nature, Christ makes Himself an object of admiration to men
and angels, Never was such a wonder seen on earth before! He took
upon Him our nature, and all that nature was filled by the Spirit in far
surpassing measure to that experienced by any of the saints; for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him. His faithfulness also
18 a source of encouragement and consolation to the believer, for He is
essentially ““a Friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”

“ His love no end or measure knows,
No change can turn its course:
Immutably the same, it flows
From one eternal Source.”

How lovely, loo, ©s Christ as a Counsellor ! How successfully He
pleads the sinner’s cause! How secure is our salvation in Him! All
that the Father has given Him must come to Him; and oh! wonder of
wonders! him that cometh (however sintul) He will in no wise cast ont.
And then how brightly the loveliness of the Lord Jesus Christ shines
forth as an Advocate ! How peculiarly He makes our canse His own—
making intercession for ns! While advocates among men employ their
breath in words and oratory, Christ pleads His own blood as the all-
prevalent ground of the sinner’s acceptance. As a faithful and
unchanging Friend, Christ is surpassingly lovely. * Having loved His
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own which were in the world, He loved them uuto the end.” Although

our sins and provocations are many, yet His friendship and love remains
the same.

“ When most we necd His helping hand,
This Friend is alwaysmnear.”
And now, in conclusion, observe for a moment the loveliness of Christ
in His sympathy towards His people. Thrice-blessed truth:—
‘“God loves His own, and lcads them by a road
TUnerring to their goal;
But He kanows best the path that leads to heaven.”
No sin, no sorrow, no temptation, no darkness, no trouble, no temporal
or spiritual trial, but what He knows, and in which He can and will, by
His divine sympathy, prove Himself most lovely as our all-sufficient
Saviour and Friend. We might greatly enlarge upon this interesting
subject, but it is inexhaustible, and time forbids. Let this passing and
solemn inquiry occupy our attention, Do we admire Him now, and esteem
Him altogether lovely? Then surely we shall one day leave the Church
militant, and, joining the Chnrel: triumphant, in more exalted strains
praise and adore Him whom now our souls do love.
[WE rcjoice excecdingly when a young brother minister is drawn up, in faith, in
hope. in admiration, and in a gracious contemplation, to Scriptural and experi-
mental views of the Person of the SONX oF Gop. Theman who can look at,can

live on. and labour to glorify our Saviour Christ, will surely be a blessing.—
C. W.B.]

THE WORN-UP AND THE WANTING.

 Pity the sorrows of a poor old man !

HERE are few PROMISES but such as are worked out by SPECIAL
PROVIDENCES. Our HEAVENLY FATHER has promised to be with
His Israel, even down to hoar hairs. He was so with Jacob; but
Providence in a most mysterious manner provided Joseph as a loving
son to minister unto his father’s necessities, even unto the last moment
of the ancient patriarch’s life. A special providence is seen in providing
Joseph of Arimathea, and his friend, carefully to take the body of the
blessed REDEEMER down from the cross, and convey it to, and gently
lay it in, a new sepulchre, hewn out in a rock. The cruel Jews could
have nothing more to do with the precious body, after HE had
« FINISHED ~ redemption’s work. When Paul was in prison, all the
Churches did not stoically say, *“ Paul is in prison! Ah, God will take
careof him!” But they did nothing themselves. No, not all like that.
There was, at leaet, the one Philippian Church who sent once and again
ministering to the apostle’s necessities. And Paul has memorialised
their charity in grateful terms in his sweet epistle.

Some are very strict for truth, yet can hoard up thousands upon
thomsands. Very few of the poor old ministers ever partake of fheir
charity. When these rich close ones depart, there is frequently a
stroggle over the will; and the thousands are soon squandered away.

We find it extremely difficult to meet the requirements of the
burdened, the bruised, and the bleeding hearts of many old pastors, of poor
Christian widows, and of orphans, although scarcely a day passes but we
are sending to the most distressed cases. But our ability so to do 18
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extremely limited, when compared with the calls and cries for help which

reach us daily. Our motto is,

“TAKH CUARE OF THE LORD'S POOR, AND THE LORD WILL TAKE CARE
OF You.”

Practical, pure-motived charity is a gift from heaven, and when faith-
fully exercised will bring soul joys here, and a rich reward at the end of
the journey. When a SPECIAL PROVIDENCE employs a saved sinner,
and maketh him the ILotd’s almoner, to fulfil “ HIS PROMISES” in
helping the poor of the flock, the Saviour saith to that honoured servant,
“ Verily, I say unto you, Ye shall in no wise lose your reward.”

We heartily yield to a request to insert the following little report of
the Society for Relieving Necessitous Protestant Ministers. This Society
is divided into two bands now: Mr. Baxter’s, in Sussex, and Mr.
Heathfield’s, in London. Wy they separated we have no occasion to
say. We hope both will prosper. ‘ One who was at the last London
meeting ”’ says:—

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF NECESSITOUS
PROTESTANT MINISTERS, THEIR WIDOWS AND ORPHANS,

The tenth annual meeting of the above excellent society was held on Wednesday
evening, May 17, 1882, at Regent-street Chapel, City-road. The chair wasoccupied
by the worthy President, W. Heathfield, Ksq. Mr. Reynolds, of Islington, read
Psalm xli., and engaged in prayer. The report for the past year was read by Mr.
Sharpe. Resolutions were moved and seconded by W. Sinden, minister of the
chapel, and J. H. Dearsley, of Brighton, J. Vaughan, of Hackney, J. L. Meeres, of
Bermondsey, W. H. Evans, of Camden-town, and E. Silvester, of Lower Norwood.
This is indeed a work of faith and labour of love, having relieved real cases of
need to an extent of upwards of £90 beyond the income. Thirty-eight cases have
oeen relieved, of which thirty-five were Strict Baptists. Although originated and
principally supported by Independents, it will be seen from the foregoing statement
it is conducted on purely unsectarian principles. The meeting proved a very
successful one, and a collection of nearly £9 helped to replenish the treasury. The
doxology, with prayer and benediction, brought the proceedings to a close.

LED BY THE SPIRIT—I. STARRY CROWNS.

By GiLeerT HORNSBY.
 They that turn many torightcousness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.”

EN are not saved by what they hear; it is an act of the Spirit of

God. They may attribute their conversion to something they

heard at such and such a place, or bysuch and such a man; but, in the

majority of instances, this is a mistake. Often the real source is never
conceived of, far less of being publicly acknowledged.

Some time ago I was considerably exercised about this, and began to
grow very desponding. If it depended. upon public speaking, or private
speaking either, my chances were almost nzl.  For publicspeaking T felt
no ability, and, if I had had the necessary ability, I saw no opportanities
for exercising it. To speak in private I could and might, but the sphere
was limited; and, had my most sanguine expectations been realised, even
then, I should hardly have dared to qualify it by the word many. I
reflected that mine was not an isolated case, but one of the great majority.
That most men, from their traiuing and occupation, were in the_ same
condition, If turning men to righteousness depended upon speaking to
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them, then clergymen and such like, from the nature of their calling,
had undoubtedly a considerable advantage over the most of their
brethren, and might, with more reasonableness, expect to receive a crown
filled with stars.

While these thoughts were passing through my mind, God’s Spirit
came and showed to me that the secret of all success was prayer—
believing prayer; that it wasnot necessary that people should get up and
harangue multitudes of their fellow-creatures, nor even speak privately
to them; they could do good as effectnally, or more so, by simply selecting
an individual, or a number of individuals, and praying for them. Or,if
their minds were drawn towards any particular preacher, they might
begin to pray for a blessing upon his efforts. And, though in this life,
and amongst men, he might come in for the entire share of praise, it
would not be so in the world to come. God knows all the hidden ones
that were bearing this man up, and will reward them accordingly.
“ Many that are first shall be last.” There will be a great many sur-
prises for us when we get home to glory. Some of our great men, that
were landed and applanded here, may have to give place to some poor,
unostentatious brother or sister whose name was never so much as even
mentioned in the Church down here.

The passages of Scripture that were snggested to my mind as con-
firming this view were Exod. xvii. 11; 1 Sam. i. 11; Josh. xxii. 8; 1
Sam. xxx. 22. In Exod. xvii. 11 we are told that, when Moses lifted up
his hands, Israel prevailed; but, when his hands grew heavy and fell by
his side, Amalek prevailed. I always regarded this lifting up of the
hands of Moses as typical of the lifting up of Christ on the cross; but
that Moses shonld have been praying all the time, the thought never
occurred to me till the Holy Spirit revealed it in that way. The prayers
of Moses, and not the generalship of Joshua, or the bravery of the
Israelites, brought victory. Doubtless the whole of those engaged in the
conflict ascribed the success to their own martial bearing, and the superior
genius of Joshua as a commander. But there were three men who knew
different, and possibly there may have been more. Perhaps some of the
old fathers of Israel, too feeble and infirm for going out to mingle in the
strife, watched it from some of the neighbouring eminences. Every now
and then, as the tide of battle rolled backwards and forwards, they might
look np to the mountain’s brow, where stood Moses, Aaron, and Hur;
and methinks they would soon discern that yonder little group wielded a
mighty influence over the seething mass in the plain below. Hidden
away from public view—in many an alley dark and garret lonely—the
modern Moses may be found. Men and women who have felt the curse
of sin, and, by strong faith and prayers sincere, uphold the hands and
hearts of those who mingle in the stream of life, and seek to bring the
wanderers back to God. In many a villa, too, and mansion grand, they
dwell; and by their prayers and wealth support the cause of truth.

1 Sam. i. 11 gives us a clue to Samuel’s wonderful success. It is
the vow of a mother, who, from the anguish of her heart, prays to God
for a son. Mothers, pray on. By God’s permission you have the
destiny of your sons and daughters in your own hands. Consider your
respousibilities. Be faithfnl, and you will meet with your reward. Many
a man that has made his mark on the world, that has left footprints for
good on the sands of time, owes it all to the example set him by a pious
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mother, How differently we should come to regard things, if we counld
see clearly into all the little in’s and out’s of successful Christian lives.
The wheel moves the machinery of the mill, but the stream. turns the
wheel; and if we would trace the motive power to its source we must
penetrate the wilds beyond. So is it in the world of Christian influence.
It is the prayers of the many, meeting together in one grand central
channel, that bears all before it, and brings the mighty blessings down,
and not the efforts of any one single man. All snccessful preachers
realise and acknowledge this. They are willing to share the honour
with their brethren (see Joshua xxii. and last clause of ver. 8), who have
upheld their hands in prayer. But there are always some half-hearted
men (see 1 Sam. xxx. 22) who object to this arrangement. They have
certain sinister objects in view, and think that their ends will be best
attained by ascribing to one man all the glory.

There must be something radically wrong in your strict Baptist
Churches, when we hear so often that the old pastors are dying out, and
young ones are not arising to fill their places. If every individual
member realized his responsibilities, and lived up to his privileges, such
a state of things would not exigt for a single month. God has promised
to raise up pastors after His own heart, who should go in and out among
His people, with acceptance and profit, and he would do it if His people
walked before Him in the integrity of their hearts.

InFipELITY NOT THE RESULT OF REASONING.—In our days, when
it is but too clear that infidelity increases, it is not in consequence of
the reasonings of the infidel writers having been much studied, bat from
the progress of luxury, and the decay of morals; and so far as this
increase may be traced at all to the works of sceptical writers, it has
been produced not by argument and discussion, but by sarcasms and
points of wit which have operated on weak minds or on nominal
Christians by bringing gradually into contempt opinions which in their
cage had only rested on the basis of blind respect and the prejudices of
education. It may, therefore, be laid down as an axiom that infidelity
18, in general, a disease of the heart more than of the understanding.—
Wiilberforce.

“UNSEARCHABLE RICHES."

JESUB, unsearchable ! Thy jewels I admire,
Of priceless riches full, And of them rarely tire,
Tke sum and substance of all Heaven's | When in Thy pure, unsullied light they
treasure! glisten:
When shall T Thee adore, | And sure Thy love I feel,
And triumph evermore, The witness and the seal,
Without onc cloud of sin to mar my ' Which Thy sweet Word hath made, to
pleasure ? which I listen.
Thy worth can none excel, When flesh and spirit part,
Nor half Thy glories tell: We shall be one in heart,
Thou ever-loving, ever-precious Saviour. | And ever rest in undisturb’d communion!
My comfort now, and strength, Till then alone with Thee,
My fullest heaven at length— 1, Lord, would alway be,

Resides alone in Thy unchanging favour. ' And dwell secure in everlasting union.
Churehyard, Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS.
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MR. THOMAS JONES.

Y DEAR BROTHER BANKS,—I am quite alive to the impor-
tance of the VESSEL, as the gazette of our section, making us
acquainted with those sections with whom we have heart-fellowship,
It wonld give me great pleasure to meet with its friends once more ;
but T seem to be almost past all kinds of work, and though it is possible
I might be able to come as far at the time mentioned, I dare not
venture to promise.

Our friend George Banks is very acceptable at Broseley; and,
indeed, I hear good accounts of him all round, as being modest, simple,
and truthful. May the Lord keep him so, and establish him more and
more in the good esteem of the Church.

I feel very much the loss of our Gomersall friend, who had all the
qualifications for great usefulness, and who secured the respect of all who
knew him. Probably you will live some years after me, though yon are
not young; nor without tokens of God’s approbation. May it be His
pleasure to preserve you a long time to come, till you shall see other
labourers introduced to the vineyard, who will stand for the truth, as
it is in Jesus. I know not of anything that we have so much to
deplore as the envies, and jealousies, not less miserable among ministers
than with their flocks. I thank God for the existence of gifts, and His
blessing in usefulness granted to some of the younger of His servants,
and I believe He is not unmindful of His Zion, and that He will not
leave Himself without witnesses. You and I have known some gifted
men who have done good and faithful service by His instructions and
blessing; we have also known some who have lowered the flag in the
presence of the enemy, and after keeping up appearances for some years,
have forsaken the faith, and talked another doctrine; but we can leave
all with Him, who judges righteously, and will giveus to discern in the
great day between them that serve God, and them that serve Him not.

Wishing you strength and guidance in all the way,

I am yours in Jesus,
T. JONES.

Birch Meadow Cottage, Broseley, Shropshire.

THE BLIND MAN’S HAPPINESS IN GOD.

THE following is the gennine and blessed letter of Edward Polhill to
. his friend :— ,

“WortHY SIr,—Yours I received, and return many thanks to yon
for your kindness and prayers. 1 am blind, but, bless God, content.
All that He doth is wise and just. All that comes in His will is welcome.
His choice is better than mine. Eyes might have blinded, but blind-
ness shall enlighten me. God hath not cast me off, but called me aside
into the invisible world. There Jesus Christ is the only Sun. Mercy
is as a sea of infinite sweetness for faith to bathe in. The promises are
as green pastures of comfort. God Himself is the dew, that makes a
spring of graces in the heart. Heavenly truths are the firmament over
our heads. The pure air is the Holy Spirit breathing in suints and
ordinances. In this world the blind have a prospect, and may see the
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land afar off, which lieth beyond the line of time in another world. I
may gay it is good being here. I cannot see outward things; but the
new creature in the heart is a better sight than all the world. T cannot
read the letters in the Bible; but if I have the quickening Spirit, it is
enough. The covenant may be felt in the heart. The promises may
bud and blossom into grace, and notions may fire and be inflamed with
holy love. The veil is upon my eyes; but my work is to rend off the
veil of time from my heart, and to look into eternity; to put back all
creatures, and to have all in God, eyes and all, and this is the greatest
possession. If I have all things in themselves, I have them but in a
finite sphere; but if I have them all in God, I have them eminently, and
in a kind of infinity. In waiting, I wait upon the Lord till He incline
and give me eagles’ wings of faith and love to soar up to Him. Near
enough to Him I cannot be. Oh! that I were unearthed and unselfed,
that my soul might be in perpetual ascensions to Him, my love going
forth in raptures after Him ! Oh! for the circumeision of the heart !
If the film were off mine eyes, I should see the outward world; but if
‘the flesh were off my heart, I should love the blessed God, which is
infinitely better. Through grace I hope to come to that blessed region
where God is all. In His light we shall see light, and in His love we
shall be for ever inflamed to Him. But I forget myself, and ron out,
but not beyond the pardon of my good friend.
“ My kind salutes to yourself, and begging all your prayers, I take
leave, and subscribe myself,
“ Your obliged friend and servant,
“ EpwarD PoLmILL.”

A NOTE FROM CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA.

Y DEAR SISTER IN THE LORD,—I am pleased you have go

far recovered as to get back to Sydenham. During this affliction

1 hope you have enjoyed the presence of the Lord. The Lord gives us

these Lrials to prepare us for that place where sorrow is unknown, and

it is often a source of joy to look forward to that rest that remains for

the people of God. May that sweet hope that is in you shine brightly.

Let me give you a portion of God's Word: “The Lord also will be a

Refuge for the oppressed, a Refuge in time of trouble; and they that

know Thy name will put their trust in Thee, for Thou, Lord, hath not
forsaken them that seek Thee.”

God’s people whom He hath quickened by His blessed Spirit are an
exercised and tried people; they are tried again and again, from time
to time, whether they are in the straight and narrow road that leads to
glory. Now, David here is declaring how the Lord will be a Refuge
for the oppressed, a Refuge in time of trouble. There are special
characters mentioned. The oppressed, and those in trouble. These
will know Him to be a Refuge. ““ And they that know Thy name will
put their trust in Thee.” But how do they know His name ? Christ
says, “ I have declared unto them Thy name, and will declare it.” His
name shall be revealed fo all the elect of God as the Lord, the Lord God
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and
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trt:ith,‘keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression,
and sin.”

This is the new covenant name that shall be revealed to all whom
God hath loved with an everlasting love. 1 have declared unto them
Thy name, and will declare it, that the love wherewith Thou hast loved
Me may be in them, and I in them;” and those that know the Lord thus
put their trust in Him—they all have their confidence resting there,
resting upon the Lord Jesus Christ. He is a stronghold in the day of
trouble; God is our refuge and strength; He is a rock that will not fail;
in Him they stand safe and secure, for Thou, Lord, hath not forsaken
them that seek Thee. These are seeking the Lord. They are saying,
“ Lord, I am very destitute of faith; do bless me with it, give me some
token, some testimony, some mark;” and then they count up what they
bave gone through, and wonder whether it will ever stand, and say,
“(Can I love Christ, and beas T am? Can there be a real change wrought
in me?” and yet wonder where the scene will end. He has never said
to the seeking seed of Jacob, “Seek ye my face in vain.” Those that
are seeking the Lord with their faces toward Zion, God will remember.
They may sometimes cry out, “The Lord hath forsaken me, and my God
hath forgotten me,” but the Lord replies, *“ Can a woman forget her
sucking child? . . . . Neither can I forget thee; I have graven thee
upon the palms of My hands.” If we are to shine we must go through
the furnace and the fire; but He will never, no never, no never forsake.
Praise His name. Amen. .

Yours in Christian love,
G. WHITE.

CHRIST'S NEW TESTAMENT LAW,

HINK of this, if prejudice will allow you to think. All who turn

their backs npon New Testament doctrines and ordinances are,

in that sense, “the religious anlinomians.” A recent penman of
Baptism says:—

All believers on their allegiance to Jesus their King are bound to submit to
this ordinance of His kingdom. Christ’s command to every believer to be baptized
stands engraved in indelible characters in the apostolic commission, and heaven
and earth will pass away before it will cease to be a duty for believers to be
baptized. The term, mathetensate, rendered in the Authorised Version “ teach,”
but in the margin and in the Revised Version * make disciples,” clearly shows
the disciples to whom baptism is to be administered are not infants, but believers.
All who by faith receive the Gospel are the disciples of Jesus, and are to be as such
baptized by the baptism of this commission. The order indicated is—first, the
preaching of the Gospel ; second, the belief of the Gospel, then the baptism of all
those who have been made disciples or Christians through the knowledge and belief
of the Gospel. The Gospel is never addressed to infants, because they are incapable
of understanding and believing it ; consequently they are necessarily excluded
from the baptism of this commission. The word, diseiple, is a correlative term,
implying the existence of a teacher, also that of a scholar possessing capacity to
learn and a readiness to submit to his teacher and the doctrines taught. Christ’s
disciples are those who are capable of learning of Him the doctrines of salvation,
and are willing to submit to His authority and obey the principles involved in the
doctrines laught. But infants are incapable of recognising Christ as their teacher
or understanding the Gospel, and are therefore ineligible to receive the baptism
restricted to those who believe the Gospel.
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THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

-

THE GREAT PREACHER’S OPINION.

HE says we want (not a * Great Paul” in
the steeple), but ¢ We greatly want a bold
voice and a strong hand to preach the
old Gospel for which martyrs bled and
confessors died. The Saviour is, by His
Spirit, still on earth; let this cheer us.
He is ever in the midst of the fight, and,
therefore, the battle is not doubtful.
Meanwhile, what a sweet satisfaction it
is to see our Lord Jesus like a greater
Moses upon the hill yonder, prevalently
pleading for His people ! He is better
than Moses, for His hands never grow
feeble; and if the prophetic hand of
Jesus should grow weak, there is His
priestly office, like Aaron, to bear up one
hand, and His princely office, like Hur,
a prince, to bear up the other; and so the
three together, Prophet, Priest, and
King. He bears aloft the wonder-work-
ing rod—Israel wins the day, and
Amalek is smitten. O anxious gazer!
look not at the battle so much below, for
there thou shalt be enshrouded in smoke
and amazed with garments rolled in
blood; but lift thine eyes yonder where
thy Saviour lives and pleads, for while
He intercedes the cause of God is safe.
Let us fight as if it all depended upon
us, but let us look up and know that all
depends upon Him. Now by the lillies
of Christian purity and by the roses of
the Saviour’s atonement, by the roes and
by the hinds of the field, we charge you
who are lovers of Jesus to do valiantly in
the holy war; for truth and righteous-
ness, for the kingdom and crown jewels
of your Master, against the harlot of
Rome and the many-headed beast on
which she rides, charge ye with daunt-
less courage. Those who gave your
fathers to the flames, and cast your sires
to rot in the prison, let them know that
the spirit of your sires still lives in you;
let them see there is a seed still upon
earth in whose breast truth still finds a
tabernacle—men who can suffer for
truth, and can boldly declare it in the
midst of foes. Never become cowardly
and mean; never despair. Howecanye?
Christ at your head like Joshua, and
Christ in heaven like Moses; Christ here
with the holy Gospel in His hand like a
two-edged sword, and Christ there with
His atoning merits like a wonder-work-
ing rod. Bestrong and very courageous,
and by His help who doeth valiantly ye
shall yet send up the shout, ¢ Hallelujah!
hallelujah ! hallelujah! forthe Lord God
omnipotent reigneth!’”

The Baptism of Repentance. By R. L.

Scars. Of the author, Hatherly.road,
Sideup, Kent. TIf the ministers and
members of “our Churches” have any
lively zeal for our continuance in the
original faith and order of Church
fellowship as revealed and established
by our never sufficiently adored
Redeemer, most clearly established on
the day of Pentecost by the coming of
the omnipotent power of the eternal
Spirit, and practically exhibited and
continued by the apostles and by thou-
sands of the great Master’s disciples in
the earlier ages of the Charch; if we still
believe it to be our privilege ““ earnestly
to contend for the faith, once for all
delivered unto the saints,” then we shall
use some means to set this halfpenny
little easy-reading tract into extensive
circulation. Let us take our stand firm
and continuous; let us unfurl our banner,
and plainly inscribe thereon that
sentence which no other denomination
can claim. Let us boldly declare that
of all the so-called sects,

“WE ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE IN THE
WORLD WHO ARE NOT DISSENTERS.”
The grand old Gospel, and its Divinely-
appointed ordinances we strictly adhere
unto, because no authority from heaven
has been given to us to depart therefrom.
Mr. Sears has spoken like a man who-

loves and is loyal to Christ.

The Spirit of Faith and Courage in Our
Ministry. President Jobm Jenkyn
Brown sets out, in his address to the
Baptist Union, with this fact, that a
large amount of faith and courage in our
ministers is absolutely necessary for the
times in which we live. We have often
contrasted the feminine weakness of
some of our pulpit or platform speakers
with the boldness and courage, the manly
fortitude and spiritual power of some
of the cld Gospel warriors who have
passed away. But when the poor
trembling pastor fully understands that
his continuance in his pastoral office
depends very much upon his pleasing the
deacons and the chief contributors to the
wage he is to receive, it is not in the
power of every nervous minister to gird
up the loins of his mind, so asto court no
man’s smile, nor fear any man’s frown.
The Spirit of the Lord in the soul is the
promoter of courage, of fortitude, and of
an ont-spoken honesty, so much needed
in fully declaring the whole counsel
of God. If there has been too much
weakness and timidity in the gentlemen
of the pulpit of late, there is an army
now coming into the field with boldness
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and force enough to take the whole
nation by storm. Nearly the whole of
the religious world bas been amazed at
the enterprises of the pastor and people
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle; but the
gicantic advances of the new gencrals
and their armies nearly cast into the
shade. for the time being, all the previous
organisations to *‘ savc the world.,” The
free-will and duty-faith theories have
become so almost universally rampant
that not a few fear
THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL OF
FREE-GRACE

will be driven off the land before long.
We have an unshaken confidence in the
TRUTH as it isin Jesus; for, “ even atthe
present time also, there is a remnant
according to the election of grace, which
rempant it may be God is fast gathering
into His garner. so that when the Son of
Man cometh He will not expect to find
any of ‘“THE FAITH on the carth.”
We are treading on solemn ground!
The gentleman who came from Leicester
to fire off his cannons at the doctrine
of election has caused a little excite-

ment.  Some have challenged him
to a paper war. They may let him
alone. The election of grace were

so sccurely hidden in the heart of God,
in the Person of Christ, in the covenant
of grace, in the jmmutable oath and
promise of our Father, who changeth not,
that all the orators in the world will
never overthrow the counsel of the Lord
which abideth for ever. Neither can
they reconcile the revelations of Heaven
with the puny reasonings of finile minds.

The Nazarcth of Jesus, 4c. By James
Ormiston, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port,
Bristol. This second part of * a series of
Palestine narratives” is full of sweet,
soul-exhilirating evidences that ourrisen
and mercifal High-Priest, “Jesus, of
Nazareth,” still has His eye upon the
place where He was brought up, and
where, though then unknown, He so
quietly and faithfully fulfilled His holy
FATHER'S law. We cannot tell with
what pure delight Mr. Ormiston has
enabled us to walk about Nazareth as
it is now.

The Gospel Magazine, The Sword and
the Trowel, The Whitefield Magazine, Mr,
Sears’ Life and Light, Mr. Anderson’s
Stlent Messenger, Home Words, with
«Jumbo ' and his mnarrative, the Queen
at Mentone, Mr. Cornwell's tract on
Annthilation, The Fireside, with the Duke
of Albany, without his bride, of whom so
many photos and steel engravings have
been given, every one so differing from
the others that, like the tales of publie
characters, no one, unless they see her
royal highness face to face, can tell
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whether she is pretty or plain. The
Church Standard brings us a large like-
ness of Dr. Wordsworth, the Bishop of
Lincoln, whose head and eyes, whose
capacious mouth and noble nose, whose
cvery feature and masculine frame, all
conspire to tell you a determined and
decided, a large and laborious mind
dwells within, and that its mental powers
are neither faint nor few—all these, with
a variety of other productions, areon the
tables around us.

Our brother Benjamin Taylor's new
volume is being subscribed for. It will
be a precious shilling work. He is
anxious to get orders for it before he puts
it in the press. Let us all send to B.
Taylor, of Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk,
an order for some, that it may soon
appear.

Book of Health—Ears and Eyes.
Rev. E. J. Silverton.
17, St. Bride-street, Ludgate-circus,
London, E.C. For many years Mr.
Silverton has been practically engaged
in healing the sick, in opening the ears
of the deaf, and in restoring to an
impaired or weak sight, clearness of
vision, and in giving strength to the
“optical instruments.” The immense
amount of benefit be has conferred upon
the thousandsof his afflicted patients has
enabled him to go on from strength to
strength, from victory to victory, until he
has reached a position and a popularity
scarcely second to any of his compeers.
The ears and eyesare doors and gates of
such untold value to that * earthly house
of our tabernacle” wherein we dwell,
that any defect in them sadly cripples
their inhabitants, and renders life a
burden. If, therefore, the great healing
Physician has bestowed on Mr. Silverton
the gift of recovering and restoring the
full use of these important inlets of light
ané of hearing, it becometh us to proclaim
thefact to all who are crippled in any of
the partsreferred to. The perusal of the
two sixpenny books now before us will
do more to encourage the afflicted to
apply to the author than anything we
can further urge upon their attention.

T'he Ancient Milestone, A secret com-
mittee have been sitling on the question
of the issue of the volumes referred to
before. We are waiting.

The Belicver’s Companion: The One
Thing Needful to Make Poor Sinners Riok,
and Miserable Sinners Happy. By
William Mason. A new cdition of this
valuable little work will be published
during the month of June, It was first
printed in the year 1773, and copics have
become very scarce. We hope to give a
review in a future number., Robert
Banks is the publisher.

By
Consulting-rooms,
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

A PATTERN PROGRAMME.

Mnr. JaAMEs GRIPFITHS' FOURTEENTH
PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY AT Hore
CuAPEL, NORTH-STREET, BETHNAL-
GREEN,

Bethnal Green-road is now & grand, long
run from the Great Eastern Goods Station,
in Shoreditch, to Green-street, which carries
you into that almost newly-grown suburban
district called Old Ford and North Bow.
Out of Green-sireet runs a little quiet
thoroughfare called Norton-street, in which
we found Hope Chapel, on Tuesday evening,
May 2, 1882, wherein the pastor’s celebration
service was being conducted. Propriety,
progress, and an approach towards perfection
in the public worship of our Lord, strikes you
forcibly as you enter this beautiful house of
prayer, so excellently lighted, heated, and
comfortably fitted in every modern style.
As we looked on to the platform we thought
if that Midland star of Leicester (Master
Greenhough) bad been present he must have
felt some shame for the ungentlemanly con-
tempt he cast upon those Baptists who
helieve in, and preach in their Gospel
discourses, the clearly-revealed doctrine of
election, which in the City Temple Mr.
Greenhough attempted to clothe in new
attire ; hut which no Spirit-taught believer
in the Bible ever could consider a true fit.
Mr, Greenhough may be capable of making
useful garments for the illustration of other
Bible themes, but in his attempt to undress
“the grand doctrine of election,” he made
such a miserable mistake as to produce the
deepest feelings of sorrow in the breasts of
the godly disciples of our adorable Lord and
Saviour.

On the platform, as we beheld it in the
evening reterred to, there sat in the centre
that Christian representative of faithfulness
and benevolence, WiLLrAM TorLEY, Esq.,
of Woolwich, who was the president on this
occasion, whose brief, sober, introductory
addresses implicitly reiterated Luff’s soft and
holy stanza, wherein he writes,—

*“The Just, who hy thc eye of faith have gazed
Upon thetomb whore Josus left thelr sin ;
‘Who see themselves in His dear Person raised,

Clothed In His spotless robes; while decp
within

Thero swells a new-born life—¢that holy
hing’'—

t
Which struggles from the heart a crystal
spring,
THESE are THE JUsT!”

As we are favoured to take part in these
oft-recurring speeial services, it is stimu-
lating to witness such a beautiful volunteer-
corps of ripe elders, who with prayer, piety,
and purse, come to the front, and unhesita-
tingly demonstrate their grace - wrought
attachment to the grand old Gospel, whicb
has outlived the burning enmity of such
denouncers of God's election as Master
Green-enough has shown himself to be.

In working out the Scriptural programme
of the evening, Mr. Topley called Edwin

Langford to show forth the sources ot ‘¢ the
believer’s rejoicing "’ from Peter, who, in his
first chapter, addresses the ancient scattered
sheep of Christ as ELECT according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the SPIR1IT unto obedience
and sprinkling of the bloed of Jesus Christ,
who are kept hy the power of God through
faith unto salvation, ready to he revealed in
‘““the last day;"” and who, in these sacred
provisions do greatly rejoice. If Green-
enough had heard these seriptural expounders
that evening be must have been conscience-
seared, if he could dare to repeat his gross
assertion that election is never mentioned
except in a few narrow and higoted conven-
ticles, where the same darkmness of the six-
teenth century still broods, and where
‘“ phantoms and shadows are mistaken for the
face of God.” O, Greenhough! we feel
deeply grieved at the boldness, if not the
blasphemy, ot your presumption.

The second part of Hone’s programme was
brought forward by F. C. Holden, from Paul
to Timothy, wherein the great apostle of the
Gentiles exhorteth his son “Not to he
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor
of me, His prisoper, but be thou, O,
Timothy, a partaker of the afflictions of the
Gospel according to the power of God, who
bath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, ovot according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus

 BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN.”

Strong testimony that, Mr. Greenhough;
and which F. C. Holden, with mental power;
illuminated and illustrated, much to the
establishment of those * whose faith standeth
not in the wisdom of ”’ such men as the
Leicester luminary, *“ but in the power of
God.”

“The believer living upon Christ” was
discovered by James Clark, from the words
in Jobn vi. 53: ** Except ye eat the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink His blood, ye have
no life in you.” One of the most profound
metaphors in the Redeemer’s discourses, and
which Mr. Clark opened with indisputable
force. Next came the wholesomely-balanced
orator, and [strongly-expressed divine, Chas.
Masterson, on Peter’s useful appeal, ** Who
is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of
that which isgood ?” Christians, the property
of God, was carefully and comtortablydeclared
by J. L. Meeres, A man and minister whose
praise, most justly, is in all the Churches.
The noble chairman gave C. W. Banks ten
minutes in which to search out those words
of Paul in Heb. xii. 1, 2: * Let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin that doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus,” &c. The little man begged to be
excused speaking at a time when tbe people
were locking at the clock, showing it would
be necessary to put such a pondercus Serip-
ture into an hydraulic press in order to
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express its meaning in a few words. It was
simply a prophetic argument, by which Paul
opened up three lines of Christian experience,
showing first how the saved sinner gets away
from all that would injure him, which Paul
called “laving aside,” a labour which the
poor burdened sinner was enabled to carry on
by the operation of a God-given faith.
Secondly, it showed how the saved sinner
gets on im his course ; he had to “ RUN with
patience the race set before him,” as seen in
Job's long trial of faith; and thirdly, the
words told us how believers safely reached
their home; it was by ‘“looking (off all
things) unto Jesus, who is both the Author
and Fivisher of our faith,” so that

“Tho we must die, vet evil is not there!
The grave is furnished, since the Saviour
TOSC !
Dearth is no longer bony. lcan, and barc ;
We bave been clothed with Jesu's left-off
clothes,
And these are sweetly perfumed with His love,
*Twas from the tomb our Leader passed above:
So shall ‘ the just!*”

Then the choir (Bassett’s strong harmonious
choir) gave us the closing anthem ; and
thus (with me, at least) finished up five
public services in two days, wherein not one
word against God’s election was ever uttered
or heard by the servant of the silently
sorrowful, C. W.B.

[It must be recorded that Mr. James
Griffiths’ anniversary sermon was preached
in the afternoon of May 2 by his intensely-
loved brotlier in Christ, Mr. John Hazelton,
who, under the power of the Holy Ghost’s
anointing, proved “ there is no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus.”” We do
wish Mr. Greenhough could hear John
Hazelton ; hut it will be better if some day
the Master of Arts should hear the voice of
the Son of God, and live.]

BURY-ST.-EDM UNDS.—DEzARr
BROTHER,—A few words to let you know
I am still alive, in health, going on steadily
and comfortably at Bury. We are of one
muind in the truth; things have a brighter
appearance for us during the last three
months. I am watching, praying, hoping,
and waiting to see the result. I trust the
Lord is at work, and hope He will appear for
us. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised. He is my Strength and my All
When He opens a little of His beauty to my
poor mind, then O how I want to love Him
more. The Lord has greatly favoured me in
opening up His Word since I have been
in Bury. May He honour you in your
labours.—Truly in the Lord, W. TooxE.

CANNING TOWN.— Second anniversary
of Mr. J. Brittain’s ministry was May 15.
After tea Mr. Veness gave an appropriate
address, which was followed by the reading
of the report. Addresses were also delivered
by brethren F. 8haw, H, Welsh,W. Winters,
H. F. Noyes, F. C. Holden, and the pastor.
The choir sang several anthems, and the
meeting terminated pleasantly.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

ORDINATION OF MR. EBENEZER
MARSH 10 THR PASTORAL OFFICE
AT LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK.

[We are favoured with a report of the above
services, which we wish to give in succes-
sive nunbers, as it represents many phases
of the grace and providence of God, both
towards the long-established Church of
New Testament order, and also in raising
up a young man of a choice and excellent
spirit. That the very lhappy union now
formed may long continue, is the hearty
prayer of—C. W. B.]

On Thursday, April 27, 1882, special ser-
vices were held at Laxfield in connection
with the settlement of Ebenezer Marsh as
pastor of the Church. The day was in every
way propitious, and many remarked that,
this being the only fine day of the week, it
added to our praise and thanksgiving of that
covenant-keeping God by whose mercy we
were gathered together. The service com-
menced at 2 p.m., by Brother Knights, of
Lowestoft (who was instrumentally the means
of bringing our brother Marsh into the work,
as well asintroducing him to Laxfield), giviog
out a hymn; after which Brother Broom, of
Fressingfield, read the Word and prayed.
G. W. Shepherd, of Mount Zion, Hill-street,
London, then ascended the pulpit to state the
nature of 2 Gospel Chureh, founding his
remarks on Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, and if ever
the “faith and order’’ of a New Testament
Church was clearly, definitely, and fearlessly
declared, it was by our brother on that
occasion. It was soul-refreshing and mind-
enlightening to hear our brother’s faithful
exposition of the Word.

Another hymn, and that ¢ true friend to
the Churches of Christ,”” W. Beach, of
Chelmsford, rose to ask the usual questions of
the pastor-elect, calling upon him to give an
account of the Lord’s dealings with him in
calling him, by His grace, to the ministry of
the Word, &c. These being satisfactorily
answered, he was called upon to state the
truths he intended to preach, or the articles of
his faith. Having heard this with approval,
our Brother W. Beach put an important
question to his youthful brother—namely,
“ If he should at any time change his views
of what is truth, ordepart from the sentiments
he had so clearly expressed, would he give up
his pastoral charge, and not stay to create
division in the Church?” to which the

astor-elect clearly responded, “I wILL.”

rother Beach then called upon the senior
deacon, Brother B. Seaman, to state the
leadings of Providence in the matter of the
Church’s choice of their pastor, which was
done in a most clear and pointed manner.
The Church having heen called upon to rise
to signify their approval of the union, Mr.
Brown, of Friston, the oldest associated
minister, then joined the hands of pastor and
deacor, with a few appropriate and weighty
remarks. Prayer being then offered, the
profitable service of the afternoon was brought
to a close,

Tea was provided in the chapel and vestry,
to which about 600 sat down. At 6.30, the
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chnfel was again crowded ; C. Wilson, Fsq.,
of London (whose kindness to the cause at
Laxfield, among many others, will abide in
the minds of inany of God’s living family long
after His valued servant has gone to his rest),
opened the meeting by giving out a song of
praise. Brother 8. K. Bland, of Ipswich,
then read part of Psalm exxxii., and offered
the ordination prayer. Oh! that we as a
Church, and our beloved brother as our pas-
tor, may receive the full answer to that fervent
petition, which seemed to come from the
inmost soul; then, indeed, in blessing shall
we he blessed. The loving pastor of New
Cross-road, Deptford, John Slate Anderson,
tben ascended the pulpit todeliver the charge
to the pastor, which he did in a most fatherly
manner, basing his remarks on the admoni-
tion of Paul to Timothy, as recorded in 1 Tim.
iv. 16. Cool deliberation, coupled with the
love of a father in Israel to the youthful
pastor, made this charge Zelling indeed. After
the pastoral charge, Brother Seaman rose,
gave an affectionate address to the pastor, and
in the name of the Church, congregation, and
many other well-wishing friends, presented
him with a cheque for £20. This having
been kept a secret from our brother, com-
pletely overcame him, who responded in a
few words, evidently with great emotion of
feeling.

Mr. R. E. Sears, who was for upwards of
18 years the beloved pastor of this Church, the
fruits of whose labours are still coming for-
ward, then rose to deliver the cbarge to the
Church, which he did from the short but full
admonition, ¢ Cleave unto the Lord.” Many
rejoiced to hear his voice once more from that
pulpit from whence he had so often told forth
the story of the cross,and we trust many may
profit from his loving exhortations to them on
this occasion. Our brother Wilson, to whom
allusion has already been made, then, with
his usual happy style, announced the collec~
tion, at the same time giving cheering words
both to pastor and people.

Could we give vou in full the telling
addresses and Gospel speeches of theday, it
would doubtless be made profitable to your
readers, but, as we cannot do this, we will not
mar the beauty of any by giving hasty notes.
The chapel was in a most neat and yet taste-
ful manner adorned with Seripture texts, the
work of loviag hearts and hands, which called
forth the adwiration of all present. Messrs.
Debnam, of Horham, Denmee, of Hoxne,
Broom, of Fressingfield, and others, took part
in the devotional services. After singing
that truly spiritual song; of praise, ‘“ All hail
the power of Jesu's name,’”” one of the most
happy and soul-profitable meetings ever held
at Laxfield was brought to a close with prayer
by our pastor.

[Mr. Marsh’s ¢ Call by Grace,” &e., next
month,]

WINCHESTER.—It isa good thing for
our poorer Churches that, when a kindly word
of sympathy is required, the editor is ever
willing to come forward, witbout a desire of
gain. Very unlike some of the well-fed and
fat ones, who cannot go out without having
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their fee of two guineasfirst paid. It is, how-
ever, written, “* Freely ye have received, freely
give,” and C. W. Banks does appear to have
been blessed freely and richly with love and
expository power, and he certainly gives forth
to his fullest as God gives him. On Sunday
April 23, our brother, C. W. B., gave us a
visit, and preached two sermons. Full of
misgiving, he almost feared to attempt the
work, but we praise God that he was helped,
aud many souls were cbeered, as the great
mystery of God was opened up, and a view of
the mystery finished was displayed. The
writer, with others, was exceedingly pleased
and edified as tbe preacher spoke of the
obedience of the Israelites to God’s command
in encompassing the city of Jericho. Itisa
very common thing, now-a-days, for certain
members of the congregations of our Churches
to say, ““Yes, I know we ought to obey; I
know it is quite right that, when we believe,
we should be baptized, but then ’—well, they
excuse themselves by saying they are ‘¢ dis-
obedient children.” God must be very
merciful, one often tbinks, that He does not
deal more severely with such disobedient ones.
Is not, however, the admission an expression
of a want of love of the right sort? *¢If ye
love Me, keep My commandments.” Love!
Note that, reader, if you are one of those who
have often made excuses for disobedience.
““If ye love Me,” then attest, shew forth by
an act, your love, and confess Me before
men. I have digressed. Many are praying
that the services noted will, by the God of all
grace, be abundantly blessed; cheered we
have been, and so, out of one little window we
are looking, hoping for a shower of blessings.
““ God bath spoken, and shall He not make
it good ?” His promisesare * Yea and amen
in Christ Jesus,” and we trust to realise
their fulfilment as individuals, and as a
Church. — J. SuiTH, Silver-hill Baptist
chapel. 1, Connaught-terrace, Winchester,
May 15, 1882.—[ We wish, deep down in our
new heart, that the pastor of Silver-hill,
Winchester, was more extensively known in
our Churches. He is in the Lord’s hand,
and HE will draw him out in time.—Ebp.]

BECCLES, SUFIFOLK.— MARTYRS’
MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHAPEL.—Annual
teachers’ meeting was held Wednesday, April
26. Excellent tea was provided through the
liberality of Mr. G. Yallup, superintendent.
At business meeting pastor W. H. Smith
presided, and presented to Mr. Yallup, in the
name of teachers and friends, in recognition
of his valued services, as treasurer for five
years and an equal period since as superin-
tendent, with an address and a handsome
family Bible, together with photographs of
teachers (inserted gratuitously by Mr. A. E.
Mount), praying that he, together with his
wife and family, might long be spared to
peruse the sacred pages. Mr. Yallup
acknowledged the presentation in suitable
words, All officers were re-elected—viz.,
@. Yallup, superintendent; D. Stannard,
jun,, secretary; I. Welton, treasurer; A. W.
Abel, librarian. Peace and happiness per-
vaded the whole meeting.
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GREAT YELDHAM. — Anniversary
services for Sunday-school hy W. Beach,
Esq., of Chelmsford, on May 7, proved a
soul-profiting day. Morning sermon on “ We
preach Christ crucified.” Mr, Beach set
forth what it was to preach Christ. Wehad
no need to say, ¢ Thev have taken away my
Lord, and 1 know not where they have laid
Him,” which would he applicable to many
sermons uttered from pulpits in this Christ-
dishonouring day. But Mr. Beach’s dis-
course was full of Christ, from beginning
to end. We rejoice to know the labours of
the beloved pastor, Mr. Smith, of Yeldham
chapel, are being greatly blessed and owned
of the Lord in confirming the souls of the
diseiples ; also in gathering in others besides
those which zre gathered. ~Three were added
to the Church a short time since, and several
moore are going to put on Christ by baptizm
next month. Qur pastor has felt discouraged
(looking too much, perhaps, at outward
appearances, instead of a simple trust in the
sure Word of God), vet his heart now rejoices,
and he can say, * Thou, Lord, hast made me
glad through Thy work.” The unadulterated
truth, through a preached Gospel, is scarce
in the surrounding neighbourhood. Spiritual
hunger for the bread of life is sharp, and
through this famine of the preached Word in
its pureness being prevalent, some have dared
to come out from amongst them, and have
been liberated from that snare, ‘‘ the fear of
man.” The attendance of such with us have
increased, for where the table is richly spread
with the dainties of the Gospel of the grace
of God, thither will the spiritual eagles be
gathered together.—W. M. C., Ridgewell.

LEICESTER-SQUARE.—17, St. Mar-
tin’s-street. Ou Friday, May 12, C. W.
Banks preached in the afternoon at 3.30.
At5 o'clock a good company took tea; all
appeared happy. In the evening Mr. Deb-
nam (president) read Heb.x. Mr. Read, of
Poplar, engaged in prayer. Mr, Debnam
stated the objects and progress of the weekly
praver meeting. Mr. J. E. Flegg, senior
(vice-president), gave an encouraging
address, endorsing the former statement.
The Becretary read the report. Messrs.
Thomas Baldwin, Beazley, John W. Banks,
James Hand, C. W. Banks, and others, spoke
of good things, Reportand rules we hope to
give, with some further particulars.

HOXTON.—~We held services in Bethel
chapel, Newton-street, en April 25. Mr.
Osmond, pastor, officiated as clerk; his
beloved deacon, Mr. Howlett, offered prayer;
J. Barmore, Esq., occupied the chair, and
described the power of faith as known in his
own personal comfort. W. Winters on the
prayers of Jesus; Mr. James Clark on the
prayer of the dying thief and the Godhead of
Christ; Mr. F. C. Holden on the manhood
of Christ, and His faithfulness, as God, in
working out the salvation of sinners; Mr.
W. H. Evans on the sufferings of Christ;
Messrs. Edwin Langford and Henry Brown
spoke on the last dying utterances of Jesus.
The Lord be praised !=—W. WINTERS.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

HADLOW, KENT.—Our anulversary
this year was not so perfecily happy as some
have been, by reason of much sicknessin our
district.  Mr. Philpot, our once useful
deacon, bas been called home, We grieve
for his widow deeply. Mr. Segar also was
absent. Even our valiant George Tyler was
not able to be with us ; but our minister, Mr.
Beacher, has come in for our help, and
‘“ Hope” looks forward for better days.
Why have you never inserted the record I
sent you? Oh, pray for the sound old Baptist
Church at Hadiow ! Not Hadlow only, but
all around us for miles; the Churches want
an ‘* Acsah ” to plead for ‘“ springs of water,”
*“ the upper and the nether springs,’” which
Caleb gave to Othniel and his espoused one.
You know, deor C. W. Banks, the many
rents made in ‘‘our Churches” require a
bold testimony against the bitter jealousies
and secret enmities so painfully prevalent.
Why do you mnot come out faithfully ?
[Alas! we are too much like Joshua, when
*“the men of Ai”smote and chased the
Israelites until their hearts melted, and
Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth
upon his face before the ark of the Lord.
Not Joshua only, but the elders also ; and
they put dust upon their heads. That is the
state of soul some of us are in now. Arewe
not erying like Joshua, ¢ O Lord, what shall
wesay ?” And *the Lord ”’ has not said to
any Joshua in our time, * Get thee up;
wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?”
There was ‘“ an accursed thing in the midst
of thee, O Israel.”” While it remained Israel
could not stand; when it was searched out
they went forth and conquered. How many
accursed things are in Israel now 7]

HORNSEY-RISE. — Eighteenth anni-
versary of Ebenezer (under the pastorate of
Mr. Waterer) was celebrated on May 16.
Mr. John Hazelton preached as solid and as
masterly a sermon in the afternoon as ever
he preached throughout his ministerial
career. We had excellent tea, Mr. Charles
Wilson gave a warm, cheerful, and pointed
address on the mercy of God, and the
Christian’s indebtedness to Him. Mr.
Waterer read the report of the past year’s
proceedings, which showed a small balance
on the right side, Mr. James Griffith
addressed the friends on nearness to God;
Mr. Dearsly spoke admirably to the point on
our knowledge and approval of Christ; Mr.
Meeres dwelt on beiog careful for nothing,
&c.; Mr. Styles gave a speech on Psalm
xxix. 1. Bpeeches were also delivered by
brethren Langford, Boulton, and W, Winters,

HACKNEY-ROAD.—Mr. Henry Myer-
son’s “Shalom ” has been renovated and
ref_aired. Opening sermon was pleasantly
delivered by his neighbour, Mr, James
Griffiths; and some think a new lease has
heen tuken for Shalom; that the Church there
will behold years of the soundings of Christ’s
coming in the souls of the people as pre-
liminary to His glorious second advent.
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CAMBS.—OQur old-established cause at
Bottisham Lode held baptizing service on
Sunday, May 7, 1882. Commenced in the
chapel by singing,—

« Humble souls, who rack salvation,

Through the Lamb's redoeming blood.”

Our pastor, W. White, read Matt, iii. in a
solemn and appropriute manner. He im-
plored the divine blessing. Weadjourned to
the river-side, and sang,—
‘“Hindcr me nof, yec much-lov'd saints,
For I must go with you.”

The pastor spoke from the words,  Suffer it
to be so now, for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness.” He defended the
ordinance of believer’s baptism in a Seriptural
and orderly manner, stating it was the ancient
and original way in which the Redeemer
went, and all theapostles. He then baptized
two seals to his ministry in the name of the
sacred Trinity, in the sight of an audience of
upwards of a thousaud persons. One of the
sisters has been afflicted for many years; it
was most marvellous to see how she went
through the ordinance, walking in the midst
of the stream ! Some thought it would have
been the death of her, but instead of that it
was quite the reverse! There are others
waiting to follow in the same footsteps the
first Lord’s-day in June. The ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper was administered in the
afternoon ; our two sisters were received into
Church fellowship with three others. Our
Brotber White’s ministry is well received
here. The Word Is blessed to the convincing
of sinners, and the edifying and building up
of saints, The Lord is in our midst. The
Church is in a prosperous and harmonious
state. My prayer is that it may continueso.
In some future time I intend (D.v.) to give
the readers an account of the history of the
cause here.—L. E. HEYMER.

WALTHAMSTOW.—Sixth anniversary
of Zion Baptist chapel, Maynard-road, on
May 9, 1882, was pleasantly celebrated by a
company of ministers and people, all of
whom sang praise to God on bigh, and, to
some small extent, hclped to reduce the
building debt. Charles Gordelier read the
hymns in the afternoon, and Mr. Philip
Reynolds, minister of Providence, Islington,
preached the sermon. We heard some of the
keen-eyed watchmen say, *“ It was a sound,
well-prepared, and excellent discourse, as
ful'l of the Person, grace, and glory of Christ
as it could hold.” ~ Should life be lengthened
out, and health, with the Lord’s blessing, he
glven, our young Islington minister will,
we helieve, he a useful leader some day in
the London Strict Baptist Churches. The
Walthamstow ladies gave us a first-class tea,
after which we were all thankful to the great
Physician, Heaven’s perfect Healer, on once
more beholding R. A. Lawrence acting as
President over the evening meeting. He
was cheerful and full of power in conducting
this varied service. The secretary gave ua a
report in a neat and official address. M.
Brown, pastor of Notting-hill Baptist
Churcb, heartily poured forth his desires for

the happiness of the people in the words of
the ancient benediction, ¢ The Lord bless
thee, and keep thee,” &c. James Griffith, in
kind and loving terms, exhorted his brother
Lawrence to be more careful of himself, and
then delivered a soothing and confirming
address on the words, ¢ The Lord hath dealt
praciously with us.,” Edwin Laogford, in
distinct and expressive terms, said, We wish
to live in affinity with Christ and with the
Lora’s people ; we desire to live in the affee-
tions of Christ and of His people; and we
are determined, by the grace of God, so te
walk and so to conduct ourselves, as to
maintain a pure, and happy, and useful hond
of unity among all the believing saints of
God. And we wish to live in the affairs of
Christ and of His Church generally. We
desire to serve the Lord and His people with
all sincerity and truth. The spirit and
matter of the addresses were such as to pro-
duce happiness in the hearts of the hearers.
C. W. Banks gave a short exposition of those
words in Isaiah xxx., ¢ Ye shall hear a song
as in the night.” Zion chapel, Maynard-
road, Walthamstow, is surrounded by an
increasing population. We pray that the
cloud which has troubled *hem may soon be
cleared, and vears of prosperity follow the
seasons of anxiety through which thev have
passed. We enjoyed communion with some
ministers who did not appear on the platform.
Our ripe and real friend, hrother Stanley
(ex-inspector of the post office), Frederick
Green, J. D. Fountain (of Ilford), John
Taylor, a steady friend of that blessed servant
of Christ, J. L. Meeres, and even Master
Lockyer condescended to give us a word or
two. Our God bless and use them all.
Amen.

CITY-ROAD. — JIREH. Anniversary
sermons were preached in April and May by
Messrs. F. Green, Battson, C. W, Banks,
and J. 8. Anderson, and at the closing service
on May 2, 1882, Mr. Henry Hall, of Clap-
ham, took the chair. This kind and genial
chairman made a most appropriate speech.
J. 8. Anderson gave the key note; none of
the following brethren diverged from the
great cenire of tbe soul’s attraction, CHRIST
Jesus; C. W. Baoks gave a calm and
thoughtful delineation of the character of
the apostles, mainly that of St. James, and his
stern and practical testimony of Gud’s truth :
Mr. Banks also drew the attention of the
friends to the kind of man required to suit
the pulpit at Jireh ; he must be a four-fold
man. W. Winters, supplementing the expres-
sion of Mr. Banks respecting the four-fold
man—namely, that he should have the face
of a lion for boldness, the face of an ox for
strength, the face of a man for sympathy,
and the face of an eagle for penetrating into
the truth, Mr, Osmond, Mr. F. Green, and
Mr. Johin Box gave soul-comforting speeches.
The cause at Jireh is in need of help. The
friends wish to raise about £60. to put t!:e
chapel and vestries in repair. We hope for
the comfort of those who love the rich
historical associations connected with the
chapel, that the cause will not be allowed



190

tosink into obscurity. We have read with
intemse pleasure the wmany able works
and reprints by the late pastor, Mr. J.
A. Jones, and consider that the Christian
Church universally is in some wmeasure a
debtor to him, and should therehy contrive
to thoroughly restore the chapel in which he
50 long laboured. A mural tablet to the
memory of Mr. J. A. Jones is placed by the
friends near the entrance to the pulpit,—
W. WixTeRS, Waltham Abbey.

WOOLWICH. — Special services were
held at Enon chapel on Lord’s-day, April 23.
Two delightful sermons were preached by
our pastor, W. Knibb Squirrell. On the
following Tuesday, after an excellent tea
(given by the ladies), a public meeting was
well attended. The chair was occupied by
Samuel Mart, Esq. Pastor explained the
chjects of the meeting : 1. That we might
receive spiritual help. 2. That of starting
a fund for therepair and alteration of vestry.
Chairman gave interesting address, and to
illustrate each point mentioned several
flowers, which led our minds to a precious
Christ. Brother Anderson spoke of a risen
Christ; Brother Cattell of the blessings
flowing from a risen Christ ; Brother Dalton
of the divine promise, “* I will see you again,”
using the fiower ‘‘beartsease” as a figure.
Brother Griffiths reminded us of the glory
that awaits the heliever. Brother Meeres
spoke of Christ as the Lily of the Valley.
Qur pastor moved a hearty vote of thanks to
the cbairman, and to the Jadies for providing
such an excellent tea. This was warmly
seconded by one of our deacons, who directed
our minds to Christ as the ‘* Ro<e of Sharon.”
The chairman expressed pleasure in meeting
with friends at Enon. The collections and
profits of tea realised £11 7s. 6d.

ON THE BORDERS OF BUCKS,
HERTS, AND SURREY.

APFLICTED FRIEND SAMUEL FOSTER,
—You will think I might write you oftener,
butthe LorD knoweth all things. Fourteen
serviees during the last few days have kept
me close to work. Now the crowd of papers,
etc., demand attention. Once more I have
been to Tring, and to Ripley. Tring has
four or five Baptist places of worship. The
prioeipal is what the people call ““ the big
chapel.” It was formerly the scene of the
laboursof the late Mr. Richard Glover. He
served the Baptist Church in Akeman-
street for many years. He died in 1861,
aged seventy-six, and his last expressions
were : —

*“ T shall behold His face,
I shall I3is power adore.
And sing the wonders of His grace,
For ever more.”

Mr. Richard Glover, as God’s servant,
went forth, bearing precious seed, which has
produced fruit in much abundance; so that
the Church and congregation are more
numerous than wmany others of the close

Communion Baptists. The present minister
in Akeman-street is Mr. F. G. Burgess, a '
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studious and growing man, entirely devoted
to his work. Hehas, I think, thirty or forty
years before him. He is prenching anni-
versaty sermons at Prestwood, at Lee Com-
mon, and all around. May the showers of
the Spirit descend upon his soul, and bless
his ministry to the ingathering of multitudes.

I preached three times on May 14, in
Ebenezer, West-end, Tring, where they
desire to find a blessed miuister of Christ to
feed their souls and to build up the cause.
We have many Churches of truth in these
g;rts. I left Tring early in the morning of

ay 15, and travelled by five different con-
veyances round into Surrey, to preach the
anniversary sermons of my honoured brother
minister, Mr. C. Z, Turner. For nearly forty
years I have gone annually to Ripley, but I
was never happier in my life than I was
this year in Mr. C. Z. Turner’s Spring
meeting. My own son John opened the
afternoen service, and brother Mitchell, of
Guildford, opened the evening meeting ; and
on both occasions I spoke for a full hour
with some freedom. Our benevolent friend,
Mr. Green, the wholesale hoot factor, who
favours Zion, appeared this year to be more
ill than I ever saw him. I had a moment’s
fellowship with him at the throne of grace,
and then I bid him farewell. Samuel! it
cannot be long before we are all gone into
eternity, when we hope to meet many mil-
lions of the ransomed and praise the Lord.

Most truly,
C. W. BANKs.

WALTHAM ABBEY.—On the evening
of April 27, tbe friends at Ebenezer enjoyed
a very blessed seasom. The service com-
menced with reading, expounding and prayer
by our warm-hearted brother, Mr. Edward
Casey; and was followed by a sermon from
tbe pastor, W. Winters, who afterwards
baptized four believers in Christ. One of the
number was the beloved wife of Mr. Casey;
her brother also was another, the son and
daughter of the late earnest and faithful
preacher of Brentwood, Mr. Nathan Warner.
The two others were brethren from Epping,
who have joined the sister Church of that
place. Itis very pleasing to know that the
Lord is also blessing Mr. Casey’s labours at
Walkern, Herts, where he has Iately become
the respected pastor; several believers in
Christ were baptized by him in March and
April. How cheering to see the Redeemer’s
kingdom extend in the varied places where
His truth is faithfully declared! To the
eternal Jeliovah is all the glory due.—W.
WINTERS.

WEST BRIGHTON.—Mr. Dearsly has
accepted another three months’ engagement
with a view to the pastorate, namely, June,
July, and August. Earnest petitions have
heen presented for divine guidance, and our
gracious Lord has condescended to grant
unmistakable evidences of favour by answer-
ing prayer, and by pouring out g hlessing on
the Tabours of Hisservant. Six friends have
expressed their desire to unite with us in
Church fellowship.
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ZION'S HILL BAPTIST CHAPEL,
CLAPHAM.

We held interesting services, commemora-
tive of the forty-first anniversary of opening
of Zion's-hill, on April 9th. Mr, Chivers
preached a savoury sermon, proving the fact
of this old Church celebrating its forty-first
anniversary was a result of the glorious fact
of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for had there heen mo resurrection there
would have been no New Testament Church.
In the evening our pastor preached from the
words in Jobn xii. 32, showing the different
objects presented to view by the lifting up of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and dwelling on the
sweet drawing influences of the love of God.
On April 11, Mr. Anderson gave interesting
sketeh of the simple but grand story of the
Saviour’s conversation with the woman of
Samaria, a story which, he said, had engaged
the labours of the traveller, the artist, the
bistorian, and the poet, but the child of God
could realise the real beauty of the story : the
pertect Man, weary and thirsty, sitting to
rest at the well of Jacob, and the omniscient

ower of Godhead alone displayed in His

nowledge of the woman’s history, * Thou
hast had five husbands ; ” then noticing the
tender sympathies of Christ in His natural
love of the hills and valleys of Galilee, the
home of His youth.

After tea the people assemhled to hear
addresses from the pastor, who said 38 mem-
bers had been added since he had been settled
among them. Mr. Andersen gave us hisidea
of theright of God’s people to the inberitance,
as they were ‘‘ heirs of God, and joint-heirs
with Christ.” Mr. Clark brought some
pretty thoughts on ‘“the beaven-horn
traveller’s guide, shield, and strength.” The
Christian’s journey is circuitous, but infal-
libly right. Mr. Cornwell on the motto,
“Gird up the loins of your mind,” was
excellent. Mr. Sears, on the saint’s eternal
Test, took with him the feelings of hisaudi-
ence in his various ideas of heaven, where is
it? In God’sgreatcentre of worlds, What
isit? A paradise, a Father’s home, a home
of glory, Jesus the centre of attractions there;
rest from all labour, &c. Mr. Meeres discoursed
on the heaven-born liusbandman’s occupa-
tion. God the great Hushandman, then the
minister of the Gospel, dwelling on the great
honour resting on the servant of God, at the
same time their solemn trust in taking the
seed-hasket in the morning, and withholding
not the hand in the evening; and concluding
with the assuring promise ot the reaping, ¢ if
ye faint not.” Congratulations from the chair-
man, &c.,and the happy meeting closed.

IPSWICH. — BETHESDA CHAPEL. —
Our fifty-third anniversary was celebrated on
Sunday, April 23, when three sermons were
preached ; morning and evening by Mr.
Thomas Stringer, of London, and thatin the
afternoon by Mr. E. Marsh, of Laxfleld. In
the evening the chapel was crowded. The
collections amounted to £1510s. Mr. T.
Stringer preached to a good congregation on
the evening following, at Zoar chapel, David-
street,
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A VISIT TO OXON AND BUCKS
FROM THE BLACK COUNTRY.

Two personal friends of mine, Mr. George
Banks, from Willenhall, and Mr. D. Smith,
from Bilston, paid me a visit during Raster
holidays. Fired with zeal for God’s cause,
and Jove for His people, not only enhanced
the favoured opportunity of enjoying the
excellent scenery of the district, but went on
a five days’ mission to the surrounding
villages. We would say that the Chiltern
hills which crown this part give a fine back-
ground to the fertile valley; and, being
thickly wooded in parts, and other cultiva-
tion, give a pretty appearance; while from
their slopes and summits are obtaimed some
of the finest views of the country. A plain
of twenty or thirty miles’ extent, dotted here
and there with villages, and other varieties,
give a charming landscape. On Kaster Sun-
day Mr. Banks occupied the pulpit at Askett.
Christ is to the soul what bread is to the body;
He nourishes and supports the spiritual life;
He is the bread which came down from
heaven. The Word was much blessed to the
souls of the people, and it was telt good to be
there. Mr. D. Smith sounded out the Gospel
trumpet at Sydenham. Our brother exalted
the Master, and pointed Christ out as the
only way for salvation.

On the following Tuesday we travelled to
Beacon-hill, Penn, when our brother Banks
preached from 2 Peter i. 1, showing how faith
unites the weak believer to Christ asreally as
it does the strong one, and as truly purifies
the heart of one as of another. On Wednes-
day evening our brother Banks went with the
good news of salvation to Sydenham. On
the same evening our brother Smith preached
at Zion chapel, Wycombe, exliorting the
people to speak the truth inlove. On Thurs-
day evening our brother Smith preached at
Prestwood. The friends gathered together in
goodly numbers, and we felt the presence of
the Lord with us, It isour earnest prayer
and desire that the Lord will bless the visit of
our brothers to the comforting of His dear
people, and, if His will, to the salvation of
poor sinners. Amen.—E. B. LLo¥YD.

“LEAD ME IN THY TRUTH,

TEACH ME."—DPSALM XXV, 3.
LrAD me in Thy truth aad teach me,
God of my salvaftion be;
Great Instructor, I bescech Thee,
Hear iny prayer, to Thee I Hee.
Lead me in Thy trath and teach me,
Wisdom, understanding give ;
Let notsin or hell deceive me,
Make me in Thy fear to live.
Lead me in Thy trath and tecach me—
Jesus is the truth and way;
Tromall errors do thou keep me.
Guide and guard nie, lest 1 stray.
Load me in Thy truth and teach me
To look forward to my home,
Where my Jesus will receive me-
In Iis prescnce there is roomn.
Lead me in Thy truth and teach me
Songs of everlasting praise,
LLovo and blood, and grace and meres.
Be my theme through endless dayvs,
Chatham. J.

AND
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LEWISHAM.—CouLLEGE PARK. The
eighth anniversary, Lord's-day, May 7, two
sermons by pastor Wm. Hazelton ; on Tues~
day, May 9, Mr. John Hszelton preached
from * And be foundin Him.” It has been
our privilege to hear our beloved brother
on several occasions at College-park. The
geueral remark on this occasion was, I
never heard him better;” it was the ¢ old
fashioned Gospel,” God-honouring and very
encouraging to the believer in Christ ; no
uucertainty, for

* The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way.”

After tea a public meeting, presided over by
Mr. Chas. Wilson, in his usual happy and
reverential manner. Brother Beszley prayed.
The pastor in a few opening remarks intro-
duced the chairman. The chairman con-
gratulated the friends in having so nice a
chapel, and that the debt was paid ; remarked
upon the privileges and cheerfulness of
Christians, and the causes for being so;
aliuded to the Sunday-school about to be
established, spoke of the necessity for the
deacons and committee controlling the
teachers; that the same should be sound ; then
called upon Brother Meeres, who spoke upon
the subject of ‘“ A Precious Saviour,” to see
the preciousness of whicb it was well to con-
trast it. As the dark background in a picture
showed the outlines of the principal object,
and enabled the spectator to see that object
more clearly, so a precious Saviour was
brought prominently to our view by the
proclamation of the Gospel. He was pre-
cious from the preciousness of His work.
He is the Cliefest, His work defeated the
ends of Satan; He is precious in His power,
precious in His blood ; for by the efficacy of
that blood we were as white as the curtains
of Solomon. His condescension, ‘“ Come, let
us reason together,”” etc., and then the
triumphant gathering, ‘ Behold, I and
the clildren whow the Lord hath given
Me.”” Brother G. W, Shepberd addressed
the meeting on the ‘ Precious Promises,”
expatiating on the height, depth, and
breadth of the subject, whereby divine power
is piven unto us; first given and then pro-
mised in the revelation He is pleased to make
to us; no promise but that which is the ex-
pression of theeverlasting and unchangeable
loveof Christ., *‘ I have loved thee with an
everlasting Jove, and with lovingkindness
drawn thee.” No promise can ever be dis-
associated from Christ; they were given Him
before the foundation of the world ; they
relate to this life, aad to life everlasting.
Tlhere is the eternal olliteration of the sins
of Nis people cast into the sea of redeceming
merit ; no separation or condemnation ; ‘I
will be mereiful to their unrighteousness,”
etc.; then in dying we had the consolation to
know that He hath swallowed up death in
victory. Brother Mead spoke on “‘ Precious
Faith,” which he said was the gitt of God ;
not the mere assent. The Holy Spirit im-
parted it to the incorruptible seed. The
possessor does not know at first, but its mani-
{estation is evidenced by circumcision of
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hearts, The Holy Spiiit reveals the assur-
ance of faith to the believer, the impression
ot the divine image of the Holy Spirit; the
Gospel engraved on the heart which erases
the image of the fall, etc. Brother Beach
expressed pleasure on being present, and
spoke on the subject of ** A Good Hope.”
All salvation Dblessings must come and be
enjoyed through sovereign favour and grace ;
the blessing of a good hope was contrasted
with the hope of the hypocrite. A good
hope was founded on the verities of our God.
He swore by Himself. The blessings and
advautages of this good hiope were confirmed
by citing his experience at the death-bed of
a sister, whose hope was in and on Christ,
saying, “‘On Christ, the solid Roek, I stand !”
Brother Northover (deacon) briefly alluded te
the past history of the Church from the com-
mencement, and the help received from his
esteemed brother, the late Wm. Crowther,
who laid the memorial sionein 1873. Brother
Reynolds addressed the meeting next on the
¢ Gift of the Holy Spirit,” alluded to the
apostolic age, the hope of prosperity in the
Holy Spirit, Jehovah's mysterious generosity,
God, dwelling by Himself, might have done
otherwise ; the depths and heights of His
love cannot be imagined ; angels cannot
look into it, reason was silenced ; faith lays
hold of truth ; until our Lord ascended the
gift of the Holy Spirit could not descend ;
Christ in His mediatorial Spirit was the
source of spiritual power, spiritual life in
the soul generated and kept alive by God the
Holy Spirit, it is the ground which holds the
anchor; God’s love holds the anchor, and His
love delivers us from the bondage of sin.
Brother Squirrell addressed the meeting upon
the subject of * A Prepared Place ” for a
prepared people; theirs by virtue of the
covenant of grace, and the result of the
obedience and substitutionary work of the
Saviour in atoning for the sins of His people,
the result being that they rejoiced in a
precious Saviour, precious promises, precious
faith, and a good hope through the imparta-
tion and gift of God the Holy Spirit. A vote
of thanks to the chairman, who concluding
in prayer, brought this happy and profitable
meeting to a close-

PECKHAM.—The third anniversary of
Zion Baptist Sunday-school, Heaton-road,
was on Sunday, April 30. Sermons were
preached by Mr. Nugent. An address was
given in the afternoon by Mr. Kempstone
to the scholars; and, before leaving, each
teacher and child was presented with a
Secripture-card by Mr. Crowhurst, as a
rmemento of the occasion ; a pleasant after-
noon, long to be remembered. Following
Tuesday public meeting. Tea as usual. At
puhlic meeting, J. Mote, Esq., was in the
chair. Speeches were delivered by brethren
Kempstone, Levinsohn, and Piggott, who
gave encouraging words. Qur chairman
being obliged to leave, his place was ably
filled by Mr. Fenner. The scholars sung
hymns selected for the occasion, and we feel
we must still press onward, *looking unto
Jesus.”
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LIMPLEY STOKE, NEAR BATH.

Sixty-eighth anniversary of our Baptist
Sunday-school was April, 1882, The vener-
able pastor preached in morning from ‘¢ Be-
loved, now are we the sons of God, but it doth
not yet appear what weshall be.”” This dear
aged man of God seems as young as ever in
the pulpit; he was very encouraging to the
often-cast-down, but not forsaken. In
afternoon Mr. J. R. Huntley (the pastor’s
grandson), addressed the scholars and
teachers from Jeremiah: “ Will you not
from this time cry unto me, My Father, Thou
art the guide ot my youth”? It was very
interesting. On same evening, Mr. John
Huntley, of Bath (the pastor’sson), preached
to a crowded congregation from *“ Upon this
Rock will I build My Church,” ete. It was
agrand building sermon, and the children
sang hymns very delightfully. Oh, the
gardens of Limpley-Stoke rang again with
the heavenly echoes, and the three Huntley’s
—grandfather, son, and grandson—all were
much honoured. Such a trinity!

On the following day at public tea mzeting,
friends crowded the ehapel. After tea we
climbed the steep hills, and viewed the beauti-
ful scenery which the place affords till half
past six, then we returned to a public
meeting, presided over by Mr. Smith, of the
Hydropathic establishment. The pastor asked
our God for a blessing, the chairman spoke of
the pleasure it gave him to meet the dear
aged pastor, and of the importance of keeping
the elder scholars in the schonl. Mr, Sutton,
of Bradford-on-Avon, Mr. Bailey, of Bath,
and Mr. J. R. Huntley, were encouraging to
the teachers upon the power of the Gospel.
Mr. Jno. Huntley, of Bath, was thankful for
the mercies of the past, and hopeful forthe
future; Mr. Wood, of - Birmingham, on
bouse-to-house visiting in his district. The
ancient pastor, Mr. Huntley, said he was
thankful for all the mercies of our God in
sparing him these eighty-four years, and
allowing him to meet on this occasion. This
dear servant of God has heen preaching now
for sixty-four years in this village and its
surroundings, and God has blessed his labours
to the conversion of many souls. May the
Lord bless him, and give him a happy
entrance into that peaceful kingdom, prays

“ONE WHO WAS THERE.”

ERITH.—At a recent public meeting in
Providence Baptist ehapel, Erith, in April
last, Mr. Blanchard handed over the said
Providence chapel, with title-deeds, &ec., as
a freehold property, free from all debt,
insurance paid, and every claim on it. Mr.
C. West, the chairman, acknowledged the
gift in a hearty address on ‘¢ Privilege;”’
Mr. Squirrell discoursed well on ** Prayer ;”
Mr. Dalton on * Promise ;” Mr. Noyes on
‘“ Praise.” Mr. Noyes has preached nearly
three hundred sermons in the said chapel,
and is much esteemed. The chairman, in a
%leasing address, handed over to Mr.

lanchard, the giver of the chapel, a hand-
some inkstand, in acknowledgment of his
benevolence to the Church, which was
received with feellngs of internal joy.
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BIERTON, NEAR AYLESBURY. —
“@Great things the Lord has done for us,
whereof we are glad.” The Lord has heen
pleased to give us another proof of His great
love and power, increasing the Church by the
baptism of eight believers. How oft have the
poor begging family of the Lord besought the
throne of grace in the words of the Psalmist,
“ Wilt Thou not revive us again?’> Now
we say, ‘‘ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
that is within me, bless His holy Name, and
forget not all His benefits,” Our God has
been better to us than all our doubts and
fears. May this encourage others at the
throne of grace. On May 16, we had John
Warburton to preach our anniversary ser-
mons. “ Did not our hearts burn within us
while He opened up the Scripture to us?”
There was meat for the fathers, and milk for
the babes. The Lord raise up many who will
notshun to declare the whole counneil of God.
May we be favoured with that faith of God’s
elect which shall bear us up above all error.
May He bind the truth to our hearts, Out
of these eight believers five of them were
brought up in our Sunday-school, and the
Lord gives us faith to believe that others shall
come forthinto the Church. The Lord grant
the teachers strength to cast the bread upon
the waters, and it shall be seen in days to
come, and we shall reap if we faint not. In
the love of Christ—A LOVER OF THE
BRETHREN.

WALTHAM ABBEY. — The Church
here, under the pastorate of W. Winters, held
its fifty-seventh anniversary, April 20. Mr.
F. C. Holden preached in afternoon ; tea was
bountitully supplied. At evening weeting
W. Winters presided ; W. Beddow prayed;
brother C. L. Kemp rendered great help in
theservice of praise. Brother Edward Casey,
pastor of the Churc" at Walkern, spoke affec-
tionately on brotkerly love; Mr. R. Alfrey
spoke on the work ot the Holy Spirit in the
soul, Mr. G. J. Baldwin on the question
f Are there few that be saved?” C. W
Banks was most interesting on the work of
God among the Jews, and made some telling
remarks on the solemn death of the father of
our beloved brother Mr. Isaac Levinsohn of
Bromley Road Tabernacle. Mr. Banks also
described Nazareth, its pleasant surroundiugs,
and its historical associations. Mr. John
Sampford of Ware, zave with solemn weighti-
ness the deep unfoldings of God's great salva-
tion, and Mr. Holden cheered us with a brief,
but genial speech. The friends separated in
love and great jov. We here take the op-
portunity of heartily thanking our dear friends
for the timely help rendered on the occasion,
in sending provisions and other necessary
things for the tea; and the substantial aid
also afforded by the two loving aud generous
brothers Mr. H. Lee and Mr. J. Lee, deacons
of the Church at Bow, and by our hearty and
equally loving and generous brethren Mr.G.
J. Baldwin, of Commercial-road, and BMr.
Edward Casey, of Cheshunt; with all such we
wish tolive and die, to live again for ever in
the presence of the Saviour we all love.—
W. WINTERS.
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SOUTH HACKNEY.— SPELDHURST
ROAD. Ou the first Sunday in May, 1882,
we celebrated third anniversary of what
may justly be called, “ The South Hackney
Strict Baptist Sunday School.” Sermon in
morning was from the words, ‘ Open, Thou,
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out ot Thy law.” Certainly, a poor
sermon ; but the young people sung with
heart-touching harmony in connection with
our choir, wliich, under the leadership of
Mr. Samuel Banks, is considered efficient
and helptul in the worship. In the after-
noon I was honoured to preside, and to give
the prizes, which, through the kindness of
Mr. David Stanton, Mr. Henry C. Turn-

enny, Mrs. Samuel Banks, and Miss
Morton, were of no mean order. And to see
the pretty, pleasing, and healthy faces of the
recipients of the prizes, rendered the task
nice and easy. Wm. M'Evely Tehan, the
secretary, told us that during the past year
upwards of 100 awards in Bibles, hymn-
books, &ec., &c., for punctuality, had been
made, and that the general attendance was
veryv encouraging. Pravers were offered by
brethren George Holt, Thomas Cadell, and
H. C. Turnpenny. Suitable appeals to the
hearts of the sweet and well-behaved bards
were delivered by bretbren W. Holt, Mr.
Bull, Samuel and J. W. Banks. 1 was
moved in deep, silent gratitude to God for such
blessed words of vital importance. In the
evening we realised some blessed emotions
while preaching; also in receiving in new
members ; and at the Lord’s table, when I
retired and reflected upon the goodness of
God toward C. W. B. and his family, he
could not refrain from singing, * Praise God
fromn whom all blessings flow.”

NOTTING-HILL-GATE.—BETHESDA
CHAPEL, KENSINGTON-PLACE. Sixteenth
anniversary was Sunday, May 14. Sermons
were delivered by Messrs. H. Brown and W.
H. Evans, and the following Tuesday by Mr.
J. 8. Anderson. At public meeting the pastor
presided. Mr. James Dawson spoke on the
words, * He is Precious,” none of us were
born into tbe world religious, and many could
remember when they saw no heauty in the
Saviour. In this same condition tbey would
have remained, but what a mercy they were
stopped in their mad career, and the eyes
of their understanding being enlightened,
Christ became precious indeed, Though for
forty years be had known the preciousness
of Christ, yet in advancing years he felt Him
still more precious, and the prayer suited
him, ‘‘ Lord, have mercy upon me”’ Mr.
W. K, Squirell spoke of “SALVATION.”
This subject interested the mindof JEHOVAR
from all eternity. Angelic beings were occu-
pied in looking into this same subject. Men
differed as regards their view of the meaning
of salvation. What saith the Scripture? It
was connecled with regeneration, and until
we stand in the presence of God, we cannot
thoroughly understand the extent of the
word. Salvation was a divine bestowment,
and that according to the abundance of His
mercy. Mr.J. 8. Anderson said, he was a
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member of the Salvation Army, but did not
acknowledge Mr. Booth &s his General.
How could tw0e know anything about salva-
tion? We owe it all to the 8pirit. In oppo-
sition to the theories of sclence, he did not
believe God created the universe, set it in
motion, and then left it to carry out the doc-
trine of evolution, turning a monkey into a
man ; what next change they had not told
us. No, the universe had been created, and
ever since had been regulated by its Divine
Maker. Like a sealed book, such as John
saw, s0 God from time to time had been
pleased to reveal, little by little, more and
more, and the employment of eternal ages
would be the investigation of truth, finding
new, and beauteous, and glorious truths for
ever. The chairman said, during the past
year death had taken some members of the
Church. A bandsome writing desk and
photograph album bad been presented to
himself and Mrs. Brown from the ladies of
the Church during the past year, and he
took this public opportunity of thanking the
friends. The Sabbath-school was in a satis-
factory condition, under the superintendence
of Brother Green. The financial condition of
the Church was also satisfactory, hut there
was a mortgage dehtZof £800. Mr. William
Carpenter spoke of a banner given to them
that feared God, * that it may be displayed
because of the Truth.” Why did God give a
banner to His Church, but to be displayed ?
Some say, ‘ Oh! I do not belong to a party.”
But he did. He was not everyone's man.
A banner was for attraction and distinction,
and every branch of the living God is dis-
tinguished by some banner. This banner was
made in heaven entirely. God made it with
its inseriptions, colours, and fringes. Abel
fought under it. Although old, it was not
rent. It was a red banner, and was the same
as ever. As standard-bearers they liked tbe
banner unrolled by the breezes, not hanging
round the pole. Mr. James Clark on ** Sal-
vation” said, none but God could have ap-
pointed and bestowed it. Our Christian
experience confirmed it. Every instance and
circumstance led us to prove this truth.
Troubles might come and try the believer,
but nothing could take this truth from him.
Itbrought us into close and eternal connec-
tion with God. Mr. W. H. Evans said, we
were persuaded that God would carry out
His work of salvation to the day of Jesus
Christ. At bottom of the banner spoken of,
he thought would be found inscribed : —
“Yes, I to the end shall endure,
Asg‘sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heaven.”
Mr. Osmond declared ** The Christ of God ”’
was the anointed One, and His people were
anointed by Him. The benediction closed
the meeting.—W. C. B.

ROCHESTER. — DgArR BROTHER
BANKS, — Respecting our noble Brotber
Rayner, he never has heen either & suplply or
minister to the Church at Halling. I love
Brother Rayner for the truth’s sake, and do
heartily wish matters were different. Res-
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pecting * Young Patterson,” your corres-
ondent thinks he is probationer at Halling
or the pastorate. Itis not sn. The young
ram’s horn has often preached there, for the
last five or six years, and the Lord has given
him some seals. There are signs of progress
and increase, and a growing upwards in the
bouds of peace. I know an editor’s task is
not an easv one, but ycu have the prayers of
many. Wishing you every new covenant
blessing, believe me, yours in the bonds of
the new covenani,—F. P. PATTERSON,
jun., who spent thirty-three years in the
service of Satan, but JEBUSs told him * the
wages of sin is death.” He snatched him as
a brand from the fire, and has fired his soul
to proelaim His truth, and now hopes he
stands ‘‘complete in Him ;" and having
been taught in Jesu’s college that, through
grace, sinners are saved, and by grace alone,
he is washed in His blood, clothed in His
righteousness, upheld by His strength, fed
by His Spirit upon the * Bread of Life,”
justified by His obedience, and brought
home to heaven by His hand.

CHATHAM.—* Telephone ” tells us, 50
years since, when W. G. Lewis was minister
of Zion, Clover-street, there were about 300
members, and from seven to eight hundred

eople crowding the chapel. Some few years
ater about 120 left and settled at Euon;
now, I fear, Eaon and Jireh count not so
many. [ cannot say the people who love
truth multiply in Kent. Brother Christmas,
the Jireh pastor, has been ill ; but the vener-
able and valuable brother, William Drake,
of Sittingbourne, has heen a happy supply
at Jireh for the time. I travel down through
East Kent, Sittiugbourne, Faversham, Sheer-
ness, Deal, Canterbury, Dover, Ashford, and
arouad, where the cry is, * We want
ministers filled with the life and power of the
HoLy GHORT, by whom the Gospel shall
prove to be the power of God unto the salva-
tion of many souls,” 1 have thought a
classified register would be useful, distin-~
guishing the *‘ physicians of no value,” the
“miserable comforters,”” from the real, sound
Gospel men, [It would he of no use, the
people like to have the bitters].

WINCHESTER. — The Striet Baptist
Church, Silver-hill, in the city of Winchester,
still stands steadfust in the faith. Brother
John Smith is wall received in the miuistry,
and his co-pastor, J. Eades, recently baptized
the son of the late pastor, Mr. Taylor. It
was a most solemn aud promise-confirming
season, We are asked, ‘‘ Where is Silver-
hill?” Anyone wishing to find it should
call upon our beloved brother, Mr. John
Smith, 1, Connaught- terrace, near the
railway-station, in Winchester. Travellers
and wayfariag men will find the whole truth

roclaimed in Silver-hill Baptist chapel. In

ongparish and Whitchureh there are places
of truth.

RYARSH, NEAR MAIDSTONE.—Our
neat temple, named Jireh, is walled with a
wall of fire, and at times we realise His glory
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in the midst of us, Oursituation is romantic:
at the foot of the long range of ancient hills,
surrounded by fruit trees in full blossom,
which we hopa soon to see laden with rich
fruit. On Wednesday, May 10, we were
favoured with the presence of our late beloved
pastor, Mr. John Jull (now feeding the flock
at Cambridge) ; he was enabled to preach two
gaod sermons, giving us a description of the
family of God, and what they are taught in
the school of Christ, and the preefous peace
they are the recipients of through atoniog
blood. In the evening oursouls were relreshed
again in having Jesus preached to us, and
smne faith given to us; hence we sang, in
conclusion,

‘Mount up, my soul, and rise
To view thy home beyond the skies.”

—Communicated, with Christian love, by
F. P. PATTERBON.

Hotes of the Wonth.
EXETER.—I was pleased to see some friend
wished to know about Mr. Levinsohn's brother.
I have been longing to hear about lim, hoping
he is established in the faith. I cannot boast
of anything,only the Lord’smercy to me. a poor
sinner, unworthy of the least of His notice. It
is because He changes not: His eternal purposes
stand fast for ever. Now may
‘“God your heavenly Father bless you from
above,
And Jesus Christ, His only Sog, warm your
heart wirh love;
The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, still keep you
in the way,
Till He sball come and take you home, from
this dark world away. J. BROWN.

BOSTON.—The widow of the late valuablc,
beloved. and Christ-like David Wilson (who was
pastor at Hull, at Downham-market, at Clare.
and finished his course at Boston) still lives, at
the age of 82; Mr. and Mrs. Bandle, at very
advanced ages: and Mr. Isaac Dixon (of Tam-
worth). anid Mr. Thomas Joncs (of Broseley),
ace yet in the wilderness, and can deelare the
promise is true, “ Hearken to Me, O House of
Jacob, and all the remnant of the House of
Israel, which are borne by Me from the belly;
which are carried from the womb ; and even to
your old age, I Aat He! and even to hoar hairs
will I carry you! I have made, and I will bear,
even I will carry you, and will DELIVER YOU!”
‘What compreheusive and precious words! Well
do we remember preaching from them one
cvening in How-street, Plymouth, when the
vencerable captain walked down the aiste. and
suid, & That is for me!”" This is May 10.1882; it
was my beloved grandfatber’'s birth-day. He
was born on May 10, 1757 ; died, March 29, 1820,
aged 63, It was the first death I ever knew.
I vever can forget it. Dear Sharp, we are all
soon going to part—the onter man to the grave,
the inner man (I hopc) to glory. Amen.—
C. W. B.

RIPLEY.—We had solecmia funcral service at
the old Baptist chapel, Ripley, Surrey. on May
18, 1882, when tho mortal part of the late My.
John Garment was laid to rest. The funeral
sermon was preached by Mr. Collins the same
ovening., The lato John Garment was in his
83rd year, and had faithfully followed his Lord
a very long time. If his life, obscervatlons, aad
experiences, could be fully written, they wounld
form a book of no small interest.
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NEEDHAM MARKET, SUFFOLK.—For the
consolation of many friends, we announce the
report that has gone the round of the Churches
of the sndden death of Mr. Deering, of Needham
Market, does Xor refer to the loving Crowfiold
pastor, as many feared, but to his brother in the
flesh, who was called away from time into
eternity very suddenly. Inthe midst of such a
conflicting dispeosation, we are deeply thankful
to Almighty God that our beloved brother, Mr.
James Decring, of Needham Market, and pastor
of Crowficld Church, is STILL ALIVE, and
preaches the Gospel of the grace of God with free-
dom and power from on high, to the profit and
plearure of many jmmortal souls, including his
own; and that he is in his usual health,
although he laments insilence the speedy disso-
lntion of one sonear to him in the ties of nature;
but can say from the heart, * The Lord reigneth,
let Him do what seemeth Him good.” This is
gratoilonsly, yect feelingly cxpressed by his
fricnd and brother in Christ,—W. WINTERS.

A NATIONAL CALAMITY.—I remember Sun-
day morning, May 7, 1882, when, in seeking the
Lord in our public prayer, before preaching, I
cried out. as though another voice was in me,
that the Lord would have mercy upon England
in this great crisis. I had not then heard of the
sudacen destruction of two gentlemen in Dublin,
by the hands of assassins; but I had a feeling
decp in my soul that something terrihle was
coming, and a more cruel blow has not been
levelled at tke Government of the country than
%as the sudden slaughter of those two gentle-
men—both of them alive and well thisday week,
and koth of them now consigned to the grave,
Wkat can this mean? It tells us how awfully
wicked are those who are left to thesuggestions
of a deccitful heart, and how full of danger is
the life of any man who stands in the front of a
nation's affuirs. I felt a trewbling nervousness
for our country, for our Government, for our
people. Paul's words came to me, *“ When they
shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruc-
tion comcth upon them, and they shall not
escape.” There was a persuasion that the sister
isle was now to have peace; then, suddenly,
destruction came upon two of our chiefs ; and
having no shield, no defence, they could not
cscape. Alas! how soon some z2re cut down;
and we know not why. The political world, the
atheistical world, 'and what may be called the
professing world, all are in commotion. T felt
I wanted some solid rock to sct my foot down
upon, and these words Jooked at me, “Be not
afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation
of the wicked when it cometh ; for the Lord
shall be thy Confidence, and shall keep thy foot
from being taken.” Here you secthe dangerous
state of the wicked; also the nervous fear of
the godly, and the consoling exhortation, and the
positive promises, * ‘The Lord shall be thy Con-
fidence, and He will keep thy foot from being
taken.”

PROMISES PAINFUL 1O NATURE.—If we know
any one thing in the regiou of divine Providenee
more certainly true than another, it is that
special word, *“ I will leave in the midst of you
an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust
in the Lord.” We see this ia true every day, in
unnumbered instances; but in the case of
the widow of the late pastor Plaice, and her two
afficted danghters, it is exceedingly paiuful
indeed. We are trying our utmost to help them.
Not less than a dozen such cases have we; and
of aged minjsters, once nseful and devoted, quite
a8 many. We could point the atheist, the infidel,
and all deepisers of God's Providence, to many
a chamber in which are the fires where faith is
tried ; but the precious promises arc true to the
very letter.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL.

“IT IS WELL.,"”
(2 KINGS 1V. 26.)
YES, Christian travellor to the promised vest,
Though sorc afflictions now thy bosom swell:
Thy covenant God ordains it for the b st,
And, midst your sbarpest trials, It is well.”

Ere stars wero fixed, or cartl’s foundation laid,
His thoughts of love did on His choson dwell,

e view'd them all in Chrlst, their living Head,
And from cternity, with them, ’twas well.

When with the giddy tlirong you run the race
Which leads to woc, did He not break the spoll,

And guide your feet iuto the way of peuca,
‘While angels Joy’d o’er you, and sang, *'I'is

well " ? .

And when you sought to Him In deep distress,
_And low before His throne of mercy fell ¢

Did He bxlmot say, ‘“From henceforth I'll thee

esg ' ?

While your eas’d heart responded, * It is well.”

Amidst severcst counflicts you have fonnd
His presence near, your 1ising fears to.quell ;
And, though unnumbered foes besct you round,
By Him supported,it has yet been well.

How oft, when smarting 'neath His chastening
rod, {cell}

Has some sweet promise cheer’d you in your
And yott have proved -Him still the faithful God
In yéur affliction, and have said, * "Tis well ! *»

When cares for your dear children made you
groan - L
(And,fike as Abraham prayed for Ishmael).
You've borne them in your cries before His
throne,
And found relief, assured it should be well.

Has He not heard and granted your request,
And caused your child of Hisrich grace to tell,
While she with you together have confest
The Saviour's goodness, saying, “ It is well ” ¥
Though much she lov'd, and was by you belov'd,
The Saviour's love to her was greaterstill ;
And though her sickness—death—a trial has
proved, .
His voice is in it, saying, “It is well! *
And, from the throne of glory could she speak,
Of those bright Joys which in God's presencc
dwell—
‘What heavenly music on your ears would break,
*‘Rejoice, dear falher, mother, it is well.”

Ere long yon’ll meet her on that happy shore,
No more to part, no more to bid farewell—

And with her join your Jesus to adore,
Singing, through endless ages, *‘ It i3 well! ™
Milton. WILLIAM DRAKE,

Hruths,

That real gentleman and devout Christian,
called * Dr. Bteane,” dled at Rickmansworth on
May 8, 1882, aged 85. Tor many years he was
the pastor of the Camberwell Baptist Church,
where Dr. Charles Stanford now presides.

On Friday, April 14, our sister, Mrs. Janc
Hopkins, late of 20, Farm-strect, Notting-bill-
gate, fell asleep in Jesus, after a short, but
severe and painful affliction, borne with great
resignation. She has been from the formation
of the Chunrch at Bethesda a consistent and
faithful member, one who loved the people of
God and the house of prayer, and was invariably
in her place when the peoplo of God assemhled
together, Her last hours, though painful, wore
peaceful, and characterised by stedfast hope in
the love of a dear Redecmer, This is the third
vacancy death has made in the ranks of
Bethesda, Notting-hill-gate, this year. May
theae losses be made up, and vacant E{laces filled
by those destined to cternal life.—H. BROWN,
Pastor.




“Bebold the Lamb of God.”

“ Wonders of grace to God belong :
Repeat His mercies in your song.”

Pastor DanNIEL ALLEN'S AccouNt ofF HiumserLr; THE Pingriu
FATHERS; A NEST oF EAGLES; THE PRISONER BROUGHT OUT
oF PRrISON INTO THE BANQUETTING HoUSE; CLAPPING HANDS;
Frowing TeaRrs; THE EssENTIAL WORK oF THE HoLY GHOST,
THE COMFORTER.

T is Monday morning, June 5, 1882. Last Saturday I read Bonar’s
paper on the dreams of the ungodly, and the eternal desolation
into which death ushers the soul when it wakes up in the blackness
and darkness of despair. The reading of this paper in C. H. Spurgeon’s
Sword and Trowel, for June, sunk me down in the quagmire of
unbelief. Oh, the painful suggestion, “ Am I only a dreamer? Harve
I been deceived ? Shall I never wake up until I find myself where
Hope never cometh? There was a kind of East wind blowing over my
soul. Presently these words came in: “ He came unto His own, and
His own received Him not; but as many as received Him to them
gave He power ” (the right or privilege) * to become the sons of God,
which were born,” &c. “Ah,” I said, “I know I have recesved Him ;
He came when I was fast in sleep, over fifty years since. He called
me. He awakened me. He took possession of me; and He has been
with me ever since. In promises, promising me; in commandments,
commanding me; in providence, helping me; in troubles, delivering
me; in studies, instructing me; in preaching, enlarging and making
use of me. Yes, I have gladly received Him; and closely clinging to
Him, earnestly praying to be safisfied with HIMSELF, resigned to His
will, and patiently waiting for that blissful period when He shall
receive me into His kingdom, often wondering however I shall then
adore, and honour,and praise Him for saving such a poor, insignificant
thing as I often feel myself to be.

Now, it was while thus lost in pondering over these things such an
indescribable sensation of elevation of soul lifted me up so gently as it
is quite beyond my power to describe; but I silently said, ¢ Oh, what an
infinite merey to be IN CHRIST, and for CHRIST, by His SPIRIT to be
in me.” Another whisper, and as soft as the feathers are, said, “ What
a blessed privilege to be really and truly a minister of JEsus CHRIST!
Such & man must be always going to Gob; he must be always going to
the Word of Gop; he must be always concerned to be useful to the
people of God; he must be always more or less engaged in the work of
God.” And so the thoughts ran on, until a warm thrill of gratitude
kindled in my soul, and I cried inside, like Paul, saying, *] thank
CHrist JESUS our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that He counted me
faithful, .

“ PUTTING ME INTO THE MINISTRY.
VoLume XXXVIIL—Jury, 1882. N
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Those four sentences, sirs, were, indeed, more precious than any of the
“ apples of gold,” or the * pictures of silver.”

The thrill of gratitude, I thank CHRIST ” (there I saw the Son of
God as the Anotnted, the MEss1Am, in the everlasting covenant; then,
He is Christ) “ JEsus ” (there is the Son of God in our nature, in His
incarnation, saving His people from their sins; still further, He is)
“oUrR LORD” (there the SoN of Gop in our hearts). So it went on;
but I did not design to write thus of myself; for this Monday morning
1 came into the study, and from off one table, overloaded with papers,
books, &c., I just accidentally (as we poor things talk) took up one
packet of The Wilness, many copies of which (from Sydney, in New
South Wales) our Barnabas-like brother Daniel Allen has been kindly
sending over to me. I felt inclined to open one, dated April 8, 1882,
in which my eyes fell upon the following '

EXTRAORDINARY LETTER.

I read it with feelings of soul comfort, of hearty gladness, of most
acute sympathy; and believing the Lord would render it a blessing to
many of the readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, I here give it in full,
beseeching you all to read it, and cause your friends to read it as far as
possible.

1 know you will rejoice with me.

‘Writing to the editor of 7%e Witness, which is a rare journal in the
defence of Biblical Protestantism, our friend, Mr. Daniel Allen, says:—

« ] must in this letter crave a little Gospel indulgence, as I cannot
get from my emotional state of mind at the present time and under
my present circumstances in Victoria. Twenty-five years ago I was
instrnmental in building a house for God in a small village named
Preston, seven miles from Melbonrne; and twenty-two years ago I
went five miles beyond that to preach in a barn. In this service in the
barn God awakened a poor young man to a sense of his state as a sinner,
and led him to seek earnestly for salvation through the great Redeemer’s
blood. He has walked all these years godly, in muck trembling and
fear; hope held him up at times, and fear cast him down at other times.
Twenty-two years ago I married him to a worthy young woman in the
little chapel at Preston; the result of which has been thirteen young
Eagles (this being his name) to be provided for by the hard toil of
wood carting, sometimes twenty-four miles. All who have known this
son of toil have believed him to be a Christian indeed and in truth, yet
he eould not so believe for himself; hence he could not take his place
in the Charch. Ministers and members entreated and besought him to
do so, but all in vain. He was afraid he was not the Lord’s. I have
wrestled with God for him for these twenty-two years—very much at
times. I have sometimes been much discouraged because he tarried so
long at the place of breaking forth of children. Now mark the way,
the mysterious way of God, who ‘ plants His footsteps in the sea, and
rides upon the storm.’ '

“ Last Wednesday I went to the ’bus-stand to go and preach at this
little chapel at Preston. I found I had an hour to wait. As the
Museum and Art Gallery were near, I went and asked permission to
enter, which I was most courteonsly permitted to do. I hastened past
paintings of monks, nuns, bishops, priests, madonnas, and altars, as
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chaff and delusion. 1 then came to the splendid painting of the
‘ Pilgrim Fathers,” with the ¢ Mayflower ’ boat just pushing off shore.
I knew all the history before and after their going; I knew the reason
why they were going. I gazed at the banner streaming in the breeze,
and I saw ¢ Liberty of Worship;’ and it was no use, I sobbed and wept
with floods of tears, for I could not restrain myself. The whole thing
was too munch for me to stand under. T soon saw that I had attracted
the attention of some young ladies who were copying from some subjects
near where I was standing. This calmed me down a little, and I tried
to cease weeping, but I could not. My time was near up, and I was
compelled to leave this glorious sight. I hastened away, saying,—

i+ 0Oh, old Rome, what hast thou done?
O God, what hast Thou permitted her to do?’

The names of these Pilgrim Fathers are many and glorious. I could
fill this letter with them, but I forbear. I will not mention any lest it
should disparage those not named. But, oh, they were noble men.
Charles I. and Charles IJ. might well be ashamed to see their faces, as
Cain was ashamed to see the face of Abel, because Abel’s works were
righteous and Cain’s were wicked. As I became a little more calm, the
following passage of Scripture came into my heart like a celestial
breeze: ¢ Our fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted, and Thou didst
deliver them ’ (Psa. xxii. 4). This was the sum and substance of it all,
and God was glorified in them, and by them, and

“¢A NEW GREAT WORLD'’

was thus begun by these dear Pilgrim Fathers in America.

“ Well, by this time I reached the ’bus, aod was soon on my way
to Preston, with my text for the evening: ¢ Qur fathers trusted in Thee.’
I was received by my dear friend, E. Wocd, Esq., J.P., who is a reader
of the Witness. Our intercourse was sweet, profitable, and mosc
pleasant. Our friendship has been lengthened ont to thirty-two years,
which is a very great mercy, in which mercy, with. his godly lady, we
mutually rejoiced together. I shall be pardoned for the offence of this
unusual detail when I inform my reader that this Christian gentleman
was the means of my firsl speaking in the Lord’s name. If I have been
of any use to the Church or iu the world for the good of men, this
gentleman must be viewed as God’s meaus to bring 1t to pass. After
this kind of communication we repaired to the little house of God.
And here were the Eagles gathered together. There was the poor male
bird and his help-mate, and some young Eagles. This poor male Eagle,
as we have said, had been twenty-two years—ever since my service in
the barn—in doubts and fears. We proceeded with the text from the
Gallery of Art, < Our fathers trusted in Thee,’ &c. I saw the Eagle’s
waters flowed freely as we noticed Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Aaron,
Gideon, David, Isaiah, Simeon, Peter, John, James, Paul, Polycarp,
Austin, Waldo, Calvin, Luther, Latimer, Xnox, Taylor, and the Pilgrim
Fathers. When all wus over, this

“¢POOR EAGLE IN CHAINS,
Chains for twenty-two years, now felt all his bondage over. Oh, how
this poor man, with tears like floods, did bless and praise the Lord
before all the friends in w friendly home close by. He called the dear
Saviour his own dear Lord and God. Like a man beside himself, he
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called the people of God present, ‘My dear sisters, my dear brothers,
O praise the Lord for me, and with me.” He took me by the hand with
& mighty grasp, and said, ‘O my dear brother, my dear father, praise
the Liord for me; let us bless His name together.” Thus he went on for
a long time, as if the mantle of one of the Pilgrim Fathers had fallen
upon him. The same spirit who was in them had certainly entered into
him also, and filled him with joy. He went home, and called his family
around him to commence family worship. He opened upon Psa. xlvii.,
which begins with, €O clap your hands,’ &c. When I passed him with his
load of wood the next morning, myself riding on the back seat of the mail
coach, not being able to speak to each other, I gave him a sign by clapping
my hands and pointing to the heavens, when he at once put his hand to his
heart, and clapped his hands together, and pointed to the heavens, from
which I understood him to mean that his heart was glad, and that he was
still blessing the Lord. This was the import of Psa. xlvii. When he
reached Melbourne, he sought to tell his friends, who had so long mourned
with him, the joy he had found. He pointed to his Saviour’s redeeming
blood, and said, * Behold the way to God.” When I found him doing
this in the house of a friend, he would insist upon embracing me, to
bless the Lord that He had sent me to Prestcn once more. Well, T
thought it was best to let the dear brother do and say just as he liked.
1 knew his natural disposition was the very reverse of what he was now
doing and saying, therefore, I was sure it was not from excited nature,
but from the power of the Holy Spirit. Now he desires to be ideutified
with the people of the Lord, as one of them.

““ This wonderful manifestation of the sovereign grace of God has
filled me with many thoughts, such as the following:—

¢ His decree who formed the earth,
Fixed my first and second birth;

Parents, native place, and time,
All appointed were by Him.’

The inability of the creature appears in this case. He has done all he could
to obtain salvation, but could not. Free grace people have tried hard to
give him peace and joy, but they counld not do it; free-will people have
tried hard to give him peace and joy, but they have tried in vain. I have
tried for hours and hours, but neither entreaties, tears, prayers, nor
words of comfort could give this poor man peace and joy by a sense of
pardon sealed upon his heart. None but the Holy Ghost could do this,
and He has dove it. He has dope it to such a great cegree that not
one of us who have seen and heard him have ever seen it to the same
degree. Fools may tell us that it is the natural senses worked up to
this pitch by the force of speech. How is it that it was not done before
then? How is it that others are not worked up in the same way, under
the same means? We defy all the arts on earth to do it to some we
know, who are now as this poor brother was. No; none but the Holy
Ghost can perform these things.

«T have held about thirty services in Victoria, all of them being of
an interesting character.

“ With much love to friends in New South Wales.

“ DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor.
“ Melbourne, March 27, 1882.”

All one can venture to add here is:—
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“ Grace will complete what grace begins,
To BAVE from sorrows and from SINS.
The work that Wisdom undertakes
Eternal Mercy ne’er forsakes.”

May we realise the truth, prays
C. W. Baxks.
9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, London, E.

LED BY THE SPIRIT—II. TRIUMPHANT FAITH.
By GiLBerT HORNSBY.

“ Get thee up into this mountain, Abarim.”

FROM yonder plain where pastoral tents are pitched the man of God

comes forth. The leader of the people; he from Egypt’s land
of bondage brought them forth, under Jehovah’s guidance, that they
might to Canaan go, where peace and plenty dwelt. But now, debarred
from entering in, he is going to the top of yonder mountain high,
Nebo’s dark height, to see the promised land, and then to lay him down
and die. Not like a dying man is he. Though fall of years, his eye is
not dim; no faltering feebleness his step betrays; none of those outward
signs that indicate a nearness to the tomb. Though full of years, he is
full of life, and might, to all appearance, live for twenty years or more.
Yet still he acts like one that is going to die, and not like those who
know not that their time is np.

Why blesses he the people, and why thinks he thus that death is
nigh ? Is yonder mountain’s top so diflicult to gain, so studded
round with rocks and chasms deep, that fear has filled his breast with
gloomy thoughts, and dire forebodings of approaching ill ? Not so,
for other mountain tops he has climbed unto, without receiving harm.
Mountains that higher were and wilder far than this. A mountain
climber has he been for eighty years and more, and well acquainted
with the desert ways. The parching thirst, the deep fatigue, and
burning heat, to him familiar are. For all of these he has undergone
and would not fear or be deterred by them. It was God that came
and told him be must die, and he believed the word of God, and forth-
with goes, obedient to the will of Heaven, to seek the mountain top
and die.

Not always thus was he obedient to the will of God. Not always
thus did he submit, without enquiring why a sacrifice thus great should
be required. There was a time, far in the misty past, when unto God
he would have said, This cannot be, I am hearty, and hale, I am
gay and strong, and wherefore should I die. or think of death? Like
this he acted eighty years before. His creature confidence it then was
great, but God had taught him many a lesson in the intervening years.
The lessons that we all must learn, if we to God acceptable would be,
and do the work that heaven has appointed us.

While yet an honoured son in Pharaoh’s house, the thought arose
and grew, that he should be the one to lead the chosen forth from
brick-yard labour to the promised land. He felt a fitness for the work,
and went unto his labour-stricken race, strong in the thought thau
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they would recognise in him the man that his own consciousness
declared he was. He hesitated not to interfere, and with high hand
maintain the cause of right, expecting that his brethren all would
bow to his decree. But no, the time had not arrived. The time when
God His chosen people would send forth; and they beheld in him a
violent man, a man of blood, but not the man that should from bondage
lead them forth.

He was the man, true prescience guided him; yet all unqualified he
was, and learning much required, before all it and perfect in the sight
of God he stood. Forty years of teaching he did need. An education
in the desert wild, where God alone the Teacher was. Much there was that
must be learned; much, too, that must unlearned be, before the man of
meekness he became; that from Egypt’s land the chosen led, and
acted well the part that God assigned. Faith had he in himself, but
that must be replaced by faith in God. For self, however great it may
be, can do no good. Talents, however brilliant they may be,
vet feeble pillars are, on which to raise a work for God. All
fitness and capacity in God must centred be if we would do a work
for man or heaven. All other consciousness than this will land us
wrong, and we to isolation may be driven, the depths of our own hearts
to know. The helplessness of human might to learn, ere we are glad
to take the aid of heaven. We need not fear though long the time of
training be, that some one will step in and do the work we felt we were
destined to do, and without which we shall feel our lives to be a thing
that is incomplete. TWhen we have learned to do the will of God, and
work when He commands, though all unfit we feel the work to do, He
will lead us forth to do the work that He intended us to do, and it will
be the very work we longed to do. There is a niche that we must
fill, a little bit of work that we must do; that will remain unfilled,
nndone, till we be ready. If all is surrendered to the will of God,
our faith in Him will strengthen every day. In work and out of work
it still wil: grow, till trost in Him becomes the very nature of our
souls, and not a plant that weakly is and like to die. And when old
age comes on, and death draws nigh, willing we will be to mount the
mountain top and rest alone, or cross the current strong that flows in
yonder valley dark, where noisome vapours are. No respite shall we
crave, no little lingering on below to finish up our wee bit work.
Our work will all be done, and we shall know it. It was thus this
man of God had learned his work was done, and willing was to climb
the mountain high, and die alone; yet not alone, he knew that God was
near, and evermore would so remain. And though the silent wastes of
space might him surround, and brothers none be nigh to close his
drooping eye, he faltered not, nor wished his fate could be reversed;
content he was to die where God desired, and leave with Him the
issue of it all.

THE grace of God is given to the mind, yet it may influence all the
powers of the soul.

We shall never be satisfied on any doctrine of Scripture if we
desire any other argument than ““Thus saith the Lord.”
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A SWELET PERFUME.
By WiLLiam Prick.

“Thy name is as ointment poured forth.”—Song of Solomon i. 3.

ONLY those who know the blessed Jesus experimentally can use
such an expression as this. This is indeed the voice of the
Church, as she cries out with joy and praise. “Thy name is as oint-
ment poured forth.” How sweet are the Canticles to those who have
been brought into union with Jesus, the Beloved. Surely He is all that
He is described to be to His people; yea, infinitely more than heart can
realise, or tongue can speak. Three sweet thoughts strike ns:—
I.—THE CHURCEH’S BoagT OF CHRIST'S NAME. “Thy name.”

1. Tt is a God-given name. *Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for
He shall save His people from their sin,” was the message from God to
Joseph in a dream; sothat the name signifies Saviour,” “ the Redeemer,”
“the sent One.”

2. It is a simple, easy name. What child cannot prattle it ? How
easy to repeat by mother’s knee at night !

3. It 1s a precious name, since it is the only name whereby we must
be saved, ‘ For there is no other name under heaven given amongst
men whereby we must be saved. One aged pilgrim lay a-dying. The
relatives and friends watched around the bed. One after the other they
inquired whether he knew them. But no response. His wife bent over
and said, “ My dear, do you know me?” No answer. Then one
whispered, “ Do you know Jesus ? ” Now his face is lit as with an
heavenly radiance. No voice to be heard ; but he knew that name
which is ¢ above every name.”

II.—WuaT THAT NAME 18 COoMPARED UNTO. “ Thy name is as
ointment.”

1. Because He s costly. The alabaster box of cintment with which
Mary anointed Him was very costly; but who or what can be compared
with Christ? He stands alone matchless; all else is insignificant,
compared with Him.

2. Because of His fragrance. How sweet was the fragrance from
calvary. Wrath appeased; justice satisfied; the sinner free; death
vanquished; Satan conquered. A willing sacrifice; for He has ¢ loved
18, and hath given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet smelling savour.” Sinner, have you been brought to Calvary
to inhale this sweet perfume, a Saviour’s blood? ¢ For without shedding
of blood there is no remission.”

3. Because of His healing power. He is the “ Balm of Gilead,” and
the true Physician for sin-sick souls. Has the law cut you with its
piercing sword ? Do you say, with one of old, ¢ All my bones are out
of joint. I am poured out like water.” Take heart, Christ has all
power to heal, and will.

1I1.—THE NaME PoureD FOrTH.  As ointment poured forth.”

1. The blessed Spirit only can do this vitally, but instrumentally
Christ's servants pour Him forth, as it were, by extolling Him. They
extol His power, and His love to redeem; his grace * to save unto the
uttermost them that come unto God by Him.” Ye heralds of the cross,
extol Him, ‘‘ for He is worthy.”
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2. We may pour forth His name by conversing about Him, ss we
meet together and exchange thoughts one with the other in our pilgrim
march, as we talk about Him and the future prospects of bliss, like the
two disciples going to Emmaus, “ our hearts will burn within us with
holy rapture while He talks to us by the way.

3. Can we nol pour forth His name by holy services 2 Of one it was
said, “ She hath done what she could.” Surely there is something to do
in the vineyard. Little ones to teach; enquiring ones to point out the
way; sick ones to visit; pillows to be smoothed. Oh! there is plenty
to do for Jesus. Let us do what we can in return for what He has done
for us. Soon the night will come. The shadows are lengthening.
Jesus is coming. Hark! do you not hear His chariot wheels? Listen,
as He cries, “Behold, 1 come quickly.” May we respond, *‘ Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.”

Bath, June 3, 1882.

“THE TRUE CHRIST OF GOD!”

“ HE REVIEW ” is coming forth with the overflowing errors of the

time. These errors misrepresent both THE PErsoN and the
substitntionary sacrifice of THE ETERNAL SoN oF Gop. In fact,
the schools, Churches, halls, and streets are filled with heterodox
auncuncements of everyshade. That long and well-known writer, James
Johnstone, Esq., of Edinburgh, has published a letter in which he refers
to the errors of H. B. Elliott, in the Evangelical Review; and from Mr.
Johnstone’s letter I quote the following lines, which gloriously exalt
“rgE CHRIST OF GoD.” Mr. Johnstone shows how the writer in the
Evangelical Review perverts Col. i. 15. I will not print the perversion,
but give Mr. Johnstone’s words. He says:—

“ This is a perversion of Col. i. 15, which in the received version
reads, ¢ the first-born of every creature.” But the Greek word really
means born before all creation. The text runs thus: ¢ Who is the image
of the invisible God, born before all creation, for by Him all things were
created: the things in the heavens, and the things upon the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities,
or authorities, all things by Him and for Him were created, aud He is
before all, and all things in Him consist’ (Col. i. 15—17). The fore-
going passage clearly establishes that Christ was born, not created; that
He was no part of creation, He was the Author of creation.”

In opposition to Mr. Elliott’s contention for the doctrine of a
universal atonement, Mr. Johnstone writes:—

“The Scriptures contain abundant proof that there was a covenant
or agreement between God the Father and His ouly hegotten Son, that
the latter would take upon Hiraself the human form and suffer and die,
that He might make atonement for the elect; thereby establishing the
sovereignty of the Father in election according to Christ’s words: * No
man can come unto BMe except the Father draw him.” It was
not a8 the first of creation, but as a covenant Head that Christ made
atonement; hence the atonement was not for all creation, but for those
for whom the Father and the Son covenanted. This scriptural doctrine
Mr. Elliott denounces as being ‘arbitrary,” and hereby Mr. Elliott sets
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himself up to be God’s judge, and the editor of the Review considers snch
Gtod-dishonouring writings fit for his readers.”

Yes! and nearly all the bishops and editors everywhere, almost all
the students, supplies, and pastors, now preach as though the final
resull of the Redeemer’s sufferings depends npon a man’s “ accepting the
offered mercy.” Read the sixth of John right through; read Paul to the
Ephesians, Our Lord shews clearly His saving work was for those Hig
Father had given unto Him; they are drawn unto Him by the FATHER,
through the grace of the SpiriT. All these given ones 8EE CHRIST by
the SPIRIT'S revelation of Him in their souls; they believe oN CHRIsT,
they believe 1NTO CHRIST. They come to Himin the faith and feelings
of their gouls, and CHRIST solemnly declares He never will cast them
out; He never will (as one old version reads) *shut the door against
them;” but He will raise them up at the last day, and He will present
them sound and whole before His Father’s face, at the making up of the
jewels. 'This is *“ a mys/ery, made known to some.” They shall be to
the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved. All the rest we must leave to the honour of a just and
righteous God. In this faith my soul hath lived more than fifty years;
in this faith, by grace divine, will fall asleep,—

C. W. B.

“ON EARTH PEACE! GOOD WILL TOWARDS MEN!”
“ When shall THAT DAY, dear LORD, appear?”

EVER, since the days of Solomon’s supremacy, has there been a
general peace on the earth. Surely the days are nof YET come,

of which it is said: *In His days shall the righteons flourish, and
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.” No! * The Prince
of peace” is the last of the letters in Isaiah’s prophetic name. The
earth has been saturated with the blood of the saints for centuries.
‘Wars and persecutions have been rife on all hands; and eveu now there
are clouds, calamities, and curses, blighting the efforts and the hopes of
the real Christian. But ¢ the Prince of Peace ”” will come, in His own
time, then shall there be “ Peace on earth, and good will toward men.”

WE WAIT FOR HIS COMING.

Meanwhile, it is terrible now and then to see the under-current working
of Jesuits, of Nihilists, of the emissaries of the Auti-Christ, who are in
league with “ the Prince of the power of the air;” *the Spirit which
now worketh in the children of disobedience,” and who are full of enmity
against the only “ way To Gop:” the only real “TruTH,” who came
down from the highest throne, and who alone can give unto us “ eternal
life.”” Painful, dangerous, and destructive conspiracies are now every-
where at work. Here is an unmistakable witness.

Mr. Thomas Firminger, of Peckham, sends us the following note:—

MY DEAR SIR,—I hope you will pardon me, and not think I am rade; but
being a subscriber to the Monthly Record of the Protestant Evangelical Mission, and
looking it over, I saw a very excellent and praiseworthy letter, written to Lord
Hartington by Robert Steele. Knowing that your publication has a wide circula-
tion, I thought it might be the means, in God’s hands, of opening the eyes of some
to the awful state of the times in which we live. If you could find room in the

VEsseL for it I think it would do some good.
I remain, yours sincerely, THOS. FIRMINGER.
o]
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Mr. RoBERT STEELE, the honourable Secretary of the “ Protestant
Evangelical Mission,” and the Editor of The Monthly Record, we have
known for many years, and have strong confidence in all that proceeds
from his pen. Therefore, in accordance with Mr. Firminger’s solicitude,
we quote the following from The Monthly Record, for June:—

“ LETTER To LORD HARTINGTON.

“The following letter was delivered by special messenger at the India
Office, May 17:—

“Tae MosT HONOURABLE
Tre MArquis or HarTINGgTON, M.P., P.C,, ETC.

“My LorD MARQUIS,—The atrocious assassination of your brother,
Lord Frederick Cavendish, and Mr. Burke, in Dublin, on the 6th inst.,
has somewbat disturbed the repose of many who were selfishly secure.
It has also forced others to more serious anxiety as to what can and ought -
to be done.

“Tt is, doubtless, with a view of promoting the ends of justice that a
very trustworthy correspondent has favoured me with a statement which
he has asked me to forward to your Lordship—but without his name.
The substance of his communication is this. He was in Madrid when
General Prim was assassinated. The General and Roque Barcia, as
friends of freedom and the people, had made themselves obnoxious to the
Jesuits. They became marked men, and their death was determined on.
The services of four imprisoned criminals were secured for the murder of
General Prim. They had large promises made to them; drink, money,
and arms were given them. They fell apon their victim in his carriage,
in a narrow street near his own house, filled his body with bullets and
grape shot, and returned to their prison. No one thoaght of looking in
a prison for the murderers. Roque Barcia was charged with the murder
of his friend and fellow patriot, and, accordingly, imprisoned. My
friend concludes his narrative by saying, ¢ Such are Jesuits—children of
Cain.’

“ With this communication, my Lord, may I be allowed to state one
or two circomstances that lead me to fear for the future security of
ExGLISH society wherever what is called the /rish element, but which I
as an Irishman call the Papal element, prevails. For thoagh an Irish-
man unsophisticated is one of the best of men, yet, filled with Popery, he
is one of the most deceitful and malignant.

“In 1854 I formed the acquaintance of an Irish Roman Catholic in
the North of England. In friendly chat we differed in our views of the
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, to the belief of which he, though
always a Roman Catholic, had only just become a convert. A Priest
from a neighbouring town was to lecture on the subject that evening,
and my friend asked me to go. I went. DBut when we got to the place
we found the meeting was that of a religious Brotherhood, and was being
held with closed doors. My friend asked me to use a sketch-book I had
in my hand a8 a note-book, and he would introduce me as a Reporter
for a Roman Catholic paper.

“ The Chairman was a Canon of the Roman Catholic Cathedral of
Salford, the Lecturer a Priest. That night I heard it approvingly
suggested by Lecturer and Chairman that the Queen should be dethroned,
and Prince Albert treated as an Irish landlord; that Roman Catholic

“May 16, 1882.
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soldiers should shoot their Generals rather thun the enemy, unless the
Priests were allowed what they wanted. The conduct of Popes ‘whipping
Kings into obedience’ was loudly applauded, while the conduct of
Protestants in praying, to God to change the heart of the Sovereign for
good was laughed to scorn; and the audience was asked to follow to the
lowest hell with their curses the Reformers who interfered with the policy
of the Pope.

“This wicked conduct of Canon and Priests I published, giving
names and dates. Did the Government prosecute those seditious, wicked
men? Far from it! When, some time after, a Protestant lecturer was
about to give a course of lectures in the same town, this same Canon
swore that if he was allowed to do so, there would be blood shed, and
the big works of the town would be burnt. And on this ‘ information,’
by this seditious Canon, the Protestant Lectorer was imprisoned by
the Wesleyan Mayor of the town, no crime whatever being alleged
against him!

Tt is such men as this Canon, I fear, that the advisers of the Queen
have taken into their confidence, and their connsel they long appear to
have followed. .

‘ Let merelate another circumstance:—An old Catholic Priest, whose
friends had done good service to the Government, and whose loyalty
subjected him to much persecution by Cardinal Wiseman, so much so
that he who was made a Priest ‘ of the City and of the world” by Gregory
XVI. at Rome, was afterwards put under the Ban of the Inqguisition in
London, told me that Cardinal Wiseman counld have any man in England
that he liked murdered ! I asked him how soch a thing could be done
in England! In explanation he said the Cardinal or his friends would
find the agents, and the Government would stand aside to allow the
Cardinal’s friends to carry out their work. He gave examples.

“This statement has been confirmed by what has since happened in
the case of Mr. Wm. Murphy. * This good man, against whom no crime
was alleged, was murdered under Priestly direction at Whitehaven, in
broad daylight, by three hundred men, who marched five miles for the
purpose! The forty policemen of the town were kept out of the way, it is
gaid, to allow them to do the terrible deed of blood in peace! As a
matter of fact, the Superintendent of Police came upon the scene at the
close of lhe affair, unarmed and alone, and not a single man was
apprehended for several days after !

“The loyal, patriotic, and, therefore, ‘ bauned’ Priest to whom I
refer, informed me that in his ministry as a Priest, he had heard the
Confessions of several men employed by the Jesuits, whose sole vocation
was ¢ to Murder or drive to Madness’ those who hindered ¢ the Church,’
or had rendered themselves obnoxious by aiding those who hindered the
executions of their schemes for obtaining absolute control over all.

“ An incident connected with the explosion at Clerkenwell may not be
without interest. I was informed on good authority that the man who
wheeled the barrow of powder up to the walls of ‘a great gaol in the
heart of the metropolis, to break it open,’ so as toset Fenians loose upon
society, was at once provided with a home in a ¢ Religious House,” where
he continued until his death. But if such deeds justify legislation
involving robbery, treachery, murder, and treason, as Mr. Gladstone
appears to consider, what else can we expect than the present confusion?
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“The following incident, told by an Irish Priest from several public
platforms in London, of a Roman Catholic Bishop who voted for the
supervision of the Government over appointments made by the Pope in
Ireland, is not without significance. Soon after the vote of Loyalty by
the Bishop, the  Italian Prisoner’ was sent down from Dublin on his
deadly errand, and was only defeated by the Bishop’s brother being
informed of the fell purpose of the Italian. He rode by the same con-
veyance as the  Poisoner,” and reaching the Bishop’s residence first,
urged his brother to at once harness his horses and ‘ make an inspection
of his diocese’ 80 as to get out of the way of the Pope’s messenger.

“Oh, that England had helped Ireland to repel Jesuit influence
instead of rivetting upon her, by means of the Jesuit College of
Maynooth, a yoke more terrible than was ever forged for felon or
maurderer.

“ The worst phase of the matter is that all the crimes and atrocities
which now disgrace and imperil our country are the natural, and indeed
necessary, Tesults of the operation of laws which the Government, with
the consent of the masses, have enabled the Papal Hierarchy to set up
and enforce. They are also ¢n perfect harmony with the promises made
by ¢ the greatest Englishman living,” and, in the opinion of some, the
most dangerous accomplice of lawless spoilers, as understood by those to
whom was promised the boon of being ¢ governed according to their own
ideas,” provided they could, by hook or by crook, bring the objects of
their lusts € within the range of practical politics.” And I can see no good
ground, my Lord, for expecting deliverance from our present evils except
by humiliation before the LoRD, for our fearful departure from Law
and Justice, and by the re-establishment of the authority of God among
us, a8 LoRD and LAWGIVER, and under Him, the authority of our
gracious Sovereign.

« 1 send with this homely statement of facts—similar facts having
influenced my life in favour of freeing poor Roman Catholics from the
galling chains of Popery in its worst form—two pamphlets * by the late
Robert James M’Ghee, than whom no kinder or more patriotic Irishman
ever lived. They will, my Lord, place before you authorities whose
testimony cannot be impugned, showing that the misery peculiar to
Ireland is the necessary result of the operation of Papal laws, whose
object is to subvert the authority of the Queen in favour of the Pope,
and to make the word of a Popish Priest more binding on the
conscience§ of Roman Catholics than the word of the living and true
God. I am, My Lord Marquis,

Your very obedient and faithful servant,
RoBERT STEELE.

THE STARS FROM EVERY PLANET HAVE FALLEN.

N less than eighteen months, the * chief men” in every department
of society have been laid low in death. From the moment when
Charles Reed went suddenly from us, down to the fall of Garfield and
Garibaldi, there has been a continued sweeping from off the earth of
the leading spirits of the nineteenth century. Kven our beloved Queen
Victoria has not escaped the attempts of some of the fanatics of the

“ Letter to the Queen " and ¢ Letters to Electors,” 4d. each,
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lower orders; but, we render thanks unto the Lord for His guardian
care of England’s monarch, who, through many seas of tribulation,
anxiety and sorrow, has been preserved and permitted to pass that
critical period, her 68rd year. Out of the long list who have lately fallen,
we know of none who have been more useful in refining the tastes, in
instructing the minds, in giving a beautiful, a moral, a purely edifying
tone to millions of the people who dwell on the many shores of the
civilized world than was

HeNrRYy WaDSWORTH LONGFELLOW,

of whom, in a condensed form, it may be written, *“ He was a healthy
youth, an honourable and nseful man; reached a venerated old age, and
died a hale patriarch, in full possession of all his splendid facalties!”

The saving, the creating, the sanctifying power of the SpIRIT oF
Gop is not confined,—not exclusively limited,—to those blessed men
who have been called to preach the Gospel, with the HoLy GHOST sent
down from heaven. Nay,such magnificent intellects as Martin F. Tupper,
as Longfellow, as Cowper, as Frances Ridley Havergal, and many
others (whose writings are found in the mansions of some of the
nobles, and in the libraries of the higher orders of society), who
bad in their souls “a deep that coucheth beneath,” a profoundly
reverential faith in the ETER¥AL JEHOVAH, in the ETERNAL
Carist oF Gon! They dared not so rashly, so vainly, so pre-
sumptuously to hurl, hither and thither, their exclamations and
declamations, as many of the violent pulpit men of our age hesitate not
to do; but, in the rich, river-flowings of their mental powers, there shine
forth the fruits of their faith in the Covenant Head of the predestinated
family of God. They saw “ THE Kine 1IN HiIs BEAUTY!” they had
visions of “ the land of far distances;” and, in the silent seasons of their
meditations, their allusions to the “Hiex anxD LorTr ONE, who
inhabiteth eternity,” were clothed in language bespeaking a godly fear
with a SPIRIT wrought faith, which to the pure mind is more precious,
more profitable than the violent bellowings of some of the balls of
Bashan. As in the evening-tide of this, our working day, we occasion-
ally take a walk in the garden of these genuine poets, we often wish we
could, for ourselves, and for others, inhale a little of that blessed * S8outh
wind” which our Saviour sometimes commands to “ blow upon His
garden that the spices might flow forth.” Lord! help me, in this way,
to be of some use.

THE WORD FOUND,

In  THE ConvicTioN AND CONVERSION OF AN OLp Max's Soul,
ArTER BrING Sown NEARLY ONE HUNDRED YEARS.

WO hundred years ago, John Flavel, of Dartmouth, in England,
driven out of his pulpit by the persecuting Act of Uniformity,

was preaching in an open field. With his wonted earnestness and
affectionate fervour of address, he spoke of the dreadful curse resting on
all who love not the Lord Jesus Christ. Among the listeners on that
day was a youth of fifteen, who heard the solemn words of the preacher,
and went away as though he heard them not. Some of noble birth and
of high intellectual culture were so deeply affected that they fell sense-
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less upon the ground. Buat that thoughtless young man only listened
and looked on as if he were a disinterested spectator. Soon afterwards
he began a roving life upon the seas, and finally settled down for a
permanent home—a faithless and a prayerless man—in America. Mean-
while, Flavel continued to preach the Gospel which he loved, amid
persecutions and many sorrows; and when the last joyful summons came
he went home to God in peace.

Eighty-five years passed by, from that day of field-preaching at
Dartmouth; and the boy of fifteen was now a man of a hundred years,
and still a wanderer from God. The quick susceptibilities of youth had
died in his old and guilty heart long ago. No ordinary faith could have
believed that the seed-corn of Divine truth planted by John Flavel's
preaching eighty-five years before, on the other side of the ocean, still
survived, and was destined to spring up and bear fruit into life eternal.
But so it was. It chanced on a certain day that he found himself alone
in an open field belonging to his own farm, with no weeping multitude
around him to awaken his sympathies, and no preacher’s solemn voice to
tell him of his sin. Moved, he knew not how, that old man, in his
hundredth year, passing over all the intervening space of time, felt
himself back again in the field at Dartmouth, hearing the fearful words,
“If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed.”
And the message of heaven, which the thoughtless youth so easily rejected,
was mightier when speaking from the remembered past than when heard
from the living voice. Then, first the aged sinner found strength to
roll the burden of the threatened curse from his heart, through the
exercise of penitent and trusting love. He lived to the extraordinary
age of a hundred-and-sixteen years, believing and rejoicing in the
Saviour, whom for a centnry he had rejected. And the awakening call of
dnty, which roused him from the sleep of impenitence and unbelief, came
from the remembered words of one who had rested from his labour for
more than half a century.

[ Communicated by our friend, Mr. W. Turner, of South Hackney.]

HUMAN LIFE.
Ry J. W. CARTER, Minister of Broadstairs Baptist Chapel.
How strange, how flatt’ring is the life ©  But ah! how brief, how soon 'twill end,
Which man is born to live; [strife, And all its treach’ries too; [bend,
'Tis vain, ’tis short, tis mixed with Its charms, and strange designs, must
And many things to grieve. And to destruction bow.
When first the op’ning bud appears, But though the body mould'ring lie,
And lovely form assumes, | And all its work be done;
And in a mother’s kisses shares, Yet life can never, never die,

And her fond hope illumes,—
'Tis but a flatt’ring thing she loves,

And flatt’ring joys that rise,
For soon ’tis gone, for ever gone,

From her fond hope it flies.

Or should it live on years to come,
And to full stature grow;

Yet even years find many a storm,
And many a tear will flow.

For life is fraught with ups and downs, '

And clouds, and darkness too;

Its smiles are flatt'ries, and its frowns |

Are cold as Winter’s snow

But it will still live on.

Live on, for ages yet to come,
In happiness or woe,

For sad indeed the sinner’s doom :(—
The righteous is not so.

But he with Christ shalllive and reign,
‘Where sorrows are unknown;

While sinners dwell in endless pain,
Eternally undone.

My only hope is Christ the Lord,
My only Saviour He, :

And while I trust His sacred Word
My life shall happy be.
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Handsome and Vealuable Selection of
Hymns. During the last few years
numerous and carnest Inquiries have
been made for copies of the large-type
octavo cdition of the late David Den-
ham's ** SELECTION,” or, Saints’ Melody
—the first edition having been “out of
print” for along time. At a considerable
outlay, a most beautiful cdition has been
printed:—is bound in avariety of styles,
and can be now had, without any delay,
of Mr. Robert Banks, 5, Racquet-court,
Fleet-street. Not only is this edition well
adapted for the pulpit, the desk, or for
private usc, but as a testimonial gift, as
a birthday or wedding present, in its
extra rich binding, nothing can be more
suitable or truly useful. The typeis bold
and clear, the paper substantial and good,
the bindings are all strong, durable, and
prepared for constant use. In every way
this is decidedly the most superior
edition of “ Denham’s Selection” that has
ever been issued.

Mr. C. Cornwell’s tract on Annikila-
tion will, we hope, be issued in a second
edition before long. In our Churches
C. Cornwell has a host of true friends
who will feel honoured in circulating
such a vindication of the solemn verities
of revealed truth.

Religious Farmers and their Families
will look smilingly on C. H. Spurgeon’s
new volume, called Farm Sermons. It
is an elegantly-bound book, and may be
called Adn Agricultural Commentary.
Some of us get a gentle thrashing over
the Sluggard’s Farm, but, doubtless, we
much deserve it. On one of our long
journies we think of taking this volume
with us, and, if spared, to have a quiet
reading of it. We may have another
notice; reviewing is out of the question.

Master John Jenkyn Brown's address
on The Spirit We Need is in harmony
with streams of the like papers, expres-
sive of a deficiency somewhere. He
says, “ We may engage in the service of
God in a godless spirit.” . That one
dread sentence explains the causc of
much of the death-like declension which
is found in almost all “the circuits”
and connections now. Instead of uni-
versal complaints in all directions, coula
we realise again the facts recorded in
Acts iv. 31, “ When they had prayed,
the place was shaken where they were
assembled together, and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they
spake the word of God with boldness;
and the multitude of them that believed
were of one heart and of onc soul.”

Here arc the powers we need. First,
men who can “lift up their voices to
God with one accord.” Secondly, if in
answer to their cries the Spirit comes
down there will be ““a shaking of the
place;” there will be a momentous
movement : the Churches will be shaken
out of their sluggish laziness; parsons
will be shaken out of their dry and dusty
platitudes; the members will be shaken
out of their pride; their conceits will be
driven to the winds; they will feel and
know they are lost, and unto ‘“ the Hope
set before them " they will betake them-
selves in a passionate and prayerful
earnestness; they will be filled with the
Holy Ghost ; “the Word of God will be
spoken with boldness, with the force of
a God-given power; a multitude will
believe; and all of them (being taught
of the “One Spirit ”) will be of “one
heart and of ome soul.” We do not
expect to live to see the day, but in the
Lord’s time it will come. And then the
concerts, the bazaars, the theatrical
performers, will be turned out of the
worshipping temples; the money-
changers, the buyers, the sellers, the
incessant beggars, will be ashamed of
selling their many counterfeit gospels
any longer ; the marriage of the Lamb
will be near, and His bride will have
‘“made herself ready.”” The prophecies
and promises will be verified; the
ransomed of the Lord will return unto
Zion with gladness; everlasting joy shall
be upon their heads; the days of
mourning will be for ever ended.
“ Hallelujahs,” real and loyal, will fill
the heavens for ever and ever. Then
will the Lord Himself shew unto us His
own salvation. Let us be *looking for,
and hastening unto. this coming of the
day of God. Amen.”

The Gospel! Magazine continues on the
same lines, conveys the same passengers.
carries the same kind of luggage as ever,
It sounds an alarm to the nations
concerning the coming crisis; but
the modern isms of these last days
blind the eyes and seal up the ears
of nearly all the people. We wish to
creep close to the Saviour's feet, and
listen only to the whispers of His merciful
lips. The sound of His voice in our soul
goes down deep, and our thoughts of
Hiu are precious; but to tell them out
in public is often a felt difficulty.

Whiter Than Snow is the subject of
Mr. Battersby’s sermon in London, May
4. 1882. The fifty-first Psalm is one of
those portions of the Word of God which
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is sacredly designed for the broken, the
bruised, the bleeding hearts of such
believers as have gone from Jerusalem
toward Jericho, and have fallen among
thieves. Many may preach from this
Psalm:—we think (and this may be a
mercy), comparatively few can preach
into it ; but Mr. Battersby says, as all
well-taught believers will unite with him
in saying: “The only offcring I dare
venture to God with for my cleansing is
the precious blood of the Lamb, Jehovah
Jesus. Let us remember the words of
the apostle, ¢ If we confess our sins, God
is faithful and just to forgive us oursins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.' ‘Purge me with hyssop, and I
shall be clean.” Need we not pray:—

¢ My dying Saviour, and my God,

Fountain for guilt and sin ;
Sprinkie me ever with Thy blood,
And cleanse and keep me clean !
Wash me and make me thus Thineown;
‘Wash me, and minc Thou art:
‘Wash me, but not my feet alone ;
My hands, my head, my heart.’”

The New Version. We see from The
Sydrey Witness, Pastor Daniel Allen has
been on an excursion to the Australian
colony of Victoria; and from Melbourne
he writes, having learned that the
Melbourne Christians literally disdain
‘“the Revised Version™ as ‘ a despicable
mutilation of the oracles of God. They
utterly rejeet it as such.” The following
is a strong Witness. Mr. Allen says :—
#1 think this speaks well for the intelli-
gence, wisdom, and scholarship of the
editors and teachers of this colony. I
have visited Melbourne and its surround-
ings, Castlemaine, Maryborough, Balla-
rat, and Geelong, and find just the same
abhorrence of and protest against the
New Version everywhere. I have not
heard one voice nor read one line in its
advocacy since I have been in the colony;
and I have conversed with different per-
sons from seven in the morning until
midnight, for the last three weeks.”

“ I'he Coming Conflict in Europe.” This
subject is calmly (but with much evi-
dence) referred toin the June number of
Israel's Hope and Destiny (published by
R. Banks). This twopenny monthly is
ably conducted by Douglas A. Onslow,
Esq.,and furnishes prophetical, practical,
and historical papers, highly appreciated
by unprejudiced Bible students.

« HoME HEATHEN” is a descriptive
paper of those 140 inhabited islands on
the North and West coasts of Ireland,
which have a population of about 50,000
souls, whose condition is deplorable and
awfully wretched. This paper isin Z%e
Voice of Waraning, the organ of the Pro-
testant Tract Society. English grumblers
might read the paper to some advantage.
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“Tre ESSENTIAL NOBILITY OF OUR
MINISTRY ” i8 a leader in Sword and
Trowel for June. Some of the careless
characters who dare to take upon them-
selves a work so terribly grand and full
of the majesty of the Master (when Hix
SPIRIT carries men into it, and through
it), should read this elevating chapter—
after first rubbing the dust out of their
eyes; and, more particularly, after asking
the Spirit of Christ to give them that
wisdom which is from above,

If you can afford to sail out a little
way on the sea of periodical literature,
you might extend your knowledge of the
works and the wonderful efforts of other
sections of Christendom by reading The
Church Standard. The Fireside, Day of
Days, and Home Words, all issued at No.
1, Paternoster-huildings, and conducted
by Rev. Charles Bullock, B.D. We are
often instructed by the highly-gifted
writers who fill up these mild, moral,
amusing, truth-unfolding, grace-defend-
ing and charitable productions, We can
honestly speak a kind word of these good
clergy, although they can never con-
descend even to look upon us.

Mr. J. 8. Anderson’s Silent Messenger
for June has quite an exciting history of
“Qld Ned,” while the page on * Church
Affairs ” shows that the Strict Baptist
Church at New-cross, under Mr. Ander-
son’s pastoral care, is still a prosperous
harvest field. The minister, the Church,
the congregation, and the schools, all
are growing and glowing with renewed
strength and joy. What a happy position
doth the pastor of New-cross now
occupy! Like “A wisc traveller he goeth
on cheerily, through fair weather or
foul; he knoweth that his journey must
be sped, so he carrieth his sunshine with
him.” Here is a ray of sunshine from
the poetical pen of the editor of the
Silent Messenger :—

¢ Oh, tempest-tossed bellever,
You have no cause to fear,
Altho’ the arch decelver
May whisper in your ear,
¢ Ah, you bhave been mistaken
In Him you left on shore,
And now you are quite forsaken:
You’ll see His face no more,’
Let not the foe beguile you,
Or sfok you In despalr;
And if the world revile you,
On Jesus cast your care.
Of Ilfe He 18 the fountatn,
He's muighty still to save,
And watcheth from the mountatn
Your battle with the wave.”

Lifeand Light for June, by R. E. Sears,
has a discourse upon ‘*THE GLORY OF
CHRIST,” by the editor. Send to him, at
Ebenezer Villa, Hatherly-road, Sidcup,
Kent, for a few copies. Scatter them far
and wide.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE,

SURREY TABERNACLE BENEFIT SOCIETY.—SPECIAL SERVICES.
A SKETCH BY WILLIAM WINTERS, OF WALTHAM ABBEY.

Services of a highly interesting and
gratifying character, in association with
the Benefit Society,were held in that noble
edifice, the Surrey Tabernacle, Wansey-
street, Walworth-road, on Tuesday. June
20. This Society, by its practical use,
has now gained considerable importance
in the Christian Churches, and may be
fairly said to represent the entire Strict
Baptist denomination, as it claims for
its solid basis the grand fundamental
doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, for
which no precedent can be found in all
the historic annals of the Church.

In the afternoon of the day, a sound
and savoury Gospel sermon was preached
by Mr. M. Welland, of Lewes, founded
upon Psa. c. 3, 4. The preacher, in the
course of his sermon, remarked mainly
on the place of praise, the class of people
who praise the Lord, the relation in
which God stands to His people, the
emphatic way in which the text is
written, and the exhortation to praise.
The discourse was well supported
throughout with parallel texts which the
preacher had at command.

A large gathering of friends partook
of a substantial tea, and the excellent
deacons were plcasurably engaged in
making everybody within their reach
comfortable and happy. A noble staff
of Christian ministers appeared on the
scene, many of whom were dispersed
among the congregation. Those notice-
able were C. W. Baoks, W. Carpenter,
J. Mead, C. Cornwell, G. Webb, J. W.
Styles, T. Stringer, F. C. Holden, J.
Parnell, W. Osmond, J. Hard, H. Hall,
W. Hazelton, J. Whitteridge, W. Bur-
bridge, J. E. Elsey, J. A. Lewis, H.
Boulton, C. Christmas, W, Winters, M.
Welland, Mr. Willis, Mr. Denton, Mr.
Hems, Mr. Wise, Mr. Hethrington, and
many others.

In the evening many hundreds of per-
sons were assembled in the spacious
Tabernacle. Albert Boulden, Esq., pre-
sided, and was well supported by his good
brother deacons, Messrs, Carr, Crowhurst,
Green, King, Mead, and Rundell, and by
the Committee of the Society: Messrs.
Anderson, Davey, Dorey, Michell, Wal-
ter, together with a large number of min-
isters, and the indefatigable Secretary of
the Society, Mr. Robert Banks. Mr,
George Webb, of Maidstone, offered very
earnest prayer, and the kind and genial
chairman introduced the nature of the
service of the evening in a few appro-

priate remarks. Mr. Boulden, in the
course of his remarks, gave an epitome
of thc origin and progress of the Benefit
Society, in honour of which institation
the friends had met that evening. The
Society (said the speaker) was estab-
lished by some twenty-six old members
of the Surrey Tabernacle in the year
1843, and one of the number was the late
Mr. Barnes. Mr. Boulden remarked that
although he was not one of the founders
of the Society, he united with it shortly
after its establishment, and Mr. James
Wells, of whom the speaker made
honourable mention with feelings of
emotion, was greatly instrumental in
supporting it by his earnest co-operation
and wide-spread influence. The invested
capital of the Society had now reached
the grand sum of Ten Thousand Pounds,
and no less than one thousand and
eighty-seven members were now enrolled
on its books. The chairman, in closing
the business part of the meeting, spoke
in high commendation of the worthy
Secretary, Mr. Banks, by whose energy
and invincible perseverance the institu-
tion mainly owed its present wondrous
success, and who he hoped, under the
blessing of God, would long be spared to
maintain his office, although he regretted
his health had been slightly impaired of
late.

The chairman then sat down, and
many were the hearty expressions of
appreciation of what he had so forcibly
advanced. Mr. Cornwell then gave out
one of the hymns printed for the occa-
sion. Mr. W. Carpenter, with stentorian
voice, which well compassed the building,
spoke briefly of the Gospel banner, and
of other important features of the Word
of God. A hymn, by Mr. J. A. Lewis,
was followed by a speech from Mr. W.
J. Styles, of considerable humour and
vitality. Mr. Styles, in the course of his
remarks, very kindly pointed out some
of the benefits of the Society, and ex-
horted the young men of the denomi-
nation to join it at once. Mr. Jabez
Whitteridge announced a portion of a
hymn, and Mr. J. Parnell (late of Ply-
mouth) gave a neat and warm address,
attributing his union with the institution
mainly to the pointed suggestions of his
beloved wife, and which he had never
regretted in carrying out. Mr. ¥. C.
Holden, of Limehouse, gave out a part
of that glorious hymn of Richard Burn-
ham's, ending,—
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“Saints who surround the dazzling throne,
Their tuneful voices raiso,
Higher than angels bear their songs,
The glorjons song of praiso.”

Mr. W. Hazelton. of College-park,
made some calm and faithful remarks on
the origin and perpetuity of the Gospcl,
which glorious Gospel he compared to a
light, to a river, and to a feast, and closed
with a few words on the sufficiency and
power of the Gospel. A bymn by the
chairman:and Mr. Charles Waters Banks
with gravity and force treated of the
blessings of Gospel light to those who sit
in darkness. Mr. Banks also spoke of
his recent visit iuto Suffolk, and the
blessing attending his labours there, as
also of his early connection with the
Socicty, in unison with his much-loved
friend, Mr. James Wells, and his ever
good wishes were for its prosperity. Mr.
Christmas gave forth a hymn. Mr. John
Mead, in a very able and pleasant
manner, spoke of the real worth of the
Benefit Society to young, godly men, and
although he himself had been a member
of it for thirty years, he had not required
help from it at all during that time, but
many had been materially helped in ill-
ness from its funds, and had found it one
of the greatest boons of life. Two-and-
sixpence per month entitled members to
twenty shillings per week in case of
illness, and fifteen pounds at the death
of a member, and  seven pounds ten
shillings at death of a member’s wife.
Mr. Mead kindly alluded to the labours
of Mr. Robert Banks, who, he said, threw
his whole heart into the work, and, since
his connection with it as secretary, it had
greatly prospered.

Mr. Burbridge gave out a hymn, and
Mr. C. Cornwell, of Brixton, with his
usual good humcur and well meaning,
enlarged with some ingenuity on the
general aspect of society in the world
and in the Church, and closed with some
remarks on the sociality with Jesus
Christ, and that soeiality which will
never end. Mr. Syms gave out a hymn,
which was quickly followed by an address
from W. Winters, who spoke of the
advantages of the Surrey Tabernacle
Benefit Society above those of the Odd-
fellows, of which he had long been a
member; and induced young men of
truth to join the Society, which had for
its foundation the truth of God.

Mr. J. E. Elsey, with much heartiness,
gave out a hymn; and Mr. Thomas Carr
spoke with great warmth of soul and
pointedness on the meeting of the even-
ing, which he considered a retrospective
one. Mr. Carr narrated, in a most telling
manner, the varied difficulties under
which the Society laboured in past days,
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and how it had recovered every one of
those difficulties, and attained to its
present happy position. He also made
an impression, it i8 to be hoped, upon the
meeting for good in lis common-sense
advice to young, Christian men, whom
he would have join the institution with-
out delay.

Mr. Wise, of Margate, gave out a
hymn, and good Mr. Thomas Stringer,
whom we were all glad to see on the
platform onee more after his short illness,
addressed the meeting with great faith-
fulness and power on the doctrines of
Christ expressed by Paul in Acts v. 28,
and which was muach appreciated by
many present. Mr. T. Carr announced
a hymn, and Mr. J. Hand gave a short
address with much force of feeling on
cxperimental topics; after which some
intimation of the termination of the
meeting was broached By the worthy
chairman, who had sustained his office
throughout the evening in 2 most praise-
worthy manner. Mr. King speedily rose
and proposed a vote of thanks to Mr.
Boulden, which was seconded by Mr.
Mitchell, and unanimously carried. Mr.
Boulden briefly responded to the cordial
thanks of the meeting awarded him, and
the well-known hymn, beginning, “ All
hail the power of Jesu's name,” with the
benediction closed one of the happiest
and most interesting meetings ever held
within that God-honoured temple, the
Burrey Tabernacle. To God be ever-
lasting glory and praise, says the writer.
Amen and amen.

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK STRICT
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.
Notes BY W, WINTERS.

The annuatl gathering of the represen-
tatives of the Associated Churches of
Suffolk and Norfolk with their friends
affords, perhaps, the most delightful
season to many of all the year, and as
soon as the one meeting is passed
the mext is eagerly anticipated. On the
morning of the first day’s meeting we
parted with our brother F. 8. Reynolds,
pastor of Necdingworth, Huntingdon-
shire, his worthy deacon, Mr. Slater, and
Mr. A. B.Hall, of Chatteris, and steamed
off alone to Cambridge, Bury, Ipswich,
and Woodhridge. On arriving at the last
named place there was no conveyance
to take us to the far distant village of
Charsfield, where the “moving tent
was pitched. However,not to be beat, we
hired, to our sore cost! The basty drive
through the green lanes and leafy groves
was most delightful; the air was full of
song, and all nature appeared in her
varied beauty, and at her best. Many



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD.

were the homely clad friends wending
their weary way towards the tent, where
they soon recognised familiar faces,
renewed old acquaintances, and gained
fresh ones. At the entrance to the field,
the word WELCOME formed a small
triumphal arch, During the services of
the two days there were many ministerial
brethren present ; amongst them we
recognised C. Hill, Stoke Ash ; J, Wil-
kins, Wattisham ; W. H. Smith, Beccles ;
C. Suggate, Halesworth ; 8. Cozens, Ips-
wich; W. Brown, Friston; W, Gill,
Grundisburgh ; E. Marsh, Laxfield; J.
Andrews, Waldringfield ; E. Haddoch,
Somersham ; W. Rumsey, Cransford ;
‘W. Harris, Occold; J. Cook, Sutton;
G. Harris, Rishangles; T. Field, Chars-
field; A. Knell, Walsham-le-Willows ; C.
Broome, Fressingfield ; B. J. Northfield,
Hadleigh ; W. J. Denmee, Hoxne ; W,
Dixon, Bradffeld-St.-George; W. E.
Palmer, Norwich; D. Dickerson, Stow-
market ; W. Winters, Waltham Abbey ;
S. K. Bland, W. Houghton, Blakenham ;
J. Lamb, Willenhall ; G. Banks, Willen-
hall; Bullivant, Tunstall; J. Deering,
Crowfield ; W. Debnam, Horham ; R.
E. Sears, P. B. Woodgate, Otley; J.
Grimwood, Little Stonham; C. L. Kemp,
W. Pooke, W. Large, C. Lockwood, W.
Caudle, Chelmondiston; J. Morling, and
many other brethren.

The service of song was exceptionally
good, Mrs, King played the harmonium
well, and the congregation sang very
heartily, the hymns being mostly those of
Dr. Watts, whichalwaysseem to lay hold
of the people. The moderator, Mr. W.
H, Smith, in his opening address, gave
all who had gathered there a hearty
welcome. Qertainly the Association dis-
plays a most generousspirit in providing
food and lodging for ministers of all
classes and delegates of associated
Churches. Mr. S. K. Bland, sccretary,
read the articles of the Association, which
set forth faith and order of the Churches
of the Association. The business of letter
reading was next introduced. Mr. Marsh,
of Laxfield read the following letters: —

Wattisham. — Nothing startling to report.
Though fraught with mercies and characterised
by peaco, the yoar had brought no great change,
In an age of change, spiritual decline, and doc-
trinal dejoctlon, they had maintained “the faith
once delivercd to the saints.,” ’'Tho pastor's
house had beon re-built, 'Therc had been no
additions of members. 'T'he attendance was good
on Sunday aftornoons and at villago stations,
The Sunday-school was under fresh manage-
ment. One Church member had died, in other
respects statistics as last year.

Beccles.— Alternate clond and sunshine during
the ycar. Open-air services by the pastor met
okcouraging attonaance. Troquont absence and
want of sympathy in Church affaira on the part

of soma fricnds was regretted, but others had
proved faithful. Sunday congrcgations not so
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good As could he desired; as to week ovening
services there was a similar report, Sunday-
school falling off through lack of teachers. The
Pastor’s Bihlo-class had proved useful. Baptized,
4, received 5, dismlssed to o'her Chnrches 1,
separated 2, died 2; present number 159, chil
dren in Sanday-school 148, village atations 2.

Ilglesieorth—Peace and love prevailed, and
results had followed preaching. Morning con-
gregations not good, some being hut half-day
hearers. Afternoon congregations encouraging,
Prayer-mecetings, cspecially week-eveuing, better
attended. Sunday-school Inecreasing. Baptized
2, received 6, dismissed 1, died 3; number of
members 66, village stations s (nceasionally,).

Rattlesder —Mr. Huxham, of Chelmsford, sup-
plying pulpit temporarily. Praycr-meetings
mostly well attended. Sunday-school fairly
progressive. Tracts distrivuted in Rattlesden
and adjoining villages. Dismisscd to other
Churches 4, separated 2, dled 3; present mem-
bers 85, Sunday scholars 96, village stations 3.

Friston.—* Private murders and public assassi-
nations of great men, which put nations into
mourning, confusion, and sorrow,” suggested the
reflection, “Fcar not, little flock, it i3 your
Father's good pleasure to give you the king-
dom.” Retercnce having been made to tbe fact
that all the ministers who firat joined tne As-
sociation had passed away except Mr. Dickerson,
of London, the letter mentioned that the Pastor
(Mr. W. Brown) would in a few mouihs com-
picte the fiflic.h year of his ministry. which
would be cclebrated in the Autumn. Dismissed
1, reccived 1, died 2 ; present members 43, Sun-
day scholars 74.

Grundisburgh.—Through many changes the
Church was kept in peace, Mr. Gill had become
pastor. Sunday congregations on the increase ;
prayer-moctings largely attended; earncstness
prevailed.  Village stations regularly sapplied.
The cx-pastor, Mr. 8. Collins, and a valued
deacon, Mr. J. Thompson, had died. Schoo
prosperous, including adult classes. Mutaa
Improvement Society, tract distribution and
mothers’ meetings also sustained. Baptized 12,
received 2, restored 1, separated 1, died 6 ; pre-
sent members 160, Sunday scholars 180, village
stations 6.

Mr. Denmee, of Hoxne, continued the
reading :—

Norton.—Preaching blessed to some, and hope-
ful signs were secen. Congregations increasing;
prayer-mcetings well attended. Baptized 2.
separated 2; present nnmber 34, Sunday
scholars 35, village station 1.

Lazficld. —Peace prevailed, and the pastor’s
labours blessed to the conversion of some, and
the bringing in and awakening of others. Vil-
lage stations regularly supplied and well
attended. Sabbath-school still ably superin-
tended. Mr. Marsh had settled as pastor; con-
gregations good; prayer-meetings well attended.
Baptized 11, rcceived from other Churches 9.
dismissed 2, separated 1. died 5: present mem-
bers 207, Sunday scholars 175, village stations 6.

Waldringfield —Not without troubles. Some
who ought to strengthen the hauds of the
Oburch had weakened it by their conduct.
Church meetings and Sunday prayver-meetings
thin. Congregations not large; Sabbath-school
encouraging. Reeeived 2, diswmissed 1, separated
3, died 1: number of wewbers 64, Sunday
scholars 77.

Somersham.—Cougregations about as last year;
many young persons attended Sundn_v evening
serviees.  Prayoer-mectings  fairly atteuded.
Pastor still preached thoGospel ; Sunday-school
going on well; villago station well mtpndc«l.
Baptized 1, receivod 1; dismissod 2, (11g(1 1
prosent members 52, Sunday-sctolars 60, village
station 1. . i

Cransford.—Both trials and mercies reported
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In 2 day of departure from truth and falllng
away it was their merey to have the truths of
God's Ward s'ill preached, sometimes with a
degree of fervour and savour that made them
acceptable. Prayer-mcctings well attended and
refreshing. Some had becn lost to them by
removals, others had come to them. Sabbath-
school increasing. DBaptized 1. dismissed 2,
separated 2; present. members 45, Sunday-
rcholars 41, village stations 5.

Occold.—Morning congregations thin. afternoon
good: prayer-meetings refreshing. ‘T'he greater
part of the Church appearcii to be “taking their
harps from the willows.” Prayer-mectings
well attended ; Sabbath-school going on well.
Baptlzed 1. died 1; number of mcmbers 44,
Sanday-scholars 41.

Pulham —A yvear of sickness and death, but
abundant mercy.  Suanday-school progressing
and truly cucouraging. Village stations fiour-
ishing. Reference was made to the death of Mr.
S. Collins. wirh gratitude for his interest in the
Church. Baptized 15, restored 2, received 2,
dismissed 2, died 2; members 81, Sunday
scholars 45, village stations 4,

Mr. B.J. Nortbfield, of Hadleigh, then
took up the reading:—

Stoke Ash.—Some meaibers afflicted, others had
dicd. Tastor’s prcaching acceptable, Prayer-
meetings and preaching stations well attended.
Baptized §. received 2, dismissed 1, died 4; wem-
DLers 202, Sunday-school 105, village statiouns 7.

Sutton.—Mr. Cook had become pastor, and
there werce signs of life amongst them as well as
peace. Morning cougregations thin, afternoon
very gond, weckly prayer-meetings cheering, and
quarterly meetings refreshing; Sabbath-school
not prosperons. Baptized 1, received 1, died 3;
present members 46, Sunday scholars 32.

Rishangles.—Scveral removals reported, and
some luke-warmness, while others had been
afflicted. and three had died. Services blessed to
many. congregation attentive, but not so large
as formerly. Church and prayer-meetings not
well attended ; school promising. Baptized 2,
received 2. restored 1, died 3; present members
117. Sunday scholars 75.

Bungay.—Congregation rather increasing in
spite of foor deaths. The pastor ill; weekly
meetings thin, guarterly meetings refreshing
scasons. School encouraging. Received 4, died
4 ; present members 71, Sunday scholars 41.

Charsfield. —Wclcome was offered to the Asso-
ciation. Lack of deep ¢piritual life was lamented,
public and social prayer not ecsteemed as it. should
be. Two members had been separated for non-
attendance, an aged friend, 78, had been baptized.
Congregations thin, especially in the morning.
Sunday-school fairly prosperous, village preach-
ing well atwended. DBaptized 1, received 1,
dismissed 2, secparated 2, died 2; members 57,
children 56. village stations 5.

Walsham-le- Willows.—Encouraging signs of the
Lord’s presence seen, as well as reasons for deep
humility. General attendance good, Sunday
noouday prayer-mestings very encouraging.
Open-air services in the summer months success-
ful. Baptized 3, received 5, dismirsed 1, died1;
present members 75, Sunday scholars 38, village
stations 1.

Mr. Palmer, of Norwich, then read the
remaining letters: —

Hadleigh. —Mr. B. J. Northfield bas hccome
paswr, and his ministry blessed. Good congre-
gations and several additions. The ehapel was
sbout 10 be enfranchised, baving been copyhold.
A revision of the Church roll had reduced the
number from 69 to 56, in spite of 10 additions, 9
by taptism and 1 by testimony. The needof a
resident pastor felt: week-night service belng
thiu, and village stations not attended to.

Tunstall.—"T'Le removal of the pastor, Mr. Gill,
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regrotted. Sunday-school about the rame as
Jast year, Added to the Church 7, dismisseq 2,
separated 3 ; present number 119, village stations
regularly supplicd 2.

Pressingficld.—The Church at peace, bnt alack
of spiritual-mindedness reported, as well as a
necd of more regular attondance. Villago
stations 5, Sunday-school prospering. Added 2,
died 2, dismissed 1; present number 72,

Hoxne—S8uccess has attended the pastor's
labours in comforting saints, restoring back-
sliders, aud gathering in sinners. Ten had con-
fessed Christ in baptism. Prayer-mecetings good,
Village stations 6, open-air stations 3, pastor’s
Bible-class 20, Suuday-school prospering, mem-
bers reccived 15 ; present number 70,

Aldringham.—8till without a pastor. Branche$
at Aldcburgh and Leiston well attended at
evening seivices. Sunday-school doing well-
Three old members had died.

Bradfield-St.-George.— Trying times reported.
Two uscful brethren lost by death, but Sabbath
days were happy, and peace relgned in the midst
of trial. A non-resident pastor was found dis-
advantageous. Four added, of whom two were
baptized, Sunday-school prospered with 30 more
scholars. .

Orford-hill, Norwich.—Added 8, of whom 5 were
by baptism, deaths 5. The auxiliary organisa-
tions working successfully. Sunday-school not
so flourishing as conld be wished.

Stowmarket.—A very sorrowful letter, but amid
mauy trials peace prevalled. The only alteration
from last ycar's report was, separated 5.

The secretary expressed his gratifica-
tion at the success the Association had
realised during the past year, the number
of baptisms being larger than for twelve
years previously. On comparing the
statistics with last year's, says the
Moderator, he found that, while last year
62 were received by baptism, this year
the baptisms were 94; and while last year
56 were received upon profession, this
year 69 were so received. The number
of deaths in each year was exactly iden-
tical. In the afternoon, Mr. R. K. Sears
preached a stirring sermon, based upon
John xvii. 9, 1 pray for them.” Mr.
Broome gave out a hymn, and closed with
prayer. .

The evening service commenced with
a hymn: Mr. Knell read a portion of the
Word of God; and Mr. Lamb offered the
most sweet and appropriate prayer that
we have been privileged to enjoy for a
long season. Mr. W.J. Styles, of Keppel-
strect, preached a model sermon founded
upon Phil. ii. 16, *Holding forth the
Word of life.” 'The preacher noticed (1)
the object of the Word of life; also (2)
the act of holding it forth. W. Brown,
of Friston, closed with prayer,

The early morning prayer-meeting was
carried on by the messengers; and the
ministers’ prayer-meeting at half-past
nine was characterised both by apimation
and solemnity. Prayers were offered by
Messrs, Debnam, Northfield, Haddock,
Marsh, Knell, and Broome; the latter
brother conducted the service. At half-
past ten the tent was packed full, and a
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large number being unable to get admis-
sion, found space outside. Mr, W. H.
Smith gave out that soul-stirring hymn
of Dr. Watts,—

“ Arise, O King of graco, arisc!”

Mr. 8. K. Bland read solemnly the epistle
of Jude, and offered prayer; Mr. Charles
Hill, of Stoke Ash, preached a most
splendid sermon, full of choice thoughts
and of great savour. His text was Jude
24, 25. Muv. J. Wilkins, of Wattisham,
concluded with prayer.

The afternoon service was commenced
with the well-known hymn,—

** All hail the power of Jesu's name ; ”

after which Mr. W. E. Palmer, of Nor-
wich, read Col. i. and prayed. Mr. S.
Cozens, the pastor-elect of Zoar, [pswich,
gave out the hymn of hymns, which has
stuck to us ever since,—
‘* Hail, sovereign love, that first began
The scheme to rescoe fallen man.”

and Mr. Charles Suggate, of Halesworth,
preached a sound Gospel sermon from
Col. iii. 3, “ Your life is hid with Christ
in God.”

Mr. S. K. Bland (the secretary) then
delivered an address embodying the
record of the year in some of its gains
and losses, noticing the hopeful sign of a
larger number of converts having con-
fessed Christ ‘“in Christ's own way”
during the year than for several years
past, and touching on the losses by death
of several prominent friends—especially
Mr. Samuel Collins, for nearly 50 years
pastor at Grundisburgh, and a laborious
helper of many Churches, zealous, power-
ful, and generous; also his stalwart
deacon for upwards of balf-a-century,
Mzr. James Thompson, of Culpho; and at
an earlier age, more unexpectedly, Mr.
Edward B. Day, of Stoke Ash. Mr.
Bland observed that these removals—
however painful—might not prove even
losses, if the example and departure of
these deceased friends brought others to
the front as those baptized for the
dead.” It was announced that nearly
£80 had been distributed in grants to the
weaker Churches.

Votes of thanks were then heartily
passed to the pastor and people at Chars-
field for the hearty welcome accorded,
and the unwearied labour expended in
rendering comfort to the vast assembly;
to the inhabitants of the village and
neighbourhood for miles round in afford-
ing hospitality by day and night; and
specially to Messrs. W, Harris & Sons for
placing their meadows and orchard, barns
and stabling at the free use of the Asso-
ciation and visitors; also to Mr, W, Hunt,
of Culpho, and Mr. Youngman, of Chars-
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field, for conveyance of tent. Help was
also rendered by Mr. Fletcher and Mr.
Jackson.

Messrs. Harrisand Field acknowledeed
these votes, and expressed the cordiafitv
with which all had been done. Perhaps
no man worked harder than good brother
Field in trying to make everybody com-
fortable and happy. Mr. Field, who is
the laborious pastor of the Charstield
Baptist Church,concluded the Association
meetings with solemn prayer. The usual
grand old hymn,—

¢ Blest be the tie that binds,”
was sung in right earnest, and the con-
gregation dispersed. Mention was made
by the secretary of the absence of Mr.
Taylor, of Pulbham, and Mr. Brand, of
Bungay, both of whom were suffering
from the infirmities of old age.

The Association will (D.v.) meet next
year at Hoxne, near Eye, and the
preachers appointed for the occasion are
Mr. J. Wilking, of Wattisham,and Mr. S.
K. Bland, of Ipswich; in case of failure,
Mr. W. H. Smith. Our prayers shall not
be wanting for the well-being of our good
hrother Field and his loving people—as
also for the associated and non-associated
Churches and pastors. Suffolk has yet
many prophets who are more than equal
in ministerial ability to these of other
counties.

Waltham Abhey. W. WINTERS.

SUFFOLK.—Anniversary of the Church
of Christ at Little Stonham, was celebrated
May 30. Mr. W. Winters preached in the
afternoon.  Chapel well filled, and joy of
heart prevailed. In the evening, Mr.
Woodgate, of Otley, presiding, called upon
Mr. Huddock, of Stowmarker, to read and
offer prayer. The chairman gave interesting
address on words fitly spoken, as also some
outlines of the origin ot the Stonham Church
and ils early connection with the Church
at Otley. Mr. Hiteheock, a kinid Christian
gentleman, rendered great service in making
triends happy. He read brief report, which
showed a small balance agaiost the Church,
owing to some mnecessary repairs of the
chapel and the erection ot suitable vestry.
The humble and loving pastor, Mr. J. Grim-
wood, was surrounded with many kind
friends, and he seemed thoroughly at home.
Mr. J. Wilkins gave instructive address
on esrly Nonconformity in Suffolk, and
treated also of the fuller dispensation of the
Spirit.  Mr. Wilkius is well able to give
us sorne important notices ol the evangelical
nonconformity in Suffulk.  Mr. Haddock,
of Somersham, and Mr. Grimwood, made
excellent speeches. It was our happiness
to speak on the aboundings of grace. The
season proved a pleasant one. A large
number partook of tea, and the pastor and
his friends were cheered and helped.—W.
WINTERS.
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THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY
THE

or
“RARTHEN VESSEL.”

NoTEs BY W. WINTERS, PASTOR OF
WALTHAM ABREY.

No precedent of Charles Waters Banks
ever occurred to the writer in consulting the
annals of the Press, who, as founder of a
magazine of respectable size and character,
has lived to see its fortieth apniversary, and
an eye and ear witness of much substantial
good being effected by it. Had Mr. Banks
have done nothing more than edit the
EARTHEN VEssEL for forty years, he would
have rendered unexampled service to the
Strict Baptist denomination, and have been
worthy of the highest esteem of every
member of that distinctive body. Besides
doing the whole work himself of editing his
magazine, he has preached the Gospel through
the length and breadth of England ; written
numbers of other works, edited other publi-
cations, lectured on current topics, and yet
he lives in spite of all his enemies! and lives
in the affoction of thousands who love the
grand old Gospel of the blessed God ; and to
all human appearance be is likely to live
another dozen or even twenty years longer.
Can he not say with myriads more : —

** Grace led my roving feet
To tread the heavenly road.
And new supplies each hour I meet,
While pressing on to God " ?

It is a rare thing, indeed, for one man to
originate a serial, and to plod on and on
against wind and tide, and to witness its
progress for so many years as C. W. Banks
bas done; surely the voice of God is in it;
and the magazine itself is a living voice, and
not the echo of dead men’s utterances! How
meny bundreds of megazines have started
under a mueb fairer wind probably than the
EARTHEN VESBEL, and have coime to pre-
mature grief, or have held on a miserable
existence until the founders and editors of
them have been disgusted with their dwarfish-
ness after repeated changes of type and title,
znd have eventually fled from them as Moses
did from the serpent ! The average of maga-
zine life is, at most, of a few years, and full
of trouble, and not a few just come into
light and pass away infantum for ever,
leaving their authors wiser though sadder
men.

The interesting services were held in
Speldhurst-road Cburch, South Hackuey, of
which Mr Banks is pastor.
several speakers was given under the title,
“ Forty vears ago, and the Pioneer of Cheap
Publications in Defence of the Truth,” and,
“ Goil’s Mercy to Men in the Invention and
Use of the Printing Press, thereby making
known His Salvation by our Saviour.” But
as the beloved hbretbren appeared better
acquainted with the salvation of their souls
than therise and progress of printing, little,
therefore, was said to the point. However,
this apparent inadvertency may have been
no particulur source of regret to the Gospel-
loving heurers present on the occasion, It
wae our happiness to preside at the morning

The subject of |
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rervice, and were gladdened to see the good]

" number gathered together, while the world

were seeking and enjoying the rustic wilds
of nature. Mr. Banks opened with a hymn,
and the chairman, W, Winters, read lsaish
xlii. Brother B. Woodrow led us to the throne
of grace, as did also our mild and smiling
hrother Wm. Holt. Brethren Fowler and
Stanton gave out hymns, Mr. E. P. Brown,
pastor of East-street, Coggeshall (a neigh-
bourhood famous in the history of the life’s
labours of Dr. Jolin Owen) gave a very soul-
stirring speech, which we much enjoyed, and
which riveted our soul to the speaker. Mr.
Banks introduced Mr. Brown to the meeting
in a few hearty words. W. Winters gave a
rapid comment on the origin and progress of
the press; and our much esteemed brother
Thomas Austin concluded with prayer.
Several friends afterwards regaled them-
selves with a substantial dinner ready to hand
in the large vestries of the chapel.

We were glad to see once more our cheer-
ful brother, Mr. John Wild, of Hayes, and
his honest and blithesome pastor, Mr. R. C.
Bardens. Mr. Wild presided, and baving
read a Psalm, called upon Mr. Brown to
offer prayer. The chairman inade very
many kind allusions to the work Mr. Banks
effected by the EARTHEN VESSFL, and
wished him hearty success in the name of
the Lord. Mr. Bardens treated, in his
genial way, of the efficiency and sufficiency
of grace in the salvation of souls, which
blessed theme was taken up by the fullowing
speaker, the venerable and loving John
Thomas, of Troedyrhew,. near Merthyr
Tydvil, Wales ; and in truth, his sound, and
homely, and fiery address lit our passions to
a flame, and .many were the interesting
incidences shown by him of the special
providence and grace of God in his wondrous
life. Our good brother Burbridge was led
out in his timely speech to mark the divine
arrangements of God in hisown career, from
his youth up. Truly, it was a refreshing
season. Many friends partook of tea, after
which C. W. Banks, presiding, read a Psalm,
and deacon J. J. Fowler was solemnly drawn
out in prayer.

Mr. Banks, in his opening address, spoke,
as he always has dome, very kindly of his
friend, Mr. Samuel Cozens, who had come
from [pswich to unite in the celebration of
the day, and then called upon him to deliver
an address. Mr, Cozens, with good lung
power and judgment, read a most interesting
paper on the advance of literature, science,
and art, since the commencement 6f the
publication of the EARTHEN VESSEL, and
many were the well-adjusted remarks made
by Mr. Cozens relative to the onerous and
faitbful labours of his dear old friend, the
chairman. Itis anticipated that the paper
will be published entire.

Mr. Lolge made a warm and telling speech
on the firmness aud grandeur of the Gospel
of Christ, and was followed by our hopest
and loveable brother E. Beazley, who told us
many of the preat and good things the Lord
had done for Zion, Mr. Copeland discoursad
on the Lamb slain, and Mr. Samucl Banks
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dwelt with considerable feeling on practical
and experimental godliness; and our good
brother Willtarm O=mondl told out of his full
soul some of (he pleasures and difficulties of
the way of salvation, and that he in the
highest and best sense helonged to the
“gulvuliun Army,” of which Jesus Christ
was the preat Captain.,

Mr. Pardoe, a young and faithful preacher
of Christ, spoke in right earnest on the
Gospel and its glurious effects. It is pleasing
to see here and there young men rising up
in the good and great work for which they
are prepared of Gnd. Qur pleasure is to
wish them God speed. Mr.T. Austin spoke
with cheerfulness and firmness of Gospel
liberty, aad Mr. Dehnam said a few words
on the use of the VEsseL. Brethren H.
Hall, Boulton, Branch, Turner, Ryder, T.
King (a deacon of Surrey Tabernacle), and
others, were present to mingle with the songs
of praise, and contributed their best to make
others happy.

The varied speeches of the brethren were
quite in harmony, and the ladies did their
very best to provide refreshments at dinner
and tea, for which they have our warmest
thanks.  As the meeting drew to a close, the
friends, evidently not tired of the work, but
tired in the work, gradually withdrew, and
the fatherly chairman, in summing up the
varied excellent speeches, said that in his
view the Strict Baptist denomination did not
dissent from the New Testament faith and
order, and therefore they were the only
section of the one. great Church that were
not really Dissenters! The first day’s
meeting broke up without a jarring note,
to the praise of our ever-loving and ever-
living Saviour.

Tuesday mornine, May 30, 1882, service
commenced at 10.30. Mr. Noyes read and
expounded the Word of the Lord ; a choice
aod useful discourse was delivered by that
devout Christian, Mr. E. Hewlett, of Houn-
slow: Mr. C. Z. Turuer, of Ripley, also gave
anaddress on the different works of thelaw and
of the Gospel in the soul ; C. W. Banks pre-
sided, and prayers were presented by Brother
George Holt, and other favourite pleaders.
The attendance in the early morning was
smail, but graduglly and steadily the audience
increased, until, so far as we could tell, the
chapel was well filled ; and, if we may believe
our feelings, and the testimony of our friends,
from the commencement until the close of the
services ome pure, holy, heavenly spirit per-
vaded the hLearts of the hiearers and of the
speakers,  Miuisters from nearly all the
different provinces were present; and, in every
sense, the three days’ services (Sunday, Mon-
day, aud Tuesday) were exceedingly en-
couraging,

1n the afternoon of Tuesday, Mr. Benjamin
B. Wale, of the city of Lincoln, preached a
sermon of great power upon the seven festi-
vals typical of thie Person and grace of our
highly glorified Redeemer; and in the
evening Mr. Isauc Levinsohn addressed a
large congregation on the persecution of the
Jews in Rus~ia. To us the discourse was a
masterly, a discriminating, and a prophetic
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answer to the question, ““ What do these
persecutions mean?” The question was
searched to its very core,and the answer was
no stereotyped or platitudinarian effort; it
was full of original thought, and it ca’me
forth with a richness of spirit which almost
lifted some of us outof the flesh. Messrs, Jas.
Hand, Joseph Parnell, Preston Davies, Isaiah
8mith, of Great Yelaham, John Thomas, C.
Z. Turner, all appeared to be full of holy
matter, of energy and of zeal for the glory of
God. In the middle of the meeting the elder
deacon, Mr. David Stanton, came up to C.
W. Banks, and, in a2 speech expressive of the
esteern and affection of the people toward him
for his faithful ministrations among them,
presented to bim a purse of gold, which the
ever-working ladies had collected, wishing
him many more yearaot happy service in their
midst. It was such a pertectly unexpected
feature in the meeting that the receiver was
entirely overcome; but he expressed the
warmest thanks of his heart for their mani-
fested sympathy toward him.

Mr. John Waters Banks, in a very sensible
appeal, asked for the help of the friends to
enable the pastor to clear off the debt incurred
by the restoration of Speldhurst-road chapel.
These anmiversary services commenced on
Sunday moruiog, May 28, when C. W. Banks
preached froru the words in Acts ii. 33,
¢ Therefore, being by the rizht hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father the
promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed
forth this, which ye now see and hear.” The
distinet personality of the HoLY GHoOST, the
way of the SPIRIT, the work of the SprRrIT,
the witness of the SPIRIT, the wealth and the
worth of the SPIRIT, were briefly refurred to.

In the afternoon of the Sunday, Mr. John
Thomas, of Wales, gave an address to the
classes in the schools ; and in the evening
another sermon was delivered by C. W. B.,
from Paul's words to the Hebrews, * We are
made partakers of Christ if we hold the
beginning of our confilence steadfast unto
the end.” Ministering brethren E B. Lloyd,
D. Smith, of Bilston, and others, came to bid
the editor * God speed ;" and we closed these
Gospel gatherings by heartily singing,

< All hail the povwer of Jesu’s nae.”
It is not enough to know that all these nine
services were peaceful and enjoyable; we,
anxiously, believingly, pray that, from the
immense quantity of seed sown, much glory
to God may result, iu the calling in aud in
the comforting of the ransomed of the Lord.

At the evening meering of Tuesday, C. W,
Banks begged the speskers not to waste their
time in speakiog of himself. It was sounded
in his heart as though an angel, with hislong
silver trnmpet, spoke in the depths of his
soul, crying,—

“ PREACH CHRIST!”

Preach CHRIST brchward, as HE was set
up in the everlasting covenant, the ¢ Head
over all things unto tne Churceh,” and as He
was revealed aud made knowu to the
patriarchs and the prophets, wherein some of
our Saviour’s graudest victories, and His
unexampled suficrings, were proclaimed.
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Begin to preach CHRIST, where He tellsus
His Father began to honour Him, as being
“set up from everlasting, from the begin-
ning, or ever the earth was, when CHRIST
began to rejoice in the habitable part of God’s
earth, and when His delights were with the
sons of men.

Preach CHRIST downward, as He came
down, down! down to the Jowest depths of
sorrow, down into the deepest humiliation,
down to be made a curse, down to the death
of the cross.

Preach CHRIST upward, as Heis now our
FORERUNNER, as He is gone up into the
highest heavens, there to appear in the
presence of God for us, as our Advocate
before His Fallier’s throne.

Preach CHRIST inward, as He is formed
in the heart of every heaven-born and heaven-
bound soul, ¢ the only Hope of glory.” We
must have a living, saving, pardoning, justi-
fying, preserving, reigning CHRIST inside
now-—in soul, mind, heart, and conscience, or
surely we shall never behold Him, or be with
Him, in His glory-kingdom hereafter. Yea,
let us preach CHRIsT all around, every-
where, at all times, but let us be quite certain
it is

“ THE ETERYAL CHRIST OF GOD"”
we preach, or we shall only be idolaters at
best.

[Tne editor most unfeignedly sendeth his
hearty thanks to all the numerous companies
of friends who came to express kind sym-
pathies with him and with his people at
Speldhurst-road. The Lord have mercy upon
us all. Amen.]

DALSTON.—FOREST-ROAD. Anniver-
sary services were held on Tuesday, Juue 13.
Mr. Meeres delivered experimental discourse.
Friends were refreshed with substantial tea.
At evening meeting Mr, Meeres presided, as
usual : he exhibited a large heart and a
cheerful countenance. W. Beddow prayed.
Mr. Meeres stated two had been baptized ;
all current expenses had been met, but there
was now due to treasurer £16. The school
had been resuscitated, a committee formed,
Mr. Simmons heing secretary. Mr. Dearsly
told us he woke up at three in the morning,
with his mind crowded with thoughts on the
words, “ Lord, are there few to be saved?
And He answered, Strive,” &c. Mr. Dearsly
spoke on the question and aunswer with
evident feeling, decision, and faitbtulness;
his statements were very stirring and eolemn.
Mr. J. Hall, on the work of the Spirit, as
seen in inhabiting the heart and the house of
God, was happy. Mr. Lengford led us
lucidly and logically into the meaning of
“ Repentance towards God, and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ,” showing clearly the vast
and vital importance of both. Mr. Moxham
made plain the sentence, ¢ What mean ye
by these stones?”’ Mr. Osmond opened‘l’y)
the words, “I will see you again.”
Beddow was heard on tbe practical aspect of
bope and love. Votes of thanks closed the
meeting.
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LENGTHENING THE CORDS AT

NUNHEAD BAPTIST CHAPEL,

Ou Tuesday, May 23, we convened a public
meeting for the purpose of bringing hefore
the people a proposition for enlargiug the
building. Mr. John Mead was in the chair,
Messrs. Mecres, King, Firminger, and Woud
occupied seats on the platform. After a
hymn, Mr. Meeres offered prayer. The
chairman stated the ohject of the meceting ;
expressed his gratification at finding there
was 8 necessity fur the step they were about
to take. It was evident to him that the
friends had done right in opening the place;
if any misgivings were entertained at the
comnmencement as to the propriety of insti-
tuting it, the sequel had proved them to be
unfounded. He called upon the secretary
of the building committee (Mr. Lingley)
for his statement of the present position of
affaire. [This is in type, but space will not
permit us this month to publish it.—Ebp}

The chairinan, after complimenting the
committee upon the promptness with which
they had brought the matter into a practical
form, and the clearness with which they bad
placed it before the people, asked Mr. Meeres
to address the meeting, Our good brother,
who from the first has evinced a lively interest
in us, gave some goodly words of encourage-
ment, and expressed himself very sanguine
as to the result, saying he should much like
1o see, what he thought was probable, that
when the opening services were held at the
completion of the alteratioms, the required
amount would be in band;and, as it was at a
place some years ago that he knew well, in
similar circumstanees, sizpence over.

Qur good brother King (one ot the deacons
of the Surrey Tabernacle) then followed
with hearty expressions of good feeling for
the people at Nunhead, and of attachment
to his dear brother then occupying the chair.
He reiterated the sentiment of the previous
speaker that it was not at all probable there
would be any difficulty about raising the
fund ; and from the secretary’s statement it
was very clear that the work they had in
contemplation was a real necessity. He
hoped the Lord would go on to bless them,
and the labours of his dear brother Mead
amongst them.

The chairman then stated that if any of
the friends who wished to shew their interest
in the cause here would give in their names
and promises for any amounts they felt dis-
posed to give, the secretary would he glad to
receive them. Many at once responded, and
at this the first meeting £150 was freely
promised (nearly half the amount required).

There are many friends who, though they
do not worship with us, feel an interest in
our welfare, and should they feel disposed to
encourage us with donations, any amounts,
whether large or small will be gratefully
received aud scknowledged hy the treasurer
of the committee, Mr. Firminger, Ehenezer
House, Gurdon-road, Peckham, 8.E. ; or by
Mr. Lingley, Underhill-road, Dulwich, 8.E.

J.C. L.
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ORDINATION OF MR. E:. MARSH,
AS PASTOR OF THE LAXFIELD
CHURCH, IN SUFFOLK.

We gave the preliminary parts of these
servires last month, The substance of

MR. MARSH’S TESTIMONY OF HIS CALL
DY GRACE

was as follows., He raid:—

Unlike many, vet like many others, I
cannot go back to the moment of time, or
the place, when and where the Lord first met
with me, for I had the privilege of being
born of God-fearing parents, and was the
subject of many tears and prayers from
them from my birth; but I soon gave strong
evidence that I was born in sin, and shapen
in iniquity. Almost the first thing I can
remember was being punished for falsehood,
by being made to %eam Acts v. My dear
mother died when I was very young. After
my mother’s death I was left much to the
care of domestic servants. One of these I
shall ever have cause to remember. My
father took her, I helieve, on the recommen-
dation of a friend out of charity. She had
been some little time in bis service wben she
was detected to be one from the streets.
This woman tried to fill my mind with all
the vice she could’ Being found out, she
was instantly turned away. Many things
she taught me gave great distress. From my
childbood I had convietivns of sin, and
ofttimes was afraid to go to sleep at night, for
fear I should never wake agnin; feeling
sure I should he lost if I died. During my
sleep I was distracted by dreams about the
pit of bell. I attended regularly for about
five years the Sunday-school at Zion chapel,
New-cross-road, Deptford. Many a time
there was I so convinced of my state as a
sinner before God that I have come home
and cried in secret before the Lord over the
things I had heard ; and especially on one
occasion, under an impressive address by Mr.
Anderson on the subject of ‘‘ Little Willie.”
Many things he said in that address led me
to believe that someone bad told him about
me. When I found that address was
respecting hisa owa youthful exercise of soul,
and that the ¢ Little Willie ” was John Slate
Anunderson, I felt overjoyed to think that as
he was saved there was perhaps a chavce
that I might be. Many things he said he
falt, I also found I had heen the subject of.
Maay things transpired in that school giving
me encouragement to hope; but in the
midst of all this I was addicted to swearing,
although I tried hard to break myself of it.
This was put a stop to in a marked manaer.
My father had an appreatice to whom I was
much attached. One day we had a quarrel,
and I set out swearing at him, With tears
in his eyes, he begged of me to think of
what would become of my sou! if I should
be then struck dead. This weat like a dagger
to my heart; although I would not let him
see it, it fairly beat me, and from that time I
felt unable to swear again. If ever an oath
did escape my lips, his tearful eve seemed to
cut me to the heart; and in after life the
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example that young man set me was made a
blessing to me in many ways. The young
man’s name was Henry Walter, who I
believe i3 a member of G. Webb’s Charch
at Maidstone. About this time I walked
nearly seventy miles to see my dear mother’s
grave. Never shall I forgetstanding thereon.
My soul was in misery on account of sin
while T stood on the mound of earth that
covered ber who had so often prayed for me,
and died believing I should be called by God’s
grace. This incident deepened my convic-
tions, and made me increasingly unhappy.

About this time [ went to hear a young
man preach at the Lecture-hall, Deptford,
and he so worked upon my natural feelings,
that I came home and told them I bad been
converted, and was determined to lead a
different life altogether. My Bible was read
regularly, and singing and prayer (?) was
my continual employmeat, until I began to
look down upon everyone else who was not
equally devotional and religious, as being
unfit company for me. In reality I said,
“ Stand aside, for I am bolier than thou.”
This fell away little by little; the Bible was
laid aside, or only taken up occasionally,
until at last I sank as far beyond hope as
ever I was. Ileft home and went to Pad-
dington ; there I found a little chapel in
Harrow-road, or rather, an upper room,
where a Mr, Munnos used to preach. I went
as often as possible ; and under the preaching
of Mr. Munns my hope seemed to revive, for
I could not help feeling that, though I seemed
to have neitber part nor lot in the matter of
salvation, yet [ was never so happy as when
with those I felt to be the children of God.

I used to walk behind them as they went
home, listening to all they bad to say. At
times some of them would speak to me. This
terrified me, for I used to fear lest they
should think me oneof them. After moving
about from place to place, sometimes lifted
up to hope, at others having no hope, I went
to live at Brentford, and attended the minis-
try of Mr. Parsons. At that time I fully
determined to keep my soul matters to my-
self. I felt I had only been deceiving some
of the Lord’s people. I determined to give
up praying, firmly believing I was ouly
acting the hypoerite. How could I dare to
call upon the Lord in prayer? I GAVE IT
uP! From that time I began to sink into
a most wretched state of mind. Night after
night have I walked my room in tears,
though I dared not go on my knees for fear
I should be struck dead. During the day I
envied every dumb animal I saw. “Ah!”
I have said many times, as I have looked at
a dog in the street, I wish I was like you,
then I should have no soul either to go to
heaven or hell.”

Oue Sunday, in the course of the sermon,
Mr. Parsons said, * There may be a young
person here tempted te leave off praving,
because he cannot feel he is one of God’s
children.” He said, “ Go to God as your
Creator and Provider, and thank Him as His
creature for every temporal blessing; and
may be He will lead you further.”
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NEVER SHALL I FORGET THAT SUNDAY.,

1 went home, and poured out my soul before
the Lord in praver; and thanked Him, not
only for temporal blessings, but that I was
out of hell. I heard Mr. Parsons regularly,
and at times felt greatly encouraged to hope.
My soul has often been melted within me
while witnessing the ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper administered, and when I left the
body of the chapel tosit in the side (the
communicants occupying the centre), Ah!
I thought, that will be my lot for ever, to see
the feast of the saints, but never to partake
with them. Sometimes I felt I must really
tell the friends the feelings of my heart, but
feared, lest anvone should kuow it.

At last, first one and then another
began to speak to me. I was privileged to
enjoy the friendship of several members of
the “Jeft’s” family, and was greatly
encouraged in the ways of the Lord by Mr.
T. B. Voysey, of Turnham-green. His
brotber Alfred was also a choice companion,
he being at that time an earnest seeker of
the Lord. One Lord’s-day evening 1 had
been to a chapel at Richmond; and as I
came home, musing on my state, and
wondering where the scene would end, all
&t once the words, ¢ We know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren,” came with power; such a
flood of light and joy filled my soul that I
seemed quite beside myself. [ felt a mnew
creature. All my past experience, my cries
and tears, my anxious wrestlings at the
throne of grace, my love for God’s children
above all others, all now appeared before me
as evidences of being a saved soul, and I
rejoiced with joy unspeakable.

I then determined to tell the people of God
that I wished to cast in my lot with them;
but when I had made up my mind to do it,
I remembered all the past, and how I had at
other times felt I should like to do the same,
and after that fell back into coldness, so that
I gave up thinking of doing so, for fear I
should ever bring disgrace on the cause of
Christ. Soon atter this I left Brentford, and
after about two years’ roaming about,

SETTLED DOWN AT YARMOUTH.

Here I was much exercised in mind
respecting the doctrines of grace, feuring
lest [ only loved them because I had been
brought up in them. I was determined
to search for myself. The ministry of Mr.
F. S. Reynolds was a great blessing to me in
tbe enlightening of my mind in doctrine. I
was then led to see tbe doctrines of grace
with a clearness I had never seen before.
Several members of the Church asked me to
unite with them. Though T greatly desired
it, fear kept me back for a long time, At
last [ felt I eould keep away no longer, and
was baptized by Mr. Reynolds, and added to
the Cburch,in May, 1875.

After standing some time in membership,
my mind was greatly tried about certain
points of doctrine, and what was Scriptural
fellowship, when a friend, putting into my
hand some Gospel Heralds, with corres-
pondence by Mr, Shepherd on *‘ Sense, Faith,
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and Order,” and also his work on “The Distin-
guishing Doctrines of the Strlet and Pap-
ticular Baptists,” my soul was completely
set At liberty, both with regard to my own
position in the Church, and the position of
the Church with the Word of God. My
happiest hours at Yarmouth were spent with
the young in the Sabbath-school, which I
had commenced after joining the Church,
which school, I am thankful to say, is still
going on, under the superintendence of a
dear sister, who ever sought to encourage
me in all the ways of the Lord. Thus have
I told forth a few of the many circumstances
in connection with my call by God’s grace,
and through that grace am still upheld.
*QOnce a sinner, near despair,

Sought Thy mercy-seat by prayer ;

Mercy heard and set him free,

‘I'bat poor sinner, Lord, was me."”
To thename of a Triune God be all the glory,
for it is by His grace alone I am where and
what I am. -

[Call to the ministry next month.]
A BRIEF MEMOIR OF THE LATE
MR. JOHN INWARD.

He was born at Crayford, in Kent, and
early in life was brought to know the Lord :
he was baptized at & chapel in Crayford, but
he could not find food for his soul, and in the
order of Providence was led to Bexley Heath,
to sit under the ministry of Mr. Cornelius
Slim. His pathway was tribulative, and he
removed to Woolwich. Under Mr. Hanks
his soul was much blest ; during this time the
Lord called him to the ministry ; he served
many Churches in Kent, Surrey, and other
counties. Hisfirst sermon was preached in
a room at Erith, and his last sermon was
preached in his own hired house, at Homer-
ton, from Rev. xvii. 14, last clause. Between
his first and last sermons he was pastor of
five Churches, and after thirty-six years’
labour in the ministry, which was crowned
with success, his end was peace. He was
instrumental in turning many from darkness
to light. He has laid down his sword, and is
gone home to receive his promised crown of
life. The great theme of bis ministry was
the exaltation of Jesus; his aim to bring
poor sinners to know and Jove the Saviour’s
nawe, and to follow Him in an experimental
and practical pathway. The distinguishing
doctrines of divine grace, as he preached them,
fed the souls of many of God’s chosen ones
with the bread of life; numbers confessed
their {aith in the Lord, and he baptized them
in the name of a Triune Jehovah. Many
witnesses are left to testify of the faithful-
ness of his ministry ; he had many kind
friends. He has left a widow and family in
trying circumstances; he committed them
into the hands of the Lord, knowing He can
move the hearts of the people toward their
temporal good. We shall see his prayers are
answered by the good hand of our God.

A appeal has been made ; we feel nssured
many will cheerfully and willingly respond.

F.HI1TCHCOCK.

197, Casland-road, South Hackuoey.
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LITTLE ALIE-STREET—PASTOR’S
RESIGNATION.

Mr. C. Masterson, having accepted a call
from the Church at Bond-street, Brighton,
has resigned the pastorate over the
Church at Little Alie-street, after ministering
to us in holy things for the period of eleven-
and-a-half years, preaching his farewell ser-
mons on Sunday, May 14 ; and, although we
would gladly have retained him amongst us,
yet, believing that the Lord’s hand is in it,
we would not complain, trusting that He
who knoweth whatis best for His people, and
in whose gracious hand is the direction of all
things concerning His Church, will, in His
own good time, send us another under-shep-
herd who shall go in and out amongst us,
feeding the flock with the finest of the wheat,
and preaching the Gospel of salvation as
faithtully and lovingly as did our late pastor.

We rejoice to be able tosay that his ministry
has not-been without seals thereto; many
have come forward for baptism, and have thus
been joined to the visible Church, while
others have cast in their lot with us from
other Churches, showing that the blessing of
the Lord has accompanied the Word.

At the regular Church-meeting in April,
our pasior’s letter having been read, and
received with many expressions of regret, it
was unanimously resolved that a testimonial
be presented to him as an acknowledgment of
our appreciation of his work in our midst, and
of the love and esteem in which he was held
by both the Church and congregation. A
committee was then appointed to carry the
resolution into effect ; the result being made
known at the usual week evening service on
Thursday, May 25. On this occasion the
venerable Philip Dickerson, our former pastor,
who still remains with us, took the service.
After singing and prayer, as usual, Mr,
Dickerson, as cbairmau, opened the business
of the presentation by a few kindly remarks,
saying that, although Solomon had said that
there was nothing new under the sun, this
was something new to him ; that, whereas
he had often been called upon to attend
meetings for the settlement of pastors, he had
never befure been at a meeting of this kind.
He theu called upon the secretary toread the
contents of the beautifully illuminated address
to be presented to the pastor; which, having
been done, together with a statement of the
amounts received hy the collectors, Mr.
Dickerson, in his kindest manner, presented
the address, and also the purse containing
£24, te Mr. Masterson, who, in accepting
the sawme, appeared much overcome, and
spoke in feeling terms of the kindness he had
always received, and which had culminated in
the handsome testimonial before him ; he
should prize it as amongst hia greatest earthly
treasures, and give it the hest place in his best
Toom. As to the purse of gold, it would be
very useful, and he thanked them heartily for
the kind feeling which had prompted this
very kind act.

The testimonial having been handed round
for the inspection of the friends, the meeting
closed hy singing and prayer. S.J. W
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(Copy of Address.)

To Mr. Charles Masterson, pastor of the bapt zed
Church of Chrlst meeting for worship at, Litcle
Alic-street, Whitechapel, London.

DEAR PASTOR,—AB in the providence of God
you are about 1o be removed to another sphere
of labour in the Lord's vineyard, having beea
made faithfal in 1he proclamation of the truth
a8 it i3 in Jesus during the past eleven years and
a-half in this place, and favoured tn he the
humbleinstromen! in the Lord'sgracious hand to
the ingathering of many precious sou 8, and to
the building up of His saints in the faith of the
cverlasting Gospel—we, the members of the
Church and congregation worshipping at Iittle
Alic-street, desire to acknowledge the goodness
of Godin sending you amongst us. and to express
our unfeigned love and estcem toward you and
your dear partner in life, and our decp regret at
being 80 soon called upon to part with you asour
minister ; but, although thus removd to a dis-
tance, we shall ever remember your earnest
endeavours to win souls to Jesusg, and we pray
that He who has hitherto been your gracious
Helper may still bless, strengthen, and support
you, and make you increasingly useful in the
work He has appointed for you, and we trust
that the change may prove bencficial, both to
yourszelf and family.

Signed, on behaif of the Church and congre-
gation,—

PHILIP DICKERSON,

JAMES INCE,

WILLIAM HIDER,

TaOMAS LANSLEY,

JOSEPH YESTEY,

SAMUEL GEO. INCE,
Deacons.

CANNING TOWN. — Whit Monday
was the fourth anaiversary of Providence,
Shirley-street. Mr. Holden preached in
afternoon. We enjoyed a comfortable tea.
At evening meeting, Mr. W. Symonds
(chairman) called brother Norman to prayer.
Brother Symonds gave good words on God’s
faithfulness. Brother Hitcheoek discoursed
upon the descent of the Holy Ghost on the
day of Pentecost. F.C. Holden, upon the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, was edifying.
W. Joiner gave a faithful testimony on the
words, ‘¢ For from the rising of the sun, even
unto the going down of the same, My name
shall be great among the Gentiles,” beauti-
fully illustrating our Lord’s condescension to
poor siomers. Our minister, brother W.
Wheeler, said, * His name shall be great in
Israel.” Mr. Wheeler hias chiefly ministered
to the cause here for the last filteen months.
We have cause to be thankful, to take
courage, and go forward in the strength of
the Lord. Mr. W. Symonds’ final address
and hymn brought the meeting to a close.
A time of refreshing from the presence of
the Lord. C.C.

WILLINGHAM.—OLD BAPTIST
CHAPEL. On Whit Monday, May 29, 1832,
two earnest and very able sermons were
preached by Mr. I. Levinsohn. T_he attention
of the people was profoundly silent. Our
dear brother has preached for several years,
but bis sermons were still as full of power
and freshness as when he first paid us a visit.
A public tea was provided, when a large
number sat down to partake of it. The old
chapel was crowded in the evening. The
proceeds amounted to_ just £30. We were
honoured by many of the friends of truth
from the sister Churches,~—J. B. LAMB.
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A MINISTER'S NOTES TO ONE IN
MUCH DARKNESS AND DISTRESS.

MY DEAR FRIEND,—I must writea few
lines to correct a great mistake you have
made. You have mis-read the signboard
over the storehouse of grace ; I read it most
distinetly: ‘ Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ve to the waters, and he that hath no
money. come ve, buy and eat, yea, come, buy
wine and milk without money, and without
price ; come, for all things are ready, come
to the marriage; him that cometh to Me I
will in no wise cast out; blessed are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for
they shall be filled”” I am very much dis-
tressed at your unhappy state of mind,and I
trust soon & word from the King will turn
your captivity. You surely do not mean to
refuse to do anything for Jesus! even if you
are the subject of eternal despair, it will be
one glad thing to know that you tried to
help on the kingdom of Christ; but I am
persuaded better things than this of you,
those Gospel provisions are for your poor
troubled heart, and I feel satisfied that ere
long I shall hear that you are clothed, and
seated at the feet of Jesus, and in your right
mind. Ihope you will not take offence at
anything I may say to you, for, believe me,
I bave but one desire, and that is your
spiritual ‘good. I thank you for your kindly
assurance of continued friendship. May
God, the Holy Ghost, bear such overcoming
testimony with your spirit, that no power,
human or devilish, shall be able to gainsay.

Your faithful Pastor, T.

My Dear FRIEND,—I have been very
much troubled by your letter of Monday
night; I had not the slightest idea that you
were thesubject of such dreadful doubts and
fears, and | am very sorry that the accuser
of the brethren is allowed so to assault you,
but I feel sure that it is only to drive you to
the bosom of your Lord. I ask myself, Can
these bitter things she has written of herself
be true? and I answer, No, they cannot;
for without going back to the many precious
things you have written to me in days past,
but only referring to your last letter, I find
evidence of your interestip a precious Christ,
that you are led to choose Him before the
world,or the pleasures of sin, and the counter-
part to that is, you were chosen in Him
before the foundation of the world. I am
not prepared to withdraw anything I said
last Lord’s-day, for I trust I spoke as the
Holy Spirit gave me utterance. It appears
to me, that what should have confirmed your
joy and peace, was by the power of the enemy
used to distress and unsettle you. I am
thinking of dear Bunyan’s figure, the dread-
ful conflict, when the enemy shouted, “ Here
will I spill thy esoul,” but was not able no
more than he is to destroy thee. I am
sure, you don’t yet know the strength of the
love of thy soul’s Husband ; I would always
be kind to any of my Lord’s dear people,
who are troubled by doubts and fears, at the
same time I can plainly see they belong to
the flesh, while faith (trust) is the grace of
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the Spirit. Oh, cry unto thy Father for the
gift of the Holy Spirit. He has said, ** It
shall be given to them thatask Him.” You
ask my poor prayers, you shall have them ;
I feel as if I'should like to come between you
and the tempter, and fight for you the battle
to the gate, With great anxiety for your
soul’s welfare, T.

THE LONGING OF A WOUNDED
SPIRIT.

{We do pray the writer of this note may
realise the full meaning of Job’s words,
** HE knoweth the way that I take; when
HEe hath tried me, I shall come forth as
gold.]

DEAR BROTHER BANnks,—I am still
trusting for the rise of the Sun of Righteous-
ness with healing in His wings.

*“ How happy are the new-born race,
Partakers of adopting grace!

How pure the bliss they share!
Hid from the world and all its cyes,
Within their eart the blessing lics,

And conscience feels it there.”

Dear Mr. Banks, in your prayers at a
throne of grace remember me. Some may
fear my sincerity as they did that of Saul of
Tarsus. But God knows, my heart loves
the old, old story far better than the sensa-
tional dreams I have forsaken. Do not shun
me, I pray you; do notcrush the sighs of a
longing one, feeling the burden of sin in its
intensity. Do help a poor sorrowing one,
whose harp is hung upon the willows, for,—
“I suffer fruitless anguish day by day,

Each moment, as it passcs, marks my pain ;

Scarce knowiug whitrer, donbtfully I stray,

And see no end of all that I sustain.”

Oh, if ever the Lord permits me to tell of
His blessed mercy, weeping, I will speak of
His love, though,—

**He smites me, wounds mo, and withholds the
cure; [faint.”

Exhausts my powers, and leaves me sick and

I pray for His mercy. May He bless you
abundantly. Wishing you every conceivable
happiness in close communion with the
eternal Majesty, BELIEVE me, yours sin-
cerely in Aope of eternal life, T.C.N.

WEST KINGTON.—The foundation, or
corper-stone, of a new Baptist chapel was
1aid bere June 6, by Mr. R. Varder, of Yeovil.
West Kington Church pulpit is the place from
which Latimer was dragged and burnt at the
stake. * I saw the old pulpit, some time
since, in the Church, from which he

reached ” (W. Price, Bath). Bishop Hugh

atimer, one of the English reformers of the
sixteenth century, was one of the first victims
of Mary’s reign. He was burnt, in company
with Ridley, in 1555, when about 73 years of
age. Ah! Christian men, the end is not yet.
We have reason to fear there is a deep,
Satanic conspiracy, even at this time ; and if
the determined Ritualists and Romanists can
once more get the faithful Protestants into
their hands, woe be unto all of us. All the
Saviour’s first ambassadors were slain, and
there is a slaying yet to come.
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THE SOLDIER’S LECTURE AT
CHATHAM.

By Isaac CuaRLEs JoHN8ON, Esq., J.P.

Interesting services were held Tuesday,
May 30, at New Enon, Chatham, having tor
their object friendly Christian intercourse,
the diffusion of Gospel truth,and the obtain-
ment of some money towasz the reduction
of chapel debt.

It wasarranged that our Christian brother,
Mr. Arthur Baker, should preach a sermon
in the afternoon, that there should be a
public tea afterwards, and that Mr. Baker
should deliver a lecture in the evening on
his life as a soldier in a Highland regiment.
The text of sermon was, ‘‘And the Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering.” Our
brother preached Jesus and His salvation
with that zeal and vigour that I believe are
peculiar to him. The congregation was
evidently edified by the discourse ; and there
can be no douht that the Lord sent him there
to preach, for in addition to general edifica-
tion there was special application of the
Word, fulfilling the scripture, * Thou shalt
arise, and have mercy upon Zion, for the
time to favour her, yea, the set time is come.”

There was present a sister who for years
had possessed the faith of adherence, but
had not attained to the faitb of assurance.
This sister, who had come to the service from
a distance, received the Word with such
power as to be able to realise her interest iu
Christ.

After having enjoyed a good tea, micely
arranged for and prepared by one of the
Marthas, who possesses no less the spirit of
Mary, we adjourned to the chapel, when it
fell to my lot to preside. We commenced by
singing a suitable hymn, and reading a
portion of God’s Word. Brother Webb
sought by prayer the Lord’s blessing on the
meeting.

Brother Baker kept us two hours, within
a few minutes, describing the dealingsof the
Lord with bim from his boyhood until he
was called to the work of the ministry. His
leaving: the parental roof, enlisting as a
soldier, joining a Highland regiment, beirg
sent oft” to India, his engagement in hattle
against tbe Shah of Persia, danger at the
siege of Lucknow, his many hair-breadth
escapes, a comrade by his side having heen
cut in two by a cannon-ball, himself un-
harmed, his preservation in fourteen engage-
ments ; how God in infinite mercy convinced
him in Arabia of his sinnership, his soul
trouble in consequence, his subsequent
deliverance, &c., all came out solemnly, so
that the lecture was listened to with un-
flagging attention, and was truly edifying to
all present, as it was an exhihition of the
sovereignty, wmercy, goodness, aud faithful-
ness of our covenant God.

Before the lecture commenced 1 walked
with our brother Baker to the Chatham
barracks, to which place many years ago he
was sent, on first joioing the army. He
pointed out the spots familiar to him, and
vividly remembered by him.

We Liave at Gravesend a God-fearing man,
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who is barrack master there; he remembers
Arthur Baker Bell. They were together at
the siege of Lucknow. This good man has
great influence for good amongst the soldiers
stationed from time to time at Gravesend.
He sometimes enlists the writer to address
them at the barracks, on the temperance
question, the commanding officer favouring
these meetings, as being calculated to do the
soldiers some good.

Well, the day at Enon passed pleasantly,
and, I believe, profitably. We had a good
sermon in the afternoon, a good tea meeting,
a good lecture, and, I believe, there was a
good collection. I hope the friends there
will soon have occasion to be thankful at
seeing the chapel entirely free from deht.

I am, dear Mr. Editor,
Yours sincerely,

Gravesend, June 9, 1882,

[Mr. Arthur Baker will, if God permit,
leave his present pastorate at Glemsford in a
few months. He will be at liberty to supply
or take the oversight of any Strict Baptist
Church where a merciful providence may
open * a fresh door and effectual ”’ for him,
and where, if there are not many adversaries,
it will be so much the better. Arthur Baker
shews in his lecture that he has been a
favoured soldier in the wars of the world ;
and his many years’ service in the Churches
witness he has been a useful soldier of the
cross. Now in his ripe ministerial manhood
may our God bless him more than ever. So
prays his friend the Editor.]

BATH. — BarTIsT SUNDAY SCHOOL,
WipcoMBE. Our thirty-third anniversary
was May 21. Our pastor, Mr. J. Huntley,
preached in the morning and evening ; in the
afternoon R. O. Heywood, Esq., gave an
address to the parents and scholars. The
singing by the scholars was highly creditable.
Our brother, Mr. W. H. Curus, is to be com-
mended for the efficient manner in which the

raise was rendered. The pastor was excel-
ent; many listened attentively to the Gospel
of the grace of God. On Monday about 200
sat down totea. Public meeting was presided
over by our worthy pastor ; prayer was offered
by our Brother Seaman; Mr. Curtis, the
secretary, read report ; it showed us having
150 scholars and 14 teachers. The school had
raised £6 towards the missionary cause, and
£7 towards the new schoolroom ; the Lord
has blessed us! Scholars have come forward
desiring to be led in the way to Zion. We
rejoice to hear that the Lord’s work is
going on in the Sunday-scbool. O, that many
may come jorward, constrained by love
divine! Mr. Vincent exhorted the teachers
earneslly to “search the Scriptures;” Mr.
Bailie spoke encouragingly; superiutendent
J. R. Huntley brought a pleasant evening to
a close. We should like to say that the chapel
was prettily decorated with flowers and plauts.
The collections for both days amouuted to
over 9. Toour Father, throuzh Christ, we
would ascribe all the praise.—W. P., Bath,
June 3, 1882.
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THE BAPTISTS IN AYLESBURY.
A TALK TO MYSELYF.

Mondey moruiog, June 12, 1882.—Pour-
ing rain. ’Tis but a passing watering-pot,
emptying itself down here; but Nature
shews herself now very playful, she shines
forth in brilliancy; then again she robes
herself in c¢louds of darkness, and says,
*How quickly I could baptize the whole
nation in rivers deeper than ever Jordan
was.,” But there is ON € who holds the winds
in His fists, and the waters in the hollow of
His hand, who giveth us wmercifully sunshine
and shower, as it pleaseth Hiwm,

Yesterday morning Mr. Deaccn North
asked me if T would speak to the little ladies
and gentlemen of Sunday school? I had
nothing in pocket, nor bag, nor memory, for
the dear juveniles; but I have not learned
to say, “ No” to any little service, so I
ventured to say, “Yes;” and as soon as
morning service was over I began to send a
sigh upwards, and a plummet downwards
into the little mine for some message to
carry to the tender plants which they are
nursing in the Walton-street Sunday school,
in the aristocratic town of Ayleshury,
standing in the fertile valleys of Bucking-
hamshire. Surely the Lord God is *“ a Father
to the fatherless; ” and whatever others may
think, sav, or do, against this poor little
orphan bov, as I have ever been, in some
sense, yet he can say, in the fear of the Lord,
that whenever I have gone to Him, in secret,
with a special request, He has never failed
me.

When we gathered round the family altar
in Mr. E. North’s mansicn yesterday
morning, and he read, ¢ This poor man cried
unto the Lord, and the Lord heard him, and
delivered him out of all his fears,” my soul
conld respond to it a hearty *“ AMEN.” Su
even now when I sought then I found ; and
the words which

THE AMAZED PEOFLE
cried out concerning the Savicur,
“HE HATH DONE ALL THINGS WELL,”
came up in my tboughts, and with them I
ventured to fuce the pretty Sunday school
congregation, and a pleasant little service
we enjoyed. Both morning and evening I
was permitted to go through the services;
but in prayer my soul could not get her
wings out; I could not climh up Jacob’s
ladder, so I lay at the foot of the ladder,
striving berd to sesd up some heart-felt
desires ; but something held me down.

The singing at Avlesbury was full of
sweetness to me. In preaching I was like
one walking on the hanks of the river, but
could not get in to swim. In the evening I
had an earnest of something good. I did not
realise it. I was like a bow in the hands of
another. Arrows were put into this bow,
and I shot ther off. It did not appear to be
myself preaching at all; I was only an
iustrumeut in the hands of another. It
was sharp-shooting, where the arrows went
or what tbey did I know noet. Then, all of
a sudden, I was like a miner, going down
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into the city of Mansonl,
inner man several platforms, The first plat-
form was ** THE HEART.” 1 asked,“ Does
TRUE LOVE TO CHRIST dwell here??”
“Yes,” was the reply; but I have sometimes
found the PRACTICE of the possessor proved
that love to CHRIST was not a reigning
power. The life of the man gave the lie to
the heart’s pretension. So I went down
deeper to another platform, called “ THE
Mi~ND.”” And I asked the Mind if
‘‘the knowledge of God was there?”
““whom to koow is life eternal.” * Yes,”
answered the Mind; I know the Father
hath chosen the Church in His Son. I
know the Christ has done, as is said of
Boaz. He first purchased the inheritance,
and then he married her. So the Son of
God cometh from the heavens twice; first,
to redeem ; secondly, to marry.” Good, so
far as doctrinal knowledge is concerned.
But if knowledge in the mind doth not
shine forth in the conversation and character
of the man, it is a serious question whether
it is not simply the iotellect of the brain, but
not the inspiration of the Spiriz.

Down to a third platform I tried to grope
my way. That is, into the Conscience.
Now this descent was so clumsily done that
I imagined the people thought I had lost
myself. Well, all this descent into Mansoul
was so0 spontaneous, so unthought of, so un-
premeditated by me, that I wondered where
1 was going to. The fact is, I have feared
there is s0 much of surface-talk in the pulpit
now, s0 rauch of the schoolmen and the
lettermen, that I was driven to a kind of
diving into ‘‘the deep that coucheth
beneath,” in the secret chambers of Man.
soul, to find out, if possible, the witness of
the Spirit in the whole of the innerman. So
on the platform of the Conscience I asked,
‘“Has the precious hlood of the Lamb
rurged thee from dead works to serve the
iving and the true God ?”” But, as Joshua
Prusol says, in his ¢ Dreams of My Solitude,”
his talent not having been fully and con-
stantly used, ‘‘ had become rusty and feeble,”
so this conscience having been much
blunted and cramped, could not answer.

I made another plunge downward into the
Soul, the fountain of all real life, yea, the
life itself ; and I aimed to find out if that
soul had been born again, not of corruptible
but of incorruptihle seed. But doubts and
fears did so pester the poor soul it could not
come up into the affirmative. Hence, I
know not if any good was done.

When I came up out of the mining work
I was led to commence a brief review of the
two distinct classes of the ministry, as they
are set in contrast in Ezek. xliv. 9—16 ; but
the express steam-engine, Z2'ime, had fled,
and I was compelled to pull up, and give it
up, sitting down ashamed of the poor piece
of preaching I had flung out. Oh,all ye
ministers who are, as ye think, called to this
most awful work, will ye, with me, examine
this vital question, Are we only ministers of
the gates, ministering to them of the
Tsraelites who are gone astray * after their
idols,” or are we of the sons of Zadok, who

I found in the



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD.

have kept the charge of the sanctuary, when
the hosts of Israel went astray from the
Lord ?

Let us, with prayer and without prejudice
(if ve can get rid of that destructive little
yellow-eyed, sour monster, let us), try our-
selves by the plain distinctive features the
Lord Himself has given us.

Of the ancient and only Baptist Church
in Aylesbury, and the numerous desolate
Churches in Bucks, I wish to talk over a
few things presently. In the mean time I
thank the Aylesbury Baptists for their kind-
ness to their somewhat sorrowful servant,

C. W. BaNKS.

Sorrowful, because out of about seventy
Baptist Cburches in that snug and fruitful
county there are nearly fifty of them with-
out settled pastors, The “ Hand-Book,” for
1882, says that Aylesbury population is nearly
20,000." Is not that a false stretch of about
20,000 souls? Sorrowful, too, because such
a good old Church in Walton-street has ever
been, that it should be without a sterling, a
loving, » working pastor. Has the promise
failed, ¢ I will give them pastors,” &e.? or
has the faith and patient perseverance of the
people in prayer failed? Wait until I can
cowme to you ‘again.

DEVON.—CorPUSs CHRISTI STONE-
HOUsE. OQur anniversary (the third since I
have been here) took place Sunday, May
28, and Wednesday, 31. Mr. J. Vaughan
preached Sunday evening to alarge congre-
gation. On Wednesday the smaller St.
George’s Hall was filled with about 230
friends, who sat down to tea, In the
evening every seat was occupied, and an
interesting meeting was held under the
presidency of the pastor. Eighteen tables
were given by the friends: collection satis-
factory. The presence of the Master was
realised. Three of the Howe-street deacons,
and a few of the friends, have sittings with us.
Howe-street Church is dissolved.—W. 8.

COBHAM, SURREY.—On June 13 we
journeyed to this beautiful suburban field ;
saw Mr. Lewes, the pastor. Mr. Hall, of
Clapham, preached in the morning; in the
afternoon Mr. Beach, of Surrey Tabernacle,
conducted public meeting. Our friend
Taylor called upon the Lord to bless us.
Mr. Hall again spoke to us. Mr. Carr, of
Surrey Tabernacle ; Mr. Wood, of Claygate ;
Mr. C. Z. Turner, of Ripley; and others,
also spoke. [t was a comfortable afternoon.
Many precious things were brought forth by
the servants of the Lord. In the evening,
Mr. Stephens, of Leatherhead, preached a
nice experiniental sermon,

WALWORTH.—At Excelsior Band of
Hope, on June 6, nearly 200 children were
helped to a bountiful tea, with singing and
reciting. W. Beddow gave an address.
Mr, Thomas still works efficiently; Mr.
Dobson looks well in his labour of love; but
funds are needed to secure a lareer building.
Brethren, come and help us.—W. B
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JUBILEE OF MR. DANIEL SMART'S
MINISTRY.

“An Old Cranbrook Lad ” says:—In
Isnac Beeman’s chapel, called ** Providence,”
where, for many years, no other sound was
much heard or needed but the saintly and
serious preacher, Isaac Beeman, and the
clerk, Mr. Siggs—in this heavenly, conse-
crated place, there is expected to be special
service celebrated in August next, when a
public testimonial is to be presented to Mr.
Smart. Few men are now living who have
enjoyed a more steady and successful course
in the ministry than has gnod Daniel Smart.
We never heard that any of the demons or
dogs of Egypt ever dared to bark ataman
so decided, so demonstrative, so terrible
against sinners, and sometimes so tender to
saints, as the present minister of Providence
cbapel, Cranbrook, in Kent. No doubt,
there will he a large assembly of the godly
on the occasion referred to, and a noble pre-
sentation will be made. We may be able to
furnish a few particulars, if we all live until
tbe autumn of the present year; and if we
are called hence before Zhis jubilee comes to
pass, most intensely do we pray that we may
be found where all the ransomed crown a
glorious Saviour—their own—“ LORD OF
ALL!”

Hotes of the Hlonth.

“WORSE THAN AN INFIDEL!” WHO
CAN HE BE?

“Ah! it 1s an evil thing, and bitter,
When the cheerful face of charity
Goeth forth gaily in the morning
To woo the world with smiles,
To be met by those wayfaring men
‘With coldness, suspicion, and repualse.”

“As for those persons,” saith the venerable
commentator, *‘ who cast their poor widows (and
fatherless children) npon the Church (or, worse
still, uporn the slender mercies of the rusty,
searcd consciences of the Poor Law Grid-irons),
such persons (if persons they may be called)
who will not provide, when they are able, for
those to whom they have pledged themselves to
nourish, to cherish, and raithfully to care for;
but who, neglecting to make provision for them,
when sudden death, or lingering disease, bath
shut the doors of provision-making, such per-
sons are to be looked upon (whatever their
professions or intentions may be, they arc to
he vlewed), as deaiers of the faith, and as even
worse than the heathen.”

The Bible is a comprebensive and a conde-
scending Book. It not only carries you up to
itho high heaveuns, revealing to you the great
and graud provislons which the Lord God has
made for mau’s dire necessities; but the Bible
comes dowa into your houses, into your families,
into your circumstances, and declares unto you
your solemu duties to make all the provision in
your power for those whose natural exislence
depends mainly and instrumentally upon you
young men, you husbands, you fathers, and all
who stand in & responsible relationship in this,
to us, uncertain world.

‘When the Report read at the Twenty-seventh
Annual General Meeting of the

BRITISH EQUITABLE ASSURANCE COMPANY
fell into my hands, tho strong words of Paul to
Timothy ferced themselves distinetly nupon my
mind : **If any provide not for his own, and
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specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the failh,
* And s worse than an infidel.”
The Syrlac Version renders it more extensively,
deelaring that the Holy Ghost spake not simply
of making provision for the different branches
of our relatives, but it says, ‘' and specially for
those who are the children of the houso of
faith.” It is one of the laws of heaveu that those
who are entrusted with the wealth of this world
should make it their business to sce that the
poor and the destitute children of the faith he
fed and clothed to the utmost cxtent of their
power.
“ Worse than an iz fidel,”
for the heathens are taught aud directed by the
light of Nature to take carc of their poor and
aged parents, as wcll as of their partners, and of
their offspring.
GOD'S PREDESTINATION

never renders null and void man's responsibility
to use all the power with which he is entrusted,
and all the mecans honourably available to lay
np against the time to cowne.

The man who allows the days of his youth and
of his health to pass away without a practical
care-laking for his own, is “worse than the
brute ereatures, and may be said to be without
natural affections. The Jews have a law which
condemns the unproviding man as “a cruel
creature,” and scorneth his soclety. We should
hail with lively sywpathy every organisation
whicb aims to recover our fallen fellows from
reckless and careless living, reducing themselves
and their households to misery, poverty, and
uutiring ends.

I have no personal interest in the * British
Equitable Assurance Company;® but I have
known its originators, its officers, and directors,
as being gentlemen of Clristian principles, and
of most honourable bearings. 1 have watched
ite steady growth, its increasing strength, ite
substantial wealth, and the amazing benefits
flowing to tbe bereaved families whose heads
were among its policy-holders; and in this, my
first notice, I simply, but confidently, recom-
mend all uninsured persons to obtain a copy of
the Twenty-seventh Aunual Report of the
*British Equitable,” from the Managing Dlrcc-
tor, WILLIAM STTTON GOVER, Esq., at the
Company’s offices, 4, Queen-street-place, Lon-
don, E.C,

“ Let ns pour to the hero the dirge of death,

For to-morrow he hies to the grave."”
C. W. BAXKS.

South Hackney, Junc 14, 1882.

“ONE MORE DAY ON EARTH, AND THEN
IN GLORY FOR EVER.”

MY DraAR BROTHER BANKS,—I eend you a
few particulars respecting my dcar wife, Mary
Ann Carpenter, who fell aslesp in Jesus, April
10, 1882. She was born in Lower Sloane-street,
Chelsea, in 1826, Her parents were godly people;
members of the Church at Salem, Meard's-court,
when Mr. Jobn Stevens was pastor. Early in
life she lost her dear mother, and, by reason of
ter loneliness, was led to look up to her Father
in heaven, and she has told me that at a very
early age she felt deep sorrow on account of
sin. Her couversion was very gradual, Brought
up under the sound of the Guspel, never st_xffered
to fall into great sin. She was baptized in 1851
by the late Mr. George Wyard, then pastor of
the Church at Soho. She was a teacher in the
Sunday-school for some long time.

We were married iu 1557, and on November 1,
1n that year you received her into full com-,
munion at Uticorn-yard chapel, where 1 was &
member, and she then had the senior girls' class
We hLud many blessed seasons there, and
remaiued until you were removed in Providence
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to Oid Ford ; the distance was too great for us
to go. In July, 1862, we joined the Chureh at
Bast-street. Walworth, where she continued an
honoured member till her death, being for many
years treasurer of the Doreas Socicty, as well as
filling up her position as a deacon's wife.

In 1880, in consequence of severe illness, she
had to go into the hospital, and early in 1881
went uuder an operation thore. She came out,
and wo hoped her life might be spared for some
years to come; but in March she was coniined
to her bed. Her sufferings were intense; the
Lord in Iis mercy caused her to be unconscious,
so that she was inscusible to her great pain.
‘When we spoke to her of heaven, and the best
things, her face lit up with joy, and she was
conscious her end ‘was approaching, About a
week before she passed away she requested me
toread to her the hymn, “ Abide with me," and
on the day before she dted frequently said, “ One
more day ou earth, and then in glory for ever.”
Thus she passed away, aud although she did not,
as mauy thought, come to herself, her life was
a living testimony of the grace of God being in
her heart.

‘We committed her body to the grave, at Nun-
head Cemetery, on April 15, in the prescunce of a
large number of friends, and our pastor preached
a funeral sermon on the following evening. In
conclusion, I trust, my dear brother, that God
will still bless you abundantly; and as it will
not be long before we shall pass over Jordau,
may you then see many in that brighter and
better world whom you were the means, in
God’s hands, of bringing to Christ. So prays,

Youws in Jesus, J. 8. CARPENTER.

GONE IN & MOMENT.—John Bell, of Clare,
Armagh, was attending a meeting of the Dro-
more Presbytery, where he had been asked to
sit and deliberate, when he bowed his head in a
pew and cxpired, in the eighty-second year of
his age. At an early age le entered tho old
college at Belfast, where he distinguished him-
sclf as a prizeman in mathematics and other
subjects. In the ordinary course of time he was
licensed by the Presbytery of Dromore to preach
the Gospel ; and, having recoived a call at the
age of twenty-four, was ordained by the
Presbytery of Armagh to the pastorate of the
congregation of Clare, whose minister he
remained till the end of his life.

‘WE have commenced reading Mrs, Booth’s
book on *“Godliness.” She is a bold woman, and
the whole euterprise is astonishing ; bot we can-
not yet euter upon any criticism.

Beatlys.

Mr. George Scott, the evangelist of High
‘Wycombe, has been called to bury the remains
of his long-afflicted wife, ut Prestwood, on May
30, 1882, at the age of 31.—Tho pious and
patiently-persevering preacher, Mr. Delf, of
Coventry, almosLl suddenly fell asleep, on Satur-
day, May 20, 1882, aged 63. He was a fine young
man in 1843, when he commenced his ministry
in Coventry, and 1n that town he coutinued nntil
paralysis quickly sumnioned him to retire from
his ministerial labours on carth.—Dr, Hannay,
at 73, has also been called home,

Miss Marshall, for over mixty years a membor
of the Baptist Cliurch in Aylesbury (the sister
of the late long-renowned deacon Marshall, who
was for an extonded period a pillar in the
Walton-street traternity), has recently fallon
asleep, aged 92, at her resideuce in Kingsbury-
squaro, Aylesbury. 7Tlo loss of thuse aud other
faithful friends causcs anxious prayers to
ascend unto the Lord our God that He would
raise up many grace-saved aud truthful young
ones to fill up the vacancies decath i8 cyor
making,




“ Wty B i Glory.”

“ When deep sleep falleth upon men.”

HAT old men should dream dreams is quite in accordance with
the prophet’s instruction; therefore, fearless of all sneers, I will
describe one season wherein waking-thonghts, semi-dreaming, visions
and pleasing meditations, all mingled in harmony to lead me to listen
to the whisper which said,
“ Thow shalt be called by A NEW NAME, which the mouth of THE LORD
shall name.”

It came this way: a young man was on his bed sinking into death.
He was in trouble about his soul’s salvation. He urged his wife to go
and hear some preaching, and then to come and tell him what they said
of the way whereby a sinner could be saved. Tt appeared I was the
preacher, and the two texts I had were these:—

“In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shail dwell
safely; and this is the name wherewith she shall be called,

“ PTHE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

Strong emphasis must be put upon that descriptive term, * Wherewith.”
While the Church is sunken in the fall she is “ ALONE in her sin;” bat
when her LorD passes by in His time of love; when He commands
spiritual life to enter into her; when He thoronghly washes away all
her iniguity; when He anoints and clothes her; when He spreads His
skirt over her, then He adds, *“ Yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into
"a covenant with thee, and

‘“ THOU BECAMEST MINE.”

Then followed the blest assnrance, “ Thou shalt be called by a new
name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name.”

Leaving national, literal, and typical names, let us look at the grace
of God contained in the promise as applied to the Church of Jesus
Christ. There is her old name, her prospective name, and her Nuw
name. Her old name was plainly expressed by the publican, “ God be
mercifal unto me @ simner!” Nothing but a sinner. Those two men
stand upon totally different grounds. The Pharisee stands upon his
own superjority over the publican, while the publican stands oa the
sheer mercy of God only. If the Pharisee’s ground had been tenable
and sound, our Lord need not to have come down to such great suffering
and death; but the chosen family had become the children of wrath
even as others, and the Saviour comes to bear that wrath away, and
to lift her up into His own righteousness and glory.

The Christian’s prospective name is that of ** Believer.” A SpIRrIT-
made believer has a God-given faith in the persons, purposes, and
promises of the whole TRINITY IN UNITY, the FaTHER, the Sov, and
the HoLy GmosT. Traith, true FaITWY, is the pledge, and the promissory
note of a future glorious inheritance. Oh, if I have the faith of God’s

VoLume XXXVIIL.—Avagust, 1882. r
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elect, what, indeed, do I believe? What do I anticipate? What am I?
What shall T be? Why, I shall be called by ¢ A NEW NAME.”

As we look upon the Church here we only see her imperfect worship,
her imperfect character, and the passing away of her people. But
that most comprehensive writer, the apostle Paul, tells you the truth in
Colossians. Pointing the Church to Christ, Paul says, “ Yo are com-
PLETE IN HiMm.” Ye have nothing saving without Him. * For your
LIFE is Aid with CHRIST in Gop.” What a voluminous expression !
If hidden there, what can we know of it? We do not know much;
but—

“ When CHRIST, who 1s our Life, SHALL APPEAR, then shall we also

appear with Him in glory.”

CHRIST does not APPEAR now. We cannot make any appearance now.
But, < when He appears, then shall we appear witH HiM IN GLORY.”
‘When will “the mouth of the Lord call the Church by her new name?”
At the marriage of the Lamb. What will that  new name ” 2¢2 The
new name is twice expressed. First, the main-spring of it. He
says, ¢ Thou shalt be called Hepkzibah, for the Lord delighteth in
thee.” Secondly, the Lord declares the blessedness of His delight in
her. She shall be called, “ The Lord our righteousness.” When the
Church has this new name she will be the subject of a thorough change.
Her condition, her character, her country; her company, all will be
changed entirely, and for ever. See it typically in Ruth and others.
Qh, may we see it for ourselves.

The new creation, which our Jesus called being “ born again,” is the
earnest of being called by a NEW name. ¢ If any man be in Christ, he
is a new creation,” his new heart, new spirit, new soul, is a new creation.
Not the old material transformed; no! it is a new creation. * Created
in CHRIST JESUS unto good works, which God hath before ordained,
that we should walk in them.” IfI have a life in my soul that I had
not before; if that new life pines after Gop; if that new life walks in
the “ good works ”’ of divine knowledge, of holy faith, of spiritual love,
of wrestling prayers, of waiting upon the Lord, of committing all into
the hands of the Lord, of following hard after Him in secret and in
public ordinances, then, when our great Redeemer shall come to

“ Make ALL THINGS NEW,”

His mouth will name that new name to me, and to all His ransomed and
sanctified ones; then in resurrection blessedness W shall be known, even
as we are known. Like Joshuma, with his change of raiment, in
Zechariah’s prophecy, and like the prodigal, when his shoes were new,
and the best robe was put upon him, so shall the chosen and espoused
Church of the Son of God realise the perfectly new condition, the eternal
and entire oneness with, and likeness unto HiM who will gloriously
appear as the Head over all things unto the “ Fair One,” the Hephzibah,
in which His soul delighteth.

Now, ¢ for a small moment she seems forsaken.” I—or you, my
reader—may sink so low as to say, ““ Surely the Lord hath forsaken me; ”
or, “ 1 have been deceived.” The new life in the soul may be hidden
under a cloud, and much depression, severe distress, may be thy lot for
a time; but even then, a8 MacRitchie says in The Christian, even then,
the heavenly Refiner saith (if the ear of thy faith can catch the soft
whisper of His mouth), then it saith-—
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‘“ Every throb of the quivering pain
That burns like a furnace through heart and brain ;
Every pulse of the long unrest,
Day by day in the weary breast ;
Tivery breath of the keen, cold blast
That scatters the treasures once held so fast,
I know My chosen—I count—1I see;
Think not thy God hath forgotten thee.”

Ah! you say, “ Poetic words will not relieve me of my heavy trial !
No; still, let patience have her perfect work; for again He speaks:—

“ Every pressure of this thy cross,

Every touch of its bitter force,

All the sorrow unmarked, unguessed,

All the tears from the world repressed,

All the anguish tbat pleading cried,

And the heart-sick sense of a prayer denied.
I know My chosen—I count—I see ;
Think not thy God hath forgotten thee.”

“ Mine is such a case of long trial, of deep hidden sorrow, such deserved
misery, as seem not to be known to any other.” Ah! now, have you

not seen in those
FOUR INSIDE MYSTERIES

which are placed in the middle of the Bible—has it never been discovered
unto thee, that the Church of Christ has to pass through overwhelming
trials before she comes into the banqueting house?

The Book of Job is tbe birth-chamber of FaITH, and its birth-pangs
were dreadful; but the more it suffered the stronger it grew, and when
it came forth into the vision of the Deity, how clearly and distinctly its
confession was made! “I have heard of Thee, but now mine eye
SEETH THEE; whberefore I abhor myself in dost and ashes.” Farrm
sheweth the goul all creature things must be burnt to ashes; but it also
discovers unto the soul that its hope, its help, its heaven, its all, is in
Gop. Referring to all that was said and done to Job by his three
friends, Faith talketh like this:—

‘* All the pride that refused thy fate,
All the years thou hast bad to wait,
All the patience and all the love
Lifted humbly to heaven above,

All the tempting to blame My will,
All the yearning that trusts Me still.

I know My chosen—I count—-I see ;
Think not thy God hath forgotten thee.”

When faith giveth the soul the knowledge of God, it has to pass
through the one hundred and fifty rivers of supplication and adoration
set forth in the Psalms. The wind and waves of these rivers often toss
the soul up and down most fearfully. Down in the deeps of the billows,
as there the soul is sunken, the voice crieth:—

“ Can a mother's breast the child forswear

That once like a lily lay cradled there?

I’en though the mother her babe deny,

And the love of thy dearcst may change and die,
One heart there remaineth that opens wide

To take thee within, O tired and tried.

* I know thy sorrows—I count—I see ;
Think not thy God hath forgotten thee.”
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Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are the two moral wardrobes. Here the
old man is to some extent put off and the new man aims to clothe the
believer in the raiment of a visible justification, and as he is coming
into the guest chamber of Solomon’s song, the cheerful notes of Faith
are heard ; in triumphant strains she sings:—

“ Forgotten | nay, for thine eyes shall wake
‘Where never a throbbing heart may break ;
Sorrow and sighing shall flec away,

Tears shall be over for aye, for aye :
In the Father's kingdom of light and grace
Weary feet bave a resting place.
There, My chosen, thy soul shall see
God hath never forgotten thee,”

Then “ thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the
Lord shall name!” Thy old name shall be forgotten, and all belonging
to it shall be left in the dust of the grave; while the sanctified Spirit from
heaven, and the justified body from the earth shall unite, and be
fashioned like unto its Lord’s, our Saviour’s, body, and * with Him
appearing in glory!” Then will He sHEEW me His salvation !

Kind reader, help me a little longer to send abroad this my EARTHEN
VEssEL laden with some useful treasure, and may God be merciful unto
us, prays your servant,

CHARLES WATERS BANKS.
Under the flourishing Elders, Banbury-road, South Hackney, July, 1882,

[

.CONFUSION AND LAW.
By W. WHEELER.

E are sometimes astonished and bewildered at the many various

and conflicting statements made, and views held by the people,

and given expression to in the daily papers, respecting home and foreign

political questions. So in the religious world are many astonished and

bewildered by its ever-changing and conflicting teachings, the name of

such being legion, for they are many—a perfect confusion of tongues.

The various Governments may observe and take notice of all that is said

and written ; but they are guided and take action on fhat only which
passes into actual law.

So the astonished and bewildered in the religious world (and out of
it as well) cannot do better than study that which is actual law. ‘“To
the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this Word,
1t is because there is no light in them ” (Isa. viii. 20). “Search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye bave eternal life, and they are they
which testify of Me” (Jobn v. 39). ¢ These were more noble than those
in Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so ”’
(Acts xvii. 11). “ For I testify anto every man that heareth the words
of the prophecy of this Book, If any man shall add unto these things,
God shall add nnto him the plagues that are written in this Book; and
if any man shall take away from the words of the Book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in this Book (Rev.
xxiL 18, 19).



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 233

«“TRUE LOVE IS LIFE.”
A MEDITATION.
By Jony Smirr, MinNisTER oF SiLvER HiLL CHAPEL, WINCHESTER.

NE of the grandest names which Deity bears is love: “ (fod is

love;” and one of the most beantiful marks of a Christian is love:

“Let brotherly love continue ;" and this commandment have we from
Him, that he who loveth God love his brother also.

Some tell us that love is a sentiment, and nothing else. ’Tis a
mistake. Such a definition is like the casting of a veil over a beautiful
picture, or like the mist which envelopes a delightful landscape. Love,
true love, is life, and that is saying as much as we can. Withont love
there is no life in the soul (where hatred reigns there is spiritual death);
but to use a paradox, when the soul is made to love then it does begin
to live. “ God is love;” and when He breathes life into the soul He
imparts to us a certain measure of His own character and spirit. “ We
love Him because He first loved us.” Grand logic are these inspired
words! Farther, without life and love the soul has no impulse, desire,
prayer, or action.

The love of God is a profound deep: who shall fathom it? A lunatic
is said to have written:—

% Could I with ink the ocean fill, ~
Were all the sky of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade—
To tell the love of God ahove
‘Would drain the ocean dry:
Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.”
True; and we have need to approach with reverence so large a subject,
which even an inspired apostle spoke of ag passing knowledge.

The manifestations which love makes of itself are many; baut to
follow it in only four of its characters will be enongh for a meditation.

In each place we have it manifesting the character of the Giver, and
maintaining the character, more or less, in the receiver. It is not here
maintained that the believer does not at times consider his love to be cold
when he compares it to the love shown him; but that does not prove
that it is dead, far from it; for often the more we realise au apparent
-coldness, the greater are onr desires to love as only true love can.

The characters, or marks, following will give the title of our subject.
Love is

Liberal and lowly; it is

Obedient; ’tis

Valiant; and, to crown it all, it is

Everlasting.

Love, then, is liberal; it holds back nothing. It is not churlish or
niggardly. Behold its brightest manifestation: “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” * Love is strong as
death;” and so it was; for our Saviour counted not His life dear unto
Him, but went to the death, that He might redeem His bride; and if
‘God has so liberally or freely given us His Son, shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things? Unbelief asks, Can God furnish a table
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in the wilderness? but love feels, and faith knows, that a faithful
Father's hand shall supply all needed good.  Fear not, little flock, it
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom:” “No good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Yea, in answer
to our prayers He giveth * far exceeding abundantly above all that we
can ask or think. All this, and more, is God to the sinner.

O believing one, freely ye have received, freely give. What can I
give? Someone has said, “ Nothing but sin I Thee can give.” That's
wrong. He has taken it, aud buried it in oblivion by precious blood.
@ive freely of praise to Him who hast blessed thee. * Forget not all
His benefits.” Give God the glory due unto His name. “ Bring an
offering, and come into His courts.” Not the farthing in the corner of
the pocket (nnless that is all thou hast to give); not the three-penny
piece that rolls in the purse, but as God has prospered thee give without
grudging, give liberally. Be liberal with cheering and comforting
words; 1f thou canst speak, be not slow to speak “a word in season to
him that is weary.” Minister to the wants of the saints, and that is.
giving to God (see Matt. xxv. 44, 45). “ What shall I render unto the
Lord for all His benefits? I will take the cup of salvation, and will call
on the name of the Lord.”

Love is lowly, meek, it is not puffed up. The royal Prince of peace
had a manger for a bed, fishermen for companions. A Mary saved by
grace, and a Matthew too, are better companions than unscrupulous.
lords, or hanghty princes. Washing one another’s feet is better employ
than wielding a Ceesar’s sword.

Love is obedient. Of Christ we truly may say, “ How great is His
beanty;” and herein does it shine most radiant, He rendered a full.
obedience to the Father: “ Wist ye not that I must be about My
Father’s business?”” This was all His concern, to do the work the
Father had given Him to do. ‘I have a baptism to be baptized with,
and how am I straitened until it be accomplished;” yearning to complete
it, yea, obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Is no obedience demanded of the redeemed? Yea. They shall be:
willing in the day of His power, however great their resistance may
seem, they bow and obey the effectual call, ©“ Come, follow Me.” “All
the Father hath given Me shall come to Me.”

‘i I wandered from Him while T could,
Till ¢ shall come ' stopped my feet,
And now, through Jesu’s precious blood,
I shall come to His seat.”

Jesus was further obedient, for He drew nigh to John to be
baptized of him, saying, * For thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous--
ness:” and if obedience to Him was so pleasant a thing, ought it to be
so different with us, who are children of the Most High? What can we
withhold from Him who has done so much for us? Blush, ye halting,
blush, when you remember the Lord of life was baptized, and you think
it too menial or unnecessary. One of the mysteries of the day is the:
indifference paid to the matter of obedience as shewn in baptism. It is:
not altogether the lack of love, but the excess of foolish pride that holds
back from such a lowly act as “the obedience of faith.” If ye don’t
love, then do not attempt it; but ““if ye love Me keep My command-
ments.” “ Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together as the
manner of some is.”” Obey, child, thy Father’s request of meeting at-
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His feet, within His house as a family circle, to receive the prepared
blessing from His hands,

A large subject is obedience. Who shall enumerate all love’s acts?
What more lovely than when a child is called he comes; or when told
to do this or that to see it done, because he loves the father. An
obedient child is a lovely sight. Think of it.

Love is valiant and bold. Alone stood the great Captain of our
salvation when He came forth to the conflict, that He might take the
prey from the mighty, and lead forth the lawful captive. Was there
nothing of loving obedience and valour, think ye, as He confronted His
accusers at Pilate’s bar? When He in mighty contest overcame our
tremendous foes, and the very earth convalsed in the struggle, was He
mot bold, valiant, and strong? Conscions of the law’s demands, the
sinner’s needs, and the triumph to be won,

“ Alone He stood, alone He fell,
Alone the Conqueror rose.”

The followers of the meek and lowly Jesos should be valiant too.
By grace we are enabled to stand in the evil day, and, “ having done all,
to stand.” God has given the Christian an armour in which be is to
fight. Resisting the devil by the Spirit’s help is our daily employ.
“ Quit you like men, be strong.” O ye servants of the Most High God,
how much we need to-day the valonr given to the apostle that made a
Felix tremble! Some of ns, now-a-days, shrink into our little corner,
and hide from the fierce gaze of the detractors of truth, and fear to face
the foe. ¢ Be very courageous” is a needed exhortation; but how
many such are there? Some of us are told to hush, and not to sing,—

* Stand up, stand up for Jesus!
Ye soldiers of the cross;
Lift high His royal banuer,
It must not suffer loss:

From vict’ry unto vict'ry,
His army doth He lead,

Till every foe be vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed.

v Stand up! stand up for Jesus !
| ammcanee Stand in His strength alone ; gowo-v7 -
~ The arm of flesh will fail you,
Ye dare not trust your own:
Put ou the Gospel armour,
And watching unto prayer,
Where duty calls, or danger,
Be never wanting there.”

But the words, “And it shall turn to you for a testimony,” as spoken
by Christ to His disciples, when He told them of coming troubles, is as
true and necessary for us to remember to-day as then. Amidst the “lo!
here, and lo! there,” and the bewilderment into which some poor souls
are brought, it is necessary that our trumpet should not give an uncertain
sound, but fearlessly and lovingly proclaim a Saviour’s love and purpose,
whether men will hear or forbear, love or persecnte us.

Love is everlasting. A grand and blessed fact! This is a deep too
much for human reason even to expect to peer in the present time-state.
The “I AM ” hath spoken it, the Spirit writes it within, I have loved
thee. O sinner, what cheering words are these to you, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness will I draw
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thee.” “T will joy over thee with joy and singing, I will rest in My
love.” O love divine, how sweet thou art! Before all worlds were made
the Father loved the Son. In timethe Son prayed the Father ¢ that the
world may know that Thou hast loved them (the chosen and redeemed) as
Thou hast loved Me.” What a love, that poor, wretched, sin-stinking
1 should be loved with such a measure of love, that 7, ragged, hungry
wanderer, should be led into love’s secret chamber, and there be filled
with love—with God.

Bat do I'love? Isthere auy love in my soul to Him who has so loved
me? “ Lovest thon Me?” the Saviour said. Not only Peter, however,
but many a trembling one now can say, “ Yea, Lord, Thou knowest
all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee.” But is my love to last?
Sometimes I feel cold, and listless, and indifferent; can I really love, or
will it cease? Soul, if thon hast ever loved, and thou knowest thou hast,
that love is from Him, for He loveth first, and it will, it must continue;
He will never let it die; it shall last to the end, and brighter shine,
until you, the loved one, shall be taken in love’s embrace, and carried
home

“«“ to behold His face,
And never. never sin,
There from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in.”

Winchester, June 19, 1882.

NOTES OF MR. KERN'S SERMON AT LAXFIELD.
# The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek Him.”—Eazra viii, 22.

1. HOSE hand is it? “The hand of God ”—our covenant God
in Christ, God manifest in the flesh.
Note some distinguishing features in this hand. )
(@) It is a powerful hand. It has omnipotence in it; not puny, like
man’s; hence,—
¢ Held by Jehovah's omnipotent hand .
The righteous shall hold on his way.”

(b) A perfect hand—no weakness in ib. Sin causes weakness; but as
there is no sin in our God, there can be no weakness; perfect in all He
does by it, and that wrought by it too.

(¢) A precious hand. Tt has a scar in it: it was pierced for me.

% The palms of My hand, when I look on I see
The wounds I endured when suffering for thee.”
What makes it so precious? ) .

(d) 1t is a Brother’s hand—who was born for adversity; a Friend's,
which never injured anyone, but which ever did good, even to the worst
of foes, even lo me.

(¢) A permanent hand: it will always retain its power. The hand
of a husband or father may become paralysed; but not His. FHver the
same is the hand of our God. )

(f) A fond hand. As the head moves the hand, so His hand is full
of His head in tenderness and love. He holds all the family in the hollow
of it.
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(9) A firm hand. 1t grasps the sceptre, and skilfully wieldsit. All

power is His; hence:—

“If T am found in Jesu's hand
My soul can ne’er be lost.”

2. WHERE 18 IT?
the family, for they are all there.
geeking Christ.

“On all them that seek Him.”

God has been there, the Spirit there.
have babes, young men, and fathers.

It takes in all
It is a grand sight to see a sinner
In these seekers we
Seeking proves divine life, the

outcome of divine teaching. Seek to find Him, feel Him, know Him, &c.

3. WHAT IS THE HAND THERE FOR?

For good.

(a) To claim them. They are His; all other hands off ; they are

Mine, My blood-bought ones.

(b) To comfort them, by drawing them to His heart.

To satisfy their

longings, to overturn mountains; cover them in the day of battle, &c.

(¢) To conduct them.

(@) To confirm them.
work, and so confirm it.

(e) Tocrown them.

He led them of old; He knows the way.
He will put His hand a second time to the

The traveller and pilgrim He helps home; then

crowns them with a crown of righteousness; hence it is on them for good.
A terrible hand to the ungodly and impenitent, living and dying as sach.

How will it be with us?

THE ONLY CURE FOR SIN’S BITTER SORROWS.

[The Fireside—a splendid and spiritnal monthly, conducted by the Rev. Charles
Bullock, B.D.—contains the following precious verses:— ]

% "T1g Marah, ’tis bitter! ” did Israel cry,

“Who e’er could this bitterness drink ?

So near to the stream, must we lie down
and die

Of thirst, and of want, at the brink?”

But Moses, their leader, cried out to the
Lord,
‘Who showed him a branch of a tree,
Which he cast in the waters, obeying His
word,
Causing bitterness sweetness to be.

Tis Marah, ’tis bitter | my soul often
cries,
‘When the briny dark waves overflow;
And my heart, for the taste of the bitter-
ness, sighs,
And refuses to drink of the woe.
I cried to my God, and He showed me a
tree
And l\iamh, to them that believe,
Though salt as the depths of the bitterest
sea
The tiliraty can drink it and live.

Thou knowest, my soul, that a splint of
the wood,
The cross of the Saviour that died,
A pang of His sorrow, a drop of His
blood, [side—
That poured from His hands and His

Can fully assuage all the bitterest ills
That blend in our life’s troubled sea,
Imparting a sweetness that fathoms and

The ocean of mercy for me. [fills

Go, think on the Christ who is mighty to
save;
Go, think of the Saviour’s bright crown:
Obedtent to death, He went down to the
grave,
And now He ascends to the throne.

Sure, this is the way—tribulation and
woe,
Through bitters appointed in love;
Who suffering now with the Saviour
below,
Shall reign with the Saviour abovel

IT is only the grace of charity or love that will remain for ever.

The moment & soul enters heaven faith and hope are swallowed up in
fruition, but love enters in, receives the finishing hand of Him who

implanted it. Q
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MR. JOHN BENNETT'S WELCOME MEETING AT
HOMERTON ROW.

MMEDTATELY after his conversion, Augustine heard that the
question which the Senate of Rome had to decide was, whether the
religion of Jupiter or the trne Gospel of Christ was to be the reigning
religion of the time. Poor Augustine had but newly come to the faith,
and he trembled for the ark of God. We have for years watched the
rising and rolling tides of free-will, free and open communion, and the
extraordinary movements of the new races of professors, and have heard
it declared that the New Testament order, and the Heaven-revealed
doctrines of grace, must soon become extinct. Now and then we behold
goodly gatherings of the faithful in Christ, who know what they believe,
and who are determined, by the mercy of the Lord, earnestly to contend
for the faith once for all delivered unto the saints.
Such an assembly was witnessed in Homerton-row on Tuesday, July
11, 1882, when Mr. John Bennett received a hearty welcome to the
pastorate of the Church, which, for about sixty years, has worshipped
God in that place. Homerton-row chapel stands in the centre of
immense multitudes of souls, both of the lower and higher classes; and
Mr. John Bennett has been, we hope, directed by the glorious Head of
the Charch to enter upon a field of labour here which shall prove a
gracious dispensation to the Church and to many of the redeemed
yet to be gathered in. I was invited to take a small part in the said
welcome meeting, and, in every sense, it appeared to illustrate the
Psalmist’s exclamation: “ Behold bow good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in nnity.” The gentleman who occupied the
chair directed the proceedings of the evening with Christian feeling and
well-snstained propriety. Mr. J. L. Meeres gave an intelligent exposition
of “the Charch ” as

“ THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH.”

Whenever Mr. Meeres comes to the front, the people are prepared to
receive him affectionately, and listen to his bold expositions with joy and
gladuess. Mr. Burrell, of Watford (one of the descendants of John the
beloved), entered upon a description of the Church’s warfare. His soft
and quiet manner is a striking contrast to the thunder and theatrical
attitudes of some who, “like Belus, strive to climb np to the rugged
gsummit;”’ yea, to the heavens of eloquence; but, with a terrible hiss
through the foaming, wild Atlantic, they tumble down, to the amazement
of not a few.

Mr. R. A. Lawrence was not strong enough to take his part, which
was a source of sorrow to us all: for wherever he appears he is sure to
fling a happy spirit into the meeting, and make the most melancholy
joyful for the moment. Dear Lawrence! we trust the Lord will soon
bring thee out of the furnace, shining as the gold when well refined.
James Griffith, the esteemed pastor of Bethnal-green “ Hope,” spoke on
the work of the pastor. His manly and pleasing mood prove clearly the
pastoral office, even in Bethnal-green, has done him no injury; although
he is a most earnest and incessant worker, being of a kind, cheerful,
mild temperament, nothing harms him. The chairman announced me

to speak on
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“THE CHURCH'S PRAYER.”

My thoughts during the evening had carried me back over sixty years,
before this Homerton-row chapel had any existence, when my uncle,
George Waters, was with the Homerton Unitarian printers, the ¢ Greens.”
I thought of old Thomas Easton, one of the first Homerton-row pastors,
who fell asleep in 1851, I thought of good Daniel Curtis, who helped
to build John Foreman’s ¢ Mount Zion;” and who, forty-five years ago
come Aungust 8, was ordained pastor of this Homerton-row * kirk;” and
who was, instrumentally, a blessing to the soul of my much-loved brother
in Christ, Mr. John Mumford, and very many others. Mr. Daniel
Curtis only lived to feed the flock here for sixteen years. On Juone 26,
1853, he was called to rest, when only in the fifty-fourth year of his age.
A son of the late Mr. Daniel Curtis is now pastor of the Zoar Baptist
Church, in Hounslow. The thought of how rapidly ministers had been
raised np, and then taken away, caused me feelings of deep solemnity.
I said, Let us not make too much of these little events, of sefflements,
for in many cases they are brittle, slender, short-lived. We are but the
creatures of a day; we live, we die, we are soon forgotten; but,—
“ Rise, rise, my soul | and leave the ground;
Stretch all thy thoughts abroad ;

Come | raise up every trumpet sound
To praise THE ETERNAL GOD.”

My text was in Psa. cxviii, “ O Lord, I beseech Thee, send now
prosperity.” Here is a man face to face with His God. To this we
all must come. Let us see well to it, that we are with God in Christ
now, then we are prepared to live, prepared to die, prepared for glory.
I had four thoughts. Prayer—What is it? The Church’s prayer—
Whose is it? The object, Prosperity—What does that mean? The
TiME— Now.” “O Lord, I beseech Thee, send NOW PROSPERITY.”
Prayer. There is confessional prayer, adoring prayer; there is suppli-
cating prayer. All wifal prayer is the ecko in the living soul on earth
of the Saviour’s intercession for that soul in the highest heavens. One
of the greatest mysteries in our experience is that most wonderful
privilege called prayer. Our great High Priest in glory now appears
in the presence of God for us. Who are the us? Paul tells yon,
¢ Christ is able to save THEM to the uttermost that coME UnTO GOD BY
Hiwm, seeing HE ever liveth to MAKE INTERCESSION FOR THEM.”

This is the secret of all true godliness; this is the soul's safety
while on earth ; this is the surest evidence of being in the election of
grace. Christ ever liveth and ever maketh intercession for them in the
high heavens, and, consequently, they come unto God by Christ now,
the SpiriT Himself helping their infirmities. This intercession of the
great High Priest in heaven being echoed in the soul on earth by the
gracious work of the HoLy GHOST, explains that propheiic promise,
¢ It shall come to pass that before they call I will answer, and while
they are yet speaking I will hear.” The Father answers to the Son’s
intercession before the echo reverberates in the soul in this valley of
tears. Oh, what a sacred conjunction of mercy is in the diverse actings
of the saving grace of God! Let us not trust in gifts merely, nor in
any position we may be permitted to occupy, mor in any ext_ern_al

rivileges. The one essential question is, ¢ Are we through Christ in
Eea.ven and through the Holy Ghost in our souls, coMing To (GOD
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now?"” See how emphatic Daniel is (chap. ix. 20), *“ And while I was
speaking and praying, yea, while I was speaking in prayer (while I was
on my knees in supplication), the man Gabriel, being caused to fly
swiftly—touched me, and informed me, and talked with me, and said,
At the beginning of thy supplication the commandment came forth,
and I am come to show thee; for

“ THOU ART GREATLY BELOVED.”

Talk of telegraphic dispaiches—well, they are very quick in their
course, but what are they compared with the intercourse of Christ in
heaven with His people on the earth? Sometimes in prayer, sometimes
in preaching, such electric flashes of thought fly through the soul as
nothing in nature can produce. Vital soul-breathings after God here
indicate our relationship to Him, and our dwelling in His kingdom
when we are called to quit this garden of His on the earth,

It is the Church’s prayer, yet spoken in the singular, « O Lord, I
beseech Thee, send now prosperity.” The Church here in Homerton-
row, is composed of pastor, deacons, and members. But each one in
the singolar must use that prayer; I am sure the pastor will. If
CHRIST pleads for him in heaven, then John Bennett's soul will often
heave out the sigh, “ O Lorp, I beseech Thee, now send prosperity.”
Each of the deacons will surely be constrained to send up this cry, with
some slight reference to financial as well as to spiritual matters.
Deacons have responsibilities. People must come; purses must be open,
or payments cannot long be honourably met. I know how some
treasurers get anxious when the time comes to pay up all demands, yet
the funds have not come in. I see, I get with poor tried pastors who
cannot ‘“ pay their way,” because the deacons cannot meet their engage-
ments. All you pastors who are well provided for, praise God, and do
not cease to pray for your poorer brethren., We have many rich pastors
who invest their capital in building and in buying land, and so on, but
have no bowels of compassion for their half-starving brethren. John
asketh—

“ How dwelleth the love of God in them?”

It is the Church’s prayer for prosperity. Whatis prosperity ? The
lexicon says, it is advancing to a special object; it is succeeding; it is
flourishing. I ask, what prosperity does the honest, the holy man of
God, the Christ-gent, the Christ-loving, the Christ-extolling minister of the
Gospel pray for ? It isa four-fold power: the power of the Holy Ghost
in preparing him for his ministerial work. Ram’s-horns are occasionally
employed ; but some of our raw, rough, rash, and presuming men
often do much mischief. A Suoffolk pulpiteer said some harsh things
the other Sunday morning, and finished up by flinging at his andience
this saucy speech—* If ye don't like it, don’t come any more.” Our
Lord never spake like that, nor will He sanction such wild (if mot
wicked) denouncers.

In the study we must have—and if we seek we shall have—the
unction of the SpIRIT preparing us for our work in the ministry.
Secondly, We desire to see that there is a GATHERING power 10
the ministry. * Gather My saints together unto Me,” is heaven’s high
mandate. Thirdly, We must have the power of

“ THE SPIRIT'S VITAL BREATH.”
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We may gather bones into the congregation; but, unless the God of all
grace enable us effectually to cry out, ¢ Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live,” unless the
vital breath enters in, the dry bones will be driven or drawn away.
Then the uniting power of love to Christ, and His people, and His
ways, will ultimately give prosperity.

The time is “Now.” This is David’s ¢ now,” when he was estab-
lished on his throne. It is Christ’s “ Now,” when exalted to carry
on His Mediatorial office; and this prayer of Christ’s hag continued
prosperity to His people, and will do so until all are gathered in. It is
Mr. John Bennett’s “ Now.” He has been exercised and trained in
several Churches; “Now,” as pastor of the good old and much honoured
Church at Homerton-row, with all his soul he cries, “ O Lord, I heseech
Thee, send NOw prosperity.” Amen.

Mr. W. H. Lee, Mr. Samuel Cozens, and Mr. Bennett, severally gave
us words of kindness, and the chairman closed the meeting.

C. W. Baxks.

DIVINE HELP IN PRAYER.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT LiITTLE ALIE STREET CHAPEL
oN THURSDAY EvENING, MARCH 27, 1879, BY C. MASTERSON.

“ Likewise also the Spirit helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us, with
groanings which cannot be uttered.”—Rom. viii. 26.

THIS very precious passage is evermore precious in the experience

of everyone who has to do business at the throne of grace; there
is no experience of the Spirit’s producing if we can live without prayer;
it proves that those who thus live are destitute of the one thing needful.
Prayer is an evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, that we have
been born again; the Spirit comes and gives light and life, and slays the
enmity of our nature. He does not eradicate sin, but subdues it; the
sou!l is brought nigh unto God by the blood of Christ. Man by nature
is not only at enmity against God, but is averse to @/ that is good. The
Spirit imparts love, and every new covenant blessing to the soul. Old
things pass away, all things become new. The Christian possesses new
principles, new desires, new expectations, and new enjoyments; among
these enjoyments he finds the exercise of prayer one of the chief. He
has grace here, and glory in prospect. If we have grace here we shall
have glory hereafter; grace prepares for glory. Faith in Christ is one
of those things which accompany salvation.

We shall notice first that God’s people are not without their infirmities.
The apostle had his infirmities. Besides bad afflictions, he had to
experience the persecution of men and the temptations of Satan. The
possession of internal corruptions and weaknesses prove serions
hindrances to the exercise of grace and the performance of the privilege
of prayer. Everyone finds himself in the possession of some besetting
gin, These things prove a great burden, and we are ready to exclaim,
“T am shut up, and I cannot come forth ” (Psa. 1zsxviii. 8); and again,
‘I was as a beast before Thee” (Psa. Ixxiii. 22). These things would
unfit us for the service of God, had not God made provision in His Son
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Jesns Christ. God kath made provision: “ Likewise also the Spirit
belpeth our infirmities.” The expression means this: He helps together
with us; so to speak, puts His shoulder with ours, and lifts the same
burden. The secret of success appears from the fact that the Spirit
helps our infirmities, but for which we should sink beneath them all.

How, then, does the Spirit help? We know not what we should
pray for as we ought; therefore the Spirit helps, with groanings which
canuot be nttered. God's people are under the influence of the Spirit;
we have it in measure, but it is sufficient for all our needs. How does
He help? By working within us a deep sense of our spiritual wants.
‘We should never be conscious of these, but by the Holy Ghost implanting
a feeling sense of them in our hearts. He gives an insight to those
exceeding great and precious promises that are to be found in God’s
Word; and He enables us to plead those promises at the throne of grace.
He enables us to come to God with holy, childlike confidence. He helps
by calling into exercise those very graces which He Himself has
implanted. Grace is not aself-acting principle. 'We need da¢ly supplies
of the influence of the Spirit, by which we are enabled to maintain
fellowship with God.

He not only helpeth in the way hinted, but makes intercession for
us. Where sin abounds grace doth much more abound. But some
may say, Christ is spoken of as our Intercessor. True; He intercedes
on high; the Holy Spirit intercedes 2 us. Every petition of the Spirit’s
production shall surely be answered. Thousands of prayers have gone
up to God’s throne, and appear to be unanswered. But these shall be
answered in God’s good time and in God’s own way. By virtue of the
Saviour’s complete atonement He is our Advocate and Intercessor before
the throne of God. The Holy Spirit is down here as the Glorifier of
Christ—by inflaming our affections, enlarging our desires, and leading
out our souls in prayer before God. God knows what the groanings of
the spirit are, and there is music in a tear. J7t4ds belter to pray without
words than without the heart. Let us, then, be encouraged to continue
our pleadings, both in private as well as in public, in humble dependence
upon the Holy Spirit’s aid, and we may rest assured that they will find
acceptance with God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

May the Lord add His blessing to these few remarks for His name-
sake.

LED BY THE SPIRIT—III. CONVERSION.
WaAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?

HIS is a question that bothered me more or less for years. While

yet young, somewhere about 12 or 13 years of age, I was led to
believe a saving change had taken place. I came out and professed to
have found peace, and began there and then to try and do some good
in the world; but after a time doubts began to crowd in upon my mind,
and T was sometimes almost upon the point of despair. This went on
for several years, during which I gradually went on from bad to worse,
until getting thoroughly wearied with the struggle, I pitched it all up,
and began to try and occupy my mind with other things. I was
disgusted with myself, and disgusted with the religious world in which
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I had moved; and at that time I wonld have preferred to have been an
infidel than remain as I was, or as religious men were around me. I
lost all faith and confidence in professions of men; thought they were
Christians becanse it was fashionable to be 80, and might possibly
advance their worldly interests. I began to call in question the existence
of God, and had some doubts as to whether such a Person as Jesuns of
Nazareth ever really existed.

For three or four years I scarcely ever went to a place of worship;
but all the time I was leading a good moral life, or rather, I was trying
to lead such a life. But thesuccess must have been small that attended
such efforts, as my wife frequently upbraided me with being nothing
like so good and well-behaved as I had formerly been. During this
period I made no pretence to being a Christian, but tried hard to lead
a better moral life than I had ever done while making such pretensions.
For nearly two years this seemed to answer very well, bat after that
time I began to be troubled with conscientious qualmsg, and took to
reading works on moral philosophy and Christian evidences. All and
everything that came in my way relating to the other religions of the
world, I read with avidity. I was quite fascinated with the character
of Mahomet, and not much less with that of Buddha; they both seemed
to me sterling men, men of worth and integrity, but I found the
religions they had taught were not adapted for me. The everrecurring
prickings of conscience led me to desire, if I ever accepted a religion
again, a one which would entirely lift me out of myself. I felt it wonld
be no use turning over a new leaf, or turning directly round about,
leaving off one set of duties and taking up another. What was needed
was an entirely new position, a distinct and separate footing to what I
had. Now, it struck me as rather singular that there should be some-
thing unique in Christianity in this respect. Christ says,  Believe in
Me and thou shalt have everlasting life.”” All other religious teachers
say, ““ Do this and that and thou shalt have everlasting life.” None of
them, that I know of, gives such an invitation as Jesus does, and none
of them, excepting Christ, seemed to meet my case. In the whole
world I found there was but one Saviour for me, and that was the God-
Man, Christ Jesus.

I was by no means certain that such an individual as Jesus had ever
existed, and at the time did not much care whether He had or not. I
had no intention of giving up my efforts to lead as good a life as I possibly
could; only, as they had turned out such a poor and unsatisfactory
saviour, I was going to place trust and confidence in them no longer.
Things came to a crisis one day, as I was passing through the streets;
and I said to myself, Here goes, slap bang, Christ for me, and Christ
only; Christ now and for ever, unless someone better than He is shown
to exist. It is not sufficient to say to me now, You are building on &
bad foundation. It is the best I know of in the world, and I have no
intention of shifting until convinced a better is in existence, and that
it is available for me. .

When I went to Christ for salvation, I did not take a prayer in my
mouth, and ask Him to save, I seemed to look upon it as a thing that
was held out to me, and I went and thankfully received it. This
galvation is a perfected salvation—a salvation that we may preach to
every man und woman in existence, good and bad, gentle and simple.
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“@Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” is
the divine command. Had I thought that this salvation was not a
complete salvation, that Christ did not die for the sins of the whole
family, 1 could not, would not, and, humanly speaking, never should
have believed that He died for me. But believing that it was as free
as the air we breathe, or the water we drink, I drew nigh with boldness,
and received the gift.

There are lots of men who tell us they are saved, but they do not
know exactly when the change took place. Now, I do not understand
these men. The sinner saved and the sinner unsaved, is as wide apart
as the poles, and the contrast is as great as it is between day and night,
or light and darkness. Surely, then, a man ought to know the day and
hour when the translation took piace. It is rather a queerish position
this to be in, and I wounld urge every man thus situated to take it to
the Lord, tell Him all about it, and that now, henceforth, and for ever,
you are going to Christ as your Saviour, and Christ only.

GILBERT HORNSBY.

THE CURSE IN THE CONSCIENCE:—SALVATION IN THE SOUL.

REMINISCENCES OF THE LATE MR. PHILIP WEAVER,
Of Hatherley, near Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

By J. FLORY.

“ Farewell, mortality,
Jesus is mine!
‘Welcome eternity,
Jesus is mine!
He my redemption is,
‘Wisdom and righteousness,
Life, light, and holiness,
JESUS I8 MINE!”

HE above lines are true of my esteemed brother in the Lord, with whom, for
more than eleven years, it was the privilege of the writer to have spiritual
fellowship in the love of God, electing to life eternal, by the redemption of Christ
Jesus, in the effectual work of God the Holy Ghost, in regenerating power—leading
his soal into the knowledge of his sinnership, and into the sacred revelation of
salvation in his heart by the power of the Spirit, giving him peace and joy here
below. with many foretastes of glory everlasting. Our departed brother in the
Lord was called somewhat early in life, and, with evident emotions, more than once
he told me of his deep convictions of his lost and ruined state; how, for a long
period, he was in his feelings under the curse of the righteous law of God. The
words, “ Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them;” and also, “ The soul that sinneth shall die,” deeply
entered his conscience. On more than one occasion, being in a field, he felt himself
such a sinner that he thought God could not, and would not, let him live; but that
He would command, as the earth opened and swallowed Korah, Dathan, and
Abiram, so it would open and swallow up alive such a vilesinner as he felt he must
be in the sight of a heart-searching Jehovah. He was spared, to his astonishment;
and those words were applied (after a terrible soul-shaking), ¢ Deliver him from
going down to the pit. I have found a ransom.” Hope sprung up that the Lord
would be gracious to him; but how could Jehovah spare such a sinner as he was!
above all, how could He save him, and be a holy God! He could not understand
this; he tried now all he could to be holy, and keep from sin. He became an
aliered man, began to read the Bible, to attend the means of grace, tried to pray;
and, although the above passage of Holy Writ, with others, gave him some little
hope against despair, yet he failed to obtain peace.
In the providence of God he was brought under the ministry of the late James
Smith, then of Cheltenham. who, by the Holy Spirit, was made in his preaching &
blessing to him, to lead him to see
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“BALVATION TO BE OF GRACE FROM FIRST TO THE LAST,”

therefore, not by the * deeds of the law,” not of works. At length he received full
pardon of sin, justification by Jesuns Christ, as the end of the law for righteousness,
to every one that believeth. He saw the Son of Giod was ‘ made unto him wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;” and was brought for many
long years, more or less, in his 8soul, in his preaching, and in his life, to manifest
* That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” He
declared that Jesus ‘‘ was wounded for his transgressionis, He was bruised for Ais
iniquities, the chastisement of Ais peace was upon Him, and with His stripes he was
healed.,” Heunderstood, in soul-blessed experience, what the voice of God hadsaid
in him, * Deliver him from going down to the pit. I have found a ransom.” He
saw and felt it was Jesus whom the Father gave, of whom the Holy Ghost witnessed
to his soul; and that “ There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” His peace of mind was great,
his heart was full of love to the Lord, to His people, to His ordinances; He soon
walked in the divinely-instituted ordinance of believer's baptism, was baptized by
Mr. J. Smith, and for nearly fifty years was a firm Baptist, holding and ‘speaking
the truth in love;” full of the love of Christ and all who love Christ, yet firm in the
maintenance of the doctrines of distinguishing grace.

After being in fellowship for some time with the Church at * Bethel,” in
Cheltenham, he left with others, joined the Church at Cubberly, where he first began
to speak of the great salvation, now more than.forty years' since; there one of my
deacons heard him, soon after that time, from those words, * He was wounded for
our transgressions,”’ &c.; who also heard him four or five years ago from those blessed
words, ‘* They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness, and shall
sing of Thy righteousness.” This wasg on the ordinance day for the Lord’s Supper.
These times were seasons of blessing to my deacon, and to the speaker and hearers.
Our brother was a good preacher; there was a fair amount of originality, sound in
doctrine, experimental and practical. He contended for the practice of godliness
in the professors of the religion of Jesus. For many years Mr., Weaver preached
without pecuniary reward, never receiving a penny. He was a farmer, and for
many years agent for the late Mr. Winterbotham, and though his farm was small,
yet with wonderful attention (“ Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord ) he was favoured to bring up a large family, and was possessed of some
considerable property, of which many shared the benefit in his life and labours. At
Cubberly, Elkstone, Bruckhampton, Shipton, Birdlip, &c., for many years, he
preached ¢ Christ crucified ” with spiritual profit to saints and sinners. Hundreds
have been comforted and led on in the divine life, and some born again, by the
energy of the Holy Ghost, who lived and fell asleep in Jesus to the glory of God.

Our departed friend was a sort of “rural dean ™ of the above places. Cubberly
was one of the largest country village Churches, having over one hundred members,
and still numbers some seventy or eighty. It must not be concluded our departed
friend had not his trying and dark days. He had many trials, a large family—
some of whom are following Christ Jesus, some in distant lands. May they who
have not acknowledged nor sought the Lord, be, by omnipotent grace, led to follow
their father’s and their mother’s God. The departed was called to sustain a great
loss in that of the departure to glory of his beloved wife, only two or three months
before his demise. Although deeply afflicted he followed her to the grave,to which
dispensation he was enabled to bow with wonderful resignation; acknowledging it
wasall according to the loving will of Him who hath said, “All things work together
for jgood to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose.” For three months after the death of his beloved companion, our brother
was confined to his homestead with abscess; he had his conflicts of soul, but generally
indulged, resting on the * Rock of Ages,” ‘showing in whom he had believed,”
loved, and preached. To myself, to my beloved and esteemed friends, Mr. Wilkins,
G. Townshend, J. Smith, Mrs. J. Broom, and others, he gave testimony that the old
Gospel, “ Christ all and in all,” were his support and joy; and amidst the greatest
sufferitg demonstrated that ¢ the joy of the Lord ” was his strength. The departed
was buried at Cheltenham cemetery by pastor H. Wilkins (Salem).

The cause at Cubberly is not left without tokens of the divine favour. On Whit-
Monday services were holden; Mr. Jones, pastor, preached two Gospel sermons, in
which I took part. Good attendance, and the Lord’s prescnce was manifest. At
the ripe age of seventy-two years, in labours not a few in the religious and social
world, our friend Weaver fell asleep in Jesus. ToGod Triune be all the glory. This
was the intense, devout agpiration of his redeemed soul in life, now enjoyed by his
fully emancipated soul in glory.
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THE PLANT OF RENOWN,

ON secking a subject for last Lord's-day,

Was groaning and sighing about what to say;

Then all of a sudden my heart melted down,

With a whisper within, ¢ Take the Plant of Renown."

All flowers are admired and sweet to the cye;

The works of Jehovah, who built earth and sky;

In pursuit of choice flowers great numbers are known,
And yet they reject “ The Plant of Renown.”

No bouquet of flowers will satisfy me,

No! nothing but Jesus who died on the tree;

Who said, ‘¢ It is finished,” and bowed His head down,
And now reigns in glory, ¢ The Plant of Renown.”

A hlack and vile sinner I am—yes, indeed,

And fecl to my sorrow what cleansing I need;

But cleansing, and healing, made fit for the crown,
Is the work of Immanuel, “ The Plant of Renown.”

I am lost in amazement, deep wonder, and thought,
And oft’ stand astonished at what God has wrought,
In sparing a rebel, and not cutting down

E’en me, who desireth “The Plant of Renown.”

O! Jesuns, dear Jesus, from sin and from pride,

Now wean me and bring to Thy wounded side;

For there I would shelter from the law’s killing frown,
And hide myself in Thee, ¢ The Plant of Renown.”

This Plant of Renown all diseases can cure,

Is an excellent cordial, is food for the poor;

Poor sinners dejected and by sin bowed down
Feel nothing will do but ““ The Plant of Renown."

‘When groaning in Mesech, the subject of sin,

Sharp fighting without, dread conflict within;

At times much beclouded, but I never have known

Aught but love and compassion from “ The Plant of Renown.”

Blessed Spirit eternal, I languish and pine,

Come, warm with Thy love this cold heart of mine,
Nor spurn from Thy presence, nor look with a frown
On a sinner who values “ The Plant of Renown.”

Come sorrow, come sickness, temptation or pain,

If sent by my Jesus they will not be in vain;

I will welcome them all without e’en a moan,

If Thou give me submission, “ Thou Plaut of Renown.”

When death is commissioned to bear me away

From regions of night to worlds of bright day,
Though a sinner deserving Thy wrath and Thy frown,
Reveal Thyself to me, “ The Plant of Renown.”

And should'st Thou in infinite mercy see fit

To welcome a rebel to yon heavenly seat,

I will kneel at Thy footstool and there cast my crown,
For ever extolling *“ The Plant of Renown.”

JorN HUNTLEY.
Widcombe Chapel, Bath, July, 1882.
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THE PULPIT—THE PRESS—AND THE PEN.

o

WHAT A DANGEROUS POSITION WE
APPEAR TO BE IN!

I saw the Prime Minister represented
having an Irish murderer in one hand,
and an Egyptian fiend in the other; it
paid, “ Both bands full!/” Ah, full of
trouble, Verily, the European nations
have been convulsed. But I saw in the
heavens last evening, above the golden-
tinted clouds, an angel-like figure flying
with the flag of victory in his hand, and
I said, “ Thanks be unto God who giveth
us the victory through

“ OUBR LORD JESUS CHRIST.”

Then I read Edward Irving’s apostrophe.
*Qur victory,” he says, “over the
world and the flesh, over Satan and sin,
over evil angels and wicked men, over
death and the grave, can only be accom-
plished by the Saviour, our Lord JESUS
CHRIST, and by a living faith and fervent
prayerto Him.” We cannot of ourselves
any more overcome Satan than we can
raise the dead, or create a world.

WHAT A DANGEROUS POSITION

APPEAR TO BE IN!
As poor individual sinners, if Satan is
let loose upon us, what can we do? As
a nation, if the Turks and other Powers
combined against us, as a nation, where
should we be? The Egyptians erected
their forts and fortresses against us; but
in a few hours they were shattered, and
hundreds of poor wretches were sent into
eternity. Should we not lift up our
souls to the Almighty God in praise for
our mercies, and fall before Him in
earnest cries that we may still be pre-
served in peace and in some prosperity ?
The wars, the weather, and the woes of
the heathen nations, all call us to consider
the divine command, ¢ Call upon Me in
the day of trouble, I will deliver thee;
and thou shalt glorify Me.” I had in
my hand the testimony of nearly thirty
prophetic writers on Tke Coming Wars
and The Second Advent of our Glorious
Lord Jesus Christ. But while full of
thoughts on these the words came up in
my mind, *“ No man hath seen God at
any time; the only begotten Son in the
bosom of the Father, He hath declared
Him.” Thisrequiresthought.

The Mediatorial Throne. R. Banks,
London. This is a poetic paraphrase,
with notes, on chapters iv. and v. of the
divine revelation of Jesus Christ. By
the author of  The False Prophet of the
Latter Days.” We wonder who ke is?
There are in all parts of this kingdom
now spirits in the ministry which, in

WE

some form or other, are “taking the
sceptre out of the hands of heaven’s hich
and glorious Sovereign and are pretenréi-
ing to put it into the hands of the
creature.” They will never do it. The
Almighty has set His King upon the
throneof His holiness,and thetwelve lions
which Solomon placed on the sides of
the ascending steps figuratively express
the impossibility of any invading foe
climbing up to shake either the throne
or the King which God hath righteously
placed thereon, In His hands, and
under His government, the truth is
always maintained, the Church of the
First-born  is ever safe, although
mischievous spirits do abound. The
author of thissuperior little volume is a
keen-cyed, a clever, and a pious student
of “the BOOK,” who believes that Rev.
iv. and v. “ describe the present Gospel
dispensation (as) in the hands of our
blessed Mediator.” We can commend
this sweet little nosegay of mystical
unfoldings, believing the children who
have “learned of their Father” will
enjoy the feast here prepared with so
much of that beautiful talent and poetic
tact, which pleaseth the soul that
delighteth in every effort to render the
way home through the exalted Advocate
plain and undisputed.

CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD

is the ““ open Door” which the Gospel,
by the power of the Spirit Himself, is
designed to lead the redeemed up into
“ A door in heaven. are not its portals open.
1ts blood-besprinkled lintels clearly shown?
Why then, with fading hopes, and conscience-
stricken,

Dreem we of heaven as of & land unknown 2"
Why, indeed? What bitter pangy we
often have from constantly hearing of
the ignorant rantings, the pulpit con-
demnings, and the twaddle revilings of
many who, in certain quarters, are
licensed, patronized, and rewarded for
dealing out their dismal details, instead
of lovingly, agonizingly, and spiritually
exalting the Lamb of God, * the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father,” and who came from the
Father to declare that purpose which
tells us it is the will of our God that
“ Not one of the little ones shall perish.”
We are compelled to believe that until
the pulpits of certain sections are purged
clean out of those cruel, cutting, uawise
condemuers of people they never knew
—uatil a pulpit-purifying has been
effected—the chaste and earnest scekers
after Jesus, God-Man, will turn away,
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and the weakening of those Churches
who have for many gencrations faithfully
followed their Master and their Lord will
beseen. Happy must be the people who
with our author can sing,—
‘In henvenly places, seated with CHRIST JESUS,
A Christian ministry attracts our sight!™

Our sighs do ascend for a more successful
body of the heaven-ordained messengers
of the Church than are yet to be found.

Words of Warning ; or, Ten Years wilh
the Christadelphians. By Thomas C.
Nicholls, formerly editor of Zion's
Lrumpet. To be had of the author, 41,
Burn’s-street, Nottingham, We do not
feel happy in even mentioning the sect
from whom Mr. Nichols has suffered so
much; but we desire the honest friends
of truth to read the pamphlet for them-
selves, with the hope that they may be
enabled to plead with the blessed
Advocate on high, beseeching him to
bring the writer clearly and fully to a
saving deliverance out of all his troubles.
At present we cannot say more.

© Shall the Waves of Persecution
Destroy it?” Mr. Battersby’s sermon
for June was from the words, “ Be of
good cheer.” The Church, like the boat
and crew, is sinking in the sea; but
Jesus speaks, and all is well, Ah! this
is one of the best experimental sermons
of Mr. Battersby’s we have yet seen.
In the deep seas we once did ery,
“ Lost! Lost! for aye, sald a painful sigh.
But Jesus did deliverance send—
O what a soul-uplifiing Friend.
‘ Mr. Battersby,” said a parson, * ought
to come out of the Church.” We said,
“No; let him remain. The Lord will
guide him, and bless him, where and as
He pleases.” Get this “Good Cheer”

sermon of C. W. Stidstone, 23, Moorgate-
street.
Dr. Edward Steane's  Memorial,

London: Hodder and Stoughton. Dr,
Charles Btanford has compiled a sacred
literary monument, in memory of that
true Christian gentleman, the late Dr.
Steane, oace, and for a long period, the
pastor of Camberwell Baptist Church,
who fell asleep on May 8, 1882, aged 84.
The addresses by Drs. Stanford and
Angus at the funeral, and the memorial
sermons, are here given entire, One
sentence from the lips of Dr. Angus ex-
pressed all that could be said: *“ He
truthed it in love ; he spoke the truth,
lived the truth, sought to extend the
truth, faithful and loving, from the
beginning of his work (more than fifty
years ago) even to its close.” Joseph
Irons and Edward Steane jostled on as
neighbours in Camberwell for many
years. Mor. Irons was a lion-like Gideon;

. &c.
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Edward Steane a kind of compound of
Luke and John, Now, we hope around
the higher throne they bow to that one
Lord, whom here they preached as well
as they could.

True Sayings of God. Dr. Owen
Jones, of Docking, Norfolk, has trans-
lated into the English language (and
published in a neat, small octavo), The
Judgment of the National Synod of the
Belgic Reformed Churches, Concerning
the Five Points gf Christian Doctrine,
Mr. Owen Jones has again produced
a rich feast for the souls of God's saints
who have a strong faith in the salvation
of the bride of Christ. Not a few of
the blessed sons and daughters of Zion
have praised God for the works issued
by this venerable translator, who, like
ourselves, has suffered temporal losses
in endeavouring to sound out the trumpet
of truth. Surely, the soul that doth so
love Christ and His Gospel as to be
willing to make any sacrifice for the
extension of this holy knowledge will
not be a cast-away, although persecution
and poverty assail it here. Encourage
Owen Jones.

The Ancient Mile-stone. A gentleman
in the city was in the ¢ Gallery of Reflec-
tion on the Past,” and he is well-up in
the history of the most wonderful
family. We have, also, Dr. Macrae’s
paper, wherein the Dundee doctor would
represent 8. as in error in some points,
although thoroughly honest. Such
things as some of the ex-collegians
reveal are astounding ; but what school
can be found in the world that has in it
none but such good little boys as the
head master was? Read Martin
Tupper's Philosophy on “ Good in Things
Evil.” * The furnace of affliction may
be fierce, but if it retineth thy soul,”
why will ye murmur ?

The Beatitudes,; or, Nothing but
Blessings for the Children of God, &c.
By Benjamin Taylor, minister of the
Gospel, Pulham-St.-Mary, Norfolk. To
be had of the author, neatly bound in
cloth, post free for 13 penny stamps.
Some short time back, this well-known
writer, preacher, and beloved pastor,
was favoured to ascend up into a
mountain ; and the skies being clear and
the air very pure, he sat him down
(mentally and studiously), inhaling
precious draughts of the soft, South
breezes, giving him many delightful
thoughts, in the midst of which he found
‘“some choice marks, by which weak
believers may know themselves to be in
the pathway to heaven.” These fruits
of his mountainous meditation good
Benjamin brought down, and shewed
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them unto his dear people; and they
being delighted with them, he has now
packed them up in a pretty and portable
volume, which anyone can carry in his
pocket, and may easily turn to it when-
ever a fit of unbelief makes them to
stagger about ; fearing, after all, they
shall never receive a hearty welcome
into the mereiful Saviour’s home at the
last. Benjamin Taylor is not a sledge-
hammer preacher, nor is he a bombastic
writer ; he is '“a son of consolation ;”
and being preserved in that character
and spirit, the Lord has made him use-
ful to souls for over forty years; and
this little alabaster box of precious oint-
ment will be in great demand, we have
no doubt. The Lord gave His Benjamin
this portion, and He will bless it, go
wherever it may.

The Scale of Nations. London: Pub-
lished by W. H. Guest, 20, Warwick-
lane, Paternoster-row. Shewing the
sizes, areas, population, exports, imports,
revenues, national debts, &c. Here you
have, on one strong cartridge sheet, the
world in one view. A useful ornament
for any gentleman’s study, office, or
parlour. It is executed in first-class
style.

SERIALS—The Shield of Faith for July.
London: Wade & Co., 11, Ludgate-
arcade. Dr. Sexton and Dr. Young, the
editors, are skilful scholars, and in their
defence of Christianity they have a work
todo. Wethank God forany man whocan
consistently meet the atheist, the infidel,
and the doubter of any size.—The Gospel
Magazine for July exhibits some fearful
signs of the Jesuitical, the Popish, and
the atheist progression in our dear old
England. The Gospel army of professed
believersare muchdivided—in some cases
very bitter—the one against the other.
We have mourned over these cruel and
proud jealousies more than forty years.
Protestant prejudices, and Popish powers
of money and of men are untying
England’s cords. Will the Lord forsake
us ?—Mr. Robert Steele’'s Monthly Record
for July opens with a heavy fire upon the
vacillations of the Government and
other powers who still support and
uphold the Papacy; but the wisdom of
this world, which great statesmen have,
is foolishness with God; and these
worldly-wise ones have been driving our
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Protestant ship upon the rocks, and into
quagmires, now for some years.— Qur
Coming Warsis a pamphlet by M. Baxter
all should read.—T%e Protestant Echo,
a penny monthly, published by Thomas
Tourle, 19, Trafalgar-street, Brighton.
and W, Wileman, London, will be found
a cheap instructor in the history of past
persecutions, and the present slow poison
which the different members of the anti-
Christian family are pouring into the
minds of the Bnglish foolish people. It
is 2 mercy there are hereand there some
stirred up to cry aloud, endeavouring to
show the people their delusions, their
transgressions, and their dangers.
Other pamphlets, books, &c., wait for
rqom and time.

Will ye care for poor Indian women?
The Zenana Mission demands the deepest
sympathy of all our females, whose
condition in England is so immensely
superior to the Hindu women, whose
miseries are gently revealed in a book
now published by Nisbetts. The poor
wretched women are the most degraded,
down-trodden, and awful of any
creatures on God’s earth. “ Often I say
to myself, with a choking feeling,”
writes a lady medical missionary,
“Alag! what has sin wrought? Here is
a poor miserable child of three years,
starved and ill. I order her cod-liver
oil, to be rubbed into its body, and the
mother says, ‘I don't think I'll take the
trouble; for if she dies I shall have one
less to care for!’” And another
missionary adds, “In one of my houses I
found a poor little girl of not more than
three months old, lying, wholly neglected
and uncared for, on the floor, crying
very bitterly, and apparently in much
pain; but nobody came to render her
any help. At last the grandmother
appeared; but instead of taking her up
and comforting the child, she showered
anathemas upon the poor little thirg,
which greatly distressed me. So Iasked
the old woman to try and pacify the
child; but imagine my horror when she
exclaimed, ‘ Who cares for a girl? If
God could take away the boy, let Him
take the girl also. 1 am not going to
touch her. 1 would rather she died!’”
Happily a change is coming to those
dreary houses, as we will soon seek to
show,
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE,

RAILWAY REMEMBRANCES.

[Through different parts of several
counties have passed, and to amuse myself
in travelling long journies, like a recluse, I
press into a corner and pencil down a note
or two. Men ot great minds, and of Jofty
aspirations, can pass me by. My notes are as
simple as the writer, but many of our readers
feel interested in learning a little of the
Churches in our villages and towns.]

June 24, 1882. For Pulham-Mary.
Warm, well-packed, and shaken, or rocked
as in a cradle. Thioking of three sermons
to-morrow for schools in the venerable Dr.
Benjamin Taylor's Pulham Tabernacle.
One text came to me, ‘* He shall deliver

‘““THE ISLAND OF THE INNOCENT,”

“ and it is delivered by the pureness of thine
hand.”

In this hook of Job there are seven
prominent characters—God, Satan, Job, his
three ** friends,” and Elihu. There are deep
mysteries somewhat opened up here. The
permitted existence of Satan. This has
been to me a mystery, but he appears to he
employed to try and to test the faith of God’s
people. Hence, be gets divine permission
to touch Job in the sorest places. So Satan
did tempt our Saviour,and Peter, and Paul,
with the thorn in the flesh; and still the
great adversary is called, ““ The prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh
in the child ot disobedience.”” He is Zion's
enemy, but heis chained. Another mystery
is, that as

FPAITH IS TRIED,

so much stronger she becomes. Sin omly
can stop the mouth of faith., When Peter
deuied Christ, he said no good thing until
the Saviour sent a message unto him on the
resurrection morniug, then away Peter ran
1o see Jesus. Joh came out with strong faith
as his trials went on. ‘ My witness is in
beaven,”” &c. *‘ He knows the way I take:
thougb he slay me.” ‘I know that my
Redeemer liveth,”” ete.

In the midst of the dreadful controversy
between Job and his friends, there gushed
out now and then expressions of new
covenant truth. My text must be one of
these sparks. Hereisa present positive.
Tn the eye of the eternal God the Church of
Christ stands as ** the island of the innocent.”
It is also expressive of a prospective future,
when all the angels of glory shall behoid the
Redeemer’s kingdom as-a distinct inheri-
tance, an island wherein innocence, in its
most beauteous and superlative perfection
shall be seen, und sball shine for ever and
ever. Here is also the agency, the essential
and instrumental ageney, **it is delivered
by the pureness of thine hands.” .

Here at Ipswich we wait. This town is
rapidly rising into much comercial power,
Mr. Kern and Mr. Bamuel Cozens are the two
Strict Baptist ministers. They are great

men. It is expected the Churches will be
much increased. There are many good
Christians in Ipswich.

Pulham-St.-Mary-the-Virgin. Such
is the rather Romish and romantic name of
the parish in which stands the rural deanery,
the tabernacle, and rectory of the devoted
and devout Benjamin Taylor, who is (with-
out undue eulogy) one of the very best Strict
Baptist pastors and preachers in the Eastern
part of this British island. Nearly fifty
vears have been left behind since this beloved
Benjamin was a printer and a bookbinder in
the town of Harleston, in Norfolk ; and it
is more than forty years since lLe walked
from Harleston to “ Pulbam-Mary ' (as the
railway company now designate the place,
for they have been wicked enough to shut
the “saint™ out). What led bim to this
place? Subsequent events would answer,
‘“ The purpose, the providence, the prophetic
Spirit of the great and glorious Head of the
Church; for here, in a cottage, then in a
barn, and ultimately in a substantial brick-
built chapel, good Benjamin Taylor began,
and bas continued for more than forty years,
to pray for, to study for, to minister unto,
the people committed to his care. How
many thousands of prayers has our blessed
Benjamin poured out and sent to heaven for
the salvation of sinners !

But I must not give way to my thoughts.
I cannot tell how, nor why, but I was
announced to preach three apniversary
sermons for Pulham-Mary Sunday schools,
June 25, 1882. Reached the station Satur-
day evening previous ; walked up the wrong
way, as usual. There I stood still, wondered
which was right; saw two gentlémen
coming down the road. * Do ye know
where Mr. Benjamin Taylor lives?’’ ‘“ Up
the other road.” Turned back ; walked up
the right road; found the house of God
looking quite innocent and patient ; found
also the pastor’s garden, house, and family ;
and there in a comfortahle lodging I rested
for the night, although in the heavens ahove
there were loud peals of thunder, lightning
flashes, and terrents of rain came pouring
down.

When I reached the pulpit in the morning,
I saw long rows of young people standing
on temporary platforms, in front of the
pulpit, and they were singing in the strongest
and sweetest barmony, proving their train-
ing and exercises had been well conducted.
They sung fifteen pieces during the three
services of the day, and I was permitted to
read, pray, and preach to increasiogly large
companies of people, who came travelling in
different conveyances from the country all
around. Will it please the Lord to hless
those services! Amen,

1 was favoured to hold brief converse with
several old friends, and many were there
who are steadfast in their faith in the Gospel
of the ever-blessed God, and who speak
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lovingly and gratefully of their pastor, the
blessed Benjamin, of Pulham-Mary.

Many years ago we had a little Church in
Harlestone, but the ministers, Langhar,
Mason, Futter, and others died, or became
incapable; hence, the poor little cause gave
up the ghost.
¥+ Tivetshall. Monday morning, June 26,
1882, How full of deep praise ought I to
be! Yet all day yesterday in reading, pray-
ing, or preaching, my soul could not get a
swim in the sea of love. Old William Day
prayed before I preached, when Mr. Collis
was ordained at Coggeshall; and in Mr.
Day’s prayer he uttered a sentence I have
never quite forgotten. He said, *“ O Lord,
let our brother’s heart come out of his mouth
to-day.” Now, that is the secret of all free
and happy preaching. When all the affec-
tions of the heart are inflamed with love to
God, to Christ, to the Spirit, to the souls of
the people; when these affections take up
the soul and melt her into deep contrition,
and pour her into the mind, tben the mind
being like the engine, and the heart and
soul acting like steam-power to carry the
mind through the tunnel of the mouth with
express velocity and freedom, then, ah!
then I love preaching, when the love of
God is shed abroad in the heart by the
Holy Ghost, given unto us at such times
and with such blessings, the pulpit seems
to stand.at Heaven’s gate, and salvation in
Christ, the Fountain; salvation in the
Gospel, the Revealer ; salvation in the soul,
the Receiver; salvation in heaven, the
Satisfier, yea, in every way salvation for
sinners is

A JOYFUL S80UND.

Away from home I so seldom realise sweet
spiritual liberty, which is a mortification to
my spirit, and perhaps it serves me right.
I said yesterday, there is random preaching,
brain preaching, hook preaching, and there
is sometimes special preaching ; and when 1
was led for a moment or two to shew what
“ pureness of hands” Christ had ; how,
by His working with Joseph and James He
purged away the curse of a broken law;
how, by His baptism, He indicated His
swallowing up death ; how by,His enduring
Satan’s temptation He purged away the
fatal poison and killing power of temptation ;
how by His miracles and ministry He
purged away the soul’'s maladies; how in
the bloody sweat in the garden He purged
away the wrath of offended justice; how by
His agonies on the cross He purged away
the pangs, and took out the sting of death.
Just then for a few moments my poor soul
almost got her wings ready to fly out a
little. But how soon were they clipped !

Passing Diss and Melles. At Haighly
station we pause, and reviewing yesterday I
command my soul to thank God for all the
goodness He caused to pass before me,

In the Pulham rectory I had a beautiful
bedroom and a comfortable bed. Although
the rain kept some away, there came many
people, and three times I went through the
services, and some friends spoke kindly.

At Stowmarket I saw Mr. Whorlow. We
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conversed for a moment, and parted, perhaps
for ever.

Norfolk has about 500,000 people ; about
fifty Baptist Churches. At Claxton, Henry
Pawson lays paralysed, and the Chureb is
low indeed. The late Mr. George Wyard’s
son John stands as pastor over the Swaffham
Church since 1862, and his roll of Church
members is 286, the highest in the county.

SUFFOLK.—On a leisure trip, brother
Lelle, and self, looked into Mr. Kerr’s chapel,
Ipswich, where [+aac Levinsohn was preach-
ing Sunday-school sermons. Happy seasons ;
good prospect of future blessings, ~ At Otley
(the Baptist Church there being more than
eighty years old) we saw the now popular
Grundisburgh pastor, Wm, Gill, giving
addresses to Sunday-school. He is welcomed
in these Eastern climes. The air is more con-
genial than the Black Country, where W illiam
struggled under discouraging circumstances.
We returned from several little tours the
otherday, and spent a few hoursin Braintree,
when their anniversary services were cele-
brated. The present Dunmow bishop, John
Hanger, poured out streams of exposition,
and unloaded an immense amount of Gospel
ammunition in three consecutive discourses.
He is a powerful man indeed. Then came
Isaiah Smith, of Great Yeldham, who has the
triple power of fire, wind, and still small
voice, all in intercbanging tones. Mr. Foster
thought he never heard such a vehement
pulpiteer before. Our old friend, C.W. Banks,
came from London with two mellow messages,
and that kindj,embodiment of pure Christian
charity, William Beach, E:q., concluded
these sacred services by acouple of free-grace
ministrations. I and my friend admired the
zeal of deacon Wheeler, who is one of the
rost persevering elders in the field. We
ask, is there no able evangelist, who could
come into this Braintree Strict Baptist
Church, and WwoORK in the spirit and
strength of love to Gop’s CHRIsT, to
CaRrisT’s Church, and to the thousands of
sinners around, and instrumentally gather in
the redeemed, and fill this new and comfort-
able house of prayer? We do not wish to
induce any money-grasping idlers to send
their cards of self-invitation, but such decided
disciples as J. D. Fountain of Little [1ford,
are like the streams in the South, exceedingly
refreshing. O, for the Churches in Brain-
tree, in Maldon, in Witham, in Chelmsford,
in Brentwood, in Mendelsham, and all around
the Eastern pastures, may the Lord arise,
and shine, and send some out of His own
college of life and truth, who, like Paul, shall
be able to exclaim, “I thank CHRIST
JEsUS, our LorDp, who hath enabled me,
counting me faithful, putting me (Himself)
into the ministry.” Mr. Editor, we were
solemnized with the fact, that_the dear and
aged evaogelist, brother Dennison, still
travels, and is a help to some of the pastor-
less Churches. He is between eighty and
ninety, but hale and strong in the Lord.
Help him again, when you can, and pray
for us POOR SEEKERS AFTER HEALTH,
AND THE HEAVENLY REST.
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BOTH MOTHER AND FATHER ARE
GONE.
To the Editor of the “Earthen Vessel.”

Dear BRoTHER BAnks,~The Church
meeting for divine worship at Coverdale
rooms, Limehouse, bas sustained another
loss by death, in the person of Mr. J. W.
Beckett, one of the oldest deacons, and pre-
centor, which duties he has fulfilled since
the opening of this place, and previously to
this at Cave Adullam, Stepney, for a long
time. He was well-known to you for many
vears. His iliness was short at last. About
six weeks ago he buried his wife at Ilford,
and tbe week following took to his bed,
never to leave it again. On one occasion, on
his death-bed, he said to me, “ Here I am,
like Paul, ready to depart, and to be with
Christ, which is far better,” and on Wednes-
dav, June 28, 1882, his happy spirit took its
flight to Canaan’s fair and happy land,
where his possessions lie.

Referring to the 88th hymn, in the sup-
plement of ¢ Denbam’s Selection,” on
¢« Cast down but not destroyed,” our brother
did not think it properly finished, so he
wrote the following verse some years ago at
the Cave:—

“Soon we shall reach our home on high,

Where Christ hias gone before;
Join the sweet anthems of the sky,
And be cast down no more.”

Oan Wednesday, July 5, & number of
friends assembled at Ilford cemetery, to pay
the last tribute of respect to our dear
departed hrotber. In the cemetery chapel,
Mr. F. C. Holden, the pastor of the Church,
read a portion of Scripture, and offered
prayer. At the grave he addressed the
family and friends assembled, and in his re-
marks said they had lost a dear and loving
father, and the Church a useful and much-
beloved brother. We are not met here to
eulogise the dead, but to speak to the living.
Looking down into the grave, Mr. Holden
snid, at the close of his address, ¢ Farewell,
farewell, dear brother Beckett, until that
glorious resurrection morn, when we shall
meet to part no more.””  After singing,
“ Why do we mourn, departing friends?”
&c., we dispersed to our homes, with the
thought, who amongst us will be the next?

On Lord’s-day evening, Mr. F. C. Holden
improved the event to a crowded congrega-
tion. The text was, *“ And I heard a voice
from heaven, saying unto me, Write, Blessed
are the dead that die in the Lord; from
henceforth, Yea, saith tbe Spirit, that tbey
mav rest from their labours, and their works
do follow them.” This is a voice that John
heard in the 1sle of Patmos; it was a voice
from Leaven ; it was a voice_of consolation ;
it was a voice of power. Dr. Watts says
rightly :—

«The voice that rolls the stars along,
Speaks all the promises.”
Apain :—
“ While His awful voice .
Divides the sinners from the saints,
We tremble and rejoice.”
Some careless sinners here may say, We do
neither tremble nor rejoice. Then your
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position is a solemn one indeed, for whilst
‘ Blessed are they that die in the Lord,”
cursed are they that die out of the Lord.
What a solemn time it will be for tle sinner
when He appears before the judgment-seat
of Christ.

Mr. H.noticed (1) the character spoken of,
‘“ Blessed are the dead;” (2) what their
blessedness consists of ; (3) the confirmation,
Death, in and of itself, cannot be a blessing.
Death, iu itself, is dissolution, or separation ;
death, in itself, is repugnant to the natural
feelings; it is a dissolution of soul and body ;
the one goes to heaven, the other down into
the dust. Those that are found in Christ are
those that are new-created in Him.

‘*“Other Refuge have I none,” &ec.,

that was the sum and substance of our dear
brother’s hope ; he was one who felt he had
no other refuge. Those who are found in
Christ are those only who are saved by
sovereign grace. Qur dear brother knew
well that salvation was of the Lord; almost
the last time I visited him I asked him if he
had any portion of God’s Word he would like
to mention to me, and after a time he said
there was one, *“God be merciful to me a
sinner.” We know it was well with our
brother—HE DIED IN THE LORD.

Referring to his years, back at the old Cave,
1 asked him if he did not feel a pleasure in
the hymns he gave out, and he said he did,
also the hymns he gave out here. There was
always a beautiful savour in thern; he said
he had never given out a hymn that had a
Jine in it that would clash with God’s
Word, and were he to do so again he would
do the same. Death, to the believer, is a
time of deliverance. Now he is relieved from
all pain and suffering. ¢ Blessed are the dead
that die in the Lord.”” Blessedness they
enter into—they enter into rest, he has gone
into the presence of God,

“ Where pleasurcs undeclining rise,
And every wish has full supplies.”

The days of his mourning are ended, now
at rest, and in perfect peace. See the con-
firmation! Henceforth the joys of heaven
are for ever; the Holy Spirit confirms it :
“Yea, saith the Spirit, they rest from their
labours.” He laboured here hard, hut he
has no labour now ; where they serve Him:
in His holy temple they serve him day and
night. His days of mourning are ended.
Children, you have lost a dear and loving
father, and a sincere friend. As a member
of this Christian Church, he was a peace-
maker; thus he gained esteem from every
member, and where he now is we shall one
day be.

On a recent visit I asked him if there was
any hymn he would like to select more than
another, and he selected this, which we will
now sing—(227, Denham’s) ‘“ Rock of ages,
cleft for me,” &c.; then prayer closed another
solemn service at Coverdale Rooms, Lime-
house.

‘T, E. MOORE.

17, S8almon’s-lane, Limehouse, E.,

July 11, 1882,
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BUTTON COURTNEY. — For many
years a Baptist Church has been maintained
in this lonpg, large, and once-flourishing
paper-mill village. Mr. Richard Randle
has always been the faithful and honourable
minister, He is now between 80 and 90
yenrs of age. The chapel requires complete
renovation ; to help to raise the funds for it,
special services were held on July 2, 3, and

. Sermons were preached by Mr, Sadler
and C. W. Banks. The fullowing notice is
from & correspondent:—On Tuesday and
Wednesday, July 4 and 5, C. W. Banks
favoured our Baptist chapel with a visit,
The first day was exceedingly wet ; but those
who heard the ¢ Village Preacher”’ Tuesday
evening were found again on Wednesday
afternoon to hear the Gospel of peace, and
those who listened to his voice were greatly
comforted and refreshed. Our friends then
partook of a quiet and bountiful repast,
which, under tbe direction of the noble Mrs.
Tinson and other earnest friends, was beauti-
fully served up. The doxology was sung as
a thank-offering for what had been received,
and then the public meeting was introduced
by Mr. Lewis, Baptist pastor, Drayton, who
called upon Mr. Argyle to speak ;to the
friends, which he did cheerfully; then fol-
lowed Mr. Clinch, who received light and
Jife some years ago under the ministry of Mr.
Randle, the old Baptist pastor of this Church,
and for whose benefit Mr. Banks came down
to help in renovating the chapel. After Mr.
Clineh, the chairman, called Mr. H. E.
Sadler, who spoke from the words, ** Them
that honour Me I will honour.” Theu came
Mr. Croker, of Abingdon. Last of all, Mr.
Randle’s kind, sympathising, and gracious
friend, C. W. Banks, gave us a closing
address. It proved a comfort to God's
afllicted ones, a reviving season to his two
old fellow-pilgrims, the pastor and his wife.
Through the poverty of the people, but little
was given to the object for which the Village
Preacher came to plead—namely, the clean-
sing of this house of prayer. However, Mr.
Banks assured Mr. Randle not to fear, for
tbe chapel should not be forgotten. [We
have Mr. Randle’s will and the deeds, as Mr.
Randle will leave the freehold chapel in trust
for the Strict Baptist Church unencumbered,
we are bound to see it put in thorough
repair, Isaac Charles Johnson, Esq., and
‘Wm. Turner, Esq., have contributed towards
the object, and before long, we believe, the
good hand of God will enable us to announce
it all done and paid for.—C, W. BANKks].

HADLEIGH.—On Sunday, July 2, we
were exceediugly cheered to behold two
friends descend the baptismal waters, after a
discourse hy our pastor from John i. 25,
“ Why baptizest thou?” The service was
an affecting one, and the Lord’s presence was
realised by meny. Our two friends, who
were exceedingly cheerful in yielding obe-
dience to their Lord and Master’s sacred
command, were received into Church fellow-
ship at the ordinance cf the Lord’s Supper
in the afternoon.
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SUFFOLK.—June was a month of months
in SBuffolk, as far as anniversaries are con-
cerned. On the 11th at Wattisham, large
congregations assembled to hear Mr. R. E.
Sears (late of Foot’s Cray) preach anniversary
sermons in connection with Sabbath-schools H
collections realised the excellent sum of £27.
On the same day, a pleasing sight was wit-
nessed in the beautiful and cheering rural
district of Stoke-Ash. The people for miles
round were wending their way to that well-
built and pleasantly situated chapel (the
scene of Mr. C. Hill’s much-appreciated
labours), tospend the day on the occasion of
the Sunday-school anniversary, Mr. B. J.
Northfield (of Hadleigh) being the preacher.
The morning service was attended by a full
house, and the discourse, founded on the
words of the Psalmist, * Blessed be God,
which hath not turned away my prayer, nor
His mercy from me,” was listened to with
manifest interest and attention. In the
afternoon an overflowing congregation was
present, when the children were addressed,
the subject being the history of ** Joseph,”
in which Joseph was set forward as a
godd exemplar wortby of copying, and
also as a type of Christ. Great praise is
due to the children for the way in which
they answered the questions put to them,
which showed they were not backward in
Scripture knowledge, also reflecting credit
upon their teachers. In the evening the
place was again crammed to listen to a
sermon from the beautiful words of Paul,
“ That I may know Him.” Special hymns
were admirably sung by the children.
Heappy faces betokened cheerful hearts, and
we trust many had to thank the Lord that
their visit bad not been in vain. Collections
amounted to about £14. On the 18th, at
Chelmondiston, Mr. Samuel Cozens, of [ps-
wich, preached the Sabbath-school anni-
versary sermons. On same day at New
Baptist Chapel, Stowmarket, the anni-
versary of the school was celebrated, when
the new Grundisburgh pastor, Mr. W. Gill,
preached three suitable sermoms. — A.
RAMBLER.

SAXLINGHAM.—We held anniversary
services Whit Monday, May 29, 1882. Ser-
mons were preached by Mr. C. Suggate, of
Halesworth. He preached with power and
great liberty. The Lord’s people were built
up in their most holy faith. I have visited
Saxlingham many times. Never saw so
many people. They came from Norwich,
Claxton, Pulham, Carlton Rode, &e. After
tea, provided by the ladies, a public meeting,
addressed by Messrs. Muskit (Yarmouth),
Suggate, E. Debnam, and the pastor.

FRAMLINGHAM, SUFFOLK. — I
regret that, although the Church of England,
Congregationalists, Free Methodists, and
Unitarians are each represented in this
ancient market town, the Baptists have no
place of meeting. Surely those who love the
truth here might commence praying services,
and possibly meetings for preaching.
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MR. OSMOND'S RESIGNATION.

DEeAR BROTHER BANKSs.—The notice in
last month’s EARTHEN VESSEL haviug
caused surprise to many of our friends, far
and near, we desire that vou will insert the
following letters of resignation from our
pastor :

To the Deacons and Members of the
Church of Christ Meeting at ** Bethel,”
Newton-street, Hoxton.

Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied
unto you through Jesus Christ our Lord.

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS,— After
much discouragement, perplexity, and
earnest prayer, with miugled feelings of gra-
titude aud sorrow, I have come to the con-
clusion to pive notice of resigning my pastoral
office within two months of this date.

I feel that I am not able to continue my
labours in your midst as I have hitherto
dooe, many have been my discouragements
during the past year, so little spiritual pros-
perity, such an amount of Jukewarmness and
indifference to the cause and interest of
Christ, some, as you know, only visiting the
house of God one service in the week, in-
cluding the Lord’s-day, others only once a
month, and some have not attended our
Monday evening prayer meetings for a year
ur two, Low can we expect the Lord’s bles-
sing to rest upon our labours? He hath said,
They that bonour Me, I will honour.

1 teel that after fourteen years of hard labour
and toil, it is the Lord’s will that I must
now resign, and pray that the Lord may
soon direct you to the choice of another of
His servants that may be better qualified by
the power and grace of God tofulfil the same.

I am very thankful to see the prosperity
ot our Sunday-school, and may the Lord still
continve the best cf His blessings upon all
engaged in s0 good a work as bringing the
little ones to Christ.

I feel that I am leaving many of my
dearest friends ; but we are Jed about in the
wilderness by the good hand of God, and we
must submit to His Fatherly hand and
guidance. I am leaving the Churchin a
far better condition in every respect than I
found it. I am thankful for all the henefits,
blessings, and friends the Lord hath given
me, because unworthy of the least of any of
them. And now! go, trusting in His divine
Word, and this gracious promise. The Lord
bless you all, for His mercy’s sake.

Yours in Jesus,
W. OsMOXND.

The foregoing letter was read to the
Cburch, when jt was unanimously resolved
that the pastor be atked to re-consider the

vestion. At the expiration of a week the
following letter was received :—

DeEaAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN
CHRIsT,—]I have not been led to alter my
decision since your last meeting. With
many and unfeigned thanks to the God of
all goodness, and to all my beloved friends
in the Gospel fur all that has been bestowed,
I would commit my way unto the Lord, and
you all into His gracious hand, who is able
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to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask
or think. To Him be all the glory, now and
ever, Amen,
Yours in Jesus,
W. OsMOND,
P.S.—I hope to retain my presidency of
the school, and membership, fellowship, and
friendship with the Church; and if any
counsel or advice, or help be needed, and [
be requested, I trust I may ever be ready to
afford the same (D.v.).
Yours, in covenant bonds,
W. HOWLETT,
J. JoLry,
H. MILLER,
July 17, 1882.

} Deacons.

CLAPHAM. — The Church of Christ in
Wirtemberg-street, under the pastoral care
of Mr. Henry Hall, held its twenty-second
aoniversary July 11. F. W, Simms, Esq.,

resided over afternoon meeting; Mr. Thos.

radbury spoke with considerable power on
God's care of His people; Mr. James Clark
spoke on God’s unchaogeableness, and His
pever-failing supplies of grace, which could
not tail to meet with a hearty welcome by
many ; Mr. C. Cornwell spoke of Bethany,
and expressed many very cheering passages
in the varied lives of Mary and Martha
which did us good; W. J. Styles followed
with weighty sentences based upon 2 Cor. xiii.
8, ““ For we can do nothing against the truth,
but for the truth.” DMr. Styles is always
appreciated, ashis testimony is generally very
mature and weighty. W. Hazelton spoke on
faith, hope, and love ; and W. Winters on the
love of God. Mr. Hall expressed pleasant
feelings of gratitude for the goodness of the
Lord in sustaining him in his pastoral work
for the past twenty-two years. After tea,
Mr- Charles Hill, of Stoke Ach, preached a
remarkable sermon, every senteuce of which
was full of thoughts well freighted with deep
meaning, and sparkling with spiritual light
and glory. The preacher based his sermon
upon Col. iii. 4, and observed that it had been
said that the greatest of men were always the
most humble, and the apostle himself was
very humble. The preacher, in treating of
the life expressed in the text, noted that it
was the grand suhject of Christianity, a creed
prepared in heaven for God’s Church on earth;
but nnt a creed alome, it was a life distin-
guished by God, denied to angels, yet given
to His children that they might he filled with
al] the fulness of God. Alllile, remarked the
preacher, was not the same life, and which
remark he confirmed by passages from 1 Cor.
xv. There was the life of nature, animal and
vegetable; but the life of the soul was a life
that shall consummate in all the glory of life.
Christian life was the new life. Earth, said
the speaker, had no power to maintain
Christianity; it was spiritual in all its forms;
it was God’s life, it was a divine life, a3 says
the apostle, * For me to live is Christ,” &e-
Mr. Hill also treated of the new birth, and
the internal evidence of it in the soul. The
sermon, as a whole, was grand in the extreme.
Bo says—W. WINTERS.
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ESSEX IN THE CENTRE.—At Hal-
stead (the town where Mr. Thurston came
from) we had anniversary services, Sunday,
July, 23, when discourses were given to us
by Mr. Crown, the Keddington pastor. He
proclaims the good news with distinctness
and warmth. Our minister, Mr. E. Willis,
is a kind gentleman, who comes from Col-
chester to feed the flock in Head-street ; he
is favoured to “dwell on high ; his place of
defence is the munitions of rocks,”” and up-
ward he aims to lead the flock. Mr. Rayner’s
anniversary at Mount Bures was a season
of binding the sheaves together, hy Walter
Brown, who came from Colchester with a
number of his {riends. It is said, the Lord
has used Mr. Rayner most manifestly in
turning sinners from darkness tolight ; yea,
from the power of Satan unto God. There
are witnesses of this. It isseen, it is known
to be a work that wears. At Mr. Isaiah
Smith’s anniversary at Yeldham, Mr. J.
Parnell brought forth things new and old.
At Maldon anniversary, on July 17, Mr.
Rayner read, expounded, and sought the Lord.
Our venerable father in the Gospel, John
Dennison (who is between eightyand ninety),
Mr. Ellistone, of Braintree, and Mr. Feast of
Burnham, helped us; and C. W. Banks
preached the sermons. We had no crowd,
but we increased in strength as we went on,
and made a collection toward repairing our
chapel. This must be done. - Friends of
truth, we implore your help. The late Mr.
Collins, and the now deceased Mr. Warren,
were Gideon-like men for saving the Israelites
out of the hands of the Midianites; and Mr.
House, Mr. Debnam, Messrs. Dennison,
Ellistone, Feast, and others, keep the Gospel
still in Maldon, and our Essex is a gdod corn-
growing county. We lay on the German
Ocean, our rivers, the Thames, the Stour,
the Lea, the Chelinore, the Blackwater, and
the Colne, give us abundantly of nature’s
moisture, but we do cry for the saving showers
of heaven’s quickening and cheering rain.
O, true friends of God’s eternal Son, plead
for us in Maldon. Witham Church has
called Mr. Hanson for a time ; the Heybridge
Church is sustained; the venerable R.
Powell and the valiant E. P. Brown divide
the spoil at Coggeshall. Billericay and South
Green causes are alive, Mr. Huxham has
left Chelmsford ; Walter Brown, at Col-
chester, is a loviog and bappy Jabourer, but
all the Churehes of the Strict Baptist order
require more Christ-wrought union, more of
the Spirit's power. We know nothing else
that can increase them, with men like a
block ?

LAXFIELD.—The fifty-second anniver-
sary of the Particular Baptist Sunday-school
was held on Thursday, June 15. A large
gathering of friends assembled to encourage
us, Service commenced in afternoon by
Brother Broom reading the Word, and
prayer. The children recited interesting
pleces, gave descriptive Scriptural dialogues,
and sang some well-selected hymns, Mr.
Denmee, of Hoxne, gave an address to the
children full of life and interest. Then
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followed our esteemed brother, J, R. Deb-
nam, of Horham, with words of encourage-
ment and Scriptural exhortation to parents
and teachers. The recitations and singing
of the children deservedly elicited hearty
votes of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Scace, and
to Mr. E. Goldspink, jun., for theable man-
ner in which they had trained the children,
and taught them their interesting pieces, a
work of anxiety only known to those who
are engaged in it. The chapel was decorated
with Seriptural texts suitable for the occa-
sion, breathing the sincere desires of the
loving hearts that had been ergaged in
working them. After the juveniles, num-
bering about two hundred, had partakea of
a well-spread tea, they adjourned to the
meadow of Mr. Seaman (brother of our
beloved deacon, Benjamin), kindly lent for
their use. The teachers and friends, to the
number of about 350, took their turn at the
social meal, which passed off in a manner
cbaracterising it as a ‘‘Laxfield tea-
meeting.”” At 6.30 the chapel was well
filled to hear the Gospel trumpet blown by
Brother Kern, of Ipswich, the notes of whose
sermon are given elsewhere, and although
brother Kern commenced by saying that his
was the last course, and the last course was
generally hread and cheese, we felt, while
teeding on the bread of heaven, constrained
to say, ** Thou hast left the good wine until
now.” The singing of Joseph Hart’s well-
known hymn, ¢ Come ye sinners, poor and
wretched,” brought to a close another happy
and soul-reviving season spentin the earthly
courts of our God, causing us to leave with
the prayer in our heart :
“God bless our young and rising race,
And bring them in their youthful days
To know the riches of that grace
That turns the feet to Zion's ways.”

BURGH-LE-MARSH, MONKS-
THORPE, SKEGNESS, AND LINCOLN-
SHIRE. — **A Wandering Workman”
looks on and listens. ‘‘ People who seek for
a pure, clear, beautiful sandy shore and sea-
side watering place, need not let their souls
starve, while inhaling invigorating draughts
at Skegness, or Burgh.Mr.Bullen, the pastor
of the Burgh-le- Marsh Strict Baptist Church
(from Mr. Forman’s, .of March, in Ely),
is a right-divider of the true Word of God.
He is a good-tempered, solid Christian man,
and all round here he will sound forth the
Gospel.”

WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK.—It is a
painful fact that in this thriving town of
5,000 people there is found no place of wor-
ship for Strict Baptists. If only a few
devoted brethren could get together aud
pray over the matter much good might
result. The work of establishing new causes
where none exist appears to be the legitimate
work of the Norfolk and Suffolk Baptist
Association. How can an azgressive work
be carried on if no active efforts are put
forth ?
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THE LAST DAYS OF THE LATE MR.
JOSEPH PALMER.

[From & lengthened memorial by his
daughter we quote the following most
essential features in the dying experience of
a tried and singular man,.—ED.]

DEAR MR. BANKS,—We send account
of my beloved father’s illness and death. Qur
loss is great; he was a most loving husband
and affectionate father. We know there isa
reason for every stroke, how painful soever
it may be, and if we hope to form part
of that one great spiritual temple, of which
Christ Himself is the chief Corner-stone, we
must strive not to murmur at the prepara-
tions for that kingdom where Jesus has gone
to prepare a place for His owa people. My
father was the youngest son of the late Mr.
E. Palmer, of Paternoster-row, and he has
been a Baptist minister over tbirty years.
His last engagement was at Mount Zion
chapel, Devonport. He lectured on ‘“‘ The
Pilgrim’s Progress,” which compelled him to
travel from one town to another. He went
to Buxton, in Derbyshire, a month ago;
upon reaching the station he was taken very
ill, and feared be would not survive even to
reach his lodgings. He was mercifully
restored for a time, and he lectured with
great feeling, dwelling on the part where the
pilgrims were just about to enter the gates
of the celestial city. My dear mother felt it
would be his last lecture; so it proved. He
awoke one night, and said to her, “ I don’t
mean to frighten you, but I have seen a letter
tied with a silver cord, beld by a hand; it
seemed to comein at the window, and go all
over the room ; it was like a meteor, bright
as the sun, and I bave seen it a dozen times,
but I could not see tbe address.”

He continued ill; g doctor was ecalled in,
who sent a strong tonic, and gave us hope.
Dr. Demer, of St. James’s-terrace, Buxton,
was the medical gentleman who attended
him. He bebaved most kindly. Should
anyone visiting Buxton require medical
attendance, they would do well to consult
him. He proved a real friend in our distress.
Our dear fatlier was so loving, so patient, so
kind to all, it was quite a pleasure to be with
him. He remarked that it was not natural
for him to be patient. He boped at first to
be spared for a time, for the sake of our dear
mother and his children: but he became
weaker, and said, ““ I do not think I shall
recover.” He said those words long since
were s0 impressed upon his mind, *“ Seek ye
first the kingdom of God,” adding, * I have
tried to do it ; I have made a conscience of
my preaching.” He bade the doctor good
night, saying it would be a long night, but
a bright morning, and afterwards left a
messape for him, hoping God would bless his
efforts, and we were to tell him that he was
going where there was no more sorrow.

On one occasion, after sending for his son,
hesaid, * I bave nothing more to say; thanks
be to God who giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” He said to our
dear mother, ¢ Is there anything you wish to
say tome?” She replied, ‘ May the Lord
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give you an abundant entrance into the
kingdom of God.”” He said, “ May the Lord
support you ; good-bye, my darling, till we
meet again.” He said he was perfectly
happy, and wondered that the chariot wheels
should so tarry. He bade us good-bye over
and over again, which made it so palnful,
It seemed like parting with him so many
times.

Afterexpressing great confidence one morn-
ing, he said it was *‘ dark, dark,” and ““ [s it
all delusion ? ” My dear mother said, * When
the enemy comes in like a flood, then the
Lord will ﬁfr up His standard against him.”
He seemed to dread being put under the
ground, but she reminded him that it was
only his wardrobe, his cast-off dress, that was
going to be put there. Afterwards he became
so happy, and rejoiced in the Lord, saying,
‘“ Vietory through the blood of the Lamb!”
When unable to speak, his hands were clasped
in the attitude of prayer; several times we
heard him say, “ Thy rod and Thy staff they
corcfort me.” He asked my dear mother,
C. W. B., to bid you good-bye; he said he
died in the full persuasion of the Baptist
faith, that we were not to speak of him as
either high or low, but simply a believer in
the Lord Jesus. At one time he said, * It is
a solemn thing to die.” He seemed to have
the feeling that he had passed the swellings of
Jordan, and longed for the gates to open to
receive him. He said that he was quite pre-
pared when the summons should come, and
that he could now read the address of the
letter, and said, “I am dying without a fear
or a shadow of a doubt; there is death, then
tbe grave, then the judgment; but there is
no judgment for us.”

The last time he was at chapel the text
was: * The Master is come, and calleth for
thee.” While walking home, he said, * If
the Master call for me to-night, I am quite
ready.”” He said to his eldest daughter, a
few days before he went to glory, “Am I
going to die?” She replied, ‘‘ You may go
to-nigbt, but you arenot afraid !’ He said,
“Oh, no! I always knew I was right, if the
Bible was true, and it is true. I am on the
Rock of Ages, as poor Joe said (alluding to
our dear brother, wbo died about 11 months
ago of heart disease. He was 29 years of
age, and had been so much with our heloved
fatber that he seemed like part of himself.
When he wasdangerously ill our dear parents
were sent for, but he died an hour and a-half
before they saw him. His death caused our
beloved fatber so much grief that he said
he felt that he should not live to the anni-
versary of our dear brother’s death, which was
May 15, 1881).

He said to our brother Morris, * Look after
your mamma and the girls.” To our dear
mother, ** My preeious one! my darling!
the Lord will support you.” She said, **I
hope s0.” He added, “’T am sure He will.”
Heloved to take her hand, and she often read
some of his favourite texts and hymns to him,
when able to hear it. His face shone full of
the glory he was so scon to enjoy; he loved
to hear Swaine’s beautiful words,—

* For ever to behold Him shine.”
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To Nellle he said, * You will see I shall die
as quietly as an fnfant,” and so it was; we
did not know his happy spirit bad fled, he
died so peacefully,
“In vain our fency strives to paint
The moment after denth,
The glory that surrounds tho saint
‘Wiien yielding up his breath.”
He repeated at one time,—
“DBold shall I stand in that great day,
Yor who sught to my chargo shall lay ?
TFully absolved through Christ I am
From sin's eternal cursc and shame."

Also the hymn beginning,—
“Hark, my soul, it is the Lord—
Iis thy Saviour! hear His word;

Jesus speaks, and speaks to thee,
*Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me 2’ **

At one time he said, * The end of all things
is come. * Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil ;> repeating over and over, “ Thy rod
and Thy staff they comlort me.”” Ouace he
said,—
“¢I must be a lover of the Lord
If I want to go to heaven when I die.””

He was patient, but longed for the gates to
be opened that he might enter into the jov of
the Lord. He died Saturday, April 8, 1882,
and was interred at Fairfield churchyard on
Thursday, April 13. We may say he died in
a sure and certain hope of a glorious
resurrection. M.P.

16, Bridge-street, Buxton,
April 13,1882,

STREATHAM COMMON.—BAKER’s”
LANE. On July 13 the anniversary of this
growing cause was celebrated. A tent was
fixed on the ground opposite the meeting-
room door, and at three o’clock the service
commenced by singing that beautiful hymn,
beginning, ‘ Come, Thou Fount of every
blessing.” The efternoon service was con-
ducted by Mr. Thomas Bradbury, of Grove
chapel, who preached one of his best sermons
from Heh. ix. 14, which was listened to with
both pleasure and profit. After an excellent
tea the friends again returned to the tent,
which was well filled, and the sermon was
preached by Mr. C. Cornwell, of Brixton
Tabernacle, from the words, *‘ He shall he
great ” (Luke i.32); the text was dwelt upon
for an hour under the following heads: (1)
His greatnesr among the prophets; (2) His
greatuess as a man ; (3) His greatness as a
God ; (4) His greatness as a God-man. This
was also the second anniversary of Mr. S.
Ponsford, who, siter many years’ labour at
Clapham, and who, though over eighty years
of age, is able to break the bread of life among
God’s children. He has been instrumental
in forming a Church here, and gathering in
some of the sons and daughtersof Zion. May
God yet spare him, for we felt while tbere,
“ Surely God is in this place !”” for when we
retired, after the services were ended, we felt
God’s presence had made the spot sacred, and
our only regret was that the day had ended.
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POPLAR.—The Church at Bethel, High-
street, although extremely weak, is not
extinct. Our brother, Mr. H, F. Noyes, who
has been indirectly associated with Bethel
for many years, has now come to it help in
time of need, and, in connection with the
Church and its officers, called a public meet-
ing with the ohject of pointing out its present
position, and of showing the integrity of its
movements, which reflects very great credit
on our brother Noyes and his honest eol-
leagues. Mr. James Lee, who was expected
to preside, was prevented ; but sent a donation
instead. Mr. Stanley occupied the chair;
Mr. W. Hazelton offered prayer; and Mr.
Noyes read a brief report, expressive of the
%urport and nature of the meeting. Mr. J.

ox gave an excellent address on the Person
of Christ; Mr. F. C. Holden spoke well on
the atonement ; W. Winters on the righteous-
ness; Mr. J. Griffith on the intercession;
and Mr. J. Brittain on the reign of Christ.
Mr. Clinch also addressed the meeting, and
the service terminated happily. The chapel
requires renovating, and for a few pounds
might be made clean and comfortable. There
certainly appears to be a good opening for a
sound, honest, and energetic preacher of
Christ. May the Lord send one after His
own heart, prays—W. WINTERS

PECKHAM RYE. — HEATON-ROAD.
Re-opening services were held in this beautiful
Zion on July G; it has been well cleaned and
neatly renovated, at the cost of £75. It is
gratifving to learn that £57 has already
been collected. Mr. William Beech, of
Chelmsford (on whose path may the sunlight
of glory ever shine), has been one of many
helpers. In the afternoon Mr. Joseph Willis
read and offered to the Lord fervent prayer ;
Mr. J. W. Wren preached a savoury sermon,
full of godly thought, based upon Matr. xi.
29 ; he treated mainly of the three cardinal
points of the text—namely, the yoke, what we
are to learn of Jesus Christ, aad the cownfort-
ing promise resulting therefrom, ““ Ye shall
find rest.” Excellent tea was provided. In
the evening Mr. Golding occupied the chair,
which lhe maintained in a very creditable
manner ; Messrs. F. C. Holden, P. Reynolds,
W. Kempstoue, W. Winters, and J. Wren
spoke faithfully. We were retreshed and
cheered by the meeting.—W. WINTERS.

LIMEHOUSE.—On Tuesday, July 4,
special services were held at Coverdale-rooros,
Waterloo-street. In the afteraoon several
ministerial brethren met at Mr. G. Baldwin’s
and were entertained with a substantial
dinner, after which they conversed as to the
best means of circulating the Gospel. Tea
at the rooms at 5.30. At 6.45 Mr. Holden
filled the chair. Worship began by singing
part of that well-known and much-loved
hymn :

“ Qome, we that love the Lord,

And let our joys be knowa.”
Mr. Noyes prayed; Mr. Holdeu informed
us the members were dwelling together in
unity, peace, and love. They had eause for
thankfulness, the Word had been so blessed,
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the Lord’s people had been strengthened and
encouraged ; some also had been added to
them since the meeting in March ; four had
been baptized, two were now waiting for it,
and three had been received by a relation of
their expevience, making a total of nine in
the four months. Mr. Lawrence was absent
through effiiction. Mr. G. Baldwin dis-
coursed on the seatence, “ A faithful man,
who can find?”’ The “Man CHRIST
JEsUs ” was spoken of as being faithful in
sympathy, that splendid poem of Watts’
being used as illustrative—namely,—

“ With joy we meditate the grace

Of our High Priest above.”

He was faithful in the care of His people,
and in the perpetuity of His grace. Mr.
Cornwell came with a thoughtful and com-
prehensive speech on the “Lamb of God.”
He showed there were seven senses in which
the expression, * Lamb,” was used in the
Seriptures. Mr. Thomas Carr (from Surrey
Tabernacle) made kind remarks, with a
reference to the words, “ Like as a father
pitieth his children.” Mr, Kemp showed
the provisions of the Gospel were strength-
ening to the souls of the saints, for which
they had an appetite. Mr. W. H. Lee gave
an experimental address on ‘‘ All the
promises of God in Christ are yea and amen,”
&e.  Mr. Stringer stated he bad been in the
ministry sinee 1834. He entered into the
sentence, *“ I will send you corn, wine, and
0il.” Mr. W. Winters closed with a com-
prehensive speech on1 Kings xv. 22.—W, B.

MENDELSHAM.—S8unday, July 9, 1882,
was a holy day in Mendelsham Green chapel.
Mr. Knell preached with joy and liberty ; he
also baptized, and received the new friends
into the Church. Some of our old friends
were made to rejoice in the Lord, and all
hopefully savg, ‘‘ Praise unto a merciful
God.” Some ask, “How is it the Antique
and Strict Baptist Churches are more nume-
rous and powerful in the Eastern counties
than in other parts?” The answer is:
When the persecuted Baptists were com-
pelled to fly from the Netherlands, the
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk received and
sheltered them, and the tears, the prayers,
the preaching of these refugees became the
seed from whence have sprung thousands of
strong, sturdy, and faithful followers of our
Lord and of His apostles.

LOCKWOOD. —In the late Mr.
Crowther's ““ Rehoboth,” Sunday-school ser-
mons were preached by Pastor John Slate
Anderson, on June 25. The singing and
preaching are reported to have been excellent.
Some additions to the Church are being made,
and the cause is sustained. Jas. Fielding
need not fear that we shall publish any of
Mr. Crowther’s letters, which lLe so kindly
sent us: except Mr. Crowther’s review of
Mr. Aikman’s work, which is our own
property. We knew well enough that our
faith in the ETERNITY of our IMMANURL’S
Sonship would exclude us; but, if every
pulpit in the kingdom was shut against us,
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because we have ever believed it with all our
heart, and mind, and soul, we could not be
moved. The eternity of the Sou of God was
revealed in our soul more than fifty years
since ; our faith in the ever-adorable,and all-
glorious Trinity was given us at first. The
late Mr. William Crowther was a man of
honour and of power. Our Churches
sorrowfully mourn over the loss of him.

CHATTERIS. — Zion chapel Sunday-
school held its anniversary June 25. W.
Winters, of Waltham Abbey, preached three
sermons. The chapel, which is very large,
was crowded to excess ; many, in the evening,
being unable to gain admission. The children
sang approprinte hymns during the services,
and tbe hearts of the people were made glad.
The collections also were very encouraging,
larger than on previous occasions. On the
following Wednesday, the teachers and
scholars enjoyed their annual festival, which
was held in the field kindly lent by Mr, Smith.
Tea was provided in the Corn Hall. The
Lord is greatly blessing the labours of the
pastor, Mr. A. B. Hall, several additions to
the Church hy baptism have heen recently
made, and more are coming forward. This
is specially cheering. Dissent mightily pre-
dominates in Chatteris, as in other parts of
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk. We heartily
wish the sterling friends of Zion all the
success their loving soulscrave, and that both
pastor and people may long live in Gospel
peace, prays—W. WINTERS.

A NOTE FROM MR. B. TAYLOR.

MY DEAR BrOTHER C. W. BANKS,—
I have heard from home, and am pleased to
inform you that your visit to Pulham-St.-
Mary, on the 25th of the last month, was
attended with the divine blessing ; for the
friends, I understand, heard you with profit;
while I am sure I may say they were thankful
for your kind and earnest services. The
teachers of the Sunday-school have cause to
rejoice that they are blessed with such success
(the collections being for that object) more
than they ever were before, to the best of my
recollection. On the same day as shove
mentioned, I tried to preach for you, as well
as I could, but made poor work of it, as T felt
I had but little power, hoth bodily and
mentally. May the Lord pardon my poor
efforts, and bless His people, though I he not
worthy to appear among them.

I have been to see our kind friend, Mr.
Turner ; also Mrs. B., of Hampton, who,
during my stay there, made me in every way
as happy as she could, together with her
sister, who are both lovers of the truth as it
is in Jesus. We went to see our afflicted
friend and brother, Mr. Gooding, of Rich-
mond, I think he carnot continue but a
short time, and I hope the friends of Jesus
will still help him and his, as they seem to
need it. 1 went yesterday to see a dear nged
friend at Brixton, in Surrey, with whom I
dra