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PREFACE.

A xew edition of Archbishop Leighton’s Works being
called for, it was thought desirable to accompany it
with @ more complete life, than has yet been given to
the world, of their venerable author. To accomplish
this object no trouble and expense have been spared
by the publisher. Old sources of information have
been explored anew; and inquiries have been insti-
tuted wherever there was even a faint prospect of col-
lecting materials, which had escaped the diligent search
of former biographers. It was indeed to be appre-
hended that, after the lapsc of nearly a century and a
half] little would be obtainable firom local recollections ;
and that the voice of tradition, if not totally silent,
would speak only in broken and indistinct murmurs.
And suchin some degree is the case. The shadows of

forgetfulness have closed upon almost all that Leighton
Vou I, a



1 PREFACE.

said or did, of which the memory has not heen per
petuated by its connexion with matters of political
mterest : and of those little ancedotes which have
reached this distant period with his name engraven
on them, the descent is commonly so obscure and
uncertain, that it has been thought better to reject
what may possibly be genuine, than to run any risk
of admitting what is spurious. Tt is alinost needless
to state, that a considerable portion of the ensuing
narrative is drawn from Bishop Burnet’s History of
his own Times ; nothing of any consequence which is
told in that work being omitted in this memoir. To
the present compiler, however, onc fund of information
has becn opened, to which none of his predecessors
had access. He alludes to a manuscript letter, of
which through the kindness of Mr. Duncan he is now
possessed, which was addressed to Bishop Burnet by
Mr. Edward Lightmaker, whose mother was Leigh-
ton’s own sister. It was the happiness of this lady to
have her brother for a member of her houschold
during the last ten years of his life ; so that her son
had great opportunities, thongh his tender years pre-
vented his reaping the full bencfit of them, of storing
up inferesting particulars of the Bishop’s life and
conversation.  To verify by external evidence the

manuscript so fortunately preserved to us has been
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found impossible : but the internal proof is so strong as
to preclude any reasonable doubt of its being the auto-
graph of Leighton’s nephew ; and its genuineness
being ascertained, no question can arise about its
authenticity. The composition of it is confused and
disorderly: for the worthy writer, in noting down the
memorable actions and sayings of his revered uncle, as
they occurred to his memory, has interspersed many
pious and affectionate remarks, which, however cre-
ditable to the kindliness of his nature, are prejudicial
to the distinctness of his narration. It has exercised
the scdulous care of the present biographer to extract
the valuable portions of this medley, and to arrange
them in the order that chronology seemed to pre-
scribe, or that served best to illustrate the Arch-
bishop’s character. One of the surest proofs of the
genuineness of this document arises from four letters
subjoined to it, which purport to bc copicd from
Leighton’s autographs, and are so thoroughly imbued
with his incomparable spirit as to place their parent-
agc beyond dispute.

Besides drawing largely from this mine, hitherto
unwrought, 1 have endeavoured, by ransacking a
variety of records for incidental notices of the subject,
to enrich this memoir with new particulars, and to

rectify former inaccuracies concerning facts and dates.
a 2
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"T'o this end, the manuscripts in the Advocates’ Library,
and the Town Register of Edinburgh, have been
carefully inspected ; and nothing, I believe, has been
overlooked that would have contributed to the objeet
in band, among the various papers in the College
Library at Glasgow. Morecover, the “ Memoranda
of Dr. Robert Leighton, Bishop of Dumblain, by
Bishop Kenmnet,” which are among the Lansdown ma-
nuscripts, have been collated with the chapter in
Wodrow’s History which treats of the attempted
Accommodation, and proves to be a transcript
from the former, with a few inconsiderable addi-
tions.  Lor some of these rescarches I have been
indebted to Mr. Fleming, the Librarian of Glasgow
College ; and for some to Dr. MCric of Edinbargh,
than whom an abler auxiliary could not be desired
in biographical investigations. The Rev. Mr. Grier-
son, also, the respectable minister of Dunblane, has
been at pains, which T regret to add bave proved
unavailing, to detect any relies of the venerable saint,
that had not yet mouldered away, or been dis-
covered and enshrined by some antecedent historian.
Upon the whole, however, the success of onr rescarches
has outgone our anticipations ; and scattered frag-
ments have Dbeen redecmed, which are found, when

put together, of a value that well repays the labonr
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it has cost to gather them np. If not suflicient to fill
up, yet they narrow, the chasms which broke the
continuity of the holy Prelate’s lifc; they conneet
and illustrate many incidents of his public career ;
and the intervals of his several appearances amidst the
scenes of his eventful cra arc at least so far contracted,
that we cannot fail to recognise in him, as often as he
revisits us, the friend with whose mien and carriage
we are happily familiar.

In the biographical relation now presented to the
world, the public conduct of Leighton is discussed in
such detail, as may possibly be deemed an invasion
of the province of history. But I felt it incumbent on
me to treat this part of my subject with an almost his-
torical minuteness; because, after balancing friendly
against hostile representations, I became fully satis-
fied that those actions of his life, which might seem to
tarnish his fair fame, can be so regarded only when
misunderstood ; and will be found, if truly repre-
sented, to set the seal on his reputation for purity of
purpose and for religious devotedness.  In delineating
Leighton’s personal character, it has been my steadfast
aim to avoid the ensnaring fault of drawing a beau-
tiful portrait, and naming it after the subject of the
memoir, instead of copying with scrupulous exact-

ness his real form and features.  Accordingly, I
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have cndeavoured, as far as was practicable, to let
my readers see him act and hear him talk, and in
exccuting this purpose, I have found the letter
before adverted to incaleulably useful.  In many in-
stances the words reported for the Archbishop’s are
transcribed ; and where only his sentiment is given,
ccnscientious, and I trust successful, pains have
been taken to exhibit it pure and incorrupt.

After attempting a general account of his merits
as a writer, and ol the characteristics of his mind
and style, 1 thought it unadvisable to go to any
length in reviewing his several works. To enume-
rate their excellencies would have been endless
and candour did not seem to require their blemishes
to be pointed out, except in a solitary instance, inas
much as those blemishes are few and unimportant ;
surprisingly few and unimportant, when it is con-
sidered how wide a range of science and learning
his writings comprehend, and that none of them were
designed for publication.

It is greatly to be deplored that some of his pro-
ductions, which came into the hands of his ecarlier
editors, are since irrecoverably lost. 1 allude 'par-
ticularly to his discourses on that masterly summary
of christian doctrine and practice composed for the

Ephesians by St. Paul, on which {he powers of
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Leighton’s congenial mind could not fail of being
happily exerted. In an advertisement prefixed to
the first edition of the 2nd vol. of his Commentary
on Peter, published in London in 1694, Dr. Iall
says that these discourses arc in his possession, and
he holds out a prospect of their being hercafter
printed: and Mr. Wilson, in his preface to the edi-
tion of 1748, speaks of trying to rccover them.
Mention is also made by Dr. Doddridge, in his pre-
face to Wilson'’s edition, of a large collection of the
Archbishop’s Letters, communicated by Dr. Latham
of Derby, and by the Rev. Mr. William Arthur of
Newcastle, which were meant to be inserted in a
future and more extended life. DBut the hopes thus
raised have died away. Enough, however, remains
of this extraordinary man, to establish his title to
an illustrious place in the highest class of theologians,
as well as in the glorious company of saints. The
hours which the compiler of this memoir has spent in
contemplating its subject have not, he trusts, been
miscmployed, as relates to his own improvement :
nor will they have been wasted in respect to public
utility, if body, colour, and distinctness have been
added to the portrait of a christian, whose ideas of

the holiness which becomes our spiritual calling, far
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as they surpass all vulgar conceplions, were yet
realized, to the utmost that human weakness seems

capable of attaining, in his own habitual walk and
conversation.

Loxbox,
Q1st December, 1824.



THE LIFIE

or

ARCHBISHOY LEIGHTON.

THE name of Leighton occurs in some of the
oldest anmals of Scottish history. It belonged to a
respectable family, proprietary of the barony of Ulis-
haven, otherwise called Usan, which is a demesne
in Craig, a considerable fishing-village in the county
of Forfar. Of this name the spelling is very various,
as will commonly be the case with the patronymic of
a family, of which the scattered vestiges appear at
wide intervals in the wilderness of the unlettered
ages. It is spelt, Leichtoune, Lichtoun, Lyghton,
Lighton, and in several other fashions, which are
not respectively fixed to certain dates, but scem to
have obtained indiscriminately in the same eras.
One may remark, however, that the modern ortho-
graphy of the name is the same which presents
itself in registers of the greatest antiquity. In the
Rotuli Scotie, which bave lately been published
from the original records in the Tower, we read
that A. D. 1374, Jobn dc Leighton, clericus de

Scotid, obtained a safc conduct to Oxford, there to
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prosecute his studies. Whether this zealot of lite-
raturc was of the Usan race cannot now be certainly
determined.  To the ancestors of that family, however,
may be assigned the meed of sturdy warriors, on the
authority of @& quaint chronicle, which relates that

Schir Walter of Ogilvy, that gud knycht,
Stout and manful, bauld and wycht,

being sherifl' of Angus, was killed in 1392, at Gas-
klune or Glenbrerith near Blairgowrie in Perthshire,
by «a party of three hundred Highlanders.  Ogilvy,
with Sir Patrick Gray, Sir David Lindsay of Glenesk,
and about sixty men, encountered the enemy. Gray
and Lindsay were wounded ; and Sir Walter Ogilvy,
Walter Leighton of Ulishaven, his uterine brother,
and some of their friends, were killed.

Besides this testimony to the prowess of a Leigh-
ton in the days of feudal lawlessness, there is proof
that in the beginning of the fiftcenth century the
same family was inscribed in the lists of ecclesi-
astical dignity and political importance. Mention is
made by Kecith, in his catalogue of Scottish Bishops,
of one llenry Leighton, parson of Duflus, and chan-
tor of Moray, “legum doctor et baccalanrcus in de-
cretis,” a son of the ancient family of the Leightons
of Ulyshaven, who was conscerated Bishop of Mo-
ray in 1414, or 1415, and was translated about ten
years afterwards to the sce of Aberdeen.  He was
one of the commissioners sent to London to nego-
tiate the ransom of James L., with whom he returned
to Scotland ; where he is supposed to have died A. D.
1441.
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Although it may be received for a fact, that the
subject of owr memoir was descended from this ancient
and respectable family, yet it has been found im-
possible to trace all the steps of his pedigree.  The
family itsell had undoubtedly declined in wealth and
credit, before the birth of the individual who was
destined to reflect upon it a new and transcendent
lustre : for it is on record that, A. D. 1619, a part at
least of its original estates had been alicnated ; and in
1670, there is a grant under the great seal to Charles
Maitland of Halton of the barony of Ullishaven,
escheated to the king in consequence of John, carl of
Dundee, dying without male issue.

The father of Archbishop Leighton was Dr. Alex-
ander Leighton, a presbyterian clergyman of unhappy
celebrity. In the reign of Charles I., he was sen-
tenced by the Star-chamber, for a virulent attack upon
episcopacy in a book entitled “Zion’s Plea against
Prelacy,” to be whipt and pilloried, to have his ears
cropt, his nose slit, and his checks branded. This
barbarous punishment was rigorously inflicted; and
to it were superadded, during a long imprisonment,
such atrocious severities, as savoured more of vin-
dictive malignity than of judicial retribution.  No apo-
logy would be valid, or even decent, for crnelties
which were revolting alike to justice, to humanity, and
to religion. That the wretched sufferer, however, was
of a cross, untowardly disposition, may be conjectured
from his having brought himself under the lash of the
law, in the preceding reign, by stubbornly refusing to
abandon the irregular practice of medicine. There
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is a fact, moreover, not generally known, which may
account for the excessive rigour with which his sub-
sequent olfences were visited.  Not only was the
book for which he was so severely handled outrageously
scwrrilous and inflammatory in its contents, but there
were collateral circumstances attending its publica-
tion, that hetokened a mischievous purpose in the
writer.  In the first edition no name is given either
of printer or author; and instead of the date in the
usnal way, we find, “Printed the year and moncth
wherein Rochell was lost.”  The frontispicce exhibits
on one page a lamp burning, snpported by a book,
and guarded by two men with naked swords; which
hieroglyphic is explained by the legend :

Prevailing prelats strive to quench our liglit,
Except your sacred power quash their might.

On the other page is the representation of an antique
dilapidated tower.  Out of its ruins grows an elder-
bush, from the branches of which several bishops
are falling, onc of them holding in his hand a large
box. This device is interpreted by the motto :

The tottering prelats, with their trumpery, all

Shall moulder down, like elder from a wall.

The place of Archbishop Leighton’s birth has been
muoch disputed. It is commonly believed that he
was a native of London; on the strength I imagine
of Burnef’s assertion, that he was sent from thence
to be cducated in Scotland.  This, however, is in-
ferring {oo much @ for he may have been carried up,
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in his infancy, from Scotland to London, when his
father settled in that city. Craig also claims him
for her son: but this claim seems to rest solely
on the fact of his direct or collateral ancestors
having been considerable proprictors in that vil
lage; a foundation too weak to sustain the hypo-
thesis, which a virtuous solicitude to make out their
affinity with so eminent a person has induced the
inhabitants to raisc upon it. To my mind there are
unanswerable reasons for assigning that distinction to
Edinburgh. In the inscription on his tomb-stone,
Leighton is said to have died in his 74th year; and
deducting 73 from 1684, the undisputed year of his
decease, we shall have 1611 for the year of his
nativity. ‘The same amount is obtained by deduct-
ing 30, the number of his years when he took orders,
from 1641, which is the date of that transaction.
Now, his father was at that time professor of moral
philosophy in Edinburgh College*, aud did not go up
to London until two years afterwards{; and it is
certainly to be presumed, not a shadow of evidence
appearing to the contrary, that the son was born in
the place wherein the father was thenr residing. e
had one younger brother, of whom mention will be
made hereafter, and two sisters; one of whom was

* Of this professorship I meet with the following notice, in a work
entitled ¢ The Present State of Scolland,” T.ondon, 1738, It (the Col-
lege) was founded in 1580, by King James VI., upon a petition from {he
city for that end, to grant them a charter, with the privilege of au uni-
versity. But the foundation was not perfected till 1582, The persons
cstablished by the foundation were, a principal or piimare, four regents

or masters of philosophy, &e."—p. 62.
‘+ See Chalmers® Biograph. Dict.
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married to a Mr. Lightmaker, a gentleman of landed
property in Sussex ; and the other to a Mr. Rathband,
as appears [rom a single allusion in one of her brother’s
letters.

Of his carly years we have only a scanty though
a valuable notice. It appears from the unques-
tionable authority of his sister, that, from his ten-
derest age, his singular tcachableness and piety
endeared him greatly to his parents; who used to
speak with admiration of his extraordinary exemption
from childish fanlts and follies.

At college his behaviour was so uniformly excel-
lent as to attract the notice of his superiors; and
onc of them, in a letter to Dr. Leighton, congratu-
lates him on having a son, in whom Providence has
made him abundant compensation for his suflerings.
There is still in existence a humorous poem on
Dr. Aikenhead, Warden of the college, which Leigh-
ton wrote when an undergraduate. It evinces a
good-natared playfulness of fancy, but is not of a
merit that calls for publication.

After taking his degree, Leighton passed several
years in travelling, and in the studies proper to
qualily him for future uscfulness. It was his opi-
nion, that great advantages are to be reaped from a
residence in foreign parts; inasmuch as a large
acquaintance with the sentiments of strangers, and
with the civil and religious institutions, the manners
and  nsages  of other countrics, conduces to un-
fetter the mind of indigenous prejudices, to abate
the self-sulliciency of partial knowledge, and to pro-
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duce a sober and charitable estimate of opinions
that differ from our own. Many years afterwards,
he recommended a similar coursc to his nephew,
alleging, that “ there is a very peculiar advantage
in travel, not to be understood but by the trial of
it; and that for himself he nowise repented the time
he had spent in that way.”

During bis stay abroad, Leighton was often at
Douay, where some of his relations had settled.
In this seminary he appears to have met with some
religionists, whose lives were framed on the strictest
model of primitive piety. Though keenly alive to
the faults of popery, he did not consider the Romish
church to be utterly antichristian; but thought he
discerned in it beautiful fragments of the original
temple, however disfigured with barbarous addi-
tions, and almost hid beneath the rampant growth of
a baneful superstition. Having learnt from these
better portions of that corrupt establishment, that
its constitutions were not altogether dross, he went
on to discover that the frame of his own church was
not entirely gold : nor did it escape bim, that in the
sweeping extermination, so clamorously demanded in
Scotland, of all those offices of devotion which sym-
bolized with the Roman Catholic services, some of
the noblest formularies and most nseful institutes of
the primitive church would perish. It was probably
from this time that his veneration for the presbyterian
platform began to abate.

He was thirty years old before he took holy
orders; and in deferring to so ripe an age his en-
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trance on the minstry, as well as in retiving so early
as he did from its more laborious province, he acted
agrecably to his avowed opinion, that ¢ some men
preach too soon, and some too long.” His judgment
ol what is most reverent towards God corresponded
with those canons of the Levitical economy, which
preseribe o matare age for engaging in the more
arduous department of the sacerdotal office, and
orant an  honourable superannuation at that period
of life, when the strength of mind and body com-
monly hegins {o decay. It was on the sixtcenth
day of Dceember, A. D. 1641, that Leighton was
ordained and admitted minister of Newbottle, in
Midlothian, a parish in the presbytery of Dalkeith.
No pains have been spared to retrieve traditional remi-
niscences of the manner in which this exemplary pastor
discharged the duties of an oftice which he was so
religionsly fearful of undertaking. Dot rescarch has
been fruitless.  No traces remain of his parochial
ministrations, which doubtiess fill an ample page in
that bool: of Divine remembrance, from which no work
ol faith, no labour of love, 1s ever obliterated.

Ol the general tenor, however, of his life and
ministerial occupations, we have a few invaluable
notices in Burnet’s Hhstory of his own Time. En-
grossed with the care of his parish, he seldom mixed in
the convocations of the presbyters, to whom indeed
he was obnoxious, because he condemned their prac-
tice of descanting on the Covenant from the pulpit,
and their stern determination to force that hitter morsel
on conscientious objectors. Tt was his aim to win
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converts to Jesus Christ, not proselyles to a party.
And exemplary indeed must lic have heen, if that
picture of a finished evangelist, which his intimate
friend has produced in the beautiful Discourse of
the Pastoral Care, was faithfully copied from the
lively pattern exhibited by Leighton. Yet the blame-
less sanctity of his manncrs, his professional excel-
lence, and his studious inoffensiveness, were not
enongh to content the zcalots of his church. In
a synod he was publicly reprimanded for not “ preach-
ing up the times.” “ Who,” he asked, “ does
preach up the times?” It was answered that all
the brethren did it. ““Then,” he rcjoined, “if all
of you preach up the times, you may surely allow
one poor brother to preach up Christ Jesus and
eternity.”

Although Leighton was averse both by temper
and principle from meddling with politics, yet therc
were certain conjunctures of perplexity and peril,
in which he thought himself bound to set an cx-
ample to his flock of intrepid loyalty. In the year
1648, he acceded to the Engagement for the King ;
a step which would have involved him in serious
trouble with the republican government, but for the
interposition of the Earl of Lothian, and the charm of
his personal character. When the Engagement ex-
pired in the discomfiturec of thosc enterprises to
which it had given birth, he was placed in a very
delicate predicament ; in which, however, his beba-
viour was creditable not less to his political discretion,

than to his Christian boldness and integrity. Called
Vor. I, b
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upont in his official eapacity to admonish some of his
parishioners,—from whom there was a public profession
of repentance for their concern in that very Engage-
ment to which he had himself subscribed,—he directed
their consciences to the many offences against mo-
rality and religion which they had committed in the
course of their military service ; and of these, without
touching on the grounds of the expedition and the
merits of their cause, he solemnly charged them to
repent.

About this time, we find him in correspondence
with several of the episcopal clergy, and especially
with Bishop Burnet’s father. His mind seems to
have Dbeen led, by observing the faults under
which the presbyterian discipline labours, to an
attentive examination of the episcopal form, notwith-
standing the antipathy to it which had been instilled
into him with his mother’s milk, and which must have
been augmented by a pious resentment of his father’s
sufferings.  Although Leighton never considered any
particular mode of ceclesiastical polity a point of sufli-
cient moment to justify schism, yet it is clear that
from this time he regarded the episcopal model as
adapted beyond any other to the edification of the
church wniversal.  Assuredly it was no prospect of
secular preferment that helped him to shake ofl” the
prepossessions  of his carly years, for his worldly
interest pointed another way.  Besides, conversions
to which unrightcous motives have conduced are
usually  characterized by extraordinary  bitterness
against the deserted party ; whereas Leighton, afler
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becoming a moderate episcopalian, breathed nothing
towards his former associates but good-will and kind-
ness. He wholly sequestered himself, indeed, from
their legislative conclaves, and at length relinquished
his cure. But he took this last step, not from any
scruple about continuing to officiate in a church of
Calvinistic construction, but from hearty repugnance
to that system of spiritual despotism, which had been
linked by violent and ambitious men with the pres-
byterian cause.

It must have been in the latter part of his resi-
dence at Newbottle that a calamity befel him, which
gave occasion to a striking manifestation of his indif,
{erence to money, of his large-heartedness and piety,
At his father’s death, he came into possession of
about a thousand pounds, which constituted his whole
property. 'This sum he placed, or allowed to remain,
in the hands of a merchant without adequate security,
notwithstanding the remonstrances of Mr. Lightmaker,
his brother-in-law, who urged him to come up to Lon-
don and invest it more safely. Leighton’s reply to this
good counsel is highly characteristic :—

Sir, .
I thank you for your letter. That you give me no-

tice of I desire to consider as becomes a Christian, and to
prepare to wait for my own removal. What business follows
upon my father's may be well enough done without me, as I
have writ morc at large to Mr. E——, and desired him to
show you the letter when you meet.  Any pittance belonging
to me may possibly be useful and ncedful for my subsistence ;

but truly, if something else draw me not, I shall never bestow
b2
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so long a journey on that T account so mean a business. Re-
member niy love to my sister your wife, and to my brother and
sister Rathband, as you have opportunity. T am glad to hear
of the welfare of you all, and above all things wish for mysclf
and you all our daily inercase in likeness to Jesus Christ, and
growing heavenwards, where he is who is our treasure. To
his grace 1 recommend you.

Sir,

Your affectionate brother,

December 31, 1649. R. LeicnuroxN.

Before long the event auticipated by M. Light-
maker took place.  The merchant failed, and Leighton’s
patrimony was irretrievably lost.  How he took this
misfortune may be gathered from the following letter
to his brother-in-law :—

Sin,

Your kind advice I cannot but thank you for, but T am
not casily taught that lesson. I confess it is the wiser way to
trust nobody 5 but there is so nmch of the fool in my nature as
carries me rather to the other extreme, to trust every body.
Yet T will endeavour to take the hest courses I can in that
little business you write of. Tt is truc there is a lawful, yea a
needful, diligence in such things: but, alas! how poor are
they to the portion of believers, where our treasure is.

That little that was in Mr. I5.’s hands hath failed me; but
I shall cither have no need of it, or be supplied some other
way. And this is the relief of my rolling thoughts, that while
I am writing this, this moment is passing away, and all the
hazards of want and sickness shall be at an end. My mother
writes to mie, and presses my coming up. I know not yet if
that can be; but Lintend, God willing, so soon as I can con-
veniently, if I come not, to take some course that things be
done as if 1 were there. T hope you will have patience in the
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mean time.  Remember my love to my sisters. The Lord be
with you, and lead you in his ways.

Your loving Brother,
Newbottle, R. Letcurox.

TFeb. 4th, 1650.

Being in England some time afterwards, his recent
loss was tonched upon by Mr. Lightmaker, who re-
gretted that he had so sadly misplaced his confidence.
“ Oh! no more of that,” cried Leighton ; “ the good
man has escaped from the care and vexation of that
business.” “ What, is that all you make of the
matter”” rejoined his brother-in-law with surprise.
“Truly,” answered the other, “if the Duke of New-
castle, after losing ninetecn times as much of yearly
income, can dance and sing, while the solid hopes of
Christianity will not avail to support us, we had better
be as the world.”

Somewhere about this time,—~—for the date cannot
be assigued with certainty,—an event occurred which
drew forth a proof of his admirable self-posscssion
in the sudden prospect of death. He had taken the
water at the Savoy stairs, in company with his brother
Sir Ellis, the knight’s lady, and some others, and was
on his way to Lambeth, when, owing to some misma-
nagement, the boat was in imminent danger of sinking.
While the rest of the party were pale with terror, and
most of them crying out, Leighton never for a moment
lost his accustomed serenity. To some, who afterwards
expressed their astonishment at his calmness, he
replied :—“ Why, what harm would it have been, if
we had all been safc landed on the other side?” In
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the habit of dying daily, and of daily conversing with
the world of spirits, he could never he surprised or
disconcerted by a summons to depart out of the
body.

Another anccdote of him, which bears witness to
his devout equanimity on perilous occasions, belongs
to this period of his history.  During the civil wars,
when the royalist army was lying in Scotland, Leigh-
ton was anxious to visit his brother who bore arms
in the King’s service, before an engagement, which
was daily expected, should take place.  On his
way to the camp he was benighted in the midst of a
vast thicket; and, having deviated from the path, he
sought in vain for an outlet.  Almost spent with
fatigue and hunger, he began to think his situation
desperate, and dismounting, spread his cloak upon
the ground, and knelt down to pray.  With im-
plicit devotion he resigned his soul to God ; entreat-
ing, however, that if it were not the divine plea-
sure for him then to conclude his days, some way
of deliverance might be opened.  Then remounting
his horse, he threw the reins upon its neck ; and the
animal left to iself, or rather to the conduct of Al-
mighty Providence, made straight into the high road,
threading all the mazes of the wood with wnerring
certainty.

In the year 1652, after cleven years of close resi-
dence on his eure, Leighton tendered his resignation
to the preshytery. At first it was declined, but in
the year lbllowing they were induced {o accept it ; and
on February 3, 1653, his ministerial connexion with
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Newbottle was dissolved.  Shortly after this affair,
he was chosen Primar or Principal of the University
of Edinburgh, a situation which he was the rather pre-
vailed upon to accept, because it was totally uncon-
nccted with the church as a body politic. It was
hardly possible that at such a period of civil dissen-
ston his election should be unanimous ; but, although
it was not cordially approved by all parties, such
was the homage paid to his superlative merit, that it
encountered no direct opposition. It appears that,
upon the death of Principal Adamson, in 1652, M.
William Colville, at that time minister of the English
church at Utrecht, was elected. But in consequence
of “ some obstructions,” (as the phrasc runs in the
Council Register of Edinburgh,) the naturc of which
is not explained, the clection was set aside on the
17th of January, 1653, one ycar’s stipend being al-
lowed to the deposcd warden, to compensate his trouble
and expense in coming over from Holland. As this
gentleman was known for his monarchical principles,
it is probable that the obstructions hinted at procecded
from Oliver Cromwell; for it is certain that, about
this time, the principals of King’s College, Aberdeen,
of Glasgow, and of St. Andrew’s, paid the forfeit of
their stubborn loyalty with their “academical places.
The very same day on which the oflice was declared
vacant, Leighton was chosen to it. The ministers of
the city, who were partial to Colville, a man of real
worth and talent, assisted at the eclection of his suc-
cessor in obedience to the charter, but refused to con-
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cur in it; at the same time expressing a wish that
their attendance could hiave been dispenscd with, since
ihey were ““ content with the man, though not clear in
the manuer of the call*.”

In this situation he was cminently useful.  One
of his carliest measures was to revive the obsolete
practice of delivering, once in the week, a Latin lec-
turc on some theological subject.  These prelections,
which are fortunately preserved, attracted such
general admiration, that the public hall i which he
pronounced them used to be thronged with auditors,
who were enchanted with the purity of his siyle
and his anbmated delivery.  To the students under
his carc he was indefatigably attentive, instructing
them singly as well as collectively ; and to many
youths of capacity and distinction his wise and aflec
tionate exhortations were lastingly beneficial.

Of his proceedings, wlile he held this academical
post, some particulars are extant, which bespeak him
gified with talents for active business.  Two years after
his appointment, he was deputed by the Provost and
Council, to apply to the Protector in London for an
angmentation of the revenues of the College. A minute
of the Town Council Register indicates that his mission
was successful.

The year following, he called the attention of the
magistrates to a report of some suspicious houses
having Dbeen detected in the neighbourhood of the

* See Bowers Ilist. of the Univ. of Edin., vol. i. pp. 261,
263, &c.
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college ; and cffectual measures were set on foot, at his
instigation, for extirpating the nuisance.

Neither was he regardless of those subordinate
establishments, to which, as they were not compre-
hended within the immediate circle of his daties, a
Principal of austerer dignity, or of inferior zeal, might
not have condescended.  Observing that the colle-
gians made little way in the higher branches of science
and literature, he scarched into the cause of their
deficiency, and quickly found it in the want of a sound
rudimental education. In order to remedy this evil he
proposed that grammar schools should be founded
n the several presbyteries, and suitably endowed;
and he advised that Cromwell should be solicited to
assign the funds requisite for this purposc, “out of
the conccaled revenues of the Kirk rents.” He
further recommended that some clementary grammar,
part English and part Latin, should be compiled for
the use of thesc seminaries; and in order to tuke
immediate advantage of the Protector’s bounty, should
he graciously accede to their petition, he moved that
instructions be issued forthwith to magistrates, mi-
nisters, and masters of familics, enjoining them to
set about obtaining a “Locality” for the proposed
establishments.

In the same year he offered to preach in the col-
lege hall to the scholars, once on the sabbath of every
third or fourth week, taking turns with the professors ;
an offer which appears to have been accepted by the
Town Council.

Bound up wilh the hook cntitled Naphtali, is a
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letter from James Mitchell, the stern fanatic who
suffered for his attempt on the life of Archbishop
Sharp.  In this letter he vindicates himsell for the
part he took in the Pentland insurrcction, on the
oround of his having been required, at college, to
subscribe the National Covenant and the Solemn
Leaguce and Covenant, which were tendered to him
along with the other candidates for Lauareation, A. D.
1656, by the Principal Leighton*. There scems no
reason to question the veracity of this statement. It
was quite consistent with Leighton’s principles to
submit to existing authoritics; and to consider this
or the other form of government, whether in church
or state, a point of vastly inferior importance to con-
cord and quietness.  Against the matter of the
covenants he scems not to have entertained, at that
time, any strong objection ; but only to their being
made engines of tyrannizing over men’s consciences
and oppressing their persons.  Assnredly he would
not have originated the order for withholding degrees
from the Scholars till they professed their allegiance
to the dominant system.  Still it would argue a keen
censorionsness, to blame him for proposing to the
students, in his oflictal capacity, a test of their attach-
ment fo the existing order of things ; it being certain,
morcover, that the majority wonld aceept 1t cordially,
and the pain of declining it being only the suspension
of an academical degree.

Leighton retained the sitnation of principal in the

* See Napltali, 1761, p. 373 ; and Wodrow MSS.
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University of Edinburgh till the year 1662, when a
very unexpected call obliged him to resignit; and
his successor was the same Mr. Colville, into whose
chair he had been preferred, when that gentleman’s
election was superseded by Cromwell, as related
above.

'The course of our history has brought us to an
cpoch, which may be reckoned the most important
of Leighton’s life ;—the epoch of his inauguration
to the episcopal oflice in Scotland. It was not to be
expected, that the son of a noted confessor in the
causc of ccclesiastical parity would be allowed to
transfer his allegiance to prelacy without incur-
ring censures of the sharpest edge. In the spring-
tide of civil and religious bigotry, such a deed was
sure to undergo the most unfavourable construction ;
for even in the present day, when every grudge has
died away between the two national churches, there
arc few Scottish writers but regard this transaction as
a sable spot on the character of Leighton, which
it were an cextravagant charity to impute solely to a
misleading judgment. DBeing myself satisfied, after
attentive examination, both of the soundness of his
judgment and of his probity on this occasion, I shall
hope to be excused, if 1 attempt to set his conduct in
its true light, by prefacing the particulars of his cleva-
tion to the bench, with a succinct account of the religious
condition of Scotland at that period.

Charles the Second, when first he recovered the
throne of his fathers, was welcomed with cvery
demonstration of delight.  To the eyes of an excited
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multitude his return was that of a tutelary deity,
whose exil had shed a blight upon their wealth
and  bappiness, and with whose presence their civil
and religious prosperity was identified.  Through-
out the country this event was celebrated with
infenperate  festivities.  The whole nation was in
a frenzy of joy; and scemed anxious to indemnify
itself for the restraints which puritanical austerity
had imposed, by giving the loose rein to indul-
gences that were but too congenial with the young
King’s disposition, and that fostered in lim those
licentions habits which have consigned his reign to
the most ignominious page of English history. [t
is remarkable that Scotland shared largely, as Kirk-
ton pathetically owns, in the popular intoxication.
A covenanted prince established on the throne of
the British Islands was a sight to unhinge the habitual
sobricty of the rigid presbyterians; and the few
who escaped the extensive contagion sought loncly
places and wept, declaring that this “mirth ran in
too camal a strain,” fo betoken any good to the
causc in which it originated.

The state of the English church at this juncture is
so generally known, that to describe it would be
superfluous. By the iron hand of Cromwell epis-
copacy had been displaced to make way for the
congregational  discipline, which was  brought in
over the heads ol the outwitted and indignant
preshytevians.  But the  temper of  the English
nation was ill-suited to  this  ccclestastical consti-
fution, which was generally borne with impatience,
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and melted away, like a suow-wreath, the instant it
felt the touch of reviving monarchy. Little time
was lost in removing the intrusive ministers from the
benefices, colleges, and other preferments, of which
they had possessed themselves ; nor did any mate-
rial disturbance result from the discontent of the
ejected party. In -the facility with which the re-
establishment of episcopacy was effected there was
nothing to surprise a considerate observer. The
Cranmers, the Ridleys, the Latimers, the Hoopers,
the Jewels, these mitred confessors and martyrs, who
had borne the brunt of that dreadful contest in which
this nation burst the chains of a debasing supersti-
tion, were canonized in cvery English bosom :
whereas, of the advantages peculiar to the presby-
terian cconomy the cxperience had been short and
unsatisfactory. Hence no movement could be casier
in England than a rccurrence to the episcopal con-
stitution.

But far other were the predilections of our
northern brethren. However just the claim of cpis-
copacy may be to the filial reverence of the Church
of Scotland, it is nevertheless notorious that, at the
dawn of the Reformation, the dignitaries of that church
opposed the strong current of popular feeling and opi-
nion ; and by crueltics not less impolitic than wicked
exasperated to the utmost a nation always sternly
tenacious of its sentiments, and of its vesentments of
real or supposed injuries. 'The reformation of Scot-
land originated with tcachers of the Lutheran per-
snasion, by whom ncither a liturgical service, nor a
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araduated scale of ecclesiastical authoritics, was ac-
counted a popish abomination.  But some of Calvin’s
disciples, to whom it fell to complete the cxcellent
work, not content with introducing their master’s doc-
{rinal code, as the only true interprctation of the gos-
pel, coupled with it his plan of church polity, as
hardly inferior in sanctity and mmportance to his theo-
logical system itself. None but a novice in human
nature will be indignant at the ecarly reformers,
for carrying to an unduc extent their abhorrence of
whatever scemed to savour of popery.  Yet assuredly
that abhorrence was excessive.  Those especially of
thc Genevese church appear to have estimated their
proximity to the faullless institutes of Jesus Christ
and his apostles, by their remoteness from whaiever
obtained in Rome, whether of doctrine or discipline ;
and this sentiment, not feeble in its influence on
the minds of the educated teachers, became fierce, out-
rageous, and uniractable throngh its union with animal
passions, when transfused into the breasts of the un-
civilized multitude.

'To Kuox, and to his fellow-helpers in cleansing  the
Scottish {emple, the homage of reformed Christendom
is due.  Chicftains were they among heroes,

Giants of mighty bone and bold emprise,

who achicved what men of the plebeian standard
would not have dared cven to contemplate; and
whose suceesses in a warfare  of extraordinary  difli-
culty hawve raised an imperishable monument to their
rare cndowinents, their sleepless zeal, their intrepid
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boldness, their uncompromising honesty, their sublime
devotion.  Yet it cannot be disguised, that nothing
graceful appears in their robust and sinewy propor-
tions. They were rough artificers, and they worked
with rough tools; preferring a rapid exccution of their
projects by main force to the tardier results of address
and dexterity.  Much might be urged to extenuate,
and cven to justify, the violence of their proceedings.
It is not, however, my present business to calculate
the merits, or to palliate the errors, of the great
Scotch reformers ; a task which has been ably exe-
cuted by Dr. M‘Crie, in his interesting Lifc of John
Knox. But I have thought it expedient just to glance
at the subject, in order that the reader, when carried
into scenes in which the jealous attachment of Scotch-
men to presbyterianism breaks out, may have his
mind constantly awake to the fact, that it was under
the presbyterian banncr that protestantism triumphed
in their land. To this it was owing that, in vulgar
estimation, the pure faith of the gospel was so incor-
porated with the calvinistic form of church-govern-
ment, as to be unable to survive a separation. A
shrine, framed exactly on that pattern, was dcemed
indispensable for obtaining the inhabitation of the
Deity. Accordingly, when James 1. endeavoured, to-
wards the close of the sixteenth century, to imposc on
Scotland a dilute and modified episcopacy, his enter-
prise, though conducted as stealthily as possible and
with characteristic craft, was met by a resistance under
which it soon expired. With the disastrous attempts
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of his son to assimilate the Kirk to its sister Church,
by reviving prelacy and introducing a liturgy, cvery
reader of English history is familiar. It were to be
wished that the second Charles had learnt, from these
miscarriages, the [atal folly of violently meddling with
national prejudices, and ol making such headlong in-
roads into the sanctuary of the conscience, as men of
honour and principle will resist at every hazard. So
it was, however, that onc of the carliest measures of
his flagitious reign, was an attempt to force back on his
good people of Scotland that ccclesiastical discipline,
which they had so recently and loathingly repudiated.

'T'o this attempt, which would have beeu imprudent
in any monarch, and in Charles was utterly base and
unprincipled, we may notice some strong inducements.
Foremost among these may be placed the strong dis-
like which that prince had conceived to the cove-
nanters. Ile hadindeed been sharply schooled by them
when struggling for the throne ; and he was perfectly
aware that, in promoting his restoration, they had not
been actuated by attachment to lis person, but solely
by the hope that & monarch who should owe to their
sword the recovery of his crown would prove a pillar
of the Kirk, a corner-stone of the presbyterian temple.
Charles, however, whose memory had a rare facility
of shaking ofl' claims upon his gratitnde, forgot the
services of the party which had lavished its blood in his
behalf, bat remembered the hnniliations by which those
services had been purchased.  Nor can it be doubted
that he designed in this enterprise to lay the hasis of a
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tyrannical throne ;—an hereditary propensity, which was
doubtless augmented by the tremendous blow that had
recently alighted on his family from the popular arm of
the British constitation, and to which a new edge may
have been given by the display he had witnessed in the
French court of the manifold attractions of an irre-
sponsible despotism.  He conceived, moreover, that
through episcopacy a door might be opened, in process
of time, for the admission of popery, which system o
religion he adopted, apparently on no better ground
than its singular aptitude for promoting his arbitrary
designs. Nor were mercenary intriguers wanting, to
urge him forward by depicting Scotland with her arms
already open to embrace an hicrarchical establishment ;
and when these representations were enforced by his
ablest ministers, he could no longer resist so strong a
combination of incentives to an experiment, the success
of which would infinitely gratify his corrupt ambition.
For achieving this project, it was obviously cx-
pedient to set about it before presbyterianism had
recovered from the shock it had received during
Cromwell’s usurpation, and while the nation was still
glowing with bridal enthusiasm at the union with its
desired sovereign. Whether it would have been prac-
ticable, as some have imagined, by taking advantage
of the jealousy which the Presbyterians harboured of
the Independents, to insinnate by furtive gradations
a moderate form of episcopacy, it is not our present
business to debate. But had the scheme been ever so

wise and excellent, it could hardly have been brought
Vor. L. ¢
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to a forfunafe issue by the agents to whose conduct
it was intrusted. To have given it any fair chance
of success, there should have heen employed upon it
men of experience, abilities and virtue; men equally
wary and resolate, delicate in managing national pre-
judices, and strong to arrest, or skilful to turn, the
stream of cpidemical passions; men of popular talent
and conciliatory address, and whose moral and religious
character would stamp some credit on proceedings,
which, how fairly socver adorned, must still carry an
ungracions aspect.

Bu, instead of such a choice being made, the royal
commission was given to Middleton, a man of base
origin and baser manners, obstinate, choleric, liceu-
tious, and cruel.  IHis coadjutor was Dr. James Sharp,
whose memory is still execrated by the Presbyterian
church, and whose virtues were not sufficiently impo-
sing, even in the eyes of his own party, for his tragical
cend {o sccure him the reputalion of a martyr. By his
encmics he is branded with every atrocious epithet
which malevolence can coin or utter; his political
offences are aggravated; his personal character is
blackened. That religious bigotry has mangled his corse
will be clear to any one who shall cally separate au-
thentic facts from bascless and improbable allegations.
The readers of Wodrow and Kirkton ought to receive
their charges against Sharp with no common jealousy,
as those historians themselves are [ar from weighing
i in an even balance.  Bishop Burnet, whose deli-
neations are occasionally tinctured with private dislikes,
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has left a very ill-favoured portrait of his moral charac-
ter, describing him as quite devoid of serious religion, an
artful sycophant whose integrity readily truckled to his
worldly interests.  On the other hand, some favourable
representations of him have appearcd. It has been
averred, that he is cruelly traduced in the heavy charge
of having betrayed his trust, since he had ceased, be-
fore he was made a bishop, to hold any commission
from the presbyterian body, and was agent at that time
for only one part of the ministers, with whom he had a
perfect understanding.  Of his bountifulness also such
proofs have bcen adduced as it would be uncandid to
disallow. The truth probably is, that Sharp was
honest, so long as his honesty was unassailed by con-
siderable temptations ; but he was not proof against the
fascination of a mitre. Having neither firmness of
principle, nor tenderness of conscience, nor delicacy of
honour, he might casily persuade himself that, since no
opposition on his part could check the refluent tide of
episcopacy, to rise with it to thc summit of wealth and
dignity would be no illaudable wisdom. TIor the great
affairs intrusted to him by the English government he
wanted compass of mind and amenity of temper; and
he was still more disqualified for conducting them suc-
cessfully, by the utter disrepute into which he had fallen
with his countrymen. But he was an industrious man,
of some versatility of talent and dexterity in business ;
and these useful qualities, combined with those prime
requisites for currying favour with an unprincipled
court,a supple conscicnce, a patient obscquiousness,

c2
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and a wheedling tongue, attracted the royal notice,
and merited for him the primacy of Scotland.

Matters being thus far advanced towards restoring
the episcopal regimen, the next business was to find
persons qualified for its highest stations.  Sydserf,
formerly Bishop of Galloway, was the only survivor of
that order of dignitarics in Scotland.  He was now
appointed to Orkuey, the least laborious sce, and there-
fore the best adapted to a man almost past his work,
but who could not, withont a slur on his character,
be omitted in the roll of new hishops.  After Sharp
bhad secared the primacy by worming himself into the
good graces of Lord Clarendon, the appointments to
the inferior sces were given very much into his hands.
We have Burnet’s assertion, and it is corrohorated by
authenticated facts, that his choice was generally very
bad.  Yet in company with the names of Ifairfowl,
Hamilton, and Alexander Burnet, we find the venerable
name of Robert Leighton :—

quale per artem
Inclusum buxo, aut Oricii terebintho,
Lucet ebar.

The credit, however, of this nomination is denied to
Sharp ; and it does scem impossible that he should
have approved it, unless he were ignorant, which he
hardly conld be, of Leighton’s character.

The following are the circumstances which led to the
exaltation of this extraordinary man to a sphere of
stormy greatness, wherein his apostolic virtues gilded
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the gloom, which it exceeded ceven their influenee to
dispel.

During the academical vacations, Leighton was i
the habit of making excursions into England, or across
the seas, partly for the benefit of his health, and partly
with a view of gaining a clear insight into the state
of religious partics and opinions. He was passing
homeward through London, after a visit to Bath,
when he was first mentioned to the King as a desir-
able person to include among the new bishops. The
recommendation came {rom Lord Aubigny, a noble-
man highin favour at court, as well on account of his
Leing a papist and privy to Charles’s apostasy, as
because his libertine principles were congenial with
those of his graceless sovercign. With this powerful
courtier Sir Ellis Leighton, secretary to the Duke of
York, was on terms of intimacy ; and having himself
turned papist for mercenary purposes, he now desired,
from no higher motives, the advancement of his brother
to episcopal dignity. He was a man of talent, spe-
cious and aspiring ; and he pretended to a piety which
his dissolute life belied.  Imagining that a mitre in his
family would augment his personal consequence, and
thus conduce to his further aggrandizement, he was at
pains to possess the mind of Lord Aubigny with a high
conceit of the advantages that would result from ap-
pointing a man like Robert Leighton to nurse the
critical infancy of the episcopal church.  Charles, who
never wanted acuteness, was not hard to be persvaded,
that, in order to soothe the covenanters and aceredit the
meditated innovation, it would be highly politic to
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invest with the lawn a divine of such acknowledged
merit, so accomplished in learning, and so beloved for
his mild and saintly virtues. This would indeed he
to introduce prelacy in a garb the most amiable and
specious.  Believing also, as deeply depraved minds
believe to their own curse, that every man’s conscience
accommodates itself to his interests, he never doubted
but that Leighton might be wrought upon by his
brother to acquicsce in episcopacy being made a stalk-
inghorse to cover the approaches of popery.

On this he probably counted with the greater assur-
ance, in consequence of a current report that Leighton
was not unfriendly to some parts of the pontifical con-
stitutions ; a report which secems to have taken its risc
from his paying occasional visits to the college at
Douay, and to have been countenanced by his celibacy,
his ascetic habit, and an admiration for somc of the
disciples of Jausenius, which he was too highminded
and ingenuous to dissemble. It was indeed more than
insinuated, that_lic was too liberally affected towards
the catholics for a staunch and thorough protestant;
and the commeadations lie bestowed in his public lec-
tures on the works of Thomas a Kempis did not
cscape severe animadversions.  To attempt a serious
conflutation of this slander would be to grapple with a
shadow.  Leighton’s writings abound with bricf but
decisive refutations of those Roman Catholic tencts,
which it was the essence of the Relormation to abjure ;
aud their whole spirit and tenor are diametrically op-
posite to the self-rightcous formalities and unscriptural
tmpositions, which are interwoven with the very sub-
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stance of that adulterous system. So long as the cur-
rent of passion bore down, with undistinguishing fury,
upon whatever was suspected, whether in doctrine or
practice, of being allicd to papistry, it was worthy of
his benignant and liberal spirit to do what he could
towards dispelling prejudices, by which the mind was
prevented from seeing clearly to weed out the faults,
without sacrificing the excellencics, of the Catholic
ritual.  But when he saw that a contrary and more
dangerous current had set in from the English cowrt, and
that nothing less was designed than to restore to the
Vatican its ascendency, he exposed the deformity of the
church of Rome in such unsparing terms, as nothing
but a deep apprehension of the impending cvil could
have extorted [rom a man of his forbearance and charity.

Leighton was very averse from his own promotion ;
and in his nephew’s account I find him stating, that his
reluctance to acquiesce in it was overcome only by a
peremptory order of the Court, requiring him to accept
it, unless he thought in his conscicnee that the episcopal
oflice was unlawful. Unable to screcen himsell behind
this opinion, he complied at length with the royal
instances, that he might not be chargcable with contu-
macy towards the King, nor incur the heavier guilt of
recoiling from a service, to which a far greater Poten-
tate seemed to call him.

Perhaps this transaction, which has heen thought to
cast a shade on his constancy and disinteresicdness,
may appear to the candid and intelligent rcasoncr,
when it is thoroughly sifted, to exhibit those qualities
with singular lustre. Taking in the whole system of
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his life before and after his consecration, we sce him
an example of modesty, gravity, and habitual recollec-
tedness of spirit; a despiser of riches, and honours, and
sclfish indulgences ; an exile in heart from this world
of sensible objects ; one whose prime delight it was to
dwell in solitary converse with his God, and with the
things that arc invisible and eternal. To suppose thata
man of this temper and these habits was carried out of
himself by such a flush of ambition and vanity, as pre-
cluded any duc consideration of the manner in which his
credit, his conscience, and his happiness would be
affected by his elevation, is to suppose a phenomenon
that could not he made credible without evidence
which in this case is totally wanting. Covetousness
could never be laid to his charge without o contempt of
historical testimony too indecent for his keenest enemies
to venture on.  'When, morcover, the soundness of his
understanding, and the rigowr with which he used to
canvass his own conduct and motives, are taken into
the account, some presumption that he acted rightly
under all the circumstances of the case, in taking this
perilous step, must be admitted to arise from his never
repenting of it ; neither when he was laboriously sowing
in tears, nor when, at the sad conclusion of his episcopal
labours, he reaped a plentiful havvest of obloquy, dis-
appointment, and sorrow.  Not long after his advance-
ment, when some of his former friends wpbraided him
with his dereliction of his father’s principles, confume-
liously terming it apostasy, he calmly answered ibat
no man was bonnd to be of his father’s opinions ; and
whenever he was challenged to vindicate the obnoxious
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step he had taken, he manifested a frankness and
good bumour which could not have cohabited with an
offended conscience.

What then remains but to believe that this trans-
action was in strict accordance with his magnanimous
character ; that it was an act of self-immolafion on the
altar of christian love; a deliberate surrender of his
constant inclinations, and of present ease and quict,
to the exigencies of the Church, for whose sake he
accounted no affliction too severe, no service too la-
borious, no sacrifice too costly? Iortunately there
is a letter preserved, written at the time he was
in suspense about accepting a bishopric, in which
he discloses with touching ingenuity and pathos the
workings of his holy soul. I here insert it as a
document of great interest, throwing light on this
part of our history, and beautifully illustrating the
conflict of his mind, before it was subdued to this
great effort of duty.

The letter 1s to the Rev. Mr. James Aird, Minister
at Torry.

My DEAR FRIEXND,

I have received from you the kindest letter that ever you
writ me; and that you may know I take it so, I return you
the free and friendly advice, never to judge any man before
you hear him, nor any business by one side of it. Were you
here to see the other, I am confident your thoughts and mine
would be the same.  You have both too much knowledge of
me, and too much charity to think, that either such litile con-
temptible scraps of honour or riches sought in that part of the
world, with so much reproach, or any human complacency in
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the world, will be admitted to decide so grave a question, or
that T would sell (to speak no higher) the very sensual pleasure
of my retirement {or a rattle, far less deliberately do any thing
that I judge offends God.  Tor the offence of good people in
cases indiflerent in themselves, but not accounted so by them,
whatsoever you do or do not, you shall offend some good
people on the one side or other: and for those with you, the
areat fallacy in this business is, that they have misreckoned
themselves in taking my silence and their zcals to have been
consent and participation ; which, how great a mistake it is,
few know better or so well as yourself, And the truthis, I
did sce approaching an inevitable necessity to strain with them
in divers practices, in what station soever remaining in Britain ;
and to have cscaped further off (which hath been in my
thoughts) would hiave been the greatest scandal of all.  And
what will you say if there be in this thing somewhat of that
you mention, and would allow of reconciling the devout on
different sides, and of enlarging those good souls you mecet
with from their little fetters, though possibly with little suc-
cess?  Yet the design is commendable, pardonable at least.
However, one comfort I have, that in what is pressed on me
there is the least of my own choice, yea, ou the contrary, the
strongest aversion that ever I had to any thing in all my life:
the difficulty in short lies in a necessity of cither owning a
scruple which I have not, or the rudest disobedience to autho-
rity that may be. The truth is, I am yct importuning and
struggling for a liberation, and look upward for it: but what.
soever be the issue, I look beyond it, and this weary, weary
wretched life, through which the hand I have resigned to I trust
will lead me in the path of his own choosing; and so I may
please him I am satisfied. T hope, if ever we meet, you shall
find me, in the love of solitude and a devout life,

Your unalter’d Brother and Friend,

R. L,
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When I set pen to paper, I intended not to exceed half a
dozen lines, but slid on insensibly thus far; but though I
should fill the paper on all sides, still the right view of this
business would be necessarily suspended till mecting.  Mean-
while hope well of me, and pray for me. This word I will
add, that as there has been nothing of my choice in the thing, so
I undergo it, if it must be, as a mortification, and that greater
than a cell and haircloth : and whether any will believe this or
no I am not carcful.

It is surely no discredit to his sagacity that he once
conceived a hope, to which he alludes in his letter,
of bringing the episcopalians and presbyterians to
coalesce on the basis of reciprocal concession. That
hope will not be accounted the less rational for heing
fecble ; but in proportion to its feebleness, if it were
not altogether visionary, does the value rise of the
sacrifices he made to realise it ; for the dignity of its
object none will dispute. Had it been possible for
human virtue to prevent the bloody discord, which
shortly overcast the spiritual firmament, and rent
the Scottish church like an earthquake, Leighton
could not have failed. To a temper in which Burnet
never but once saw a ruffle, during a close familiarity of
twenty-two years’ standing, and under every variety of
provocation, and to an address in dealing with perverse
and factious spirits, which his adversaries admit while
disparaging it with unhandsome cpithets, he joined
such extreme moderation of sentiment on the points at
issuc between the two churches, as peculiarly fitted
him to stand in the gap, the angel of reconciliation
and concord, Itistrue, indeed, that success has rarely
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followed attempts to restore compactuess to a re-
ligions body, after once it has been violently divided.
For the most part the cure of religious dissensions
is unhopeful, in proportion as the ground of them is
trivial : because the difficulty of allaying the passions
of men corresponds with the degree in which those
passions are wedded to creatures of the imagination.
As the contest goes on, the objects of contention gain
importance in the eves of the combatants ; and minute
differences expand into gulphs which separate sal-
vation from perdition, the rather perhaps for the
conscience heing honest where the mind is not ade-
quately enlightened.  No violent measures, no sum-
mary process, can cffect a cordial wnion of bodies of
men  disunited in matters of "conscicnce.  Yet, let
time be allowed for factions to disband and 1rritations
to abate; let proper measures be pursued for pre-
venting untoward collisions, and for bringing those
who are jealons of each other into confact at points,
m which a mutual attraction will be exerted ; and it
may happen that, uniting in aflection one to another,
they will at length agrec in sentiment also; or, at
least, their speculative differences will ccase to create
banelul and scandalous schisms. |
Leighton doubtless hoped that, by a mild and graci-
ous exercise of his episcopal jurisdiction, he should
propitiate most of the covenanters, whose hostility to
moderate episcopacy he might suppose to be relenting,
from the avowed desire for it of the synod of Aber-
deen, and from the apparent conformity of two-thirds
of the ministers.  The re-establishment of the ancient
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monarchy, an event so grateful to patriots of both
persnasions, he considered a favourable crisis for
“cauvsing contentions to cease,” and for drowning
privale grudges and public feuds in an ocean of
christian love and universal prosperity. He might
hope, morcover, that by his personal influcnce with the
king, to whom his brother's situation at conrt would
facilitate his aceess, he should be able to keep in check
the violent partisans of prelacy, and to curb that
headlong precipitance of innovation, of which some por-
tentous symptoms had already appeared in the royal
councils.  In the latter objects he did not entirely fail :
for he effectually shielded from wmolestation the non-
conformists in his own diocese; and more than once,
as we shall see hereafter, he converted the king to
moderate mecasures, by his hold and faithful repre-
sentations. His attempts to soften the prejudices of
his own countrymen, and to effect a conjunction of
the two churches did, it is true, miscarry. But it will
appear, in the sequel of this history, that the failure
does not lic with the Bishop, who exhibited through-
out that arduouns transaction an illustrious specimen
of christian diplomacy, and whose character came
forth from it as pure gold scven times tried in the
furnace.

There is one particular in Leighton's conduct in this
perplexing business, which is cpen to animadversion.
I allude to his receiving the orders, first of deacon and
then of priest, from the English bishops, previously
to his consecration. Sheldon, bishop of Londoen, in-
sisted on Sharp and Leighton being re-ordained, on
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the plea that their presbyterian ordination was void
from the beginning, it having been conferred by a
church actually in a state of schism, which vitiated all
its acts of administration.  Leighton denied the sound-
ness of this objection to the validity of his ministry.
Yet being little scrupulous, too little indeed, about
the circumstantials of ecclesiastical polity, he yielded
to Sheldow’s demand with a readiness, which the re-
pugnance evinced to it by Sharp made the more
observable. The view he took of the ceremony im-
posed upon them was, that the “re-ordaining a priest
ordained in another church imported no more, but that
they received him into orders according to their own
rules; and did not infer the amulling the orders he
had formerly received.” Had the Lnglish bishops
concurred it this view of the subject, Leighton would
bave stood on solid ground in submitting o a new
ordination. But it was their avowed meaning to
bestow that upon him, of which in their judgment he
was hitherto destitute,—a regular consecration to the
ministry of the gospel; and in this meaning Leighton
did apparently acquiesce. 1lis private construction
of the ceremony to which he submitted could not
change its public aspect and character. It seemed
to e levelled at the foundations of presbyterianism,
by impeacling the legitimacy of all preshyterian
ministers who had received loly orders after cpis-
copacy was legally rescttled in Scotland by King
James; and it exasperated not only the clergy who
were in that predicament, but many of the laity also,
in whose judgment the honour and inlerests of their
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church had been compromised by Leighton’s con-
cessioil.

It is the duty of a faithful historian to avow, that
Leighton did not, in this instance, sufliciently consider
the ill impression his compliance would produce on
mankind, and how much it might weaken his influence
by depressing him in public estimation to the level of
mere worldly calculators.  Yet assuredly the real
spring of his conduct in this affair was a high-toned
spirituality, which led him to overlook the importance
attached by vulgar opinion to the outside frame and
fashion of religion. For on any point which secmed
to touch the substance of christian piety he was ex-
quisitely sensible. Hence his disgust at the feasting
and jollity with which the consecration of the new
bishops was celebrated. It grieved this excellent man
to see any thing of scnsual levity mixed up with the
solemn business to which they were set apart; and
the absence of that seriousness and spirit ol prayer,
which were especially called for by such an under-
taking as remodelling a church, filled his mind with
sad presentiments. These were increased, when he
found Archbishop Sharp unprepared with any plan for
healing the wounds of the church, for expelling its
evil humours, for rectifying its disorders, and for
Kindling iu it a livelier flame of true picty. On these
great objects Leighton was anxious to begin without
delay; and already he had conceived a scheme for
the union of parties in Scotland, and for reforming
the public services of religion, and reducing them
to a method more adapted to general edification.
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But in these christian projeets he found no auxilia-
ries.  With Sharp the establishment of an hiervarchy,
with himself at the head, appears to have been the
ultimate object; and he was neither able to under-
stand the spirit, nor disposed to forward the views
of Leighton, of whose influence with Lauderdale he
had begun to conceive a jealousy, and to whose pious
distnterestedness  the  woridliness of his  colleagues
stood in disgraceful contrast.  Leightow’s sad fore-
bodings were not a little conlirmed by a close obser-
valion of Sharp’s real character, and by the clearer
development that was daily taking place of the princi-
ples which actnated the episcopalian leaders.  In the
supercilious recklessness of the mlant hierarchy he
descried the snre omen of its downfal; and he re-
marked to Burnet that, ““in the whole progress of that
aflair, there appeared such cross characters of an angry
Providence, that how fuily soever he was satisfied in his
own mind as to cpiscopacy itself, vet it scemed that
God was against them, and that they were not like to
be the men that shonld build up his church; so that
the struggling about it scemed to him like a lighting
against God.”

On the twelfth of December, 1661, four of the per-
sons designated to the episcopal government of Scot-
land received consecration in London ; Leighton being
appointed, at his own request, to the inconsiderable see
of Dunblane, in Pertbshire.  Early in the following
year, the new bishops proceeded in one coach to Edin-
burgh. Between Leighton and his colleagues, however,
there was such o want of sympathy, as made it very
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irksome to him {o journcy i their company ; and hav-
ing learnt that it was their intention to make a grand
entry into Edinburgh, he quitted them at Morpeth,
and wrrived some days before the rest of the party.
Burnet describes himself to have been a downcast
spectator of the pomp and parade with which the
other three bishops were escorted into the Scotiish
metropolis : and the spirit of wise and pions men was
abashed, when they contrasted this ostentations pa-
geantry with the example of that true Bishop of souls,
who made his last solemn entrance into Jerusalem,
riding upon an ass and weeping, as il unable to endure
the splendour of a trinmph which prophecy forhade
him to decline, unless it were shaded with a cloud of
humility and sadness.

The first measures taken by Sharp and his coad-
jutors, if the pliable agents of his cupidity deserve to
be so named, bore fatal marks of that perverse genius
by which they were conceived. Instead ol endeavowr-
ing to subdue the angry spirit of presbyterianism hy
firm but gentle management, he proceeded to Jay on
at once the whole weight of episcopal domination.
In pursuance of this policy it was enacted, even be-
forc the Bishops left London, that presbyteries and
judicatories should be abolished.  This intemperate
decrec was followed up by an act, asserting the King's
ceclesiastical supremacy, reinstating the hishops in
their parliamentary privileges and civil dignities, and
conferring on them an exclusive presidency in church
meetings, the power of ordination and censure, with

whatever clse appertains to the administration and
Yor. L d
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jurisdiction of the echurch. Tt was added indeed that
in the excicise of their functions they were to advise
with certain loyal and prodent clergymen.  Yet, as
their assessors were to be selected by themselves, and
were not empowered collectively to enforee an opinion
contrary 1o their diocesan’s, it is clear that any check
they could maintain on the despotism of the bench
would e of small account.  All real anthority was
lodged with the hishop ; and his clerieal advisers were
mere cipliers, to whom was allotted the unenviable pri-
vilege of sharing with their superior the odium of arbi-
trary procedings, which they had no power cither to
prevent or to modify.

Such was the present scheme of episcopacy, widely
different from that of the year 1612, when the bishops
were content to be settled presidents, to have a negative
voice in all questions relating to ccclesiastical jurisdic-
fion, and some superior authority in ordination. This
hasty attempt to force on a people, to whom presbytery
was dear “as a wife of vonth,” the highest kind of pre-
lacy, was certainly to pour new wine into old hottles.
It could not but produce a disastrons explosion.  But
nothing contd stay the precipitance of that misguided
man, who seems to have expected, in the pride of new-
blown grandeur, that difficuliies would vanish at his
touch. It is admitted that he never exerted his powers
{o the full extent permitted by this act of parliament.
Still the passing of such an act furnished those who
refused the new model with w plansible  justifica-
tion 5 and exhibited the capital solecism in policy,
of making a legislative invasion of popular rights and
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feelings more considerable in the terms of the enact-
ment, than it was really mecant to be in the execu-
tion.

In his fixed aversion to worldly honours, Leighton
hesonght his friends not to give him the appcllation of
Lord, and was uncasy at ever being addressed by that
title. By this singularity he gave umbrage to his col-
leagues, and laid himself open to the charge of an
affectation, procecding from narrow-minded squeamish-
ness, il not from a rcfinement of vanity : or, indeed.
this solicitude to divest his office of its usual dignities
might Dbe ill-naturedly ascribed to his not being
thoroughly satisfied with the function itself, and scek-
ing to compound with his conscience by a sacrifice of
external distinetion.

Shortly after their arrival in Edinburgh, the Bishops
were formally invited to take their seats in parliament :
not that any invitation was requisite to authorise their
attendance, but it was deemed a proper token of re-
spect. DBy all, except the Bishop of Dunblane, the
call was obeyed. He resolved from the beginning
never to mix in parliament, unless some matter affect-
ing the interests of rcligion were in agitation ; and to
this resolution he steadily adhered.

His first appearance in parliament was on the ques-
tion respecting the oath of supremacy.  This oath was
so worded as to carry on the face of it no demand,
beyond what the presbyterians were willing to-admit,
namely, that the king should be rccognised for civil
head of the church as well as of the state. Yet there
was something in the phrascology so equivocal as to
warrant a suspicion, that it was artfully contrived for

d2



Lil THE LIFE OF

a handle by which the sovereign might interfere, at
pleasure, and with absolute authority, in the internal
regulation of the church.  In England such explana-
tions were given, when the oath was tendered, as
brought it within the compass of a presbyterian con-
science.  But when it was required by the Earl of
Cassilis, and by other stout covenanters in the parlia-
ment of Scotland, that the necessary qualification for
reconciling its provisions to their scruples should he
wseried into the body of the act, or at least be sub-
joined to their subscriptions, the Iligh Commissioner
would not listen to the demand.  Leighton now
stepped forward the fearless champion, the cloquent
advocate, of moderation and charitv.  He maintained
that trammelling men’s consciences with so many
rigorous oaths could produce only laxity of moral
principle, or unchristian bigotry and party feeling.
With respect to the oath itsell; he would not dissemble
his opinion that it was susceptible of a bad sense;
and therefore the tenderness of conscience, which re-
fused to take it without gnarding against an evil con-
struction, ought not to be derided.  The English
papists had obtained this indulgence ; and it were
strange indeed if protestants were to be more hardly
treated.  When, iu reply to this spirited remonstrance,
it was contended by Sharp, that the complaining party,
i the day of its ascendencey, had been little tender of
the consciences of those who revolted at the Solemn
Leagne and Covenant, Leighton sct before them the
unworthiness of retaliating by mecasures which had
been so justly reprobated ; and he emphatically pointed
out the nobler course, of heaping coals of fire upon the
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heads of adversaries, by the contrast of cpiscopal mild-
ness with presbyterian severity.  Ifor them to practise,
for the base purpesc of quitting scores, the same rigour
against which they had vehemently protested when
themselves were the victims, would be a foul blot
on their christian character, and would justify the
sarcasm, that the world goes mad by turns. However
solid these arguments were, they made no impression
on the Earl of Middleton and his creatures, whose pro-
ject it was to have the oath of that ambiguous cast,
which should deter the stiffer covenanters from taking
it, and thus bring them under the penalties of dis-
loyalty. One cannot without pain admit an opinion,
that bears so hard upon the probity and humanity of
the royal party. Yet this would not be a solitary in-
stance of an oath being artfully shaped to entrap per-
sons whom state policy has marked for its victims.
Leighton used to observe, with some reference, no
doubt, to this transaction, that a consolidation of the
episcopal and presbyterian platforms, had it been ju-
diciously and sincercly attempted at the outset, might
have been accomplished ; but there were some cvil
spirits at work, ‘“ whose device it was plainly again to
scatter us ; and the terms of comprehension were made
so strait, in order to keep men out.” It was a trans-
action, however, that gave a splendid prominence to his
own extraordinary virtues, to his enlightencd charity,
his inexorable honesty, and his generous courage.
Leighton thought with St. Augustin, that a bishop-
ric is not intended for a pastime and amusement:
‘“ Episcopatus non est artificium transigende vilw.”
He therefore resided constantly on his sce, and his
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holy ministrations watered the places about him with a
blessing.  Not content to repose in lazy state, he re-
garded himself as a shepherd of souls, and went about
from parish to parish, catechising and preaching; and
the poor of Dunblane even now point out the corner of
the hearth at which he used to sit conversing with their
fathers.  But his primary aim was to ‘“heal the foun-
tains ;” for lic justly considered that if ministers were to
hecome sound in doctrine, exemplary in personal con-
duct, and sedulous in pastoral duties, the cffect of
their spirituality and zeal would quickly shew itself in
the amended state of their parishes. It would be diffi-
cult to do justice to the sense he entertained of the
immense responsibility of christian ministers. For him-
sclf, as his practice hears witness, he always desired the
smallest cure ; partly from native humility, and partly
from an apprehension, so vivid as to be almost terrible,
of the account which must be given in by spiritual over-
scers at the great tribunal.  Often would he commise-
rate thosc of the London clergy, the extent of whose
cures made it impracticable to pay cach individual of
their flock the attention his soul required.  “Theirs,”
he observed, “is rightly called cure animarum ;” a con-
cern, he seems to have meant, full of anxicty and peril.
“Were I again,” he said in is last retivement, “1o be
a parish minister, I must follow sinners to therr houses,
and even to their ale-houses.”  As one of the faults
unputed to the episcopal clergy was wnskilfulness in
preaching, he was solicitous to remove from his own
diocese all colour for this allegation. This he knew
could never he eflected, until the pulpitstwere filled by
holy men.  ““ltis vain,” he would say, “for any onc
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to speak of divine things, without something of divine
affections.  An ungodly clergyman must (cel uneasy
when preaching godliness, and will hardly preach it
persuasively.  He has not been abie to prevail on frim-
self to be holy, and no marvel if he fail of prevailing
on others. In truth, heis in great danger of becoming
hardened against religion by the frequent inculeation of
it, if it fuil of melting him.”

The following extract from a lctter, in which he
offers a living to one of his clergy, affords a beautiful
specimen of christian politeness, at the same time that
it lets us into the Bishop’s sense of the temper and
affection with which a charge of souls should be under-
taken.

SIR,

There is onc place indeed in my precinct now vacant, and
yet undisposed of, by the voluntary removal of the young man
who was in it to a better benefice ; and this is likewise in my
hand, but it is of so wretchedly mean provision, that I am
ashamed to name it, little, I think, above five hundred marks
(less than 80l sterling) Dy year. If the many instances of
that kind you have read have made you in love with volunlary
poverly, there you may have it ; but whercsoever you are, or
shall be, for the little rest of your time, I hope you are, and
still will be, daily advancing in that blest poverty of spirit
that is the only true leight and greatness of spirit in all the
world entitling to a crown, ¢for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”  Oh, what arc the scraps that the great ones of this
world are scrambling for compared with that pretension ! I
pray you, as you find an opportunity, though possibly little or
no inclination to it, yet bestow one line or two upon

Your poor Friend and Servant,

R. L.
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The following letter to the heritors * of the parish
of Stratton places n a clear light the wpright yet
sagacious policy, by which Leighton contrived to fill
{he vacant beneflices with pious men, and to conci-
liate the goodwill of the parishioners to their new
pastors.

WorTity GENXTLEMEN AXD FRIENDS,

Being informed that it is my duty to present a person, fit
for the charge of the ministry now vacant with you, I have
thought of one, whose integrity and picty I am so fully per-
suaded of, that I dare confidently recommend him to you, as
one who, if the hand of God do bind that work upon him
amongst you, is likely, through the blessing of the same hand,
to be very serviceable to the building up of your souls heaven-
wards ; but is as far from suflering himself to be obtruded, as
[ am from obtruding any upon you: so that unless you invite
him to preach, and, after hearing him, declare your consent
and desire towards his embracing of the call, you may be se-
cure from the trouble of hearing any further concerning him,
cither from himsclf or me: and if you please to let me know
vour mind, your reasonable satisfaction shall be to my utmost
power endeavoured by

Your aflectionate friend
Aund humble servant,
RR. Letwcirrox,

The charges ol this venerable prelaie o the clergy
of the diocesan synod of Dunblane are valuable and
nteresting records, as well on account of the sterling
good sense and piety with which they abound, as of
the light they shed on his professional character and

* The herilors of a parish are the owners of the real property within it.
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deportment.  From the instrnctions which he found it
necessary to issue in the year of his inauguration, it
may be inferred that the district over which he
presided had made no extraordinary proficiency in
codliness under presbyterian tuition. He prescribed
such rules of worship and discipline, as were indicated
by the disorders of the existing system, and were
adapted to corrcct the flagrant immoralities of the time
and place. Ofliciating ministers were directed to read
portions of the Old and New Testaments, not after the
irreverent manner hitherto in vogue, of making it a
by-work while the congregation was assembling, but
as an integral and important part of the service. It
was the Bishop’s wish, that the Lord’s prayer, the
Apostles’ creed, and the doxology, should be restored
to more frequent usc; that a weckly day should be
appointed for catechising ; and that an casy sum-
mary of christian doctrine should be agreed upon hy
his clergy, to be made the basis of catechetical instruc-
tions to the young and the ignorant. Probably the
short catechism, which is among his printed works,
was composcd for this purpose. The sermons of that
period generally ran in a high strain of controversy.
Against this the Bishop set his face; and he laboured
to bring into the place of subtle and passionaic dis-
putations a modest and sober style of preaching, that
should be level to the capacitics and calculated to mend
the morals of the lower classes. On the ignorance
and viciousness of the people in gencral he touches
sorrowfully ; and be warns his clergy against slackness
and timidity in reproving the prevalent sins of their
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respective parishes.  Large portions of holy scripture
were preferred by him, as subjects for sermons, to
single texts; for he thought they offered more scope
for pithy practical remark, and were better calculated
to engage the attention of the auditory.

"Though friendly to a grave and masculine eloquence,
of which he was himsclf no common master, yet his
chief desire was that discourses from the pulpit should
be simple and perspicuous.  After hearing a plain and
homely sermon, he expressed the highest satisfaction ;
“ For the good man,” said he in reference to the
preacher, “ seems in carnest to catch souls.” The
mcasure of speech, he remarked, (and the remark is
well worthy of heing preserved,) ought to he the cha-
racter of the audience, which is made up for the most
part of illitcrate persons.

Any deliberate opinion of this great man must
deserve  respect, even when it may not command
acquicscence. It would thercfore be wrong to omit
mentioning, that he disliked the practice of reading
sermons, a practice scarcely known heyond the seas ;
heing of opinion that it detracted much from the weight
and authority of preaching. 1 know (he said) that
weakness of the memory is pleaded in excuse for this
custom ; but better minds would make better memo-
ries.  Such an excuse is unworthy of a man, and much
morc of a father, who may want vent indeed in address-
g lis children, hut onght never to want matter.
Like Elibu, he should he refreshed by spcaking.”

Although disposed te lenity, he was not regardless
ol discipline.  Gross offeuces committed in his diocese
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were to be branded with church censures; and the
restoration of offenders to the communion of the church
was to be delayed, till they had given proof of genuine
repentance.

It was among his pious plans to bring abhout a more
frequent cclebration of the Lord’s supper, which, in
thosc days, was not in cvery place so much as an
annual ceremony; and he wished the people to be
carefully instructed in the spiritual import of this holy
rite, and to be frequently cxhorted to maintain a con-
stant fitness for it by framing their lives by the
model of the gospel. He also made it incumbent
on his clergy to promote the practice of family wor-
ship, and to exercise a watchful superintendence over
their flocks, bearing the spiritual burdens of every
member, and dcaling out to each, as his case might
require, instruction, or counsel, or reproof, or con-
solation.

It has already been stated, how careful he was to
put his clergy in remembrance, that no substantial
good could be expected from their ministrations, unless
they were themselves remarkable for sanctity of heart
and life; men of prayer, of study, and meditation ; of
“ great contempt of this present world, and inflamed
affections towards heaven ;”” whose pure and peaceable
demeanour, full of mercy and good fruits, should
stamp them for the sons of God and servants of the
meek and lowly Jesus. He also considered a sin-
gular modesty and gravity even in externals, such
as their apparel and the adjustment of their hair, to
be highly becoming in ministers, whose profession
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it was fo give themsclves wholly to the carc of
immorfal souls.

Having these things much at heart, he gave in a
paper at the synod of 1667, in which, after a most
conciliatory introduction, and blaming himsclf for
having, through averseness to lord it over Christ’s
heritage, been more backward to admonish them than
perhaps his situation demanded, he proceeds {o urge
the importance of adding life and efliciency to those
““ privy trials,” in which the presbyters used to examine
cach other for mutual correction and cdification.
These examinations, he is satisfied, might be made
highly salutary to those who were declining in zeal
and diligence, were cntangled in doctrinal crrors, or
were in any way swerving from the path of ministerial
duty, provided they were so conducted, as to con-
strain @ man {o serious reflection upon himself; and,
with a view to their heing rendered thus useful, he
lays down some admirable rules, which are included
in the body of his works.

Let it here be noticed how remote this holy man
is from an imperious and domineering exercise of his
authority.  Instead of peremptorily exacting submis-
sion from his clergy, he industriously waives the claims
arising from his eminent station, and wins their obe-
dience, in his dealings with them, by urbanity and
aentleness. It is asserted by Wodrow and others,
that the clergy of Dunblane were noloriously ignorant
and disorderly. 1 have inct with nothing to corrobo-
rale this heavy charge; and from their diocesan’s
pastoral letters and addresses, it is rather to be ferred
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that their defects have been overstated, or else were
oreatly corrected during his administration.  He seems
to have judged it expedient to raise them as nearly to
a level with himsell, as the indispensable dignity of
cpiscopal government would allow ; and whatever
alterations he thought necessary were proposed in the
shape of friendly suggestion, and not of overbearing
dictation. The only priority he sought was in labours ;
the only ascendency he coveted was in sclf-denial and
holiness ; and in this carcer he had few competitors
for precedency.

Proceeding steadily upon these principles, and
exerting all his influence to impart to others the same
fervency of spirit, he drew upon himseclf the eyes of all
Scotland, which gazed with amazement at his bright
and singular virtues, as at an angel of light traversing
a sky of gloom and tempest.  Even the presbytertans
were softencd by his christian urbanity and meckness,
and were constrained to admit that on him had
descended a double portion of the apostolic spirit.
Had his collecagues in oflice resembled him in temper,
it is not extravagant to believe that the attempt to
restore episcopacy would have had a more prosperous
issue.

As there is no record of Leighton having taken a
prominent part in the settlement of the church, during
the carlier part of his cpiscopacy, we may assume
that he confined himself to private advice and expostu-
lation; hoping that when the happy results of his
own pacilic proceedings should be visible, the other
Bishops would be induced to follow in his track. But
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it soon hecame apparent that the plans in progress
for extirpating the presbyterian discipline were dia-
metrically opposite to the dictates of wisdom and
mercy. I find him expressing himself, in allusion
no doubt to the leading men of this period, with a
poignant recollection of the selfish craft by which
they were characterized.  Sceing them destitute of
christian simplicity and singleness of purpose, he lost
all heart abont the issne of their measures, and styled
them in the phrascology of seripture, “empty vines
bringing forth fruit unto themselves.” “I have met
with many cunning plotters,” he wonld say, “but with
few truly honest and skilful wndertakers.  Many have
I scen who were wisc and great as to this world ;
but of such as are willing to he weak that others
may be strong, and whose only aim it is to promote
the prosperity of Zion, have I not found one in ten
thousand.”

Having made these afliicting discoveries, and find-
ing all his cfforts to put things in a better train guite
meflectual, Leighton thought he should be justified
m laying down the charge, which he had taken up,
not as a dignity, but as a cross and burden. He
resolved, however, to go np to London in the first
mstance, and to lay before the royal eye, which had
hitherto been deluded with fallacious representations,
a faithful picture of the distempered and convulsed
statc of Scotland.  IMaving obtained an interview
with Charles, he declared that the severities practised
npon objectors to the new establishment were such
as his conscience could not justify, even for the sake
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of planting christianity in a heathen land: wmuch
less could he agree to them for an end so compara-
tively insignificant, as that of substituting onc form
of ccclesiastical government for another. Iie there-
fore besonght permission to resign his bishopric, lest
by retaining it he should seem to be a party to vio-
lences, at which his principles and feclings revolted.
His Majesty professed disapprobation of the manner
in which the affairs of the church were administered
by Sharp, and seemed touched by the pathetic argn-
ments of the virtuous advocate of toleration. He
pledged himself to stop that application of the secular
sword, against which Leighton protested; and he
actually annulled the ccclesiastical commission, whose
province it was to goad dissenters into conformity
by fines and gaols and corporal punishments. But
he would not hear of Leighton’s vacating his sec;
and the bishop consented at length to retain it, as
the only way of holding the King to thosc engage-
ments into which he had been reluctantly impelled.
Leighton had so fully made up his mind to with-
draw at this time from his station, that he had bidden
a solemn farcwell to his clergy before his departure
for London. After winding up the regular business
of the synod in October 1665, he informed them that
therc was a matter which though of little concern to
them and the church, he still thought it his duty to
notify to them. He then announced his intention of
retiring ; and the reasons he assigned for it were,
the sense he entertained of his own unworthiness to
sustain so high an office, and his weariness of thosc
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contentions which had clothed the household of God
i mourning, and scemed to he increasing rather than
abating.  “TIor mysclf, Brethren, T bave to thank
vou for the undescerved respect and kindness which
I have all along experienced at your hands.  Let
me entreat your good construction of the poor endea-
vours I have used to serve you, and to assist you in
promoting the work of the ministry and the great
designs of the gospel.  If in any thing, whether by word
or deed, T have given you ofience, or unnccessarily
pained a single individual among you, I do earnestly
and humbly crave forgiveness. My last advice to
vou is, that you continue in the study of peace and
holiness, and grow and abound in love to yonr
great Lord and Master, and to the souls for which
he died.  Tinally, Drethren, farewell; Le perfect,
he of good comfort, he of one mind, live in peace,
and the God of peace and Jove shall be with you.
Amen.”

About two years afterwards, the growing calami-
tics of the church called for prompt and vigorous
remedies. Tt was decreed by the council; that all
incnmbents should obtain presentation from the pa-
trons and cpiscopal nstitution, or forthwith resign
their henefices.  This intemperate act, of which the
credit is given to Bishop IFairfowl, occasioned all at
once a great number of vacancies, which fit and able
men were not at hand to supply.  Ilad the most
conziderable of the nonconformist ministers been gra-
dually and quictly superseded, an explosion of popular
wrath might have been avoided.  But when, in ad-
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dition to the grievance of being deprived of their own
ministers, the congregations were required to receive,
in the place of these revered pastors, men whose
morals were not always clear of reproach, and who
were mostly ill provided with learning and piety for
a ministerial charge, their disgust at prelatical nmo-
vations settled into a ferocious antipathy to the uew
constitution of the church.

It was the misfortunc of these times, moreover,
that owing to the King’s dislike of business, and im-
moral levity, the government took its tone from the
views or whims of the principal minister, or the reign-
ing favourite, for the time heing ; and public measures
were in perpetual mutation. There was no steady
hand, enducd with competent force and authority to
prevent the most baneful fluctuations of the body
politic.  Not that the unsteadiness of the helm should
be attributed solely to the monarch’s capriciousness
or supineness. It procceded, in part, from the difli-
culty he found in carrying on together his two fa-
vorite objects, of pulling down presbyterianism, and
building up popery: it being hard to inflict a blow
upon the former, without wounding the latter; or
to enact laws favorable to the Roman Catholic dis-
senter, the benefit of which should not extend to
the Presbyterian. Nothing, however, could be more
adversc to the scttlement of Scotch aflairs, than such
a vacillating administration. At times, the bishops
were armed with almost unlimited powers for the sub-
version of presbyterianism : but, before suflicient space

had been allowed for the success of a resolute des-
Vor. I, [
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potism, if despotic measures could have succeeded, their
powers were abridged 5 a clog was put on their career
of intolerance ; and the other party, from being dis-
couraged and enfeebled, was roused to fresh hope and
resistance.  Then, a sudden return to arbitrary mea-
sures would cut short the experiment of conciliation ;
or it would be tricd on too limited and partial a scale
to answer any other purpose than that of making the
subsequent severitics, or those which were all the while
going forward in adjacent districts, to be the more
conspicuous and galling.

Resuming the thread of our narration, we are to
rclate the proceedings of the Bishop of Duunblane, in
the year 1667, in conjunction with Lord Tweedale,
who possessed, according to Burnel’s estimate, truc
benevolence, along with much political information
and talent, but was overcautious and timid, and prone
to side with any government.  'This nobleman, who
fortunately had the chicf confidence of Launderdale,
viewed with an aching heart the disorders of his coun-
try, and vigorously applicd himself to heal them be-
fore they should be grown imcurable.  He saw at
once that Leighton was the fittest man to be at the
head of the ceclesiastical administration *. - And indeed

* The following extract from the History of Scotland by Sir George
Mackenzie, who was a leading character in these times, and Lord Advo-
cate, will be appropriate in this part of our nurrative,

* The Debates and Transactions which fell in at this time, discovered
very much to owr Statesmen, how far cach of the present Clergy stood
aflveted to the Supremacy of the Civil Magistrate in Church affairs, and
in what they approved or disapproved the late Indulgence; for the ad-
vice of many Churchmen, not properly inferested, was asked at this
ime, rather 1o know their inclnation, than for information; and it was
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it was high time for some capable man to be fixed in
that station, since, as maiters now went on, the busi-
ness of the church constituted more than two-thirds of
the whole business of the state.  Accordingly he
spared no pains to engage Leighton’s co-operation ;
and in order to that co-operation being made more
cffectual, hie let slip no opportunity of impressing the
King with an opinion of his superlative merits, and of
s competence to the chief direction of ecclesiastical
affairs. Ilad he succeeded in this project, it was his
hope to winnow the church, by degrees, of the vain
and worthless characters with which it was infested ;
and to bring in a set of men who would adorn their
profession, and recommend the episcopal frame Dy

easily found, that the Bishop of Dunblane was the most proper and fit
person to serve the State in the Church, according to the present plat-
form of government now resolved upon ; for he was in much esteem for
his piety and moderation, amongst the people, and as to which the Pres-
byterians themselves could mneither reproach or equal him ; albeit they
hated him most of all his fraternity, in respect he drew many into a kind-
ness for Episcopacy, by his exemplary life, rather than debates. His
great principle was, that devotion was the great affair aboul which
Churchmen should employ themselves; and that the gaining of souls,
and not the external government, was their proper task; nor did he
esteem it fit, and scarce lawful to Churchmen, o sit in Councils and
Judicatories, these being diversions from the main. And albeit his
judgment did lead him to helieve the Church of England the best mo-
delled of all others, both for doctrine and discipline, yet did he casily
conform with the practice of the Christians amongst whom he lived, and
therefore lived peaceably under Presbytery, till it was abolished: and
when he undertook to be Bishop himsell, he opposed all violent courses,
whercby men were forced to comply with the present worship, heyond
their persuasions ; and he granted a latitude and indulgence to those of
his own diocese, before the king had allowed any by lis letter. This
made the world believe that ‘he was the author to his Majesty of that
public Indulgence ; and the Statesmen, who were unwilling to he authors
of an innovation, which some there thought might prove dangerous, were
well satisfied to have it so believed ; but, however, these principles ren-
dered him 2 fit insirument in their present undertakings.”—Page 161,

c 2
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undeniable piety and talent. How far Leighton fell
in with this excellent design, as it concerned his own
advancement, is not related; but he consented to
undertake another fatiguing journey to London, and
again to implore the redress of those grievances, under
which the church was wasting away.  On this sccond
visit, he had two audiences of Charles, in which he
fulfilied the duty of a faithful ambassador. Ile ex-
posed without disguise the distempered state of the
rcalm, and showed how those discases, which might
have yiclded to gentle and seasonable remedies, had
been exasperated by harsh and empirical treatment.
Lis first object was to awaken the King to the necessity
of adopting healing measures without delay, as the
only means of averting a fatal crisis.  Then, without
hazarding a premature exposure of the expedients
which were dictated by the present exigency, he humbly
advised that an attempt should be made, by some act
of comprchension, to draw the more temperate of the
presbyterian party within the pale of the establish-
ment; and he warned his Majesty of the danger he
would run of losing episcopacy altogether, by refusing
to surrender any of its appendages.  The ship would
sail less gallantly, it was true, with her topmasts cut
away ; but that was her only chance of outriding the
{enpest.

The King prolessed to fall in with the moderate
measures recommended by Lord Tweedale and Leigh-
ton.  DBuat the passions of the covenanters had been
allowed to eflervesce so long, and tlicy were so in-
censed by the King’s breach of faith and by the
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oppressivencess of the High Commission, that it was
hardly to be expected that any ministerial philters,
how artfully socver compounded, would avail to charm
back their affections. Nor were the presbyterian
chieftains remiss or unskilful in fomenting the popular
discontent. A breath from them wounld have extin-
cuished the smoking firchrand ; but that breath was
applied to fan it into a flame. Young and fiery
preachers ranged up and down the country, sounding
the tocsin of the Covenant, and warning the people
against the deadly plague of the prelatic leprosy.
The cause of presbyterianism against episcopacy was
the battle of Jehovah with Baal. It was a holy war
for the rescue of the ark of the covenant from the hands
of uncircumecised Philistines; and it was set forth
under such aspects as should respectively attract both
the bad and the good ;—miscreants who loved tumult
and throve by the disorders of the commonyealth, along
with men of a tender conscience or a resolute piety.
Accordingly, thesc famatical incendiaries had great
success.  The rabble were lashed into madness by
having their wrongs and their duties perpetually rung
in their cars; and being countcnanced, it is to be
fecared, by men above the rabble in birth and educa
tion, but not in moderation and virtue, they scrupled at
nothing that might cvince their hatred to the episcopal
incumbents, and compel them to withdraw. To this
end aflronts and indignities were heaped upon their
heads : they could not pass to and from church, in the
discharge of their clerical dutics, without encountering
volleys of reproaches and curses, or even missiles more
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dangerons to their persons.  Their houses were no
longer a sanctuary; their property was plundered,
and their lives were attempted.  Worn out by this
series of persceutions, and despairing of a change for
the better, many of these unbappy curates abandoned
their parishes, a few with some, but most of them
without any, pecuniary compensation.

While the ill-cemented cedifice of Scottish episco-
pacy was rocking in this tempest, the spirit of infatua-
tion bad fallen on all the bishops except Leighton ;
and his oracular voice, though lifted np boldly, was
drowned in the clamour for pushing forward the new
svstem without pause or relaxation.  He persisted
however in these pacific measures which the King
had engaged to sanction. e tried to persuade the
leading statesmen to sccond them with their authority ;
and he suggested the expediency of repealing those
absurd laws, which rated the episcopal authority far
higher than any of the bishops dared to carry into
practice. Taking notice of the extraordinary conces-
sions made by the African Church to the Donatists,
who were to the full as extravagant as the people of
lis own day, lic was an advocate for going a great way
towards meeting their demands, and for so lengthening
the cords and stretching out the curtains of the episco-
pal frame, as to take in all the covenanters who were
not implacable recusants.  Although the concessions,
to which he was prepared to proceed, went near to
vacate the episcopal office, yet he thought them justi-
ficd by the improbability of their permanence ; for he
Lelieved that when the present race of nntameable
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zealots was laid in the grave, and a scason of peace
had allowed the revival of sober sense and charity,
there would be a readiness on the part of the people
to reinvest the bishop with such prerogatives, as he
had been unrcasonably compelled to lay down at the
shrine of religious concord.

The articles proposed by Leighton for the basis of
an accommodation, are reported by Burnet in nearly
the following words.

1. That the church should be governed by the
bishops and their clergy, mixing together in the church
judicatorics, in which the bishop should act only as «a
president, and be determined by the majority of his
presbyters, in matters both of jurisdiction. and ordina-
tion.

2. That the presbyters should be allowed, when they
first sat down in their judicatories, to declare that their
sitting under a bishop was submitted to by them for
peace sake; with a reservation of their opinion with
relation to any such presidency ; and that no negative
vote should be claimed by the bishop.

3. That bishops should go to the churches, in which
such as were candidates for ordination were to serve,
and hear and discuss any exceptions that were made to
them, and ordain them with the concurrence of the
presbytery.

4. That such as were to be ordained should have
leave to declare their opinion, if they held that the
bishop was only the head of the presbyters.

5. That provincial synods should sit in course every
third year, or oftener if the King summoned them; in
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which complaints of the bishops should be received,
and they should be censared according to their deserts.

It was not to he expected that such a scheme would
oo down smoothly with the patrons of the new system.
There was an outery against it as a measure subver-
sive of episcopacy, which it certainly despoiled of some
capital dignitics and powers. Against this Leighton
urged, that it was better to depress episcopacy below
the scriptural model, than to sufler the church to con-
tinuc a prey to those factions, which had already car-
ried a sword into its bowels: and he tried to soothe
still more the indignant prelatists by shewing it to he
highly probable, that the locks of which episcopacy
was unhandsomely shorn would rapidly grow again ;
and that, like a moulted cagle, it would cre long soar
aloft with renovated strength and richer plumage.

As there is no reason, on the one hand, to suspect
the Bishop of Dunblanc of having endeavoured to
propitiate the high episcopalians, by holding out hopes
which he thought unlikely {o be verified, so, on the
other haud, there is not the slightest ground for charg-
ing him with duplicity, hecause, while proposing an
excessive abasement of the episcopal office, be antici-
pated its partial redintegration.  Had he artfully shaped
the proposed constitution, so as to leave a handle
by which the bishops might recover their ahdicated
authority ; or had he purposcly made the machinery
lLiable to accidents and embarrassments, which it would
need :n augmentation of the episcopal influence to
remedy, he would justly have hicurred the reproach
of double-dealing.  But it is obvious that he studied,
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with the greatest good faith, to accommodate his plan
to the presbytertan taste, as ncarly as the govern-
ment with which he acted would endure.  No doubt
le augurced that the presbyterian ministers themselves,
as soon as the fever of faction and bigotry should be
allayed, must open their eyes to the inconvenience of
so immoderately retrenching the powers of their chief
fanctionary.  Such a prognostication would be credit-
able to his sagacity, without disparagement to his in-
tegrity. In order to form an adequate estimate of this
great Bishop’s merits, it is necessary to reflect upon
the extraordinary difliculties with which he had to
contend. He was mediating between two  fierce
partics, who agreed in nothing but unkind suspicions
of himself ; and it was hardly within the compass of
luman skill and wisdom, in that tempestuous scason,
to stecer so cxactly through a narrow and intricate
channel, as to escape the rocks on onc side without
striking upon those on the other. It was his diflicult
task to keep on terms with the impatient arrogance of
the episcopal party, at the same time that he accom-
modated himself to the crabbed humours and contracted
genius of the nonconformists.  I1e had at once to pro-
pitiate jealous adversarics, and to obviate the miscon-
duct of Inkewarm or dishonest confederates. Onc
while he was thwarted by the king’s despotic jealousies,
and again he was traversed by ihe sclfish wiliness of
Lauderdale. That he should have done so much, and
endured so bravely, must therefore be ascribed to a
zeal, a diligence, a constancy, a wisdom, an unquench-
able benevolence, and a valorous sclf-devotion, before
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which every thing bent but the inflexible sinews of
relentless higotry.

It was the Earl of Kirkardine’s advice, that no treaty
should be attempted with the presbyterians, but that
whatever concessions it might be thought expedient
to make should pass into laws; and he thought that
when it was clearly understood that nothing further
would be gained by holding out, there would be a
general acquiescence in the new arrangements.  In
this opinion Leighton concurred; but Lord Lauder-
dale refused his assent, with a sinister purpose, it
was shrewdly suspected, of frustrating the attempt at
accommodation. 1t was then resolved to try whether
any thing could be eflected by private negotiation.
With this view Burnet was sent to Hutchinson ¥,
who was connected with him by marriage, and was
csteemed the most learned man of that party, to sound
his sentiments on the Comprehension, but not to pro-
posc it ofliciaily.  The wary minister took care, how-
ever, not to commit himself, observing that he was but
one of many, and his opinion that of a simple indivi-
dual. Al he would say was, that the project was not
m his eyes very promising ; but he reserved his sen-
tence on the particnlar concessions proposed, until
they should be ratificd by competent authority.

Shortly after this abortive negotiation, the experi-
ment was {ried of granting some of the vacant churches

* George ITulehinson was educaled al Glaseow, and was accounted
one of the ereatest preachers of the presbyterian parly. Ie was alearned
nman, and wrote on the twelve minor prophets, on the book of Job, and on
thie zospel of St. John,  Ile died in the year 1674,
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to the most moderate of the presbyterian ministers.
The adoption of this measure was accelerated, if not
occasioned, by a letter of Burnet to Lord Tweedale, in
which he strongly advised it; and being known to
cherish an almost filial reverence for Leighton, it was
naturally presumed that he was the organ of that
Bishop’s sentiments.  The fact is, however, that the
letter in question had not been imparted to Leighton,
nor would it, there is reason to think, have obtained
his concurrence.

This measure, which was contrary to the law, that
had vested the right of parochial institution in the
bishops, was productive of little or no advantage.
The indulged ministers could not, in common decency,
launch out against the ecpiscopal platform; and they
were driven to preach more on christian doctrine and
practice than suited the temper of the times. Ilence
they fell under a reproach with their several congrega-
tions, which prevented their usefulness ; and what with
the contemptuous invectives of the non-indulged
ministers on the one hand, and the unkind reception
they met with from the presbyterian laity on the other,
they seem to have rapidly sunk into a state of cowardly
supinencss, which extinguished all the hopes that had
heen raised on their appointiment.

In November, 1669, a bill was laid before the par-
liament of Scotland, well known as the Assertory Act,
which carried to an exorbitant extent the royal preroga-
gative. It asserted, that <“ all things relating to the
external government of the church belonged to the
crown ; and that all things relating to ecclesiastical
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mectings, maiters, and persons, were {o he ordered
according to such directions as the King should send
to his privy council.”  There is reason to believe that
a leading object with the devisers of this bill was, to
curry favour with the heir presumptive to the throne,
by paving the way for the ingress of popery. Yet it
was artfully contrived to catch the passions of the pres-
hyterians, who thought the chance for the total extine-
tion of prelacy would he greater, if it rested with an indi-
vidual to abolish it at any time with a single dash of the
pen, than if it could only he cffected through the tedious
formalitics and contentious proceedings of parliament.
Some moderate men, Lord Tweedale avowedly, and
probably the Bishop of Dunblane, regarded this mea-
surc with more favour, or, strictly speaking, with less
aversion, than it merited ; for they imagined that it was
designed ouly to justify the Indulgence, and to remove
impediments out of the way of that pacific policy on
which the King had entered. It is to he lamented that
Leighton shonld have been mveigled by these con-
siderations into voting for a measure, which added such
dangerous powers to the crown. It was not indeed till
after many demurs, and insisting upon several modifi-
cations, that he at length yiclded it his suffrage : but
what was his indignation at finding interpolated in the
bill, when it came out with the royal sanction, the
ccclesiastical  affairs ;7 while
sundry saving and cexplanatory clauses, which had heen
mserted at his instance in the rongh dranght, were

(13 ’

momentous  words

omitied ! Such a scandalous fraud is perfectly credible
of the profligate statesmen of those iniquitous times,
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and will go far, with candid minds, to vindicate the
Bishop from the blame of temporising : but to the end
of his days he reflected on this aflair with sclf-reproach,
and bitterly regretted that his judgment should have
slambered on such an occasion.

The first cxertion of the authority vested in the
Sovereign by this bill was the removal of Archbishop
Burnet from Glasgow, in which sce he had carned bnt
a sorry reputation for episcopal virtues.  Immediately
after his deposal, Leighton was pressed by the Earls
of Lauderdale and Tweedale to accept the vacant
dignity. To this proposal he testified the utmost re-
pugnance, and indeed pertinaciously withstood it, till
he was induced to belicve that his translation to a
sphere of such extensive influence, would bring him
nearer to the grand and governing object of his lile ;
the King’s ministry having engaged to lend its utmost
support to his plan of accommodation. In conse-
quence of this promotion, he received a summons to
court ; and in his way up to London he called on Dr.
Gilbert Burnet, who then filled the chair of divinity at
Glasgow. With him he concerted the likeliest means
of composing the feuds of the church; a work, in
which he had embarked with the spirit of a martyr, and
which he strenuously followed up by labours and
watchings, through conflicts, defamation, and outragcs,
with 1oil of body and anguish of heart ;—a dearer
price than he would have consenied to give for any
worldly dignities, though far short of the sacrifices he

was capable of making to ensurc the welfare of the
christian Zion.
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Tt has been related that, two years before, Leighton
had intimated pretty plainly to the King the neccessity
of resorting to some extraordinary mcasures, to rescue
the episcopal church from impending ruin. At that
conference, however, he submitted no specific expe-
dient : fearing perhaps to impede his own designs by
overforwardness; and convinced that the mcasures,
which he had in contemplation, were such as royally
would never endure, until driven to them by an obvi-
ous and urgent necessity.  But now that two ycars
longer experience had revealed the dangerous folly
of attempting to produce uniformity by compulsion ;
and now that Leighton, by his clevation to the me-
tropolitan sec of Glasgow, stood on more advan-
tageous ground for dealing plainly with the Sovereign,
no reason remained for delay.  Mingling policy with
truth, he represented the vast advantage that would
accrue to his Majesty’s government from conciliating
the people of Scotland.  Nor was the King insensible
{o the sound sense of the Archbishop’s representations.
Accordingly he aceceded to all that was demanded of
him, and caused a paper of instructions to be drawn
up, conformable to the Archbishop’s ideas, and to be
transmitted to the Earl of Lauderdale, accompanied
with orders to that minister to obtain the enactment
of corresponding laws.  There are symptoms, how-
cver, in this transaction of Charles, of that recklessness
of falsehood, with which he was deeply tainted both in
his domestic and civil character.  Lauderdale too was
a miister, whose movements always answered to the
wishes of his prolligate master ; and it would be hard
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to conceive that any good scheme should pass throngh
such hands, without miscarrying or turning to evil.
‘When Leighton had compassed this point, his next
endeavour was to generate such a spirit in his diocese,
as should favour his conciliatory operations ;—snch a
aenial atmosphere of holy charity, if the expression
may be allowed, as should snit with the medicinal
process he had instituted for restoring the health of
the country. To do this effectually it was expedient
that he should remove to Glasgow; the alfairs of
which sce, from a modest repugnance to assume the
archiepiscopal dignities, he had hitherto administered,
as Commendator only, from a distance. Indeed, it
appears from the register of the parliamentary council,
that, thoﬁgh nominated and presented, he was never
formally translated to the see of Glasgow. As soon as
he had removed to this city from Dunblane, he held a
synod of his clergy, who were loud in their complaints
of desertion and ill-usage, and craved immediate
redress.  This appeal was not answered with promises
of compelling the people to attend the church, and of
mflicting fines and other punishments on the contuma-
cious. To the surprise and mortification of the clergy,
who were little accustomed to such doctrines, the only
weapons recommended by their metropolitan were of
cthereal temper;—forbearance, conciliation, and a
humble waiting upon God. ¢ Leighton, in a sermon
that he preached to them, and in several discourses
both in public and private, exhorted them to look up
more to God ; to consider themselves as the ministers
of the cross of Christ; to bear the contempt and il
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usage they met with, as a cross laid on them for the
exercisc of their faith and patience; to lay aside all
the appetites of revenge ; to humble themselves before
God; to have many days for secret fasting and
prayers ; and to meet oflen together, that they might
quicken and assist onc another in those holy exercises ;
and then they might expect blessings from heaven
upon their labours .”” #

Not content with these endeavours to improve his
clergy, he also went about the country, taking Burnet
with him, on a visit to the most influential of the
indulged ministers, whom he tried to gain over by
sound argumentation and by christian gentleness.
Ile let them know, that propositions would shortly
- be laid before them in a more regular form, with a
view of allaying the heats and jealousies that now
burnt so fiereely, of putting an end to the unhappy
differences that scparated brother from Dbrother, and
of uniting all partics in the bonds of amicable for-
bearance at least, if not of perfect unanimity. He
also pledged himsclf that the business should be
carried on with nnreserved cordiality ; that no offers
on his part should be retracted or frittered away;
and that, on being accepled, they should forthwith
pass into laws.  But in this embassy of love he was
met with chilling unkindness.  Not a grain of con-
cession conld he extorted from the covenanters
who probably inferred from the gratuitons advances
made fowards them, that the balance in the royal

* Burnetl's History of his own Time; Book 11,
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counsels was inclining in their favour. Perhaps, too,
they were the more indisposed to appreciate the
ingenuousness of Leighton, through the subtlety of
factious emissaries, who found it an casy task to con-
firm in their obduracy minds more than hall scared
by protracted animosities and rancourous reflections.
In their views the complete success of their party
was identilied with the triumph of Christ's Church ;
and prelatic domination with the supremacy of Anti-
christ. They were debarred by an imperions con-
science from entering into any terms of composition
with the impure Spirit, which had issucd from the
bottomless pit, and was blasting their goodly Zion ;
and they dreaded the condemnation of Saul in the
war of Amalek, should they sparc any part of the
Babylonish system from utter extermination. Such
were their principles, expressed in such language ;
and consistent with thesc was the welcome given to
the Archbishop’s overtures for an accommodation.
Sometimes, indeed, his condescension was requited
with absolute incivility and rudeness. He thercfore
returned from his apostolic circuit, dispirited and
almost despondent ; yet still resolved to try the ex-
periment of a solemn and official congress with the
presbyterian leaders; it being possible that somc
spirits among them of softer mould might be wrought
upon to entertain his proposals. Should the attempt
fail, it would still have discovered to the nation at
large, with what party it rested {hat thc wounds of
the charch were not healed; and while it fully ac-

quilted the ecpiscopalians of intolerance, it would
Vou. L. f
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exposc the machinations and diminish the credit of
the enemies of peace and unity.

The first mecting took place at lolyrood-House
in Edinburgh, on the 9th of August, 1670. Lauder-
dale, the High Commissioner, with some Lords of the
Council, Leighton, Professor Burnet, and Patterson,
afterwards archbishop of Glasgow, formed the array
on one side; and on the opposite side appeared Hut-
chinson, Wedderburn, Ramsay, and two other mninisters
of repute with their party.

Lauderdale opened the meeting with a conciliatory
harangue, in which he hesought the presbyterian dis-
putants to assist the royal commissioners, in con-
formity with his majesty’s earnest wishes, to appease
the commotions of the church, and to scttle it ancw
on a basis of reciprocal concession. He was followed
by Leighton, who dwelt feclingly on the cvils of
schisin, and detailed the calamities which had already
resulted fromn the mutual alicnation of episcopalians
and anti-episcopalians ; but carnestly trusted that both
parties would now co-operate, heart and hand, in
washing out this stain of protestantism, and intro-
ducing an era of fraternal love and concord.  After
declaring the readiness of the bishops to stoop to
the lowest point of defensible condescension in meet-
ing the presbyterian seruples, he drew a comparison
between the rival platforms 5 pointing out the defects
imherent in the presbyterian, and the ground there
was for concluding that episcopacy had existed in
substance, 1f not in name, from the infantile age of
christianity.  1le labowed to convince them, that
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many parts of the presbyterian discipline had not the
sanction of apostolic practice, and bore no signature
of a divine appointment : that, in establishing a form
of ccclesiastical government, we are frce to institate
oflices of which the inspired volume furnishes no pre-
cedent, provided nothing contrary to the orders of
Christ, and to the spirit of his religion, be admitted ;
and that, by submitting to the cpiscopal form, they
would not bind themselves to comply with any thing
repugnant to the dispensation of the gospel, or to
tolerate any encroachment on the pastoral functions.
If, however, they scrupled to allow of fixed presidents
nominated by the Sovercign; or if they apprehended
that along with the presidency some more exception-
able jurisdiction would accrue to the bishops ; against
these contingencies they should be at liberty to enter
a prospective protest, in as full and public a manner
as they pleased. Such latitude being granted to
tender conscicnces, he thought the sacrifices it re-
mained for them to make could be refused only by
fastidiousness, squeamishness, or vexatious obstinacy ;
and he conjured them to weigh the whole matter,
as in the presence of God, without respect to party
or popularity. No answer, or none of any conse-
quence, was returncd at the time to this powerful
address: but, the following morning, Hutchinson went
with his collcagues, whose prolocutor hc seems to
have been, to the Archbishop’s chamber, and there
argued at length on the propositions submitted to
them the preceding day. Lauderdale wanted an im
mediate and positive answer ; but {from this the minis-

f2
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ters excused themsclves, on the ground that they
could speak only as individuals, having no authority
to stipulate for their brethren in general.  The plea
was considered reasonable, and procecdings were sus-
pended till the 1st of November; in which interval
they were to collect the sentiments of their fraternity,
and to come to the next conference prepared with a
record which might be acted upon as official.  Lord
Lauderdale was naturally haughty and irritable; and
having been used to the refinement of courts, he might
find it bard to brook, and would be apt to misconstrue,
conscientious plain-dealing.  Certain it is, however,
that he imbibed on this occasion a very unfavorable
opinion of the nonconformists.  Ile complained of
their behaviour being rude and erafty ; and it required
all Leighto’s fine temper and management to prevent
his handling them roughly.

About this time, the Archbishop conceived a plan
for clearing his diocese of scandalous ministers.  For
this purpose he appointed a board of examiners, who
were empowered to summon before them any oflici-
ating minister, against whom his parishioners had
charges to prefer.  The King’s Council however
interposed, and added to this consistory certain lay
commissioners :—a suspicious interference, that seemed
intended to perplex the business, and prevent ifs
being done effectually.  Such at Ieast was the result:
for the prosceution of clerical delinquencies was ham-
pered with so many diflicultics, and the accuser fell
under such heavy penalties if he failed to substantiate
his deposition, that few parishes ventwed to impeach



ARCIUDBISIIOP LEIGIITON. L-XXX\'

their minister, except for immoralities too notorious to
be deniced, and too gross to he palliated.

I cannot ascertain whether it were before, or shortly
afler, the initial convocation, that Leighton fell upon
another expedient to further the great end, for which
alonc he seemed to live. Tle sent on a tour to the
western  counties Burnet and  five other episcopal
clergymen, among whom were Nairn and Charteris,
divines in the highest esteem for crudition and picty.
The object of this mission is variously reported. In
a paper of the Lansdown manuscripts, which is copicd
with some additions into Wodrow’s disingenuous
history, it is pretended that Leighton anticipated
nothing short of a national conversion from the elo-
quence of these missionaries.  I'rom Burnet, however,
who could not he misinformed of the Archbishop’s
motives, we learn that the directions given to himself
and his associates were,— to arguc upon the grounds
of the accommodation.” Tn his account of this trans-
action there is a palpable fairness which carrics con-
viction. He frankly admits that the people did not
flock to them in crowds, although a congregation
respectably numerous was scldom wanting; and he
pavs a high tribute {o the religious information and
argumentative skill of the common people, and to
their readiness on scriptural topics, though he found
thesc cxcellencies marred with a bitter leaven of self-
conceit, and ““a most entangled scrupulosity.””  This
pious attempt was productive of no lasting benefit: for
no sooner had the episcopal detachment quitted the
ficld, than it was reoccupicd by the conventicles, which
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had been at « stand during their stay ; and hot-brained
preachers cast again the torch of bigotry upon mate-
rials which were lamentably prone to inflame. In
truth, the measures now in train for winning over the
anti-episcopal party to moderate sentiments, failing of
that happy issue, did but widen the breach; as is
commonly the result of abortive eflorts at reconciliation,
The fire, not being stifled, was stirred.  Met together
to canvass the proffered indulgence, the covenanters
had their spints influned by debate and altercation ;
and as they went on arguing