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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 

THE following pages are an attempt to give a con
cise but full Exposition of the Epistle of Paul to the 
Ephesians. My object has been to exhibit the mind 
and meaning of the apostle,, not only by a scientific 
analysis of his language, but also by a careful delinea
tfon of the logical connection and sequence of his 

· thoughts. Mere verbal criticism or detached annotation 
upon the various words by themselves and in succes
sion is a defective course, inasmuch as it may leave the 

. process of mental operation on the part of the inspired 
writer wholly untraced in its links and involutions. 
On the other hand, the sense is not to be lazily or 
abruptly grasped at, but to be patiently detected in its 
most delicate shades and aspects, by the precise inves
tigation of every vocable. As the smaller lines of the 
countenance give to its larger features their special and 
distinctive !3Xprcssion, so the minuter particles and pre
positions give an individuality of shape and complexion 
to the more prominent terms of a sentence or paragraph. 
In this spirit philology has been kept in subordination 
to exegesis, and grammatical inquiry has been made 
subservient to the development of idea and argument. 
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At tho same time, and so far as I am aware, I have 
neglected no available help from any quarter or in 

any language. The Greek fathers have been often 
referred to, the Syriac, Coptic, and Gothic versions are 
occasionally quoted, and the most recent German com
mentators have been examined without partiality or 
prejudice. Though agreeing in so many views witb. 

Olshausen, Meyer, Harless, Stier, and Tischendorf, yet 
there are many points in connection with the text, 
literature, exegesis, and theology of the epistle, on 
which I am forced to differ from one or all of them, 

and in such cases I have always endeavoured to '1render 
a reason." Perhaps some may think that too many 
authorities are now and then adduced, but the method 

has at least this advantage, that if names be of any 
value at all, they receive their full complement in such 

an enumeration; and should the opinion of any of them 
be adopted, it is seen at once that I do not claim the 

paternity, but avoid equally the charge of plagiarism, 

and disavow the awkward honour of originality for a 
borrowed or repeated interp_retation. On many an 
important and doubtful clause the various opinions are 
arranged under distinct and separate heads, showing 
at once what had been done already for its elucida
tion, and what is attempted in the present volume. 

Not that I have merely compiled a synopsis, for it is 
humbly hoped that the reader will find everywhere the 

living fruits of personal and independent thought and 

research. Sometimes when the truth, which I suppose 

to have been delivered by the apostle, is one which has 
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been either misunderstood or r~jccted, a few paragraphs 
have been added, more for illustration than defence. 
Perhaps, indeed, I may not be wholly free from the 
same weakness which I have found in others; yet I 
fondly trust that my own theological system has not 
led me to seek polemical assistance by any inordinate 
Strain or pressure on peculiar idioms or expressions. It 
is error and impiety too, to seek to take more out of 
Scripture than the Holy Spirit has put into it. As the 
commentator neither creates nor invents the grammar 
of the language which he is expounding, I h·ave invari-

"dtly quoted the best authorities, when any special usage 
is concerned, so that-no linguistic canon or principle is 
left to the support of mere assertion. The lamps which 
have guided me I have thus left burning, for the benefit 
of those who may come after me in the hope of finding 
additional ore in the same precious and unexhausted 
mine. Will it bespeak any indulgence simply to hint 
that the work has been composed amidst the continuous 
and absorbing duties of a numerous city charge, and 
will it be thought out of place to add, that the Chris
tian ministry has a relation to all the churches, as well 
as to an individual congregation ? In the hope, in fine, 
that it may contribute in some degree to the study and 
enjoyment of one of the great apostle's richest letters, 
the book is humbly commended to the Divine blessing. 

CAMBRIDGE STREET, GLASGOW, 

Octobei·, 1853. 



PREFACE TO. SECOND EDITION. 

IN preparing this second Edition, the entire matter of 
the first bas been. very thoroughly revised, in many 
parts curtailed, and in many sections altered and 
enlarged. Some opinions have been modified, a few 
revoked, and others defended. Grammatical investi
gations have. been more accurately, because more 
formally stated, and that with uniform care and pre
~ion. While the main features of the work remain 
the same, the minor improvements and changes may 
be found on almost every page. No pains have been 
spared and no time has been grudged in remedying 
the unavoidable defects of a first edition, which was 
also a first attempt in exegetical authorship. I have 
refused no light from any quarter, and have always 
cheerfully yielded to superior argument. For I have 
no desire but, with all the helps in my power, and 
ever in dependence on Him who guides into all truth, 
to gain a clear insight into the apostle's mind, and 
to give an honest and full exposition of it. Whether, 
or to what extent, my desires have been realized, 
others must judge. My best thanks are due to Robert 
Blaek, M.A., student of Theology, for his care in 
reading the sheets, and his labour in compiling the 
index. 

13 LANSDOWNE CRESCENT, GLASGOW, 

February, 1861. 



THE LITERATURE OF THE EPISTLE. 

!.-EPHESUS AND THE PLANTING OF A CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN IT. 

EPHESUS, constituted the capital of proconsular Asia1 in 
B.C. 129, had been the scene of successful labour on the part 
o6-h,eapoijtle. On his first and hurried visit to it, during his 
se<;<>nd missionary tour, his earnest efforts among his country
men made such an impression and created such a spirit of 

. inquiry, that they besought him to prolong his sojourn. Acts 
xviii. 19-21. But the pressing obligation of a religious vow 
compelled his departure, and he "sailed from Ephesus" under 
the promise of a speedy return, but left behind him Priscilla 
and Aquila, with whom the Alexandrian Apollos was soon 
associated. On his second visit, during his third missionary 
circuit, he stayed for at least two years and three months, 
or three years, as he himself names the term in his part
ing address at Miletus. Acts xx. 31. The apostle felt that 
Ephesus was a centre of vast influence-a key to the western 
provinces of Asia Minor. In writing from this city to the 
church at Corinth, when he speaks of his resolution to remain 
in it, he gives as his reason-" for a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me." 1 Cor. xvi. 9. The gospel seems to have 
spread with rapidity, not only among the native citizens of 
Ephesus, but among the numerous strangers who landed on 
the quays of the Panormus and crowded its streets. It was 
the .highway into Asia from Rome ; its ships traded with the 
ports of Greece, Egypt, and the Levant ; 2 and the Ionian 
cities poured their inquisitive population into it at its great 

1 Linquanl1<r Phrygii-ad ck,rlis Asim volemus 1,rbes. Catullus, Epig. xlvi. 
2 

Strabo, xiv. vol. iii. ed. Kramer, Berlin, 1848; Cellarius, Notitim, ii. 80. 
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annual festival in honour of Diana. Ephesus had been visited 
by many illustrious men, and on very different errands. It 
had passed through many vicissitudes in earlier times, and 
had through its own capricious vacillations been pillaged by 
the armies of rival conquerors in succession ; but it was now 
to experience a greater revolution, for no blood was spilt, and 
at the hands of a mightier hero, for truth was his only weapon. 
Cicero is profuse in his compliments to the Ephesians for the 
welcome which they gave him as he landed at their harbour 
on his progress to his government of Cilicia (Ep. ad Att. v. 13); 
but the Christian herald met with no such ovation when 
he entered their city. So truculent and unscrupulous was the 
opposition which he at last encountered, that he tersely styles 
it " fighting with wild beasts at Ephesus," and a tumultuous 
and violent outrage which endangered his life hastened his 
ultimate departure. Scipio, on the eve of the battle of Phar
salia, had threatened to take possession of the vast sums 
hoarded up in the temple of Diana, and Mark Antony had 
exacted a nine years' tax in a two years' payment ;1 but Paul 
and his colleagues were declared on high authority "not to be 
robbers of churches:" for their object was to give and not to 
extort, yea, as he affirms, to circulate among the Gentiles "the 
unsearchable riches of Christ." The Ephesians had prided 
themselves in Alexander, a philosopher and mathematician, 
and they fondly surnamed him the " Light;" but his teaching 
had left the city in such spiritual gloom, that the apostle was 
obliged to say to them-" ye were sometimes darkness;" and 
himself was the first unshaded luminary that rose on the 
benighted province. The poet Hipponax was born at Ephesus, 
but his caustic style led men to call him o mKpo,:;, "the bitter," 
and one of his envenomed sayings was, " There are two happy 
days in a man's life, the one when he gets his wife, and 
the other when he buries her." How unlike the genial soul 
of him of Tarsus, whose spirit so often dissolved in tears, 
and who has in "the well-couched words" of this epistle 

1 Article "Ephesus," Smith's Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography; Perry, 
De Rebus Ephesio,.,,m, Gottingen, 1837; or the full and interesting work of Guhl
Ephesiaca: Scripsit Ernestus Guhl, Phil. Dr. Berolini, 1843 ; Smith's Dictionary of 
the Bible, Art. " Epheaus." 
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honoured, hallowed, aud blessed the nuptial bond ! The famed 
painter Parrhasius, another boast of the Ionian capital, has 
indeed received the high praises of Pliny (Hist. Nat. 35, 9) 
and Quintilian, for his works suggested " certain canons of 
proportion," and he has been hailed as a lawgiver in his art; 
but his voluptuous and self-indulgent habits were only equalled 
by his proverbial arrogance and conceit, for he claimed to be 
the recipient of divine communications. Institut. xii. 10. On 
the other hand, the apostle possessed a genuine revelation 
from on high-no dim and dreamy impressions, but lofty, 
glprious, and distinct intuitions; nay, his writings contain the 
germs of ethics and legislation for the world: but all the 
,vhile he rated himself so low, that his self-denial was on a 
level with his humility, for he styles himself, in his letter to 
the townsmen of Parrhasius, "less than the least of all saints." 

During his abode at Ephesus, the apostle prosecuted his 
work with peculiar skill and tact. The heathen forms of 
worship were not vulgarly attacked and abused, but the truth 
in Jesus was earnestly and successfully demonstrated and 
carried to many hearts; so that when the triumph of the 
gospel was so soon fe]t in the diminished sale of silver shrines, 
the preachers of a spiritual creed were formally absolved from 
the political crime of being "blasphemers of the goddess." 
The toil of the preacp.er was incessant. He taught " publicly 
and from house to house." Acts xx. 20. He went forth 
"bearing precious &eed, weeping;" for " day and night" he 
warned them '' with tears." Acts xx. 31. What ardour, 
earnestness, and intense aspiration; what a profound agitation 
of regrets and longings stirred ,him when " with many tears " 
he testified " both to the Jews and also to the Greeks repent
ance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." 
By his assiduous labours the apostle founded and built up a 
large and prosperous church. The fierce and prolonged oppo
sition which he encountered from "many adversaries" (1 Cor. 
xv~. 9), and the trials which befell him through "the lying in 
w:,rut of the Jews" (Acts xx. 19), grieved, but did not alarm, 
his dauntless heart. The school of Tyrannus1 became the 

1 Forv · ·•· b . anous op,mons II out Tyrannus, see Witsius, Meletemeta Leidemia, § viii. 8; 
Smdas, Md> voce; Neander, Pflanzung, i. 359; Vitringn, de Vet, Synag. p. 137. 
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scene of daily instruction and argument, and amidst the .bitter 
railing and maledictions of the Jews, the masses of the heathen 
population were reached, excited, and brought within the circle 
of evangelical influence. During this interval the new religion 
was also carried through the province, the outlying hamlets 
were visited, and the Ionian towns along the banks of the 
Cayster, over the defiles of Mount 'fmolus, and up the valley 
of the Mreander, felt the power of the gospel ; the rest of the 
" seven churches " were planted or watered, and " all they 
which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus." 
Demetrius excited the alarm of his guild by the constrained 
admission-" Moreover, ye see and hear that not alone at 
Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia-O"xEoov 7rlt0"1J'> 'T'T/'> 

'AtTtai;-this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much 
people." Acts xix. 26. 

The eloquence of the apostle was powerfully aided at this 
crisis by his miracles-SvvaµH'> ov Ta-, TVX,OVO"a<;. Surprising 
results sprang from the slightest contact with the wonder
worker; diseases fled at the approach of those light articles 
of his dress as the symbols or conductors of divine power; 
and the evil spirits, formally acknowledging his supremacy, 
quailed before him, and were ejected from the possessed. 
These miracles, as has been well remarked, were of a kind 
calculated to suppress and bring into contempt the magical 
pretensions for which Ephesus was so famous. None of the 
Ephesian arts were employed. No charm was needed ; no 
mystic scroll or engraven hieroglyph; there was no repetition 
of uncouth syllables, no elaborate initiation into any occult 
and intricate science by means of expensive books; but shawls 
and aprons-O"ovo&pia ~ tTiµuctv0ia--were the easy and expe
ditious vehicles of healing agency. The superstitious "char
acters "-'EcpetTia rypaµµa'Ta, so famous as popular amulets in 
the Eastern world and which the Megalobyzi (Hesychius, sub 
voce) and Melissre, the priests and priestesses of Artemis, had 
so carefully patronized-were shown by the contrast to be 
the most useless and stupid empiricism. Some wandering 
Jewish exorcists-a class which was common among the 
"dispersion "-attempted an imitation of one of the miracles, 
and used the name of Jesus as a charm. But the demoniac 
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regarded such arrogant quackery as an insult, and took 
immediate vengeance on the impostors. This sudden and 
signal defeat of the seven sons of Sceva produced a deep and 
general sensation among the Jews and Greeks, and " the 
name ~f the Lord Jesus was magnified." Nay more, the 
followers of magic felt themselves so utterly exposed and out
done, that they "confessed and showed their deeds." They 
were forced to bow to a higher power, and acknowledge that 
their" curious arts "-7"a 'Tl"epdprya-were mere pretence and 
delusion. Books containing the description of the secret power 
and application of such a talisman, must have been eagerly 
sought and highly prized. Those who possessed them now 
felt· their entire worthlessness, and convinced of the inutility 
~.cl. sin,of studying them or even keeping them, gathered them 
and burnt them" before all men "-an open act of homage to 
the new and mighty power which Christianity had established 
among them. The smoke and flame of those rolls were a 
sacrificial desecration to Artemis-worse and more alarming 
than the previous burning of her temple by the madman 
Herostratus. The numerous and costly books were then reck
oned up in price, and their aggTegate value was found to be 
above two thousand pounds sterling-ap,yvplov 1wpu1-oa<; 71"€VTf. 

'l'he sacred historian, after recording so· decided a triumph, 
adds with hearty emphasis-" so mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed." Acts xix. 20. 

But "no. small stir "-n£paxo<; OV/l oXl,yo,;;-was made by 
the progress of Christianity and its victorious hostility to magic 
and idolatry. The temple of Diana or the oriental Artemis 
had long been regarded as one of the wonders of the world. 
The city claimed the title of vew!lopo,;;, a title which, meaning 
originally "temple-sweeper," was regarded at length as the 
highest honour, and often engraved on the cu1Tent coinage. 
Guhl, p. 124; Conybeare and Howson, vol. ii. p. 76. The 
!own-clerk artfully introduced the mention of this dignity 
mto the commencement of his speech, for though all the 
Ionic Hellenes claimed an interest in the temple, and it was 
ofte~ named cl Tij,;; 'Arrla,;; vao,;;, yet Ephesus enjoyed the 
special function of being the guardian or sacristan of the 
edifice. The Ephesians were quite fanatical in their admira-
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tion and wardenship of the magnificent Ionic colonnades.1 

The quarries of Mount Prion had supplied the marble; the 
art and wealth of Ephesian citizens and the jewellery of 
Ephesian ladies had been plentifully contributed .for its 
adornment; its hundred and twenty-seven graceful columns, 
some of them richly carved and coloured, were each the gift 
of a king ; its doors, ceiling, and staircase were formed 
respectively of cypress, cedar, and vine-wood; it had an altar 
by Praxiteles and a picture by Apelles ; and in its coffers 
reposed no little of the opulence of Western Asia. Thus 
Xenophon deposited in it the tithe-T~v S1:,caT71z--which had 
been set apart at Athens from the sale of slaves at Cerasus. 
Anab. v. 34. A many-breasted idol of wood,2 rude as an 
African fetich, was worshipped in its shrine, in some portion 
of which a meteoric stone may have been inserted, the token 
of its being" the image that fell from Jupiter "-Tov Cto'TrE

Tov,;-.3 Still further, a flourishing trade was can-ied on in the 
manufacture of silver shrines-vao£-or models of a portion of 
the temple. These are often referred to by ancient writers, 
and as few strangers seem to have left Ephesus without such 
a memorial of their visit, this artistic "business brought no 
small gain to the craftsmen." But the spread of Christianity 
was fast destroying such gross and material superstition and 
idolatry, for one of its first lessons was, as Demetrius rightly 
declared-" they be no gods which are made with hands." 
The shrewd craftsman summoned together his brethren of the 
same occupation-T€XV£'Ta£, ~pryaTai-laid the matter before 
them, represented the certain ruin of their manufacture, and 
the speeuy extinction of the worship of Diana of Ephesus. 
The trade was seized with a panic, and raised the uproarious 
shout-" Great is Diana of the Ephesians!" "'11he whole 
city was filled with confusion." A mob was gathered and 
seemed on the eve of effecting what Demetrius contemplated, 

1 The asylum afforded by the temple-impunitas asyla statuendi-led to great 
abuses-iuterfering with the regular course of justice; and in the reign of Tiberius 
that city was heard by its delegates-legati-before the Roman senate in defence of 

the sacredness of the edifice.-Tacitus, Annal. iii. 61. 
ll II,,.,,_,.~.-,i-multimammia, Jerome, Prorern. in Ep. ad Ephes. 
3 Creuzer, Bymholik, ii. 113; Euripides, Iphig. in Taur., 977; Ovid, Fasti iii. 372; 

IHouys. Halicar. ii. 71. 
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the expulsion or assassination of the apostle and his coadjutors 
by lawless violence, so that no one could be singled out or 
punished for the outrage. It would seem, too, that this tumult 
took place at that season of the year-the month of May, 
sacred to Diana,1 the period of the Pan-Ionic games-when 
a vast concourse of strangers had crowded into Ephesus, so 
that the masses were the more easily alarmed and collected. 
The emeute was so sudden, that " the most part knew not 
wherefore they had come together." As ~1sual on such occa
sions in the Greek cities, the rush was to the theatre, to receive 
information of the cause and character of the outbreak. ( Theat
f'Um ubi corisultare mos est. Tacitus, Hist. ii. 20.) Two of 
,Paul's companions were seized by the crowd, and the apostle, 
'.l)'ho liad escaped, would himself have very willingly gone 
m---ek ,-ov Sfjµov-and faced the angry and clamorous rabble, 
if the disciples, seconded by some of the Asiarchs or presidents 
M the games, who befriended him, had not prevented him. A 
Jew named Ale.11:ander, probably the "coppersmith,", and, as 
a Jew, well known to be an opponent of idolatry, strove to 
address the meeting-a11roA.o,y€w-0a, Trj, S~µrp-probably to 
,vindicate his own race, who had been long settled in Ephesus, 
from being the cause of the disturbance, and to cast all the 
blame upon the Christians. But his appearance was the signal 
for renewed clamour, and for two hours the theatre resounded 
,with the fanatical yell-" Great is Diana of the Ephesians." 
The town,derk or recorder-rypaµµaT€Vc;-a magistrate of high 
,standing and multifarious and responsible functions in these 
cities, had the dexterity to pacify and dismiss the rioters, first 
by an ingenious admixture of flattery, and then by sound legal 
advice, telling them that the law was open, that the great 
Ephesian assize was going on-d,yopawt ll,yovrn,-and that all 
charges might be formally determined before the sitting tri
bunal-" and there are deputies-Kal dvlJv7raTot €LOW; while 
?ther matters might be determined-h, T!p ivvoµrp EKKA.'TJalq,
m the lawful assembly." Such a scene could not fail to excite 
more inquiry into the principles of the new religion, and bring 
more converts within its pale. The divine traveller imme
diately afterwards left the city. After visiting Greece, he sailed 

1 Conybeare and Howson, vol. ii, p. M, 81. 
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for Jerusalem, and touching at Miletus, he sent for the presby
ters of the Ephesian church, and delivered to them the solemn 
parting charge recorded in Acts xx. 18-35. 

11.-TITLE AND DESTINATION OF THE EPISTLE. 

It can surely be no matter of wonder that the apostle should 
afterwards correspond with a community which had such an 
origin and history as the church of Christ in Ephesus.1 We 
cannot sympathize with Mr. Conybeare in his remark, that 
it " is a mysterious dispensation of providence " that Paul's 
epistle to the metropolitan church at Ephesus " should not 
have been preserved to us."2 For we believe that it has been 
preserved, and that we have it rightly named in the present 
canon of the New Testament. And such is the general testi
mony of the early church .. 

Great stress cannot be laid on the evidence of Ignatius. 
In the twelfth chapter of his own epistle to the Ephesians, 
according to the longer reading, there is no distinct reference 
to the Pauline epistlei though there is a high probability of it; 
but there is an allusion to the apostle, and an intimation that 
Ev 1rcurv E1rtcr-ro?l,fl-'1 in the whole epistle," he makes mention 
of them. But in the briefer form of the Ignatian composition 
-that found in a Syriac version-the entire chapter, with the 
one before and after it, is left out, and, according to the high 
authority of Bunsen3 and Cureton, they are all three decidedly 
spurious. Yet even in the Syriac version the diction is taken, · 
to a great extent, from the canonical book. It abounds in 
such resemblances, that one cannot help thinking that Igna
tius, writing to .Ephesus, thought it an appropriate beauty to 
enrich his letter with numerous forms of thought, style, and 
imagery, from that" epistle which an inspired correspondent 
had once sent to the church in the same city. According to 
one recension, we have allusions to Eph. i. 1, in cap. ix., and 
to iv. 4 in cap. vi . 

. l Gude, Comment. de Eccles. Ephes. Statu, Leips. 1732. 
2 Conybeare and Howson, vol. ii. p. 4 04, note. 

3 Ignatius von Antiochien und Seine Zeit, p. 23, Hamburg, 1847. 
4 Cm-pus Ignatianum, &c., by William Cureton, :M.A., F.R.S., London, 1849. 
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Irenreus, in the second century, has numerous references to 
the epistle, and prefaces a quotation from Eph. v. 30 by these 

0 \ • , IT ~-- ' A-. , ~ \ 'EA-. I words-/€a wi, o µ,aKapw<; av"'o<; ..,,71r:nv, ev T'[J 'Tl'po<; ..,,eawv<; 
Jmu-ro;\,fj-" as the blessed Paul says in his epistle to the 
Ephesians." Again, quoting Eph. i. 7, ii. 13-15, he begins 
by affirming-quom,odo apostolus Ephesiis dieit ;' and similarly 
does he characterize Eph. i. 13-in epistola qum ad Eplwsios 
est, dicens. Again, referring to v. 13, he says, TOVTO oe Kal o 
ITaw.o<; ;\,e,yei. Adversus Harres. lib. v. pp. 104,718, 734, 756. 
- Nor is the testimony of Clement of Alexandria, later in 

the same century, less decisive ; for, in the fourth book of his 
St,,,ornata, quoting Eph. v. 21, he says-S,o {("al ev ,-fj 'Tl'p<><; 
'Fxf;ea-~ ,ypaqm; and in his Preda,qogue he introduces a cita
tioli-' from Eph. iv. 13, 14, by a similar formula- 'Ecpeu{ot<; 
rypdf/,&Jv'. Opera, pp. 499, 88, Colon. 1688. His numerous 
other allusions refer it plainly to .the apostle Paul. 

In the next century we find Origen, in his book against 
Celsus, referring to the epistle to the Ephesians, as first in 
order, and then to the epistles to the Colossians, Thessalonians, 
Philippians, and Romans, and speaking of all these composi
tions as the words of Paul-ToV<; ITav;\,ov ;\,oryov<;. Contra 
Celsum, lib. iii. p. 122, ed. Spencer, Cantabrigire, 1677. 
Again,'in his tract On Prayer, he expressly refers to a state
ment-ev ,-fj 'Tl'po<; 'Ecf,€ulov<;. 

The witness of Tertnllian is in perfect agreement. For 
example, in his book De Monogamia, cap. v., he says-Dicit 
apostolus, ad Ephesios scribens, quoting Eph. i. 10. Again, 
in the thirty-sixth chapter of his De Prmscripti'onibus, his 
appeal is in the following terms-.Age Jam, qui voles euriosi
tatem melius exei·cere in negotio salutis tum, pereurre ecclesias 
apostolieas, apud quas ipsre adhue cathedrm apostolorum suis 
loeis prresident} apud quas ipsm autht;ntiece litterm eorum reci
tantur . . . . si pates in Asiam tendere, habes Ephesum. 
Lastly, in lib. iv. cap. 5, of his work against :Marcion, we find 
him saying- Videamus, quid legant Pliili'ppenses, Tliessaloni
censes, Ep~esii. Opera, vol. i. p. 767, vol. ii. pp. 33, 165, ed. 
Oehler, 1854. 

Cyprian, in the next age, is no less lucid; for, in the 
seventh chapter of the third book of his Test£moni'es, he uses 

b 
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this language-Paulus apostolus ad Ephesios; quoting iv. 30, 
31, and in his seventy-fifth epistle he records his opinion thus 
-sed et Paulus apostolus hoe idem adhuc aperti"us et clarius 
manifestans ad Ephesios scrioit et dicit, Chri"stus dilexit eccle
siam; v. 25. Opera, pp. 280 and 133, ed. Paris, 1836. 

Such is the verdict of the ancient church. But though its 
testimony is so decisive, it is not unanimous. Still, this 
diversity of opinion only confirms the evidence of the vast 
majority. In consequence, however, of this exception, the 
question whether the common title to this epistle be the cor
rect one, has been matter of prolonged controversy, and a 
variety of opinion still exists among expositors and critics. 
Apart from the- evidence already adduced, the settlement of 
the question depends, to a great extent, on the idea formed of 
the genuinenesss of the words Jv 'EcpeCT<p, in the first verse. 
The old versions are unanimc;>us in their favour, and among 
existing MSS. only three throw any doubt upon them. "But 
what are these among so many? " In Codex 67, they have 
been deleted by some later correctionist. In Codex B they 
stand on the margin, as an apparent supplement of the 
discovered omission by the original copyist, according to 
Hug; 1 but according to Tischendorf, on whose critical acumen 
and experience we place a higher confidence, they are an evi
dent emendation from a second and subsequent hand.2 In 
the Codex Sinaiticus yet unpublished, they are absent, but 
supplied in like manner by a later hand.3 

1 "Juxta tantum in margine a prima manu, pari elegantia et assiduitate ac 
reliqua pars operis • • • sed charactere paullo exiliori."-De Antiq. Cod. Vat. 
Commentatio, 1810. 

~ "Manu altera posteriore in margine ista suppleta sunt."-Novum Test. ii> k>c. 
seventh ed. Also more fully in Studien und Kritiken, 1846, p. 133. 

3 Tischendorf says-Multi sunt qui codicem post ipsum scriptorem attigerunt. Alii 
certos tantum libros, alii totum codicem vel certe pleraque recensuerunt, rursus alii 
non tarn recenscndo textui quam supplementis quibusdam studuerunt, ut Ammonii 

Eusebiique nnmeris addendis. Qua de re accnratiora in Prolegomenis dabimus. Is 
qui b. 1. " -EfeO""' supplevit, item ad fin.em evang. Lucae x.1%i """s'i':e.~. ,,, To, .ovei:r.,o,i, totum 
N. T. rec~nsuit. Saeculo vixisse videtur sexto exeunte vel septimo atque iu 
numero correctorum eorum qui imprimis in censum veniunt quartum Iocum occupat. 
In brevi adnotatione critica textui paginarum duodeviginli addita nobis dicitur 
corr. Ex re enim esse visum est nt correctores et aetate et scriptura et indole cog
nati nno eodemqne numero comprehendantur, nee nisi ubi certo distingni possunt 
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Origen, as quoted in Cramer's Catena, says-J7rl µbvrov 
'E I f!f I 'I. ,, ,,.. ' f ,.. " " ' cp€11'UiJV €VpoµEv 1(€LµEvov, 'TO 'TO£, OJYWl', 'TOl', OVIJ'l. "°'' 
t1J-rovµev el µ;, 7rapEA!C€£ 7rp011',C€{µevov 'TO "'TO&', J,y{w; 7"0£', 

., " I <;,, I " .. , ~ ., ' ft 'EI::/ D OVl1't, 7"£ ovvaTat 11'1]µawew· opa ovv et µ-,, Wl1'7rEp EV TTJ so f/-1 
'.,..c 'Y. M ..,.,,, d" 

8voµa <p'T}UW _eavrnv o X,P'T}µan~wv WIJ'H -ro wv, ov-rm, oi 
l ,.. '1 I ~ "\. ; "' \ ' .,.. 

JJ,€7"€X0VT€<; 'TOV OVTO',, rywovTal OVTE'i', fCQ,f\.OVf1,€VOl OWV€l €IC 7"011 

' .,. , ' 9 " 't "\. 't: ' ' ~ \ \ ' ,, , ,, µ'T} ewai e,, ,-o eivat • e5e/\,esa-ro ryap o oeo, -ra µ,71 ov,-a, 
..tNI '- ,: :, ' II ,... ' ' r-, ' ,, ' '' '' We ..,,.,,11'£V o a,v,-o, av")\o,, wa -ra ov-ra ,ca,,-apryTJl1'TJ, -

found the phrase ' to the saints tha:t are,' occurring only 
in the case of the Ephesians, and we inquire what its 
meaning may be. Observe then whether, as He who revealed 
Bis name to Moses in Exodus calls His name I AM, so they 
~«;)'are partakers of the I am, are those who be1 being ·called 
Jtlt'bf non-existence into existence-for God, as Paul himself 
s#fs; chose the things that are not that He might destroy the 
t'h:ings that are." This, however, must be compared with the 
ref'erences in Origen previously given by us. 

The declaration of Basil of Cappadocia, not unlike that of 
Origen, has often been quoted and discussed. The object of 
Basil is to show that the Son of God cannot be said to be 
begotten JE oiJ,c lJv-rrov, because he is l1vTW'i' wv; for while the 
Gentiles, who know Him not are called oiJ,c 8vrn, his own 
people are expressly named oi 8v,-e~. 'l'he following is his 
proof from Scripture, and he must have been sadly in lack of 
argument when he could resort to it:1 'A"l-.M ,cal To,, 'Erpet1'1ot, 

€'71"£11'7"€AArov o:i, "fVT}t1'{0J<, fJvwµJvot~ ,-,jj lJvn Si' E7rlf'/Vm<T€OJ<,1 
lJvra<, av,-ov, lSiatovTOJ', rovoµ,al1'EV, el'71"WV' 'TOt', arytw, 7"0£', OVlTl 

\ ~ • X ~ 'I ,.. d ' ' , ' r ~ ,ea, '7rtl1''TO£', €V purrp 'T}IJ'OV. OVT(JJ ryap !Cat Ot 7rpo TJJJ,WV 
-· <;, <;, , \ < ~ , ~ '\ - ~ ~ , I,#.,., 7rapaoeow,cal1'£1 ,cai T}µH, ev Tot<, 7ra1U,1,toi, ,-wv av-rrypa'r"'v 

evp~,caµev. "But also writing to the Ephesians, as being 
truly united by knowledge to Him WHO IS; he calls them in 
a special sense THOSE WHO ARE, saying, To the saints ,-o,, 
oVIJ't WHO ARE, and the faithful in Cluist Jesus. For thus 
those before us have transmitted it, and we have found it in 
the ancient copies." No little refinement and subtlety have 
been employed in the analysis of these words. It does not 

singn.latim indicentur. Nolitia Edi.lionis Cod,:cis Bibliorom Sinaitici, page 19, 
Lipsire, 1860. 

1 Contra Eunomium, lib, ii. cap. 19 ; Opera, ed. Garnier, tom. i. p, 254-55. 
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much concern the critical fact which Basil states, whether, 
with L'Enfant, Wolf, and Lardner, we understand him as 
basing his argument on the article To'ir;; or whether, with 
Wiggers, we regard him as discovering his mystical exegesis 
in the participle ovaw; or whether, with Michaelis and 
Koppe, we hold that To'i, oV<n is the phrase on which the 
absurd emphasis is placed. The fact is plain, that in ancient 
MSS. handed down from previous centuries, he had found the 
fast verse without the words Jv 'E<J>eurp, and thus-Tot<; ovui 
11:at muTo'ir;. Had the phrase Jv 'E<J>euq:, occurred in the 
clause, Basil's ingenuity could have found neither impulse 
nor pabulum ; and there is no proof that it ever stood in the 
verse in any other position than that occupied by it in the 
majority of Codices. Saints, says the father, are there called 
~i ovTer;-they who are-that is, persons in actual posses
sion of spiritual existence; and they receive this appellation 
after Him WHO IS-o o,v-the Being of pure and underived 
essence. The omission of the words Jv 'E<J>euq:, could only 
warrant such a phantasy, for otherwise the statement might 
have been founded as well on the initial verses of the epistles 
to Rome or Philippi. The sum of Basil's statement is, that 
in the early copies which he had consulted, Jv 'Ecpeucp was 
wanting ; but the inference is, that the words existed in the 
copies then in common circulation, nay, that the father him
self looked upon the epistle as inscribed to the church in 
Ephesus. At the same time, Basil does not state how many old 
copies he saw, nor in what countries they originated, nor what 
was their general character for accuracy. The corroborative 
assertion that himself had seen them, would seem to indicate 
that they were neither numerous nor of easy access. He does 
not appeal to the received and ordinary reading of the verse, 
but prides himself on a various reading w~ich he had dis
covered in ancient copies, and which does not seem to have 
been commonly known, and he finally interposes his own 
personal inspection and veracity as the only vouchers of his 
declaration. · 

The statement of Jerome is not dissimilar. In his Com
mentary on E_phesians i. 1, he says--:--Quidam curiosi'.us quam 
necesse est, putant ex eo, quod Moysi dictum sit: Hcec dices 
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filiis Israel, qui est misit me, etiam eos, qui Epltesi sunt, sancti 
et fideles essentim vocabulo nuncupaws, ut ab eo qui est, hi qui 
sunt appellen.tur. Alii vero simpliciter non ad eos qui sunt, sed 
qui Ephesi sancti et fideles sunt, scriptum arbitrantur. Opera, 
ed. Vallarsius, tom. vii. p. 543. " Some, with an excessive 
refinement, think from what was said to Moses-' These words 
shalt thou say to the children of Israel, HE WHO IS has sent 
me '-that the saints and faithful at Ephesus are addressed by 
a term descriptive of essence, as if from him WHO IS, they had 
been named THEY WHO ARE.. Others, indeed, suppose that 
the epistle was written not simply to those WHO ARE, but to 
those WHO ARE AT EPHESUS, saints and faithful." The lan
guage of Jerome does not warrant, so explicitly as that of 
BBllil, the supposition that he found any copies wanting the 
'1\'ords in Ephesus. At the same time, it is a strange mis
apprehension of Bottger (Beitriige, &c. iii. p. 37) and Ols
hausen to imagine, that Jerome did not himself adopt the 
common reading, when he expressly delivers his ,opinion in 
the very quotation. One would almost think, with Meyer, 
that Jerome speaks of persons who gave oi/(n a pregnant sense, 
though it stood in connection with Ell 'Ecpeurp; but the origina
tion of such an exegesis in this verse only, and in none others 
of identical phraseology, surpasses our comprehension for its 
absurdity and caprice. Probably Jerome records the mere 
fact or existence of such an interpretation, though he might 
not have seen, and certainly does not mention, any MSS. on 
whose peculiar omission it might have been founded. He 
would, in all likelihood, have pointed out the origin of the 
quaint exegesis from the absence of the local designation, if he 
had known it; and the apparent curi'ositas of the explanation 
lay in the fact, that 'TD'i<; ovuw had an evident and natural 
connection with Ev 'E<f>eup. Such a hypothesis appears to be 
warranted by the order in which he arranges the words in his 
Latin version-qui Ephesi sunt sancti et fideles-as if in order 
to give countenance to the alleged interpretation, the words 
€11 4E<f>euq:i had, in construing the sentence, been dislodged 
from their proper position. 'l'he probability is, however, that 
~ero~e refers to the passage from Orige_n already quoted; for 
In his preface he says-fllud q11oque in prefatione commoneo 
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ut sci,a,tis Origenem tria volumina in hanc epistolam conscrip
sisse, quem et nos ex parte sequuti sumus. 

The general unanimity of the ancient church is also seen in 
the peculiar and offensive prominence which was given to 
Marcion's fabrication. This heresiarch, among his other inter
polations, altered the title of the epistle, and addressed it to 
the Laodiceans-7rpo~ Aaoouda~. One of the most acute and 
vigorous of the ancient fathers thus describes and brands the 
forgery-PraJtereo hie et de alili epistola quam nos ad Ephesios 
prrescriptam habemus, hmretici vero ad Laodicenos. 
Ecclesire quidem veritate epistolam istam ad Ephesios habemus 
emissam, non ad Laodieenos: sed 1.lfarci"on ei titulum aliquando 
interpolare _qestiit, quasi et in isto _diligentissimus explorator. 
Nihil autem de titulis interest, cum ad omnes apostolus scrip
seri"t, dum ad quosdam-" I pass by in this place another 
epistle in our possession addressed to the Ephesians, but the 
heretics have inscribed it to the Laodiceans • . . . According 
to the true testimony of the church, we hold this epistle to 
have been sent to the Ephesians. But Marcion sometimes 
had a strong itching to change the title, as if in that matter 
he had been a very diligent inquirer. The question about 
titles is of no great moment, since the apostle wrote to all 
when he wrote to some." Advers. Marcion, lib. v. cap. 11, 17.; 

. Opera, ed. Oehler, vol. ii. pp. 309,323. VvT e think it a strained 
inference on the part of Meyer, that Tertullian did not read 
Ev 'E,j,Jcnp in his copies, since in such a case he would have 
appealed not to the testimony of the church, but to the words 
of the sacred text. But the testimony of the church and the 
testimony of the text were really identical, for it was only on 
the text as preserved by the church that her testimony could 
be intelligently based. By" title" in the preceding extract 
we understand, in accordance with Tertullian 's usus loquendi, 
the superscription prefixed to the epistle, not the address con
tained in ver. 1. But if :Marcion changed the extra-textual 
title, consistency must soon have obliged him also to alter 
the reading of the salutation, and change Ev 'E,j,eurp into EV 
Aaooucelq,: 'l'ertullian, then, means to· say, that Marcion in 
his critical tamperings had interfered with the constant and 
universal title of this epistle, and that he did this as the 
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avowed result of minute inquiry and antiquarian research 
(quasi diligentissimus expwrator). We know not on what his 
judgme_nt was founded. He may have found the epistle in 
circulation at Laodicea, or, as Pamelius conjectures in his 
notes on Tertulliari, it was the interpretation he attached to 
Col iv. 16.:__" And when this epistle is read among you, 
cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans ; 
and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea." Mar
cion's view was not only in contradiction of the whole church, 
but his other literary misdemeanors throw a suspicion at 
once on the .motives of his procedure, and on the sobriety and 
buatworthiness of his judgment. 
• , 'l'he. result of the whole inquiry is, that in some ancient 

·®pies :the words ev 'E<f>lcnp did not exist, and that some 
•~ns bi.lilt a doctrine upon the words of the clause as 
. i,ea& with the omission ; that the omission was not justified by 
· the current MSS. in the third and fourth centuries ; that the 
judgm-ent of the ancient church, with such slight exceptions, 
regarded the epistle as inscribed to the Ephesians; and that 
one noted heretic imagined that the current title should be 
ehanged, and the inspired letter inscribed to the Laodiceans. 

It seems strange indeed that this last opinion should have 
been adopted by any succeeding writers. Yet we find that 
several critics hold the view that the epistle was meant for 
the church at Laodicea, among whom are Grotius, Mill, Du 
Pin, Wall, Archbishop Wake, the younger Vitringa,1 Venema, 
Crellius, W etstein, Pierce, Benson, Whiston, Paley ,2 Gres
well/ Huth", Holzhausen, Rabiger6, and Constable.6 The 
only plausible argument for the theory is, that there are no 
personal references or salutations in the epistle-a circumstance 
supposed to be scarcely compatible with the idea of its being 
sent to Ephesus, a city in which Paul had lived and laboured, 
but quite in harmony with the notion of an epistle to the 

1 
Dissertatio de genuino titulo epistolre D. P. qure vulgo inscribitur ad Ephesios, 

pp. 247-379. Franequerre, 1731. 
2 Horre Paulinre, c. vi. 
3 Dissertations upon a Harmony of the Gospels, vol. iv. pp. 208, 217. Sec. Ed. 
4 Epistola ex Laodicea in encyclica ad Ephesios asservata. Erlang. 17 51. 
6 De Christologia Paulina, p. 47. Vratislavire, 1852. 
6 Essays Critical and Theological, p. 77. London, 1859. 
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church in Laodicea, in which the apostle is supposed to have 
been a stranger. But such a hypothesis cannot set aside the 
all but unanimous voice of Christian antiquity. And how 
came it that out of all copies Laodicea has dropt, and that it 
is found in no early MS. or version, and that no ancient critic 
but Marcion ever dreamed of exchanging the local terms? 
Again if Col. iv, 16 be appealed to in the phrase "the epistle 
from Laodicea," then if that is to be identified with the present 
Ephesian letter, it must hav(;l been written long prior to the 
epistle to Colosse-a conjecture at variance with many internal 
proofs and allusions; for the so-called epistle to Ephesus and 
that to Colosse were composed about the same period, and 
despatched by the same trusty messenger, Tychicus. A.nd 
how should the apostle command the Colossian church to 
salute in his name the brethren of Laodicea, if the Laodiceans 
had received such a communication by the very same mes
senger who carried the letter to Colosse, and who was charged 
to give them all minute particulars as to the apostle's welfare 
and thus comfort their hearts? 

It is also to be borne in mind, that Marcion does not fully 
bear out this theory usually traced to him; for according to 
Epiphanius, while he had some pm:ts, µep?'/, of an epistle to the 
Laodiceans, he put into his canon as the seventh of Paul's 
epistles that to the Ephesians-e/300µ,'1'/ 7rpor; 'Ecpwfou,. Hceres. 
xlii. cap. 9, p. 310, ed. Petavius; Paris, 1662. Whatever 
may be meant, in Col. iv. 16, by the epistle from Laodicea, it is 
plain that it cannot, as Stier supposes, be the epistle before us; 
and plainer still, that it cannot be the brief and tasteless 
forgery which now passes under the name of an Epistle to the 
Laodiceans. 

Another hypothesis which has received a very large support 
is, that the epistle is an encyclical letter-a species of inspired 
circular not meant for any special church, but for a varietf of 
connected communities. The idea was originated by Usher, 
in his Annales Veteris et Novi Testamenti~ under the year 64 
A.D.- Ubi notandum, in antiquis nonnullis codicibus (ut ex 
Basilii libro ii. adversus Eunomium, et Hieronymi in hunc 
Apostoli locum commentario, apparet) generatim inscri'ptam 
fuisse hanc ephtolam Totr; <V'/{oir;, Totr; ov,n, Kal 'lrUTTo'i.r; ev Xptunj> 
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'l7Ja-ov, vel (ut in litterarum encyclicarum descriptione fieri 
solebat) sanctis qui sunt .... et fidelibus in Christo Jesu, 
ac si Epliesum primo, ut prwcipuam A'siw metropotim, missa ea 
fuisset·; transmittenda i"nde ad reliquas (intersertis singularum 
,wminibus) ejusdem provinciw ecclesias: ad quarum aliquas, 
quas Paulus ipse nunquam viderat, illa ipsius verba potissimum 
spectaverint. His idea has been followed by a whole host of 
scholars and critics, by Garnier, in his note to the place cited 
in Basil,1 by Ziegler/ Hanlein/ Justi,4 and Schmid, by such 
writers of "Introductions'' as Michaelis, Eichhorn, Bertholdt, 
Credner, Schneckenburger, Hug, Feilmoser, Cellerier, Guerike, 
Home, Bottger, Schott, and Neudecker, also by Neander, 
Hemsen, Schrader, Lunemann, Anger/ vViggers, Cony beare, 

,:arid Burton, and by the commentators Bengel, Harless, Boeh
"ffl@i · Zachariae, Ruckert, Matthies, Olshausen, Baumgarten
Crnsius, Bloomfield, Meier, Macknight, Stier, and Bisping. 
These authors igree generally that Ephesus was not the 
exclusive recipient of the epistle, and the majority of them 
incline, in the face of all evidence, to hold the words Jv 
'Ecµurp as a spurious interpolation. Others, such as Beza, 

· Turner, Harless, Boehmer, Schott, Liinemann,6 Wiggers,7 
Schrader, Ellicott, Schaff,8 and Hodge, reject this line of 
proof, and build their argument on another foundation -
believing that Ephesus received the epistle, but that some 
daughter-churches in the immediate vicinity were associated 
with it. To such an opinion there is less objection, though 
while it seems to solve some difficulties, it suggests others. 
The advocates of the encyclical character of the epistle are 
not agreed among themselves. Many suppose that the 

1 The treatises by the most of these authors are well known: some of them may 
be noted. 

2 In Renke's Magazin. iv. 2, p. 225. 
• Commentat. de lectoribns, quibus epistola Pauli qure ad Ephesios missa traditur, 

vere scripta esse videatur. Erlang. 1797. 
4 V ermischte Behaudluugeu, vol. ii. p. 81. 
5 Uber den Laodicenerbrief, Leipz. 1843, replied to in Zeller's Theo). Jahrbuch 

for 1844, p. 199. 
6 De epistolm quam Paulus ad Ephesios dedisse perhibetur authentia, primis Jec

toribus, argumento summo ac consilio. Gotting. 1842. 
'1 Studien und Kritiken, 1841-42, p. 423, 
8 History of the Apostolic Church, vol. ii. p. 380, Edinburgh, 1854. 
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apostle left a blank space-To,\· ovaw • •• Kal 7ri<no'ii;, and 
that the name of the intended place was filled in either by 
Paul himself in the several copies ere they were despatched, 
or by Tychicus as opportunity prompted, or that copies were 
transcribed in Ephesus with the proper address inserted in each. 
Each of these hypotheses is shaped to serve an end-to explain 
why so many Codices have ev 'E<f,fo·rp, and none ev Aao0£Kf!lq,. 
There are some who believe that no blank room was originally 
left at all, but that the sentence is in itself complete. With 
such an extraordinary ,iew, the meaning differs according as 
ovaw is joined to the preceding a,y{oii; or the following 7runo'ii;. 
Meier and Credner join ovaw to 7rurro'ii;, and render den 
Heiligen, die auch getreu sind-" the saints who are also faith
ful," an interpretation which cannot be sustained. See under 
i. 1, pp. 3, 4. Credner propounds a worse view, and regards 
7r£CT:To'ii; as signifying genuine Pauline Christians. Schnecken
burger and Matthies connect ovaw with a,yloii;, the latter giving 
a sense-welche da sind-whicb Bengel had already advanced 
-qui prresto sunt-that is, as be explains it, in the places 
which 'rychicus was under commission to visit. Schneck
enburger renders to the saints who are really so-den Heiligen 
die es in der That sind. Gresswell holds a similar view; but 
the numerous so-called similar Greek formulre which he adduces 
are not in point. Now the usual exordiums of the apostle are 
fatal to these hypotheses, for in them not only is the place of 
destination named, even though, as in the case of Galatia, it 
include a province or circuit of churches, but the participle is 
simply used along with the local name and without pregnant 
emphasis. 

How the wor-ds, ev 'E<f,eurp, came to be dropt out of the text, 
as Basil affirms, we. know not. Perhaps some early copyist 
seeing the general nature of the epistle, left out the formula, to 
give it the aspect of universal applicability. Or, the churches 
" in Asia" claiming an interest in the apostle and his letters 
might have copies without the special local designation; or, 
as Wieseler suggests, the tendency of the second century to 
take away personal reference out of the New Testament, may 
have led to the omission, just as the words ev 'Pwµ,v are left 
out in several MSS. of the Epistle to the Romans, i. 7. 
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External evidence is thus wholly against the notion that 
either Laodicea by itself, or Ephesus with a noted cluster of 
sister communities, was the designed and formal recipient of 
this epistle. Nor is the result of internal proof more in favour 
of such hypotheses. It· is argued that the apostle sends no 
greetings to Ephesus-a very strange omission, as he had 
laboured there three years, and must have known personally 
the majority of the members of the church. But the argument 
is two:..eqged, for Paul',s long years of labour at Ephesus must 
have made him acquainted with so many Christian people 
there, that their very number may have prevented him from 
.«,n<ling any salutation. A roll far longer than the epistle itself 
might have been filled, and yet the list would have by no 
~s been exhausted. Omissions might have given offence, 
and Tychicus, who was from the same province, seems to have 
OOijD charged with all such private business. In churches 
where.the apostle knew only a few prominent individuals, they 
are greeted, as in Philippi, Colosse, Rome, and Corinth. It 
is also objected that an air of distance pervades the epistle, and 
that it indicates nothing of that familiarity which the previous 
three years' residence must certainly have induced. This idea 
is no novelty. Theodoret, in the preface to his Exposition, 
refers to some who were led to suppose from such language 
that Paul wrote this letter before he had visited the Ephesians 
at all. Euthalius1 and the author of the Synopsis of sacred 
Scripture found in the works of Athanasius,2 express a similar 
opinion. To such statements, either in their simple or more 
exaggerated form, we certainly demur, as the proofs adduced 
in their behalf do by no means sustain them. The expression 
in i. 15 has been usually fixed on-" Wherefore I also, after 
I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints." But this statement is no proof that Paul was a 
stranger. It rather indicates the reverse, as may be seen by 
consulting our comment on the place. Dr. Davidson and 
others instance the similar use of ,h:ovaa,;- in the letter to 
Philemon, so that the inference based on the 11se of the 
term in Ephesians cannot be justified. The same remarks 

1 Zacagnii, Collectanea .Jffonumentorum Vet. Eccles. &c. p. 524. Paris, 1698. 
2 Athanasius, Opera, tom. iii. p. 191, ed. Benedict. Paris, 1698. 
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apply to other passages commonly adduced to prove the 
encyclical nature of the Ephesian epistle. In -iii. 2 the 
apostle says - &t€ ~1<,ovcraTE, rendered by some - " if ye 
have heard of the dispensation of grace committed to me for 
you." But the phraseology does not express doubt. Con;. 
stable maintains that &t€ everywhere has the idea of doubt 
attached to it. Essays, p. 90. But the statement is unguarded, 
as the particle puts the matter in a hypothetical shape, and 
by its use and position takes for granted the truth of what is 
stated or assumed. Klotz-Devarius ii. p. 308. Constable also 
refers to the commendation given to '11ychicus, vi. 21, as if 
that implied that he was a stranger. But Tychicus might be 
of Asia, and yet not of Ephesus-while the eulogy pronounced 
upon him is a species of warrant, that whatever he said about 
the apostle and his private affairs to them might be absolutely 
credited; for he was intimate with the apostle-" beloved" 
-and he was trusty. On the other hand, there are not a few 
distinct intimations of the writer's personal knowledge of those 
whom he addressed. He writes to them as persons whom he 
knew as sealed with the Spirit, as exhibiting the possession 
of faith and love-the Gentile portion of them as one with 
the believing Jews-as so well acquainted with him that they 
were prone to faint at his sufferings, as having enjoyed distinct 
and plenary instruction, and as taking such a deep interest 
in his personal affairs, that they would be comforted by the 
appearance of Tychicus. And these statements are also direct 
language, pointedly addressed to one community, and not 
vaguely to an assemblage of churches, unless they were 
regarded as one with it. In short, the letter is intended for 
advanced Christians; and such surely were those, so many of 
whom had for so long a period enjoyed instruction from the 
apostle's own lips. Some years had elapsed since he had been 
at Ephesus, and, perhaps, on that account personal reminis
cences were not inserted into the comm_unication. "Nothing," 
as Dr. Davidson says, "is more unjust than to restrict the 
apostle of the Gentiles, in his writings, to one unvarying 
method." The opinion of W etstein, Lunemann, and De 
W ette, that this epistle is written to Gentile converts, while 
the church at Ephesus was composed principally of Jews, 
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is not according to the facts of the history, nor according 
to the language of the epistle. It is true that the first 
members of that church were Jews, and that the twelve 
converted disciples of John seem to have formed its nucleus. 
But was not Paul forced to leave the synagogue? and 
what raised the ferment about the falling off in the sale of 
shrines? Still we cannot accede to some commentators and 
Dr. Davidson, that when Paul, in the first chapter, uses 
7iµe'i,; he means himself and the Jewish converts ; but when 
he employs vµei,r;, the Gentile disciples are alone intended. 
There is no hint that such is the case; and is it solely for the 
Ge:ntile Christians that the magnificent prayer in the first 
CJh,apter is presented? There is nothing so distinctive about 
'fyv~ n as to confine it to Jews, or about "ye " as to restrict 
Ui: to heathens, save where, as in ii. 11, the apostle marks 
the limitation himself. 

Timothy indeed is mentioned in the salutation to the Colos
~_ians, but not in that to the Ephesians. But this fact affords 
no argument against us ; for no matter in what form the solu
tion is offered, whether Timothy be supposed to have been 
absent from Rome, or to have been in Ephesus, or to have 
been a stranger at the time to the Ephesian church-no 
matter which hypothesis is adopted, the absence of the name 
does not prove the encyclical character of the epistle. There 
may be many reasons unknown to us why 'l'imothy's name 
was left out. If Timothy came to Ephesus soon after the 
arrival of the epistle, Tychicus might have private information 
to comi:p.unicate a.bout him, or have a letter from himself. So 
that as his personal teaching was so soon to be enjoyed, this 
epistle emanates solely from the great apostle. 

We are therefore brought to the conclusion that the epistle 
was really meant for and originally entituled to the church 
at Ephesus. The strong external evidence is not weakened 
by internal proof or statement ; the seal and the superscription 
are not contradicted by the contents. Such was the opinion of 
the ancient church as a body, as seen in its MSS., quotations, 
commentaries, and all its versions ; of the medireval church ; 
and in more modern times of the commentators Calvin, Bucer, 
Wolf, Estius, Crocius, Piscator, Cocceius, Witsius, Zanchius, 
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Bodius, Rollock, Aretius, Van Til, Roell, Quandt, Fergusson, 
Dickson, Chandler, Whitby, Lardner, and more recently of 
Cramer, Morns, Meyer, Davidson, Stuart,1 Alexander,2 Rinck,3 
Wurm,4 Wieseler,5 Alford, Newland, and Wordsworth. 

III.-GENUINENESS OF THE EPISTLE. 

The proofs that the apostle Paul wrote this letter are 
stronger still than those which vouch for the correctness of its 
present title. It may be doubted, with Meyer, whether at 
least the first of the two citations usually adduced from the 
twelfth chapter of Polycarp's letter to the Philippians be one 
from this epistle, since it may be regarded as taken from the 
Old Testament; and perhaps the formula introducing both is 
more usually employed in reference to the Old Testament 
than the New. Patres .Apostolici, ed. Jacobson, vol. ii. p. 487. 
In the fi~st chapter of the same letter there is a quotation from 
Eph. ii. s, 9-5-n xaptTt EtT'ie tTetTIDtTµevai, OVK €~ lpryrov. Id. vol. 
ii. p. 466. Besides the authorities already given, we might 
refer to Origen, who, in his Commentary on John, says-Ilroc; 
o ITavA.a~ <p'f/tTl '!fav, tca11Jµe0a 'iEKVa <f,va-et opry'YI<;, Again, in 
his Uommentary on Matthew, he refers to Eph. v. 32, under 
the same heading-w~ Ilaii:X.o~ <p'TltT~v. Commentaria, ed. 
Huet. vol. i. p. 497, ii. p. 315. From Polycarp downwards, 
through the succession of patristic correspondents, apologists, 
and commentators, the evidence is unanimous, and even Mar
cion did not secede from this catholic unity, nor apparently 
did the Valentinians. Irenreus, .Adv. Hceres., § i. 8, 5. The 
heretics, as well as the orthodox, agreed in acknowledging 
the Pauline authorship. The quotations already adduced in 
reference to the title, are, at the same time, a sample of the 
overwhelming evidence. But De W ette, Usteri, Baur, and 

1 Notes to Fosdick's English Translation of Hug's lntrorluction, p. 757, Andover, 

1836. 
2 In Kitto's Cyclopredia ; Art. Epistle to the Ephesians. 
8 Studien und Kritiken, 1849, p. 946-under the title Kann der Epheserbriefan 

die Geme:inde zu Ephesus geri.chtet seyn? von W. Fr. Rinck, Pfarrer Zu Grenzbach 
im Badischen Oberlande. 

4 Tttbiu.,.Streitschriften, 1833, p. 97. 
5 Chronologie des Apost. Zeitalt. p. 442, &c. 
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Schwegler, have risen up against this confronting host of 
authorities, and cast suspicion on the Pauline origin. Ewald, 
too, in his di'e Sendsehreiben des .Apostel Paulus, &c., omits the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, and regards the salutations in the 
last chapter of Romans as a fragment of an epistle sent to 
Ephesus. Not that there is any external fact in their favour; 
nor that any ancient writer falters in his belief, or hints that any 
of his predecessors or contemporaries had the least hesitation. 
Nay, the evidence may be traced back to the first link: for 
the apostle John lived long at Ephesus, and there Polycarp 
must have learned from him that Paul was the author; while 
Irenreus, who is so decided in his testimony, enjoyed the tuition 
of Polycarp. And what shall we say of the additional witness 
of Ignatius and Origen, of Clement and 'l'ertullian, Basil and 
Cyprian? But these German critics have a test of their own, 
and they apply it at once, not to the external history or chain 
of proof, but to the contents of the epistle. So thoroughly do 
they believe themselves imbued with the spirit and idiom of 
the inspired writer, that they can feel at once, and by an infalli
ble sense, whether any composition ascribed to him be genuine 
or spurious. They may not be able to detail the reasons of 
their critical feeling, but they rely with calm self-possession on 
their resthetical instincts. 

De W ette adduces against the genuineness of this epistle, 
its dependency (Abhangigkei't) on that to the Colossians-a 
thing, he says, without example, except in the case of the 
first Epistle to Timothy which is also spurious. This epistle 
is only a mere "verbose expansion "-wortrei'che Erweiterung 
-of that to the Colossians, and besides there are against it the 
employment of unusual words, phrases, parentheses, digres
sions, and pleonasms, and an indefinite U npauline colour and 
complexion, both in doctrine and diction. Einleit. i'n N. T. 
§ 146. Take a sample of the resemblances from the first 
chapters of both epistles :-

EPHESIANS, 

i. 4-s]voc, i)µ,ri,,; arfou,; "°'; aµ,w

µ,ou,; "ct7'EYWl'l'IOV uii'l"ou. 

COLOSSIANS, 

i. 22-IIupM'l"ijil'cu uµ,ri,; ayfou,; 
"u) aµ,wp,ou,; ,to,) aV<)"%A*'l"OU0 %U'l'E

VW1/'IOV uiirou. 
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EPHESIANS. 

i. 7-' Ev ,;i sx;oµ,ev T~V rJi7f'O/\U'f'

gwim o,u rou a7µ,aro,; avroi:i, v-~v 

a'l!MIV rl:Jv '7f(ZffZ'IT'f'r,JfJ,U'f'WV. 

i. 10-Ei; oJxovoµ,iav v-oi:i '7fA'1'/fW

µ,aro,; 'f'WV xa1pwv, tiva'X.f'l!(Zf\(ZIW

(l'(Zlf.1m ru w&1m ev nji Xpurr,ji, ru 

EV 'f'OIG ovpavoi,; 'X.a) '(t/, e'lf'} rn,; rn,;, 

i. 21-'Ywepavw 'ITaa',i,; tipx;n, 

,r,ai sgoutJia,; %al otmiµ,ew,; 'X,a,} 'X.Uf/0-

'l"')'l"OG 'X.al 'ITavro,; /n6µ,aro,; ovoµ,a~o-

µ/Svou oU ~6t101J ihi ,-i alW~, 'l'06't''f 

ti)..)..tt, xal iv rcji µ,~)..)..ovT1. 

COLOSSI.A.NB. 

i. 14-'Ev 'f1 ex;oµ,ev 'f'~V U'ITO/\U-
' Jf ~ . ~ 'l"fWff1v, 'f'')V a1eff1v 'f'WV aµ,ap'f'IWV. 

i. 2O-Ka) ol a/irov U"l'O'X,(Z'f'(Z/\-

1\a~a, .,,c); '71'UV'f'ct. ei,; avrov, elp,ivo

'11'0/~ffa,; 01u roi:i aJµ,aro,; rov ffraupoi:i 

aurou, o/ aurov, Si'f'S '{'t/, E'll'i 'l"n,; 7ij,; 

e'fre 'l"IZ sv 'f'Oi,; oupavoi,;. 

i. 16-18-"or, EV au'l"r(i sxrfi/.'},i 

'f'IX '71'avra .,,c); sv 'f'Ot"s oupavoi.; ,r,a) 'f'U 

e'7fl rij,; 7ij,;, ra oparc); ,r,ai ra &6panx, 

sire ~p6vo1 sirs xup16rrire,; sire &px;al 

S/'f'S 1gout1fa1. 'f'U '71'UV'f'a o,' a/irou 'Kai 

el,; (ZtJ'f'OV 6X'f'l(J''f'CJ,I. 11Kal avr6,; Ef!'f'IV 

'll'po '7fUV1'WV 'X,r:t,} 'l"IX '71'UV'f'CJ, SV avrrif 

IJUV511'f''1'/XEV. 18Ka) avr6,; Eff'f'IV ~ XEf}

r:t,/\~ 'l"OU ffwµ,aro,;, rij,; sx:x),,i11ia,;· Ii; 

Eff'f'IV &px~, 'll'fW'/'O'f'O'X.OG EX 'f'WV V,'11,pl:Jv, 

7va rev,ira, sv </1'(1,ff/V aurli,; 'll'fW'l"SUWV. 

These resemblances are not so strong as to warrant the idea 
of imitation. The thought and connection are different in 
both epistles. Thus in Eph. i. 4 perfection is presented as 
the end or ideal of the eternal choice ; but in Col. i. 22 it is 
held out as the result of Christ's death. The forgiveness of 
sins in Eph. i. 7 is introduced differently from Col. i. 14, though 
in both places it is in natural connection with Christ; in the 
first as a sequence of predestination, but in the second as an 
element of redemption, and as introductory to a deBcription of 
the Redeemer's person. The references to the final effects of 
Christ's death, in the two epistleB, are also different, both in 
introduction and aspect ; it is re-capitulation in Eph. i. 10, 
and reconciliation in Col. i. 20. In Eph. i. 21 the apostle 
pictures Christ's official exaltation over all the heavenly hosts, 
but in Col. i. 16, 18 he represents Christ as Creator, and there
fore Head or Governor by essential and personal right. In 
both epistles ChriBt is ICE<paA~, and the church is U'wµ-a; but 
the accompanying illustration is different. 

Other similar terms are selected by De Wette-7r).~pwµ-a, 

Eph. i. 23-Col. i. 19, ii. 9 ; µ-wr~ptov, Eph. i. 9-Col. i. 26 i 
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,ea, vµ,a<; lJvTa<;, Eph. ii. 1-Col. i. 13. Then come such phrases, 
as 7reptToµ,r, xeip<moi17To<;, Eph. ii. ll-wepm1µ,~ axeipowot7j-
7o<;, Col. ii. 11; a.7r17"X,°A,0Tptroµ,Jvoi, Eph. ii. 12, and Col. i. 21 ; 
EV ooryµ,aaw, Eph. ii. 15, and in Col. ii. 14; U7T"OKaTaAAatat, 
Eph. ii. 16, and Col. i. 20. These resemblances, like the 
previous ones, are however in connections so different that 
they are proofs of originality, and not of imitation. 

De W ette finds many other parallels, both in the thoughts 
of the general sections, and also in particular phrases ; those 
in Ephesians being moulded from those in Colossians. Thus 
the paragraph, iii. 1-21, is said to be from Col. i. 24-291 and 
the practical section, Eph. iv. 17-vi. 20, is alleged to be from 
Col. iii. 5-iv. 4. Still these and many other similarities 
adduced by the objector are by no means close; some of them 
are not even striking p~rallels, and they have no tame or ser
vile air about them. The passages in Ephesians are as bold, 
free, and natural, as they are in Colossians. There is nothing 
aoout them betraying imitation; nothing like a cautious or 
artistic selection of Pauline phrases, and setting them anew, 
as if to disguise the theft and trick out a spurious letter. Even 
Baur, who denies the Pauline authority of both epistles, admits 
that both may have had the same author. Paulus, p. 455-
Dass der Epheserbrief in einem secundaren Verhaltniss zum 
Colosserbrief stelit, geld aus allem klar hervor, ob er aver viel 
spiiter geschrieben ist und einem andern zum Verfasser hat kann 
bezweifelt werden. f{ollten ni"cht beide Briefe zusammen als 
Bruderpaar in die Welt ausge.9angen seyn? Besides, as Meyer 
has remarked, so far from Ephesians being a verbose expan
sion of Colossians, as De Wette asserts, it shows in several 
places a brevity of allusion where there is fuller statement in 
Colossians. Compare Eph. i. 15, 17-Col. i. 3-6 ; Eph. 
iv. 32-Col. iii. 12-14. The apostle's use of the quotation 
from the 68th Psalm, in iv. 8, is brought against him by 
De Wette, and, if so, what then shall we say of Rom. x. 6 
and x. 18? 'l'he quotation in v. 14 is said by De W ette 
to be from an unbiblical writing, and therefore unapostolic 
in manner; but it is rather a free quotation from Isa. Ix. ] , 
and is not without parallel even in the gospels. :M:att. ii. 
15, 23. Objections are also taken to the demonology, ii. 2, 

C 
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vi. 12, that it is exceptional; and to the characteristic epithets 
or clauses connected with the name of God, that they are 
singular,· as in i. 17, iii. 9, 15, &c. Other peculiarities, as 
the prohibition of stealing and the comparison of Christ to 
a bridegroom, are brought forward for the same end. We 
may reply that not only are such representations apostolic, 
but that they are also Pauline, for in other Pauline writings, 
in some form or other, they find a place. The Epistle to the 
Ephesians has certainly no system of dogmas or circle of allu
sions peculiar to itself. It does in some points resemble that 
to the Colossians-but surely if two letters are written by 
the same person, about the same period, and upon kindred 
subjects, similarity of diction will inevitably occur. It would 
be the merest affectation to seek to avoid it, nor do the strictest 
notions of inspiration forbid it.. The mind insensibly vibrates 
under the influence of former themes, and the earlier language 
unconsciously intrudes itself. And if the topics, though gene
rally similar, are specifically different, we expect in the style 
generic resemblances, but specific variations. De Wette edited 
the correspondence of Luther, but he has not rejected any 
letter, which, written in the same month with a previous one 
upon some similar themes, is not unlike it in spirit and phrase. 
Such a phenomenon occurs in this epistle, for many of its 
verses contain diction somewhat similar to correspondent pas
sages in Colossians. It is like that to the Colossians, and yet 
unlike it-not with the tawdry and dull similarity of imitation, 
disguised by the artful sprinkling of a few discrepancies ; but 
it has that likeness which springs from unity of contempo
raneous origin and theme, and that difference which results, at 
the same time, from living independent thought. And if it 
do contain un-Pauline thoughts and diction, how came it to be 
received? how was the forgery not detected? The reasoning 
against its genuineness seems to be on this wise.-It is so 
like Colossians that it cannot be an original document; but it 
is also so unlike other Pauline letters, that it cannot be ascribed 
to Paul. 'l'he statement neutralizes itself. If usual words 
prove it an imitation, what do the unusual words prove? 
Does not rather the natural combination of the so-called usual 
and unusual phrases mark it as a document akin to the other 



ITS PAt;LINE SPIRIT AND STYLE. xx:x:v 

production, and having a purpose, at the same time, peculiar 
to itself? Every original composition on a distinct topic pre
sents those very characteristics and affinities. But the whole 
is Pauline in spirit and form. As in the other acknowledged 
writings of Paul, so you have here the same easy connection 
of thought, by means of a series of participles-the same 
delight in compmmd terms, especially formed with {nrep, and in 
words that border on pleonasm-the4 same tendency to go off 
at a word, and strike into a parenthesis-the same recurrence 
of ,yap and 6n introducing a reason, and of Tva pointing to a 
high and final cause-the same culmination of an argument, 
in the triumphant insertion of ov µ,ovov and µ£),.,)wv Se-the 
same favourite formula of a conclusion or deduction in lipa ovv 
-the same fondness for abstract terms, with the accumulation 
of exhaustive epithets~the same familiar appeal to the Old 
Testament, and striking illustrations drawn from it-the 
same occasional recurrence to personal authority and inspired 
warrant, in a mighty and irresistible eryro or cp11µ,t-the same 
irregular and inconsequent syntax, as if thought jostled thought 
-the same rich and distinctive terminology that calls the 
gospel µ,vun7pwv, and prefixes 7r}.,ovTo<; to so many of its 
blessings; that includes OiKaiouvv11, 7r[un,;, 11,}.,fjui,;, K:a-ra"}\,
Aaty'I], and ,w11 among its distinctive doctrines ; that places 
vio0eu{a, olKoooµ,iJ, dvaKalvr.oui,;, and 7rpouaryroryiJ among its 
choicest privileges; that gives Jesus the undivided honour of 
uroT17p, Ke<paX17, Kvpto<;, and KptT1J<;; and in its ethics opposes 
'1f'vevµ,a to uap~, finds its standard in v6µ,o,;, its power in 
0&1r,,,, and its reward in eX1r{,; with its rich and eternal 
K).,7lpovoµ,la. The style and theology of Paul are the same 
here as elsewhere ; and we are struck with the same lofty 
genius and fervid eloquence ; the same elevated and self'.. 
denying temperament; the same throbbings of a noble and 
yearning heart ; the same masses of thought, luminous and 
many-tinted, like the cloud which glows under the reflected 
splendours of the setting sun; the same vigorous mental grasp 
which, amidst numerous digressions, is ever easily connecting 
truths with first principles-all these, the results of a master 
mind into which nature and grace had poured in royal pro
fusion their rarest and richest endowments. 
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If, therefore, there be generic sameness in the two epistles 
to Ephesus and Colosse, it is only in keeping; but if there be 
specific difference it is only additional resemblance. If there 
should be thirty-eight lhra~ )..eryoµ,eva in this epistle, there are 
forty in the first two chapters of Colossians, above a hundred 
in Romans, and no less than two hundred and thirty in the 
1st Epistle to the Corinthians. (See our Introduction to Colos
sians.) The writer does use some peculiar terms, but why not? 
Might there not be many reasons in the modes of thought 
and speech peculiar to Ephesus, and perfectly familiar to the 
apostle, that led him to use in this epistle such words and 
phrases as EV TO~S' E7rovpavwts-, i. 3, 20, ii. 6, iii. 10, vi. 12 ; 
7(1, 7TV€Vf1,aTtKd,) Yi. 12 j Otaf]o)..os-1 iv, 27 1 Yi. 11 j ICO<Tf1,0Kpd,TWp1 

vi. 12; a-wriJpwv, vi. 16; ol,covoµ,ta, i. 10, iii. 2, 9; µ,u<TT1)
pwv, v. 32; 'TTArJpruµ,a, i. 23; ev)..o'Yta,i. 3; alwv, ii. 2; 7rept-
7ro{'1}<rtS-, i. 14; acp0apala, vi. 24; µ,av0avew, iv. 20; cJ>wrLtew, 
iii. 9; 'TTA'TJpOva-0at ev, v. 18, and els-, iii. 19; f]a<TtAe{a TOV 
0eov ,cal Xpt<rrov, v. 5; TO 0€A'TJf1,a TOV ,cup{ou, v. 17. 'l'he 
forms of construction excepted against are without any diffi
culty, such as Zva with the optative, i. 17, iii. 16, ta-re 'YlVW<T
KovTes-, v. 5; and Zva cpofJfjra,, v. 33. Nor is there any 
stronger proof of Sfuriousness in the want of the article in the 
instances adduced by the objector. Any forger who had studied 
the apostle's style, could easily have avoided such little singu
larities. In fine, what De W ette calls pleonasms (Breite und 
Pleonasmus), as in i. 19, vi. 10, are clauses where each word 
has its distinctive meaning; various relations and aspects of 
one great idea being set out in their connection or develop
ment. And if the epistle be a forgery, it is a base one, for 
the author of it distinctly and frequently personates the apostle 
-" I Paul"-" I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ," &c., &c. 
Indeed, the imitation is so good, that De W ette ascribes it 
t? the first century, and to a pupil of the apostle's. We can 
scarcely suppose that an imposition so gross could be associated 
with a genius so lofty as that which has composed such a letter. 
Nor can we imagine that the Ephesian church would not detect 
the plagiarism. This "discerning of spirits " was one of their 
special gifts, for the keen and honest exercise of which the 
Saviour eulogizes them when he says: "Thou hast tried them 
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which say they are apostles and are not, but hast found theni 
liars." Rev. ii. 2. 

There _is, as we have said, that natural difference of style 
which arises from difference of subject and situation, in itself 
a proof of Pauline authorship. But we deny that there is any 
inferiority, such as De vV.ette complains of, or any of that 
verbosity, tedious and imperfect illustration, or superfluity of 
terms which are adduced by him as objections. The style 
betokens fulness of thought and a r~ch mind. There is order 
without system, reasoning without technical argument, pro
gress without syllogistic landmarks, the connection free and 
pliant as in a familiar letter-all converging on one great end, 
and yet with a definite aim in the several parts. The imme
diate terms are clear and precise, and yet the thoughts are 
su·perposed-

" With many a winding bout 
In linked sweetness long-drawn out." 

Each surge may be guaged, but the advancing tide is beyond 
measurement. 

Therefore the attack of De Wette, faintly responded to by 
Usteri in his preface to his Paulin. Lehrbegr{'ff, is wholly 
unwarranted. It is based upon critical caprice, and upon a 
restless subjectivity which gives its mere tastes the auth

0

ority 
of argument. Though so often self-deceived and exposed, it 
still deludes itself viith a consciousness of immense superi
ority, as if in possession of a second and subtle inspiration. 
We place in opposition to De W ~tte's opinion the following 
testimonies:-

Chrysostom, no mean judge of a Greek style, says in his 
preface to his Commentary, that as Ephesus was a place of 
intellectual eminence-mii-ra oe iJµiv ovx aw).,wr; elp71-rai, a,).,).,' 

rorne oe'i~ai, 15-ri 7ro'J,.,)vi}r; loei 7''{) IIav).,qi 0"71"0VO~<; 7ipor; EKElvov<; 
f,I,. A' S,' \ \ Q 0' ~ I , ~ rypa't'oV7't. erye-rai oe Kat Ta ,.,a v-repa -rwv vo71µanov av-roir; 

Ef1,7rl<TT€VO"al lhe 17071 1'aT'l]X'l]µivot<;. "Eun 0€ vo71µa-rwv µeaT~ 
' , " \ '•'= ~ \ s, , \ '.,. " ~ 77 f7it0"7'0"-7J v.1,,1).wv ,cai oo,yµa-rwv Kai Vy7J"-wv 
CT<poopa ryeµet TWV vo71µa-rwv ,cal inrepo,YKWV. ''A ,yap µ71oaµov 
uxeociv e<f>0e,y~a-ro TaVTa ev-raii0a 07Jh-Ol. " Paul would neces
sarily take great pains and trouble in writing to the Christi-ans 
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there. He is said to have intrusted them with his profonnde~t 
conceptions, as they had been already so highly instructed, 
and the epistle is full of lofty conceptions and doctrines," &c. 
Jerome says in his preface-Nunc ad Eplies1'os transeundum 
est, medi'am apostoli epistolam, ut ordine ita et sensibus. Mediam 
autem dico, non quo primas sequens, extremis major · sit, sed 
quomodo cor animalis in medi'o est, ut ex hoe intelligatis quantis 
dijjicultatibus, et quam profundis qucestionibus involuta sit. 
Erasmus testifies-Idem in hac epistola Pauli fervor, eadem 
profunditas, idem omnino spfritus ac pectus. Passing Luther 
and others, we refer to Witsius, who adds in his Meletemata 
Leidensia (p. 192), in higher phraseology-Ita vero universam 
reUgionis Ohi·isti.anre summam divina hac epi'.stola exponit, ut 
exuberantem quandam non sermonis tantum E1,angelici 1rapp'T/
ulav, sed et Spiritus Sancti vim et sensum, et clwritatis Oltris
tian(JJ fiammam quandam ex electo illo pectore emi'cantem, et 
liwis dim'na?, fulgorem quendam admirabilem inde elucentem, et 
fontem aqure vivce inde scaturi'entem, aut ebullientem potius, 
animadvertere liceat : idque tanta copia, ut superabundans illa 
cordis plenitudo, ipsa ani'mi sensa i"ntimosque conceptus, con
ceptus autem. verba prolata, verba deni<JUe priora qureque 
subseq_uentia, premant, urgeant, obruant. Grotius, too, no enthu
siast, thus 'describes it-Berum sublimi'tatem adcequans V€rbis 
sublimioribus quam ulla unq_uam ltabuit lingua !tumana. " In 
this," says Coleridge, "the divinest composition of man, is 
every doctrine of Christianity, first, those doctrines peculiar 
to Christianity, and secondly, those precepts common to it 
with natural religion." Table Talk, p. 82. London, 1851. 
Similar testimonies might be taken from Eichhorn's Einleitung, 
and from the prefaces of several of the commentators. 

The attack upon the genuineness of this epistle (or rather 
both epistles, for Colossians is set aside as well as Ephesians) 
by the Tubingen school of criticism, is of a different nature. 
Their idea is, that the epistle is a compositfon of the second cen
tury, and that it had its origin in the Valentinian Gnosticism. 
Baur,1, the Coryphreus of the party, has openly maintained 

1 Der Apostel Pacius, sein Leben nnd Wirken, &c., p. 420, &e., Stuttgart, 1845; 
or his Kritische Miscellen znm Epheserbrief in Zeller's Theolog. J ahrb. 1844, 
p. 378. Baur died in December, 1860. 
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the extraordinary hypothesis. Schwegler,1 Zeller, and 
Schneckenburger have gone beyond their master in extrava
gance ; while Bruno Bauer2 has surpassed them all in anti
Pauline bitterness and absurdity. 

This hypothesis has its origin in the leading error of the 
Tiibingen school, viz., that the original type of Christianity 
was nothing more than Ebionitism, and that its expansion by 
the apostle of the Gentiles was in direct antagonism to Peter, 
James, and the rest of the apostolical college. In proof, it 
is maintained that John, in speaking of only twelve apostles, 
in the Apocalypse, xxi. 14, excludes Paul from the sacred 
number, and that he praises these very Ephesians for having 
sifted and rejected his claims, when he says: " Thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not; but hast 
found them liars." It is surely needless to dwell on the refu
tation of such an uncritical statement. An excellent reply to 
the whole delusion will be found in a recent work of Lechler, 
IJas Apostolische und Nachapostolische Zei"talter, &c., 2nd ed
Stuttgart, 1857. 

In fact, the entire theory is a huge anachronism. The 
Gnosticism of the second century was not wholly unchristian 
either in idea or nomenclature, but it took from Scripture 
whatever in thought or expression suited its specious theo
sophy, and borrowed such materials to a large extent from the 
epistles of the New Testament.3 Such a procedure may be 
plainly proved. The same process has been repeated in 
various forms, and in more recent times in Germany itself. 
The inference is not, as these critics hold, that the epistles to 
Colosse and Ephesus are the product of Gnosticism in array 
against Ebionitism, but only that the Gnostic sophists gilded 
their speculations with biblical phraseology. As well, were it 
not for the long interval of centuries, might we infer that the 
pantheism of Strauss originated no little of the language of 
the apostle John, rather than was copied from it ; or that the 
Book of Mormon was the source of the original Scripture, and 

l Das Nachapostollsche Zeitalter, &c. ii. 325, 325. Tu bingen. 1846, passim. 
2 Kritik der Paulinischen Briefe, iii. p. 101. Berlin, 1852. 
3 De Origine Ep. ad Coloss. et Eph. a critids Tubingensibus e Gnosi Valentiniana 

deducta. Scripsit Albertus Kloepper, Theo!. Lie. Gryphire, 1853. 
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not, as it is, a clumsy and recent caricature. We may well 
ask-'-How could a document so distinctly Gnostic be accepted 
by tlie church, which was ever in conflict with Gno_sticism? 

Baur and his followers hold that this epistle is a Gnostic 
effusion, because of its exalted views of the person and reign of 
Christ, its allusions to various ranks in the heavenly hierarchy, 
its repeated employment of the term 1r)./iproµa and its allied 
verb, and its doctrine of the re-capitulation of all things in 
Christ, as if such teaching and even diction were not common in 
Paul's acknowledged epistles addressed to European churches.1 

Thus the Christology is offen8ive to Baur, Eph. i. 20, though 
the idea is found in 1 Cor. xv. 24. Why should not the apostle 
develop his ideas more fully on some points, in addressing 
churches" in a region where errors on the same point might 
soon intrude? What connection have Gnostic ooons-shadowy 
and impalpable emanations from the Bythos or from one 
another-with those thrones and dominions, principalities and 
powers, over which Christ Jesus presides as Governor. Nay, 
the Gnostics distinguished Christ and Jesus as reons ; the 
former having, in fact, sent the latter as Saviour. The theo
sophic speculations of the Valentinians are applied by Baur to 
the term 1r)./iproµa, in a way that is wholly unwarranted by 
its occurrence in both epistles. In this epistle the term is 
applied to time, as marked out by God, and so fulfilled or 
filled up; to the church as filled by Christ, and to God as 
denoting His spiritually perfect nature; and to Christ in the 
phrase, "the stature of the fulness of Christ." But in such 
phrases there is no allusion to any metaphysical notion of the 
Absolute, either to what contains it or what is contained in it. 
Most certainly in the nuptial illustration, v. 25, &c., there 
is no reference to male and female reons, or to the Suzygies 
of the Valentinian system-such as that of the J\,6ryo,; with 
tro1 from whom were generated &v8pro1ro,; and EICKA'YJUta, as if 
the relation of Christ to His church were a similar relation 
-absolute essence realizing and developing itself in a con
crete Being, as the wife is the complement of the man
,cara uusvrylav. One may indeed wonder how Baur could 
dream that in iii. 10-" that now unto the principalities and 

1 Rabiger, De Christologia Paulina contra Baurium. Vratislavire, 1852. 
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powers in the heavenly places might be made known by 
the church the manifold wisdom of God "-was contained the 
Gnostic idea of the reon CTocf>{a struggling to be united with 
{3v06.,, and her final return to the '1T'"X,1proµ,a through the 
CTVi;vyla between Christ and His i!,,c,c-X,rwla. Or who besides 
Baur could imagine that in the phrases-,.:aTa TOV alwva TOV 

f .f ' I \ \ r. ',.. ""' , I ,couµ,ov TOVTOV; €£', '1T'aCTa<, Ta<; "f€V€a<, TOV airovo<; TOJV au,wrov; 
'1T'po0ea-L<; Twv alwvrov-there is a reference-to the relation which 
the Gnostic reons sustained to God, as the primal extra
temporal unity of time individualizing Himself in them as 
periods, or to their relation to another in sexual union and 
development? Nay more, in the phrases-" as is now revealed 
unto His holy apostles and prophets-ye are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets "-the quick eye of 
Baur discovers traces of _Montanism-because in it prophets 
had a high and honoured place as the organs of divine com
munication. So that in his opinion the man who wrote those 
phrases must have lived at a period when so-called prophets 
e~joyed apostolic honour, and that he thus unconsciously betrays 
himself and the lateness of his time. As if in Acts, Romans, 
and 1st Corinthians there were no allusion to this class of men, 
or as if all those documents too had a post-apostolic origin! 
And then Baur would require to tell us how two systems so 
opposed as Montanism and Gnosticism could thus coalesce 
in the same epistle. The epithet <'uyto.,, applied to the 
apostles and prophets, betrays, according to De W ette also, 
a late origin, and the writer manifests his lateness by his 
anxiety to identify himself and exalt himself-as an apostle, 
a prisoner for the Gentiles-a minister, less than the least of 
all saints-an ambassador in chains. What is this objec
tion but dictating to the apostle how he - shall write when 
an old man in a prison, what amount of personal reference 
shall go into his letters, or how large or small shall be the 
subjective elements in his communication to any particular 
community, and through it to all churches and for all 
time? The expression-" less than the least of all saints" 
-is in no way inconsistent with such an exalted assertion 
as-" by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; " 
for this refers to official function, and that only to personal 
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emotion. A more decided contrast is found in 1 Cor. xv. 9-
" the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an 
apostle;" and 2 Cor. xi. 5-" I was not a whit behind the 
very chiefest apostles." Surely, then, the resemblance which 
the subsequent Gnosticism bears to these doctrines in its 
theosophy and angelology, is a proof that it borrowed the 
shadowy likeness, but no proof that out of it were manu
factured the apostolic documents. In fine, the whole scheme 
has been overwhelmed with confusion; for it has been proved 
by citations from Hippolytus,1 that some books of the New 
Testament are quoted by him more than half-a-century before 
these Tiibingen critics dated or allowed of their existence. 

IV.-RELATIONSHIP OF THE EPISTLES TO. EPHESUS AND 

COLOSSE. 

The letters of the apostle are the fervent outburst of 
pastoral zeal and attachment, written without reserve and 
in unaffected simplicity. Sentiments come warm from the 
heart without the shaping out, pruning, and punctilious 
arrangement of a formal discourse. There is such a fresh 
and familiar transcription of feeling, and so much of con
versational frankness and vivacity, that the reader associates 
the image of the writer with every paragraph, and his ear 
seems to catch and recognize the very tones of oral address. 
These impressions must have been deepened by the thought 
that the letter came from "such an one as Paul the aged," often 
a sufferer, and now a prisoner. If he could not speak, he wrote; 
if he could not see them in person, he despatched to them 
those silent messengers of love. Is it then any matter of 
amazement that one letter should resemble another, or that 
two written about the same time should have so much in 
common, and each at the same time so much that is peculiar? 
'fhe close relationship between the epistles to Colosse and 
Ephesus must strike every reader, and the question has 
been raised, which of them is the earlier production. The 
answer is one very much of critical taste, and therefore 
different decisions have been given. A great host of names, 

1 Bun.sen's Hippolytus, vol. i. Pref. London, 1852. 
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which the reader will find in Davidson's Introduction, are in 
favour of the letter to Ephesus ; but others, and these includ
ing Meyer, Harless, Wieseler, and Olshausen, declare for that 
to Colosse. 

Neander says-Vnd daraus erhellt auch, das er den Brief 
an die Oolosser zuerst unter diesen beiden geschrieben hat j 
denn in demselben zeigen sich uns diese Gedanken in ihrer 
urspriinglichen Enstehung und Beziehung, wie sie durclt den 
Gegensatz gegen jene in diesem Briefe von ihm bekiimpfte Sekte 
hervorgerufen wurden. Geschichte der Pflanzung, &c., vol. i. 
p. 524, 4 ed. That is-" In the epistle to the Colossians the 
apostle's thoughts exhibit themselves in their original form 
and connection, as they were called forth by his opposition to 
the sect (of Judaizing Gnostics) whose sentiments and prac
tices he combats in that epistle." Little stress can be laid on 
such an argument, for whenever the mind assumes an agonistic 
attitude, its thoughts have always more vigour and specialty, 
more pith and keenness, than when in calmness and peace it 
discusses any ordinary and impersonal topic. Harless and 
Wiggers have fixed upon Ephesians vi. 21, compared with 
Colossians iv. 8. In Colossians the apostle says of Tychicus, 
"Whom I have sent unto you that he might know your 
estate." But in Ephesians he adds-Kai," that ye also may 
know my affairs, and what I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved 
brother, shall make known to you all things." In using the 
word" also," the apostle seems to refer to what he had said 
to the Colossians. Naturally he first says to the Colossians, 
"that ye may know," but in a second letter to the Ephesians, 
"that ye also may know." This hypothesis takes for granted 
that the Ephesians would know what was contained in the 
letter to Colosse, or at least that Tychicus would inform them 
of its existence, and of its reference to himself as the bearer of 
personal and private tidings of the apostle. The Kai, however, 
may refer not to the Colossians, but to the apostle himself- as 
Alford puts it-" I have been going at length into the matters 
concerning you, so if you also on your part wish to know my 
matters," &c. The argument from Kat, therefore, cannot be 
conclusively relied on. On the other hand, it is contended 
by Hug and others, that t~e absence of Timothy's name in 
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the beginning of the Epistle to the Ephesians is a strong 
proof in favour of its priority. Various solutions have been 
given; one probability is that Timothy was absent on some 
important embassy. These critics suppose that he had not 
by this time come to Rome, but did arrive ere Paul composed 
the epistle to Colosse. This circumstance is too precarious 
for an argument to be founded upon it. 

Efforts have been also made to demonstrate the priority of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, from its containing no expression 
of any hopes of deliverance, and no reference to the success of 
the gospel, whereas these occur in the Epistle to the Philip
pians, written about the same time. But neither in Colossians 
are there any such intimations, and in the letter to Philemon, 
which Onesimus carried to him, as both he and Tychicus 
carried theirs to the Colossians, he says, generally-" I trust 
that through your prayers I shall be given unto you.a The 
question can scarce be solved on such data. It may be tried 
by another criterion. Supposing Paul to be in imprison
ment, which of these two churches would he most probably 
write to, which of them stood most in need of an epistle, 
which of them was in circumstances most likely to attract the 
immediate attention of the prisoner-that of Ephesus or that 
of Colosse ? Lardner has virtually laid down such a test. 
There might be many considerations inducing the apostle 
to write to the Ephesians soon after his arrival at Rome. 
Ephesus was a place of great importance and traffic, and 
in it Paul had stayed longer than in any other city, except 
Antioch. Here also he had wrought many and special miracles, 
and had enjoyed great success in his preaching. He had on 
a previous occasion determined to sail by Ephesus, and when 
he came to Miletus " he sent to Ephesus and called the elders 
of the church." These things may have induced him to 
write first to Ephesus on his coming to Rome, and having 
liberty of correspondence. But we might thus reply to these 
statements. The Ephesian church had preserved its faith 
unsullied, for no reproof or warning is contained in the epistle. 
They stood in no immediate need of apostolic correspondence. 
No difficulty pressed them, for none is solved. No heresy had 
crept in among them, for none is refuted. But Colosse was 
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threatened by a false system, which would corrupt the sim
plicity of the gospel, which had in it the elements of discord 
and ruin, but which had a peculiar charm for the contemplative 
inhabitants of Phrygia, so prone to my1,ticism, and therefore 
would be the more seductive to the church of Colosse, and the 
more calculated to work havoc among its members. This 
being known to the apostle, such a jeopardy being set before 
him, would he not at once write to Colosse, expose the false 
system, warn against it, and exhort the adherents of Chris
tianity to a steadfast profession? Would he not feel an 
immediate necessity for his interference, would not the case 
appear to his mind more urgent, and having more claim on 
his labour than the church of Ephesus, where truth was yet 
kept pure, and the fire on the altar ascended with a steady 
brilliancy? Thus, of such an argument as that of Lardner 
no advantage can be taken. Still, balancing probabilities in 
a matter where facts cannot be fully ascertained, we may 
incline to the opinion that the earlier epistle is that to the 
Colossians. 

The following table will point out the similarities between 
the two epistles :-

Eph. i. 1, with Col. i. 1. Eph. iv. 15, with Col. ii. 19. 

- i. 2, - i. 2. - iv. 19, - iii. 1, 5. 

- i. 3, - i. 3. - iv. 22, - iii. 8. 

- i. 7, - i. 14. - iv. 25, - iii. 8. 

- i. 10, - i. 20. - iv. 29, - iii. 8; iv. 6. 

- i 15-17, - i. 3, 4. - iv. 31, - iii. 8. 
- i. 18, - i. 27. - iv. 32, - iii. 12. 

- i. 21, - i. 16. - v. 3, - iii. 5. 
- i. 22, - i. 18. .v. 4, - iii. 8. 

- ii. 1, 12, - i. 21. - v. 5, - iii. 5. 

- ii. 5, - ii. 13. - v. 6, - iii. 6. 

- ii. 15, - ii. 14. - v. 15, - iv. 5. 

- ii. 16, - i. 20. - v. 19, - iii. 16. 

- iii. 1, - i. 24. - v. 21, - iii. 18. 

- iii. 2, - i. 25. - v. 25, - iii. 19. 

- iii. 3, - i. 26. - vi. 1, - iii. 20. 

- iii. 7, - i. 23, 25. - vi. 4, - iii. 21. 

- iii. 8, - i. 27. - vi. 5, - iii. 22. 

- iv, 1, - i. 10. - vi. 9, - iv. 1. 

- iv. 2, - iii. 12. - vi. 18, - iv. 2. 

- iv. 3, - iii. 14. - vi. 21, - iv. 7. 
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Not a few of these similarities are but accidental, and those 
which really deserve the name are corroborative proofs of 
genuineness. 

V.-PLACE AND DATE OF ITS COMPOSITION. 

The usual opinion has been that the epistle was written 
in Rome. Some of the later German critics, however, have 
concluded that Cresarna was the place of composition. Schulz 
in the Studien und Kritilcen, 1829, p. 612, first broached thiB 
hypothesis, and he has been followed by Schneckenburger, 
Bottger, Reuss,1 Wiggers, and even by Schott, Thiersch,2 and 
Meyer. 

We find that Paul when in Cresarea was subjected to very 
rigorous confinement. His own countrymen were bigoted and 
violent, and only his friends might come and minister unto 
him. Intercourse with other churches seems to have been 
entirely prohibited. On the other hand, in Rome the watch 
and ward, unstimulated by Jewish malice, were not so strict. 
The apo8tle might preach, and labour to some extent in his 
spiritual vocation. Again, Onesimua was with the apostle, a 
fugitive slave who would rather run and hide himself in the 
crowds of Rome, than flee to Cresarea where he might be more 
easily detected. Aristarchus and Luke were at Rome too, but 
there is no proof of their being with Paul at Cresarea. Besides, 
we have mention of the palace and "Cresar's household." We 
cannot be brought to believe by all Bottger's reasoning, that 
such an expression might apply to Herod's royal dwelling in 
Cresarea. Surely Herod's house could never receive the lofty 
appellation of Cresar's. Antiquity, with the probability of 
fact, supports the notion that Rome was the place where the 
epistle was composed. Those who contend for Cresarea lay 
stress on the distance of Asia Minor from Rome, and on the 
omission of the name of Onesimus in the Epistle to the Ephe
sians, as if, setting out from Cresarea, the bearer of the letter 
would arrive at Colosse first, and Onesimus delivering himself. 
up to his master, would not proceed with Tychicus onward to 

1 Geschichte d. Heil. Schrift. Novi Testamenti, § 114. 
2 Die Kircbe in Apostolischen Zeitalter, &c., p. 17. Frankfnrt, 1852. 
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Ephesus. But there were peculiar reasons for commending 
Onesimus to the Colossian church. His flight and conversion 
would make him notorious and suspected. Besides, as Paul 
says, he was one of themselves, and if he touched at Ephesus 
first, he needed no formal introduction, being in the society of 
Tychicus. Emphasis is laid on the phrase, 7rpo, <'Jpav, "for a 
season," as if it signified "soon," and referred to the period 
elapsing between the flight of the slave and his reaching Paul, 
as if such brevity would be realized more likely at Cresarea 
than Rome. But, as has been answered, the phrase qualifies 
£XIDp{u0,,,, and denotes that his separation from his master was 
only temporary. On the whole the argument preponderates in 
favour of Rome, as the place whence this epistle was despatched, 
and probably about the year 62.1 From the metropolis of 
the world, where luxury was added to ambition, and licen
tiousness bathed in blood, an obscure and imprisoned foreigner 
composes this sublime treatise, on a subject beyond the mental 
range of the wisest of Western sages, and dictates a brief 
system of ethics, which in purity, fulness, and symmetry 
eclipses the boasted "Morals" of Seneca, and the more laboured 
and rhetorical disquisitions of Cicero. 

VI.-OBJECT AND CONTENTS OF THE EPJSTLE. 

The design of the apostle in writing to the Ephesian church 
was not polemical. In Colossians, theosophic error is pointedly 
and firmly refuted; but in Ephesians, principles are laid down 
which might prove a barrier to its introduction. The apostle, 
indeed, in his farewell address at Miletus, had a sad presenti
ment of coming danger. Acts xx. 29, 30-" For I know this, 
that after my departure shall grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them." But the epistle has no distinct allusion to such 
spiritual mischief and disturbance. In 2nd Timothy, too, the 
heresy of Hymenaeus and Philetus is referred to, while Phy
gellus and Hermogenes are said to have deserted the apostle 

1 Graul, De Sementia scripsu;se Paulum suas ad Ephes. Coloss. Philem. Epistola1, 
in CalSareensi Captivitate, Lipsire, 1836. 
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at Rome. In the apocalyptic missive addressed to Ephesus 
as the first of the seven churches, no error is specified ; but 
the grave and general charge is one of spiritual declension. 
The epistle before us may therefore be regarded as prophy
lactic, more than corrective in its nature. vVhat the imme
diate occasion was, we know not; possibly it was gratifying 
intelligence from Ephesus. It seems as if the heart of the 
apostle, fatigued and dispirited with the polemical argument 
and warning to the Colossians, enjoyed a cordial relief and 
satisfaction in pouring out its inmost thoughts on the higher 
relations and transcendental doctrines of the gospel. The 
epistle may be thus divided : -

I. The salutation. i. 1, 2. II. A general description of 
divine blessing enjoyed by the church in its source, means, 
purpose, and final result, wound up with a prayer for further 
spiritual gifts, and a richer and more penetrating Christian 
experience, and concluding with an expanded view of the 
original condition and present honours and privileges of the 
Ephesian church. i. 3-23, and ii. 1-11. III. A record of 
that marked change in spiritual position which the Gentile 
believers now possessed, ending with an account of the writer's 
selection to and qualification for the apostolate of heathendom, 
a fact so considered as to keep them from being dispirited, and 
to lead him to pray for enlarged spiritual benefactions on his 
absent sympathizers. ii. 12-22, and iii. 1-21. IV. A chapter 
on the unity of the church in its foundation and doctrine, 
a unity undisturbed by diversity of gifts. iv. 1-17. V. Spe
cial injunctions variously enjoined, and bearing upon ordinary 
life. iv. 17-32, v. 1-331 vi. 1-10. VI. 'l'he image of a 
spiritual warfare, mission of Tychicus, and valedictory bless
ing. vi. 11-24. The paragraphs of this epistle could be sent 
to no church partially enlightened, and but recently emerged 
from heathendom. The church at Ephesus was, however, able 
to appreciate its exalted views. And therefore are those rich 
primary truths presented to it, tracing back all to the Father's 
eternal and benignant will as the one_ origin; to the Son's 
mediation and blood as the one channel, union with Him 
being the one sphere; and to the Spirit's abiding work and 
influence as the one inner power ; _ while the grand end of the 
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provision of salvation and the organization and blessing of the 
church is His own glory in all the elements of its fulness. 
The purpose of the apostle seems to be--to refresh the con
sciousness of the church by the retrospect which he gives of 
their past state and God's past sovereign mercy, and by the 
prospect which he sets out of spiritual development cwwned 
with perfection in Him in whom all things are re-gathered
as well as by the vivid and continual appeal to present grace 
and blessing which edges all the paragraphs. 

Whatever emotions the church of Ephesus felt on receiving 
such a communication, the effects produced were not perma
nent. Though warned by its Lord, it did not return to its 
"first love," but gradually languished and died. The candle
stick was at length removed out of his place, and Mahometan 
gloom overspread the city. 'l'he spot has also become 
one of external desolation. The sea has retired from the 
harbour, and left behind it a pestilential morass. Fragments 
of columns, arches, and porticos are strewn about, and the 
wreck and rubbish of the great temple can scarcely be dis
tinguished. The brood of the partridge nestles on the site 
of the theatre, the streets are ploughed by the Ottoman 
serf, and the heights of Coressus are only visited by wan
dering flocks of goats. The best of the ruins-columns of 
green jasper-were transplanted by Justinian to Constan
tinople, to adorn the dome of the great church of Sancta 
Sophia, and some are said to have been carried into Italy. A 
straggling village of the name of Ayasaluk, or Asalook, is the 
wretched representative of the great commercial metropolis of 
Ionia. While thousands in every portion of Christendom 
read this epistle with delight, there is no one now to read it 
in the place to which it was originally addressed. Truly the 
threatened blight bas fallen on Ephesus.1 

VII.-WORKS ON THE EPISTLE. 

The principal writers on the literature of the epistle have 
already been mentioned in the course of the previous pages. 

1 On the present state of Ephesus, the travels of Ainsworth and Fellowe.s, and 
the work of Arundel "On the Seven Churches," may be read with advantage. 
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1 THE LITERATURE OF THE EPISTLE. 

Several ancient expositions of the epistle have been lost ; for 
Jerome makes mention of one by Origen, of another by Apol
Jinaris of Laodicea, and of a third by Didymus of Alexandria. 
Among the Fathers we have the twenty-four homilies of Uhry
sostom, and the commentaries of his followers Theodoret, 
<Ecumenius, and Theophylact. We have· often referred to 
these, and to others in Cramer's Catena, as presenting the 
earliest specimens of Greek commentary. The commentaries 
of Jerome, Pelagius, and Am brosiaster1 belong to the Latin 
church. Exposition was not the work of medireval times, 
though we have found some good notes in Anselm, Thomas 
Aquinas, and Peter Lombard, and in the Postills of Nicolas 
de Lyra of the fourteenth century. The expositors of the 
Reformation period follow: Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Musculus, 
Bucer, and Bullinger ; somewhat later among the Catholics, 
Estius and a-Lapide; and among the Protestants, Zanchius, 
Calovius, Calixtus, Urocius, Cocceius, Piscator, Hunnius, Tar
novius, Aretius, Jaspis, Hyperius, Schmid, Roell, and Wolf
all of whom have written more or less fully on the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. W etstein and Grotius follow, in another era, 
with several of the writers in the Critici Sacri. In England 
there appeared " An Entire Commentary upon the whole 
Epistle to the Ephesians, wherein the text is learnedly and 
powerfully opened, &c.-preached by Paul Bayne, sometime 
preacher of God's Word at St. Andrew's, Cambridge;" London, 
1643: and "An Exposition of the First and part of the 
Second Chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, by Thomas 
Goodwin, D.D., sometime President of Magdalen College in 
Oxford," was published at London in 1681. In Scotland we 
have the Latin folio of Principal Boyd (Bodius), published at 
London in 1652 ; the Latin duodecimo of Principal Rollock, 
reprinted at Geneva, 1593; the Expositio A.nalytica of Dick
son (Professor of 'l'heo1ogy in the University of Glasgow) on 
this and the other Epistles, published at Glasgow, 1645, and 
declica tecl to the Thf arq uis of Argy le, because his Grace had urged 
that the Professor should devote some portion of his course to 

1 An unknown writer, so c~lled to distinguish him from Ambrose, to whom his 
Commentaries were long ascribed, and with whose works they are still bound up. 
llany suppose him to have been Hilary the deacon. 
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Biblical exegesis. Fergusson of Kilwinning also sent out a 
"Brief Exposition of the Epistles of Paul to the Galatians and 
Ephesians," at Edinburgh, 1659. The Commentaries of the 
Socinian Crellius and Slichtingius are contained in the Fratr·es 
Poloni·. We have also the eloquent French work of Du Bose 
on a portion of the epistle, and a similar and smaller Medt"ta
tion by Gauthey, published in 1852. Lardner mentions an 
exposition by a Dutch minister of Rotterdam, Peter Dinant, 
of which a flattering review appeared in the Bibliotlieca 
Bremensis, 1721. He opposed both the theory of Grotius 
and Usher. We pass over the various editors of the New 
Testament, such as Slade, Burton, Trollope, Valpy, Grinfield, 
and Bloomfield ; and the numerous annotators and collectors 
of illustrations, such as Elsner, Kypke, Krebs, Knatchbull, 
Loesner, Kuttner, Raphelius, Palairet, Bos, Heinsius, Alberti, 
Keuchenius, Doughtams, and Cameron, pronounced by Bishop 
Hall, the most learned man that Scotland ever produced. 
We have not space to characterize Hammond, Chandler, 
Whitby, Callander, Locke, Doddridge, A. Clarke, Macknight, 
Peile, and Barnes, and the more popular works on this epistle 
by Lathrop, M'Ghee, Evans, Eastbourne, and Pridham. We 
hasten to specify the recent German commentaries. From 
that prolific nation of scholars and critics we have not only 
such works as those of Morus, Flatt, Koppe, Rosenmuller, 
von Gerlach, Kahler, and others, but we have the following 
formal and specific expositions on this epistle. Simply men
tioning the comments of Spener (1730), of Baumgarten (Halle, 
1767), of Schutz (Leipzig, 1778), of Muller (Heidelberg, 1793), 
and of Krause (Leipzig, 1789) we refer especially to the follow
ing: Cramer, neue Uebersetzung des Bi·iefes an die Epheser nebst 
einer Auslegung desselben. Kiel, 1782. Holzhausen, der Brief 
des Apostels Paulus an die Epheser ilbersetzt und m·klart. Han
nover, 1833. Riickert, der Brief Pauli an die Epheser erlautert 
und vertheidigt. Leipzig, 1834. Matthies, Erklarung des 
Briefes Pauli an die Epheser. Greifsvald, 1834. Meier, 
Oommentar uber den Brief Pauli an di"e Epheser. Berlin, 1834. 
Harless, Oommentar uber den Brief Pauli an die Epheser. 
Erlangen, 2d ed. 1860. Olshausen, Biblischer Oommentar, 
vol. iv. Konigsberg, 1840. Meyer, Kritisch exegetischer Com-
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mentar i.iber das N. T.; Achte Abtheilung Kritisch Exegetisches 
Handbuch uber den Brief an die Ephese1·. Gottingen, 1859. 
De W ette, Exegetisches Handbuch zum N. T. vol. ii. Leipzig, 
1843. Passavant, Versucli einer praktischen Auslegung des 
Briefes Pauli an die Ephesier. Basel, 1836. Catenm in Sancti 
Pauli Epi'st. in Gal. Ephesios, &c. ed. Cramer. Oxon. 1842. 
Commentar uber den Brief Pauli on die Eplieser, von L. F. 0. 
Baumgarten-Crusius, ed. Kimmel and Schauer. Jena, 1847. 
Stier, Auslegi~ng des Briefes an die Bpheser. Berlin, 1848.11 

Bisping, Erklarung der Briefe an di'e Epheser, Philipper, &c. 
Munster, 1855. To these must be added the following recent 
English and American writers :-Turner, The Epistle to the 
Ephesians in Cl1·eek and English. New York, 1856. Alford, 
Greek Testament, vol. iii. London, 1856. Hodge, A Com
mentary on the Epistle to the Ephesi'aus. New York, 1856. 
Ellicott, A Critical and Grammatical Commentary on St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, 2d ed. London, 1859. Words
worth, G1·eek Te,'Jtament, part iii. London, 1859. Newland, A 
New Catena on St. Paul's Epistles-a Pract·ical and Exegetical 
Commentary on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 
Oxford and London, 1860. 

1 In Tholuck's Anzeiger for 1838 occurs a series of reviews of the commentaries 
of Matthies, Meier, Riickcrt, Holzhausen, and Harless, written, we believe, by 
Prof. Baumgarten, late of Rostock. 

NOTE. 

In the following pages, when Buttmann, Matthiae, Kuhner, 
Madvig, Kruger, Bernhardy, Schmalfeld, Scheuerlein, Donald
son, Jelf, Winer, Rost, Alt, Stuart, Green, and Trollope, are 
simply quoted, the reference is to their respective Greek 
grammars; and when Suidas, Hesychius, Passow (ed. Rost 
Palm, &c.), Robinson, Pape, Wilke, Wahl, Bretschneider, 
Liddell and Scott, are named, the reference is to their respec
tive lexicons. If Hartung be found without any addition, 
we mean his Lelire von den Partikeln der Gr1'echischen Spraclie 
2 vols. Erlangen, 1832. The majority of the other names ar~ 
those of the commentators or philologists enumerated in the 
previous chapter, or authors whose works are specified. The 
references to Tischendorf's New Testament are to the seventh 
edition. 
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CHAP. I. 

The first paragraph of the epistle introduces, according to 
ancient usage, the name, and title or office of the writer, and 
concludes with a salutation to the persons addressed, and for 
whom the communication is intended.1 · 

(Ver. 1.) IIav?,.,o,, U,7TOITTOAO~ Xpia-TOV 'l?)ITOV,-" Paul, an 
apostle of Christ Jesus." The signification of the term &7T6a-
TOAo, will be found under chap. iv. 11. While the genitive 
Xpia-Tov 'l?)a-ov is that of possession, and not of ablation, yet 
naturally, and from its historical significance, it indicates the 
source, dignity, and functions of the apostolical commission, 
Acts xxvii. 23. Though, as Harless suggests, the idea of 
authorization often depends on some following clause, yet the 
genitive apparently includes it-the idea of authority being 
involved in such possession. This formal mention of his offi
cial relation to Jesus Christ is designed to certify the truth 
and claims of the following chapters. On similar occasions he 
sometimes designates himself by a term which has in it an 
allusion to the special labours which his apostleship involved, 
for he calls himself "a servant of Jesus Christ," Rom. i. 1 ; 
Phil. i. 1 ; Titus i. 1. See under Col. i. 1 ; and especially 
under Phil. i. 1 :--

oict 0€;>,.,ijµ,a-ro, 0€ov-" by the will of God." The prepo
sition out points out the efficient cause. The apostle is fond 
of recurring to the truth expressed in this clause, 1 and 2 Cor. 
i. 1 ; Col. i. 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 1. Sometimes the idea is varied, as 
Ka-r' €7T£Tary~v 0€ov, in 1 'l'im. i. 1 ; and to give it intensity 
other adjuncts are occasionally employed, such as KA?)To, in 

B 
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Rom. i. 1 ; 1 Cor. i. 1. The notion of Alford, hinted at by 
Bengel in his reference to verses 5, 9, 11, that the phrase may 
have been suggested "by the great subject of which he is 
about to treat," is not sustained by analogous instances. It is 
added by the apostle generally, as the source and the seal of 
his office, and not inserted as an anticipative thought, prompted 
by the truth on which his mind was revolving. For his was 
no daring or impious arrogation of the name and honours of 
the apostolate; and that "will" according to which Paul 
became an apostle, had signally and suddenly evinced its 
origin and power. The great and extraordinary fact of his 
conversion involved in it both a qualification for the apostle
ship and a consecration tci it-el~ oti~ E'"fW ue a?rouTEiXXro, Acts 
xxvi. 17; 1 Cor. ix. 1, xv. 8. It was by no deferred or cir
cuitous process that he came at length to learn and believe 
that God had ordained him an apostle; but his convictions 
upon this point were based from the first on his own startled 
and instructive experience, which, among other elements of 
self-assurance, included in it the memory of that blinding 
splendour which enveloped him as he approached Damascus 
on an errand of cruelty and blood; of the tenderness and 
majesty of that voice which at once reached and subdued his 
heart ; of the surprising agony which seized and held him till 
Ananias brought him spiritual relief; and of the subsequent 
theological tuition which he enjoyed in no earthly school. 
Gal. i. 11, 12; 1 'rim. i. 11-13. So that writing to the 
churches of Galatia, where his apostleship had been under
rated if not denied, he says, with peculiar edge and precision 

\ ' "Paul, an apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Christ 
Jesus and God the Father." Gal. i. 1. This epistle is 
addressed-

~ ' ' ~ ,. ' 'EA..' " l . h Tot~ atywi~ Toi~ ovuw ev 'f'eurp- to tie samts t at arc 
in Ephesus." "Aryw~, as a characteristic appellation of the 
Christian church, occurs first in Acts ix. 13. The word, 
rarely used by the Attic writers, who employ the kindred 
adjective Gl'fVO~, is allied to lftoµat and &ryaµa,, and signifies 
one devoted or set apart to God. Porson, Adversaria, p. 139 ; 
Buttmann, Lexilogus, sub voce. This radical meaning is 
clearly seen in the related wyfatw, in such passages as Matt. 
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xxiii. 17; John x. 36, xvii. 17. It is not, however, to classic 
usage that we are to trace the special meaning of a1w,; in the 
New Testament, but to its employment in the Septuagint as 
the Greek representative of the Hebrew l!liv, Deut. xxxiii. 3; 
'l'his notion of consecration is not, as Robinson seems to 
intimate, founded on holiness ; for persons or things became 
holy in being set apart to God, and, from this association 
of ideas, holiness was ascribed to the tabernacle, with its 
furniture, its worshippers, and its periods of service. The idea 
of inner sanctity contained in the expressive epithet originates, 
therefore, in the primary sense of unreserved and exclusive 
devotement to Jehovah. Nor, on the other hand, can we 
accede to the opinion of Locke and Harless, that the word has 
no reference in itself to internal character, for consecration to 
God not only implied that the best of its kind was both claimed 
by Him and given to Him, but it also demanded that the hat
lowed gift be kept free from sacrilegious stain and debasement. 
So that, by the natural operation of this conservative element, 
holiness, in the common theological sense of the term, springs 
from consecration, and the "saints" do acquire personal and 
internal holiness from their near relation to God ; the con
sciousness of their consecration having an invincible tendency 
to deepen and 1mstain spiritual purity within them. When 
Harless says that the notion of holiness which cannot be 
disjoined from a Christian /J,"/w'>, is not got from the word, 
but from our knowledge of the essence of that Christian com
munity to which such a ll1w,; belongs, he seems to confound 
source and result; for one may reply that it is the /J,,ywl who, 
as such, originate the character of the Christian community, 
and not it which gives a character to them. The appel
lation /i,ywt thus exhibits the Christian church in its normal 
aspect-a community of men self-devoted to God and His 
service. Nor does it ever seem to lose this meaning, 
even when used as a general epithet or in a local sense, 
as in Act ix. 32, xxvi. 10; Rom. xv. 25. 'l'he words ro~,; 

ovaw Jv 'E<f>EO"<p, which simply indicate locality, have been 
already analyzed in the Prolegomena. The saints are further 
characterized-

Kal mlT7o1,; Jv XptlTT,P 'I171Tov-" and believers in Christ 
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Jesus." These words contain an additional element of 
<lescription, and the two clauses mark out the same society 
in two special characteristics. But the meaning of wuno<; 

in this connection must first be determined. There are two 
classes of interpreters :-1. Such as give the adjective the 
sense of fidelis, " faithful," in the modern acceptation of the 
English term-that is, true to their profession. Such is the 
view of Grotius, Rosenmi.iller, Meier, and Stier. But were 
such a sense adopted, we must suppose the apostle either to 
make a distinction between two classes of persons who were 
or had been members of the Ephesian church, or to affirm 
that all of them were trusty-were, in his judgment, persons 
of genuine and of untainted integrity. Did he then suppose 
that all the prnfessed &ywi were faithful? Or among the 
&ryioi did he distinguish and compliment such of them as were 
blessed with fidelity? The word in itself is not very deter
minate, though generally in N cw Testament usage wuno<; in 
the sense of faithful-fidelis-is accompanied by an accusative 
with Jr.{, or a dative with iv, in reference to things over 
which trust has been exercised, and by the dative when the 
person is referred to toward whom the faithfulness is cherished. 
The idea of" faithful to Christ" would have required but the 
simple dative, as in Hcb. iii. 2. We have indeed the phrase 
in 1 Cor. iv. l 7-arya7T'Y}TOV ,wl r.UTTOV EV KVpLrp, but there the 
formula, "in the Lorcl," qualifies both adjectives. 2. Some 
give the term its active sense of "believers," faithful, in its 
original and old English meaning, faith-full-full of faith-
7TUTTO<; being equivalent to 'ffl<TTEvwv1 save that the adjective 
points to condition rather than act. Many old interpreters, 
such as Roell, Cocceius, Vatablus, Crellius, and Calovius, with 
the majority of modem interpreters, take the word in t,his sig
nification. For a like use of the worcl in classical writers-a 
use common to similar verbal adjectives-see Kuhner, § 409, 
3. The term wi<Troc; has often this meaning, and is so 
rendered in our version, John xx. 27; Acts x. 451 xvi. 1 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 15; 1 Tim. iv. :3, 10, 12, v. 16, vi. 2. lt should 
have been so translated in other places, as Gal. iii. 9; Acts 
xvi. 15; Titus i. 6. The Syriac version also renders it by 
the participle ~ OUQ-bclicving. Hesychius defines it 
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Ly dnrei0~.,. The phrase is thus a second and appropriate 
epithet1 more distinctive than the preceding, while the article 
is not repeated. It is a weak supposition of Morus and 
Macknight, that these words were added merely for the sake 
of distinction, because the epithet " saints " had but the 
simple force of a common title in the apostolical letters. 
Neither do we conceive that the full force and meaning are 
brought out if with some, as Beza, Bodius, a-Lapide, Calovius, 
and Vorstius, we take the ,ea{ as epexegetical, and reduce the 
clause into a mere explanation of the preceding title, as if it 
stood thus-" To the saints in Ephesus, to wit, the believers 
in Christ Jesus." For the salient point of their profession 
was faith in Christ ,Jesus, belief in the man Jesus as the 
Messiah, the anointed Saviour, the commissioned and success
ful deliverer of the world from all the penal effects of the fall. 
It was its faith specifically and definitely in Christ Jesus that 
distinguished the church in Ephesus from the fanc of Artemis 
and the synagogue of the sons of Abraham. IIuTTo<; is here 
followed by ev referring to the object in which faith terminates 
and reposes; el<, is sometimes employed, but ev is found with 
the noun in this chapter, ver. 15; Gal. iii. 26; Col. i. 4; see 
also Mark i. 15. The same usage is found in the Septuagint, 
Ps. lxxviii. 22; J er. xii. 6, based perhaps on the Hebrew for
mula "~ l'r-lJfl' " '!'hough the vei·bal adjective be used here in its 
active sense, it may therefore be followed by this preposition. 
If, when el<, is employed, faith is usually represented as going 
out and leaning on its object, and if hrt expresses the additional 
idea of the trustworthiness of him whom we credit, then iv in 

1 The disputed signification of this word affords a peculiar and curious instance 
of the hazard of extreme opinions. H. Stephens had affirmed in his Thesau,-,.s that 

"'o-T•< is never used in an active sense, and uever seems to signify one <J"i fidern habet, 

aut etiam qui credulu., est. N. Fuller in his ,lfiscellanea Saci-a, lib. i. eh. 19, main
tains, in opposition to the great lexicographer, that whenever the term fa applied to 
a Christian man-pm lwmine Christiano seu pio usurpatur-it invariably denotes a 
believer, qui credit ant fidem adhibei Deo. The usage of tl,e New Testament in at 
least nir,eteen places, shows that it has this latter or active sense; still, in some 
clauses, even when applied to Christians, it seems to bear the sense offideli.!-1 Tim. 
i. 12; 2 Tim. ii. 2; Col. iv. 9; 1 Pet. v. 12; Rev. ii. 10. Among the Greek 
Fathers, the word is used in both senses, as the cxami,les adduced by Suicer, au& 

voce, abundantly t.eotify. 



6 EPHESIANS I. 1. 

the formula before us gives prominence to the notion of placid 
exercise, especially as Jv is not so closely attachea to the adjec
tive as it would be to the verb or participle if it followed either 
of them. Fritzsche, Comment. in Mai·c., p. 25. The faith of 
the Ephesian converts rested in Jesus, in calm and perma
nent repose. It was not a mere external dependence placed 
on Him, but it had convinced itself of His power and love, 
of His sympathy and merits; it not only knew the strength 
of Ilis arm, it had also penetrated and felt the throbbing 
tenderness of His heart-it was therefore in Him. There 
might have been agitation, anxiety, and terrible perturbation 
of spirit when the claims of Christ were first presented and 
brought into sharp conflict with previous convictions and 
traditionary prepossessions; but the turmoil had subsided into 
quiescent and immovable confidence in the Son of God. 

But does Jv Xpurnp 'l?Jo-ov simply qualify 7TWTo'i,;;? or does 
it not also qualify !irywt<;? Storr renders it-Qui Christo sacri 
sunt et in eum credunt. ( Opuscula, ii. 121 ). The phrase 
"saints in Christ Jesus" occurs in Phil. i. 1, and the meaning 
is apparent-saints in spiritual fellowship with Christ. In 
Col. i. 2 we have "saints and believing brethren in Christ," 
where the words in question may not only qualify "saints," 
but also describe the essence and circle of the spiritual 
brotherhood. But we are inclined, with Jerome, Meyer, De 
W ette, and Ellicott, in opposition to Harless, Meier, and 
Baumgarten-Crusius, to restrict the words Jv Xpio-np 'l7Jo-ov 
to mo-To'i,;;. The previous epithet is complete without such 
an addition, but this second one is not so distinctive without 
the supplement. The intervention of the words To'i,;; ovo-iv 
ev 'Ecp€o-<p separates the two phrases, and seems to mark them 
as independent appellations. But though grammatically they 
may be separate names of the same Christian community, 
they are essentially and theologically connected. '' N emo 
fidelis," says Calvin, "nisi qui sanctus; et nemo rursum 
sanctus, nisi qui fidelis." The more powerful and pervad
ing such faith is the more the whole inner nature is brought 
under its controlling and assimilating influence; the more 
deeply and vividly it realizes Christ in authority, example, 
and proprietary interest in "the church which He has 
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purchased with His own blood," then the more cordial, entire, 
and unreserved will be the consecration. 

(Ver. 2.) X&pt, bµZv Kai €lp~V1J-" Grace to you and 
peace." 'rhe apostolical salutation is cordial and comprehen
sive. "Claudius Lysias to the most excellent governor, 
greeting "-Paul to the Ephesians, "grace and peace." It 
is far more expressive than the ilryta{v€w, xatpHv, or €V wp&7-
rew of the ancient classic formula. The same or similar 
phraseology occurs in the beginning of most of the epistles. 
X&pi,;;1 allied to xalpew and the Latin gratia, signifies favour, 
and, especially in the New Testament, divine favour-that 
goodwill on God's part which not only provides and applies 
salvation, but blesses, cheers, and assists believers. As a 

wish expressed for the Ephesian church, it does not denote 
mercy in its general aspect, but that many-sided favour that 
comes in the form of hope to saints in despondency, of joy 
to them in sorrow, of patience to them in suffering, of vic
tory to them under assault, and of final triumph to them in 
the hour of death. And so the the apostle calls it xapw €le, 

etKatpov f]o~0eiav-grace in order to well-timed assistance. 
Heb. iv. 16. 

'Eip~v77-Peace, is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew 
t:ii'Jw-a term of familiar and beautiful significance. It includes 
every blessing~being and well-being. It was the formula of 
ordinary courtesy at meeting and parting. "Peace I leave 
with you," said our Lord; but the term was no symbol of cold 
ancl formal politeness-" not as the world givet~, give I unto 
you." John xiv. 27. The word in this connection denotes 
that form of spiritual blessing which keeps the heart in a 
state of happy repose. It is therefore but another phase, or 
rather it is the result, of the previous x&pi,;;. Stier distin
guishes these two blessings, as if they corresponded to the 
previous epithets ary{oi,;; Kal wur'To~,;;, grace being appropriate 
to the "saints," as the first basis of their sanctification; and 
peace to the "faithful," as the last aim or effect of their confi
dence in God. But " grace and peace " are often employed in 
salutations where the two epithets of saints and believers in 
Christ Jesus do not occur, so that it would be an excess of 
refinement either to introduce such a distinction in this place, 
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or to say, with the same author, that the two expressions 
,, foreshadow the dualism of the epistle-first, the grace of God 

toward the chm-eh, and then its faith toward Him. Nor can 
we, as Jerome hints, ascribe grace to the Father and peace to 
the Son as their separate and respective sources. A conscious 
possession of the divine favour can alone create and sustain 
mental tranquillity. To use an impressive figure of Scripture, 
the unsanctified heart resembles "the troubled sea," in con
stant uproar and agitation-dark, muddy, and tempestuous; 
but the storm subsides, for a voice of power has cried "Peace, 
be still," and there is" a great calm:" the lowering clouds are 
dispelled, and the azure sky smiles on its own reflection in the 
bosom of the quiet and glassy deep. The favour of God and 
the felt enjoyment of it, the apostle wishes to the members of 
the Ephesian church in this salutation ; yea, grace and peace-

a7To ®eov 7TaTp0'> ryµ,wv ,ea~ Kvptov 'l'l}O"OV Xpta-Tov-" from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." The source of 
these spiritual blessings is now stated. Erasmus, Morns, and 
some Socinian interpreters, would understand the connection 
as ·if ,cvp{ov were governed by 7TaTpo'>, and not by a1ro
" From God our Father, the Father, too, of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." This interpretation would sever Jesus from the 
bestowment of these blessings, as, in such an exegesis, they 
are supposed to descend from God, who is our Father, and 
who is at the same time designated as Christ's Father. This 
construction is wholly unwarranted. Father and son are both 
specified as the sources of grace and peace. Grace and peace 
are not earth-born blessings; they descend from heaven, from 
God on His glorious throne, whose high prerogative it is to 
send down those special influences ; and from Christ at His 
right hand, who has provided these blessed gifts by His suffer
ings and death-who died to secure, and is exalted to bestow 
them, and whose constant living sympathy with His people 
enables Him to appreciate their wants, and prompts Him out 
of His own fulness to supply them. God is described as our 
Father-ryµ,wv. Our sonship will be illustrated under ver. 5. 
The universal Governor being the parent of believers, who 
have a common fatherhood in Him, grace and peace are 
viewed as paternal gifts. 
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The Saviour is characterized as Lord Jesus Christ; "Lord," 
Master, or Proprietor. 'O Kvpto-; is often applied to Jesus in the 
Pauline writings. It corresponds to the theocratic intimations 
of a king-a great king-to preside over the spiritual Sion. 
Ps. ex. 1. Gabler, in his New Theolo,qical Journal, iv. p. 11, 
has affirmed, that in the New Testament Kupw-., without 
the article, refers to God, and that o tcvpw-. is the uniform 
appellation of Christ-a distinction which cannot be main
tained, as may be seen by a reference to Rom. xv. 11; 1 Cor. 
x. 26; Heb. viii. 2; for in all those passages the reference is 
to God, and yet the article is prefixed. Winer, § 19, 1. Like 
®€0-; in many places, it is often used without the article when 
it refers to Christ. In about two hundred and twenty instances 
in the writings of Paul, tcvpwr:; denotes the Saviour, and in 
about a hundred instances it is joined to His other names, 
as in the phrase before us. Perhaps in not more than three 
places, which are not quotations or based on quotations, does 
Paul apply tcvpw-; to God.1 It was a familiar and favourite 
designation-the exalted Jesus is "Lord of all"-" He has 
made Him both Lord and Christ." He has won this Lord
ship by His blood. Phil. ii. S, 11. "He has been exalted," 
that every tongue should salute Him as Lord. 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
While the title may belong to Him as Creator and Preserver, 
it is especially given Him as the enthroned God-man, for His 
sceptre controls the universe. The range of that Lordship has 
infinitude for its extent, and eternity for its duration. The 
term, as Suicer quaintly remarks, refers not to ovu{a, but to 
Jgovuia. And as He is Head of the church, and " Head over 
all things to the church"-its Proprietor, Organizer, Governor, 
Gu.ardian, Blesser, and Judge-whose law it obeys, whose 
ordinances it hallows, whose spirit it cherishes, whose truth it 
conserves, and whose welcome to glory it anticipates and pre
pares for; therefore may He, sustaining such a relation to his 
spiritual kingdom, be so often and so fondly named as LORD. 

The apostle invokes upon the Ephesians grace and peace from 
the Lord Jesus Christ whose supreme administration was 
designed to secure, and does actually confer, those lordly gifts. 

1 Stuart's Essay, Biblical Repository, voL iv. 
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The mention of spiritual blessing fills the susceptible mind 
of the apostle with ardent gratitude, and incites him to praise. 
In his writings argument often rises into doxology-logic 
swells into lyrics. The Divine Source of these glorious gifts, 
He who gives them so 1·ichly and so constantly, is worthy of 
rapturous homage. · 'l'hey who get all must surely adore Him 
who gives all. ·with the third verse begins a sentence which 
terminates only at the end of the 14th verse, a sentence which 
enumerates the various and multiplied grounds· of praise. 
These are :-holiness as the result and purpose of God's eter
nal choice-adoption with its fruits, springing from the good 
pleasure of His will with the profuse bestowment of grace-all 
tracing themselves to the Father : pardon of sin by the blood 
of Christ-the summation of all things in Him-the interest 
of believers in Him-these in special connection with the 
Son : and the united privilege of hearing, and trusting, and 
being sealed, with their possession of the Earnest of future 
felicity-a sphere of blessing specially belonging to the Holy 
Ghost. Such are the leading ideas of a magnificent anthem 
-not bound together in philosophical precision, but each 
suggesting the other by a law of powerful association. The 
one truth instinctively gives birth to the otl~r, and the con
nection is indicated chiefly by a series of participles. 

(V 3 ) E ,, ' ' r.Jt. ' ' ' ~ K , ' ~ er. . v,-..,O,Y7)TO', 0 ,'::l,€0', /ea£ 'lrUTYJP TOV vpl-OV 71µ,wv 
'I71a-ov Xpta-Tov-" Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." The verb is usually omitted. The 
adjective in the doxology is placed before the substantive, 
because being used as a predicate, and representing an 
abstract quality, the emphasis lies on it. Such is the inva
riable usage in the Old Testament-not God is blessed, but, 
from the position of the words-Blessed be God, n~:-r: 1"1~ 
At least thirty times does the formula occm-. Ps. lxviii. 19 
in the Septuagint being a mistranslation or doubled version 
of the Hebrew, is only an apparent exception, and the phrase, 
Rom. ix. 5, we do not regard as a doxology. In all the 
passages quoted by Ellicott after Fritzsche-Rom. ix. 5-as 
if they were exceptions to this rule, it is EVA0,y71µlvos- and not 
EVAO"f7JTO'> which is employed, and there is a shade of differ
ence between the participle and the adjective-for while in 
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the Septuagint EvXoyr;µ,evo<; is applied to God, €Ul\,O"f'f/TO<; is 
never applied to man. Thus in 1 Kings x. 9, 2 Chron. ix. 8, 
which are parallel passages-iyevoiTo being employed in the 
first instance, and l!tTTOJ in the second; and in Job i. 21, 
Ps. cxii. 2, in both of which lJvoµ,a Kvplov with Etr; occurs, 
the verbs, as might be expected, arc followed immediately 
by their nominatives. EuX0777To<; in the New Testament is 
applied only to God-His is perpetual and unchanging blessed
ness, perpetual and unchanging claim on the homage of His 
creatures. EuXoryr;µ,E110<; is used of such as are blessed of God, 
and on whom blessing is invoked from Him. Matt. xxi. 9 ; 
Luke i. 28. But the blessedness we ascribe to God comes 
from no foreign source ; it is already in Himself, an innate 
and joyous possession. Paul's epistles usually begin with a 
similaT ascription of praise (2 CoT. i. 3.) But in many cases 
-the majority of cases-he docs not utter a formal ascription: 
he expresses the fact in such phrases as "I thank," " We 
thank," "We are bound to thank"-" God." 

One would think that there is little dubiety in a formula so 
plain, for ®Eor;; and 7raT~P are in apposition, and both govern 
the following genitive-Blessed be the God of, and the FatheT 
of, our Lord Jesus Christ. The Divine Being is both God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet there aTe many 
who sever the two nouns--disjoining ®Eo<; from Kvp{ov
and so render it, Blessed be God, who is the Father of 
our Lord Jesus ChTist. TheodOTet, the Peschito, Whitby, 
and Bodius, with Harlesi!, Meyer, Holzhausen, Baumgarten
Crusius, Bisping, and Ellicott, are in favour of this opinion. 
But Jernme, Theophylact, Koppe, Michaelis, Ruckert, Stier, 
Olshausen, and Alford, adhere to the former view, which we 
are disposed to adopt. The words of themselves would 
bear either construction, though Olshausen remarks that, to 
bring out the first 'opinion, the Greek should run EvXoryr;To<; 
®Eor;; o 7raT~p. Theodoret capriciously inserts the adjective 
iJµ,wv in his note upon ®Eo<;. He represents the apostle as 
showing-or;:X.0011, W<; ryµ,wv µiv E<J"'TL ®€0<;, TOV oe Kupfou 
71µ,wv 7raT~P, as if Paul meant to describe the Divine Being 
as our God and Christ's Father. To say with Meyer that 
only 7raT1P requires a genitive and not ®Eor;;, is mere asser-
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tion. The statement of Harless, too, that Te should have been 
inserted before ,ca{, if ®eos- governed ,cvplov, appears to us to 
be wholly groundless, nor do the investigations of Hartung, 
to which he ·refers, at all sustain him. Lehre von den 
Partikeln der Griech. Sprache, vol. i. 125. Compare 1 Peter 
ii. 25. Had the article occurred before 7raT1JP, this particle 
might have been necessary; but its omission shows that the 
relation of ®eos- and 7raT1JP is one of peculiar unity. Dis
tinct and independent prominence is not assigned to each 
term. Winer,§ 19, 31 note. Nor is there any impropriety of 
thought in joining ®Eos- with ,cr;p{ov-the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. ®€(IS' µev, says 'l'heophylact, WS' uap,cw0evTos-, 
7raTiJp OE ws- 0Eov ),Jryov. The diction of the Greek Father, 
in the last clause, is not strictly co1Tect, for the correlative 
terms are Father, Son, 7raT17p, vios- : Goel, word, El€os-, "'11,oryos-. 
"The God of our Lor<l Jesus Christ" is a phrase which occurs 
also in the 17th verse of this chapter. On the cross, in the depth 
of His agony, the mysterious complaint of Jesus expressed the 
same relationship," My God, my God." "I ascend," said He 
to Mary, "to my God and your God." Rev. iii. 12. 'l'he 
phrase is therefore one of scriptural use. As man, Jesus 
owned Himself to be the servant of God. God's commission 
He came to execute, God's law He obeyed, and God's will 
was His constant guide. As a pious and perfect man He 
served God, prayed to God, and trusted in God. And God, 
as God, stands in no distant relation to Christ-He is also 
His Father. The two characters are blended-" God and 
Father." - See under verse 17. Sonship cannot indeed 
imply on Christ's part posteriority of existence or derivation 
of essence, for such a notion is plainly inconsistent with His 
supreme Divinity. The name seems to mark identity of nature 
and prerogative, with infinite, eternal, unchanging, and recipro~ 
cal love.1 Since this God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
sent Him into the world, prescribed His service of suffering 
and death, and accepted it as a complete atonement, it is 
therefore His prerogative to dispense the blessings so secured-

1 For a spirited view of the doctrine of the e,/4,0pw«« in the hymnology of the 
early church, the reader may consult Dorner, die Lehre von der Person Christi, second 
edition, vol. i., p. 294. See also Tl10masius, Christi Persona, &c., § 41 (1857). 
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o EtiXO"f1<Ta<; 17µ,a,-<, who blessed us"-" us," not the 
apostle simply, as Koppe supposes from the contrast of ilµ,E'i, 
in ver. 14. The persons blessed are the apostle and the 
members of that church addressed by him-he and they were 
alike recipients of divine favour. The Evi\oy1<ra<; stands in 
ideal contrast to the Eui\ory17To,;;-God blessed us, and we bless 
God ; but His blessing of us is one of deed, our blessing 
of Him is only in word. He makes us blessed, we pronounce 
Him blessed. He confers on us wellbeing, we ascribe to Him 
wellbeing. Ours is benedicere, His is benefacere. The parti
ciple here, as in many places, has virtually a causal signi
ficance. Kuhner, § 6G7. "\Ve bless Him because He has 
blessed us. As the word expresses that divine beneficence 
which excites our gratitude, it must in a doxology have its 
widest significance. The enraptured mind selects in such a 
case the most powerful and intensive term, to express its sense 
of the divine generosity. As Fergusson in his own Dorie 
says, "The apostle does not propound the causes of salvation 
warshly, and in a cauldrife manner:-

EV 7raa-r, €Vi\O"f{q, 7rvwµa-ru,fi-" with all spiritual blessing." 
'Ev is used in an instrumental senRe, and similar phraseology 
in reference to God occurs in Tobit viii. 15, James iii. 9. 
'Evi\O"f[a is not verbal wish expressed, but actual blessing 
conferred. The reader will notice the peculiar collocation of 
the three allied terms, Ev-i\oryTJTD<;-i\ory1<ra<;-i\ory[q,, a repetition 
not uncommon in the Hebrew Scriptures, and found. occasion
ally among the Greek classics. 

The blessings are designated as spiritual, but in what 
sense? 1. Chrysostom, Grotiu~, Aretius, Holzhausen, and 
Macknight, suppose that the apostle intends a special and 
marked contrast between the spiritual blessings of the new 
dispensation, and the material and temporal blessings of the 
old economy. Temporal blessings, indeed, were of frequent 
promise in the J'llosaic dispensation-dew of heaven, fatness of 
the earth, abundance of corn, wine1 and oil, peace, longevity, 

1 Winer, Grmnmatik, § 40-.5, b. i., ,lcnies that the aorist bears the meaning of 

repeated action in the New Testamerit, but Stuart, § H\6, on the other hand, 

expressly affirms it, referring to James i. 11 and John iv. 12, in both of wl,ieh 

passages, however, the tense may have its or<linary meaning of rm imldlnite past. 
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and a flourishing household. It is true that such gi.fts are 
not now bestowed as the immediate fruits of Christ's media
tion, though, at the same time, godliness has "the promise of 
the life that now is." But mere worldly blessings have sunk 
into their subordinate place. vVhen the sun rises, the stars 
that sparkled during night are eclipsed by the flood of superior 
brilliance and disappear, though they still keep their places; so 
the blessings of this world may now be conferred, and may now 
be enjoyed by believers, but under the new dispensation their 
lustre is altogether dimmed and absorbed by those spiritual 
gifts which are its profuse and distinctive endowments. If 
there be any reference to the temporal blessings of the J cwish 
covenant, it can only, as Calvin says, be "tacita antithesis." 
2. Others regard the adjective as referring to the mind or 
soul of man, such as Erasmus, Estius, Flatt, Wahl, and 
Wilk'"e ; while Koppe, Ruckert, and Baumgarten-Crusius, 
express a doubtful acquiescence in this opinion. This inter
pretation yields a good meaning, inasmuch as these gifts are 
adapted to our inner or higher nature, and it is upon our 
spirit that the Holy Ghost operates. But this is not the rul
ing sense of the epithet in the New 'l'estament. It is, indeed, 
in a generic sense opposed to <mptcuco, in 1 Cor. ix. 11, and 
in Rom. xv. 27, while in 1 Cor. xv. 44-46, it is employed 
in contrast with y-vxu,6,-the one term descriptive of an 
animal body, and the other of a body elevated above 
animal functions and organization, with which believers 
shall be clothed at the last day. Similar usage obtains in 
Eph. vi. 12 ; 1 Pet. ii. 5 ; 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. 3. But in all 
other passages where, as in this clause, the word is used to 
qualify Christian men, or Christian blessings, its ruling refer
ence is plainly to the II oly Spirit. Thus-spiritual gifts, 
Rom. i. 11; a special endowment of the Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 1, 
xiv. 1, &c.; spiritual men, that is, men enjoying in an 
eminent degree the Spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 15, xiv. 37; and also in 
Gal. vi. 1; Rom. vii. 14; Eph. v. 19; Col. iii. 16; and in 
1 Cor. ii. 13, "spiritual" means produced by or belonging to 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore the prevailing usage of the New 
Testament warrants us in saying, that these blessings arc 
termed spiritual from their connection with the Holy Spirit. 
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In this opinion we have the authority of the old Syriac version, 
which reads ""o;?-" of the Spirit;" and the concurrence of 
Cocceius, Harless, De Wette, Olshausen, Meier, Meyer, and 
Stier. 'l'he Pauline usus loquendi is decidedly in its favour. 

Ila.a-17-" All." The circle is corn plete. No needed blessing 
is wanted-nothing that God has promised, or Christ has 
secured, or that is indispensable to the symmetry and perfec
tion of the Christian character. And those blessings are all 
in the hand of the Spirit. Christianity is the dispensation 
of the Spirit, and as its graces are inwrought by Him, they 
are all named "spiritual" after Him. 

It certainly narrows and weakens the doxology to confine 
those " blessings " wholly or chiefly to the charismata, or 
extraordinary gifts of the primitive church, as Wells and 
Whitby do. Those gifts were brilliant manifestatiOii_s of 
divine power, but they have long since passed away, and are 
therefore inferior to the permanent graces-faith, hope, and 
love. They were not given to all, like the ordinary donations 
of the Holy Ghost. Theodoret, with juster appreciation, long 
ago said, that in addition to such endowments, eoroKe 'T~v 

EIVTrioa TY]', &.vaa-Tlt<Te©<;, -ra,; TY]', a0avaa-{a,; €7T"aryryeX[a<;, 

T~V V'TT"O<TXEUW T'Yj<; f)aa-,Xe{a<; TWV ovpavwv, TO -rfj,; vlo0ea-{a<; 
&,~/roµ,a-" the blessings referred to here are, the hope of 
the resurrection, the promises of immortality, the kingdom of 
heaven in reversion, and the dignity of adoption." The bless
ings are stated by the apostle in the subsequent verses, and 
neither gifts, tongues, nor prophecy, occupy a place in the 
succinct and glowing enumeration :-

ev -roi:<; €7T"Ovpav/ot<; ev xp,a--rr'p-" in the heavenly places, in 
Christ "-a peculiar idiom, the meaning of which has been 
greatly disputed. What shall be supplied-7rpa.ryµ,aa-t or 
-ro7rot<;, things or places? The translation, "In heavenly 
things," is supported by Chrysostom, Theodoret, CEcumenius, 
Luther, Baumgarten-Crusius, Holzhausen, Matthies, and 
Meier. This view makes the phrase a more definite charac
terization of the spiritual blessings. But the construction is 
against it, for the insertion of rnZ,; seems to show that it 
is neither a mere prolonged specification, nor, as in Hom
berg's view, a mere parallel definition to ev 'TT"aa-17 EvXory/q,. 
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'l'he sentence, with such an explanation, even though the 
article should be supposed to designate a class, appea1·s con
fused and weakened with somewhat of tautology. Nor can 
we suppose, with Van Til, that there is simply a designed 
contrast to the terrestrial blessings of the Old Testament. 
The other supplement, -ro1rot<;, appears preferable, and such is 
the opinion of the Syriac translator--who renders it simply 
~, in heaven-of Jerome, Drusius, Beza, Bengel, 
Riickcrt, Harless, Olshausen, De W ette, Meyer, Stier, and 
Bisping. The phrase occurs four times besides-i. 20; ii. 6 ; 
iii. 10 ; vi. 12. In all these places in this one epistle, the 
idea of locality is expressly implied, and there is no reason 
why this clause should be an exception. Harless remarks 
that the adjective, as E1r£ would suggest, has in the Pauline 
writi~s a local signification. 

But among such as hold this view there are some differ
ences of opinion. Jerome, Beza, Bodius, and Riickert would 
connect the phrase directly with €VAo,yfJa-a<;; but the position 
of the words forbids the exegesis, and the participle must in 
such a case be taken with a proleptic or future signification. 
Beza alternates between two interpretations. According to 
his double view, men may be said to be blessed "in heaven," 
either because God the Blesser is in heaven, or because the 
blessings received are those which are chai-acteristic of heaven 
-such blessings as are enjoyed by its blessed inhabitants. 
Calvin, Grotius, and Koppe argue, that the term points out the 
special designation of the spiritual blessings; that they are to 
be enjoyed in heaven. Grotius says, these spiritual blessings 
place us in heaven-" spe et jure." The sweeping view of 
Calovius comprehends all these interpretations; the spiritual 
blessings are ev Tot<; e1rovpav{oi<;-ratione et or{qinis, qualitatis, 
tatis et fin?°s. The opinion of Slichtingius, Zanchius, and 

1 While we heartily admire the enterprise of M. Pacho and Archdeacon Tattarn, 
and the critical erudition of 111r. Cureton in reference to the literary remains of 
Ignatius, we may be allowed to refer in a matter of philology to two of his so
called epistles. Mention is made of "'" 1.,ov~-.,;,,. ""' {, i,~0 .,.;, .,,,,,,;.~,, the heavenly 
regions and the glory of the angels. Ep. ad. Smyrn. vi. and also Ep. ad Trall.
...-«, 5JTtiueo::,.flX. 1tt;t,.; ,.or,~ tf'fj.';lfo-fJe(Tf(I(,, ~?t, &;:,-:,-iA&1t~•-where Tt-in8eq/r.t,. stands in apposition to 
'T~ Srti~eoe~tlZ, 
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Olshausen, is almost identical. 'rhe latter calls it " the 
spiritual blessing which is in heaven, and so carries in it a 
heavenly nature." 1 

vVe have seen that the idea of locality is distinctly implied 
in the phrase ev TO£'i' E7T'oupavto,_., Olshausen is in error when he 
says that" heavenly places " in Paul's writings signify heaven 
absolutely, for the phrase sometimes refers to a lower and 
nearer spiritual sphere of it ; " He hath raised us up, and made 
us sit together with Christ in the heavenly places." Our 
session with Christ is surely a present elevation-an honour 
and happiness even now enjoyed. " We wrestle against prin
cipalities, against powers- against spiritual wickedness in 
heavenly places," vi. 12. These dark spirits are not in heaven, 
for they are exiles from it, and our struggle with them is in the 
present life. There are, therefore, beyond a doubt, "hea':.enly 
places " on earth. Now the gospel, or the Mediatorial reign, 
is "the kingdom of heaven." 'rhat kingdom or reign of God. 
is " in us;" or among us. Heaven is brought near to man 
through Christ Jesus. Those spiritual blessings conferred 
on us create heaven within us, and the scenes of Divine bene
faction are "heavenly places; " for wherever the light and 
love of God's presence are so enjoyed, there is heaven. If 
such blessings are the one Spirit's inworking,-that Spirit 
who in God's name "takes of the things that are Christ's and 
shows them unto us"-then His influence diffuses the atmo
sphere of heaven around us. "Our country is in heaven," 
and we enjoy its immunities and prerogatives on earth. We 
would not vaguely say, with Ernesti, Teller, and Schutze, 
that the expression simply means the church. True, in the 
church men are blessed, but the scenes of blessings here 
depicted represent the church in a special and glorious aspect, 
as a spot so like heaven, and so replete with the Spirit in the 
possession and enjoyment of Hjs gifts-so filled with Christ 
and united to Him-so much of His love pervading it, and so 
much of His glory resting upon it, that it may be called Tli 
€7rovpav{a. The phrase may have been suggested, as Stier 
observes, by the region of Old Testament blessing-Canaan 

1 "Der geistliche Segen welcher in Himmel ist, als') auch himmlische Natnr an 
sich trii.gt. 

C 
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being given to the chosen people of God as the God of 
Abraham. 

The words lv Xpunrp might be viewed as connected with 
Ta J7rovpavta, and their position at the end of the verse might 
warrant such an exegesis. Christ at once creates and includes 
heaven. But they are better connected with the preceding 
participle, and in that connection they do not signify, as 
Chrysostom and Luther suppose, " through Christ " as an 
external.cause of blessing, but "in Him." Castalio supposing 
lv to be superfluous, affectedly renders-in rebus Christi cceles
tibus, and Schoettgen erroneously takes the noun for the dalivus 
commodi-in laudem Christi', The words are reserved to the 
last with special emphasis, The apostle writes of blessing
spiritual blessing-all spiritual blessing-all spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places; but adds at length the one sphere in 
which they are enjoyed-in Christ-in living union with the 
personal Redeemer. God blesses us : if the question be, 
When? the aorist solves it; if it be, With what sort of gifts? 
the ready answer is, "With all spiritual blessings"-€v; and 
if it be, Where? the response is, " In the heavenly places " 
-Jv; and if it be, How? the last words show it, " in Christ" 
-Jv, the one preposition being used thrice, to point out varied 
but allied relations. If Christians are blessed, and so blessed 
with unsparing liberality and universal benefaction in Christ 
through the Spirit's influence upon them ; and if the scenes 
of such transcendent enjoyment may be named without 
exaggeration "heavenly places "-may they not deeply and 
loudly bless the God and Father of our Lord ,Jesus Christ? 
And so the triune operation of the triune Goel is introduced: 
the Father who blesses-the Son, in whom those blessings 
are conferred-and the Spirit, by whose inner work they are 
enjoyed and from whom they receive their distinctive epithet. 

(Ver. 4.) Ka0ws- JgEAEgaTOJJ11,a,; Jv aiJTrp-" According as 
He chose us in Him." 'l'he adverb Ka0wr; defines the con
nection of this verse with the preceding. That connection is 
modal rather than causal; Ka0ws-, like ,ca06n, may signify 
sometimes " because," but the cause specified involves the 
idea of manner. Ka0ws-, in classic Greek ,ca0a, is the later 
form (Phrynichus, ed. Lobeck, p. 426), and denotes, as its 
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composition indicates, "according as." These spiritual bless
ings are conferred on us, not merely because God chose 
us, but they are given to us in perfect harmony with His 
eternal purpose. Their number, variety, adaptation, and ful
ness, with the shape and the mode of their bestowment, are 
all in exact unison with God's pretemporal and gracious 
resolution ; they are given after the model of that pure and 
eternal archetype which was formed in the Divine mind-

e!€h-J!aTo. - 1 Cor. i. 27. The action belongs wholly 
to the past, as the aorist indicates. Kruger, § 53, 5-1; 
Scheuerlein, § 32, 2. The idea involved in this word lay at 
the basis of the old theocracy, and it also pervades the New 
Testament. The Greek term corresponds to the Hebrew '11'.'~ 

of the Old Testament, which is applied so often to God's 
selection of Abraham's seed to be His peculiar people. Deut. 
iv. 37, vii. 6, 7; Isa. xli. 8; Ps. xxxiii. 12, xlvii. 4, 
&c. Usteri, Paulin. Lehrbegriff, p. 271. 'rhe verb before 
us, with its cognate forms, is used frequently to indicate the 
origin of that peculiar i-elation which believers sustain to 
God, and it also assigns the reason of that distinction which 
subsists between them and the world around them. What
ever the precise nature of this choice may be, the general 
doctrine is, that the change of relation is not of man's achieve
ment, but of God's, and the aorist points to it as past; that 
man does not unite himself to God, but that God unites man 
to Himself, for there is no attractive power in man's heart to 
collect and gather in upon it those spiritual blessings. But 
there is not merely this palpable right of initiation on the 
part of God; there is also the prerogative of sovereign bestow
ment, as is indicated by the composition of the verb and by 
the following pronoun, 71µa,-" us "-we have; others want. 
The apostle speaks of himself and his fellow-saints at Ephesus. 
If God had not chosen them, they would never have chosen 
God. 

Hofmann (Schriftb. p. 223, &c., 2nd ed. 1857) denies that 
the verb contains the idea of choice in its theolopical use. 
Admitting that it docs mean to" choose," as in Joshua viii. 3, 
and to prefer, as in Gen. xiii. 11, Luke x. 42, he abjures in this 
place al1 notion of selection-they are chosen not out of others, 
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but chosen for a certain end-/iir etwas. The supposition is 
ingenious, but it is contrary to the meaning of the compound 
verb, even in the passages selected by him, as Exodus xviii. 
25, Acts vi. 5, in which there is formal selection expressed
judges out of the people by .M.oses; deacons out from the 
membership of the early church. The phrase oi J,c)..e,cTot 
lf:y-yeXot in 1 Tim. v. 21, m::iy, for aught we know, have a 
meaning quite in harmony with the literal signification, or 
€FCX€FCTO<; may bear a secondary sense, based on its primary 
meaning, such as Hofmann finds in Luke xxiii. 35, and accord
ing to a certain reading, in Luke ix. 35. But while there is a 
high destiny set before us, there iB a choice of those who are 
to enjoy it, and this choice in itself, and plainly implying a con
trast, the apostle describes by JgeXEgaTo. On the other hand, 
Ebrard-Ohristliche Do,qmatik, § 560, vol. ii. p. 695, 1851-
denies that the end of election, considered as individual eternal 
happiness, is contained in the verb ; for election, according 
to him, signifies not the choice of individuals, but of a multi
tude out of the profane world into the church, so that iFCXe,cTo<; 
is synonymous with fi-yw-;. Election to external privilege is 
true, but it does not exhaust the purpose : for it would be 
stopping at the means without realizing the end. Besides, 
the choice of a multitude is simply the choice of each indivi
dual composing it. That multitude may be regarded as a 
unity by Goel, but to Him it is a unity of definite elements 
or members. On the divine side the elect, whatever their 
number, are a unity, and are so described-7l"av ii OEOWFCE µoi, 
John vi. 39; 7!"av & Uow,ca<; atmp, John xvii. 2-a totality 
viewed by Omniscience as one; but on the human side, the 
elect are the whole company of believers, but thus individual
ized-7l"a, o 0ewpwv 'TiJV vlov !Cal '71'tc1'T€VWV-J olm vi. 40 :-

'Ev auTp-" in Him," for such is the genuine reading, not 
iavTp, or i'n ipso, as the V ulgate has it and some commen
tators take it ; nor " to Himself," as the Ethiopic rende1·s it. 
The reference is to Christ, but the nature of that reference 
has been disputed. Chrysostom says, " He by whom He has 
blessed us, is the same as He by whom He has chosen us; " 
but afterwards he interprets the words before us thus-out rij, 
el-; auTov 7!'lun,w,, and he capriciously ascribes the elective 
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act to ·Christ. Many, as a-Lapide, Estius, Bullinger, and 
Ftatt, translate virtually, "on account of Christ." But the 
apostolical idea is more definite and profound. 'Ev aim[, 
seems to point out the position of the riµ,a;;. Believers were 
looked upon as being in Christ their federal Head, when they 
were elected. 'l'o the prescient eye of God the entire church 
was embodied in Jesus-was looked upon as "in Him." The 
church that was to be, appeared to the mind of Him who fills 
eternity, as already in being, and that ideal being was in 
Christ. It is true that God Himself is in Christ, and in Christ 
purposes and performs all that pertains to man's redemption; 
but the thought here is not that God in Christ has chosen us, 
but that ~hen Re elected us, we were regarded as being in 
Christ our representative-like as the human race was in 
Adam or the Jewish nation in Abraham. We were chosen-

7rp6 1<,awfJoXfj~ 1<,oap,01J1-" before the foundation of the 
world." - Similar phraseology occurs in Matt. xiii. 35; 
John xvi i. 24 ; 1 Pet. i. 20. The more usual Pauline 
expressions are - wp6 TWV alwvwv, 1 Cor. ii. 7 ; wpo 
x,povwv alwv£wv, 2 Tim. i. 9. KaTa/30X17 is also used in the 
same sense in the classics, and by Philo. Lcesner, Observat, 
p. 338; Passow, sub voce. Chrysostom, alluding to the 
composition of the noun 1<,aTa-fJoX17, says fancifully,-" Beau
tiful is that word, as if he were pointing to the world cast 
down from a great height-yes, vast and indescribable is the 
height of God, so wide the distance between Creator and 
creature." 1 The phrase itself declares that this election is no 
act of time, for time dates from the creation. Prior to the 
commencement of time were we chosen in Christ. The 
generic idea, therefore, is what Olshausen calls Zeitlusi'gkeit, 
Timelessness, implying of course absolute eternity. The choice 
is eternal, and it realizes itself or takes effect in that actual 
separation by which the elect, ol €KA€KTo£, are brought out of 
the world into the church1 and so become K,A,7JTot, &,ylot, 1<,al, 

1 Ko:.2 ~a:Aii, .1e«.-<ro:./3lJA~~, ,T:re,, ~, C¥-:rci •r,-11Q, t4our "dt-'ret-{3e/,A'1µ,i11011 µ,&,y«Ao, ~li-r011 3un,-IJ,, ,i:;~j 

,,a.(' µ,(ry«, """' &.qii:r:'l"O,- "l"o V"1¥i0, "iOi::° 0eaU, otJ -r(f "itP.ri,j, ci.AA-'t 'l"(ji "')'IZ,11;&xo.ie"l~o'TI -ni..- q,60":i'"-''. It is 
marvellous that Adam Clarke should find any allnsion in the phrase to "the com
mencement of the religious system of the Jews," and that Barrington should render 
it, " Before the foundation of the Jewish state.' 
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7ri<rrol. Before that world which was to be lost in sin and 
misery was founded, its guilt and helplessness were present to 
the mind of God, ~nd His gracious purposes toward it were 
formed. The pro,spect of its fall coexisted eternally with the 
design of its recovery by Christ-

eZvai i]µ,us &,y{ov', Ka£ aµ,wµ,ov<; "aT€VW'lrlOV aVTOV - " in 
order that we should be holy, and without blame before 
Him." Eivai is the infinitive of design-" that we should 
be." Winer, § 421, 4; Col. i. 22. 'l'he two adjectives 
express the same idea, with a slight shade of variation. Deut. 
vii. 6, xiv. 2. The first is inner consecration to God, or 
holy principle-the positive aspect ; the latter refers to its 
result, the life governed by such a power must be blameless 
and without reprehension-the negative aspect, as Alford and 
Ellicott term it. Tittmann, Synonym. p. 21. The pulsation 
of a holy heart leads to a stainless life, and this is the avowed 
purpo;c;e of our election. 

That the words describe _a moral condition is affirmed 
rightly by Chrysostom, Theophylact, Calvin, Matthies, 
l\leier, Stier, Baumgarten-Crusius, and De Wette. Some, 
!10wever, such as Koppe, Meyer, von Gerlach, Bisping, and 
Harless, refer the phrase to that perfect justifying righteous
ness of believers to which the apostle alludes in Rom, iii. 21, 
22, v. 1, &c., viii. 1, &c.; 1 Cor. vi. 11. But the terms found 
here are different from those used by the apostle in the places 
quoted, where men are said to be justified, or fully acquitted 
from guilt, by their interest in the righteousness of Christ. 
On the other hand, the eternal purpose not only pardons, but 
also sanctifies, absolves in order to renew, and purifies in order 
to bestow perfection. It is the uniform teaching of Paul, that 
holiness is the end of our election, our calling, our pardon and 
accccptance. The phrase, "holy and without blame," is never 
once applied to our complete justification before God; and, 
indeed, men arc not regarded by God as innocent or sinless, 
for the fact of their sin remains unaltered ; but they arc 
treated as righteous-they are absolved from the penal con
sequences of their apostacy. It is no objection to our inter
pretation, which gives the words a moral, and not a legal or 
forensic signification, that men are not perfect in the present 
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state. We would not say apologetically, with Calixtus-
Quantum .fieri potest, per Dei ipsi~s gratiam et carnis nostne 
infirmitatem. We can admit no modification ; for though the 
purpose begins to take effect here, it is not fully wrought out 
here, and we would not identify incipient operation with final 
perfection. The proper view, then, is that perfection is 
secured for us-that complete restoration to our first purity 
is provided for us-that He who chose us before time began, 
and when we were not, saw in us the. full and final accom
plishment of His gracious purpose. When He elected us
He beheld realized in us His own ideal of restored and 
redeemed humanity.-See under chap. v. 27. Men are 
chosen in Christ, in order to be holy and without blame. 
1 Thess. iv. 7; Titus ii. 14. Jerome says, Hoe est, qui 
sancti et immaculati ante non fuirnus, ut postea essemus. The 
Father vindicates this view, and refutes such objections as 
Porphyry was wont to advance, by putting the plain question, 
"Why, if there be no sovereignty, have Britain and the 
Irish tribes not known Moses and the prophets? " These 
facts are as appalling as any doctrine, and the fact must be 
overturned ere the doctrine can be impugned. The last 
lesson deduced by Jerome is, Concede Deo potentiam suL 

ICaT€V6J7rlOV avTov-" before Him," 1'J~7- No good end is 
gained by reading av-rov, with Harless and Scholz, as the sub
ject is remote. The meaning is, indeed, Before Himself, that 
is, before God. -VViner, § 22, 5; note from Bremi; Kuhner, 
§ 628. As the middle form of Jge/\,EgaTo indicates, they were 
chosen by God for Himself, and they are to be holy and 
blameless before Him. The reference to God is undoubted, 
and the phrase denotes the reality or genuineness of the holy 
and blameless state. God accounts it so. The " elect" are 
not esteemed righteous "merely before men," as Theophylact 
explains. Their piety is not a brilliant hypocrisy. It is 
regarded as genuine, "before Him" whose glance at once 
detects and frowns upon the spurious, however plausible the 
disguise in which it may wrap itself. Such is another or 
second ground of praise. 

The reader may pardon a few digressive illustrations of the 
momentous doctrine of this verse. It would be a narrow 
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and superficial view of these words to imagine that they 
are meant to level Jewish pride, and that they describe 
simply the choice of the Gentiles to religious privilege. The 
purpose of the election is, that its objects should be holy, 
an end that cannot fail, for they are in Christ; in Him ideally 
when they were chosen, and also every man in his own 
order in Him actually, personally, and voluntarily, by faith. 
Yet the sovereign love of God is strikingly manifested, even 
in the bestowment of external advantage. Ephesus enjoyed 
what many a city in Asia Minor wanted. The motive that 
took Paul to Ephesus, and the wind that sped the bark which 
carried him, were alike of God's creation. It was not because 
God chanced to look down from His high throne, and saw the 
Ephesians bowing so superstitiously before the shrine of 
Diana, that His heart was moved, and He resolved in His 
mercy to give them the gospel. Nor was it because its citi
zens had a deeper relish for virtue and peace than the masses 
of population around them, that He sent among them the 
grace of his Spirit. "He is of one mind, and who can turn 
Him?" Every purpose is eternal, and awaits an evolution 
in the fulness of the time which is neither antedated nor post
poned. 

And the same difficulties are involved in this choice to 
external blessing, as are found in the election of men to per
sonal salvation. The whole procedure lies in the domain of 
pure sovereignty, and there can therefore be no partiality 
where none have any claim. The choice of Abraham is the 
great fact which explains and gives name to the doctrine. 
Why then should the race of Shem be selected, to the exclu
sion of Ham and J apheth? Why of all the families in Shem 
should that of Terah be chosen? and why of all the members 
of Terah's house should the individual Abraham be marked 
out, and set apart by God to be the father of a new race? 
As well impugn the fact as attempt to upset the doctrine. 
Providence presents similar views of the divine procedure. 
One is born in Europe with a fair face, and becomes enlightened 
and happy; another is born in Africa with a sable countenance, 
and is doomed to slavery and wretchedness. One has his birth 
from Christian parents, and is trained in virtue from his earlier 
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years; another has but a heritage of shame from his father, 
and the shadow of the gallows looms over his cradle. One is 
an heir of genius; another, with some malformation of brain, 
is an idiot. Some, under the enjoyment of Christian privilege, 
live and die unimpressed; others, with but scanty oppor
tunities, believe, and grow eminent in piety. Does not more 
seem really to be done by God externally for the conversion 
of some who live and die in impenitence, than for many who 
believe and are saved? And yet the divine prescience and 
predestination are not incompatible with human responsibility. 
Man is free, perfectly free, for his moral nature is never strained 
or violated. We protest, as warmly as Sir William Hamilton, 
against any form of Calvinism which affirms "that man has 
no will, agency, or moral personality of his own." 1 Fore
knowledge, which is only another phase of electing love, no 
more changes the nature of a future incident, than after-know
ledge can affect a historical fact. God's grace fits men for 
heaven, but men by unbelief prepare themselves for hell. It 
is not man's non-election, but his continued sin, that leads to 
his eternal ruin. Nor is action impeded by the certainty of 
the divine foreknowledge. He who believes that God has 
appointed the hour of his death, is not fettered by such a faith 
in the earnest use of every means to prolong his life. And 
God does not act arbitrarily or capriciously. He has the best 
of reasons for his procedure, though he does not choose to 
disclose them to us. Sovereignty is but another name for 
highest and benignest equity. As Hooker says, "They err 
who think that of the will of God to do this or that, there is 
no reason but His will." Eccles. Pol., lib. i., chap. ii. 3. The 
question of the number of the saved is no element of the 
doctrine we are i11ustrating. There have, alas! been men, 
Calvino Oalviniores, who have rashly, heartlessly, and unscrip
turally spoken of the JK).,,EK,7oi as a few-a small minority. God 
forbid. TheTe are many reasons and hints -in Scripture leading 
us to the very opposite conclusion. But, in fine, this is the 
practical lesson ; Christians have no grounds for self-felicita
tion in their possession of holiness and hope, as if with their 
own hand they had inscTibed their names in the Book of Life. 

1 Dil;cussions on Philosophy, Literature, &c., p. GOO. Edin. 1852. 
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rl'heir possession of "all spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places" is not self-originated. Its one author is God, and He 
hath conferred it in harmony with his own eternal purpose 
regarding them. His is all the work, and His is all the 
glory. And therefore the apostle rejoices in this eternal 
election. It is cause of deep and prolonged thankfulness, not 
of gloom, distrust, or perplexity. The very eternity of design 
clothes the plan of salvation with a peculiar nobleness. It 
has its origin in an eternity behind us. The world was 
created to be the theatre of redemption. Kindness, the result 
of momentary impulse, has not and cannot have such claim 
to gratitude as a beneficence which is the fruit of a matured 
and pre<lete1·mincd arrangement. The grace which springs 
from eternal choice must command the deepest homage of 
our nature, as in this doxology-EuXo,y17TO', o 01:o",-1Ca0@<; 
Jg1:xigaTo. 

The eternity of the plan suggests another thought, which 
we may mention without assuming a polemical aspect, or 
entering into the intricacies of the supra- and sub-lapsarian 
contmversies. It is this-salvation is an original thought and 
resolution. It is no novel expedient struck out in the fertility 
of divine ingenuity, after God's first purpose in regard to man 
had failed through man's apostacy. It is no afterthought, but 
the embodiment of a design which, foreseeing our ruin, had 
made preparation for it. N eander, indeed, says the object of 
the apostle in this place is to show that Christianity was not 
inferior to Judaism as a new dispensation, but was in truth the 
more ancient and original, presupposed even by Judaism itself. 
The election in Christ preceded the election of the Jewish 
nation in their ancestors. Geschicl.te der Pflanzun,q, &e., ii. 
443. But to represent this as the main object of the apostle 
is to dethrone the principal idea, and to exalt a mere inferen
tial lesson into its place. 

Before proceeding to the words iv a,ya7r'{}, we may remark, 
that the theory which makes foreseen holiness the ground of 
our election, and not its design, is clearly contrary to the 
apostolical statement; chosen-in order that we should be 
holy. So Augustine says that God chose us not quia futuri 
eramus, sed ut essemus sancti et immaculati. There is no 
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room for the conditional interjection of Grotius, Si et homines 
faciant, quod debent. The dilemma of those who base pre
destination upon prescience is :1 if God foresaw this faith and 
holiness, then those qualities were either self-created, or we1·e 
to be bestowed by Himself; if the former, the grace of God is 
denied, and if the latter, the question turns upon itself
What prompted God to give them the faith and holiness 
which He foresaw they should possess? The doctrine so 
clearly taught in this verse was held in its leading element 
by the ancient church--by the Roman Clement, Ignatius, 
Hermas, Justin Martyr, and Iremeus, before Augustine 
worked it into a system, and Jerome armed himself on its 
behalf. It is foreign to our purpose to review the theory of 
Augustine, the revival of it by Gottschalk, or its reassertion 
by Calvin and Janssen; nor can_ we criticise the assault made 
upon it by Pelagius, or describe the keen antagonism of 
Calistus and Julian, followed up in later times by Arminius, 
Episcopius, Limborch, and Tomline. Suffice it to say, that 
many who imagine that they have explained away a diffi
culty by denying one phase of the doctrine, have only 
achieved the feat of shifting that difficulty into another posi
tion. The various modifications of what we reckon the truth 
contained in the apostolical statement, do not relieve us of 
the mystery, which belongs as well to simple Theism as to 
the evangelical system.2 Dr. Whately has, with character
teristic candour, admitted that the difficulty which relates to 
the character and moral government of God, presses as hard 

1 The Chevalier Ramsay and Dr. Adam Clarke deny that God knows the free 
actions of moral agents before they take place. 

2 That p1-ince of thinkers, the late Sir William Hamilton, says of the "Philosophy 
of the Conditioned"-" It is here shown to be as irrational as irreligious, on the 
ground of human understanding, to deny, either, on the one hand, the foreknow
ledge,, predestination, and free grace of God, or, on the other, the free will of man; 
that we should believe both, and both in unison, though unable to comprehend 
eveu either apart. This philosophy proclaims with St. Augustine, and Augustine 
in his maturest writings:-' If there be not free grace in God, how can He save 
the world? and if there be not free will in man, how can the world by God be 
judged?' (Ad Valentin11m, Epist. 214.) Or, as the same doctl'ine is perhaps ex
p1essed even better by St. Ber11ard ,-' Abolish free will and there is nothing to be 
saved; abolish free grace, and there is nothing wherewithal to save.' (De Gratia 
et Libero Arbitrio. c. i.-Discussions, &c. p. 598.)" 
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on the Arminian as the Calvinist, and Sir James Mackintosh 
has shown, with his usual luminous and dispassionate power, 
how dangerous it is to reason as to the moral consequences 
which the opponents of this and similar doctrines may impute 
to them.1 In short, whether this doctrine be identified with 
Pagan stoicism or Mahometan fatalism, and be rudely set 
aside, and the world placed under the inspection of an inert 
omniscience; or whether it be modified as to its end, and that 
be declared to be privilege, and not holiness ; or as to its 
foundation, and that be alleged to be not gratuitous and irre
spective choice, but foreseen merit and goodness; or as to its 
subjects, and they be affirmed to be not individuals, but com
munities ; or as to its result, and it be reckoned contingent, 
and not absolute; or whether the idea of election be diluted 
into mere preferential choice : whichever of these theories be 
adopted-and they have been advocated in some of these 
aspects not only by some of the early Fathers,2 but by Arch
bishops Bramhall/ Sancroft,4 King,° Lawrence/ Sumner,1 and 
vVhately,8 and by Milton,9 Molina/° Faber,11 Nitzsch,12 Hase,13 

1 Miscellaneoua Works, p. 139. 
2 Origen, Philoc. cap. xxv.; Justin Martyr, Dial. cum Tryph. § 141; Clem. 

Alex. Strom. vi. See also Wiggers, Versuch einer pragmatischer Darstellung des 

August·inismus und Pelagiai,ismus. Berlin, 1821. 
S Controversy with Hobbes on Liberty and Necessity, Work, tome iii Dublin, 1677. 
4 Fur Prredestinatus, &c., a satire which Lord Macaulay justly styles "a hideous 

caricature."-llistory of England, vol. ii. p. 389, 8th ed. 
6 Sermon on Predestination, preached before the Irish House of Lords in 1719-

usually annexed to his well-known treatise "On the Origin of Evil," and reprinted 
with notes by Dr. Whately in 1821. 

6 Bampton Lecture "On the .Articles of the Church of England improperly con-
sidered Calvinistical." 1826. 

7 Archbishop of Canterbury, Apostolical Preaching Considered. 1826. 
s Essays on Some D ifticulties in the Writings of St. Paul, p. 91. 
D In his treatise De Doctrina Christiana, printed first in 1825, by Dr. Sumner, 

now Bishop of Winchester. 
ID A Spanish Jesuit of the University of Evora in Portugal, who, in his advocacy 

of semipelagian views, first gave currency to the term scientia media, in his treatise 
Liberi arbitrii concordia cum gratice donis, Divina prcescientia, providentia, prcedesti
natione, et reprobatione. Lisbon, 1588. 

11 On the Primitive Doctrine of Election. Lo:ndon, 1842. 
12 System der Christi. Lchre, § 141, 5th Auflage. 1844. 
13 Hutterus Redivivus, § 01, 6th Auflage. Leipzig, 1845. 
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Lange,1 Copleston,2 Chandler, Locke, ·watson,3 and many 
others-such hypotheses leave the central difficulty still 
unsolved, and throw us back on the unconditioned and undi
vided sovereignty of Him "of whom, to whom, and through 
whom are all things,"-all whose plans and purposes wrought 
out in the church, and designed to promote His glory, have 
been conceived in the vast and incomprehensible solitudes of 
His own eternity. I can only say, in conclusion, with the 
martyr Ridley, when he wrote on this high theme to Bradford 
-" In these matters I am so fearful, that I dare not speak 
further; yea, almost none otherwise than the text does, as it 
were, lead me by the hand." 

The position of the words ev lvt6:1ry will so far determine 
their meaning, but that position it is difficult to assign. 
Much may be said on either side. 1. If the words are kept, 
as in the Textus Receptus, at the end of the fourth verse, 
then some would join them to egEA.egaTo, and others to the 
adjectives immediately preceding them. That ev a,rya1rr, at 
the end of the verse should refer to egEA.egaTO at the beginning, 
is highly improbable. The construction would be so awkward, 
that we wonder how CEcumenius, Flacius; Olearius, Bucer, 
and Flatt could have adopted it. The entire verse would 
intervene between a reference to the act of election and the 
motive which is supposed to prompt to it. 2. Others, such 
as the Vulgate and Coptic, Ambrosiaster, Erasmus, Luther, 

1 Von der freien und Allgemeinen Gnade Gottes. Elberfeld, 1831. ·written 
against Booth's Reign of Grace. See Payne's Lectures on Divine Sovereignty, p. 69. 

2 An Inquiry into the Doctrine of Necessity and Predestination. 1821. 
3 Institutes of Theology, vol. iii. See for opposing arguments the systems of 

Hill, Dick, 1Voods, Chalmers, Wardlaw, and Finney, and of Mastricht, Turretine, 
Stapfer, and Pictet. See Reuss, Histoilre de la Theolog-ie Chret. &c., vol. ii. 13 2: Stras
bourg, 1852. Schmidt's Dvgrnatik, part iii. § 30. Dritte Auflage, Frankfort, 1853. 
Me~sner die Lehre der Apostel, &c., p. 252. See also Treatise on the Augustinian 
Doctrine of Predestination, by J.B. Mozley, B.D., Oxford. In this volume, with no 
little argument, he elaborates the theory that where our conceptions are indistinct, 
contradictory propositions may be accepted as equally true-such contradictory pro
positions as God's predestination and man's free will. But surely we cannot affirm 
them to be contradictory unless we fully comprehend them, and though they may 
appear contradictory when viewed under human aspects and conditions, we dare 
not transfer such contradictions to the domain of theology, for the whole question, 
as Mansel says, "transcends the limits of human thought." Bampton Lecture, p. 
412, 2d ed. 
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Beza, Calvin, Grotius, Matthies, Meier, Baumgarten-Crusius, 
and Alford, join the words to the adjectives &"flGl ,cai aµroµot, 
as if love were represented as the consummation of Christian 
virtue. The doctrine itself is a glorious truth-all the Chris
tian graces at length disappear in love, as the flower is lost in 
the fruit. Those who refer the adjectives to justifying right
eousness-justitia i"mputata-object to this view that it is not 
Pauline, but that ev w{r:;r€t would be the words employed. 
3. Though we are not hampered by such a false exegesis, 
we prefer to join ev a'Ya:1rr, to the following verse, and for 
these reasons:-vVhere &,"fW', is used along with aµwµo<;, as in 
Eph. v. 27, and even in Col. i. 22, where a third epithet, 
av€,YICA1JT0<;1 is also employed, there is no such supplementary 
phrase as Jv &"fa'7r"lJ· Alford tries to get rid of this objection 
by saying that Jv &-ya7ry refers not to the epithets alone, hut 
to the entire last clause. Yet the plea does not avail him, 
for his exegesis really makes Jv a,ya7T!J a qualification of the 
two adjectives. Olshausen appeals to other passages, but the 
reference cannot be sustained; for in Jude 24 the additional 
phrase kv a,ya?\,?\,iar:;€(, qualifies not dµwµo<;, but the entire pre
ceding clause-the presentation of the saved to God. When 
synonymous epithets arc used, a qualifying formula is some
times added, as in aµlµ7rTou<;, 1 Thess. iii. 13, but blameless 
in what? the adjective is proleptic, and ·ev al''flwr:;uvv is added. 
Koch, Comment., p. 272. The words ilv €lp11vv occur also in 
2 Pet. iii. 14, in the same clause with aµwµ'f}TO<;, but they 
belong not, as Olshausen supposes, to the adjective; they 
rather qualify the verb el,pE0ryvai-" found in peace." If ev 
luya7r'[) belonged to· the preceding adjectives, we should expect 
it to follow them immediately; but the words KaTevwmov 
ailTov intervene. The construction is not against the Pauline 
style and usage, as may be seen, chap. iii. 18, vi. 18, in 
which places the emphasis is laid on the preceding phrase. 
Nor has Alford's other argument more force in it-that the 
verbs and participles in this paragraph precede these quali
fying clauses: for we demur to the correctness of the state
ment. 1. We interpret the 8th verse differently, and make 
Jv 7ra,r:;y r:;o<f>{q. ,cat <ppov11r:;ei qualify the following ,yvwpfrra<;. 
2. The other qualifying clauses following the verbs and par-
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ticiples in this paragraph are of a different nature from this, 
four of them being introduced by Kani-referring to rule or 
measurement, and not to motive in itself or its elements. 
3. It is more natural, besides, to join the words to the fol
lowing verse, where adoption is spoken of; for the only source 
of it is the love of God, and it forms no objection to this view 
that €V arya'Tl'[J precedes the participle. Love is implied in pre
destination. Di-lectio prresupponitur E-lectioni, says Thomas 
Aquinas. And lastly, the spirit of the paragraph is God's 
dealing towards man in its great and gracious features ; and 
not precisely or definitely the features or elements of man's 
perfection as secured by Him. The minuter specifications 
belong to God-His eternal purpose and His realization of it. 
' The union of €V a-ya'Tl'[J with 'Tl'poop{,ra(; is sanctioned by the 
old Syriac version, by the fathers Chrysostom, Theophylact, 
Theodoret,, and Jerome ; by Zanchi us, Crocius, Bengel, 
Koppe, Storr, l:luckert, Harless, De W ctte, Olshausen, Holz
hausen, Stier, Turner, . ·and Ellicott; and by the editors 
Griesb~ch, Scholz, Lachmann, and Tischendorf. 

(Ver. 5.) 'Ev arya'Tl'[J 7rpoop{aw; ~µ,a,;;€£<; vio0Euiav Ott:l. 'l'IJUOV 
XptuTOV €l,;; avTOv-" In love having pl'edestinatcd us for the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself." Still 
another or third ground of praise. 'Ev a'Ya'Tl'IJ, 1n,u{, 7rpoopfua,;;, 
says Chrysostom, and Jerome renders in cliaritate prwdestirians. 
Saints enjoy the privilege and heritage of adoption. The 
source of this blessing is love, and that love, unrestrained and 
self-originated, has developed its power and attachment
,, according to the good plea.sure of His will." This verse is, 
to soine extent, only a different phase of the truth contained 
in. the preceding one. The idea of adoption was a favourite 
one with the apostle-Rom. viii. 14, 15, rn, 23, ix. 4; 2 Cor. 
vi. 18; Gal. iii. 7, 26, iv. 5, 6, 7; Heb. ii. 10, xii. 5-8, 
&c. In the Old Testament piety is denominated by the filial 
relationship "sons of God." Gen. vi. 2. The theocratic 
connection of .Israel with God is also pictured by the same 
tender tie. Ex. iv. 22; .Jer. iii. 19; Hos. i. 10. Tio0€u{a-
8erov ulov 'Tl'Ot€£U0at-conveys a similar idea, with this dis-

. tinction, that the sonship is not a natural but a constituted 
relationship, for the 0€TO<, was quite distinct from the ryvryuw,. 
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The idea here is not merely t11at of sonship, as U steri ima
gines, but sonship acquired by adoption. Paulin. Lehrbegr(ff, 
p. 194. Whatever blessings were implied or shadowed out 
in the Israelitish adoption, belong now to Christians. For 
they possess a likeness to their Father in the lustrous linea
ments of His moral character, and they have the enjoyment 
of His special love, the privilege of near and familiar access, 
the wholesome and necessary discipline withheld from the 
bastard or foundling-Heh. xii. 8-and a rich provision at 
the same time out of His glorious fulness, for they have an 
inheritance, as is told in ver. 11. God and all that God is, 
God and all that God has, is their boundless and eternal pos
session-1 Cor. iii. 21-23-to be enjoyed in that home whose 
material glories are only surpassed by its spiritual splendours. 
Adoption is, therefore, a combined subjective view of the 
cardinal blessings of justification and sanctification. 

IIpoopiow,-The signification of the verb is, "to mark. out 
beforehand," and it is the act of God. We were marked out 
for adoption-7rpo; not before others, but before time. The 
7rpo does not of itself express this, but the spirit of the con
text would lead to this conclusion. The general idea is the 
same as that involved in e,exe,aTo, though there is a specific 
distinction. 'l'he end preappointed-7rpo, is implied in the 
one; the mass out of which choice is made-eJC, is glanced at 
by the other. In the first case, the Divine mind is supposed 
to look.forward to the glorious destiny to which believers are 
set apart ; in the second case, it looks down upon the unde
Sel"Ving stock out of which it chose them. IIpoop{cra<; may 
indicate an action prior to e!e">,i!aTo-" Having foreappointed 
us to the adoption of children, He chose us in Christ Jesus." 
Donaldson, § 574; ·winer, § 451. Homberg-Parerga, p. 
286-thus paraphrases, Postquam nos prcedestinaret adoptan
dos, eli:qit etiarn nos, ut si'mus sancti. But as the action both 
of verb and participle belongs to God, we would rather take 
the participle as synchronous with the verb. Bernhardy, 
p. 383. For though the order of the Divine decrees is a sub
j cct too high for us, as we can neither grasp infinitude nor 
span eternity, yet we may say that there is oneness and not 
succession of thought in God's mind, simultineous idea and 
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not coµsecutive arrangement. See Martensen's Ohristliche 
IJogmatik, ff.) 207,208, 209; Kiel, 1855. The doctrine taught 
is, that our reception of the blessings, prerogatives, and pros
pects implied in adoption, is not of our own merit, but is 
wholly of God. The returning prodigal does not win his 
way back into the paternal mansion. This purpose to accept 
us existed ere the fact of our apostacy had manifested itself, 
and being without epoch of origin, it comes not within the 
limits of chronology. It prewexisted time. It is strange to 
find the German psychology attempting to revive out of these 
words Origen's dream of the pre-existence of souls. Surely 
it forgets that He whose mind comprises beginning and end, 
" calls things that are not, as though they were." 

Ota 'Lwov Xpta-Tov-not simply for Christ's sake, but by 
means of· His mediation, since but for Him the family had 
never been constituted. God's Son is the "first-born" of the 
vast household, and fraternal relation to Him is filial relation 
to God. 

elr;; avTov-" to Himself." It matters not much whether 
-the reading be ah6v or aiJTov. The former, coming so closely 
after ota I.X., is certainly preferable, while the latter reading 
has at least the merit of settling the reference. Griesbach, 
Knapp, and Scholz, following Beza, Stephens, and l\fill, have 
ah61,. Other editors, such as Erasmus, W etstein, Lachmann, 
and Tischendorf, prefer av-r6v, and they are supported by 
Harless, Olshausen, and Meyer. The reference of the word, 
however, is plainly to God. T?, D~ elr;; av-r6v TOV 7ra-repa )..Jryei 
-Theodoret. Some, indeed, refer the pronoun to Christ. 
The scholastic interpreters, Anselm and Thomas Aquinas, did 
this, and they have been followed by Vorstius, Bullinger, 
a-Lapide, and Goodwin, who, however, as his manner is, 
combines both the views ; " the Holy Ghost," he adds, 
"intended both." But these expositors are more or less 
paraphrastie and wide of the truth. Others, referring it to 
God, give it the signification of a dative, such as Calvin, 
Beza, and Calixtus, who join the w01·ds with 7rpoop{<1a-;, and 
find in the formula this idea that the cause of our adoption 
lies' only in God, that predestination is not caused by any 
motive or power foreign to Himself-extra se/psum. But thi,, 

D 
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exegesis is a capricious and unwarranted construction· of El, 
with its accusative. Others, again, take it as a dativus com
modi for JavTCp, as Grotius, Koppe, Holzhausen, and Meier. 
"God has made us His own children," a meaning which does 
not bring out the full force of the word. Not very different is 
the explanation ofRiickert, who makes it equivalent to avrov 
in the genitive-"He has predestined us to His own adoption." 
The apostle does not use a preposition where a simple dative 
or a genitive would have sufficed. Others, retaining the 
undoubted meaning of the accusative, would render it in 
various ways. Piscator translates-Ad gloriam grati"ce sum. 
Theophylact, with (Ecumenius, explains, 'T't}V El-. avT<iV dva
ryovo-av-adoption leading to Him. Olshausen's notion is not 
dissimilar. De W ette renders simply fur ihn; that is, for 
Him whose glory is the ultimate end of the great work of 
redemption. Theodore of Mopsuestia thus expounds it, Zva 
av'T'OV viol "}.,ryo{µE0a 7'E K.(U XPTJµa7{troµEV. Something of the 
truth lies in all those modes of explanation, with the exception 
of the view of Calvin, and those who think with him. El, 
occurs twice in the verse, first pointing out the nearer object 
of 7rpooplo-a,, and then the relation of the spiritual adoption 
to God. In such a case as the last, El-. indicates a relation 
different from the simple dative, and one often found in the 
theology of the apostle. Winer, § 49, § 31-4. Adoption has 
its medium in Christ: but it has its ultimate enjoyment and 
blessing in God. Himself is our Father-HIS household we 
enter-HIS welcome we are saluted with-I!Is name and 
dignity we wear-Hrs image we possess-His discipline we 
receive-and Hrs home, secured and prepared for us, we hope 
for ever to dwell in. 'ro HIMSELF we are adopted. The origin 
of this privilege and distinction is the Divine love. That love 
was not originated by us, nor is it an essential feeling on the 
part of God, for it has been exercised-

K.a'T'a T~ll EvDoK.!av 'T'OV 0EA~µaTO, avrov-" according to the 
good pleasure of His will." KaTCf, as usual, denotes rule 
or measure. W'iner, § 49. Evoo1da, according to Jerome a 
~md coined by the Seventy, rebus nonis nova verba .fingentes, 
has two meanings ; that of will - it seems good to me
voluntas Hberrima-" mere good pleasure;" and that of bene-
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volence or goodwill. The former meaning is held by Chry
sostom (ro u<f,oopov 0e"'-7Jµa), by Grotius, Calvin, Flatt, 
Ruckert, De Wette, Ellicott, and Stier, with the Vulgate and 
Syriac. The notion of "goodwill," or benignant purpose, is 
advocated by Drusius, Beza, Bodius, Roell, Harless, Olshau
Ben, and Baumgarten-Crusius. Such is its prevailing accepta
tion in the Septuagint, as representing the Hebrew )ili:), 

The translators gave this rendering on purpose and with 
discrimination, for when )ili:) signifies will or decree, as it 
sometimes does, they render it by 0eM1µa. Compare Ps. 
xix. 15, li. 19, lxxxix. 18, cv. 4, with Esther i. 8; Ps. 
xxix. 5, xl. 8; Dan. viii. 4, xi. 3, 16, &c. The Seventy 
render the proper name 71¥';ll:1 (Delight), Cant. vi. 4, by €V001cta, 
Symmachus by EV00K71T~- In the New Testament the mean
ing is not different. Luke ii. 14; Rom. x. 1 ; Philip. i. 15, 
ii. 13. Matt. xi. 26, and the parallel passage, Luke x. 21, 
may admit of the other meaning, and yet, as Harless sug
gests, the context, with its verb rrtaX'll,iauaTO, seems to 
support the more common signification. Fritzsche ad Rom. 
ii. 369-note. Ellicott virtually gives up his decision, by 
admitting that " goodness is necessarily involved ; " and the 
philological and contextual arguments of Hodge for the first 
view are utterly inconclusive. We agree with De "\Vette that 
the reference in €uOoK{a is to be sought, not in the 7rpowptu
µhot, but in 7rpoop{ua<; ; but it defines His will as being 
something more than a mere decree resting on sovereignty, 
and there' is on this account all the more reason why praise is 
due, for the clause is still connected with fv),,,ory71ro,;,. CEcu
menius well defines it, iJ t,r' €uap,yeu{q, (3ouX71uv,. Theodoret 
says, that the Sacred Scripture understands by €vooKla,-To 
a,ya0011 TOV 0. 0e')-.,71µa. The 0eA17µa-not an Attic term 
(Phrynichus, ed. Lo beck, p. 7)-in itself simple purpose, has 
in it an element of €uCoK{a. Benignity characterizes His 
unbiassed will. 

And the proof of this statement is plain to a demonstration. 
For though adoption among men usually results from child
lessness, and because no son has a seat on their hearth, they 
bring home the orphaned wanderer, no motive of this kind 
has place with God. His heart rejoices oyer myriads of His 
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unfallen progeny, and His glory would not have been unseen, 
nor His praises unsung, though this fallen world had sunk 
into endless and hopeless perdition. Again, while men 
adopt a child not me1·ely because they like it, but because 
they think it likeable in features or in temper, there was 
nothing in us to excite God's love, nay there was every
thing to quench it in such a ruined and self-ruined creature. 
So plain is it, that if God love and adopt us, that love has 
no assignable reason save "the good pleasure of His will." 
In endeavouring to show that the occurrence of ,caTtt T~v 
euSo,ctav after i!v a:y&:1rv is no tautology, Olshausen says, that 
ary&'TT'17 refers to tlte proper essence of God, and that euoo,c{a 
brings out the prominent benevolence of the individual act of 
His will. The opinion of Harless is similar, that ary&'TT'17 is 
the general emotion, and that its special expression as the 
result of will is contained in Evoo,c{a. Perhaps the apostle's 
meaning is, that while adoption is the correlative fruit of love, 
purpose, special and benign, has its peculiar and appropriate 
sphere of action in predestination-7rpoopla-a_--,caTCt. There 
is "will," for if God love sinners so as to make them sons, it 
is not because His nature necessitates it, but because He wills 
it. Yet this will clothes itself, not in bare decree, but " i'.n 
good pleasure," and such good pleasure is seen deepening into 
love in their actual inbringing. The idea of this clause is 
therefore quite different from that of the last clause of v. 11. 

(Ver. 6.) El, foawov oog17_- T'J" x&piTo_- auTOii-" To the 
praise of the glory of His grace." El_- occurs thrice in the 
sentence-first pointing out the object of predestination
then, in immediate sequence, marking the connection of the 
adopted with God-and now designating the final end of the 
process-relations objective, personal, and teleological, dif
ferent indeed, yet closely united. A6g17,;; has not the article, 
being defined by the following genitive, which with its pro
noun is that of possession. Winer, § 19, 2, b; :M:advig, 
§ 10, 2. This verse describes not the mere result, but the 
final purpose, of God's 7rpoopia-µ,o,;;. The proximate end is 
man's salvation, but the ultimate purpose is God's own glory, 
the manifestation of His moral excellence. 2 C01·. i. 20 ; 
Philip. i. 11, ii. 11. It was natural in an ascription of 
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1;raise to introduce this idea, the apostle's offering of praise 
-eu?wry'lfTo, o ®eoc;-being at that moment a realization of 
this very purpose, and therefore acceptable to Him. Some 
critical editors read avTov, but without valid reason. 

The reduction of the phrase to a Hebraism is a feeble 
exegesis. That reduction has been attempted in two ways. 
Some, like Grotius and Estius, resolve it into et, e'lf'atvov evoogov 
-to the glorious praise of His grace. Others, as Beza, Koppe, 
Winer, Holzhausen, and Meier, construe it as xapi, evoogo,. 
But it is not generally His glorious grace, but this one special 
element of that grace which is to be praised. Winer, § 30, 31 ; 
Bernhardy, p. 53. Xapic; is favour, Divine favour, proving 
that man has not only no merit, but that, in spite of demerit, 
he is saved and blessed by God. (See under chap. ii. 5-8.) 
Its glory is its fulness, freeness, and condescension. It shrinks 
from no sacrifice, averts itself from no species or amount of 
guilt, enriches its objects with the choicest favours, and con
fers upon them the noblest honours. It has effected what 
it purposed-stooping to the depths, it has raised us to the 
heights of filial dignity. Still farther : this grace, with its 
characteristic glory, is a property in God's nature which 
could never have been displayed but for the introduction of 
sin, and God's design to save sinners. This, then, was His 
great and ultimate end, that the glory of His grace should be 
seen and praised, that this element of His character should 
be exhibited in its peculiar splendour, for without it all 
conceptions of the Divine nature must have been limited and 
unworthy. And as this grace lay in His heart, and as its 
exhibition springs from choice, and not from essential o~liga
tion, it is praised by the church, which receives it, and by the 
universe, which admires it. Therefore to reveal Himself fully, 
to display His full-orbed glory, was an end worthy of God.1 

The idea of Stier, that the words have a subjective reference, 
is far-fetched, as if the apostle had said that we are predestined 
to be ourselves the praise of his glory. All that is good in 
this interpretation is really comprised in the view already 
given. 

1 No one who has read, can forget, the magnitlcent tract of Jonathan Edwards
"' God's Chief End in Creation." Works, i. p. 41; ed. 1806, London. 
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€V f;, or rJ<, JxaptTwaw 17µ,a<;.-The former reading has in 
its favour D, E, F, G, K, L. 'I'he Vulgate and Syriac cannot 
be adduced as decided authorities, as they have often charac
teristic modes of translation in such places. For 'f/'> we have 
the two old l\fSS. A and B, and Uhrysostom's first quotation 
of the clause. Authorities are pretty nearly balanced, and 
editors and critics are therefore divided-Tischendorf and 
Ellicott being foT the first, Lachmann and Alford for the 
second-but the meaning is not affected whichever reading 
be adopted. VVhile Jv ri is well suppoTtcd, 'i/'> would seem to 
be quite in harmony with Pauline usage, and. is the more 
difficult of the two read.ings, tempting a copyist on that 
account to alter it. It stand.s so by attraction. Bernhardy, 
p. 299 ; ,,Viner § 241 ; Eph. iv. 1 ; 2 Cm. i. 4; see also 
under ver. 8. Two classes of meanings have been assigned 
to the verb:__:-

1. That of Chrysostom, and the Greek fathers, who usually 
follow him, Theodoret, Theophylact, and CEcumenius; also 
of many of the Catholic interpreters, and of Beza, Luther, 
Calvin, Piscator, Olshausen, Holzhausen, Passavant, and the 
English version.. The verb is supposed by them to refer to 
the personal or subjective result of grace, which is to give men 
acceptance with God--gratos et acceptos reddidi't. Men filled 
with grati'a are ,qratiosi in the eye of God. Luther renders 
angenehm gemaclzt, as in our version, 11 made accepted." 
Chrysostom's philological argument is, the apostle does not 
say 'f/'> Jxap{a-aTO aA,11,' Jxapfrwa-w 17µ,as, that is, the apostle 
does not say, "which he has graciously given," but "with 
whiyh he has made us gracious." He further explains the 
term by ,cat, €7r€paa-rov<, J7rou7a-€v-" He has made us objects 
of his love; " and. he employs this striking and beautiful 
figure-'' It is as if one were to take a leper, wasted with 
malady and disease, with age, destitution, and hunger, and 
were to change him all at once into a lovely youth, sur
passing all men in beauty, shedding a bright lustre from his 
cheeks, and eclipsing the solar beam with the glances of his 
eyes, and then were to set him in the flower of his age and 
clothe him in purple, and with a diadem, and all the vest
ments of royalty. Thus has God arrayed and adorned our 
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soul, and made it an object of' beauty, delight, and love." 
But the notion conveyed in this figure appears to us to be 
foreign to the meaning of the term. The word occurs, indeed, 
with a similar meaning in the Septuagint, Siraeh xviii. 17, 
where avf/p /C€xapiTWfL€VO', is a man full of grace and bland
ness; and the same book, ix. 8, according to the Codex A and 
Clement's quotation, has the same participle, as if it were 
synonymo-µs with EiJµopcpoi;;-eomely, well-shaped. Opera, p. 
257; Colonirn, 1688. Such a sense, however, is not in har
mony with the formation of the verb or the usage of the New 
Testament. Yet :Mohler, in his Symbol1"k, § 13, 14, uses the 
clause as an argument for the justitia inluerens of the Romish 
chmch. 

2. The verb xaptTow, a word of the later Greek, signifies 
according to the analogy of its formation-to grace, to bestow 
grace upon. So some of the older commentators, as Cocceius, 
Roell, and most modern ones. Verbs in 6w signify to give 
action or existence to the thing or quality specified by the 
correlate noun, have what Kuhner appropriately calls ein 
factitive Bedeutung, § 368. Thus, 7Tvp6w-I set on fire, 
0avaT6w-I put to death, that is, I give action to 7Tvp and 
0avaTO<;. Buttmann, § 119. XapiT6w w.ill thus indicate 
the communication or bestowment of the xapii;;. The grace 
spoken of is God's, and that grace is liberally conferred upon 
us. To maintain the alliteration it may be rendered, '.rhe 
grace with which He graced us, or the favour with which He 
favoured us. The Vulgatc has gratijicavit, and the Syriac 
~Ji-which He has poured out. Xapii;; has an o bjec
tive meaning here, as it usually has in the Pauline writings, 
and KEXapiTwµe-v"l, applied to the Virgin (Luke i. 28, Valck
naer, ap. Luc. i. 28), signifies favoured of God, the selected 
recipient of His peculiar grace. Test. xii. Patr. p. 698. The 
use of a noun with its correlate verb is not uncommon. Eph. 
i. 3, 19, 20; ii. 4; iv. 1; Donaldson,§ 466; Winer,§ 24, 1. 
The spirit of the declaration is-To the praise of the glmy of 
His grace, which He so liberally conferred upon us-the aorist 
referring to past indefinite time and not to present condition. 
The liberal .bestowment of that grace is its crown and glory. 
It ,vas with no stinted hand that God gave it, as the following 
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context abundantly shows. This glory of grace which is to 
be lauded is not its innate and inoperative greatness, but its 
communicated amount. The financial prosperity of a peopl~ 
is not in useless and treasured bullion, but the coined metal 
in actual circulation. The value is not in the jewel as it 
lies in the depth of the mine, in the midst of unconscious 
darkness, but as it is cut, polished, and sparkling in the royal 
diadem. So it is not grace as a latent attribute, but grace in 
profuse donation, and effecting its high and holy purpose ; it 
is not grace gazed at in God's heart, but grace felt in ours, 
felt in rich variety and continuous reception-it is " the grace 
with which He graced us," that is to be praised for its 
glory. And it is poured out-

€V Trp ~rya7r?'Jf1,evrp-" in the Beloved." Some MSS., such 
as Dt, E, F, G, add vicp a{rrov, an evident gloss followed by 
the V ulgate and Latin fathers. The Syriac adds the pronoun, 
in his Beloved-.~. The reference is undoubtedly to 
Christ. Matt. iii. 17; xvii. 5; John, iii. 16; 1 John, iv. 9, 
10, 11; or Col. i. 13--o viii~ rf'J~ OP/a'lr?'J~ avToV. Jesus IS the 
object of the Father's love-eternal, boundless, and immut
able ; and " in Him " as the one living sphere, not for His 
sake only, men are enriched with grace. But what suggested 
such an epithet here? 1. The apostle had said, " In love 
having predestinated us to the adoption of children." We, 
as adopted children, are indeed loved, but there is another, 
the Son, the own beloved Sou. It was not, therefore, affec
tion craving indulgence, or eager for an o~ject on which to 
expend itself, that led to our adoption. There was no void 
in His bosom, the loved One lay in it. 2. The mediatorial 
representative of fallen humanity is the object of special affec
tion on the part of God, and in Him men are also loved by 
God. Bengel suggests that the xap1s we enjoy is different 
from this arya1r?'J, Still the apostle affirms that we share in 
love as well as grace. 3. The following verse tells us that 
redemption comes to us oia, roD arµ,aro,-by His blood, for 
the Beloved One is the sacrifice. '\Vhat love, therefore, on the 
Father's part to deliver Him up-what praise to the glory of 
His grace-and what claim has Jesus to be the loved One 
also of His church, when His self-sacrificing love for them 
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has proved and sustained its fervour in the agonies of a violent 
and vicarious death! For the next thought is-

(v 7 ) 'E .. ,, ' , ' , "' , ~ ,, er. . v p exoµ,ev T1JV a7ro"'uTproaw via TOU aiµ,aTor; 
avwu-" In whom we have redemption by His blood." The 
apostle now specifies some fruits of that grace-illustrates 
EXapfrroCJ'ev. From a recital of past acts of God toward us he 
comes now to our present blessing. Redemption stands out to 
his mind as the deliverance-so unique in its nature and so 
well known, that it has the article prefixed. It is enshrined 
in solitary eminence. The idea fills the Old Testament, for 
the blessing which the Levjtical ritual embodied and symbo
lized was redemption-deliverance from evil by means of 
sacrifice. Lev. i. 4, 9; iv. 26; xvii. 11. Blood was the medium 
of expiation and of exemption from penalty. Umbreit, Der 
Brief an die Romer ausgelegt, p. 261: Gotha, 1856. 'A7ro
)\,{JTproCJ't'>, as its origin intimates, signifies deliverance by the 
payment of a price or ransom-A-vTpov. It has been said that 
the idea of ransom is sometimes dropped, and that the word 
denotes merely rescue. We question this, at least in the New 
Testament; certainly not in Rom. viii. 23, for the redemp
tion of the body is, equally with that of the soul, the result of 
Christ's ransom-work. Even in Heb. xi. 35, and in Luke 
xxi. 28, we might say that the notion of ransom is not alto
gether sunk, though it be of secondary moment ; in the one 
case it is apostacy, in the other, the destruction of the Jewish 
state, which is the ideal price. We have the simple noun in 
Luke i. 68; ii. 38; Heb. ix. 12; and )\,vTpovv in Luke xxiv. 
21; Tit. ii. 14. The human race need deliverance, and they 
cannot, either by price or by conquest, effect their own libera
tion, for the penal evil which sin has entailed upon them 
fetters and subdues them. But redemption is not an imme
diate act of sovereign prerogative; it is represented as the 
result of a process which involved and necessitated the death 
of Christ. The means of deliverance, or the price paid, was the 
blood of Christ-out TOU a?µ,aTO<, avTOU ; as in Acts xx. 28, 
where we have 7repie7roi~a-aTo, and 1 Cor. vi. 20, where we have, 
under a different aspect 1,yopda-011-re, and similarly in Gal. iii. 
13. Blood is the material of expiation. The death of Jesus 
was one of blood, for it was a violent death; and that blood-
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the blood of a sinless man, on whom the Divine law had no 
claim, and could have none-was poured out as a vicarious 
offering.1 The atonement was indispensable to remission of 
sin-it was To \vTpov-the price of infinite value. Matt. xx. 
28; xxvi. 28; Mark x. 45; Heh. ix. 22. The law of God 
must be maintained in its purity ere guilty man can be par
doned. The universal Governor glorifies his law, and, by the 
same act enables Himself to forgive its transgressors. The 
nexus we may not be able to discover fully, but we believe, 
in opposition to the view of Schleiermaeher, Coleridge, and 
others, that the death of Christ has governmental relations, 
has an influence on our salvation totally different in nature 
and sphere of operation, from its subjective power in subduing 
the heart by the love which it presents, and the thrilling 
motives which it brings to bear upon it. See Reuss, Hist. de 
la Theologie Ohretienne au Siecle Apostolique, tome ii. p. 182. 

e11 if,-11 in whom ; " not as Koppe, Flatt, and others would 
have it," on account of whom." The ou£ points to the instru
mental connection which the death of Christ has with our 
redemption, but lv to the method in which that redemption 
becomes ours. Rom. iii. 24. .ilia regards the means of pro
vision, l11 the mode of reception-in Christ the Beloved, in 
loving, confiding union with IIim as the one sphere-a 
thought vitally pervading the paragraph and the entire epistle. 
For how can we lmve safety if·we are out of the Saviour? 
Rom. viii. 1, 33. 

'fhe apostle places the forgiveness of sins in apposition with 
redemption, not as its only element, but as a blessing imme
diate, characteristic, and prominent-

Thv J<f:,caw TW11 7rapa7rTWµarwv-" the forgiveness of sins.'' 
Col. i. l 4. IIapa7rTWµa-falling aside, offence, differs from 
aµapTia, not exactly, as Jerome affirms, that the first term 

1 "Quand done vous entendez ici parler de son sang, ne vous representez ni 
celui de la Circoncision, quand le couteau de la Loi Jui en sit perdre quelques 
gouttes, huit jours apres sa naissance; ni celui de son agonie, quand l'exces du 
trouble qu'il ressentoit en son esprit, lui en sit suer des grumeaux dans 1c jardin 
des Olives; ni celui de sa flagellation, quand les verges des soldats lui en tirerent 
des ruisseaux dans le Pretoire. C'est celui de sa mort m€me."-Sermons sw• 
l'Epitre <le St. Paul aux Epkesiens, par feu l\I. Du Bose, tome i. p. 277: 1699. 
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means the lapse toward sin, and the second the completed act 
in itself, for wapawTwµa is expressly applied by Paul in Rom. 
v. 15, &c., to the first sin of the first man-that offence of 
which aµap·rla, or a sinful state, is the sad and universal 
result. The word, therefore, signifies here that series and 
succession of individual sinful acts with which every man is 
chargeable, or the actual and numerous results and manifesta
tions of our sinful condition. "AcpEa-t~-sometimes standing 
by itself, but generally with aµaprlwv-is release from some
thing which binds, from the chain which fetters-Luke iv. 19 
-or the debt or tribute which oppresses. Esther ii. 18. It 
frees from the ocpdlvr1µa-from debt, as at the year of jubilee. 
Lev. xxv. 31 ; xxvii. 24. It is, therefore, the ·remission of 
that which is due to us on account of offences, so that our 
liability to punishment is cancelled. It is surely wrong in 
Alford to make llcfmnv coextensive with a7ro),:r'JTpwcnv. In the 
New Testament the noun does not signify "all riddance from 
the practice and consequences of our transgression," but defi
nitely and specially remission of the penalty. Mark iii. 29; 
Acts, ii. 38 (the gift of the Spirit there succeeding that of 
forgiveness) ; Acts xiii. 38, 39; xx;vi. 18; Heb. x. 18. But 
a7ro"l\,vrpwuw is much wider, being not only man's deliverance 
from all evil-from sin, Satan, and death-but his entrance 
into all the good which a redeeming God has provided-peace, 
joy, and life-a title to heaven and preparation for it. The 
JcpEuw of this verse is not, therefore, "equipollent " with 
c'mo"l\,vrpwa-t~, but the following paragraph is; for the a7ro°ll,v
Tp@n~ contains the series of blessings described in it, and 
among them forgiveness of sins has a first and prominent 
place. '' AcpEa-t~ differs from 7rltpEut~ (Rom. iii. 25), for the latter 
is pmetermission, not remission; the suspension of the penalty, 
or the forbearing to inflict it, but not its entire abrogation. 
Fritzsche Ad Rom., vol. i., p. 199 ; Trench On Bynon. § 33. 
But the blessing here is remission. And it is full, all past sin 
being blotted out, and provision being made that future guilt 
shall also be remitted. Permanent dwelling in Christ, (Jv if,) 
secures continued forgiveness. That forgiveness also is free, 
because it is the result of His sacrifice-out. arµ,aro~ ; and it 
is irreversible, since it is God that justifies, and who shall 
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impeach His equity? or shall He revoke His own sentence of 
absolution? 

And the apostle says, lxoµ,€v-in the present time; not like 
€VAO"fi)<Ta~, €g€xlgaTo, 7rpoop{ua~, €xapfno<T€v-descriptive of 
past acts of God. The meaning is not-We have got it, and 
now possess it as a distinct and perfect blessing, but we are 
getting it-are in continuous possession of it. We are ever 
needing, and so are ever havin,q i't, for we are still " in Him,'' 
and the merit of His blood is uncxhausted. Forgiveness is 
not a blessing complete at any point of time in our human 
existence, and therefore we are still receiving it. See under 
Col. i. 14. 

But those 7rapa7rTChµ,aTa are many and wanton-not only 
numerous, but provoking, so that forgiveness, to reach us, 
must be patient and ample, and the apostle characterizes its 
measure as being-

,caTd TO 7rAOVTO~ Trl~ x6ptTO, alrrov-" according to the 
riches of His grace. With Ruckert, Lachmann, and Tischen
tlorf, on the authority of A, B, Dt, F, G, we prefer the neuter 
To 7rXovTo,, a form which occurs, according to the best MSS., 
in Eph. ii. 7, iii. 8, 16; Phil. iv. 19; Col. i. 27, ii. 2; Winer, 
§ 9, 2, 2. Il-XovTo, is what Paley calls one of the "cant" 
words of the apostle, that is, one of the favourite terms which 
he often introduces-" riches of goodness," "riches of glory," 
"riches of full assurance," "riches of wisdom," &c. It 
serves no purpose to resolve the formula into a Hebraism, so 
that it might be rendered "his rich grace," or "his gracious 
riches," for the genitive is that of possession connected with 
its pronoun. Winer, § 30, 3, 1. 'l'he classic Greeks use a 
similar construction of two substantives. The aVTOv evidently 
refers to God, and some MSS. read allTOv. Xapi,-see under 
ii. 8. The spirit of the clause may be thus illustrated:-The 
favour of man toward offenders is soon exhausted, and accord
ing to its penury, it soon wearies of forgiving. But God's 
grace has unbounded liberality. Much is expended; many 
sinners of all lands, ages, and crimes are pardoned, fully par
doned, often pardoned, and frankly pardoned, but infinite 
wealth of grace remains behind. It is also to be remarked, 
that xapt, and a'tµ,a are really not opposed. Atonement is 
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not in antagonism with grace. For the opulence of His 
grace is seen not only in its innumerable forms and varieties 
of operation among men, but also in the unasked and un
merited provision of auch an atonement, so perfect and glo
rious in its relation to God and man, as the blood of the 
"Beloved One." 

(Ver. 8.) "Hs- e7rep{a-a-eva-ev els- iui,Bs.-" Which He has 
made to abound toward us." "Hs- is the result of attraction. 
If it stand for 'l?V, then the verb will have a transitive significa
tion-" '\Vhich he hath made, or caused to abound." But if 
rys- stand for the dative, as Calvin, Camerarius, and Schmid 
suppose, the meaning is that of our version-" In which he 
has abounded toward us." Winer, § 24, 1. But the New 
Testament affords no example of such an attraction, though 
this be the usual signification of the verb. The V ulgate, 
taking it for a nominative, falsely reads qure supe1·abundavit in 
nobis J° and Piscator's exegesis is wholly arbitrary, copiose se 
~ffudit. It is, however, natural to suppose that there is no 
change in the ruling nominative. Attraction seldom takes 
place except when the relative should stand in the accusative 
(Kuhner, § 787, Anmcrk. 4; J elf, § 822), so that, with the 
more modern interpreters, we take 'f/S' as the substitute of' the 
accusative, and prefer the transitive sense of the verb. Such 
a Hiphil signification belongs to the word in 1 Thess. iii. 12; 
2 Car. iv. 15, ix. 8. The relative does not denote the mode 
of abundance, but the matter of it. It has been suggested
Ellicott, p. 164-that, as verba faciendi, like 7rEpta-a-evw, may 
have an appended accusative elicited from the verb, "make 
an abundance of"-so the principle of attraction need not be 
applied to rys-. Beza gives it, qua redundavit. The riches of 
His grace are not given us in pinched exactness, or limited 
and scanty measurement-where sin abounds, grace super
abounds. Rom. v. 20. God knows that He cannot exhaust 
the wealth of His grace, and therefore He lavishes it with 
unstinted generosity upon us. Theophylact explains the 
clause thus: &cp0ovws- e~JXEEV-" He hath poured it upon us 
unsparingly." And the apostle, having spoken of forgiveness 
M an immediate blessing, adds-

Jv 7raa-v a-o<f>{q, Ka'i cppovrya-et-" in all wisdom and pru-
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dence." 'rhe preliminary question refers to the position of 
this clause. Should it be joined to the preceding e7repla·
crevcrev, or does it belong to the following verse, and qualify 
the participle ryvwplcrar;;? If it stand in connection with the 
foregoing verb, it may be variously interpreted. Four forms 
of exegesis have been proposed:--

1. Calvin, Balduin, and Beza understand the phrase as a 
general name for the gospel, and their meaning is, that the 
vocation of men, by the perfectly wise plan of the gospel, is 
to be ascribed to grace as really as is their election. 

2. Others understand it as referring to the gifts of wisdom 
and prndence which accompany the reception of divine for
giveness. So Aretius, Calixtus, vVolf, Bengel, Morus, Flatt, 
Meyer, Meier, Matthies, Bisping, Baumgarten-Crusius, and 
virtually Harless-" According to the riches of His grace, 
which He made to abound toward us, along with the gifts of 
wisdom and prudence." Or as Ellicott says-" It may mark 
out the sphere and element in which the 7repfcrcrevcre11 is 
evinced and realized.'' But the clause so interpreted may be 
either logically connected with €7replcrcrevcrev or ryvwplcrar;;, and 
may mean either " He hath abounded toward us;" and one 
proof and result of such abundance is the bestowment of these 
graces ; or He hath made us wise and prudent, because He 
hath made known to us the mystery of His will. Thus illcu
meni.us, who joins the words with the following verse-crocpovr;; 
/Cal cppovlµovc; 'lT"OPJcra,;; o{hwc; eryvwpurev 'TO µvcrnj pwv. If we 
prefened this exegesis, we should adopt the latter modifica
tion, which some of these critics also espouse, namely, that 
the wisdom and prudence are neither the proof nor the sphere 
of grace abounding toward us, but are the effects of God's 
disclosure of the· mystery of His will. 

3. Some, again, refer the words to God, as if they were 
descriptive of the manner in which He has caused His grace 
to abound toward us. God in all wisdom and prudence has 
made all grace to abound toward us. So Castalio, Rtickert, 
De vVette, Grotius (in one of his explanations), Baumgartcn
Crusius, and Alford-a connection which Ellicott stigmatizes 
"as in the highest degree unsatisfactory." 
· 4. The opinion of Olshausen, endorsed by Stier, is quite 
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arbitrary and peculiar-" that we should walk in all wisdom 
and prudence ; " a paraphrase which would indicate an un
wanted and fatal elasticity in the apostle's diction. 

We propose to join the words with the participle, 7v<»p{ua<; 

-" Having in all wisdom and prudence made known to us 
the mystery of His will." The construction is similar to that 
vindicated in ver. 5, with regard to Jv a,ryawv, and is not 
unusual in the Pauline writings. 'l'he idea is homogeneous, 
if the words are thus connected. Wisdom and prudence have 
no natural connection with the abounding of grace. Grace in 
its wealth or profusion does not suggest the notions of wisdom 
and prudence. The two circles of thought are not concentric 
in any of the hypotheses we have referred to. For if the 
words " in all wisdom and prudence " be referred to God, as 
descriptive of His mode of operation, they are scarcely in 
harmony with the leading idea of the verse; at least there 
would be a want of consecutive unity. For it is not so much 
His wisdom as His love, not so much His intelligence as His 
generosity, which marks and glorifies the method of His pro
cedure. The same remarks equally apply to the theory which 
looks upon the clause in dispute as a formal description of the 
scheme of the gospel. 

Nor if the words be referred to gifts of " wisdom and 
prudence," conferred along with grace, or be regarded as the 
sphere of its operation, is the harmony any better preserved. 
Wisdom and prudence are not the ideas you would expect to 
find in such a connection. But, on the other hand, " wisdom 
and prudence " are essentially connected with the disclosure 
of a mystery. A mystery is not to be flung abroad without 
due discrimination. The revealer of it wisely selects his 
audience, and prudently chooses the proper time, place, and 
method for his disclosure. To make it known to minds not 
prepared to receive it, to flash it upon his attendants in full 
force and without previous and gradual training, might defeat 
the very purpose which the initiator has in view. The quali
ties referred to are therefore indispensable requisites to the 
publication of a mystery. 

An objection, however, is stated against this exegesis by 
Harless, and the objection is also adopted by Meyer, Matthies, 
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and Olshausen. Harless boldly affirms that cppoV7](]"tr, cannot 
be predicated of God. It is true that this intellectual quality 
is not ascribed to God in the New Testament, the word 
occurring only in another place. But in the Septuagint, on 
which the linguistic usage of the New Testament is based, it is 
applied to God as Creator (Prov. iii. 19), and in a similar pas
sage, Jer. x. 12, and the Divine attribute of wisdom personified 
in Prov. viii. 14, exclaims, €J.I,~ cpp/wqutr,-" intelligence is 
mine." Why should cppovnutr, be less applicable than ,yvwutr, 
to God? Prudence, indeed, in its common acceptation, can 
scarcely be ascribed to the Omniscient. Still, if God in any 
action displays those qualities which in a man might be 
called prudence, then such a property ~ay be ascribed to 
him in perfect analogy with the common anthropomorphism 
of Scripture. But cppov'Y}utr;; may not signify prudence in its 
usual acceptation. It is the action of the cpp1v or mind. 
Wisdom is often ascribed to God, and cppov'Y}utr;; is the action 
of His wise mind-its intuitive formation of purposes and 
resolutions in His infinite wisdom. '11

0 refer cppovrJutc; always 
to practical discretion, as Estius, Bengel, and Krebs do, is 
unwarranted. iocpla is not simply and always scientia theo
retica, nor cppov'Y}utc; scientia practica. The words are so 
explained, indeed, by Cicero-cppovnuir;;, qum est rerum expe
tendarum fugi'endarumque scientia. De Offic. i. 43. In the pas
sl'lges adduced by Krebs1 and Loesner 2 from Josephus and 
Philo, the word does not certainly bear out Cicero's definition, 
but in some of them rather signifies insight, or perspicacity. 
In the classics it often denotes that practical wisdom which is 
indispensable to civil government. The term occurs only in 
another place in the New Testament, Luke i. 17, where it is 
rendered " the wisdom of the just," and where it certainly 
does not refer to prudence. It stands in the Septuagint as 
the representative of no less than nine different Hebrew 
words. That it is referred to God in the Seventy, shows 
that it may be predicated of Him in the N cw 'l'estament. 
'i.ocp£a is the attribute of wisdom, and cppov71uir;; is its special 
aspect, or the sphere of operation in which it developes itself. 

1 Obser11ationes in Novum Test. e Fl. Joseplw, p. 325. 
2 Observationcs in Novurn Te$/. e Pl,ilone Al&r:andrino, p. 338. 
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'fhus, in Prov. :i.. 23, h oe U'ocpta avopi rtl(,7'€£ cppoVTJU'W. Com
pare also in Septuagint 1 Kings iv. 29; Dan. ii. 21; Joseph. 
Antiq. ii. 5, 7, viii. 7, 5. It is not so much the result of 
wisdom, as a peculiar phase of its action. Intellectual action 
under the guidance of U"ocp{a is cppov,wi,-intelligence. Beza's 
view is not very different from this. The word, therefore, 
may signify in this clause that sagacity which an initiator 
manifests in the disclosure of a mystery-a quality which, 
after the manner of men, is ascribed to God. 

It is objected, again, that the adjective rraU"[I, added to 
<J'ocf>. !(,a£ cppov. forbids the application of the terms to God. 
Meyer admits that if,pov. may be applied to God, but denies 
that 7rll<J'a cppoV1JU"£<; can be so applied. We can say of God, 
Harless remarks, "in Him is all wisdom, but not He has done 
this or that in all wisdom." Olshausen homologates the state
ment, his argument being, that God possesses all attributes, 
absolutely. De W ette, who, however, joins the words to the 
preceding clause, but applies them to God, answers, that the 
Divine wisdom, in reaching its end by every serviceable 
means, appears not as absolute, but only as relative, and he 
explains the clause, in aller dazu dienlicher Wei"sheit und Ein
sicht. But what hindel'S that the word should be rendered 
" in all;' which though it may be literally " every kind," yet 
virtually signifies highest, or absolute wisdom and discretion? 
Harless again withstands this, and says, es bezeichnet nie die 
lntension sondern nur die Extension. Let the following ex
amples suffice for om purpose:-Matt. xxviii. 18, rrllU"a Jgov<J'{a 
-all power-absolute power; A.cts v. 23, the prison was 
shut, lv 7fa(J'v aU"cpaXE{q,--" with all safety," in their opinion, 
with absolute security ; 1 Tim. i. 15, rra<rrJ, arrooox;fj, &gw, 
-worthy of all or of absolute credit and welcome ; and in 
many other places. Nor is this sense unknown to the classics: 
mfv-r' €7f£<TT1)µ'7},-absolutc know ledge ;1 rrllU"a &.va,yK'l'}-utmost 
or absolute necessity ;2 J, wav KaKov-into extreme distress ;3 

' 
1 

I<:, "t t d 4 ' ~ ' ' €£<; rravra_ Ktvovvov-1n o ex reme anger; He; rraU"av arropiav 
-to the utmost embarrassment.5 So that in rr/lr; the idea of 

1 Sophocles, Antig. 721. s Herod. vii. 118; ix. 118. 
2 Plato, Phredr. 235. 4 Xenophon, Cyr. vii. 2, 22. 

5 Polybius, iii. 77, 4. See also Pape and Passow in their respective Lexicon~. 

E 
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-intension is at least inferentially bound up with that of exten
.sion. Such appear to us sufficient reasons for connecting the 
words with ryvwpluar;, and regarding them as qualifying it, 
or defining the method in which the mystery has been dis
closed. 

But among those who connect the words with ryv@pluar;, 
thete are some forms of interpretation adopted which may be 
noticed and set aside. The first is that of Chrysostom, who, 
in one of his expositions, refers the '' wisdom and prudence" 
to the mystery, as if they were descriptive of its qualities : 

~ \ , \ , \ I rf....1 I \ _TOVTO ,yap €UT£ TO µvuTTJptoV TO 7raU7J<; UO't'La<; T€ ,yeµ,ov tcaL 

<f,poViJuewr;-" for this mystery is marked by its fulness of 
wisdom and prudence." He is followed hy Koppe, who, as 
is common with him, suggests this metaphrase : To µvunjptov 
.ao!f,wTaTov tcal <f,poviµ,wTa-rov. These interpretations are not 
,warranted by the syntax. Reverting, then, to the view we 
have already stated, we are of opinion that the words qualify 
ryvwpluar;. For this purpose there is no need that they be 
placed after it. The participle is at the same time intimately 
connected with the verb Jwepluuevuev. It contains one of the 
elements of the xaptr;, which God has made to abound. His 
having made known of His goodwill this higher aspect of 
Christ's work, is ascribed to that grace which, in this way 
and for this purpose, He hath caused to abound towards us. 
It is· also one of the elements of a7roAvTpwuir;, and one of 
the fruits of that death which secured it. This connection 
is approved by Chrysostom, Theodoret, Jerome, Hornberg, 
;Baumgarten-Crusius,. Koppe, Semler, and Holzhausen, by 
~he editors Griesbach and Scholz, and by Conybeare. The 
verses are left undivided by Lachmann and Tischendorf. 

(Ver. 9.) I'vwp{uac; iJµ'i,v TO µvunjptov TOV 8e"J\17µaT6<; aVTOV 
-" Having in all wisdom and prudence made known to us 
the mystery of His will." I'vwpluar; stands to hrep[uuevuev 
much in the same way as 7rpoop{uar; did to e~e"J\l~aTo. Bern
hardy, p. 383. And so in iii. 10, when the apostle speaks 
of God unveiling a great mystery, he adds that by such a 
disclosure His "manifold wisdom" is made known to the prin
cipalities and powers. The essential idea of µ,vur17piov, what
ever may be the application, is, something into the knowledge 
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of which one must be initiated, ere he comprehend it. In 
such a passage as this, it is not something unknowable, but 
something unknown till fitting disclosure has been made of it; 
something long hid, but at length discovered to us by God,_ 
and therefore a matter of pure revelation. The mystery itself 
is unfolded in the following verse. It is not the gospel or 
salvation generally, but a special purpose of God in reference 
to His universe. And it is called the mystery of" His will " 
--rov 0eA71µ,a-ro~the genitive being either subjective, because 
it has its origin in His own inscrutable purpose; or rather, the 
genitive being that of object, because His will is its theme-

&aTli. -rr,v evoo"lav av-rov-" according to His good pleasure." 
Ev&"la, has been already explained under ver. 5. Though 
the mystery be His will, yet in His benevolent regards He 
has disclosed it. We preferred in the previous edition joining 
the phrase with the following clause and verse, but the similar 
use of 1€aTlf and its modal clause in ver. 5 induces us, with 
Meyer, Riickert, and Olshausen, to connect it with ryvropiuar;:-

4,v 7rpol.0eTo ev a{mf,-" which He purposed in Himself." 
The verb occurs only in two other places, Rom. i. 13, iii. 
25-and there may be here a quasi-temporal sense in 7rpo. 
The meaning implied in the reflexive form aimp, which Hahn 
rightly prints in opposition to Tischendorf and Lachmann, is 
correct. Luther and Bengel refer it to Christ-but the recur
rence of the proper name in the next clause forbids such a 
reference in the pronoun here, 'l'he purpose takes effect in 
Christ, but it is conceived in God's own heart. "In Himself" 
He formed this design, for He is surrounded by no co-ordinate 
wisdom-" With whom took He counsel? " This and the 
next verse are intimately connected. Some, such as Bengel, 
suppose the verb ava"ecpaAairouau0ai to be connected with 
ryvwp{uar;, and others unite it with ,rpol.0ero, but it stands out 
as the object to which the whole previous verse points, and of 
which it is an explanation. 

(Ver. 10.) Els- ol,covoµfav TOV 'ffA?Jproµa-ro<; TWV 1€aip/Jv
" In reference to the dispensation of the fulness of the times." 
Winer, § 49, a. The article is absent before ol,covoµ,/av, as 
the term is so well defined by the following genitives. Winer, 
§ 19, 2 b. Els- does not signify " until,'' as Bullinger, 
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Erasmus, Calvin, Estius, Bucer, Zanchius, and Grotius have 
supposed ; as if the sense were-that the mystery had been 
kept concealed until this dispensation was introduced. This 
gives an emphasis and intensity of meaning to 1rpoE0eTO, which 
the word cannot well bear. Nor can elr;; be rightly taken for 
ev, as is done by Jerome, Pelagius, Anselm, Beza, Piscator, 
and the V ulgate, for the meaning would be vague and diluted. 
El~ is" in reference to." Ol,covoµ,la signifies house-arrangement, 
or dispensation, and is rendered by Theophylact, Sw[,c11<n,, 
KaTa<na<ri~. The word in the New Testament occurs in 
Luke xvi. 2, 3, 4, in the general sense of stewa1·dship, either 
the administration itself or the office, and the corresponding 
noun, ol,covliµ,o,, is found in the same chaptei·, and in Rom. 
xvi. 23. Schweigh. Lex. Polyb., p. 403. Ol,covoµ,la is also 
used with special reference to the gospel, and sometimes 
describes it as an arrangement or dispensation under charge 
of the apostles as its "stewards." 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2, ix. 17; 
Eph. iii. 2 ; Col. i. 25; Tit. i. 7; 1 Pet. iv. 10. Luther, 
led away by this idea, and by the "dispensatio" of the 
V ulgate, refers the term to preaching, and to the disclosure 
of the mystery-dass es geprediget wurde. The noun does 
not signify specifically and of itself, the dispensation of grace, 
though the context leaves us in no doubt that such is the 
allusion here; but it characterizes it as an arrangement 
organized and secured in all its parts. Eph. iii. 2, 9; 1 Tim. 
1, 4. It is not made up of a series of disconnected truths 
and events, but it is a compact and symmetrical system of 
perfect harmony in all its reciprocal bearings and adapta
tions. The adjustment is exact, so that each truth shines 
and is shone upon; each fact is a cause and a consequent, 
is like a link in a chain, which holds and is held. It is a 
plan of infinite wisdom, where nothing is out of place, or 
happens either within or beyond its time. 

And the scheme is characterized as being Tov 1r">,.,11pwµ,aTDr;; 
Twv l(,atprov -the genitive having its characterizing sense. 
Scheuerlein, § 16, 3. Into the sense of 1rX,ftpwµ,a we shall 
inquire at some length under the last verse of this chapter, 
The phrase marks the period of the dispensation. It cannot 
be the genitive of object-administratio eorum qum restant 
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tempora, as Storr supposes, taking 7r .. X17pwµa in an active sense, 
nor can we say with Koppe, that there is any reference to 
extrema tempora-the last day; nor with Baumgarten-Crusius, 
that the time specified is the remaining duration of the world. 
Harless gives, perhaps too narrowly, an exegetical sense to 
the words, as if they explained what was meant by the 
economy, to wit, a period when the mystery might be safely 
revealed-making the genitive that of identity. Nor can we 
suppose, with Stier, that these "times are parallel to the 
economy, and of equal duration," that they comprehend die 
ganze Zei"tdaue1· dieser Anstalt-" for it developes and com
pletes itself through adjusted times and periods." This view 
is adopted and eulogized by Alford. It seems to us, however, 
to be putting more into the words than of themselves they 
will bear. The genitive Katpwv presents a temporal idea, and 
7r]vqpwµa-ro, may be that of characterization. Winer, § 35, 2 ; 
or as in Jude, Kplut, µ€"/a)vq, ijµJpa,. It is an economy charac
terized by the fulness of the times-that is, introduced at the 
fulness of the times. The passages adduced by Alford are 
not at all analogous, for they have different contextual rela
tions, and all of them want the element of thought contained 
in 7rAiJpwµa. True, there are under the gospel Katpot J0vwv, 
Luke xxi. 24; Katpot avavv~H,,,, Acts iii. 19; Kat[XJZ, i&lot,, 
1 'Tim. ii. 6-each of these phrases having a special and 
absolute reference. But 7rAiJpwµa is relative, and implies a 
period which gradually, and in course of ages, has become 
filled up; and as the coming of Christ was preceded both by 
expectancy and preparation-so we have -ra -rlX'I} -rwv alwvwv 
(1 Cor. x. 11), E7r1 f.uxa-rwv TWV fiµepwv (Heb. i. I), in the 
New Testament; and.again and again in the Old Testament, 
" the latter days"-" days to come : " therefore the phrase 
here may define the economy by its marked temporal charac
teristic, as being full-timed and right-timed. Our view may 
be thus expressed: The time prior to the dispensation is at 
length filled up, for we take 7r'Xi]pwµa in its passive sense. 
The nX17pwµa is regarded as a vast receptacle into which 
centuries and millenniums had been falling, but it was now 
filled. Thus, Herodotus iii. 22, so'n1, nX17pwµa µa,cpo-ra-rov 
-the longest fulness of life--the sense of the clause being, 
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J'he longest period for a person to live is eighty years. Schott, 
in Ep. ad Galatas, chap. iv. 4, p. 488; Winer, ibid./ Mark i. 
15; Luke xxi. 24; John vii. 8; Gal. iv. 4; also in Septua
gint, Gen. xxv. 24, xxix. 21 ; Dan. x. 3. It is not rofi 
xpovov, as in Gal. iv. 4-in which pas~ time is regarded as 
a unity- but rwv Katpwv, time being imaged under succes
sive periods.1 Theodoret has somewhat vaguely-rov opur-
0Jvra 'TT"apa, 'TOV ®eov Katpov. This is one aspect, and that of 
Calovius-dispensati·o propria plenitudi"ni temporis-is another 
aspect, both of which seem to be comprehended in the phrase. 
The economy commenced at a period which implies that the 
times destined to precede it were filled up. Two ideas seem 
to be contained. 1. It marks God's time-the time pre
arranged and set apart by Him; a time which can neither be 
anticipated nor delayed. 2. It specifies the best time in the 
world's history for the occurrence to take place. Being God's 
time, it must be the best time. The epoch is marked by God 
in His own calendar, and years roll on till their complement 
is numbered, while the opportuneness of the period in the 
world's annals proves and ratifies divine wisdom and fore
sight. That fulness of the time in which the economy was 
founded, is the precise period, for the Lord has appointed it ; 
and the best period, for the age was ripe for the event. We 
cannot, however, with Usteri, place the entire emphasis of the 
phrase on this latter idea. Paulin. Lehrbegrfff, p. 81. The 
Grecian arms extended the Hellenic tongue, and prepared the 
nations for receiving the oracles of the New Testament in a 
language so rich and so exact, so powerful iri description and 
delicate in shades of expression. Roman ambition had also 
welded the. various states of the civilized world into one 
mighty kingdom, so that the heralds of the cross might not 
be impeded in their progress by the jealousy of rival states, 
but might move freely on their mission under the protection 
of one general sovereignty. Awakened longing had been 
created over the East, and in the West the old superstitions 
had lost their hold on thinking minds.2 The apostle utters 

1 The noun "'"('' is allied to ""'!'", and is often a synonym of µ,€Tg ... -Donald
son's New Cmtylus, § 191. 

2 Der Kreislauf, in welchem sich die Re.stimmung und Idee der Hcidenthums, 
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this thought virtually in 1 Cor. i. 21. The world was allowed 
full time to discover by prolonged experiment the . insuffi
ciency of its own wisdom to instruct and save it. It was 
sighing deeply for deliverance, and in the maturity of this
crisis there suddenly appeared in Judrea "the Desire of all 
nations." The Hebrew seer who looked forward to it, re
garded it as the "latter day" or "last time;" the nations 
who were forewarned of it were in fevered anticipation of its 
advent, for it was to them, as Cappell says, complementum 
prophetarum, and,· as Beza paraphrases, " ternpus tam diu 
expectatum." But we, "on whom the ends of the world have 
come," look back upon it, and feel it to be a period which 
took its rise after the former cycles had fulfilled their comse, 
and all preparations for it had been duly completed. We do 
not deny to Alford that what characterized the introduction 
of the economy characterizes all its epochs, and that this may 
be jmplied in the remarkable phrase. But in the third chapter 
the apostle unfolds a portion of the mystery, and as if in 
reference to this phrase, he says of it-" Which in other ages 
was not made known to the sons of men ; " to wit, it was first 
revealed in the fulness of the times. The mystery of this 
full-timed dispensation is now described-
. ava,mpaM£WCTacrBai TC(, wavrn €V Tij, Xpii:n-ij,-'' to gather 
together all things in.Christ." The infinitive does not need 
the article, being explanatory in its nature. Winer,§ 44, 2; 
Madvig,§ 144. The signification of the verb has been variously 
understood. 1. Some give it the sense of renew, as Suidas 
in his Lexicon. Theodoret explains it by µ,era/3a)..)..ew, and 
refers to this change-TWV avBpdnrrov 11 cpvcrt, avfcrTarai ,cat 
T~V acpBapcr{av ivouerat. Tertullian renders it-ad initium 
recz'procare-(De Monogam. 5), and the Syriac and Vulgate 
correspond. And this was a general opinion in the ancient 
church. Augustine, Enchiridion, 62; Op. vol. vi. p. 37-7, ed. 
1837. The Gothic has, oftra usfulljan again to fill up. It 
would, however, be difficult to vindicate such an exposition 
on philological grounds. 2. It has been supposed to signify 
to collect again under one head-,cecpa)..aiov, or ,cecpa)..~. Such 

and Judenthums vollendete, musste erst sein Ziel erreicht haben.-listeri, Pa1,lin, 
Lehr1xigr((f, p. 85. 
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is the general critical opinion of Chrysostom; CEcumenius, 
Theophylact, Erasmus, H. Stephens, Piscator, Calovius, 
Bengel, Matthies, Meier, De Wette, Olshausen, and Stier. 
~, What," asks Chrysostom, "is the meaning of the word 
ava1mf,.? It is, to knit together, <Tvv&:iJrat. It has another 
signification-To set over one and all the same Head, Christ, 
according to the Hesh-µ.tav KE<paA~v €m0E'ivat." Beza insists 
against this meaning, that the word comes from KEq>a4tov, not 
from KEq>aA~. Besides the Headship of Christ is not formally 
introduced till the 22nd verse. The meaning of aJ1a in com
position must not be overlooked. Though it have only a 
faint signification, as compound words abound in the later age 
of a language, it does not quite lose that significance. It 
signifies here, apparently, "again "--as if'there now existed, 
under the God-man as Redeemer, that state of things which 
had, prior to the introduction of evil, originally existed under 
the Logos, the Creator and Governor. 3. The word is sup
posed to signify, as in our version, "to gather together in 
one; " so Beza, Meyer, Baumgarten-Crusius, Harless, and 

-others. Rom. xiii. 9. The summing up of the data, reru111 
repetitio et congregatio, was called, as Quintilian avers, aJ1a
Kecf,aJ,.,a[w<Tt<,. De Instit. Orator. vi. 1. The simple verb is 
found with such a meaning in Thucydides, vi. 91; viii. 53; 
and compounded with <TVJ1 it occurs in Polybius iii. 3, 1. 
Xen. Cyr. viii. 1, 15. Such a summation appears to Grotius 
and Hammond under the figure of the reunion of a dispersed 
army, but Jerome and Cameron view it as the addition of 
arithmetical sums. This third meaning is the most natur:,,J-
there is a re-collection of all things in Christ as Centre, and 
the immediate relation of this re-gathering to God Himself is 
expressed by the middle voice. The objects of this re-union 
are-

nt €JI roZ-, ovpaJ10is Kal Ta €7Tl 'T1}', ,y17-,-" the things in 
heaven and the things on earth." This is a mode of expres
sion designed to be general, as the employment of the neuter 
indicates. Some few MSS. supply the particle TE after the 
ra of the first clause, and B, D, E, L, read J7rf for €JI in the 
same clause, a reading which cannot be sustained. Critical 
opinions on the meaning of the phrase are very varied. 
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According to Morus, it denotes God and man ; according 
to Schoettgen, Baumgarten-Crusius, Ernesti, Macknight, 
Schleusner, and Koppe_:_J ews and Gentiles; according to 
Beza, Piscator, Bodius, Rollock, Moldenhauer, Flatt, and 
Peile-the spirits of good men, especially under the Old Tes
tament and the present church ; and according to the great 
majority, the phrase signifies the union of spirits in heaven, 
angels or otherwise, with men on earth. So the Scholium 
preserved by Matthiae-ava,cecpa'Aafwaw ,ca'Ae~-'TrJV Ji,; µfav 

,,, " ' " ' ~ ' ,-. "' ~ X ~ ~ ' 0 ' /CE'f'a"''T]V EVW<TW, W', 'TWV wy7el\,wv oia pi<,TOV 'TO£', av pw7rO£<; 
uvvacp0lvTwv. With these interpretations we agree, so far 
as they contain truth. But they have the truth in frag
ments, like broken pieces of a mirror. "\/\re take the 'Tei 
-iaV'Ta here to be co-equal in extent of meaning with the 
phrase, Col. i. 16, " By Him were all things created that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers; all things were created by Him and for Him." 
These Tei 7rltV'Ta are said in ver. 20 to be reconciled to Him. 
See under Col. i .. 20. The phrase " things in heaven " 
denotes the higl,ier and more distant spheres of creation, 
and these, along with "things on earth," may comp1·ehend 
the universe-Tei 7ravTa, including, according to Meyer, all 
things and beings, while Harless gives the wonls the general 
sense of the universe. So do von Gerlach, Olshausen, and 
Stier. The neuter has a generalizing meaning. Winer, 
§ 27, 5; Poppo, 'fhucydides2 i. 104. It cannot be sup
posed to be used for the masculine, as no masculine is 
implied in the verse. Hodge limits 'Tei 7tltv'Ta to the church 
in heaven and earth-because, he says, the union effected is 
by the redemption of Christ. This "union," as he names it, 
is indeed a result of redemption ; but the gathering together 
described here is a consequence above and beyond human 
salvation-a consequence connected with it, but held out apart 
from it as a mystery disclosed according to His good pleasure. 
The sense is weakened altogether by the notion of Turner, 
that the infinitive may express a divine intention which may 
yet be thwarted. The idea seerns then to be that heaven 
and earth are now united under one government. Christ as 
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Creator was rightfully the Governor of all things, and till 
the introduction of sin, that government was one and undi
vided. But rebellion produced disorder, the unity of the 
kingdom was broken, Earth was morally severed from 
heaven, and from the worlds which retained their pristine 
integrity. But Jesus has effected a blessed change, for an 
amnesty has been proclaimed to earth. Man is reconciled 
to God, and all who bear God's image are reconciled to man. 
Angels are " ministering spirits" to him, and all holy .intelli
gences delight in him. Not only has harmony been restored 
to the universe, and the rupture occasioned by sin repaired, 
but beings still in- rebellion are placed under Christ's control, 
as well as the unconscious elements and spberes of nature. 
This summation is seen in the form of government; Jesus is 
universal Regent. Not only do angels and the unfallen uni
verse worship the same Governor with the redeemed, but all 
things and beings are under the same administration. The 
anthem to God and the Lamb begins with saints, is taken up 
by angels, and re-echoed by the wide creation. Rev. v. 9, 14. 

The death of Jesus is described in this paragraph both in 
its primary and ultimate results. First, by it "we have 
redemption-the forgiveness of sins." And, secondly, by the 
same event, the universe is gathered together in Christ. The 
language, by its very terms, denotes far more than the union 
of the church in Him. Now the revelation of this great truth, 
as to the ultimate effect of Christ's mediation, is called a 
" mystery." Man could not have discovered it-the know
ledge of it was not essential to his salvation. But it has been 
disclosed with peculiar wisdom and delicacy. It was not 
revealed in former times, when it could not have been appre
ciated; nay, it was not published till the means of it were 
visibly realized, till Jesus died and rose again, and on the 
right hand of God assumed this harmonizing presidency. 

Since the days of Origen, the advocates of the doctrine of 
universal restoration have sought a proof-text in this passage. 
But resttation is not predicated-it is simply re-summation. 
Unredeemed humanity, though doomed to everlasting punish
ment, and fallen spirits for whom everlasting fire is prepared, 
may be comprised in this summation-subjugated even against 
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their will. But the punishment of the impenitent affects 
not the unity of Christ's government. Evil has lost its 
power of creating disorder, for it is punished'; confined, and 
held as a very feeble thing in the grasp of the Almighty 
Avenger. In fine, it is going beyond the record to deduce 
from this passage a proof of the doctrine of the confirmation 
of angels by the death of Christ-ut perpetuum statum retine
ant. Such are the words of Calvin. Were such a doctrine 
contained or clearly revealed in Scripture, we might imagine 
that the new relation of angels to Christ the Mediator might 
exercise such an influence over them as to preclude the possi
bility of their apostacy; or that their pure and susceptible 
spirits were so deeply struck with the malignity of sin as 
exhibited in the blood of the Son of God, that the sensation 
and recoil produced by the awful spectacle for ever operate 
as an infallible preservative. 

And this re-capitulation of all things is declared a second 
time to be in Christ-lv aimp-a solemn and emphatic reas
sertion. Kuhner, § 632. His rnediative work has secured it, 
and His mediatorial person is the one centre of the universe. 
As the stone dropped into the lake creates those widening 
and concentric circles, which ultimately reach the farthest 
shore, so the deed done on Calvary has sent its undulations 
through the distant spheres and realms of God's great empire. 
But lv aimp is the connecting link also with the following 
verse. Kuhner,§ 630-5. See also Col. i. 19, 20. 

(Ver. 11.) 'Ev 4i Kal €K).'1]pw07Jµ,ev. For €K).'1/pw0'1]µ,ev some 
read eK).170'1]µ,Ev, supported by A, D, E, F, G, and the vetus 
Itala. Lachmann, following Griesbach, prefers the latter; 
but Tischendorf rightly advocates the former reading, on 
what we reckon preponderant authority. Still is the connec
tion marked, as usual, "in Christ," and by the ever-recurring 
formula lv rJ,. 'EK,).'1]pw07Jµ,Ev has its foundation in the usage 
of the Old Testament, in the theocratic inheritance-nm~, as 
in Deut. iv. 20, and in numerous other places. The K).ijpos, 
").'1/pov6µ,oc;1 and ").'TJpovoµ{a are also familiar epithets in the 
apostolical writings. The inheritance was the characteristic 
blessing of the theocratic charter, and it associated itself with 
all the popular religious feelings and hopes. The ideus which 
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some attach to the term, but which refer not to this source 
and idiom, are therefore to be rejected. 1. The notion of 
Koppe, and of the lexicographers Wahl, Bretschneider, and 
·Wilke, is peculiar. According to them, it denotes simply to 
obtain, and the object obtained is, or," it has kindly happened 
to us," that we should be to the praise of Hf s glory. The 
passages selected by Elsner ( Observ. Sacrm, p. 204) out of 
.,Elian and Alciphron, are foreign to the purpose, for the verb 
is there regularly construed with the accusative of the object, 
and it is not from classic usage that the apostolic term has 
been taken. 2. Nor is another common interpretation much 
better supported, according to which the verb signifies to 
"obtain by lot "-the opinion of Chrysostom and his Greek 
imitators, and of the Vulgate, Augustine, Ambrosiaster, 
Aquinas, Erasmus, Estius, and a-Lapide. Chrysostom 
explains the word thus-Ki\~pov "f€Voµevov ~µfir; et€i\€~aTO. 

Still this explanation does not come up to our idea of the 
Pauline ,ci\;,por;, which refers not to the manner of our getting· 
the possession, but to the possession itself-not to the lot, but 
to the allotment. 3. Bengel, Flatt, Holzhausen, Bisping, De 
W ette, and Stier take it, that we have become the ,ci\;,por;
the peculiar people of God. This, no doubt, yields a good 
sense. The Jews are also called by this name-the noun, 
however, being employed as the epithet, and not the verb as 
affirming the condition. Besides the Ki\rJpo<; in Colossians 
i. 12, and in· ver. 18, is not our subjective condition, as this 
exegesis implies, but our objective possession in which we 
participate, and in the hope of which we now rejoice. 4. So 
that with Valla, with Luther, Calvin, and Beza among the 
reformers, and with vVolf, Rosenmiiller, Harless, :Matthies, 
Meyer, Scholz, and Meier, we take the passive verb to signify 
"we have been brought into possession"-zum Erbtheil ge"f!om
men-as Luther has it. In whom we have been enfeoffcd, 
in whom we have had it allotted to us. Dent. iv. 20, ix. 29 

' xxxii. 9. The verb may certainly bear this meaning; Ki\~pow 
-" I assign an inheritance to some one ;" in the passive 
-" I have an inheritance assigned to me," as verbs which 
in the active govern the genitive or dative of a person have 
it as a nominative in the passive. Winer, § 39; Bernhardy, 
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p. 341; Rom. iii. 2; Gal. ii. 7, iv .. 20. We see no force 
in Stier's objection that such a meamng should be followed 
by el,;; To ~xew ~µ&,;;, whereas it is followed by el,;; To elvai 
~µ,ii,;; for the inheritance is got that the inheritors may be, in 
the i'node of their introduction to it and their enjoyment of 
it, to the praise of His glory. The Ka{ might, if connected 
with the unexpressed pronoun, signify " indeed;" but it may 
be better to connect it with the verb-" in whom we have 
also obtained an inheritance." Hartung, Kap. ii. 7; Devarius
Klotz, p. 636 ; Matthiae, § 620. That which is spiritual and 
imperishable is not, like money, the symbol of wealth, but 
it is something which one feels to be his own-an inheritance. 
It is not exhausted with the using, and it comes to us not as a 
hereditary possession. " Corruption runs in the blood, grace 
does not." It is God's gift to the believers in Christ, conferred 
on them in harmony with His own eternal purpose. The nomi
native to the verb, indicated by " we," does not refer specially 
to Jewish Christians in this verse, as even Harless supposes; 
far less does it denote the apostles, or ministers of religion, as 
Barnes imagines. The writer, under the term "we," simply 
speaks primarily of himself and the saints and faithful in the 
Ephesian church, as being-

7rpoopur0evTe<; KaTa wp60E<JW TOV 'T(i, ?r6-VTa €VEP"fOVVTO<; 
KaTa T➔v f3ov)..➔v TOV 8E)..17µaTO<; aVTOV-" being predestinated 
according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of His will." The general significance of these 
terms has been already given under previous verses. (3ov?.17 
and 0e">..'T]µa are here connected-'' the counsel of His will." 
The correspondent verbs, {3ov?.oµai and l.0e11,w,are distinguished. 
by Buttmann thus: the latter is the more general expression 
containing the idea that the purpose formed lies within th~ • power of the person who formed it (Lexilogus, p. 35); while 
Tittmann adds, that 0tA'T}µa is an expression of will, but 
f3ov)..1 has in it the further idea of propension or inclination. 
De Bynon. p. 124. But the distinction is vague. The words 
occur with marked distinction in 1 Sam. xviii; for in vbr. 
22, 0e)..ei lv signifies " he has pleasure in ;" while in ver. 215, 
/3ov?.ETai fV denotes desire consequent upon a previous reso,;. 
lution. Compare also 2 Sam. xxiv. 3; 1 Chron. xxviii. 4-. 
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®e'A'YJp,a, therefore, is will, the result of -desire -voluntas / 
f]ov)..r, is counsel, the _result of a formal decision-propositum. 
Donaldson's New Cratylus, § § 463, 464. Here f]ov)..r, is 
the ratified expression of will-the decision to which His 
will has come. The Divine mind is not in a state of in
difference, it has exercised 0EA.'f/µ,a-will; and that will is 
not a lethargic velleity, for it has formed a defined purpose, 
f]ov)..I,, which it determines to carry out. His desire and His 
decrees are not at variance, but every resolution embodies His 
unthwarted pleasure. This divine fore-resolve is universal in 
its sweep-" He worketh all things after the counsel of His 
own will." The plan of the universe lies in the omniscient 
mind, and all events are in harmony with it .. Power in unison 
with infinite wisdom and independent and undeviating pur
pose, is seen alike whether He create a seraph or form a gnat 
-fashion a world or round a grain of sand-prescribe the 
orbit of a planet or the gyration of an atom. The extinction 
of a world and the fall of a sparrow are equally the result of a 
free pre-arrangement. Our " inheritance " in Christ springs 
not from merit, nor is it an accidental gift bestowed from 
casual motive or in fortuitous circumstances, but it comes from 
God's fore-appointment, conceived in the same independence 
and sovereignty which guide and control the universe. 

(V 12) E , \ ~ , ~ , " -''t,,,, ' ~ ' er. . l', 7'0 ewai 'f/µ,a<; €l', €7ra£VOV 00,;;•1'> aVTOV, 7'0V', 

7rp<Yr/A.7rl/C07a', ev T<p Xpun<jJ-" That we should be to the 
· praise of His glory-we who have before hoped in Christ." 

The critical opinions on this verse, and on its connection with 
the preceding one, are very contradictory. Meyer and Ellicott 
join it to ltcA'YJpw0,,,µ,ev-" we have been brought into the 
inheritance, in order that we should be to the praise of His 
glory." Others, as Calovius, Flatt, and Harless, take el<; &. 
as the final cause of the predestination, and read thus, "that 
we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of 
His glory." Harless would render-die wir vorher bestimmt 
waren u.s.w., diegem:qen zu seyn zum Ruhme seiner Herrlichkeit, 
di°e schon vorher anf Chri'stus lwfften-thus making this fore
hope the blessing to which they were predestinated. But the 
blessings to which men are predestinated are not pre-Messianic, 
but actual Christian blessings. Besides such a construction 
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is needlessly involved, and in verses 5 and 14 the blessings 
which believers enjoy are specified, and the phrase " to the 
praise of His glory " follows as a general conclusion. El, 
e7rawov Tr}, S6f7J, is therefore not the proximate purpose, but 
the ultimate result. 

The main struggle has been to determine who are meant by 
the T]µa, roil, 7T'po7J'J,.,7T'ucora,. Koppe, followed by Holzhausen, 
understands the apostle to nse the style royal, and to mean 
himself. The majority of commentators suppose the words to 
denote the believing Jews, so called in the opinion of Beza, 
Grotius, Estius, Bodius, Bengel, Flatt, Olshausen, and Stier, 
because their faith in Christ preceded in point of time that 
of the Gentiles. This exegesis admits of various modifications. 
The hope of the Jews in Christ preceded that of the Gentiles, 
either, as Harless imagines, because they had heard of Him 
earlier; or, as Rosenmiiller, Meyer, Olshausen, Chandler, 
and others affirm, because they possessed the Old Testament 
prophecies, and so had the hope of Him before He came into 
the world. But it may be replied, that this sudden change of 
meaning in T}µe~,, so different from all the preceding verses, is 
a gratuitous assumption ; for the " we " and the " us " in the 
preceding context denote the community of believers with 
whom the apostle identifies himself, and why should he so 
sharply and abruptly contract the signification, and confine it 
to himself and his believing countrymen? There is no hint 
that such particularization is intended, and there is nothing to 
point out the Jews as its object. Were this the idea, that the 

. Christian Jews were distinguished from the Gentiles by the 
forehope of a Messiah, as the great object of their nation's 
anticipations and desires, then we might have expected that the 
phi:se would have been 7T'P07JA7T'tKore, el. rov Xpt(l"Tov. Nor 
do we apprehend that there is anything in the participle to limit 
its meaning to the Hebrew portion of the church. The 1rpo 
may not signify before or earlier in comparison with others, 
but, as De W ette maintains, it may simply mean " already" 
-prior to the time at which the apostle writes. Many con
firmatory examples occur: Eph. iii. 3, Ka06J, 'TT'po&ypa:,Jra-as 
I ~ave already written ; Col. i. 5, e',,,,'TT'{oa ~v 7T'P07JKova-are
the hope of which ye have already heard ; Acts xxvi. 5, 'TT'po-
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,YWCOO"KOV7"f',-Who have already known; Gal. v. 21, a 7rp0Xery(1.) 

-which I have already told you; Rom. iii. 25, Twv 7rpo
ryeryovl:rrwv aµapT'T}µaTwv-of sins already committed ; 1 Thess. 
ii. 2, dA.Xtt 7rpo7ra0ovTe<,-but having already suffered ; and so 
in many other cases. The preposition indeed has often a more 
distinctive meaning, but there is thus no necessity caused by 
the words of the clause to refer it to Jews. 'l'he use of vµ,e'i<, in 
the following verse might be said to be,a direct transition, 
natural in writing a letter, when the composer of it passes from 
general to more special allusions and circumstances. The verb 
e'),.,,7r{'(w also is used in reference to the Gentiles, Matt. xii. 21 ; 
Rom. xv. 12; and it might here denote that species of trust 
which gives the mind a firm persuasion that all promises and 
expectations shall be fully realized. But while these difficul
ties stand in the way, still, on a careful review of the passage, 
we are rather inclined from the pointed nature of the context 
to refer the r,µ,a<, to believing Jews. The participle may 
certainly bear the meaning of having hoped beforehand
that is, before the object of that hope appeared; or it may 
mean before in comparison with others, Acts xx. 13. Thus 
the vµe'i<, of the following verse forms a sharp contrast to the 
expressed r,µa<, and the Toll<, 7rpo7JA.7rLKom<,, which is a limit
ing predication, with emphasis upon it, as indicated by its 
position and by the specifying article. Donaldson, § 492. So 
understood, the claim describes the privilege of believing Jews 
in contrast with Gentiles. Lightfoot on Luke, ii. 34. The 
article Try'> before M~'TJ'> is omitted by many MSS. and is 
justly cancelled by Tischendorf and Lachmann. The clause 
itself has been explained under ver. 6. 

(Ver. 13.) 'Ev <[> n:a1, vµe'ic,. This clause is variously con
strued. Morns harshly renders EV qi-" therefore;' making it 
to correspond to the Hebrew iti:1~- Meyer, Peile, and Alford 
supply the verb of existence-" in whom are ye." But this 
appears tame in contrast with the other significant verbs of 
the paragraph. Far better, if a verb is to be supplied to the 
clause at all, either to take ~)..7r(,caTe with Beza, Calvin, and 
Estius; or EKA7Jpco017Te, with Zanchius, a-Lapide, Bodius: 
Koppe, Meier, Harless, and Olshausen. But. the clause pre
sents only one compacted sentence--" In whom also ye, having 
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heard the word of truth the gospel of your salvation; in 
'. · d 1 d" 'E ~ whom (I repeat) ye, havmg, behev~ , were_ sea e : 11 <t 

rca£ vµe'i,; refers to the verb ea-cpparyia-017n;-m Chnst ye too 
have been sealed; and the second lv 4' Kat resumes and 
intensifies the declaration, for it refers to Christ, as Harless, 
Olshausen and Stier rightly think, and not-as Piscator, 

' ' C 1· Grotius and Rosenmii.ller affirm-to Aoryor;, or-as asta 10, 

' ' ' TI 1 Calvin Beza and Meyer aver-to evaryryeAwv. ie apost e, 
in assdring the Gentile converts that their interest in Christ, 
though,more recent, was not less secure than that of beli~ving 
Jews first of all turns to their initial privilege as having heard 
the ~spel, and then he cannot but refer to their faith ; and 
this second reference, 'so important, suspends the construction 
for ~ moment. The apostle describes their privilege-

~waVTe<; 'TOV 'A./rtov Tfj<; {J,A,170elas - " having heard the 
word of truth." The aorist has its proper meaning, though 
renclei:ed "having heard," and points to the period when their 
privilege commenced. The genitive is that of contents or 
substance. Scheuerlein, § 12, 1. This clause describes the 
revealed system of mercy. That word has truth, absolute 
truth, for its essence. There is no occa;;ion to suppose any 
allusion to the types of the Old Testament, with Chrysostom, 
or to the lying vanities and ambiguous oracles of Heathendom, 
with Baumgarten-Crusius and a-Lapide. The idea was fami
liar to the mind of Paul, Rom. i. 18,· ii. 8; Col. i. 5-~ aA-rJ
Oeia; 2.Thes&. ii. 12. This special truth is adapted to man's 
spiritual state. It is a truth that there is a God, but the truth 
that this God is the Saviour ; a truth that God is benevolent, 
but the truth that grace is in His heart toward sinners ; a 
truth that there is a future world, but the truth that heaven 
is the home of the redeemed. 'l'he gospel is wholly truth, 
and that very truth which is indispensable to a guilty world. 
And it comes as a word, by special oral revelation, for it is not 
gleaned and gathered: there is a kind and faithful _oracle. 

It is further characterized as To €uaryryeAwv 'TT/'> a-wT17p[ar; 
vµ,&Jv-" the gospel of your salvation." But what is the pre
cise form of the genitive ? We cannot regard it, with Harless, 
as merely a peculiar form of apposition; nor can we make it 
with other critics, the gospel which secures your salvation'. 

F 
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Rom. i. 16. For the occurrence of a,cov<raVTe',, as explaining 
their relation to the gospel, would suggest the explanation
the gospel which reveals salvation, because it contains it. 
Bernhardy, p. 161 ; Winer, § 301 2 b. The gospel is good 
news, and that good news is our salvation-the best of all 
news to a sinful and dying wOl'ld. Salvation makes safe from 
all the elements of that penalty which their sin brought down 
upon transgressors, and possession to the inheritance of the 
highest good-the enjoyment of the Divine favour, and the 
possession of the Divine image. This truthful and cheering 
revelation they had heard, and that at two several periods, 
from the lips of the apostle himself. ij:aving hea1·d the gos
pel they believed it: "Faith cometh by hearing." They 
heard so as that they believed, for they had heard with 
candour, docility, and attention. While others might criticise 
the terms of the message, or scoff at it, they believed it, they 
took it for what it professed to be. They gave it credit, 
received its statements as truths, and felt its blessings to be 
realities. 

€v p Kat ,ru,re;va-avTe'>-" in whom also having believed." 
The pronoun has XptuTor, for its antecedent, and it is in close 
connection with the verb. The verb 1rune;vw is found with 
€v in Mark i. 15, but not in the writings of the apostle. The 
aorist marks a time antecedent to the following verb. They 
not only heard, but they also believed the word of truth. 

€<r<ppary{u0'Y)Tf T<p ITvEvµan TT]', €7Tllf'/"f€A{ar, Tlf wy{rp-" ye 
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise." The dative is 
that of instrument, and the position of T<p ary{rp gives a signal 
solemnity to the epithet. This Divine being is termed ITvEvµa, 

not on account of His essence, since the whole Godhead is 
Spirit, but because of His relation to the universe as its Life 
and to the believing soul as its Quickener. And He is the 
HOLY Spirit, not as if the sanctity of His character were more 
brilliant than that of Father and Son1 but because of His 
economic function as the Sanctifier. The genitive €7Ta"fryEA{ar, 

is supposed by Chrysostom, Calvin1 Beza, and the early 
church, to have an active sense, and to mean the Spirit who 
confirms the promise. Better is the idea ,vhich makes the 
genitive denote quality, as in the flyriac version-the Spirit 
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which was promised. The genitive is almost that of ablation, 
as Theophylact in his first explanation gives it-o'Tt et E'Trwy

"/EAla,; eo60n. The Spirit is a prominent and pervading pro
mise in the Old Testament. Isa. xxxii. 15; xliv. 3; Ezek. 
x:x-xvi. 27, xxxix. 29; Joel ii. i8; Zech. xii. 10. The 
Spirit was also the leading promise which Christ left to His 
disciples, as recorded in John, referred to in Acts i. 4-8, and 
in Gal. iii. 14. See Luke xxiv. 49; The fact is, that up .to 
the period of our Lord's ascension, the Spirit stood to the 
church in the relation and attitude of a promised gift. John 
vii. 39. '' Holy Ghost was not yet" in plenary possession 
and enjoyment, " because Jesus was not yet glorified." The 
same tr~th was taught by the apostle at Ephesus. Acts xix. 2. 
Paul said to certain disciples there who had been baptized 
into John's baptism, "Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when 
ye believed ? And they said unto him, We did not so much 
as hear whether there be any Holy Ghost." Surely su_ch 
ignorance referred not to the person of the Holy Ghost, for 
these men were Jews ; but the rnply seems to be, " We did 
not hear whether Bis promised outpouring has been vouch
safed." And when they were rebaptized, the blessing came 
upon them. To a church where such a scene occurred, where 
men had waited for the Spirit, and felt that His descent 
did not follow John's baptism-for it was the prerogative of 
the Messiah to baptize with the Holy Ghost-no wonder that 
Paul designates this Divine Agent by the name of the Spirit 
of promise. And though the church now possess Him, still, 
in reference to enlarged operation and reviving energy, He is 
the Spirit of promise. 

By this Spirit they were sealed. 2 Cor. i. 22. The sealing 
followed the believing, and is not coincident with it, as Har
less argues. This sealing is a peculiar work of the Spirit. 
2 Tim. ii. 19. Various ideas may be contained in the general 
figure. It seems to have, in fact, both an objective and a 
subjective reference. There arc the seal, the sealer, and the 
sealed. The Holy Ghost is the seal, God the sealer. !,rppary'ts 
f]acrtAtK~ El«wv icrn1-the Divine image in the possession of 

1 Polyrenus, p. 763. 
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the Spirit is impressed on the heart, and the conscious enjoy
ment of it assures the believer of perfection and glory-Rom. 
viii. 16-or, as Theodore of Mopsuestia says, Ti/V /3ef3a{rouw 
eoefau(IE. He who seals feels a special interest in what is so 
sealed-it is marked out as His : " The Lord knoweth them 
that are His." He recognizes His own image. So Chrysos-
t 0 I \ ~ \ ' > ~ <:' ,..,_ ' Om-Ka a7r€p ,yap Ei Ti<; TOV<; XaxovTa<;' aUT<fJ OTJ"-OV<; 7rOi'l}CT€iEV, 
just as if one were to make manifest such as have fallen to 
his lot. The notion of Theophylact is similar. But the idea 
that the sealing proves our security to others, or is meant to 
do so, is foreign to the meaning. That seal unbroken remains 
a token of safety. Rev. vii. 3. Whatever bears God's image 
will be safely carried home to His bosom. The sealed ones 
feel the assurance of this within themselvefl. That there may 
be an allusion in the phrase to the miraculous gifts of the early 
ages, is not to be entirely denied, though certainly all who 
po~sessed those charismata were not converted men. Baptism 
was named "a seal" in early times, ucppa,y{,;-si'gnaculum. 
Greg. Naz. Or. xl. De Bapt.; Tertull. Apol. xxi. The 
reason of the name is obvious, but there is no allusion to 
it here. Augusti, Handb. der Christ. Archreologi·e, vol. ii. p. 
315, 16. 

(Ver. 14.) "O,;- ECTTW appa/36)v Ti),;- ICA-'l}povoµJa,;- ~µ,wv
" Who is the earnest of our inheritance." The reading o is 
found in A, B, F, G, L, but appears to be a correction. 'l'he 
relative does not agree with its antecedent in gender, not that, 
as Bloomfield imagines, such a change is any argument in 
favour of the personality of the 7r11evµ,a, for it only assumes 
the gender of the following definitive predicate. So Mark 
xv. 16; Gal. iii. 16: 1 Tim. iii. 13, &e. Winer, § 243; 
Kuhner, § 786, 3 ; Madvig, § 98. From not perceiving this 
idiom, some refer to Christ as the antecedent. 'Appaf)Jv
earnest, is but the Oriental ji:i~ in Greek letters. 2 Cor. i. 22, 
v. 5. The earnest is not, properly speaking, a mere pledge, 
pi'gnus, as the Vulgate has it. The pledge is restored when the 
contract has been performed, but the earnest is a portion of the 
purchase money. Isidore, lib. v. 25; Gaius iii. 139; Suicer, 
sub voce. The master gives the servant a small coin when the 
paction is agreed on, and this handgelt, or earnest, 7rpoooµa, 
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as Hesychius defines it, is the token that the whole sum 
stipulated for will be given when the term of service expires. 
The earnest is not withdrawn, but is supplemented at the 
appointed period, for it is only, as Chrysostom explains it, 
t,.lpo~ Tov ?l"aVTO~. Irenreus also says-" Quod et pignus dixit 
Apostolus, hoe est partem rjus honoris qui a Deo nobis pro
missus est, in epistola quce ad Ephesios est."-Adv. Hwres. 
lib. v. cap. 11. The inheritance, "?,.'T'Jpovoµta, is that glorious 
blessing wp.ich awaits us, which is in reserve for us, and held 
by Christ in our name-that inheritance in which we have 
bee:ti enfeoffed (ver. 11), and which belonged to the vfo0eG'{a; 

and i]µoov is resumed, for it belonged alike to believing Jew 
and Gentile. 

The enjoyment of the earnest is a proof that the soul has 
been brought by faith into union with God. It has said to 
the Lord, "Thou art my Lord." This covenant of" God's 
peace" is ratified by the earnest given. The earnest is less 
than the future inheritance, a mere fraction of it-ex decem 
solidi"s centum solidorum millia, as Jerome illustrates. The 
work of God's Spirit is never to be undervalued, yet it is only 
a small thing in relation to future blessedness. That know
ledge which the Spirit implants is but limited-the dawn, 
faint in itself, and struggling with the gloom of departing 
night, compared to the broad effulgence of mid-day. The 
holiness He creates is still imperfect, and is surrounded and 
often oppressed with remaining infirmities in "this body of 
death," and the happiness He infuses is often like gleams of 
sunshine on a" dark and cloudy day," faint, few, and evanes
cent. But the earnest, though it differ in degree, is the same 
in kind with the prospective inheritance. The earnest is not 
withdrawn, nor a totally new circle of possessions substituted. 
Heaven is but an addition to present enjoyments. Know
ledge in heaven is but a development of what is enjoyed on 
earth; its holiness is but the purity of time elevated and 
perfected; and its happiness is no new fountain opened in the 
sanctified bosom, but only the expansion and refinement of 
those susceptibilities which were first awakened on earth by 
confidence in the Divine Redeemer. The" earnest," in short . ,, 
1s the "inheritance" in miniature, and it is also a pledge that 
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the inheritance shall be ultimately and fully enjoyed. God 
will not resile from His promise, the Spirit conferred will 
perfect the enterprise. To give believers a foretasting, and 
then withhold the full enjoyment, would Le a fearful tortu_re. 
The prelibation will be followed by the banquet. As an 
earnest of the inheritance, the Holy Ghost is its pledge and 
foretaste, giving to believers the incipient experience of what 
it is, and.imparting the blissful assurance of its ultimate and 
undisturbed possession. And all this -

elc; a11r0Xurpwaw TT}', 7Tept7TOl1JfTf!(J)',, elr; hrawov T1}', Sof'TJ<; 
abrov-" till the redemption of the purchased possession, to 
the praise of His glory." The expression is idiomatic and 
somewhat difficult." 1. Some suppose -rrept7ro{7Ja-tr; to mean 
salus, conservatio, deliverance and life. The allied verb some
times signifies in the Septuagint "to save alive," and so 
Whitby renders the phrase "the redemption of life,'' and 
Bretschneider, redempti·o qua vitw ceternw servamur. W etstein, 
Bengel, and Bos have virtually the same explanation. Holz
hausen justifies this criticism at some length, and resolves the 
clause elc; a7roX. Kat 7rept7roi7Jrrtv. 2. Others take the noun in 
the sense of possession. In 2 Chron. xiv. 13, the noun seems 
to signify " a remnant preserved," Ka~ €7TErrov Al0{07rer; w<rre 
µ~ Elvat €v aVTo'i8 7r€p£7rof11uiu. 3. Some connect the two sub
stantive_s as cause and effect. Luther renders zu unserer Erlo
sung, dass wi.r sein Eigenthum wi.irden-to our redemption, 
that we should be His possession. In this view Luther was 
preceded by Theodoret and Pelagius, and has been followed 
by Hornberg and von Gerlach. Bucer has redemptio qua con
tingat certa vitre possessio. But with an active sense the noun, 
as may be seen under ver. 7, is followed by a genitive. 4. 
Vatablus, Koppe, and Wahl give the noun a participial ren
dering-the redemption which has been secured or purchased 
for us. Koppe also gives it another turn, " which we have 
already possessed," in allusion to ver. 7. 5. Others change 
this aspect, and give it this rendering, ad obtinendam ndemJJ
tionem. Beza translates, dum in li'bertatem vindicemur-a 
rendering which would require the words to be reversed. 6. 
Another party, H. Steplianus, Bugenhagen, Calovius, and 
Matthies, preceded by Am Lrosiaster and Augustine, who seem 
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to have un<lerstood it in the same sense, take the word in the 
general sense of possession- hcereditas acquisita. But the 
inheritance needs not to be redeemed; the redemption certainly 
applies to us, and not to the blessedness prepared for us. 7. 
The verb denotes to acquire for one's self: Gen. xxxvi. 6; 
xxxi. 18; Prov. vii. 4; Isa. xliii. 21, Aaor; µ,ov ()V 7r€pW7T'Ot'YJ
<TaJJ,1]V ; Acts xx. 28, fK,K,;\,?]<Tta, fiv 7r€pt1rot17<TaTO oia 'TOV 
aiµaTO<; 'TOV l&tov; 1 Tim. iii. 13., /3a0µov 1=avro'ir; K,a;\,ov 7r€pt-
7TOWVVTat. Similar instances occur in the Apocrypha, and the 
same meaning is found in the classics. Didymus defines it, 

\ \ 1 ,- .f:' / ' f \ f '\. "\. 1rcpt1r. ryap -ro Ka-r e,;;atpe-rov ev 7rEpwv<TUf, /Cat ,c-r17µan l\,cl\,oryur-
µevov, that is 1rEpt1r., which is emphatically reckoned as portion 
of our substance and possession. Theophylact explains the 
words by the same terms, and CEcumenius defines it by itself, 
7r€pt7r, fiµ,ar; /CaM'i out, TO 7r€pt7r0l'l}<Ta<T0at -i]µa,;; 'TOV 0€0V.1 In 
this way the noun is used in 1 Thess. v. 9, cl,;; 7r€pt7r. <TWT1]
p{ar;; 2 Thess. ii. 14, Eir; 1rEpt1r. Uig'IJ,;;; He b. x. 39, Elr; m,pi1r. 
1frvxf/,;;. In all these cases, there is the idea of acquisition for 
one's self, and the noun followed by a genitive has an active 
significance, which it cannot have here, and Meyer's connec
tion with av-rov is strained. The idea of life, vitality, or safety, 
found in the term so often when it stands in the Old Testa
ment as the representative of:,;,~, and on which some exegets 
lay such stress, is evidently a secondary use. The central 
idea is to preserve for one's self, and as life is the most valu
able of possessions, so the word was employed, Ka-r' Jgox11v
td'-preserve it. The great majority of critics understand 1rept-
1rol?J<Ttr; in the abstract-the possession, i.e., the people pos
sessed-1rept7rof11J0ev-re,;;. As a collective noun to denote a 
body of people, 7rept-roµ,17 is employed in Phil. iii. 3, and so 
EK,;\,ory17 stands in Rom. xi. 7 for oi EK,AEK,Tot. The word thus 
corresponds to the Hebrew :-t~I?, often rendered by a similar 
term-1repiov<Twr;. Compare Exodus xix. 5 ; Deut. vii. 6, 
xiv. 2, xxvi. 18; Isaiah xliii. 21; or J\fal. iii. 17, foovml µoi 
el<; 1repi1rotrww. The 1repi1ro&,<Tir; in the Old Testament refers 

1 Such a meaning belongs to the verb in the Greek classics. 0/ ,.-,;UH,.-",,.,,. 
, .. .,~ .. .,,., .-, X"'efov, Thucyd. 3, 102. T.,, ,),ex.,, .-,g,.-.,,.-.,,.1),. Xenoph. Cyrop. 1, 
4. 3. 'H b~ -r6x11 x,zi J O(X,fµw11 ~:Egwr6>'1D'1. Herodian, 8, 8. 12, See the Lexicons of 
Passow, Pape, and Liddell and Scott, sub voce. 



72 EPHESIANS I. H. 

not to any possession held by the people, but to the people 
themselves held in possession by God. Titus ii. 14; and Xa6<; 
et., 7rept7rol'f}<Ttv ; 1 Peter ii. 9. The collective people of God 
are His m:pt7rOt7Jutr;-the body of the faithful whom He has 
taken to be His ,c"A-f]poc;. They are His by the blood paid for 
their ransom. OZnvec;, says Theophylact, Juµev -"re.pt7Toi7Jutr; 
,cat ,c).,f]r;t<; ,cat '11"epwvuia 0eov. And the redemption which is 
here refeued to, is their complete, and final deliverance from 
all evil. The people who form the " possession" become 
God's by redemption, and shall fully realize themselves as 
God's when that redemption shall be completed. 

Olshausen, Meyer, and Stier understand elc; to denote the 
final cause-" for the redemption of the purchased possession." 
Still in this case "for" would have virtually a subtemporal 
sense. De Wette and Ruckert render it "until;" iv. 30. 
Whether the words be joined with eurfJpa"/lu0nTe or with the 
immediately preceding clause, it matters not, for the meaning 
is much the same. The sealing and earnest are alike inter
mediate,· and point to a future result-elr; implying a future 
purpose and period, when both shall be superseded. The 
earnest is enjoyed up till the inheritance be received, then it 
is absorbed in its fulness. The idea is common in the Old 
Testament, as showing the relation which the ancient Israel 
bore to God as His "inheritance"-His, and His by a special 
tie, for He had redeemed them out of Egypt. Triune divine 
operation is again developed;-the Father seals believers, and 
His glory is the last end ; in the Son are they sealed, and 
their redemption is His work ; while the Spirit-" which pro
ceedeth " from the Father, and is sent by the Son-is the 
Seal and the Earnest. 

And this a7ro°XuTpwutr; is our absolute redemption, as 
Chrysostom terms it. Wilke understan_ds by a7ToAuTproutc;
the liberation of the minor on his majority, comparing this 
passage with one somewhat similar in Galatians. But a'11"o°X6-
Tp©utr; seems, in the apostle's idea of it, to be a long process, 
including not a single and solitary blessing, but a complete 
series of spiritual gifts, beginning with the pardon of sin, and 
stretching on to the ultimate bestowment of perfection and 
felicity, for it rescues and blesses our entire humanity. In 
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Jesus "we are having redemption;" and pardon, enlighten
ment, and inheritance, with the Spirit as the signet ~nd the 
earnest, are but its present elements, given us partially and 
by instalments in the meanwhile: for though it begin when 
sin is forgiven, yet it terminates only when we are put in 
possession of that totality of blessing which our Lord's obe
dience and death have secured. Rom. viii. 23; 1 Cor. i. 30. 
"We have redemption " so soon as we believe; we are ever 
having it so long as we are on earth; and when Jesus comes 
again to finish the economy of grace, we shall have it in its 
full and final completion. Thus the redemption in ver. 7 is 
incipient, and in ver. 14 is final-the first and last stages of 
the Sll,me a:rroXvTp<iJ<Tt<;. 

And all issues, elr; hawov 'T1]<; oofi,<; avTov-" to the praise 
of His glory"-His grace having now done its work. As in 
verses fifth and sixth, elr; with the proximate end is followed 
by elr; with the ultimate purpose. The '1T'Epmo(71uir;-" the 
LORD'S OWN," "the Holy Catholic Church" in heaven praises 
Him with rapturous emotion, for His glory is seen and felt in 
eve1y blessing and hope, and ·this perpetual and universal 
consciousness of redemption is ever jubilant in its anthems 
and halleluiahs. See under ver. 6. 

The period of redemption expires with the 7rapova-la. No 
more is redemption to be offered, for the human race has run 
its cycle ; and no more is it to be partially enjoyed, for the 
redeemed are to be clothed with perfection: so that the period 
of perfection in blessing harmonizes with that of perfection in 
nuinbers. As long as the process of redemption is incom
plete, the collection of recipients is incomplete too. The 
church receives its complement in extent at the very same 
epoch at which it is crowned with fulness of purity and 
blessedness. " May it please Thee of thy gracious goodness 
shortly to accomplish the number of thy elect, and to hasten 
thy kingdom," is an appropriate petition on the part of all 
saints. 

(Ver. 15.) This verse begins a new section. After praise 
comes prayer. The apostle having given thanks to God for 
the Ephesian converts, offers a fervent and comprehensive 
prayer on their behalf, that they may enjoy a deeper insight

7 
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so as to know the hope of His calling, the riches of His future 
glory, and His transcendent vivifying and exalting power, as 
seen in the resurrection and glorification of Christ . 

.1.itt TOvTo-" Wherefore," not, as Grotius says, and in 
which saying he is join-ed by Riickert and }Iatthies, "because 
we are bound to thank God for benefits," for the words have 
a wider retrospective connection than merely with the last 
clause of the preceding paragraph. Nor, on the other hand, 
is it natural, with Chrysostom, CEcumenius, and Harless, to 
give them a reference to the whole previous section. It is 
better, with Theophylact and Meyer, to join them to the 13th 
and 14th verses. .For in these verses the apostle turns to the 
believing Ephesians, and, directly addressing them, describes 
briefly the process of their salvation, and then, and for that 
reason, prays for them. The prayer is not for "us," but for 
"you," and for you, because ye heard and believed, and were 
sealed. 

Kwyd,, rendered "I also." But such a translation suggests 
the idea of others, tacitly and mentally alluded to, besides 
the apostle. Who then can be referred to in the word 
"also?" Is it, "Others thank God for you, so do I?" or 
is it, "Ye thank God yourselves, I do it also for you?" 
thus, as Meyer says, zusamrnenwirkt-co-operated with them. 
These suppositions seem foreign to the context, since there is 
no allusion to any others beside the writer, nor is there any 
reference to the Ephesians as praying or giving thanks for 
themselves. Kat may be merely continuative, as it often is 
in the New Testament; it may merely mark transition to 
another. topic; or it may indicate the transition from the 
second person to the first. Stuart, § 185. Ka7d,1 rnay signify 
"indeed," quidem; or it rnay have the first of those meanings 
in the Pauline diction. Compare Acts xxvi. 29 ; Rom. iii. 7 ; 
1 Cor. vii. 8, 40, x. 33, xi. 1 ; 2 Cor. xi. 16; Gal. iv. 12 ; 
Phil. ii. 19 ; 1 Thess. iii. 5. The word would thus mean 
"Wherefore I indeed "-the apostle who first preached to 
you, and who has never ceased to yearn over you-

1 Buttrnann pronounces it to be an error to write ,.;,r., with iota subscribed, § 29 
n. 2; Jelf, § 14. 
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aKova-a<; Thv Ka0' vµas 7r{a-7w Jv T<p Kvpftp 'I'l'/a-ov-" having 
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus." It is wrong to argue 
from this expression, with Olshausen and De W ette, that the 
apostle had no personal knowledge of the persons whom he 
addressed. This was an early surmise, for it is referred to by 
Theodoret. Some, says he, have supposed that the apostle 
wrote to the Ephesians, ,1,;; f1,'l'/OE7rW 0€a(uiµEvo,;; aurovi;-.1 As 
we have seen in the Introduction, those who wish to regard 
this epistle as a circular letter, lay stress on the same term. 
But some years had elapsed since the apostle had visited 
Ephesus, and seen the Ephesian church, and might he not 
therefore refer to reports of their Christian steadfastness which 
had reached him? Nay, his use of the aorist may signify 
that such intelligence had been repeatedly brought to him. 
Kuhner, § 442, 1; Buttmann, § 135, 6, Obs. 5. But this 
frequentative sense, however, is denied to aorists in the New 
'l.1estament. Winer, § 40, 5, 1. The verb 7ravoµai, connected 
with this aorist, is in the present tense, as if the apostle 
meant to say, that such tidings from Ephesus were so satis
factorn that he could not cease to thank God for them. His 
thanksgiving was never allowed to flag, for it sprang from 
information as to the state of the church in Ephesus, and 
especially of what the apostle emphatically names-

rhv ,ca0' vµai;- 7r{<rTw. The expression is peculiar. Winer, 
§ 22, 7, renders it jidem qure ad vos pertinet, but in such a 
version the phrase expresses no other than the common form 
of the pronoun-vµ,frEpa 7r{<rn<;. Harless and Rtickert trans
late, den glauben bei eucli-" the faith which is among you; " 
Riickert holding that a species of local meaning is implied in 

1 The criticism of Hammond upon i,.,,,., .. is ingenious, but not satisfactory. He 
renders it here cum sciverim, for ""'""', he adds, often signifies to know or to under
stand. Gen. xi. 7, xliii. 24; 1 Cor. xiv. 2. He that speaketh in an unknown 
tongue speaketh not to man-,oo,/, ~"g ,l,,xoue,-for no one understands him. The 
use of the verb is similarly idiomatic in the other places cited. It signifies, to hear 
so as to understand. These phrases, refer, however, to personal conference, where 
difference of langu,1ge rendered conversation unintelligible. But in this clause it 
refers to reports by third parties, and therefore cannot be so used. The idiom is 
one easily understood, for it occurs in many similar phrases. Thus, to hear prayer 
is to comply with the request; to hear one in danger, is to help him, With us in 
Scotland the order is inverted. One says to his friend, "Speak for a moment," 
which means, " Hear me speak for a moment." 
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the idiom, and Harless maintaining that if the adjective pro
noun had been used, the subjective view of their faith would 
have been given-faith as theirs; whereas by this idiom, 
their faith in its objective aspect is depicted-faith as it exists 
among them. Though this mode of expressing relation came 
to be common in later Greek, as Meyer has shown, still we 
are inclined to think that there was something emphatic in 
the form. Bernhardy, p. 241. Acts xvii. 28, Tt,VfS TOJV Ka0' 
iJµfi,<; '7T'0£'1}TWv-" certain of the poets among you "-some of 
your poets, not ours-not Jewish or Christian bards, but 
Greek ones, whom ye claim and recognize as your national 
minstrels. Acts xviii. 15, the Roman proconsul says, "If it 
be a question of your law," voµov 'TOV ica0' vµa,-your law, 
the law that obtains among you, not the Roman law-your 
Jewish law, to which you cling, and the possession and ob
servance of which mark and characterize you as a people. So 
in Acts xxvi. 3--rwv /CaTa 'Iovoa£ov,;- El0wv-customs among 
Jews-specially Jewish; the very thing under discussion, 
and spoken of by one who had been educated at Rome. The 
ordinary phrase, ~ 'TT'i<rn<; vµwv is used seventeen times, and this 
form seems to denote not simply possession, as the genitive 
vµwv 01· pronoun vµ&epa would imply, but also characteristic 
possession. It is that faith which not only is among you, 
but which you claim and recognize as your peculiar posses
sion-that faith which gave them the appellation of 'TT't<r•rot in 
the first verse, and which is said in ver. 13 to have secured 
for them the sealing influences of the Holy Spirit. At all 
events, the instance adduced by Ellicott and Alford as against 
us, is not parallel. The-phra~e "yourlaw ," John viii. 17, -rrj, 
voµ,cp Trj, vµ,fr£p<p is not parallel to Acts xviii. 15, for the first 
was spoken by a Jew to Jews-it was His law as well as 
theirs (Gal. iv. 4); but not so in the case of the Roman deputy 
in Achaia. It seems foreign to the phrase to bring out 
of it, as Alford does after Stier, "the possibility of some not 
having this faith.~' He had named them mu-rot already, and 
will tcaTa with the partitive meaning imply that some might 
not have this faith? That faith reposed-

ev nfo Kvp{rp 'I'l}uov. The usage and meaning of icvplor:; 
are fully referred to·under ver. 2. Such a characteristic faith 
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was in Christ. Winzer1 indeed proposes to connect vµa,; 
with this clause-;Jidem, quw, vobis Domino Jesu veluti insitis, 
£nest. The position of the words excludes such a connection. 
Their faith lay immovable in Jesus, and the same idea, 
expressed by Jv, is very frequent in the preceding verses. 
See under ver. 1. IIun{,; followed by Jv is not common ; yet 
el,;, 7rpo,;1 hrl, occur often in such connection in the Septua
gint; Ps. lxxviii. 22; Jer. xii. 6; Gal. iii. 26; Col. i. 4; 
l Tim. i. 14, iii. 13; 2 Tim. 1, 13, iii. 15. See under the 
first verse. The 7r{a--r£,, so well defined by 1€a0' vµ,as, and 
so closely allied to 1€vplor,, needs not the article after it, and 
the want of the article indicates the unity of conception. The 
article is similarly omitted in Gal. iii. 26, and in Col. i. 4; 
Winer, § 20, 2. That faith wrought by love-

1€ai Tf/V wya7r71v 'Ti/V el,; 'lf'O,VTa', 'TOV', a,ylov,;;-" and your 
love to all the saints." Some MSS. such as A, B, &c., omit 
Tf/V wya7r'TJV, and Lachmann, true to his critical principles, 
leaves them out in his edition. But the omission is an evi
dent blunder. The Syriac version, older than any of these 
MSS.,· has the words, and: without them no sense could be 
made of the verse. Chrysostom also reads the words, and 
says that the apostle always knits and combines faith and 
love, a glorious pair-0avµaa--r~v nva ~vvwpioa :-

&rywr; is explained under ver. 1. Faith and love are often 
associated by the apostle. Col. i. 4 ; Phil. 5 ; 1 Thess. i. 3. 
The article is repeated after aryam,v, because the relation 
expressed , by elr; is not so intimate as that denoted by Jv, 
because it has not the well understood foundation of 7r{a-n,, 
and it may also signalize the difference of allusion-arya,r17, not 
tCh.tbt \, I \ ,, Tl' . o ns , u -'T'T)V et, ,rav-ra,;; -rovr; arywvr;. us conception, 
therefore, has not the unity of the preceding: it is love, but 
love further defined by a special object-" to all the saints." 
It is not philanthropy-love of man as man-but the love of 
the brethren, yea, "all" the brethren-" the household of 
faith.". Community of faith begets community of feeling, 
and this brother-love is an instinctive emotion, as well as an 
earnest obligation. In that spiritual temple which the Spirit 

1 Commentatio in Eph. cap. i., v. 19. Pfingslprogramm, Leipzig, 1836. 
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is rearing in the sanctified bosom, faith and love are the 
J achin and Boaz, the twin pillars that grace and support the 
structure. 

(Ver. 16.) Ou 'ffavoµai Evxapurrwv V'ff~P uµwv-" I cease 
not giving thanks for you." 'T7rip is thus used, v. 20; 1 Tim. 
ii. 1. 'Evxapurrliv, in the.sense of" to give thanks," belongs 
to the later Greek, for, prior to the age of Polybius, it signi
fied to please or to gratify. Phryn. ed-Lobeck, p. 18. Instead 
of a participle the infinitive is sometimes employed, but there 
is a difference of meaning. The participle expresses an 
action which already exists, and this form of construction 
prevails in the New Testament. "As one giving thanks for 
you I cease not." 'l'he infinitive Euxapi<I'r€i,V would mean, 
"I cease not from a supposed period to give thanks." Winer, 
§ 45; Stuart, § 167; Scheuerlein, § 45, 5; Hermann, Ad 
Viger., p. 771; Bernhardy, p. 477.1 The Gothic version of 
Ulphilas has preserved the peculiar point of the expression 
-" unsveibands aviliudo,"-non-cessans gratias d-ico. The 
apostle, though he had visited them, does not felicitate himself 
on his pastoral success among them, but gives thanks on this 
account to God, for His grace had changed them, and had 
sustained them in their Christian profession. 

µvElav vµwv 'ffOWVj.1,€110<; E?ri 'TWV 7rpocrwxwv µou-" making 
mention of you in my prayers." Rom. i. 9; Phil. i. 3 ; 
1 Thess. i. 23. Some MSS., as A, B, and D, omit vµwv, and 
it is rejected by Lachmann ; but there is no good reason for 
its exclusion, for it may have been omitted because of the 
previous vµwv so close upon it, for A and B have the same 
omission in 1 Thess. i. 2. F and G place the pronoun after 
the participle. The terms EilXaptcr'Twv and µvElav 'l!'owvµEvo<; 
are not to be identified. The apostle gave thanks, and his 
thanks ended in prayer. As he blessed God for what they 
had enjoyed, he implored that they should enjof more. He 
thanked for their faith and hope, and he prayed as he glanced 
into the future. And he made special mention of the Ephe
sian church ; 7rowvµEvor;; in the middle voice implying-" for 

1 Kiihner occupies no less than seven sections in enumerating and defining the 
different classes of verbs which are followed by a participle rather than an infinitive 
(§ 657-664.) 
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himself "-e,r1, T;;w ,rpouevxwv µov. The preposition has a 
temporal meaning with a sub-local reference. Bernhardy, p. 
246; Winer,§ 47, 9; Stallbaum's Plato, De Rep. p. 460. He 
did it as his usual work and pleasure,_ and perhaps the language 
implies that he made formal mention of them whenever and 
wherever he prayed. He yearned over them as his children 
in Christ, and he bore their names on his heart before the 
Lord in fervent, repeated, and effectual intercession. 

(Ver. 17 .) ''Iva o ®eo<; 'TOV Kvptov ~µ,;;w 'l71uov Xpt<r'TOV o</nJ 
-" That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ would give." 
Making mention of you in my prayers, offering this prayer 
for you, that the God, &c. His prayer for them had this 
special petition-that. ''Iva is thus used with the optative, 
and that telically to denote the object of desire, the blessing 
wished for. Bernhardy, p. 407. We see no reason to agree 
with Harless, Olshausen, Winer, Robinson, Riickert, and 
others, in denying the proper telic use of ?va in such a con
nection, or after verbs of entreaty. Ellicott also gives it a 
sub-final meaning-the purport of the prayer being blended 
with the purpose. Winer, § 44, 8. On the other hand, to 
deny with Fritzsche the ecbatic sense of ?va, is an extreme 
quite opposed to many passages of the New Testament, and 
as wrong as to give it too often this softened meaning. Har
less says, that the optative is here used for distinctness, because 
a verb expressing desire is omitted. But the final cause of 
entreaty is-" in order that" something may be given. The 
object of the apostle's prayer was, that God would give the 
Ephesians the ·spirit of wisdom. He prayed for this end
this final purpose was present to his mind; he prayed with 
this avowed intent-?va. Ellicott's statement is after all but 
a truism: if a man tell you to what end he prays, he surely 
tells you the substance of his prayers. Disclosure of the pur
pose must e~ress the purport, and Zva, pointing out the first, 
also of necessity introduces the last. But the Zva in such an 
idiom contains in itself the idea of previous desire, and the 
optative is used, not as if there were any doubt in the apostle's 
mind that his prayer might not be granted, or as if the answer 
might be only a probable result, but that God's giving the 
object prayed for would be the hoped-for realization of the 
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intention which he hail, when he began to offer the petitions 
which he was still continuing. ,Telf, § 887, ry; Devarius-Klotz, 
p. 622. Had the wish that God would confer blessing begun 
merely when the apostle wrote the words, had the whole aim 
of the prayer been regarded as future to that point of time, the 
subjunctive would have been used. Ac/J'IJ is a later form for 
So{'IJ. Phrynichus ed-Lobeck, pp. 345,346; Sturz, De dialecto 
Alexandrino, p. 52. Lachmann, however, reads Swy in the 
Ionic subjunctive form, but without sufficieut ground. The 
Divine Being to whom Paul presented intercessory prayer for 
the Ephesians, is referred to under two peculiar and unusual 
epithets-

'O ®e6-, TOV Kup{ov ~µwv 'l'IJCTOV Xpia-wu-" The God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." He is else~here called the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, but only in this place, simply, 
"the God of our Lord Jesus Christ." The language has need
lessly startled many commentators, and obliged them to make 
defence against Arian critics. Suicer, sub voce. The dangerous 
liberties taken with the words in the capricious use of hyper
baton and parenthesis by Menochius, Vatablus, Estius, and 
a-Lapide, do not gain the end which they were intended to 
serve. It is with some of them-" the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the God of glory," or "the God (of our Lord 
Jesus Christ the Father) of glory." The criticism of Theo
doret is more rational, though not strictly correct, for he thus 
distinguishes the two divine appellations in reference to Christ, 
-®€6V JLEV W', av0pw1rou, 'lraTepa 0£ w;; ®eov. The reader 
will find an explanation of the phrase under the first clause of 
the third verse. The exposition of Harless is somewhat loose. 
His explanation is-the God by whom Christ was sent to 
earth, from whom He received attestation in word and deed, 
and to whom He at length returned. But more special ideas 
are included-1. To be His God is to be the 6bject of His 
worship-my God is the Divinity whom I.adore. As a man 
Jesus worshipped God, often prayed to Him, often consulted 
Him, enjoyed His presence, and complained on the cross 
of His deseTtion, saying-" My God, my God." 2. The 
language implies that God blessed Him-my God is He who 
blesses me. Gen. xxviii. 21. He prepared for Him His body, 
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sustained His physical life, bestowed ·upon Him the Spirit, 
protected Him from dange1·, "gave His angels charge concern
ing Him," raised Him from the dead, and exalted Him to 
glory. 1 Cor. xi. 3, xv. 27; 1 Peter i. 21. Especially, as Har
less intimates, did He as Messiah come from God and do the 
will of God, and He is n.ow enjoying the reward of God. 
Possessed Himself of supreme divinity, He subordinated Him
self to God, in order by such an economy to work out the 
glorious design of man's salvation. The immanent distinctions 
of the one Godhead are illustrated in their nature and necessity 
from the scheme of redemption. And the reason why Paul 
refers to God in this relation to Jesus is, that having sent His 
Son and qualified and commissioned Him, having accepted 
from Him that atonement of infinite value, and having in proof 
of this acceptance raised Hirn to His own right hand, it is now 
His divine function and premgative to award the blessings of 
the mediatorial reign to humble and believing suppliants. 

At the same time we cannot fully acquiesce in many inter
pretations of the Nicene Creed, even as illustrated by l'etavius,1 

and adopted by such acute defenders as Cudworth2 and Bull.3 
To admit the divinity of the Son, and yet to deny Him 
to be auTo0eoc; as well as the Father, seems to us really to 
modify and impugn the Saviour's Godhead by a self~ontra
dictory assertion. We cannot but regard self-existence as 
essential to divinity. Bishop Bull says, however-" Pater 
.solus naturam i"llam a se habet." The Creed of Nice declares, 
" We believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the 
only begotten of the Father, that is, of the Essence of the 
Father, God of God, ~ight of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, of one Essence with the Father." These 
sentiments have been the faith of the church in every age, but 
they have been in many instances explained by unjustifiable 
imagery and 'language, often taken in the earlier centuries from 
the Platonic ontology, and drawn in later times from material 
sources. The arguments against wh,.t is called the eternal 
sonship, by Roell, Drew, Moses Stuart, Adam Clarke, and 
others, are, with all their show of argument, without founda-

1 De Tri:nitate, i. 5. 2 Intellecttrnl System, vol. ii. 406, ed. 1845, London, 
3 Defensw Fidei Nicrenre. Works, vol. v. ed. 1827, Oxford. 

G 
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tion in Scripture, for a sonship in the divine nature appears 
to be plainly taught and implied in it. But a sonship which 
affirms the divine nature of the Son to be derived from the 
Father, makes that Son only oevTEpor; 0e6,-a secondary Deity. 
Not only is the Son oµ,oov,nor; np 7rcfrpt-of the same essence 
with the Father, but He is also aim\0w,-God in and from 
Himself. Sonship appears to refer not to essence, but to 
existence-not to being in itself, but to being in its relations, 
and does not characterize nature so much as personality. 
But such difference of position is not inequality of essence, 
and when rightly understood will be found as remote from 
the calumnious imputation of Tritheism, as from the heresy 
of :M:odalism or Sabellianism.1 

o ITaTt]p Try, o6g,,,c;-" the Father of glory " is a unique 
phrase, having no real parallel in Scripture. It has some 
resemblance to the following phrases-'' King of glory" in 
Ps. x;xiv. 7; "Lord of glory," 1 Cor. ii. 8; " God of glory," 
Ps. xxix 3, quoted in Acts vii. 2; Ilart]p rwv <f,wrwv, James 
i. 17; o IIan)p rwv ol,mpµwv, 2 Cor. i. 3; and xepovf3etv oofr}c;, 
Heb. ix. 5. b.o~r,r; is the genitive of characterizing quality. 
Winer§ 34, 2. The notion of Theodoret is, that Boga signifies 
the Divine nature of Christ, and many of the Fathers held a 
similar view. Athanasius remarks on this passage, that the 
apostle distinguishes the economy-,cal, Mgav µEv rov µovoryEvr, 
,ca?l,e'i,, referring to the phrase in John i. 14, H the glory of the 
only-begotten of the Father"-an idea also repeated by Alford .. 
Theophylact quotes Gregory of Nazianzum as giving the same 
view-Kal 0eav Kal IIanipa ; Xptcrrov µEV 1r/ovv TOV av0pw-
7rfvov, 0eov· TY/', 0€ oot,,,r;, 'l},YOVV TrJ, 0EDTTJTOr;, IIaripa. Cyril 
also (De Adoratfone, lib. xi.), Je1'ome, and Bengel adopt the 
same hypothesis. Suicer, Thesaurus, i. 944, 5. These views 

1 See also Schleiermacher, der Christi. Glaube, § 170-190; Twesten, Vm·lesungen 
ilber die Dogmatik, § 41; Hase, Hutterus Redivivus, § 72 ; Treffry, On the Eternal 
8onship of Christ, London, 1839. It is a pity that so many non-biblical terms have 
been fouml necessary iu the treatment of this awful subject, but sad and fatal 
errors seem to have made the coinage of them indispensable. One is disposed to 
sa~• of them with Calvin-'' Utinam quidem scpulta essent, constaret modo hrec inter 
omnes fides, Patrem et Filium et Spiritum esse unum Deum: nee tamen ant Fili um 
esse Patrem, ant Spiritnm Fili um, sed proprietate qnadam esse distinctos. "- ln.,111,,1,;,, 
Chri,t. Reli,qionis, vol. i. p. 89, ed. Bernlini, 1834. ,.. 
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are strained and moulded by polemical feelings, and the use 
of ooga in reference to Jesus in other parts of the New 
Testament, will not warrant such a meaning here. While 
this special and personal application is without ground on the 
one hand, it is a vague and pointless exegesis, on the other, 
which resolves the phrase into IIaTnp tvoogo,;. De \Vette 
renders-The Father with whom glory is ever present; refer
ring to the last clause of ver. 18-the glory of the inherit
ance. Others find in 7raT~P the sense of origination-source 
of glory-auctor, Jons. So Erasmus, Fesselius,1 a-Lapide, 
Grotius, and Olshausen, though with varying applications of 
the general exegesis. This explanation is at least admissible. 
Did we, with some, regard Soga as the immanent or essential 
glory of God, it would be impossible. Such glory is coeval 
with the Divine nature, the Essence and Effulgence are 
coeternal. Or did we, with others, l'egard ooga as meaning 
glorious gifts conferred upon us, then such a notion would not 
be in harmony with the context. 'fhat IIaT~P may signify 
originator is plain, though Harless expressly denies it. "What 
is Ila'Tnp 'TWV '1T'Vf1Jµa'TWV but their Creator? (Heb. xii. 9); or 
IIaThp Twv <f,wTwv (James i. 17) but their Producer? or IIaTnp 
Twv olllnpµwv (2 Cor. i. 3) but their Originator? Harless 
refers the Soga very much to the epithets of the following 
verses, while Stier and Alford virtually maintain an allusion 
to the God-man, in whom God's glory is revealed, by whom 
it dwells in humanity, and in whom all His people are glorified. 
On the other hand, and more in harmony with the course of 
thought, ooga appears to us to be that glory so often already 
referred to, and throwing its radi.ance over this paragraph. l\Ien 
are elected, predestinated, sanctified, and adopted-fls- [7raivov 
oo~,; ; enlightened, enfeoffed in an inheritance according to 
eternal purpose-ds- e7raivov Mgr;,; avTOv ; and they hear, 
believe, are sealed, and enjoy the earnest of the Spirit-d., 
{7raivov Tfj', oog11., avTOv. The three preceding paragraphs 
are thus each wound up with a declaration of the final result 
and purpose-the glory of God. And now, when the apostle 
refers to God, what more natural than to ascribe to Rim that 

1 Adversaria Sacra, i. 350. 
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glory which is His own chief end, and His own prime harvest 
in man's redemption. Here stand, as repeated and leading ideas, 
ver. 6, oof1'/'--ver. 12, oo~<;-ver. 14, 00~1'/'-; so that in ver. 17 
He is saluted with the title, ITaTiJP nJ<; oofTJ'-· This glory is 
not His essential glory as Jehovah, but the g!ory which He 
has gathered for Himself as the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The clause is in close union with the preceding one. This 
Saviour-God, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, is in this very 
character the possessor and thus the exhibiter of glory. It is 
then wholly-7rpo<; To 7rpoJCefµ,evov, as CEcumenius says, that 
such a title as this is given to God, that is, because of the con
textual allusions, but not simply because the gifts prayed for 
are manifestations of this glory, as Olshauscn supposes; nor 
merely, as Cocceius and Meyer argue, because He will do that 
in answer to prayer which serves to promote His own glory. 

The gift prayed for is-that He would give "you"-vµ,~v 
~ ,I.. , ' , "' , .,~ , , ' , ~ " I -7rvevµa a-o.,,ia<; Kai a7ro/Ca"'u'I' a,.1<; €V €7rl'fVWa-ei auTov- t 1e 

Spirit of wisdom and rnvelation in the knowledge of Him." 
Though 7rvevµa wants the article, there is no reason, with 
Middleton, Chandler, Urellius, and Locke, to deny its reference 
to the Holy Spirit, and to make it signify" a wise disposition," 
for the word came to be regarded very much as a proper name.1 
Thus, Matt. xii. 28, Ev 7rvevµan 0eov-" by the Spirit of 
God;" Rom. i. 4, /CaTd, 7rvevµa a7tW<J"VV7]',; 1 Pet. i. 2, €V 
arytaa-µ(j> 7rvevµaTO',; and in Mark i. 8; Luke i. 15, 35, 41, 
67, The reference in these cases is plainly to the Holy Spirit, 
in some peculiar phases and manifestations of His divine in
fluence. The canon of Middleton is not borne out by usage. 
On Greek Art., pp. 125, 126. The genitives are not wholly 
those of possession, but perhaps also of character. Rom. 
viii. 2, 15; 2 Cor. iv. 13; 2 Tim. i. 7. The Ephesians had 
possessed the Spirit as an earnest and seal, and now the 
apostle implores His influence in other modes of it to descend 
upon them. This '' revelation" is His mode of operation, and 
the enlightened eye is the fruit of His presence. Indeed 
Chrysostom and Theodoret use a-04>{a 7rveuµanK17-spiritual 
wisdom-in explanation of 7rvevµa a-orp{a<;, but Chrysostom 

1 Compare Gersdorf, Beitrciqe zur Spracl,-Characteristik rler Schriftsteller des neum 
Test., Kap. iv. 
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distinctly acknowledges the influence of the Spirit. Theo
phylact plainly specifies the gift of the Divine Spirit, " That 
He may supply you with spiritual gifts, so that by the Spirit 

b l. h d " ~ ' ~ ' ,1, e~ " you may e en 1g tene -WUT€ ota Tov '1TVevµaTo<; -rWTlrJ' 17vai. 
The Reformers supposed that the Spirit of grace and revek
tion is taken for the grace itself, as Calvin explains-spiri·tus 
sapieutim et rev~lationis pro ipsa gratia capitur. We prefer a 
clear and formal reference to the Holy Spirit-the gift of God 
through Christ. Iocp{a and a'IToKaAv,Jri,; are intimately joined, 
but not, as Meyer thinks, by the union of a general and special 
idea. Nor can we, with Olshausen, refer the words to the 
ancient charismata, and make a'IToKaAv,fn,; mean the capacity 
for receiving revelation, or for being a prophet. These super
natural endowments cannot be alluded to, because the apostle 
prays for the bestowment of wisdom and revelation to enable 
the Ephesians to know those blessings in the know ledge 0£ 
which every Christian is interested, and which all Christians 
through all time receive in a greater or less degree from the 
Holy Ghost. 

The Ephesians had already enjoyed spiritual blessings, and 
they had been sealed by the Holy Spirit. Now the apostle 
prays that they may enjoy Him as a Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation. Iocp{a is wisdom, higher intelligence, rising at 
length into the "riches of the full assurance of understanding." 
It is connected with a'IToKaAv,Jri-,, for the Spirit of wisdom is 
the Spirit of revelation, and by such revelation that wisdom 
is imparted. The oracles of the New Testament had not 
then been collected, and therefore truth in its higher aspects 
might be imparted or extraordinarily revealed by the Holy 
Ghost. Such generally is the view also of Harless, uocpla, 
however, being, according to him, the subjective condition, 
and a7ro,ca)l.v,fri,;, the objective medium. The clause is no 
hendiadys. It resembles Rom. i. 5, "This grace and apostle
ship," that is, grace, and the form in which the grace was 
given-that of the apostolate ; Rom. xi. 29, " The gifts and 
calling of God," that is, the gifts and the medium of their 
conferment-the Divine calling. Here we have the gift of 
wisdom along with the mode of its bestowment-revelation. 
w· e cannot say with Ellicott that uocp{a is the general arnl 
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a7roKaAIJ,y't<; the more special gift, for the last term carries 
in it the notion of mode as well as result-insight commu
nicated so as to impart wisdom. Nor can we see how it is 
illogical to mention the gift, aI\d then refer to the vehicle of 
its bestowment. 

And still all spiritual truth is His revelation. The Bible 
is His gift, and it is only when the prayerful study of the 
Bible is blessed by spiritual influence that wisdom is acquired. 
Solemn invocation of the Holy Spirit must precede, and His 
presence accompany, all faithful interpretation of the word of 
God. As we contemplate the holiness and veracity of its 
Author, the grace and truth of all Ilis statements, and the 
benevolent purpose of His revelation, the heart will be soft
ened into that pure sensibility which the Holy Ghost delights 
in, as of old the strains of music in the schools of the prophets 
soothed and prepared the rapt spirit of the seer for the illapse 
of his supernatural visitant. Earthly passions and turbulent 
emotions must be repressed, for the "dew" descends not 
amidst the storm ; the conflicting sensations of a false and 
ungodly heart forbid His presence, as the "dove " alights not 
amidst the tossings of the earthquake. The serenity resulting 
from "that peace which passeth all understanding," not only 
draws down the Spirit of God, not only imparts a freer scope 
to the intellectual powers, a purer atmosphere to the spiritual 
vision, and a new relish to the pursuits of biblical study, but 
also refines and strengthens those faculties which unite in 
discovering, perceiving, and feeling the truths and beauties of 
inspiration. 

ev e1rvyvdJaei aVTOV, The aVTOV refers to God, and not to 
Christ, as Calvin, Beza, Bodius, Calovius, Flatt, and Baum
garten suppose. 'Ev does not signify el-;-in reference to, or 
in order to, as Jerome, Anselm, Luther, a-Lapidc, Grotius, 
Bengel, and von Gerlach, erroneously argue. The spirit of this 
exegesis may be seen in the note of Piscator-" Ut eum in dies 
magis magisque cognoseatis." Such an unusual meaning is 
unnecessary. The versions," through" the knowledge of God, 
as Rollock renders, or" along with" it, as Hodge makes it, are 
foreign to the context. Tyndale cuts the knot by translating 
-" That he myght geve vnto you the Sprete of wisdom, and 
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open to you the knowledge of him silfe." Meyer, Harless, and 
Matthies suppose that ev marks out the sphere of operation
die Geistige Thatige-sphlire. Connecting the words especially 
with a7rOJCa)vu,fr€w<;, we suppose them, while they formally 
denote the sphere, virtually to indicate the material of the reve
lation. In the last view they are taken by Hornberg, Eiickert 
and Stier. If the knowledge of God be the sphere in which 
the Spirit of revelation operates, it is that He may deepen or 
widen it-in our possession of it. In what aspect is the 
Spirit prayed for? It is as a Spirit of wisdom. How is this 
wisdom communicated by Him? By revelation. What is 
the central sphere, and the characteristic type, of this revela
tion? It is the knowledge of God, not agniti'o, as the Vul
gate has it, and Beza and Bodius expound it, but cognitio
not the acknowledgment, but the knowledge of God. The 
knowledge of God stands out objectively to us as the first and 
best of the sciences; and when the Spirit imparts it, and gives 
the mind a subjective or experimental acquaintance with it, 
that mind has genuine wisdom.1 'E,r{,yvwo-t, 0Eov is the 
;5cience, and o-orp(a is the result induced by the Spirit of reve~ 
lation. The preposition e,r/, in J,r/-7vwo-i,, contains probably 
the idea of the" additional'' as the image of intensive. Such 
a preposition sometimes loses its full original force in compo
sition, but it would be wrong to say with Olshausen, that here 
such a meaning is wholly obliterated. Tittmann, De Syno
nymis, &c., p. 217 ; Wilke, .Appendix, p. 560. 'E,r(ryvwo-ir; 
is not ascribed to God in the New Testament, neither could 
it with propriety. His knowledge admits of no improvement 
either in accuracy or extent. Phavorinus defines the term ~ 
J.l,€T(L T~V 7rpWTrJV ryz,wo-w TOV ,rpa-yµaTor; KaTa ovvaµw 7TaV
T€A~r; tcaravor;o-ir;;. The simple verb and its compound are 
used with beautiful distinction in 1 Cor. xiii. 12, apn rywwo-JCw 
€JC µepovr;;, TOT€ 0€ Jmryvwo-oµai. That knowledge of God in 

1 Stier quotes a remark "sehr naiv" from one of Francke's Fast-Sermons, illus
trating at once the spirit of the good old man's peculiar pietism, as well as his 
opinion of the godless and Christless teaching beginning to prevail in the colleges 
of Germany:-" The apostle does not say he wished that a university should be 
founded in the city of Ephesus, to wl,ich should be appointed a host of professors 
by whom the people should be made wise. 0 no : he implored the Spirit of 

wisdom." 
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which the Spirit of revelation works, and which He thereby 
imparts, is a fuller and juster comprehension of the Divine 
Being than they had already enjoyed. The subsequent 
verses show that this additional knowledge of God concerns 
not the works of His creation, which is but the "time vesture" 
of the Eternal, but the grace and the purposes of His heart, 
His possession and exhibition of love and power, His rich 
array of blessings which are kept in reserve for His people, 
and that peculiar influence which He exercises over them in 
giving them spiritual and permanent vitality. Harless says, 
that J7r{,yvwa-t<; signifies the knowledge of experience, because 
ovvaµio; stands as its o~ject. This view, however, is defective, 
for ovvaµt, is not the only object-there is also the "inher
itance," which is future, and therefore so far external to 
believers. 

Some, however, join the clause with the following verse
" In the knowledge of Him the eyes of your heart being 
enlightened." Thus construe Chrysostom, Theophylact, 
Zachariae, Olshausen, Lachmann, and Hahn. Such a con
struction is warped and unnatural. Olshausen's reason is 
connected with his notion that a-orp[a and a7ro,ca'l.vyi,; are 
charismata or extraordinary gifts, and could not be followed 
up and explained by such a phrase as the "knowledge of God." 
But the verb <pwTit;w is nowhere accompanied by Jv; in Rev. 
xviii. 1, it is followed by l,c. 'l'he Syriac renders, "And would 
enlighten the eyes of your hearts to know what is," &c. 

(Ver. 18.) Ifr<f;wna-µ€VOU', wi1<; o<f;0aXµov<; TTJ', !Capola<; 
vµwv-" The eyes of your heart having been enlightened; " 
that is, by the gifts or process just described. KapUao; is 
now generally preferred to oiavo{a,;1 as it has preponderant 
authority, such as :M:SS. A, B, D, E, F, G, &c., with the 
Syriac, Coptic, and V ulgate, &c. Thus, too, Clemens Ro
man us- ol orp0aAµoi rfio; ,capoia,. Ep. ad Corintli. § 36. 
Various forms of construction have been proposed, 1. Some 
understand the clause to be the accusative governed by or/n}. 
The words are so taken by Zanchius, Matthies, Riickert, Meier, 
Harless, Olshausen, De W ette, Stier, and Turner. This con
struction, however, seems awkward. Bengel remarks that 
the presence of the artide before o<f,OaAµov, is against such a 
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construction. For the eyes were, not precisely a portion of the 
gift, but only the enlightenment of tliem; whereas, according 
to this construction, if 'TOV, orp0aXµoV, be governed by o,fn,, 
both the eyes and their illumination would be described as alike 
the Divine donation. This, however, is not the apostle's mean
ing. The eyes of the heart needed both a quicker perception 
and a purer medium in order to distinguish those glorious 
objects which were presented to them. The words, as placed 
by the apostle, are different from a prayer for " enlightened 
eyes ; " and the clause is not parallel with those of the pre
ceding verse, but describes the result. 2. IIeq)(.l)rta-µ€vov, may 
be supposed to agree by anticipation with the following vµa, 
-" tp.at you, enlightened as to the eyes of your heart." 3. 
Ellicott takes it as !t lax construction of the participle werprona-
µ€vov, referring to vµ'iv, with 'TO°V', ocp0aXµou, as the accusative 
of limiting reference. But in a broken construction the par
ticiple usually reverts to the nominative. See Buttmann, Gram. 
der Neutest. Sprach. § 145-46. 4. The clause may be a species 
of accusative absolute-" the eyes of your heart having been 
enlightened," and it expresses the result of the gift of the 
" Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." 
Such is the view of Beza, Grotius, Bengel, Kuttner, and Koppe. 
Kuhner, § 682; Bernhardy, p. 133. But we cannot adopt the 
hint of IIeinsius, that the participle has Elvai understood, and 
that the formula is then equivalent to cproTtf;ea-0ai. Exerdt. 
Bae. p. 459. The " heart" belongs to the "inner man," is 
the organ of perception as well as of emotion; the centre of 
spiritual as it is physically of animal life. Delitzsch, System 
der Bibl. Psychol. § 12; Beck, Um1>iss der Bib. Seelenlehre, § 26. 
The verb cf>rorftro, used in such a relation, has a deep ethical 
meaning. Light and life seem to be associated in it-as on 
the other hand darkness and death are in Hebrew modes of 
conception. Thus Ps. xiii. 3, xxxvi. 9 ; John i. 4, viii. 12. 
'l'he light that falls upon the eyes of the heart is the light of 
spiritual life-there being appreciation as well as perception, 
experience along with apprehension. Suicer, sub voce cpw<s. 
Matt. xiii. 15; Mark vi. 52; John xii. 40.1 'l'he figure is 

1 Olshausen's virtual denial of any r€ference in tl1e phrase to the perceptive 
faculty, is tontrnry to the passag<lll quoted. See also his Opusc,~la, p. 159. 
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common too among classical writers. If the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of God be conferred, then 
the scales fall from the moral vision, and the cloudy haze that 
hovers around it melts away. It is as if a man were taken 
during night to a lofty eminence shrouded in vapour and dark
ness, but morning breaks, the sun rises, the mist disparts, 
rolls into curling wreaths and disappears, and the bright 
landscape unfolds itself. Such is the result, and the design 
is that they may obtain a view of three special truths. And, 
first-

el<s T() eloevai vµa._, Tl<s lrrnv iJ €A7i£<s T1J<s ,cX17rr€OO<s aUTOU
" that ye may know what is the hope of His calling "-the 
infinitive of aim with el._ and the article, Winer, § 44, 6 ; and 
the genitive being that of origin or possession-the hope asso
ciated with or the hope springing out of His calling. KAija-,_. 
is a favourite Pauline word. It describes Christian privilege 
in its inner power and source, for the " calling" is that Divine 
summons or invitation to men which insures compliance with 
itself. The term seems to have originated in the 'historical 
fact of Abraham's call, and the fact gives name and illustra
tion to the spiritual doctrine. It is His calling - man's 
calling is often slighted, but God's is" effectual calling." The 
,cXijrrt<s is the incipient realization of the J,c)l.ory17. Calovius 
and Goodwin take e11,7r{,_ wrongly as the ground of hope. 
Zanchius, Calovius, Flatt, Meyer, Harless, and Baumgarten
Crusius maintain it to be the subjective hope which His 
calling creates, but the reference seems rather to be to the 
object of that hope-the inheritance of the following clause. 
'EXm'.,. is To l\mtoµevov-res sperata, in the opinion of Meier, 
Olshausen, and Stier; but of course the knowledge of the thing 
hoped for sustains the emotion of hope, so that the two ideas are 
closely allied. The apostle seems to refer rather fo what the 
hope embraces, than either to its basis or to its character. 
Col. i. 5; Tit. ii. 13. It needs no special grace to know the 
emotion of hope within us ; it can be gauged in its depth, 
and analyzed in its character ; but it does need special en
lightenment to comprehend in their reality and glory what 
are the objects hoped for in connection with God's calling. 
We give 7/,_ its ordinary meaning, "what"-not making it 
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mean qualis vel cujusnarn naturw1 with Harless; no1· quanta, 
wornwtJ, with Baumgarten-Crusius and Stier. That it may 
occasionally bear such a sense we deny not; but the simple 
signification is enough in the clause before us, though indeed it 
involves the others. What, then, is the hope of His calling? 
Abraham's calling had hope, and not immediate possession 
attached to it, for not he, but his seed, were to inherit in future 
years. Salvation is partially enjoye~ by "the called" on 
earth, but much of it is in reserve for them in heaven. There
fore all that lies over for us creates hope, and this rich rever
sion is here connected, not with our election-the reality of 
which prior to our" calling we knew not-but with the calling 
itself, and the conscious Tesponse of the heart to the influence 
of the truth and the Spirit. The apostle also specifies a 
second design-

Kat ·rl,; o w'l\ovro<; rij,; 00~7]<; 7--fj<; KA7Jpovoµ{ac;; alJToi.i ev TOt<; 

cuylot,;-" and what the wealth of the glory of His inheritance 
among the saints." '11he ,ea{ is omitted by some MSS., such 
as A, B, Dt, K, G, and by Lachmann ; but it is found in the 
majoTity of MSS., and is Tightly retained by 'l'ischendorf. 
The repetition of ,ea{ in the next verse might have led to its 
om1ss10n. T{c;; is repeated to bring out the emphatic thought. 
"The riches of the glory of His inheritance " is a phrase to 
be resolved neither, with some, into the rich glory of the 
inheritance, nor the riches of the glorious inheritance. The 
words represent, as they stand, distinct but connected ideas. 
It was the Tiches of His grace in vcr. 7-the norm according 
to which blessing is enjoyed now; here it is the riches of 
glory to be enjoyed in the future, the genitives being those of 
possession. K'l\r,povoµ{a has been already explained under 
ver. 11, in connection with the verb eKA7Jpw0r,µw. 

The phrase ev To'ic;; ary{ot<; is attended with some difficulty. 
1. Winer and others insert the verb Ja-n, and suppose it to 
signify "which is in the possession of the saints." The 
strain of the context forbids the exegesis-it is future, and 
not present blessiug, which the apostle refers to. 2. It is 
taken by Hom berg and Calovius in the neuter gef\der as a 
local epithet-" in the holy places." Such an idea is not 
found in the epistles, and is not of Pauline usage. 3. Others 
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assume the meaning of "for,"-" prepared for the saints," 
such as Vatablus, Bullinger, and Baumgarten ; but this gives 
an unwarranted meaning to the preposition €V. 4. Stier 
understands the words· with special reference to his own 
interpretation of ver. 11, which he renders-" in whom we 
have become God's inheritance "-so that God's inheritance 
is the saints; and as they form it, it possesses a peculiar 
glory. But the inheritance, as we understand it, is something 
external to the saints-something yet to be fulq enjoyed by 
them, and of which in the interval the Holy Spirit is declared 
to be the earnest. 5. The better opinion, then, is, with 
Riickert, Harless, Winzer, Meier, Olshansen, Ellicott, and 
Alford, to take Jv in the sense of "among,"-" among the 
saints." Job. xlii. 15. Of Job's daughters it is said, their 
father gave them 1ii-.:1]povoµ{av EV TO£', aoe?l.ipoZ,;-" among their 
brethren." So Acts xx. 32, ICA.7Jpovoµtav €V TO'i<; ~ryiaa-µ,evot<; 
-" inheritance among the sanctified." Also Acts xxvi. 18. 
Perhaps the full formula may be seen in Numb. xviii. 23, Jv 
µ,ea-rp viwv 'Ia-pah°>., ICA.7Jpovoµ,{av. 'l'here seems no need to 
supply da-nv, as is done by Ellicott after 1\feyer-nor does the 
article need to be repeated. "Aryio,; has been explained under 
the first verse, and means here, those possessed of completed 
holiness, or as Cameron-Tov,; 7€T€AEtwµ,evou,;. Myrothecium 
p. 248. The inheritance is meant for the possession of the 
saints. It is their common property. And the consecrated 
ones are not merely, as Baumgarten-Crusius says, those of 
the former dispensation who first were called "holy," though 
saints alone enjoy the gift. It is "His," and they are His. 
'l'he possession of holiness is the prerequisite for heaven. 
Such a character is in harmony with the pursuits, enjoyments, 
and scenes of the celestial world. Saints have now the inci
pient heritage, but not in its full fmition. It is not here pre
sented to us as a rich blessing of Christ's present kingdom; 
but it is the blessing in prospect. The two clause,:; are thus 
nearly related. The prayer is, that the Ephesians might first 
know the reality of the future blessing; and, secondly, might 
comprehend its character. vVhat, then, are the riches of its 
glory? There is the "glory," of the inheritance itself, and 
that glory is not a mere gilding-glitter without value; for 
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there are also "the riches" of the glory. There is glory, for 
the inheritance in its subjective aspect is the perfection of 
the "saints." But there are also "riches of glory," for that 
perfection is complete in the sweep and circle of its enjoy
ments, and is not restricted to one portion of our nature-the 
mind being filled with truth, and the heart ruled in all its 
pulsations by undivided love. There is" glory," in that the 
inheritance is God's, and they who receive it shall hold 
fellowship with Him ; but there are in addition " riches of 
glory," inasmuch as this fellowship is uninterrupted, the har
mony of thought and emotion never disturbed, and the face 
of God never eclipsed, but shedding a new lustre on the 
image of Himself reflected in every bosom. There is "glory," 
in that the inheritance yields satisfaction, for a perfect spirit 
in perfect communion with God must be a happy spirit; 
but there are likewise "riches of glory," since that blessed
ness is unchanging, has no pause and no end ; all, both in 
scene and society, being in unison with it, while it excites the 
purest susceptibilities, and occupies the noblest powers of our 
nature, giving us eternity for our lifetime and infinitude for 
our home. 

The third thing which the apostle wished them to know, 
was the nature of that power which God had exerted upon 
them in their conversion. The calling of God had glorious 
hopes attached to it or rising out of it. The wealthy inherit
ance lay before them, and the apostle wished them to know 
how or by what spiritual change they had been brought 
into these peculiar privileges, and how they were to be 
sustained till their hopes were realized. Not only had they 
been the objects of God's affection, as is told them in the 
first paragraph-but also, and especially, of God's power. 
Infinite love prompted into operation omnipotent strength. 
And that power is exercised in a certain normal direction, 
for it works on believers as it wrought in Christ, and, as 
the apostle shows in the second chapter, it docs to them 
what it did to their great Prototype. The same kind of power 
manifested in the. resurrection and glorification of Jesus, is 
exhibited in the quickening of sinners from death. The 20th 
verse of this chapter is illustrated by the 6th of the following 
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chapter, and all between is a virtual digression, or suspension 
of the principal idea in the analogy. The power which the 
apostle wishes them to comprehend was the power which 
quickened Jesus, and had in like manner quickened them; 
which raised Jesus, and had in the same way raised them; 
which had elevated Jesus to God's right hand in the heavenly 
places, and had also raised them with Christ, and made them 
sit with Christ in the heavenly places. Such is the general 
idea. He says-

(Ver. 19.) Ka~ -rt Td il1rep/3d"A"Aov µ€7e0or; tjr; ovvdµEwr; 
avTOV elr; IJµar; ToVr; 'Tn<TT€VOVTa,-" And what is the exceed
ing greatness of His power to us-ward who believe." 2 Cor. 
xiii. 4. The apostle Wl'ites r{r; • • rtr; . • rt-repeating 
the adjective in his emphatic and disti~ct enumeration. Eir; 
;,µa,-" in the direction of us "-is most naturally connected 
with ovvdµEw,, and not with an undel'stood f<TTt-power exer
cised upon us believers. Winer, § 49, ed. The greatness of 
that power is not to be measured; it is " exceeding," for it 
stretches beyond the compass of human calculation. It is 
the power of giving life to the dead in tre,spasses and sins
a prerogative alone of Him who is "Life." Compounds with 
v7rep are great favourites with the apostle, and this word is 
used by him alone. Speaking of those who are to enjoy the 
future glorious inheritance, he calls them absolutely o[ wywi, 
but those on whom rests this power in the meantime are only 
o[ 'lrlrTrevovTEr;; and while in recording his prayer he naturally 
says "you," he now as naturally includes himself-17µ,ar;. 

The connection of this with the following clause is im
portant-Kara T'f/V evepryeiav. Some join the words with the 
immediately preceding 7rtrTT€vovrar; -an exegesis followed 
by Chrysostom, Meier, Matthies, and Hodge. On the other 
hand, the words are joined to ovvaµewr; by fficumenius, in 
one of his explanations, by Calvin, Olshausen, Meye1·, Alford, 
Ellicott, and Stier. The last appears to be preferable. It 
is indeed true, that in consequence of God's mighty power 
men believe. See under Col. ii. 12. But the. adoption of 
such a meaning, advocated also by Crellius, Griesbach/ and 

1 Opuscula, ii. 9 ; Brevis Com_mentalio in Ephes. i. 19 . . 
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J unkheim, would be almost tantamount to making the apostle 
say-that they might know the greatness of His power on 
them who believe in virtue of Bis power. Some of the older 

· divines adopted this view as a mode of defence against Armi
nian or Pelagian views of human ability, and as a proof of 
the necessity and the invincibility of divine grace. But tcaT<i 

rarely signifies " in virtue of," and even then the idea of 
conformity is implied. Certainly the weak faith of man is 
not in conformity with the mighty power of God. Nor can 
,caT<i point out the o~ject of faith in such a construction as 
this, and it never occurs with 7T"MTT€1J(J) to denote the cause of 
faith. Besides, and especially, it is not to show either the 
origin or measure of faith that the apostle writes, but to illus
trate the power of God in them who already believe. KaT£f, 
therefore, signifies "after the model of." It points out how 
the power to us-ward operates; 1eara-after the model of that 
power which operated in Christ. 

It weakens the point of the apostle's argument to take the 
clause followed by ,cara merely as an amplification, as Chry
sostom, Calvin, Calixtus, Estius, Grotius, Meier, and Winzer 
have done. It is not the apostlc>'s design to illustrate the 
mere v1rep/3aX)wv-the mere vastness of the power, but to 
define its nature and mode of operation. Nor can we agree 
with Harless, after Ambrosiaster, Bucer, and Zanchius, in 
making this clause and those which follow it belong equally 
to the e"l\,7r{r; and KA7Jpovoµfa, and regarding the paragraph as a 
general illustration of the nature of the hope, and the wealth 
and glory of the inheritance. Thus Ambrosiaster :-Exemplum 
salutis credentium et glorim in resurrectione Safoatoris consistere 
profitetur, ut ex ea cognoscant fideles quid eis promissum est. 
This explanation is too vague, for ivep"f€la and the allied words 
are connected with ovvaµir; naturally, but not with the hopes 
or the inheritance. 'l'he exegesis of Harless would imply, 
that the blessings described in the paragraph are future bless
ings, whereas, as himself virtually admits, they are blessings 
already enjoyed by Christians (ii. 6). Ellicott errs in the same 
way when he says, that the reference is "primarily to the 
power of God, which shall hereafter quicken us even as it did 
Christ." What he calls primary the context places as secon-
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dary, for it is present power which is causing itself to be felt 
on present believers. The order of thought is not, the hope 
-then the inheritance-and then the power which shall confer 
it; but, the hope-the inheritance-and the power which 
sustains and prepares us for its possession. Meyer's notion is 
similar to Ellicott's. 

Nor does KaTa, as in the opinion of Koppe and Holzhausen, 
signify mere similitude. For if the resurrection of Jesus be 
the normal exhibition of divine power, the implication is, that 
other similar exhibitions are pledged to Christ's people. That 
power has operated, KaTa-after the model of that energy 
which God wrought in Christ. CEcumenius has the right idea 
to some extent when he compares the two acts-To avaa-i'wa, 
~µa,; TOV 'o/VXlKOV 0avaTOV Ka£ TO ava'a-tjvat TOV a-wµaTtKOU 
Tov Xpia-Tov. The objection of Matthies that, had the apostle 
meant to show the correspondence between the power exerted 
on us and that on Christ in His resurrection, he would have 
said Ev vµ'iv, as he has said lv T<p Xpta-rrp, is without foun
dation, because the power put forth on Christ was an act long 
past and perfect, whereas the power put forth on believers is 
of present and continuous operation, and a stream of that divine 
influence is ever coming-€l, ~µas Toil, nWT€vovTa,. This 
use of the article and participle, instead of a simple adjective, 
is emphatic in its nature. The participial meaning is brought 
into prominence-" on us who are believing," on us in the act 
or condition of exercising faith. Nor is the objection of De 
,v ette more consistent. It is illogical, he affirms, to speak of 
applying a norm or scale to exceeding greatness. But the 
apoetle does not use a scale to mete out and measure the exceed
ing greatness of God's power, he merely presents a striking 
example to enable us to know something of its mode of 
operation. The sacred writer illustrates his meaning by the 
presentation of a fact, and that meaning will be best brought 
out after we have examined the phraseology. For God puts 
forth that power-

KaTri. Tt')V J.vepr€laV TOV KpaTou, Tr/> laxvo<; avTofr-" accord
ing to the wmking of the force of His might." To suppose 
that the apostle used these three terms without distinction, 
and for no other purpose than to give intensity of idea by the 



EPHESIANS I. 20. 97 

mere accumulation of synonymes, would indeed be a slovenly 
exegesis. Nor is it better to reduce the phrase to a Hebraism, 
connecting Tov Kprirov~, as Peile proposes, with Jvepryeiav, 
as if it were equivalent to T~v KpaTovaav; or, on the other 
hand, resolving it either into Kpa:ro~ iaxvpov, or laxv~ Kpa
T€pa, as is recommended by Koppe and the .lexicographers 
Bretschneider, Robinson, and Wahl. 'Iax6~, connected with 
faxro, another form of lxro, is-power in possession, ability, 
or latent power, strength which one has, but which he may or 
may not put forth. Mark xii. 30; Luke x. 27; 2 Peter ii. 11. 
Kparn~, from Kpa~, the head, is that power excited into action 
-might. Luke i. 51; Acts xix. 20; Heb. ii. 14. 'Iaxv~, 
viewed or evinced in relation to result, is Kp{iro~. Hence it 
is used with the verb 7rote'iv. The words occur together, 
Eph. vi. 10; Isa. xl. 26 ; Dan. iv. 27 ; Sophocles, PJ.il. 594. 
'Eveneia, as its composition implies, is power in actual opera
tion. 'Iaxv~, to take a familiar illustration, is the power lodged 
in the arm, K/JaTO~ is that arm stretched out or uplifted with 
conscious aim, while Jvepryeia is the same arm at actual work, 
accomplishing the designed result. Calvin compares them 
thus: laxv~-radix / Kp{i7°o<;-arbor / Jvepryeia-fructus. The 
connection of words similarly allied is not uncommon. Lo beck, 
Paralipomena, Diss. viii., § 13, p. 534. The language is meant 
to exalt our ideas of divine power. That might exercised 
upon believers is not only great, but exceeding great, and 
therefore the apostle pauses to describe it slowly and analyti
cally; first in actual operation-Jvepryeia; then he looks beyond 
that working and sees the motive power-,cparn~; and still 
beneath this he discerns the original unexhausted might
iaxvr;;. The use of so many terms arises from a desire to 
survey the power of God in all its phases; for the spectacle 
is so magnificent, that the apostle lingers to admire and con
template it. Epithet is not heaped on epithet at random, bnt 
for a specific object. The mental emotion of the writer is 
anxious to embody itself in words, and, after all its efforts, it 
laments the poverty of exhausted language. The apostle now 
specifies one mode of operation-

(v 20 ) ''H ' ' ' ~ X _'I' ' ' ' ' ' er. . V €V1]fYY1JG'€V €V Tip ptaTrp, eryetpa~ aUTOV €K 

veKpwv-" Which He wrought in Christ, having raised Him 
II 
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from the dead "-in Christ our Head and Representative, e.v 
denoting the substratum, or ground, or range, as Winer calls 
it, on or in which the action takes effect,§ 48, 2. The use of a 
verb with its correlate noun has been noticed already, chap. i. 
3, 6. In such cases there is some intensification of meaning. 
Bernhardy, p. 106. The participle is ·contemporaneous with 
the verb. That manifestation of power is now described in its 
results, to wit, in the resurrection and glorification of Christ. 
He raised Him from the dead. It was the work of the Father 
-having sent His Son, and having received the atonement 
from Him-to demonstrate its perfection, and His own accep
tance of it1 by calling J es"us from the grave. 

In the meantime, we may briefly illustrate this third section 
of the apostle's prayer-" that ye may know the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of the might of His power which He wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead." Our general 
view has been already indicated. The specimen and pledge 
of that power displayed in quickening us, is Christ's resur
rection. Now, 1. It is transcendent power-im-epfld),,Aov 
µrye0o<;. 'l'he body of Jesus was not only lifeless, but its 
organization had been partially destroyed. The spear had 
pierced the pericardium, and blood and water-blood fast 
resolving itself into serum and crassamentum, issued imme
diately from the gash. 'l'o restore the organization and to 
give life, not as the result of convalescence, but immediate 
and perfect life, was a sublime act of omnipotence. To vivify 
a dead heart is not less wonderful, and the life originally 
given is the life restored. But created effort is unequal to the 
enterprise. 'fhe vision of Ezekiel is on this point full of 
meaning. The valley lay before the mind's eye of the prophet, 
full of bones, dry and bleached, not only without muscle and 
integument, but the very form of the skeleton had disappeared. 
Its vertebrre and limbs had been separated, and the mass 
was lying in confusion. The seer uttered the oracle of life, 
and at once there was a shaking-the various pieces and 
organs came together-" bone to his bone." The osseous 
framework was restored in its integrity, nay, sinew and flesh 
came upon it, and " the skin covered them above." But there 
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was no breath in them. The organization was complete, but 
the vital power-the direct gift of God-was absent. The 
prophet invoked the " breath of Jehovah." It descended and 
enveloped the host, and at the first throb of their heart they 
started to their feet, "an exceeding great army." 'rhe resto
ration of spiritual life to the dead soul results immediately 
from the working of the might of His power. Conviction, 
impression, penitence, and reformation, may be to some extent 
produced by human prophesying; bnt life comes as God's 
own gift-a divine operation of the power of His might, 
analogous to the act of our Lord's resurrection. 

2. It is power already experienced by believers-power
€l,;-" to us-ward." They had felt it in prior time. It is not 
some mighty influence to be enjoyed by them in some future 
scene of being, or, as Chandler and others suppose, at the 
resurrection. "You did He quicken," raise up, and enthrone 
with Christ. 

3. It is resurrectionary power-power displayed in restor
ing life, for it has its glorious prototype in the resurrection 
of Jesus. Divine power restored physical life to Jesus, and 
that same power restored spiritual life to those who "were dead 
in trespasses and sins." 'l'he context shows plainly that this 
is the meaning of the reference, for the subject is resumed at 
ver. 5 of the succeeding chapter. There was spiritual life 
once in man-in his great progenitor; but it left him and 
he died; and the great purpose of the gospel is to unite 
him to God, and to give back to him, through union with 
"Christ our life," this life which he originally enjoyed. See 
chap. ii. 5, 6. 

4. The resurrection of Jesus is in this respect not merely a 
specimen or illustration-it is also a pledge. Some regard it 
as a mere comparison. Morus defines KaT<i merely-sim'i'li 
modo. Koppe says the power in us is non minor-" not less" 
than that in Christ; and Grotius looks upon it as a proof of 
God's ability-quad factum apparet, id iterum fieri potest. 
Chrysostom, on the _first verse of the next chapter, says-on 
'TOV<; J/€1(,pov,;; Jv£<T'T~ll 'T6 "f'VXiJV l/€l/€KpwµJv1}V lau-au-0ai 'lrOAAp 
µeitov etT-ri-" to heal a dead soul is a far greater thing than to 
raise the dead." But when God raised His. Son-the repre-
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sentative of redeemed humanity-the deed itself was not only 
an illustration of the mode, but also a pledge of the fact, that 
all His constituents should ba quickened, and should have this 
higher life restored to them. For the man Jesus died, that 
men who were dead might live, and the revivification of His 
dead body was at once a proof that the enterprise had been 
accomplished, and a pledge that all united to Him should 
live in spirit, and live at length like Himself in an entire and 
glorified humanity. 'l'he nobler life of soul, and the reunion 
of that quickened spirit with a spiritualized body, are cove
nanted blessings. Olshausen makes the general resurrection 
of believers from the dead the principal reference of the passage. 
But this, as we have seen, is a mistaken view. Still, as this 
new life cannot be fully matured in the present body, for its 
powers are cramped and its enjoyments curtailed, so it follows 
that a frame suited to it will be prepared for it, in which all 
its faculties and susceptibilities will be completely and for 
ever developed and perfected. Present spiritual life and future 
resurrection are therefore both involved. He raised Him-

1 ' '8 ' i:- t: - ' - ' - ' ' " d H Kai €Ka tuEv €V o€~t~ auTov €JJ Toti;; E1roupavwtr,- an e 
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places." 
Lachmann reads Ka0!a-a,;;1 after A, B, and some other MSS., 
but the common reading is the best sustained, and the other 

· has the plausibility of an emendation, like the reading elJ1}p
'fTIKev in the previous clause. This recurrence to the aorist 
forms, therefore, an anacolouthon or inconsequcnt construc
tion. These anacoloutha only occur when the mind, in its 
fervour and hurry, overlooks the formal nexus of grammatical 
arrangement, or when the writer wishes to lay emphasis on 
special ideas or turns of thought. ViTiner, § 63, 2; b. The 
transition is sometimes marked by oi. In similar cases it 
appears as if the writer wished to indicate a change in the train 
of illustration, his immediate purpose being served. John 
v. 44-Xaµ/3&voVT€',-Kat OU S'l}Tf!~TE; 2 John 2-rrw µlvovuav 

-Kat ea-Tat. So in the present passage. The sense is com
plete-ery€lpa_- aVT61J €IC ve1epwv; the principal, essential, and 
prominent idea illustrative of Divine power is brought out. 
But, changing the construction as if to indicate this, the 
apostle adds, not Kat Ka8fua,;;1 but EKa0tuEv--his mind fondly 
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carrying out the associatea' troths. The chief object of the 
apostle is to show the nature of that power which God has 
exercised upon believers. It is power which operates after 
the model of that which He wrought in Christ. Power was 
manifested in Christ's resurrection, visibly and impressively, 
but not in the· same form in His glorification. Might is seen 
in the one and honour in the other. In the sixth verse of the 
following chapter the principal thought is that of revivification 
or spiritual resurrection, though the other idea of glorification 
is also annexed; but it is still a minor idea, for though we are. 
spiritually brought into a new life as really as Christ was 
physically quickened, yet we are not lv TOt', J,rovpav{oio;, in 
the very same sense as Christ personally is, but only as being 
in Him-members of the body of which He is the ever-living 
and glorified Head. 

The verb l,cciOicrev has a hiphil signification, and like some 
other ver-bs of pregnant meaning, seems here as if to contain 
its object in itself. It is not therefore followed by a formal 
accusative. So the corresponding Hebrew verb l'V?\n:i, wants 
th_e personal pronoun as its accusative in 1 Sam. ii. 8. 

lv Se~,~ avrov-" at His own right hand." Mark xvi. 19 ; 
Heb. viii. 1 ; x. 12 ; xii. 2. The language refers us to Ps. ex. 

Ev Tot~ €7rovpavloi~. The phrase has been explained under 
ver. 3. Lachmann reads-lv To'io; ovpavo'io;, without any emi
nent authority. We cannot say with Matthies, and Hunnius 
quoted and approved by Harless, that the expression has a 
special reference to things and not to places, and denotes the 
status crelestis. For the idea of place does not necessarily 
imply local and limited conceptions of the Divine essence. 
Our Master taught us to pray, " Our Father which art in 
heaven." The distressed mind instinctively looks npward to 
the throne of God. The phrase Tit e,rovpav{a does not signify 
heaven in its special and ordinary sense, but the heavenly 
provinces. In the highest province Jesus is at the right 
hand of God, and in the lowest province of the same region 
the church is located, as we have seen under i. 3, and shall 
see again under ii. 5, 6. 

Jesus was not only raised from the dead, but placed at the 
Father's "right hand." Three ideas, at least, are included in 
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the formula, as explained in Scripture. 1. It is the place of 
honour. Jesus is above all created dignities, whatever their 
position and rank. Ver. 21. 

2. It is the place of power. He sits "on the right hand of 
power." Matt. xxvi. 64. "All things are under His feet." 
He wields a sceptre of universal sovereignty. Ver. 22. 

3. It is the place of happiness-happiness possessed, and 
happiness communicated. "At Thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." Ps. xvi. 11. Tl1e crowned Jesus 
possesses all the joy which was once set before Him. But His 
humanity, though glorified, is not deified-is not endowed 
with any of the essential attributes of divinity. Whatever 
the other results of the fvwuic; ,ca0' v7rouTauw, or the commu
nicati'o idiomatum, may be, we believe that the inferior nature 
of Jesus remains a distinct, perfect, and unmixed humanity. 
The 0eav0pw7roc; is in heaven, was seen in heaven, "from 
whence we look for Him," and the saints are to be c.aught up 
to meet their Lord in the air.1 Augustine says well (Ep. 57) 
-Cavendum est, ne ita divini'tatem adstruamus lwminis, ut 
veri'tatem corporz's auferamus. 

(V 21 ) 'T , ' , ~ ' 't , ' 'I- ' er. . 7rEpavro 7T'UU'IJ<; apx;rJ<; Ka£ e5ovuta<; ,ro,i ouvaµewc; 
,cat ,cvpi6n7Toc;-" Far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and Iordship." The clauses to the end of the chapter 
explain and illustrate, as we have now hinted, the session at 
the right hand of God. These various appellations are used 
as the abstract for the concrete, as if for sweeping significance. 
The highest position in creation is yet beneath Christ. Some 
of the beings that occupy those stations have specific and 
appropriate names, but not only above these, but above every 
conceivable office and being, Jesus is immeasurably exalted. 
There is no exception; He has no equal and no superior, not 
simply among those with whose titles we are so far acquainted, 
but in the wide universe there is no name so high as His, 

1 In the Formula Concordim, ii. 8, De Persona Christi, ubiquity is withont hesi
tation claimed for Christ's humanity-" Ut videlicet etiam secundam illam suam 
assumtam naturam, et cum e,1 prC1Jsens ·esse possit, et quwem pa,se?!S sit, vhicwnque 
velit."-Die symbolischen Bucher der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche, ed. l'lfiiller, 
.Stuttgart, 1848, p. 674, et seq. Hase, Hutterus Redivivus, § 105. Schmidt, Dog
matik aer Evang.-Luth. Kirc4e, p. 243, &c. 
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and among all its spheres, there is no renown that matches 
His. These principalities stand around and beneath the 
throne, but Jesus sits at its right hand. It is a strange whim 
of Schoettgen, on the one hand, to refer these names to the 
Jewish hierarchy, and of Van Til, on the other hand, to 
regard them as descriptive of heathen dignities. 

To attempt to define these terms would serve little purpose, 
and those definitions given by the pseudo-Dionysius, and 
others even of the more sober and intelligent Greek fathers, 
are but truisms. For example: apxat are defined by Diony-
. . , t \ , \ , ,/.. , ,:-, sms-ro,;- 1:Ke vrw T7JV apx71v ava.,,aivov<rai ; ovvaµ,1:i,;- are pro-

nounced by Theodoret-ro,;- 7r).,71pouv 'T(J, K€h€VO/J,€Va Svv&µ,evot; 

and the 1mpwT71Ter;; are stated by Phavorinus to be-Svv&µ,eir;; 

/fytai ).,eiTovp,ytKat ,cvplo•J. The first ,two of these four terms 
are used of human magistracy, Tit. iii. 1; in this epistle, of 
the hostile powers of darkness, vi. 12 ; of the celestial hier
archy, in iii. 10; and they are spoken of as distinct from 
angels, in Rom. viii. 38, and 1 Pet. iii. 22. Jesus is described 
as at the right hand of the Father-ev Tote; E7roupavtoio;-, and 
perhaps the beings referred to under these four designations 
ate the loftiest and most dignified in heaven. To restrict the 
word solely to angels, with Meyer, or good angels, with 
Ellicott, might be too narrow; and it would be too vague 
with Erasmus, Zachariae, Rosenmiiller, and Olshausen, to 
refer it to any kind of dignity or honour. These dignities 
and honours are at least heavenly in their position, and 
belong, though perhaps not exclusively, to the creatures who, 
from their office, aL·e termed angels. To say that He who is 
at the right hand is raised above human dignitaries, would be 
pointless and meaningless ; and to affirm that He occupies 
a station superior to any on which a fiend may sit. in lurid 
majesty, would not be a fitting illustration of His exalted 
merit and proportionate reward. Yet both are really included. 
Human princedoms and hellish potentates must hold a posi
tion beneath the powers and principalities of heaven, above 
which the Son of God is so loftily exalted. 

·what the distinction of the words among themselves is, 
and what degrees of celestial heraldry they describe, it is 
impossible for us to define. We are obliged to say, with 
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Chrysostom, that the names are to us &a-77µa Kat ou ryv<»ptt6-
µe11a ; and, with Augustine-dicant, qui posBunt, si taruen 
possunt probare quod dicunt / ego me i"sta ignorare confiteor. 
Hofmann denies that the words indicate any gradations of 
angelic rank, but only indicate the manifoldness of which 
their relation to God and to the world is capable. This may 
be true so far, but the relation so held may indicate of itself 
the rank of him who holds it. Schriftb. vol. i. p. 347. The four 
terms form neither climax nor anticlimax; the two first of 
them here are the two last in Col. i. 16, and the last term 
here, KvptoT77Ter:;, stands second in the twin epistle. The first 
and last have special reference to government, princedom, or 
lordship, and the intervening two may refer more to preroga
tive and command. And they may be thus connected: Who
ever possesses the apx11 enjoys and displays eeova-la; and 
whoever is invested with the ovvaµ,r:;, wields it in his ap
pointed 1e1JptaTr,r:;. Speculations on the angelic world, its 
number, rank, and gradations, were frequent in the earlier 
centuries. Basil and Gregory of Nazianzum set the example, 
but the pseudo-Dionysius mustered the whole angelic band 
under his review, and arranged them in trinary divisions :-

1. 0p6vo,, X,poi1/3fµ,, ~.parpfµ,. 

II. Kup1or1J'l'••, 'E~o1Jt11af, Llvv&,µ,e1,. 

Ill. 'ApxrxJ, 'Apx&,rrsAOI, "Arrs>,01.1 

The Jewish theology also held that there were different ranks 
of angels, and amused itself with many fantastic reveries as 
to their power and position.2 All that we know is, that there 
is foundation for the main idea-that there is no dull and 

· sating uniformity among the inhabitants of heaven-that 
order and freedom are not inconsistent with gradation of rank 
-that there are glory and a higher glory-power and a 
nobler power-rank and a loftier rank, to be witnessed in the 
mighty scale. As there are orbs of dazzling radiance ami~st 
the paler and humbler stars of the sky, so there are bright 
and _majestic chieftains among the hosts of God, nearer God 

1 Enchiridion, cap. 58, z Hie:rarchia Cce~tis, cap. vi. 
· 3 Eisenmenger, E11tdeckte$ Jude1ilhum, ii. p. 37 4 ; Boehmer, I.ugoge in Ep. ad Col. 

p. 292; Petavius, Dogr,lala Theo/. tom. iii. p. 101; Twesten, Dogmatik, vol. ii. p. 305. 
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in position, and liker God in majesty, possessing and reflecting 
more of the Divine splendour, than their lustrous brethren 
around them. But above all Jesus is enthroned-the highest 
position in the universe is His. The seraph who adores and 
burns nearest the eternal throne is only proximus Huie-

" LO'll[}O sed proximUB intervallo." 

'mrepavw-"over above;" not reigning over, as Bengel has 
it, but simply in a position high above them. The majority 
of cases where the word is used in the Septuagint would seem 
to show that it may intensify the idea of the simple &vw. 
We cannot agree with Ellicott' s denial of this. It is true 
that compounds are numerous in Alexandrian Greek, and 
cease from use to have all their force; yet in the Septuagint 
the -passages referred to and others, from the spirit of them or 
the suggested contrast to the position of the observer, point to 
a full sense of the compound term. Dent. xxvi. 19, xxviii. 1 ; 
Ezek. i. 25, x. 19, xi. 22. 

The second clause expands and rivets the idea of the first, 
and corresponds, as Stier well remarks, to the oilTe Tl<; 1CT{ui,; 

iTepa, in Rom. viii. 39. For the apostle subjoins-
/Cat 7ral!T6<; ovoµ,a-ro<; ovoµ,aroµ,evov-" and every name that 

is named." Kat introduces a final and comprehensive asser
tion, "and in a word" (Ellicott)-et omnino. Fritzsche on 
Matt. p. 786. Erasmus, Calvin, Grotius, Estius, Meier, and 
Bloomfield, take lJvoµ,a here as a name or title of honour, 
referring to Phil. ii. 9 ; John xii. 28 : Acts iv. 12 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
19; and to the verb in Rom. xv. 20. To this we see no great 
objection, especially in such a context. But as the following 
participle has its usual meaning, lJvoµ,a may be taken in its 
common signification-an exegesis certainly preferable to 
that of Morns, Harless, and Riickert, who qualify it by its 
po~tion, and make it denote every name of such a kind as 
those just rehearsed. To show the height of Christ's exalta
tiorf,° the apostle affirms that he sits above all 

" Thrones, dominations, princedoms, kingdoms, powers ;" 

but to enlarge the sweep of his statement he now adds-and 
also above every name of being or of rank that the universe 
contains. Bodi us, Meyer, and De W ette, say-wav ovoµ,a is 
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simply for 1rav; Beza renders-quicquid existit. CEcumenius 
makes it equivalent to 1riiv P'TJTOv «al, ovoµ.aa-Tov-which is 
preferable. 

OU µ,6vov €V T<p alwvt TOUT!p, aft.Mt «al. €V T<p µ,e"AXovTt
" not only in this world, but also in that which is to come." 
This clause does not belong to the preceding EKti(ha-ev, as 
Calvin, Beza, Bodius, Koppe, Holzhausen, Kuttner, and 
Burton suppose; for they regard it as expressing the perma
nency of Christ's dominion. The intervening sentences show 
that this exegesis is unfounded, and that the words must be 
construed with ovoµ,al;oµ,evov-" every name named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come." What, then, 
is meant by a~v oliTo<, and al6Jv µ,eXXwv? The phrase cannot 
have its Jewish acceptation-the period' before Messiah and 
the period of Messiah, as Cocceius and others hold. The 
plain meaning is-the present life and the life to come/ with 
the attached idea of the region where each life is respectively 
spent-earth and heaven, but without any marked ethical 
reference. " The future," as Olshausen remarks, " is in the 
phrase opposed to the present." Over all the beings we can 
name now, or shall ever be able to name, Jesus is exalted
over all that God has brought, or will bring, into existence. 
Whether, as Chrysostom, Theodoret, and Bengel suppose 
from this verse, we shall have our knowledge of the celestial 
powers extended, is a question which it does not directly 
solve. Lest, however, there should be any imagined excep
tion to Christ's supremacy, or any possible limitation of it
any power or principality anywhere left uncompared or out 
of view, the apostle says, Jesus is exalted not only above 
such of them as men now and on earth are in the habit of 
familiarly naming, but also above every name of existence or 
rank in every sphere and section of the universe. Ni'hil est, says 
Calvin, tani sublime aut excellens qiwcunq_ue nomine centeQfl.J,r, 
quod non subjectum sit Christi majestati. There seems to be no 
immediate polemical reference in this extraordinary paragrt,ph. 
Not only is there exaltation, but there is also authority-

(Ver. 22.) Kal 7ravra iJ7Thafev v1ro TOV<, 1rooa<, avTov
,, And put all things under His feet." The allusion is clearly 

1 Vide Koppe, Excursus I.; Witsius, .Jfiscellanea Sacra, vol. i. 618. 
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to the language of the 8th Psalm. In the 110th Psalm the 
enemies of Messiah are specially referred to, and their subju
gation is pictured out by their being declared to be His foot
stool. The allusion is not, however, in this clause, to enemies 
defeated and humbled; as Grotius, Rosenmiiller, Holzhausen, 
and Olshausen, to some extent, suppose. The apostle is de
scribing the authority of the Saviour by this peculiar figure. 
It is no repetition of the idea in the preceding verse. That 
exhibits His honour, but this proclaims His imperial preroga
tive. Heb. ii. 8. The 7ravTa not only contains what has 
been specified, but leaves nothing excluded. The brow once 
crowned with thorns now wears the diadem of universal sove
reignty; and that hand, once nailed to the cross, now holds in 
it the sceptre of unlimited dominion. He who lay in the 
tomb has ascended the throne of unbounded empire. Jesus, 
the brother-man, is Lord of all : He has had all things put 
under His feet-the true apotheosis of humanity. This quo
tation from· the Psalms 'l'heodoret names T~V 7rpO<p'11TiK~v 

µ,apTvp{av, for this old Hebrew ode plainly refers to man's 
original dignity and supremacy-to the race viewed in 
unfallen Adam (Gen.· i. 26-28) ; but it also, as interpreted in 
Heb. ii. 6, 7, as plainly refern to the Second Adam, or to 
humanity restored and elevated in Him-in Christ as its 
Representative and Crown. 

' ' ' "" ,,. ._ ' • ' ' ~ • .., ' " d Kai aVTOV €OWK€ K€-,.,a/\,7)V V7r€p 'TJ"aVTa T'{l EKK/\,'T]CTtlf- an 
gave Him to be Head over all things to the church." There 
is no reason for changing the ordinary meaning of eOwKE, and 
rendering it "appointed "-W17Ke-as is suggested by Calvin, 
Beza, Harless, Meier, and Olshausen. In chap. iv. 11, we 
have the same verb. His occupancy of this exalted position 
is a divine benefaction to the church; His appointment is the 
result of love, which gives with wise and willing generosity. 
Nay more, and with emphasis-Kal a1JTov lowKe-" and Him 
he iave." The natural meaning of eDWKE is thus sustained 
by the prefixing of the pronoun, and it governs the dative, 
e,c,c"'lvT}c,{q,, after it. This repetition of the pronoun intensifies 
the idea, and its position in this clause is emphatic-" and 
Him, so exalted and invested, so rich in glory and power
even Hirn and none other, has He given as Head." 
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The most difficult phrase is 1wf,a)vi]v {11r€p 1raVTa. The 
V ulgate merely evades the difficulty by its translation-supra 
omnem ecclesiam. The Syriac rendering is preferable:
" Him who is over all hath He given to be Head," trans
posing the order of the words, a rendering followed by Chry
sostom-Tov OVTa U7r€p 'lrllVTa Xpi<TTOV; and the same idea is 
adopted by Erasmus, Camerarius, Estius, and a-Lapide. The 
position of the words shows that t11rip 1ravTa qualifies "e<paX'l}v, 
But in what sense? Not-

1. In the vague sense of "special." 'Ewl ,rain-in "pre
ference to all," as it is explained by Bodius and Baumgarten. 
Bodius thus paraphrases-~uperomnia, nempe ccetera super£us 
enurnerata, hoe est, prw alii"s omnibus creaturis. Nor-

2. In the general sense of " Supreme Head," as is advo
cated by Beza, Ruckert, Meier, Baumgarten-Crusius, Ols
hausen, Conybeare, Bisping, and De Wette. This exegesis 
gives {rrrep the sense of "above," as the highest head is the 
Head above all other heads. Koppe resolves it by tJ?repexovua 
,ravT@v-" overtopping all;" but no comparison of this nature 
seems to be in the apostle's mind. Olshausen says, the 
apostles and prophets were also in a certain sense heads of 
the church, while Christ was-,wf,aXiJ irrr(!:p 7r<ivra. But the 
'ffaVTa has no such implied contrast in itself, and it naturally 
turns our attention to the previous verses, where the princi
palities and powers are not only pronounced to be inferior to 
Christ, but are affirmed to be under His special jurisdiction. 

3. The words may mean-" He gave Him as Head over 
all things to the church," or "He gave Him who is Head over 
all things to be Head to the church." The former of these 
renderings is expressed by Harless, Alford, and Ellicott in 
his second edition, the latter by Stier and Meyer. The dif
ference is not very material. Meyer supposes that by a 
figure of speech called Brachyology, a second ,ce<f,a}..71 is 
understood. · Matthiae, § 634; Kuhner, § 852; Je1t; § 893. 
But there is no need of this shift-and the first exegesis 
is preferable (Madvig, § 24, a); the noun being a species of 
what Donaldson calls "tertiary predicates"-§ 489. New 
Cratylus, § 302. Christ is already declared by the apostle to 
be above all in position and power, t17r€p 7ravm; but besides, 
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He is by the Father's gift ,ceipa)v,j to the church. The 7ravTa 
are not connected with Him as their ,ceipa]v,j, their relation to 
Him being merely denoted by u7rep ; but the church claims 
Him as its Head, yea, claims as its Head Him who is over 
all. Were the {;7rep to be taken in the active sense of super
intendence, the genitive would be employed, as Harless inti
mates; but it denotes here, above or beyond all in honour and 
prerogative, for kep in the New Testament with the accusa
tive, has always this tropical meaning. Matt. x. 24; Luke 
xvi. 8 ; Acts xxvi. 13 ; Phil. ii. 9; Philem. 16. The signi
fication, therefore, is-This glorious Being, above all angelic 
essences, and having the universe at His foet, is, by divine 
generosity, Head to the church, for the mfll'ra refers not to 
members of the church, as Jerome and Wahl argue and as 
Harless favours, but to things beyond the church, being equi
valent to mivra in the preceding clauses; nor is the word to 
be restricted to good angels, as Theophylact and CEcumenius 
seem to suppose. 

The noun J,c,c)v1Jrrla is the name of the holy and believing 
community under the New Testament. Its meaning is obvious 
-the one company-~, who have been called or summoned 
together to salvation. The church here spoken of is specially 
the church on earth, which stands in need of protection, though 
the church in heaven be equally related to Jesus, and equally 
enjoy the blessings of His Headship. Jerome, Nosselt, Koppe, 
and Rosenmtiller extend it to all good beings-an extension 
not warranted by the name or the context. The dative is not, 
as De Wette takes it, a dativus commodi, nor is it connected with 
the ,ceipa>.:1Jv immediately preceding as its complement, but 
it belongs naturally to the verb eOw1'ev. The relation of Christ 
to the church is not that of austere government, or lofty and 
distant patronage. He is not to it merely {;7r~p 1r&vra

a glorious being to contemplate and worship, but He is its 
Head, in a near, tender, necessary, and indissoluble relation. 
And that Head is at the same time " Head over all." His 
intelligence, His love, and His power, therefore, secure to the 
church that the 7ravra will " work together for good." Under 
His " over all" Headship, everything that happens benefits 
His people--discoveries in science, inventions in art, and revo-
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lutions in government-all that is prosperous and all that is 
adverse. The history of the church is a proof extending 
through eighteen centuries; a proof so often tested, and by 
such opposite processes, as to gather irresistible strength with 
its age; a proof varied, ramified, prolonged, and unique, that 
the exalted Jesus is Head over all things to the church. And 
the idea contained in this appellation is carried out to its 
correlative complement in the following verse, and in these 
remarkable words-

(Ver. 23.) ''Hn,- l,niv To uwµa alrrou-" Which indeed is 
His body." "HTtc;-welcheja, as it is rendered by De Wette. 
Kuhner, § 781, 4, 5. Of this meaning of i5unc; there are many 
examples in the New 'l'estament, though it has also other sig
nifications. " Head over all things to, the church, which in 
truth is His body." 'l'he mode of expression is not uncommon. 
Chap. ii. 16, iv. 4, 12, 16, v. 23, 30; 1 Cor. xii. 15; Col. i; 
18, 24, ii. 19, iii. 15, &c. Head and body are correlative, 
and are organically connected. 'l'he body is no dull lump of 
clay, no loose coherence of hostile particles; but bone, nerve, 
and vessel give it distinctive form, proportion, and adaptation. 
The church is not a fortuitous collection of believers, but a 
society, shaped, prepared, and life-endowed, to correspond to 
its Head. The Head is one, and though the corporeal members 
are many, yet all is marked out and "curiously wrought" 
with symmetry and grace to serve the one design; there 
being organization, and not merely juxtaposition. There is 
first a connection of life : if the head be dissevered, the body 
dies. The life of the church springs from its union to Christ 
by the Spirit, and if any member or community be separated 
from Christ, it dies. There is also a connection of mind: the 
purposes of the head are wrought out by the corporeal organs 
-the tongue that speaks, or the foot that· moves. The church 
should have no purpose but Christ's glory, and no work but 
the performance of His commands. · There is at the same time 
a connection of power : the organs have no faculty of self
motion, but move as they are directed by the governing prin
ciple within. 'l'he corpse lies stiff and motionless. Energy 
to do good, to move forward in spiritual contest and victory, 
and to exhibit aggressive influence against evil, is all derived 
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from union with Christ. There is, in fine, a connection of 
sympathy. The pain or disorder of the smallest nerve or fibre 
vibrates to the Head, and there it is felt. Jesus has not only 
cognizance of us, but He has a fellow-feeling with us in all 
our infirmities and trials. And the members of the body are 
at the same time reciprocally connected, and placed in living 
affinity, so that mutual sympathy, unity of action, co-operation, 
and support, are anticipated and provided for. No organ is 
superfluous, and none can defy or challenge its fellow. Simi
lar fulness and adjustment reign in the church. See under 
iv. 15, lG. Not only is the church His body, but also-

To 7r),.,,fJpwµa -roii 7"(/, 7rllVTa €V 7rUUb 7rA'TJpovµevov-" the 
fulness of Him that filleth all in all." 

1. The term 7r),.,,fJpwµa is in apposition to uwµa, and is not 
governed by sowKE, as is the strange view of Hornberg, Cas
talio, and Erasmus, who says--ro 7r),.,,fJpwµa videtur accusandi 
casu legendum, ut referatur ad Ohristum. Meier holds a 
similar view, making the words f/w; lur't -ro uwµa avToii a 
parenthesis, and supposing that 7r),.,,fJpwµa stands in apposition 
to avrov. This arrangement not only does violence to the 
natural and obvious syntax, but, as Olshausen well observes, 
God cannot make Christ to be the 7rArJpwµa, for Christ pos
sesses the fulness of the Godhead, not through an act of the 
Father's will, but by the necessity of His nature. Bengel 
regards 7rArJpwµa as -neither referring to the church, nor as 
governed by sow,cE. It stands, in his opinion, as a species of 
accusative absolute, like µaprupwv in 1 Tim. ii. 6, and forms 
an epiphonema-a quod erat demonstrandum. The violence 
resorted to in such an exegesis is not less objectionable than 
that seen in the opposite opinion of Storr, who imagines that 
it signifies that "which is in God abundantly," and that it is 
employed as a species of nominative in apposition to o 0£6, 
7rAOIJUW,, ii. 4. 

2. Many understand the noun in the general sense of mul
titude-copia, ccetus numerosus, making 7r),.,17pwµa equivalent to 
7r),.,r,80,. Such is the view which Storr calls probable, and it is 
that of W etstein, Koppe, Kuttner, Wahl, and even Fritzsche.1 

1 Comment. in Rom. vol. ii. 469. 
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Hesychius and Phavorinus define 7rA1Jproµa by 7r"'Ai}Bo~, and 
Schoettgen renders, jJ£ultitudo cui Ghristwi prceest. This notion 
is plainly unwarranted by the philology of the term. ID.1780~ 
has always a reference to abundance, but such an idea is only 
secondary in ?TA'l]pCiJµa-fulness being merely a relative term, 
in application either to a basket (1\Iark viii. 20), or to the 
globe (Ps. xxiv. 1), and its quantity is determined by the 
subject. What meaning in such a case would be borne by 
the homogeneous ?TATJpovµkvov? Besides, the idea of unity in 
uwµa would ill correspond with that of multiplicity given to 
?TA'l]pCiJµa. Cameron and Bos render 7TA1Jproµa" the full body," 
plenitudo illa qum est z"n corpm·e-a meaning which the simple 
word cannot bear, and which is borrowed from iv. 16, where 
other terms are joined with the substantives .. 

3. Some refer the use of the term to the familiar employ
ment of the n~•~~•1-the divine glory, or visible manifestation of 
God, which some, such as Harless, identify with 1r>.nproµa. 
But the church cannot stand in such a relation to God-the 
Shechinah is the highest personal manifestation of His own 
infinite fulness, the glory of which is reflected by the church, 
as shone the face of Moses when even a few straggling rays 
of the divine radiance fell upon it. 

4. Allied to this last view is the more general one of those 
who regard the ?T°'A'l]pCiJµa in the light of a temple in which 
the glory of God resides, and who refer it in this sense to the 
church. Michaelis and Bretschneider espouse this notion, the 
latter of whom paraphrases 7T°'A1Jproµa-quasi templum, in quo 
habitat, quad occupat et regit, ut anima corpus. 'l'hc idea of 
Harless, found originally in Hackspann, is very similar. "As," 
says he, "the apostle employs the same term to denote the 
church, which he uses to represent the richness of that glory 
which dwells in God and Christ, and emanates from them, 
so the church may be called ' the fulness of Christ,' not 
because it is the glory which dwells in Him, but because it is 
the glory which he makes to dwell in her as in everything 
else. It is the glory not of One, who without it suffers want, 
but of One who fills all-das All-in all places-' The whole 

Buxtorf, Lex. Talmud. p. 2394; Wagenseil, Sota, p. 83. 
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earth is full of His glory.' In fact,' the church' is the glory 
of Christ because He is united to it alone as the head with 

' its body." This is also the view of von Gerlach: "the church 
is His fulness-seine Herrliclikeit, that is, His glory. All 
His divine perfections are manifest in it, It is His visible 
appearance upon the earth." This exegesis, however, gives 
the word a peculiar conventional meaning, not warranted by 
its derivation, but drawn from expressions in Colossians which 
have no affinity with the place under review; and such a sense, 
moreover, is so recondite and technical, that we can scarce 
suppose the apostle to give it to the word without previous 
warning or peculiar hint and allusion. No traces of hostility 
to Gnosticism and its technical ,dvroµa and 7rA~pruµa are 
found in the context, and there is no ground for such a con
jecture on the part of Trollope, Burton, and Conybeare. The 
fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ-a-roµ,an,c&..s-, says the 
apostle in a letter which formally opposes a false philosophy. 
Col. ii. 9. Here he says, on the other hand, the church is 
Christ's body, His folness. Passing by those forms of inter
pretation which are not supported either by analogy or by the 
nature of the context, we proceed to such as have higher 
ground of probability. 

The grammatical theory in the case of verbal nouns is, 
that those ending in µos- embody the intransitive notion of 
the verb, while those in a-is- have an active, and those in µa 
have a passive sense, or express the result of the transitive 

. idea contained in the verb. Kuhner, § 370. 'l'he theory, 
however, is often modified by usage. According to it-:--and 
in this case it is verified by many exampleS-7rA~proµ,a will 
be equivalent to -T6 7rE7rA~pwµevov-the thing filled, just as 
7rparyµa is T6 7rE7rpwyµ,evov-the thing done; or the word may be 
taken in an abstract sense, as ,cXaa-µa-not the thing broken, 
but the fragment itself. Thus the meaning may pass to that 
by which the effect is produced, and this is virtually the 
so-called active sense of such nouns; not, as Alford observes, 
" an active sense properly at all, but a logical transference 
from the effect to that which exemplifies the effect." In fact, 
those aspects of active and passive meanings depend on the 
view assumed-whether one thinks first of the container, and 

I 
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then of the contained, or the reverse. 'I.1hus, Ps. xxiv. 1; 
1 Cor. x. 26, ~ 'l1 Kat To 1r?v17pwµa aiJTfJr;-" the earth and its 
fulness." So the noun is used of the inhabitants of a city, as 
its complement of population ; of the manning of a ship; the 
armed crew in the Trojan horse; and the animals in Noah's 
ark.1 In such examples the idea is scarcely that of comple
ment, but rather the city, ark, and ship are represented as in a 
state of fulness. What they contain is not regarded as filling 
them Up--7rX17pwa-,.r;, but they are looked upon simply as being 
already fiUed up. 

The great question has been, whether 1rX71pwµa has an active 
or a passive sense. Critics a1·e divided. Harless2 affirm,,, with 
Bahr, that the word is used only in an active sense, while 
Baumgarten-Crusius3 as stoutly maintains on the other side, 
that the noun occurs with only a passive signification. The 
truth seems to lie between the two extremes. The word some
times occurs in the so-called active sense, denoting that which 
fills up (Matt. ix. 16), wherr, 1r"A-~pwµa is equivalent to J1rt
fA:r1µa-the piece of new cloth designed to £1l up the rent. 
Mark ii. 21. But it is often used in a passive sense to denote 
fulness-the state of fulness: Mark viii. 20, IToa-wv o-7rvp£Swv 
7r;\,17pwµaTa-" the fulncsses of how many baskets"--" how 
many filled baskets of fragments?" So Rom. xiii. lO, w"ll-17-
pwµa voµov-" fulfilment or full obedience of the law." The 
idea of amplitude is sometimes involved, as Rom. xv. 29, Jv 
wX17pwµan EvXory{ar;-" in the fulness of the blessing;" and in 
Rom. xi. 25, 7r'Jl:rypwµa TWV J0vwv-" the fulness of the Gen
tiles," where it is opposed to am) µJpovr;, and in the 12th 
verse is contrasted with 'ryTT17µa. As applied to time (Gal. 
iv. 4; Eph. 1. 10), it signifies that the time prior to the 
appointed epoch is regarded as filled up, and therefore full. 
See under i. 10. 

1. An active signification, however, is preferred by Chrysos-

1 Robinson, Passow, Liddell and Scott, sub voce. 
2 Ich hetrachte es nun mit Bahr als ein unzweifelhaftes Resultat dcr geftihrten 

Untersuchung, dass cs im N. T. nur im activen Sinue gebraucht werde, &c. p. 122. 
3 Gewiss aber hat .-;v:,~~I'-"' auch in N. T., wie in rlem gesammten Sprachgcbrauche 

purchaus passive Bedent1mg, nm den Schein activer Bedeutnng nimmt es, &c.
p. 50. 
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·tom, <Ecumenius, Ambrosiaster, Theophylact, Anselm, Thomas 
Aquinas, Calvin,1 Beza,2 Rollock, Zanchius, Hammond, Uro
cius, Zegerus, Calovius, Estius, Bodius, Passavant, Richter, 
von Gerlach, Bisping, and Hofmann. The words of Chrysos
tom are-" The head is in a manner filled up by the body, 
because the body is composed of all its parts, and needs every 
one of them. It is by all indeed that His body is filled up. 
Then the head is filled up, then is the body made perfect, 
where we all together are knit to one another and united."3 
The notion involved in this exegesis, which is also beautifully 
illustrated by Du Bose in his French sermons on this epistle, 
is the following : The church is His body; without that body 
the head feels itself incomplete-the body is its complement. 
The idea is a striking, but a fallacious one. It is not in 
accordance with the prevailing usage of 'liAi,fpwµ,a in the New 
Testament, and it stretches the figure to an undue extent. 
Besides, where 'liAiYJpwµ,a has such an active sense, it is 
followed by the genitive of what it fills up, as 7iA'YJpwµ,arn 
K'Jtauµ,<irnw. How, then, would it read here-the filling up 
of Him who fills'all in all? But if He fill all in all already, 
what addition can be made to this infinitude? Or, if the 
participle be passive-the filling up of _Him ,vho is filled as 
to all in all; then, if He be already filled, no other supplement 
is required. We are not wananted to use language as to the 
person of Christ, as if either absolute or relative imperfection 
marked it. According to this hypothesis also, that mystical 
body will be gradually growing, and will not be complete 
until the second coming. l\Ioreover, in other parts of the 
New Testament, the word, when used in a religious sense, 
expresses not any fulness which passes from us to Christ, but, 
as we shall see in the next paragraph, that fulness which pas~es 

1 Hie vero, says Calvin, summus honor est Ecclesia,, quod se Filius Dei quodam
modo imperfectum reputat, nisi nohis sit conjunctus. 

2 Beza says-Complementnm sive supplementum. Is enim est Christi amor nt 
quum omnia omnibus ad plenum prrestet, tamen sese veluti mancum et membris 
mutilum caput existimet, nisi ecclesiam habeat sihi instar corporis atljunctam. 

,3- IIA~~r...,U.CG (/Yt(J't, Tl'>uT€rrT,i,, &i',111 "S:li«A'~ g),1')eoi.iT«I 1.roe~CC- 'i""Ou'. rrtJ~Tfl;' ~,a- J'a:e -,.Jn,11y µ,~~;;II 

'I"~ tr!Jµ,()I., O"ti~€0'Tt];;:;e. >.::a.i i.,,-~; i~rfl'fTO!J x.gf~·s1, "O:or- ~;;;~ «!JrO II X-1'H~ ~IX-YT&r)I xe~,orrct. dO"tX.'],fJ. 
'AY )'C<;g fL~ ?dµ,e, ~&AA.of .¥a1;, µ,fv xe.1~, 0 t! o:r.,,;, 6 ;1 i~hr; ..-, µ,ir:o;, oU ~A?'leoV.-'-"', ~;._""' 7.Q u6Jµ,.r,.,. 

:;-,«- ~&r:(,.11' _,,?IJ ~~Y,el'l~'T.X.J .,.,; ~~µ,« ~i .. ,,~. 1'6n ::J'~o/}etl-17'1'«1 :i ~&,f«-:i.i, -r6:!"S TiAHll~ tt~µ.« :,,il':Tx. • 

.OTU, Of-M'.J sri::.::ns.; &J,[.,l,~IJ U'!.IY"t/f,{-,U.!~(rl :t.ct.J rri;yk;20AArifUW/Jj, 
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from Christ to us. We need scarcely allude to the view of 
Riickert, that 7r"}..1proµ,a is the means by which the 7r"}..17povv 
is to be realized, or by which Christ fulfils all things-the 
means of His fulfilling the great destiny which has devolved 
upon Him of restoring the world to God. But Ta. 7rt1VTa can
not be restricted to the Divine plan of that redemption, which 
the church is Christ's means of working out, neither can 
7rA1proµ,a signify means of fulfilment, nor does the verse 
contain any hint of universal restoration. Bitterly does Stier 
say, "We venture to wish in truth and in love, that such an 
interpreter might learn to read the writing ere he interpret it." 

2. The word, we apprehend, is rightly taken in a passive 
sense-that which is filled up. This is the view of Theodo
ret,1 Cocceius, Grotius, Roell, Wolf, Flatt, Cramer, Olshausen, 
Baumgarten-Crusius, Matthies, De Wette, Meyer, Holzhausen, 
Stier, Alford, and Ellicott. This exegesis is certainly more 
in unison with the formation, and general use of the term in 
the New Testament, and with the present context. So 
7rA1proµ,a is employed, Lucian, Rerum Hist. ii. 37, 'A7ro Mo 
'lrA-1/p00µ,11TOJII eµ,axoVTo-they fought from two filled vessels i 
and so, 38-7r€VT€ 7ap eXxov 'lrAil')pwµaTa-the ship being~named 
7r)..~pwµ,a from its full equipment. So the church is named 
7rA~proµ,a, or fulness, because it holds or contains .the fulness 
of Christ. It is the filled-up receptacle of spiritual blessing, 
from Him, and thus it is His 7r"'J,.,1pooµa, for He ascended-tva 
7r"'J,.,17pwuv Ta 7rcfvrn. Again, Col. ii. 10-Ka{ €<TT€ ev aimj, 
7r€7rA'l'}pooµ,lvoi-" in Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily, and in Him ye are filled,"-ye have become His 
7r""A~proµa or fulness. John i. 16-1

' Of His fulness have all 
we received, and so we become His fulness." Believers are 
filled unto all the fulness of God-that fulness which dwells 
in Him, iii. 19. 

The Tou which follows 7r)..~pwµa I refer to Jesus; not to 
God, as do 'l'heodoret, Koppe, Winer, Wetstein, .Meier, 
Alford, Turner, and Stier. It is Jesus, the Head, who is 

1 Theodoret thus explains it-,E,A',.¥A11rf,z:11 ..•... 'l!",C'"rri,,-6eeu,, roil µ..h X~,4'-roY o-6Jua., T'ou O.t 
IlatT"e&, -r}1:t1r~!-'&t." i'1'Atie.rua"& :r~e «ri1".;,r ,ro-.nO~cZsr&, X-"-cur}IA,-r0i1r, ,e«i ol,es7 h, «ii-ri: ,i-,«i .iµ.,r,e,-ir,n·-EI 
1'a-...-"- nlF !l"~o1l!li-i..,.,,e.~,. f(&lv};~. This interpretation is wrong in one particular, but it 
rightly explains 'lrA'la:t:JJ/..J.«., 
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spoken of; the church is His body, and the next clause 
stands in apposition-·" which is also His fulness "-

Tit wctvTa ev wliaw w)vrJpovµ-1.vov. Tcf is not found in the 
Textus Receptus, but on the testimony of A, B, D, E, F, G, 
J, K-the majority of minuscules,· &c., and the Greek fathers, 
it is rightly received into the text.1 Many take 'lrA'TJpovµhov 

as a passive, such as Chrysostom, Jerome,2 Anselm, Wetstein, 
Winer, and Holzhausen. So the Vulgate reads adimpletur. · 
Estius has a similar explanation, and also Bisping, who finds 
it a proof-text for the dogma of the merit of the saints. The 
el'rngesis of these critics almost necessitated such a view of 
the participle. 'l'he idea of Beza, adopted by Dickson, is 
better, viz., that the phrase is added to show that Jesus does 
not stand in need of this supplement-ut qui ejficiat omnia in 
omnibus revera. If the participle be taken as a passive form, 
the words Tit wctVTa lv wa,n present a solecistic difficulty, and 
we are therefore inclined, with the majority of interpreters, to 
regard the participle as of the middle voice. Winer, § 38. 
Similar usage occurs in Xenophon,3 Plato,4 and Pollu:x:.5 The 
force of the middle voice is-" who fills for himself," all in 
all. The Gothic version has usfulljand1"ns-'i filling" ; and 
the Syriac also has the active. Holzhausen capriciously 
makes the phrase equivalent to das Ewige-the Eternal, that 
is, Christ carries in Himself the fulness of etemal blessings. 
Both nouns-7rcfvTa and wiio-,-seem to be neuter, and are 
therefore to be taken in their broadest significance-" who fills 
the universe with all blessings." In Col. i. 16, Tct 7rctVTa is 
used as the appellation of the universe which the Son of God 
has created. 1 Cor. viii. 6 ; Eph. iii. 9. It narrows the sense 
of the idiom to give 7rao-, a masculine signification, and confine 
it, with Grotius, Matthies, and Stier, to members of the 
church-His body; or, with Michaelis, to give it the sense 
of-" in all places; " or, with Harless and De Wette, to 
translate it - "in different ways and forms ; " or, with 

1 Reiche Comment. Criticus in N. T., vol. ii. p. 144; Gottingre, 1859. 
~ Sicut adimpletur imperator, si quotidie ejus augeatur exercitus, et fiant nova: 

provincire, et populorum multitude succrescat, ita et Christus in eo quod sibi creduni 
omnia-ipse adimpletur in omnibus. 

s Hellen. 6, 2, 14. 'Gorg. 493. • Onomast. 164-175, 
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Cramer, to interpret it as meaning, that religious blessings 
are no longer nationally restricted, but may be enjoyed by 
all!! The preposition is instrumental, v. 18. Winer, § 48, 
2, d. The true meaning is-" in all things," as Fritzsche 
rightly maintains. Comment. i"n Rom., xi. 12. 'The idiom 
occurs, 1 Cor. xv. 28; 2 Cor. xi. 6; 1 Tim. iii. 11 ; Tit. ii. 9. 
Macknight, preceded by Whitby, takes 7ufvm as a masculine 
-" who fills all his members with all blessings." But why 
should the adjective dwindle in meaning? Why should 
nt 7ravTa be less comprel1ensive here than the repeated 
indefinite 7rdvTa of the preceding verse? On the one hand 
the verse speaks nothing for the ubiquity of Christ's body, 
nor does it bear such a reference to Gnostic philosophy and 
nomenclature as betokens a post-apostolical origin, as Baur 
conjectures. Ebrard, Olzr£st. Dogmat£k, ii. p. 13!:l ; .Martensen, 
do. § 176, &c. But sec also 'l'homasius, Cln·isti Person und 
Werk,,vol. ii.§ 45; Schmid, Die Dogmatik der Evang. Luth. 
Kfrche, §§ 31, 32, 33. 

The church, then, is the 7r,\~pwµa-the glorious receptacle 
of such spiritual blessings. And as these are bestowed in 
no scanty or shrivelled dimensions-for the church is filled, 
so loaded and enriched, that it becomes fulness itself
and as that fulness is so vitally connected with its origin, 
it is lovingly and truly named "the fulness of Christ." 
The storehouse, "filled with the finest of the wheat," is the 
farmer's fulness. The blessings which constitute this fulness, 
and warrant such a name to the church-for they fill it to 
overflowing, "good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over "-are those detailed in the previous verses 
of the chapter. "All spiritual blessings," the Divine purpose 
realizing itself in perfect holiness; filial character and preroga
tive ; redemption rooting itself in the pardon of sin ; grace 
exhibited richly and without reserve; the sealing and. earnest 
of the Spirit till the inheritance be fully enjoyed-the results 
of the apostle's prayer-Divine illumination; the knowledge 
and hope of future blessedness, and of the depth and vastness 
of that Divine power by which the new life is given and sus
tained, union to Jesus as the Body with the Head, the source 
of vitality and protection-all these benefactions, conferred 
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upon the church and enjoyed by it, constitute it a filled 
church, and being so filled by Christ, it is aptly and emphati
cally called-Hrs •FULNESS. 

And the exalted goodness of the Mediator is not confined 
to filling the church. His benign influence extends through 
the universe-Tit 71"<tvra, as gathered together in Him. As 
all ranks of unfallen beings are beneath Him, they receive 
their means of happiness from Him ; and as all things are 
beneath His feet, they share in the results of His J\fediatorial 
reign. The Head of the church is at the same time Lord 
of the universe. While He fills the church fully with those 
blessings which have been won for it and are adapted to it, 
He also filL"l the universe with all such gifts as are appropriate 
to its welfare-gifts which it is now His exalted prerogative 
to bestow. 



CHAP. II. 

THE apostle reaumes the thought which he had broken off 
in ver. 20. He wished the Ephesian saints to know what 
was tlie exceeding greatness of God's power toward those who 
believe-a species of power exemplified and pledged in the 
resurrection of Jesus. That power, he virtually intimates, 
you liave experienced, for He who gave life to Jesus gave 
life to you, when you were dead in trespasses and sins. 

(V 1 ) K \ r n ~ \ n I \ er. . at vµar;; ov-ra<; ve,cpov<; -roir;; 7rapa7r-rmµa,n ,cai 
-ra'ir;; aµap-rlai,;-" And you being dead in trespasses and sins." 
vVe do not connect the words grammatically with ver. 20, 
and we hold it to be a loose interpretation which Calvin, 
Hyperius, Bloomfield, and Peile express, when they say that 
this verse is a special exemplification of the general act of 
Divine grace expressed in the last clause of the former chap
ter. The connection, as we have stated it, is more precise 
and definite, for it is the resumption of a previous train of 
thought. The verb which governs bµar;; is not {nrl-rafev, 
nor E'lT'A~pwue mentally supplied, nor the 7r°\17povµlvov of the 
preceding verse as is supposed by Calovius, Cramer, Koppe, 
Rosenmttller, and Chandler, for " filling " and death are not 
homogeneous ideas. The governing verb is uvvel;ooo7ro{1J<T€ 
in ver. 5, as Jerome and CEcumenius rightly affirm, though 
the former blames Paul for a loose construction there-conjunc
tionem vero causal.em arbitramur, aut ab indoctis scriptoribus 
additurn et vitium i"nolevisse paulatim, aut ab ipso Paulo, qui 
erat 1"mperitus sermone sed non sci'entia superflue, itsw-patam. 
The thought is again interrupted between ver. 1 and 4, as it 
had been bct\vecn the previous vcr. 20 and ver. 1 of this chapter. 
'1:'he apostle's mind was eminently suggestive, influenced by 
powerful laws of mental association, and prone to interpolate 
subsidiary ideas-but he resumes by oe in ver. 4. Bengel, 
Lachruann, and Harless separate the two chapters only by a 
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comma, but the sense is complete at the termination of the 
first chapter, and th~ Kal-gi':ing emp~asi~, ~oweve~~ to th~ 
following vµa~contmues the discourse, s1gmfymg not even, 
but simply "and." 

The MSS. B, D, E, F, G, &c. the Syriac, Coptic,,Arabic, 
and Latin versions, with Jerome, Theodoret, and Ambrosi
aster, place vµwv at the end of the verse. Lachmann has 
received it into the text, so has Tischendorf in his seventh 
edition, with Hahn and Meyer. A has iavTwv, showing 
emendation at work. It is long since attempts were made to 
show a distinction between 7rapa7rTwµaTa and aµapTiat. 
Augustine, in his twentieth question on Leviticus, says
Potest etiam videri i'llud esse delictum, quod i1nprudenter, illud 
peccatum quad ab sciente committitur. Jerome says that the 
former is-quasi initia peccatorum, and the latter-cum qui'd 
opere consummaturn pervenit ad finem. These definitions are 
visionary and unsupported. On the other hand, Olshausen 
regards 7rapa7rTwµaTa as denoting sinful actions, and aµapTlat 
as indicating more the sinful movements of the soul in inclina
tions and words. Meier, again, supposes the words to be 
synonymous, but yet to be distinguished-wie llandlung und 
Zustand-as action and condition. The opinion of Baum
garten-Crusius is akin. Bengel imagines that the first term 
had an emphatic reference to Jewish, and the last term to 
Gentile transgressions-an opinion in which Stier virtually 
concurs ; while Matthies characterizes 7rapa-rrrwµaTa as spi
ritual errors and obscurations, and aµapTiai as moral sins and 
faults. 'l'ittmann says that the first substantive refers to sin 
as if rashly committed, and is, therefore, a milder term than 
aµapTia1,, which denotes a willing act. De Synonymis, &c. 
p. 45. Lastly, Harless gives it as his view, that 7rap&7rTwµa 
denotes the concrete lapse-the act, while the term aµapTlat, 
as the forcible plural of m abstract noun, signifies the mani
festations of sin, without distinguishing whether it be in 
word, deed, or any other form. Crocius, Calovius, Flatt, 
Meyer, and Riickert regard the two words as synonymous. 
(IIap&7rTwµa has been explained under i. 7.) Perhaps while 
the first term refers to violations of God's law as separate and 
repeated acts, the last, as De W ette supposes, may re~resent 
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all kinds of sin, all forEs and developments of a sinful nature. 
Thus 7rapa7TTwµaTa, under the image of" falling," may carry 
an allusion to the desires of the flesh, open, gross, arid palp
able, while JµapTia,,, under the image of" missing the mark," 
may designate more the desires of the mind, sins of thought 
and idea, of purpose and inclination. Muller, Lehre van der 
Sunde, vol. i. p. 118; Buttmann, Lexil. p. 791 ed. Fishlake; 
Fritsche, in Rom. v. 12. The two wcrds in close connection 
must denote sin of every species, form, and manifestation, of 
intent as well as act, of resolve as well as execution, of 
inner meditation as well as outer result. In Ps. xix. 13, 
14, there is apparently a contrast between the terms-the 
last being the stronger term-7rapa7rTwµaTa ,r{., uvvry<TEt1 and 
then ,ca0aptu0r';uoµat 6,7T(J aµapTla<; µEryaA'TJ',, The article 
before each of the nouns has, according to Olshausen 
and Stier, this force -Sins, "which you are conscious of 
having committed." We prefer this emphasis-Sins, which 
are well known to have characterized your unconverted 
state. 

In the corresponding passage in Col. ii. 13, Jv precedes the 
substantives, and denotes the state 01· condition of death. Com
pare also, for the use and omission of lv in a similar clause, 
Eph. ii. 15, with Col. ii. 14. Though that preposition be 
wanting here, the meaning, in our apprehension, is not very 
different, as indeed is indicated by the phraseology of vcr-. 2-
" in which ye walked," 'I'he "trespasses and sins" do not 
merely indicate the cause of death, as Zanchius, Meier, Elli
cott, and Ilarles8 maintain, but they are descriptive also of 
the state of death. They represent not simply the instru
ment, but at the same time the condition of death. The 
dative may signify sphere. ·winer, 31-6; Donaldson, § 456. 
The very illustration used by Alford, "sick in a fever," 
represents a condition, while it _points to a cause. Sin has 
killed men, and they remain in that dead state, which is a 
criminal one-e'YJCA'T}µa lxH, as adds Chrysostom. Quite 
foreign to the meaning of the context is the opinion of Cajetan 
and Barrington, who would render the phrase neither dead by 
nor dead in trespasses and sins, but dead to trespasses and 
sins. App~als to clauses and modes of expression in the 
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epistle to the Romans are out of place here, the object of 
illustration being so different in the two epistles. Such a 
sense, moreover, would not harmonize with the vivification 
described in ver. 5. 

The participle lJVTa<; points to their previous state- that 
state in which they were when God quickened them-and is 
repeated emphatically in ver. 5. The adjective vEKpo<; is usually 
and rightly taken in a spiritual sense. 1. But Meyer contends 
for a physical sense, as if it were equivalent to certo morituri, 
and Brctschneider vaguely rendei·s it by morti obnoxii. This 
exegesis not only does violence to the terms, but it is plainly 
contradicted by the past tense of the verb-uvves"wo7ro{17ue. 
The life was in the meantime enjoyed, and the death was 
already past. (The reader may consult what is said under 
i. 19.) Meyer's opinion is modified in his last edition, and 
he speaks now of eternal death-der ewige Tod. But this is 
not the apostle's meaning, for he refers to a past, not a future 
death. 2. Some, such as Koppe and Rosenmiiller, give the 
words a mere -figurative meaning ; wretched, miserable
miseri, infelices. Such an idea is indeed involved in the 
word, but the exegesis does not express the full meaning, does 
not exhaust the term. The term, it is true, was often em
ployed both by the rabbinical1 and classical writers2 in a sense 
similar to its use before us. But the biblical phrase is more 
expressive than the tl'i1P of the Jewish doctors, or the satirical 
epithets of Pythagorean or Platonic preceptors.3 Without 
putting any polemical pressure on the phrase, we may regard. 
it as)piritual death, not liability to death, but actual death
veKpwui<; "f'VXtK~, as Theophylact terms it. The epithet 
implies : 1. Previous life, for death is but the cessation of life. 
The Spirit of life fled from Adam's disobedient heart, and it 

1 Talmud, Berachoth, 3; Levi Gerson, Comment. in Pentat. p. 192; Schoettgen, 
Horre Hebraicre, 1 Tim. v. 6; Pococke, Porta Jfosis, p. 185. 

2 Clemens Alexandrinus, Strom. Jib. v.; Arrian, Diss. 43; Epictct. Antvv. 4, 41. 
3 Raphelius, Annotat. Philol. p. 469. Clement of Alexandria remarks, teat in 

the barbaric philosophy, apostates were called dead """~''' ,..,,.,;;,,-, Too, ,,. .. ,.-,llm•r 
T,;, t,y~n.,,-Strom. v. p. 574. Jamblichus (De YitaPythag. xxxiv.) says, that for 
rejected apostates a cenotaph was built by their former fellow-pupils. Origrn, 
Contra Ce/$um, lib. iii. Soo also Brucker, Dissertat. Exeget. ,n loc, in the Tempe 
IIelvetica, ii, 5 8. 
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died in being severed from God. 2. It implies iniiensibility. 
The dead, which are as insusceptible as their kindred clay, 
can be neither wooed nor won back to existence. The 
beauties of holiness do not attract man in his spiritual insensi
bility, nor do the miseries of l,ell deter him. God's love, 
Christ's sufferings, earnest conjurations by all that is tender 
and by all that is terrible, do not affect him. Alas! there 
are myriads of examples. 3. It implies inability. The 
corpse cannot raise itself from the tomb and come back to the 
scenes and society of the living world. The peal of the last 
trump alone can start it from its dark and dreamless sleep. 
Inability characterizes fallen man. N e,cpof, says Photius, 
8a-ov 7rp6r; lV€pryetav a:ya0ov T£Vor;. And this is not natural 
but moral inability, such inability as not only is no palliation, 
but even forms the very aggravation of his crime. He 
cannot, simply because he will not, and therefore he is justly 
responsible. Such being man's natural state, the apostle 
characterizes it by one awful and terrific appellation-" being 
dead in trespasses and sins." 

(Ver. 2.) 'Ev air; 1ro-re 7r1:pie1ra-r1ua-re-" In which ye ·once 
walked." This use of the verb originated in the similar 
employment of the Hebrew 1~, especially in its hithpahel 
conjugation, in which it denotes "course of life." The alr; 
agrees in gender with the nearest antecedent-aµ.ap-rlatr;, but 
refers, at the same time, to both substantives. Kuhner, 
§ 7861 2 ; Matthiae, § 441, 2, c. The lv marks out the sphere 
or walk which they usually and continually trod, for in this 
sleep of death there is a strange somnambulism. Col. iii. 7. 
The figure in m,pt7ra-retv has been supposed to disappear and 
leave only the general sense of vivere, as Fritzsche maintaina 
on Rom. xiii. 12, yet the idea of something more than mere 
existence seems to be preserved. It is life, not in itself, but 
in its manifestations. Thus living and walking are placed in 
logical connection-7TvEvµan 7repma-r1:Z-re is different plainly 
from twµev 7rveuµa-rt. Gal. v. 16, 25. Though there was 
spiritual death, there was yet activity in a circuit of sin, for 
physical incapacity and intellectual energy were not impaired. 
Yea, "the dead," unconscious of their spiritual mortality, 
often place up, as their motto of a lower life-" Dum vi'vimus, 
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vivamus."1 But this sad period of death-walking was past
'7T'OT€. Their previous conduct is next described as being-

KaT<i, TOV alwva TOU Koa"µov TOV'TOV-" according to the 
course of this world "-KaT<t, as usual, expressing conformity. 
Semler, Beausobre, Brucker, Michaelis, and Baur (Paulus, p. 
433) take the alwv as a Gnostic term, and as all but identical 
with the Being described in the following clauses-the evil 
genius of the world. Such a sense is non-biblical and very 
unlikely, yea rather, impossible. Others, such as Estius, 
Koppe, and Flatt, regard alwv and Koa"µoc; as synonymous, 
and understand the phrase as a species of pleonasm. The 
translation of the Syriac is alliterative - 1.-JCJ 1 \/) >. \ 
otlO,._ ~'>- '>, "the worldliness of this world," or the 
"secularity of this seculum." But the alwv defines some 
quality, element, or character of the ,coqµo,. It is a rash 
and useless disturbance of the phraseology which Riickert 

th h d t ' ' . ,~ , ~ on e one an sugges s-KaTa TOV au,,va TOVTov TOV Koa"-
µ,ov; or which is proposed by Bretschneider on the other 
-o Koa"µoc; TOIi alwvo, TOVTov, meaning-homines pravi, ut 
nunc sunt. Alwv sometimes signifies in the New Testament 
-" this or the present time "-certain aspects underlying it. 
Gal. i. 4. Anselm and Beza would render it simply-" the 
men of the present generation;'' but in the connection before us 
it seems to denote mores, vivendi ratio-not simply, however, 
external manifestations of character, but, as Harless argues, 
the inner principle which regulates it- Weltleben in geist~qe1·, 
etkischer Beziehung-" world-life in a spiritual, ethical rela
tion." It is its "course," viewed not so much as composed 
of a series of superficial manifestations, but in the moving 
principles which give it shape and distinction. It is, in short, 
nearly tantamount to what is called in popular modern phrase, 
"the spirit of the age "-T~v 7rapova"av tw11v, as Theodoret 
explains it. The word has not essentially, and in itself, a bad 
sense, though the context plainly and frequently gives it one. 
Koa-µ,o,, especially as here, and followed by oVTo,, means the 
world as fallen away from God-unholy and opposed to God. 
John xii. 31, xviii. 36; 1 Cor. i. 20, iii. 19, v. 10; Gal. iv. 3. 

1 "l\fo1·i vero i11 peccali.,, est peccutis t•ivere."-Rollock, ill loc. 
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None of the terms has a bad meaning in or by itself; nor does 
the apostle here add any epithet to point out their wickedness. 
But this use of the simple words shows his opinion of the 
world, and he condemns it by his simple mention of it, while 
the demonstrative ov-roc; confines the special reference to the 
time then current. The meaning therefore is, that the Ephe
sians, in the period of their irregeneracy, had lived, not 
generally like other men of unholy heart, but specifically like 
the contemporaneous world around them, and in the practice of 
such vices and follies as gave hue and character to their own 
era. They did not pursu.e indulgences fashionable at a former 
epoch, but now obsolete and forgotten. Theirs were not the 
idolatries and impurities of other centurie?.. No; they lived 
as the age on all sides of them lived~ •in its popular and 
universal errors and delusions; they walked in entire con
formity to the reigning sins of the times. 

The world and the church are now tacitly brought into 
contrast as antagonistic societies; and as the church has its 
own exalted and glorious Head, so the world is under the 
control of an active and powerful master, thus characterized-

Ka-rd TOV apxov-ra T7J<; JgouCJ'{ac; TOV Mpoc;-" According to 
the prince of the poweT of the air "-KaTlt being emphatically 
repeated. The prince of darkness is not only called apxwv, 
but o 0eoc; TOV alwvoc; TOVTOV, 2 Cor. iv. 4; and his €gouCJ'{a is 
mentioned Acts xxvi. 18. Again, he is sty led o apxwv TOV 

KoCJ'µ,ov rov-rov. John xii. 31, xiv. 30, xvi. 11. His princi
pality is spoiled, Col. ii. 15, and Jesus came to destroy his 
works. 1 John iii. 8. Believers are freed from his power. 
1 ,Tohn v. 18; Col. i. 13. The language here is unusual, 
and therefore difficult of apprehension, and the modes of 
explanation are numerous, as might be expected. 

Flatt is inclined to take egovCJ'ta, in apposition with Jpxovra 
•-qui est priru:eps, or, as Clarius and Rosenmtiller render it
princeps potentissimu.s. There is no occasion to Tesort to this 
syntactic violence. 'EgovCJ'{a does not seem to signify simply 
"might," as Uhrysostom, Jerome, 'l'heodoret, and 'l'heophylact 
hold ; but it is rather a term describing the empire of spirits 
over whom Satan presides-spirits, so called, either as pos
sessed of 2Jower, as Riickert and Harless think, or rather, 
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because they collectively form the principality of ~atan, _-as 
Zanchius and Baumgarten-Crusius imagine-a meanmg which 
nouns similarly formed, as oouMta, rYvµ,µ,ax{a, frequently have. 
Bernhardy, p. 47. Such passages as Luke xxii. 53 and Col. 
i. 13 show that the opinion which joins both views is justified 
by biblical usage. 

'A11p doe!'! not denote that which the e!;ourY{a commands or 
controls, as Erasmus, Beza, Flacius, and Piscator suppose, but 
it points out the seat or place of dominion; not, however, in 
the sense of Robinson, von Gerlach, Barnes, and Doddridge. 
Holzhausen propounds the novel interpretation, that the 
apostle understands by the "power of the air "-die heid
nische Gotterwelt, "the heathen world of gods." That anp of 
itself should signify darkness, is an opinion which cannot be 
sustained. Heinsius,1 Estius, Sto1·r, Flatt, Matthies, Bisping, 
and Hodge identify the term with rYKOTo.:;, in ver. 12 of the 
6th chapter, or in Col. i. 13. The passages adduced from the 
ancient writers, such as Homer,2 Hesiod, and Plutarch, in 
support of this rendering, can scarcely be appealed to for the 
usage of the term in the days of the apostle. The word in a 
feminine form signified fog or haze, and is derived from aw, 
a?Jµ,i-" I breathe or blow," and is used in opposition to al017p 
-" the clear upper air;" and it has been conjectured that 
the original meaning of the term may have suggested its use 
to the apostle in the clause before us. 

· But more specially, 1. Some of the Greek fathers take the 
· genitive as a noun of quality-'1 prince of the aerial powers" 
-arYwµarnt ovvaµH<;. Thus Chrysostom-Toiho 7T'aAiv <p?JU'i 
rt \ f' I ,., I \ I' I , f ~ 
OT£ -rov v1rovpavwv EXH -ro1rov, Kai 1rvEvµ,a-ra 1ra)uv aEpia ai 

' , ~ I , I I ,.. ., ,, "A . l auroµa-roi ovvaµEi<; EirYw av-rov EVEp,yovvTo<;- gam 1e says 
this, that Satan possesses the sub-celestial places; and again, 
that the aerial spirits are bodiless powers, under his operation." 
CEcumenius quaintly reasons of this mysteriou5 apxwv, "that 
his lf.px?J is under heaven, and not above it; and if under 
heaven, it must be either on earth or in the ai1·. Being a 
spirit, it is in the air, for they have an aerial nature." With 
more exactness, Cajetan describes this host as having subtile 

1 Exercitat. sac, .P· 459. 2 Damm, Lexicon, .mb voce; Huttrnann, Lexilogus, do. 
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corpus nosh-is sensibus ignotum, corpu.'! simpkx ac incorruptibile. 
Ignatius, in his epistle to the Ephesians, refers also to the 
ci€ptwv TrveV#aT(f)V. The opinion of Harless is much the same 
as that of Olshausen-" These evil powers are certainly not 
earthly, and as certainly they are not heavenly," and they are 
therefore named by an epithet which defines neither the one nor 
the other quality. This is substantially the interpretation of 
CEcumenius, of Hahn, and of Hofmann, 8chriftb. p. 455. The 
interpretation of Moses Stuart is virtually identical/ and the 
notion of Stier is not altogether different, but it is somewhat 
mystically expressed. The view of a-Lapide and Calixtus, 
that those " aerial" imps could and did raise storms and 
1mrricanes, is as puerile on the one side, as that of Calvin and 
Beza is vaguely figurative on the other-that man is in as 
great and constant danger from those fiends, as if they actually 
inhabited the air. Thomas Aquinas and Erasmus take "air" 
by a metonymy as meaning earth and air together, or the earth 
surrounded by the air-an opinion connected with the reading 
ofF, G-aepo<; TOVTov-and of the Vulgate, aeris hujus. Others, 
not satisfied with these fanciful opinions, give the epithet 
"aerial" a figurative signification. So Rieger alleges, that 
the power of these evil spirJts resembles that of the atmosphere 
-swift, mighty, and invisible. Cocceius also takes the term 
metaphorically, as if it described that darkness, blindness, and 
danger on "slippery places," which Satan inflicts on wicked 
men. Bucer says iudced, that the apostle describes the air 
as the habitation of fallen and wicked spirits-ex peculiari 
revelatione. But, 2. There are others who argue, that the 
apostle borrowed the notion either from the Pythagorean or 
Gnostic demonology. W etstein affirms-Paulus t

0

la loquitw·, 
ex princi'piis philosophice Pytliagorem, quibus illi ad quos scribi't 
imbuti erant. The Pythagorean philosophy, it is true, had 
opinions not unlike that supposed to be expressed by the 
apostle. Plutarch says-wat0pov at.pa Kal TOV V71'0Vpavwv 
lSvTa Kat Bewv Kal oatµ,ovwv /J,€ffTOV.2 Diogenes Laertius 
records, that according to Pythagoras, the air was full of 

1 Bibliotheca Sacra, 1843, p. 140; Maimonides, l,forek Nevocl,im. iii. c. 51; Bux

torf, Lexie. Talmud. sub voce, ;~p. 
2 Q.,m,t. Rom. i. p. 274, also in his De !aide et O.,iride, p. 861. 
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spirits-,ravm TOV Mpa -tvxwv lµ1rMOV. Apuleius, Maximus 
Tyrius, Manilius, Chalcidius, and others, make similar avowals, 
as_ m·ay be found at length iri the quotations adduced by Wet
stein Elsner 1 and Dougtreus.2 The same sentiments are also 

' ' found in Philo, in his treatises De G1ganti"bub3 and De Plan-
tatione.4 Nay, Augustine held that the demons wern penally 
confined to the air-damnatum ad aerem tanquam ad carcerem. 
Comment. on Ps. cxliii. And Boyd (Bodius), as if dreaming 
of a Scottish fairy-land, thinks that the devil got the princi
pality of the air from its connection with us, who live partly 
on earth and partly in air, and that his relation to sinful man 
is seen in his union with that element which is so essential to 
human life. But is it at all likely that the inspired apostle 
gave currency to the tenets of a vain philosophy-to the 
dreams and delusions of fantastic speculation? Besides, there 
is no polemical tendency in this epistle, and there was no 
motive to such doctrinal accommodation. Gnosticism is 
always refuted, not flattered, by the apostle of the Gentiles. 
3. Others, again, such as Meyer and Conybeare, suppose that 
the language of the rabbinical schools is here employed. 
Harless has carefully shown the falsity of ~uch a hypothesis. 
A passage in Rabbi Bechai, in Penta. p. 90, has been often 
quoted, but the Rabbi says-" The demons which excite 
dreams dwell in the air1 but those which tempt to evil inhabit 
the depths of the sea," whereas these s1,brnarine fiends are the 
very class which the apostle terms the principality of the air.6 

Some of the other quotations adduced from the s&me sources 
are based upon the idea that angels are furnished with wings, 
with which, of course, they flutter in the atmosphere, as they 
approach, or leave, or hasten through our world. Sciendum, 
says the Munns Novum, as quoted by Drusius, a terra usque 
ad expansum omni'a plena esse turmis et prafectis, ornnesque 
stare et volitare in aere. These notions are so puerile, that 
the apostle could not for a moment have made them the basis 
of his language.6 'l'he other six places in which a1p occurs 

1 Observat, p. 206. 2 Analecta, p. 127. 
8 Opera, cura Pfeiffer, ii. p. 359. t Do. iii. p. 93. 
6 Eisenmenger, Emdecktes Juden. p .. 43 7. 
6 Bartolocci, i. p. 320. Testament. :xii. Patr. p. 729. 

K 
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throw no light on this passage, as it is there used in its 
ordinary physical acceptation. 

In none of these various opinions can we fully acquiesce. 
That the physical atmosphere is in any sense the abode of 
demons, or is in any way allied to their essential nature, 
appears to us to be a strange statement.1 When fiends move 
from place to place, they need not make the atmosphere the 
chief medium of transition, for many of the subtler fluids of 
-nature are not restricted to such a conductor, but penetrate the 
harder forms of matter as an ordinary pathway. There is 
certainly no soriptural hint that demons are either compelled 
to confinement in the air as a prison, or that they have chosen 
it as a congenial abode, either in harmony with their own 
nature, or as a spot adapted to ambush and attack upon men, 
into whose spirit they may creep with as much secrecy and 
subtlety as a poisonous miasma steals into their lungs during 
their necessary and unguarded respiration. We think, there
fore, that the a~p and Korrµo,;; must correspond in relation. 
Just as there is an atmosphere round the physical globe, so 
an a~p envelopes this Korrµo,;;. Now, the ,corrµo,;; is a spiritual 
world-the region of sinful desires-the spliei-e in which live · 
and move all the ungodly. We often use similar phraseology 
when we say " the gay world," " the musical world," " the 
literary world," or "the religious world;" and each of these 
expressive phrases is easily understood. So the ,corrµo,;; of the 
New Testament is opposed to God, for it hates Christianity; 
the believer does not belong to it, for it is crucified to him and 
he to it. That same world may be an ideal sphere, comprehend
ing all that is sinful in thought and pursuit-a region on the 
actual physical globe, but without geographical boundary-all 
that out-field which lies beyond the living church of Christ. 
And, like the material globe, this world of death-walkers has 
its own atmosphere, corresponding to it in character-an atmo
sphere iu which it breathes and moves. All that animates it, 
gives it community of sentiment, contributes to sustain its life 
in death, and enables it to breathe and be, may be termed its 
atmosphere. Such an air or atmosphere belting a death-world, 

llut see Cudworth. Intellectual System, vol. ii. p. 664, ed. Lond. 1 R4~. 
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whose inhabitants are VE1Cpol TO£<; 7rapa7rTwµa<n 1Cat Ta'is- Jµ,ap
Tfuts-, is really Satan's seat. His chosen abode ~s. the dark ne~u
lous zone which canopies such a region of spmtual mortality, 
close upon its inhabitants, ever near and ever active, unseen 
and yet real, unfelt and yet mighty, giving to the 1Co<Fµos
that "form and pressure"-that alwv-which the apostle here 
describes as its characteristic element. If this interpretation 
be reckoned too ingenious-and interpretations are generally 
false in proportion to their ingenuity-then we can only say, 
that either the apostle used current language which did not 
convey error, as Satan is called Beelzebub without reference 
to the meaning of the term-" Lord of flies;" or that he 
meant to convey the idea of what Ellicott calls " near propin
quity," for air is nigh the earth; or that he embodies in the 
clause some allusions which he may have more fully explained 
during his abode at Ephesus. 

In their trespasses and sins they walked-Kar&-"according 
to " the prince of the power of the air. This preposition used 
in reference to a person, as here, signifies "according to the 
will," or "conformably to the example." This dark prince
dom is further identified as-

rou 'lrVEUµ,aTO<;' 'TOV vvv f.VEp"jOUVTO<;' f.V 'TO£<;' vlo'is- Tr}S' &:1rei0e{a<; 
-" of the spirit which now worketh in the children of dis
obedience." 'l'he connection with the preceding clause is 
somewhat difficult of explanation. Flatt supposes it, though it 
is in the genitive, to be in apposition to the accusative &pxovrn. 
So, apparently, Ambrosiaster, who has the translation-spiri
tum. Bullinger cuts the knot by rendering-qui· est spfritus, and. 
so L~ther by his-nemlich nach dem Gei".~t. Others, as Piscator, 
Crocrns, Ruckert, and De W ette, suppose a deviation from the 
right construction in the use of the genitive for the accusa
tive. Some, again, take 7rvevµaros- in a collective sense, as 
Vatablus, Grotius, Estius, and Holzhausen. Governed by 
&pxovra, the meaning would then be-" the prince of that 
spirit-world," the mcm hers of which work in the children of 
disobedience. Winer, § 67, 3. .Meier and Ellicott take 7rveu
µaTo<; as governed by &pxovTa, and they understand by 7TV€fiµa 
that spirit or disposition which reigns in worldly and ungodly 
men, of which Satan may be considered the master. Meye;·, 
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adopting the same construction, defines 'TT"Vwµa as a principle 
emanating from Satan as its lord, and working in men. Har
less, Olshausen, Matthies, and Stier take the word in apposition 
with Jfouu{a',, and governed b_y apx01rra, and suppose it to 
mean that influence which Satan exercises over the disobedient; 
or, as Harless names it-wirksame teuflische Versuchung
" actual devilish temptation;" or, as Stier characterizes it
ein verflnsfernde todtende inspiration-" a darkening and killing 
inspiration." But how does this view harmonize with the 
phraseology ? Surely an influence, or principle, or inspiration 
is not exactly in unison with &pxwv. W c cannot well say
prince of an influence or disposition. ,v e would, therefore, 
take 7rvevµaro', in apposition with Jfouu(a.,, but refer it to the 
essential nature of the Jgovufa. It is a spiritual kingdom 
which the devil governs, an empire of spirits over which he 
presides. And the singular is used with emphasis. The 
entire objective Jgovufa, no matter what are its numbers and 
varied ranks, acts as one spirit on the children of disobedience, 
is thought of as one spirit, in perfect unity of operation and pur
pose with its malignant apxwv. Nay, the prince and all his 
powers are so combined, so identified in essence and aim, that 
to a terrified and enslaved world they stand out as one 7rvevµa. 
In Luke iv. 33 occurs the phrasc-7rvevµa oaiµovfov aKa-
0apTOU. This "spirit" is in its subjective form called ro 
7rvevµa rov ,couµov. 1 Cor. ii. 12. And it is a busy spirit-world 
-TOV vuv lvep7ovvroc;. 

'A7re/0eia is not specially unbelief of the gospel, as Luther, 
Bengel, Scholz, and Harless suppose, but disobedience, as the 
Syriac renders it. It characterizes the world not as in direct 
antagonism to the gospel, but as it is by nature-hostile to the 
will and government of God, and daringly and wantonly vio
lating that law which is written in their hearts. Deut. ix. 23, 
24; Heb. iv. 6. The phrase vlo'i -rf;', a7rei0eia', is a species of 
Hebraism, and is found v. 6; Col. iii. 6, &c. Compare Rom. 
ii. 16, and Fritzsche's remarks on it. The idiom shows the 
close relation and dependence of the two substantives. As its 
"children," they have their inner being and its sustenance from 
" disobedience;" or, as Winer says, they are " those in which 
disobedience. has become a predominant and second nature," 
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§ 34, 3, b. 2. The adverb vvv denotes "at the present time" 
-the spirit which at the present moment is working in the 
disobedient. Meier, not Meyer as Olshauzen quotes, gives 
the adverb this peculiar but faulty reference-'' The spirit 
which yet reigns, though the gospel be powerfully counter
working it;" and Olshausen as baselessly supposes it to mark 
that the working of the devil is restricted, in contrast to the 
eternal working of the Holy Ghost. The vvv appears to stand 
in contrast to the 7ro-re-" Ye, the readers of this epistle, were 
once in such a condition, and those whom you left behind 
when you became the children of God, are in the same condi
tion still." There is, accordingly, no reason to render the 
word nunc maxime, as if, as Stier argues, there was more than 
U{!nal energy ·on the part of Satan. As little ground have 
Riickert and Holzhausen to suppose, that, the clause denotes 
some extraordinary manifestation of evil influence. The verse 
is but a vivid description of the usual condition of the uncon
verted and disobedient world. The world and the church are 
thus marked in distinct and telling contrast. 'l'he church.has 
its head-,mpaX1 ; the world has its-lipxwv. That Head is 
a man, allied by blood to the community over which He pre
sides; that other prince is an unembodied spirit-an alien as 
well as a usurper. The one so blesses the church that it 
becomes His "fulness," the other sheds darkness and distress 
all around him. The one has His Spirit dwelling in the 
ehurch, leading it to holiness; the other, himself the dark
est, most malignant, and unlovely being in the universe, 
exercises a subtle and debasing influence over the minds of 
his vassals, who are "children of disobedience." Matt. xiii. 
38; John viii. 44; Acts xxvi. 18; 2 Cor. iv. 4. The apostle 
honestly describes their former spiritual state, for he adds-
including himself-a-vVTaTT€£ /{al, iau-rov-as Theodoret says-

(Ver. 3.) 'Ev or, ,cat, 'f/f1,€t', 7raVT€', av€a-Tpa<p7Jµ,iv 7r0T€ €V
II Among whom also we all had our conversation once in-." 
The olc; does not refer to 7rapa7r-rroµaa-i 7 as is supposed by 
the paraphrase of the Syriac version, and as is imagined by 
Jerome, Estius, Cocceius, Koppe, Baumgarten, and Stier; but 
it agrees with uio'i;.,, as is argued by De Wette, Baumgarten
Crusius, Meyer, Harless, Meier, Matthies, and Ruckert. The 
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first ev refers to persons, "among whom " as a portion of 
them ; and the second, in immediate connection with the verb, 
to things. It appears altogether too refined to suppose, with 
Stier, that in ver. 2, and in connection with the ilµ,apTlat of 
ver. 1, the apostle refers to the heathen world, and that in 
this verse, and in connection with 7rapJ7r7roµ,a, he character
izes the Jewish world. Least of all can the change from 
"you" to "we " vindicate such a meaning. We wait till the 
apostle, in a subsequent verse, makes the distinction himself. 
'.11 he .f]µ,€t<; 7ra:11T€<; is-we all, Jew and Gentile alike. See 
also Rom. iv. 16, viii. 32; 1 Cor. xii. 13; 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
'l'here is not in this section such a characteristic definition of 
sins, as should warrant us to refer the one verse to Jews, and 
the other to Gentiles. W c cannot accede to such a view, 
though it is advocated by Harless and Olshausen, and almost 
all the modern commentators, with the exception of De W ette ; 
advocated, too, in former times by no less names than Pela
gius ,and Calvin, Zanchius and Grotius, Clarius and Bengel. 
As much ground is there for Harnmond's strange idea, that 
the Christians of Rome are here described. Nor is there in 
the verse any feature of criminality, such as should lead us 
to say that the apostle classes himself among these sinners, 
simply, as some would have it, by a common figure of speech. 
There is JJ.Othing here of which the apostle does not accuse 
himself in other places. 1 Tim. i. 13. 

avECTTp<icp7Jµ,ev 7rOT€. 2 Cor. i. 12 ; Gal. i. 13 ; 1 '.I.1 im. iii. 
15. This has much the same meaning with the similar 
terms of the preceding verse, perhaps with the additional idea 
of greater attachment to the scene or haunt; speciosius quam 
ambulare, says Bengel. All we-all of us-Jew and Gentile, 
were once so distinguished. For we walked-

iv Ta'i<; em0vµ,tai<; TtJ<; a-ap,co<; ~µwv-" in the lusts of our 
flesh." 'This clause marks out the sphere of activity. '2.apg 
signifies man's fallen and corrupted nature, in its antagonism 
to the Spirit of God, and it probably has received such a 
name because of its servitude to what is material and sensuous. 
Not that we at all espouse the notion that sin has no other 
origin than sensuousness, or that it is but the predominance 
of sensuous impulse over the intellect and will. This theory 
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befriended in some of its aspects by Kant and Schleiermacher, 
has been overthrown with able argument by Muller; and the 
reply of De Wette, who had also adopted it, is a ~ailure as a 
defence. But though 1Tapf, in apostolic ,language, rnclude the 
will, and have a meaning which neither 1Twµa nor Kpfoc; has, 
the question still recurs, How has our whole nature come to 
be represented by a term which truly and properly denotes 
only one part of it? Delitzsch, Bib. Psychologie, p. 325. 
!,apf does sometimes _stand in opposition to the human 7TVEvµa, 
as 1 Cor. v. 5; Col. ii. 5 ; but in such places its meaning is 
restricted by the antithesis. Gen. vi. 3. If what properly 
signifies a portion of our nature come to signify the whole of 
it under a certain aspect, there must be some connection. 
What is material, as 1Tapf naturally is, may represent what is 
external and so far unspiritual; while what is non-spiritual is 
sinful, as being opposed to the Spirit of God. See Ebrard, 
Ohristliche Do_qmatik, § 323, vol. i., p. 463 ; Messner, Die 
Lehre der .Apostel, p. 207. 'E1ri8vµ{a in such a connection, 
has a stigma upon it, for it represents desires or appetites 
which are irregular and sinful - such inclinations as are 
formed and pursued by unregenerate humanity. The spiri
tual life is dead, and therefore the 1Tapf is unchecked in all 
its impulses and desires. And the apostle adds-

1rotot1V'T€'> Ta 8i1vjµaTa 'rrj', ITapKO', Kai TWV oiavotwv
,~ doing the desires of the flesh and of the thoughts." The 
principal differences of interpretation respect the word oiavoiwv, 
which has a good sense in the classics. The exegesis of the 
Greek fathers is too vague. Chrysostoin sums up the meaning 
by saying-TOVT€1TTlV, ovoev 7TV£VµanKOV <ppovoVV7"€',. Stier 
denies that by ITapKO', and oiavotwv different species of sin 
are indicated, but adds that the last term refers to reasons or 
arguments-denkerei-which check or guide the flesh in its 
sinful propensities. The view of Bengel is coincident. This 
interpretation does not bring out the distinction between the 
two terms-a distinction which the article before each seems 
to intimate. The exegesis of Flatt is. his usual hendiadys: 
"flesh and thoughts" stands for fleshly thoughts; or, as 
Crellius also latinizes it-cogitationes carnales. Some under
stand by the terms "depraved fancies," as Hase; others, like 
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Olshausen; " sinful thoughts, which have no sensual lust for 
their basis ; " and others, like Harless, " unresolute, shifting 
thoughts, which determine the will." Riickert and Meier 
make it "immoral thoughts." .6.tavo{ai in the plural is 
found only here, and in the singular it stands often in the 
Septuagint for the Hebrew :i2. In the plural, as if for ota-
71µarn it apparently denotes thoughts or sentiments, ideal 
fancies and resolves. See Numb. xv. 39; Is. lv. 9. ~&pg 
in the first clause may signify humanity as it is fallen and 
debased by sin; while here the meaning is more defined and 
restricted to our fleshly nature. The general "conversation " 
of disobedient men may be said to be "in the lusts of the 
flesh," but when their positive activity is described-?rowuvTES-1 

and when these Jm0vµ{ai become actually 0e11,71µa7a-when 
inclinations become resolves, a distinction at once arises, and 
sins of a grosser are marked out from those of a more spiritual 
nature. .Such is the view of Jerome. The " desires of the 
flesh " are those grosser gratifications of appetite which are 
palpable and easily recognized; and the " desires of the 
thoughts," those mental trespasses which may or may not be 
connected with sensuous indulgences. Matt. xv. 19 ; Luke 
xi. 17. Our Lord has exposed such "thoughts" as violations 
of the Divine law. The uapg is one, all its appetences are 
like; but the word oiavotai is plural, for it describes what is 
complex and multiform. See uocp{ai, Aristoph. Ranm, v. 688 ; 
and Sapientim, Cicero, Tusc. ii. 18. Thought follows thought, 
as the shadows flit across the field on a cloudy summer day. 
Men may scorn intemperance as a degrading vice, and shun it, 
and yet cherish within them pride high as Lucifer's, and 
wrath foul and fierce as 'l'ophet. Under the single head of 
uapg (Gal. v. 19, 20) the apostle includes both classes of sins 
-" hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife, seditions, here
sies," as well as "adultery, fornication, murder, drunkenness, 
and revellings.H The historian Polybius describes men · 
sinning, as many of them, Sia T~V aAO,YlCTT{av-from want of 
thought, as ota Ti,v cpvuw, by nature. Lib. xvii. cap. viii. 
apud Raphel. But there is an awful and additional clause-

Kal -'l,µev T€KVa cpvuei opryrJs--" and we were by nature 
children of wr.ath." This common reading is retained by 
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Tischendorf, followed by Riickert. Lachmann, however, 
after A, D, E, F, G, J, has cpvu€t -reicva opryfi.;. But there 
appears no good ground for departing from the order of the 
Textus Receptus, the changed order wearing the aspect of an 
emendation. 'OP"/1/ is not simply " punishment/' but that 
just indignation which embodies itself in punishment. The 
word is often BO used in the New Testament. Te,wa opryf/<; 
resembles the previous viol T'rl'> a7TH0das, but implying, as 
Alford says, "closer relation." That phrase does not denote, 
~iable to disobedience, but involved in it; and therefore -reicva 
opryfi,; does not signify-liable to wrath, but actually under it. 
Thus, Deut. xxv. 2, rii~tJ i~-a son of stripes-not liable to be 
scourged, but actually scourged. The idiom, then, does not 
mean " worthy of wrath," as the Greek fathers, when they 
tender it Jpryfi,; lifwi, and as Grotius, Koppe, Baumgarten, and 
others have understood it; but it describes a present and 
actual condition. The awful wrath of God is upon sinners, for 
sin is so contrary to His nature and law, that His pure anger 
is kindled against it. Nor is this opry11 to be explained away 
after the example of the early Fathers,1 as if it were simply 
chastisement, n:oXmn,;-not judicial infliction, but benignant 
castigation; for as Alford well says-then the phrase would, 
from its nature, imply that they had been "actually punished." 
'Opry11 is God's holy anger against sin, which leads Him justly 
to punish it. Rom. i. 18. But God's manifestation of wrath is 
notinconsistent with His manifestation of love; for, to repeat 
the oft-quoted words of Lactantius-Si Deus non irascitur 
impiis et inJustis, nee pios justosq_ue diligit. 

The apostle says further,-reicva cpva€i-"children by nature;" 
the dative, as Madvig says, defining "the side, aspect, regard, 
or property on and in which the predicate shows itself," § 40. 
See also Phrynichus ed-Lobeck, p. 688; Kuhner, 585; Am
merk. 1. <I>vui,;-" nature "-in such an idiom, signifies 
what is essental as opposed to what is accidental, what is 
innate in contrast with what is acquired ; as Harless puts the 
antithesis-das Gewordene im Gegensatz zum Gemacliten. This 
is its general sense, whatever its specific application. Thus 

1 Suicer, Thesaurus, sub voce. 
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-ef,apµaKOIJ cpvcnr;1 is the nature of a drug, its colour, growth, 
and potency. <Pv(n<; TOV 'Airyv1rTov2 is the nature of the land 
of Egypt-a phrase referring to no artificial peculiarity, but to 
results which follow from its physical conformation. It stands 
opposed to v6µor; or avaty"1J, as marking what is spontaneous, 
in contrast to what is enjoined or is inevitable. Thus Plato, 
De. Leg. lib. x.-Some say that the gods are Otl <pV<T€l a;\Xa 
Tt<Tl voµair;. Again, the noun is often used in the dative, or 
in the accusative with KaTd- or 1rap&-, in descriptions of condi
tion or action, and then its signification is still the same : 
<f,v<T€l Tu<pAor;-" blind by nature," not by disease;3 TOv <pv<TEl 
oovA.ov-" the slave by nature," that is, from birth, and not 
by subjugation ;4 oi <f,vc;H 1r0Aeµwi-" warriors by nature," 
by constitutional tendency, and not by force of circumstances.6 

And so in such phrases as, KaTd cf,vaw-" agreeably to nature," 
not simply to education or habit; 1rapa <f,vc;w-contrary not 
to mere conventional propriety, but to general or ordinary 
instinctive development ; thus-o KaT«:t <pV<TlV vior;-" the 
natural," not the adopted " son." The usage is similar in 
the Hellenistic writers. Wisdom vii. 20, cf,vu€tr; twwv-" the 
natures of animals," not the habits induced by training. 
<l>v<TEl 1rd-vT€<; Elulv <f,i'AavTot-" all are by nature," not by 
training, " self-lovers."6 <l>vc;ei 1rov1Jp6r; &.\v.-" being evil by 
nature," and not simply by education. So also in the same 
author-of the constitutional clemency of the Pharisees
<pv<T€l €7rUl.l/CW', f:xovc;w.8 Likewise in Philo, €lp'l'}vafoi <pV<T€£ 
-" peaceful by nature," not from compulsion ;9 and in many 
other places, some of which have been collected by Loesner. 
The usage of the New Testament is not different. Save 
where in James iii. 7 and 2 Pet. i. 4, the word has a significa
tion peculiar to these passages ; in all the rest, the meaning 
is the same with that we have traced through classical and 
Hellenistic literature. If the terrn characterize the branches 
of a tree, those which it produces are contrasted with such as 
are engrafted (Rom. xi. 21-24) ; if it dei:icribe action or 

1 Odyss. x. 303. 2 Herodot. ii. 5. 
3 Aristot. Nicomach. iii. 7. s .Aclian, Varia Hi_,t, iii. 22. 1 Joseph. Antiq. xi. 2, 2. 
<I Dio Chrysost. xv. p. 289. 6 Joseph. Antiq. iii. 8, 1. 8 Do. xiii. 10, 6. 

9 De Confusions Ling. C. 
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character, it marks its harmony with or its opposition to 
instincti.-e feeling or sense of obligation (Rom. i. 26, ii. 14; 
1 Cor. xi. 14) ; if it point out nationality, it is that of descent 
or blood. Rom. ii. 27; Gal. ii. 15. See Fritzsche on the 
references to Romans. And when the apostle (Gal. iv. 8) 
speaks of idols as being <f,vuH " not gods," he means that 
idols become objects of worship from no inherent claim or 
quality, but simply by" art and man's device." And eo "we 
are children of wrath," not accidentally, not by a fortuitous 
combination of circumstances, not even by individual sin and 
actual transgression, but "by nature "-by an exposure which 
preceded personal disobedience, and was not first created by it; 
an exposure which is inherent, hereditary, and common to all 
the race by the very condition of its present existence, for 
they are "so born " children of wrath. For, <f,vcn<; does not 
refer to developed character, but to its hidden and instinctive 
sources. We are therefore not atomically, but organically 
children of wrath ; not each simply by personal guilt, but the 
entire race as a whole; ·not on account of nature, but by 
nature. Wholly contrary, therefore, to usage and philology 
is the translation of the Syriac bu ~----plene j that of Theo
phylact, <.Ecumenius, and Cyril, aAr,0w,;; or ryv17u/w,;;-'' really" 
or " truly; " that of Julian, prorsus, and that even of Suidas 
-" a constant and very bad disposition and long and evil 
habits "-a::n,.a Tt}V lµ,µovov .i,:al, .i.a.i.luT1]V SuWe,nv Kat X,POVlav 

Ka£ woV1Jpa.v uvv~0Eiav, for on the contrary, <f,vut<; and uvv1-
0eta are placed by the Greek ethical writers in contrast. 
Harless adduces apt quotations from Plutarch and Aristotle. 
Pelagius, as may be expected, thus guards his exegesis-Nos 
paternce traditionis consuetudo possederat, ut omnes ad damna
tionem nasci VIDEREMUR. Erasmus, Bengel, Koppe, Morus, 
Flatt, De W ette, Reiche, and others, take the word as descrip
tive of the state of the Ephesian converts prior to their con
version, or, as Bengel phrases it-citra gratiam Dei in Christo. 
But, as Meyer observes, the status naturalis is depicted in the 
whole description, and not merely by <f,vuei. Such an inter
pretation is also unsatisfactory, for it leaves untouched the 
real meaning of the word under dispute. That the term may 
signify that second nature which springs from habit, we deny 
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not. Natura had such a sense among the Latins1-qiwd con
suetudo in naturam iiertit-but in many places where it may 
bear this meaning, it still implies that the habit is in accord
ance with original inclination, that the disposition or character 
has its origin in innate tendencies and impulses. When Le 
Clerc2 says that the word, when applied to a nation, signifies 
indoles genti·s, he only begs the question; for that indoles or 
rpvaw in the quotations adduced by him, and by W etstein 
and Koppe, from Isocrates, the so-called Demetrius Phalereus, 
Polyrenus, Jamblichus, Cicero, and Sallust, is not something 
adventitious, but constitutional - an element of character 
which, though matured by discipline, sprang originally from 
connate peculiarities. The same may be said of }foyer's 
interprctation-durch Entwickelung natUrUcher disposition
" through the development of natural disposition ; " for if that 
disposition was natural, its very germs must have been in us 
at our birth, and what is that but innate depravity?· And 
yet he argues that cpv,n,;; cannot refer to original sin, because 
the church doctrine on that subject is not the doctrine of Paul, 
and one reason why Koppe will not take even the interpreta
tion of Le Clerc is, that it necessarily leads to the doctrine of 
original sin. Grotius, Meyer, De Wette, and U steri (Paulin. 
Lehrbew·i:ff, p. 30) object that the word cannot refer to original 
depravity, because it is only of actual sin that the apostle 
speaks in the preceding clauses. So little has Grotius gone 
into the spirit of the passage, that he says-that it cannot 
refer to original sin, as the preceding verses show, in which 
vices are described from which many of the ancients were free 
-a quibus multi veterum f uere immunes. U steri is disposed 
to cancel cpucret altogether, and Reiche ( Comment. Critfrus, 
1859) dilutes it to a habitus naturalis connatus quasi, p. 147. 
See also Episcopius, lnstit., ii. 5, 2; Limborch, Theolog. Clirise., 
iii. 4, 17, p. 193; Amstelredami, 1686. Vt/ e may reply with 
Olshausen, tliat in this clause actual sins are naturally pointed 
out in their ultimate foundation-" in the inborn sinfulness of 
each individual by his connection with Adam." Besides, the 
apostle means to say that by natural con~ition, as well as by 

1 Quintilian, i. 2 ; Sallust, Jugurtha, 87 ; Freund, Latein. Wiirt,rbuch, sub voce. 
~ Ars Critica, Londini, 16V8, p. 194. 
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actual personal guilt, men are children of wrath. Had he 
written, Kal 8vT€<;, as following out the idea of wotot1VT€<;, 
there might have been a plea against our view of innate 
,depravity-" fulfilling tlie desires of the flesh and of the 
min:d, and being, or so being, children of wrath." But the 

'~ "d " "tf" apostle says, Kai YJf1,€V- an we were, at a porn o time 
prior to that indicated in wowvvT£<;. This exegesis is also 
supported by the following clause-

ro<; Kai ol "J.oiwot-" as also are the rest of mankind ; " not 
Gentiles simply, nor the remainder of the unbelieving Jews, 
as is held by Stier and Bisping. Turner apparently imputes 
our exegesis, which is simply and plainly grammatical, to 
want of candour and to a desire to support a " preconceived 
doctrinal theory." 

Having described the character of unregenerate men, the 
apostle adverts to their previous condition. We and the 
entire human family are by nature children of wrath, even as 
Crellius himself is obliged to paraphrase it-velut lw:reditario 
jure. Those who hold that iJµ,e'i, refers to the Jews injure 
their interpretation, and Harless and Olshausen unnecessarily 
suppose that the apostle contrasts the natural state of the 
Jews with their condition as the called of God, though they 
do not, like Hofmann, join tj,vu€t to opryf/<;, as if the allusion 
were to the Jews, and the meaning were-objects of God's 
love as the children of Abraham, and but of His anger as 
children of Adam. Schriftb. i. p. 564. Thus Estius opposes 
filii natura to filii adoptione; and Holzhausen's idea is-that 
they were children of wrath" which rises from the ungodly 
natural life." To get such a meaning the article must be 
repeated, as Harless says-n7<; <f>va-€t op"f'Y/<;; or as Meyer, tj<; 
T~ <f>va-£t, or, €1' T~<; tj,ua-€OJ<; op"f'Y/<;. We do not imagine, 
with many commentators, that tj,vuH stands in contrast with 
xaptn. The former denotes a condition, and cannot well be 
contrasted with an act or operation of God. Death by or in 
sin, walk in lust, vassalage to Satan, indulgence of the dis
orderly appetites of a corrupted nature, and the fulfilling of 

• the desires of the flesh and of the mind-these form a visible 
and complex unity of crime, palpable and tenific. But that is 
not all ; there is something deeper still; even l,Jy nature, and 
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prior to actual transgression, we were "the children of wi·ath." 
'l'he apostle had just referred to the uapg-feeble and depraved 
humanity, and knowing that "that which is born of the flesh 
is flesh," and that the taint and corruption are thus hereditary, 
he adds, "and we were by nature," through our very birth, 
"children of wrath ; " that is, we have not become so by any 
process of development. Thus also l\iliiller (D1'.e Lehi·e von 
der Sunde, ii. p. 378) says-" that they, that is Christians, 
from among the Jews as well as other:;;, had been objects of 
Divine punitive justice-nach ihrer natiirlichen angebornen 
Bescliaffenheit Gegenstande ,· and Lechler also calls man's 
natural condition-eine an_qeborne Z-Orneskindschaft d. h. eine 
angeborne Verderbnis.~ der Menschennatur . . Das Apost. und das 
nachap. Zeitalter, &c., p. 107. Barnes and Stuart1 deny, 
indeed, that the use of this term can prove what is usually 
called the doctrine of original sin. It is true that the apostle 
does not speak of Adam and his sin, nor does he describe the 
germs and incipient workings of depravity. It is not a 
formal theological assertion, for <{:,6uei is unemphatic in posi
tion; but what is more convincing, it is an incidental allusion 
-as if no proof were needed of the awful truth. How and 

. when sin commences are not the present question. Still the 
term surely means, that in consequence of some element of 
relation or character, an element inborn and not infused, men 
are exposed to the Divine wrath. The clause does not, as 
these critics hold, simply mean that men in an unconverted 
state are obnoxious to punishment, but that men, apart from 
all that is extrinsic and accidental, all that time or circum
stance may create or modify, are "children of wrath." As 
Calvin says-Hoe uno verbo quasi fulinine· totus homo quantus
quantus est prosternitur. It would be, at the same time, 
wholly contrary to Scripture and reason to maintain, with 
:fflacius, that sin is a part of the very essence and substance of 
our nature. The language of this clause does not imply it. 
Sin is a foreign element-an accidence-whatever be the 
depth of human depravity. 

It belongs not to the province of interpret_ation to enter into · 

1 Biblical Repository, 2d Ser. vol. ii. 38. 
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any illustration of the doctrine expressed or implied in the 
clause under review. The origin of evil is an inscrutable 
mystery, and has afforded matter of subtle speculation from 
Plato down to Kant and Schelling, while, in the interval, 
Aquinas bent his keen vision upon the problem, and felt his 
gaze dazzled and blunted. Ideas of the actual nature of sin 
naturally modify our conceptions of its moral character, as 
may be seen in the theories which have been entertained from 
those of Manichreau dualism and mystic pre-existence/ to 
those of privation,2 sensuousness/ antagonism,4 impreventi
bility,5 and the subtle distinction between formal and real 
liberty developed in the hypothesis of .Muller.6 While admit
ting the scriptural account of the introduction of sin, many 
have shaped their views of it from the connection in which 
they place it in reference to Divine foreknowledge, and so have 
sprung up the Supra-lapsarian and Sub-lapsarian hypotheses. 
Attempts to form a perfect scheme of Theodicy, or a full vin
dication of the Divinity, have occupied many other minds 
than that of Leibnitz. The relation of the race to its Pro
genitor has been viewed in various lights, and analogies 
physical, political, and metaphysical, with theories of Crea
tianism and Traducianism, have been employed in ilhistration, 
from the days of Augustine and Pelagius7 to those of Eras
mus and Luther, Calvin and Arminius, Taylor and President 
Edwards. Questions about the origin of evil, transmission of 
depravity, imputation of guilt, federal or representative posi
tion on the part of Adam, and physical and spiritual death as 
elements of the curse, have given rise to long and laboured 
argumentation1 because men have looked at them from very 
different stand-points, and have been influenced in their treat-

1 Muller, Die Christliche Lehre von der Sunde, voi, ii. p. 495, 3rd ed. See also 
Beecher's Conflict ef Ages. 

2 Leibnitz, Essa-is de T!teodicie sur la Bonte de Dieu, &c. pp. 85, 86, 288. 
Amsterdam, 1726. 

3 De Wctte, Cl,rwtliche Sittenlehre, § 10, and Studien und K,·itiken, 1849 ; Rothe, 
Ethik, vol. i. pp, 98, 99; Schleiermacher, Der Christliche Gkwbe, § GG. 

'Lactantius, Instit. Divin. lib. ii, cap. 8, 9; Hegel, Pltilosophie des Reents, § 139. 
~ The Mystery, or Evil and God, By John Young, LL.D. London, 1856, 
6 Muller, vol. ii. pp. 6-48. 
7 Wiggers, August, und Pelag. Kap, 20; Nitzsch, § 105, 107. 
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ment of the problem by their philosophical conceptions of the 

Divine character, the nature of sin, and that moral freedom 
and power which belong to responsible humanity. The modus 
may be and is among " the deep things of _God," but the res 
is palpable; for experience confirms the Divine testimony that 
we are by nature "children of wrath " per generationem, not 
per imitationem. 

(Ver. 4.) 'O oe 0€o~, 'lT"MV<TtO<; t,v Jv €7'.fo-" But God, 
being rich in mercy." 'l'he apostle resumes the thought 
started in ver. 1. The ol not only intimates this, but shows 
also that the thought about to be expressed is in contrast with 
that which occupies the immediately preceding verses. The 
fact of God's mercy succeeds a description of man's guilt and 
misery, and the transition from the one to the other is indi
cated by the particle oe. Hartung, vol. i. p. 173; Jelf, § 767. 
Jerome rashly condemns the use of ol; but Bodins stigma
tizes the patristic critic as judging-nimis profecto audacter et 
l,ypercritice. "EX.€0, signifies "mercy," and is a term stronger 
and more practical than ol,cnpµ,o,;;. It is not mere emotion, 
but emotion creating actual assistance--sympathy leading to 
succour. The participle wv does not seem to have here a 
causal significance, as such an idea is expressed by the follow
ing oui. And in this mercy God is rich. It has no scanty 
foot-hold in his bosom, for it fills it. Though mercy has been 
expended by God for six millenniums, and myriads of myriads 
have been partakers of it, it is still an unexhausted mine of 
wealth-

~' ' ........ ' ' , , ~ A , I , ~ " oia 'TTJV 'lf"Of\,l\,TJ" arya7rTJV av-rov, ,1v T}"fa7r'YJ<T€V T}µ,a,- on 
account of His great love with which He loved us." The 
former clause describes the general source of blessing ; this 
marks out a direct and special manifestation, and is in imme
diate connection with the following verb. On the use of a 
verb with its cognate noun carrying with it an intensity of 
meaning, the reader may turn to i. 3, 6, 20; "Winer, § 32, 2; 
Kuhner, § 546. The ~µ,a, are Paul and his contemporary 
believers, and, of course, all possessing similar faith. That 
love is 7ro)..;\17-great indeed; for a great 9od is its possessor, 
and great sinners are its objects. 'l'he adjective probably 
marks the quality of intensity ; indeed, while its generic 



EPIIESIANS II. 5. 14;Y 

meaning remains, its specific allusion depends upon · its ad
juncts. The idea of frequency may thus be included, as it 
seems to be in some uses of the word 1-number being its 
radical meaning. II0XX11 luya71,.,,1, therefore, is love, the inten
sity of which has been shown in the fervour and frequency of 
its developments. See under i. 5. And what can be higher 
proof than this-

(Ver. 5.) Kal, lJvm,;; 'Y]µ,a,; VEKpov,; ToZ,;; wapawrwµa<nv-" Us 
being even dead in trespasses." The Kat does more than 
mark the connection. It does not, however, signify" also," 
as Meier supposes-" us, too, along with you;" nor, as Flatt, 
Riickert, Matthies, and Holzhausen think, does it merely 
show the connection of the ilµ,a,; of ver. 1 with this ~µa,; of 
ver. 5. Nor does it mean "yet," "although," as Koppe 
takes· it. In this view, to give any good sense, it must be 
joined to the preceding verb--" He loved us, even though we 
were dead in sins." But such a construction destroys the 
unity of meaning. With ~Ieyer and Harless, we prefer join
ing the Kai to the participle lJvmi;;, and making it signify 
"indeed," or when we "were truly" dead in sins. Hartung, 
vol. i. p. 132. See chap. i. 11, 15. 

cruvE(wo7ro{'l'}tTEV T<p Xpunp -" quickened together with 
Christ." Some MSS. and texts have the preposition EV 
before T<p XptuT<ji, but for this there is no authority, as the 
dative is governed by the uvv- in composition with the verb. 
The uuv is repeated before the dative in Col. ii. 13. The 
entire passage, and the aorist form of the three verbs, show 
that this- vivification is a past, and not a future blessing. It 
is a life enjoyed already, not one merely secured to us by our 
ideal resurrection with Christ. The remark of Jerome is 
foreign to the purpose, that the aorist is used with reference to 
the Divine prescience--id q_uod futurum est, quasi factum esse 
jam dixerit. We have already exhibited the validity of our 
objection under i. HJ. Theodoret's interpretation is out of 
place-eKetvov ryap a/JauTaVTO',, Ka~ -ljµds EX7ri(oµEv avaunj-

. cr£u0a,. Meyer's view has been already rejected under the 
1st verse of this chapter; for as the death there described is 

1 Passow, Pape, Lex. ,·11b voce. 

L 
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not a physical death to come upon us, but a death already 
experienced, so this is not a physical resurrection to be enjoyed 
at some distant epoch, but one in which, even now, we who 
were dead have participated. Therefore, with the majority of 
interpreters, we hold that it is spiritual life to which the apostle 
refers. The exegesis of Harless, found also in the old Scottish 
commentator, Dickson, though it be cleverly maintained, is too 
refined, and is not in accordance with the literal and sincere 
appeal of the apostle to present Christian experience, for in his 
opinion, life, resurrection, and glorification are said to be ours, 
not because we actually enjoy them, but because Jesus has 
experienced them, and they are ours in Him, or ours because 
they are His. Olshausen advocates a similar view, though not 
so broadly. Slichtingius and Crellius suppose that the verb 
refers to the jus, not the ipsumfactum / and it is of nec~ssity 
the theory of all who, like Rollock and Bodius, maintain, that 
the resurrection and enthronement described are specially con
nected with the body and its final ascension and blessedness. 
'l'he interpretation of Chrysostom-el ,yap 'iJ a1rapx-rJ tfi, Kar, 
i,µ,e'i,;-" if the first-fruits live, so do we," does not wholly 
bring out the meaning. Theophylact's exposition, which is 
shared in by Augustine and Erasmus, is more acute. God 
raised up Christ, EIC€tVOV eveprye'iq;-Him in fact, but us ovvcfµ,ei 
vuv-potentially only, but afterwards in fact also. Harless 
cempares the language with that in Rom. viii. 30, which Meyer 
also quotes, where the verbs are all aorists, and where the last 
verb refers to future but certain glory. But the apostle in 
that verse describes, by the aorists, God's normal method of 
procedure viewed as from the past-the call, justification, and 
glorification being contained in a past predestination, and 
regarded as coincident with it. The apostle is not appealing 
to the Roman Christians, and saying, " God has called and 
glorified you"; he is only describing God's general and 
invariable method of procedure in man's salvation. But here 
he speaks to the Ephesian converts, and tells them that God 
quickened them, raised them up, and gave them a seat with 
Jesus. He is not unfolding principles of divine government; 
but analyzing human experience, and verifying that analysis 
by an appeal to living consciousness. Were no more intended 
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by the words than Harless imagines, then they would be q~ite 
as true of Christians still unborn as they were of Ephesian 
believers at that time in existence, since all who shall believe 
to the end of time were spiritually comprised in the risen 
Saviour. Nay more, the sentiment would be true of men in 
an unconverted state who were afterwards to believe. But 
here the apostle speaks of union with Jesus not only as a 
realized fact, but of its blessed and personal results. The 
death was a personal state, and the life corresponds in char
acter. It is not a theoretic abstraction, but as really an 
individual blessing as the death was an individual curse. The 
life and resurrection spoken of are now possessed, and their 
connection with Christ seems to be of the following nature. 
When God quickened and raised Christ, this process, as we 
have seen, was the e;irample and pledge of our spiritual vivi
fication. When He was raised physically, all His people 
were ideally raised in Him; and in consequence of this con
nection with Him, they are, through faith, actually quickened 
and raised. i. 19, 20. The object of the apostle, however, is 
not merely to affirm that spiritual life and resurrection have 
been secured by such a connection with Jesus, but that, having 
been so provided, they are also really possessed. 'l'he writer 
tells the Ephesians that they had been dead, and he assures 
them that life in connection with Christ had been given them, 
and not merely through Christ potentially secured for them, 
and reserved for a full but future enjoyment. The verb 
avve,ccWun,v, on which Olshausen and Harless lay stress as 
supporting their view, does not, as we shall see, at all support 
their exegesis. In a word, the apostle appears to intimate 
not only that the mediatorial person of Jesus had a peculiar 
and all-comprehending relation to His whole people, so that, 
as Olshausen says, "Christ is the real type for every form of 
life among them," but that the Ephesian believers possessed 
really and now these blessings, which had their origin and 
symbol in Jesus, the Saviour and Representative. And, there
fore, the notion of Beza and Bloomfield, that uvv- in the verb 
glances at a union of Jew and Gentile, is as wide of the truth 
on the one side, as is on the other the opinion that it means 
"after the example of "-the opinion of Anselm, Marloratus, 
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Koppe, Grotius, a-Lapide1 and Rosenmiiller. See on JCaT& 
in i. 19. Calvin limits the possession too niuch to objective 
happiness and glory laid up for us in Christ. The language 
of Crocius is better-nos exdtatos esse in Christo, ut in capite 
membra j idque non potentia, non spe, sed actu et re ipsa. 

Now, the life given corresponds in nature to the death 
suffered. It is, therefore, spiritual life, such as is needed .for 
man's dead spirit. The soul restored to the divine favour 
lives again, and its new pulsations are vigorous and healthful. 
As every form of life is full of conscious enjoyment, thiB 
too has its higher gladness; truth, peace, thankfulness, and 
hope swelling the bosom, while it displays its vital powers in 
sanctified activity : for all its functions · are the gift of the 
Vivifier, and they are dedicated to His service. That life may 
be feeble at .-first, but "the sincere milk of the word" is 
imbibed, and the expected maturity is at length reached. 
Its first moment may not indeed be registered in the con
sciousness, as it may be awakened within us by a varying 
process, in harmony with the quickness or the slowness of 
mental perception, and the dulness or the delicacy of the moral 
temperament. The sun rises in our latitude preceded by a 
long twilight, which gradually brightens into morning; but 
within the tropics he ascends at once above the horizon with 
sudden and exuberant glory. (For an illustration of God's 
power in giving this life, the reader may consult under verses 
19 and 20 of the previous chapter.) 'l'hen follows the inter
jected thought-

xapiTl €G'T€ (J'f(J'(J)(J'µevoi-" by grace have ye been saved." 
The Si or ryap found in some MSS. is a clumsy addition, and 
ov, the genitive of the relative pronoun, occurring in Dt, E, 
F, G (ov ,fj xapm, or ov xapm), and plainly followed by the 
Vulgate and Ambrosiaster, is rejected alike by Lachmann and 
Tischendorf. The grace referred to is that of God, not of 
Christ-as Beza supposes. The thought is suddenly and 
briefly thrown in, as it rose to the apostle's mind, for it 
js a natural suggestion; and so powerfully did it fill and 
move his soul, that he suddenly writes it, but continues the 
illustration, and then fondly returns to it in ver. 8. 'This 
mental association shows how closely Paul connected life 
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with safety-how mercy and love, uniting us to Christ, and 
vivifying us with Him, are elements of this grace, and how 
this union with Jesus and the life springing from it are iden
tical with salvation. But he proceeds-

(Ver. 6.) Kat uuv/ryetpev-" And raised us up with." The 
meaning of uuv- is of course the same as in the preceding 
uwesIDo7rot,,,ue. Believers are not only quickened, but they 
are also raised up; they not only receive life, but they ex
perience a resurrection. The dead, on being quickened, do 
not lie in their graves; they come forth, cast from them the 
cerements of mortality, and re-enter the haunts of living 
humanity .. Jesus rose on being vivified, and left his sepulchre 
with the grave-clothes in it. His people enjoy the activities 
as well as the elements of vitality, for they are raised out of 
the spiritual death-world, and are not found " the living 
among the dead." It is a violation of the harmony of sense 
to understand the first verb of spiritual life, and the second of 
physical resurrection, or the hope of it, as do Menochius, 
Bodius, Estius, and Grotius. Still more-

Kal uuveKa0iuev-" and seated us together with." This 
verb is to be understood in a spiritual sense as well as the two 
preceding ones. It is the spirit which is quickened, raised, 
and co-enthroned with Christ. And the place of honour and 
dignity is-

lv Toi~ e7roupavloi~ ev Xpt<rTfp 'I,,,uov-" in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus." This idiom has been already con
sidered both under ver. 3 and ver. 20 of the 1st chapter. 
It does not denote heaven proper, but is the ideal locality · 
of the church on the earth, as " the kingdom of heaven" 
-above the world in its sphere of occupation and enjoy
ment. The addition of ev Xpt<rT<p 'I17uov occurs also i. 3; 
and in both places the epithet Ta e7roupavta points out the 
exalted position of the church. Union to Christ brings us 
into them. His glory is their bright canopy, and His pre
sence diffuses joy and hope. The ev before Xpurrp 'I17uov 
has perplexed commentators, for uw- is also in composition 
with the verb, and would have been supposed to govern these 
nouns, had not ev been expressed. But ev again, as fre
quently in the previous po.rtion of the epistle, defines the 
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sphere, and refers to the three aorists- so anxious is the 
apostle to show that union to Christ is the one source of 
spiritual honour and enjoyment. This spiritual enthronement 
with Jesus is not more difficult to comprehend than our "royal 
priesthood." The loose interpretations of it by Koppe and 
Rosenmiiller rob it of its point and beauty. Nor is the mere 
" arousing of the heavenly consciousness" all that is meant, 
as Olshausen supposes. Indeed, Riickert, Meier, Matthies, 
and Conybeare, are nearer the truth. Our view is simply as 
follows-Our life, resnrrection, and enthronement, follow one 
another, as in the actual history of the great Prototype. But 
this "sitting with Jesus" is as spiritual as the life, and it 
indicates the calmness and dignity of the :new existence. The 
quickened soul is not merely made aware that in Christ, as 
containing it and all similar souls, it is enlivened, and raised 
up, and elevated, but along with this it enjoys individually 
a conscious life, resurrection, and session with Jesus. It feels 
these blessings in itself, and through its union with Him. It 
lives, and it is conscious of this life; it has been raised, and it 
is aware of its change of spiritual position. It is more than 
Augustine allows-Nondwm in nobis, sed jam in fllo-for it 
feels itself in the meantime sitting with Jesus, not solely 
because of its relation to Him in His representative character, 
but because of its own joyous and personal possession of royal 
elevation, purity, and honour. "He hath made us kings." 
Rev. i. 6. What is more peculiar to the spirit in this series 
of present and beatific gifts, shall at length be shared in by 
the entire humanity. 'l'he body shall be quickened, raised, 
and glorified, and the redeemed man shall, in the fulness of 
his nature, enjoy the happiness of heaven. The divine 
purpose is-

(Ver. 7.) ''Iva evoei~Tat lv TOt<; alruuw Tot<; €7r€pxoµlvot<;
" In order that He might show forth in the ages which are 
coming "-7va indicating design. The meaning of this verse 
depends on the sense attached to the last word. Harless, Meyer, 
Olshausen, De W ette, and Bisping, take them as descriptive of 
the future world. Thus Theophylact also-Nvv µev rya-p ?io;\Xot 

amuTOvaw, €V 0€ Tqj µe:X.)wv'Tt alwvt 7ri1VT€<;_ ryvrfJuovTat Tt i]µ'iv 
exaptuaTO, opOIVTE<; €V acpaT<p o6gy TOV<; aryiow ; the idea being 
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that the blessings of life, resurrection, and elevation with Christ 
now bestowed upon believers, may be hidden in the meantime, 
but that in the kingdom of glory they shall be seen in their 
peculiar lustre and pre-eminence. 'l'hus Wycliffe also-" in 
the worldlis above comying." But the language of this verse 
is too full and peculiar to have only in it this general thought. 
Why should the greatness of the grace that quickened and 
elevated such sinners as these Ephesians, not be displayed till 
the realms of glory be reached? Or might not God intend in 
their salvation at that early age to show to coming ages, as 
vicious as they, what were the riches of His grace? The verb 
ooe~Tat,, which in the.New Testament is always used in the 
middle voice, means to show for one's self-for His own glory. 
Jelf, § ~63, 1. Still, the language of the verse suggests the 
idea of sample or specimen. Paul, who classes himself with 
the Ephesians in the .f]µas, makes this use of his own conver
sion. 1 Tim. i. 16. The peculiar plural phrase al&vei,, with 
the participle e7repxoµlvoi, denotes " coming or impending 
ages." Luke xxi. 26, 37; James v. 1. The alwv is an age 
or period of time, and these alwvei, form a series of such ages, 
which were to commence immediately. These ages began 
at the period of the apostle's writing, and are still rolling on 
till the second advent. The salvation of such men as these 
Ephesians at that early period of Christianity, was intended 
by God to stand out as a choice monument to succeeding 
generations of " the exceeding riches of his grace"-

' • .o ,.,. .._ - .,. -~ ~ ' ' ~ Th £ To V'IT'EptJa"'flA.IV 'IT'fU.IVTO'> TTJ'> xaptroi, avrov. e neuter orm 
is preferred by Tischendorf and Lachmann on the authority 
of A, B, D1, F, G. Gersdorf, Beitriige, p. 282; Winer,§ 9, 2, 
note 2. The participle v1repf)aXXov has been already ex
plained, i. 19. The conversion of the Ephesians was a mani
f~station of the grace of God-of its riches, of its overflowing 
riches. That was not restricted grace-grace to a few, or 
grace to the more deserving, or grace to the milder forms of 
apostacy. No; it has proved its wealth in the salvation of 
such sinners as are delineated in _the melancholy picture of 
the preceding verses. Nay, it is couched-

ev XP'YJ<I'TOTTJTt etj>' iJµa,, EV Xpt<rTp 'I17<rov-" in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus." Four terms are already employed 
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by the apostle to exhibit the source of salvation-~eor;, lvy&:1r17, 
xapv;, XP1JCTTOT1]<;'-COnveying the same blessed truth in differ
ent aspects. The :first respects our misery ; the second defines 
the co-essential form of this-e?..Eoi;- ; the third characterizes 
its free outgoing, and the last points to its palpable and expe
rienced embodiment. Trench on Syn. p. 192. Winer suggests 
that ecp' ~µ,ai;- is connected with v1rep/3a"J,.,Xov, § 20, 2, b. But 
the structure of the sentence forbids altogether such a connec
tion, and the construction proposed by Hornberg and Koppe 
is as violent-Tr}i;- xaptTor; Kal XP'TJCTTOT1]TO<;', supplying 8vTa<; 
also to the phrase iv XpicrTrp 'I17crov. '.rhe noun XP1JCTTOT7J<; 
may be followed itself by e1rt, as in Rom. xi. 22, or as when 
the adjective occurs, Luke vi. 35. We do.not understand, with 
Olshausen, that ev XP'TJCTTOT1Jn is a closer definition of the 
more general xaptr;. Nor is there any need of a metonymy, 
and of taking the term to denote a benefit or the result of kind
ness. This kindness is true generosity, for it contains saving 
grace. It is not common providential kindness, but special 
"kindness in Christ Jesus," no article being inserted to show 
the closeness of the connection, and the preposition ev again, 
as so often before, marking Christ Jesus a.s the only sphere 
of blessing. See under i. 16. There is an evident alliteration 
in xapi,, XP1JCTTOT1Jr;, XptCTTO<;. The kindness of God in Christ 
Jesus is a phrase expressive of the manner in which grace 
operates. His grace is in his goodness. Grace may be shown 
among men in a very ungracious way, but God's grace clothes 
itself in kindness, as well in the time as in the mode of its 
bestowment. What kindness in sending His grace so early 
to Ephesus, and in converting such men as now formed its 
church! O, He is so kind in giving grace, and such grace, 
to so many men, and of such spiritual demerit and degrada
tion ; so kind as not only to forgive sin, but even to forget it 
(Heb. viii. 12) ; so kind, in short, as not only by His grace 
to quicken us, but in the riches of His grace to raise us up, 
and iri its exceeding riches to enthrone us in the heavenly 
places in Christ! And all the grace in this kindness shown 
in the first century is a lesson even to the nineteenth century. 
What God did then, He can do now and will do now; and 
one 1·eason why He did it then was, to teach the men of the 
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present age His ability and desire to repeat in them the same 
blessed process of salvation and life. 

) T ~ ~ I I , I 0:, \ ~ I (Ver. 8. v ,yap xaptn €(TT€ (Tf(T(JJ<J"µevot Ota T1)<; 7rtUT€W<;-

" For by grace ye have been saved, through your faith." 'l'he 
particle ry&p explains why the apostle has said that the exceed
ing riches of God's grace are shown forth in man's salvation, 
and glances back to the interjectional clause at the end of 
ver. 5. Salvation must display grace, for it is wholly of grace. 
The dative xaptn, on which from its position the emphasis 
lies, expresses the souree of our salvation, and the genitive 
7rurrero,; with oia denotes its subjective means or instrument. 
Salvation is of grace by faith-the one being the efficient, the 
other the modal cause; the former the origin, the latter the 
method, of its operation. The grace of God which exists 
without us, takes its place as an active principle within us, 

. being introduced into the heart and kept there by the con
necting or conducting instrumentality of faith. 

xapt,;---" favour," is opposed to necessity on the part of 
God, and to merit on the part of man. God was under no 
obligation to save man, for His law might have taken its 
natural course, and the penalty menaced and deserved might 
have been fully inflicted. Grace springs from His sovereign 
will, not from His essential nature. It is not an attribute 
which must always manifest itself, but a prerogative that may 
either be exercised or held in abeyance. Salvation is an 
abnormal process, and " grace is no more grace " if it is of 
necessary exhibition. Grace is also opposed to merit on man's 
part. Had he any title, salvation would be "of debt." The 
two following verses are meant to state and prove that salva
tion is not and cannot be of human merit. In short, the human 
race had no plea with God, but God's justice had a high and 
holy claim on them. The conditions of the first economy had 
been violated, and the guilty transgressor had only to antici
pate the infliction of the penalty which he had so wantonly 
incurred. The failure of the first covenant did not either 
naturally or necessarily lead to a new experiment. While 
man had no right to expect, God was under no necessity to 
provide salvation. It is "by grace.m 

1 This generic meaning of the word is the true one here, and it is not to be 
regarded specially and technically as in the scholastic theology, aud divided into 
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But this grace does not operate immediately and univer
sally. Its medium is faith-out "rrj<; 1ricrrHiJ<;. The two 
nouns " grace" and " faith " have each the article, as they 
express ideas which are at once familiar, distinctive, and 
monadic in their nature ; the article before xaptTt, referring 
us at the same time to the anarthrous term at the close of the 
fifth verse, and that before 7r{crm»;;, giving it a subjective 
reference, is best rendered, as Alford says, by a possessive. 
Lachmann, after B, D1, F, G, omits the second article, but 
the majority of MSS. are in its favour. It is the uniform 
doctrine of the New Testament, that no man is saved against 
his will; and his desire to be saved is proved by his belief of 
the divine testimony. Salvation by grace is not arbitrarily 
attached to faith by the mere sovereign dictate of the Most 
High, for man's willing acceptance of salvation is essential to 
his possession of it, and the operation of faith is just the 
sinner's appreciation of the divine mercy, and his acquies
cence in the goodness and wisdom of the plan of recovery, 
followed by a cordial appropriation of its needed and adapted 
blessings, or, as Augustine tersely and quaintly phrases it
Qui creavit te sine te, non salvabit te sine te. Justification by 
faith alone, is simply pardon enjoyed on the one condition of 
taking it. 

And thus "ye have been saved ;" not-ye will be finally 
saved; not-ye are brought into a state in which salvation is 
possible, or put into a condition in which ye might '· work and 
win" for yourselves, but-ye are actually saved. The words 
denote a present state, and not merely " an established pro
cess." Green's Gram. of New Test. 317. Thus Tyndale 
translates-" By grace ye are made safe thorowc faith." The 
context shows the truth of this interpretation, _and that the 
verb denotes a terminated action. If men have been spiritually 
dead, and if they now enjoy spiritual life, then surely they 
are saved. So soon as a man is out of danger, he is safe or 
"saved." Salvation is a present blessing, though it may not 
be fully realized. The man who has escaped from the wreck, 
and has been taken into the life-boat, is from that moment a 

gratia pr"veniens, operans, co-operans; the first having for its object homo conver
tendus; the second, hoino, qui convertitur; and the third, homo conversus sea 
sanctificnndus. 
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saved man. Even though he scarce feel his safety or be 
relieved from his tremor, he is still a saved man; yea, though 
the angry winds may howl around him, and though hours may 
elapse ere he set his feet on the firm land. The apostle adds 
more precisely and fully-

Kal TDVTO OV/C Jg vµwv-" and that not of yourselves "-lK, 
as it often does, referring to source or cause. Winer,§ 47, b. 
The pronoun TOVTO does not grammatically agree with 7rlrTTE<"'>, 

the nearest preceding noun, and this discrepancy has originated 
various interpretations. The words Kat TovTo are rendered 
"and indeed" by Wahl, Riickert, and Matthies. This em
phatic sense belongs to the word in certain connectio:rfS'.. Rom. 
xiii. 11 ; 1 Cor. vi. 6; Phil. i. 28. The plural is also simi
larly used. 1 Cor. vi. 8; Heb. xi. 12; Matthiae, § 470, 6. 
The meaning of the idiom may here be-" Ay, and this" is 
not of yourselves. But what is the point of reference? 

Many refer it directly to 7r{<TTtr;;-" And this faith is not of 
yourselves." Such is the interpretation of the fathers Chry
sostom, Theodoret, and Jerome. Chrysostom says-ovo€ i, 

, ,~ ,t ' \ , .... "\0 , \ , , .,'\. ... 
'lrl<TTl', €5 ?'}µrov, H "fap OV/C 1')1\, €V, €l 'Yap µ1] €/Ca/\,€U'€, 7r(JJ', 
~ouvaµe0a 7rl<TT€V<Tal. Jerome thus explains-Et luec ipsafides 
non est ex vobis, sed ex eo qui vocavit vos. The same view is 
taken by Erasmus, Beza, Crocius, Cocceius, Grotius, Estius, 
Bengel, Meier, Baumgarten-Crusius, Bisping, and Hodge. 
Bloomfield says that "all the Calvinistic commentators hold 
this view," and yet Calvin himself was an exception. 'l'here 
are several objections to this, not as a point of doctrine, but 
of exegesis. 1. If the apostle meant to refer to faith-7rlrTn<;, 
why change the gender? why not write ,cal aih71? To say, 
with some, that faith is viewed in the abstract as To 7rt<T

T€vew, does not, as we shall see, relieve us of the difficulty. 
2. Granting that ,cal TOVTD is an idiomatic expression, and 
that its gender is not to be strictly taken into account, still 
the question recurs, What is the precise reference of Swpov? 
3. Again, 7rLrTTl<; does not seem to be the immediate reference, 
as the following verse indicates. You may say-" And this 
faith is not of yourselves: it is God's gift;" but you cannot 
say-" And this faith is not of yourselves, but it is God's gift; 
not of works, lest any man should boast." You would thus 
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be obliged, without any cause, to change the reference in 
ver. 9, for you may declare that salvation is not of works, but 
cannot with propriety say that faith is not of worke. The 
phrase ov,c e~ eprywv must have salvation, and not faith, as its 
reference. The words from ,cal; 'TOV'TO to the end of the verse 
may be read parenthetically-" By grace are ye saved, through 
faith (and that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God), not of 
works;" that is, " By grace ye are saved, through faith," 
" not of works." Even with this understanding of the para
graph, the difficulty still remains, and the idea of such a 
parenthesis cannot be well entertained, for the eE vµwv corres
ponds to the ef lprywv. Baumgarten-Crusius argues, that the 
allusion is to 'Tl"{a-nc;, because the word pwpov proves that the 
reference must be to something internal-au} Innerliches. 
But is not salvation as internal as faith? So that we adopt 
the opinion of Calvin, Zachariae, Riickert, Harless, Matthies, 
Meyer, Scholz, De Wette, Stier, Alford, and Ellicott, who 
make ,cal Tov'To refer to ea-'T€ a€a-wa-µevoi-" and this state of 
safety is not of yourselves." This exegesis is presented in a 
modified form by Theophylact, Zanchius, Holzhausen, Chan
dler, and Macknight, who refer ical 'TOVTo to the entire clause 
-" this salvation by faith is not of yourselves." Theophylact 
says-ov r0v 'Tl"la-nv /\.€,Y€t owpov ®€ov, a:.\).ct TO Otct 7r{(TT€W<:; 
a-w0'Y}vai, TOVTO owpov €(T'Tt ®€ov. But some of the difficulties 
of the first method of interpretation attach to this. The ,ml, 
'TOV'To refers to the idea contained in the verb, and presents 
that idea in an abstract form. At the same time, as Ellicott 
shrewdly remarks, " the clause ,cal; 'TOVTo, &c. was suggested 
by the mention of the subjective medium-71"/a-nc;, which 
might be thought to imply some independent action on the 
part of the subject." This condition of safety is not of your
selves-is not of your own origination or procurement, though 
it be of your reception. It did not spring from you, nor did 
you suggest it to God ; but-

®1wu 'To owpov-" God's is the gift." God's gift is the gift 
-the genitive ®€au being the emphatic predicate in opposition 
to vµ,wv. Bernhardy, p. 315. Lachmann and Harless place 
this clause in a parenthesis. The only objection against the 
general view of the passage which we have taken is, that it is 
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somewhat tautological. The apostle says-" By grace ye a1·e 
saved," and then-" It is the gift of God;" the same idea 
being virtually repeated. True so far, but the insertion of the 
contrasted OVIC eE uµwv suggested the repetition. And there 
is really no tautology. In chap. iii. 7 occur the words-,cant 
Ti/V 0(i)peav TiJ<;; xaptroc; TOV 0eov ; xaptc; being the thing 
given, and O(i)peav pointing out its mode of bestowment. Men 
are saved by grace-rn xaptrl; and that salvation which has 
its origin in grace is not won from God, nor is it wrung from 
Him; " His is the gift." Look at salvation in its origin-it 
is " by grace." Look at it in its reception-it is " through 
faith." Look at it in its manner of conferment-it is a" gift." 
For faith, though an indispensable instrument, docs not merit 
salvation as a reward; and grace operating only through faith, 
does not suit itself to congruous worth, nor single it out as its 
sole recipient. Salvation, in its broadest sense, is God's gift. 
While, then, ,cal rovro seems to refer to the idea contained in 
the participle only, it would seem that in ®eov TO owpov there 
is allusion to the entire clause-God's is the whole gift. The 
complex idea of the verse is compressed into this brief ejacu
lation. The three clauses, as Meyer has remarked, form a 
species of asyndeton-that is, the connecting particles are 
omitted, and the style acquires greater liveliness and force. 
Dissen, Exe. ii. ad Pind. p. 273; Stallbaum, Plato-Grit. 
p. 144. 

-Griesbach places in a parenthesis the entire clause from Kai 

rovro to eE ep"/<,w, connecting the words ?va µiJ ric; KaUXTJCT1]Tat 

with sia rfic; 7r{c;rewc;, but the words OVIC €~ eprywv have an 
immediate connection with the fva-a connection which can
not be set aside. Matthies again joins ov,c e~ eprywv to the 
foregoing clause-" and that not of yourselves; the gift of 
God is not of works." Such an arrangement is artificial and 
inexact. The apostle now presents the truth in a negative 
contrast-

(Ver. 9.} Ov,c e~ eprywv-" Not of works "-the explanation 
of 011,c Jg {;µ&v. The apostle uses Suf with the article before 
w{c;rewc; in the previous verse, but here eE without the article 
before lp,ywv-the former referring to the subjective instru
ment, or causa apprehendens; the latter to the source, and 
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excluding works of every kind and character. 'E" again refe1·s 
to source or cause. Sweighaiiser, Lex. Herodot. p. 192. Sal
vation is by grace, and therefore not of us ; it is through faith, 
and therefore not of works; it is God's gift, and therefore not 
of man's origination. Such works belong not to fallen and 
condemned humanity. It has not, and by no possibility can 
it have any of them, for it has failed to render prescribed 
obedience ; and though it should now or from this time be 
perfect in action, such conformity could only suffice for pre
sent acceptance. How, then, shall it atone for former delin
quencies? The first duty of a sinner is faith, and what 
merit can there be where there is no confidence in God? 
" Without faith it is impossible to please Hi,m." The theory 
that represents God as having for Christ's sake lowered the 
terms of His law so )s to accept of sincere endeavours for 
perfect obedience, is surely inconsistent in its commixture of 
merit and grace. For if God dispense with the claims of His 
law now, why not for ever-if to one point, why not altogether 
-if to one class of creatures, why not to all? On such a 
theory, the moral bonds of the universe would be dissolved. 
The distinction made by Thomas Aquinas between meritum 
em congruo and mel'itum ex condigno, was too subtle to be 
popularly apprehended, and it did not arrest the Pelagian 
tendencies of the medireval church. 

Z'va µr, nr:; !€avx1unTai-" lest any one should boast." 
According to the just view of Riickert, Harless, Meyer, and 
Stier, the conjunction marks design, or is telic; according 
to others, such as Koppe, Flatt, Holzhausen, Macknight, 
Chandler, and Bloomfield, it indicates result-" so as that no 
one may boast." So also Theophylact-To, ryap, 1:'va, oinc 
alno)i.oryir.ov e<rn, a,:X,;\,' €/C TI/'> a:1ro/3a<T€W<; TOV 7rparyµaTO<; ; 

that is, the Z'va is not causal, but eventual in its meaning. 
Koppe suggests as an altemative to give the words an im
perative sense-" Not of works: beware then of boasting." 
Stier proposes that the 1:'va be viewed from a human stand
point, and as indicative of the writer's own purpose; as if the 
apostle had said-" Not of works, I repeat it, lest any one 
should boast." This exegesis is certainly original, as its 
author has indeed mentioned; but it is as certainly unnatural 
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and far-fetched. Macknight has argued, that 7va cannot have 
its telic force for it would represent God as appointing our 

' l b . salvation to be by faith, merely to prev{}nt men s oastmg, 
"which certainly is an end unworthy of God in so great an 
affair•" but this is not a full view of the matter, for the apostle 
does ~ot characterize the prevention of boasting as God's only 
end, but as one of His purposes. For what would boasting 
imply? Would it not imply fancied merit, independence of 
God, and that self-deification which is the very essence of sin? 
A pure and perfect creature has nothing to boast of; for wh.at 
has he that he has not received? "Now, if thou didst receive 
it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?" 
When God purposes to preclude boasting, or even the possi
bility of it, he resolves to effect His design in this one way, 
by filling the mind with such emotions as shall infallibly 
banish it. He furnishes the redeemed spirit with humility 
and gratitude-such humility as ever induces man to confess 
his emptiness, and such gratitude as ever impels him to ascribe 
every blessing to the one source of divine generosity. We 
see no reason, therefore, to withhold from 7va its natural and 
primary sense, especially as in the mind and theology of the 
apostle, event is so often viewed in unison with its source, and 
result is traced to its original design, in the divine idea and 
motive. And truly boasting is effectually stopped. For if 
man be guilty, and being unable to win a pardon, simply 
receive it; if, being dead, he get life only as a divine endow
ment; if favour, and nothing but favour, have originated 
his safety, and the only possible act on his part be that of 
reception; if what he has be but a gift to him in his weak and 
meritless state-then surely nothing can be further from him 
than boasting, for he will glorify God for all. 1 Cor. i. 29-31. 
Ambrosiaster truly remarks-hmc superbia omni peccato nocen
tior, omni genere est elationi's insani'o1·. And further, salvation 
cannot be of ourselves or of works-

(Ver. 10.) Alrrov "fcip eap,€V 7ro{11µ,a-" For we are His 
workmanship." The 7ap has its common meaning. It ren
ders the reason for the statement in the two previous verses. 
It does not signify "yet," as Macknight has it. Others care
lessly overlook it altogether. Nor can we accede to the opinion 
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of Theophylact, Photius, and Bloomfield, that this verse is 
introduced to prevent misconception, as if the meaning were 
-" Salvation is not of works," yet do them we must, "for we 
are His workmanship." rrhis notion does not tally with the 
simple reasoning of the apostle, and helps itself out by an 
unwarranted assumption. Riickert and Meier join this verse 
in thought to the last clause of the preceding one-" No man 
who works can boast, for the man himself is God's wo1·kman
ship." But the apostle has affirmed that salvation is not of 
works, so that such works are not supposed to exist at all; 
and therefore there is no ground of boasting. NOT can we, 
with Harless, view the verse as connected simply with the 
phrase-0eov T(J owpov. We regard it, with Meyer, as designed 
to prove and illustrate the great truth of the 9th verse, that 
salvation is not of works. "B,y grace ye are saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves-not of works, for we are 
His workmanship." Hooker, vol. ii., 601; Oxford, 1841. 

But the terms may be first explained. The apostle changes 
from the second to the first person without any other apparent 
reason than- the varied momentary impulse one yields to in 
writing a letter. The noun 7rofr11-1,a1 as the following clause 
shows, plainly refers to the spiritual re-formation of believers, 
and it is as plainly contrary to the course of thought to give 
it a physical reference, as did Gregory of N azianzum, 'l'ertul
lian, Basil, Photius, and Jerome. The same opinion, modified 
by including also the notion of spiritual creation, is followed 
by Pelagius, Erasmus, Bullinger, Riiekert, and Matthies. 
The process of workmanship is next pointed out-

,cnu0ev-rer; €V Xpun,j, 'l7Ja-ov-ii created in Christ Jesus." 
This added phrase explains and bounds the meaning of 
7ro{7Jµa. The i-eference here is to the Katvi} K-rla-ir; (2 Cor. 
v. 17; Gal. vi. 15), and the form of expression carries us back 
to many portions of the Hebrew prophets, and to the use of 
N~ in Ps. li. 10, and in Ps. cii. 18 (Schoettgen, Harm Hebraicce, 
i. p. 328). See also verse 15 of this chapter. Chrysostom 
adds, with peculiar and appropriate emphasis-€,c -roD µr] lfVTor;, 
elr; -r6 elvat 7rap1x07]µev. Again is it €V Xpia--r,j, 'l7Ja-oD, for 
Christ Jesus is ever the sphere of creation, or, through their 
vital union with Him, men are formed anew, and the spiritual 



EPHESIANS II. 10. 161 

change that passes over them has its best emblem an<l most 
expressive name in the physical crea~ion, ~hen o~t of cha~.~ 
sprang light, harmony, beauty, and hfo. I'he Object of this 
spiritual creation in Christ is declared to be-

e1rl- lnotr;; wya0o'ir;;-" in order to,"· or "for good works." 
This meaning of e1rl may be seen in Gal. v. 13 ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 7. Winer,§ 48 e ,- Kuhner,§ 612; Phrynichus ed-Lobeck, 
p. 474. Palairet, in his Observat. Sac. in Zoe., has given 
several good examples of e7r/ with such a sense. Our enfo·e 
renovation, while it is of God in its origin, and in Christ as 
its medium, has good works for its object. 

Now, as already intimated, we understand this verse as a 

proof that salvation is not of works. For, 1. The statement 
that salvation is of works involves an anachronism. vVorks, 
in order to procure salvation, must precede it, but the good 
works described by the apostle come after it, for they only 
appear after a man is in Christ, believes and lives. 2. The 
statement that salvation is of works involves the fallacy of 
mistaking· the effect for the cause. Good works are not the 
cause of salvation ; they are only the result of it. Salvation 
causes them; they do not cause it. This workmanship of 
God-this creation in Christ Jesus-is their true source, 
implying a previous salvation. Thus runs the well-known 
confessional formula-Bona opera non prcecedunt justificandum, 
sed sequuntur justijicatum. The law says-" Do this and 
live;" but the gospel says-" Live and do this." 3. And 
even such good works can have in them no saving merit, 
for we are His workmanship. Talia non nos efficirnus, says 
Bugenhagen, sed 8piritus Dei in nobi"s; or, as Augustine puts 
it-ipso in nobis et per nos opera11te, merita tua nusquam jactes, 
quia et ipsa tua merita Dei dona sunt. Comment. z"n Ps. cxliv. 
The power and the desire to perform good works are alike 
from God, for they are only fruits and manifestations of divine 
grace in man; and as they are not self-produced, they cannot 
entitle us to reward. Such, we apprehend, is the apostle's 
argument. Salvation is not ef ep"fWIJ j yet it is €7r/, Ep"fOl', 
wya0o'ir,-" in order to good works "-the fruits of salvation 
and acceptance with God, proofs of holy obedience tohns 

. ' 
of the possession of Christ's image, elements of the imita-

M 
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tion of Christ's example, and the indices of that holiness 
which adorns the new creation, and " without which no man 
can see the Lord." Peter Lombard says well~Sola bona 
opera dicenda sunt, quce Jiunt per dilectioneni Dei. But there 
can be no productive love of God where there is no faith in 
His Son, and where that faith docs exist, salvation is already 
possessed. The disputes on this point at the period of the 
Reformation were truly lamentable; Solifidians and Syner
gists battled with mischievous fury: Major arguing that s1J;lva
tion was dependent on good works, and Amsdorf reprobating 
them as prejudicial to it; while Agricola maintained the 
Antinomian absurdity, that the law itself was abolished, and 
no longer claimed obedience from believers. And these 
" good " works are no novelty nor accident-

ol,;; 7rp07JTOtp,a<F€V O Ekcis-, rva Jv avTo'is- 7r€pt7raT~<F(i)f-1,fW

" which God before prepared that we should walk in them." 
The interpretation of this sentence depends upon the opinion 
formed as to the regimen of the pronoun ok. 

1. Some taking the word as a dative, render-" To which 
God hath afore ordained us, in order that we should walk 
in them." Such is the view of Luther, Semler, Zachariae, 
Morns, Flatt, Meier, Bretschneider, and virtually of Fritzsche,1 
Alt,2 and Wahl. But the omission of the pronoun ~µa, is 
fatal to this opinion. The idea, too, which in such a connec
tion is here expressed by a dative, is usually expressed by the 
accusative with Els-. Rom. ix. 23 ; 2 Tim. ii. 21 ; Rev. ix. 7. 

2. Valla, Erasmus, Er. Schmidt, and Riickert give ols- a 
personal reference, as if it stood for l5crnts- ~µwv-" among 
whom God before prepared us."-But the antecedent ~µe'i,, 
is too remote, and the ok appears to agree in gender with 
, > ~ 

fl/ al/Tot',. 

3. Bengel, Koppe, Rosenmiiller, and Baumgarten-Crusius 
take the phrase as a kind of Hebraism, or as a special idiom, 
in which, along with the rnlative pronoun, there is also 
repeated the personal pronoun and the preposition-c~ ,~~
Ev ol, rva 7r€pl7raT~<F(i)f-1,€V €V avrn'ls, 7rp07]Totµ,aaw O ®eel<,. 
But this exegesis is about as intricate as the original clause. 

1 Comment. iu Matt.. iii. 12. 2 Gram. Ling. Graec. N. T. p. 229. 
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4. The large body of interpreters take the al. for lt by 
attraction. Winer § 24, 1. This opinion is simple, the change 
of case by attraction is common, and a similar use of Zva is 
found in John v. 36. So the V ulgate- Quw prceparavit. 

5. Acting upon a hint of Bengel's, Stier suggests that the 
verb may be taken in a neuter or intransitive sense, as the 
simple verb thus occurs in 2 Chron. i. 4, and in Luke ix. 52. 
Could this exegesis be fully justified, we should be inclined 
to adopt it-" For which God has made previous preparation, 
that we should walk in them." The fourth opinion supposes 
the preparation to belong to the works also, but in a more 
direct form---.:.the works being prepared for our performance of 
them. In this last view, the preparation refers more to the 
persons~reparation to enable them to walk in the works. 
The fquyth interpretation is the best grammatically, and the 
meaning of the phrase, "which God has before prepared," 
seems to be-" in•rder that we should walk in those works," 
they have been prescribed, defined, and adapted to us. 

It is wrong to ignore the wpo in wpor,Toiµaaw, as is done 
by Flatt and Baumgarten-Urusius. Wisdom ix. 8; Philo, De 
Opif. § 25. Nor can we, with Augustine, De Wette, and 
Harless, give the verb the same meaning as 7rpoopitew, or 
assign it, with Koppe and Rosenmiiller, the sense of velle or 
jubere; Harless saying that it is used of things as the verb 
last referred to is used of persons, but without sufficient proof; 
and Olshausen supposing that the two verbs differ thus-that 
1rpoETotµ,&,setv refers to a working of the divine eternal will 
which is occupied more with details. Perhaps the difference 
is more accurately brought out in this way :-wpooptsew marks 
appointment or destination, in which the end is primarily kept 
in view, while in wpoeTotµasew the means by which the end is 
secured are specially regarded as of divine arrangement, the 
7rpo re~ing to a period anterior to that implied in 1'Ttu0evT€<;. 

We cou!d not walk in these works unless they had been pre
pared for us. And, therefore, by prearranging the works i11 
their sphere, character, and suitability, and also by preordaining 
the law which commands, the inducement or appliances which 
impel, and the creation in Christ which qualifies and empowers 
us, God hath shown it to be His purpose, that "we should 
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walk in them." Tersely does Bengel say, ambularemus, non 
&alvaremur aut viveremus. These good works, though they 
do not secure salvation, are by God's eternal purpose essen
tially connected with it, and are not a mere offshoot ac~ident
ally united to it. Nor are they only joined to it correctionally, 
as if to counteract the abuses of the doctrine that it is not of 
works. The figure in the verb 7rEpi7raTl,uwµ,ev is a Hebraism 
occurring also in ver. 2. See under it. Tit. ii. 14, iii. 8. 
Though in such works there be no merit, yet faith shows its 
genuineness by them. Jn direct antagonism to the Pauline 
theology is the strange remal'k of Whitby-" that these works 
of righteousness God bath prepared us to walk in, are condi
tions requisite to make faith saving." The same view in 
substance has been elaborately maintained by Bishqp Bull in 
.his Harmoni"a Apostolica. Works, vol. iii. ed. Oxford, 1827. 
Nor is the expression less unphilosophical. Works cannot 
impart any element to faith, as they are not..of the same nature 
with it. The saving power of faith consists in its acceptance 
and continued possession of God's salvation. Works only 
prove that the faith we have is a saving faith. And while 
Christians are to abound in works, such works are merely 
demonstrative, not in any sense supplemental in their nature. 
K ' ' ' 0 ' " ' ~ ,, " ' " ' ~ (Th h 1 t) . ai €/€nu r;<; ovK wa apY[J,, a""" wa ep"fa.,,n eop y ac . 
But the Council of Trent-Bess. vi. cap. 16-declares "that 
the Lord's goodness to all men is so great that He will have 
the things which are His own gifts to be their merits" -ut 
eorum velit e.~se mert"ta q_uw sunt ipsius dona. See Hare, Mission 
of the Comforter, i. 35P. 

(Ver. 11.) The second part of the epistle now commences, 
in a strain of animated address to the Gentile portion of the 
church of Christ in Ephesus, bidding them remember what 
they had been, and realize what by the mediation of Christ 
they had now become- • · 

!:lto µv'l}µ,ovev12Te-H "\Vherefore remembe1·." The reference 
has a further aspect than to the preceding verse-SuS com
mencing the paragraph, as in Rom. ii. 1, and in this epistle, 
iii. rn, iv. 25; though in some other places it winds up a para
graph, as in 2 Cor. xii. 10; Gal. iv. 31. These things being 
so, and such being the blessings now enjoyed by them, lest 
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any feeling of self-satisfaction should spring up within them, 
they were not to forget their previous state and character. 
This exercise of memory would deepen their humility, elevate 
their ideas of divine grace, and incite them to ardent and 
continued thankfulness. The apostle honestly refers them to 
their previous Gentilism. Remember-

on 'll'OTe vµi(i<; Ta il0v7J EV uapx:1-" that ye, once Gentiles 
in the flesh." "OvTE<; is understood by some, and ?]Tf by 
others ; but of such a supplement there is no absolute need 
-the construction being repeated emphatically afterwards. 
'l'he article Tlt before e0VTJ signifies a class, and it is omitted 
before lv uapx:{ to indicate the closeness of idea. "E0V7J
o'i,-has a special meaning attached to it. Not only were 
they for\igners, but they were ignorant and irreligious. Matt. 
xviii. 1 f If il0117J simply signified non-Israelites, then they 
were so still, for Christianity does not obliterate difference of 
race; but the word denotes men without religious privilege, 
and in this sense they were 71'oTJ-once-heathen. But their 
ethnical state no longer existed. Some render lv uapx:{

" by natural descent," as Bucer, Grotius, Estius, Stolz, and 
Kistmacher. This meaning is a good one, but the last clause 
of the verse points to a more distinct contrast. Am brosiaster, 
Zanchius, Crocius, Wolf, and Holzhausen take the term in its 
theological sense, as if it signified corrupted nature; but x:aTa 

uapx:a would have been in that case the more appropriate 
idiom. Jerome supposes the phrase to stand in opposition to 
an implied l.v 'll'VEvµ,a-n. But the verse itself decides the 
meaning, as Drusius, Calvin, Beza, Rollock, Bengel, Riickert, 
Harless, Olshausen, Meyer, De Wette, and Stier rightly sup
pose. Natural Israel was so-J v uap,d; the Gentiles were 
also so-l.v uapx:{, Col. ii. 13. Both phrases have, therefore, 
the same meaning, and denote neither physical descent nor 
corrupted nature, but simply and literally " in flesh." The 
absence of the " seal" in their flesh proved them to be Gen
tiles, as the presence of it showed the Jews to be the seed .of 
Abraham. If Jv uapx:l denoted natural descent, then the 
fact of it could not be changed. Heathens, and born so, 
they must be so still, but they had ceased to be heathen on 
their introduction into the kingdom of God, The worlrl 
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beyond them, whose flesh had been unmarked, was on that 
account looked down upon by the Jews, and characterized as 
nt e8v7J. The apostle now explains his meaning more fully-

ol )l.ey6µevo£ • A1'po{3v,nta-" who are called the U ncircum
cision." The noun aKpo/3vrnla is, according to Fritzsche (on 
Romans ii. 26), an Alexandrian corruption for a,cp01rou8ta. 
This term has all the force of a proper name, and no article 
precedes it. Middleton, Greek A.rt. p. 43. It was, on the part 
of the Jews, the collective designation of the heathen world, 
and it stigmatized it as beyond the pale of religious privilege. 
Gen. xxxiv. 14; Lev. xix. 23; J udg. xiv. 3; 1 Sam. xiv. 6; 
Isa. lii. 1; Ezek. xxviii. 10. And the Gentiles were so 
named-'r:nz-

inro 7T/'- )l.eryoµev7J-. ITep£Toµij-.-" by the so-called Circum
cision "-this last also a collective epithet. This was the 
national distinction on which the Jews flattered themselves. 
Other Abrahamic tribes, indeed, were circumcised, but the 
special promise was-" In Isaac shall thy seed be called." 
The next words-Ev rrap,ct xe1po7ro£~Tov-" hand-made in the 
flesh/' as a tertiary predicate, do not belong to )l.eryoµEV'f/'-• "In 
the flesh made by hands " was no portion of their boasted 
name, but the phrase is added by the apostle, and the Syriac 
rightly renders it-• J~ J.;;=.:,'l ~ m..~J~-" and it is 
a work of the hands in the flesh." He cannot, as Harless and 
Olshausen remark, be supposed to undervalue the rite of cir
cumcision, for it was signum sanctitatis. Indeed his object in 
the next verses is to show, that the deplorable condition of the 
Gentiles was owing to their want of such blessings as were 
enjoyed by the chosen seed. Still, the apostle, by the words 
now referred to, seems to intimate that in itself the rite is 
nothing-that it is only a symbol of purity, a mere chirurgical 
process, which did not and could not secure for them eternal 
life. Rom. ii. 28, 29; Gal. v. 6; Philip. iii. 3; Col. ii. 11, 
iii. 11. The word is used in a good sense in Acts x. 45, 
xi. 2; Rom. xv. 8; Gal. ii. 7, 8, 9; Col. iv. 11; Tit. i. 10. 
The apostle alludes mentally to the "true circumcision" made 
without hands, which is not "outward in the flesh," and which 
alone is of genuine and permanent value. Remember-

(Ver. 12.) "On 17Te T,j, ,caip,j, EKefv'f' xwpl-. XptO'Tov-" That 



EPHESIANS II. 12. 167 

at that time ye were without Christ." The preposition Jv is 
of doubtful authority, and is r~jected by Lachmann and 
Tischendorf. Kiihner, § 569; Winer, § 31, 9 b. External 
authority, such as that of A, B, D1, F, G, is against it, though 
the Pauline usage, as found in Rom. iii. 26, xi. 5 ; 1 Cor. 
xi. 23; 2 Cor. viii. 13, &c., seems to be in its favour. The 
reference in the phrase-" at that time," is to the period of 
previous Gentilism. The conjunction 5n resumes the thought 
with which the p1·eceding verse started, and Trj, Katpf, points 
back to 'TT'OTe. The verb ijTe, as De Wette suggests, and as 
Lachmann points, may be connected with the participle a:rrri'Jl..

"11.oTptroµhot-" that at that time, being without Christ, ye 
were excluded from theocratic privileg<ils." Ellicott and 
Alford call this construction harsh, and make EV Xpunf, a 
predicate. We will not contend for the construction, but we do 
not see such harshness in it. In this syntactic arrangement, 
xropk Xpt<TTov would give the reason why they were aliens 
from the Hebrew commonwealth. Xropk Xpta-Tov corresponds 
to EV Xpta-Trp l17a-ov in ver. 13.1 ~ut in what sense was the 
Gentile world without Christ? According to Anselm, Calo
vius, Flatt, and Baumgarten-Crusius, the phrase means
" without the knowledge of Christ." Olshausen, Matthies, 
and Riickert connect with the words the idea of the actual 
manifestation and energy of the Son of God, who dwelt among 
the ancient people prior to His incarnation. Koppe, Meyer, 
and Meier give this thought prominence in their interpreta
tion-" without any connection with Christ "-an exegesis, 
in an enlarged form, adopted by Stier. De W ette .rightly 
gives it-" without the promise of Christ," and in this he has 
followed Calvin, Bucer, Bullinger, and Grotius. Harless 
takes it as a phrase concentrating in its two words the fuller 

1 Accprding to Tittmann (De Synon, p. 94), '""" Xe•~T•ii would be only-Chri.st 
was not with you; but X"'cl, Xg,vT•• is-ye were far from Christ, x.,ef, referring to 
the subject as separate from the object. Not to contradict this refinement, we might 
add, that oi,ev, allied to in, un, o"1rze, might, in a general sense, signify privation; 
but X"'I;, marka that privation as caused by separation. The Gentiles are viewed 
as being not merely without Him, but far away from Him. Their relation to Him 
is marked by a great intervaJ-x.,efr. But, as Ellicott says, "this distinction must 
be applied with caution, when it is remembered that X"'ei, is used forty times in the 
New Testament, and """ only three times." 
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exposition of itself given in the remaining clauses of the verse. 
Now it is to be borne in mind, that the apostle's object is to 
describe the wretched state of Gentilism, especially in contrast 
with Hebrew theocratic privilege. The Jewish nation had 
Christ in some sense in .which the Gentiles had Him not. It 
had the Messiah-not Jesus indeed-but the Christ in promise. 
He was the great subject-the one glowing, pervading promise 
of their inspired oracles. But the Gentiles were "without 
Christ." No such hopes or promises were made known to 
them. No such predictions were given to them, so that they 
were in contrast to the chosen seed-" without Christ." The 
rites, blessings, commonwealth, and covenants of old Israel 
had their origin in this promise of Messiah. On the other 
hand, the Gentiles being without Messiah, were of necessity 
destitute of such theocratic blessings and institutions. Such 
seems to be the contrast intended by the apostle. In this 
verse lie says--xoopti;- Xpunov, as Xpurr6i;- was the official 
designation embalmed in promise; but he says in ver. 13-
Jv Xpurrrp l'l'}a-ov, for the. Messiah had appeared and had 
actually become Jesus. 

&w'l'}),,,"J,,,orptooµ,€vot riji;- wo),,,trELai;- rov 'Ia-pah"J,,,-" being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel." The first thing to be 
examined is what is meant by the 7ro),,,irEla rov 'fopah),,,. The 
conversati"o (referring, it may be, to citizen-life) of the V ul
gate, Jerome, Theophylact, Vatablus, and Estius, is not to 
be thought of. As Israel was the theocratic appellation 
of the people, the 7ro),,,irE{a is so far defined in its meaning. 
It does not signify mere political right, as Grotius and 
Rosenmiiller secularize it ; nor does it denote citizenship, 
or the right of citizenship, as Luther, Erasmus, Bullinger, 
Beza, and :Michaelis understand it. Though Aristotle defines 
the word-rwv rhv w6),,,iv olKOIIVT(J)V ragii;- Ttr;, yet it often 
denotes the state or commonwealth itself, especially when 
followed, as here, by a possessive or synonymous genitive 
containing the people's name. Poli"t. iii. 1 ; Xenophon, 1viemo
rabi'lia, ii. 1, 13 ; 2 :Maccabees iv. 11, viii. 17, &c. " The 
commonwealth of Israel" is that government framed by God, 
in which religion and polity were so conjoined, that piety 
and loyalty were synonymous, and to fear God and honour 
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the king were the same obligation. The nation was, at the 
same time, the only church of God, and the archives of the 
country were also the records of its faith. Civil and sacred 
were not distinguished; municipal immunity was identical 
with religious privilege; and a spiritual meaning was attached 
to dress and diet, as well as to altar and temple. And this 
entire arrangement had its origin and its form in the grand 
national characteristic-the promise of Messiah. The Gen
tiles had not tha. Messiah, and therefore were not included in 
such a commonwealth. This negation is expressed by the 
strong term a'Tr'T}A)l.,OTpUJJ}J-EVOl, Eph. iv. 18; Col. i. 21; Ezek. 
xiv. 7; Hos. ix. 10; Hornberg, Parer,qa, p. 291; Krebs, Ob
servat. p. 326. The contrast is uvµ,7ro).,'i,rai in the 19th verse. 
The verb itself is used by Josephus to denote a sentence of 
eipatriation or outlawry. Antiq. xi. 4. May not the term 
imply a previous condition or privilege, from which there 
has been subsequent exclusion? Harless and Stier, led by 
Bengel in his note on iv. 18, hold this view. Historically, 
this interpretation cannot be maintained, indeed, as the Gen
tiles never were united with the actual theocracy. But if the 
term TrOA-tTela be used in an ideal sense, as Riickert thinks, 
meaning eine wahrhaft gottliche Regierung-a a true Divine 
government "-then the exegesis may be adopted. Olshausen 
finds this notion in the form of the word itself, for the heathen 
are not simply &XXoTploi but a7r1JAA-0Tptwµ,€vo1,-men who had 
been excluded from the Hebrew commonwealth. Chrysostom 
notices the word, and ascribes to it 7T'OA-A-'f/ lµq;auv;;. National 
distinction did not, indeed, exist in patriarchal times, but by 
the formation of the theocracy the other races of men were 
formally abalienated from Israel, and no doubt their own 
vices and idolatry justified their exclusion. And therefore 
they were destitute of religious privilege, knowledge of God, 
modes of accepted worship, enjoyment of Divine patronage 
and protection, oracle and prophet, priest and sacrifice. And 
still more awful-

Kat gevot Twv oia0'1JKWv TTJ<; ETra'Y"/e).,{a.--" and strangers 
from the covenants of the promise "-covenants having the 
promise as their distinctive possession, and characterized by 
it. The collocation of the words forbids the exeO'esis of 

0 
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Anselm, Ambrosiaster, a-Lapide, Estius, Wetstein, and Gran
ville Penn,1 who join the two last terms to the following clause 
-" having no hope of the promise." The term oia0fjKat is 
used in the plural, not to show that there were distinct cove
nants, but to indicate covenants often renewed with the chosen 
people-the Mosaic covenant being a re-ratification of the 
Abrahamic. Rom. ix. 4. It is erroneous, then, either to say, 
with Elsner and Wolf, that the plural merely stands for the 
singular; or to affirm that the two tables of the law are referred 
to; or to suppose, with Harless and Olshausen, that the cove
nant mad1;1 with the Jewish people by Moses is alone the 
point of allusion. The covenant founded with Abraham, 
their great progenitor, and repeated to hi,i children and their 
offspring, was at length solemnly confirmed at Mount Sinai. 
'rhat voµ,o0e<rta succeeds ota0fjKat in Rom. ix. 4, is no 
argument against the idea that there was a covenant in the 
Mosaic law. Stier restricts the covenants to those made 
with the fathers, and denies that the transactions at Mount 
Sinai were of the nature of a covenant. But the cove
nant was bound up in the Sinaitic code, and ratified by 
the blood of sacrifice, when Moses formally sprinkled " the 
book and all the people." The covenant was made with 
Abraham, Gen. xii. 3, xxii. 18 ; with Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 3; 
with Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 13; with the people, Exod. xxiv. 8; 
and with David, 2 ,jam. vii. 12. See also Jer. xxxi. 31-34; 
Mal. iii. 1 ; Rom. xi. 27. The use of the plural was common. 
Sirach xliv. 11 ; Wisd. xviii. 22 ; 2 Mace. viii. 15. And 
when we look to this covenant in its numerous repetitions, we 
are at no loss to understand what is meant by " the promise" 
-the article being prefixed. The central promise here marked 
out by the article was the Messiah, and blessing by Him. That 
promise gave to these covenants all their beauty, appropriate
ness, and power. "Covenants of the promise" are therefore 
covenants containing that signal and specific announcement of 
an incarnate and triumphant Redeemer. To such covenants 
the heathen were strangers-~evoi. This adjective is followed 
by a genitive, not ,as one of quality, but as one of negative 

1 Annotations to the Books of the New Covenant, in Zoe. 
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possession. Bernhardy, p. 171. Or see Matthiae, § 337; 
Scheuerlein, § 18, 3 a. Thus Sophocles, (Edip. Tyr. 219-
fevo~ rov )./yyou. 'l'his second clause represents the effect of 
the condition noted in the former clause-not only gives a 
more special view of it, as Harless too restrictedly says, but 
it also depicts the result. Being aliens from the theocracy, 
they were, eo ipso, strangers to its glorious covenants and 
their unique promise. The various readings in the MSS. 
are futile efforts to solve apparent difficulties. Another fea
ture was-

e"A,7r{oa µ,~ EXOVT€~-"not having hope." The subjective 
negative particle p,l'J, so often employed with a participle, 
shows the dependence of this clause on those preceding it. 
Winer,§ 55, 5; Kuhner,§ 715; Hartung, vol. ii. pp. 105-130; 
Gayler. It is an erroneous and excessive restriction to confine 
this h~pe to that of the resurrection, as is done by Theophylact, 
from a slight res~mblance to 1 Thess. iv. 13. Neither can 
we limit it to eternal blessing, with Bullinger, Grotius, and 
Meier; nor to promised good, with Estius ; nor to the redemp
tion, with Harless. 'EX7rt~, having the emphasis from its 
position and without the article, has the wide and usual sig
nificance which belongs to it in the Pauline epistles. Thus 
Wycliffe-" not having hope of biheest." The Ephesians 
had no hope of any blessing which cheers and comforts, no 
hope of any good either to satisfy them here, or to yield 
them eternal happiness. They had hope of nothing a sinner 
should hope for, of nothing a fallen and guilty spirit writhes 
to get a glimpse of, of nothing which the "Israel of God" 
so confidently expected. Their future was a night without 
a star. 

Kai a8eot-" and without God "-not "atheists" in the 
modern sense of the term, for they held some belief in a supe
rior power; nor yet antitheists, for many were " feeling after 
the Lord," and their religion, even in its polytheism, was 
proof of an instinctive devotion. The word is indeed used of 
such as denied the gods of the state, by Cicero and by Plato 
-IJe Nat. IJeor. i. 23; Opera, vol. ii. p. 311, ed. Bekker, 
Lond. ; but it is also employed by the Greek tragedians as an 
epithet of impious, or, as we might say, "godless" men. It 
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occurs also in the sense "without God's help," as in Sopho
cles, <Edipus Tyrannus, 661 :-

, E'l!"ti &B,oe &p1AOG O 'rl 1r!iµ,a-rov 
, OAOl{J,<J.,V .... 

" Since I wish to die godless, friendless," &c. 

Perhaps the apostle uses the term in this last sense-not so 
much without belief in God, as without any help from Him. 
'l'hough the apostle has proved the grovelling absurdity of poly
theism and idolatry, and that the Gentiles sacrificed to demons 
and not to God, he never brands such blind worshippers as 
atheists. Acts xvii. 23; Rom. i. 20-25 ; 1 Cor. x. 20. Theo
doret understands by the phrase lp17µm 0€07.vwrrla,;-" devoid 
of the knowledge of God;" and the apostle himself uses the 
phrase ovtc ElMi-e<; 0E6v, Gal. iv. 8. Compare 1 Thess. iv. 5; 
2 John 9. The Gentile world were without God to counsel, 
befriend, guide, bless, and save them. In this sense they were 
godless, having no one to cry to, to trust in, to love, praise, 
and serve; whereas Jehovah, in His glory, unity, spirituality, 
condescension, wisdom, power, and grace, was ever present 
to the thinking mind and the pious heart in the Israelitish 
theocracy, and the idea of God combined itself with daily 
duty as well as with solemn and Sabbatic service. 

Jv i-cp ,corrµ,rp-" in the world." The connection of this 
clause has been variously understood. Koppe refers it to the 
entire verse ; and the view of Calovius is similar. Such an 
interpretation is a mere nihility, and utters no additional 
idea. Storr ( Opuscula .Academi'ca, iii. p. 304) paraphrases 
-In his tflrris versabimini; and Flatt renders-" Ye were 
occupied with earthly things, and had mere earthly hopes." 
CEcumenius, Matthies, and Meier understand the clause-of 
an ungodly life. Olshausen and Stier explain-" in this 
wicked world in which we have so pressing need of a sure 
hope, and of a firm hold on the living God." Riickert wan
ders far away in his ingenuity-" In the world, of which the 
earth is a part, and which is under God's government, ye 
lived without God, separated from God." Bloomfield takes 
the phrase as an aggravation of their offence-" to live in. 
a world. made by God, and yet not to know Him." But 
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we are inclined to take ev rep Koa-µ<p as a separate epithet, and 
we would not regard it simply as-inter croteros homines 
pravos. According to Stier and Pa.ssavant, these terms crown 
the description with the blackness of darkness-" the sin of 
sins1 death in death," and they regard it as in apposition with 
ev a-ap,cl. Schutze intensifies it by his translation-in per
ditorum hominum sentina. With Harless and Calovius, we 
regard ev rep ,coa-µ,<p as standing in contrast to the 7ro).ire{a. 
The Koa-µo~ is the entire region beyond the 7roAtre{a, and, as 
such, is dark, hostile, and under Satan's dominion, and, as the 
next verse mentions, it is "far off." The phrase then may 
not qualify the clause immediately before it, but refer to the 
whole description, and mark out the sad position of ancient 
Heathendom. ii. 2. And all their misery sprang from their 
being "without Christ." Being Christless, they are described 
in regular gradation as being churchless, hopeless, godless, 
and homeless. 

(Ver. 13.) N vvl o~, ev Xpia-rep l'l}<FOv-" But now, in Christ 
Jesus." The apostle now reverses the picture, and exhibits 
a fresh and glowing contrast. N vv{ is in contrast to ev rep 
Kaip<p €,cE{vrp. The present stands in opposition to the past
U. 'Ev Xpia-rep I'l}a-ov is also the joyous contrast to the pre
vious dark and melancholy xwpl~ Xpta-rov. Once apart from 
Messiah, from the very idea and hope of Him, they were now 
in Him-in Him, not only as Messiah, but as ~-iessiah em
bodied in the actual Jesus of Nazareth. And the phrase 
stands to this entire verse as xwpt<; Xpta-rov does to the verse 
in which it occurs. It states adverbially the prime ground or 
reason of the subsequent declaration. But "now in Christ 
Jesus," that is, ye being in Christ Jesus; though there is no 
reason to espouse the opinion of Luther, Calvin, Harless, and 
Stier, and supply livre, to supplement the construction. We 
understand the apostle thus: But now--through your union 
to Christ Jesus-

'l"nr/ ,1 \ ,,, '0" h vµ£t, oi 7rore ovre, µaKpav, eryryv, E"ffV?"/ rtT£- ye, w o 
sometime were far off, became nigh. Lachmann reads-eryev~-
0'l}rf e,yyv,, but without sufficient authority. The adverbs, 
µa,cp&v and E"fryv,, had a literal and geographical meaning 
under the old dispensation. Isaiah I vii. 19; Daniel ix. 7 ; 
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Acts ii. 39. The presence of Jehovah was enjoyed in His 
temple, and that temple was in the heart of J udrea, but the 
extra-Palestinian nations were "far off" from it, and this 
actual measurement of space naturally became the symbol of 
moral distance.1 Israel was near, but non-Israel was remote, 
and would have remained so but for Jesus. His advent and 
death changed the scene, and destroyed the wide interval, as the 
apostle shows in the subsequent verses. They who had been 
"aliens from the commonwealth of Israel," were now incor
porated into the spiritual community, were partakers of "a 
better covenant established on better promises," were filled 
with" good hope through grace," knew God, or rather" were 
known of God," and were no longer "jn the world," but of 
the "household of God." The Gentile Christians enjoyed 
spiritually all that was characteristic of the Hebrew theocracy. 
As the "true circumcision," they were "near," spiritually 
as near as the Israelites whom a few steps brought to the 
temple, altar, and Shechinah. The apostle; having described 
the position of the Ephesian converts as being in Christ Jesus, 
next alludes to the means by which this nearness was secured, 
and the previous distance changed into blessed propinquity-

ev T<p a'tµ,an TOV Xpt<FTov-" in the blood of Christ." 
Compare i. 7, where Ua is employed with a difference of view. 
The proper name, more emphatic than the simple pronoun, 
is repeated. The preposition ev is sometimes used instrument
ally. Winer, § 48 a. Still, in such a usage, the power to 
produce the effect is supposed to dwell in the cause. That 
power which has changed farness into nearness, resides in the 
blood of Christ, or as Alford says, but not very precisely
" the blood is the symbol of a faith in which your nearness to 
God consists." Their being in Jesus was, moreover, the 
reason why the blood of Christ had produced such an effect 
on them. How it does so is explained in the next verses. 
The apostle's object is to show that by the death of Christ 

1 Wetstein (in loco) and Schoettgen (p. 761) have illustrated by a variety of 
examples the modes of Jewish speech on this subject. The Jewish religionists 
sµeak of themselves as nea,·, and of the heathen as remote, and when a man was 
made a proselyte he was said "to be brought near;" thus, 1n·opinquum faeei•e, 
equivalent to pros,lytm" jhcere. 
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the exclusiveness of the theocracy was abolished, that Jew and 
Gentile, by the abrogation of the Mosaic law, are placed on 
the same level, and that both, in the blood of Christ, are recon
ciled to God. 

The following passage is magnificent in style as well as 
idea. No wonder that the pious taste of Bengel has written 
- Ipso verborum tenore et quasi rhythmo canticum imitatur :-

(Ver. 14.) Airro<; ,yap E<TTW felp'l}V'TJ i;µwv-" For He is our 
peace." I'ap introduces the reason of the previous statement. 
There is peculiar force in the avro:;. It is not simply " He," 
but "He himself"-" He truly," or "He and none other." 
Winer, § 22, 4. The i;µwv cannot, as Locke supposes, refer 
to converted Gentiles, but to Jew and Gentile alike. In its 
widest sense, as this paragraph teaches, "Christ is the peace," 
and not merely peacemaker ; the Author of it, for He "makes 
both one," and "reconciles them to God;" the Basis of it, for 
He has "abolished the enmity in His flesh," and "by His 
cross;" the Medium of it, for "through Him we both have 
access to the Father;" and the Proclaimer of it, for " He 
came and preached peace." For such reasons Paul may have 
used the abstract personified form-elp17v,,,. "He himself," 
says Olshausen, followed by Stier, "in His essence is peace." 
Yet we question if this be the apostolic idea, for the apostle 
illustrates in the following verses, not the essence, but the 
operations of Qhrist .. This peace is now stated by the inspired 
writer to be peace between Jew and Gentile viewed as anta
gonist rnces, and peace between them both united and God. 
The first receives fullest illustration, as it fell more imme
diately within the scope of the apostle's design. Gentiles are 
no longer formally excluded from religious privilege and 
blessing, and Jewish monopoly is for ever overthrown. And 
it is Christ--

o 'Tl"Ot'l}<Ta<; Ti± aµq,orepa ~v-" who made both one." The 
participle is modal in sense, and ri± aµcporepa are clearly the 
two races, Jew and Gentile, and not, as Stier and others main
tain, man and God also. The words are the abstract neuter 
(Winer, § 27, 5), and in keeping also is the following 
adjective ev. Jew and Gentile are not changed in race, nor 
amalgamated in blood, but they are " one '' in point of pri-
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vilege and position toward God. The figure employed by 
Ohrysostom is very striking:-" He does not mean that He 
has elevated us to that high dignity of theirs, but He ha~ 
raised both us and them to one still hig·her. I will 
give you an illustration. Let us imagine that there are two 
statues, one of silver and the other of lead, and then that both 
shall be melted down, and the two shall come out gold. So 
thus He has made the two one." And this harmony is 
effected in the following way-

,cal 'TO JJ,f<TOTO£XOV TOV <f,pa,yµov ;\vaw;-" and broke down 
the middle wall of partition "-paries intergerinus. Kai is 
explanatory of the foregoing clause, and p1·ecedes a descrip
tion of the mode in which "both were made one." Winer, 
§ 53, 3 obs. "\J\T e see no reason to take the genitive-Toti 
<f,pa"/µ,ov-as that of apposition; nor could we, with Piscat01'1 

change the clause into TOV <f,pa,yµov 'TOV JJ,€<TOTOlX011. It is, as 
De W ette calls it, the genitive of subject or possession-the 
middle wall which belonged to the fence or was an essential 
part of it. Donaldson, 454, a, a. <Pparµor; does not, however, 
signify" partition;" it rather denotes inclosure. The Mosaic 

. -law was often named by the Rabbms a hedge-l~9· Buxtorf, 
Lex. Talmud. sub voce. What allusion the apostle had in 
µeuoToixov has been much disputed. Dismissing the opinion 
of W agenseil, that it refers to the vail hung np before a royal 
or a bridal chamber; and that of Gronovius, that it signifies 
such partitions as in a l~rge city, inhabited by persons of 
different nations, divide their respective boundaries, very much 
as the Jewish Ghetto is walled off in European capitals-we 
may mention the popular view of many interpreters, that the 
allusion is to the wall or parapet which in Herod's temple 
severed the ·court of the Jews from that of the Gentiles. The 
Jewish historian records that on this wall was inscribed the 
prohibition-µJ, 0€bV a,).,;\o<f,v)wv EVTO<; 'TOV a"/Lov 7rap"e'ivai. 
Joseph. Antiq. xv. 11; Bellum Jnd. v. 2. Such is the idea of 
Anselm, vVetstein, Holzhausen, Bengel, and Olshausen. Tyn
dale translates-" The wall that was a stop bitwcne vs." The 
notion is quite plausible, but nothing more; for, 1. There is 
no proof that such a wall ever rnceived this appellation. 
2. That wall described by Josephus was an unauthorized 
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fence or separation. There was another wall that separated 
even the Jewish worshippers from the court of the priests. 
3. Nor could the heathen party in the J<~phesian church be 
supposed to be conversant with the plan of the sacred fane in 
Jerusalem. 4. And the allusion must have been very inap
posite, because at the time the epistle was written, that wall 
was still standing, and was not broken down till eight years 
afterwards. So that, with many expositors, we are inclined 
to think that the apostle used a graphic and intelligible figure, 
without special allusion to any part of the architecture of the 
temple, unless perhaps to the vail. But such a primary allu
sion to the vail as Alford supposes is not in harmony at all 
with the course of thought, for it was not a bar between Jew 
and Gentile, but equally one between them both and God, 
and could not be identified with the enmity of race which 
sprang from the ceremonial law, as described in the next 
verse. Any social usage, national peculiarity, or religious 
exclusiveness, which hedges round one race and shuts out all 
others from its feUowship, may be called a "middle wall of 
partition;" and such was the Mosaic law. Avow;--" Having 
pulled down," is a term quite in unison with the figure. 
John ii. 19. Having pulled down-

(Ver. 15.) T~v ex0pav-" To wit, the enmity." These 
words might be governed by Xuaw:; without incongruity, as 
Wetstein has abundantly shown. And perhaps we may say 
with Stier, they are so ; for if they be taken as governed by 
,carapryfJuac;, as in our version and that of Luther, the sentence 
is intricate and confused. Tt;v ex0pav--" the enmity," pro
verbial and well known, is in apposition to fl,€<TOToixov ; 
" having broken down what formed the wall of separation, to 
wit, the hatred." This lx0pa is not in any direct or promi
nent sense hatred toward God, as Chrysostom, 'l'heophylact, 
CEcumenius, and Harless suppose, for it is not the apostle's 
present design to speak of this enmity. His object is to 
show first how Jew and Gentile are reconciled. Some again, 
like Photius and Cocceius, imagine that hatred between Jew 
and Gentile, and also hatred of man to God, are contained in 
the word. This hypothesis only complicates the apostle's 
argument, which is marked by precision and simplicity. The 

N 
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arguments advanced by Ellicott in defence of this hypothesis 
are not satisfactory; for the phrases-" who hath made both 
one," " wall of partition," "law of commandments," or 
Mosaic code-plainly refer to the position of Jew and Gen~ 
tile, and reconciliation with God is afterwards and formally 
introduced. At the same time, the idea of enmity towards God 
could not be absent from the apostle's mind, for this enmity 
of race had its origin and tincture from enmity towards God. 
Nor can we accede to the interpretation of Theodoret, Calvin, 
Bucer, Grotius, Meier, Holzhausen, Olshausen, and Cony
beare, who understand by the ;x0pa the ceremonial law, as 
the ground of the enmity between Jew and Gentile. The 
objection of Stier, however, that to represent law as the cause 
of enmity is saying too much, as it leaves nothing for the 
other factor the flesh-is, as Turner says, not very forcible. 
We prefer, with Erasmus, Vatablus, Estius, Riickert, and 
Meyer, to take the term in its plain significance, as the con
trast of elp~v'T/, and as denoting the actual, existing enmity of 
Israel and non-Israel-an enmity of which the ceremonial 
law was the virtual but innocent occasion. It was this hatred 
. which rose like a party wall, and kept both races at a dis
tance. Deep hostility lay in their bosoms ; the Jew looked 
down with supercilious contempt upon the Gentile, and the 
Gentile reciprocated and scowled upon the Jew as a haughty 
and heartless bigot. Ample evidence is afforded of this 
mutual alienation. Insolent scorn of the Gentiles breaks out 
in many parts of the New Testament (Acts xi. 3, xxii. 22; 
1 Thess. ii. 15), while the pages of classic literature show how 
fully the feeling was repaid.1 This rancour formed of neces-

I When Harnan wished to destroy the Jews, he impeached them as a strange 
people whose "laws are diverse from all people." (Esther iii. 8.) Tacit us says:-
1\foyses, quo sibi in poaterum gentem firmaret, novos ritus contrariosque ceteris 
mortalibus indidit. Profana illic omnia qure apud nos sacra. . . . • Cetera 
instituta sinistra, fooda, pravitate valuere. • . . • Apud ipsos fides obstinata, 
misericordia in promptu, sed adversus omnes alios odium. . . . . Projectis
sima ad libidinem gens, alienarum concubitu abstinent, inter se nihil illicitum. 

. . .• Judreorum mos absurdus sordidusque. (His/or. v. 4, 5.) 

And Juvenal sings:-

Nil prreter nu bes, et c-celi nnmen adorant 
Nee di.,:,tare pntant human.a carne :suillam, &e. 
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sity a middle wall of partition, but ,Jesus, who is our peace, 
bath broken it down. The next sentence gives the requisite 
explanation-

ev rfi u-apKt aurnfi TOP voµov TWV EVTOA.WV €V ooryµaatv Karap
,Y1]<Ta,'-" having abolished in His flesh the law of command
ments in ordinances." The course of thought runs thus: 
Christ is our peace. Then there follows first a statement of 
the fact, Jew and Gentile are made one ; the mode of operation 
is next described, for He has quenched their mutual hatred, 
and He has done this in the only effectual way, by removi11g 
its cause-the :'.\fosaic law. The words-ev rfi a-apK!, avrofi 
cannot refer to ex,0pa, as the clause is pointed by Lachmann, 
as Chrysostom and Ambrose quote, and as Bugenhagen and 
Schultess argue, giving u-&pg the sense of kinsfolk-hatred 
existing among his own people; or as Cocceius, who adopts 
that view of the connection, renders-donec appareret in 
carne. Such a construction would require the insertion of 
the article r17v. '!.&pg cannot bear such a meaning here, and 
the enmity, moreover, was not confined to the Jews; it was 
not all on their side. Nor can we, with Theodoret, <:Ecume
nius, Theophylact, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Estius, Ruckert, 
and Matthies, join the phrase to "A.6u-a,-, as it is more natural, 
and in better harmony with the course of thought, to annex 
them to Karapry17a-a,-, as explanatory of the means or manner 
of the abolition. This last opinion is that of Harless, 01s
hausen, Meier, Meyer, and De Wette. $tip[ is Christ's 
humanity, but not that humanity specially in its Jewish 
blood and lineage, as Hofmann contends-as if because He 
died as a Jew, His death secured that participation in His 
kingdom did not depend on Israelitism. Karnpry11u-a,- means 
"having made void"-" having superseded." Rom. iii. 31. 

The phrase TOV voµov TWV €VTOA.WV €V ooryµau-t is a graphic 

Horace sneers at them, too:-

Hodie triceslma. sabhata, vin' tu 
Curtis Judreis oppedere. (Satir. Lib. J. ix. 70.) 

Diodorus Siculus speaks of their institutions as--.~ µ,,rr&.vOff.r.JW«- ,e.«f ~«,&..pop,et,. W11. 
(Lib. xxxiv.) Shakspeare's "Shylock" was the universal picture of a Jew in 
times not very di3tant from our own, and still, alas! the Jew is a '' hissing and a 

proverb.1
' 
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description of the ceremonial law. But the meaning and 
connection of Jv CJO"fp,a<n have been disputed :-I. It has been 
regarded as the means by which the law has been abolished, 
to wit, "by doctrines "-Christian doctrines or precepts. Such 
is the reading of the Arabic and Vulgate, the Syriac being 
doubtful ; and such is the view of Chrysostom, Theodoret, 
'rheophylact, Estius, Zeger, a-Lapide, Bengel, Holzhausen, 
Scholz, and Fritzsche-Disser. ad 2 Cor. p. 168. Wi.ner in his 
third edition proposed this view, but renounced it in the fourth. 
Thus Uhrysostom says-36ryµ,a7a "fttp KaAE'i TrJV ,,rtcrnv. Theo
doret and Theophylact as usual follow him, while CEcumenius 
vindicates the use of the word as applied to Christ's teaching, 
by quoting from the sermon on the m?unt such phrases as "I 
say unto you/' these being proofs of authoritative diction, and 
warranting the truth propounded to be called ooryµa. To this 
theory there are insuperable objections-1. The participle in 
this case would have two connected words introduced alike by 
Jv. 2. The sense given to 36"/µa is wholly unbiblical. A.oryµ,a 
is equivalent to the participial form-To 'SeDo"fµ,evov, and haB 
its apparent origin in the co~mon phrase which prefaced a 
proclamation or statute-eoo~E T<f r.,ar'j, Kai TV fJovr.,fl, In the 
New Testament it signifies decree, and is applied, Luke ii. 1, 
to the edict of Cresar, and in Acts xvii. 7 it occurs with 
a similar reference. But not only does it signify imperial 
statute, it is also the name given to the decrees of the eccle
siastical council in Jerusalem. Acts xvi. 4. It is found too, 
in the parallel passage in Col. ii. 14. In the Septuagint its 
meaning is the same; and in the sense first quoted, that of 
royal mandate, it is frequently used in the book of Daniel. 
To give the term here the meaning of Christian doctrine or 
precept, is to annex a signification which it did not bear till 
long after the age of the apostles. It is finical and out of 
place on the part of Grotius to suppose tliat Paul used a phi
losophical term to describe the tuition of the great Teacher, 
because he might be writing to persons skilled in the idiom 
of philosophical speech. 3. It is not the testimony of Scrip
ture that Jesus by his teaching abolished the ceremonial law, 
but the uniform.declaration is, that the shadowy economy was 
abrogated in His death. 4-. The phrase €V ooryµacri is too 
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general to have in itself such•a direct meaning, and airrov, or 
some distinctive appendage, must have been added, did the 
words bear the sense we are attempting to refute,• 

II.· Harless, Olshausen, and von Gerlach connect ev olryµacn 
with ,cawpry~rTac;, but in a different way. They understand 
iv <>oryµa<n as describing one peculiar phase of the Mosaic law, 
in which phase Jesus abolished it. The phrase is supposed 
by them to represent the commanding aspect of the law, and 
so far as these ooryµaTa are concerned, the law has been abro
gated. "Having abolished as to its ordinances-Satzungen
the law of commandments," that is, the law of commandments 
is still in force, but its ooryµaTa are set aside. In this view 
those scholars were preceded by Crellius-non de tota kge sed 
ejus parte quce dogmata continebat. Von Gerlach understands 
the " condemning power" of the law to be abolished. But it 
is rather of the Levitical than of the moral law, that the 
apostle is speaking. But, surely, to show us that ooryµaTa is 
a part of the voµo,;, the article TOt>' shonld have been prefixed, 
or an adjective should have been added. Besides, the spirit 
of the apostle's doctrine is, that the entire law is abrogated, 
and not a mere section of it. 'rhe whole Mosaic institute was 
fulfilled in the death of Jesus. Hofmann's idea• somewhat 
similar-that Christ has put an end to ooryµam, statutes, 
"Satzungen"-is, as Meyer says, contradicted by many parts 
of the New Testament. Rom. iii. 27; Gal. vi. 2. Nay, out 
of it might be developed an antinomian theory. Gal. iii. 18; 
Col. ii.14. 

III. The correct junction of the phrase ev ooryµa<n is with 
voµov TWV €ZITOA.WV. Had it refened to voµo<; alone, one would 
have expected the article to be repeated-voµov TWV enoXwv Tov 
ev ooryµarTt. This is in general the view of Erasmus, Calvin, 
Beza, Rollock, Bodius, Crocius, and Zanchius in former times, 
and in more recent times of Thcile/ Tholuck, Rlickert, Meier, 
De W ette, Meyer, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Matthies. Wine1·, 
§ 31, 10, note 1. The ceremonial institute is named voµoc;, as 
it was a code sanctioned b,r supreme legislative authority. 
But, as a code, it comprised a prodigious number of minute, 

I Winer's Greik C,ram. § 81, 7, 1, 5th editiOll, E;ceget. Stud, 1, 183. 
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varied, and formal regulations or prescriptions-JvToMl, the 
genitive being that of contents; while the phrase ev oo,yµ,acn 
defines the nature of these ev'To'Aa{, for they were S&,yµ,am
issued under divine sanction, and resting on the immediate 
will of God i and they had constant reference to health, 
business, and pleasure, as well as to divine service. They 
were ordonnances-proclamations in the name of God. In an 
especial sense, the ceremonial institute seemed good to God-:
So,c€i, and it became a oo,yµ,a. It was not a moral law, having 
its origin and basis in the divine nature, and therefore un
changed and unchangeable, binding the loftiest creatures and 
most distant worlds; but a positive law, having its foundation 
simply in the divine will, established for.a period among one 
people, and then, its purpose being served among them, to be 
set aside. Viewed as an organic whole, the Mosaic institute 
was v&µ,oc;-a law; analyzed and looked upon in its separate 
constituents, it was voµ,oc; Jv'ToA.wv ; and when these evToA.al 
are inspected in their essence and authority, they are found to 
be M,yµ,am-to be obeyed, because the divine Dictator waa 
pleased to enjoin them. The article, therefore, is not prefixed 
to ovyµ,acn, which is descriptive of the form and authority 
of those statutory regulations, the phrase representing one 
connected idea. Winer, § 20, 2. The Jv is not to be taken 
for o-vv, as Heinsius and Flatt take it, nor can- it signify 
propter, as Morus renders it. Now, this legal apparatus was 
abolished "in His flesh," that is, in His incarnate state, 
especially by the death which in that state He endured. The 
language of Ambrosiaster is appropriate-legem qum data erat 
Judceis• i·n circumcisione et in neomeniis et in escis et in sacrificiis 
et in sabbatis evacuavit. By the abrogation of the Mosaic 
institute, the ex0pa was destroyed, and the party wall, which 
separated Palestine from the great outfield of the world, laid 
low. Difference of race no longer exists, and Abrahamic dis
tinction is lost in the wider and earlier Adamic descent. 

The apostle now states more fully the purpose of the abro
gation of the old law-

Z'va TO"V<; 8vo JCT{uv ev eavr<fi elc; 61a JCatv6V &v0pc.:nrov
" that He might create the two in Himself into one new 
man." This clause is no mere repetition of the preceding 
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declaration-" vVho hath made both one." It is more special 
and distinctive in its description. The two races are per
sonified, and they are formed not into one man, but into one 
new man. Kawo<; av0pw7rO<, is found elsewhere as an epithet 
descriptive of spiritual change, as in iv. 24; 2 Cor. v. 17; 
Gal. vi. 15; Col. iii. 10. The phrase is very different from 
the novus homo of the Latins, and therefore Wetstein's learned 
array of quotations from Roman _authors is wholly useless. 
And the idea of moral renovation is not to be so wholly 
excluded here as some critics argue. One new man-both 
races being now enabled to realize the trne end of humanity; 
Gentile and Jew not so joined that old privilege is merely 

· divided among them. T_he Gentile is not elevated to the 
position of the Jew-a position which he might have obtained 
by becoming a proselyte under the law; but Jew and Gentile 
together are both raised to a higher platform than the circum
cision ever enjoyed. The Jew profits by the repeal of the 
law, as well as the Gentile. Now he needs to provide no 
sacrifice, for the One victim has bled; the fires of the altar 
may· be smothered, for the Lamb of God has been offered; the 
priest, throwing off his sacred vestments, may retire to weep 
over a torn vail and shattered temple, for Jesus has passed 
through the heaven " into the presence of God for us;" the . 
water of the " brazen sea" may be poured out, for believers 
enjoy the washing of regeneration ; and the lamps of the 
golden candelabrum have flickered and died, for the church 
enjoys the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit. Spi
ritual blessing in itself, and not merely pictured in type, is 
possessed by the Jew as well as the Gentile. The Jew gains 
by the abolition of a law that so restricted him to time, place, 
and typical ceremony in the worship of God. As unity of 
privilege distinguishes both races, and that alike, they are 
formed into one man, and as that unity and privilege are to 
both a novelty, they are shaped into one new man. And this 
metamorphosis is effected e.v lavT/jJ (A, B, F, have avT/jJ)-not 
oi' lavTov, as CEcumenius has it; nor per doct1-inam suam, as 
Grotius paraphrases it ; nor is the phrase synonymous with 
"in His flesh." It signifies in union with Himself, or, as 
Chrysostorn illustrates-" laying one hand on the Jew and 
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the other on the Gentile, and Himself being in the midst.1' 
'l'his harmony of race is effected by the union of both with 
Christ; that is to say, the unconverted Jew and the unbe
lieving Gentile may be, and are, at enmity still, but when 
they are umted to Christ, they both feel the high and novel 
place which His abrogation of the law has secured for them. 
Both are elevated to loftier and purer_ privilege than the old 
theocracy could ever have conferred. 

woirov dp111l'Tlv-'' making peace." This elp11V'T1 must be the 
peace described-peace with Jew and Gentile; not, as Harless 
holds, " peace with God," nor, as Chrysostom takes it, with 
Alford and Ellicott, "peace with God and with one another" 
-wpo'> rov 0eov Kal wpo'> a).).17).ov'>,. for .Peace with God is in 
the order of thought, the formal theme of the next verse, 
although both results spring together from the same work of 
Christ. 'l'he present participle, referring back to avro<,, is 
used, because it does not, like the aorist in the next clause, 
express a reason for the result contained in the Krla-y, but it 
is contemporaneous with it. 'l'he participle covers the entire 
process-abolition of enmity, abrogation of law, and creation 
of the new person; for in the whole of it Jesus is " making 
peace." Scheuerlein, § 3 L, 2 a. There is yet a higher aim-

(V er. 16.) Kat awoKaraXM~ WU', aµ<poTepov<, €V €Vl 
uwµan rrj> ®Eii-" And that He might reconcile the twain 
in one body to God." This verse indicates another and 
separate purpose of the annulment of the law. Not only are 
Jew and Gentile to be incorporated, but both are to be united 
to God. This idea is not, as Olshausen intimates, virtually 
identical with that of the preceding clause. It is a thought 
specifically different, and yet closely united. Indeed the idea 
of the preceding clause to some extent presupposes it. The 
two acts, mutual union and Divine reconciliation, are contem
poraneous. 

The principal difference of opinion regards the phrase-ev Evl 
uwµan; viz. whether it refer to united Jew and Gentile,or to the 
one humanity of Christ. The latter opinion is held by Chry
sostom, Theodoret, Beza, Crocius, Bengel, Riickert, Harless, 
Matthies, and Hofmann, Schrift. ii. 379; but it is untenable. 
For, 1. The order of the words would indicate another meaning 
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-ToVi; aµ<f,oT€povi; ev evt, uroµan-"the two in one body," the 
very truth which the apostle has. been illustrating and enforc
ing. He views the union as effected-does not now say Tovi; 
Mo, but names the united races-the twai'n in one body. The 
€Xi; ,cawo-, &v0ponroi; is viewed as iv uroµa. Photius explains 
't ~ ' ' ~ ' • \ , ' ' ,, "'\ ,, - ' ,I.. ' I -ota µev -rov ev evt uwµan, T']V '1T'poi; a"'"''IJ1WV'> €µ.,,awet 
1tarn'}..Xaryf-Jv. 2. If the phrase refer to Christ's humanity, 
then the words must be understood of that humanity offered 
as an oblation. The meaning would be much the same as 
that of o,.a 'TOV urnvpov, and the same idea would be again 
and again repeated in the paragraph. But, 3. Vvhy should 
Christ's body be c~lled His one body? why attach such an 
epithet to His single humanity? and we should have expected 
an av .. ov to have specified the possessor of the body, even 
though the idea should be-" one body"-they in Him 
enjoying fellowship with God. It appears better, then, to 
adopt the other exegesis, and to take the phrase as meaning 
Jew and Gentile incorporated. Such is the view of CEcume
nius, Pelagius, Anselm, Erasmus, Calvin, Estius, Meier, 
Meyer, Olshausen, De Wette, and Baumgarten-Crusius. 
Besides what we have said in its favour, this idea is in 
harmony with the context, and with what is advanced in the 
next chapter. 1 Cor. xii. 12, 20, 27; Col. iii. 15. In the 
apostle's idiom the phrase is confined to the church; for the 
church in the preceding chapter is affirmed to be His body. 
In that body there is no schism, and though it is made up of 
two different races, it is yet but one body. So that the ev ev'i 
uwµan of this verse is in agreement with €V evl '1T'V€Vµan of 
the 18th verse. 

The action is defined by the verb a7roKam'l-.Xal;7]. The 
double compound is found only in Col. i. 20, 21. The a'1T'6 in 
composition with the verb may either signify "again," as Pas
sow, Harless, Olshausen, and Ellicott affirm, which is perhaps 
doubtful; or it may strengthen the original signification, as 
seen in such words as U'1T'Epryatoµat, chro0111]CTIC©, U,7T'€xro, 
Much has been written on the difference between oiaX'l-.auuro 

and ,ca-ra'l-.?.,auuw. Verbs compounded with our, have often a 
mutuality of signification, but they cease in many instances 
to bear such a distinction. Ka-ra'l-.'l-.auuw is not practically 
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different from otaX}i,duuro, and so Passow holds (sub voce) that 
ICaTa}.,)\,a,r,rro in the middle voice signifies-sich unter einander 
versohnen-" to effect a mutual reconciliation." 1 The radical 
idea is to cause enmity to cease-to make up friendship again ; 
but the mode, time, and form of reconciliation must be learned 
from the context. The meaning of the apostle is not that 
Jew and Gentile have been reconciled into one body by the 
cross. Such, indeed, is the view of CEcumenius, Photius, 
Anselm, Calvin, a-Lapide, and Grotius, but it gives the €V the 
sense of elr;;, and takes away the full force of the dative--rp 
®ecp, making it mean-ut Dea serviant. But T'tJ ®ep, as in 
other passages where the words occur, defines the person with 
whom the reconciliation has been secured, while €V Jvl uwµ,an 

describes the result of a contemporaneous but minor unity 
between the two races. Winer, § 56, 5. It is probable, how
ever, that €V and elr;; were originally one-€v~, like µ,e{r;;-µ,lv. 
Donaldson's New Oratylus, § 170. 

Reconciliation to God is not the removal in the first 
instance of man's enmity toward God, but Jesus reconciles 
us to God by turning away the divine anger from us. As, 
in 1 Sam. xxix. 4, David was supposed to "reconcile himself" 
to his master by doing some feat to secure his favour, so Jesus 
reconciles us to God by the propitiation which He presented 
to God, and through which He is enabled even as a righteous 

1 Tittmann has entered at length into the discussion iu his book on the Syuonymes 
of the New Testament. According to him, Ii, .. ,.;.,.~~., refers to the cessation of 
mutual enmity, and ""'~«nlf~~., is employed in cases where the enmity has existed 
only on one side. The passage which he refers to in Matthew will not bear out, 
such a distinction as he enforces. Matt. v. 23, 24. "If thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee, leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother "-~, .. ,;,.,.,_Y,e, 
~¥ ,.;,,.~,;,. But "be reconciled to thy brother" is plainly not-Cease to be at 

enmity with him, as if you had hated him, and need your own ill-will also to be 
quenched; for the supposition is not "Thou hast ought against thy brother," but 
it is "If thy brother has ought against thee." Be reconciled to him, that is, induce 
him to lay aside his quarrel against thee. At the same time, while such a philo
logical argument may be maintained, it is not the less true that, mutual agreement 
is the result. The phrase-" Thy brother bath ought against thee," implies that 
something had been done justly to offend him, and that, upon explanation or 
apology, his good-will was to be restored. Tholuck (Bergpredigt, p. 192) has well 
exposed the futility ofTittmann's subtle distinction. Usteri, Lehrb. p. 102; Fritzsche, 
Ad Rum. i. p. 27G. 
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God to justify the ungodly. This statement is proved by 
the phrase-Sid Tov cnavpov--for the cross has reconcili
ation to God for its immediate object. Restoration to the 
divine favour is the primary and peculiar work of the great 
High Priest, "who offered Himself without spot to God." 
A sacrifi.ce had al ways reference to the guilt of the offerer, 
and it averted that penalty which a righteous governor might 
justly inflict. Another proof of our position is found in ver. 
18, in which the result of this peace is declared to be "access 
to the Father," which has been created by the blood of the 
atonement. True, indeed, God is love, but the provision of 
an atonement is the glorious expression of it. And His 
government must be upheld in its majesty; for the pardon, 
without any peculiar provision, of all who break a law, is 
tantamount to its repeal. The fact of an atonement seems to 
prove its own necessity. God has shown infinite love to the 
sinner, and infinite hatred to his sin, in the sufferings of the 
cross, so that we tremble at His severity, while we are in the 
arms of His mercy. The justice of the great Lawgiver is of 
unchanging claim and perpetuity. The reader will find in 
Dr. Owen's dissertation on "Divine Justice " 1 many striking 
remarks on the theory that sin might be pardoned by a mere 
act of grace on God's part, apart from any satisfaction to his 
justice-a theory vindicated even by Samuel Rutherford and 
Mr. Prolocutor Twisse. Jew and Gentile are thus reconciled 
to God, and the same act which gives them social unity, con
fers upon them oneness with God, for the abrogation of the 
ceremonial law was in itself the glorification of the moral law,. 
in the presentation of a perfect obedience to it, and in the 
endurance of its penalty. · 

a'lTOICTElva<; T~V €x0pav ev aimp-" having slain the enmity 
in it." The enmity referred to has be.en variously under
stood. But gx0pa cannot exist on God's part, for what He 
feels toward sin is op,y~. That it signifies human enmity 
towards God, is the opinion of many, while others connect 
with this idea also hatred between Jew and Gentile. But if 
our view of the nature of reconciliation be correct, and. we 

1 Works, vol x. p. 495. Edin. 1853, 
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a.gree with Meyer, Olshausen, and De Wette, this last can 
hardly be meant. It is not of man's hatred the apostle speaks, 
but of God propitiated. Besides, the participle d7rol(,T€{var; 

describes an action which precedes that of its verb <i,7roKaTaA
)l.af;,n-" and that, having slain the enmity, He might recon
cile both in one body to God." Bernhardy, p. 382. The 
occurrence of the word ex0pa here is one of Alford's principal 
arguments for giving it the extended sense of enmity toward 
God, as well as enmity between the two races. But the argu
ment will not hold, for-1. The slaying of the enmity being an 
act prior to the reconciliation, refers to the sentiments of the pre
ceding verses-the enmity between Jew and Gentile. 2. The 
word ex0pa has special reference to the phrase-tlv €Vt uwµ,an 
-" and having slain the enmity between them, he might 
reconcile them both in one body unto God." 3. The stress 
1. ' ' ,1,. ' ' • ' ' th t . . ms on Tovr; aµ,'l'oTepovr; €V €Vt uwµ,an- e wa1n a.re 1n one 
body as they are in the act of being reconciled-the previous 
enmity between them being subdued. 4. '11he idea of union 
between the races fills the apostle's mind, as is plain from 
the first half of the following chapter-that is, by the abro
gation of the Levitical law the Gentiles come into a. new 
relationship and new privileges. These the apostle dwells on 
and glories in. 

The V ulgate renders Jv avTlj>-in semet ipso, and Luther 
-in si"ch selbst, with which the reading Jv fovnjj coincides, 
and which is naturally vindicated by such exegets as Bengel, 
Semler, Hofmann, and others, who refer to uwµ,aTt as the 
antecedent, and understand by uwµ,a Christ's humanity. But 
the more natural interpretation is to refer the pronoun to rov 
uTavpov. The Syria.c reads-" and by His cross has slain 
the enmity." The word a11roKT€LVar;, as Grotius suggests, 
seems to ha.ve been employed because the cross referred to 
was an instrument of death. The cross which slew Jesus 
slew this hostility ; His death was the death of that animosity 
which rose up between Israel a.nd non-Israel like a wall of 
separation. 

(Ver. 17 .) Kal l}..,06Jv €V<1f'f'l€AL<ra,o €ip~V11v-" And having 
come He preached peace." " Peace," in this clause, is to be 
taken in its widest acccptation ; tha.t peace which ha.d just 
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been described-peace between Jew and Gentile, and peace 
between both and God. It is an error in Chrysostom to 
restrict it to peace with God, and in Meyer, De Wette, and 
Olshausen apparently, to confine it to peace between the two 
races. The clause plainly carries us back to ver. 14-" for 
He himself is our peace," and the apostle then proceeds to 
explain the two kinds of peace. The following verse also 
proves our view. "For," says the apostle, "we both have 
access to the Father." .And that peace was good tidings, as 
the verb implies. The middle voice was used also by the 
earlier writers. Phrynichus, ed-Lobeck, p. 266. Kat does 
not simply indicate that this clause follows in idea the 
announcement-avT0~ ryi.ip E<T'TW iJ €lp17V7J fJµwv, as if the 
intervening verses were parenthetical in their nature. For 
these intermediate verses expound the starting proposition, 
and the verse before us continues the illustration. Peace 
was first secured, and then · peace was proclaimed. The 
publication of the peace is ascribed to Jesus equally with its 
procurement-Kai e?.06Jv. The notion of Raphelius, Grotius, 
Koppe, and others, that these words are superfluous, is alto
gether an inaccurate and negligent exegesis. The "coming'' 
-!eferred to is plainly not to be restricted to His personal 
manifestation in flesh, as Chrysostom, Anselm, Estius, Holz
hausen, Matthies, and Harless argue, for here it is an event 
posterior to the crucifixion ; as it is a coming to proclaim 
what the death on the cross had secured. Nor can we, with 
Riickert and Bengel, restrict the coming to the resurrection 
of Jesus. As little can we hold the sense realized in our 
Lord's personal preaching, as is the hypothesis of Beza and 
Calovius, for "Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 
only." He illustrated this truth to the Syrophenician woman, 
and His instructions during His life to His apostles were
" Go not into the way of the Gentiles." We would not confine 
the "coming," with Olshausen and :Meyer, to His advent by the 
Spirit; nor, with Calvin, identify it wl1olly with the mission 
of the apostles, for these both are included. Christ brought 
peace to the Ephesian Christians by means of this Spirit in 
the apostles-qui faeit pe1' ali"um, faci't per se. The preaching 
of the apostles having the truth of Christ for its theme, tlte 
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commission of Christ for its authority, and the Spirit of Christ 
for its seal and crowning distinction, may surely in its doc
trines and triumphs be ascribed to the exalted Lord and 
King of the church, the one origin and sole dispenser of 
" PEACE." The apostle felt that his gifts and graces were of 
Christ's bestowment-that all his opportunities and successes 
were the results of Christ's presence and power-that his 
whole message was from Christ and about Him-that not 
only was the peace which he announced secured in Christ's 
mediation and death, but that also his very journeys to pro
claim it were prompted and shaped by Him ; and therefore 
all being Christ's, from the inspiration that moved his heart 
to the secret and irresistible influence that prescribed his 
missionary tours ; his whole work in its every element being 
so truly identified with Christ-he humbly retired into the 
shade, that Christ might have all the glory : and therefore he 
writes-" and He came and preached peace to you." This 
interpretation appears to us more direct and harmonious than 
that of Harless, who regards this verse as a parallel to ver. 14, 
as if the meaning were-" Christ is peace 'in deed ' (ver. 14), 
and also 'in word'" (ver. 17). This would be an anti-climax, 
for surely the creation of peace was a greater work than its 
disclosure. And then the two ideas are not parallel. In the 
former case, Jesus personally and immediately secured peace; 
in the latter case it was only mediately, and by others, that 
he proclaimed it. Harless, indeed, regards e"A.0wv generally 
as denoting Christ's appearance upon earth, as in John i. 9, 
11; iii. 19, &c. Our objection to such a view is, that Christ's 
appearance on earth was as necessary to the making of peace 
as to its proclamation, and more so, as is implied in the 
phrases-" in His flesh," and "by the cross;' nay, "those who 
were nigh," or those who heard Christ in person, are placed 
last in the enumeration. Jesus, too, had left the earth ere this 
peace was formally published by His heralds. Moreover, the 
coming is plainly marked as posterior to the effecting of 
peace. As the preaching to the Ephesians is here as distinctly 
ascribed to Jesus as the coming, both must be understood in a 
similar way. Similar phraseology is found in Acts xxvi. 23; 
John x. 16. And the peace was preached-
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vµZv TOZ<; µa,cptJ-v ,ca), rdpfw11v Toi<; Jrr/1<;-" to you who were 
far off, and peace to them who were nigh." The dative is 
governed by the previous verb, and the second €lpfw11v has, 
on the authority of A, B, E, F, G, and of several versions and 
fathers, been received by Lachmann and Tischendorf into the 
text. Isa. Ivii. 19. The repetition is emphatic. Rom. iii. 31, 
viii. 15; 2 Cor. ii. 16. The idea contained in µa,cpav has 
been already explained unde1· ver. 13. 'l'he Gentiles are here 
placed first; the apostle of the Gentiles magnified his office. 
Though those "who were nigh " were the first who heard the 
proclamation based on the commission-" beginning at Jeru
salem," yet those "who were afar off" are mentioned first, as 
they had so deep an interest in the tidings, and as the invita
tion of Gentiles into the church-a theme the apostle delighted 
in, proving, as it did, the abolition of class privileges, and the 
commencement of an unrestricted economy-was the result 
and proof of the truths illustrated in this paragraph. 

(V 18) ,ro ~ , ' ~ ,, ' , ' ' ,I,., er• . T£ Ot aVT0U €X0µEV TTJV 7rp0<ra"fW"fTJV 0t aµ't'o-
TEpot-" For by Him we both have access "-access specially 
theirs, as the article intimates. The OTt does not mark the 
contents of the message of peace, as .Morns, Baumgarten, 
Koppe, and Flatt imagine; nor yet its essence, as Riickert 
maintains: but it points out its proof and result. Peace, has 
been made, and has also been proclaimed, for, as the effect of 
it, and as the demonstration of its reality-" by Him we both 
have access." Calvin well explains it-probati'o est ab ~ffectu. 
IIpo<rWfW"/17, formed with the Attic reduplication from a"lw, is 
"introduction," entrance into the divine presence-an allu
sion, according to some, to approach into the presence of .a 
king by the medium of a wpo<rW'fW"fEV<;-sequester (Dos, Obser

vat. p. 149) ; according to others, to the entrance of the priest 
into the presence of God. Herodotus, ii. 58. Rom. v. 2; and 
see under iii. 12. ,¥hichever of these allusions be adopted, 
or whether the word be used in its proper signification, the 
meaning is apparent, the word being used probably in its 
original and transitive sense-not access secured, but intro
duction enjoyed, and which we are having, that is, have and 
keep. It is something more than 0upa, ,John x. 9. Free 
approach to God is the result of reconciliation. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
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Those who were " far off" can now draw "nigh." The Divine 
Being is not clothed in thunder-no barrier stands between 
Him and us, for all legal obstacles are removed; so that 
the soul which feels peace with God can come into His 
sacred presence without shrinking or tremor. It approaches 
by Christ-Si' ahov; and the emphasis from their position 
lies on these words. Our frail humanity realizes His huma
nity, and by Him enters into the presence of Jehovah. John 
xiv. 6. Thus Chrysostom says-ovK el71"€V 7rpouooov J,)..:A-a 
7rpoua,,y©,Y1}V, ov ryap J,cp' €.aVTWV 7rpoa-11X0oµ,ev, aXX' v7r' aVTOV 
7rpOtT1JX07Jµev. And this access is-

7rp6<; T6V ITanfpa-" unto the Father;" 7rpo,;--into His 
presence. Christians do not approach some.dark and spectral 
phantom, nor a grim and terrible avenger. It is not Jehovah 
in the awful attitude of•Judge and Governor, but Jehovah as 
Father-who has a father's heart to compassionate and a 
father's hand to bestow. And His paternity is no abstraction. 
He is Christ's Father and our Father. Nay more, and espe
cially, this privilege is enjoyed. by Jew and Gentile alike: 
oi Jµ,<poTepot-the twain have it. It belonged to the theo
cracy in one form of it, when the high priest, the repre
sentative of the people, passed beyond the vail and sprinkled 
the mercy-seat. But now the most distant Gentile who is in 
Christ really and continuously enjoys that august spiritual 
privilege, which the one man of the one family of the one 
tribe of the one nation, on the one day of the year, only 
typically and periodically possessed. "\Ve have seen the oi 
aµrpoTepoi forming iv tTwµa (ver. 16)-now they are having 
access to the Father-

Jv kvt 7rveuµ,an-" in one Spirit. " The collocation oi 
aµ,cpo-repoi-ev €.VI, 71"V€VfJ,aT£ again brings out solemnly and 
emphatically the leading thought in the passage. The Jv is 
not to be identified with oui, as Chrysostom and Theophylact 
hint; as if the apostle meant to say, by Him and by the 
Spirit we approach. The 'Tr'vEvµ,a is not " disposition," nor 
is iv 'll"VEiJµ,a only "unanimity," and so synonymous with 
oµo0uµ,ao6v, as is the baseless view of Anselm, Romberg, 
Zachariae, Meier, and Baumgarten-Crusius. That the words 
refer to the Holy Spirit, is the correct opinion of CEcumenius, 
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Cocceius, Bodius, Meyer, Harless, De W ette, and Stier. The 
Spirit that dwell~ in the one body is the one Divine Spirit 
(iv. 4)-" one and the self-same Spirit." 1 Cor. xii. 11. The 
one Holy Ghost inhabits the church, and in Him and by 
Christ believers have access to God. He prompts them to 
approach, "helpeth their infirmities," deepens their conscious
ness of sonship as they come to the Father, nay, "makes 

. intercession for them," imparts such intenseness to their 
aspirations that they cannot be formed into language, but 
escape from the surcharged bosom in unutterable groanings
uTwa,yµo'i<; aMJ\,1Toi<;. Rom. viii. 26. As again and again 
in previous sections, the Triune relation is brought out: we 
are having access-'1l"po<;-unto the Father, whom we worship 
as we gaze upon His tenderness and majesty; and this-Suf 
~by Jesus, through whom we approach in confidence His 
Father and our Father; but also-iv-in the Spirit, who fills 
and lifts the heart, and is closely united with Father and Son. 

The need of a '11'po<rarywryEv<; has been extensively felt by 
our sinful race. .And yet,_ after the l\1an-God has been re
vealed-He of the double nature-whom the Divine Sovereign 
appointed and man confides in, there are philosophers who 
deify themselves, and depose the one Mediator. M. Cousin, 

tin the preface to his Fragm. Pln'los. says, for example, in 
eulogizing the reason as a higher power than the understand
ing :-La raison est le mediateu,• necessaire entre Dieu et 
l'homme, ce ')\,,oryo<; de Pythagore et de Platon, ce Verbe fait 
chair qui· sert d'interprete a Dieu et de precepteur de l'homme. 
But we have· a l\Iediator, not our own "reason" ·even absolute 
and transcendental ; for it strays and wavers and quakes, as 
:Moses on Sinai, and cannot reassure itself; and we have a 
Aoryo<;1 not la raison, but One " in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge "-One who reveals God 
unerringly, for He lay in His Father's bosom-One who 
instructs men perfectly, for " grace has been poured into His 
lips," as He stoops to the senses and speaks to the heart of . 
humanity. 

(Ver. 19.) ''Apa ovv OUK€'T£ €(]'7"€ fJ.vot Kal ?l"apottwt-'l Now, 
therefore, ye are no longer strangers and sojourners."· 'l'he 
first two words are a favourite idiom of the apostle. Rom. 

0 
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v. 18, vii. 3, 25, viii. 12, &c. ; Gal. vi. 10; 1 Thess. v. 6. 
The formula &pa ovv is not used in Attic Greek, save in the 
case of the interrogative a-pa. Hermann, Vigerus, 292. The 
particle &pa marks progress in the argument, as if equivalent 
to ,cat a1r' e,c1dvou. Thucyd. vi. 89; Donaldson's New Oratylus, 
§ 192. The particle ovv-allied to the substantive verb, and 
not to aim5r; as Hartung wrongly supposes-has a stronger 
ratiocinative force than &pa (Klotz-Devar., ii. 717), and occurs 
far more frequently; and the corn bined use of both introduces 
a conclusion based on previous reasoning, equivalent to "these 
things being so," or the well-known Ciceronian formula-qure 
cum ita sint. A double image is, or two pairs of figures are, 
employed by the writer-the one referring to civil franchise, 
and the other to domestic privilege. Sevo~-" strangers"
they had been so while the old theocracy stood, the Jews 
being the children, but they miserable outcasts. Once, too, 
they were ,rapoi,coi, literally "by-dwellers," men who sojourn 
in a house without the rights of the resident family. This is 
the only instance in which the apostle uses the term, but it 
occurs Acts vii. 6, 29 ; also in many places in the Septuagint, 
as the representative of the Hebrew"¥, and also of ::llf\r-1. 'l'he 
two words are found together many times, as in Levit. xxv. 
&c. It is natural here to view the ol,dioi of the last clause 
as the contrast of 1rapoi1wi, so that the significations of the 
word usually given are too vague to sustain this antithesis. 
In Leviticus xxii. 10, the noun denotes an inmate of the 
family, but without its domestic rights ; 7rapoi,cor; iEp€wr; there 
signifies a guest with the priest, and stands along with fJ 
µ,iu0wTo<;-or a hired servant. Sirach, xxix. 26. The priest's 
guest, though living in his house, was not to eat the holy 
things. May not the word bear such a meaning in this place, 
especially as we are pointed to it by the spiritual antagonism 
of olx:E'ioi? De W ette will not allow it, and says that Koppe, 
Bengel, Flatt, Harless, and Olshausen unrichtig erkli.iren. 
His idea is, that the two terms ~evo£ and mfpotKoi express 
generally the thought nicht-bifrgers-" non-citizens." Ellicott 
and Alford hold a similar view, regarding mipoix:or;; as the 
same with µfroi,cor;;, its classic equivalent--a form which 
occurs only once in the Septuagint. But it is natural to sup-
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pose that the apostle used it in the Septuagint sense-that 
most familiar to him. The pair of terms in the two clauses 
suggests also a double contrast. '.rhat there is any allusion 
in the epithet 1rapo£Koi to the equivocal relation of proselytes, 
such as is contended for by Anselm, Whitby, Calixtus, Baum
garten, and Baumgarten-Crusius, is out of the question; for 
if the proselytes feared God, they could not be described as 
are those Ephesian Gentiles in the context. The theocracy 
excluded all but Israel from its pale-the world beyond it were 
foreigners. Under the idea of its being God's house, _it arro
gated to itself a spiritual supremacy over all the nations, and 
so the heathen were regarded as simple sojourners on God's 
world. But this character of tolerated aliens no longer marked 
out the Gentile converts in Ephesus. No longer were they 
strangers to be frowned on, or foreigners to be excluded from 
domestic privileges; they were now naturalized-

d;).).' ia-T€ a-u111roXZrni TWII &y/r,w-" but fellow-citizens with 
the saints." The spelling uu111roX'iTa£, instead of a-uµ,1roXZrni, 
has the authority of A, B1, C, D, E, F, G. Instead of the 
simple aXXa of the Received '.rext, the best MSS., such as A, 
B, C, D1, G, wa1Tant the reading aXX' €<TT€, which has been 
adopted by the editors Hahn, Lachmann, and Tischendorf. 
It gives a vivid solemnity to the contrast: the mind of the 
apostle dwells on the blessed and present reality of their 
spiritual state, which he is about to depict. !,u111roXtT'YJ'>, a 
word occurring both in JElian, Var. Hi"st. 3, 44, and Josephus, 
.Antiq. 19, 2, 2, belongs chiefly, however, like other similar 
compound words, to the later and inferior Greek. Phrynichus, 
ed-Lobeck, p. 172, says, with characteristic affectation-
1r0Xfrnr; Xf.7€, µ,h uvµ,1r0Xfrns- In the declining period of a 
language, when its first freshness is gone, and its simple terms 
are not felt in their original power, compound words are 
brought into use without any proportionate increase of sense. 
These lhyioi are God's people; and there is no occasion to 
add, with Calvin--et cum ips'is angelis. 'l'he reader may turn 
to the first verse of the epistle for the.meaning of luyioc;.1 The 

1 ,, In what an awful state is the protestant cl1urch 1 when there are so many 
thousands, nay, tens, hundreds of thousands belonging to it, who, in their blindness 
and ignorance, take the very name of God's servants-the very name of those, of 
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"saints" are not the Jews as a race, as is supposed by Vors
stius, Hammond, Morus, Bengel, and Adam Clarke ; nor yet 
only contemporary Christians, as Harless and Meyer ai·gue; 
nor yet simply saints of the Old Testament, as CEcumenius 
and Theodoret describe the alliance. Chrysostom exclaims~ 
'Opa<; ()T£ ovx a?T/1..Wo;' TWV 'Iovoauov aX.\a TWV <lf'/£wv !Cltl µerya
/1..WV J.JCetvwv avopwv TWJ) ,rept 'A/3paaµ JC{i,l Mwiiui}v !Cltl 'Hl\tav 

\ \ , ' ,, , I A,.., Th ,, . d eio;- T'T/V avT77v 7ro11.,iv a7T'erypay,1µrw. ese arywt are v1ewe as 
forming a '7T'0A.i<;-a spiritual organization. It was so under 
the old law-it is so still; for the theocracy is only fully 
realized under Christianity. To take an illustration from 
Athenian citizenship-they live no longer, as foreigners did 
in many Greek states, in the 7ravoo1Cefov, nor as the µe7otJCot 
at Athens are they degraded by the symbolical iJopwcf,op!a, 
but they possess the coveted luoTel\eia. With all, then, who 
belong to this 'TT'OA.tTeia, Ch1·istians are now fellow-citizens. 
They are under that form of government which specially 
belongs to the saints. These are, therefore, not saints of any 
time or any class, but saints of all times and all lands, of 
which the community then existing was the living represen
tative ; and in this commonwealth they were now enfranchised. 
Their names are engraven on the same civic rnll with all 
whom "the Lord shall count, when he writeth up the people." 
It is as if they who had dwe1t "in the waste and howling 
wilderness," scattered, defenceless, and in melancholy isola
tion, had been transplanted not only into Palestine, but had 
been appointed to domiciles on Mount Zion, and were located 
in the metropolis not to admire its architecture, or gaze upon 
its battlements, or envy the tribes who had come up to worship 
in the city which is " compact together;" but to claim its 
municipal immunities, experience its protection, obey its laws, 
live and love in its happy society, and hold communion with 
its glorious Founder and Guardian. 

l{.al ol!CEtot Tov ®eov-" and of the household of God." 
The church is often likened to a family or house. Numb. 
xii. 7; Hos. viii. 1 ; 1 Tim. iii. 15; Hebrews iii. 2, 5, 6; 

whom some serve Him here on earth, and some surround the Throne of His glory 
-to be fellow-citizens with whom is the highest privilege of man-and make it a 
nickname to mock at-' sAINTs l ! ' The very term with multitudes is a name of 
S<:'orn."-I\-I'Ghee\, Lecture,Q, on Ephesian.~, yol. i. p. 323; London) 1848. 
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1 Pet. iv. 17. ·when Harless thinks that Christians receive 
this designation, because they are stones in the house, the. 
conclusion is not only a needless anticipation of the figure in 
the following verse, but is also contrary to the usual meaning 
of the term, and destructive of the contrast between the terms 
olFCe'iot and 7r&poucot. True, as Ellicott says under Gal. vi. 
10, olFCE'io, is often used with abstract nouns, as olKEtot <ptAo
a-o<f,{a,, &c., and in such cases the idea proper of family is 
dropped. But the contrasts in this paragraph are too vivid 
to allow any dilution of the term. These olKe'iot rnv 0eov are 
God's family; they form His household. They are not guests 
-here to-day and away to-morrow; treated with courtesy, 
but still kept without the hallowed circle of domestic sociality, 
and strangers as well to . the paternal protection as to the 
brotherly harmony which the family enjoys. The members• 
of that "house which is the church. of the living God," can 
call the olKooeu7ron1, their father ; for they are " begotten of 
God," and they have access to Him, enjoy His love, and hold 
daily and delightful fellowship not only with Him, but with 
one another-as "heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.'-' 

(Ver. 20.) 'E7rotFCoooµirJ8evre, E7rl TfP 8eµe)\,{rp rwv 67roa--roXcov 
/Cat 7rpo<f,17rwv-" built up upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets.'' The preposition J7r{ in composition is not, as 
Koppe affirms, without additional meaning, nor can it, as in 
'l'heophylact's exegesis, have the sense of "again;" but it 
gives prominence to the idea of the foundation on which the 
structure rests. Not the form or purpose, but the basis of the 
building, w~s the special thought in the writer's mind
supermdificati, as in the Vulgate. 1 Cor. iii. 10, 12, 14; Col. 
ii. 7. This architectural allusion is a change of figure, or 
rnther, it is the employment of a term in a double meaning. 
" House " has a similar twofold signification with us, as the 
" House of Bourbon" or "House of Stuart "-phrases in 
which the word is employed in a secondary and emphatic 
signification. vVe speak too of such houses being " built up" 
by the wisdom or valour of their founders. In such cases, 
as Alford says, there is a transition from a political and social 
to a material image. Having described the believers as 
ol«efot, the apostle enlarges the metaphor, by explaining on 
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what the ol,co~ rests, what its symmetry is, and what its glo
rious purpose. That " house" is composed of the ol,cEfoi, and 
each of them is a living stone, resting on the one foundation. 

What the writer means by a1roa-To:\wv is plain ; but what 
is meant by the subjoined 1rpo<p'TJTWvr With every wish, 
a1·ising from the usage of quotation, to refer the term to the 
inspired messengers of the Old Testament, we feel that the 
force of evidence precludes us. The Greek fathers and critics, 
along with Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Calovius, Estius, Baum
garten, Michaelis, Riickert, Bisping, and Barnes, hold the 
view which we arc obliged to abandon. Ambrosiaster also 
explains-hoe est, supra Novum et Vetus Testamentum collocati. 
Tertullian says that Marcion, believing the n/erence to be to 
prophets of the Old Testament, expunged the words et pro
phetarum. Contra Marc. v. 17 ; Opera, vol. ii. p. 326, ed. 
Oehler. The apostle often refers to the prophets of the Old 
Testament; but in such places as Rom. i. 2 the reference 
is at once recognized. We prefer, then, with the great body 
of interpreters, to understand "the prophets" of the New 
Testament. Our reasons are these-

1. The apostles are placed before the prophets, whereas, in 
point of time and position, the prime place should be assigned 
to the prophets.1 Estius says that the two classes are ranged, 
digm"tati"s habi"ta rati"one, as the apostles had seen and heard 
Christ, enjoyed more endowments than the old prophets, 
and were immediately instrumental in founding these early 
churches. Did the phrase occur nowhere else, these ingenious 
arguments might be of some weight; though still, if the church 
be regarded as an edifice, the prophets laid the foundation 
earlier than the apostles, and should have been mentioned 
first in order. The dignity of Moses, Samuel, David, and 
Isaiah, under the old dispensation, was not behind that of the 

1 My four Scottish predecessors have here shown somewhat of our national "can
niness." They do not recognize any difficulty at all, or at least they quietly relieve 
themselves of it, by the simple and apparently unconscious reversal of the order of 
the terms. Fergusson and Dickson briefly pass it over in this way, but Principal 
Rollock no less than six times quotes the phrase as if Paul bad written "prophets 
and apostles." Principal Boyd (Bodius) in his Comment. ~xhibits the same trans
parent ingenuity, as well as in hosts of subsequent refer~nces, nay, even in his Latin 
notation of the inspired original, ht· rcads-fundamcnto prnphetm•1,in et aposto/orun,. 
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apostolical college. The ruddy tints of the morning, ere the 
sun rises, are as fresh and glowing as the softened splendours 
of the evening, after he has set. And the argument that the 
apostles are named first because they personally founded the 
churches, is precisely the reason why we believe that prophets 
of an earlier time, and living under a different economy, are 
not meant at all. 

2. Other portions of this epistle are explanatory of the 
apostle's meaning. In iii. 5 he speaks of a mystery, "which 
was in other ages not made known to the sons of men, as it 
is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the 
S . "t" ~ • ' ' ,.. ' ~ \ ,I.. I I p1n -Tot~ arywi~ a'TT"0G'T0"'ot<; avTov tcat 7rp0-y'TJTat~. n 
this declaration, the prophets are plainly perceived to be the 
inspired contemporaries of the apostles, enjoying similar reve
lations of truth from the same Spirit. What more natural than 
to suppose, that the apostle means the same persons by the 
very same names in a previous section I This opinion is the 
more likely, when we consider that the mystery declared to 
"apostles and prophets" is the union of Jew and Gentile. 
Again, iv. 11, "And He gave some apostles, and some pro-
h t ,, ' ' ' ,,. ' ~' "'' S h p e S -TQV~ /UV a'TT"0G'T0/\,0V<;, T0V<; 0€ 7rp0.,.,7JTa<;. 0 t at 

the prophets are a special class of functionaries, and rank 
next to the apostles, personally instrumental as they were in 
founding and building up the churches. Why may not the 
allusion be to them in this verse, as they are twice named in 
combination by the writer in the same epistle? The pre
sumption is, that in the three places, the same high office
bearers are described. 

3. We deny not the relation of the prophets of the Old 
Testament to the church of the New Testament. They pre
ceded, the apostles followed, and Jesus was in the midst. 
But in writing to persons who had been Gentiles, who were 
strangers to the Hebrew oracles, and had enjoyed none of their 
prophetic intimations-persons whose faith in Christ rested 
not on old prediction realized in Him, but on apostolic procla
mation of His obedience and death-a reference to the seers of 
the Hebrew nation would not have been very intelligible and 
appropriate. To Jews with whom the apostle had "reasoned 
out of the Scripture," and whom he had thus convinced that 
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Jesus was the Christ, the reference would have been natural 
and stirring ; but not so in an address to the Gentile portion 
of a church situated in the city of Diana. 

The prophets of the New Testament were a class of suffi
cient importance and rank to be designated along with the 
apostles. The passages quoted from this epistle show this. 
And there are many other references. Acts xix. 6 ; Rom. xii. 
6; 1 Cor. xii. 10, xiii. 8; the greater portion of the 14th 
chapter; and 1 Thess. v. 20. These passages prove that the 
office was next in order and dignity to the apostolate. The 
prophets spoke from immediate revelation-" with demonstra
tion of the Spirit and with power;" and prior to the com
pletion of the canon they stood to those early churches in such 
a relation as the written oracles stand to ris. They were the 
oral law and testimony, and their work was not simply a dis
closure of future events. (For illustration of the office of New 
Testament prophets, see under iv. 11.) 

4. Had the apostle meant to distinguish the prophets 
of the Old Testament as a separate class, the article would 
probably have preceded the noun. Winer, § 19, 4; Kuhner, 
§ 493, 9; Matthiae, § 268, Ann. i. ; Middleton, p. 65, ed. 
Rose. Comp. Matt. iii. 7, xv. 1 ; Luke xiv. 3, in which 
places different classes of men, but leagued together, are 
described. See also Col. ii. 19 ; 2 Thess. iii. 2 ; 'fit. i. 15 ; 
Heh. iii. 1. Not that, as Harless, Ruckert, Hofmann 
(Schriftb. vol. ii. p. 103), and Stier seem to say, apostles and 
prophets are identical-or that apostles were also prophets, as 
being men inspired. The want of the article clearly shows 
that both classes of office-bearers are viewed in one category 
as one in duty and object-one incorporated band. This 
combination of function and labour shows, that these" pro
phets" were those of the church of the New Testament. 

The relation in which apostles and prophets sto.od to the 
church is defined by the words e7r1, r,ji 8€J1,€Ai<p. The prepo
sition describes the building as resting on the foundation with 
the idea of close proximity. Kuhner, 612, f3; Bernhardy, p. 
249-the dative signifying "absolute superposition." Donald
son, Gr. Gram. § 482 b. The stones are represented not as 
in the act of being brought, but as already laid, and so the 
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Jative is employed rather than the accusative, which occurs 
in 1 Cor. iii. 12. 

But what is the exact relation indicated by the genitive
Twv a,rouTo)..wv Kat ,rpo<f,,r,Twv? It has been supposed to mean, 
1. The foundation on which the apostles themselves have 
built_:_the apostles' and prophets' foundation-the genitive 
being that of possession. Such is the view of Anselm, Bucer, 
Aretius, Cocceius, Piscator, Alford, and Beza, the last of whom 
thus paraphrases it-Supra Christum qui est apostoUcm et 
propheticm structurm fundamentum. But the object of the 
apostle is not to show the identity of the foundation on which 
the Ephesian church rested with that of prophets and apostles, 
and Christ is here represented, not as the foundation, but as the 
chief corner-stone. Thus, as Ellicott says, this exegesis tacitly 
mixes up 0eµb.w,; and the aKporywvia'io,;. 

2. In the phrase-" foundation of the apostles and pro
phets"-the genitive has been thought to be that of apposi
tion, that is, these apostles and prophets are themselves the 
foundation. Winer, § 59, 8. Such is the opinion of Chry
sostom and his imitators, Theophylact and <Ecumenius, of 
a-Lapide, Estius, Zanchius, Morus, De W ette, Baumgar
ten-Crusius, Meier, von Gerlach, Turner, Hofmann, and 
Olshausen. 0eµe)..w,; v7roKel11Tai, says Theophylact, oi ,rpo
cpijTai Kat oi a,rouTOA.Oi, vµeZ,; 0€ Ti]V A,Ot'1T"i]V olKoOoµi]v 
ava,r)..,'Y/pwuaTe. 'l'his view is supposed to be confirmed by a 
passage in the Apocalypse (xxi. 14)-" The wall of the city 
had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb." But these foundations belong to a 
wall, a symbol of defence, not to the great Christian temple; 
and unless Judas be regarded as deposed, and Matthias as 
prematurely chosen and never divinely sanctioned, Paul, the 
founder of the Ephesian church, cannot be reckoned among 
these twelve. It does not matter for the interpretation 
whether 0eµe)..,{<p be masculine or neuter, nor is the argument 
of Hofmann (Schiiftb. vol. ii. sec. part, p. 101) of any avail, 
that as the last clause has a personal reference this must have 
the same. In one sense the apostles, in their personal teaching 
and labours, may be reckoned the foundation; but should such 
a sense be adopted here, Christ would be brought into corn-
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parison with them. Hofmann (l. c.) gets out of this objection 
by taking the following avTov as referring to 0eµe">,,{rp-" Jesus 
Christ being its chief corner-stone " - that is, if He is the 
corner-stone of the foundation, the language prevents Him 
being regarded as primus inter pares. But, as we shall see, 
the exegesis is not tenable. The whole passage, howeve1:, gives 
Jesus peculiar prominence, and the apostle never wearies of 
extolling His dignity and glory. Still, there is nothing doc
trinally wrong in this interpretation, for, personally, prophets 
and apostles are but living stones in the temple, the next 
tier above the "corner-stone;" but officially they were not 
the foundation-they rather laid it. And therefore-

3. The phrase-" foundation of the apostles and prophets," 
means the foundation laid by them, the genitive being sub
jective, or that of originating agency-der thiitigen Person oder 
Kraft. Scheuerlein, § 17, 1 ; ViTiner, § 30, 1; Hartung, Casus, 
p. 12. Such is the exegesis of Ambrosiaster, Bullinger, 
Bodius, Calvin, Calovius, Piscator, Calixtus, Wolf, Baum
garten, Musculus, Roell, Zanchius, Grotius, Bengel, Koppe, 
Flatt, Riickert, Harless, Matthies, Meyer, Holzhausen, and 
Ellicott. The apostles and prophets laid the foundation broad 
and deep in their official labours. In speaking of the foun
dation in other epistles, the apostle never conceives of himself 
as being that foundation, but only as laying it. He stands, 
in his own idea, as external to it. Referring to his masonic 
operations, he designates himself "a wise master-builder," 
and adds-" Other foundation can no man lay, than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ." Similar phraseology occurs in 
Rom. xv. 20. In this laying of the foundation, apostles and 
prophets were alike employed, when they preached Jesus and 
organized into communities such as received their message. 
The foundation alluded to here is elp1v7J-not so much Christ 
in person, as Christ "our peace "-a gospel, therefore, having 
no restrictive peculiarity of blood or lineage, and by accepting 
which men come into union with God. And no other foun
dation can suffice. When philosophical speculation or critical 
erudition, political affinity or human enactment, supplants it, 
the structure topples and is about to fall. The opinions of 
Luther, Calvin, Cranmer, Wesley, Knox, or Erskine (and 
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these were all " pillars "), are not the foundation ; nor are the 
edicts and creeds of Trent, Augsburg, Dort, or Westminster. 
Such writings may originate sectional distinctions, and give 
peculiar shape to column or portico, shaft or capital, on the 
great edifice, but they can never be substituted for the one 
foundation. Yea and further-

8vro<; lucporyooviatov avrou 'l111Tou XptCTrou-'-' Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner-stone." A and B, with the 
Vulgate, Gothic, and Coptic, reverse the position of the proper 
names, and their authority is followed by Lachmann, Tischen
dorf, and Alford ; but the majority of uncial MSS. are in 
favour of the present reading. The pronoun is, by Bengel, 
Cramer, Koppe, and Holzhausen, referred to the preceding 
8eµ,e'Awv-" Jesus Christ being its chief corner-stone." That 
the translation of our English version may be maintained, it 
is not necessary, as these critics affirm, that the article should 
precede the proper name. Fritzsche, Comment. in Matt. iii. 4; 
Luke x. 42 ; John iv. 44. It is, besides, not of the foundation, 
but of the temple that He is the chief corner-stone. The 
avrov contrasts Christ with apostles and prophets. They lay 
the foundation, but Jesus Himself in person is the chief 
corner-stone-8vro<;, "being all the while "-lucpo"fo>Vtalov
scilicet-"'Jl,{8ov. 'l'he reference in the apostle's mind seems to 
be to Ps. cxviii. 22 ; Isa. xxviii. 16 ; J er. li. 26. These pas
sages suggested the figure which occurs also in Matt. xxi. 42; 
Acts iv. 11 ; 1 Pet. ii. 4-6. There are two different Hebrew 
phrases-iv~ -ai~i1-,mpa'A~ ri'Ji; 'Yoov{ar, (Ps. cxviii. 22), whereas 
in Isa. xxviii. 16, the words are i:1*~ 1i!~, rendered by the Seventy 
-'At0ov aKpo"/oovta'iov. The first expression certainly denotes 

• not the copestone, nor yet the head or point where two walls 
meet, but the most prominent stone in the corner. In the 
latter phrase the reference is to a stone specially employed at 
the angle or junction of two walls, to connect them, as well as 
to bear their weight. In the first formula, allusion is made 
more to the position than to the purpose of the block. In 
J er. li. 26, the corner-stone and the foundations seem to be 
distinguished. The• corner-stone placed at the angle of the 

l Gesenius, Thesaurus, sub voce. 
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building, seems to have been reckoned in Oriental architecture 
of more importance than the foundation-stone. The foundation
s tones, 0eµe)..ioi-plural, were first laid, and indicated the 
plan of the structure; but the corner-stone-that is, the foun
dation-stone placed at the corner--required peculiar size and 
strength. In short, the " chief corner-stone " is that principal 
foundation which was carefully laid at the angle of the 
building, and on which the connected walls rested. :11'rom 
its position and design it was styled " the head of the comer." 
While the apostles and prophets generally placed the founda
tion, the primary stone-on which, in Hebrew idea or image, 
the structure mainly rests, and by which its unity is upheld 
-was Jesus Christ. Without this its walls would not have 
been connected, but there must have been' a fissure. As 
Theodoret, J\Ienochius, Estius, and Holzhausen think, there 
may be a reference to Jew and Gentile united on the one rock. 
The laying of the foundation prepares for the se_tting down of 
the corner-stone, which connects and concentrates upon itself 
the weight of the building. That man, "Jesus," who was 
" Christ," the divinely-appointed, qualified, and accepted 
Saviour, unites and sustains the church. Saving knowledge 
is the apprehension of that truth about Him which Himself 
has announced-saving faith is dependence on the atoning 
work which He has done--hopc rests in His intercession
the sanctifying Spirit is His gift-the unity of the church 
has its spiritual centre in Him-its government is from Him 
as its King-and its safety is in Him its exalted Protector. 
\rVhether, therefore, we regard creed or practice, worship or 
discipline, faith or government) union or extension, is lie not 
in His truth, His blood, His power) His legislation, and His' 
presence to His church, "Himself the chief comer-stone?" In 
short, He is "the Alpha and the Omega," and combined at the 
same time with every evangelical theme. Should we describe 
the glories of creation, He is Creator; or enlarge on the wisdom 
and benignity of Providence, He is Preserver and Ruler. Is 
the Divine Law the theme of exposition ?-He not only enacted 
it, but exemplified its precepts and endured its penalty. Are 
we summoned to speak of death ?-He has "abolished it;" 
or if we wander among the tombs, Jie lay in the sepulchre 
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and rose from it "the first-fruits of them that sleep." If 
ministers preach, Christ crucified is their text; and if churches 
" grow in grace,"_ snch holiness is conformity to the life of 
their Lord. He is, moreover, " all in all" in the entire circuit 
of the operations of the Spirit, who applies His truth to the 
mind, sprinkles His blood on the heart, and seals the inner 
man with His blessed image. 

(Ver. 21.) 'Ev <[i 7raa-a ol,coooµry a-vvapµo\.oryovµ€V'I) aiJ~et
" In whom the whole building, being fitly framed together, is 
growing." The relative agrees with the nearest substantive, 
'I'l)a-ov Xpunov-not with T,j, 0eµE\.{q,, as is the opinion of 
Holzhausen ; nor with a,cporywviatou, and meaning "on which," 
as is asserted by Theophylact, Luther, Beza, Koppe, and 
Scholz. Nor can the words signify" through whom," as is 
held by Castalio, Vatablus, Menochius, Marus, and Flatt. 
"In whom," that is, in Christ Jesus; the building being fitly 
framed together in Him. Its unity and symmetry are origi
nated and maintained in Him. 'fhc article 71 before 7riia-a in A 
and C, and in the Textus Receptus, appears to be spurious; it 
is not found in B, D, E, F, G, I, K, and is rejected by the latest 
editors, Lachmann and Tischendorf. Middleton and Trollope, 
for mere grammatical reasons, affirm that 7riirrn 71 is the right 
reading. Reiche says-Paulum scripsisse 7rua-a 71 ol,coooµ71 cum 
articulo nullus dubito, and he ascribes the omission to the 
homoioteleuton-ol,coooµ 77 71. Comment. Grit., p.149; Gotting. 
1859. Hofmann, l. c., renders, "all which is built"-wa8 gebaiit 
wird. Must, then, 7rua-a olx:000µ71 be rendered " every build
ing," as is the opinion of Chrysostom, Beza, Zanchius, and 
Meyer, or as Wycliffe renders-" eche bildynge," and Tyn-

' dale-" every bildynge ?" We think not:-For, 1. 'I'he 
object of the aprnitle is to describe the one temple, which has 
its foundation laid by ·apostles and prophets. It is of this one 
structure, so founded, so united, so raised, and consisting of 
such materials-for in it the Ephesians were inbuilt-that he 
speaks. 2. In the later Greek as in the earlier, 7rcir;, without 
the article, sometimes bore the sense of" whole." Bernhardy, 
p. 323; Gersdorf, p. 376; Scott and Liddell, Pape, Passow, 
sub voce. So in the New Testament, Matt. ii. 3; Luke iv. 13; 
Acts vii. 22 ; or Acts ii. 36-Ilii, ol,cor; 'fopa77\.-phraseology 
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based upon the usage of the Septuagint, 1 Sam. vii. 2, 3; 
Neh. iv. 16; Col. i. 15. If, as Ellicott says, these examples are 
not in point, as being proper names or abstract substantives, 
they at least show the transition from an earlier and stricter 
to a laxer and later use, in which other nouns besides proper 
names and very familiar or monadic terms may dispense with 
the articles. Winer, § 18, 4, § 19. So in Josephus, Antiq. 
iv. 5, 1-IIomµil,;- oul 7n:fu,,,_. epfJµ,ou perov-" a river flowing 
through the whole desert;'' Thucydides, ii. 43-7Tliua ryf,, and 
also in 38-EK 'TI"UU'l')<;' '"f'i',; Iliad, xxiv. 407-'TI"a<Tav a:'Jl.,,,,0et,,,v ; 
Hesiod, Op. et Dies, 510-miua {JNY/; Tlwog. 847-xBwv 
7raua. Also-oia '11"(1,0"'1]<;' VUICTO',; Passow, sub voce / Thiersch, 
De Penta. versione Alexandrina, p. 121, i,n which are some 
examples, though perhaps not all of them strictly analogous. 
The Syriac has: J..l..:.9 ~-" the whole building." 

OlKoooµ,IJ, a term of the later Greek, as is shown by Lo beck 
in his Parerga to the Eclogre of Phrynichtrs, signifies pro
perly "the art or process of building," and is originally 
equivalent to ol,wo6µ,,,,ui<;, but has also the same meaning as 
ol,coooµ,1'}µ,a-pp. 421,487, 490. The structure named has not 
yet been completed, and 7raua ol,coooµIJ signifies the entire 
structure-the structure in every part of it. The edifice in 
course of erection, being fitly framed together in all its parts, 
groweth into a holy temple. Such is the opinion of Chrysos
tom, which Harless sets aside without sufficient evidence. For 
of what is the "growth" specified? Is the stmcture complete, 
and is the growth supposed to be not of it as an edifice in 
itself, but of its purpose-" into a holy temple?" Does the 
edifice wax in size, or only grow in destination and o~ject? 
If you suppose the latter, then you also suppose that the living 
stones are placed in the temple before its design is realized ; 
or that these stones are themselves changed after they are laid 
in their places. The growth, therefore, belongs to the edifice 
itself. It increases in size and height. Even in its unfinished 
state, the purpose of the fabric may be detected; and when it 
is completed, that purpose, apparent at every stage of its pro
gress, shall be manifest, fully and for ever-" a holy temple 
in the Lord." 

'l'he present participle uuvapµ0Xo1ovµ,Ev'l'J, is a rare term 
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occurring only once more, in iv. 16-o-vvapµ6sEw being the 
classic form----:-and denotes "being jointed together," or com
posed of parts fitted closely to each other. The whole struc
ture is compact and firm; not loose and ill-arranged masonry, 
which is as unstable in itself as it is offensive to the eye. 
But every stone is in its place, and fits its place. In this 
mutual adaptation there is no useless projection, no unsightly 
chasm. Neither excrescence nor defect mars the beauty of 
the structure-" in Christ" it is fitly framed together. There 
is no superfluous doctrine, and no forgotten precept; grace 
does not clash with statute or service; promises "are. yea 
and amen in Him;" pardon, peace, purity, and hope are 
linked into one another, because they are closely united to 
Him; and the members of the true church are so firmly 
allied, that the gifts and graces of one are supplementary 
to the gifts and graces of another. No qualification is lost, 
and none can be dispensed with. One's ingenuity devises 
what another's activity works out. vVhile conquests are made 
in distant climes, " she that tarries at home divides the 
spoil." The huge walls built round the Peirams by the 
Athenians under Themistocles, are described by the historian1 

as composed of large stones, square hewn, and built together, 
being fixed to one another, on the outside, with iron and lead. 
But such cumbrous ligatures do not disfigure those spiritual 
walls; for that magnetic influence which binds all the living 
stones to the chief Corner-stone, cements them, at the same 
time and by the s~me power, to one another in cordial sym
pathy and reciprocal coherence and support. As Fergusson 
says-" By taking band with Christ the foundation, they are 
fastened one to another." 

Atg€i is for the more usual avgavEt. It occurs Col. ii. 19, 
and also in the Greek poets. The present marks actual 
growth certainly, and may describe normal condition. Even 
in its immature state, and with so much that is undeveloped, 
one may admire its beauty of outline, and its graceful form 
and proportions. Vast augmentations may be certainly anti-

1 A!J1:1 'Y~( &p,tt.~«.J h«l'ri«J .&A.A{;A~," .,-o'v; Al8ov, S1T'1')'M, 'Ev-rO, ie oUn ;tiiA~~ &?1-re l'l"'l'1J.0; ~lo' 

k.11.>..~ ~U1ffJX.000P,'llfl,ill~l µ,s-yft:.AfJJ iJ9o-, ~«i h-ro~fi .i,-,,.,e;wn,, O'&~ti,e~ ,i,-,:0, &:A.t.i,A.i,u; .. a i~Ci!061" ,t.,,.) 
l'-''1,~;,,_ "'~'l'''"-Tbucydides, i. 93. 
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cipated; but its increase docs not destroy its adaptations, for 
it grows as " being fitly framed together." A structure not 
firm and compact, is in the greater danger of falling the higher 
it is carried; and " if it topple on our heads, what matters it 
whether we are crushed by a Corinthian or a Doric ruin?" 
But this fabric, with walls of more than Cyclopean or Pelas
gian strength and vastness, secures its own continuous and 
illimitable elevation and increase. The design of the edifice 
is next stated-

Et<; vaov fJ:ywv J.v Kvptcp-growcth-" into a holy temple in 
the Lord." It was a temple-a sacred edifice. The words 
J.v K vpl<[J belong to lhywv1 or rather to vaov lirywv; not as 
CEcumenius, Grotius, Baumgarten, Zachariae, Wolf, and 
Meyer suppose, to a11gEt ; for these critics, with the exception 
of the last, give EV the sense of Sia-it groweth "by means of" 
the Lord. Nor does Kvpw<; refer to God, as Michaelis, Koppe, 
Rosenmiiller, and Baumgarten-Crusius suppose, but, as in 
Pauline usage, to Christ. (See chap. i. 2, 3.) Neither are we, 
with Beza, Koppe, :Macknight, and otherB; to rob the EV of its 
own significance, making the phrase EV Kvp[<[J equivalent to a 
dative, and joining it with vaov ; nor, with Drusius and 
a-Lapide, to give it the meaning of a genitive. These are 
rash and ungrammatical modes of interpretation. It has no 
holiness but from the Lord, neither is it a temple but from its 
connection with Hirn. For the meaning of li1w<;, see i. 1. 
The signification of the simple dative-" a temple dedicated 
to the Lord,"1 cannot be admitted for another reason-that 

1 The vivacious fancy of a Frenchman is seen in the following description:
" Quelle sagesse encore nc remarque-t-on point dans la diverse dispensation des 
graces que l'Eglise re~oit de Dieu? lei il employe !'or brilliant cl'une foi extraor
dinairement eclairee; la !'argent secourable d'une charite liberale; la le fer dur et 
fenne d'une patience invincible; la le cedre incorruptible d'une vie pure, et eloignee 
des corruptions du monde; la la hauteur des colonnes qui paroissent de loin, pour 
mettre la verite dans une belle vuc; la la force des soubassemens qui la soutiennent 
et l'affermissent; afin que par ce moyen son Eglise soit un edifice bien ajuste et bien 
assorti, a qui rien ne manque pour sa subsistance. II se scrt meme de la contrariete 
des humeurs et des esprits, pour rendre cet ajustement plus parfait, Car par la 
promtitude et la vehemence des uns, ii excite la lentenr des autres: et par la lenteur 
-de ceux-ci ii monere et retient Ja promtitude de ceux-la. Par Jes lumieres des 
clairvoyans ii instruit Jes simples, et par la sainte simplicite des idiots, ii sanctifie 
Jes lumieres des clairvoyans. Si tons etoient houillans duns leur humeur, il y auroit 
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,Jesus is represented as the chief corner-stone, and cannot be 
also depicted as the God of the temple, or its officiating priest. 
But the chief corner-stone, solid and massiYe, gives firmness 
and sanctity to the structure. 'l'he term vaor; is apparently 
used of individual believers (1 Cor. iii. 16, 17, vi. 19; 2 Cor. 
Yi. 16. .Compare 1 Pet. ii. 3, 4), and its peculiar and specific 
meaning is given in the next clause, by the words KaToU<-'TJ
T~pwv TOV 0EOv-" habitation of God;" for vaor;, from vafo,, 
like the Latin aedes, is the dwelling of the Divinity. Exod. 
xxv. 8, ~2; 1 Kings vi. 12, 13; 1 Cor. vi. 19. The illustra
tion of the word is naturally postponed to the following verse. 

(Ver. 22.) 'Ev f, Kal vµ,€'ir; uvvotKoooµ,e'i,u0€-" In which 
also you are built together." To translate Kal vµ,lir; by "you 
eYen" may be too broad, but some comparison is involved. 
Some refer Jv rp to Kvpfrp, "in whom." Such is the opinion 
of Olshausen, Harless, De W ette, Meyer, Stier, Alford, and 
Ellicott. Others, like Zanchius, Grotius, and Koppe, go back 
with needless travel to cucporywvtalov for an antecedent. We 
prefer, with Calixtus, Rosenmiiller, Baumgarten, and Matthies, 
taking vaov /lrywv Jv Kvpfrp as the antecedent. If it be said, 
on the one hand, that Jv r'f, usually in such connections refers 
to Christ, then it may be said, on the other hand, that to be 
built i'n or into a temple keeps the figure homogeneous. The 
entire structure compacted in Jesus groweth into a temple, 
" in which ye also are built " as liYing stones. The vµ,€'i,;; 
may specially refer to the Gentile Christians, as they are 
peculiarly addressed and reminded of their privileges, for this 
verse is the conclusion of the paragraph which began with the 
congratulation-" Ye are no more strangers and foreigners." 

The intense signification of ma_qis ma_qisque which Bucer 
gives to the uvv- in composition with the uvvo£Koooµ€fu0e, is 
wholly unwarranted, saye by this implication, that the placing 
of those stones from the Ephesian quarry on the rising struc
ture added considerably to its size. Nor can we, with Calvin 

de l'emportement; si tous etoient froid.s, ii y auroit de la negligence: mais par la 
violence des nns ii echauffe la froi,leur de temperament des autres; et par la froideur 
des derniers ii tempere la trop grantle ardeur des premiers ; faisant et entretenant 
ainsi un heureux ajustement., et unesalutaire harmonie dans sonEglise."-Sermons sur 
l'Epitre de St. Paul aux Ephesiens, par fen M. Du Bose, tome iii. pp. 299, 300. 1699. 

p 
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and Meier, look upon the verb as an imperative; for the entire 
previous context is a recital of privilege, and the same form 
of syntactic connection is maintained throughout. The idea 
that seems to be entertained by Harless and Grotius is-As 
the whole building fitly framed together groweth into a holy 
temple in the Lord, so ye, individually or socially, are built 
up in like manner for a habitation of God in the Spirit. This 
opinion destroys as well the unity of the figure as the connec
tion of the verses. It is one temple which the apostle describes, 
and he concludes his delineation by telling the Ephesians that 
they formed part of its living materials and masonry. In 
3 Esdras v. 88, rTVVOb/COOOP,~<J"OP,€V vp,rv means-" we will build 
along with you." The dative is, however, in that clause 
formally expressed, while, in the passage· before us, no other 
party is referred to. The vp,ii,;; of this verse are the vµ.€'i,;; of 
ver. 19. The rrvv- may not, therefore, expressly denote 
"along with others," but rather-" Ye are built together in 
mutual contact or union among yourselves, or rather with all 
built in along with you." The verb is thGa of similar refer
ence with <J"vvapp,oMryovp,evn. 'l'he stones of that building are 
not thrown together without choice or order, but they adhere 
with a happy and unchanging union. Christians who have 
personal knowledge of one another have a closer intimacy, 
and so they are not wantonly separated in this structure, but, 
like the Ephesian church, are "built together"-

€le; /CaTOb/C'T}T~piov TOV ®€0l/ EV ITv€vp,an-" for an habitation 
of God in the Spirit." We regard these words as explanatory 
of the va6-. &ryw-. of the preceding verse, to the explanation of 
which the reader may turn. vVe can-not, with Harless, refer 
them to individual Christians, for such an idea mars the unity 
and completeness of the figure. As Stier remarks, too, all the 
nouns are in the singular, and refer to one structure. The 
purpose of the holy temple is defined. It is, as we have seen 
from several portions of the Old 'restament, the dwelling of 
God.1 "This is my rest"-" here will I stay." Now Jehovah 

1 Josephus records among the omens which preceded the fall of Jerusalem, that 
a mysterioug voice was heard in the temple to utter the awful words-" Let us go 
hence," as if its Didne inhabitant ·had been bidding it farewell, and leaying it to 
its fate. 
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dwelt in His temple for two purposes :-1. To instruct His 
people by His oracles and cheer them with His presence. 
"God is in the midst of her "-" Shine forth, Thou that 
dwellest between the cherubim"-" I will meet thee, and I 
will commune with thee." Moses brought the causes of the 
people "before the Lord." God inhabits this spiritual fane 
for spiritual ends-to teach and prompt, to guide and bless, 
to lead and comfort. His presence diffuses a light and a joy, 
of which the lustre of the Shechinah was only a faint reflec
tion and emblem. 2. Jehovah dwelt in the temple to accept 
the services of his people. 'l'he offerings were presented in 
the courts of the house to the God of the house. " Spiritual 
sacrifices " are still laid on the altar to God, and the odour of 
such oblations is a "sweet savour," rising with fresh aud un
dispersed perfume to Him who is enshrined in His sanctuary. 

Three interpretations have been proposed of the concluding 
words-ev ITvevµan. 1. Some, such as Chqsostom, Ru.ckert, 
Olshausen, and Holzhausen, as also Erasmus, Hornberg, 
Koppe, Flatt, and others, give the words an adjectival sense, 
as if they merely meant " spiritually," and characterized this 
edifice, in contrast with tlie Jewish temple "made with 
hands." But such an exposition is baseless. There is no 
contrast intended between a material and a spii-itual temple, 
nor is the1·e anything implying it. Nor could the two words, 
placed as they are by the apostle, naturally bear such a signi
fication. That the article is not necessary to give the words 
a personal reference as some, such as Rlickert, affirm, is plain 
from many similar passages, as may be seen in our remarks 
on i. 17, and in the following paragraph. 

2. Some join Jv ITvevµan to the verb a-vvouw8oµe'ia-0e, and 
then the words denote-" built together by means of the 
Spirit." This is the view of Theophylact, CEcumenius, 
Meyer, and Hodge. Calvin corn bines both this and the pre
ceding interpretation. To such an exegesis we might object, 
with Harless, that it is strange that words of such importance, 
denoting the medium of erection, should be found in the para
graph as a species of afte1·thought. Harless indeed adds, that 
Ilvevµa,deuoting the Spirit objectively,should have the article. 
But surely the article is not required any more than with the 
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Jv Kvplrp of the preceding verse. The reader may turn for 
proof to this epistle, iii. 5, vi. 18; and Matt. xxii. 43; Rom. 
viii. 4 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 2 ; Gal. iv. 29, v. 5; in all which places 
the Holy Ghost is referred to, and the noun wants the article. 
See under i. 17. Where the Holy Spirit in distinct and ex
ternal personality is spoken of, or His influences are regarded 
as coming from without, the noun has the article; but in many 
places where He is conceived of in His subjective operations, 
the article is either inserted or omitted. It is omitted Matt. 
i. 18-20, iij. 11, and inserted Luke ii. 27, iv. 1, 14. Perhaps 
the idea of divine power exerted ab extra is intended in these 
last passages. When the epithet &ryiov is employed, the article 
is sometimes used and sometimes not, though the cases of omis
sion are rather more frequent. But no possible difference of 
meaning can in many places be detected. Harless instances 
1 Cor. ii. 4, 13, compared with ver. 10, in which last verse 
the Spirit is conceived of as God's, and has the article .. In 
the phrases in which the Spirit's relation to the Father is 
kept in view, the article is used. But revelation is as clearly 
ascribed to the Spirit in this epistle, iii. 5, as in 1 Cor. ii. 101 

and yet in the former place it has no article. The article, 
without difference of view, is employed and rejected in con
tiguous verses. Acts viii. 17, 18, 19, xix. 2, 6 ; John iii. 5, 6. 
The cases of insertion in these quotations may be accounted 
for on other and mere grammatical principles. Fritzsche ad 
Rom. viii. 4. 

3. The third interpretation is that supported virtually by 
Stier, De W ette, and Matthies. God dwells in this temple 
as in individual believers " by or in His Spirit." Christians 
are the temple of God, because the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
them. 1 Cor. iii. 16. What is true of them separately is also 
true of them collectively-they are the residence of God in 
the Spirit. 'Ev IIvEvµwrt defines the mode of inhabitation. 
That temple, from its connection with the Spirit-inasmuch 
as the Spirit has fashioned, quickened, and laid its living 
stones, and dwells within them-is "a habitation of God." 
'l'he God who resides in the church is the enlightening, puri
fying, elevating, comforting Spirit. The apostle's own defini
tion of the formula is-" Ye are Jv IIvEvµa-n-in the Spirit, if 
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so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." Rom. viii. 9. 
And thus again, as often before, the Trinity or the triune rela
tion of God to His people is brought out. The Father dwells 
in the Spirit in that temple of which the Son is the chief 
comer-stone. 'l'he church is one, holy and divine ; it rests 
on Christ-is possessed by God-filled with the Spirit-and 
is ever increasing. 



CHAP. III. 

HAVING illustrated with such cordial satisfaction and impres
sive imagery the high privileges of the Gentile converts, the 
apostle, as his manner is, resolves to present a prayer for 
them. But other thoughts rush into his mind, suggested by 
his own personal condition.1 He was a prisoner; and as he 
was now writing to Gentiles, at least was at that moment 
addressing the Gentile portion of the Ephesian church, an 
allusion to his bonds was natural, and seems to have been 
introduced at once as a proof of the honesty of his congratu
lations, and as a circumstance that must have prepared his 
readers to enter into the spirit of the earnest and comprehen
sive supplication to be offered on their behalf. But the 
impressive theme on which he had been dilating with such 
ecstasy still vibrated in his heart, and the mention of his im
prisonment, originating in his attachment to the Gentiles, 
suggested a reference to his special functions as the apostle of 
heathendom. These ideas came upon him witn such force, 
and brought with them such associations, that he could not 
easily pass from them. The clank of his chain at length 
awakens him to present reality, and he concludes the paren
thesis with a request that his readers would not mope and 
despond over his sufferings, endured for a cause in which they 
had so tender and blessed interest. The 1st and 13th verses 
are thus· in close connection, and the apostle, as if describing 
a circle, comes round at length to the point from which he 
originally started. The connection is-" For this cause, I 
Paul, the p1·isoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles"-" bow 
my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

(Ver. 1.) Tovrov xdpw-" For this cause;" the reference 

1 The accusers of the apostle had not yet come to Rome, and he might therefore 
be detained for an indefinite period. This law was afterwards altered, and the sus
pension of a pro<:ess for a year was held to Le tantamount to its abandomnent. 
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being not to any special element in the previous illustratiou, 
but to the whole of it-inasmuch as Gentile believers are 
raised along with believing Jews to those high privileges and 
honours now common to both of them. The remarks we have 
made will show that we regard the construction as broken by 
a long parenthesis, and resumed in ver. 14, not at ver. 8, as 
CEcumenius and Grotius suppose, nor yet at ver. 13, as Zan
chius, Cramer, and Holzhausen maintain. In the former 
hypothesis, the connection thus stands-" I Paul, the prisoner 
of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles"-" even to me, less than 
the least of all saints, is this grace given." But here there is 
no natural contact of ideas, and the change of case from the 
nominative to the dative, though vindicated by CEcumenius 
from examples in Thucydides and Demosthenes, is, as Origen 
affirms, a solecism, and is fatal to the hypothesis. Catena in 
Zoe. ed. Cramer. Oxford, 1842. The 8th verse is insepar
ably connected also with the 6th and 7th verses. The 
other opinion, that the course of thought is resumed in 
ver. 13, is proved to be untenable as wcU by the occurrence 
of the simple oio in that verse, as by the fact that the 
repeated -rouTov xapiv of the following verae has no founda
tion in the sentiment of the 13th. The idea expressed in the 
13th verse is a subordinate and natural conclusion of the 
digression. Erasmus Schmid, Michaelis, and Hammond 
would consider the whole chapter a parenthesis, but such an 
opinion makes the digression altogether too long, and over
looks the connecting link in ver. 14. The majority of expo
sitors adopt the view we have given, to wit, that ver. 14 
resumes the interrupted sentiment. 'l'heodoret says--ravTa 
wavm (ver. 1-13) ev µ,iurp T€0€UCf1J<; avaXaµ,/3avEt TOV 7rEpt 
,rpocrn.'Xfir; Xo"fov. This opinion plainly harmonizes with the 
scope and construction of the chapter. Winer, § 62-4. 

But there are some commentators who deny that any par
enthesis or digression occurs, and for this purpose various 
supplements have been proposed for the 1st verse. Many 
supply the verb Elµ,{-" For this cause I Paul am the prisoner 
of Jesus Christ." This conjecture has for its authority the 
Peschito, which is followed by Chrysostom, Theophylact, 
Anselm, Erasmus, Aretius, Cajetan, Beza, with a large host 
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of modern critics, the version of Tyndale, and Geneva. The 
paraphrase of Chrysostom is-out TOVTo 11:al €"f6J oeo€µ,at j and 
he adds· in explanation of the phrase-" if my Master was 
crucified for you, much more am I bound." But our objection 
is, first, that 'M.crµ,to'. has the article-I am the prisoner, whereas· 
Paul may be supposed to say, "I am a prisoner." It is . 
alleged by Beza, Rollock, and Meyer, tliat the notoriety of 
Paul as a prisoner might have prompted him to use the article. 
But such a supposition is not in harmony with the apostle's 
character. Under such an exegesis also, as has been often 
remarked, TOVTOV xapw and {,,7rep vµwv would form a tautology. 
'l'he apostle does not mean to magnify the fact of his imprison
ment: he merely hints in passing that it. originated in the 
proclamation of those very truths which he had been discuss
ing. Middleton on Greek .Article, p. 358. Others, again, 
such as the Codices D, E, supply 7rpEcrf]evw-a spurious 
insertion borrowed from vi. 20, and adopted by Ambrosiaster 
and Castalio, as well as by Calvin in his Latin rendering
legatione fungor. Another MS. has the verb KEKavxr;µ,ai, 
taken from Phil. ii. 16. Jerome supplies-cognovi mysterium, 
and Camerarius gives us-hoe scribo. iieyer's rendering is · 
peculiar-deshalb-because you are inbuilt-zu diesem Behufe 
bin Ich Paulus1 der Gefesselte Christi Jesu um euret der Heiden 
willen. But the plain supposition of a long parenthesis ren
ders all such supplements superfluous, 

'Ery6J IIav)ws--" I Paul," his own name being inserted to 
give distinctness, personality, and authority to.the statement, 
as in 1 Cor. i. 12, 13, iii. 4, 5, 22 ; 2 Cor. x. 1; Gal. v. 2; 
Col. i. 23 ; 1 Thess. ii. 18 ; Phil. 9. That name was vene
rated in those churches, and its formal mention must have 
struck a deep and tender chord in their bosom. Once Saul, 
the synonyme of antichristian intolerance, it was now Paul, 
not merely a disciple or a servant, but-

o oecrµ,to'. TOV Xpunov 'lr;crov-"the prisoner of Christ Jesus." 
2 Tim. i. 8; Phil. 9. The genitive, as that of originating 
cause, signifies not merely " a prisoner belonging to Christ," 
but one whom Uhrist, that is, Christ's cause, and not Cresar, 
had imprisoned. \¥iner, § 30, 2, /3; Acts xxiii. 11. His loss 
of liberty arose from no violation of law on his part: it was 
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solely in prosecuting his mission that he was apprehended and 
confined ; for he was in fctters-

tnrep vµ,wv TWV €0vwv-" on behalf of you Gentiles," a 
common sense of the preposition, which is repeated in ver. 12. 
It was his office as apostle of the Gentiles which exposed him 
to persecution, and led to his present incarceration. Acts 
xxii. 22, xxv. 11, xxviii. 16. His vindication of such 
truths as formed the last paragraph of the preceding chapter, 
roused Jewish jealousy and indignation. Nay, in writing to 
the Ephesia~s he could not forget that the suspicion of his 
having taken an Ephesian named Trophimus into the temple 
with him, created the popular disturbance that led to his cap
ture and his final appeal to C::esar, his journey to Rome, and 
his imprisonment in the imperial city. The apostle proceeds 
to explain more fully the meaning of this clause-

(Ver. 2.) Errye ~,covcraTE Thv ol,covoµ,{av-" If indeed ye have 
heard of the dispensation." As the translation-" if ye have 
heard "-seems to imply that Paul was a stranger to the 
Ephesian church, various attempts have been made to give 
the words another rendering. (See Introduction.) That efryf 
may bear the meaning "since," is undeniable (iv. 21 ; Col. i. 
23) ; or, " if indeed, as I take for granted, ye have heard ; " 
or, as Estius and Wiggers translate-" if, as is indeed the 
case, ye have heard." Hermann, ad Viger. p. 834. The 
particle rye is used in suppletive sentences (Hartung, Parti!t:. 
i. 391) and may be rendered und zwar - " and indeed." 
Harless is inclined to take the words as hypothetical, as 
indicating want of personal acquaintance with his readers ; 
but Hartung (ii. 212,) lays it down, that in cases where the 
contents of the sentence are adduced as proof of a preceding 
statement, the meaning of efrye approaches that of on and 
bret. Hoogeveen also states the same canon.2 The apostle 
says--I am a prisoner for you Gentiles; and he now gives the 
reason of his assertion-Ye must surely have heard of the dis
pensation committed to me-a dispensation whose prominent 
and distinctive element it is to preach among the Gentiles. 

Reckless efforts have been made upon the verb ~,colJ(TaTE-

1 Stud, and Kritik. 1841, p. 432. 

2 JJocirina Pm•/icula1·11m, ,J-c. p. 158, erl. Schlitz; Klotz-Ile•:Ar. p . .SU8. 
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as when Pelagius renders it firrniter tenetis. So Anselm, Gro
tius, and Rinck, Sendschi·eib. des Kori nth, p. 56. See under i. 15. 
The apostle has been supposed by Musculus, Crocius, Flatt, 
and De W ette, to mean '( hearing by report of others." There 
is no proof of this in the language, nor of the other version
" hearing, and also attending and understanding." The writer 
may refer to his own sei·mons, for we cannot say with Calvin 
-credibile est, quum ageret Ephesi, eum tacuisse de his rebus. 
The apostle may, in this quiet form, stir up their memory of 
the truth, that mission to the heathen was his special work
not his work by accident, but by fixed divine arrangement. 
He preached in Ephesus to both Jew and Gentile; and his 
precise vocation, as the apostle of the Gentiles, might not have 
been very fully or formally discussed. Still it was a theme 
which could not have been kept in abeyance. 'l'hey surely 
had heard it from his lips; and this Etrye, rather than lfn, is 
the expression of a gentle hope that they had not forgotten 
the lesson. Yet there is no reprehension in the phrase, as is 
supposed by Vitringa and Holzhausen. 

'rhe term olKovoµ,{a does not signify the apostolical office, 
as is the opinion of Luther, Musculus, Rollock, Aretius, 
Crocius, vVieseler, and others, for it is explained by the 
apostle himself in the following verse ; and it cannot denote 
dispensatio doctrinm, as Pelagius translates it; nor offici'um 
dispensandm gratim Dei, as Anselm explains it. See under 
i. 10. Its meaning is arrangement or plan; and the apostle 
employs it to describe the mode in which he had been selected 
and qualified to preach faith and privilege to the Gentiles. 
Chrysostom identifies the ol,covoµ,ta with the a11ro1CaAv'tt-; of 
the following verse-" As much as to say, I learned it not 
from man.'' How came it that a person like Paul-a staunch 
Pharisee, a scholar of Gamaliel, at'tached to rabbinical studies, 
and a zealot in defence of the law-how came it that he, with 
antecedents so notorious in their contrast, should be the man 
to preach, as his special mission, the entrance of Gentiles into 
Christian privilege? The method of his initiation was of 
God ; and that " economy " is described as being-

TIJ'i x<iptTO', TOV 0eov rfi,;, Do0E{a-'I}~' µ,ot el<, vµ,as-" of the 
grace of God which is given me to you-ward." This xapi,;, is 
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not, as Grotius and .Riickert imagine, the apostolical office, 
but the source or contents of it. We see no ground to identify 
xapv:; with the following µv<TT'l]pwv, though it includes it. 'l'he 
idea is either that the obcovoµ{a had its origin in that xap,,-;, or 
rather that the xapv; was its characteristic element. Winer, 
§ 30, 2. That grace was given him, not that he might enjoy 
it as a private luxury, but that he by its assistance might 
impart it to othcrs-el<; vµas-" to you," not inter vos, as Storr 
makes it. Gal. i. 15, ii. 9; Acts xxii. 21. There may, as 
Stier suggests, be an allusion in the ol,wvoµla to the ol,wSoµfJ 

of ver. 21 in the previous chapter. In the house-arrangement 
and distribution of offices, the building of the Gentile portion 
of the structure was Paul's special function. 'l'he apostle now 
becomes more special in his description-

(Ver. 3.) "On KaT<'i a'7f'OKaA.mfrtv lryvropl<r0'1] J-1,0l Tb J-1,V<TT'IJPWV 

-" How that by revelation was the mystery made known to 
me.'' 'Eryvropt<Te is the reading of the Received Text, on the 
authority of D1 n, E, J, K, and many minuscules, and is 
received by Knapp and Tittmann; but Jryvropt<T0'1J has the pre
ponderant authority of A,B,C,D1,F,G, &c., the Syriac and 
V ulgate, and is adopted by Lachmann, Hahn, and Tischendorf. 
The "relative particle on, as the correlative of TI, introduces 
an objective sentence." Donaldson, Greek Gram.,§ 584. It 
leads to further explanation, and the clause is a supplementary 
accusative connected with the previous verb. The mystery 
itself is unfolded in ver. 6; for, as we have seen under i. 9, 
"mystery" is not something in itself incomprehensible, but 
merely something unknown till God please to reveal it
something undiscovcrable by man, and to the knowledge of 
which he comes by divine disclosure-KaT<'.t a7f'OKaAV'lflV, the 
emphasis lying on the phrase, as is indicated by its position. 
Gal. ii. 2. In Gal. i. 12, the genitive with Sia is employed. 
Grammarians, as Bernhardy (p. 241) and "\Viner (§ 59), show 
that ,cani, with the accusative, has sometimes an adve1·bial 
signification; so l\foycr renders offenbarungsweise. The differ
ence is not material ; but ot' a7ro,ca")\v'tew,;; would refer to the 
means or method of disclosure, whereas ,card a7ro,ca)l.vyw may 
describe the shape which it assum~d. The general spirit of 
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the statement is that his mission to the Gentiles was not 
' created by the expansive philanthropy of his own bosom, nor 

was it any sourness of temper against his countrymen, that 
prompted him to select, as his favourite sphere of labour, the 
outfield of heathendom. He might have been a believer, b~t 
still, like many tnousands of the Jews-" zealous of the law." 
It was by special instruction that he comprehended the world
wide adaptions of the gospel, and gave himself to the work of 
evangelizing the heathen-the mystery being their admission 
to church fellowship equally with the Jews. He alludes, not 
perhaps so much to the first instructions of the divine will at 
his conversion (Acts ix. 15), as to subsequent revelations. 
Acts xxii. 21; Gal. i. 16. And he adds--

,ca86J, 7rpol,ypay-a EV o?l-fryq> -" as I have just written in 
brief;" or, as Tyndale renders-" as I wrote above, in feawe 
wordes." i. 9, ii. 13. The parenthetical marking of some 
editors, commencing with this clause, and extending to the 
end of ver. 4, is useless; and the relative 5 in ver. 5 belongs 
to the antecedent µvuT1pwv in ver. 4. There is no occasion, 
with Hunnius, Marloratus, Chrysostom, and Calvin, to make 
the reference in the verb to some earlier epistle. Theodoret 
says well-oux W<; 'TW€<; V7riXa/3ov, on €7'€pav f.71'l(j"TOA~V 

,y~parpw. See under i. 12. Such is the view of the grnat 
body of interpreters. 'rhe apostle refers to what he had now 
written in the preceding paragraph-from ver. 13 to thl:\ end 
of the second chapter-and apparently not, as Alford says, to 
i. 9; nor, as Ellicott says, to the fact contained in the imme
diately preceding ciause. 

And he had written ev oXfryp-in bnmi (Vulgate), "in brief" 
-in a few words.· See Kypke, Observat. ii. p. 293, in which 
examples arc given from Herodotus, Thucydides, and Aristotle. 
Theodoret-followed by Erasmus,Camerarius, Calvin, Grotius, 
Estius, Koppe, Baumgarten-Crusius, and many others-pro
poses that e.v oX{ryq> should be taken as explanatory of the 
7rpo- in wpoErypata, and that the phrase signifies vvv, or paulo 
ante. Bodius conveniently combines both views. But such 
a construction cannot be admitted; to express such an idea 
wp?i o>,,,fryov would have been employed. And the apostle has 
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not intimated simply that such a mystery was disclosed to 
him, but that he has also noted down the results or contents 
of the disclosure, and for this purpose-

(Ver. 4.) Ilpor;; &. Ilpor;; & cannot be identified, as 'l'heo
phylact does, with €f &v. It may mean, as Harless and De 
W ette translate, " in consequence of which;" or, as in our 
version, "whereby." vVe question, however, whether this 
meaning can be sustained. It may be the ultimate, but it is 
not the immediate sense. Its more usual signification-" in 
reference to which"-is as appropriate. Winer,§ 49, h. Such 
is also the rendering of Peile-" referring to which." Herodot. 
iii. 52; Jelf, p. 638; Matthiae, § 591; Bernhardy, p. 265; 
Vigerus, De ldiotisrnis, ii. p. 694; London, 1824. 'l'he 
reference is subjective-" as I have already written in brief, 
in reference to which portion--' tanquam ad specimen,' when 
ye read it, ye may understand my knowledge." In the phrase 
7rp6r;; o, the apostle quietly claims their special attention to the 
passage on which such notoriety is bestowed, and adds-

ovvau0E avaryivw<TIWVT€', vorwai Ti/V O-VV€<Tfv µov €V T<p 
µva-n1pt<p rov Xpia-Tov-" you can while reading perceive my 
insight in the mystery of Christ." When this epistle reached 
them it was presumed that they would read it ;1 and as they 
read it, they would feel their competence. The present parti
ciple expresses contemporaneous action-the reading being 
parallel in time to the perception; though the latter is expressed 
by the aorist infinitive, which form, accorcliug to Donaldson, 
"describes a single act either as the completion or as the com
mencement of a continuity." Greek Gram.§ 427, d. If this 
be supposed to be too refined, it may be added that several 
verbs, as ovvaµai, are in Greek idiom followed by the aorist 
rather than the present. Winer,§ 44, 7. 'The verb voijuai means 
to perceive-come to the knowledge of-to mark; whereas 
a-vveuir; is intelligence or insight, and does not require the 
repetition of the article before €V T~o µvrrT'T/p{<p, as one idea is 
conveyed. Josh. i. 7; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12; Daniel i. 17; 

1 "Here he confuteth the papists, on account of their cursed practice in taking 
away the key of knowledge-the reading of the Scriptures; in which fact they are 
like the Philistines putting out the eyes of Samson, and taking away the smith~, 
not leaving a weapon in Israel. "--Bayne, on Eph. in lnc. Lond. 1643. 
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3 Esdras i. 3. Winer, § 20, 2; Tittmann's Bynon. p. 191. 
If ye read what I have written, ye shall perceive what grasp 
I have of the mystery ; and my knowledge of it is based on 
immediate revelation. True, the apostle had written but 
briefly, yet these hints were the index of a fuller familiarity 
with the theme. The genitive, Tov Xpi<T7ou, is probably that 
of object. Ellicott, following Stier, inclines to make it that of 
material or identity, which appears too refined and strained
Colossians i. 27 not being exactly parallel, but being a sub
jective phase of the same great truth. But why should the 
apostle solemnly profess such knowledge of the mystery t1 
We can scarcely suppose, with Olshausen, Harless, and De 
W ette, that Paul had in his eye other pers9ns who were 
strangers to him, or who were hostile to his claims ; nor can 
we imagine, with Wiggers, that he wrote to the Ephesians as 
representatives of the heathen world. Stud. und Kritik. p. 43;l; 
1841. It could be no vulgar self-assertion that prompted 
the reference. Possibly he was afraid of coming evils from 
,Judaizing teachers and haughty zealots, and therefore, having 
illustrated the equality of Gentile privilege, he next vindicates 
it by the solemn interposition of his apostolical authority. 

(Ver. 5.) ''O JTipatc; "f€V~'ic; ovFC Jryv(t)p{CT017 To'ic; vio'ic; Twv 
av0pC:nrwv-"Which in other ages was not made known to the 
sons of men." The antecedent to f5 is fWCTTijpwv, the relative 
forming a frequent link of connection. The Jv which is found 
in the Received Text is condemned by the evidence of MSS., 
such as A, C, D, E, F, G, I, K. The dative as a designation 
of the time in which an action took place may stand by itself 
without a preposition, as in ii. 12, though in poetry the pre
position is frequently prefixed. Kuhner,§ 569; Stuart,§ 106; 
Winer, § 31, 9. According to some, "fl:.V€aZc; is a species of 
ablative, with an ellipse of the preposition, and, as usually 
happe~s in such a case, MSS. vary in their readings. Bos, 
Ellipses Grcecm, ed. SchIBfer, p. 437. r€vEa, corresponding to 
the Hebrew .,;.,,, signifies here the time occupied by a genera
ration-an age measured by the average length of human 
life. Acts xiv. 16, xv. 21 ; Col. i. 26. There is no reason 
to adopt the opinion of Meyer and Hodge, and take the term 
to signify men, having, in epexegetical apposition with it, the 
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phrase TO£, vio'ic; TWV avBpoYTrWV, Such a _construc~ion is ~lum~y' 
and it is far better to give the two datives a differential sig
nification. The formula hepai ryevea{, so used with the past 
tense refers to past ages, and stands in contrast with vvv. 

That the phrase " sons of men'' should, as Bengel supposes, 
mean the prophets of the Old Testament, is wholly out of the 
question. Ezekiel was often named o:,~~;i-" son of man/' but 
the prophets never as a body received the cognomen "sons of 
men." We can scarcely say, with Harless, l\Iatthies, and 
Stier, that there is studied emphasis in the words, as if to 
bring out the need which such generations had of this know
ledg9t since they were men sprung of men, and were in want 
of that Spirit so plentifully conferred in these recent times. 
Mark iii. 28, compared with Matt. xii. 31. The wOTds so 
familiar to a Hebrew ear, seem to have been suggested by the 
ryeved to the apostolic mind. As age after age passed away, 
successive generations of mortal men appeared. Sons suc
ceeded fathers, and their sons succeeded them ; so that by 
"sons of men" is signified the successive band of contem
poraries whose lives measnred these fleeting ryevea{. The 
meaning of the apostle, however, is not that the mystery was 
unknown to all men, for it was known to a few; but he intends 
to say, that in the minds of men generally it did not possess 
that prominence and clearness which it did in apostolic times. 
And he fills up the contrast, thus-

ro,;- vvv U7r€Ka">i.vcp0rf rote; <lry[oic; ll7rOO'"TOAOlc; aVTOV-" as it 
has been now revealed to His holy apostles." The aorist is 
connected with vvv-a connection possible in Greek, but im
possible in English. Revelation is the mode by which the 
apostles gained an insight into the mystery which in previous 
ages had not been divulged. Bengel says-not~"ficatio per 
revelationem est Jons notificationis PM' prCEconium. 'l'he points 
of comparison introduced by we; are various :-1. In point of 
time-vvv. Only since the advent of Jesus has the shadow 
been dispelled. 2. In breadth of communication. The apostle 
speaks of the general intimation which the ancient world had 
of the mystery, and compares it with those full and exact 
conceptions of it which these recent revelations by the Spirit 
had imparted. 3. In medium and object. The "sons of 
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men" are opposed to holy apostles and prophets. The apostle's 
meaning fully brought out is-As it has been now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, and by them 
made known to the present age. If the mystery needed to 
be revealed by the Spirit, and to minds of such preparation 
and susceptibility as those of apostles and prophets ; if its 
disclosure required such supernatural influence and f:mch a 
selected class of recipients-then it is plain that very inade
quate and glimmering notions of it must have been entertained 
by past generations. The " prophets" have been described 
under ii. 20, and " apostles and prophets " will be more fully 
illustrated under iv. 11. The epithet /Jrtwt is unusual in this 
application, though it is given to the old prophets. 2 Kings 
iv. 9; Luke i. 70; 2 Pet. i. 21. The term has been explained 
under i. 1, and in this place its sense is brought out by the 
following avTOu. They were His in a special sense, selected, 
endowed, commissioned, inspired, sustained1 and acknowledged 
by Him, and so they were" holy." Not only were they so 
officially, but their character was in harmony with their awful 
functions. They were not indeed holier than others; no such 
comparison is intended. The Ephesian church was "holy" as 
well as the apostles; but they are called holy in this special 
sense and in their collective capacity, from the nearness and 
peculiarity of their relation to God. The Jewish people were 
a "holy nation," but on the "forefront of the mitre" of the 
high priest, of him who stood within the vail and before the 
mercy-seat, there was a golden plate with the significant 
inscription-(( HOE .. INESS TO JEHOVAH." 

t<:al ,rpocfr,irat<; EV Ilv€vµ,an-" and prophets in tr-- Spirit." 
Lachmann, followed by Bisping, places a comma after aryloi<;, 
and regards the next words as in apposition. IIv€uµ,a has not 
the article. See under i. 17 ; see also under ii. 22. Am bro
siaster and Erasmus connect Ell IIvH1µ,an with the following 
verse, a supposition which the structure of the succeeding 
sentence forbids; and Meier joins the same phrase to aryloi<;, 
as if Jv IIvEvµan explained the term-a hypothesis which is 
also set aside by the order of the words. The majority of 
expositors, from Jerome ancl Anselm to Stier and Conybeare, 
join the words to the previous verb-1

' revealed in" or "by 
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the Spirit.l' The clause will certainly bear this interpretation, 
a.nd the sense is apparent. Winer, § 20, 4. But the phrase-

" 1 d" . d ology _ is peculiar. Peile translates- a post es an mspire 
interpreters," but he eri;?neously t~inks that p_rophets a~d 
apostles are the same. lSee under 11. 20. It might be said 
that the pronoun seems to qualify a?ro<TTo>..oi~Toi,;, wyloi,;, 

- a?rOU70Mtc; avTov-to His holy apostles, while the prophets 
have no distinctive character given them, unless it be by the 
words ev ITv€vµ,aTt, for they were prophets, and had become 
so, or had a right to the title, Jv IIv€6µ,an. 2 Pet. i. 21. This 
interpretation was before the mind of Chrysostom, though he 
did not adopt it, and Koppe and Holzhausen have formally 
maintained it. The construction would then resemble that of 
the same formula in the last verse of the preceding chapter. 
Similar.construction is found Rom. viii. 9, xiv. 17; 1 Cor. xii. 
3; Col. i. 8; Rev. i. 10. The epithet is not superfluous, as these 
men became prophets only "in the Spirit." The apostles them
selves stand in the room of the Old Testament prophets, and 
their possession of the Spirit was a prominent and functional 
distinction. But the prophets so-called under the New Testa
ment. were not to be undervalued; they, too, were " in the 
Spirit." De Wette objects that such an epithet for the prophets 
would be too distinctive. But why so? The apostles were 
God's-aih·ov-in a special sense, and they were arywt in con
sequence. But Paul does not give the "prophets" either one 
or other of these lofty designations. The apostles had high 
office and prerogatives, but the possession of the Spirit was 
the solitary distinction of the prophets, and by it the sacred 

· writer seems to characterize them. At the same time, the 
ordinary construction of ev IIv€vµ,an with the verb gives so 
good a meaning, that we could not justify ourselves in depart
ing from it. 

The general sense of the verse is evident. The apostle does 
not seem to deny all knowledge of the mystery to the ancient 
world, but he only compares their knowledge of it, which at 
best was a species of perplexed clai"-rvoyance, with the fuller 
revelation of its terms and contents given to modern apostles 
and prophets j or as Theodoret contrasts it -ov ,yap Ta 

, ,s:,, '"\ "- ~ \ \ " I I 'lTparyµ,aTa €wov, a"'IW 'TOU<, ?r€pt TOOV 1rparyµanvv 1rpo€rypa,[rav 
Q 
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Xo"fov<;. In Vetere Testamento Novum latet, et in Novo Velus 
patet. The scholium in Matthaci-" that the men of old knew 
that the Gentiles should be called, but not that they should 
be fellow-heirs," contains a distinction too acute and refined. 
'l'he intimations in the Old Testament of the calling of the 
Gentiles are frequent, but not full; disclosing the fact, but 
keeping the method in shade. The apostle James refers to 
this in Acts xv. 14. But after the .death of Christ, which, by 
its repeal of the ceremonial code, was the grand means of 
Judreo-Gentile union, a church, without reference to race, was 
fully organized. The salvation of guilty men of all races 
became a distinctive feature of the gospel, and thel'efore the 
incorporation of non-Israel into the churc~, revealed to Peter 
and Paul by the Spirit, was more clearly understood from the 
results of daily experience and the fruits of missionary enter
prise. Acts xi. 17, 18, xv. 7, 13. 

(Ver. 6.) This verse explains the mystery. The infinitive 
€Ivai contains the idea of design if viewed from one point, and 
of fact if viewed from another-the purpose seen or realized 
in the purport or contents. It does not depend upon the last 
verse, but unfolds the unimagined contents of the revelation-

Eivat 7".X Wvrt U'IJ"flCX'l'}pOvoµa-" that the Gentiles a1-e fel
low-heirs." Rom. viii. 17. Remarks have been made on the 
,c)vfJpovoµia, under i. 14, 18. The Gentiles were to be co-heirs 
with the believing Jews, without modification or diminution 
of privilege. Their heirship was based on the same charter, 
and referred to the same inheritance. Nor, though that heir
ship was very Tecent in date, were they only residuary lega
tees, bound to be content with any contingent remainder that 
satiated Israel might happen to leave. No; they inherited 
.equally with the earlier sons. Theirs was neither an uncertain 
nor a minor portion. And not only were they joint-heirs, 
but even-

,cat avvrrruµa-" and of the same body,"-concoryorales
a more intimate union still. The form of spelling rrvvrrwµa 
is found in A, B1, D, E, F, G. 'l'he Gentiles were of the 
same body-not attached like an excrescence, not incorpo
mted like a foreign substance, but concorporated so that the 
additional were not he distinguished from the original mem-
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hers in such a perfect amalgamation. The body is the one 
church under the one Head, and believing Jew and Gentile 
form that one body, without schism or the detection of national 
variety or of previous condition. Thus Theophylact-ev ryap 

' ' '0 ' ' ' 'I ' ' ~ ..,, ' "" urop,a rye;yova<JW 0£ € VUC0£ 'TT'pO<; TOV<; apa'1)"'£Ta<; /J,Uf K€'t'a"''[/ 
iv Xpt<FT<p <TV"f!Cpa'tovµevot. Comp. ii. 16. Still further-

/Ca£ uvvµ,b-oxa rfj,; f'TT'WfY€'Xiar;-" and fellow-partakers of 
the promise." The pronoun avrov of the Received Text is 
not found in the more important MSS. and versions, and is 
rejected by Lachmann and Tischendorf, though it occurs in 
D2, D3, E, F, G, K, L. The spelling uuvµ,froxa is found 
in A, B1, C, D1, F, G. It has been thought by many to 
be too narrow a view to restrict the promise to the Holy 
Spirit. But many things favour such an opinion. He is 
the prominent gift or promise of the new covenant, as Paul 
hints in his comprehensive question, Gal. iii. 2; while again, 
in ver. 14 of the same chapter, he adds, as descriptive 
of the blessing of Abraham coming on the Gentiles-" that 
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." 
Joel ii. 28, 29. Peter, vindicating his mission to Cornelius, 
refers also as a conclusive demonstration of its heavenly origin 
to the fact, that "the Holy Ghost fell on them as on us." 
He repeats the same evidence on another occasion. Acts xv. 8. 
The promise is here singled out by the article ; and in the 
mind of the apostle, who had already referred to the Holy 
Ghost under a similar designation and in connection with the 
inheritance (i. 13), the one grand distinctive and dispensa
tional promise was that of the Spirit. And if the al1Tov be 
spurious, the naked emphasis laid on the term itself shows 
that to Paul it had a simple, well-known, and unmistakable 
meaning. Ellicott says that this view is scarcely consonant 
with uvyKX77povoµa-fellow-heirs. But the theology of the 
apostle shows the perfect consonance. Rom. viii. 14-17. 
They alone are heirs who are sons, and they alone are sons 
who are led by the Spirit of God. Then is added-

ev Xpt<T't,j', 'l7Jo-ov-in Christ Jesus-as A, B, C, followed 
by the Coptic and Vulgate, read. We would not, with Vatab
lus, Koppe, Meier, Holzhausen, and Baumgarten-Crusius, 
restrict Jv Xpto-rf, l170-ov to the preceding noun J7raiyrye"J\(a-
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"promise in Christ"-for then we might have expected a repe
tition of the article; but, with the majority of critics, we 
regard it· as qualifying the whole three adjectives, as the inner 
sphere of union, while the medium or instrumental cause is 
next stated-

O£d, Tov ev<11Y'YeX[ou-not, as Locke translates, "in the time 
of the gospel ; " but " by means of the gospel.'' The prepo
sitions iv and oui stand in a similar relation, as in i. 7. "In 
Christ," were the Gentiles co-heirs, co-incorporated, and 
co-partakers of the promise with believing Israel, enjoying 
union in Him, "through that gospel" which was preached to 
them; for its object was to proclaim Christ-" our peace." 

How·, then, do the three epithets stand connected? There 
seems to be no climax, as Jerome, Pelagins, and Baumgarten
Crusius suppose ; nor an anticlimax, as is the opinion of 
Zanchius: yet we cannot adopt the idea of Valpy and others, 
that the series of terms is loosely thrown together without 
discrimination.1 We apprehend that the apostle employs the 
three terms, in the fulness of his heart, at once to magnify the 
mystery, and to prevent mistake. The uvv- is thrice repeated, 
and 1:rvvuroµa and uvvp,b-oxa, are terms coined for the occa
sion, though. the verb uvµµ€Tlxro occurs in classic Greek, as 
in Euripides, Bupp. 648-(TVµµemuxovr-e~; Xenophon, Ana
basis, viL 8. 17; Plat. Theret., Opera, vol. iii. p. 495, ed-Bekker; 
'l'he Gentiles are fellow-heirs. Bnt such a fellowship might 
be external to a great extent-Esau might inherit though he 
severed himself from J acob's society. The apostle intensifies 
his meaning, and declares that they are not only fellow-heirs7 

but of the same body-the closest union; not like Abraham's 
sons by Keturah, each of whom received his portion and his 
dismissal in the same act. But while they might be co-heirs, 
and embodied in one personality, might there not be a differ
ence in the amount of blessing enjoyed and promised? Or 

1 Jerome affinns on this place, and in apology for the 1arbarons Latin in which 
the translation of the three terms was couched-et singuli s-ermones, apices, puncta, 
in Divinis Scripturis plena swnt sensibus. Stier, as is his wont, and according to the 
artificial view which he has formed of the epistle and its various sections, finds his 
three favourite ideas of Grund, Weg, und Zeil-basis, manner, and encl, with a cor
respondent reference to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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with sameness of right, might there not be diversity of gift? 
Will the Israelite have no higher donation as a· memento of 
his descent, a'l'td a tribute of honour to his ancestral glories ? 
No· the Gentiles are also fellow-pa1-takers of that one pro-, 
mise. By this means the apostle shows the amount of 
Gentile privilege which comes to them in Christ, not by sub
mision to the law, as so many had fondly imagined, but by 
the gospel. The next verse shows his relation to that gospel-

{Ver. 7.) Ov E"j€11'1}07}V oufKOVO<;-" of which I became a 
minister." Col. i. 23; 2 Cor. iii. 6. This reading is supported 
by A, B, D1, F, G; while E"fEvoµ7Jv is used in C, D3, E, K, L. 
The use of the passive might show that he had no concur
reqee in the act. But Buttmann says that b-Jev~0"1v is used in 
Doric for l1evoµ,'l'}v, 'f"rveu0at being in that dialect a deponent 
passive. Phryn. ed-Lobeck, p. 108-109. l1taKovv<; (not, as 
often said, from oui and /€ow;-" one covered with dust," but 
from an old root-oia,cw-signifying " I hasten") is a servant 
in a general sense, and in relation to a master, as in 2 Cor, 
vi. 4, xi. 23 ; 1 Tim. iv. 6. Buttmann has shown that the 
preposition ouf cannot enter into the composition of ouf,covo,;, 

as the a is long. The a in oia may, from the necessities of 
metre, be sometimes long in poetry, but never in prose; while 
the Ionic form of the word under review is o,~1wvor;. Lexilogus1 
sub ;voce, ouf,cTopoi;. As an apostle he did not merely enjoy 
the dignity of office, or the admiration created by the display 
of miraculous gifts. · He busied himself; he served with eager 
cordiality and unwearied zeal-

1'a'Tti 'T~V &upeltv 'T~<; xa/Jl'TO'> 'TOV ®eov 'T~V oo0e'iO"aV µot
" according to the gift of the grace of God which was given 
to me." l1wpea is the gift, and xapi<; is that of which the 
gift is composed (ii. 8), the genitive being that of apposition. 
Instead of r~v &0e'iO"av in the next clause of the Received 
Text, some modern editors read-Ti},; oo0e'iO"TJ'>, which has the 
authority of the old MSS. A, B, C, D1, F, G, but which may 
be borrowed from ver. 2. The Syriac and the Greek fathers 
are in favour of the first reading, which is retain.ed by Tischen
dorf, being found in D3, E, K, L. The sense is not affected 
-" The gift made up of this grace is given, or the grace of 
which ~he gift consists is given:" The xapii; is not the gift 
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of tongues, as Grotius dreams; nor specially the Holy Ghost, 
as a-Lapide imagines. '11 he term, resembling that of the Latin 
munus, refers not to the apostolieal office conferred out of the 
pure and sovereign favour of God, as in ver. 2 of this chapter, 
but it refers here to that office in its characteristic function of 
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. It was given-

KaTa T~V Jvepryetav rfj, ovvctµ,EOJ', avTofi-" according to the 
working of His power." Kant refers us to oo0eumv. The 
gift of grace is confe1Ted in accordance with the working of 
His power. See i. 19. 'Evepryeta and ovvaµv:; are explained 
under i. 19. ·Whitby unnecessarily and falsely restricts this 
power to that of miraculous agency conferred upon the apostle. 
But he refers in this place to the "grac~ " which originated 
his apostleship, wrought mightily in him when the office 
of the apostle of heathendom, with all its varied qualifica
tions, was conferred upon him. Unworthy of it he was; 
and had not the gift been accompanied by a striking mani
festation of God's power, he could not have enjoyed it. And 
he served in harmony with his office-,ca7t1, T~V owpeav ; and 
that office was conferred upon him in unison with-Kara r~v 
evepryetav-such a spiritual change, induced by the divine 
might, as changed a Jew into a Christian, a blasphemer into 
a saint, a Pharisee into an apostle, and a persecutor into a 
missionary. Calvin remarks-luoo est potenti(I} ejus efficaci'a ex 
niltilo grande aliquid efficere. Chrysostom says truly-" The 
gift would not have been enough, if it had not implanted 
within him the power." That grace was bestowed very fi:eely 
--IJ owpea rij'> xaptro,; ; and that power wrought very effec
tually--lJ JvJprye,a Tfj<, ovvaµew<,. Gal. ii. 8. The apostle 
becomes more minute-

(Ver. 8.) 'Eµ,ol, nj', eMxunorJprp '1ravrrov r1rylrov-" To me 
who am less than the least of all saints." There is no good 
reason adduced by Harless for making the first clause of this 
verse a parenthesis, and joining Jv rot<, l0veaw to the Swpeav of 
the preceding verse. The apostle prolongs the thought, and 
dwells upon it. He was a minister of the gospel through the 
gracious power of God. This reflection ever produced within 
him profound wonder and humility ; an<d though in one sense 
he was greater than the greatest of all saints1 yet the 
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consciousness of his own demerit stood out in such striking 
contrast with the high function to which he had been called, 
that he exclaims-" To me, who am less than the least of 
all saints" 1-eµ,ot being emphatic from ita position. 'EXaxio-
-ru76pp is a comparative, founded on the superlative E'Xcfxio-To., 
:-" less than the least; " a form designed to express the 

l The following note describes with peculiar terseness and pungency a feeling 

which is the very opposite of the apostle's humility. It is taken from Baxter's 

"Reformed Pastor," a work which, from its honest exposures, many imagined should 
have been written in Latin. But the author makes this quaint and telling apology:. 

" If the ministers of England had sinned only in Latin, I would liave made shift io 

admonish them in Latin, or else have said nothing to them. But if they wiII sin 
in English, they must hear of it in English." The vice· of pride in ministers is thus 

described and scorned-" One of our most heinous and palpable sins is p,·ide-a sin 
that hath too much interest in the best, but is more hateful and inexcusable in us 
than in any men. Yet is it so prevalent in some of us, that it inditet.h our discourses 
for us; it chooseth us our company, it formeth our countenances, it putteth the 

accents and emphasis upon our words : when we reasou, it is the determiner and 
exciter of our cogitations; it fills some men's minds with aspiring desires and designs; 
it posscsscth them with envious and bitter thoughts against those that stand in their 
light, or by any means do eclipse their glory, or hinder the progress of their idolized 
reputation .•••• How often doth it choose our su]lject, and more often choose our 

words and ornaments! God biddeth us be as plain as we can, for th,1 informing of 
the ignorant, and as convincing and serious as we are able, for the. melting and 

changing of unchanged hearts; but pride stands by and contradicteth all; and 
sometimes it puts in toys and trifles, and polluteth rather than polisheth, and under 
pretence of laudable ornaments, it dishonoureth our sermons with childish gauds : 
as if a prince were to be decked in the habit of a stage-player or a painted fool. It 
persuadeth us to paint the window that it may dim the light ; and to speak to our 
people that which they cannot understand, to acquaint them that we are able to 

speak unprofitably. It taketh off the edge, and dulls the life of all our teachings, 
under the pretence of filing off the roughness, unevenness, and superfluity. If ;\·e 

have a plain and cutting passage, it throws it away as too ruslical and tmgratefuJ; 

•..• And when pride bath made the sermon, it goes with them into the pulpit.; 
it formeth their tone, it anlmateth them in the delivery, it takes them off from tbat 

which may be displeasing, how necessary soever, and setteth them in a pursuit of 

vain applause; and the sum of all this is, that it maketh men, both in studying and 
preaching, to seek themselves and deny God, when they should seek God's glory 
and deny themselves. When they should ask, 'What should I say, and how 
should I say it, to please God best, and do most good?' it makes them ask, 'What 
shall I say, and how shall I deliver it, to be thought a learned, able preacher, and 
to be applauded by all that hear me:' When the sermon is- done, pride goeth 
home with them, and maketh them more eager to know whether they were 
applauded, than whether they did prevail for the saving change of soulB ! They 
could find in their hearts, but for shame, to ask folks how they liked them, and t~ 

draw out their commendation."-The.Reformed Pastor, &c., pp. 1:54, 155, Baxter's. 
Wwks, vol. xiv.; London, 1830. 
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deepest self-abasement. Similar anomalous forms occur in 
the later Greek, and even occasionally in the earlier, especially 
among the poets. 3 John 4; Phryn. ed-Lobeck, p. 135. 
Wetstein has collected a few examples. 'E:\axunoraro,; 
is found in Sextus Empir. ix. p. 627. The English term 
"lesser" is akin. Matthire, § 136; Winer, § 112; Buttmann, 
§ 69, note 3. IlttV"T€<; ffyiot are not the apostles and prophets 
merely, but saints generally. Theophylact says jnstly-KaM:Z 
ov 'TO)l) U7TOO"'TOAWV, aX:i\d 7ra,vrwv 'TWV !uy{wv, 'TOV'T€0"'Tt 'TWV 

7rto-rwv. In 1 Cor. xv. 9, where he says, "I am the least of 
the apostles," he brings himself 4nto direct contrast with his 
ministerial colleagues. 1 Tim. i. 13; Philip. iii. 6. To him-

J.So0n ,fJ xapi,; aifrn-" was this grace given." Xapi<;, in 
this aspect, has been already explained "both under verses 2 
and 7. That special branch of the apostolate which was 
intrusted to Paul had the following end in view-

ev ro'i,; e0v€<nv €varyry€Ala-ao-0ai-" to preach among the Gen
tiles. Lachmann omits J.v, following A, B, C, and so does 
Alford. But the majority of MSS., and the Syriac, Vulgate, 
and Gothic versions have the preposition. The phrase ev ro~ 
e0v€a-tv, emphatic from its position, describes the special or 
characteristic sphere of the apostle's labours. The apostle, 
however, never forgot his own countrymen. His love to his 
nation was not interdicted by his special vocation as a mis
sionary to the heathen world. And the staple of that good 
news which he proclaimed was-

To av€~£xvlaa-70V 'lf'AOVTO', 'TOV XptU'TOv-" the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." ll"A,ovro,; is rightly read in the neuter. 
See under i. 7, and ii. 7. The adjective occurs in Rom. xi. 
33, and has its origin in the Septuagint, where it represents 
the Hebrew formula-,mJ rt:i, in Job. v. 9; ix. 10-and im,-147; 
in Job xxxiv. 24. The riches of Christ are not simply 
"riches of grace"-" riches of glory"-" riches of inheritance," 
as Pelagius, Grotius, and Koppe are inclined to restrict them, 
but that treasury of spiritual blessing which is Christ's-so 
vast that the comprehension of its limits and the exhaustion 
of its contents are alike impossible. What the apostle wishes 
to charf!,cterize as grand in itself, or in its abundance, adap
tation, and substantial permanence, he terms "riches." The 
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riches of Christ are the true wealth of men and nations. And 
those riches are "unsearchable." Even the value of the 
portion alreitdy possessed cannot be told by any symbols of 
numeration, for such riches can have no adequate exponent or 
representative. Their source was in eternity, and in a love 
whose fervour and origin are above our ken, and whose dura
tion shall be for ages of ages beyond compute. Their e:xtent 
is boundless, and the mode in which they have been wrought 
out reveals a spiritual process whose results astonish and 
satisfy us, but whose inner springs and movements lie beyond 
our keenest inspection. And our appropriation of those riches, 
though it be a matter of consciousness, shrouds itself from our 
scrutiny, for it indicates the presence of the Divine Spirit in 
His power:--a power exerted upon man, beyond resistance, 
but witnout compulsion; and in its mighty and gracious 
operation neither wounding his moral freedom nor impinging 
on his perfect and undeniable responsibility. The latest 
periods of time shall find these riches unimpaired, and eternity 
shall behold the same wealth neither worn by use nor dimmed 
by age, nor yet diminished by the myriads of its happy par
ticipants. Still farther~ 

(Ver. 9.) Kal <f;ooT!uai 1ravTac;-" And to make all men 
see." Lachmann has assigned no valid reason for throwing 
suspicion upon 1raVTac;. To restrict the meaning of the adjec
tive to the heathen, as Meyer and Baumgarten-Crusius do, is 
without any warrant, though 1r&vmc; is not emphatic in posi
tion. We lay no stress on the fact that 1r&vmc; and eOV'T/ do not 
agree in gender, for such a form of concord is not uncommon, 
and a separate idea is also introduced. The apostle preached 
to the Gentiles '"the unsearchable riches of Christ," but in his 
discharge of this duty he taught not Gentiles only, but. all 
-Jew and Gentile alike-what is the dispensation of the 
mystery. The verb cpwTtl;oo, followed by the accusative of 
the thing, denotes to bring it into light; but followed by the 
accusative of the person, it signifies to throw light upon him 
-not only to teach, Sio&gai, but to enlighten inwardly-to 
give spiritual apprehension-ip©Tla-at. See under i.18. If 
one gaze upon a landscape as the rising sun strikes successive 
points, and brings them into view in every variety of tint and 
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shade, both subjective and objective illumination is enjoyed. 
No wonder that in so many languages light is the emblem of 
knowledge. That mystery which was. now placed in clear 
light was not discerned by the Jew, and could not have been 
perceived by the Gentile for the shadow which lay both on 
him and it. But the result of Paul's mission was, that the 
J cw at once saw it and the Gentile plainly understood its 
scope. They were enlightened-were enabled to make a sud
den discovery by the lucid and full demonstration set before 
them. The point on which they were instructed was this--'--

•r£c; 71 ol,covoµ{a TOV µv<TTrJplov-" what is the economy of 
the mystery." 'l'hat 0£KOVOf.l,la should supersede the gloss 
,cotvwv{a of the Elzevir text is established by the concurrent 
authority of A, B, C, D, E, F, G, J, supported by a host of 
the Fathers and by the early versions. The preaching of 
Paul enabled all to see "what is the arrangement or organiza
tion of that mystery which, from the beginning of the world, 
had been hid in God." The terms- olKovaµ{a and µv<rT17pwv 

have been already explained i. 9, 10, and iii. 2, 3. The 
mystery must be. the same as that described in ver. 6, for the 
same course of thought is still pursued, and varied only by 
the repetition. That mystery now so open had been long 
sealed-

Tou {J/TrDK€Kpvµµ,6vov a7r6 TWV alwvrov lv Tff ®e~" which 

from of old has been hid in God." Col. i. 26; 1 Cor. ii. 7; 
Rom. xvi. 25. 'A?ro ToJV aldJvrov-" From the ages in a 
temporal sense;" not concealed from the ages, in the sense of 
Macknight, but hid from of old ; not, perhaps, strictly from 
before all time, but since the commencement of time up to the 
period of the apostle's commission. During this interval of 
four thousand years God's purpose to found a religion of uni
versal offer, adaptation, and enjoyment, lay unrevealed in His 
own bosom. Glimpses of that sublime purpose might be occa
sionally caught, but no open or formal organization of it was 
made. There were hints and pre-intimations,oracles that spoke 
sometimes in cautious, and sometimes in bolder phrase ; but 
till the death of Jesus, the means were not provided by which 
Judaism should be superseded and a world-wide system intro
duced. Then the Divine Hierophant disclosed the mystery, 
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after His Son had offered an atonement whose saving value 
had no national restrictions, and acknowledged no ethno
graphical impediment, and when He poured out :ijis Spirit 
on believing Gentiles, and commissioned Saul of Tarsus to go 
far from Palestine and reclaim the heathen outcasts. In God-

n3 7 a wavra "7lrravn-" who created all things." The 
additional words Stet 'l7JCTOU Xpi<TTou, of the Received Text, 
are at least doubtful, and are omitted by recent editors. They 
are not found in the Codices A, B, C, D1, F, G, nor in the 
Syriac, Vulgate, and Coptic versions, nor in the quotations of 
the Latin fathers. They occur, however, in the Greek fathers, 
such as Chrysostom, Theophylict, and CEcumenius. The 
emphasis lies on Tt:t 7ravTa, but the meaning of KT{CTavn has 
been much disputed :-1. Chrysostom, guided by the words 
which he admitted into the text Sia 'l7JCTOU Xpt!TTOU-CX

plains thus-" He who created all things by Him, revealeth 
also this by Him." But if the phrase Dia 'l7JCTOU XptCTTOU 
be spurious, this interpretation, if it can be called one, is 
at once set aside. 2. Olshaueen says, that the term is 
employed to show that the institution of redemption is a 

creative act of God, and could proceed from Him alone who 
created all things. The view of von Gerlach is similar. 
Argumentum est, says Zanchius, a creatione ad recreationem. 
Bengel suggests this idea-Rerum omnium creatio funda
mentum est omnis reliquro ceconomim. But this exposition 
is not in harmony with the course of thought. It is of the 
concealment of a mystery in God the universal Creator 
that Paul speaks, not of the actual provision of salvation 
for men. 3. Many understand the reference to be to the 
spiritual creation, such as Calvin, Zanchius, Calixtus, Gmtius, 
U stcri, Meier, and Baumgarten-Crusius. The deletion of the 
word~ "by Jesus Christ," and the want of some other quali
fying term, militates against this view. In ii. 10, 15, and 
in iv. 24, there are accompanying phrases which leave no 
doubt as to the meaning. But the aorist and the occurrence 
of the term here without any explanatory adjunct, seems to 
prove that it must bear its most usual and simple significa
tion. 4. Beza, Piscator, Flatt, and others, refer ,.a mivTa to 
men, abridging by this tame exegesis the limitless meanino· 
of the terms. 

0 
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The real question is, What is meant by this allusion to the 
creation-what is the relation between the creative work of 
God and the concealment of this mystery in Himself? Had 
the apostle said-hid in God who arranges all things, or fore
sees all things, the meaning would have been apparent. But 
it is not so easy to perceive the connection between creation 
and the seclusion of a mystery. The fact that God created all 
things cannot, as in Riickert's suggestion, afford any reason 
why he concealed a portion of his plan ; nor can we discover, 
with others, that the additional clause is meant to show the 
sovereign freeness and power of God in such concealment. 
Our own view may be thus expressed : The period during 
which the mystery was hid dates from the ,ages commencing 
with creation, for creation built up the platform on which 
the strange mystery of redemption was disclosed. God, as 
Creator of the unive1;se, has of necessity a plan according to 
which all- arrangements take place, for creation implies pro
vidence or government-the gradual evolution of counsels 
which had lain folded up with unfathomable secrecy. But 
those counsels are not disclosed with simultaneous and con
fusing haste: the Almighty Mind retains them in itself till 
the fitting period when they may be unveiled. Now, the 
mystery of the in bringing of the Gentiles was secreted in the 
divine bosom for four thousand years, that is, from the epoch 
of the creation-the origin of time. And it has not come 
to light by accident, but by a pre-arranged determination. 
When God created the world, it was a portion of His plan as 
its Creator that the Gentile nations, after the call of Abraham, 
should be without the pale of His visible chUTch ; but that 
after His Son died, and the gospel with universal adaptations 
was established, they should be admitted into covenant, At 
the fittest time, not prematurely, but with leisurely exactness, 
were created both the human materials on whi~h redemption 
was to work, and that peculiar and varied mechanism by 
which its designs were to be accomplished. And one grand 
purpose is declared to be-

(Ver. 10.) "Iva ryvcopur0y vfrv-" In order that there might 
now be made known." "Iva ryvcopiu0fi stands connected as a 
climax with Evaryrye"J..{uau0ai of ver. 8, and cpcorluat of .ver. 9. 
Nvv is opposed to a?To TWV alwvwv. w C cannot here regard 
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tva as· ecbatic in sense, though this signification has been 
accepted by Bodius, Estius, Meier, Holzhausen, and. Thomas 
Aquinas, who takes the particle-consecutive, non causaliter. 
We prefer to give rva its usual sense-" in order that." It 
indicates a final purpose; not the grand object, but still an 
important though minor design. We cannot, however, accede 
to the opinion of Harless, who connects this verse solely 
with the clause immediately preceding it. His idea is, that 
God created all things for the purpose of showing by the 
church His wisdotn to the angelic hosts. We regard such an 
exegesis as limiting the reference of the apostle. This verse, 
commencing with rva, winds up, as we think, the entire pre
ceding paragraph, and discloses a grand reason for God's 
method of procedure. Nor is the notion of Harless tenable 
on other grounds ; because the wisdom of God in creation is 
made known to the heavenly hierarchy, apart altogether from 
the church, and has been revealed to them, not simply now 
and for the first time, but ever since " the morning stars sang 
together and all the sons of God shouted for joy." Why 
then, too, should the church be selected as the medium of 
manifestation? And why should wisdom be singled out as 
the only attribute which creation exhibits by the church to 
the higher intelligences? But when we look at the contents 
of the paragraph, the meaning is apparent. The apostle 
speaks of a mystery-a mystery long hid, and at length 
disclosed-a mystery connected with the enlargement and 
glory of the church-and he adds, this long concealment from 
other ages, yea, from the beginning of the world, and this 
present revelation, have for their object to instruct the celes
tial ranks in God's multiform wisdom. It is the attribute of 
wisdom which binds itself up with the hiding and the opening 
of a mystery, and as that wisdom concerns the organization 
and extension of the church, the church naturally becomes 
the scene of instruction to celestial spectators. On the con
nection of divine wisdom with the disclosure of a mystery, 
some remarks may be seen under i. 8, 9-"God in all wisdom 
and prudence made known to us the mystery of His will." 
That mystery being now disclosed, the princedoms and powers 
were instructed. In itself, in its concealment, and in the time 

' 
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place, method, and results of its disclosure, it now exhibited 
the divine wisdom in a novel and striking light-

~ , ~ \ ~ 't: I ' ~ , I " t tl Tat<; apxat<;, Kai Tai,<; €,_o,1uiai<; ev Tot<; e1rovpavwt<;- o 1e 
principalities and the powers in heavenly places "-the article 
being prefixed to each noun, and giving prominence to each in 
the statement. 'l'hese terms have been explained under i. 21, 
and the following phrase-Elv Tov; E11rovpavtoi<;, which designates 
abode or locality, has been considered under i. 3, 20; ii. 6. 
The following hypotheses are the whimsical devices of erratic 
ingenuity, viz.: that such principalities and powers are, as is 
the opinion of Zornius, Locke, and Schoettgen, the leaders 
and chiefs of the Jewish nation; or, as Van Till imagined, 
heathen magistrates; or, as Zegerus dreai;ned, worldly dig
nities ; or, as is held by Pelagius, the rule:rs of the Christian 
church. Nor can these principalities and powers be good 
and bad angels alike, as Bengel, Olshausen, and Hofmann 
(Schriftb. i. p. 360-2) hold: nor can they be wholly impure 
fiends, as is supposed by Ambrosiaster and Vatablus. As 
little can we say, with Matthies, that these principalities 
"dwell on the earth, and disport on it in an invisible spiritual 
form, and are taught by the foundation and extension of the 
church their own weakness." Nor can we agree with the 
opinion of Van Till, Knatchbull, and Baumgarten, that the 
words Elv Tot<; E11rovpavfo,,; signify "in heavenly things," and 
are to be connected with 7vwpiu0fJ, so as to mean, that the 
principalities and pdwers are instructed by the church in 
celestial themes. And the lesson is given-

&a rfj,; EICICA7Ju{a,;-" by the church "-the community of 
the faithful in Christ being the instructress of angels in 
heaven. That lesson is-

i/ '1T'OA1J1ro{,ci>..o,; uorp{a TOV 0eov--" the manifold wisdom 
of God." 'fhe adjective, one of the very numerous compounds 
of 7ro).v,;, occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. But 
it occurs in a fragment of Eubulus, .Atlzen. xv. 7, applied 
to the manifold hues of a garland of fl.owers-uTirpavov 
'1T'OAV7roiKlAOV av0ewv; and in Euripides, Iphig. Taur., 1149, 
it describes the variegated colours of a robe-1ro"'Av,ro{1Ct"'Aa 

cpapea; while in a figurative sense it is joined in the Orphic 
Hymns to the nouns re).eT1 and ).6'Yo'>, v. 11, lx. 4. The 
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· . 1 '' . d" b term, as Chrysostom notes, 1s not s1mp y vane , ut 
" much varied." The wisdom described by the remarkable 
epithet is not merely deep or great wisdom, but wisdom i!lus
trious for its very numerous forms, and for the strange diver
sity yet perfect harmony of its myriads of aspects and methods 
of operation. 

Such is generally the meaning of the verse, but its specific 
reference is not so easily ascertained. What peculiar mani
festation of divine wisdom is referred to ? We cannot vaguely 
say that it is God's wisdom in the general plan of redempfam, 
or, as Olshausen remarks, " the marvellous procedure of God 
in the pardon of the sinner, and the settlement in him of the 
antagonism between righteousness and grace." Such an idea 
is scarcely in keeping with the context, which speaks not of 
the general scheme of mercy, but of one of its distinctive and 
modern aspects. Nor is the view of some of the Greek fathers 
more in unison with the spirit of the paragraph. Gregory of 
Nyssa, whose opinion has been preserved by Theophylact and 
<Ecumenius, thus illustrates-" That the angels prior to the 
incarnation had seen the divine wisdom in a simple form 
without variation; but now they see it in a composite form, 
working by contraries, educing life from death, glory from 
shame, trophies from the cross, and God-becoming things from 
all that was vile and ignoble." 1 The leading idea in this 
opinion does not fully develop the apostle's meaning as con
tained in the paragraph; nor could wisdom, acting simply and 
uniformly in this method, be denominated "manifold wisdom," 
though it might be deep, benignant, and powerful skill. The 
idea brought out in the interpretations of Cocceius, Zanchius, 
Grotius, and Harless, to wit, that reference is had to the modes 
and series of past divine revelations, approximates the truth, 
and Meyer and Calvin are right in attempting to find the 
meaning within the bounds of the preceding section. '.rhe 
wisdom is connected with the mystery and its opening, and 

1 Il,eO .,.&, nj, .E,.::c,.S-e.&1:r~,sa.,, TO'it rr~eoi;- -1J(,W, xgO,i:., .. li-9"'A'l1, i,,.[,r.,2,0, od .ote«-•u~, -,;,;'tl&,f"EJ> ~

,0-~f«.1 -r-o; ,!hoU E.¥ f,Uro'tJ '1'.0V i!;t,,,a;.,-oi.i •«-T0::3-o'IJJ,£;,f'AI,. NU, di;-, G"1~ "Tnr £1, -n;, e~.t:At10"'fgi:1 %«) :o 
~,.9-(~"'i,o, ,yi,o, o},t.orop.lc, olnr,E<rs. µ,O,o, i,rAij &J..:>..~ ~«,/ :roAtr'Zof%{Ao, h,-,610".9-,, "t1 rTtxptc -roii ..9-sW 
~,(t. T.ill E,Oi',,Tl«u, 'Z'~ i,tZ-11'1'!& :&&TO~i¼oiitl'«.' a, • .S.1Z1ui-r.ou {4J~W-, i,· il.'1'1t,t,f(JG~ a~,111', .. , t,«. Q''l'(Jt.&,'I);; T G
,z,,.10,, ~,1. .-oin.ii, .,..;, ,b.,.,,1..;, .,.,. .s-, • .-,,.-;;. See also Aquinas, Summ. Theol, :p. I; Qure:t. 
57, art. 5. 
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that mystery is the introduction of the Gentiles into the king-
• dom of God. Once the world at large was in enjoyment of 

oracle and sacrifice without distinction of tribe, and Melchi-
sedec, a Hamite prince; was " priest of the most high God/' 
Then one nation was selected, and continued in that solitaty 
enjoyment for two thousand years. But now again the human 
race, without discrimination, have been reinstated in religious 
privilege. This last and liberal offer of mercy was a mystery 
long hid, and it might be cause of wonder why infinite love 
taaied so long in its schemes. But wisdom is conspicuous in 
the whole arrangement. Not till Jesus died and ceremonial 
distinctions were laid aside, was such an unconditional salva
tion presented to the world. The glory of unrestricted dis
semination was postponed till the Redeemer's victory had 
been won, and His heralds were enabled to proclaim, not the 
gorgeous symbols of a coming, but the blessed realities of 
an accomplished redemption; not the types and ceremonial 
apparatus of Moses, but "the unsearchable riches of Christ." 
There was indeed slow progress, but sure development; occa
sional interruption, but steady advancement. Divine wisdom 
was manifold, for it never put forth any tentative process, 
nor was it ever affronted by any abandoned experiment. 
It was under no necessity of repeating its plans, for it is . 
not feebly confined to a uniform method, while, in its omni
scient forecast a solitary agency often surrounds itself with 
various, opposite, and multiplied effects ; temporary antagon
ism issuing in ultimate combination, and apparent intricacy 
of movement securing final simplicity of result; antecedent 
improbability changing into felicitous certainty, and feeble 
instruments standing out in impressive contrast with the 
gigantic exploits which they have achieved. Every occur
rence is laid under tribute, and hostile influence bows 
at length in auxiliary homage. " Out of the eater· came 
forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness." 
'l'imes of forbidding aspect have brightened into propitious 
opportunities, and " the foolishness of preaching" has proved 
itself to be the means of the world's regeneration. And the 
mystery was published not by angels, but by men; not by 
the prudent and powerful of the worM, by those who worn a 
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co.ronet or had studied in the ~ortico or the A~ademy, but 
by one " whose bodily presence was weak and his speech 
contemptible"-" a stranger to the enticing words of man's 
lVisdom." The initiation of the Gentile world was by the 
preaching of the cross-that instrument of lingering and 
unspeakable torture; while He that hung upon it, born of a 
village maiden, and apprenticed as a Galilean mechanic, was 
condemned to a public execution as the penalty of alleged 
treason and blasphemy. The church, which is the scene of 
these perplexing wonders, teaches the angelic hosts. They 
have seen much of G9d's working-many a sun lighted up, 
and many a world launched into its orbit. They have been 
delighted with the solution of many a problem, and the 
development of many a mystery. But in the proclamation of 
the gospel to the Gentiles; with its strange preparations, 
various agencies; and stupendous effects-involving the origi:
nation and extinction of Judaism, the incarnation and the 
atonement, the manger and the cross, the spread of the Greek 
language and the triumph of the Roman arms-" these prin
cipalities and powers in heavenly places" beheld with rapture 
other and. brighter phases of a wisdom which had often 
dazzled them by its brilliant and profuse versatllity, and 
surprised and entranced them by the infinite fulness of the 
love which prompts it, and of the power which itself directs 
and controls. The events that have transpired in the church 
on earth are the means of augmenting the information of those 
pure and exalted beings who encircle the throne of God. 
1 Tim. iii. 16; 1 Peter i. 12. The entire drama is at length 
laid bare before them-

· " Like some bright river, that from fall to fall 
In many ·a maze descending, bright through all, 
Finds some fair region, where, each labyrinth pasli 
In one full lake of light it rests at last." 

Kat ;.we; Ki1JpVTT€b<;, ef7rep o 7r'Jl,ovTo<; aveEixvtacrTO<;? asks Theo-
d t ~ ' , , ,I.,. , " , f: , ore , 7ovTo .'Yap avTo, '!''TJcrt, KrJPVTTW on ave5i-x,viaaToc;. 

The whole has been arranged-
(Ver. 11.) KaTa 7rp60ecrw 'TWV alrovrov-" According to the 

eternal' purpose." The connection of these words is not 
with the adjective or· substantive of the preceding clause: 

. R 



242 EPHESIANS III. 11. 

neither with '1f'o"AvrrolKt).oc;, as is supposed by Anselm and 
Holzhausen, nor with ,rncpta, as Koppe conjectures; but with 
,yvwpta-0fi. This revelation of God's multifarious wisdom now 
and by the church has happened according to His eternal 
purpose-the purpose of ages, or the purpose of those 
periods which are so distant, as to be to us identical with 
eternity. Theodoret thus explains it-'11'pO -rwv alwvwv '11'po
e0eTo. 1 Cor. ii. 7 ; 2 Tim. i. 9. On the other hand, Anselm, 
a-Lapide, Estius, Baumgarten, Schoettgen, and Holzhausen, 
take the genitive .as that of object, and render the clause 
-" purpose about the ages." Such is virtually the view of 
Chandler and Macknight, who make the word "ages" signify 
the religious dispensations, and regard -irpo0<:a-t<; as meaning 
fore-arrangement. The simplest view, and that most in 
accordance with grammatical usage, is, as we have said, to 
take the genitive as one of quality-as equivalent to its own 
adjective aid,vwr;;-or of possession with Ellicott; and such is 
the opinion of Harless, Olshausen, and Meyer. Winer,§ 30, 2. 
So in Hebrew, □'9'p:i:, ,1ir-everlasting strength, Isaiah xxvi. 4. 
Sec also Dan. ix. 24. It was a purpose-

,P,v E7rol17a-ev lv -rp Xpta--rrp 'l17G"ov -r<j, ,cvpt<p 17µ,wv-" which 
He wrought in Christ Jesus our Lord. The article before 
XptG"T<p is doubtful, though Tischendorf inserts it. The ante
cedent to f)v is not <Tocp{a, as Theophylact, Jerome, and Luther 
construe, but 7rpo0eG"l<;. Two classes of meanings have been 
attached to J.7ro{7JG"eV :-

1. According to Calvin, Beza, Estius, Bengel, Riickert, 
Meier, Harless, ancl Baumgarten-Urusius, its meaning is, 
"Which He mac1e," that is, "formed in Christ." The verb is 
so used Mark iii. 6, xv. I, ancl the idea is sc1·iptural. Sec i. 3. 
Sec for one view of the relation of Christ to the Father in 
such an expression, Hofmann, Scltriftb. vol. i. p. 230; and for 
another, 'l'homasius, Christi Person. vol. i. p. 453. 

2. Hut in the view of Theodorct, Vata blus, Grotius, Koppe, 
Matthies, Olshausen, Scholz, Meyer, De vVette, Stier, and 
Conybeare, it denotes, " V{hich He exeeuted or fulfilled in 
Christ Jesus." This last interpretation is on the whole pre
ferable, for 7Touiiv may bear such a sense, as in ii. 3 ; Matt. 
xxi. 31; John vi. 38; 1 Thcss. v. 24. Olshauscn suggests 
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that Jesus Christ is the historical name, so that the verb refers 
to the realization of God's decree in Him, and not to the 
inner act of the divine will. The words iv Xpiunp 'l71uou 
signify not "on account of~" nor "by," but "in" Christ 
Jesus, as the sphere or element in which the action of the 
verb takes effect. The meaning of the three names has been 
given under i. 2, &c. The lessons of manifold wisdom given 
to principalities and powers, in connection with the introduc
tion of the Gehtiles into the church, are not an accidental 
denouement, nor an undesigned betrayal of a divine secret on 
the part of the church. Nor was the disclosure of the mys
tery forced . on God by the power of circumstances, or the 
pressure of unforeseen necessities, for, in its period and instru
ments, it was in unison with His own eternal plan, which has 
been wrought out in Christ-in His incarnation and death, 
His ascension and glorification. The lesson to the principal
ities was intended for them; they have not profanely intruded 
into the sacred precincts, and stolen away the guarded science. 
In all this procedure, which reveals to princedoms and powers 
God's manifold wisclom, the divine eternal plan is consistently 
and systematically developed in Christ. And, as their own 
experience tells them, He is the same Christ-

('T 12) 'E " " . ' " ' ' ' , er. . ' V ({I €XOµ€V 'T?'}I' 7rapp·JJulaV Kai T?'}V 7ipouary&Y'f7JV 

-" In whom we have boklness and access '·'-the Jv again 
connected with Christ as the sphere. Laclunann, following 
A and B, omits the second article, and there arc other but 
minor variations. Ilap/nwta is originally "free-speech"
the speaking of all. There is no ground for the opinion of 
Cardinal Hugo and Peter Lombard, that it means spes-hope. 
Its secondary and usual signification is bold{iess-that self
possession which such liberty implies. It cannot mean free
spokenness towards the world, as is erroneously supposed by 
Olshausen, for such an idea is totally foreign to the train of 
thought. This boldness is toward God generally, but espe
cially in prayer, as is indicated by the following term 7rpo

(J"arywry1. Heb. iii. 6, x. 19, 35; 1 John ii. 28, iii. 21, 22; 
iv. 17, v. 14, 15. In Christ we are ever having ta.is blessing 
-boldness and access at all times and in every emergency; 
1 John ii. 28, iv. 17. That tremor, doubt, and oppression of 
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spirit which sin produces, are absent from believers when they 
enjoy access ·to God. Heb. iii. 6; 1 John ii. 28. IIpoawyro111 
has been already explained under ii. 18. 'I'he use of the 
article before both nouns signalizes them both as the ele_ments 
of a distinctive and a possessed privilege. And all this-

iv 7r€7T'oi011a-et-" in confidence." 2 Cor. i. 15, iii. 4, viii. 22, 
x. 2 ; Phil. iii. 4. This summing up is .similar to the 
previous summing up in ii. 18, as boldness and access in 
prayer are the highest and conclusive proof_:_the richest and 
noblest elements-of spiritual experience. This is a word of 
the later Greek, and in the New Testament is only used by 
Paul. Phrynichus ed-Lobeck, p. 294; Thom. Mag. p. 273. 
It seems to point out the manner or frame of soul in which 
the 7rpoa-wyro111 is enjoyed, and it is involved in the very idea 
of 7rappr,u{a. This is no timorous approach. It is not the 
access of a distracted or indifferent spirit, but one filled with 
the assurance that it will not be repulsed, or dismissed with 
unanswered petition, for though unworthy it is not unwelcome. 
This state has faith for its medium-

Sia 'TrJ<; 7r{<J"'T€f.O<; auTov-" by the faith of Him ; " the geni
tive being that of object. The genitive is similarly employed, 
Rom. iii. 22, 26; Gal. ii. 16, 20; Phil. iii. 9; James ii. 1; 
Rev. ii. 13, xiv. 12. This clause belongs to the entire verse, 
and not merely, as some suppose, to '1T'E7rof0naw. Faith 
in Him is the instrument, and iv and Su:f are connected as 
in i. 7. The means by which our union to Christ secures 
those privileges is faith. That faith whose object is Jesus is 
the means to all who are Christ's, first, of "boldness," for 
their belief in the Divine Mediator gives them courage; 
secondly, of "access/' for their realization of His glorified 
humanity warrants and enables them to approach the throne 
of grace; and, thirdly, these blessings are possessed "in con
fidence," for they feel that for Christ's sake their persons and 
services will be accepted by the Father. 

(Ver. 13.) At6 alrovµat µ~ €'}'KaKli,v-" Wherefore 1 entrea1 
you that ye faint not." Aio-" wherefore," since these 
things are;, so, referring us back to the sentiments of the five 
preceding verses. Lachmann and Tischendorf, after A, 
B, D\ E, prefer J'Y,ca,ce'l,v to the common reading, €K/Ca,ce'iv, 
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which has in its favour C, DJ, F, G, I, K. It is doubtful, 
indeed whether there be such a word. With all its apparent 

' simplicity of style and construction, this verse is ope~ to 
nrio11S interpretations. And, first, as to the accusative, 
which must be supplied before the infinitive, some prefer eµ,e 
and others vµ,a<;. In the former case the meaning is, " Where
fore I desire God that I faint not," and in the latter case it is, 
"Wherefore I entreat you that you lose not heart." The 
first is that adopted by the Syriac version, by Theodoret, 
Jerome, Bengel, Yater, Ru.ckert, Harless, Olshausen, and 
Baumgarten-Crusius. Our objection to such an exposition is, 
that there is in the clause no formal or implied reference to 
God; that it is awkward to interpose a new subject, or make 
the object of the verb and the subject of the infinitive differ
ent-2 Cor. v. 20, vi. 1, x. 2; Heb. xiii. 19; and that the 
apostle possessed little indeed of that faint-heartedness against 
which he is supposed to guard himself by prayer. Turner's 
objection to this last statement is only a misconception of it. 
Besides, as the last clause of the verse is plainly an argument 
to sustain the request, the connection is destroyed if the' 
apostle be imagined to make petition for himself; while the 
meaning is clear and pertinent if the request be for them
" Let not my sufferings for you distress you ; they are your 
glory." . The proposal of Harless to join [nrep vµ,wv to alTou
µ,ai-" I pray on your account," has little to recommend it. 
Our view is that of Chrysostom and the majority of inter
preters. · "That ye faint not"-

ev Tai<; ~f+Eutv µov v7rep tJµ,wv-" in my tribulations for 
you." No article is needed before v7r{p. 2 Cor. i. 6. 'Ev is 
not properly" on account of," as many render it, but it rather 
represents the close and sympathizing relation in which Paul 
and his readers stood. His afflictions had become theirs ;. 
they were in them as really as he was. Their sympathy with 
him had made his afflictions their own, and he implored them 
not to be dispirited or cowardly under such a pressure, and 
for this reason-
~n~ E<J'Tl o6fa vµwv-"which is your glory.'~ "Hn~ is 

used by attraction with the following predicate oofa, and sig
nifies "inasmuch as they are," utpote qiuJJ. 'Winer, § 24, 3. 
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spirit which sin produces, are absent from believers when they 
enjoy access to God. Heh. iii. 6; 1 John ii. 28. IIpoo-wyw,yry 
has been already explained under ii. 18. The use of the 
article before both nouns signalizes them both as the ele_ments 
of a distinctive and a possessed privilege. And all this-

lv 7r€7rot011a-et-" in confidence." 2 Cor. i. 15, iii. 4, viii. 22, 
x. 2 ; Phil. iii. 4. This summing up is similar to the 
previous summing up in ii. 18, as boldness and access in 
prayer are the highest and conclusive proof_:_the richest and 
noblest elements-of spiritual experience. This is a word of 
the later Greek, and in the New Testament is only used by 
Paul. Phrynichus ed-Lobeck, p. 294; Thom. :M:ag. p. 273. 
It seems to point out the manner or frame of soul in which · 
the 7rpoo-a7wry11 is enjoyed, and it is involved in the very idea 
of 7rapprw!a, This is no timorous approach. It is not the 
access of a distracted or indifferent spirit, but one £lied with 
the assurance that it will not be repulsed, or dismissed with 
unanswered petition, for though unworthy it is not unwelcome. 
This state has faith for its medium-

oia rijc; 7r{o-Tewc; avTov-" by the faith of Him;,, the geni
tive being that of object. The genitive is similarly employed, 
Rom. iii. 22, 26; Gal. ii. 16, 20 ; Phil. iii. 9 ; James ii. 1 ; 
Rev. ii. 13, xiv. 12. This clause belongs to the entire verse, 
and not merely, as some suppose, to 7re7ro{0r;o-ic;. Faith 
in Him is the instrument, and Jv and oui are connected as 
in i. 7. The means by which our union to Christ secures 
those privileges is faith. That faith whose object is Jesus is 
the means to all who are Christ's, first, of " boldness," for 
their belief in the Divine :Mediator gives them courage; 
secondly, of "access/' for their realization of His glorified 
humanity warrants and enables them to approach the throne 
of grace; and, thirdly, these blessings are possessed "in con
fidence," for they feel that for Christ's sake their persons and 
services will be accepted by the Father. 

(Ver. lB.) Aii> ahovµai µ~ Jry,caFCe'iv-" VVherefore I entreat 
you that ye faint not." Au\-" wherefore," since these 
things are,, so, referring us back to the sentiments of the five 
preceding verses. Lachmann and Tischendorf, after A, 
B, n1; E, prefer tryKaFCe'iv to the common reading, t1Cka1Ce'iv, 
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which has in its favour C, ns, F, G, I, K. It is doubtful, 
indeed· whether there be such a word. With all its apparent 
siiapli;ity of style and construction, this verse is ope~ to 
Yil.rious interpretations. And, first, as to the accusative, 
which must be supplied before the infinitive, some prefer eµe 
and others {,µa<;. In the former case the meaning is, " Where
fore I desire God that I faint not," and in the latter case it is, 
"Wherefore I entreat you that you lose not heart." The 
first is that adopted by the Syriac version, by Theodoret, 
Jerome, Bengel, Vater, Ruckert, Harless, Olshausen, and 
Baumgarten-Crusius. Our objection to such an exposition is, 
that there is in the clause no formal or implied reference to 
God; that it is awkward to interpose a new subject, or make 
the object of the verb and the subject of the infinitive differ
ent-2 Cor. v. 20, vi. 1, x. 2; Heh. xiii. 19 ; and that the 
apostle possessed little indeed of that faint-heartedness against 
which he is supposed to guard himself by prayer. Turner's 
objection to this last statement is only a misconception of it. 
Besides, as the last clause of the verse is plainly an argument 
to sustain the request, the connection is destroyed if the' 
apostle be imagined to make petition for himself; while the 
meaning is clear and pertinent if the request be for them -
" Let not my sufferings for you distress you ; they are your 
glory.'' · The proposal of Harless to join U7r€p ilµw11 to ahov
µai-" I pray on your account," has little to recommend it. 
Our view is that of Chrysostom and the majority of inter
preters. · "That ye faint not"-

ev Tat<; (J>.,{+eu{v µov if7rep ilµwv-" in my tribulations for 
you." No article is needed before il7r€p. 2 Cor. i. 6. 'E11 is 
not properly " on account of,n as many render it, but it rather 
represents the close and sympathizing relation in which Paul 
and his readers stood. His affiictions had become theirs ; 
they were in them as really as he was. Their sympathy with 
him had made his affiictions their own, and he implored them 
not to be dispirited or cowardly under such a pressure, and 
for this reason-

17-n<; lUTt oo!a i'.iµw11-"which is your glory.'~ ''Hn~ is 
used by attraction with the following predicate oafa, and sig
nifies " inasmuch as they are," utpote quw. Winer, § 24, 3. 
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But what is its antecedent? Theodoret, Zanchi us, Harless, 
and Olshausen suppose it to be the thought contained in µ,t} 
/ryJCa,a!i,v, as if the apostle's self-support in such sufferings 
were their glory. This exegesis proceeds upon an opinion 
which we have already gainsaid, viz., that Paul offers here a 
prayer for himself. Riickert exhales the meaning of the 
clause by finding in it only the vague indistinctness of orato
rical declamation. The general opinion appears to be the 
correct one, that these sufferings of Paul, which came on him 
simply because he was the apostle of the Gentiles, were the 
" glory " of the Gentile believers, and not their disgrace, 
inasmuch as such persecutions uot only proved the success of 
his ministerial labours, but were at the ,same time collateral 
evidence of the lofty and unfettered privileges which believing 
heathendom now possessed and retained, and which, by the 
apostle's firmness, were at length placed beyond the reach of 
Jewish fanaticism to annul or even to. curtail. As you may 
measure the pyramid by its shadow, so these afflictions of 
Paul afforded a similar means of arriving at a relative or anti
thetical estimate of the spiritual liberty and prerogative of the 
Gentile churches. The apostle began the chapter by an allu
sion to the fact that he was a prisoner for the Gentiles, and 
he now concludes the digression by this natural admonition. 
His tribulations, the evidence of his official dignity and of 
their unconditioned exemption from ceremonial bondage, were 
their glory, and therefore they were not to sink into faintness 
and lassitude, as if by his " chain " they had been affronted 
and their apostle disgraced. 

The apostle now resumes the thought broken off in ver. 1, 
and we are carried back at once to the magnificent imagery 
of a spiritual temple in the concluding section of the second 
chapter. The prayer must be regarded as immediately fol
lowing that section, and its architectural terms and allusions 
will thus be more clearly understood. This connection with 
the closing paragraph of the former chapter, we take as 
affording the key to the correct exegesis of the fo1lowing 
supplication. 

(Ver. 14.) TovTOU x&piv Kaµ,7TTW Tit ry6vani µ,011-" For 
this cause I bow my knees." The attitude, which Kant has 
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ventured to call ei"nen knechtislten (servile) Ori'entalismus, is 
described instead of the act, or, as Calvin says-a signo rem 
denotat, The phrase is followed here by '77'p6c;--but by a 
simple dative in Rom. xi. 4; while ,yovv7rETEtv has an accusa
tive in Matt. xvii. 14; 1\iark i. 40, x. 17. 'l'his compound 
and "fDVVK"Aivetv represent in the Septuagint the Hebrew :.>:q., 
'l'he posture is the instinctive expression of homage, humility, 
and petition: the suppliant offers his worship and entreaty on 
bended knee. 2 Chron. vi. 13 ; Ps. xcv. 6; Luke xxii. 41 ; 
Acts vii. 60, ix. 40, xx. 36, xxi. 5. See Suicer's Tltesaurus, 
sub voce 7ovvK"Aurla. He does not simply say, "I pray," 
adds Chrysostom-a:x:xa T~V KaTaVEvvryµ,ev'f}V 0€'f}<J'tV €017,\waw. 
ToVTo~ xapw is repeatec"!- from ver. 1, "Because ye arc inbuilt 
in the spiritual temple." I bow my knecs-

7rpo,; TOV 7rarepa-" toward the Father." Winer, § 49, h. 
The genitives, rov Kvplov iJµ,wv 'I,,,O"ov XptO"Tov, of the common 
text are pronounced by many critics to be spurious. 'l'hat 
there was an early variation of reading is evident from J erome's 
note-non ut i'n Lat'ini's cod,."cibus additum est, ad Patrem 
Domini nostri Jesu Cliristi, sed simpliciter ad Patrem, legendum. 
The words are wanting in A, B, C, and some of the Patristic 
citations, are omitted by Lachmann and Tischendorf, and 
rejected by Riickert, Harless, Olshausen, Meyer, Stier, Ellicott, 
and Alford. In this opinion we are now inclined to concur. 
Still the words are found in other Codices, and those of no 
mean authority, such as D, E, F, G, I, K, &c. They occur, 
too, in the Syriac and V ulgate, are not disowned by the Greek 
fathers Chrysostom and 'l'heodoret, and they are retained by 
Knapp, Scholz, Tittmann; and Hahn, and vindicated by De 
vVette. 'l'he evidence for them is strong, but not conclusive. 
'l'hey may have been interpolated from the common formula, 
and their insertion weakens the rhythmical connection between 
'ffa-repa and the following 7ra-rpuf. The question is yet 
somewhat doubtful. The object of Paul's prayer is the 
Father-tl1e universal Father-

(Ver. 15.) 'Ef oil 7raua wa-rpta ev ovpavot<;' Kai, ml ryfjc;
ovoµ,aserai-" Of whom every family in heaven and on earth 
is named." Calvin, Beza, Musculus, Zanchius, and Reiche 
refer to Christ as the. antecedent. But even if the forme; 
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clause be genuine, this interpretation cannot be sustained. It 
is the relation of the 7raTpui to the 7ran7p which the apostle 
evidently characterizes, and not the relation of the family to 
its elder brother. The classes of beings referred to ~y the 
apostle have become each a ITaTpta, from their relation to 
the IIaT~p. These words admit of a variety of interpreta
tions. ITaTpta, it is plain, cannot be equivalent to 7raTpOT'1Jc;, 
and denote fatherhood-paternitas, as Jerome translates. 
Yet this view is held by Theodoret, Theophylact, CEcume
nius, Anselm, a-Lapide, Allioli, and Nitzsch. Prakt. Theologie, 
i. 269. The Syriac also translates-1.z.0~1-" paternity," 
the Gothic version has-all fadreinis-omne paternitatis, and 
Wycliffe-eche fadirheld. Such a sense. the word does not 
bear, and no tolerable exegesis could be extracted from it. 
'l'he Greek fathers are even obliged to admit that among the 
celestial orders no proper fatherhood can exist. "E'1T'et, as 
Theophylact confesses, €Ke'i OU0€18 JI; ou~evoc; ryevvaml; or, as 
Theodoret adds-oupav{ouc; '1T'aTipac; TOV<; '1T'VeUµaTlKOV<; KaM'i. 
Jerome is also obliged to say-ita puto et angelos ceterasq_ue 
virtutes habere principes sui generis q_uos patres gaudeant apel
lare. Yet Stier would find no difficulty in defending such 
phraseology. Giving '1T'aTpui the sense of fatherhood, this 
meaning might be extracted-all paternity has the origin of 
its name in God the Father of all. Fatherhood takes its name 
from Father-God-alle Vaterschaft hat i'hres Namens Grund 
in Vatergott. Somewhat similar is the opinion of Athanasius 
-" God, as Father of the Son, is the only true Father, and 
all created paternity is a shadow of the true.'' Orat. in Arian. 
i. 24. But an idea of this abstract nature is foreign to the 
apostle's modes of thought. 

IIaTpta, while it denotes sometimes lineage by the father's 
side, signifies also a family, or the individuals that claim a 
common father and a common descent-what may be called a 
house or clan. Herodot. ii. 143, iii. 75, i. 200; Lukeii.4; Acts 
iii. 25. The Seventy represent byit the common Hebrew phrase 
-ni~l$ n•;. We cannot acquiesce in the view of Estius, Grotius, 
Wetstein, and Holzhausen, who look -upon the clause as a 
Jewish mode of expressing the idea that God has two families, 
that of angels in heaven and men upon earth. Schoettgen, 
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Horre Heb. p. 1237; Buxtorf, Lex. Tal. p. 1750; Wetstein, 
in loc. Some, again, such as Chrysostom, Bucer, Calvin, 
Zanchius Estius, Michaelis, Kiittner, and Peile, find a polem
ical allu;ion in the term to the union of Jew and Gentile; 
and a view somewhat similar is taken by H unnius, Crocius, 
Calovius, and Wolf, who regard it as synonymous with tota 
ecclesia. Reiche needlessly supposes the allusion to be to 
the Gnostic reons in some prevalent false philosophy. Bodius 
shows peculiar keenness in excluding any reference to angels, 
the allusion under the phrase "family in heaven" being, as 
he contends, only to the church triumphant. Hodge follows 
him, and Theodore of Mopsuestia generalizes away the sense 
when he renders it 8v a7rav <Tvirrnµa. 

The verb avoµaterat "is named," that is, involves the 
narne, of 7raTpta. But Bullinger, Buccr, Estius, Riickert, 
Matthies, and Holzhausen, take the verb in the sense of 
" exists." Ka)..ero in its passive voice may sometimes indi
rectly bear such a meaning, but the verb before us never has 
such a signification. It signifies to bear the-lfvoµa. 'El; ov 
-" from whom," or, as we say, "after whom" every family in 
heaven and earth is named. Homer, lliad, x. 68; Xenophon, 
Mem. iv. 5, 12; Sophocles, (Edi'p. Tyr. 1036. The meaning 
seems to be : every circle of holy and intelligent creatures 
having the name of 7raTpta takes that name from God 
as IlaT'IJP· The reference is certainly not to the physical 
creation, or creation as a whole and in all its parts, as is 
the groundless opinion of Theophylact, illcumenius, Estius, 
Riickert, Matthies, and Bretschneider. The apostle speaks of 
classes of intelligent creatures, each named 1raTpt& simply 
after God, for He is IIaT'IJP· It follows as a natural conse
quence, though Meyer and De W ette object to such a conclu
sion, that if angels and " spirits of just men " in heaven, and 
holy men on earth, receive the name of 7raTpta from the 
Divine Father, then they are His children, as is contended for 
by many interpreters, from Beza and Piscator down to Ols
hausen. They lose the cold and official name of subjects in 
the familiar and endearing appellation of sons, and they are 
united to one another not dimly and unconsciously, as differ
ent products of the same divine workmanship, but they 
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merge into one family-" all they are brethren." Every 
7raTpia must surely possess unbounded confidence in the 
benignity and protection of the IIan7p, and to Him, there
fore, the pmyer of the apostle is directed-

(Ver. 16.) "Iva o<frl vµ'iv ,caTct TO 'll"A-OVTO', 71]', 00~'1/'i avTOU 
-" That He would give you according to the riches of His 
glory." A, B, C, F, G, read o,jj, and the reading has been 
adopted by Lachmann, Riickert, and Meyer. Others prefer 
the reading of the Textus Receptus, which is sustained by 
D, E, K, L, and most MSS., orp being regarded as a gram
matical emendation. For •the connection of Zva with the 
optative, the reader may turn to the remarks made under i. 17. 
In this case there is no word signifying :' to ask or suppli
cate," for the phrase " I bow my knees " is a pregnant ellipse 
-the understood posture and symbol of earnest entreaty. The 
neuter form; w:X.ovTo,, is preferred to the masculine on the 
incontestable authority of A, B, C, D1, E, F, G, &c. 'l'he 
masculine has but D3, I, K, &c., in its favour. See under 
i. 7 ; ii. 7 ; iii. 8; where both the form of the word and its 
meaning have been referred to. The phrase is connected not 
with ,cpamiro0~vat, but with orp'l/, and it illustrates the propor
tion or measurement of the gift, nay, gf all the gifts that are 
comprehended in the apostle's prayer. And it is no exagge
ration, for He gives like Himself, not grudgingly or in tiny 
portions, as if He were afraid to exhaust His riches, or even 
suspected them to be limited in their contents. There is no 
fastidious scrupulosity or anxious frugality on the part of the 
Divine Benefactor. His bounty proclaims His conscious 
possession of immeasurable resources. He bestows according 
to the riches of His glory-His own infinite fulness. "That 
He would give you "-

o,;vaµH Kpa-raw,0ijvat 0£U 'TOV Ilv€vµa-ro', avTOU El', T6V l<Tw 
&v0pwr.ov-" to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in 
the inner man." 1tV" e need not, with Beza, Riickert, Ols
hausen, Matthies, Robinson, and others, regard the substan
tive ovvaµEt as an adverb, nor, with Koppe, identify it with 
ovvaTws-. Rather, with Meyer, would we take it as the dative 
of instrument, by which the action of the verb is communi
cated. ·winer, § 31, 7. It is by the infusion of power into the 
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man within, that the process described by ,cpa-rairu0i}vai is 
secured. The verb ,cpa-raioru belongs to the later and espe
cially the Hellenistic Greek; ,cpa-rvvru being the earlier form. 
Meyer supposes a reference to the fy1caJCe~v of a former clause, 
but such a supposition can hardly be admitted, for the 
"fainting" referred to by the apostle was connected solely 
wifu his own personal wrongs, while this prayer for strength 
is of a wider arid deeper nature. Nor can we assume, with the 
Greek commentators, that the reference is merely to " temp
tations," to surmount which the apostle craves upon them 
the bestowment of might. vV e conceive the form of expres
sion to be in unison with the figure which the apostle had 
introduced into the conclusion of the second chapter. He 
had likened the Ephesian Christians to a temple, and in har
mony with such a thought he prays that the living stones in 
that fabric may be strengthened, so that the building may be 
compact and solid. 

Old, TOV IIvevµ,a-ro_- avrnv-" by His Spirit." The Spirit 
of God is the agent in this process of invigoration. 'l'hat 
Spirit is God's, as He bears God's commission and does His 
work. He has free access to man's spirit to move it as He 
may, and it is His peculiar function in the scheme of mercy 
to apply to the heart the spiritual blessings provided by 
Christ. The direction of the gift is declared to be-

d_- -rov luru av8pru1rov-" into the inner man." Ek cannot 
be said to stand for Ev, but it marks out the destination of the 
gift. Winer, § 49, a; Kuhner, § 603. It is not simply "in 
reference to," as vViner and De Wette render, nor "for," as 
Green translates it ( Greek Gram. p. 292); but it denotes or 
implies that the ouvaµi_- comes from an external source, and 
enters into the inner man. The phrase o euru &v0pruwo_- is 
identical with the parallel expression-o 1Cpv1r-ro_- 7i}c; Kap'Uac; 
&v8prun-o<;, which the apostle Peter, without sexual distinction, 
applies to women. 1 Pet. iii. 4. 'l'he formula occurs in Rom. 
vii. 22, and with some variation in 2 Cor. iv. 16. 'l'he 
"inner man" is that portion of our nature which is not cog
nizable by the senses, and does not consist of nerve, muscle, 
and organic form, as does the outer man. In the physiology 
of the seventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans, it is not 
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the soul-'l{rvx~-in its special aspect of vital consciousness, 
but it is more connected with mind-vov<;, and stands in con
trast not exactly to uapg, as representing generally depraved 
humanity, but to that sensuous nature which has action and 
reaction in and from the members-µ,e:X.77. Delitzsch, System 
Bib. der Psychol., p. n31 ; Reuss, Theol. Ohret., vol. ii. p. 56. 
But "the inner man" is not identical with "the new man"
o Katvci<; av8p0:nro<;; it is rather the sphere in which such 
renewal takes effect-our intellectual and spiritual nature per
sonified. We cannot agree with Grotius, W etstein, Fritzsche, 
and Meyer in supposing that there is any imitation of Platonic 
phrase in this peculiar diction. The sage of the Athenian 
academy did indeed use similar phraseology:, for he speaks of 
the mind as cl Jv-rci<; &v0p<,nro<;, and Plotinus and Philo adopted 
a like idiom. In some of the Jewish books occur also modes 
of expression not unlike. But the phrase is indeed a natural 
one-one that is not the coinage of any system of psychology, 
but which occurs at once to any one who wishes to distinguish 
easily and broadly between what is corporeal and external, and 
what is mental and internal, in his own constitution. Still, its 
theological meaning in the apostle's writings is different from 
its philosophical uses and applications. And this strength is 
imparted to the " inner man " by the Spirit's application of 
those truths which have a special tendency to cheer and sus
tain. He impresses the mind with the idea of the changeless 
love of Christ, and the indissoluble union of the believing 
soul to Him ; with the necessity of decision, consistency, a~d 
perseverance; with the assurance that all grace needed will 
be fully and cheerfully afforded; and with the hope that the 
victory shall be ultimately·obtained. Rom. xv. 13; 2 Tim. 
j_ 7. This operation of the Spirit impa1·ts such courage and 
energy as appear like a species of spiritual omnipotence. 

The Syriac version, the Greek fathers, with the Latin com
mentators Ambrosiaster and Pelagius, join this last clause
el., -rov euro &v0pro7rov, with the following verse, and with the 
verb KaTotKrjum-" In order that Christ may inhabit the 
inner man by the faith which is in your hearts." It has been 
rightly objected by Harless and others, that out TY/'> 7r{cr-rero<; 
cannot well be joined to lv -rat<; Kapolat,, and that there would 
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be a glaring pleonasm in the occurrence in the same verse of 
cl el1'ID IJ,v0pro7ro~ and 17 Kap'Ua vµrov. The ordinary division 
is a natural one, and we accordingly follow it. 

(Ver. 17.) KaTotKijl1'a£ Tov Xptt1'Tov-"That Christ may 
dwell." The first point of inquiry is the connection of this 
infinitive with the previous sentence. Does it depend on orf,17, 
and is the meaning-" that he would grant that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts?" or is it dependent on KparnutJ0f]vat, 

and is the meaning - " that he would grant you to be 
strengthene_d in the inner man, so that, being thus strength
ened, Christ may dwell in your hearh,?" The first view is 
held by Theophylact, Zanchius, Grotius, Estius, Bengel, Flatt, 
Koppe, Riickert, Holzhausen, Stier, and Baumgarten-Crusius. 
The connection, however, has been explained differently. 
Some, as Theophylact and Zanchius, regard the clause as a 
new petition giving speciality to the first, or, as the Greek 
father characterizes it,-,cal TO µ€ftov Kai m,pt<rl1'0T€pov. Meier 
adopts the view of Calvin,-declarat, quale si·t interioris 
lwmini's robur. A similar exegesis is maintained by Harless 
and Matthies, while Olshausen looks upon the clause as a 
subordinate definition· of the phrase "to be strengthened." 
He maintains that Paul could :riot pray that Christ would 
dwell in their hearts, for He already !lwelt there. As well 
might he argue that Paul could not pray for spiritual invi
goration; since they already possessed it. When believers 
pray for a gift in general terms, they emphatically supplicate 
an enlargement of what of it is already in their possession. 
Would Olshausen apply his criterion to the prayer contained 
in the 1st chapter, and affirm that the fact of such gifts being 
asked for implied the total want of them on the part of the 
Ephesian church? De vVette takes KaTOu~fJ11'at as an infini
tive of purpose or design, and regards the clause as describing 
the completion of "the strengthening." Bernhardy, p. 365; 
See on Col. i. 11. We now look upon it as pointing out rather 
the result of the process of invigoration prayed for. The 
inspired petitioner solicited spiritual strength for them securing 
this result-that Christ might dwell in their hearts. 'l'he 
infinitive is· connected with the more distant OPTJ, and more 
closely with the preceding infinitive; Winer, § 44, 1. There 
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is little doubt that in the verb Ka'Tot,c/ja-at, emphatic in its 
position, the reference is to the last clause of the 2nd chapter
Ka'TotK'T}-r~pwv ,-ov 0eov-" a dwelling of God." The apostle 
applies in this prayer the architectural allusion directly to the 
believing Ephesians themselves, and therefore the figure is not 
preserved in its rhetorical integrity. Ye are built on the 
foundations of the apostles and prophets, Christ being the 
Head-stone of the corner; that spiritual builcUng fitly framed 
together groweth unto a holy temple, for a habitation of God: 
and the prayer now is, that compactness and solidity may be 
granted to them by the Spirit, so as that in them the primary 
design of such a temple may be realized, and " Christ may 
dwell in their hearts "-Christ by his Spirit, and not as 
Fritsche coldly and tastelessly describes it-mens quam Oliristus 
postulat. Kpcko,, not Mvaµ,i,, may be applied to the qualities 
of physical objects, and so with propriety its derivative verb 
is here employed. In a temple that was crazy, or was built 
of loose and incongruous materials, the Divine guest could not 
be expected to dwell. 

'rhe 1:a7'ot1CJ7a-ai of this verse has, as we have said, its origin 
in the tca'TOlK'TJT1Jpwv of ii. 22. The language is of common 
usage, and has its basis in the Old Testament, and in the 
employment of ~~~ and kindred words to describe ,Jehovah's 
relation to His house. And as the design of a temple is that 
its god may inhabit it, so Christ dwells in the heart. This 
inhabitation is not to be explained away as a mere reception 
of Christian doctrine, nor is it to be regarded as a mystical 
exaggeration.1 Col. i. 27; J olm xiv. 23; Rom. viii. 9, 11; 
Gal. ii. 20; James iv. 5. The means of His dwelling 'is-

ota T'lJ'> 'ITfa-'TEW,-" by faith"-yonr faith. Faith induces 
and also realizes His presence. And His abode is in no outer 
vestibule, bnt--

Jv -ra'ic; ,cap'i3tat, vµ,wv--" in your hearts." The heart, as 
centre of the spiritual life, is His temple-the inner shrine of 
emotion and power-Centrum des sittli'cher Lebens. Delitzsch, 
System der Bib. Psyelwl. p. 206; Beck, Seelenleln-e, p. 69. 

1 \\'lien Ignatius was asked, on his trial, by the emperor, what was the meaning 
of his name-Theophorus--he promptly replied, "He who has Christ in his 
breast." 
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Christ dwells there not as a sojourner, or "as a wayfaring 
man that turneth aside to tarry for a night," but as a perma
nent resident. The intercessor continues-

, ., , ' ' t y , ' 0 '"\ , r/ (Ver. 18.) Ev wyawv €ppi.,wµ€vot tcai T€ eµe"'iwµ,€voi iva-
" Ye having been rooted and grounded in love, in order that." 
Some solve the difficulty felt about the connection of this clause 
by proposing to transfer 7va to its commencement. 'This meta
thesis was suggested hy Photins, and has been followed by 
Beza, Heinsius, Grotius, Crocius, and the authorized version·. 
There is no necessity for such a change, even though the clause 
be joined, as by Knapp and Lachmann, to that which begins 

. with rva; and the passages usually -adduced to justify such an 
alteration are not precisely parallel, as is acutely shown by 
Piscator. John xiii. 29; Acts xix. 4; Gal. ii. 10. The clause 
is, however, connected by some with the preceding one. 
Theophylact makes it the condition of Christ's dwelling in 
their hearts. The exegesis of Chrysostom is similar-" Ile 
dwelleth only in hearts rooted in His love "-m,, Kapolai, 
Ta'i, wuna'i,, Ta'i, dppif;oµ,evav;. This connection is also advo
cated by many, including Erasmus, Luther, Harless, Olshausen, 
and De vYette. But the change of construction is not so 
easily accountecl for, if this view of the connection be adopted. 
Harless says, indeed, that as the preclie;ate applies both to 
tcapolai, ancl to vµ,wv, it could not with propriety be joined 
exclusively to any of them. Such a view of grammatical 
propriety was, however, based on a foregone conclusion, for 
either the genitive or dative could have been used with equal 
correctness. On the other hand, the change of syntax indi
cates a change of connection, and the use of the irregular 
no~inative makes the transition easy to the form adopted with 
tva. Kruger, § 56, 9, 4; Winer, § 63, 2. Harless adopts the 
view of Chrysostom and 'l'heophylaet, and regards the clause 
as a condition-" Christ dwells in tlrnir heart, since they had 
been rooted in love. Bnt the clause, so changed, becomes 
a species of independent proposition, giving a marked promi
nence to the sense, and connected at once with the preceding 
context as its result, and with the following context as its 
starting idea-the perfect being used with propriety, and not the 
present. Christ dwelling in their hearts-they are supposed, 
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as the effect of this inhabitation, to have been now rooted and 
grounded in love ; and as the design of this confirmation in 
love-they are then and thus qualified to comprehend with all 
saints, &c. " Having thus become rooted and grounded in 
love, in order that ye may be able to comprehend." 

The two participles €ppitoµ,€vot and T€0eµ,e).,iroµ€voi, are 
usually said to express the same idea by different figures-the 
one borrowed from botany and the other from architecture. 
But it is more natural to refer both words to the same general 
symbol, and, indeed, the former term is applied to a building. 
Thus, Herodot. i. 64-IIrndcrTpaTO', €ppltwcre TijV Tvpavvtoa; 
Plutarch, De Fortun. Rom.-pd;wcrat Kai KaTacrrrwai 'TijV . 
'11"/JAtV; Sophocles, (Edip. Col. 1591, oo?i~ ryft0€v €ppitwµ€VOV; 
also Plutarch, De Lib. Educ. 9, &c. The verb is thus used in 
a general sense, and coupled with re0eµ,€Aiwµ,€voi may have no 
specific reference to plantation. The allusion is again to the 
solid basement of the spiritual temple described in chap. ii. 

But to what do the words €V &.rya'TT''[J describing the founda
tion refer? Some understand the love of Christ or God to us. 
Such is the view of Chrysostom and Theophylact, of Beza, 
Calovius, Aretius, Wolf, Bengel, Storr, Koppe, and Flatt. 
We cannot lay any stress on the dictum of Harless, that the 
omission of the article before the substantive proves it to be 
used in a subjective sense, and to signify our love to Christ. 
Winer, § 19, 1. Nor can we say, with l\Ieyer, that the sub
stantive standing without the article has almost the force of
a participle-" in amando." But the entire context proves 
that the love referred to is the grace of love. One would have 
expected a genitive of possession, if !uya'TT''IJ were not predicated 
of the persons themselves-if it were not a feeling in their 
hearts. It is a clumsy and equivocal exegesis to comprise 
under the term both Christ's love to us and our love to him, 
as is done by Bucer, Anselm, Zanchius, Crocius, Matthies, 
and Stier. Nor can we accede to Meyer, who seems to restrict 
it to brother-love; for if it be the grace of love which is here 
specified, then it is love to Christ, and to every creature that 
bears His image. Col. iii. 14; 1 · Cor. xiii. Now, as the 
apostle intimates, this love is the root and foundation of 
Christian character, as all advancement is connected with its 
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existence and exercise. "He prayeth well who lovcth well.'' 
Love is the fundamental grace. As love keeps its object 
enshrined in the imagination, and allows it never to be absent 
from the thoughts; so love to Jesus gives Him such a cheer
ful and continued presence in the mind, that as it gazes ever 
upon the image, it is changed into its likeness, for it strives to 
realize the life of Christ. It deepens also that consecration to 
the Lord which is essential to spiritual progress, for it sways 
all the motives, and moves and guides the inner man by its 
hallowed and powerful instincts. And it gives life and 
symmetry to all the other graces, for confidence and hope in a 

being to whom you are indifferent, cannot have such vigour and 
permanence as they have in one to whom the spirit is intel
ligently and engrossingly attached. When the lawgiver is 
loved, his statutes are obeyed with promptitude and uniformity. 
Thus resemblance to Jesus, devotion to Him, and growth in 
grace, as the elements and means of spiritual advancement, 
are intimately connected with love as their living basis. The 
entire structure of the holy fane is fitly framed and firmly held 
together, for it is "rooted and grounded in love." 

{Ver. 18.) ''Iva J!iax6a-'T}T€ KarnM/3ea-0at a-Uv 7iaa-i 7"0£', a,y[w; 
-"That ye may be able to comprehend with all the saints." 
The conjunction expresses the design which these previous 
petitions had in view. Their being strengthened, their being 
inhabited by Christ, and their 'f having been rooted and 
grounded in love," not only prepared them for this special 
study, but had made it their grand object. By a prior invigo
ration they were disciplined to it, and braced up for it
" that ye may be fully able "-fully matched to the enter
prise. 

On &,yw,;;, see i. 2. The verb tcarnXa/3fo0ai, used in the 
middle voice, has in the New Testament the meaning of " to 
comprehend," or to make a mental seizure. Such a middle 
voice-according to Kruger, § 52, 8, 4-differs from the active 
only in so far as it exhibits the idea-des geschaftlichen oder 
geistigen Kraftaufwandes- of earnest or spiritual energy. 
The aorist expresses the rapid passing of the act. Winer, 
§ 44, 7, b. · In the only other passages where it occurs, as in 
Acts iv. 13, x. 34, xxv. 25, the verb signifies to come to a 

s 
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decided conclusion from facts vividly presented to the attention. 
And they were to engage in this study along with the 
universal church of Christ-not angels, or glorified spirits, or 
office-bearers in the church exclusively, as some have main
tained. The design is to comprehend-

-rt -ro wM-roi, «al µ,;,«oi, «al f3a0oi, ,cal fh[roi,-" what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height." 'rhis order of 
the last two nouns is supported by A, K, L or J, and the 
Received Text reversing it is apparently a correction "intended 
to give the more natural order, and has in its favour B, C, 
D, E, F, G; with the Vulgate, Gothic, and Coptic. But to 
what do these terms of measurement apply? Many endea
vours have been made to supplement the clause with a 
genitive, and it is certain that "many wits run riot in their 
geometrical and moral discourse upon these dimensions." 
Assembly's Annotations, in loc. 

1. "\'ve may allude in passing to the supposition of Kypke, 
that the verb may signify to occupy or fill, and that n may 
be used with change of accent in an indefinite sense-" that 
ye may be able in the company of all saints to occupy the 
breadth, whatever it is," &c. 'l'his exegesis is both violent 
and unnatural, puts an unusual sense upon «aTaAa/3ia-0at, 
and treats -rt TO w}..aTO'>, as if it were TO wMTO', Tt. 

2. Nor need we be detained by the opinion of Schrader, 
who regards the words Tt TO w}..aTOi,, &c., as only the para
phrastic complement of the verb «aTaM/3ia-0ai, and as indi
cating the depth and thoroughness of the comprehension. 

3. Nor can we suppose, with Beza and Grotius, that there 
is any allusion in these terms to the quarters of the heavens 
pointed to in the priestly gestures that gave name to the 
heave-offering and wave-offering. Exod. xxix. 27. 

4. Some of the Fathers referred these four words to the 
mystery of the cross-Tov a-Tavpov cpvaw, as Severianus calls 
it. This view was held by Gregory of Nyssa, Jerome, and 
Augustine, and has been adopted by Anselm, Thomas Aquinas, 
and Estius. This quadriform mystery-sacramentum c1·uci's
was explained by Augustine as signifying love in its breadth, 
hope in its height, patience in its length, and humility in its 
depth. Ep. cxii.; De Videndo Deo, cap. 14; Ep. cxx. cap. 26'. 
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Well does Calvin add-licec subtilitate sua placent, sed quid ad 
Pauli mentem? Estius is more full and precise. He explains 
how the terms can be applied to the shape and beams of a 
cross, and adds-longitudo, temporum est, latitudo locorum, 
altitudo glorice, · p1·ofunditas discretionis, &c.-the reference 
being to the signum T in frontibus inscriptum. So remote 
from the train of thought is this recondite mysticism, that it 
needs and merits no formal refutation. 

5. Some refer the nouns-sacra illa Pauli mathematica, as 
Glassius calls them-to the Divine plan of redemption-the 
mystery of grace. Such is the view of Chrysostom, who calls 
it-To µ.vcrrf,pr,ov To inrep ~µwv ol1wvoµ710€v, and Theodoret, 
who describes it as--rfj, oltcovoµla, To µE"fe0o,. It is also the 
view of Theophylact and CEcumenius, followed by Beza, 
Bullinger, Piscator, Zanchius, Crocius, Crellius, Calovius, 
Riic.kert, Meier, Harless, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Olshausen. 
The supplement in this case appears to be far-fetched, and 
there is no allusion in the context to any such theme ; the 
mystery referred to in verses 4-10 being the admission of the 
Gentiles into the church, and not the scheme of grace in its 
wide and glorious aspects. As little ground is there to go 
back to ver. 8, to "the unsearchable riches of Christ," and 
refer such terms to them. Whatever the allusion is, it must 
be- something immediately present to his own mind, and 
something that he supposed very present to the mind of his 
readers, the dimensions of which are thus characterized. 

6. We-might almost pass, over the fancy of those who sup
pose the, apostle to take a survey of the Divine nature. Such 
is the opinion of Ambrosiaster, who believes the apostle to 
describe a sphere or cube equal in length, breadth, and thick
ness, and imagines that such a figure represents the perfection 
and all-including infinity of God.1 l\fatthies holds the same 
allusion, but refers it to the moral perfections of God. What 

1 "Ut sicut in sphoora tauta longitudo est, quanta latitudo, et tanta altitudo, 
quantum et profundum; ita et in Deo omnia requ.alia sunt immensitate infinitatis. 
Sphoora enim definito modo concluditur: Deus autem non solum implet omni!J., sed 
et excedit; nee enim clauditur, sed omnia intra se habet, ut sol us ineffabilis et 
infinitus habeatur: et gratire huic insufficienter agantur, quia cum tantus sit, 
dignatus est per Christum hominem visitare peccatis et morti subjectum."
Ambrosius, Opera, tom. vii. pp. 280, 281, Venetiis, 1781. 
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has led to this view seems to be the similarity of this verse 
to a passage in Job xi. 8, in which the unfathomable mystery 
of the Divine nature is described-" It is high &S heaven," 
&c. But there is nothing to warrant such an allusion here, 
or even to give it a mere probability. 

7. That the terms indicate the measurement of God's love 
to men, is the view advocated partly by Chrysostom, and by 
Erasmus, Tiodius, V atablus, Grotius, Rollock, Dickson, Baum
garten, Flatt, and von Gerlach. "God's love," as is noted 
in the paraphrase of Erasmus, " reaches in its height to the 
angels, and in its depth into hell, and stretches in its length 
and breadth to all the climates of the world." Or, as Grotius 
explains it-" The Divine goodness in its breadth affects all 
men, and in its length endures through all ages, in its depth 
it reaches to man's lowest depression, and in its height it 
carries him to highest glory." But this explanation, too, the 
context abjures, unless such were the sense of the ;previous 
ary&11r,r1, which, however, means love possessed by us. 

8. With greater plausibility Christ's love to us is supposed 
to be the theme of allusion, by Calvin, Calixtus, Zanchius, 
Aretius, Semler, Zachariae, Storr, Bisping, Meyer, Holz
hausen, Hodge, Peile, and Ellicott. Neither, however, can 
this opinion be sustained. The previous arya7r7J could not 
suggest the thought, for there it is subjective. We apprehend 
that this exegesis has been borrowed from the following 
clause~" and to know the love of Christ," which Ellicott 
says is practically the genitive. But that clause is not 
epexegetical of the preceding, as is manifest in the use of 
'TE instead of Ka£, for this particle does not conjoin dependent 
sentences-it only adjoins collateral or independent proposi
tions. Besides, the phrases "length and breadth" are unusual 
measurements of love. 

9. De W ette, looking to Col. ii. and comparing this phrase
ology with the second and third verses of that chapter, ima
gines the apostle to refer to the Divine wisdom. 'l'here may 
be in Job xi. 8 a reference to the Divine wisdom, but the 
language specially affirms the mystery of the Divine nature. 
Slichting also refers to Col. ii. 2-to "the mystery of God 
the Father and of Christ," as if that were the allusion here. 



EPHESIANS III. 18. 261 

Such a view is quite as capricious as any of the preceding, 
for the wisdom of God is not a prominent topic either in this 
prayer orin the preceding context, where it is only once, though 
vividly, introduced. Alford somewhat similarly supposes 
that the genitive is left indefinite-" every dimension of all 
that God has revealed or done in or for us." This is certainly 
better than any of the previous explanations. 

10. Heinsius, Hornberg, Wolf, l\Iichaelis, Cramer, Roell, 
Bengel, Koppe, Stier, Burton, Trollope, and Dr. Featley in 
the" Assembly's Annotations," suppose the allusion to be tl1e 
Christian temple ; not, to the fane of the Ephesian Artemis, 
as is maintained by Chandler and Macknight. This appears 
to us to be the most probable exegesis, the genitive being 
still before the apostle's mind from the end of the previous 

· chapter. We have seen how the previous language of the 
prayer is moulded by such an allusion ; that the invigoration 
of the inner man, the indwelling of Christ, and the substruc-· 
ture in love, have all distinct reference to the glorious spiritual 
edifice. This idea was present, and so present to the apostle's 
imagination, that he feels no need to make formal mention of 
it. Besides, these architectural terms lead us to the same 
conclusion, as they are so applicable to a building. The 
magnificent fabric is described in the end of chap. ii., and the 
intervening verses which precede the prayer are, as already 
stated, a parenthesis. That figure of a temple still loomed 
before the writer's fancy, and naturally supplied the distinctive 
imagery of the prayer. For this reason, too, he does not 
insert a genitive, as the substantive is so remote, nor did he 
reckon it necessary to repeat the noun itself. Yet, to sustain 
the point and emphasis, he repeats the article before each of 
the substantives. In explaining these terms of mensuration 
we would not say with an old commentator quoted by ,iv olf 
-" The church has length, that is, it stretches from east to 
west; and it has breadth, that is, it reaches from the equator 
to the poles. In its depth it descends to Christ, its corner
stone and basis, and in its height it is exalted to heaven." 
There is a measurement of area-breadth and length,· and a 
measurement of altitude-height and depth. May not the 
former refer to its size and growing vastness, cmbrncing, ac; it 
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will do, so many myriads of so many nations, and spanning 
the globe? And may not the latter depict its glory? for the 
plan, structure, and materials alike illustrate the fame and 
character of its Divine Builder and Occupant, while its lofty 
turrets are bathed and hidden from view in the radiant splen
dour of heaven. And with what reed shall we measure this 
stately building ? How shall we grasp its breadth, compute 
its length, explore its depth, and scan its height? Only by 
the discipline described in the previous context-by being 
strengthened by the Spirit, by having Christ within us, and 
by being thus " rooted and grounded in love." This ability 
to measure the church needs the assistance of the Divine 
Spirit-of Him who forms this" habitation of God"-so that 
we may understand its nature, feel its self-expansion, and 
believe the "glorious things spoken " of it. It requires also 
the indwelling of Jesus-of Him in whom the whole building 
groweth unto a holy temple, in order to appreciate its con
nection . with Him as its chief corner-stone, the source of 
its stability and symmetry. And they who feel themselves 
" rooted and grounded in love " need no incitement to this 
survey and measurement, for He whom they love is its foun
dation, while His Father dwells in it, and His Spirit builds it 
up with generation after generation of believers. None have 
eithel' the disposition or the skill to comprehend the vastness 
anl glory of the spiritual temple, save they who are in it 
themselves, and who, being individual and separate shrines, 
can reason from their own enjoyment to the dignity and 
splendour of the universal edifice. And not only so, but the 
apostle also prayed for ability-

(Yer. 19.) rvwvat 'T€ 'T~V {nrepj3aXXovuav -rfj<; "fVWUf.fJJ<; 

arya'lr'l'}V 'TOV Xptcrrov-" And to know the knowledge-sur
passing love of Christ." I'vwvat is not dependent on Ka-ra

Mf]eu0at, but is in unison with, or rather parallel to it, being 
also a similar exercise of mind. The particle n,, not unlike 
the Latin que, does not couple ; it rather annexes or adds a 
dause which is not necessarily dependent on the preceding. 
Kuhner, § 722; Hal'tung, i. p. 105. Hand, Turseffinus seu 
de Pm·ticulis Latinis Oommentarii, lib. ii. p. 467. Winer 
remarks, that in the clause adjoined by -re the more prominent 
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idea of the sentence may be found. § 57, 3. In the ph'.rase
iuyaTr'TJV 'l"OV Xpunov, Xpt<TTOU is the genitive of possession or 
subject-the love of Christ to us. The genitive ryvroueror; is 
governed by the participle v7rep/3aX-Xov<rav, and not by the 
substantive <.hya?T'T}v,-the last a misconstruc~ion, which may 
have originated the reading of Codex A and of Jerome
scientice cari"tatem; a reading adopted also by Grotius and 
Hornberg. The participle, from its comparative sense, governs 
the genitive. Kuhner,§ 539; Bernhardy, p. 169; Vigerus, de 
Idiotismis," ii. p. 667, Londini, 1824. Two different meanings 
have been ascribed to the participle-

1. That adopted by Luther1 in one version-" the love of 
Christ, which is more excellent than knowledge." Similar is 
the view of W etstein and Wilke. Lexicon, sub voce. Such a 
rendering appears to stultify itself. If the apostle prayed 
them to know a love which was better than knowledge, the 
verb, it is plain, is used with a different signification from its 
cognate substantive. To know such a love must in that case 
signify to possess or feel it, and there is no occasion to take 
ryvro<Tt<; in any technical and inferior sense. Nor can we sup
pose the apostle to use such a truism in the form of a c_ontrast, 
and to say, "I pray that you may know that love to Christ is 
better than mere knowledge about Him"-a position which 
nobody could dispute. Nor did there need a request for 
spiritual strength to enable them to come to the conclusion 
which Augustine gathers from the clause-sci'entia subdi·ta 
caritati. De Gratz"a et Lib. Arbi"t. cap. 19. Far more point 
and consistency are found in the second form of exegesis, 
which-

2. Supposes the apostle to say, that the love of Christ-the 
love which He bears to us-transcends knowledge, or goes 
beyond our fullest conceptions. " I pray that yon may be 
able to know the love of Christ, which yet in itself is above 
knowledge." This figure of speech, which rhetoricians call 
an oxymoron or a paradox, consists in the statement of an 
apparent inconsistency, and is one which occurs elsewhere in 

l His first translation was-die Lid;e Chri,;ti, die dock alle Erlcentniss ubertrifft, 
but in the year 1545 he rendered-class Christuin lieb kaben viel besser ist, denu ailcs 

Wissen. 
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the writings of the apostle. Rom. i. 20; 1 Uor. i. 21-25; 
2 Cor. viii. 2; Gal. ii. 19; 1 'l'im. v. 6. The apostle does 
not mean that Christ's love is in every sense incompre
hensible, nor does he pray that his readers may come to know 
the fact that His love is unknowable in its essence. This 
latter view, which is that of Harless and Olshausen, limits the 
inspired prayei·, and is not warranted by the language employed. 
But in this verse the position of the participle between the 
article and its substantive, proves it to be only an epithet
" to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ." Winer, 
§ 45, 4 note. The incomprehensibility of the love of Christ 
is not that special element of it which the apostle prayed that 
the Ephesians might come to the knowl('.ldge of, but he asks 
that they might be strengthened to cherish enlarged concep
tions of a love which yet, in its higher aspect and properties, 
was beyond knowledge. So write <Ecumenius and Theophy
lact,-,-hv arya7T'l]V ,-hv 'IJ7r€p€')(,OV<TaV 7T<t<T'I]<; ryvw<reor;. The 
apostle wishes them to possess a relative acquaintance with 
the love of Christ, while he felt that the absolute understanding 
of it was far beyond their reach. To know it to be the fact, 
that it is a love which passeth knowledge, is different from 
saying-to know it experimentally, though it be a love which 
in the highest sense passeth knowledge. Thus Theodore of 
Mopsuestia says-'T0 ryvwvat avTl '7"0V a7TOA-av<rat "l\,ery€t. It may 
be known in some features and to some extent, but at the same 
time it stretches away into infinitude; far beyond the ken of 
human discovery and analysis. As a. fact manifested in time 
and embodied in the incarnation, life, teaching, and death of 
the Son of God, it may be understood, for it assumed a nature 
of clay, bled on the cross, and lay prostrate in the tomb; but 
in its unbeginning existence as an eternal passion, antedating 
alike the Creation and the Fall, it "passeth knowledge." In 
the blessings which it confers-the pardon, grace, and glory 
which it provides-it may be seen in palpable exhibition, and 
experienced in happy consciousness; but in its limitless power 
and endless resources it baffles thought and description. In 
the terrible sufferings and death to which it led, and in the 
self-denial and sacrifices which it involved, it may be known 
S'.> far by the application of human instincts and analogies; 
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but the fathomless fervour of a divine affection surpasses the 
measurements of created intellect. As the attachment of a 
man, it may be gauged; but as the love of a God, who can 
by searching find it out? Uncaused itself, it originated sal
vation ; uniesponded to amidst the " contradiction of sinners," 
it neither pined nor collapsed. It led from divine immor
tality to human agonies and dissolution, for the victim was 
bound to the cross not by the nails of the military executioner, 
but by the" cords of love." It loved repulsive unloveliness, 
and, unnourished by reciprocated attachment, its ardour was 
unquenched, nay, is unquenchable, for it is changeless as the 
bosom in which it dwells~ Thus it may be known, while yet 
it " passeth knowledge ; " thus it may be experimentally 
known, while still in its origin and glory it surpasses compre
hension, and presents new and newer phases to the loving and 
inquiring spirit. For one may drink of the spring and be 
refreshed, and his eye may take in at one view its extent and 
circuit, while he may be able neither to fathom the depth nor 
mete out the volume of the ocean whence it has its origin. 

This prayer, that the Ephesians might know the love of 
Christ, is parallel to the preceding one, and was suggested by 
it. That temple of such glory and vastness which has Christ 
for its corner-stone, suggests the love of its illustrious Founder. 
While the apostle prayed that his converts in Ephesus might 
comprehend the stability and magnificence of the one, he could 
not but add that they might also know the intensity and ten
derness of the other-might understand in its history and 
results _a love that defied their familiar cognizance and pene
tration in its essence and circuit. From what the church is, 
and is to be, you infer the love of Christ. And the being 
" rooted and grounded in love" is the one preparative to know 
the love of Christ, for love appreciates love, and responds in 
cordial pulsation. And all this for the ultimate end-

7va 7T'"lVT)pw0rrr€ €l<; 'lT'llV TO 7T'A/;p(i)µ,a TOU ®€ov-"that ye may 
be filled up to all the fulness of God." This clause depicts 
the grand purpose and result. "Iva_:_" in order that," is con
nected with the preceding clauses of the prayer, and is the 
third instance of its use in the paragraph-7va D<p'T)-7va €tur
XV<T'TJT€-?va 7T'A'f/poo017T€-this last being climactic, or the great 
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end of the whole supplication. (For the meaning of 'TT'°A.'Y)pwµ,a, 
the reader may tum to i. 10, 23.) Tou 0eou is in the genitive 
of subject or possession. " All the fulness of God" is all the 
fulness which God possesses, or by which He is characterized. 
Chrysostom is right in the main when he paraphrases it,-
71"A1Jpova-0a, 71"/1,G''T), ap€7"1}', -ry, 7rA'YJP'1/• EG'7W 0 0e6,. Some, like 
Harless, refer the fulness to the Divine oo~a; others, like Holz
hausen, Baumgarten, and l\:lichaelis, think the allusion is to a 
temple inhabited or filled with Divinity, or the Shechinah; and 
others, again, as Vatablus and Schoettgen, dilate the meaning 
into a full knowledge of God or of divine doctrine. Many com
mentators, including Calovius, Zach;riae, Wolf, Beza, Estius, 
Grotius, and Meyer, break down the te~ by a rash analysis, 
and make it refer to this or that species of spiritual gifts. 
Bodius and Olshausen keep the word in its undivided signi
ficance, but Conybeare inserts an unwarranted supplement 
when he renders-" filleth therewith" (with Christ's love) 
"even to the measure of the fulness of God." Koppe, adopt
ing the idea of Aretius and Kuttner, and most unwarrantably 
referring it to the church, supposes the clause to be adduced 
as a proof of the preceding statement, that Christ's love sur
passes knowledge, and this is seen " in the fact of your admis
sion to the church,"-thus diluting the words into ev r<jj 
1rJ\,11pro0i,va, uµ,lis. Schleusner has a similar view. Codex B 
reads-Z'va 1rJ\,11pw0fi 1rav rtJ 'TT'A'Y}pwµ,a, an exegetical variation. 
The wJ\,11pwµ,a-that with which He is filled-appears to be the 
entire moral excellence of God-the fulness and lustre of His 
spiritual perfections. Such is the climax of the prayer. It is 
plainly contrary to fact and experience to understand the term 
of the uncreated essence of God, for such an idea would involve 
us in a species of pantheism. 

The preposition el, is used with special caution. The 
simple dative is not employed, nor does el, stand for ev, as 
Grotius, Estius, and Whitby imagine, and as it is rendered in 
the Syriac and English versions. It does not denote "with," 
but "for" or "into "-filled up to or unto "an end quan
titatively considered." The whole fulness of God can never 
contract itself so as to lodge in any created heart. But the 
smaller vessel may have its own fulness poured into it from 



EPHESIANS III. 20. 267 

one of larger dimensions. The communicable fulness of God 
will in every element of it impart itself to the capacious 
and exalted bosom, for Christ dwells in their hearts. The 
difference between God and the saint will be not in kind, 
but in degree and extent. His fulness is infinite; theirs is 
limited by the essential conditions of a created nature. 
Theirs is the correspondence of a miniature to the full face 
and form which it represents. Stier's version is, "Until you 
be what as the pody of Christ you can and should be, 
the whole fulness of God." But this proceeds on a wrong 
idea of wXf,proµa-as if it here signified the church as 
divinely filled. (See the illustrations of 1rX17pco"µa under i. 23.) 
The apostle prays for strength, for the indwelling-0f Jesus, for 
unmovable foundation in love, for a comprehension of the 
size and vastness of the spiritual temple, and for a knowledge 
of the love of Christ; and when such blessings are conferred 
and enjoyed, they are the means of bringing into the heart 
this Divine fulness. Col. ii. 19. There seems to be a 

close concatenation of thought. The "strength " prayed for 
is needed to qualify "the inner man " to bear and retain that 
'' fulness." 'l'he implored inhabitation of Him in whom 
"dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," is this fulness 
in its formal aspect; and that love which founds and confirms 
the Christian character, and instinctively enables it to com
prehend the vast designs of God in His church, and to know 
the unimaginable love of Christ, is of the same fulness an 
index and accompaniment. This blessed result may not be 
completely realized on earth, where so many disturbing influ
ences are in constant operation, but it shall be reached in 
heaven, where the spirit shall be sated with " all the fulness 
of God." 

(Ver. 20.) Tip 0€ ovvaµhrp vwep 'Tr<XVTa 7r0£'Y/<Ta£ V7r€perc-
7r€ptuuov 6JV ahovµ,e0a ~ voovµev-" Now to Him who is 
able to do beyond all things superabundantly beyond what 
we ask or think." The apostle supposes his prayer to be 
answered, and all its requests conferred. The Divine Giver 
of such munificent donations is surely worthy of all homage, 
and especially worthy of all homage in the character of 
the answerer of prayer. By oe he passes to a different subject 
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-from recipients to the Giver. Praise succeeds prayer-the 
anthem is its fitting conclusion. 

The construction is idiomatic, as if the apostle's mind 
laboured for terms of sufficient intensity. Words compounded 
witli v7rep are often employed by the full mind of the apostle, 
and are the favourite characteristics of his style. i. 21, iv. 10; 
Rom. v. 20, viii. 37 ;' 2 Cor. vii. 4, xi. 5, 23; Phil. ii. 9 ; 
1 Thess. iii. 10; 2 Thess. i. 3; 1 Tim. i. 14. Compare 
Fritzsche, ad Roman. vol. i. 351. The gen".ral idea is-God's 
infinite ability to grant spiritual blessing. 'T7rep is twice 
expressed; before 7r<ivTa, and in the double compound term 
V7r€p€K7r€punrnu. Mark vii. 37; 1 Thess. iii. 10, v. 13. This 
repetition shows the ardour of the apostle'.s soul, and his anxiety 
to body forth the idea of the incomparable power of God to 
answer petition. The first train of thought seems to have 
been -V7r€p 7rd,VTa 7Tot'YJ(J"at &. alTovµe0a-" to do beyond all 
which we ask or think." But this description did not exhaust 
the apostle's conception, and so he inserts-il7repeK7repun,ov 
&v alrnvµ,e0a-" more than abundantly," or abundantly far 
beyond what we ask or think. Nor is there any tautology. 
'T7rEp 1r<ivTa 7roifjuai expresses merely the fact of God's super
abundant power, but the subjoined v7repeK7rep,uuov defines 
the mode in which this illimitable power displays itself, and 
that is, by conferring spiritual gifts in superabundance- in 
much more than simple abundance. Harless places the two 
clauses in apposition, but their union appears to be closer, as 
our exegesis intimates. Ilavrn is closely connected with &v, 
which is governed in the genitive by the V7r€p in V7repeK-
7repiua-ov. Bernhardy, p. 139. And we do not say with 
Harless that there is any hyperbole, for omnipotence has 
never exhausted its resources. While omniscience is the 
actual knowledge of all, omnipotence is the ability to do all, 
and all that it can do has never been achieved. 

God is able to do far "above what we ask," for our asking is 
limited and feeble. John xvi. 24. But there may be thoughts 
too sweeping for expression, there may be unutterable groanings 
prompted by the Spirit (Rom. viii. ::!6) ; yet above and beyond 
our widest conceptions and most daring expectations is God 
"able to do." God's ability to answer prayer transcends not 
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only our spoken petitions, but far surpasses even such thoughts 
as are too big for words, and too deep for utterance. And 
still those desires which are dumb from their very vastness, 
and amazing from their very boldness, are insignificant 
requests compared with the power of God. For we know so 
little of His promises, and so weak is our faith in them, that 
we ask not, as we should, for their universal fulfilment; and 
though we did understand their depth and power, our loftiest 
imaginations of possible blessing would come in-finitely short 
of the power and resources of the Hearer of prayer. Beati qui 
esuriunt, says Bernard, et sitiunt justiti"am, quoniam ipsi 
saturabuntur. Qui esurit, esuriat arnplius, et qui desiderat, 
abundantius adli1w deside1·et, quoniam quantumcunque desiderare 
potuerit, tantwm est accepturus :-

Kara, Ti]V Mvaµ,iv Ti)V evepryovµ,EllrJV ev fJµ,'iv-" according 
to the power which worketh in us." These words are not to 
be joined to voovµ,ev, as if they qualified it, and as if the 
apostle meant to say, that God can do more for us than we 
can think, even when our thoughts are excited and enlarged 
by His own "power putting itself forth in us." This 
participle is here, as in many other places, in the middle 
voice, the active voice being used by Paul in reference to a 
personal agent, and the middle employed when, as in this 
case, the idea of personality is sunk. "According to His 
power that proves or shows itself at work in us." Winer, 
§ 38, 6. That power has been again and again referred to in 
itself and in its results by the apostle. (i. 19, iii. 16.) From 
our own blissful experience of what it has already achieved in 
us, we may gather that its Divine possessor and wielder can 
do for us "far beyond what we ask or think." That might 
being God's, can achieve in us results which the boldest have 
not ventured to anticipate. So that, as is meet-

(v 21) A , ~ ' ~'t: ' ~ ' ' ' X ~ 'I ~ er. . VT<[! rJ ooi;a €V T'[I €/(;/(;/1,'rj<TUf €V pi<rT<p 'YJ<TOV-

" To Him be glory in the church in Christ Jesus." Such a 
pronoun, emphatic in position and from repetition, occurs 
in common Hebrew usage-a usage, however, not wholly 
Hebraistic, but often found in classic Greek, and very often in 
the Septuagint. Bernhardy, p. 290 ;_ Winer, § 22, 4, b. !!..6fa 
may, as an abstract noun, have the article prefixed; or the 
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article may be used in what Bernhardy calls its "rlwtorisclte 
form," signifying the glory which is His especially, and due to 
Him confessedly. p. 290. The difference of reading is not of 
essential moment. Some :MSS., such as A, B, and C, with 
the Coptic and V u1gate, supply Kat before iv X. I., and this 
reading is preferred by Lachmann, Riickert, and Matthies, but 
refused by Tischendorf, while D1 

, F, G, with Ambrosiaster, 
reverse the order of the clauses, and read-iv Xptur<j, 'l'1Juov 
«at rfj e,c,c'A,'1Ju{<p. Koppe, on_ the authority of one MS., 46, is 
inclined to r~ject as spurious the whole clause-€v -r-fi €KKX7Ja-[a. 

Harless and Olshausen show that these various readings have 
their sources in dogmatic views. It could not be borne by 
some that the church should stand before Christ, and the ,cat, 
without which there would be an asyndeton, was inserted in 
consequence of certain opinions as to the connection and 
meaning of the clause which follows it. Hofmann, Schriftb. 
vol. ii. part 2, p. 108, pieads for ,ea[, and connects ev Xpta-Tp 
'l'1]a-ov with the following words el,; 'll"<Za-a,; TIZ<; ryevea-;, &c~ 
'l'he relation of the two clauses-ev TV iKKX'l]a-tq, and ev Xpta--rp 
T1;1a-oii--has been variously understood:-

1. Luther, Michaelis, Koppe, Rosenmiiller, Flatt, Meier, 
Holzhausen, Olshausen; and Stier, connect the words thus
" In the church which is in Christ Jesus." Not to say that 
a second -rfi is wanting (Gal. i. 22), which, however, in such a 
connection is not always repeated-the meaning does not 
appear to be appropriate. The second clause has no immediate 
union with the one before it, but bears a relation to oo[a. 

2. Some render iv Xpta-np by the words " through Christ" 
-ou£, as in the interpretation of Theophylact; a-uv, as in that 
of CEcumenius; per Oltristum, as in the paraphrase of Grotius, 
and the exegesis of Calvin and Beza, Rollock and Riickert. 
Such a translation is not in accordance with the usual mean
ing of the preposition. The passages adduced by Turner 
in denial of this are no proof, for in them ev, though instru
mental, retains its distinctive meaning, and is not to be super_ 
ficially confounded with oia. 

3. The words seem to define the inner sphere or spirit in 
which the glory is presented to God. It is offered in the 
church, but it is, at the same time, offered '' in Christ Jesus," 
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or presented by the members of the sacred community in the 
consciousness of union with Him, and by consequence in a 
spirit of dependence on Him. Bo generally Harless, Meyer, 
De W ette, Alford, and Ellicott. The place of doxology is 
the church, and the glory is hymned by its members, but the 
spirit of the song is inspired by oneness with Jesus. A6!a is 
the splendour of moral excellence, and in what place should 
such glory be ascribed but in the church, which has wit
nessed so much of it, and whose origination, life, blessings, and 
hopes are so many samples and outbursts of it? Ebrard, 
Dog., § 467. And how should it be presented? Not apart 
from Christ, or simply for His sake, but in Him-in thrilling 
fellowship with Him; for no other consciousness can inspire 
us with the sacred impulse, and praise of no other origin and 
character can be accepted by that God who is Himself in 
Christ. The glory is to be offered-

el~ w-&-lTa~ 'Ta~ ~eveils 'TOii al-Wvo~ TWV aldJvruv. 'Aµ1]v
" to all the generations of the age of the ages. Amen." 
This remarkable accumulation of terms is an intensive for
mula denoting eternity. The apostle combines two phrases, 
both of which are used in the New Testament. El,;- ryevea,;
ryevewv-Luke i. 50-is phraseology based upon the Hebrew 
□'°)i'I ~l'I. Ps. lxxii. 5 ; cii. 24. The other portion of the 
phrase occurs as in Gal. i. 5-el,;- Tov<; alwva<; rwv aldivcov, 
(1 Pet. L 23) ei,;- Tov alwva. Hcb. v. 6; vi. 20. We have 
also el-; r6v<; alwva<; in many places; and in the Septuagint, 

-, ~ \ /H r, \ ,..,, ,..,., I 
€£<; ryeveav ,cai ryeveav, eco<; ryevea<; Jtat ryevea,;-, EiC ryevea<; €£<; ryeveav, 
€£<; ryevelt<; ryevewv. So [co<; alwvo<; TWV aldivwv stands in Dan. 
vii. 18 for the Chaldee □'ll) ™ m'l'JI 1ll 'Jl"O'l'JI. This language, 
,borrowed from the changes and succession of time, is employed 
to picture out eternity. It is a period of successive genera
tions filling up the age, which again is an age of ages-or 
made up of a series of ages-a period composed of many 
periods ; and through the cycles of such a period of periods, 
glory is to be ascribed to God. It is needless, with Meyer, 
to take ryeveal in a literal sense, or in reference to successive 
generations of living believers, for ryeve& often simply means 
a period of time measured by the average life of man. Acts 
xiv. 16, xv. 21. The entire phrase is a temporal image of 
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eternity. One wonders at De \V ctte's question-" vVas the 
apostle warranted to expect such a long duration· for the 
church?" For is not the church to be gathered into the 
heavens? 

The obligation to glorify God lasts through eternity, and 
the glorified church will ever delight in rendering praise, "as 
js most due." Eternal perfection will sustain an eternal 
anthem. The Trinity is here again brought out to view. The 
power within us is that of the Spirit, and glory in Christ is 
presented to the Father who answers prayer through the Son, 
and by the Spirit ; and, therefore, to the Father, in the Son, 
and by the Spirit, is offered this glorious minstrelsy-" as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and eyer shall be,,world without 
end. Amen." 

"To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The God whom heaven's triumphant host 
_ Antl saints on earth adore, 

Be glory as in ages past, 
As now it is, and so shall last 

When time shall be no more." 



CHAP. IV. 

THE practical portion of the Epistle now commences, or as 
Theodoret says-e,r, Tit et&, ,rpoTp€7r€£ rij~ ap€T7J~. But doc
trine has been expounded, ere duty is enforced. Instructions 
as to change of spiritual relation precede exhortations as to 
change of life. It is in vain to tell the dead man to rise and 
walk, till the principle of animation be restored. One must be 
a child of God before he can be a servant of God. Pardon and 
purity, faith and holiness, are indissolubly united. Ethics 
therefore follow theology. And now the apostle first proceeds 
to enjoin the possession of such graces as promote and sus
tain the unity of the church, the members of which are 
"rooted and grounded in love "-a unity which, as he is 
anxious to show, is quite compatible with variety of gift, 
office, and station. Then he dwells on the nature, design, and 
results of the ministerial functions belonging to the church, 
points out its special and divine organization, and goes on to 
the reprobation of certain vices, and the inculcation of opposite 
graces. 

(V 1 ) TI ., ~ ,. • ~ , ' , "' , K , er. . apaKa"'m ovv vµa~ e1ro o oe<rµio~ ev vpup-
" I exhort you then, I the prisoner in the Lord." The 
retrospective oirv refers us to the preceding paragraph
ehristian privilege or calling being so rich and full, and his 
prayer for them being so fervent and extensive. The person
ality of the writer is distinctly brought out-" I the prisoner" 
E"JOO. iii. 1. The phrase ev Kvplrp is closely connected with 
o OE<rµio~, as the want of the article between the words also 
shows. Some, indeed, prefer to join it to the verb ,rapaKaAw 
-" I exhort you in the Lord." Such was the view of Semler, 
and Koppe does not express a decided opinion. But the 
position of the words is plainly against such a construction. 
Winer,§ 20, 2. The verb ,rdpaKa:X.W is not used in its original 
sense, but signifies "I exhort," as if equivalent to 7rpoTpE,roo. 

T 
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It has, however, various shades of meaning in the Pauline 
writing. See Knapp's Scrip. Var. p. 125, et seq. Nor can 
lv Kvp{rp signify "for Christ's sake," as is the opinion 
of Chrysostom, Theophylact, Koppe, and .Flatt. When we 
turn to similar expressions, such as TOV<; Bv-ra,;; Jv Kvp{rp 

(Rom. xvi. ll)-a,ya1nrr6v lv Kvplrp (Philem. 16)--ya/Jhl0fivai, 
' ' K ' (1 C .. 39) ' ' ' ' K ' µ,ovov EV vpup or. vu. -Tov a,ya1P1JTOV µ,ou 01 upup 

(Rom. xvi. 8)-the meaning of the idiom cannot be doubted. 
It characterizes Paul as a Christian prisoner-one who not 
only was imprisoned for Ch1·ist's sake, but who was and 
still is in union with the Lord, .as a servant and sufferer. 
See on K6pw,;;, eh. i. 2, 3. The apostle, in iii. 1, uses the 
genitive which indicates one aspect of relationship-that 
of possession; but here he employs· the dative as denoting 
that his incarceration has its element or characteristic, per
haps origin, too, from his union with Christ. But why again 
allude to his bondage in these terms? Not simply to excite 
sympathy, and clai~ a hearing for his counsels, nor solely, as 
Olshausen and Harless maintain, to represent his absolute 
obedience to the Lord as an example to his readers. All 
these ideas might be in his mind, but none of them engross
ingly, else some more distinctive allusion might be expected 
in his language. Nor can we accede to Meyer and the Greek 
fathers, that there is in the phrase any high exultation in the 
glory of a confessor or a martyr-as if, as Theodoret says, He 
gloried more in his chains, ~ f3aui"A-Ev,;; oiali1µan. But his 
writing to them while he was in chains proved the deep 
interest he took in them and in their spiritual welfare-showed 
them that his faith in Jesus, and his love to His cause, were 
not shaken by persecution-that the iron which lay upon his 
limb had not entered into his soul-and that his apostolical 
prerogative was as intact, his pastoral anxiety as powe.rful, 
and his relation to the Lord as close and tender as when on 
his visit to them he disputed in the school of 'ryrannus, or 
uttered his solemn and pathetic valediction to their elders 
at Miletus. Letters inspired by love in a dungeon might 
.also have a greater charm than his oral address. Compare 
Gal. vi. 17. "I exhort you"-

ag{w, '11"€pivra'T"l}.a:ai 'TT}, ,c}.~a:ero, ;,,, tKX,f,07)'T€-" that ye 
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walk worthy of the calling with which ye were called." 
~f}o-ti, is the Christian vocation-the summons " to glory 
and virtue." See under i. 18; Rom. xi. 29; Phil. iii. 14; 
2 Tim. i. 9 ; Heb. iii. 1, &c. In "7'> /;,c)vfJ0'TJT€ is a common 
idiom4i, being probably by attraction or assimilation, as 
Kruger,§ 51, 10, prefers to call it, for v, but perhaps for ;ju 
(A.rrian, Epi"ct. p. 122) and the verb being used with its cog
nate noun. Winer, § 24, 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 9; 1 0or. vii. 20. See 
also under i. 8, 19, 20; ii. 4. ''A~wi, in the sense of" in har
mony with," is often thus used. Matt. iii. 8 ; Phil. i. 27; Col. 
i 10 ; 1 Thess. ii. 12 ; 2 'I'hess. i. 11. On the peculiar meaning 
of '11'€pt7raTiro see under ii. 2, 10. It is a stroke of very 
miserable wit which Adam Clarke ascribes to the apostle, 
when he represents him as saying, "Ye have your liberty 
and may walk, I am deprived of mine and cannot." Their 
calling, so high, so holy, and so authoritative, and which had 
l!Qme to them in such power, was to be honoured by a walk 
in perfect correspondence with its origin and spirit, its claims 
and destiny. See also under ver. 4. 

The apostle now enforces the cultivation of those graces, the 
possession of which is indispensable to the harmony of the 
church: for the opposite vices-pride, irascibility, impatient 
querulousness-all tend to strife and disruption. On union 
the apostle had already dwelt in the second chapter as a 
matter of doctrine-here he introduces it as one of practice. 

(Ver. 2.) Mcrra 7T"M')J', Tanrf!tVorppo<TUV'TJ', ,r;;al wpafiT'T]TO',, µeTli 
µ,a,cpoOvµ,lm;, avexoµ,evot al\.l\.~l\.wv Jv luya11rv-" With all low
liDJlss and. meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love." Col. iii. 12. Mera is with-accompanied 
with-visible manifestation. Winer,§ 47, h. On 'IT'a<T'TJS see 
i. 8. Some suppose the various nouns in the verse to be 
connected with avexoµ.evoi, but such a connection mars the 
harmony and development of thought, as it rises from general 
to special counsel. 

·Ta7reivocppoavV7J is lowliness of mind, opposed to Tit in/r-r]M 
rppa11oiivres. Rom. xii. 16. It is that profound humility which 
stands at the extremest distance from haughtineils, arrogance, 
and conceit, and which is produced by a right view of our
selves, and of our relation to Christ and to that glory to which 
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we are called. It is ascribed by the apostle to himself in Acts 
xx. 19. It is not any one's making himself small-o-rav nc; 
µ&yac; &Sv-as Chrysostom supposes, for such would be mere 
simulation. Every blessing we possess or hope to enjoy is 
from God. Nothing is self-procured, and therefore no room is 
left for self-importance. This modesty of mind, says Chry
sostom, is the foundation of all virtue-,rao-17c; aperrJc; vw60caw. 
Trench, Bynon.§ 43; Tittman, De Syn. p. 140. 

IIpaVT1J<; is meekness of spirit in all relations, both toward 
God and .toward man-which never rises in insubordination 
against God nor in resentment against man. It is a grace 
ascribed by the Saviour to himself (Matt. xi. 29), and ascribed 
to him by the apostle. 2 Cor. x. 1; Gal. v. 23. It is not 
merely that meekness which is not provoked and angered by 
the reception of injury, but that entire subduedness of tem
perament which strives to be in harmony with God's will, be 
it what it may, and, in reference to men, thinks with candour, 
suffers in self-composure, and speaks in the " soft answer " 
which "turneth away wrath." For some differences in spell
ing the word, see Passow, sub voce, and Lobeck, ad Phrynich. 
p. 403. The form adopted is found only in B and ~, but it 
seems supported by the analogy of the Alexandrian spelling. 

The preposition µera is repeated before the next noun, 
µa,cpo0vµ{ac;, and this repetition has_ led Estius, Ri.ickert, 
Harless, Olshausen, and Stier to connect it with avcxoµ,cvot 
in the following clause. We see no good ground for this 
construction. On the contrary, avcxoµevoi has Jv a,yawv to 
qualify it, and needs not µ€'Ta µaKpo0vµ,£ac;, which, from jts 
position, would then be emphatic. Some, like Lachmann and 
Olshausen, feeling tl1is, join Jv wy6-7T'[J as unwarrantably to the 
following verse. 'l'he first two nouns are governed by one 
preposition, for they are closely associated in meaning, the 
" meekness" being after all only a phase of the " lowliness of 
mind," and resting on it. But the third noun is introduced. 
with the preposition repeated, as it is a special and distin:ct 
virtue-a peculiar result of the former two-and so much, at 
the same time, before the mind of the apostle, that he explains 
it in the following clause. 

Ma,cpo0vµla-" long-suffering," is opposed to irritability, 
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Oi" to what we familiarly name shortness of temper (James i. 
19), and is that patient self-possession which enables a man to 
bear with those who oppose him, or who in any way do him 
injustice. He can afford to wait till better judgment and 
feeling on their part prevail. 2 Cor. vi. 6; Gal. v. 22; 1 Tim. 
i. 16 ; 2 Tim. iv. 2. In its high sense of bearing with evil, 
and postponing the punishment ofit, it is ascribed to God. Rom. 
ii. 4, ix. 22. The participle l.wexoµevot is in the nominative, 
and the anacolouthon is easily explained from the connection 
with the first verse. An example of a similar change is 
found in iii. 18. ·Winer, § 63, 2. It is useless, with Heinsius 
and Romberg, to attempt to supply the imperative mood of 
the verb of existence-" Be ye forbearing one another." 
• Avexoµat, in the middle voice, is to have patience with, that 
is, "to hold one's self up" till the provocatfon is past. Col. 
iii. 13. Verbs of its class govern the genitive. Kuhner,§ 539. 
'Ev wy&wy describes the spirit in which such forbearance was 
to be exercised. Retaliation was not to be allowed ; all occa
sionally needed forbearance, and all were uniformly to exercise 
it. No acerbity of temper, sharp retort, or satirical reply was 
to be admitted. As it is the second word which really begins 
the strife, so, where mutual forbearance is exercised, even the 
first ang1Y. word would never be spoken. And this mutual 
forbearance must not be affected coolness or studied courtesy; 
it must have its origin, sphere, and nutriment "in love "-in 
the genuine attachment that ought to prevail among Christian 
disciples. <Ecumenius justly observes--ev0a rydp f0"7W arya7f7}, 

I , , I 
1ra11Ta €0"T£V aV€1{,TU. 

(Ver. 3.) I1rovoatoVT€~ T'T}peiv Ti]V JvoT'T}TU TOV IIvevµaTO~ 
-" Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit." This 
clause is parallel to the preceding, and indicates not so much, 
as Meyer says, the inward feelings by which the avex€u8a, is 
to be characterized, as rather the motive to it, and the accom
panying or simultaneous effort. ITvwµ,a cannot surely mean 
the mere human spirit, as the following verse plainly proves. 
Yet such is the view of Ambrosiaster, Anselm, Erasmus, 
Calvin, Estius, Riickert, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Bloomfield. 
Calvin also says-Ego simpli"cius i"nterpretor de animorum, 
concordia; and Ambrosiaster quietly changes the terms, and, 
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renders-unitatis spiritum. Others, again, take the phrase to 
denote that unity of which the Spirit is the bond. Chrysos
toin says-ou:\ ryap 'TOV'TO 'TO 'TT'VEvµa U560'1}, ?va 'TOV<; rye.vet Ka£ 

'TpO'TT'Ot<; Otaq,opot<; Ot€<J"'T'l}KO'Ta<; EJl(J)(J"r,. This view is perhaps 
not sufficiently distinctive. The reference is to the Spirit of 
God, but, as the next verse shows, to that Spirit as inhabiting 
the church-" one body" and "one Spirit." The "unity of 
the Spirit is not, as Grotius says, unitas ecclesice, qum est 
corpus spirituale, but it is the unity which dwells within the 
church, and which results from the one Spirit-the originating 
c:;mse being in the genitive. Hartung, Oasus, p. 12. The 
apostle has in view what he afterwards advances about differ
ent functions and offices in the church in verses 7 and 11. 
Separate communities are not to rally round special gifts and 
offices, as if each gift proceeded from, and was organized by, a 
separate ano rival Spirit. 1 Cor. xii. 4, &c. And this unity 
of the Spirit was not so completely in their possession, that 
its existence depended wholly on their guardianship. For it 
exists independently of human vigilance or :fidelity,1 but its 
manifestations may be thwarted and checked. They were 
therefore to keep it safe from all disturbance and infraction. 

. And in this duty they were to be earnest and forward-<J"'1T't1V
Mtov'Te<;, using diligence, "bisie to kepe," as Wycliffe renders; 
for if they cherished humility, meekness, and universal toler
ance in love, as the apostle hath enjoined them, it would be 
no difficult task to preserve the "unity of the Spirit." And 
that unity is to be kept-

ev ,.,p uvvofoµ<p TrJ<; eip~J/'l'}<;-" in the bond of peace." 
Some understand the apostle to affirm that the unity is kept 
by that which forms the bond of peace, viz., love.. Such an 
opinion has advocates in Theophylact, Calovius, Bengel, 
Riickert, Meier, Harless, Stier, and Winzer,2 who take the 
genitive as that of object. Such an idea may be implied, but 
it is not the immediate statement of the apostle. The declara
tion here is different from that in Col. iii. 14, where love is 
termed "a bond." See on the place, Elp~J/'l'/'> appea:rs to be 

1 Einigkeit Im Geist diirfen und konnen wir nicht machen, sondern nur dariiber 
halten.-Rieger, quoted by Stier. 

2 Commentat, in Eph, k 1-6. Lipsire, 1836. 
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the genitive of apposition, as Flatt, Meyer, Matthies, Ols
hausen, Alford, and Ellicott take it. Winer, § 59, 8; Acts 
viii, 20. " The bond of peace" is that bond which is peace. 
'Ev does not denote that the unity of the Spirit springs from 
" the bond of peace," as if unity were the product of peace, or 
simply consisted of peace, but that the unity is preserved and 
manifested in the bond of peace as its element. Winer, 
§ 48, a. "Peace" is that tranquillity which ought to reign in 
the church, and by the maintenance of which its essential 
spiritual unity is developed and " bodied forth." This unity 
is something far higher than peace ; but it is by the preserva
tion of peace as a bond among church members that such 
unity is realized and made perceptible to the world. John xvii. 
The outer becomes the symbol and expression of the inner
union is the visible sign of unity. When believers universally 
and mutually recognize the image of Christ in one another, 
and, loving one another instinctively and in spite of minOl' 
differences, feel themselves composing the one church of 
Christ, then do they endeavour to keep " the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace." The meaning of the English verb 
"endeavour" has been somewhat attenuated in the course 
of its descent to us. Trench on Authorized Version, p. 17. 
Unity and peace are therefore surely more than mere alliance 
between Jew and Gentile, though the apostle's previous illus
trations of that truth may have suggested this argument. 

(Ver. 4.) ''Ev u&µ,a Kal ~v Ilvevµ,a-" One body and one 
Spirit." The connection is not, as is indicated in the Syriac 
version-Keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, in order that you may be in one body and one spirit. 
Others construe as if the verse formed part of an exhortation 
-" Be ye, or ye ought to be, one body," or keeping the 
unity of the Spirit as being one body, &c. But such a supple
ment is too great, and the simple explanation of the ellipsis is 
preferable. Conybeare indeed renders-"You are one body," 
but the common and correct supplement is the verb Jun. 
Kuhner indeed (§ 760, .c.) says that such an asyndeton as 
this frequently happens in classic Greek, when such a particle 
as ryap is understood. Bernhardy, p. 448. But the verse 
abruptly introduces an assertatory illustration of the previ-0us 
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statement, and in the fervent style of the apostle any con
necting particle is omitted. "One body there is and one 
Spirit." And after all that Ellicott and Alford have said, the 
assertatory (rein assertorisch, Meyer) clause logically contains 
an argument-though grammatically the resolution by ,yap 
be really superfluous. Ellicott, after Hofmann, gives it as 
"Remember there is one body," which is an argument surely 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit." The idea contained in 
o-roµa-the body or the church-has been already introduced 
and explained (i. 23, ii. 16), to the explanations of which the 
reader may turn. The church is described in the second 
chapter as one body and one Spirit-Jv EV£ o-wµan-lv lvt 
IIvevµan ; and the apostle here implies thl}.t this unity ought 
to be guarded. Rom. xii. 5 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3 ; Col. i. 24. The 
church or body is one, though its members are oi 1ravrnxov Tij~ 
olKovµfvrJ~ ,ru;Tot. (Chrysostom.) There are not two rival 
commumties. The body with its many members, and com
plex array of organs of very different position, functions, and 
honour, is yet one. The church, no matter where it is situat~d, 
or in what age of the world it exists-no matter of what race, 
blood, or colour are its members, or how various the tongues 
in which its services are presented-is one, and remains so, 
unaffected by distance or time, or physical, intellectual, and 
social distinctions. And as in the body there is only one spirit, 
one living principle-no double consciousness, no dualism of 
intelligence, motive, and action-so the one Spirit of God 
dwells in the one church, and there are therefore neither rivalry 
of administration nor conflicting claims. And whatever the 
gifts and graces conferred, whatever variety of aspect they 
may assume, all possess a delicate self-adaptation to times 
and circumstances, for they are all from the " one Spirit," 
having oneness of origin, design, and result. (See on ver. 
16.) The apostle now adds an appeal to their own expe
rience-

,c&,0<i><; Kai €KA170'TJT€ Jv µi~ e'°)l,,r{oi 7'1]~ KA1]0'€Ct)',' uµwv--" even 
as also ye were called in one hope of your calling.,, Ka0w~ 
Kat introduces illustrative proof of the statement just made. 
The meaning of this clause depends very much on the sense 
assigned to Jv. Some, as Meyer, would make it instrumental, 
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and render it " by ; " others, as Grotius, Flatt, Rlickert, and 
Valpy, would give it the meaning of €k, and Chrysostom 
that of l1rt. Harless adopts the view expressed~by Bengel on 
1 Thess. iv. 7, and thinks that it signifies an element-indoles 
-of the calling. We prefer to regard it as bearing its com
mon signification-as pointing to the element in which their 
calling took place-i"n una spe, as the Vulgate. 1 Cor. viii. 15; 
1 Thess. iv. 7 ; Winer, § 50, 5. Sometimes the verb is 
simply used, both in the present and aorist (Rom. viii. 30, 
ix. 11; Gal. v. 8), and often with various prepositions. 
While Jv represents the element in which the calling takes 
effect, Jv elp'lJV'{), 1 Cor. vii. 15; ev xripm, Gal. i. 6 ; iv wyi
ao-µ,rj,, 1 Thess. iv. 7 : €'TT'£ represents the proximate end, J1r' 
eXro0ep{q,, Gal. v. 13 ; oiHc, e1rl luca0ap<T{q,, 1 Thess. iv. 7: €l<; 
depicts another aspect, ek 1€otvwv{av, 1 Cor. i. 9 ; €£P1JV1J
el<; fiv, Col. iii. 15 ; el.:: -ro 0avµ,a<rTov airrov cpw<::, 1 Pet. ii. 9-
and apparently also the ultimate purpose, el.:: 1repi1ro{,,,o-w Safrl.::, 
2 Thess. ii. 14; ek fJao-i>.eiav 1ml Safav, 1 Thess. ii. 12; -rij.:: 
alwv{ov (wij<; €£<; fiv, 1 Tim. vi. 12 ; el<; T~V alwvwv aVTOU 
Sofav, 1 Pet. v. 10 ; other forms being el.:: Tovrn, 1 Pet. ii. 21 ; 
el.:: -rov-ro lvri, 1 Pet. iii. 9-while the instmmental cause is 
given by Sia; the inner, Sia xripirn.::, Gal. i. 15; and the 
outer, Sia TOV €VWfY€°'Jl.lou, 2 'l'hess. ii. 14. The follow
ing genitive, 1€Ar]<T€w<::, is that of possession~" in one hope 
belonging to your calling." See under i. 18, on similar 
phraseology. The genitive of originating cause preferred by 
Ellicott is not so appropriate, on account of the preceding 
verb J"X7J0'T/-re, the genitive of the correlative noun sug
gesting what belongs to the call and characterized it, when 
they received it. The "hope " is "one," for it has one 
object, and that is gl01'Y; one foundation, and that is Christ. 
Their call-11 &vw ICA'l]<Tt<; (Phil. iii. 14), had brought them 
into the possession of this hope. See Nitzsch, System.,§ 210; 
Reuss, Theol. Ohret. vol. ii. p. 219. " There is one body and 
one Spirit," and the Ephesian converts had experience of this 
unity, for the hope which they possessed as their calling was 
also " one," and in connection with-

(Ver. 5.) Ek Kvpw.::, µ,{a 1r{<Tn<::, fu, {3ri1rno-µa - " One 
Lord, one faith, one baptism." Further and conclusive argu-
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ment. For the meaning of Kupios- in its reference to Christ, 
the reader may turn to i. 2. Had Irenreus attended to the 
common, if not invariable Pauline usage, he would not have 
said that the Father only is to be called Lord-Patrem tantum 
Deum et Dominum. Opera, tom. i. 443, ed.-Stieren, Lipsire, 
1849-50. 'l'here is only one supreme Governor over the 
church. He is the one Head of the one body, and the Giver 
of its one Spirit. This being the case, there can therefore 
be only-

" One faith." Faith does not signify creed, or truth be
lieved, but it signifies confidence in the one Lord-faith, the 
subjective oneness of which is created and sustained by the 
unity of its object. Usteri, Paulin. Lelirb. p. 300. The one 
faith may be embodied in an objective profession. There 
being only one faith, there can be only-

" One baptism." Baptism is consecration to Christ-one 
dedication to the one Lord. Acts, xix. 5 ; Rom. vi. 3 ; Gal. 
iii. 27. "One baptism" is the result and expression of the 
"one faith" in the "one Lord,'' and, at the same time, the 
one mode of initiation by the "one Spirit". into the '' one 
body." Tertullian argues from this expression against the 
repetition of baptism-/elix ag_ua quod semel afflui't. De Bap. 
xv. Among the many reasons given for the omission of the 
Lord's Supper in this catalogue of unity, this perhaps is the 
most conclusive-that the Lord's Supper is only the demon
stration of a recognized unity in the church, whereas faith and 
baptism are the initial and essential elements of it. These 
last are also individually possessed, whereas the Lord's Sup
per is a social observance on the part of those who, in oneness 
of faith and fellowship, honour the "one Lord." Still farther 
and deeper-

(Ver. 6.) Ek 0e:o~ Kat ITa:Tt7P 'lf'allTOJV-" One God and 
Father of all "-ultimate, highest, and truest unity. Seven 
times does he use the epithet "One." 'l'he church is one 
body, having one Spirit in it, and one Lord over it; then its 
inner relations and outer ordinances are one too; its calling 
has attached to it one hope ; its means of union to Him is 
one faith ; its dedication is one baptism : and all this unity is 
but the impress of the great primal unity-one God. His 
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unity stamps an image of itself on that scheme which origin
ated in Him, and issues in His glory. Christians serve one 
God, are not distracted by a multiplicity of divinities, and 
need not fear the revenge of one while they are doing homage 
to his rival. Oneness of spirit ought to characterize their 
worship. " One God and Father of all," that is, all Chris
tians, for the reference is not to the wide universe, or to all 
men, as Holzhausen, with Musculus and Matthies, argue
but to the church. Jew and Gentile forming the one church 
have one God and Father. (An illustration of the filial rela
tionship of believers to God will be found under i. 5.) The 
three following clauses mark a peculiarity of the apostle's 
style, viz. his manner of indicating different relations of the 
same word by connecting it with various prepositions. Gal. 
i. I ; Rom. iii. 22, xi. 36; Col. i. 16 ; Winer, § 50, 6. It is 
altogether a vicious and feeble exegesis on the part of Koppe 
to say that these three clauses are synonymous-sententia 
vi'detur una, tantum variis Jormuli's synonym£s e.xpressa. A 
triple relationship of the one God to the "all" is now pointed 
out, and the first is thus expressed-

o .mt "lraVTwv-" who is over all." These adjectives, 
"lravTwv and 7raui, are clearly to be taken in the masculine 
gender, as the epithet "lraT11p would also suggest. Erasmus, 
Michaelis, Morua, and Baumgarten-Crusius take them in m, 
"lraVTOJV and oul "lraVT©V as neuter, while the Vulgate, Zacha
riae, and Koppe accept the neuter only in the second phrase. 
'O ml "lraVTWV is rendered by Chrysostom-o havw "lraVTWV, 
'l'he great God is high over all, robed in unsurpassable glory. 
There is, and can be, no superior-no co-ordinate sovereignty. 
The universe, no less than the church, lies beneath, and far 
beneath, His throne, and the jurisdiction of that throne, 
tl high and lifted up," is paramount .and unchallenged. 

,cal. oia. "lravrn,v-" and through all." The strange inter
pretation of Thomas Aquinas has found some supporters. He 
explains the first clause of God the Father, who is over all
fontale princizn'um divinuatis; and the clause before us he refers 
to the Son-per quem omnia facta sunt. But this exegesis, 
which is adopted by Estius and Olshausen, reverses the idea 
of the apostle. It is one thing to say, All things are through 
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God, and quite another to say, God is through all things. 
'l'he latter, and not the former, is the express thought of the 
inspired writer. Jerome also refers the phrase to the Son
quia per .filium creata sunt omnia j while Calvin understands 
by it the third Person of the Trinity-Deus Spiritu sancti
.ficationis dijfusus per omnz'a ecclesim membra. Meyer holds a 
similar view. Chrysostom and his patristic followers, along 
with Beza, Zanchius, Crocius, and Grotius, refer it to God 
providing for all, and ordering all-Tfi 7rpovo{q, tcaJ owttcT)a-Et. 
Bengel, Flatt, and Winer understand it as signifying "through 
all acting." Winer, § 54. Harless explains it as meaning 
"works through all, as the head through the members." It 
is plain that some of these views do not make any real 
distinction between the oui of this clause and the Ev of the 
following. The idea of simple diffusion "through all," is not 
far from the idea of "in· all." But the notion of providence, if 
taken in a general sense, comes nearer the truth. The thought 
seems to be that of a pervading, and thus a sustaining and 
working presence. 'Though He is "over all," yet He lives 
not in remote splendour and indifference, for He is "through 
all;" His influence being everywhere felt in its upholding 
energies. 

Kal €1} 7rauiv-" and in all." The Elzevir Text adds vµ,'Zv, 
as Chrysostom does in his commentary. Others have adopted 
i;µ'iv, on the authority of D, E, F, G, K, L, the Syriac and 
V ulgate, Theodoret, Pelagius, and Am brosiaster-a reading 
admitted by Griesbach, Knapp, Scholz, and Hahn. But the 
higher witness of A, B, C, the Coptic and 1Ethiopic, and 
the text of Ignatius, Eusebius, Cyril, Epiphanius, Gregory, 
Chrysostom, and Jerome, exclude such a pronoun altogether, 
and leave us simply Jv 7r&a-iv. Accordingly, Lachmann and 
Tischendorf strike out the word as an evident gloss. The 
pronoun would modify the universality predicated in the two 
preceding clauses. He is "in all," dwelling in them, filling 
them with the light and love of His gracious presence. The 
idea conveyed by Bui is more external and general in its 
nature-acting through or sustaining; while that expressed 
by Jv is intimate and special union and inhabitation. Very 
different is such a conception from either ancient or modern 
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pantheism ; from that of Zeno or that of Hegel, or the poetical 
mysticism of Pope-

"All are but parts of one stupendous whole
Whose body nature is, and God the soul." 

Whether there be any reference to the Trinity in this re
markable declaration, it is impossible to affirm with certainty. 
While Theophylact seems to deny it, because heretical notions 
were based upon it, J erom.e on the other hand maintains it1 

and it was held by Irenams and Hippolytus, the former of 
whom explains the first clause of the Father-caput Christi,· 
the second of the Son-caput ecclesi'ro; and the third of the 
Holy Spirit in us-aqua viva. Harless, Olshausen, Stier, 
De W ette, von Gerlach, Ellicott, and Alford are of tlie same 
opm10n. It has been said in proof, that most certainly in the 
third clause-" in all "-the reference is to the Holy Ghost, by 
whom God alone dwells in believers; so that in the second 
clause, and in the words "through all," there may be an allu
sion to Him who is now on the throne of the universe, and 
"by whom all things consist; " 1 and in the first clause to the 
Eternal Father. In previous portions of the Epistle triune 
relation has been distinctly brought out; only here the repre
sentation is different, for unity is the idea dwelt on, and it is 
the One God and Father Himself who works through all and 
dwells in all. 

All these elements of oneness enumerated in verses 4, 5, 
and 6, are really inducements for Christians to be forward to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. It is 
plainly of the one holy catholic church that the apostle has 
been speaking; not of the visible church, which has in it a 
mixed company, many whom Augustine characterizes as being 
in fellowship cum ecclesia-" with the church," but who are 
not in eeclesia-" in the church." "All are not Israel 
who are of Israel." But the real spiritual church of the 

l The suspicious and fantastic extremes to which the idea of J ehovah's triune 
being and operations may be carried, will be. seen in such a work as that of the 
Danish theologian Martensen, Die Christliche IJogmatik, 2 vole. Keil, 1850. Com
pare also Marheineke, Chmtl. Dogm. § 426 ; Schleiermacher, Christl. Glaube, ii. 

§ 170, 3d ed. Berlin, 1835. 
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Redeemer is one body. All the members of that church par
take of the same grace, adhere to the same faith, are washed in 
the same blood,are filled with the same hopes, and shall dwell at 
length in the same blessed inheritance. Heretics and ungodly 
men may find their way into the church, but they remain 
really separated from its" invisible conjunction of charity." 
There may be variations in " lesser matters of ceremony 
or "discipline," and yet this essential unity is preserved. 
Clement of Alexandria compares the church so consti
tuted to the various chords of a musical instrument, " for in 
the midst of apparent schisms there is substantial unity." 
Barrow again remarks, that the apostle says-" one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism ; not one monarch, or one senate or 
sarihedrim." He does not insist on unity " under one 
singular, visible government or polity."1 How sad to think 
that the passions of even sanctified men have often produced 
feuds and alienations, and led them to forget the apostolic 
mandate. Christ's claim for the preservation of unity is upon 
all the churches-a unity of present connection and actual 
enjoyment-not a truce, but an alliance, with one livery and 
cognizance-not a compromise, but a veritable incorporation 
among "all who in every place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both their Lord and ours." 2 "I will give 
them one heart and one way "-a promise, the realization of 
which is surely not to be deferred till the whole church as
semble in that world where there can be no misunderstanding. 
The great father of the western church tersely says-Contra 
f'ationem, nemo sobrius ; contra Scripturas nemo Ghristianus ; 
contra Ecclesiam nemo pacificus senserit. 

1 Mohler, in his Bymbolik, § 48, one of the ablest defences of Romanism, con
trasts Lutheranism and Catholicism thus-" The latter teaches that there is first 
the visible chureh, and then comes the invisible, whereas Protestantism affirms 
that out of the invisible comes the visible church, and the first is the ground of the 
last." Sixth ed., Mainz, 1843. 

2 It is one of the many instances in which Rothe sets himself to overthrow 
established modes of thought and expression, when he attacks the phrase, " visible 
church," as being deceptive and unphilosophical. His objection, however, com
pelled Hagenbach to coin a new phrase to express the popular idea, and with the 
facility of the Teutonic language for compounds, he gives us the untranslatable 
epithets-historisch-empirisch, heraustretende, kil17>erliche.-Lebrbucb der Dogmen
geschichte, § 71. 
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(Ver. 7.) 'Evt OS €./Ut<TT<p ~µ,wv to60,,, ~ xap,,-" But to each 
of us was given grace." Unity is not uniformity, for it is 
qnite consistent with variety of gifts and offices in the church. 
The oJ marks a transitional contrast, as the writer passes on 
to individual varieties. Still along with this unity there is 
variety of gifts. In the addition of €Vt to €KatTTffJ, the idea of 
distribution is expressed more distinctly than by the simple 
term. Luke iv. 40; Acts ii. 3, xx. 31. B, D1, F, G, L, omit the 
article ~ before xaP"•, but there is no valid reason to reject it; 
the preceding 'f/ of Jo60'f/ may have led to its omission. 
This xapi,; is gift, not merely in connection with personal 
privilege or labour, but, as the sequel shows, gift in connec
tion with official rank and function. 'EMO,,, in this verse is 
explained by lfor.r>Ke in verse 8. While grace has been given 
to every individual, and no one is omitted, that grace differs 
in form, amount, and aspect in every instance of its bestow
ment; and as a peculiar sample and illustration of such 
variety in unity, the apostle appeals to the offices and dig
nities in the church. For this grace is described as being 
eonferred--

x.arri, T6 µ,frpov Tf/<; owpeiis TOV Xpta-Tov -" according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ." The first genitive is subject
ive, and the second that of possession or of agent. The gift 
is measured; and while each individual receives, he receives 
according to the will of the sovereign Distributor. And 
whether the measure be great or small, whether its contents be 
of more brilliant endowment or of humbler and unnoticed 
talent, all is equally Christ's gift, and of Christ's adjustment; 
.all is equally indispensable to the union and edification of that 
body in which there is "no schism," and forms an argument 
why each one gifted with such grace should keep the unity of 
the Spirit. The law of the church is essential unity in the 
midst of circumstantial variety. Differences of faculty or tem
perament, education or susceptibility, are not superseded. Each 
gift in its own place completes the unity. What one devises 
another may plead for, while a third may act out the scheme; 
so that sagacity, eloquence, and enterprise form a " threefold 
cord, not easily broken." It is so in the material creation
the little is as essential to symmetry as the great-the star as 
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well as the sun-the rain-drop equally with the ocean, and the 
hyssop no less than the cedar. The pebble has its place as 
fittingly as the mountain, and colossal forms of life are sur
rounded by the tiny insect whose term of existence is limited 
to a summer's twilight. Why should the possession of this 
grace lead to self-inflation? It is simply Christ's gift to .each 
one, and its amount and character as possessed by others 
ought surely to create no uneasiness nor jealousy, for it is 
of Christ's measurement as well as of His bestowment, and 
every form and quantity of it as it descends from the one 
source, is indispensable to the harmony of the church. No 
one is overlooked, and the one Lord will not bestow conflict
ing graces, nor mar nor disturb, by the repulsive antipathy of 
His gifts, that unity the preservation of which here and in 
this way is enjoined on all the members of His church. 

(Ver. 8.) .tlw A-&(ei.-"Wherefore He saith." This quotation 
is no parenthesis, as many take it, nor is it any offshoot from 
the main body of thought, but a direct proof of previous asser• 
tion. And it proves those truths-that the ascended Lord 
confers gifts-various gifts-that men are the recipients, and 
that these facts had been presented to the faith and hope of 
the ancient Jewish church. The apostle, too, must have felt 
that the Jewish portion of the Ephesian church would acknow
ledge his quotation as referring to Jesus. If they disputed the 
sense or reference of the quotation, then the proof contained in 
it could not affect them. The citation is taken from the 18th 
verse of the 68th Psalm. It is vain to allege, with Storr and 
Flatt, that the apostle refers to some Christian hymn in use at 
Ephesus-quod ab Ephesiis cantitari sciret. Opuscula, iii. 309. 
The formula ).,Jryei is not uncommon-a pregnant verb, con
taining in itself its own nominative, though iJ rypa<p'l} often 
occurs, as in Rom. iv. 3, ix. 17, x. 11; Gal. iv. 30; Suren
husius, Bibl. Katall. 9, There are two points which require 
discussion-first, the difference of reading between the 
apostle's citation and the original Hebrew and the Septuagint 
version; and, secondly, the meaning and reference of the 
quotation itself. 

The change of person from the second to the third needs 
scarcely be noticed. The principal difference is in the last 



I<:PHESIANS IV. 8. 289 

clause. The Hebrew reads-9.~i ni)!;1?, ~~i ·~~ r;,•1.w bii'll~ n·ia, 
and the Septuagint has in the last clause~el\.a/3e, ooµa-ra €V 
av0pC:nrr,, or-av0pw7tot~; but the apostle's quotation reads~ 
Kal eOroKEV ooµa-ra TO£<; avOpdJ'Trot<;---'-" and He gave gifts to 
men." Various attempts have been made to explain this 
remarkable variation, none of them perhaps beyond all doubt; 
It may be generally said that the inspired apostle gives the quo
tation in substance, and as it bore upon his argument. Whiston 
maintained, indeed, that Paul's reading was correct, and that 
the Hebrew and Seventy had both been c~rrupted. Carpzovius:, 
Orit. Sacr. p. 3. On the other hand, J archi, one of the 
Targums, the Syriac, and Arabic, have-" Thou hast given 
gifts to the sons of men." Jerome, followed by Erasmus, 
relieves himself of the difficulty by alleging that, as the work 
of Christ was not over in the Psalmist's time, these gifts were 
only promised as futute, and He may be said to have taken 
them or received them. But the giving and taking were alike 
future on the part of the Messiah in the age of David. More 
acute than this figment of his Eastern contemporary is the 
remark of Augustine, that the Psalmist uses the word 
"received," inasmuch as Christ in his members receives the 
gifts, whereas Paul employs the term "gave," because He, 
along with the Father, divides the gifts. The idea is too 
subtle to be the right one. Some, again, identify the two 
verbs, and declare them to have the same significance. Such 
is the view of Ambrosiaster, Beza, Zanchius, Piscator, Ham
mond, Bengel, and a host of others. " The one word," says 
Chrysostom, "is the same as the other." His Greek followers 
held generally the same view. Theodore of Mopsuestia simply 
says, " that to suit the connection the apostle has altered the 
terms," and the opinion of Harless is much the same. Tlieo
doret says-l\.aµ/3avrov ryap 7i]V 7tlunv avnoforoui T~V xapiv, 
a mere Spielerei as Harless terms it. We agree with Meyer, 
that the Hebrew word ~ has often a proleptic signification. 
"The giving," says Hengstenberg, "presupposes the taking; 
the taking is succeeded by the giving as its consequence." 
The verb seems often to have the peculiar meaning of danda 
sumere-Gen. xv. 9-" Take for me," that is, take and give 
to me; xviii. 5--'1 And I will take you a morsel of bread," 

u 
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i.e. take and give it you; xxvii. 13-" Go, take them," i.e. 
take them and give me them; xlii. 16-" Let him take your 
brother," i.e. let him take and bring him; Ex. xxvii. 20-
"That they take thee pure oil," i.e. take and present it to 
thee; so Lev. xxiv. 2 ; 1 Kings xvii. 10-" Take me a little 
water," i.e. take and offer it me; 2 Kings ii. 20; Hos. xiv.-2; 
and so in other places ; Glassius, Pllilol. Sacra, p. 185 ; Bux
torf, Catalecta Pltilol.-'I'lieol. p. 39. This interpretation is, 
therefore, not so capricious as De W ette affirms. Such is the 
idiomatic usage of the verb, and the apostle, as it especial1y 
suited his purpose, seizes on the latter portion of the sense, and 
renders-EDw,ce. The phraseology of Acts ii. 33 is corrJ)bora
tive of our view-" Being exalted to the right hand of God, 
and having received-Xa,8rov-from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this "-bestowed upon the 
church such gifts of the Spirit. It is of the gifts of the Spirit, 
especially in the administration of the church, that the apostle 
speaks in this paragraph; and Pete.r, in the style of the 
Psalmist, describes Messiah as receiving them ere He distri
butes them. The Mediator wins them by His blood, receives 
them from the Father who has appointed and accepted the 
sacrifice, and holds them for the very purpose of conferring 
them on His church. The Psalmist looks on the gifts in 
Christ's possession as tal~en and held by Him for men; but the 
time of bestowment had fully come, what was so held had 
now been communicated, and so the apostle from his own point 
of view says-" He gave gifts to man." Still, in the original 
psalm the taking appears to be taking by force of spoil from 
the conquered foes. But the martial figure of the Hebrew 
psalmist is not to be strained. 

Our attention must now be tumecl to the general meaning 
of the quotation. The 68th Psalm is evidently a hymn of 
victory. The inspired bard praises God for deliverance 
vouchsafed-deliverance resulting from battle and triumph. 
This is also the view of Delitzsch in his Commentar iiber der 
Psalter, published last year (1859). The image of a proces
sion also appears in some parts of the ode. Very many expo
sitors, among them Stier and Hofmann, have adopted the view 
that it was composed on occasion of the removal of the ark to 
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Mount Zion, and the view of Alford is the same in substance. 
But the frequent introduction of martial imagery forbids such 
a hypothesis. What the campaign was at the issue of which 
this paian was composed, we cannot ascertain. Hitzig refers 
it to the campaign of J oram and Jehoshaphat against the 
Moabites (2 Kings iii.), and von Lengerke refers it to some 
period of Pharaoh Necho's reign. Hengstenberg thinks the 
occasion was the termination of the Ammonitic wars, and the 
capture of Rabbah. 2 Sam. xii. 26. One of his arguments 
is at best only a probability. He says, there is reference
to the ark twice in Psalm lxviii. in verses 1 ancl 24, and 
that the ark was with the army during the warfare with 
Ammon. But the words in verses 1 and 24 of the psalm 
do not necessarily contain a reference to the ark, and the 
language of Joab to David, in 2 Sam. xi. 11, does not affirm 
the presence of the ark in the Israclitish camp, but may be 
explained by the words of 2 Sam. vii. 2. That the psalm 
is one of David's times and composition may be proved, 
against Ewald, De W ette, and Hupfeld, from its style and 
diction. The last writer, in his recent commentary (Die 
Psalmen; Dritter Band, Gotha, 1860), refers it to the 1·eturn 
from Babylon, and supposes that it is perhaps the composition 
of the so-callec1 pseudo-Isaiah, that is, the author of the latter 
half of Isaiah's propl1ecies. Reuss, in a treatise fu11 of" per
siflage," as Hupfelcl. says, and which Delitzsch truly calls a 
"pasquill "-a "l-Iarlekinannzug "-brings the psalm down 
to the period between Alexander the Great and the 1\1:acca
bees. One of the Targums refers the passage to l\foses and 
the giving of the law.1 Its pervading idea-probably without 
reference to any special campaign, but combining what had 
happened many times when the Lord had shown Himself 

1 The following note is translated from the llabuinical Commentary of l\fendels
sohn :-" As he mentions ( ,-. 8, 18) the consecration of Sinai, he adds the act by 
which it was inaugurated, and says, 'Thou hast ascended and sat on high, after 
giving thy law, and there thou hast led captives, viz., the hearts of the men who 
said, "\Ve shall act and be obedient; Thou hast taken gifts from amongst men ; 
thou hast taken and clwsen some of them as a present, viz., thy people, whom thou 
purchased with thy mighty hand, who are given to thee and are obedient. Though 
they are at time.s disobedient, still IJ<1st thou taken them to dwell amongst them, to 

forgh~e their sins., " 
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"mighty in battle"-is, that He, as of old, had come down 
for His people's deliverance, and had achieved it; had van
quished their foes, and given them a signal victory, and that, 
the combat being over, and captivity led captive, He had 
left the camp and gone up again to heaven, This portion of 
the psalm seems to have been chanted as the procession wound 
its way up Mount Zion to surround the symbols of the Divine 
majesty. 

"Thou hast ascended on high." The word 01~2-" on 
high-" in such a connection refers to heaven, in contrast with 
earth, where the victory had been won. Ps. xviii. 16; Isaiah 
xxiv. 18, xl. 26 ; Jeremiah xxv. 30. 

"Thou hast led captivity captive "--rrxpaAci>Tf:V<JW; alxµ,a
)VJJ<J"[av. The meaning of this idiom seems simply to be
thou hast mustered or reviewed thy captives. Judges v. 12; 
Gesenius, sub voce. The allusion is to a triumphal procession 
in which marched the persons taken in war. 

"Thou hast received gifts for men." There is no need 
with De W ette and others to translate ll i'n, and to regard this 
as the meaning-" thou hast received gifts in men," that 
is, men constituted the gifts, the vanquished vassals or prose
lytes formed the acquisition of the conqueror. Commentar iiber 
die Psalmen, p. 412; Boettcher, Proben, &c.§ 62; Schnurrer, 
Dissertat. p. 303. The preposition ll often signifies ''for" or 
"on account of." Gen. xviii. 28, xxix. 18; 2 Kings xiv. 6; 
Jonah i. 14; Lam. ii. 11; Ezek. iv. 17, &c.; Noldius, 
Concord. Part. Heb. p. 158. Hafnire, 1679. "'fhou hast 
received gifts on account of men" to benefit and bless them ; 
or the preposition may signify "among," as in 2 Sam. xxiii. 
3; Prov. xxiii. 28; Jer. xlix. 15; Ewald, Gmm. der Heb; 
Sprache, § 521, and Deliizsch. These gifts are the results of 
His victory, and they are conferred by Hirn after He has gone 
up from the battle-field. To obtain such a sense, however, it 
is out of the question, on the part of Bloomfield, to disturb the 
Septuagint reading and change the lv into l7r[. But how can 
ev av0pw7r<p denote " after the fashion of a man," and how 
can o~ in this connection mean, as Adam Clarke and Words
worth conjecture, "in man "-that is by virtue of His incar
nation as the head of redeemed humanity? 
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In what sense, then, are those words applicable to the 
ascended .Redeemer?. They are not introduced simply as an 
illustration, for the apostle reasons from them in the 'following 
verses. This bare idea of accommodation, vindicated by such 
exegets as Morus and even by Doddridge, can therefore have 
no place here. Nor can we agree with Calvin, that Paul has 
somewhat twisted the words from their original meaning
" nonnihil a genuino sensu hoe testimonium detorsit Paulus"
an opinion which wins suspicious praise from Riickert. 'l'he 
argument of the next verse would in that case be without 
solid foundation. Nor does Olshausen in our apprehension 
fix upon the prominent point of illustration. That point is in 
his view not the proof that Christ dispenses gifts, but that 
men receive them, so that Gentiles, as partakers of humanity, 
have equal right to them with Jews. While the statement in 
the latter part is true, it seems to be only a subordinate infer
ence, not the main matter of argument. That men had the 
gifts was a palpable fact; but the questions were-Who gave 
them? and does their diversity interfere with the oneness if 
the church? Besides, it is the term ava/3&,; on which the 
apostle comments. Nor can we bring ourselves to the notion 
of a typical ·allusion, or ''emblem" as Barnes terms it, as if 
the ark carried up to Zion was typical of Christ's ascent to 
heaven ; for we cannot convince ourselves that the ark is, so 
formally at least, referred to in the psalm at all. Nor will it 
do merely to say with Harless, that the psalm is applicable to 
Ch1-jst, because one and the same God is the revealer both of 
the Old and New 'l'estaments. Still wider from the tenor of 
the apostle's argument is one portion of the notion of Locke, 
that Paul's object is to prove to unconverted Jews out of 
their own scriptures that Jesus must die and be buried. Our 
position is, that the same God is revealed as Redeemer both 
under the Old and New Testament, that the Jehovah of the 
one is the Jesus of the other, that Psalm lxviii. is filled with 
imagery which was naturally based on incidents in Jewish 
history, and that the inspired poet, while describing the 
interposition of J ehov~h, has used language which was fully 
realized only in the victory and exaltation of Christ. Not 
that there is a double sense1 but the Jehovah of the theocracy 
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was He who, in the fulness of the time, assumed humanity, 
and what He did among His people prior to the incarnation 
was anticipative of nobler achievements in the nature of man. 
John xii. 41; Rom. xiv. 10, 11 ; 1 Cor. x. 4; Heb. i. 10. 
The Psalmist felt this, and under the influence of such emo
tions, rapt into future times, and beholding salvation com
pleted, enemies defeated, and gifts conferred, thus addressed 
the laurelled Conqueror-" Thou hast ascended on high." 
Such a quotation was therefore to the apostle's purpose. There 
are gifts in the church-not one donation but many-gifts the 
result of warfare and victory-gifts the number and variety 
of which are not inconsistent with unity. Such blessings are 
no novelty; they are in accordance with the earnest expecta
tions of ancient ages; for it was predicted that Jesus should 
ascend on high, lead captivity captive, and give gifts to men. 
But those gifts, whatever their character and extent, are 
bestowed according to Christ's measurement; for it was He 
who then and now ennobles men with these spiritual endow
ments. Nor has them been any change of administration. 
Gifts and graces have descended from the same Lord. Under 
the old theocracy, which had a civil organization, these gifts 
might be sometimes temporal in tliei1· nature; still, no matter 
what was their character, they came from the one Divine 
Dispenser, who is still the Supreme and Sovereign Benefactor. 
The apostle says-

, fJ \ , ,, .,, , ... I ' ... ' " I . ava a<, Ei<, UyO', '{IXµal\,WT€VU€V aixµa"wu1av- 1avmg 
ascended on high He led captivity captive." The reference 
in the aorist participle is to our Lord's ascension, an act pre
ceding that of the finite verb. vViner, § 45, 6; Kruger, § 56, 
10; Acts i. 9. The meaning of the Hebrew phrase corre
sponding to the last two words has been already given. Such 
a use of a verb with its cognate substantive is, as we have 
seen again and again, a common occurrence. Lobeck, Parali
pomena, lJi'ssm·t. viii., lJefigw·a etyrrwlogica, p. 499, has given 
many examples from the classics. The verb, as well as the 
kindred form alxµaj\,(i)-risw, belongs to the later Greek-extrema 
Grcecice senectus novum palmitem promisit. Lobcck ad Phry
ni'chus, p. 442. The noun seems to be used as the abstract 
for the concrete. Kuhner ii. § 406 ; J elf, § 353 ; Diodorus 
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Siculus, xvii. 76; Num. xxxi. 12; Judges v. 12; 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 11-13; Amos i. 6; 1 Maccab. ix. 70, 72, xiv. 7. The 
prisoners plainly belong to the enemy whom He had defeated, 
and by whom His people had long been subjugated. This is 
the natural order of ideas-having beaten His foes, He makes 
captives of them. The earlier fathers viewed the captives as 
persons who had been enslaved by Satan-as Satan's priso
ners, whom Jesus restored to liberty. Such is the view of 
Justin Martyr,1 of 'l'heodoret and illcumenius in the Greek 
church, of Jerome and Pelagius in the Latin church, of 
'l'homas Aquinas in medireval times, of Erasmus, and in 
later days, of Meier, Harless, and Olshausen. But such an 
idea is not in harmony with the imagery employed, nor can it 
be defended by any philological instances or analogies. On 
the contrary, Christ's subjugation of his enemies has a pecu
liar prominence in the Messianic oracles ; Ps. ex. 1 ; Isa. !iii. 
12 ; 1 Cor. xv. 25; Col. ii. 15; and in many other places. 

·what, then, are the enemies of Messiah? Not simply as in 
the miserable rationalism of Grotius, the vices and idolatries 
of heathendom, nor yet as in the equally shallow opinion of 
Flatt, the hinderances to the spread and propagation of the 
gospel. Quite peculiar is the strange notion of Pierce, that 
the "captives" were the good angels, who, prior to Christ's 
advent, had been local presidents in every part of the world, 
but who were now deprived of this delegated power at Christ's 
resurrection, and led in triumph by Him as He ascended 
to glory. Notes on Ool.ossians, appendix, The enemies of 
Messiah are Satan and his allies-every hostile power which 
Satan originates, controls, and directs against Jesus and His 
kingdom. The captives, therefore, are not merely Satan, as 
Vorstius and Bodius imagine; nor simply death, as is the 
view of Anselm; nor the devil and sin, as is the opinion of 
Beza, Bullinger, and Vatablus; but as Chrysostom, Calvin, 
Calixtus, Theophylact, Bengel, Meyer, and Stier show, they 
include Satan, sin, and death. "He took the tyrant captive, 
the devil I mean, and death, and the curse, and sin"-such 
is the language of Chrysostom. The psalm was fulfilled, says 

1 Dial. cum Tryph. p. 129. Ed. Otto, J enre, l 843. The genuineness of this 
Dialogue has, however, been disputed. 



296 EPHESIANS lV. 8. 

Calvin-quum Christus, devi'cto peccato, subaota morte, Satand 
profli"gato, in cwlum magnifice sublatus est. Christ's work on 
earth was a combat-a terrible struggle with the hosts of 
darkness whose fiercest onsets were in the garden and on the 
cross-when hell and death combined against Him those 
efforts which repeated failures had roused into desperation. 
And in dying He conquered, and at length ascended in vic
tory, no enemy daring to dispute His right or challenge His 
march ; nay; He exhibited His foes in open triumph. He 
bruised the head of the Serpent, though His own heel was 
bruised in the conflict, As the conqueror returning to his 
capital makes a show of his beaten foes, so Jesus having gone 
up to glory exposed His vanquished antagonists whom He 
had defeated in His agony and death. 

[Kal] €DWIC€11 86µ,aTa 'TOW av0pwrw;-" and He 11 (that is, the 
exalted Saviour) " gave gifts to men!' Acts ii. 33. There is 
no Kai in the Septuagint, and it is omitted by A, Cl', D1, E, 
F, G, the Vulgate, and other authorities; while it is found in 
B, C1 (C3), D3, I, K, L, and a host of others. Lachmann 
omits it; Tischendo1f omitted it in his second edition, but 
inserts it in his seventh; Alford inserts and Ellicott rejects it. 
The Septuagint has Jv av0pdm·q,, which Peile would harshly 
render-" after the fashion of a man." 1 In their exegesis 
upon their translation of the Hebrew text, Harless, Olshausen, 
and von Gerlach understand these gifts to be men set apart 
to God as sacred offerings. " Thou hast taken to thyself 
gifts among men-that is, thou hast chosen to thyself the 
redeemed for sacrifices," so says Olshausen with especial refer
ence to the Gentiles. According to Harless, the apostle 
alters the form of the clause from tlie original to bring out the 
idea-" that the captives are the redeemed, who by the 
grace of God are made what they are." But men are the 
receivers of the gift-not the gift itself. Comment. in Vet.· 
Test. vol. iii. p. 178. Lipsire, 1838 ; Ueberset. und Ausleg. der 
Psalmen, p. 305. Hofmann understands it thus-that the con
quered won by Him get gifts from Him to make them capable 
of service, and so to do Him honour. Bchriftb. ii. part I, 

• Bloom:lield has well remarked, that Peile's in~nious reading of this clause in 
the Septuagint virtually amounts to a re-writing of it. 
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p. 488. See also his Weissagung und Erfullung, i. 168, ii. 199. 
Stier says rightly, that these '86µ,aTa are the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit-die Geistes-,qaben Christi. These gifts are 
plainly defined by the context, and by the following Kal 

avT6<; eowKev. Whatever they are-a "free Spirit," a perfect 
salvation, and a completed Bible-it is plain that the office 
of the Christian ministry is here prominent among them. 
The apostle has now proved that Jesus dispenses gifts, and 
has made good his assertion that grace is conferred "according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ." 

(Ver. 9.) T6, oe, avefJ71, 7£ J<rnv-" Now that he ascended, 
what is it?" Now this predicate, avefJ'YJ, what does it mean or 
imply? The particle lie introduces a transitional explanation 
or inference. The apostle does not repeat the participle, but 
takes the idea as expressed by the verb and as placed in con
trast with KaTe/3~-

, ' ., ' ft:) ' ' ; [ , J ~ ~ €£ µ,71 OT£ Ka£ KaT€t-J'T} €£<; Ta KaT@TEpa µ,epn T1J<; ry17<; ;-
" unless that He also descended to the lower parts of the 
earth." The word 7rpwTov found in the Textus Receptus 
before el<; has no great authority, but Reiche vindicates it 
( Com. Grit. p. 173) ; and µ,ep71 is not found in D, E, F, G. 
Tischendorf rejects it, but Scholz, Lachmann, Tittmann, 
Hahn, and Reiche retain it, as it has A, B, C, D3, K, L, and 
the V ulgate in its favour. 'rhe Divinity and heavenly abode 
of Christ are clearly presupposed. His ascension implies a 
previous descent. He could never be said to go up unless He 
had formerly come down. If He go up after the victory, we 
infer that He had already come down to win it. But how 
does this bear upon the apostle's argument? We can scarcely 
agree with .Chrysostom, 01shausen, Hofmann, and Stier, 
that the condescension of Christ is here proposed as an 
example of those virtues inculcated in the first verse, though 
such a lesson may be inferred. Nor can we take it as being 
the apostle's formal proof, that the psalm is a Messianic one 
-as if the argument were, descent and ascent cannot be 
predicated of God the Omnipresent; therefore the sacred ode 
can refer only to Christ who came down to earth and again 
ascended to glory. But the ascension described implies such 
a descent, warfare, and victory, as belong only to the incarnate 
Redeemer. 
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el, -rtJ, Ka-rw-repa '!"rJ, ,yfl,-" to the lower parts of the earth." 
Compare in Septuagint su~h places as Deut. xxxii. 22; Neh. 
iv. 13 ; Ps. lxiii. 9, 10, lxxxvi. 13, cxxxix. 15 ; Lament. 
iii. 55., and the prayer of Manasseh in the Apocrypha. The 
phrase represents the Hebrew formula-n::,~ n\'l'!!Jfl, the super
lative being commonly employed-Ka-rro-ra-ro,. The rabbins 
called the earth sometimes generally o•?nilJ:J· Bartolocci, Bib. 
Rab. i. p. 320. 

1. Some suppose the reference to be to the conception of 
Jesus, basing their opinion on Ps. cxxxix. 15, where the 
psalmist describes his substance as not hid from God, when 
he was "made in secret," and "curiously wrought in the 
lower parts of the earth." Such is the opinion of scholars 
no less distinguished than Colomesius, Observat. SacrC£, p. 36, 
Cameron, Jlyrothecium Evang. p. 251, Witsius, Piscator, and 
Calixtus. But the mere poetical figure in the psalm denoting 
secret and undiscoverable operation, can scarcely be placed in 
contrast to the highest heaven. 

2. Chrysostom, with Theophylact and CEcumenius, Bul
linger, Phavorinus, and Macknight, refer it to the death 
of Christ; while Vorstius, Baumgarten, Drusius, Cocceius, 
Whitby, ·Wilke, and Crellius, see a special reference to the 
grave. But there is no proof that the words can bear such 
a meaning. Certainly the descent described in the psalm 
quoted from did not involve such humiliation. 

3. Many refer the phrase to our Lord's so-called descent 
into hell-descensus ad inferos. Such was the view of Ter
tullian, Irerneus, Jerome, Pelagius, and Ambrosiaster among 
the Fathers; of Erasmus, J<~stius, and the majority of Popish 
expositors; of Calovius, Bengel, Riickert, Bretschneider, 
Olshausen, Stier, Turner, Meyer in his third edition; Alford, 
and Ellicott. See also Lechler, das .A.post. Zeit. p. 84, 2nd 
ed. 1857 ; .Acta Thomm, xvi. p. 199 ; ed. Tischendorf, 
1851. Thus 'l'ertullian says, that Jesus did not ascend in 
sublimiom ccelorum, until He went down in inferlora terra
rum, ut i llic pati'iarchas et prophetas compotes Bui facer et. 
De Anima, 55; Opera, vol. ii., p. 642, ed. (Ehler. Catholic 
writers propose a special errand to our Lord in His descent 
into hell, viz., to liberate the old dead from torment-or a 
peculiar custody in the limbus pat1'um, or Abraham's bosom. 
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Oatechismus Roman. § 104. These doctrines are, however, 
superinduced upon this passage, and in many parts are con
trary to Scripture. Pearson on tlte Creed, p. 292, ed. 1847. 
Stier admits that Christ could suffer no agony in Hades. 
Olshausen's tamer idea is, that Jesus went down to Sheol, 
not to liberate souls confined in it, but that this descent is 
the natural consequence of His death. The author shrinks 
from the results of his theory, and at length attenuates his 
opinion to this-" That in His descent Jesus partook of the 
misery of those fettered by sin even unto death, that is, 
even unto the depths of Hades." Such is also the view 
of Robinson (sub voce).1 But the language of the apostle, 
taken by itself, will not warrant those hypotheses. For, 
1. Whatever the view taken of the "descent into hell," or 
of the language in 1 Peter iii. 19, the natural interpretation 
of which seems to imply it, it may be said, that though the 
superlative ,caTWTaTo<; may be the epithet of Sheol in the Old 
Testament, why should the comparative in the New Testament 
be thought to have the same reference? Is it in accordance 
with Scripture to call Hades, in this special sense, a lower 
portion of the earth, and is the expression analogous to Phil. 
ii. 10; l\Iatt. xii, 40? 2. The ascension of Jesus, moreover, 
as has been remarked, is always represented as being not 
from Hades but from the earth. John iii. 13, xvi. 28, &c. 3. 
Nor is there any force in El1icott's remark, that the use of 
the specific term ~O'TJ'> "would have marred the antithesis," 
for we find the same antithesis virtually in Isaiah xiv. 13, 151 

and expressly in Matt. xi. 23, while V7r€pavw and KaTWT€pa 
are in sharp contrast on our hypothesis. But heaven and 
earth are the usual contrast. John viii. 23 ; Acts ii. 19. And 
the phrase, "that He might fill all things," depends not on 
the descent, but on the ascension and its character. 4. Those 
who suppose the captives to be human spirits emancipated 
from thraldom by Jesus, may hold the view that Christ went 

I In Pott's Excursus, in connection with his interpretation of 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19, will 
be found a good account of the varioua opinions on the "descent into hell," as also 
in Dittelmeier, Historia Dogmatis de Descens,, C., &c., Altorf, 1761. But a more 
complete treatise on the same dogma in its various aspects is the more recent one of 
Giider-Die Lekre von der E,·scheinu119 Jesu Christi unter den Todten, &c., 1853. 
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to hell to free them, but we have seen that the captives are 
enemies made prisoners on the field of battle. 5. Nor can it be 
alleged, that if Satan and his fiends are the captives, Jesus 
went down ,to his dark domain and conquered him; for the 
great struggle was upon the cross, and on it" through death 
He destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil." When He cried, "It is finished," the combat was 
over. He commended His spirit into the hands of His Father, 
and promised that the thief should be with Himself in para
dise-certainly not the scene of contention and turmoil. But 
if we adopt Hebrew imagery, and consider the region of 
death as a vast ideal underworld, into which Jesus like every 
dead man descends, there would then be less objection to the 
hypothesis under review. 6. If we suppose the apostle to 
have had any reference to the Septuagint in his mind, then, 
had he desired to express the idea of Christ's descent into 
Hades, there were two phrases, any of which he might have 
imitated-J~ ~oov ttaTWTaTov (Ps. lxxxvi. 13) ; or more 
pointed still, €(1)<; ~oov K,aTWTaTOV. Dcut. xxxii. 22. See Trom. 
Concord. Why not use ~0'1/'>, when it had been so markedly 
employed before, had he wished to give it prominence? Ur:.
mistakable phraseology was provided for him, and sanctioned 
by previous usage. But the apostle employs "IT/ with the com
parative, and it is therefore to be questioned whether he had 
the Alexandrian version in his mind at all. And if he had, it 
is hard to think how he could attach the-meaning of Hades to 
the words Jv Tot<; K-aTwniTw TT/<; "IT/'> ; for in the one place 
where they occur (Ps. cxxxix. 15), they describe the scene of 
the formation of the human embryo, and in the only other 
place where they are used (Ps. lxiii. 9), they mark out the 
disastrous fate of David's enemies-a fate delineated in the 
following verse as death by the sword, while the unburied 
corpses were exposed to the ravages of the jackal. Delitzsch 
in loc. Nor is there even sure ground for supposing that in 
such places as Isa. xliv. 23; Ezek. xxvi. 20; xxxii. 18-24, the 
similar Hebrew phrase which occurs, but which is not rendered 
;,f37Jc, in the Septuagint, means Sheol or Hades. In Isa. xliv. 
23, it is as here, earth in contrast with heaven, and perhaps 
the foundations of the globe are meant1 as Ewald, the Chaldee, 
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aud the Septuagint understand the formula. In Ezek. xxv-i. 
20 "the low parts of the earth" are "places desolate of old;" 
and in Ezek. :xxxii. 18-24 the" nether parts of the earth" are 
associated with the " pit," and "graves set in the· sides of the 
pit "-scenes of desolation and massacre. 'l'he phrase may 
be a poetical figure for a dark and awful destiny. It is very 
doubtful whether Manasseh in the prayer referred to deprecates 
punishment in the other world, for he was in a dungeon and 
afraid of execution, and, according to theocratic principles, 
might hope to gain life and liberty by his penitence; for, should 
such deliverance be vouchsafed, he adds, " I will praise thee 
for ever, all the days of my life." It is to be borne in mind, 
too, that in all these places of the Old Testament, the phrase
ology occurs in poetical compositions, and as a portion of 
Oriental imagery. But in the verse before us, the words are 
-1 simple statement. of facts in connection with an argument, 
which shows that Jesus must have come down to earth before 
it could be said of Him, that He had gone up to heaven. 

4. So that we agree with the majority of expositors who 
understand the words as simply denoting the earth. Such is 
the view of Thomas Aquinas, Beza/ Aretius, Bodius, Rollock, 
Calvin, Cajetan, Piscator, Crocius,Grotius,Marloratus, Schoett
gen, Michaelis, Bengel, Loesner, Vitringa, Cramer, Storr,Holz
hausen, l\Ieier, Matthies, Harless, Wahl, Baumgarten-Crusius, 
Scholz, De W ette, Raebiger, Bisping, Hofmann, Chandler, 
Hodge, and Winer, § 59, 8 a. A word in apposition is some
times placed in the genitive, as 2 Cor. v. 5, T6V appa/3wva TOV 

wvc6µaTo,-the earnest of the Spirit-the Spirit which is the 
earnest; Rom. viii. 23, iv. 11, (rqµ,cfov wcptToµ,11,-the sign of 
circumcision, that is, the sign, to wit, circumcision. Acts. iv. 22; 
1 Pet. iii. 7 ; Col. iii. 24; Rom. viii. 21, &c. &c. The same 
mode of expression occurs in Hebrew~Stuart's Heb. Gram. 
§ 422 ; N ordheimer's do. § 815. So too we have in Latin
Urbs Romm-the city of Rome ; .ftuvius Eupkratis-or as we 
say in English, "the Frith of Clyde," or "Frith of Forth." 
Thus in the phrase before us " the lower parts of the earth" 

1 Beza refers his reader with a query to the first opinion we have noted. Nor are 
we sure whether by "terra" he does not mean the grave, wheu be defines it as
pars mundi i,,jima. 
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mean those lower parts which the earth forms or presents in 
contrast with heaven, as we often say-heaven above and earth 
beneath. The ihfro<, of the former verse pl.ainly suggested the 
KaTWT€pa in this verse, and v1repavro stands also in c01·re
spondence with it. So the world is called iJ ryf/ ,caTw. Acts 
ii. 19. When om' Lord speaks Himself of His descent and 
ascension, heaven and earth are uniformly the termini of 
comparison. Thus in ,John iii. 13, and no less than seven 
times in the sixth chapter of the same gospel. Comparantur, 
says Calvin, non una pars terrce cum altera, sed tota terra cum 
cmlo. Reiche takes the genitive, as signifying tei·ra tanquam 
universi pars inferior. Christ's ascension to heaven plainly 
implies a previous descent to this nethel' world. And it is 
truly a nether or lower world when compared with high 
heaven. May not the use of the comparative indicate that 
the descent of Christ was not simply to iJ "fll ,caTw, but el, -ra 

,caTwTepa '? Not that with Zanchi us, Bochart ( Opera i. 985, 
ed. Villemandy, 1692), Fesselius (Apud Wolf., in Zoe.), Kutt
ner, Barnes, and others, we regard the phrase mi signifying, in 
general, lowliness or humiliation-status exinanitionis. Theo
logically, the use of the comparative is suggestive. He was 
born into the world, and that in a low condition ; bom not 
under fretted roofs and amidst marble halls, but He drew His 
first breath in a stable, and enjoyed His first sleep in a 
manger. As a man, He earned His bread by the sweat of 
His brow, at a manual occupation with hammer and hatchet, 
"going forth to His work and to His labour until the evening." 
The creatures He had formed had their house and haunt after 
their kind, but the Heir of all things had no domicile by legal 
right; for "the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of man bath not where to lay His 
head." Reproach, and scorn, and contumely followed Him as 
a dark shadow. Persecution at length apprehended Him, 
accused Him, calumniated Him, scourged Him, mocked Him, 
and doomed the " man of sorrows " to an ignominious torture 
and a felon's death. His funeral was extemporized and hasty; 
nay, the grave He lay in was a borrowed one. He came truly 
" to the lower parts of the ear_th.'" 

(Ver. 10.) ·o ,carnf]a,, aVTO', €U7'W ,cat O ava/3ti-, V7repavro 
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,razm»v TWV oupavwv-" He that descended, He it is~also who 
ascended high above all the heavens." 'O KaTaf)as is emphatic, 
and au-ro,; is He and none other. Winer,§ 22, 4, note. Ou 
ryap li,"tl,"l,.,o<; KaT€AijAu0e, says 'fheodoret, Ka/, ll,"tl,lw<; Jv€?.,ijll,v0Ev. 
The identity of His person is not to be disputed. Change of 
position has not transmuted His humanity. It may be refined 
and clothed in lustre, but the manhood is unaltered. 'l'hat 
Jesus-

" Who laid his great dominion by, 
On a poor virgin's breast to lie;" 

who, to escape assassination, was snatched in his infancy into 
Egypt-who passed through childhood into maturity, growing 
in wisdom and stature-who spoke those tender and impres
sive parables, for he had "compassion on the ignorant, and 
on them that were out of the way "-who fed the hungry, 
relieved the affiicted, calmed the demoniac, touched the leper, 
raised the dead, and wept by the sepulchre, for to Him no. 
form of human misery ever appealed in vain-He who in 
hunger hasted to gather from a fig-tree-who lay weary and 
waywom on the well of Jacob-who, with burning lips, upon 
the cross exclaimed, "I thirst "-He whose filial affection in 
the hour of death commended His widowed mother to the 
care of His beloved disciple-HE it is who has gone up. No 
wonder that a heart which proved itself to be so rich with 
every tender, noble, and sympathetic impulse, should rejoice 
in expending its spi1·itual treasures, and giving gifts to men. 
Nay, more, He who provided spiritual gifts in His death, is 
He who bestows them in His ascension on each one, and all 
of them are essential to the unity of His church. But as His 
descent was to a point so deep, His ascent is to a point as 
high, for He rose-

fnrEpavo:, 'll"aVT©V TWV ovpavwv-" above all the heavens.'' 
John iii. 13 ; Heb. vii. 26. See under i. 21. Ot ovpavot are 
those regions above us through which Jesus passed to the 
heaven of heavens-to the right hand of God. 'l'he apostle 
himself speaks of the third heaven. 2 Cor. xii. 2. It is needless 
to argue whether the apostle refers to the third heaven, as 
Harless supposes, or to the seventh heaven, as W etstein and 
M Th ' ' '0 ' d ' ' ' eyer argue. ere was an a'l}p, an ai r;p, an TPLTO<; ovpavo,; 
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(Schoettgen, 773; Wetstein under 2 Cor. xii. 2): but the 
apostle seems to employ the general language of the Old 
Testament, as in Deut. x. 14; 1 Kings viii. 27, where we have 
" the heaven, and the heaven of heavens; " or Ps. lxviii. 33, 
cxlviii. 4, in which the phrase occurs-" heavens of heavens." 
vVe find the apostle in Heb. iv. 14, saying of Jesus-o,e).17-
7'w06ra rovr; ovpavo6r; - that He has " passed through the 
heavens," not "into the heavens," as our version renders it. 
Whatever regions are termed heavens, Jesus is exalted far 
above them, yea, to the heaven of heavens. The loftiest 
exaltation is predicated of Him. As His humiliation was so 
low, His exaltation is proportionately high. Theophylact says 
-He descended into the lowest parts-µ,e0' a OU.IC €(1'TbV eTepov 
n, and He ascended above a11-inrfp a ou.1C fonv ifrepa. His 
position is the highest in the universe, being "far above all 
heavens "-all things are under His feet. See under i. 20, 
21, 22. And He is there--'-

?va 1rA17pw(Tr, Ta 1ravTa-" that He might fill all things." 
The subjunctive with ?va and after the aorist participle, repre
sents an act which still endures. Klotz-Devarius, ii. p. 618. 
The ascension is past, but this purpose of it still remains or 
is still a present result. The translation of Anselm, Koppe, 
and others, "that He might fulfil all things," that is, all the 
prophecies, is as remote from the truth as the exegesis of 
Matthies and Rtickert, "that he might complete the work of 
redemption." Nor is the view of Zanchius_ more tenable, 
"that he might discharge all his functions." The versions 
of Tyndale and Cranmer, and that of Geneva, use the term 
"fulfil," but Wickliffe rightly renders, "that he schulde fill 
alle thingis." Jer. xxiii. 24. The bearing of this clause on 
the meaning of the term 1r">-.17pwµ,a, the connection of Christ's 
fulness with the church and the universe, and the relation of 
the passage to the Lutheran dogma of the ubiquity of the 
Redeemer, will be found in our exegesis of the last verse of 
the first chapter, and need not therefore be repeated here. We 
are not inclined to limit Tlt 1ra11Ta to the church, as is done 
by Beza, Grotius, and l\1eier, for reasons assigned under the 
last clause of the first chapter. The church filled by Him 
becomes "· His fulness," but that fulness is not limited by 
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such a·boundary. The explanation of Calvin, that Jesus fills 
all, Spirit/1,$ sui virtute; and of Harless, mit seiner Gnadenge
genwart-appears to be too limited. Chrysostom's view is 
better-rij~ evep,yeta~ aUTOU ical Tfj~ oeurroreta~. Stier com
pares the phrase with the last clause of the verse quoted from 
Psalm lxviii., that "God the Lord might dwell among them," 
to which corresponds the meaning given by Bengel-Se Ipso. 

(Ver. 11.) The apostle resumes the thought that seems to 
have been ripe for utterance at the conclusion of ver. 7. 

Kal auro~ EO<iJKe-" And Himself gave "-avr6~ emphatic, 
and connected with the aur6~ of the preceding verse, while at 
the same time the apostle recurs to the aorist. This Jesus who 
ascended-this and none other, is the sovereign donor. The 
provider and bestower are one and the same; and such gifts, 
though they vary, cannot therefore mar the blessed unity of 
the spiritual society. There is no reason, with Theophylact, 
Harless, Meier, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Bisping, to call eow1ee 
a Hebraism., as if it were equivalent to e0ero -the term which 
is used in 1 Cor. xii. 28; Acts xx:. 28. See under chap. i. 22. 
"ESw"e is evidently in unison with eo6071 and Saipea in ver. 7, 
and with eO<,JJCe ooµ,ara in ver. 8. The object of the apostle, 
in harmony with the quotation which he has introduced, is 
not simply to affirm the fact that there are various offices in 
the church, or that they are of divine institution; but also to 
show that they exist in the form of donations, and are among 
the peculiar and distinctive gifts which the exalted Lord 
has bequeathed. The writer wishes his readers to contem
plate them more as gifts than as functions. Had they 
sprung up in the church by a process of natural development, 
they might perchance· have clashed with one another; but 
being the gifts of-the one Lord and Benefactor, they must 
possess a mutual harmony in virtue of their origin and object. 
He gave-

rov~ p€v a71'oin-6Xov~-" some as, or to be, apostles." On 
the particle µ.ev, which cannot well be rendered into English, 
and on its connection with µla-see Donaldson's New Craty
lus, § 151, and his Greek Grammar,§ 548, 24, and§ 559. The 
official gifts conferred upon the church are viewed not in the 
abstract, but as personal embodiments or appellations. Instead 

X 
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of saying-" He founded the apostolate," he says-" He gave 
some to be apostles." The idea is, that the men who filled 
the office, no less than the office itself, were a divine gift. 

The apostles were the first and highest o;rder of o:ffice
bearers-those "twelve whom also He named apostles.'' 
Luke vi. 13. Judas fell; Matthias was appointed his suc
cessor and substitute (if a human appointment, and one prior 
to Pentecost, be valid) ; and Saul of Tarsus was afterwards 
added to the number. The essential elements of the aposto
late were-

1. 'l'hat the apostles should receive their commission im
mediately from the living lips of Christ. Matt. x. 5 ; Mark 
vi. 7 ; Gal. i. 1. In the highest sense, they held a charge as 
"ambassadors for Christ; " they spoke "in Christ's stead." 
Matt. xxviii. 19; John xx. 21, 23; Hase, Leben Jesu, § 64. 

2. That having seen the Saviour after he rose again, they 
should be qualified to attest the truth of His resurrection. So 
Peter defines it, Acts i. 21, 22; so Paul asserts his claim, 
1 Cor. ix. 1, 5, 8; so Peter states it, Acts ii. 32; and so the 
historian records, Acts iv. 33. The assertion of this crowning 
fact was fittingly assumed as the work of those" chosen wit
nesses to whom he showed himself alive after His passion, by 
many infallible proofs." 

3. They enjoyed a special inspiration. Such was the pro
mise, John xiv. 26, xvi. 13; and such was the possession, 
1 Cor. ii. 10; Gal. i. 11, 12; 1 Thess. ii. 13. Infallible 
exposition of divine truth was their work; and their qualifi
cation lay in their possession of the inspiring influences of the 
Holy Ghost. 

4. Their authority was therefore supreme. The church 
was under their unrestricted administration. Their word was 
law, and their directions and precepts are of permanent obliga
tion. Matt. xviii. 18, 20; John xx. 22, 23 ; 1 Cor. v. 3-6; 
2 Cor. x. 8. 

5. In proof of their commission and inspiration, they were 
furnished with ample credentials. They enjoyed the power 
of working miracles. It was pledged to them, Mark xvi. 15; 
and they wielded it, Acts ii. 43, v. 15 ; and 2 Cor. xii. 12. 
Paul calls these manifestations "the signs of an apostle ; " 



EPHESIANS IV. 11. 307· 

and again in Hebrews ii. 4, he signalizes the process as that 
of " God also bearing them witness." 'I.'hey liad the gift of 
tongues themselves, and they had also the power of imparting 
spiritual gifts to others. Rom. i. 11 ; Acts viii. 17, xix. 6. 

6. And lastly, their commission to preach and found churches 
was universal, and in no sense limited. 2 Cor. xi. 28. 

This is not the place to discuss other points in reference to 
the office. The title seems to be applied to Barnabas, Acts 
xiv. 4, 14, as being in company with Paul; and in an inferior 
sense to ecclesiastical delegates. Rom. xvi. 7; 2 Cor. viii. 23; 
Phil. ii. 25; Winer, Real- Worterouch, art. Apostel.; Kitto's 
Bib. Oycl. do.; M'Lean's A.postolical Commission, Works, i. 
p. 8; Spanhemius, de Apostolatu, &c., Leyden, 1679. 

Tovi;Se71"porp~rai;-" and some to be prophets.'' A€looks back 
to µev and introduces a different class. We have already had 
occasion to refer especially to this office under ii. 20, and iii. 5. 
The prophets ranked next in order to the apostles, but wanted 
some of their peculiar qualifications. They spoke under the 
influence of the Spirit; and as their instructions were infal
lible, so the church was built on their foundation as well as 
that of the apostles; ii. 20. Prophecy is marked out as one 
of the special endowments of the Holy Ghost (l Cor. xii. 10), 
where it stands after the apostolic prerogative of working· 
miracles. The revelation enjoyed by apostles was communi
cated also to prophets. iii. 5. 'l'he name has its origin in 
the peculiar usages of the Old 'I'estament. The Hebrew 
term w~ has reference, in its etymology, to the excitement and 
rhapsody which were so visible under the divine affiatus; and 
the cognate verb is therefore used in the niphal and hithpahel 
conjugations. Gesenius, sub voce; Knobel, Prophetismus, i. 127. 
The furor was sometimes so vehement that, in imitation of 
it, the frantic ravi:qgs of insanity received a similar appella
tion. 1 Sam. xviii. 10; l Kings xviii. 29. As the prophet's 
impulse came from God, and denoted close alliance with Him, 
so any man who enjoyed special and repeated divine com
munications was called a prophet, as Abraham, Gen. xx. 7. 
Because the prophet was God's messenger, and spoke in 
God's name, this idea was sometimes seized on, and a com
mon intemuncius was dignified with the title. Exo<l. vii. 1. 
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This is the radical signification of 7rpocp~-r17i,-one who speaks 
-1rp6-for, or in name of another. In the Old Testament, 
prophecy in its strict sense is therefore not identical with 
prediction ; but it often denotes the delivery of a divine 
message. Ezra v. 1. Prediction was a strange and sublime 
province of the prophet's labour; but he was historian and 
bard as well as seer. Again, as the office of a prophet was 
sacred, and was held in connection with the divine service, 
lyric effusions and musical accompaniments are termed pro
phesying, as in the case of Miriam (Exod. xv. 20), and of the 
sons of the prophets, 1 Sam. x. 5. So it is too in Numb. 
xi. 26 ; Titus i. 12. In 1 Chron. xxv. 1, similar language 
occurs-the orchestra " prophesied with a harp to give thanks 
and to praise the Lord." Koppe, Excursus iii. ad Comment. in 
Epist. ad Ephesios. 'l'hus, besides the special and technical 
sense of the word, prophesying in a wider and looser signifi
cation means to pour forth rapturous praises, in measured 
tone and cadence, to the accompaniment of wild and stirring 
music. Similar is the usage of the New Testament in refer
ence to Anna in Luke ii. 36, and to the ebullition of Zachariah 
in Luke, i. 67. While in the New Testament ,rpocp~TTJ'> is 
sometimes used in its rigid sense of the prophets of the Old 
Testament, it is often employed in the. general meaning of 
one acting under a divine commission. Foundation is thus 
laid for the appellation before us. Once, indeed (Acts, xi. 28), 
prediction is ascribed to a prophet; but instruction of a pecu
liar nature-so sudden and thrilling, so lofty and penetrating 
-merits and receive!> the generic term of prophecy. Females 
sometimes had the gift, but they were not allowed to exercise 
it in the church. This subordinate office differed from that of 
the Old Testament prophets, who were highest in station in 
their church, and many of whose inspired writings have been 
preserved as of canonical authority. But no utterances of the 
prophets under the New Testament have been so highly 
honoured. 

'rhus the prophets of the New Testament were men who 
were peculiarly susceptible of divine influence, and on whom 
that afflatus powerfully rested. Chrysostom, on 1 Cor. v. 28, 
says of them -o µev 'll"pocfntt€6rov 7rcfv-ra 0,7l"(/ 'TOV 7TV€6µa-roi, 
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<p0€"f'l€Tat. They were inspired improvisator-i in the Christian 
assemblies-who, in animated style and under irresistible 
impulse, taught the church, and supplemented the lessons of 
the apostles, who, in their constant itinerations, could not 
remain long in one locality. Apostles planted and prophets 
watered ; the germs engrafted by the one were nurtured and 
matured by the other. What the churches gain now by the 
spiritual study of Scripture, they obtained in those days by 
such prophetical expositions of apostolical truth. The work 
of these prophets was in the church, and principally with such 
as had the semina of apostolical teaching ; for the apostle says 
-" He that prophesieth speaketh unto men, to edification, 
and exhortation, and comfort" (1 Cor. xiy. 3) ; and again, 
" prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for 
them that believe," though not for unbelievers wholly useJess, 
as the sudden and vivid revelation of their spiritual wants 
and longings often produced a mighty and irresistible impres
sion. 1 Cor. xiv. 22, 24, 25; Neander, GeschichtederPflanzung 
der Ohristl. K. p. 234, 4th ed. Though the man who spake 
with tongues might be thrown out of self-control, this ecstasy 
did not fall so impetuously upon the prophets; they resembled 
not the Greek µ,avnr;, for "the spirits of the prophets are 
su~ject to the prophets." One would be apt to infer from the 
description of the effect of prophecy on the mind of an unbe
liever, in laying bare the secrets of his heart, that the prophets 
cpncerned themselves specially with· the subjective side of 
Christianity-with its power and adaptations ; that they 
appealed to the consciousness, and that they showed the higher 
bearings and relations of those great facts which had already 
been learned on apostolical authority. 1 Cor. xiv. 25. 'l'his 
gift had an intimate connection with that of tongues (Acts xix. 
6), but is declared by the apostle to be superior to it. Though 
these important functions were superseded when a written reve
lation became the instrument of the Spirit's operation upon the 
heart, yet the prophets, having so much in common with the 
apostles, are placed next to them, and are subordinate to them 
only in dignity and position. Rom. xii. 6. Whether all the 
churches enjoyed the ministrations of these prophets we know 
not. They were found in Corinth, Rome, Antioch, Ephesus, 
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and Thessalonica. If our account, drawn from the general 
statements of Scripture, be correct, then it is wrong on the 
part of N oesselt, Riickert, and Baumgarten-Crusius to com
pare this office with that of modern 'preaching; and it is 
too narrow a view of it to restrict it to prediction ; or to the 
interpretation of Old Testament vaticinations, like Macknight; 
or to suppose, with Mr. M'Leod, that it had its special field 
of labour in composing and conducting the psalmody of the 
primitive church. Divine Inspiration, by E. Henderson, D.D., 
p. 207 : London, 1836 ; .A View of Inspiration, &c., by 
Alexander M'Leod, p. 133. Glasgow, 1831. Most improbable 
of all is the conjecture of Schrader, that the apostle here refers 
to the prophets of the Old Testament. 

TOV<; 0~ eua"fle?l.unac; - " and sofue to be evangelists." 
That those evangelists were the composers of our historical 
gospels is an untenable opinion, which Chrysostom deemed 
possible, and which <Ecumenius stoutly asserts. On the other 
hand, Theodoret is more correct in his description-,rep,iaVTeo;
etc~pvTTov-" going about they preached." Eusebius, Historia 
Eccles. iii. 37. The word is used only thrice in the New 
Testament-as the designation of Philip in Acts xxi. 8, and 
as descriptive of one element of the vocation of Timothy. 2 
Tim. iv. 5. In one sense apostles and prophets were evan
gelists, for they all preached the same holy evangel. 1 Cor. i. 
17. But this official title implies something special in their 
function, inasmuch as they are distinguished also from 
" teachers." These gospellers may have been auxiliaries of 
the apostles, not endowed as they were, but furnished with 
clear perceptions of saving truth, and possessed of wondrous 
power in recommending it to others. Inasmuch as they 
itinerated, they might thus differ from stationary teachers. 
Neander, Geschicl1te dei· P.ftanzung, &c., 259, 4th ed. While the 
prophets spoke only as occasion required, and their language 
was an excited outpouring of brilliant and piercing thoughts, 
the evangelists might be more calm and continuous in their 
work. Passing from place to place with the wondrous story 
of salvation and the cross, they pressed Christ on men's 
acceptance, their hands being freed aU the while from matters 
of detail in reference to organization, ritual, and discipline. 
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'l'he prophet had an a1r0Ka\vvi<; as the immediate basis of 
his oracle, and the evangelist had " the word of knowledge" 
as the ultimate foundation of his lesson. Were not the 
seventy sent forth by our Lord a species of evangelists, and 
might not Mark, Luke, Silas, A pollos, Tychichus, and Tro
phimus merit such a designation? The evangelist Timothy 
was commended by Paul to the church in Corinth. 1 Cor. iv. 
17, xvi. 10. J'vir. M'Leod's notions of the work of an evan
gelist are clearly wrong, as he mistakes addresses given to 
Timothy as a pastor for charges laid upon him in the character 
of an evangelist. A View of Inspi'rati"on, p. 481. The com
mand to "do the work of an evangelist," if not used in a 
generic sense, is something distinct from the surrounding 
admonitions, and characterizes a special sphere of labour. 

TOV<; 0~ 1roiµ.SVa<; "a' owaa-/CaA.OU<; - "and some to be 
pastors and teachers." Critieal authorities are divided on the 
question as to whether these two terms point out two different 
classes of office-bearers, or merely describe one class by two 
combined characteristics. The former opinion is held by 
Theophylact, Ambrose, Pelagius, Calvin, Beza, Zanchius, 
Calixtus, Crocius,Grotius,Meier,Matthies, De Wette, N eander, 
and Stier; and the latter by Augustine, Jerome, CEcumenius, 
Erasmus, Piscator, Musculus, Bengel, Ruckert, Harless, Ols
h.ausen, Meyer, and Davidson. Ecclesiastical Polity, p. 156. 

Those who make a distinction between pastors and teachers 
vary greatly in their definitions. Thus 'l'heodoret, followed 
by Bloomfield and Stier, notices the difference, as if it were 
only local-Toti<; "a7a 1r6}.,w Ka~ Kwµ1rw-" town and country 
clergy." Theophylact understands by "pastors" bishops anJ 
presbyters, and deacons by "teachers," while Ambrosiaster 
identifies the same teachers with exorcists. According to 
Calixtus7 with whom Meier seems to agree, the "pastors " 
were the working class of spiritual guides, and the "teachers" 
were a species of superintendents and professors of theology, 
or, according to Grotius, metropolitans. N eander's view is, 
that the " pastors" we1·e rulers, and the "teachers " persons 
possessed of special edifying gifts, which were exerted for the 
instruction of the church. The Westminster Divines also 
made a distinction-" The teacher or doctor is also a minister 
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of the Word as well as the pastor ; " " He that doth more 
excel in exposition of Scripture, in teaching sound doctrine, 
and in convincing gainsayers, than he doth in application, and 
is accordingly employed therein, may be called a teacher or 
doctor;" "A teacher or doctor is of most excellent use in 
schools and universities, &c." Stier remarks that "each 
pastor should, to a certain extent at least, be a teacher, but 
every teacher is not therefore a pastor." By some reference 
is made for illustration to the school of divinity in Alexandria, 
over which such men as Didymus, Clement, and Origen pre
sided.1 None of these distinctions can be scripturally and 
historically sustained. 

We agree with those who hold that one office is described 
by the two terms. Jerome says-Non enim ait; alios autem 
pastores et al2°os magistros, sed alios ·pastores et magi~tros, ut 
qui pastor est, esse debeat et mavister; and again-Nemo 
pastoris s{bi nomen assumere debet, nisi possit docere quos 
pascit. The view of Bengel is similar. The language indi
cates this, for the recurring roili; 0€ is omitted before oioa,nca
Xovi;, and a simple ,ea£ connects iii...with wotµJvac;. The two 
offices seem to have had this in common, that they were 
stationary-wep1 &,a r6wov ~rTxo)vl]µ€vot, as Chrysostom de
scribes them. Grotius, De W ctte, and others, refer us to the 
functional vocabulary of the Jewish synagogue, in which a 

certain class of officers were styled j'0~'1!l, after which Christian 
pastors were named ew{u,cowot and wperT/3vrepot. Vitringa, De 
Synago,q. Vet., p. 621 ; Selden, De Synedriis Vet. Ifeb., lib. i. 
cap. 14. 

The idea contained in wotµ,~v is common in the Old Testa
ment. The image of a shepherd with his flock, picturing out 
the relation of a spiritual ruler and those committed to his 
charge, often occurs. Ps. xxiii. 1, lxxx. 1; Jer. ii. 8, iii. 15, 
and in many other places; Isa. lvi. 11; Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 
xxxvii. 24; Zee. x. 3; John x. 14, xxi. 15; Acts xx. 28; 1 
J:>et. v. 2. Such pastors and guides rule as well as feed the 
flock, for the keeping or tending is essential to the successful 

1 But Bodius compares "teachers" to titular doctors of divinity, a title, he adds, 
which is not without its value-si absit kine quidem omnis ambitw, et vana titulorom 
hi;jusmodi affectus. 
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feeding. The prominent i~ea in Psalm xxiii. is protection 
and guidance in order to pasture. The same notion is in
volved in the Homeric and classic usage of 7roiµ,1v as governor 
and captain. " The idea of administration is," Olshausen 
remarks, "prominent in this term." It implies careful, tender, 
vigilant superintendence and government, being the function 
of an overseer or elder. The official name €7r{a-"o7ro<; is used 
by the apostle in addressing churches formed principally out 
of the heathen world-as at Ephesus, Philippi, and the island 
of Crete (Acts xx. 28; Phil. i. 1 ; 1 Tim. iii. 2; Tit. i. 7) ; 
while 7rpea-fHrrepo,, the term of honour, is more Jewish in 1ts 
tinge, as may be found in many portions of the Acts of the 
Apostles, and in the writings of James, Peter, and John. 
Speaking to Timothy and Titus, the apostle · styles them 
elders (and so does the compiler of the Acts, in referring to 
spiritual rulers); but describing the duties of the office itself, 
he calls the holder of it €7rla-"o7roc;. See under Phil. i. 1. 

The oioaa-Ka7'.ot, placed in the third rank by the apostle in 
1 Cor. xii. 28, were persons whose peculia1; function it was to 
expound the truths of Christianity. While teaching was the 
main characteristic of this office, yet, from the mode of dis
charging it, it might be called a pastorate. The oioaa-"&7'.o,; 
in teaching, did the duty of a 7roiµ1v, for he fed with 
knowledge; and the 7rotµfw in guiding and governing, pre
pared the flock for the nutriment of the oioaa-KaAo',. It is 
declared in 1 Tim. iii. 2 that a Christian overseer or pastor 
must be "apt to teach "-oioa"T£KO',; and in Tit. i. 9 it is 
said that, in virtue of his office, he must be able " by sound 
doctrine both to exhort and convince the gainsayers." Again, 
in Heb. xiii. 7, those who had governed the church are further 
characterized thus-ornvei, eA&ATJU-UV vµ'iv TOV )..o,yov TOV l.8>eoD. 

The one office is thus honbured appropriately with the two 
appellations. It comprised government and instruction, and 
the former being subordinate to the latter, oioaa-K<iAo£ are 
alone mentioned in the epistle to the Romans, but there the 
evangelists are formally omitted; while the apostle by a sudden 
change uses the abstract, and the " helps " and "govern
ments " then referred to are, like "healing " and "tongues," 
not distinct offices possessed by various individuals, but 
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associated with those previously named. The evangelists 
and deacons were indeed helps, but government dcvol vecl 
upon the teachers and elders. See Henderson, Divine Inspi
ration, lect. iv. p. 184; Riickert, 2d Beilage-Komment. uber 
Oori'nth-B.; Davidson, Ecclesiastical Polity, 178. We are 
ignorant to a very great extent of the government of tlie 
primitive church, and much that has been written upon it is 
but surmise and conjecture. 'l'he church represented in the 
Acts was only in process of development, and there seem to 
have been differences of organization in various Christian 
communities, as may be seen by comparing the portion of 
the epistle before us with allusions in the three letters 
to Rome, Corinth, and Philippi. Offices seem to be men
tioned in one· which are not referred to in others. ·It would 
appear, in fine, that this last office of government and instruc
tion was distinct in two elements from those previously 
enumerated; inasmuch as it was the special privilege of each 
Christian community-not a ministerium vagum, and was 
designed also to be a perpetual institute in the church of 
Christ. The apostle says nothing of the modes of human 
appointment or ordination to these various offices. He de
scends not to law, order, or form, but his great thought is, that 
though the ascended Lord gave such gifts to men, yet their 
variety and number interfere not with the unity of the church, 
as he also conclusively argues in the twelfth chapter of his 
first epistle to the church in Corinth.1 

(Ver. 12.) Ilpo-. TOV ,campru,µov TWV wy{wv, El~ EP"fOV 
rna,cov{a~, El~ ol,coooµ~v TOV <TwµaTO~ TOU Xpl<FTov-" In order 
to the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Uhrist." The meaning of this 
verse depends upon its punctuation. There are three clauses, 
and the question is-how are they connected? 

1. Some regard the three clauses as parallel or co-ordinate. 
He gave all these gifts " for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

1 How a learned Irvingite of the Continent labours to find in such a passage the 
kind of intricate hierarchy which his so-called apostolic church delights in, may be 
seen in the work of Thiersch-Die Kirdte in Aposlolischen Zeitalter, &c. Frankfurt, 
1852. 
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Christ." Such is the _renqering of the English version, as if 
each clause contained a distinct purpose, and each of the three 
purposes related with equal independence to the divine gift of 
the Christian ministry. This mode of interpretation claims 
the authority of Chrysostom, Zanchius, Bengel, von Gerlach, 
Holzhausen, and Bauingarten-Crusius. But the apostle 
changes the preposition, using 7rpor; before the first clause, 
while dr; stands before the other two members of the verse, 
so that, if they are all co-ordinate, a different relation at least 
is indicated. 

2. A meaning is invented by Grotius, Calovius, Rollock, 
Michaelis, Koppe, and Cramer, through the violent and unwar
ranted transposition of the clauses, as if Paul had written
" for the work of the ministry, in order to the perfecting of the 
saints, in order to the edifying of the body of Christ. Simi
larly Tyndale-" that the sainctes might have all things 
necessarie to work and minister withall." 

3. Harless and Olshausen suppose the prime object to be 
described in the first clause which begins with ,rpor;, and the 
other clauses, each commencing with 1:lr;, to be subdivisions 
of the main idea, and dependent upon it, as if the meaning 
were-the saints are prepared some of them to teach, and 
others, or the great body of the church, to be edified. Our 
objection to such an exegesis is, that it introduces a division 
where the apostle himself gives no hint, and which the lan
guage cannot warrant. For all the wywi are described as 
enjoying the " perfecting," and they are identical with "the 
body of Christ" which is to be edified. The opinion of 
Zachariae is not very different, as he makes the second 1:lr; 
depend upon the first-" For the work of the ministry insti• 
tuted in order to the edifying of the body of Christ." 

4. Meier, Schott, Riickert, and Erasmus also regard the two 
clauses introduced by elr; as dependent upon that beginning 
with ,rpor;. Their opinion is-that the apostle meant to say, 
"for the perfecting of the saints unto all that variety of 
service which is essential unto the edification of the church." 
This interpretation we preferred in our first edition. But 
Meyer argues that OtaKov!a, in such a connection, never signi
fies service in general, but official service; and his objection 
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associated with those previously named. The evangelists 
and deacons were indeed helps, but government devolved 
upon the teachers and elders. See Henderson, Divine Inspi"
ration, lect. iv. p. 184; Riickert, 2d Beilage-Komment. uber 
Oorinth-B.; Davidson, Ecclesiastical Polity, 178. We are 
ignorant to a very great extent of the government of the 
primitive church, and much that has been written upon it is 
but surmise and conjecture. The church represented in the 
Acts was only in process of development, and there seem to 
have been differences of organization in various Christian 
communities, as may be seen by comparing the portion of 
the epistle before us with allusions in the three letters 
to Rome, Corinth, and Philippi. Offices seem to be men
tioned in one" which are not referred to in others. ·It would 
appear, in fine, that this last office of government and instruc
tion was distinct in two elements from those previously 
enumerated; inasmuch as it was the special privilege of each 
Christian community-not a mi'nisterium vagum, and was 
designed also to be a perpetual institute in the church of 
Christ. The apostle says nothing of the modes of human 
appointment or ordination to these various offices. He de
scends not to law, order, or form, but his great thought is, that 
though the ascended Lord gave such gifts to men, yet their 
variety and number interfere not with the unity of the church, 
as he also conclusively argues in the twelfth chapter of his 
first epistle to. the church in Corinth.1 

(V 12) II \ \ ' ~ • , , ,, er. . poc; -rov Ka-rapnuµov -rwv a'Yiwv, €£<; cp'Yov 

oiaJCov{ac;, clc; olJCoooµ~v -roii uwµa-ro<; Tov XpiuToii-" In order 
to the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ." The meaning of this 
verse depends upon its punctuation. There are three clauses, 
and the question is-how are they connected? 

1. Some regard the three clauses as parallel or co-ordinate. 
I-le gave all these gifts " for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

1 How a learned Irvingite of the Continent labours to find in such a passage the 
kind of intricate hierarchy which his so-called apostolic church delights in, may be 
seen in the work of Thiersch-Die Kfrche in Apostolischen Zeitalter, &c. Frankfurt, 
1852. 
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Christ." Such is the renclering of the English version, as if 
each clause contained a distinct purpose, and each of the three 
purposes related with equal independence to the divine gift of 
the Christian ministry. This mode of interpretation claims 
the authority of Chrysostom, Zanchius, Bengel, von Gerlach, 
Holzhausen, and Baumgarten-Crusius. But the apostle 
changes the preposition, using 7rpo, before the first clause, 
while el, stands before the other two members of the verse, 
so that, if they are all co-ordinate, a different relation at least 
is indicated. 

2. A meaning is invented by Grotius, Calovius, Rollock, 
:Michaelis, Koppe, and Cramer, through the violent and unwar
ranted transposition of the clauses, as if Paul had written
" for the work of the ministry, in order to the perfecting of the 
saints, in order to the edifying of the body of Christ. Simi
larly Tyndale-" that the sainctes might have all things 
necessarie to work and minister withall." 

3. Harless and Olshausen suppose the prime object to be 
described in the first clause which begins with 7rpo,, and the 
other clauses, each commencing with el,, to be subdivisions 
of the main idea, and dependent upon it, as if the meaning 
were-the saints are prepared some of them to teach, and 
others, or the great body of the church, to be edified. Our 
objection to such an exegesis is, that it introduces a division 
where the apostle himself gives no hint, and which the lan
guage cannot warrant. For all the &,ywt are described as 
enjoying the "perfecting," and they are identical with "the 
body of Christ" which is to be edified. 'l'hc opinion of 
Zachariae is not very diffexent, as he makes the second el, 
depend upon the first-" For the work of the ministry insti
tuted in order to the edifying of the body of Christ." 

4. Meier, Schott, Riickert, and Erasmus also regard the two 
clauses introduced by d, as dependent upon that beginning 
with 7rp<1-. Their opinion is-that the apostle meant to say, 
"for the perfecting of the saints unto all that variety of 
service which is essential unto the edification of the church." 
This interpretation we preferred in our first ~dition. But 
!feyer axgues that otaKov{a, in such a connection, never signi
fies service in general, but official service; and his objection 
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therefore is, that the saints, as a body, are not invested with 
official prerogative. 

5. Meyer's own view is, that the two last clauses are co-ordi
nate, and that both depend on gsw,ce, while the first clause 
contains the ultimate reason for which Christ gave teachers. 
He has given teachers-el.--"for the work of the ministry, 
and--el.--for the edifying of his body-wpo.,-in order to 
the perfecting of his saints." Ellicott and Alford follow 
Meyer, and we incline now to concur in this opinion, though 
the order of thought appears somewhat inverted. Jelf, 
§ 625. 3. It is amusing to notice the critical manamvre 
of Piscator-el'i' lpryov, says he, stands for ev lpryrp, and 
that again means ol ~pryov-the perfecting of the saints by 
means of the work of the ministry. 

The verbal noun ,campn<rµ,o.- is not, as Pela~ius and Vata
blus take it, the filling up of the number of the elect, but as 
Theodoret paraphrases--re;>.ew.- ev wa<rt wparyµ,a<ri. The verb 
,ca-rap-risew-to put i.n order again-is used materially in the 
classics, 3:s to refit a ship (Poly b. i. 24, 4; Diodorus Sic. xiii. 
70) or reset a bone (Galen); also in Matt. iv. 21; M,uk i-, 19; 
Heb. x. 5, xi. 3. In its ethical sense it is used properly, 
Gal. vi. 1 ; and in its secondary sense of completing, perfect
ing, it is found in the other passages where it occurs, as here. 
Luke vi. 40 ; 2 Cor. xiii. 11. The meaning of /!uyw.- has been 
explained under i. 1. The Christian ministry is designed to 
mature the saints, to bring them nearer the divine law in 
obedience, and the Lord's example in conformity. 

el<; :Jpryov oia,covta.,-" for work of service." For the ety
mology of the second term, see under iii. 7. These various 
office-bearers have been given for, or their destination is, the 
work of service. wEpryov is not superfluous; as Koppe says, 
it is that work in which the oiaicov{a busies itself. Winer, 
§ 65, 7 ; Acts vi. 4, xi. 29 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 15 ; 2 Cor. ix. 12, 13, 
xi. 8; 2 Tim. iv. 5, iv. 11. Neither noun has the article; 
for Sta,cov{a<; being indefinite, the governing noun becomes 
also anarthrous. Middleton, Gr. A.rt. p. 48. 

el., olicoSoµ,;,v 'TOV <rwµ,aTo.- 'TOV Xpt<r7ov-" for the building 
up of the body of Christ." This second parallel clause is a 
more specific way of describing the business or use of the 
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Christian ministry-a second pnrpose to which the office
bearers are given. In ii. 21, ol,coooµ,11 signified the edifice 
-here it denotes the process of erection. The ideas involved 
in this term have been illustrated under ii. 22, and those in 
a-wµ,a Xpia-Tov have been given under i. 23. The spiritual 
advancement of the church is the ultimate design of the 
Christian pastorate. It labours to increase the members of 
the church, and to prompt and confirm their spiritual pro
gress. The ministry preaches and rules to secure this, which 
is at the same time the purpose of Him who appointed and 
who blesses it. So that the more the knowledge of the saints 
grows and their piety ripens; the more vigorous their faith, 
the more ardent their love, and the more serene and heavenly 
their temperament; the more of such perfecting they gather to 
them and enjoy under the ordinances of grace-then the more 
do they contribute in their personal holiness and influence to 
the extension and revival of the church' of Christ. 

(Ver. 13.) Mexp£ KaTaVT'l}<I"<.tJfl-EV al ?TaVTES--" Until we all 
come." MeXP£ measures the time during which this arrange
ment and ministry are to last, and it is here used, without &v,1 
with a subjunctive, a usage common in the later writers and 
in the New Testament. Winer, § 413, b; Stallbaum, Plato, 
Pldlebus, p. 61 ; Schmalfeld on ''Em.,,§ 128. Kuhner,§ 808, 2. 
This formula occurs only in this place; &xpis- ov being the 
apostle's common expression. The insertion of the particle 
&v would have given such an idea as this, "till we come 
(if ever we come)." Hartung, it p. 291; Bernhardy, p. 400. 
The subjunctive is employed not merely to express a future 
aim, as Harless says, but it also connects this futurity with 
the principal verb-eocoK€-aS its expected purpose. J elf, 
§ 842, 2; Scheuerlein, § 36, 1. "We all," the apostle includes 
himself among all Christians, for he stood not apart from the 
ch~rch, but in it, the article specifying them as one class. 
KaTavTam needs not to be taken in any such sense as to 
intimate that believers of different nations meet together; nor 
can waVTE'i' denote all men, as Jerome, Morns, and Allioli 
understand it, but only all the saints-if7,0£. The meaning is, 

l On <ii,:;e• and/·'-';>:;€', see Tittmann, ile Syn<m. p. 33; and on the various forms of 
the words, Phrynichus, ed. Lobeck, p. 14; Fritzsche ad Rom. i. p. 308, 
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that not only is there a blessed point in spiritual advancement 
set before the church, and that till such a point be gained the 
Christian ministry will be continued, but also and primarily, 
that the grand purpose of a continued pastorate in the church 
is to enable the church to gain a climax which it will certainly 
reach ; for that climax is neither indefinite in its nature nor 
contingent in its futurity. And the apostle now characterizes 
it by a triple description, each member beginning with el,_-

, ' ~ f ""' I \ r, , I ,,.. t ,.. 
€l', 'T1}V €VOT1}Ta TY/'> 'll"l<TT€W<; /Ca£ T'YJ', €7Ttryvwa-ew<; 'TOV VlOU 

Tou 0eoD-" to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of 
the Son of God." Kamimfw is followed by elc; in a literal 
sense, as often in Acts, and here also in a tropical sense. See 
under Phil. iii. 11. Very different is the sense from that 
involved in the view of Pelagius-11,ius plenitudinem imitari'. 
Every noun in the clause has the article prefixed. vV e take 
the genitive Tov vi'oD Tov 0eov as that of object, and as governed 
both by 7r{a-TEW', and emryvwa-ew,;-" the faith of the Son of 
God, and the knowledge of the Son of Cod." Winer,§ 30. 
But we cannot adopt the view of Calvin, Calovius, Bullinger, 
and Crocius, that Tfjc; ewtryvwo-ew<; is epexegetical of Tfj<; w{a-Tew<;, 

for it expresses a different idea. Nor can we with Grotius 
regard Elc; as meaning iv-the rendering also of the English 
version, while Chandler gives it the sense of "by means of," 
and Wycliffe renders "into unyte of faith." The preposition 
marks the terminus ad quem. The apostle has already in this 
chapter introduced the idea of unity, and has shown that dif
ference of gifts and office is not incompatible with it; and now 
he shows that the variety of offices in the church of Christ 
is intended to secure it. For the meaning of the term Son, 
the reader may go back to what is said under i. 3. The 
apostle uses this high appellation here, for Jesus as God's Son 
-a divine Saviour is the central 1object of faith. Christians 
are all to attain to oneness of faith, that is, all of them shall 
be filled with the same ennobling and vivifying confidence in 
this divine Redeemer-not some leaning more to His humanity, 
and others showing an equally partial and defective preference 
for His divinity-not some regarding Him rather as an 
instructor and example, and others drawn to Him more as an 
atonement-not some fixing an exclusive gaze on Christ 
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without them, and others cherishing an intense and one-sided 
aspiration for Christ within them-but all reposing a united 
confidence in Him-" the Son of God." It would be too 
much to say that subjectively all shall have the same faith so 
far as vigour is concerned, but a unity in essence and perman
ence, as well as in object, is an attainable blessing. 

Unity of knowledge is also specified by the apostle. 
'E1ruyvwcr,r; is a term we have considered under i. 17. Chris
tians are not to be, as in times past, some fully informed in 
one section of truth, but erring through defective information 
on other points concerning the Saviour-some with a superior 
knowledge of the merits of His death, and others with a 
quicker perception of the beauties of His life; His glory the 
theme of correct meditation with one, and His condescen
sion the subject of lucid reflection with another-but they 
are to be characterized by the completeness and harmony 
of their ideas of the power, the work, the history, the 
love, and the glory of the " Son of God." Olshausen 
thinks that the unity to which the apostle refers, is a unity 
subsisting between faith and knowledge, or, as Bisping 
technically words it-jides implicita developing into fides 
explicita. This idea does not appear to be the prominent 
one, but it is virtually implied, since knowledge and faith 
are so closely associated-faith not only embracing all thaJ; 
is known about the Saviour, and its circuit enlarging with 
the extent of information, but also being itself a source of 
knowledge. The hypothesis of Stier is at once mystical 
and peculiar. The phrase Tov vluv Tov 6Eov is, he -says, 
"the genitive of subject or possession ; " and the meaning 
then is, till we possess that oneness of faith an:d knowledge 
which the Son of God Himself possessed in His incarnate 
state, till the whole community become a son of God in such 
respects. Now, one great aim of preaching and ecclesiastical 
organization, is to bring about such a unity. There is no 
doubt, therefore, that it is attainable; but whether here or 
liereafter has perplexed many commentators. The opinion of 
'l'heodoret-T~~ 0€ T€AEiOT7JTO'; ev T<f1 µEAAOVT£ f3{rp T€Vl;oµr;0a 

-has been adopted by Calvin, Zanchius, Koppe, and Holz
hausen. On the other hand, the belief that such perfection is 
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attainable here, is a view held by Chrysostom, Theophylaet, 
and (Ecumenius, by Jerome and Ambrosiaster, by Thomas 
Aquinas and Estius, by Luther, Calovius, Crocius, and 
Cameron, and by the more modern expositors, ~iickert, Meier, 
Matthies, De Wette, Meyer, Delitzsch, and Stier. Perfection, 
in~eed, in an absolute sense, cannot be enjoyed on earth, 
either personally or socially. But the apostle speaks of. the 
results of the Christian ministry as exercised in the church 
below ; for that faith to which Christians are to come exists 
not in its present phase in heaven, but is swallowed up in 
v1s1on. Had 'faith been described only as a means, the 
heavenly state might have been formally referred to. Still 
the terms employed indicate a state of perfection that has 
never been realized, either by the apostolic or by any other 
ehurch. Phil. iii. 13. Our own view is not materially dif
ferent from that of Harless, viz., that the apostle places this 
destiny of the church on earth, but does not say whether on 
earth that destiny is to be realized. Olshausen says, that Paul 
did not in his own mind conceive any antithesis between this 
world and that to come, and he gives the true reason, that 
"the church was to the apostle one and one only." For the 
church on earth gradually passes into the church in heaven, 
and when it reaches perfection, the Christian ministry, which 
mma.ins till we come to this unity, will be superseded. In 
such sketches the apostle holds up an ideal which, by the aim 
and labour of the Christian pastorate, is partially realized on 
earth, and ought to be more vividly manifested ; but which will 
be fully developed in heaven, when, the effect being secured, 
the instrumentality may be dispensed with. 

el~ &vSpa Te?..ewv-" to a perfect man." 1 This expres
sive figure was perhaps suggested by the previous u&µ,a 
Xptu-roii. The singular appears to be employed as the con
crete representative of that unity of whicl. the apostle has 
been speaking. 'Av~p -re.?..ew~ is opposed to V1J'71'l0~ in the 
following verse, which probably it also suggested, and is used 
in such a sense by the classics. Te.Mw, is tropically con-

1 Augustine says, NonnuUi propter hoe quod dictum est-donec occwrramns omnes in 
virum pe,:fectum, nee in sexu ftmineo resurrecturas ftminai! credttnt-sed in virili.
De Givitate, xxvii. 16. See also Aquinas and Anselm. 
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trasted with v~mo,; in 1 Cor. ii. 6 and iii. 1, and it stands 
opposed to To J" µepqp,;. 1 Cor. xiii. 10. Other examples 
may be seen from Arrianus and Polybius in Raphelius, 
Annotat. Sac. ii. p. 477. Xenophon, Oyrop. viii. 7, 6. Hof
mann, Schriftb. ii., part 21 p. 1111 proposes to begin a new 
period with this clause, connecting it with avl;f;ucoµev of the 
15th verse, thus separating it from any connection with the 
previous 1'va, and giving it the sense of" let us grow." Such 
a ·construction is needlessly involved, and mars the rapid 
simplicity of the passage. The Christian church is not full
grown, but it is advancing to perfect age. What the apostle 
means by a perfect manhood, he explains by a parallel expres
sion-

el<, µfrpov nXt!Cfa8 TOV 7r).,77pwµaTo<; TOV Xpt<T'TOV-" to the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." The im
portant term n"}..U<.fa is rendered" full age "-mtas virilz's-by 
Morns, Koppe, Flatt, Meier, Matthies, Holzhausen, and Har
less. "It is," says Harless, "the ripeness of years in con
trast with the minority of youth." Meyer takes it simply as 
age-age defined by the following words. Chrysostom says, 
'' by stature _here he means perfect knowledge." It may sig
nify age, John ix. 21, or stature, Luke xix. 3. The last is 
the view of Erasmus, Beza, Grotius, Bengel, Riickert, Stier, 
Ellicott, Alford, and the Syriac version. And to this view we 
are inclined, first, because avhp TEXeto<; is literally a full-grown 
man-a man of mature stature ; and, secondly, because the 
apostle gives the idea of growth, and not of age, very peculiar 
prominence in the subsequent illustrations, and particularly in 
the sixteenth verse. Though µfrpov, as in the well-known 
phrase, ~/377,; µfrpov (Homer Od. xviii. 217), bears a general 
signification, there is no reason why it should not have its 
original meaning in the clause before us, for the literal sense 
is homogeneous-" measure of stature." Lucian, Imag. p. 8, 
Opera, vol. vi. ed. Bipoint. The words are but an appro• 
priate and striking image of spiritual advancement. The 
stature referred to is characterized as that of "the fulness of 
Christ." This phrase, which has occurred already in the 
epistle, has been here most capriciously interpreted even by 
some of those who give n">.,i,cta the sense of stature. Luther, 

y 
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Calvin, Beza, Morns, and others, take 1r°Jl.?Jproµ,a as an adjec
tive-~Aucla '1r€7rAT)proµ,eVTJ or ~°Jl.uda 7rA'YJpro0€VTO<; Xpunov. 
Luther renders in der masse des vollkommenen Alters Christi 
-" the measure of the full age of Christ." Calvin gives it, 
retas justa vel matura / Beza has it, ad mensuram staturce 
adulti Uhri"sti. Such an exegesis does violence to the lan
guage, and is not in accordance with the usual meaning of 
7rA?Jpooµ,a. It is completely out of place on the part of Storr, 
Koppe, and Baumgarten-Crusius, to understand 'TT"A~proµ,a of 
the church, for the phrase qualifies ~Aucta, and is not in simple 
apposition. Nor is the attempt of CEcumenius and Grotius at 
all more successful, to resolve w;\ftproµ,a into the knowledge of 
Christ. For w°Jl.ftproµ,a see under i. 10, 23. Xpunov is the 
genitive of subject, and 1r°J1.11pwµ,aTor; that of possession; the 
eonnection of so many genitives indicating a varied but linked 
relationship characterizing the apostle's style. Winer,§ 30, 3; 
Obs. i.; Eph. i. 6, 19. The church, as we have seen, is 
Christ's fulness as filled up by Him, and so this "stature" 
is of His "fulness "-filled up by Him, and deriving from this 
imparted fulness all its height and symmetry. Such is 
the general view of Harless, Olshausen, Meyer, Meier, and 
Holzhausen, save that they do not take ~Auda in the sense 
of stature. But this translation of " stature " appears, as 
we have said, more in harmony with the imagery employed, 
for he says, "we grow up" "and the whole body maketh 
increase of the body." This stature grows just as it receives 
of Christ's fulness; and when that fulness is wholly enjoyed, 
it will be that of a" perfect man." 'l'he idea conveyed by 
the figure eannot be misunderstood. 'l'l1e Christian ministry 
is appointed to labour for the perfection of the church of 
Christ, a perfection which is no romantic anticipation, but 
which consists of the communicated fulness of Christ. We 
need scarcely notice the hallucinations of some of the Fathers 
"'-that man shall rise from tl1e grave in the perfect age of 
Christ-that is, each man's constitution shall have the form 
and aspect of thirty-three years of age, the age of Christ at 
His death. Augustine, De Civit. lib. xxii. cap. 15. Another 
purpose is-

(Ver. 14.) ''Iva Jl,TJKfrt ©JJ,€V v?fmoi-" In order that we may 
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be no longer children." This and the following verse are 
illustrative of the preceding one, and show the peculiar weak
ness and dangers to which believers in an imperfect state are 
exposed. "Iva points to a negative and intermediate purpose 
resulting from that of the preceding verses, but not as if that 
were taken as realized, for he immediately adds ali~CTroµ,OJ
implying that reXetoT'lli; has not been attained. The period of 
maturity is, indeed, future ; but meantime, in the hope of it, 
and with the assistance of the Christian ministry, believers 
are to be " no longer children ; " ceasing to be children is 
meanwhile our duty. The ministry is instituted, and this 
glorious destiny is pourtrayed, in order that in the meantime 
we may be no longer children. N f,rioi; is opposed to &vi]p 
Tl"A.ewi;. Polybius, Hi'st., v. 29, 2. M7JK€Tt is employed after 
Z'va. Gayler, Part. Grcec. Neg., cap. vii. A, 1-{J, p. 168. We 
have been c_hildren long enough-let us " put away childish 
things." 

The :ipostle now refers to two characteristics of childhood
its fickleness, and its liability to be imposed upon. Child
hood has a peculiar facility of impression-

«'>..vor,wttoµ,evot «al 7r€pt</Jepoµevot 7ravrl avlµrp ~ .. OtOaCT
,ca'>..lai;-" tossed and driven about with every wind of teach
ing." K;\,voa>vttoµevot-tossed about as a surge ; l(A,IJO(IJV£
soµevot is passive ; instances may be found in Krebs and 
Wetstein. Heb. xiii. 9; James i. 6. The billow does not 
swell and fall on the same spot, but it is carried about by the 
wind, driven hither and thither before it-the sport of the 
tempest. The term avlµrp, dative of cause (Kruger, § 48, 15), 
is applied to Ct◊aCTKa';\{a-not to show its emptiness, as 
Matthies explains it by windig-"leere Einfiille, but to describe 
its impulsive power. The article rfii; before otoaCTKaX{ai; gives 
definitive prominence to "the teaching," which, as a high 
function respected and implicitly obeyed, was very capable of 
seducing, since whatever false phases it assumed, it might find 
and secure followers. Such wind, not from this or that direc
tion only, but blowing from any or "every " quarter, causes 
the imperfect and inexperienced to surge about in fruitless 
commotion. The moral phenomenon is common. Some men 
liave just enough of Christian intelligence to unsettle them, 
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and make them the prey of every idle suggestion, the sport 
of every religious novelty. How many go the round of all 
sects, parties, and creeds, and never receive satisfaction? If 
in the pride of reason they fall into rationalism, then if they 
recover they rebound into mysticism. From the one extreme 
of legalism they recoil to the farthest verge of antinomia,nism, 
having travelled at easy stages all the intermediate distances. 
Men like Priestley and Channing have gradually descended 
from Calvinism to Unitarianism; others, like Schlegel and 
the Countess Ida Hahn-Hahn, make a swift transition from 
Protestant nihilism to Popish pietism and superstition. Deci
sion and firmness are indispensable to spiritual improvement. 
Only one form of teaching is beneficial, and all deviations are 
permc10us. More pointedly-

€V rfi xv/3Elq, Twv av0pw7rwv-" in the sleight of men.n 
Kvf3e[a from ,cvflor;-a cube, or one of the dice-signifies 
gambling, and then by an easy and well-known process, the 
common accompaniment and result of gambling-fraud and 
imposition. Suicer, sub voce. The rabbins have the word 
also in the form of N~?li', Schoettgen, Horro Heb. p, 775; Bux.:. 
torf, Lex. Tal. p. 1984. Salmasius renders the term actio 
temeraria / 'Beza, varim et i"neptm subti"litates / and Matthies, 
gewinnsuchtiges Spiel-" play for the greed of winning." 
These. meanings are inferior to the ordinary translation of 
fallacia by Jerome, the nequitia of the Vulgate, and "sleight n 

of the English version. 'l'heodoret renders the noun by 7rav
ovv•1ta. The opinion of Meyer and De W ette, that iv denotes 
the instrumental cause, is scarce to be preferred to that of 
Harless, Matthies, Olshausen, and Ellicott, who suppose that 
the preposition signifies the element in which the false doctrine 
works. The apostle shows how the false teaching wields its 
peculiar power-acting like a wary and dexterous gambler, 
and winning by dishonesty without being suspected of it. 
OZ av0pw7rot are men, in contrast not 'with Christ's office
bearers, but with the "Son of God." The next clause is 
parallel and e:xplanative-

, I \ ' e~I ~ -,I "" ft €V 7ravovpryiq, 7rpor; 'T1JV µ,e o';!_iav T1J<; 'lrl\.aVTJ<;- m era 
with a view to a system of error." Codex·A adds roD Sta/36Xov. 
"Craft" is the meaning which is uniformly attached to the 
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first noun in the New Testament. 1 Cor. iii. 19; 2 Cor. iv. 2
1 

xi. 3. ITp6r; indicates the purpose of the 'ffavovpry!a which is 
not followed by any article. 'l'he craft is exercised in order 
to carry out the tricks of error; 7TAlw,7r; being genitive of 
subject and defined by the article. Me8ooda is rendered by 
Hesychius T¼,WJ, and by Theodoret µ,71x,av~, plan or settled 
system. Aquila renders~," to lie in wait," (Exod. xxi.13) by 
µ,e06oev<Te. The Greek verb originally had a good meaning, 
"to pursue a settled plan," but the bad meaning soon came
its history and use, as in the case of such English words as 
"prevent" and "resent," showing man's evil nature. This 
false teaching, 17 7r"XaWJ, hf!s a .systematic process of deception 
peculiar to itself-17 µ,e8ooe!a; and that this mechanism may not 
fail or scare away its victims by unguarded revelations of its 
nature and purpose, it is wrought with special manceuvre
wavovpryla. There is, however, no distinct declaration that 
such seduction and mischievous errors were actually in the 
church at Ephesus, though the language before us seems to 
imply it, and the apostle's valedictory address plainly antici
pated it. Acts xx. 29. We may allude, in fine, to the strange 
remark of Rlickert, that this severe language of Paul against 
false teachers, sprang from a dogmatical de£ance, and was the 
weak side in him as in many other great characters. But the 
apostle's attachment to the truth originated in his experience 
of its saving power, and he knew that its adulteration often 
robbed it of its healing virtue. Love to men, fidelity to 
Christ, and zeal for the purity and glory of the church, de
manded of him this severe condemnation of errorists and 
heresiarchs. The spiritual vehemence and truth-love of such 
a heart are not to be estimated by a common criterion, and 
when such puerile estimates of Paul's profound nature are 
formed, we are inclined to ascribe it to moral incompetence 
of judgment, and to say to Herr Riickert-'' Sir, thou hast 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep." 

(V 15) 'A' 8 ' ~' ' ' ' 't:' ' ' ' er. . "'71 euovrer; oe, ev a,ya'ff?J au.,'Y/a-wµev etr; avTov 
7fi 7ravra-" But imbued with truth, that in love we should 
grow up to or into Him in all things." The construction 
still depends upon 7va in ver. 14, ~e placing the following 
positive clauses in opposition to the preceding negative ones. 
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We must hold against Meyer, that the context requires &X17-
8evwv to be understood as meaning " not speaking the truth," 
which it often or usually means, but " having and holding 
the truth,"-'' truthing it;" for it is plainly opposed to such 
vacillation, error, and impositions as are sketched in the pre
ceding verse. Had the false teachers been referred to, speak
ing truth would have been the virtue enjoined on them ; but 
as their victims, real or possible, are addressed, holding the 
truth is naturally inculcated on them. We cannot say with 
Pelagius and others, that it is truth in general to which 
the apostle refers; but we agree with Theophylact, that the 
allusion is to ,[rev&;; Soryµara, though we cannot accede to his 
additional statement, that it specially regards and inculcates 
sincerity of l1fe. Nor can we adopt the translation of the 
Syriac -~~ ~k--~ -being "confirmed in love.'' The 
Gothic renders sunja taujandans-" doing truth," and the 
Vulgate-veritatem facientes. Many of the professed inter
pretations of the words are, therefore, inferential rather than 
exegetical. So far from being children tossed, wandering, 
and deluded with error, let us be possessing and professing 
the truth. 

Many expositors join Ev &rya7rv to the participle, and impute 
very various meanings to the phrase. Perhaps the majority 
understand it as signifying " striving after the truth in love" 
-a~d such is in general the view of Erasmus, Calvin, Kappe, 
Flatt, Ruckert, De W ette, and Alford. Some refer it to 
studiuin mutuce communi'cationis; others regard it as meaning 
a species of indulgence to the weaker and the erring brethren ; 
while others, such as Luther, Bucer, and Grotius, take the 
participle as pointing out the sincerity and truthful quality 
of this &rya7rtJ-si'nceTe aHos dili'gentes. Conybeare's version 
is very bald-" living in truth and love." But while it is 
evident that truth and love are radically connected, and that 
there can be no truth that lives not in love, and no love that 
has not its birth in truth, still we prefer, wjth Harless, Meyer, 
Passavant, Olshausen, and Baumgarten-Crusius, to join ev 
a,ya7r1J to the verb avg,ryuroµEv-for the words in the con
clusion of the following verse have plainly such a connection. 
Besides, in Pauline style, though Alford denies it, qualifying 
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clauses may precede the verb. See under i. 4. The chief 
element of spiritual growth is love-ilv a,rya7r'fl being repeated. 

Au~uruµev is. used not in an active, but in an intransitive 
sense, as CEcumenius, Theophylact, and Jerome understood it. 
The verb has reference at once to the condition of the v11rw£ 
-children immature and ungrown, and to the µfrpov 'i)M,c/a,; 
-the full stature of perfect manhood. Our growth should 
be ever advancing-spiritual dwal'fhood is a misshapen and 
shameful state. Besides, as believers grow, their spiritual 
power developes, and their spiritual senses are exercised, so 
that they are more able to repel the seductions of false and 
crafty teachers. 

Harless connects el<; avrov with l.1, /vy&7r'fl-(' in love to 
Him." But the position of the words forbids such a connec
tion; and though the hyperbaton were allowable, the idea 
brought out by such an exegesis is wholly out of harmony 
with the train of thought. Kuhner, § 865. The idea of Har
less is, that the spiritual growth here referred to, is growth 
toward the unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of 
God, and that this depends on love to Christ. Now, we 
'know that love to Christ rules and governs the believing 
spirit, and that it contributes to spiritual advancement; but in 
the passage before us such a connection would limit the opera
tion of this grace, for here, as in the following verse, it stands 
absolutely. 'Ev lvya'lr'[J describes the sphere of growth, and 
the meaning is, not that we are to grow in love, as if love 
were the virtue in which progress was to be made, but that 
in love we are to grow in reference to all things-all the 
elements essential to perfection; love being the means and the 
sphere of our advancement. The phrase el.c; avr6v does not 
mean " in Him," according to the erroneous rendering of 
Jerome, Pelagius, Grotius, and Riickert; nor yet "like Him," 
as is the paraphrase of Zanchius; but "to Him," to Him as 
the end or aim of this growth, as is held by Crocius, Estius, 
Holzhausen, Meyer, Olshausen, and De Wette; or" into Him," 
into closer union with Him, as the centre and support of life 
and growth. Buttmann, Neutest. Sprach., p. 287. 

It is almost superfluous to remark, that the syntax of 
Wahl, Holzhausen1 Koppe, and Schrader, in making Ttt 
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7ravra equivalent to ol 7r&11r1;~, cannot be received. The 
words mean "as to all "-Kara being the supplement, if one 
were needed; but such an accusative denoting " contents or 
compass " often follows verbs which cannot govern the accu
sative of object. Madvig, § 25. And the phrase is not simply 
waVTa, but ra wavra. we cannot acquiesce in the view of 
Harless, who restricts the words to tlie Jvorn~, of ·ver. 13. 
Stier, giving the article the same retrosp·ective reference, 
includes faith, knowledge, truth, and love. That ra wavra 
has often a special contextual reference, the passages adduced 
by Harless are sufficient proof. But it is often used in an 
absolute sense (Rom. xi. 36; 1 Cor. viii. 6); or if these, from 
their peculiarity of meaning, be not reckoned apposite refer
ences, we have in addition 1 Cor. xv. 28; Mark iv. 11 ; Acts 
xvii. 25; Rom. viii. 32. Besides, "the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God," is the end to which 
Christians are to come, and cannot therefore be well reckoned 
also among the elements of growth. Meyer's idea is, that ra 
waVTa denotes "all in which we grow,'' and he supposes the 
apostle to mean, that all things in which we grow should have 
reference to Christ. Luther, Beza, Riickert, and Matthies, 
render per omnia, or prorsus. 11.'he article gives 7ravra an 
emphatic sense-" the whole;" and as the reference of the 
apostle is to a growing body, ra 7ravra may signify all that 
properly belongs to it; or, as Olshausen phrases it, "we are 
to grow in all those things in which the Christian must 
advance." The apostle first lays down the primary and per..: 
manent means of growth, holding the truth-aA'f/0EvovT€,' ; 
then he describes the peculiar temperament in which this 
growth is secured and accelerated-ev arya7r[J ; then he speci
fies its aim and end-Els- avTov; and, lastly, he marks its 
amount and harmony-Ta wavTa. The body becomes mon
strous by the undue development of any part or organ, and 
the portion that does not grow is both unsightly and weak, 
and not fitted to honour or serve the head. The apostle thus 
inculcates the duty of symmetrical growth, each grace ad
vancing in its own place, and in perfect unison with all 
around it. That character is nearest perfection in which the 
excessive prominence of no grace throws such a withering 
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shadow upon the rest, as to signalize or perpetuate their 
defect, but in which all is healthfully balanced in just and 
delicate adaptation. Into Him-

o<; €<TT£V iJ ICE<pa">-tJ, XptuTO<;-" who is the Head-Christ." 
D, E, F, G, K, L, prefix the article to XptuTo<;, but A, B, 
and C, with other authorities, read XptuTo<; without the 
article, perhaps rightly. The article in the New Testament is 
oftener omitted than inserted. When Alford warns against our 
former rendering-" the Christ" -he evidently puts a polemic 
meaning into the phrase-which is not necessarily in it. The 
meaning of 1mpa">.1J in such a connection has been already 
explained; i. 22. That Head is Christ-XptuTo<; being 
placed with solemn emphasis at the end of the verse-being in 
the nominative and in assimilation with the preceding relative. 
Stallbaum, Plato Apol., p. 41; Winer,§ 59, 7. The Head 
is Christ-one set apart, commissioned, and qualified as 
Redeemer, and who by His glorious and successful inter
position has won for Himself this illustrious pre-eminence. 

(Ver. 16.) We would not say with Chrysostom, that "the 
apostle exp1·esses himself here with great obscurity, from his 

· wish to utter all at once-Tp ,r&vm OJV)V Be">.i']uat ehre'iv;" 

but we may say that the language of this verse is as corn~ 
pacted as the body which it describes. 

Eg ov-" from whom," that is, from Christ as the Head. 
This phrase does not and cannot mean "to whom," as Koppe 
gives it, nor "by whom," as Morus, Holzhausen, and Flatt 
maintain. The preposition eK marks the source. " From 
whom" as its source of growth, "the body maketh increase." 
'The body without the head is but a lifeless trunk. It was 
el<; avTov in the previous verse, and now it is e~ ov. The 
growth is to Him and the growth is from Him-Himself its 
origin and Himself its end. The life that springs from Him 
as the source of its existence, is ever seeking and flowing 
back to Him as the source of its enjoyment. 'l'he anatomical 
.:figure is as follows-

7ru,v TO uwµ,a uvvapµo">.oryovµevov Kal uvvf3tf3at6µevov
H all the body being fitly framed together and put together." 
The verb connected with uwµa as its nominative is 7rotetrat. 

The first participle occurs at ii. 21, and is there explained. It 
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denotes-" being composed of parts fitted closely to each 
other." The second participle is used in a tropical sense in 
the New Testament (Acts ix. 22, xvi. 10; 1 Cor. ii. 16), but 
here it has its original signification-" brought and held 
together." The two participles express the idea that the 
body is of many parts, which have such mutual adaptation in 
position and function, that it is a firm and solid structure-

s,;;; 7r(1,a''TJ<; a<f»jr; T7J<; €7rtXOP'TJ'Y{ar;-" by means of every 
joint of the supply." This clause has originated no little 
difference of opinion. We take it as closely connected by Suf 
with the two preceding participles, and as expressing the 
instrumentality by which this symmetry and compactness are 
secured. Meyer, Stier, and Alford, following Bengel, and 
contrary to its position, join the phrase to the verb 7rou!iTai. 
The Greek fathers, followed by Meyer, render acfnj by afo·-
817cn~touch, sense of touch; tactum subministrationi·s is 
found in Augustine, De Oiv. Dei, xxii. 18, and similarly 
Wycliffe-" bi eche joynture of undir seruynge." But, with 
the majority of expositors, we take the word as explained 
by the parallel passage in Col. ii. 19, and as the Vulgate 
renders it-junctura. 'E7rixoprnla denotes aid or assistance, 
and is taken by Flatt, RUckert, Harless, and Olshausen, as 
the genitive of apposition, and as referring to the Holy Spirit. 
The Greek fathers, and Meyer, render-" through our feeling 
of divine assistance." Chrysostom says-" that spirit which 
is supplied to the mem hers from the head, touches, or com
municates itself to each single member, and thus actuates it." 
Their idea is, through the joint or bond of union, which is the 
supply or aid of the Holy Spirit. We prefer taking €mxo
(Y'l'Ylar; as the genitive of use-compacted together by every 
joint which serves for supply. John v. 29; Heb. ix. 21; 
Winer, § 30, 2 b. 'Emxop'T/"/[a is thus the assistance which 
the joints give in compacting and organizing the body. So 
in Col. ii. 19-out TWV acf>wv "al uvvola-µwv emxoprryovµ,evov. 
Such is also the general view of Grotius, Zanchius, Calvin, 
Matthies, Baumgarten-Crusius, and Ellicott. We understand 
it thus-From whom all the body, mutually adapted in all its 
parts, and closely compacted by means of every joint whose 
fonQtion it is to afford such aid- · 
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KaT· evep,Y€tav iv µ,erpp EV6<; fK{1,<TTOV µ-lpov<;-" according 
to energy in the measure of each individual part." The MSS. 
A and C, with others of less note, along with the V ulgate, 
Coptic, and Syriac versions, and Chrysostom, Jerome, and 
Pelagius, read µ6.'A.ov,;1 which fits the passage so well as an 
explanation of µepov<;, that we can easily conceive how it was 
introduced. Ruckert and Bretschneider take KaT' Jvep,y€tav 

as an adverbial phrase, but without any real ground. The 
noun has been explained under i. 19, iii. 7. It signifies 
" inworking "-effectual influence or operation, and is a 
modal explanation attached to the following verb. No article 
is between it and the following noun indicating unity of con
ception. 'Ev µfrpp-" in the measure of every one part," a 
plain reference to ver. 7. Bernhardy, p. 211. The connection 
has been variously supposed :-1. Harless takes the phrase in 
connection with the participle a-vv/3t/3a(oµ€vov. Such a con
nection is, we think, fallacious, for the compactness and the 
union of the body depend on the functional assistance of the 
joints, not merely on the energy which pervades each part of 
_the body, and which to each part is apportioned. But the 
growth depends on this Jvep1eia, or distributed vital power, 
and so we prefer to connect the clause with the following 
verb-" maketh increase." And it puzzles us to discover any 
reason why Harless should understand by the "parts " of the 
body, the pastors and teachers mentioned in ver. 11. Such 
an idea wholly roars the unity of the figure. 2. Others, 
among whom are Stier, Flatt, and Matthies, join the phrase 
to Jmxop1n{a,;, as if the assistance given by the joints were 
according to this energy. 'l'o this we have similar objection, 
and we would naturally have expected the repetition of the 
article, though it is not indispensable. "Energy," "measure," 
"part," belong rather to the idea of growth than to stability. 
This energy is supposed by some, such as Theophylact, Gro
tius, and Beza, to be that of Christ, and Zanchius takes along 
with this the reflex operation of grace among the members of 
the church. The whole body-

T~v aufryaw Tou a-rfJµaro<; wot€tTat-" carries on the increase 
of the body." Col. ii. 19. Though uwµa was the nominative, 
a-wµaTor; is repeated in the genitive-the body maketh increase 
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of the body, even of itself. Luke iii. 19; John ix. 5; WiI)-er, 
§ 22, 2; Bornemann, Scholia in Luc. xxx. p. 5. The sentence 
being so long, the noun is repeated, especially as eavTov occurs 
in the subsequent clause. The use of the middle voice 
indicates either that the growth is of internal origin, and is 
especially its own-it makes growth " for itself," or a special 
intensity of idea is intended. See under iii. 18; Kruger, 
§ 52, 8, 4. The middle voice in this verb often seems to 
have little more than the active signification (Passow, sub 
voce), .but the proper sense of the middle is here to be acknow
ledged, signifying either that the growth is produced from vital 
power within the body, or denoting the spiritual energy with 
which the process is carried on. Winer,§ 38, 5, note. 'l'he 
body, so organized and compacted, developes the body's growth 
according to the vital energy which is measured out to each 
one of its parts. The purpose of this growth is now stated-

elr; olJCOOOJJ,i)II €a1JTOV €1/ wya1ro-" for the building up of 
itself in love." The phrase ev wy&7r'{I, however, plainly 
connects this verse with the preceding one. Xeyer errs in 
connecting e11 iuy&7r'{I with the verb or the whole clause. The 
words are the solemn close, and the verb has been twice 
conditioned already. Love is regarded still as the element in 
which growth is made. And it is not to be taken here in any 
restricted aspect, for it is the C11ristian grace viewed in its 
widest relations-the fulfilment of the law. Such we conceive 
to be the general meaning of the verse. 

The figure is a striking one. The body derives its vitality 
and power of development from the head. See under i. 22, 
23. The church has a living connection with its living Head, 
and were such a union dissolved, spiritual death would be the 
immediate result. The body is fitly framed together and 
compacted by the functional assistance of the joints. Its 
various members are not in mere juxtapositi<!n, like the 
several pieces of a marble statue. No portion is superfluous ; 
each is in its fittest place, and the position and relations of 
none could be altered without positive injury. "Fearfully 
and wonderfully made," it has its hard framework of bone so 
formed as to protect its vital organs in the thorax and skull, 
and yet so united by "curiously wrought " joints, as to 
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possess freedom of motion both in its vertebral column and 
limbs. But it is no ghastly and repulsive skeleton, for it is 
clothed with flesh and fibre, which are fed from ubiquitous 
vessels, and interpenetrated with nerves-the spirit's own 
sensational agents and messengers. It is a mechanism in 
which all is so finely adjusted, that every part helps and is 
helped, strengthens and is strengthened, the invisible action of 
the pores being as indispensable as the mass of the brain and 
the pulsations of the heart. When the commissioned nerve 
moves the muscle, the hand and foot need the vision to guide 
them, and the eye, therefore, occupies the elevated position of 
a sentinel. How this figure is applicable to the church may 
be seen under a different image at ii. 21. The church enjoys 
a similar compacted organization-all about her, in doctrine, 
discipline, ordinance, and enterprise, possessing mutual adap
tation, and showing harmony of structure and power of 
increase. 

" The body maketh increase of the body" according to the 
energy which is distributed to every part in its own pro
portion. Corporeal growth is not effected by additions from 
without. The body itself elaborates the materials of its own 
development. Its stomach digests the food, and the numerous 
absorbents extract and assimilate its nourishment. It grows, 
each part according to its nature and uses. The head does 
not swell into the dimensions of the trunk, nor does the 
"little finger" become "thicker than the loins." Each has 
the size that adapts it to its uses, and brings it into symmetry 
with the entire living organism. And every part grows. The 
sculptor works upan a portion only of the block at a time, 
and, with laborious effort, brings out in slow succession the 
likeness of a feature or a limb, till the statue assumes its 
intended aspect and attitude. But the plastic energy of nature 
presents no such graduated forms of operation, and needs no 
supplement of previous defects. Even in the embryo the 
organization is perfect, though it is in miniature, and har
monious growth only is required. For the "energy " is in 
every part at once, but in every part in due apportionment. 
So the church universal has in it a divine energy, and that in 
all its parts, by which its spiritual development is secured. In 



334 EPHESIANS IV. 17. 

pasto'l'f! and people, in missionaries and catechists, in instructors 
of youth and in the youth themselves, this divine principle 
has diffused itself, and produces everywhere proportionate 
advancement. And no ordinance or member is superfluous. 
Blessing is invoked on the word preached, and the eucharist 
is the complement of baptism. Praise is the result of prayer, 
and the "keys " are made alike to open and to shut. Of old 
the princes and heroes went to the field, and " wise-hearted 
women did spin." While Joshua fought, Moses prayed. The 
snuffers and trays were as necessary as the magnificent lamp
stand. The rustic style of Amos the herdsman has its place 
in Scripture, as well as the polished paragraphs of the royal 
preacher. The widow's mite was commended by Him who 
sat over against the treasury. Solomon built a temple. Joseph 
provided a tomb. Mary the mother gave birth to the child, 
and the other Marys wrapt the corpse in spices. Lydia 
entertained the apostle, and Phoobe carried an epistle. A 
basket was as necessary for Paul's safety at one time as his 
burgess ticket and a troop of cavalry at another. And the 
result is, that the church is built up, for love is the element of 
spiritual progress. That love fills the renewed nature, and 
possesses peculiar facilities of action in "edifying" the mys
tical body of Christ. And, lastly, the figure is intimately 
connected with the leading idea of the preceding paragraph, 
and presents a final argument on behalf of the unity of the 
church. The apostle speaks of but one body-m1v ro uwµ,a. 
Whatever parts it may have, whatever their form, uses, and 
position, whatever the amount of energy resident in them, 
still, froni their connection with the one living Head, and from 
their own compacted union and mutual adjustment, they corn~ 
pose but one growing structure" in love:"-

" I'm apt to think, the man 
That could surround the sum of things, and spy 
The heart of God and secrets of His empire, 
Would speak but love. With him the bright result 
Would change the hue of intermediate scenes, 
And make one thing of all theology." 

(Ver. 17.) Tauro ovv ).,e_ryoo-" This, then, I say." The 
apostle now recurs to the inculcation of many special and 
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important duties, or as Theodoret wr:iteS-'7rt.t\w ave"JvJ/3e; and 
he begins with the statement of some general principles. The 
singular TovTo gives a species of unity and emphasis to the 
following admonitions, for it here refers to succeeding state-· 
ments, as in 1 Cor. vii. 29 ; 1 Thess. iv. 15. Other examples 
may be seen in Winer, § 23, 4. Ovv is not merely resumptive 
of the ethical tuition begun in ver. 1, (Donaldson,§ 548), but it 
has reference also to the previous paragraph from ver. 4 to 167 

which, thrown out as a digression from ver. 3, runs at length 
into an argument for the exhortations which follow. Grant
ing, as Ellicott contends, that grammatically ovv is only 
resumptive, it may be admitted that such a resumption is 
modified by the sentiment of the intervening verses. The 
apostle in resuming cannot forget the statements just made 
by him-the destined perfection of the church, its present 
advancement, with truth for its nutriment and love for its 
sphere, and its close and living connection with its glorified 
Head. How emphatic is his warning to forsake the sins and 
sensualities of surrounding heathendom ! Rom. xii. 3-

'A,eryro Kat µapTvpoµat Jv Kvpfrp-" I say and testify in the 
Lord." Rom. ix. 1 ; 1 Thess. iv. 1 ; 1 Tim. v. 21 ; 2 Tim. 
ii. 14, iv. 1. The apostle does not mean to call the Lord to 
witness, as if ev Kvp{rp could mean "by the Lord," as Theodoret 
and some of his imitators render it; but he solemnly charges 
"in the Lord "-the Lord being the element in which the 
charge is delivered-

µ71K€Tt vµa'> 7rept7raTetv Ka0@<; Ka£ Ta 'A,om·tl Wv71 7r€pt,rarei 
-" that ye walk no longer as also the other Gentiles walk." 
1 Peter iv. 3. It is to the Gentile portion of the church that 
the apostle addresses himself. The adverb µ'Y}K€7t "no longer," 
is here used with the infinitive, though often with 7va and the 
subjunctive. The infinitive which grammatically is t}:te object 
of 'A,~w, expresses not so much what is, as what ought to be. 
Bernhardy, p. 371; Phryn. ed. Lobeck, p. 371; Winer,§ 45, 2; 
Donaldson, § 584. They once walked as Gentiles, but they 
were to walk so no longer. The verb Trepi,raTeZv, in its refer
ence to habits of life, has been explained under ii. 2. The 
Kat after Ka0w; means "also." Hartung, i. p. 126. In some 
such cases Ka[ occurs twice, as in Rom. i. 13, on which see 
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the remarks of Fritzsche in his Comment. A, B, D1, F, G, 
the Coptic, the Vulgate,' and most of the Latin fathers omit 
Xoi7ra, But the great majority of MSS. retain it, such as D2

, 

D3, E, K, L, and the Greek fathers, with the old Syriac version. 
We therefore prefer, with Tischendorf, to keep it, and we can 
easily imagine a finical reason for its being left out by early 
copyists, as the Ephesian Christians seem by Xoma to be reck
oned among Gentiles yet. But being Gentiles by extraction, 
they are exhorted not to walk as the rest of the Gentiles
such as still remain unconverted or are in the state in which 
they always have been. Just as a modern missionary might 
say to his congregation in Southern Africa, Walk not as the 
other Ka:ffirs around you. The other Gentiles walked-

Jv µaratOT'l}T£ TOV VOO<; avrwv-" in the vanity of their 
mind." The sphere in which they w11lk is described by Jv. 
Rom. i. 21. Nov,;; is not intell~ct simply, but in the case of 
believers it signifies that portion of the spiritual nature whose 
function is to comprehend and relish divine truth. Usteri, 
Lelirb. p. 35. It is the region of thought, will, and suscepti
bility-the mind with its emotional capabilities. Beck, Seelenl. 
p. 49 &c. ; Delitzsch, Psych., p. 244. In the Hebrew psycho
logy the intellect and heart were felt to act and react on one 
another, so that we have such phrases as "an understanding 
heart," 1 Kings, iii. 9; "hid their heart from understanding," 
Job, xvii. 4; "the desires of the mind," Eph. ii. 3, &c. 
That mind was characterized by "vanity." Its ideas and 
impulses were perverse and fruitless. We do not, with some 
exegets, restrict this vanity to the Hebrew sense of idolatry
;1v-or as Theodoret thus defines it-nt µ~ lJvm 0Eo7rotovVTa. 
The meaning seems to be, that all the efforts and operations 
of their spiritual nature ended in dreams and disappointment. 
Speculation on the great First Cause, issued in atheism, 
polytheism, and pantheism; and discussions on the supreme 
good failed to elicit either correct views of man's intellectual 
nature in its structure, or to train his moral nature to a right 
perception of its capabilities, obligations, and destiny; while 
the future was either denied in a hopeless grave without a 
resurrection, or was pictured out as the dreary circuit of an 
eternal series of transmigrations, or had its locality in a 
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shadowy elysium, which, though a scene of classical retire
ment, was "earthly, sensual, devilish"-the passions unsub
dued, and the heart unsanctified. The ethical and ~eligious 
element of their life was unsatisfactory and cheerless, alike in 
worship and in practice, the same as to present happiness as 
to future prospect, for they knew not_" man's chief end." 

(Ver. 18.) 'EuK,OTlCJ"f.1,€JJOt TO o,avotq,, lfvTe<; a'TT''YJA).07pu,1µ,evot 
TT/<; truf}<; TOV 0eov--" Darkened in their understanding, and 
being alienated from the life of God." Critics have differed 
as to which of the two leading perfect participles the participle 
lJvTe<; should be joined. Many attach it to the first-of them, 
such as Clement ~Protrept. ix. p. 69), Theodoret, Bengel, 
Harless, Meyer, Stier, De W ette, and the-editors Knapp, 
Lachmann, and Tischendorf. In the New Testament, when 
any part of the verb elµ,t is joined to a participle, it usually 
precedes that participle. Besides, in the twin epistle (Col. i. 
21) the very expression occu{·s, the second participle being 
regarded as a species of adjective. Nor by such a connection 
is the force of the sentence broken, as Alford contends. For 
the first participle, JuKo;ia-µEvoi, assigns a reason for the pre
vious clause-"darkened, inasmuch as they are darkened;" 
and the second, a7T7JAAoTptwµ,Evot, parallel to the first, adjoins 
another reason and yet more ernphatically-<>vTe<;-being alien
ated and remaining so. ·winer, § 45, 5. The gender is changed 
to the masculine, agreeing in meaning but not in form with 
'Ttt AOt'TT'a Wv'Y/, and the entire sense is often said to be a 
species of parallelism, which might be thus arranged-

Having been darkened in their understanding, 
By the ignorance that is in them, 
l<'orasmuch as they have been alienated from the life of God, 
By the hardness of their heart. 

Bengel and Olshausen arrange the verse thus, and Jebb 
calls it an "alternate quatrain." Sacred Literature, p. 192, ed. 
London, 1831. Forbes, Symmetrical Structure of Scripture, 
p. 21. But such an artificial construction, though it may 
happen in Hebrew poetry, can scarcely be expected to be 
found in a letter. Nor does it, as Meyer well argues, yield 
a good sense. According to such a construction, " the igno
rance that is in them " must be regarded as the cause or 

.z 
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instrument of their being darkened in their understanding. 
But this reverses the process described by the apostle, for 
ignorance is the effect, and not the cause, of the obscuration. 
Shadow results from darkening or the interception of light. 
De W ette tries to escape the difficulty by saying that /i,r-1110,a 
is rather theoretic ignorance, while the :first clause has closer 
reference to what is practical; but it is impossible to establish 
such a distinction on sufficient authority. We therefore take 
the clauses as the apostle has placed them. li,avo{q,, explained 
under ii. 3, and i.18, is the dative expressive of sphere. Winer, 
§ 31, 3. The word here, both from the figurative term joined 
with it, and from the language of the following clause, seems 
to refer more to man's intellectual nature, and is so far dis
tinguished from vov~ before it and ,capola coming after it. 
See Rom. i. 21, and xi. 10. Other instances of similar usage 
among the classics may be seen in the lexicons. Deep shadow 
lay upon the Gentile mind, unrelieved save by some fitful 
gleams which genius occasionally threw across it, and which 
were succeeded only by profounder darkness. A child in the 
lowest form of a Sunday school, will answer questions with 
which the greatest minds of the old heathen world grappled 
m vam. 

And that darkness of mind was associated with spiritual 
apostasy. The participle a'Tr'TJXXorpui>µ,f.vo, has been explained 
in our remarks on ii. 12, and there it occurs also in a descrip
tion of Gentile condition. Zro~ rov E>€ov is not a life according 
to God-17 ,card 6€611 tro~, or a virtuous life, as Theodoret, 
Theophylact, and others, describe it; nor is it merely" a life 
w~ich God approves," as is held by Koppe, Wahl, Morns, 
~holz, Whitby, and Chandler. The term does not refer to 
course or tenor of conduct-fUo~-but to the element or prin
ciple of divine life- within us. Vomel, Bynon. J,"0jrterb, p. 168. 
Nor has the opinion of Erasmus any warrant, that the genitive 
is in apposition-vera vita, qui est Deus. The genitive 0€ou is 
genitivus auctoris-that of origin, as is rightly held by Meyer, 
De vVette, Harless, Rtickert, and Olshausen. It is that life 
from God which existed in unfallen man, and re-exists in all 
believers who are in fellowship with God-the life which 
results from the operation and indwelling of the Holy Ghost. 
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Compare ii. 1-5; Trench, Syn. § xxviii. Harless will not 
admit any allusion to regeneration in this life, but refers us to 
the Logos in whom is "the life of men." Granted; but that . 
light only penetrates, and that life only pulsates, through the 
applying energies of the Holy Ghost. The Gentile world 
having severed itself from this life was spiritually dead, and 
therefore a sepulchral pall was thrown over its intellect. 
There could be no light in their mind, because there was no 
life in their hearts, for the life in the Logos is the light of 
men. The heart reacts on the intellect. And the apostle now 
gives the reason-

o,a T~V ihyvouw T~V ofluav Jv aho'ir;, Otli, T~V 7rwprouiv rijr; 
,capolar; ailTwv-" through the ignorance which is in them, 
through the hardness of their hearts." These. clauses assign 
the reason for their alienation from the divine life-first, 
ignorance of God, His character, and dispensations; this 
ignorance being "in them "-rt;v ovuav (lJvur; being already 
employed)-as a deep-seated element of their moral condition. 
In reference to immortality, for example, how sad their igno
rance. Thus Moschus sighs-

" One rest we keep, 
One long, eternal, unawakened sleep." 

Nox est perpetua... una, dormienda, sobs Catullus. 'l'he second 
clause commencing with oi4, assigns a co-ordinate and expla
natory second reason for t~eir alienation from the life of 
God-the hardness of their hearts. Il<.i>prouir;-obtuseness or 
callousness, not blindness, as if from 7rwp6,; (Fritzsche ad 
Rom. xi. 7), is a very significant term--:--their 7rwpwui,; havuig,. 
as Theodoret says, no feeling-out TO 7raV7',AW<; V€V€Kpwu()a, •. 

The unsusce_P.tibiiity of an indurated heart was the ultimate 
cause of thefi- lifeless and ignorant state. The disease began 
in the callous heart. It hardened itself against impression 
and warning, left the mind uninformed and indifferent, alien
ated itself from the life of God, and was at last shrouded 
in the shadow of death. Surely the_ Ephesians were not 
to w.alk as the other Gentiles placed in this hapless and 
degraded state. This view of the Gentile world differs from 
that given in chap. ii. This has more reference to inner 
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condition, while that in the preceding chapter characterizes 
principally the want of external privilege with its sad 1·esults. 

(Ver. 19.) O?nv€<;- al1r'T})l.ry71K0Te<;-, EavToV<;- 7raptf,wKav Tfj 
aa-e)l,rye{q;-"Who as being past feeling have given themselves 
over to uncleanness." For a'Tr'TJA,"17JKOTes, the Codices D, E 1 

read CL'Tr7}A,'7T'£KOT€<;, and F, G, a<p'T)A,'7T'tKOT€c;; the Vulgate with 
its desperantes, and the Syriac with its .,__arn ~ ~e?•, 
follow such a reading. But the preponderance of evidence is 
on the side of the Textus Receptus, which is also vindicated 
by Jerome, who, following out the etymology of the word, 
defines it in the following terms-hi" sunt, qui postquam pecca
verint, non dolent. The heathen sinners are described as being 
a class-o?nvec;-beyond shame, or the sensation of regret. 
Kuhner, § 781, 4, 5. The apathy which characterized them 
only induced a deeper recklessness, for they abandoned them
selves to lasciviousness; EavTovc; being placed, as Meyer says, 
mit abschreckendem · Nachdruck-with terrific emphasis. Sub
jection to this species of vice is represented as a divine pun
ishment in the first chapter of the epistle to the Romans 
-"God gave them up to it." But here their own conscious 
self-abandonment is brought out-they gave themselves up to 
lasciviousness. Self-abandonment tq deeper sin is the divine 
judicial penalty of sin. 'ArrE)l,ry€la is insolence (Joseph. Antiq. 
iv. 612, xviii. 13, 1 ; Plutarch, Alci'biades, viii.), and then 
lust, open and unrestrained. Trench, Syn. § xvi. Lobeck ad 
Phryn., p. 184. This form of vice was predominant in the 
old heathen world, and was indulged in without scruple or 
reserve. Rom. i. 241 xiii. 13 ; 2 Cor. xii. 21 ; Gal. v. 19. The 
apostle introduces it here as a special instance of that degraded 
spiritual state which he had just described in the former verse. 

et_. epryarrlav aKa0aprr{a<;- mirr71<;--" to the working of all 
uncleanness." El_. denotes purpose, "in order to "-mia-71 _. 

being placed afte; the noun, and not, as more usually, before 
it. 'Epryarrfa is not a trade, as in Acts xix. 25, nor the gain of 
traffic, but as in Septuagint, Exodus xxvi. 1 ; 1 Chron. vi. 49. 
'A,ca0apa-fa in Matt. xxiii. 27, signifies the loathsome impurity 
of a sepulchre; but otherwise in the New 'l'estament, and the 
instances aTe numerous, it usually denotes the special sin of 
lewdness or unchastity. The vice generally is named lascivi-
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ousness; but there were many shapes of it, and they wrought 
it in all its forms. Even its most brutal modes were famous 
among them, as the apostle has elsewhere indicated. The 
refinements of art too often ministered to such grovelling pur
suits. The naked statues of the goddesses were not exempted 
from rape (Lucian, .Amores, 15, p. 272, vol. v. ed. Bipont.), and 
many pictures of their divinities were but the excitements of 
sensRal gratifications. The most honoured symbols· in their 
processions and worship were the obscenest, and thus it was 
in India, Asia Minor, Greece, Egypt, and Etruria. There 
was a brisk female trade in potions to induce sterility or 
barrenness. In fact, one dares not describe the forms, and 
·scenes, and temptations of impurity, or even translate what 
classical poets and historians have revealed without a blush. 
The relics preserved from Herculaneum and Pompeii tell a 
similar tale, and are so gross that they cannot meet the public 
eye. The reader will see some awful revelations in Tholuck's 
Tract on Heatlieni·sm, published in Neander's Denkwilrdig
keiten, and translated in the 2nd vol. of the .American Bib. 
Repository. VVho can forget the sixth satire of Juvenal? 

'Ev wA,€ov€gtq,-'' in greediness "-the spirit in which they 
gave themselves up to wantonness. The explanation of this 
word is attended with difficulty :-1. Many refer the term to 
the greed of gain derived from prostitution, and both sexes 
were guilty of this abomination. Such is the view of Grotius, 
Bengel, Koppe, Chandler, Stolz, Flatt, Meier, and Baehr. 
2. The Greek commentators educe the sense of dµ,eTpla-insa
tiableness; and also Jerome, Erasmus, Calvin, Estius, Roell, 
Crocius, Harless, Stier, Baumgarten-Crusius, Bisping,. and 
Trench, Syn., xxiv. Suicer, in his Thesaurus, says, " that 
such a . meaning was no uncommon one among the Greek 
fathers," but they seem to have got it from the earlier inter
pretations of this very verse. The meaning assigned it by 
the Greek fathers cannot be sustained by the scriptural usage 
to which appeal is made, as 1 Cor. v. 10 ; Eph. v. 3-;-as in 
the first instance it is disjoined by r, from 7ropvo,;, but joined 
by Kat to the following apwa~iv according to preponderant 
authority. In this epistle, v. 2, wopveia and dKa0apa-ta 
are joined by Kat, but dissociated from 7rA.€ovegta by ~-and 
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m v. 5, .,,.xeoveK,TTJ~ is termed an idolater. See under Col. 
iii, 5. See Ellicott. 3. Olshausen takes it as meaning 
"physical avidity, pampering one's self with meat and drink, 
or that luxury and high feeding by which lust is provoked.' 1 

This last meaning suits well, and embodies a terrible and 
disgusting truth, but it takes TrAeoveE{a in a sense which can
not be borne out. Beza and Aretius render it certatim, as if 
the heathen outvied one another in impurity. 4. We prefer 
the common meaning of the noun-" greediness." This 
spirit of covetous extortion was an accompaniment of their 
sensual indulgences. Self was the prevailing power-the 
gathering in of all possible objects and enjoyments on one's 
self was the absorbing occupation. This accompaniment of 
sensualism sprang from the same root with itself, and was but 
another form of its development. The heathen world mani
fested the intensest spirit of acquisition. It showed itself in 
its unbounded licentiousness, and in its irrepressible thirst of 
gold. There might be reckless and profligate expenditure on 
wantonness and debauchery, but it was combined with insa
tiable cupidity. Its sensuality was equalled by its sordid greed 
--'lf"Xeov, more; that point gained, wXeov-more still. Self 
in everything, God in nothing. 

(Ver. 20.) 'Tµe'i<; Si ovx ov-rru~ Eµa0e-re 76V Xpurr6v-" But 
ye did not thus learn Christ.'' Ae is adversative, and vµ,e'ir; 
is placed emphatically. Xptu-r6~ is not simply the doctrine 
or religion of Christ, as is the view of Crellius and Schlich
ting, nor is it merely &pen7-virtue, as Origen conceives it 
{ Catena, ed. Cramer, Oxford, 1842), but Christ Himself. Col. 
ii. 6. See also Phil. iii.10. Harless even, Ruckert, Meier, 
and Matthies, take the verb µ,av0av<t> in the sense of "to 
learn to know"-" ye have not thus learned to know Christ." 
But this would elevate a mere result or reference to be part 
of the translation. The knowledge of Christ is the effect of 
learning Christ; but it is of the process, not of its effect, that 
the apostle here speaks. Christ was preached, and Christ was 
learned by the audience-ov-rro~. The manner of their learning 
is indicated-" Ye have not learned Christ so as to walk any 
more like the rest of the Gentiles." Your lessons have not 
been of such a character-they have been given in a very 
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different form, and accompanied with a very different result. 
Once dark, dead, dissolute, and apathetic, they had learned 
Christ as the light and the life-as the purifier and perfecter 
of His pupils. The following division of this clause is a vain 
attempt-vµei\· oJ ollx Ot/T©~ [ea-re]-" but ye are not 80; ,,_ 

ye have learned Christ. Yet such an exegesis has the great 
names of Beza and Gataker in its support . ..Adversari'a Sacra, 
p. 158. 

(Ver. 21.) Etrye avr6v ~Kouuare-" If indeed Him ye have 
heard;" not in living person, but embodied and presented in 
the apostolical preaching. 1 Cor. i. 23. The particle drye does 
not directly assert, but rather takes for granted that what is 
assumed is true. See under iii. 2. 

,ea{ ev aurq, €Otoax8'1]TI:-" and in Him were taught." 'Ev 
avrq, signifies, as in other previous portions of the epistle
" in Him,'' that is, "in union with Him;" i. 7, &c. It does 
not mean "by Him," as is the rendering of the English ver
sion, and of Castalio, who translates-ab eo, and of Beza, one 
of whose versions is-per eum. Still less can the words bear 
the translation-about Him. It denotes, as is proved by 
Harless, Olshausen, and Matthies, preceded by Bucer-" in 
Him." Winer, § 48, a. It is the spiritual sphere or condition 
in which they were taught. They had not received a men~ 
theoretic tuition. The hearing is so far only- external, but 
being "in Him," they were effectually taught. One with 
Him in spirit, they were fitted to become one with Him in 
mind. The interpretation of Olshausen gives the words a 
doctrinal emphasis and esoterism of meaning which they 
cannot by any means bear. The hearing Christ and in Him 
being taught, are equivalent to learning Christ, in the pre
vious verse-are rather the two stages of instruction. 

The connection of this clause with the next clause, and 
with the following verse, has originated a great variety of 
criticisms, The most probable interpretation is that of Beza, 
Koppe, Flatt, Harless, Olshausen, De Wette, and Winer, and 
may be thus expressed : " If indeed ye heard Him, and in 
Him were taught, as there is truth in Jesus-taught that ye 
put off the_ old man." This appears to be the simplest and 
most natural construction. The apostle had been describing 
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the gloom, death, and impurity of surrounding heathenism. 
His counsel is, that the Ephesian converts were not to walk 
in such a sphere; and his argument is, they had been better 
tutored, for they learned Christ, had heard Him, and in Hi.m 
had been taught that they should cast off the old man, the 
governing principle in the period of their irregeneracy, when 
they did walk as the other Gentiles walked. Meyer and Baum
garten-Crusius, preceded by Anselm, Vatablus, and Bullinger, 
however, connect a7ro0fo-0at in the following verse with aAilJ0Eta 
-it is "the truth in Jesus, that ye put off the old man;" 
thus making it the subject of the sentence, The instances 
adduced by Raphelius of such a construction in Herodotus are 
scarcely to the point, and presupposethat aX~0eia has the same 
signification as the term v6µ,or;; employed by the historian. 
Meyer lays stress on the ,vµ&s, but it is added to mark the 
antithesis between their present and former state. It is cer
tainly more natural to connect it with the preceding verb, 
but we cannot accede to the view of Bengel, a-Lapide, Stier, 
and Zachariae, who join it with µaprvpoµai in ver. 17, for in 
that case there would be a long and awkward species of paren
thesis. "Taught"-

,ca0w,;; €<TTW all.~0€ta lv T<p 'l'1]UOU-" as there is truth in 
Jesus." We cannot but regard the opinion of De Wette, 
Harless, and Olshausen as defective, in so far as it restricts 
the meaning of &ll.n0Ha too much to moral truth or holiness. 
"What in Jesus," says Olshausen, "is truth and not sem
blance, is to become truth also in believers." The idea of 
Harless is," As there is truth in Jesus, so on your part put off 
the old man;" implying a peculiar comparison between Jesus 
and the Ephesian believers addressed. This is not very 
different from the paraphrase of Jerome- Quomodo est veritas 
fn Jesu sic erz"t et in nobis qui didicistis Ohristum ; nor is the 
paraphrase of Estius greatly dissimilar. The notions of the 
Greek fathers are narrower still. <Ecumenirts makes it the 
same as ou,ato<TVll'1]• It means T6 opBwr; (3iovv, says Chry
sostom; and the same view, with some unessential variety, is 
expressed by Luther, Uamerarius, Raphelius, Wolf, Storr, 
Flatt, Ruckert, Meier, and Holzhausen. But the noun 
.al\.170€ta does not usually bear such a meaning in the New 
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Testament, nor does the context necessarily restrict it here. 
It is directly in contrast not only with dw<.iTTJ~ in the next 
verse, but with iv µaTatOT'f/Tt-Ju,conuµl:voi-a;yvoia in vers. 
17, 18. Nor can the word bear the meaning assigned to it by 
those who make awo0iu0ai depend upon it-their render
ing being, " If indeed ye heard Him, and in Him were 
taught, as it is truth in Jesus for you to put off the old man." 
The meaning held by Meyer is, that unless the old man is 
laid off, there is no true fellowship in Jesus. But this notion 
elevates an inference to the rank of a fully expressed idea. 
We take J'X1]0eia in its common meaning of spiritual truth, 
that truth which the mediatorial scheme embodies-truth in 
all its own fulness and circuit; that ttuth especially which 
lodged in the man J esus-d;\'1]0eia and ev T<p 'I,,,uov being one 
conception. The words ev T<p 'I 'f/<TOV express the relation 
of the truth to Christ, not in any sense the fellowship of 
believers with Him. 'l'he historical name of the Saviour 
is employed, as if to show that this truth had dwelt with 
humanity, and in Him whom, as Christ, the apostles preached, 
and whom these Ephesians had heard and learned. We find 
the apostle commencing his hideous portraiture of the heathen 
world by an assertion that they were the victims of mental 
vanity, that they had darkened intellects, and that there was 
ignorance in them. But those believers, who had been 
brought over from among them into the fold of Christ, were 
enlightened by the truth as well as guided by it, and must 
have felt the power and presence of that truth in the illumina
tion of their minds as well as in the renewal of their hearts 
and the direction of their lives. Why, then, should this 
same J,;\1]0eta be taken here in a limited and merely ethical 
sense? It wants the article, indeed, but still it may bear the 
meaning we have assigned it. The article is in F, G, but 
with no authority. 

The phrase, ,ca0w,; e.<TTtv J,;\1J0eia ev np 'l1Juov, points out 
the mode of tuition which they had enjoyed. The meaning 
of ,ca0w,; may be see,n under i. 4, and here it is a predicate of 
manner attached to the preceding verb. It stands in contrast 
to ovx oi>Tro~ in ver. 20-" ye have not so learned"-ye have 
not learned Him in such a way-ovx ot'.!Tro~-as to feel a license 
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to walk like the other Gentiles, but ye heard Him, and in Him 
were taught in this way-Ka0w,-as there is truth in Him. 
It tells the kind of teaching which they had enjoyed, and the 
next verse contains its substance. 'l'heir teaching was not 
according to falsehood, nor according to human invention, but 
according to truth, brought down to men, fitted to men, and 
communicated to men, by its being lodged in the man J esns. 
They were in Him-the Christ-and so came into living 
contact with that truth which was and is in Jesus. This 
appears on the whole to be a natural and harmonious inter
pretation, and greatly preferable to that of Calixtus, Vatablus, 
Piscator, Wolf, and others, who give Ka0w, the sense of" that" 
-quod j ye have been taught that there is truth in Jesus, or 
what the truth in Jesus really is. Such a version breaks up 
the continuity both of thought and syntax, and is not equal 
to that of Flatt and Riickert, who give the Ka0w, an argu
mentative sense-" And ye in Him have been taught, for 
there is truth in Him." Calvin, Rollock, Zanchius, Mac
knight, Rosenmtiller, and others, falsely suppose the apostle 
to refer in this verse to two kinds of religious knowledge
one vain and allied still to carnality, and the other genuine 
and sanctifying in its nature. Credner's opinion is yet wider 
of the mark, for he supposes that the apostle refers to the 
notion of an ideal Messiah, and shows its nullity by naming 
him Jesus. "Taught"-

(Ver. 22.) 'A1ro0fo-8a, vµa,-" That you put off." The 
infinitive denoting the substance of what they had been thus 
taught (Donaldson,§ ,584; Winer, 44, 3), is falsely rendered 
as a formal imperative by Luther, Zeger, and the Vulgate. 
Bernhardy, p. 358. Our previous version, "have put," is 
not as Alford says of it, "inconsistent with the context, 
as in ver. 25," for perfect change is not inconsistent with 
imperfect development. But as Madvig, to whom Ellicott 
refers, says, § 172, b.-the aorist infinitive in such a case 
"differs from the present only as denoting a single transient 
action." See on Phil. iii. 16. It is contrary alike to sense 
and syntax on the part of Storr and Flatt, to take vµa, 

· as governed by a7To0fo·0a,-" that you put off yourselves!" 
and it is a dilution of the meaning to supply ot!iv, with 
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Piscator. 'A7ro0fo·0at and~ ivova-ao-0at are figurative terms 
placed in vivid contrast. 'A7ro8ea-8ai is to put off, as one puts 
off clothes, Rom. xiii. 12-14; Col. iii. 8 ; James, i. 21. Wet
stein adduces examples of similar imagery from the classics, 
and the Hebrew has an analogous usage. The figure has its 
origin in daily life, and not, as some fanciful critics allege, in 
any special instances of change of raiment at baptism, the 
race-course, or the initiation of proselytes. Selden, de Jure 
Gentium, &c. lib. ii. 5; Vitringa, Observat. Sac. 139. "That 
you put off" -

\ ' , ' A.' ' ,._, "0 "ara T'f/V 7rporepav avarrrpo't''f/V rov '1f"al\,U,rnv av pro7roV-
" as regards your former conversation, the old man." It is 
contrary t_o the ordinary laws of language to translate these 
words as if the apostle had written-rov 7ra)\ai6v &v0pro7rov 

rov ,cara 7rporlpav civaa-rpoef>~v. Yet this has been done by 
Jerome and (Ecumenius, Grotius .and Estius, Koppe, Rosen
miiller, and Bloomfield. 'Avaa-rplcf,ro occurs under ii. 3. Gal. 
i. 13; 1 Tim. iv. 12; Suicer, sub voce. This former conver
sation is plainly their previous heathen or unconverted state. 
The apostle says, they were not now to live like the rest of 
heathendom, for they had been instructed to put off as regards 
their manner of life, "the old man "-TOV 7ra)\aiov uv0pro7rOV. 
Rom. vi. 6; Col. iii. 9. The meaning of a somewhat similar 
idiom-o la-ro uv0pro7roc;-may be seen under iii. 16. Rom. 
vii. 22. It is needless to seek the origin of this peculiar phrase 
in any recondite or metaphysical conceptions. It has its 
foundation in our own consciousness, and in our own attempts 
to describe or contrast its different states, and is similar to our 
current usage, as when we speak of our " former self " and 
our "present self," or when we Apeak of a man's being 
"beside himself" or coming "to himself." It does not sur
prise us to find similar language in the 'l'almud, such as
" the old Adam," &c. Schoettgen, Hor. Heb. 516; Tr. Jova
moth, 62. Pluaseology not unlike occlll·s also among the 
classics. Diogenes Laertius, 9, 66. The words are, therefore, 
a bold and vivid personification of the old nature we inherit 
from Adam, the source and seat of original and actual trans
gression. The exegesis of many of the older commentators does 
not come up to the full idea. This "self" or man is ".old/' 



348 EPHESIANS IV. 22. 

not simply old in sin, as Jerome and Photius imagine-Jv 
Taw aµaprlatr:; 7ra)..au,,0etr:;--but as existing pri01· to our con
verted state, and as Athanas.ius says-ToV a?ro Ti')r;; '1rTW<Y€W<"; 

Tou 'AMµ, "f€f'/EVP'f}µkvov-yet not simply original sin. This 
old man wjthin us is a usurper, and is to be expelled. As 
the Greek scholiast says, the old man is not 'f>vcnr:; in its 
essential meaning, but-T7Jr; aµaprtar:; Jvk(Ytfta, With all 
his instincts and principles, he is to be cast off, for he is de-
scribed as- , 

' A.0 ' ' ' ' 0 ' ~ ' ' "b. rov 't' eipoµevov Kara Tar:; fi7rt vµ,ia', T17r:; a1raT'f}r:;- emg 
corrupt according to the lusts of deceit." K1ha Tar:; im-
0vµ,/ar:; stands in contrast with Ka.Ta EIEov in ver. 24, and T'T}S' 

a1rchr;r:; with Tijr:; &.Xr;0e/ar:; of the same verse. The old man is 
growing corrupt, and this being his constant condition aml 
characteristic, the present tense is employed-the corruption 
is becoming more corrupt. And this corruption does not 
describe merely the unhappy state of the old man, for, as 
Olshausen remarks, this opinion of Harless is superficial. 
The old man is "corrupt," filled with that sin which contains 
fo it the elements of its own punishment, and he is unfitted 
by this condition for serving God, possessing the divine life, 
or enjoying happiness. That corruption is described in some 
of its features in verses 17 and 18. But the apostle adds more 
specifically-" according to the lusts of deceit." The prepo
sition ,cant does not seem to have a causal significance. 
Harless indeed ascribes to it a causal relation, but it seems to 
have simply its common meaning of "according to " or " in 
accordance with." Winer, § 49, a. 'E,,n0uµla is irregular and 
excessive desire. Olshausen is wrong in confining the term 
to sensual excesses, for he is obliged to modify the apostle's 
statement, and say, that "from such forms of sin individual 
Gentiles were free, and so were the mass of the Jewish 
nation." But Em0vµ[a is not necessarily sensual desire. 
Where it has such a meaning-as in Rom. i. 24 ; 1 Thess. 
iv. 5-the signification is determined by the context. 'The 
" lusts of the flesh " are not restricted to fleshly longings. 
Gal. v. 16, 24. The term is a general one, and signifies those 
strong and self-willed desires and appetites which distinguish 
unrencwed humanity. Rom. vi. 127 vii. 7 ; 1 Tim. vi. 9 ; 
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Tit. iii. 3. The genitive-'Tt]s- awaT17s--may be, as Meyer 
takes it, the genitive of subject, a:traT17 being personified. 
Though it is a noun of quality, it is not to be looked on as 
the mere genitive of quality. These lusts are all connected 
with that deceit which is characteristic of sin; a deceit which 
it has lodged in man's fallen nature-the offspring of that 
first and fatal lie which~ 

"Brought death into the world and all our woe." 

Heb. iii.13; 2 Cor. xi. 3. This "deceit" which tyrannizes over 
the old man, as the truth guides and governs the new man 
( ver. 24), is something deeper than the erroneous and seduc
tive teaching of heathen priests and philosophers. These 
" lusts of deceit " seduce and ensnare under false pretensions. 
'l'here is the lust of gain, sinking into avarice; of power swell
ing into ruthless and cruel tyranny; of pleasure falling into 
beastly sensualism. Nay, every strong passion that fills the 
spirit to the exclusion of God is a "lust." Alas! this deceit 
is not simply error. It has assumed many guises. It gives 
a refined name to grossness, calls sensualism gallantry, and 
it hails drunkenness as good cheer. It promises fame and 
renown to one class, wealth and power to another, and tempts 
a third onward by the prospect of brilliant discovery. But 
genuine satisfaction is never gained, for God is forgotten, and 
these desires and pursuits leave their victim in disappointment 
and chagrin. "Vanity of vanities," cried Solomon in vexation, 
after all his experiments on the summum bonum. " I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater," said another in the idea 
that he had "much good laid up for many years;" and yet, in 
the very night of his fond imaginings, "his soul was required of 
him." Belshazzar drank wine with his grandees, and perished 
in his revelry. The prodigal son, who for pleasure and inde
pendence had left his father's house, sank into penury and 
degradation, and he, a child of Abraham, fed swine to a 
heathen master. 

(Ver. 23.) 'Avaveovu8at 0~ 7<f> 7TVfuµan TOV voi'is- vµwv
" And be renewing in the spirit of your mind." This passive 
(not· middle) infinitive present still depends on eotoax611Te-0J 
being adversative, as the apostle passes from the negative to 
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the positive aspect. As Olshausen has observed, all attempts 
to distinguish between avavEovu0ai and avaKaivouu0at are 
needless for the interpretation of this verse. See Trench, Syn. 
:x:viii. ; Col. iii. 10; Tittmann, p. 60. The 'ava, in composi
tion, denotes "again" or" back "-restoration to some previous 
state-renovation. See on following verse. Such moral reno
vation had its special seat" in the spirit of their mind:" This 
very peculiar phrase has been in various ways misunderstood. 
CEcumenius, Theophylact, Hyperius, Bull, and Ellicott under
stand 7TVEvµa of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit renewing the mind 
by dwelling within it-out TOV 'lT'VEvµ,aror; TOV ev rrj, JJO~ ;,µrov 
KaroucovvTO<;. See Fritzsche ad Rom. vol. ii., p. 2. But, 1. 
The nnvµa belongs to ourselves-is a portion of us-language 
that can sca:rcely in such terms be applied to the Spirit of 
God. 2. Nor does Ellicott remove the objection by saying that 
'lT'VEvµ,a is not " the Holy Spirit exclusively, or per se, but as in 
a gracious union with the human spirit." This idea is in cer
tain aspects theologically correct, but is not conveyed by these 
wordS-'lT'VEVµ,a in such. a case cannot mean God's Spirit, for 
it is called 7"011 JJO()<; vµ,wv; it is only man's spirit though it 
be filled with God's. In Rom. viii. 6, the apostle makes a 
formal distinction. 3. There is no analogous expression. 
None of the genitives following 'lT'vEvµa are like this, but often 
denote possession or character, as Spirit of God-Spirit of 
holiness-Spirit of adoption. 4. Nor can we give it the 
meaning which Robinson has assigned it, of" disposition or 
temper." Quite like himself is the notion of Gfrorer, that 
7rvEuµ,a is but the rabbinical figment of a i'l's1f~, founded on a 
misinterpretation of Gen. ii. 7, and denoting a kind of divine 
" breathing " or gift conferred on man about his twentieth 
year. Urchrist. ii. p. 257. 5. Augustine, failing in his usual 
acuteness, identifies 'lTVevµ,a and vovr;-quia omnis mens spiritus 
est, non autem omnis spiritus mens est, spiritum mentis dicere 
voluit eum spiritnm, qure mens vocatur. De Trinitate, lib. xiv. 
cap. 16. Estius follows the Latin father. Grotius and 
Crellius hold a similar view, joined by Kappe and Kuttner, 
who idly make the unusual combination a mere periphrasis. 
6. IIvd)µ.a is not loosely, as Riickert and Baumgarten-Crusius 
take it, the better part of the mind, or vov, ; nor can we by 
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any means agree with Olshausen, who puts forth the following 
opinion with a peculiar consciousness of its originality and 
appropriateness-" that '!T'vevµa is the substance and vov~ the 
power of the substance." Such a notion is not supported by 
the biblical psychology. 'i. ITvevµa is the highest part of that 
inner nature, which, in its aspect of thought and emotion, is 
termed vov~. So the apostle speaks of "soul" and "spirit" 
-tvx1 often standing to uwµa, as '1T'1/EVµa to 1/0V~. It is not 
merely the inmost principle, or as Chrysostom phrases it, 
" the spirit which is in the mind," but it is the governing 
principle, as Theodoret explains it-7➔11 opµ➔v Tov 1100~ 'lT'vev

µ,anK~v etP'TfKe. This' generally is the idea of Roell, Harless, 
De Wette, Meier, and Turner. Meyer in his last edition 
retracts his opinion in the second, and says that the usual 
interpretation is correct, according to which-das '!T'vevµa das 
menschliche ist-that '1T'vevµ,a being-das Hohere Lebensprincip. 
Delitzsch, Bih. Psych. p. 144. The renewal takes place not 
simply in the mind, but in the spirit of it. The dative points 
out the special seat of renewal. Winer,§ 31, 6, a; Matt. xi. 29; 
Acts, vii. 51 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 20. The mind remains as before, 
both in its intellectual and emotional structure-in its memory 
and judgment, imagination and perception. These powers do 
not in themselves need renewal, and regeneration brings no 
new faculties.. The organism of the mind survives as it was, 
but the spirit, its highest part, the possession of which distin
guishes man from the inferior animals, and fits him for receiving 
the Spirit of God, is being renovated. The memory, for 
example, still exercises its former functions, but on a very 
different class of subjects ; the judgment still discharging its 
old office, is occupied among a new set of themes and ideas; 
and love, retaining all its ardour, attaches itself to objects quite 
in contrast with those of its earlier preference and pursuit. 
The change is not in mind psychologically, either in its 
essence or in its operation ; neither is it in mind, as if it were 
a superficial change of opinion, either on points of doctrine or 
of practice; but it is "in the spirit of the mind," in that 
which gives mind both its bent and its materials of thought. 
It is not simply in the spirit, as if it lay there in dim and 
mystic quietude; but it is " in the spirit of the mind," in the 



352 EPHESIANS IV. 24. 

power which, when changed itself, radically alters the entire 
sphere and business of the inner mechanism. 

(Ver. 24.) Kal Jvouaaa-0at 7'0V ,catvoTJ &v0ponrov-" And 
put on the new man." Col. iii. 10. The renewal, as Meyer 
remarks, was expressed in the present tense, as i~ the moment 
of its completion were realized in the putting on of the new 
man, expressed by the aorist. The verb also is middle, 
denoting a reflexive act. Trollope and Burton discover, we 
know not by what divination, a reference in this phraseology 
to baptism. The putting on of the new man presupposes the 
laying off of the old man, and is the result or accompaniment 
of this renewal ; nay, it is but another representation of it. 
This renewal in the spirit, and this on-.putting of the new 
man, may thus stand to each other as in our systems of theo
logy regeneration stands to sanctification. The "new man" 
is Kawa,;, not vlor;-recent. The apostle in Col. iii. 10, says 
70V vfov 7'0V avallalVOVf!,EVOV; here he joins avavEOtHYBat with 
70V Kat1.1ov av0p6nrov. In the other epistle the verbal term 
from Kawa, is preceded by vfo,; in the place before us the verbal 
term from vfo, is followed by «awor;. NEo<; generally is recent 
-otvov vEov, wine recently made, opposed to 7raA.atov made 
long ago-aa-,covr; !lawob,-fresh skins-opposed to 7ra">,,awb,, 

which had long been in use. Matt. ix. 17. So Katv~ oia01}K1J 

is opposed to the economy so long in existence (Heb. viii. 8), 
but once it is termed vEa (Heb. xii. 24) as being of recent 
origin. Compare Rom. xii. 2; 2 Cor.iv.16, v.15, 17; Gal. vi.15. 
Hence also, John xix. 41, µv'l]fJ,EtoV Kawov-not a tomb of 
recent excavation, but one unused, and thus explained Jv rp 
ov8€7roo ovoEk hl01J. Pillon, Syn. Grecs. 332. The "new 
man" is in contrast with the "old man," and represents that 
new assemblage of holy principles and d.esires which have 
a unity of origin, and a common result of operation. The 
" new man" is not, therefore, Christ himself, as is the fancy 
of Jerome, Ambrosiaster, and Hilary, De Trlnitate lib. xii. 
The origin of the "new man" is ne:x:t shown-

'fOV KaTd 0Eov KnaBEVTa-" who was created after God." 
Winer, § 49 and a. \Vhat the apostle affirms is not that 
creation is God's work and prerogative and His alone, but 
that as the first man bore His image, so does the new man, 
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for he is created-Kan% EMov, "according to God," or in the 
likeness of God ; or, as th.e apostle writes in Col. iii. 10, 
/CaT' Ewcova TOV ICTirraVTo<; avTOV. Hofmann's exegesis is 
feeble and incorrect-van dem gottli'cher Weise geschajfenen 
~nscken. The allusion is to Gen. i. 27. What God created, 
man assumes. The newness of this man is no absolute 
novelty, for it is the recovery of original holiness. As the 
Creator stamps an image of Himself on all His workmanship, 
so the first man was made in His similitude, and this new 
man, the result also of His plastic energy, bears upon him the 
same test and token of his divine origin; for the moral image 
of God reproduces itself in him. It is no part of our present 
task to inquire what were the features of th;tt divine image 
which Adam enjoyed. See under Col. iii. 10; Muller, Lehre 

- von der Sunde, vol. ii. p. 482, 3rd ed. The apostle characterizes 
the new man as being created-

ev oucawrr6vy ,cal orrtOT'YJn T'f/<; &:x~0Eta<;-" in the right
eousness and holiness of the truth"-the elements in which 
this creation manifests itself. - Morus and Flatt, on the one 
hand, are in error when they regard ev as instrumental, for 
the preposition points to the manifestation or development 
of the new man; and Koppe and Beza blunder also in .sup
posing that ev may stand for El,;1 and denote the result of the 
new creation. In Col. iii. 10, as Olshausen remarks, " the 
intellectual aspect of the divine image is described, whereas 

· in _the passage before us prominence is given to its ethical 
aspect." In Wisdom ii. 23, the physical aspect is sketched. 
A.i,cawrr6vn is that moral rectitude which guides the new man 
in all relationships. It is not bare equity or probity, but it 
leads its possessor to be what he ought to be to every other 
creature in the universe. The vices reprobated by the apostle 
in the following verses, are manifest violations of this right
eousness. It follows what is right, and does what is right 
in all given circumstances. See under v. 9. 'OutOTTJ<;, on 
the other hand, is piety or holiness-Ta wpo<; Toil<; av0p&,wou<; 
o/,cata /Cat Tit wpo<; TOV<; 0eoiJ<; <>rrta, Scholium, Hecuba, v. 788. 
The two terms occur in inverted order in Luke i. 7 5, and the 
adverbs are found in 1 Thess. ii. 10; Titus, i. 8. The new 
man has affinities not only with created beings, but he has a 

2A 
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primary relatwnship to the God who made him, and who 
surely has the first claim on his affection and duty. Whatever 
feelings arise out of the relation which a redeemed creature 
bears to Jehovah, this piety leads him to possess-such as 
veneration, confidence, and purity. Both righteousness and 
holiness are;_ 

Tr/f a).178eia..-1
' of the truth." John i. 17 ; Rom. i. 25, 

iii. 7. This subjective genitive is not to be resolved into an 
adjective, after the example of Luther, Calvin, Beza, Bodi.us, 
Grotius, Holzhausen, and the English version, as if the mean
ing were-true righteousness and holiness; nor can it be 
regarded as joining to the list a distinct and additional virtue 
-an opinion advanced by Pelagius, and found in the reading 
of D1, F, G-,cal, a).170E£q,. These critics referred to who give 
the genitive the simple sense of an adjective, think the meaning 
to be "true," in opposition tow hat is assumed or counterfeit; 
while the Greek fathers imagine the epithet to be opposed to 
the typical holiness -of the ancient Israel. The exegesis of 
Witsius, that the phrase means such a desire to please as is 
in harmony with truth (De Economia Foederum, p. 15), is as 
truly against all philology as that of Cocceius, that it denotes 
the studious pursuit of truth. 'H a).170eia in connection with 
the new man, stands opposed to ~ a1rar17 in connection with 
the old man, and is truth in Jesus. ·while this spiritual crea
tion is God's peculiar work-for He who creates ean alone 
re-create-this truth in Jesus has a living infl.uenee upon 
the heart, producing, fostering, and sustaining such rectitude 
and piety. 

The question of natural and moral ability does not come 
fairly within the compass of discussion in this place. The 
apostle only says, they had been taught the doctrine of a 
decided and profound spiritual change, which had developed 
its breadth and power in a corresponding alteration of char
racter. He merely states the fact that the Ephesians had 
been so taught, but how they had been taught the doctrine, 
in what connections and with what appliances and argu
ments, he says not. Its connection with the doctrine of 
spiritual influence is not insisted on. " Whatever," says Dr. 
Owen,'' God worketh in us in a way of grace, he presenteth 
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unto us in a way of duty, and that, because although he do it 
in us, yet he also doth it by us, so as that the same work is an 
act of his Spirit, and of our own will as acted thereby." On 
the Holy Spirit/ Works, iii. p. 432, Edinburgh, 1852. See 
under ii. 1. 

The apostle descends now from general remarks to special 
sins, such sins as were common in the Gentile world, and to 
which Christian converts were, from the force of habit and 
surrounding temptation, most easily and powerfully seduced. 

(Ver. 25.) aio a:1ro0eµe11oi TO ,frd)oo,-" Wherefore, having 
put away lying." By oio-"wherefore"-he passes to a deduc
tion in the form of an application. See under ii. 11. Since the 
old man and all his lusts are to be abandoned, and the new 
man assumed who is created in the righteousness and holiness 
of the truth:_a~170eia; the vice and ha bit of falsehood-,frevoo, 
-are to be dropt. Col. iii. 9. It might be a crime palliated 
among their neighbours in the world, but it was to have no 
place in the church, being utterly inconsistent with spiritual 
renovation. The counsel then is-

:>..a:>..e~Tf a:>..170eiav, [JCa<TTO, µET(i, TOV 'TT"Ail/<T{ov au,-ov-" speak 
ye truth every one with his neighbour." The clause is found 
in Zech. viii. 16, with this variation, that the apostle uses µeTa 

for the 7rpo, of the Septuagint which represents the particle in 
1ni1·rnti, The "neighbour," as the foUowing clause shows, is 
not men generally, as Jerome, Augustine, Estius, and Gl'Otius 
suppose, but specially Christian brethren. Christians are to 
speak the whole truth, without distortion; diminution, or ex
aggeration. No promise is to be falsified-no mutual under
standing violated. The word of a Christian ought to be as 
his bond, every syllable being but the expression of " truth 
in the inward parts." The sacred majesty of truth is ever 
to characterize and hallow all his communications. It is 
of course to wilful falsehood that the apostle refers-for a 
man may be imposed upon himself, and unconsciously deceive 
others-to what Augustine defines as falsa signijicati'o curn 
voluntate fallendi. As may be seen from the quotations 
made by Whitby and other expositors, some of the heathen 
philosophers were not very scrupulous in adherence to truth, 
and the vice of falsehood was not branded with the stigma 
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which it merited. And the apostle adds as a cogent 
reason-,-

l5n ea-µ,~v aA.A.1JA.WV fLEAiYJ-" for we are members one of 
another." Rom. xii. 5; 1 Cor. xii.12-27. Christians are bound 
up together by reciprocal ties and obligations as members of 
the one body of which Christ is the one Head-the apostle 
glancing back to the image of the 16th verse. Their being 
members one of another springs from their living union with 
Christ. Trusting in one God, they should, therefore, not create 
distrust of one another ; seeking to be saved by one faith, they 
should not prove faithless to their fellows ; and professing to 
be freed by the truth, they ought not to attempt to enslave their 
brethren by falsehood. Truthfulness is an essential and pri
mary virtue. Chrysostom, taking the figure in its mere applica
tion to the body, draws out a long and striking analogy-"Let 
not the eye lie to the foot, nor the foot to the eye. If there be a 
deep pit, and its mouth covered with reeds shall present to the 
eye the appearance of solid ground, will not the eye use the 
foot to ascertain whether it is hollow underneath, or whether 
it is firm and resists? Will the foot tell a lie, and not the 
truth as it is? And what again if the eye were to spy a 
serpent or a wild beast, will it lie to the foot?" &c. 

(Ver. 26.) 'Opry£tea-0e ,cal, µ,iJ aµ,apT<iveTe-" Be ye angry 
and sin not." This language is the same as the Septuagint 
translation of Psalm iv. 4. The verb 11p may bear such a 
sense, as Hengstenberg maintains. Prov. xxix. 9; Isa. xxviii. 
21 ; Ezek. xvi. 43 ; though Gesenius, Hupfeld, Ewald, and 
Phillips maintain that the meaning is "tremble," or "stand 
in awe," µs in the English version. Dclitzsch also renders 
Bebet-"quake," Tholuck, Erzittert, and J. Olshausen, Zittert. 
The Hebrew verb is of the same stock with the Greek opry1J 
and the Saxon " rage," and denotes strong emotion. The 
peculiar idiom has been variously understood: 1. Some under
stand it thus-" if ye should-be angry, see that ye do not sin." 
Such is the view of Chrysostom, Theophylact, CEcumenius, 
Piscator, Wolf, Koppe, Flatt, Riickert, Olshausen, Holz
hausen, Meier, and Bishop Butler; while Harless supposes 
the meaning to be-ziirnet in der rechten Weise-be angry in 
the right way. Hitzig renders it grollet, aber verfehlt euch 
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nicltt. 2. Beza, Grotius, Clarius, and Zeltner take the first 
verb in an interrogative sense-Are ye angry? It is plain 
that the simple construction of the second clause forbids such 
a supposition. The opinion of the Greek fathers has been 
defended by a reference to Hebrew syntax, in which, when 
two imperatives are joined, the first expresses a condition, and 
the second a result. Gesenius, § 127, 2; Nordheimer, § 1008. 
This clause does not, however, come under such a category, 
for its fair interpretation under such a law would be-" Be 
angry, and so ye shall not sin," or, as in the common phrase 
-divide,et impm·a-" divide, and thou shalt conquer." The 

· second imperative does 'not express result, but contemporaneous 
feeling. 3. Nor do we see any good grounds for adopting the 
notion of a permissive imperative, as is argued for by Winer, 
§ 43, 2-" Be angry "-(I cannot prevent it). 1 Cor. vii. 
13. As Meyer has remarked, there is no reason why the one 
imperative should be permissive and the other jussive, when 
both are connected by the simple Ka{. 4. The phrase is idio
matic-" Be angry "-(when occasion requires), "but sin 
not;" the main force being on the second imperative with µ17. 
It is objected to this view by Olshausen and others, that anger 
is forbidden in ·the 31st verse. But the anger there repro
bated is associated with dark malevolence, and regarded as the 
offspring of it. Anger is not wholly forbidden, as Olshausen 
imagines it is. It is an instinctive principle- a species of 
thorny hedge encircling our birthright. But in the indulgence 
of it, men are very apt to sin, and therefore they are cautioned 
against it. If a mere trifle put them into a storm of fury-if 
they are so excitable as to fall into frequent fits of ungovern
able passion, and lose control of speech or action-if urged 
by an irascible temper they are ever resenting fancied affronts 
and injuries, then do they sin. Matt. v. 21, 22. But specially 
do they sin, and herein lies the danger, if they indulge anger 
for an improper length of time :-

o {jA,w, µ,tj emovero €7rt T<p 1rapop,yu;µp vµwv-" let not 
the sun go down upon your indignation." Similar phraseology 
occurs in Deut. xxiv. 15 ; in Philo, and in Plutarch. See 
Wetstein, in loc. ITapoP7tcFµo,, a term peculiar to biblical 
Greek, is a fit of indignation or exasperation ; ,rapa-referring 
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to the cause or occasion; while the opry1, to be put away from 
Christians, is the habitual indulgence of anger. 1 Kings xv. 
30; 2 Kings xxiii. 26; Neh. ix. 18. ITapopryurµ,6r; is not 
in this clause absolutely forbidden, as Trench wrongly sup
poses (Bynon. p. 141), but it is to cease by sunset. The day of 
anger should be the day of reconciliation. It is to be but a 
brief emotion, slowly excited and very soon dismissed. If it 
be allowed to lie in the mind, it degenerates into enmity, 
hatred, or revenge, all of which are positively and in all cir
cumstances sinful. 'l'o harbour ill-will; to feed a grudge, and 
keep it rankling in the bosom; or to wait a fitting opportunity 
for successful retaliation, is inconsistent with Christian dis
cipleship-" Let not the sun go down upon your wrath." 
Augustine understands by sun, "the Sun of righteousness" 
(on Ps. xxv.; Op. vol. iv. p. 15, ed. Paris), and Anselm "the 
sun of reason." Theodoret well says-µ,frpov eOWK€ T<{J 8uµ,p 
Tfjr; fiµ,lpar; ro µ,frpov. The Pythagorean disciple was to be 
placated, and to shake hands with his foe-1rptv fJ Tov {j},,tov 
iivvat. Plutarch, de Am. Frat. 488, b.1 

(Ver. 27.) M-1]8~ U8oT€ To1rov rep 8iaf)6Xp-" Also give no 
place to the devil." M '1JU, not /J,1JT€, is the tme reading, 
upon preponderant authority, and closely connects this clause 
with the preceding exhortation, not certainly logically or as 
a developed thought, but numerically as an allied injunc
tion, more closely than what Klotz calls fortuitus concursus. 
Ad Devar. ii. p. 6. Hartung, i. 210; Buttmann, § 149 ; 
Winer, § 55, 6; Fritzsche, ad }vfarc. p. 157. 'O 8uif)oXor; is 
plainly the Evil One, not viewed simply in his being, but in 
some special element of his character. It is wrong to render 
it here-the accuser or calumniator, though the Syriac ver
sion, Luther, Er. Schmid, Baumgarten-Crusius, and others, 

1 The exegesis of the witty Thomas Fuller may be subjoined-" St. Paul saith 
-' Let not the sun go clown upon your wrath;' to carry news to the antipodes in 
another world of thy revengeful nature. Yet let us take the apostle's meaning 
rather than his words-with all possibl,_e speed to depose our passion ; not under
standing him so literally that we may take leave to be angry till sunset: then 
might our wrath lengthen with the days ; and men in Greenland, where days lasts 
above a quarter of a year, have plentiful scope of revenge. Auel as the English, by 
command from William the Conqueror, always raked up their fire and put out 
their candles, when the curfew-bell was rung, let us then also quench all sparks of 
anger and heat of passion." Holy and Prefrme State, p. 161, London, 1841. 
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have so rendered it. The notion of Harless appears to be too 
restricted, namely, that the reference is to Satan as endanger
ing the life and peace of the Christian church, not as gaining 
h d · d" "d I ,..., " . I t " . t t e ascen ancy over m 1v1 ua s. .Lo give p ace o, 1s o 

yield room for, dare locum. Luke xiv. 9; Rom. xii. 19; Cicero, 
de Natura Deorum, ii. 33. See also W etstein in Zoe. The 
idea indicated by the connection is, that anger nursed in 
the heart affords opportunity to Satan. Satan has sympathy 
with a spiteful and malignant spirit, it is so like his own. 
Envy, cunning, and malice are the pre-eminent feelings of the 
devil, and if wrath gain the empire of the heart, it lays it open 
to him, and to those :liendish passions which are identified 
with his presence and operations. Christians are not, by the 
indulgence of angry feeling, to give place to him, for if he 
have any place, how soon may he have all place. Give him 
"place" but in a point, and he may speedily cover the whole 
platform of the soul. 

(Ver. 28.) 'O ICA€7rTwv µ,,,,,dn KA€7rT€7o-" Let the stealer 
steal no more." We cannot say that the present participle is 
here used for the past, as is done by the Vulgate in its q_ui 
furabatur, by Luther, Erasmus, Grotius, Cramer, and others. 
Even some MSS. have o ,c?..e,fra,;. 'O ,c?,..J7r7wv is the thief, 
one given to the vice of thieving, or, as Peile renders it, "the 
thievish person." Winer, § 45, 7; Bemhardy, p. 371; Ga1. 
i. 23. It is something, as Stier says, between ,c?..ihfra,; and 
ICA€'1rT'TJ<;, Some, again, shocked at the idea that any con
nected with the Ephesian church should be committing such 
a sin, have attempted to attenuate the meaning of the term. 
Jerome set the example, and he has been followed by Calvin, 
BuUinger, Estius, Zanchius, Holzhausen, and partially by 
Hodge. But the apostle condemns theft in every form, and 
in all probability he alludes to some peculiar aspect of it prac
tised by a section of the idle population of Ephesus. Accord
ing to the testimony of Eusebius, in the tenth chapter of the 
sixth book of his Prceparatio Evangelica, throughout the 
eastern world few persons were much affronted by being 
convicted of theft-a Xowopovµevo<; ro<; ICA€7T"T'TJ<; ov Travv 

wyavaKTe'i. See 1 Cor. v. 1, and 2 Cor. xii. 21, for another 
class of sinners in the early church. The apostle's imme-
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diate remedy for the vice is honourable industry, with a view 
to generosity-

µa"ll.)v)v 0~ K0'11'taTOJ Jpryasoµ€110, TaZ, lo!at, XEPO'"LV TO wya06v 
-" but rather let him labour, working with his own hands 
that which is good." The differences of reading are numerous 
in this brief clause. In some MSS. mZ, XEpu{v is omitted, 
and in others To wya06v. Clement reads simply To wya06v, 
and Tertullian only Tat, X,Epa-lv. Some insert lUat, before 
XEpa-tv, and others affix avTov after it. Several impmtant 
MSS., such as A, D1, E, F, G; the Vulgate, Gothic, Coptic, 
and Ethiopic Armenian; Basil, Gregory of N azianzum, Epi
phanius, Jerome, Augustine, and Pelagius-read TaZ, i.Uat, 
xepa-'lv -ro wya06v. Lachmann adopts this reading; K inverts 
this order, To wya0ov m,, lUat, XEpu{v; but Tischendorf, Hahn, 
and Alford read To arya0ov mZ, XEpu{v, with L and the great 
majority of :M:SS., Chrysostom, Theophylact, CEcumenius, 
and the Received Version. B has mZ, xepulv TO a,ya06v. 
We agree with Stier in saying that Harless and Olshausen 
overlook the proof, when at once they prefer the shortest 
reading, and treat To arya06v as an interpolation taken from 
Gal. vi. 10. Ma)l.)\.ov oh-but " rather or in preference " let 
him work, and with his own hands, Tat, lolat, XEpu{v. 'lo{o,, 
like proprius in Latin instead of suus or ejus, is here used 
with distinct force. :M:att. xxv. 15; John x. 3; Rom. viii. 32; 
Winer, § 22, 7. Manual employment was the most common 
in these times. Acts xx. 34; 1 Thess. iv. 11. To &rya06v is 
something useful and profitable. His hands had done what 
was evil, and now these same were to be employed in what 
was good. If a man have no industrious calling, if he cannot 
dig, and if to beg he is ashamed, his resort is to plunder for 
self-support:-

" Now goes the nightly thief, prowling abroad 
For plunder; much solicitous how best 
He may compensate for a day of sloth 
By works of darkness and nocturnal wrong." 

But if a man be active and thrifty, then he may have not only 
enough for himself, but even enjoy a surplus out of which he 
may relieve the wants of his destitute brethren-

Zva lxv /J,€Taoio6vat Tf) XPElav ex,ovn-" that he may have 
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to give to him who bath need." This is a higher motive than 
mere self-support, and is, as Olshausen remarks, a specifically 
Christian object. Not only is the thief to work for his own 
maintenance, but Christian sympathy will cheer him in his 
manual toil for the benefit of others. Already in the days of 
his indolence had he stolen from others, and now others were 
to share in the fruitA of his honest labour-truest restitution. 
"It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

(Ver. 29.) Ila<; AO"fO<; ua1rpoc;. €IC TOV u-roµa-ror; vµwv µiJ 
J,c1ropeveu0ro-" Let no filthy word come out of your mouth." 
This strong negation contained in the use of 1rar; with µrj, is a 

· species of Hebraism. 'Winer, § 26, ·1; Ewald, Heb. Gram. 
§ 576. The general meaning of ua1rp6c; is foul, rotten, use
less, though sometimes, from the idea of decay-old, obsolete, 
ugly, or worthless. Phrynich. ed. Lobeck, p. 377. In Matt. 
vii. 17, 18, xii. 33 ; and in Luke vi. 43, the epithet charac
terizes trees and their fruit, and in the Vulgate is rendered 
simply malus. In Matt. xiii. 48, it is applied to fishes. In 
all these places the contrasted adjective is a'Ya06c;. Locke 
in his paraphrase has, "No misbecoming word." The term 
is of course used here in a tropical sense, but its meaning 
is not to be restricted, as Grotius advocates, to unchaste or 
obscene conversation which is afterwards and specially for
bidden. It signifies what is noxious, offensive, or useless, 
and refers to language which, so far from yielding "grace" 
or benefit, has a tendency to corrupt the hearer. 1 Cor. xv. 33 ; 
Col. iv. 6. Chrysostom, deriving his idea from the contrast 
of the following clause, defines the term thus-c'i µ~ -r~v lo/av 
XPflav 7rA'T}poZ; and several vices of the tongue are also named 
by him, with evident reference to Col. iii. 8. Meier narrows 
its meaning, when he regards it as equivalent to aP'Yor; in 
Matt. xii. 36. May there not be reference to sins already 
condemned? All falsehood and equivocation ; all spiteful 
epithets and vituperation; all envious and vengeful detrac
tion; all phrases which form a cover for fraud and chicanery 
-are filthy speech, and with such language a Christian's 
mouth.ought never to be de.filed. "Nothing"-

Jx-,..• ef Ti', CL"fa0oc; 1rpoc; ol,coooµ,rrv TrJ', xpe{ac;-'' but that 
which is good for edification of the need." Instead of xpefac;, 
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some MSS. as D1, E1, F, G, and some of the Latin fathers1 

read 7rl<TTEro<;, which is evidently an emendation, as Jerome 
has hinted. 'A,ya0o,;, followed by 7rpor;, signifies "good," in 
the sense of" suitable," or rather serviceable for, examples of 
which may be found in Kypke, Observat. ii. 298;. Passow1 

sub voce; Rom. xv. 2. Our version, following Beza, inverts 
the order and connection of the two nouns, and renders, " for 
the use of edifying," whereas Paul says, "for edification of the 
need." Xpe{ar;, as the genjtive of object, is almost personi
fied. To make it the genitive of "point of view," with 
Ellicott, is a needless refinement. The paraphrase of Eras
mus, qua sit opus-and that of Casaubon, quoties opus est, _are 
defective, inasmuch as they suppose the need to be only inci
dental or occasional, whereas the apostle regards it as a 

pressing and continuous fact. 'l'he precious hour should 
never be polluted with corrupt speech, nor should it be wasted 
in idle and frivolous dialogue. We are not indeed to " give 
that which is holy to dogs "-a due and delicate appreciation 
of time and circumstance must govern the tongue. Juxta, 
says Jerome, juxta opportunitatem loci, temporis, et personre 
redificare audientes. Conversation should always exercise a 

salutary influence, regulated by the special need. Words so 
spoken may fall like winged seeds upon a neglected soil, and 
there may be future germination and fruit. Trench on Author
ized Version, p. 120. 

tva of xapw TOt<; aKOVOVU'W-"that it may give grace to 
the hearers." Xaptr; is taken by some to signify what is 
agreeable or acceptable. Theodoret thus explains it-tva 
q,avfi OeKTor; Tot'> aKovou<Ti-" that it may seem pleasant to 
the hearer; " and the same view has been held by Luther, 
Riickert, Meier, Matthies, Burton, and the lexicographers 
Robinson, Bretschneider, Wilke, Wahl, and Schleusner. 
One of the opinions of Chrysostom is not dissimilar, since he 
compares such speech to the grateful effect of ointment or 
perfume on the person. That xaptr; may bear such a meaning 
is well known, but does it bear such a sense in such a phrase 
as xapw OlOOvai? In Plut. Agi's, c. 18-oeOwKo'Ta xapiv; 
Euripides, Medea, v. 702----r~voe <TO£ ooiivat xapiv; Sophocles, 
A. 1354 ' ' ' ' ,I.. \ ' I '1-l<I' d . f}ax, , --µ,eµ,vr;<T o7rutr,, 't'ron T'TJV xapw owwr; ; nn 1n 
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other quotations adduced by Harless, xaptv oovvai is " to 
confer a favour-to bestow a gift." Ast, Lex Platon. sub voce. 
So we have the phrase in James iv. 6 ; 1 Pet. v. 5 ; and it is 
found also in the Septuagint, Exod. iii. 21 ; Ps. lxxxiv. 12. 
And such is the view of Olshausen, Harless, Meyer, De W ette, 
and in former times of Bullinger, Zanchius, and virtually of 
Beza, Grotius, Elsner, and Calvin. Speech good to the edifi
cation of need brings spiritual benefit to the hearer ; it may 
excite, or deter, or counsel--stir him to reflection or afford 
materials of thought. "A word spoken in season, how good 
is it!--like apples of gold in pictures of silver." Prov. xxv. 11. 
· Ver. 30. Ka£ µr, AV7T€£7"€ 'TO Ilv€Vµa 'l"O /J,ryiov TOV 0eov

" And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God." The term IIvevµa, 
and the epithet llryiov, have been already explained under i. 
13, and solemnly and emphatically is the article repeated. 
He is called the Spirit of God, and the Holy Spirit of God, 
each term having a distinct and suggestive significance. This 
sentence is plainly connected with the previous exhortations, 
and specially by ,cat, with the preceding counsel. And the 
connection appears to- be this :-obey those injunctions as to 
abstinence from falsehood, malice, dishonesty, and especially 
corrupt speech, and grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. 
True, indeed, the Godhead is unru:ffied in its calm, yet there 
are feelings in it so analogous to those excited in men, that 
they are named after such human emotions. The Ho!J Spirit 
represents Himself as susceptible of affront and of sorrow. 
Dapoguvetv is used in a similar passage in Isa. lxiii. 10 
by the Seventy, but it is not a perfect representation of the 
original Hebrew-:i~r- We regard it as wrong to dilute the 
meaning of the apostle, explaining it either with BengeI
contristatur Spii·itus Sanctus non in se sed in nobi"s; or rashly 
affirming with Baumgarten-Crusius, that the personality of 
the Holy Spirit is only a form of representation, and no 
proof of what Harless calls objective reality; or still farther 
declaring with Rieger, that the term Spirit may be referred 
to-des Menschen neugeschajfenem Ge£st-" the renewed spirit 
of man;" or, in fine, so attenuating the meaning with De 
Wette as to say, that by the Holy Spirit is to be understood 
moral sentiment, as depicted from a Christian point of view. 
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It is the Holy Spirit of God within us (not in others, as 
Thomas Aquinas imagines), that believers grieve-not the 
Father, nor the Son, but the blessed Spirit, who, as the applier 
of salvation, dwells in believers, and' consecrates their very 
bodies as His temple. Eph. ii. 22 ; 1 Cor. vi. 19 ; Rom. viii. 
26, 27. According to our view, the verse is a summation 
of the argument-the climax of appeal. If Christians shall 
persist in falsehood · and deviation from the truth-if they 
shall indulge in fitful rage or cherish sullen and malignant 
dislikes-if they shall be characterized by dishonesty, or 
idle and corrupt language-then, though they may not grieve 
man, do they grieve the Roly Spirit of God, for all this per
verse insubordination is in utter antagonism to the essence 
and operations of Him who is the Spirit of truth, and inspires 
the love of it; who assumed, as a fitting symbol, the form 
of a dove, and creates meekness and forbearance; and who, 
as the Spirit of holiness, leads to the appreciation of all 
that is just in action, noble in sentiment, and healthful and 
edifying in speech. What can be more grieving to the Holy 
Ghost than our thwarting the very purpose for which He 
dwells within us, and contravening all the promptings and 
suggestions with which He warns and instructs us? Since 
it is His special function to renew the heart, to train it to the 
abandonment of sin, and to the cultivation of holiness-and 
since for this purpose He has irifleshed Himself and dwells 
in us as a tender, watchful, and earnest guardian, is IIe not 
grieved with the contumacy and rebellion so often manifested 
against Him? Nay more-

' ev if, E<r<ppa,yta-0rrre d., ~µepav CL71'0AUTpwa-ew<;-" in whom 
ye were sealed for the day of redemption." El<; is "for"
reserved fo;, implying the idea of "until;" the genitive being 
a designation of time by its characteristic event, Winer, § 30, 
2 a. For the meaning of the verb e<1'cf,pa,y{a-0'f/Te, the explana
tion already given under i. 14 may be consulted. It is a 
grave error of Chandler and Le Clerc to refer this sealing to 
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit; for surely these were not 
possessed by all the members of the church, nor could we 
limit the sin of grieving the Spirit to the abuse of the gift of 
prophecy, which the second of these expositors supposes to 
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be specially intended in the preceding verse. In i. 14, the 
apostle speaks of the redemption of the purchased posses
sion, and that period is here named " the day of redemp
tion. The noun a7ro")..vrpw<rt<; has already occupied us under 
i. 14, and the comment needs not be repeated. This clause 
is evidently an argument, or the motive why believers should 
not grieve the Holy Spirit. If He seal you, and so confirm 
your faith, and preserve you to eternal glory-if your hope of 
glory, your preparation for it, and especially your security JI.S 
to its possession, be the work of God's blessed Spirit, why 
will you thus grieve Him? There is no formal mention 
made of the possibility ot apostasy, or of the departure of the 
Spirit. Nor does it seem to be implied, as the verb "sealed" 
intimates. They who are sealed are preserved-the seal is 
not to be shivered or effaced. A security that may be broken 
at any time, or the value of which depends on man's own 
_fidelity and guardianship, is no security at all. Not only 
does the Socinian Schlichtingius hold that the seal may be 
broken, but we find even the Calvinist Zanchius speaking 
of the possibility of so losing the seal as to lose salvation ; 
and in such an opinion some of the divines of the Reforma
tion, such as Aretius, join him. The Fathers held a similar 
view. Theophylact warns-µ~ M<rTJ<; r~v <rcppa,y~Sa. See 
also the Shepherd of He,·mas, ii. 10, where the phrase occurs 
-µ~7roTe eimv~nrat T'f 8erj> «at a7ro<rry am, <rov. Ambrosi
aster says-Quia deserit nos, eo quod lreserimus eum. Harless 
admits that the phl'ase may teach the possibility of the loss of 
the seal; while Stier displays peculiar keenness against those 
who hold the opposite doctrine, or what he calls-prredestina
tianz"sches Missverstandniss. Were the apostle speaking of 
the striving of the Spirit, or of His ordinary influences, the 
possibility of His departure might be thus admitted. Gen. vi. 
3 ; Isa. lxiii. 10; Acts vii. 51. Or if he had said-grieve 

· not the Holy Spirit, by whom men are sealed, or whose func• 
tion it is to seal men, the hypothesis of Stier would not be 
denied. But the inspired writer says-" by whom ye were 
sealed." They had been sealed, set apart, and secured, for 
perseverance is the crowning blessing and prerogative of the 
saints; not to say, with Meyer, that if the view of Harless 
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were correct-wapo~uveTe would have been the more natural 
expression. The apostle appeals not to their fears, lest the 
Spirit should leave them ; but he ~ppeals to their sense of 
gratitude, and entreats them not to wound this tender, con
tinuous, and resident Benefactor. 2 Cor. i. 21. It may be 
said to a prodigal son-grieve not your father lest he cast 
you off; or grieve not your mother lest you break her heart. 
Which of the twain is the stronger appeal ? and this is the 
question we put as our reply to Alford and Turner. In fine, 
the patristic and popish phraseology, in which this seal is 
applied to the imposition of hands, to baptism, or the sacra
ment of confirmation, is wholly foreign from the sense and 
purpose of the passage before us, though its clauses have been 
often adduced in proof. Oatechismus Roman. § 311, Suicer, 
sub voce <T<ppary{,;;. 

Ver. 31. IlcicTa 'Tl't/Cpta, /Cal 0vµ,or;;, /Cal opryi], /Cal /Cpa'll"/iJ, Kat 
fJX.a<T<p'T]µ,{a, ap01To acp' vµ,wv, <TVV 71'(1,(T'[} /Ca/C{q,-" Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speak
ing be put away from you, with all malice;"-all feelings incon
sistent with love-all emotions opposed to the benign influence 
and presence of the Divine Spirit-were to be abandoned. 

ITiKp{a-'' bitterness "-is a figurative term denoting that 
fretted and irritable state of mind that keeps a man in per
petual animosity-that inclines him to harsh and uncharitable 
opinions of men and things-that makes him sour, crabbed, 
and repulsive in his general demeanour-that brings a scowl 
over his face, and infuses venom into the words of his tongue. 
Rom. iii. 14; James iii. 14. W etstein, under Rom. iii. 14, 
has adduced several examples of the similar use of 'Tl't/Cp{a 
from the classical writers. Aristotle justly says-ot S~ mtcpol, 
c:- c:- ,.., \ ... ' , , 'I". , ' ' OV<TotaAV,'TOl1 tcat 'Tl'Ot-.VV XPOVOV Op,Yl',OV'Tat, Ka'Texo•J<Tt ryap 'TOIi 

Bvµ,'ov. Loesner has also brought some apposite instances 
from Philo, Observat. ad N. T. p. 345. 0vµ,6,;; is that mental 
excitement to which such bitterness gives rise-the commo
tion or tempest that heaves and infuriates within. Donaldson, 
New Oratylus, § 476. 'Opry17 (Deut. ix. 19) is resentment, 
settled aud dark hostility, and is, therefore, condemned. See 
under iv. 26. 'O 0vµ,'o,;; ,YEVV'T]'Tl/CO<; i<Tn 'T'T}<; op,yijr;;-is the 
remark of <Ecumenius. See Trench, Bynon.§ 37; Tittmann,. 
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de Bynon. p. 132; Donaldson, New Gratylus, § 477. Kpavry~ 
-" clamour," is the expression of this anger-hoarse reproach, 
the high language of scorn and scolding, the yelling tones, 
the loud and boisterous recrimination, and the fierce and impe
tuous invective that mark a man in a towering rage. Ira 
Juror brevis est. " Let women," adds Chrysostom, " especially 
attend to this, as they on every occasion cry out and brawl. 
There is but one thing in which it is needful to cry aloud, and 
that is in teaching and preaching." BXaa-ef>171.u'a-signifies 
what is hurtful to the reputation of others, and sometimes 
is applied to the sin of_ impious speech toward God. It is 
the result or one phase .. of the clamour implied in Kpauryr,, for 
anger leads not only to vituperation, but to calumny and 
scandal. In the intensity of passion, hot and hasty rebuke 
easily and frequently passes into foulest slander. The wrathful 
denouncer exhausts his 'rage by becoming a reviler. Col. iii. 
8 ; 1 Tim. vi. 4. All these vicious emotions are to be put 
away. KaJCta is a generic term, and seems to signify what 
we sometimes call in common speech badheartedness, the 
root of all those vices. 1 Pet. ii. 1. Let all these vices be 
abandoned, with every form and aspect of that condition of 
mind in which they have their origin, and of that residuum 
which the indulgence of them leaves behind it. The word is 
in contrast with the epithet, "tender-hearted," in the follow
ing verse. Now this verse contains not only a catalogue, but 
a melancholy genealogy of bad passions-acerbity of temper 
exciting passion-that passion heated into indignation-that 
indignation throwing itself off in indecent brawling, and that 
brawling darkening into libel and abuse-a malicious element 
lying all the while at the basis of these enormities. And 
such unamiable feeling and language are not to be allowed 
any apology or indulgence. The adjective 1raa-a belongs to 
the five sins first mentioned, and 1raa-v to the last. Indeed, the 
Coptic version formally prefixes to all the nouns the adjective 
n,6,e.n-" all." They are to be put away in every kind 
and degree-in germ as well as maturity-without reserve 
and without compromise.1 

I Wetstein on Rom. iii. 14. We cannot but quote, from Jeremy Taylor, the 
following paragraph, unequalled in its imagery and magnificence:-" Anger sets 
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(, er. 32.) I'{veu0e oe e1-.;- a).::\17).ou~ XP'TJ<TTol-" But become 
ye kind to one another." The Se has been excluded by Lach
mann, on the authority of B, but rightly retained by Tischen_
dorf. aJ-"But"-passing to the contrast in his exhortation, 
he says-" become ye kind to one another "-XP'TJ<TTO{-full 
of benign courtesy, distinguished by mutual attachment, the 
bland and generous interchange of good deeds, and the earnest 
desire to confer reciprocal obligations. Col. iii. 12. Rudeness 
and censoriousness are opposed to this plain injunction. That 
there should be any allusion in XP'TJ<TTo,;; to the sacred name 
XptuT/8, is wholly incredible. 

E~u7TM'YXVoi-(1 Pet iii. 8; Col. iii._12)-" tender-hearted'' 
-the word being based upon the common and similar use 
of t:l'r,>!')1 in the Old Testament. Thf, epithet is found, as in 

the house on fire, and all the spirits are busy upon trouble, and intend propulsion, 
defence, displeasure, or revenge; it is a short madness, and an eternal enemy to 
discourse, and sober counsels, and fair conversation ; it intends its own object with 
all the earnestness of perception, or aeti vily of design, and a quicker motion of a too 
warm and distempered blood; it is a fever in the heart. and a calenture in the head, 
and a fire in the face, and a sword in the hand, and a fury all over; and therefore 
can never suffer a man to be in a disposition to pray. . . • Anger is a ,perfect 
alienation of the mind from prayer,' and therefore is contrary to that attention 
which presents our prayers in a right line to God. For so have I seen a lark rising 
from his bed of grass, and soaring upwards, singing as he rises, and hopes to get to 
heaven, and climb above the clouds; but the poor bird was beaten back with the 
loud sighings of an eastern wind, and his motion made irregular and inconstant, 
descending more at every breath .... ,,., tempest, than it could recover by the libra
tion and frequent weighing of his wings; till the little creature was forced to sit 
down and pant, and stay till the storm was over; and then it made a prosperous 
flight, and did rise and sing, as if it had learned music and motion from an angel, 
as he passed sometimes through the air about his ministries here below. So is the 
prayer of a good man; when his affairs have required business, and his business 
was matter of discipline, and his discipline was to pass upon a shining person, or 
had a design of charity, his duty met with infirmities of a man, and anger was its 
instrument, and the instrument became stronger than the prime agent, and raised a 
tempest, and overruled the man; and then his prayer was broken, and his thoughts 
were troubled, and his words went up towards a cloud, and his thoughts pulled 
them back again, and made them without intention; and the good man sighs for 
his infirmity, but must be content to lose the prayer, and he must recover it when 
his anger is removed, and his spirit is becalmed, made even _as the brow of Jesus 
and smooth like the heart of God; and then it ascends to heaven upon the wings 
of the holy dove, and dwells with God, till it returns, like the useful bee, loaden 
with a blessing and the dew of heaven."-Works, The Return qf Prayers, vol. v. 
pp. 69, 70. Lond. 1822. 
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Hippocrates, with a literal sense. See Kypke. So far from 
being churlish or waspish, Christians are to be notecl for their 
tenderness of heart. They are to be full of deep and mellow 
affection, in opposition to that wrath and anger which they 
are summoned to abandon. A rich and genial sympathy 
should ever characterize all their intercourse-

xapd;-6µ,evot Jav7o'ic;-" forgiving one another," 'Eavroic; 
is used for a>..X17Xotc;. This use of the reflexive .for the recip
rocal pronoun has sometimes an emphatic significance-for
giving one another, you forgive yourselves-and occurs in 
Mark x. 26; John xii. 19; Col. iii. 13, 16; and also among 
elassical writers. Kuhner, § 302, 7 ; Jelf, § 54, 2 ; Bernhardy, 
p. 273 ; Matthire, § 489, 6. May not the use of Jauroic; also 
point, as Stier says, to that peculiar unity which subsfats among 
Christ's disciples? The meaning of the participle, which is 
contemporaneous with the previous verb, is plainly determined 
by the following clause. It does not mean being gracious or 
agreeable, as Bretschneider thinks, nor yet does it signify, as 
the Vulgate reads-donantes, but condonantes. Luke vii. 42, 
43; 2 Cor. ii. 10; Col. ii. 13, iii. 13. Instead of resentment 
and retaliation, railing and vindictive objurgation, Christians 
are to pardon offences-to forgive one another in reciprocal 
generosity. Fa~lts will be committed and offences must come, 
but believers are to forgive them, are not to exaggerate them, 
but to cover them up from view, by throwing over them the 
mantle of universal charity. And the rule, measure, and 
motive of this universal forgiveness are stated in the last 
clause-

«a06J<; «al o ®eoc; €V Xpurnjj exapluaro vµ,iv-" as also God 
in Christ forgave you." Some MSS. as B2, D, E, K, L, the 
Syriac, and Theodoret read iJµ,'i,v; others, as A, F, G, I, and 
Chrysostom in hi.s text, read vµiv. The latter appears the 
better reading, while the other may have been suggested by 
v. 2. KaO©c; Kal-" as also "-an example with an implied 
comparison. Klotz ad Devar. ii. 635. But the presentation 
of the example contains an argument. It is an example which 
Christians are bound to imitate. They were to forgive because 
God had forgiven them, and they were to forgive in resem
blance of His procedure. In the exercise of Christian forgive-

2 B . 
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ness, His authority was their rule, and His example their 
model. They were to obey and also to imitate, nay, their 
obedience consisted in imitation. 'Ev Xpun91 is "in Christ" 
as the element or sphere, and signifies not " on account of, or 
by means of Christ," but o ®eo~ ev Xpurrrji is God revealed in 
Christ, acting in Him, speaking in Him, and fulfilling His 
gracious purposes by Him as the one Mediator. 2 Cor. v. 19. 
For the pardon of human guilt is no summary act of paternal 
regard, but sin was punished, government vindicated, and the 
moral interests of the universe were guarded by the atonement 
which Christ presented. The nature of that forgiveness which 
God in Christ confers on sinners, has been already illustrated 
under i. 7. That pardon is full and free and "irreversible-all 
sin forgiven; forgiven, not because we deserve it; forgiven 
every day of our li,ves ; and, when once forgiven, never again 
to rise up and condemn us. Now, because God has pardoned 
us, we should be ready to pardon others. His example at 
once enjoins imitation, and furnishes the pattern. God is 
presented, as Theophylact says-el~ inrooevyµa. And thus 
the offences of others are to be pardoned by us fully, without 
retaining a grudge; and freely, without any exorbitant equi
valent; forgiven not only seven times, but seventy and seven 
times ; and when pardoned, they are not to be raked out of 
oblivion, and again made the theme of collision and quarrel. 
According to the imagery of our Lord's parable, our sins 
toward God are weighty as talents, nay, weighty and nume
rous as ten thousand talents; while the offences of our fellows 
toward ourselves are trivial as pence, nay, as trivial and as few 
as a hundred pence. If the master forgive such an immense 
amount to the servant so far beneath him, will not the forgiven 
servant be prompted, by the generous example, to absolve 
his own fellow-servant and equal from his smaller deb.t? 
Matt. xviii. 23-35. 



CHAP. V. 

(Ver. 1.) rlvEa-0€ ovv µ,iµ,17w'i Tov ®Eov-" Do ye then 
become followers of God." The collective ovv connects this 
verse with the preceding exhortation, and its rytvetT8E oJ----,. 
indeed p,tfJ117Tq<; is usually accompanied with rytvoµai. The 
example of God's forgiving generosity is set before them, and 
they are solicited to copy it. God for Christ's sake has for .. 
given you; "become ye then imitators of God," and cherish a 
forgiving spirit towards one another. God's example has an 
authoritative power. The imitation of God is here limited to 
this peculiar duty, and cannot, as Stier thinks, have connection 
with the long paragraph which precedes, especially as the 
-verb 7rEpt7raTEtTE, which is so commonly employed, need not 
be taken as resumptive of 7r6pt7raTY}tTat in iv. 1. The words 
µ,tfJ117Tal Tou ®Eov are peculiar, and occur only in this place, 
though the terms, in an ethical sense, and with reference to a 
human model, are to be found in 1 Cor. iv. 16, xi. 1 ; 1 Thess. 
i. 6, ii. 14; H~b. vi. 12. Ye should forgive, as God forgives; 
and thus be imitators of Him, or, as Theodoret says-{17MMaTe 
'nJV <TV"f'Y€Veiav. And they are enjoined to study and perfect 
this moral resemblance by the blessed thought that, in doing 
so, they feel and act-

61<; Te,cva a,yaTr1JT4-" as children beloved ;" as children 
who, in their adoption, have enjoyed so much of a father's 
affection. They cannot be imitators of God as Creator. They 
may resemble him as the God of Providence, in feeding and 
clothing the indigent; but especially can they copy Him in 
His highest character as Redeemer, when, like Him, they 
pardon offenders, and so imitate His royal and lofty preroga
tive. Disinterested love is a high element of perfection, as 
described by the great Teacher himself. Matt. v, 45-48. 
Tholuck, Bergpredigt., Matt. v. 45. This duty of imitation 
on the part of God's children is well expreased by Photius-
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" To institute an action against one who has injured us is 
human; not to take revenge on him is the part of a philoso
pher: but to compensate him with benefit is divme, and shows 
men of earth to be followers of the Father who is in heaven."1 

(Ver. 2.) Kat '11"ept'11"aTetT€ ev a"fa'11"rJ-" And walk in love." 
The same admonition under another and closer aspect, is con
tinued in this verse. The love in which we are to walli, is 
such a love in kind as Christ displayed in dying for us. . The 
apostle had just spoken of " God in Christ" forgiving men:, 
and now, and very naturally, that Christ in the plenitude and 
glory of His love is also introduced-

,ca0ro<; /Cal O XpuTT6<; TJ"fa'1T'f/O"EV 71µ,ar:;-" as also, or even as, 
Christ loved us." Tischendorf, after A and B, reads uµ,a,;1 

and on the authority of B reads also uµwv in the following 
clause ; but . the ordinary reading is preferable as the direct 
form of address may have suggested the emendation. The 
immeasurable fervour of Christ's love is beyond description. 
See under iii. 19. That love which is set before us was noble, 
ardent, and self-sacrificing; eternal, boundless, and unchanging 
as its possessor-more to Him than the possession of visible 
equality with God, for He vailed the splendours of divinity; 
more to Him than heaven, for He left it; more to Him than 
the conscious enjoyment of His Father's countenance, for on 
the cross He suffered the horrors of a spiritual eclipse, and 
cried, " Why hast thou forsaken me ;" more to Him, in fine, 
than His life, for He freely surrendered it. That love was 
embodied in Christ as He walked on earth, and especially as 
He bled on the cross ; for He loved us-

,cal wapeoro,cev eaVT6V U'11"€p 71µ,wv-" and gave Himself for 
us"-in proof and manifestation of His love-Kal being 
exegetical. The verb implies full surrender, and the prepo
sition v7rep points out those over whom or in room of whom 
such self-tradition is made. U steri, Lehrb. p. 117 ; Meyer on 
Rom. v. 6; Ellicott on Gal. iii. 13. John xv. 13; Rom. v. 8 ; 
Gal. ii. 20. 'l'he general idea is, that Christ's love led to His 

. 1 Ti µ,~, ~;,&'1J',I ik.l'l"ce-1'1"£7v -rO,. ,;;;,:x,i1t:O-r«¥, ot,.,(}~61:Twn1, 'i'O ~, µ/4 d{.µ,{;~6(1'!:i-«,. ~JA611'1J~O'J, 7J ;e x,d 
tliE-e'J'E-ff'l«J, lt.,udbeu-8«.1 Ao,'IT,OV 'il~'il (1£7.o'II ""~' µ.tjk"l)"1'D£S 'T.fJil f11 o~e~~o&S' Ila.Te-if 'TfJii; 'Y'i1i'&'lli7i !!TG-
4>"''"·-Ep. 193. See also the epistle to Diognetus, cap. 10; Justin. Martyr, Opera, 
vol. ii.. p. 496; Ed. Otto, Jenee, 1843. 
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self.;surrender as a sacrifice. He was no passive victim of 
circumstances but in active and spontaneous attachment He 

' . h' gave up Himself to death, and for such as we are- 1s -poor, 
guilty, and ungrateful murderers. The context and not simpl! 
inrep shows that this is the meaning. The manner of His 
self-sacrifice is defined in the next words-

;pou<popttv "a~ 8valav-" an offering and a sacrifice"-obla
tionem et lwstiam. Vulgate. The words are in the accusative, 
and in apposition with JavTov, forming its predicate nouns. 
Madvig, § 24. A similar combination of terms occurs in Heb. 
x. 5, 8, while iwpa, a noun of kindred meaning, is used with 
Ovufa in Heb. v. I, viii. 3, ix. 9. ilwpov usually represents 
in Leviticus and Numbers the Hebrew m;,., and is not in sense 
different from 'IT'pourpopa~ Deyling, Observ. i. 352. The first 
substantive, 7rpo<T<j,opa, represents only the Hebrew nr'r'?, once 
in the Septuagint, though oftener in the Apocrypha. It may 
mean a bloodless oblation, though sometimes in a wider sig
nification it denotes an oblation of any kind, and even one of 
slain victims. Acts xxi. 26; Heh. x. 10, 18. ®v<Tla, as its 
derivation imports, is the slaying of a victim-the shedding 
of its blood, and the burning of its carcass, and frequently 
represents n;i,1 in the Septuagint ; Exod. xxxiv. 15 : Lev. ii. 
and iii. passt"m, vii. 29; Dent. xii. 6, 27; 1 Sam. ii. 14. 
Matt. ix. 13; Mark xii. 33 ; Luke ii. 24, xiii. 1 ; Acts vii. 
41, 42; 1 Cor. x. 18; Heb. vii. 27, ix; 23, 26, x. 12. It 
sometimes in the Septuagint represents na,rary sin-offering, and 
often in representing ntri'? it means a victim. See 'l1romm. 
Concord. We do not apprehend that the apostle, in the use 
of these terms, meant to express any such precise distinction 
as that now described. We cannot say with Harless, " that 
Jesus, in reference to Himself and His own free will, was an 
offering, but in reference to others was a sacrifice." On the 
other hand, "the last term," says Meyer, "is a nearer definition 
of the former." We prefer .the opinion, that both terms con
vey, and are meant to convey, the full idea of a sacrifice. It 
is a gift, and the gift is a victim ; or the victim slain is laid 
on the altar an offering to God. Not only is the animal slain, 
but it is presented to God. Sacrifice is the offering of a victim. 
The idea contained in 1rpou'Popa covers the whole transaction, 
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while that contained in 0vr;{a is a distinct and characteristic 
portion of the process. Jesus gave Himself as a sacrifice in 
its completest sense-a holy victim, whose blood was poured 
out in His presentation to God. In the meantime it may be 
remarked, that the suffering involYed in sacrifice, such unparal
leled suffering as Christ endured as our sacrifice, proves the 
depth and fervour of His affection, and brightens that example 
of love which the apostle sets before the Ephesian church. 

'trp Ser[, el<; or;µ,t]v evwUa<;-" to God for the savour of a 
11weet smell "-the genitive being that of characterizing qua
lity. Winer, § 34, 2; Scheuerlein, § 16, 3. Some, such as 
Meyer and Rolzhausen, join T<p Sep to the verb 7raplowJCev, 
but the majority connect them with the following phrase:-
1. 'fhey may sfand in close·connection with the nouns 7rpor;
<f,opav Ka£ Bvr;{av, with which they may be joined as an ethical 
dative. Harless says indeed, that el<; BavaTov is the proper 
-supplement after 7rapJowKe, but 0vu{a here implies it. El<; 
0ava"t0v may be implied in such places as Rom. iv. 25, viii. 32, 
but here we have the same preposition in the phmse el<; ouµ,1711. 
The preposition El<; occurring with the verb denotes the pur
pose, as in Matt. xxiv. 9; Acts xiii. 2; Winer, § 49 ; Bern
hardy, p. 218. In those portions of the Septuagint where 
the phraseology occurs, Kvp{p follows evwola<;, so that the 
connection cannot be mistaken. 2. Or the words T'fJ Sep may 
occupy their present position because of their close connection 
with ouµ,17, and we may read-" He gave Himself an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour." It is 
not easy to say which is preferable, -rep ®ep being peculiarly 
placed in reference both to the beginning and the end of the 
verse. The phrase is based on the peculiti.r sacrificial idiom 
of the Old Testament-i_!1M'f°l"!'), Gen. viii. 21 ; Lev. i. 9, 13, 
17, ii. 9, 12, iii. 5. It is used tropically in 2 Cor. ii. 14, and 
is 'explained and expanded in Phil. iv. 18-" a sacrifice 
acceptable, well-pleasing to God.'' The burning of spices or 
incense, so fragrant to the Oriental senses, is figuratively 
applied to God. Not that He has pleasure in suffering for its 
own sake. Nor can we say, with Olshausen, that the divine 
pleasure arises wholly from the love and obedience which 
,Jesus exhibited in His sufferings and death. This idea of 
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Olshausen is to some extent similar to that of several recent 
writers, who do not give its own prominence to the vicarious 
suffering of our Lord, but, as we think, lay undue stress on 
several minor concomitants. 

Now the radical idea of sacrifice is violent and vicarious 
suffering and death. But the theory referred to seems to 
place the value of Christ's sufferings not in their substitu
tionary nature, but in the moral excellence of Him who 
endured them. This is a one-sided view. That Jehovah 
rejoiced in the devoted and self-sacrificing spirit of His Son 
-in His meekness, heroism, and love,_is most surely believed 
by us. And we maintain, that the sufferings of Christ gave 
occasion for the exhibition of those qualities and graces, and 
that without such sufferings as a dark setting, they could 
never have been so brilliantly displayed. The sacrifice must 
be voluntary, for forced suffering can have no merit, and an 
unwilling death no expiatory virtue. But we cannot say 
with Dr. Halley-" that the sufferings, indirectly,,as giving 
occasion to thest acts, feelings, and thoughts of the holy 
Sufferer, procured our redemption." Oongregat£onal Lecture
The Sacraments, part ii. p. 271, Loud. 1852. The virtues of 
the holy Sufferer are subordinate, although indispensable 
elements ip. the work of atonement which consisted in His 
obedience unto the death. That death was an act of obedi
ence beyond parallel; yet it was also, and in itself-not 
simply, as Grotius held, a great penal example-but a propi
tiatory oblation. The endurance of the law by our Surety is 
as necessary to us as His perfect Sl!-bmission to its statutes. 
The sufferings of the Son of God, viewed as a vicarious 
endurance of the penalty we had incurred, were therefore the 
direct means of our redemption. In insisting on the neces..; 
sity of Christ's obedience, the equal necessity of His expiatory 
death must not be overlooked. That Jesus did suffer and die 
in our room is the fact of atonement; and the mode in which 
He bore those sufferings is the proof of His holy obedience, 
which Wai:! made "perfect through suffering." But if the 
manifestation of Christ's personal virtues, and not the satisfac
tion of law, is said to be th.e prime_end of those sufferings, 
then do we reckon such an opinion subversive of the great 
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doctrine of our Lord's propitiation, and in direct antagonism 
to the theology taught us in the inspired oracles. " It pleased 
the Lord to bruise him"-" Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain"-" He suffered once for sins," &c., &c. The uniform 
testimony of the word of God is, that the sufferings of Jesus 
were expiatory-that is, so borne in the room of guilty men, 
that they might not suffer themselves-and that this expia
tory merit lies in the sufferings themselves, and is not merely 
or mainly dependent -on those personal virtues of love, faith, 
and submission, which such anguish evoked and glorified. 
True, indeed, the victim must be sinless-pure as the fire 
from heaven by which it is consumed ; but its atoning virtue 
is not to be referred to the bright display of innocence and 
love in the agonies of immolation, as if all the purposes of 
sacrifice had beento exhibit unoffending goodness, and bring 
out affection in bold relief. No ; in the sufferings of the 
" Holy One," God was .glorified, the law magnified, the curse 
borne away, and salvation secured to believers. 

Nor do we deem it correct on the part of Abelard and Peter 
Lombard in the olden time, or of Maurice recently/ to regard 
the love of Christ alone as the redeeming element of the 
atonement, overlooking the merit of all that spontaneous and 
indescribable anguish to which it conducted. Such a hypo
thesis places the motive in the room of the act. It is true, 
as Maurice remarks, that we usually_ turn the mind of sinners 
to the love of Christ, and that this_ truth comforts and sustains 
the heart of the afflicted and dying; but he forgets that this 
love evolved its ardour ~n suffering for human transgressors, 
and derives all its charm from the thought that the agony 
which it sustained was the endurance of a penalty which a 
guilty world had righteously incurred. The love on which 
sinners lean is a love that not only did not shrink from 
assuming their nature, but that feared not to die for them. 
The justice of God in exacting a satisfaction is not our first 
consolation, but the fact, that what· justice deemed indispens
able, love nobly presented. If love alone was needed to save, 
why should death have been endured? or would a love that 
fainted not in a mere martyrdom and tragedy be a stay for a 

1 Theological E8says, p. 128. Cambridge, 1853. 
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convicted spirit? No; it is atoning love that soothes and 
bles~es, and the objective or legal aspect of the work of 
Christ is not to be merged in any subjective or moral phases 
of it • for both are presented and illustrated in the inspired 
page;. Even in the first ages of the church this cardinal 
doctrine was damaged by the place assigned in it to the devil, 
and the notion of a price or a ransom was carried often to 
absurd extremes, as it has also been in some theories of Pro
testant theology, in which absolute goodness and absolute jus
tice a-ppear to neutralize one another.1 But still, to warrant the 
application of the term "sacrifice " to the death of Christ, it 
must have been something more than the natural, fitting, and 
graceful conclusion of a self-denied life-it must have been a 
violent and vicarious decease and a voluntary presentation. 
·Many questions as to the kind and amount of suffering, its 
necessity, its merits as satiifactio vicaria, and its connection 
with salvation, come not within our province. 

Harless and Meyer have well shown the nullity of the 
Socinian view first propounded by Schlichting, and advocated 
by Usteri (Pauli"n. Lehrbegrijf, p. 112.) and Riickert, that the 
language of this verse does not represent the death of Christ 
as a sin-offering. But the Pauline theology always holds out 
that death as a sacrifice. He died for our sins-tnrsp-1 Cor. 
xv. 3; died for us-inrsp-1 Thess. v. 10; gave himself 
for out sins-,r€pt-Gal. i. 4; died for the ungodly-v,r€p 
aue,Srov-Rom. v. 6 ; died for all-v,rEp 'lT'lZV'TCOV-2 Cor. v. 
14; and a brother is one on whose behalf Christ died-ol i)v 

Xpt<TTo~ a7re0av€v-l Cor viii. 11. His death is an offedng for 
sin-7rpo<nf;iopa 7rept-Heb. x. 18; one sacrifice for sin-µiav 
V7T'Ep aµapri&v 0ua-tav-Heb. x. 12; the blood of Rim who 
offered himself-ro aiµa, i)r; fovrov 7rpou11very,c€v-Heb. ix. 14; 
the offering of His body once for all-oia -rfjr; 7rpoucpop8s TOU 

a:roµaror; e<faa7rat-Heb. x. 10. His death makes expiation
€£~ TO l">..au,c€uBai-Heb. ii, 17; there is propitiation in His 
blood-i">..a0"1'17pwv-Rom. iii. 25; we are justified in His 
blood-Si,caico0ev-r€r; ev Ttp a7µan avTOv-Rom. v. 9 ; and we 
are reconciled by His death-Kar1JX">..ary1JµEv-Rom. v. 10. 

1 Baur, Gesch:ickte der Versoknungskkre, p. 30. Compare, too, some expressions of 
Gregory of Nyssa with those of Athanasius and Augustine, and Gregory the Great. 
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He gave himself a ransom-av7£;\,v7-pov-l Tim. ii. 6; He 
redeemed us from the curse of the law being made a curse for 
us-ryevoµevo,;-· V7r€p ~µwv Kanfpa-Gal. iii. 13; Christ our 
passover was sacrificed for US-V7r€p ~µwv eruB,,,-I Cor. 5. 7, 
So too in Matt. xx. 28; I Pet. i. IS, 19. The view of Hof
mann, which is not that commonly received as orthodox, is 
defended at length by him against Ebrard and Philippi in his 
Sckriftb. ii. 329. See Ebrard, Lehre von der stellvertretenden 
Genu,qthuwn,q, Konigsberg, 1857, or a note in his Commen
tary on 1st John, i. 9, in which some important points in the 
previous treatise are condensed; Thomasius, Christi Person 
und Werk, § 57, dritter theil j and Bodemeyer, Zur Lehre 
von der Versohnun,q und Rechfartigung, mit Beziehung au/ 
den Hofmann-Philippischen St1·eit iiber die Versohnungs-lehre, 
Gottingen, 1859; Lechler, das Apost. Zeit., p. 77. The death 
of Christ was a sacrifice which had in it all the elements of 
acceptance, as the death of one who had assumed the sin
ning nature, and was yet possessed of Divinity-who could 
therefore place Himself in man's room, and assume his legal 
liabilities-who voluntarily obeyed and suffered in our stead, 
in unison with God's will and in furtherance of His gracious 
purposes. What love on Christ's part! And what an induce
ment to obey the injunction-" walk in love"-in that love 
the possession of which the apostle inculcates and commends 
by the example of Christ. And, first, their love must be like 
their Lord's love, ardent in its nature and unconquerable in 
its attachment ; no cool and transient friendship which but 
evaporates in words, and only fawns upon and fondles the 
creatures of its capricious selection; but a genuine, vehement, 
and universal emotion. Secondly, it must be a self-sacrificing 
love, in imitation of Christ's, that is, in its own place and on its 
own limited scale, denying itself to secure benefits to others; 
stooping and suffering in order to convey spiritual blessing 
to the objects of its affection. Matt. xx. 26-28. Such a love 
is at once the proof of discipleship, and the test and fruit of a 
spiritual change. John xiii. 35 ; 1 John iii. 14. · 

In a word, we can see no ground at all for adopting the 
exegesis of Stier, that the last clause of the verse stands in 
close connection with the first, as if the apostle had said-



EPHESIANS V. 3. 379 

"Walk in love, that ye may be an odour of a sweet ~mell to 
God." . Such an exegesis is violent, though the idea is virtu
ally implied, for Christian love in the act of self-devotion is 
pleasing to God. 

) II I 1,\ ' ~ > 0 I • A, f:I {Ver. 3. opvem oe, ,cai -,raua a/Ca apuia, 'YJ 7r €ove!.ta-
"But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness." Again 
the apostle recurs by oe which is not without a distinct 
adversative force, to vices prevalent in the heathen world. 
IIopvela-" fornication," a sin which had eaten deep into the 
Gentile world (Acts xv. 20, 29)-,cal a,ca0apula-'' and 
W1cleanness "-?riio-a-in evei·y form and aspect of it. IIi\€0-
11£Ela is not jnsatiable lust, as many maintain, but " covetous
ness." See iv. 19. The word was the matter of a sharp. 
encounter between Heinsius (Eurcitat. &c. 467) and Sal
masiua (lJe Frenere Tmptzitico, 121), the latter inflicting on 
the former a castigation of characteristic severity, because he 
held that 7ri\,,sw~la denoted inordinate concupiscence. The 
apostle uses the noun in Col. iii. 5, and in all other passages 
it denotes avaricious greed. Luke xii. 15; Rom. i. 29; 2 Cor. 
ix. 5. And it is joined to these preceding words, as it springs 
from the same selfishness, and is but a different form of devel
opment from the same unholy root. It is a dreadful scourge 
-smua cupido, as the Latin satirist names it. More and 
more yet, as the word denotes ; more may be possessed, but 
more is still desired, without limit or termination. Yet Cony-' 
beare. affirms that 7rA€ovef{a, in the meaning of covetoUBiless 
'' yields no intelligible sense." But as De W ette and Meyer 
remark, the disjunctive 1j shows it to belong to a different 
class of vices from those just mentioned. It is greed, avarice, 
uneonquerable love of appropriation, morbid lust of acquisition, 
carrying in itself a violation of almost every precept of the 
decalogue. See Harris' Mammon. As for each of those sins-

JiRIC€ ovoµ,aJ;1.a0ro ev ilµ,'iv-" let it not be even named among 
you." M71Se-" not even." Mark ii. 2; 1 Cor. v. 11 ; Hero
dotus, i. 138--,rottfotv OVIC lfean, TavTa ov<>e Xl1yeiv l~CTTtV. 

Not only were these sins to be avoided in fact, but to be 
shunned in their very name. Their absence should be so 
universal, that there should be no occasion to refer to them, 
or make any mention of them. Indelicate allusion to such 
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sins shoyld not soil Christian lips. For the apostle assigns a 
reason-

1'a0ror; 7rp€7r€t wyloir;-" as becometh saints." Were the 
apostle to say, Let despondency be banished, he might add, as 
becometh believers, or, Let enmity be suppressed, he might 
subjoin, as becometh brethren ; but he pointedly says in this 
place," as becometh saints." "Saints" are not a higher class 
of Christians who possess a rare and transcendental morality 
-all genuine believers are " saints." See under i. 1. The 
inconsistency is marked and degrading between the purity 
and self-consecration of the Christian life and indulgence in 
or the naming of those sensual and selfish gratifications. " Let 
their memorial perish with them." 

(Ver. 4.) Kal al<T')(POTrJ<;-" And filthiness "-immundi'ti'a, 
Vulgate. Some MSS., such as A,D1,E1,F,G,readij ala-xpoTrJ<;, · 
and there are other variations which need not be noted. 
Tischendorf retains the Textus Receptus on the authority 
of B, D3, G2, K; L, and almost all MSS. · Some, such as 
CEcumenius, imitated by Olshausen, Riickert, Meier, and 
Baumgarten-Crusius, regard, without foundation, al<r')(POTrJ<; as 
equivalent to ala-XPoXo"'f{a. Col. iii. 8. Ala-x,poTrJTor; "'feµova-av 
T~V yvx~v €Z8€v-Plato, Gorg.,- Op. vol. ii. p. 366, ed. Bekker. 
The noun denotes indecency, obscenity, or wantonness; what
ever, not merely in speech but in anything, is opposed to 
purity. 

,cat, µ,<,JpoXO"'f{a-" and foolish talking." The MSS. just 
quoted insert ij before this noun too, but 1'a{ is found in the 
majority, and in those already named. Not mere gossip or 
tattle, but speech wretched in itself and offensive to Christian 
decency and sobriety is condemned. The noun occurs only 
here, but we have not only the Latin compound stultiloquium 
in Plautus (Miles Gloriosus, ii. 3, 25, the scene of which 
drama is laid out at Ephesus), but also the Latin form moro
logus in the same dramatist. Persa, i. 1, 50. The Emperor 
Hadrian, in his well-known address to his departing spirit, 
ends the melancholy ode with these words-

" N ec, ut soles, dabis jocos." 

'l'he term may look back to iv. 29, and is, as Trench says, the 
talk of fools, which is folly and sin together. Bynon. § 34. 
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;, eirrpa1re'Xla-"or jesting"-thedisjunctive being employed. 
This noun is a liwa~ AE"'foµevov as well as the preceding. It 
denotes urbanity-urbanitas-and as its derivation implies, 
d . f • d. ,, .. '0' e.xter1ty o turning a 1scourse-r.apa ro ev rpe7reu at rov 
">i.oryov; then wit or humour; and lastly deceptive speech, so 
formed that the speaker easily contrives to wriggle out of its 
meaning or engagements. Josephus, .Antiq. xii. 4, 3; Thucyd. 
ii. 41 ; Plato, Pol. viii. 563 ; Arist. Ethic. Nicom. iv. 8 ; 
Pindar, Pytlda, Carmen i. 176, iv. 186; Cicero, Ep. ad Div. 
vii. 32, Opera, p. 716, ed. Nobbe, 1850. It is defined in the 
Etymologicon Magnum-->j µropo">i.oryta, ,covcp6rn,;, &,7raioevu{a 
-levity, or grossness. Chrysostom's amplified definition is
o 1roi,cC>.o,;, o '1T'aVToSar.6,;, a &ciraKTo<;, o eu,co}.o,;, o 7ra;vra ryiv6-
µ,evo,;-" the man called €UTpa7re).o,; is the man who is ver
satile, of all complexions, the restless one, the fickle one, the 
man who is everything or anything." Jerome also says of it 
-vel urbana verba, vel 'l'Usti·ca, vel turpia, vel faceta. It is here 
used evidently in a bad sense, almost equivalent to /3roµ6">i.OJ<,o,; 1 

from which Aristotle distinguishes it, and denotes that ribaldry, 
studied artifice, and polite equivoque, which are worse in many 
cases than open foulness of tongue. The distinction which 
Jerome makes between µropo">i.ory{a and evTpa7re).{a is indicated 
by the Latin terms, stultiloquium and scwrrilitas. Pleasantry 
of every sort is not condemned by the apostle. He seems to 
refer to wit in connection with lewdness-double entendre. See 
Trench on the history of the word. Bynon.§ 34. The vices 
here mentioned are severely reprobated by Clement in the 
sixth chapter of the second book of his ITaioaryroryo,;. Allusions 
to such "jestings" are not unfrequent in the classics. Even 
the author of the " Ars Anioris" pleads with Augustus, that 
his writings are not so bad as others referred to-

"Quid si scripsissem Mimos obscoooa jocaotes, 
Qui vetiti semper crimeo amoris habeot, &c. 

ra ovJC aV1JKovm-" which are not becoming things"
in opposition to the concluding clause in the previous verse. 
Another reading-& ov" avij,cev-is supported by A, B, and 
C, while Chrysostom and Theodoret, following the reading in 
Rom. i. 28, read Tit µ~ ,ca01,covra-but wrongly ; for here 
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the apostle refers to an objective reality. Winer,§ 55, 5, Butt
mann, Gram. des Neutest. Sprach. § 148, 7. Suidas defines 
avij,oov by 7rp€7rov, The V ulgate confines the connection of 
this clause to the term immediately preceding-scurrilitas quro 
ad rem non pertinet. All the three vices-but certainly, from 
the contrast in the following clause, the two previous ones
may be included. Such sins of the tongue are to· be super
seded by thanksgiving-1 

a",\,M p,a'J,,,",\,ov euxapurrta, "but rather giving of thanks." 
There is a meaning which may attach to evxapurrla, which is 
plausible, but appears to be wholly contrary to Pauline usage. 
It signifies, in the opinion of some, pleasant and grateful dis
course, as opposed to that foolish and indecorous levity which 
the apostle condemns. Jerome says-Forsitan igitur grat-ia
rum actio in hoe loco non ista nominata juxta quam gratias 
agimus Deo, sed J1txta qu.am _qrati, sive gratiosi et salsi apud 
homines appellainur. So Clement of Alexandria-xapiev
-rurreov re au ryeXwTo7rovrJTeov. This opinion has been followed 
by Calvin, Cajetan, Heinsius, Salmasius, Hammond, Semler, 
Michaelis, Meier, and by Wahl, Wilke, and Bretschneider. 

1 Fergusson says, " honest and sometimes piercing ironies were used by holy men 
in scriptures." One of 1.he best descriptions of wit ever written is that of Barrow, 
in his se1·mon on this text. " It is," he says, "indeed a thing so versatile and 
multiform, appearing in so many shapes, so many postures, so many garbs, so vari
ously apprehended by several eyei and j udgments, that it seemeth no less hard to 
settle a clear and certain notion thereof, than to make a portrait of Proteus, or to 
define the figure of tbe fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth in pat allusion to a known 
story, or in seasonable application of a trivial saying, or in forging an apposite 
tale: sometimes it phyeth in words and phrases, taking advantage from the ambi
guity of their sense, or the affinity of 1.hdr sound: sotll<ltimes it is wrapped in a 
dress of humorous expression: sometimes it lurketh under an odd similitude; some
times it is lodged in a sly question, in a smart answer, in a quirkish reallon, in a 
shrewd intimation, in cunningly diverting or cleverly retorting an objection: some
times it is couched in a bold scheme of speech, in a tart irony, in a lusty hyperbole, 
in a startling metaphor, in a plausible reconciling of contradictions, or in acute 
nonsense: sometimes a scenical representation of persons or things, a counterfeit 
speech, a mimical look or gesture passeth for it: sometimes an affected simplicity, 
sometimes a presumptuous bluntness giveth it being: sometimes it riseth from a 
lucky hitting upon what is strange, sometimes from a crafty wresting obvious matter 
to the purpose: often it consisteth in one knows not what, and springeth up one 
can hardly tell how. Its ways are unaccountable and inexplicable, being answer
able to the numberless rovings of fancy and windings of language."-Works, vol. i. • 
p. 131. Edin. 1841, 
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However consonant to the context this interpretation may 
appear, it cannot be sustained by any analogies. Such exam
ples as ,yuvi/ xapt-ror; or "IVV'iJ eilxaptG'TO<; belong _not to '!f e~ 
Testament usage. We therefore prefer the ordmary s1gm
fication, "thanksgiving," and it is co~trary to sound her
meneutical discipline on the part of Bulhnger, Musculus, and 
Zanchius, to take the term in both acceptations. The verb 
usually supplied is eG"-rco-" but let there be rather thanks
giving." Examples of such brachiology are numerous. 
Kiihner, ii. § 852, i. , Jelf, § 895; 'Winer, § 66, 1, 2. But 
why may not ovoµaf;eG"0co still guide the construction ? "Rather 
let thanksgiving be named"-let there be vocal expression to 
your grateful emotions. Bengel, justified by Stier, supplies 
a'll1]tm, which is not a probable supplement. For the apostolic 
idea of the duty of thanksgiving, the reader may compare 
v. 20; Col. ii. 7, iv. 2; 1 Thess. v. 18. 'l'he Christian life is 
one of continuous reception, which should prompt to continu
ous praise. Were this the ruling emotion, an effectual check 
i,hould be given to such sins of the tongue as are here 
condemned. 

(Ver. 5.) Tov-ro ryap rG'T€ "/tVWG'ICOVTE<;, "For this ye know
being as you are aware." Winer, § 45, 8. I'&p states a 
reason, and an awful and solemn one it is. For the EG'TE of the 
Textns Receptus, found in D 3, E, H, L, and the Syriac, f<I"TE 

is now generally acknowledged to be the genuine reading, as 
having the preponderance of authority, as A, B, D1, F, G, 
the Vulgate (scitote 1"ntelligerttes), Coptic, and several of the 
Fathers. "IG"TE 71;pwuK011Ter; is a peculiar construction, and 
is not wholly identical with the Hebrew usage of connecting 
two parts of the same Hebrew verb together, or with the 
similar usage in Greek. Kuhner, 675, 3; J elf,§ 708, 3. The 
instances adduced from the Septuagint, Gen. xv. 13-rytvwG"
Kcov "f1'6J<r[J, and J er. xlii. 19 1-,yvoVTe.- "tJJ6JueG"0e, are there
fore not in point, as fu7e is the second person plural of o'loa. 
We take the phrase to be in the indicative-as is done by 
Calvin, Harless, Meyer, and De Wette, for the appeal in the 
-participle is to a matter of fact-and not in the imperative, as 
is found in the Vulgate, and is thought by Estius, Bengel, 

1 In Jer. :xlii. 19, Theodotion reads-;,.,..""~"""''· 
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Ruckert, Matthies, and Stier. Wickliffe renders-" Wite ye 
this and vndirstonde" (see under verse 3). Ye know-

on 7TU,<j 7ropvo,, ~ cucd0ap-ror;, ~ 7TA€0V€ICTrJ<;, or; Jcrnv eloroXo
Xa-r/Y'lr;-" that every whoremonger or unclean person, or 
covetous man who is an idolater." Col. iii. 5. Il}..eovt.1CT17r; 

is explained under the preceding verse. See under iv. 19. 
The d1fferences of reading are these :-Griesbach, Lach
mann, and Alford read o after B and Jerome who has quod. 
Other MSS., such as F, G, have eioroMM-rpela, which read
ing is found in the Vulgate, Cyprian, and Ambrosiaster. 
The first reading, found in A, D, E, K, L, the Syriac, and 
Coptic, seems to be the correct one-the others are merely 
·emendations. Harless, Meier, von Gerlach, and Stier suppose 
the relative to refer to the three antecedents. Harless can 
adduce no reason for this opinion save his own view of -the 
meaning of 7TA.eovegta. As in Col. iii. 5, the apostle particu.: 
larizes covetousness as idolatry. W etstein and Schoettgen 
adduce rabbinical citations in proof that some sins were named 
by the Jews idolatry, but to little purpose in the present 
instance. The covetous man makes a god of his possessions, 
and offers to them the entire homage of his heart. That world 
of which the love and worship fill his nature, is his god, for 
whose sake he rises up early and sits up late. The phmse is 
not to be diluted into this-" who is bad as an heathen," as 
in the loose paraphrase of Barlee-but it means, that the 
covetous man deifying the world rejects the true Jehovah. 
Job viii. 13 ; Matt. vi. 24. Every one of them-

ov,c ifxe£ tcXrJp1Jvoµlav-" has no inheritance," and shall or 
can have none; the present stating a fact, or law unalterably 
determined. Winer, § 40, 2. Ilar; . . . ou,c. Winer, § 26; 
see under iv. 29-and for KA-rJpovoµta, see under i. 11 ; iii. 6. 
And the very name of the inheritance vindicates this exclu
sion; for it is-

Jv TV /3acriM{q, TOV Xptcr-rov ,cat ®eov-" in the kingdom of 
Christ and God." Phil. iii. 19. F and G read elr; -ri)v {3acri}..e/.av 
-rov ®eoiJ ,cai Xp{cr-roiJ-an evident emendation. The geni
tive Xpicr-rov, has its analogy in the expresijons used l\.fatt. 
xvi. 28 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 18. /3acri}..e[a and e,c,c),.,ricr{a have been 
sometimes distinguished, as if the first referred to the church 
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in heaven and the other to the church on earth, while others 
' reverse this opinion. U steri, Paulin. Lehrbeg. 352; Koppe, 

&cursus L ad Thessalon. But such a distinction cannot be 
sustained. f]aui)l,,E{a is used with perfect propriety here ; 
e,c,cX'T}um is the church called and collected together, into 
which one of these bad characters may intrude himself; bnt 
f]autXEla is the kingdom under the special jurisdiction of its 
Kirig, and no one can or dare enter without His sanction; 
for it is, as Origen calls it, 7rOAl<; €Vvoµovµ,€v'TJ, That king
dom which begins here, but is fully developed in the heavens, 
is that of Christ and God, the second noun wanting the article. 
Winer, § 19, 4. We do not apprehend that the apostle means 
to identify Christ and God, though the latter noun wants the 
article. Though Christ is possessed of Divinity, yet He is 
distinct from God. Jerome, indeed, says-ipsum Deum et 
Christum intelligamus . . . ubi autem Deus est, tarn Pater quam 
Filius intelligi potest. Such is the general view of Beza, Zan~ 
chins, Glassius, Bengel, Ruckert, Harless, Hodge, and Middle
ton. Others, such as Meyer, Stier, Olshausen, and Eilicott, 
suppose the apostle to mean that the kingdom of Christ is 
also the kingdom of God-" in the kingdom which is Christ's 
and God's." ®€or; often wants the article, and the use of it 
here would have seemed to deny the real Divinity of Christ. 
Christ is called God in other places of Paul's writings; but 
the idea here is, that the inheritance is common to Christ and 
God. The identity of the kingdom is the principal thought, 
and the apostle does not formally say~,cal. ry Tov ®Eov, as 
such phraseology might imply that there were two kingdoms ; 
nor, as Stier remarks, does he even say-Tov ®€ov, as he wishes 
to show the close connection, or place both nouns in a single 
conception. Bishop Middleton's canon does not therefore 
apply, whatever may be thought of its application to such 
passages as Titus ii. 13; 2 Peter i. 1; Jude 4, in all of which 
the pronoun ~µrov is inserted, while in two of them ucoT~p is 
an attributive, and in one of them ocu7roT'r}'? has a similar 
meaning. ®coil appears to be added, not merely to exhibit 
the authority by which the exclusion of selfish and covetous 
men is warranted, but principally to show the righteous doom 

· of the idolater who has chosen a different deity. It is base-
2 C · 
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le8S to say, with Grotius, Vatablus, Gerhardt, Moldenhauer, 
and Baumgarten, that Christ's kingdom exists on earth and 
God's in heaven, The kingdom is named Christ's inasmuch 
as He secures it, prepares it, holds it for us, and at length 
conveys us to it; and it is God's as it is His originally, and 
would have remained His though Christ had never come ; 
for He is in Christ, and Christ's mediation is only the work
ing out of His gracious purposes-God having committed the 
administration of this kingdom into His hands. Into Christ's 
kingdom the fornicator and sensualist cannot come; for, nn
sanctified and unprepared, they arc not susceptible of its 
spiritual enjoyments, and are filled with antipathy to its 
unfleshly occupations; and specially into God's kingdom "the 
covetous man, who is an idolater," cannot come, for that God 
is not his god, and disowning the God of the kingdom, he is 
self-excluded. As his treasure is not there, so neither there 
could his heart find satisfaction and repose. 

(Ver. 6.) M'l]Sd,;- vµ,as t:i-iranhro K€l/0~<;' A,O"fdi,;--" Let no one 
deceive you with vain words." Whatever apologies were 
made for such sensual indulgences were vain words, or soph
istry-words without truth, pernicious in their tendency, and 
tending to mislead. See examples from Kypke in loc; Septua
gint-Exod. v. 9; Hos. xii. 1. The Gothic reads-uslusto, 
concupiscat. It is a refinement on the part of Olshausen to 
refer such opinions to antinomian teachers, and on that of 
Meier to confine them to heathen philosophers. Harless 
admits that the precise class of persons referred to by the 
apostle cannot now be defined ; but we agree with Meyer 
in the idea, that they appear to be their heathen_neighbours; 
for they were not to associate with them (ver. 7), and they 
were to remember that their present profession placed them 
in a state of perfect separation from old habits and confede
rates (ver. 8). Such vices have not wanted apologists in 
every age. The language of Bullinger, quoted also by Har
less, has a peculiar power and terseness-Erant apu.d Ephesios 
homines corrupti, ut hodie apud nos plurirni sunt, qui hmc salu
taria Dei prmcepta cachinno excipientes obstrepunt: hurnanum 
esse quod faciant arna_tores, utile quod fa!neratores, facetu.m quod 
ioculatores, et iccirco Deum non usque adeo graviter anim-
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advertere in istiusrnodi lapsus.1 

guard~ 
They were to be on their 

oia TaUTa ryap gPX€Ta£ iJ opry~ TOU ®eou €71'£ 7018 vto6<; Tijc; 
a7ret0etac;-" for because of these things cometh the wrath of 
God on the sons of disobedience." The phrase oia Tau-ra, 
emphatic in position, refers not to the "vain words," but more 
naturally to the vices specified-" on account of these sins." 
Col. iii. 6. The Greek commentators, followed by Stier, 
combine both opinions, but without any necessity. The noun 
stands between two warnings against certain classes of sin and 
sinners, and naturally refers to them by mu-ra. 'Opry'I] has 
been illustrated, and so has viol a7rei0€{ac;, under ii. 2, 3. 
Suicer, su,b voce. Many, such as Meyer, restrict the mani
festation of the divine anger to the other world. His argu-

1 Whitby says too-" That the Ephesians stood in need of these instructions we 
learn from Democritus Ephesius, who, speaking of the temple of the Ephesian Diana, 
hath much ,.,e) T•< xJ.,li;;, ,,,1,T;;;,_, of the softness and luxury of the Ephesians;' and 
from Euacles in his book de Ephesiacis, who saith-,, 'E~'"o/ hgJo ilige"""!f,., i.,-,./gq,, 
'A1eooiT~-• In Ephesus they built temples to Venus, the mistress of the whores;' 
and from Strabo, who informs us that 'in their ancient temples there were old 
images, but in their new, ""''"'" igi,oo-vile works were done.' (Lib. xiv. p. 640.) 
Among the heathens, simple fornication was held a thing indifferent; the laws 
allowed and provided for it in many nations; whence the grave Epictetns counsels 
his scholars, 'only to whore-.,, ••1-"P-" 1,,,T,-according to law;' and in all places 
they connived at it. 'He that blames young men for their meretricious amours,' 
saith Cicero, ' does what is repugnant to the customs and concessions of our ances
tors, for when was not this done? when was it not permitted?' This was suitable 
both to the principles and practices of many of their grave philosophers, especially 
of the Stoics, who held it 'lawful for others to use whores, and for them to get 
their foing by such practices.' Hence even in the eh urch of Corinth some had 
taught this doctrine." 

"Prenons garde snrtont a /'avarice. Elle ne s'annonce pas sous des dehors 
aussi d(,goutants que l'impudicite et la fornication; on la degnise sous de beaux 
noms, tels que ceux d'economie severe, d'esprit d'ordre, de prevoyance OU de sagesse, 
et, par ce moyen, elle ctablit plus facilemcnt son empire sur le cceur des hommes. 
Mais considerons attentivement la qualification que lui donne ici saint Paul. 11 
declare qu'elle est ,me idolatrie. Qu'imvorte, en effet, qu'on n'adore pas des idoles 
d'or et d'argent, comme les paYens, si l'on adore I'or et l'argent eux-memes, si ce sont 
eux que l'on recherche pardessns tout, si l'on met son bonheur ales posseder et si 
c'est en eux que l'on espere? IIelas ! la grande idole du siecle est encore la statue 
d'or, comme du temps de NGbucadnezar; c'est vers sa figore eblouissante que s& 
tournent Jes regards et les cceurs des peuples, et c'est d'elle que l'on attend la joie et 
la delivrance."-Gauthcy, Medit~tions stir l'Epitre de S. Paul au.:c EpluJsiens, p. 124. 

Paris, 1852. 
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ment is, that OP"fTJ 0eov is in contrast with /3afJ'i'Aela .0eov. 
Granted, but we find the verb ilxet in the present tense, as 
indicating a present exclusion-an exclusion which, though 
specially to be felt in the future, was yet ordained when the 

. apostle wrote. So this anger, though it is to be signally 
poured out at the Second Coming, is descending at this very 
time-e'pxeTat. It is thus, on the other hand, too narrow a 
view of Calvin, Meier, and Baumgarten-Crusius, to confine 
this opryi] to the present life. It begins here-the dark cloud 
pours out a few drops, but does not discharge all its terrible 
contents. Such sins especially incur it, and such sinners 
receive in themselves "that recompense of their error which 
is meet." Rom. i. 27. The wrath of God is also poured out 
on impenitent offenders in the other world. Rev. xxi. 8. 

(Ver. 7.) M~ ovvrytvefJ'0e fJ'VVµhoxoi avTwv-"Become not 
then partakers with them." The spelling fJ'vvµ,froxoi has the 
authority of A, B1, D1, F, G; see also under iii. 6. The mean
ing is not, as Koppe paraphrases, "Take care lest their fate 
befall you," but, " become not partakers with them in their 
sins;" ver. 11. Do not through any temptation fall into their 
wicked courses. Ovv is collective: because they are addicted 
to those sins on which divine judgment now falls, and con
tinued indulgence in which bars a man out of heaven-become 
not ye their associates. 

(Ver. 8.) .. HTe ryap 7TOTe fJ'JCoTor;-" For ye were once dark
ness." As Chrysostom says, he reminds them rryr; 7rpo
Tepar; JCaJCtar;. I'ap introduces a special reason for an entire 
separation between the church and the Gentile world. Their 
past and present state were in perfect contrast-~Te 7TOTE 
uJCoTor;-" ye were once darkness-~Te-emphatic ;" and 
deeds of darkness were in harmony with such a state. tKoTor; 
is the abstract-darkness itself-employed to intensify the 
idea expressed. See iv. 18. Darkness is the emblem and 
region of ignorance and depravity, and in such a miserable 
condition they were " once." But that state was over-" the 
day-spring from on high" had visited them-

vuv OE <f,ror; ev Kvpt~" but now ye are light in the Lord." 
No µ,Ev precedes, as the first clause is of an absolute nature. 
Klotz ad Devarius, vol. ii. p. 356. ~J is adversative, "now" 
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being opposed to " once." Chrysostom says-lvvoijo-aV'TE>' 
T£ ?JTe 71"0T€ vµe'is Kat T£ "f€VOVaT€ vvv. <:Pw-;, an abstract noun 
also is the image of knowledge and purity. See under i. 18. 
Th:ir condition being so thoroughly changed, their conduct 
was to be in harmony with such a transformation. 'Ev Kvplp 
-" in fellowship with the Lord;" and light can be enjoyed 
in no other element. The phrase is never to be diluted as 
is done by Fritzsche in his allusion to similar phrases. Com
ment. ad. Roman. viii. 4. 1 John i. 5, 6, 7. For Kvpto>' as 
applied to Christ, see i. 2, 3. Such being the case, there fol
lows the imperative injunction-

©-; TEKva cproTiJ-; 7rept7raTevre-" walk as children of light." 
There needs no formal ovv to introduce the inference, it makes 
itself so apparent, and is all the more forcible from the want 
of the particle. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 16. Tio-; is often used in a 
similar connection. See TEKvov under ii. 3. The genitive is 
one of source, and neither noun has the article. Middleton, 
Gr. Art., p. 49. Luke x. 6, xvi. 8; John xii. 36; 1 Thess. v. 5. 
Negatively they were not to be partakers; but neutrality is 
not sufficient-positively they were to walk as children of the 
light. "As children of light" they were to show by their 
conduct that they loved it, enjoyed it, and reflected its lustre. 
'l'heir comse of conduct ought to prove that they hated the 
previous darkness, that they were content with no ambiguous 
twilight, but lived and acted in the full splendour of the Sun 
of Righteousness, hating the secret and unfruitful deeds of 
darkness referred to in the following context. IIepmaTetTe, 
under ii. 2. First, the apostle has referred to love as an 
element of Christian walk, vers. 1 and 2 ; and now he refers 
to light as an element of the same walk ; different aspects of 
the same spiritual purity; love, and not angry and vengeful 
passions; light, and not dark and unnameable deeds. 

(Ver. 9.) This verse is a parenthesis, illustrative and con
firmatory of the previous clause. 

'O 7ap Kap7riJ,; ToiJ c:f,roTiJc;-" For the fruit of the light." 
Instead of cpr,JTo-; the Textus Receptus has IIvevµaTD-;. For 
cf,roTIJ>' we have the authority of A, B, D, E1, F, G, and the 
Vulgate; whil~ the Stephanie text is found in D3, E2, K, L, 
the majority of MSS., in the Syriac too, and in two of the 
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Greek commentators. Internal evidence here can have but 
little weight. One may say that cfJC,n-oc, was inserted in room 
of IIvevµ,a'TO',, to give correspondence with the cpwc, of the 
preceding verse; or one may say, on the other hand, that 
ITvevµ,aToc; supplanted cpomk from a reminiscence of Gal. v. 22. 
The particle ry&p is used here, as often, to introduce, a paren
thetic confirmation. The verse not only explains what is 
meant by walking as children of light, but really holds out 
an inducement to the duty. "The fruit is"-

ev ;.aa-y wya00JUVV'[}-" in all goodness." We cannot say, 
with so many expositors, that ea--n being supplied, the mean
ing is-the fruit of the Spirit is in, that is-ponitur-consists 
in, all goodness, &c. In that case, the simple nominative 
might have been employed. We understand the apostle to 
mean, that the fruit is always associated with goodness as 
its element or sphere. Winer, § 47 2 a. These qualities 
uniformly characterize its fruits. No one will assent to the 
unscholarly remark of Kuttner, that the three following nouns 
are merely synonymous. 'Arya00Ja-vv17 does not signify bene
ficence, properly so called, but that moral excellence which 
springs from religious principle (Gal. v. 22; Rom. xv. 14), and 
leads to kindness, generosity, or goodness. It hem may stand 
opposed to the dark and malignant passions which the apostle 
has been reprobating-JCaJC{a. 

JCat OtJCawa-tivv-" and righteousness." This is integrity or 
moral rectitude (Rom. vi. 13; 1 Tim. vi. 11), and is in con
trast not only with the theft and covetousness already con
demned, but with all defective sense of obligation, for it rules 
itself by the divine law, and in every relation of life strives 
to be as it ought to be-and is opposed to aSiJCta. For the 
spelling of this and the preceding noun, see Etymol. Mag. 
sub voce UJCawc,. See under iv. 24. 

JCai a)vYJ0dq,-" and truth." Truth stands opposed to in
sincerity and dissimulation-,f,eDooc;. These three ethical 
terms characterize Christian duty. We cannot agree with 
Baumgarten-Crusius, who thus distinguishes the three nouns : 
the first as alluding to what is internal, the second as pertain
ing to human relations, and the thi1·d as having reference to 
God. For the good, the right, and the true, distinguish that 
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fruit which is produced out of, or belongs to, the condition 
which is called "light in the Lord," and are always distinctive 
elements of the virtues which adorn Christianity. 

(Ver. 10.) 801Ctµaf;ovn,<; 7{ E<TTW €uap€<TTOV Tep Kvptq>
" Proving what is well-pleasing to the Lord." Rom. xii. 2; 
Phil. i. 10 ; 1 Thess. v. 21. The participle agrees with the 
previous verb 7r€pt7raT€£T€, as a predicate of mode, and so 
used in its ordinary sense-trying-proving. Phil.i. 10. As 
they walked, they were to be examining or distinguishing 
what is pleasing to the Lord. Evape<rTov-" well-pleasing"
what the Lord has enjoined and therefore approves. The 
obedience of Christians is not prompted by traditionary or 
unthinking acquiescence, but is founded on clear and discri
minative perception of the law and the will of' Christ. And 
that obedience is accepted not because it pleases them to offer 
it, but because the Lord hath exacted it. The believer is not 
to prove and discover what suits himself, but what pleases his 
Divine Master. The one point of his ethical investigation is, 
Is it pleasing to the Lord, or in harmony with His law and 
example? This faculty belongs, as Theophylact says, to the 
perfect-Troll T€/\,€{wv €<TTL TWV teplV€W ovvaµevwv. 

(V 11 ) K \ ' ~ ~ ,, ~ ' / er. . at µ1') <TVVICOWWV€lT€ 'TOl', ep,yot', 'TOl', aKap7rDl', 
7DV <TteoTov<;-" And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness." The spelling <ruvteoivwvE'iTE is found in 
A, B1, D1, F, G, L, and the reason for preferring it is given 
by Tischendorf, with many examples, in his Prolegomena, page 
xlvii. Ka{ connects this clause with 7r€pt7raT€£T€. Phil. 
iv. 14; Rev. xviii. 4. 'Ateap7ro<; is plainly in contrast with 
Kap7TO', in ver. 9. These ep,ya have no good fruits-their only 
fruit, as 'l'heophylact says, is death and shame. See the con
trast between l!p,ya and 1Cap7ro', in Gal. v. 19, 22. i/CoTO', has 
been explained under the 8th verse. This admonition is 
much the same as that contained in the 7th verse. Rom. vi. 21, 
viii. 12; Gal. vi. 8. A line of broad demarcation was to 
separate the church from the world; and not only was there 
to be no participation and no connivance, but there was in 
addition to be rebuke-

µ,ali.,Aov 8€ /Cat EA€"fX€7€, MaAADV oe Kat-" yea, much 
more "-or better, 11 but rather even "-a formula which gives 
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special intensity to the antithesis. Fritzsche, ad. Rom. viii. 34 ; 
Hartung, i. 134; Gal. iv. 9. It was a duty to have nothing 
to do with the deeds of darkness ; but it was a far higher 
obligation to reprimand them. There was to be not simply 
negative separation, but positive rebuke-not by the contrast 
of their own purity, but by formal and solemn reproof. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 24; 2 'l'im. iv. 2 ; Xen. Symp. vi.ii. 43. 

(Ver. 12.) Ta ryap iCpvcpfj rytv6µeva inr' avTWV aluxp6v E<TTW 
Ka£ 1-J."/ew-" for the things in secret done by them it is 
shameful even to speak of." Such a use of Kai discursive is 
explained in Hartung, vol. i. 136, and more fully by Klotz 
ad Devarius, vol. ii. 633, &c. The adverb Kpvcpfj occurs only 
here, and according to some should be written Kpvcpfj, with 
iota subscribed. Ellendt, Lex. Soph. sub voce; Passow, sub 
voce. Deut. xxviii. 57 ; Wisdom xviii. 9. The connection 
of this verse with the preceding has led to no little dispute:-
1. Baumgarten-Crusius regards it as a hyperbole of indigna
tion, and easily evades the difficulty. 2. Koppe and Rilckert 
give "/dp the sense of "although," as if the apostle meant to 
say-Rebuke these sins, even though you should blush to 
mention them. But "/tip cannot bear such a meaning. 3. 
Von Gerlach fills in such a supplement as this-It is a shame 
even to speak of their secret sins, yet that should not keep us 
from exposing and rebuking them. 4. On the other hand, 
Bengel, Baumgarten, and Matthies, preceded, it would seem, 
by (Ecumenius, take the clause as giving a reason why the 
deeds of darkness are not specified like the fruit of the light : 
" Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness ; 
I pause not to name them-it is a shame to mention them." 
But such sentimental qualms did not trouble the apostle, as 
may be seen from many portions of his writings. Rom. i. 
24-32.; 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10 ; Gal. v. 19~21 ; 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. 
This opinion also identifies " deeds of darkness" with " the 
things done of them in secret." Now such an opinion cannot 
be sustained, as it changes the meaning of <rKOToc; from a 
moral into a material sense. It is used in a moral sense in 
ver. 8, and we know that many of the sins of this darkness 
were not committed in secret, but were open and public vices. 
5. The opinions of Meier and Holzhausen are somewhat allied. 
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Meier's notion is, that AE"/€tv means to speak in a loose and 
indecorous way, and he supposes the apostle to say, "Rebuke 
these sins openly, for it is a shame to make mention of them 
in any other way than that of reproof;" or as Alford says
" Your connection with them must only be that which the act 
of €,\,E7~t~ ·necessitates." 6. Holzhauscn imagines that in the 
phrase Td. Kpv<pi] rywoµEva there is reference to the heathen 
mysteries, and that the apostle warns Christians not to unveil 
even in speech their hideous sensualities. But both interpre
tations give an emphatic and unwanted meaning to the clause. 
Nor is there the remotest proof that the so-called mysteries 
are referred to. 7. Stier's idea, which is that of Photius, 
Theophylact, and Erasmus, is, that E11hyxew cannot mean 
verbal reproof, for this verse would forbid it-it being a 
shame to speak of those secret sins-but that it signifies 
reproof conveyed in the form of a consistent life of light. 
Matt. v. 16; Phil. iv. 15. "The only rebuke you can give 
must be in the holy contrast of your own conduct, for to 
speak of their secret vices is a shame." Such is virtually 
also the exegesis of Bloomfield and Peile. But that e'J,..hyxw 
signifies other than verbal rebuke, cannot be proved. Where 
the verb may be rendered "convince "-as in 1 Cor. xiv. 24; 
James ii. 9-language is supposed to be the medium of 
conviction. The word, in John iii. 20, has the sense of 
-" exposed," but such a sense would not well suit the 
exegesis of Stier. This exposition thus requires more sup
plementary ideas than sound interpretation will warrant. 8. 
Anselm, Piscator, Zanchius, Flatt, and Harless take the verse 
not in connection with e11hyxeTe, but with avy,cowwvEhe, that 
is-" Have no fellowship with such deeds, for it is a shame 
even to speak of them, surely much more to do them." This 
opinion identifies too strongly eprya aKoTovr; with Td. KpvcpiJ 
rywoµeva-the latter being a special class of the former. 
Lastly, Musculus, De Wette, Meyer, and Olshausen, connect 
the verse immediately with µaAAOV Se Kal €"-€'YX€7'€-the 
meaning being, "By all means reprove them, and there is the 
more need of it, for it is a shame even to speak of their secret 
sins." This connection is on the whole the simplest, and 
follows, we think, most naturally the order of thought and 
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earnest admonition. That these "things done in secret" have 
any reference to the foul orgies of the heathen mysteries, is a 
position that cannot be proved, though it has been advanced 
by Grotius, Elsner, Wolf, Michaelis, Holzhausen, Macknight, 
and Whitby. But there were in heathendom forms_ of sins so 
base and bestial, that they shunned the light and courted 
secrecy. 

{Ver. 13.) T.i Se 7T"<ivw EA.eyx6µEva, v7ro Tov qiroTo'> <Jiave
povTai-" But all those things being reproved, are by the 
light made manifest." This verse shows why Christians 
should engage in the work of reproof-it is so salutary: for 
it exhibits such vices in all their odious debasement, and 
proves its own purity and lustre in the very exposure. Many 
and varied have been the interpretations of this statement. 
Olshausen remarks, that the words have gnomenartige Kiirze. 
We take Ta De 7T"UVTa as referring to the 'Tlt Kpv<pr, ryw6µeva, 
and not, as Rtickert does-in a general sense, or all things 
generally. Jerome thus understands it-haud dubie quin ea 
qum occulte fiunt. ~J has its adversative force-they are done 
in secret, but they may and ought to be exposed. The apostle 
bids them reprove those sins, and he here states the result. 
Reprove them, and the effect is," all these sins being so reproved, 
are made manifest by the light." Storr in his Dissertati'ones 
Exegeticw, and Kuinoel-in a paper on this verse printed in the 
third volume of the Oommentationes Theologicm of Velthusen, 
Kuinoel and Ruperti-needlessly argue that the neuter here 
stands for the masculine. Kuinoel's view is, "all who are 
reproved and amended ought to be Teproved and amended by 
a man who is a genuine and consistent Christian. He who 
engages in this work of instruction is light-is a son of the 
light-is a true Christian.'' Such a violent interpretation 
cannot be received. 

But with which of the terms should V7T"d Tov qiroT6-. be asso
ciated? 1. De W ette, Crocius, Bloomfield, and Peilc, join 
them to the participle e'i\eryx6µeva-all " these reproved by 
the light." Our objection to this connection is, that qiw-. 
agrees more naturally with <Jiavepovrni-the idea being homo
geneous, for light is the agent which reveals. De Wette's 
objection, that rebuke is not uniformly followed by such 
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manifestation, proceeds on the assumption that rebuke is 
all but identical with conversion. 2. On the other hand, 
Stephens and Mill place a comma after JXe,yxoµ;;va, and the 
connection of cf,wr; with the verb is advocated by Bengel, Meier, 
Harless, Olshausen, Meyer, and Stier. All those sins done 
in secret, if they are reproved, are brought into open view by 
the light. c(>c7,r; is used, as in a previous verse, to denote the 
gospel as a source of light. When such sins are reproved, 
they are exposed, they are unveiled in their hideousness by 
the light let in upon them. Being deeds of darkness, they 
need the light of Christianity to make them manifest, for other, 
boasted lights only flickered and failed to reveal them. Philo
sophy was only " darkness visible " around them. 

1ra11 ,yap 'TO cf,a11epouµ,e11011 cf,wr; E<Y'TlV. nav 'TO. Winer,§ 18, 
4. The meaning depends greatly on this-whether cf,av;;pov
µ,;;vov be taken in a middle or passive sense. Many prefer the 
passive sense, which is certainly the prevailing one in the 
New Testament, and occurs in the previous clause. The 
exposition of Olshausen, Stier, Ellicott and Alford is-" what
ever is made manifest is light "-" all things illuminated by 
the light are themselves light." Well may Olshausen add
" this idea has somewhat strange in it," for he is compelled 
to admit" that light does not always exercise this transform
ing influence, for the devil and all the wicked are reproved by 
the light, without becoming themselves light." Alford calls 
this objection" null," as being a misapprehension of cf,wr; ea-n, 
but cf,wi, in his exegesis changes its meaning from the previous 
verse. This opinion of Olshausen is virtually that of the 
Greek patristic expositors, who are followed by Peter Lom
bard .. Theophylact says-e7retoav oe cpav;;pw0fj, ,yiv;;wi cf,wi,. 
Harless renders, " what has been revealed is no longer a 
hidden work of darkness : it is light." The view of Roell, 
Robinson, and Wilke, is not dissimilar. Thus also Ellicott
" becomes light, as of the nature of light." A dark object 
suddenly illumined may indeed be said to be all light, because 
it is surrounded with light, and this is the notion of Bretsch
neider. But if this be the view, it seems to make the apostle 
use a tautology, "whatever is revealed, is enlightened;" 
unless you understand the apostle to say, that by such a pro-
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cess they themselves who were once darkness become light. 
De vVette's explanation of the same rendering is-without 
cf,6',c; there is no cpavEpovµEvov, and where there is cpavEpovµEVOV 
there is light. But the apostle does not utter such a truism 
-where every thing is manifested there is light. Piscator's 
hypothesis is equally baseless-" whatever is manifested is 
light, that is, is manifested by the light." The passive mean
ing may be adopted, with the proviso that the apostle does not 
say whether the light be for conversion or condemnation. But 
while this view may thus be grammatically defe~ded, still 
we feel as if the context led us to take the last clause as a 
reason of the statement contained in the first. Thus, some 
prefer, with Beza, Calvin, Vatablus, Grotius,Rollock, Zanchi us, 
Marus, Wahl, Turner, and the Peschito, to give the participle 
a reflexive or medial signification. Meyer affirms that cpavE
povµat is always passive, but the passive may have a medial 
signification, as it seems to have sometimes in the New- Testa
ment. Mark xvi. 12; John i. 31, ix. 3; 2 Cor. iv. 10, 11; 
Jelf, § 367, 2. Olshausen takes up the exegesis of Grotius, 
whi.ch is also that of Bodius and Dickson-" for the light is 
the element that makes all clear," and then argues grammati
cally against such a rendering. But according to the accurate 
position of subject and predicate, the meaning is-" whatever 
makes manifest or renders apparent, is light." Such manifes
tation is the nature and function of light. 'l'hese clandestine 
sins, when reproved, are disclosed by the light so cast upon 
them, for it belongs to light to make such disclosures. The 
apostle urges his readers to reprove such sins, which though 
done in secret, will and must be exposed ; yea, all of them 
being reproved, are shone upon by the light-that light which . 
radiates from Christianity. And this power of unveiling in 
Christianity is properly called " light," for whatever causes 
such things to disclose themselves is of the essence of light. 
Such is a natural an_d simple view of the verse. See Liicke
Oommentar. John iii. 21 ; vol. i., p. 550, 3rd ed. 

And that this rebuke is a duty, the discharge of which is 
attended with the most salutary results, is now shown by a 
reference to the ancient inspired oracles. 

Ver. 14. !::..to Xi'YEi-"Wherefore He saith." See under iv. 8; 
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ow ii. 11. It would be quite contrary to Pauline usage to 
suppose that this formula introduced any citation but o~e from 
the Old Testament. But the quotation is not found literally 
in any portion of the Hebrew oracles. Grotius _and Elsner 

Propostl to make cpw<; the nominative to "J.eyei-" wherefore a " . . man of light-one of these reprovers says ; an op1mon not 
very remote from Seiler's version-die Erleuchteten S[)llen 
sprechen-those who are light themselves should speak to the 
children of darkness in the following terms-" Awake thou 
th:at sleepest, ana arise from the dead." An early opinion, 
reported by Theodoret as belonging to 1-w~<; Twv JpµevevTwv, 
has been adopted by Heuman, Pcecile, ii. p. 396 ; Michaelis, 
Dopke, Hermeneutlk, p. 275. Leipzig, 1829; Storr, Stolz, 
Flatt, and ·Bieek, Stud. und Krit. 1853, p. 331. It is that 
the quotation is taken from one of the hymns of the early 
Christian church. Michaelis regards it, indeed, as an excerpt 
from some baptismal formula. Of such a supposition there is 
no proof; and the reference to 1 Cor. xiv. 26, is certainly no 
argument in its favour. In a similar spirit Barnes says
" I see no evidence that Paul meant to make a quotation at 
all." The idea of Stier is, that the apostle quotes some 
Geistesw01·t-some saying given to the church by its inspired 
prophets, and based upon Isa. Ix., and therefore warranting 
the oio Xhyei, as truly as any clause of canonical writ. But 
the language of the apostle gives no hint of such a source of 
quotation, nor have we any parallel example. Others have 
recourse to the hypothesis that Paul has quoted from .some 
apocryphal composition. Such an opinion has been men
tioned by Jerome as a simplex responsio, while he adds the 
saving clause-non quod apocrypha comprobaret; by Epi
phanius, Contra Hmreses, p. 42, who refers to the prophecy 
of Elias ; by Euthalius, and George the Syncellus ( Ohronolog. 
p. 21), who appeal to the apocryphal treatise named Jere
miah; while Codex G gives the citation to the book of Enoch, 
and Morus holds generally by the hypothesis which is also 
espoused by Schrader, that the clause is borrowed from some 
lost Jewish oracle. Rhenferd contends that reference is made 
here, as in Acts xx. 35, to one of Christ's unwritten sayings. 
Nor is the difficulty removed by adopting the clumsy theory 
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to which Jerome has also alluded, and which Bugenhagen and 
Calixtus have adopted, that the nominative to )..eryei is a sub
jective influence-the Spirit, or Christ within Paul himself, 
an imitation of the older idiom-" thus saith the Lord." Nor 
is the solution proposed by Bornemann at all more tenable, 
viz. that AE"JEL is impersonal, and that the clause may be 
rendered-" wherefore it may be said "-or "one may say." 
Scholi'a in Lucam, p. 4S. But the active form is not used 
impersonally, though the passive is, and efxqrrt is the common 
term. Pape, and Passow, sub vocibus; Bernhardy, p. 419. 
Riickert confesses that the subject lies in impenetrable dark
ness ; but the most extraordinary of all the solutions is the 
explanation of Meyer, and by those who believe in a plenary 
inspiration it will be rebuked-not refuted. His words are 
-" The oi6 A-E"JEl shows that Paul intended to quote from a 
canonical writing, but as the citation is not from any canoni
cal book, he adduced, through lapse of memory, an apocryphal 
passage, which he, citing from memory, took to be canonical. 
But out of what apocryphal writing the quotation is taken we 
know not." 

Assuming that the quotation is made from the Old Testa
ment, as the uniform use of oi6 AE"fEl implies, the question 
still remains-what place is cited? Various verses and clauses 
have been fixed upon by critics, the majority of whom, from 
Thomas Aquinas down to Olshausen, refer to Isa. lx. 1, though 
some, such as Beza, Meier, and others, prefer Isa. xxvi. 19. 
Isa. ix. 2 is combined, by Baumgarten, Holzhausen, and 
Klausen, with lx. 1 (Hermeneutik, p. 416. Leipzig, 1841). 
Other combinations have been proposed. The matter is 
involved in difficulty, and none of these places is wholly 
similar to the verse before us. Harless and Olshausen make 
it plausible that the referenc.c is to Isa. lx. 1-11)H HJ"'1J '1~ '1;)1~ 

rm TJ.l/: :;~~ ii_l,1-" Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." The imperative 
is there used with the verb " arise ; " and if we tum back to 
lix. 10, the figure of darkness is employed by the prophet, 
as well as in the 2d ver. of chap. lx. The words of the 
apostle may, therefore, be viewed as the quintessence of 
the prophet's exclamation-" arise." 'l'hat idea suggested 
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to the apostle's mind the previous condition of thos~ to 
whom this trumpet-note was addressed, and he descn~es 
it thus-" awake thou that sleepest ;" and as that species 
of slumber was a lethargy of death, he adds-" arise from 
the dead." "Arise, be light," says the prophet, "for thy 
light is come, and the glory of Jehovah has risen upon 
thee;" 1-but the apostle resolves the prophecy into a more 
prosaic description of its fulfilment-" and Christ shall give 
thee light." The use of the name Christ shows us, as Alford 
insists, that the apostle meant to make no direct or verbal 
quotation. But the entire subject of New Testament quota
tion is not without its difficulties. Gouge, New Testament 
Quotations, London, 1855; Davidson, Hermeneutics, p. 334. 
We find that similar examples of quotation, according to spirit, 
are found in the New Testament, as in James iv. 5; 2 Cor. 
vi. 16, 17; Matt. ii. 23. The prophecy is primarily addressed 
to Zion, as the symbol of the church. Nor do we apprehend 
that the application is different in the quotation before us, as 
the words are addressed still to the church-as one that had 
been asleep and dead, but the divine peal had startled it. It 
had realized the blessed change of awakening and resurrection, 
and had also rejoiced in the light poured upon it by Christ. 
Nay, though it was "sometime darkness, it was now light in 
the Lord;" and its light was not to be hidden-it was to 
break in upon the dark and secret places around it, that they 
too might be illuminated. In the formation and extension of 
any church the prophecy is always realized in spirit; for it 
shows of whom a church is composed, what was the first con
dition of its members, by what means they have been trans
formed, and what is one primary duty of their organization. 

ery€tp€ () Ka0€f1orov-" awake thou that sleepest." For the 
case, see Winer, § 14, 2. Lachmann reads ifryHpat after the 
Textus Receptus, but the majority of critics adopt the spelling 
ryetpE, It is used not as the active for the middle, but, as 
Fritzsche suggests, it was the form apparently employed in 
common speech. Comm. ad Marc. ii. 9. That sleep was pro
found, but there had been a summons to awake. To awake 

1 See the respective commentaries of Vitringa, Gesenius, Hendcrnon, Hitzig, and 
A lcxander on the passage. 
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is man's duty, for he is commanded to obey, and he does obey 
under the influence of the Divine Spirit. 

,cal avao-Ta €/(, TOJV ve,cpwv-" and arise from the dead." 
The meaning of vfrpo<, so used may be seen under ii. 1. 
Bornemann, in Luc. p. 97. 'Avao-m is a later form for avao-
n10i. Winer, § 14, 1-h. The command is similar to that 
given by our Lord to the man with the withered hand
" Stretch it forth." The man might have objected and said, 
"Could I obey thee in this, I would not have troubled thee. 
Why mock me with my infirmity, and bid me do the very 
thing I cannot?" But the man did not so perplex himself; 
and Christ, in exciting the desire to obey, imparted the power 
to obey. See under ii. 2; v. 6. 

,cal Jmcpavo-eL ffOL o Xpio-TO<;-'' and Christ shall enlighten 
thee." The various spellings of the verb, and the change of 
cp into 't, have arisen from inadvertence. On the different 
forms of this verb, see Fritzsche on Mark ii. 11, Winer, § 15. 
This. variation is as old as the days of Chrysostom, for he 
notices it, and decides for the common reading. The verb 
itself occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, though it is 
once found in the " Acts of Thomas" -J7recpavo-e 7ap µoi
§ 34. This light Christ flashes upon the dead, and · startles 
them into life. And the apostle continues-

(Ver. 15.) /3)1,e'lie-re, ovv, aKpi/3w<; 7iEpL7iaT€1,T€. "Take 
heed then how ye walk correctly." Calvin has been felici
tous in his view of the connection-si aliorum discutere tene
bras fideles debent JuZqm·~ suo : quanto minus ccecutire ipsi 
debent in proprio vitro i"nstituto? In this view ovv is closely 
joined to the verse immediately preceding, and such is the 
view of Harless. De W ette and Alford, however, connect it 
with ver. 8-a connection which reduces unwarrantably all 
the preceding verses to a parenthesis; while Meyer quite 
arbitrarily joins it to the last clause of the 11th verse. The 
truth is, that the whole train of thought from the 8th verse to 
the 14th is so similar, that the apostle follows it all up with 
the injunction before us. Ovv is retrospective, indeed (Klotz 
ad Devarius ii. 718), but the last verse is present specially to 
the apostle's mind. 1'he indicativ~, and not the subjunctive, 
is used, the meaning being, how you walk, not how you 
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should. walk. Winer,§ 41, 4; or videte igitur • quomodo 
illud ~ffe.ciatis ut provide vivatis. Fritzschiorum Opuscula, p. 
208-9, note. The necessity of personal holiness in themselves, 
and the special duty of reproof and enlightenment which lay 
on them toward their unbelieving fellows, taught them this 
accuracy of walk. Ilws- is different in aspect from tva as 
in 1 Cor. xvi. 10, and it stands after /3AE7TET<.O in 1 Cor. 
iii. 10. The verb is followed by a?To in Mark viii. 15, and 
by a simple accusative in Phil. iii. 2 ; Col. iv. 17. Such 
passages show that it would be finical to suppose that this 
verb of visi'on was used from its connection with the term light 
in the former verse. To lucpiflws-, which qualifies not ~E'TrETE 
but ?Tcpv,raTE'iTE, some give the meaning of "accurately," or 
as Bengel renders it--punktlicl., a rendering in which Harless 
and Stier acquiesce; while others follow Luther, who translates 
vorsichti'g, of which the " circumspectly" of our version is an 
imitation. Col. iv. 5 adds-7rpos- Tovs- i!gco, a phrase which 
Olshausen supposes should be understood here. 1 Thess. iv. 1. 
The first meaning is more in accordance with the 'prevailing 
usage of the word in all other places of the New Testament. 
Matt. ii. 8 ; Luke i. 3 ; Acts xviii. 25 ; 1 Thess. v. 2. Still 
the second meaning is virtually involved in the first, for 
this accuracy or perfection of walk has a special reference to 
observers. They were to see to it that they were walking-

' ' " .k ,,,, ' ,1.. ' " t . b t · µ'Y/ cos- aa-o.,,ot, a"'"' ws- a-o't'ot- no as unwise, u as wise 
men;" :first a negative, and secondly a positive aspect. Kypke, 
p. 350 ; Winer, § 65, 5. The subjective µ~ connects the 
clause with wEpt7raTEtTe. If the Ephesian Christians walked 
without taking heed to their ways, then they walked as fools 
do, who stumble and fall or miss the path. Wisdom, not in 
theory, but in practice-wisdom, and not mere intelligence
was to characterize them j that wisdom which preserves in 
rectitude, guides amidst temptations, and affords a lesson of 
consistency to surrounding spectators. And if there be any 
allusion to verse 11, then the inferential meaning is-it would 
be the height of folly to rebuke that sin which the reprover is 
openly committing ; to condemn profane swearing, and barb 
the reprimand with an oath; or exemplify the vices of wrath 
and clamour in anathematizing such as may be guilty of them 

2D 
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It is strange infatuation to be obliged in pointing others to 
heaven, to point over one's shoulder. And one peculiar proof 
and specimen of wisdom is now given-

(Ver. 16.) 'Efa,ryopal;oµ,evoi TOV ,caipov-" Redeeming the 
time." Col. iv. 5. The participle has been variously under
stood. The translation of Luther-" suit yourselves to the 
time," is plainly without foundation-schieket euch in die Zeit. 
'rhe pharaphrase of Ambrosiaster is similar-scire quemad
modum unicunque respondeat. The verb denotes to buy out 
of-l,c; and the middle voice intimates that the purchase is for 
one's self-for one's own personal benefit. Kaipo<;, probably 
allied to 1<,e{pw, is not ')(POVo<;, simply time, but opportunity.1 

Tittmann, De Bynon., p. 39; - Donaldson, New Cratylus, p. 
320; see, however, Benfey, Wurzelle.x. vol. ii. p. 288. This 
opportunity is supposed to be in some other's possession, and 
you buy it. You make it your own by purchase, by giving 
in exchange those pleasures or that indolence, the indulgence 
of _which would have made you forego such a bargain. The 
meaning is, then-making the most of every opportunity. 
Such is at least a signification that neither the words them
selves nor the context disprove. We are not on the one 
hand to say with Meyer, that e,c is merely intensive, for it 
points to that out of which, or out of whose power, the 
purchase is to be made ; still, we are not anxiously, on the 
other hand, to find out and specify from whom or what the 
time is to be redeemed, and to call it "bad men," with 
Jerome and Bengel, or "the devil," with Calvin. Such is 
too hard a pressure upon the figure. Neither are we curi
ously to ask, what is the price given in exchange? Such is 
the gratuitous minuteness of Chrysostom, 'l'heophylact, and 
CEcumenius, who refer us to "opponents bribed off," and 
of Augustine, Calvin, Estius, Zan_chius, R-iickert, and Stier, 
who understand by the alleged price the offering of all earthly 

1 "Mitylena oriundns Pittacus sum Lesbius, 
Tf)'v(AIO"z! ,;ccicO,. qui dixi sententiam. 
Sed iste ,.,.,1,,, tempus ut noris, monet: 

Et esse- ""'I'', tempestivum quod vocant. 
Romana' sic est vox, VENITO IN TEMPORE." 

-Ausonius, Opera, p. 145. Biponti, 1785 .• 
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hindrance and pleasure. Beza's better illustration is that of 
a merchant whose foresight enables him to use all things for 
his own purposes; and Olshausen remarks that such a lesson 
is taught in the parable recorded in Luke xvi. 1-16. The 
exegesis of Harless is by far too restricted, for he confines the 
phrase to this meaning-" to know the right point of time 
when the light of reproof should be let in on the darkness of 
sin." Still farther removed from the right conception is the 
interpretation of Grotius, as if the command were one addressed 
to Christians, to avoid danger and so prolong their life ; or 
that of Wilke, Macknight, and Bretschneider, which is
" .seize every opportunity to shun danger." It is thought by 
some that the phrase is founded on the Greek version of Dan. 
ii. 8, where Nebuchadnezzar said to the Magi of Babylon 

d d " ' r ~ 'e ,,,.._ - f?.:11. i~'F~ ~i~ ;:1, ren ere -o-rt ,catpov vµet<; e,.a;yopa~e-re. 
Even though we were obliged to agree with Dathe, Rosen
miiller, Gesenius, Maurer, and Hitzig, that the phrase meant 
there, to buy up or to prolong the time, or seek delay, yet 
here the article prefixed by the apostle gives the noun a defi
nite speciality. Sese (id quad difficillimum .fueri't) tempus 
ipsum emisse judicii sui. Cicero in Verrem, iii. p. 240; Opera, 
ed. Nobbe, Lipsire, 1850. The "unwise" allow the propi
tious moment to· pass, and it cannot be recalled. They may 
eulogize it, but they have missed it, The "wise," on the 
other hand, who walk correctly, recognize it, appreciate it, 
take hold of it, make it at whatever sacrifice their own, and 
thriftily turn it to the best advantage. They redeem it, as 
Severianus says-ooa--re Ka-rax,plJa-aa-8at avr<j3 wpo<; eva-e/3etav. 
The apostle adds a weighty reason-

5n al ~µepai 7rOV7Jpat ela-w-" because the days are evil." 
'l'he apostle, as Olshausen remarks, does not adduce the few
ness of the days to inculcate in general the diligent use of time, 
but he insists on the evil of the days for the purpose of urging 
Christians to seize on every opportunity to counteract that 
evil. Beza, Grotius, Riickert, Robinson, Wilke, and Wah], 
take the adjective in the sense of-" sorrowful, calamitous, or 
dangerous." But we prefer the ordinary meaning-" evil," 
morally evil, and it furnishes a strong argument. Their days 
were evil. All days have indeed been evil, for sin abounds 
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in the world. But the days of that period were characterized· 
by many enormities, and the refining power of Christianity 
waB only partially and unequally felt. If these days so evil 
afforded any opportunities of doing good, it was all the more 
incumbent on Christians to win them and seize them. The 
very abundance of the evil was a powerful argument to redeem 
the time, and the apostle writing that le~ter in a prison was 
a living example of his own counsel. It is wholly foreign to 
the context, on the part of Holzhausen, to refer these evil days 
to the period of the mystery of iniquity. 2 Thess. ii. 4; 1 Tim. 
iv. 1. The Greek fathers are careful to remark that the apostle 
calls the days evil, not in themselveS-TiJV ovalav-as they 
are creatures of God; but on account of the events with which 
they are connected. 

(Ver. 17.) Aia TovTo µ,i] ry£vea-0e acppovec;-" On this account 
become not senseless." On this account-not because the 
days are evil~J7TeiOiJ 'T/ 7TOV'IJpla av0e,-as is supposed by 
illcumenius, Menochius, Zanchius, Estius, Riickert, and De 
Wette; but because we are summoned to walk wisely, redeem
ing the.lime, the days being evil, therefore we are to possess 
a high amount of Christian intelligence. The epithet &cpprov 
characterizes a man who does not use his rational powers. 
Ast, Lex. Plat., sub. voce. It differs from a<J'ocpo,; which has 
reference more to folly in action and daily walk ; whereas it, 
as this verse intimates, signifies a non-comprehension of the 
principles on which that walk is to be regulated. Tittmann, 
De Bynon. 143. 

a:.\:.\a uvvi€vTef 71,· TO 0l'A-'l}µ,a TOV K vp{ov-" but understand
ing what the will of the Lord is." The participle is variously 
read. A and_ B read in the imperative, <J'1JV£e,-e, which Jerome 
follows, a reading also approved by Lachmann and Riickert, 
though it is probably an emendation conforming to the other 
imperatives; while <J'VvioVTE'> is the reading of D1, F, G, and 
is preferred by Harless, Alford, and Meyer; while D3, E, 
K, L, and almost all l\'ISS. read as the Textus Receptus
uvv[evTer;. We have no objection to the common reading, 
which is retained by Tischendorf. The participle signifies 
knowing intelligently, and means more than ryww<J'KEW. Luke 
xii. 47. That will which it is their duty to understand is the 
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authoritative expression of the mind of Christ, who embodied 
in His own example the purity and benignity of all His pre
cepts. Codex B adds i}µ,wv, and Codex A has ®eov-both 
evidently without authority. 'l'he Ephesian Christians, in 
order to enable themselves to redeem the time, were not to be 
thoughtless, but to possess a perfect understanding of the 
Master's will. Th~;y would then form just conceptions of 
daily duty, and would not lose time through the perplexity of 
conflicting obligations. For 0e">,:'lµ,a see under i. 5, 9, 11, and 
for Kvpto,;;, under i. 2, 3. 

(Ver. 18.) Kal Jl,i/ µ,e0vu,m,0e oYv<p-" And be not made 
drunk with wine." Prov. xx. 1, xxiii. 20; 1 Thess. v. 7. 
Again, there is first the negative, and then the positive injµnc
tion. By ,cat transition is made from a general counsel to a 
particular instance, and the injunction thus becomes climactic. 
The dative oYvip is like the Latin ablative of instrument. 
Winer,§ 31-7. There isno proof in the context for the opinion 
held, and reckoned possible by De W ctte, Koppe, and Holz
hausen, that the apostle alludes, as in 1 Cor. xi., to any abuse 
of the old love-feasts, or of the Lord's Supper. OYvoi (with 
the digamma-vinum, Wein), as the common drink of the 
times, is specified by the apostle as the means of intoxication. 
And he adds-

iv ,p E<TTtv aururta-" in which is dissoluteness," or profli
gacy- Luxuria; Vulgate. Tittmann, De Bynon. p. 152; 
'l'rench, Bynon. § 16. Prov. xxviii. 7; 'fit. i. 6; 1 Pet. iv. 4. 
The antecedent to <tJ is not olvo,;;1 but the entire previous 
clause. The Syriac borrows simply-Jl;,¾ cwa! The term 
aurora,;;, from a privative and uwtw, is the picture of a sad and 
very common result. It is sometimes used by the classics to 
signify one who is, as we say, "past redemption "-7rapa ro 
uwtw (Etymolog. Mag.) ; oftener one q_ui servare nequit. The 
adverb auwTw<; is used of the conduct of the prodigal son in 
the far country in Luke xv. 13. See Tit. i. 6 ; 1 Pet. iv. 4 ; 
Sept. Prov. xxviii. 7; 2 Mace. iv. 6. Aristotle, in his EtMcs, 
iv., virtually defines the term thus-To r:p0etpew rrJv ovu{av, 
-or again, auwTla EUTtV 111rep(:30"}.,~ 7rEpl XP1JJJ,aTa-or again, 
'TOV<; a,cpaTe'ir; ,cat El<; a,coXau{av Oa7raV'T}pov<; auwrov<; ,ca"}.,oiJµ,ev. 
Cicero (De Finibus) says-nolim rnihi fingere asotos, ut soletis, 
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qui in mensam 1:omant, p. 1006, Opera, ed. Nobbe. Theophy~ 
lact, alluding to the etymology, says-ov ITWSH a:X.:X.' a'ITOA.A.V-

' ' ~ ' ... -. 1 ' ' .,. 1 d th d k d' 1Tiv ou To 1Twµ,a µ,ovov a"'rw, ,cai T'l}V 't' UX!JV; an e run ar s 
progress, described by Clement in the first chapter of the 
second book of his Prodagogue, is a series of tableaux without 
veil or reserve. Referring to the origin which he assigns to 
the term, he also says-'Aurlnov<; 7€ avToV<; O! ,caUuav-re<; ev 
µ,o, 00/COV<TW alvfrTeu0a, TO T€)..or; avTwv, auW<TTOV<; avTOV<;, 

'"lh,I, ~ ' ' /CaTa €/CU/1.,ly lV 'TOV IT UTOlXEiDU V€V07]/COT€<;. 
There is in the vice of intemperance that kind of dissolute

ness which brooks no restraint, which defies all efforts to reform 
it, and which sinks lower and lower into hopeless and helpless 
ruin. It is erroneous, therefore, on the part of Schoettgen,1 to 
restrict the term to lasciviousness, though intemperance be, as 
Varro called it, Veneris suscitabulwm; as Jerome too, venter 
mero aestuans facile despumat in libidinem. The connection 
between the two vices is notorious; but libidinous indulgence 
is only one element of the a1Tro-rla. This tremendous sin of 
intemperance is all the more to be shunned as its hold is so 
great on its victims, for with periodical remorse there is peri
odical inebriety; the fatal cup is again coveted and drained; 
while character, fortune, and life are risked and lost in the 
gratification of an appetite of all others the most brutal in form 
and brutifying in result. There are few vices out of which 
there is less hope of recovery-its haunts are so numerous and 
its hold is so tremendous. As Ephesus was a commercial 
town and busy seaport, its wealth led to excessive luxury, and 
Bacchus was the rival of Diana. The women of Ephesus as 
the priestesses of Bacchus, danced round Mark Antony's chariot 
on his entrance into the city. Drunkenness was indeed an 

1 Bammidbar rabba sect. 10, fol. 206, 3. l?l' r l?l'1l t:l'lj)r.l ',~ rwi,• Ubicunque 
est vinum, nimirum quod abundanter bibitur, ibi est immunditia, scortatio, et 
adulterlum. 

Ibidem fol. 208, 3. Si homo unum poculum bibit, nempe M'l.l'l"1, quarta pars 
rationis ab ipso recedit. Si duos bibit, dure partes rationis abeunt. Si tres, toti
dem partes rationis abeunt, et cor ipsius conturbatum est, et statim ejusmodi 
verba loquitur, qure nulli rei quadrans. Si vero qnatuor bibit, tune omnis ratio 
abscedit, et renes ejus (in quibus ex mente J udreorum etiam pars quredam rationis 
residet) perturbantur, et cor diripitnr, et lingua officium non facit, vult quidem 
aliquid proferre, sed non potest. 

Post pauca ibid. 7":'T 7r.i Mll1' :i,c J'M, Non egreditur bonum quid e vino. 
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epidemic in those times and lands. Alexander the Great, who 
died a sacrifice to Bacchus and not to Mars, offered a prize to 
him who could drink most wine, and thirty of the rivals died 
in the act of competition. Plato boasts of the immense quan
tities of liquor which Socrates could swill uninjured; and the 
philosopher Xenocrates got a golden crown from Dionysius 
for swallowing a gallon at a draught. Cato often lost his 
senses over his choice Falernian. The "excess" or dissolute"' 
ness attendant on drunkenness and the other vices referred to 
in the previous context, is also illustrated by many passages in 
the Miles Gwriosus of Plautus, the Latin version of an older 
Greek drama. The "braggart captain," a citizen of Ephesus, 
is described in the prologue by his own servant as " a vain, 
impudent, foul fellow, brimful of lying and lasciviousness."~ 
Another character of the piece thus boasts-" Either the merry 
banterer likewise, or the agreeable boon companion will I be; 
no interrupter of another am I at a feast. I bear in mind 
how properly to keep myself from proving disagreeable to my 
fellow-guest," &c. In fine, at Ephesus was 
I born, not among the Apulians, not at Animula " 2-(there 
being in this last term a difference of reading). 

aXM WX'f]povu0e EV ITvEvµan-" but be filled with the 
Spirit." The terms otvoi; and wvEvµa are not contrasted simply, 
as is pleaded by Harless, but the two clausef! are in antithesis. 
The verb is ~n the passive voice, and is followed by the 

1 " Hoe oppidum Ephesu'st: inde Miles meus herns, 
Qui hinc ad forum abiit, gloriosus, impudens, 
Stercoreus, plenus perjurii atque adulteril."-Act ii. sc. 1. 

2 "Et ego amoris aliqnantulum habeo, humorisque meo etiam in corpore: 
Neque dum exarni ex amrenis rebus et voluptariis. 
Vel cavillator facetus, vel conviva commodus 
Item ero: neque ego unquam oblocutor sum alteri in convivio, 
Incommoditate abstiuere me apud convivas commode 
Commemini, et mere orationis justam partem perscqui; 
Et meam partem itidem tacere, cum aliena est oratio. 
Neque ego unquam alienum scortum subigito in convivio, 
Neque prreripio pulpamentum, nequc prrevorto poculum, 
Neque per vinum unquam ex me exoritur dissidium in convivio. 
Si quis ibi est odiosus, abeo domum, segrego. 
Venerem, amorem, amrenitatemque accubans exerceo. 
Minime sputator, screator sum, itidem minime muccidus. 

Post Ephesi sum natu.s; non in Apulis, non sum in Umbria."-Act. iii. sc. 1, 
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instrumental Jv--an unusual construction. It has after it some
times the genitive and sometimes the dative or accusative, 
with different meanings. Winer, § 31, 7. 'Ev, therefore, may 
denote the element as frequently, and not the instrument; the 
Spirit, as Matthies says, being represented not merely als 
Mittel und lnhalt. Col. ii. 10, iv. 12. Not only were they to 
possess the Spirit, but they were to be filled in the Spirit, as 
vessels filled to overflowing with the Holy Ghost. Men are 
intoxicated with w~nc, and they attempt to " fill" themselves 
with it; but they cannot. The exhilaration which they covet 
can only be felt periodically, and again and again must they 
drain the wine cup to relieve themselves of despondency. But 
Christians are "filled" in or with the Spirit, whose influences 
are not only powerful, but replete with satisfaction to the 
heart of man. Ps. xxxvi. 8; Acts ii. 15, 16. It is a sensation 
of want-a desire to fly from himself, a craving after something 
which is felt to be out of reach, eager and restless thirst to enjoy, 
if at all possible, some happiness and enlargement of heart
that usually leads to intemperance. But. the Spirit fills Chris
tians, and gives them all the elements of cheerfulness and peace; 
genuine elevation and mental freedom ; superiority to all de
pressing influences; and refined and permanent enjoyment. 
Of course, if they are so filled with the Spirit, they feel no 
appetite for debasing and material stimulants. 

(Ver. 19.) A.a),,oiJvTE<; fovTo'i<;-" Speaking to one another." 
Under the relaxing influence of wine the tongue is loosened, 
and the unrestrained conversation too often passes into that 
species of language, the infamy of which the apostle has already 
exposed. The participle is connected in syntax with 7r)vr;

povu0E, for this "speaking" is the result of spiritual fulness. 
'EavTot<; is for a,),,;\~;\oi-;, as in iv. 32, and cannot signify, as 
Morus and Michaelis would render it-" with yourselves," 
or "·within you," but "among yourselves," or" in concert." 
The verb )w,;\eiv has the general signification of "using the 
voice," and is specifically different from El7re'iv and ;\eryEw, for 
it is used of the sounds of animals and musical instruments. 
See the Lexicons, and Tittmann, De Synon. pp. 79, 80. Each 
was not to repeat a psalm to his neighbour, for in such a case 
confusion and jargon would be the result ; hut the meaning of 
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the clause seems to be this-" Giving expression among your
selves, or in concert, to your joyous emotions in psalms and 
hymns · and spiritual songs." AaXovvre<; €aVTot<;, different 
from /\.€,YOVT€\' wpo<; €aVTOV<;, may, perhaps, signify " in 
responsive chorus," or di'ce1·e secum invicem, as Pliny's letter 
describes it. We know that ancient sacred song was of this 
antiphonal nature; nay, Nicephorus Callistus in his History, 
xiii. 8, says, that such a practjce was handed down from the 

tl ' ~ ' ,1.. ' '0 " 0 ' ,, ' apos eS-T1JV 7wv avn.,,wvwv uvv71 Eiav avw EV a1rouTo"'wv 17 

EKKX71u{a 1rapEAa/3e. Theodoret traces the same custom to 
the church at Antioch (Hist. Eccles, ii. 24), while Socrates 
ascribes the origin of it to Ignatius. Hi'st. vi. 8. Augus
tine, however, carries such responsoria no higher than the epis
copate of Ambrose at Milan. But indeed many of the psalms 
were composed so as to be sung by a chorus and semichorus, 
as is plainly marked in the 2nd and in the 24th. 

The apostle refers certainly to social intercourse, and in all 
probability also, and at the same time, to meetings for divine 
service. The heathen festivals were noted for intemperate 
revelry and song, but the Christian congregation was to set 
an example of hallowed exhilaration and rapture. The pages 
of Clement of Alexandria throw some light on such ancient 
practices. Pmdagog. lib. ii. cap. 4. We cannot say, with Le 
Clerc and Riickert, that the three following terms are synony
mous repetitions, and that the apostle does not characterize 
different kinds of sacred poetry:-

,fraXµot<;-" in psalms "-the dative being what Winer 
calls "the simple dative of direction." § 31-4. This term, 
from ,fraXXrn1---to strike the lyre, is, according to its deriva
tion, a sacred song chaunted to the accompaniment of instru
mental music. So Basil rightly defines it-o ,fraAµo<;, AO"fo<; 
f<TTl µou<TtKor;;, lhav evpv0µwr;; KaTa TOV<; apµovucovr;; 'J,hyou<; 

1rpo<; TO IJp,yavov KPOV1JTab. On Ps. xxix. The definition of 
Gregory of Nyssa is similar-vaXµo~ €0'TtV ;, ouf TOV onavov 

Tov µovutKov µeX<fJoia. This specific idea was lost in course 
of time, and the word retained only the general sense of a 
sacred poetical composition, and corresponds to the Hebrew 
'liop;i. It denotes sometimes the Book of Psalms (Luke xx. 
42 ; Acts i. 20, xiii. 33 ; and in one place it signifies the im-



410 EPHESIANS V. 19. 

provised effusion of one who possessed some of the charismata, 
or gifts of the early church. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 

,ca[ f)µ,voi,-" and hymns." These are also sacred poetical 
compositions, the primary purpose of which is to praise, as 
may be seen in those instances in which the verb occurs, 
Acts xvi. 25 ; Heb. ii. 12. The term corresponds to the 
Hebrew words.,~ .and -W\'1· Deyling Observat. Baer. vol. iii. 
430 : Le Moyne, Notre in Varia Sacra, p. 970. The hymn 
was more elaborate and solemn in its structure than the ode. 
The idea of Grotius appears to be quite baseless, that hymns 
were extemporales Dei laudes. The idea of improvisation is 
not necessarily implied in the word, but belongs rather to the 
following term. The hymn is thus defined by Phavorinus-
15µ,vo<;, ;, 7Tpo<; E>€oV rpafi ; and by Gregory of N yssa-f)µ,vo<;, ;, 
T<f E>ep €V<p'Y]µ,{a. The same meaning of the term is found in 
Arrian-f)µ,vot µ,ev €', TOV', 0eov<; 'TTOlOVVTat, &c.-" hymns 
are composed for the gods, but eulogies for men "-e7ralvoi oe 
e<; &v0pro7Tov,. Exped. Alex. 4. Augustine on Ps. lxxxii. says 
-si sit laus, et nisi sit Dei, non est hymnus; si sit laus, et Dei 
laus, et non cantetur, non est hymnus. Oportet ergo, ut si sit 
hymnus, habeat hmc tria, et laudem, et Dei, et canti'cum. The 
Coptic version translates the noun by-Z,M\O.U.Ot -
" doxologies." 

' •~ ~ ~ " d . 't 1 '' II «at poat<; 7rvevµ,an,cai,- an spin ua songs. V€uµ,a-
T£JCa~,;; is put within brackets by Lachmann and Alford, on the 
authority of B and a few authorities. The ode is a general 
term, and denotes the natural outburst of an excited bosom
the language of the sudden impulses of an Oriental tempera
ment. Such odes as were allowed to Christians are termed 
"spiritual," that is, prompted by the Spirit which fil1ed them. 
But the psalms and hymns are already marked out as conse
crated, and needed no such additional epithet. For the pre
vailing meaning of the adjective, see under i. 3. Odes of this 
nature are found in Scripture, as that of Hannah at her boy's 
consecration, that of the Virgin at the Annunciation, and that 
of Zechariah on the birth of his son. It is plain that the 
hymn and the ode might pass into one another, but we cannot 
agree with Harless, in regarding the "songs" as simply a more 
general designation ; or with Meyer, in supposing, whatever 
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the general meaning and the usage elsewhere, that here and 
in such a connection they are the genus of which psalms and 
hymns are the species, and that the clause is one of the apostle's 
common cumulations. As a considerable portion of the church 
at Ephesus was composed of Jews, these psalms in the idiom 
of a Jew might be the Psalms of the Old Testament, and not 
merely sacred poems thus named by them, as is the opinion 
of Harless; and the hymns might be compositions of praise 
specially adapted to the Gentile mind, though not inapposite 
to the Jew. The imagery, allusions, and typical references of 
the Psalms could not be fully appreciated by the Gentile sec
tions of the churches. And these " spiritual odes," perhaps 
of a more glowing and individual nature, taking the shape 
both of psalms and hymns, might be recited or chaunted in 
their assemblies or churches, as the Spirit gave utterance. 
Acts x. 46. Tertullian says in his Apology-ut qui'squis de 
Scripturis Sanctis, vel de proprio ingenio potest, provocatur 
in medium Deo canere. Many hymns which were originally 
p1·ivate and personal, have thus become incorporated with the 
psalmody of our churches. Stier, who does not coincide with 
all we have said on this subject, yet gives this definition, 
" biblical, ecclesiastical, and private poems ; " and his idea is 
far better than that of Baumgarten-Crusius, who understands 
the terms as denoting "songs of thanks, of praise, and lyrics." 
Jerome says-Hymni sunt quifortitudinem et majestatem pr(13-
dicant Dei, et ejusdem semper vel bene.ficia vel facta mirantur. 
Quod omnes psalmi continent, quibus A.lleluJa vel pr(13positum, 
vel subjectum est. Psalmi autem propri'e ad ethicum locum per
tinent, ut per organum corporis, quid faciendum et quid vitandum 
sit, noverimus. Qui vero de superioribus disputat et concentum 
mundi omniumque creaturarum ordinem atque concordiam sub
tilis disputator edisserit, iste spirituale canticum canit. The 
service of song enjoyed peculiar prominence in the ancient 
church. The Fathers often eulogize the Psalms of David. An 
exuberant encomium of Basil's may be found in his commentary 
on the first Psalm. Hooker has some beautiful remark~ on 
the same theme in the fifth book of his Ecclesiastical Polity, 
and the tender and exquisite preface of Bishop Horne must 
be fresh in the memory of every reader. Eusebius testifies, 



412 EPHESIANS V. 19. 

that besides the Psalms, other compositions were sung in the 
churches. 'l'hey were to be-

"<:- ' .,. ,.., .., , ~ -:- ' , ~ " • • d q,oovns !(.a£ 'I' a"'"'OVTE, EV T[l tcapoiq, vµwv- smgmg an 
making melody in your heart." Some MSS. such as A, D, 
E, F, G, read tcapolat,, but they are counterbalanced by 
Codices B, K, L, the Syriac version, and the Greek fathers. 
The previous ;\.a;\.ouvTE, is defined by ~oovTE, as being co-ordi
nate with it. The second participle may denote an additional 
exercise. Their speech was to be song, or they were to be 
singing as well as speaking. 'l'&X;>..Ew, originally "to strike 
the lyre," came to signify "to strike up a tune," and it denotes 
the prime accompaniment of these songs, to wit, the symphony 
of the soul. This is indeed secret and inaudible melody, but 
it is indispensable to the acceptance of the service-

"Non vox, sed votum, non chordula musica, sed cor; 
Non clamans, sed amans, cantat in aure Dei." 

Riickert, Harless, Baumgarten-Crusius, Olshaasen, and Meyer 
understand the apostle to inculcate a species of silent warbling, 
totally distinct from the common practice of song, and which 
was to be felt as the result of this fulness of the Spirit. But 
it seems to be to the open and audible expression of Christian 
feeling that the apostle refers in the phrase ;\.a;\.ovvw;--Ka/. 
~oovT€,; while coupled with this, he adds with emphasis
" playing in your hearts." The words, indeed, denote secret 
melody, but may not the secret and inner melody form an 
accompaniment to the uttered song? The phrase, as Harless 
says, does not mean heartily, or EK Kapolai, would have been 
employed. Compare Rom. i. 9-ev Trj'> 'lTVEvµaT[ µov. Theo
doret comes nearer our view when he says-" He sings with 
his heart who not only moves his tongue, but also excites his 
mind to the understanding of the sentiments repeated,"
d,;\,;\.a Kal TOV vovv eli, T~V TWV ;\.e,yoµEVWV KaTaVO'l}<TlV 0£e<y€lpwv. 
Now this silent playing in the heart will be that sincere and 
genuine emotion, which ought to accompany sacred song. 
The heart pulsates in unison with the melody. Mere music is 
but an empty sound; for compass of voice, graceful execution, 
and thrilling notes are a vain offering in themselves. The 
Fathers complained sometimes that the mere melody of the 
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church service took away attention from the spirit and meaning 
of the e~erciRe. Thus Jerome says justly on this passage
" Let young men hear this : let those hear it who have the 
office of singing in the church, that they sing not with their 
voice, but with their heart, to the Lord; not like tragedians 
physically preparing their throat and mouth, that they may 
sing after the fashion of the theatre in the church. He that 
has but an ill voice, if he has good works, is a sweet singer 
before God. "1 • • • • • " Let the servant of Christ so order 
his singing, that the words which are read may please more 
than the voice of the singer; that the spirit which was in Saul 
may be cast out of them who are possessed with it, and not 
find admittance in those who have turned the house of God 
into a stage and theatre of the people." 2 Cowper, with a 
delicate stroke of satire,. sirys of some in his day-

"Ten thousand sit 
Patiently present at a sacred song, 

.................. Content to hear 
(0 wonderful effect of music's powers!) 
Messiah's eulogies, for Handel's sake." 

Tep Kvp{rp--" to the Lord," or as Pliny reported-Christo 
quasi Deo. To Him who loved the church, and died for it
to Him, the Lord of all, who sends down that Spirit which 
fills the heart and prompts it to melody-such praise is to be 
rendered. And the early church, in obedience to the apostle's 
mandate, acknowledged Ilia Divinity, and sang praise to Him 
as its God. The hymnology of the primitive church leaves 
not a doubt of its belief in Christ's supreme Divinity. Pye 
Smith's Scripture Testimony, vol. ii. p. 460, ed. 1859; 
August., Ohri·stl. Archiiol., vol. ii. p. 113; Bingham, Antiquities, 
vol. iv. p. 380. One of these very old and venerable relics, 
the Morning Hymn preserved in the Liturgy of the Church 

1 "Audiant hrec adolescentuli: audiant hi quibus psallendi in ecclesia officium 
est, Deo non voce, sed corde cantandum : nee in tragcedorum modum guttnr et 
fauces dulci medicamine colliniendas, ut in ecclesia theatrales modnli audiantnr et 
cantica, sed in timore, in opere, in scientia Scripturarum. Quamvis sit aliqnis, ut 
solent illi appe!lare ,. .. ,..,p.,,o,, si bona opera habnerit, dulcis apud Deum cantus est.'' 

2 " Sic cantet servus Christi, ut non vox canentis, sed verba placeant qure leguntur: 
ut spiritus mains, qni erat in Saule, ejiciatnr ab his, qui similiter ab eo possidentur, 
et non introducatnr in eos, qui de domo scenam fecere populorum." 
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of England, is subjoined as a specimen, not only in its spirit 
and theology, but in its antiphonal structure-

"Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. We 
praise thee, we bless thee, we wol'Ship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee 
for thy great glory, 0 Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

"0 Lord, the only-begotten son Jesn Christ; 0 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God 
the Father, have m~rcy upon us. 

"For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, 0 Christ, with the 
Holy Ghost, art most high iu the glory of God the Father. Amen." 

(Ver. 20.) Evxapi<YTOVVTf~ 1r&vroT£ U7r~p 1r&vnov-" Giving 
thanks always for all things." Many collocations as 1ravror£ 
-1ravTwv are given by Lobeck, Paralip. vol. i. pp. 56, 57. 
This clause is still connected with 7rAilJpovu0£ Jv 1Iv£uµ,&n, and 
is further descriptive of one of its results and accompaniments. 
The heart becomes so susceptible in the possession of this 
fulness of the Spirit, that grateful emotions predominate, for its 
own unworthiness is contrasted with God's gifts poured down 
upon it in crowded succession. 1 Thess. v. 18. And this 
thanksgiving, from its very nature and causes, is continuous
waVToTE u1r~p 1r&vTwv. Thanksgiving cannot be always for
mally rendered, but the adverb has the same popular intensive 
meaning in 1 Thess. v. 18. Some, such as 'l'heodoret, take 
1r&vTwv in the masculine, which is against the context ; for it 
is of duty toward God the apostle speaks, not duty toward 
man, nor can we, with Meyer and others, limit the "all things" 
to blessings. We take it in a more extended and absolute 
sense, with Chrysostom, Jerome, and others. Chrysostom, 
indeed, says-" we are to thank God for hell "-{mep Tr/~ 
,Y€J11v71r;;_ aVTTJc;. Whether this extreme sentiment be just or 
not, it is foreign to the context, for the apostle speaks of " all 
things,, now possessed by us, or sent upon us-ovx u1rep TWV 

arya0wv ,uovov, says Theophylact ; etiam i"n i"is quro adversa 
putantur, says Jerome., It is an easy thing to thank God for 
blessings enjoyed, but not so easy to bless Him in seasons of 
suffering; yet when me:ri are filled with the Spirit, their modes 
of thought are so refined and exalted, and their confidence in 
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the divine benignity is so unhesitating, that they feel even 
adversity and aflliction to be grounds of thanksgiving, for-

" Behind a frowning Providence, 
He hides a smiling face." 

So many and so salutary are the lessons imparted by chas
tisement-so much mercy is mingled up in all their trials-so 
many proofs are experienced of God's staying "his rough wind 
in the day of his east wind," that the saints will not hang 
their harps on the willows, but engage in earnest and blessed 
minstrelsy. And such eucharistic service is to be presented-

lv ov6µan TOU Kvptov ~µwv 'l7JCTOV XpiCTTOV-" in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." These thanks are rendered not 
to "the honour of his name," for the phrase is not El, To 
lJvoµa. To do anything " to the name of,'' and to do it "in the 
name" of another, are widely different. The former implies 
honour and homage; the latter authority and warrant. Com
pare El, To lJvoµa, Matt. xxviii, 19 ; Acts xix. 5 ; 1 Cor. i. 
13, 15; but Jv -rrp ov6µan has a very different meaning, as 
may be seen in John xiv. 13; Acts iv. 12, x. 48; Col. iii. 
17; 2 Thess. iii. 6; 1 Pet. iv. 14. His name is the one element 
in which thanks are to be rendered-that is, by His warrant 
thanks are offered, and for His sake they are accepted. The 
phrase occurs in many connections, of which Harless has given 
only a sample. Thus in His name miracles are done, Luke 
x. 17 ; 'Acts. iii. 6, iv, 10, xvi. 18, James. v. 14; ordinances 
are dispensed, Acts x. 48, 1 Cor. v. 4; devotional service is 
offered and prayer answered, John xiv. 13, xvi. 23, 26, Phil. 
ii. 10; claim of divine commission is made, Mark xi. 9, Luke 
xix. 38; blessing is enjoyed, Acts iv. l 2, 1 Cor. vi. 11; 
the spiritual rule of life is enjoined, Col. iii. 17; a solemn 
charge is made, 2 Thess. iii. 6 ; reproach is born, 1 Pet. iv. 
14; or certain states of mind are possessed, Acts ix. 27, 28. 
Whatever the varieties of relation, or act, or state, the same 
generic idea underlies them all-as Bengel says, ut perinde sic 
ac si Ohristus faciat. Giving thanks-

-rrp E>Erp ,ca'i, IlaTpt-" to God and the Father." The 
article, as in similar places, is not repeated before the second 
noun, for it is but another epithet of Him who is named under 
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the first term. Winer, § 19, 3, note. See under i. 3. As 
to the relation of ITaT~p, Erasmus, Estius, Harless, Meyer, 
and Baumgarten-Crusius refer it to Christ ; but others, as 
Zanchius, Riickert, and Matthies, refer it to believers. The 
word, however, appears to have been employed in a general 
sense, for the paternal character of God has relation as well to 
His own Son, as to all His adopted human children. 

(Ver. 21.) 'T'TT'OTa(HTOfi,EVOt ll,A,A,~A.Ot, EV <f;>o{3<p Xpunov
" Submitting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ." 
Rom. xiii. 1 ; 1 Pet. ii. 13, v. 5. The authority for ®eov 
is so slight, that it needs not be recounted. This additional 
participial clause, which concludes the paragraph, forms also 
a link between it and the next. Indeed it commences a new 
section 1n Knapp's edition, and Olshausen inclines to the 
same opinion, but the participial form V'TT'omr:rr:roµ,Evoi forbids 
such a supposition. Chrysostom joins the clause to the former 
verses, and his arrangement is followed by Ruckert, Meier, 
Estius, Meyer, Harless. Winer,§ 4, 6. Olshauscn mistakes 
the connection when he wonders how an advice to subordina
tion can be introduced as a sequel tq spiritual joy. But the 
participle v'TT'omr:ro-oµ,Evot is joined to 7TA'TJpova-0e, and has no 
necessary or explanatory connection with the other dependent 
participles preceding it. It introduces a new train of thought, 
and is so far connected with the previous verb, as to indicate 
that this reciprocal deference has its root and origin in the 
fulness of the Spirit. It would perhaps be going too far to 
say, that as the phrase, "be not drunk with wine," is relatecl 
to the clause, " be filled with the Spirit," so this connected 
verse stands opposed, at the same time, to that self-willed 
perversity and that fond and foolish egotism which inebriety 
so often creates. It is out of all rule, on the part of Calvin, 
Zanchius, Koppe, Flatt, and Matthies, to take the participle 
as an imperative. The words ev cpo(3<p Xpio-Tov describe the 
element of this submission. It is reverential submission to 
Christ. Acts ix. 31 ; 2 Cor. v. 11 ; vii. 1 ; 1 Pet. iii. 2. <Do/30, 
here is not terror or slavish apprehension, but that solemn 
awe which the authority of Christ inspires. In this the mutual 
deference and submission commanded by the apostle must 
have their seat. This Christian virtue is not cringing obse-
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quiousness; and while it stands opposed td'rude and dictatorial 
insolence,. and to that selfish preference for our own opinion 
and position which amounts to a claim of infallibility, it is 
not inconsistent with that honest independence of disposition 
and sentiment which every rational and responsible being 
must exercise. It lays the foundation also, as is seen in the 
following conte,xt, for the discharge of relative duty, as in the 
three instances of wives, children, and servants, nor is it without 
room for exhibition in the case of husbands, parents, and 
masters; in ~hort, it should be seen to develop itself in all the 
relations of domestic life. 

(Ver. 22.) With regard to the following admonition it is to 
be borne in mind, that in those days wives when converted 
and elevated from comparative servitude, might be tempted, 
in the novel consciousness of freedom, to encroach a little-as 
if to put to the test the extent of their recent liberty and 
enlargement. The case was also no uncommon one for Chris
tian wives to have unbelieving husbands, and the wife might 
imagine that there was for her an opportunity to manifest the 
superiority of a new and happy creed. 1 Pet. iii. 1-6. And 
those Ephesian wives had little of the literary and none of 
the religious education enjoyed by the daughters of modem 
Christian households. Even under the Mosaic law, women 
and wives had few legal rights, and they too, when baptized, 
needed the injunction of the apostle-

al 7uvaZtce<; TO£<; lUot<; av3paaw, W<; Trjj Kvplrp-" wives 
submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord." 
The sentence has no verb, and it afforded, therefore, a fair oppor
tunity for the ingenuity of the early copyists. Some MSS., 
such as D, E, F, G, add inroTacrcrecr0e after ryvvattce<;. Scholz 
and Hahn place the same word after av8pacrtv, while A and 
some minusculi add v7roTacrcricr8roC1'av-a reading followed 
by Lachmann. There are other variations in the form of 
attempted supplement. Jerome proves that there was nothing 
in the Greek Codices to correspond to the subdit(IJ si"nt of the 
Latin version. The continuity of the apostle's style did not 
require any verbal supplement, and though the gender differs, 
eyery tyro will acquiesce in the reason given by Jerome-/" 
Kotvou resonat. J elf,§ 391. The idea conveyed in the participle 

2E 
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of the previous ver~e guides the sense. Wives, in the spirit of 
this submission, are to be directed in their duty to their hus
bands. The noun av17p, often signifies a husband, as "man" 
does in vernacular Scotch. Matt. i. 16; John iv.16-18; Homer, 
Od. xxiv. 195; Herod. i. 140. So also~ in Hebrew, Dent. 
xxii. 23. The precise meaning of lUoi<; in this connection 
has been disputed. There are two extremes ; that indicated 
by Valla, Bullinger, Bengel, Steiger, and Meyer, as if the 
apostle mea:nt to say, Your own husbands-not other and 
stranger men ; and that maintained by De W eJ:te, Harless, 
and Olshausen, that lUoi<; merely stands for the common pos
sessive pronoun. But in all such injunctions in which lUoi<; 
is used, as in 1 Cor. vii. 2 ; Col. iii. 18 ; 1 Pet. iii, 1, the word 
seems to indicate peculiar closeness of possession and relation, 
though indeed in later Greek its meaning is somewhat relaxed. 
John v. 18; Rom. viii. 32; 1 Cor. xiv. 35, &c. Winer, § 
22, 7; Phrynich. ed. Lobeck, 441. The duty of submission 
is plainly based on that tenderness, specialty, or exclusiveness 
of relationship which lUoi<; implies. But that submission is 
not servitude, for the wife is not a mere vassal. The sentiment 
of Paul is not that of the heathen poet-

Ilull'a yag OOVA'/l '7l'S\Z'l!IG!V &vilgo; 1/ r1W\Z'f1,JV 7uv~,1 
ri 0~ ff,~ r1wrpg1,JV &voiq, 'TOV guvovO' U'71'Ef\Z'govs7: 

The insubordination of wives has always been a fertile source 
of satire ; and yet Christian ladies in early times drew forth 
this compliment from L1banius, the "last glory of expiring 
paganism "-proh, quales feminas habent Ohristiani I 'l'he 
essence of this submission is explained by the important 
words-

ti><; np Kvpto/-" as to the Lord." Pelagius, Thomas 
Aquinas, and Semler capriciously regard this noun as standing 
for the plural ,cvp/oi<;, and render it" as to your masters," refer
ring to their husbands. Rtickert, Harless, Olshausen, Meyer, 
and Matthies take it to mean, that ye render this submission 
to your husbands as if it were rendered to Christ who enjoins 
it ; or, as Chrysostom more lucidly explains it-li><; €lDvfat 
on 7<p Kvptq, DovMDETE. The adverb oo<; denotes the character 

' Euripides, (Edi;_,, Fragm. Operu, cura Dindorf, ii. p. 923. 
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of the obedience enjoined, and such scemsio be the grammatical 
meaning of the clause. 'l'he context, however, might suggest 
another ph~se of meaning. "Women," says Olshausen, "are 
to be in submission, not to their husbands as such, but to the 
ordinance of God in the institution of marriage." And so De 
Watte, preceded by Erasmus, observes that the clause is 
explained by the following verse. The husband stands to the 
wife in the same relation as Christ stands to the church, and 
the meaning then, is, not as if she were doing a religious duty, 
but" in like manner as to the Lord"-the duties of the church 
to Him being the same in spirit as those of a wife to her hus
band. Jn either case the submission of a wife is a religious 
obligation. She may be in many things man's superior-in 
sympathy, in delicacy of sentiment, warmth of devotion, in 
moral heroism, and in power and patience of self-denial. Still 
the obedience inculcated by the apostle sits gracefully upon 
her, and is in harmony with all that is fair and feminine in 
her position and temperament :-

"For contemplation he antl valour formed
For softness she and sweet attractive grace: 
Ile for God only, she for God and b~m." 

(Ver. 23.) ''On a:zqp ea-nv ,mpa'Jvf) Tfj~ ryvvauco~, w~ Kal o 
Xpta-To~ KE<pa?l:ry Tfj~ e.tctc?l:r7a-la~-" For the husband is head 
of the wife, as also Christ is Head of the church." The pre
ponderance of authority is against the article o before av~p, 
which appears in the R.eceived Text. It does not need the 
article (Winer, § 19), though the article would not alter the 
meaning. It stands here as a species of monadic noun; or it 
may be rendered as a generaLproposition-" as a husband is 
the head of the wife "-the article before ryvvattc6~ pointing . 
out the special relation-" his wife." ~on introduces the 
reason why wives should be submissive-" as to the Lord." 
In the phrase ro~ ,ca'/,-" as also "-Ka{ is not superfluous, 
though it occurs only in the second clause and marks the 
sameness of relation in tce<pa?l:17. Klotz-Devar. vol. ii. 635. 
The meaning of the sentiment, Christ is the Head of the 
church, has been already explained under i. 22, and again 
under iv. 15, 16. The reader may turn to these explanations. 
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As Christ is Head of the church, so the husband is head of 
the wife. Authority and government are lodged in him ; the 
household has its unity and centre in him; from him the 
wife receives her cherished help ; his views and feelings are 
naturally adopted and acted out by her; and to him she looks 
up for instruction and defence. Severed from him she be
comes a widow, desolate and cheerless; the ivywhich clasped 
itself so lovingly round the oak, pines and withers when its 
tree has fallen. And there is only one head; dualism would 
be perpetual antagonism. This marital headship is man's 
prerogative in virtue of his prior creation, for he was first 
formed in sole and original dignity. 1 Tim. ii. 13. "Neither 
was the man created for the woman, but the woman for the 
man," so that he is in position the superior. "The man is 
not of the woman, but the woman of the man "-a portion of 
himself-his other self; taken. out from near his heart; and, 
therefore, though his equal in personality and fellowship, being 
of him and for him and after him, she is second to him. Nay, 
more, "Adam was not deceived; but the woman, being deceived, 
was in the transgression ; " and to her the Lord God said, 
"Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over 
thee," though the gospel lightens this portion of the curse 
which has been so terribly felt in all non-Christian lands, 
Each sex is indeed imperfect by itself, and the truest unity is 
conjugal duality. Still, though the woman was originally of 
the· man, yet now" the man is by the woman"-" the mother 
of all living." Finally, the apostle illustrates this headship 
by the striking declaration, that the woman is the "glory of 
the man," but "the man is the image and glory of God." 
1 Cor. xi. 3-12; 1 Tim. ii. 14. 

avror;; uoornp rov uwµ,aTor;;-" Himself Saviour of the body." 
The words ,ea{ and eun in the Received Text are found in 
D2, D3, E 2, K, L, in the majority of MSS. and in the Syriac 
and Gothic versions. Tittmann and Reiche also hold by the 
longer reading, but the words are wanting in A, B, D1, E\ 
F, G, while Codex A reads o uoor17p, AvTo<; is emphatic and 
can refer only to Xpiur6r;;. " Christ is Head of the church
Himself, and none other, Saviour of the body." Winer, 
§ 24, 4 b, note. Some refer it to avryp. Chrysostom's exposi-
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tion would seem to imply such a reference, and Holzhausen 
formally adopts it. But it is of Christ the apostle is speaking, 
and the independent and emphatic clause, thrown off without 
any connecting particle, gives a reason why He is Head of the 
church, to wit-" Himself Saviour of the body." The reader 
may turn to the meaning of uwµa under i. 23, iv. 15, 16. 
The paronomasia is imitated by Clement, ad Corinth. xxxviii. 
-urutiu0ro ovv ~µwv IJAOV 'TO uwµa f.V XptU'Tff 'l1JUOV. Christ 
is the Saviour of His body the church-not only its Redeemer 
by an act of atonement, but its continued Deliverer, Preserver, 
and Benefactor, and so is deservedly its Head. This Head
ship originated in the benefits which His church has enjoyed, 
and is based on His saving work; while the conscious enjoy
ment of that salvation brings the church gladly to acknowledge 
His sole supremacy. Some, indeed, suppose that in this clause 
there is an implied comparison, and that the husband is a 

species of uruT1JP to his wife. Bucer, Bullinger/, Musculus, 
Aretius, Zanchius, Erasmus, Grotius, Beza, Schrader, Riickert, 
Baumgarten-Crusius, Meier, Matthies-, De W ette,. and Peile, 
are of this mind. But the clause is peculiar, avTo<; separating 
it from what is said before. There is a comparison in 1mpa"}..11, 
that is, in the point of position and authority, but none in 
uro717p; for the love and protection which a husband may 
afford a wife can never be called uruT1Jpta, and has no resem
blance to Christ's salvation. Some even suppose that the 
wife is here called uwµa, basing their opinion on the language 
of ver. 28. There is no warrant for supposing that in the 
apostle's mind there was any etymological affinity between 
uruT1JP and uwµa, which in Homer signifies a dead body. See 
Stier in loc.; Benfey, Wurzelle.x., i., p. 412; and the two deri
vations in Plato, Oratylus, § 38, p. 233 ; Op., vol. iv., ed. 
Bekker. 

(Ver. 24.) 'A">,.">,.' (ii<; ~ f.lCICATJUia {rrroTauuera£ 'T<[i XptuTlj,
"But as the church is subject to Christ." The reading wu7T€p 
has no decided authority. The commencement of this clause 
occasions some difficulty. The hypothesis of Harless-not 
unlike that of Riickert, that aXX,a' is used to resume the main 
discourse-has been ably refuted by Olshausen. It is true 

1 Bullinger says--maritus =ris salttti, conaulat, erudiat, d'ifendat, nutriat. 
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that aX)..a does often follow a digression, but there is none 
here ; and even if the words were a digression, they form but 
a single clause, and did not surely necessitate a formal J,;>.,).,a. 
'fo give, with Zanchius and others, this particle the meaning 
of " now 11 or "wherefore," cannot be allowed, however such 
a meaning may seem to suit the reasoning. 'AAAa, says 
Olshausen, simply introduces the proof drawn from what pre
cedes. The husband is head of the wife as Christ is Head of 
the church, and the apostle argues-" but as the church is 
subject to Christ, so ought wives to be to their husbands." 
Winer, § 53, 1 a, says that aAA-a concludes the demonstration. 
De Wette's view is similar-" the clause exhibits the other 
aspect of the relation, as if he said-aber daraus folgt auch." 
Hofmann understands the antithesis thus-" but where the 
husband is not to his wife what he should be, in imitation 
of Christ, still subordination on her part remains a duty." 
Schriftb. vol. ii. 2, p. 116. Robinson says that aAAa is used in 
an antithetic clause to express something additional, and may 
be rendered, "but,"" but now," "but further." In the instances 
adduced by him there is marked antithesis, but though this 
passage is placed among them, there is in it no expressed 
contrast. Baumgarten-Crusius smiles at such as find any 
difficulty in aAAa, for it means, he says, dennoch aber
though the husband has his obligation as saviour of the body, 
the wife, yet the wife has hers too, and should be obedient. 
'l'his interpretation creates an antithesis by giving the clause 
" He is Saviour of the body " a meaning it cannot bear. See 
Bretschneider's Lexicon, sub voce. Meyer and Stier follow 
an alternative explanation of Calvin, making the antithesis of 
the following nature-" Christ has this as a special character
istic, that He is Saviour of His church; nevertheless, let 
wives know, that their husbands are over them after the 
example of Christ." 11Ieyer's improved representation of this 
idea is-" He himself, and none other, is the Saviour of the 
body, yet this relation, which belongs to Ilim exclusively, 
does not supersede the obligation of obedience on· the part of 
wives toward their husband; but as the church is subject to 
Christ, so ought wives to submit to their husbands." The 
same antithesis is more lucidly phrased by Bengel-" though 
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Christ and not the husband is the Saviour, and though the 
husband can have no such claim on his wife, yet the wife is 
to obey him as the church obeys Christ." Similarly Hodge, 
Ellicott, and Alford. The sense is good, but sounds like a 
truism. " Himself is Saviour of the body-that certainly 
man is not and cannot be, nevertheless as, &c."-you are 
to obey your husbands, who can never have claims on you 
like Christ. The choice is between this and giving ai\Aa 
an antithetic reference. It is very often used after an implied 
negative, especially after questions which imply a negative 
answer. Luke vii. 7; John vii. 49; Acts xix. 2. See also 
Rom. iii. 31, viii. 37; 1 Cor. vi. S, ix. 12. And without a 
question, such usage, implying a suppressed negative answer, 
is prevalent. Compare Luke xxiii. 15; 2 Cor. viii. 7, xiii. 4; 
Gal. ii. 3; Phil. i. 18, ii. 17; 1 Tim. i. 15, 16; Yigerus, 
De Id·ioti'smis, cap. viii. § 1. A singularly acute paper on ov,c 
ai\\a will be found in the appendix to the Commentary of 
Fritzsche on Mark. If we apply such an idiom to the passage 
before us, the sense will then be this: The man is head of the 
woman, as Christ is Head of the church-Himself Saviour of 
the body-do not disallow the marital headship, for it is a 
divine institution-ai\i\a-but as the church is subject to 
Christ-

rl \ " "" .... , ~ , ., '(' ' OV'TW<; /Ca£ a£ ryvva£K€<; 'TO£<; avopautv €V 7TUV7£ V7TO'TUtT<T€<T-

0wcrav)-"so let the wives be subject to their husbands in 
everything." '18loi-;, which in the Received 'l'ext stands before 
avopauw, is ptoperly rejected from the text. The words ev 
7TUVT£ mean in everything within the proper circuit of conjugal 
obligation. If the _husband trespass beyond this sphere he 
usurps, and cannot insist upon the obedience implied in the 
matrimonial contract. Obedience on the part of a wife is not 
a superinduced obligation. It springs from the affection and 
softness of her very nature, which is not fitted for robust and 
masculine independence, but feels the necessity of reliance 
and protection. It is made to confide, not to govern. In the 
domestic economy, though government and obedience certainly 
exist, they are not felt in painful or - even formal contrast; 
and, in fact, they are so blended in affectionate adjustment, 
that the line which severs them cannot be distinguished. The 
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law of marital government is a voµ,or; arypac/Jor;. Even the 
heathen poets, as may be seen in the following quotations from 
lVIenander, Philemon, and Euripides, acknowledged such a 

law, though they could not treat the subject with the tender
ness, beauty, and propriety of the apostle. Their notions are 
harder-

• Ara0ij• 'j'UVa1x6• fo•m, . 
M'/) xpEITTov Elva, 'f'• &,vlJpbG, ,;,,_;,,' v'lr~Xoov. 

Their images are humiliating-

and the feminine consciousness both of weakness and degrada
tion occasionally breaks out-

, A,,X fooi:ifl ;an 'f'OU'f'O µ,nv, yuvai;(,' 8'f'1 

"Eq>u1,m, ~G 'll'fOG rivopaG ou µ,a-x,ouµ,ha. 

(Ver. 25.) Oi avope\'1 atya7TUT€ Tit<; ryvvatK,a<; €aVTwv-"Hus
bands love your own wives." The apostle now turns to the 
duties of husbands. There is some doubt as to the word 
fovTwv. Lachmann and Tischendorf reject it; A and B want 
it; but D, E, K, L, have it. Some MSS., as F and G, read 
uµ,wv instead. But there is not sufficient ground to reject it. 
As wives are summoned to obedience, so husbands are com
manded to cherish love. The apostle dwells upon it. In 
Eastern countries, where polygamy was so frequent, conjugal 
love was easily dissipated; and among the Jews, the seclusion 
of unmarried young women often made it possible that the 
bridegroom was a stranger not only to the temper and manners 
of his bride, but even to the features of her face. Disappoint
ment, followed by quarrel and divorce, must have been a 
frequent result. Therefore the apostle wished Christian hus
bands to be patterns of domestic virtue, and to love their 
wives. If love leads to conjugal union, and to the selection 
of a woman to be a wife, surely the affection which originated 
such an alliance ought to sustain and cheer it. Surliness, 
outbursts of temper, passionate remonstrances for mere trifles, 



EPHESIANS V. 26. 425 

are condemned. Husbands are not to be domestic tyrants; 
but their dominion is to be a reign of love. As the example 
of the church in her relation to Christ is set before wives, so 
the example of Christ, in His relation to the church, is set 
before husbands-

,ca06Jr; ,cal; o XptCTTor; 'Y]rya'Tr'TJ<T€V Ti/V EICICX'TJ<Tlav-" as also 
Christ loved the church." For Ka0dJr;, see i. 4, and ,ca06Jr; ,cal 
iv. 32 and v. 2; and for e,c,cX'TJ<r{a, see i.· 22. 'l'hat church 
was originally impure and sinful-an infant exposed on the 
day of its birth, "to the loathing of its person; " but the 
Divine Lover passed by and said to it, " Live," for its "time 
was the time of love." The exposed foundling was His foster
child before it became His bride. Ezek. xvi. Similar phrase
ology as to love em bodied in atonement has been employed in 
the 2d verse of this chapter. What infinite pity and ineffable 
condescension are found in Christ's love to His church I 
Every blessing enjoyed by her must be traced upward and 
backward to the attachment of the Saviour. The church did 
not crave His love: He bestowed it. It was not excited by 
any loveliness of aspect on the part of the church, for she 
was guilty and impure-unworthy of His affection. But His 
love for her was a fondness tender beyond all conception, and' 
ardent beyond all parallel-

/Cat ea1.1Tov 7rap€OIDKev U'Trf p au'T1J~" and gave Himself for 
her." 'l'his phraseology has also occurred in the 2d verse of 
this chapter, and been there considered. Christ's sacrificial 
death in the room of His church, is the proof and expression 
of His love. What love to present such a gift ! None could 
be nobler than Himself-the God-man-and so cheerfully con
ferred I 'l'hat gift involved a death of inexpressible anguish, 
rendered still more awful by the endurance of the terrible 
penalty; and yet He shrank not from it. Who can doubt a 
love which has proved its strength and glory in such suffering 
and death? Now the love of the husband towards his wife 
is to be an image or reflection of Christ's love to the church; 
like it, ardent and devoted; like it, tender and self-abandon
ing; and like it, anxious above all things and by any sacrifice 
to secure the happiness of its object. He gave Himself-

(Ver. 26.) "Iva auTiJv a,ryu£ur,, ,ca0ap{<rar; T<p Xou1ptp Tov 
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l,3aTO, €V Mµan-" In order that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the laver of the water in the word." 
This verse contains the nearer purpose, and the following verse 
unfolds the ulterior design of the Saviour's love and death, 
both being introduced by the telic Zva. The account given of 
the term &ryw, under i. 1, will serve so far to explain the 
meaning of the allied verb which occurs in this clause. It 
denotes to consecrate or to set apart, and then to make holy 
as the result of this consecration. Matt. xxiii. 17; 1 Cor. vii. 
14; 1 Thess. v. 23; Heb. ii. 11. Calvin, Beza, Harless, and 
Meier take the verb in the former sense. Others, such as 
Piscator, Riickert, Meyer, De W ette, Baumgarten-Crusius, 
Matthies, and Stier, give the meaning of moral or spiritual 
purification. The first appears to us to be the prominent idea, 
but not, certainly, to the exclusion of the last signification. 
That He might consecrate her, or set her apart to Himself as 
His own redeemed and peculiar possession-that she should 
be His and His alone-His by a special tie of tender devoted
ness-was the object of His death. Riickert objects to this 
exegesis, that the dative Eavrcj', or rp ®ecj', is wanting, but the 
supplement is implied in the verb itself. Wholly out of the 
question is the interpretation of Koppe, Flatt, and Matthies, 
that the verb means to make expiation for-to absolve from 
guilt. It is true that a,ryiatw is used in the Septuagint for 
the Hebrew-~:;i (Exod. xxix. 33, 36), and Stuart ( Com
mentary on Heb. ii. 10) maintains that the verb has such a 
meaning in the Epistle to the Hebrews, but the examples which 
he has adduced admit of the meaning we have assigned to the 
word in the passage before us. Heb. x. 10, &c., xiii. 11, 12. 
See Delitzsch in Zoe. Comment. zum B. an die Hebraer1 p. 71, 
and Bleek in Zoe., De·r B. an die Hebraer, who hold our view. 
Moreover, if ,ca0apta·a- refer, as it does, to spiritual purifica
tion, then it can scarcely be thought that the apostle expresses 
the same idea in t}lc previous verb alyta<J'y. 'l'he meaning is, 
that having purified her He might consecrate her to Himself; 
this idea being suspended till it is brought out with special 
emphasis in the following verse. Meyer distinguishes oPtufov 
from ,ca0apl<ra<;, as if the last were the negative and the first 
the positive aspect of the idea. The distinction is baseles;;, 
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for the purifying is as positive as is the sanctification. Harless 
errs in denying that here, whatever may be the fact elsewhere, 
the action of the participle precedes that of the verb, and in 
supposing that they coincide in time-Ka0apt(J'a,<; being a 
further definition of wyui(J"[l, Hofmann, loc. cit., connects Ka0a

p£(J'ar;; immediately with Zva 7rapa(J'T'l)(J''[I, but very needlessly. 
This exegesis is as baseless as is the Syriac version and our 
English translation-" that He might sanctify and cleanse it." 
The nominative to the verb is contained in the participle. 
Ri.ickert, Matthies, and Olshausen render it "after that He 
has purified "-nachdem. De ViTette, on the other hand, pre
fers indem-" since that." 'l'he meaning is not different, if 
. the participle be thus supposed to contain a pre-existent 
cause. 

The idea expressed by Ka0ap[(J'a<; is that of purification, and 
its nature is to be learned from the following terms expressive 
of instrumentality. That the phrase T<p -XovTpp Tov NlaTor;; 
refers to the rite of baptism, is the general and correct opinion, 
the genitive being that of material, and the dative that of instru
ment, while the two articles express the recognized prominence 
as well of the water as of the laver. But as the entire para
graph presents a nuptial image, we see no reason on the part 
of Harless, Olshausen, and others, for denying all allusion to 
the peculiar and customary antcnuptial lustrations. The church 
is the bride, "the Lamb's wife;" and described under this 
appellation, her baptism may be viewed as being at the same 
time--XovTpov vvµ,rpiK6v. Bos (Exercitat. p. 186), Elsner, 
Wetstein, Flatt, Bengel, Ri.ickert, Matthies, Holzhausen, and 
Stier, concur in the same representation. The washing of 
water in baptism was the sacrament expressive of purification. 
Acts ii. 38, xxii. 16; Heb. x. 22. Baptism is called -XovTpov 

7raAl'/'Y€V€(J'{a,;-" the laver of regeneration," a phrase farther 
explained by the fol1owing words-avaKatvro(J'€W'> 7rV€vp,aTor;; 

wytov-" the renewing of the Holy Ghost." 'l'it. iii. 5. 
But the additional words, Jv Mµ,an, are not so easily 

undel'stood. Quite foreign to the thought is the opinion of 
Hofmann, that as a man declares his will to make a woman 

· his wife by a word or declaration, and so takes her from 
the unhonour of her maiden condition, so has Christ done to 
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the church. Schriftb. vol. ii. 2, 173. Some of the conflicting 
opinions may be noted :-

I. The Greek fathers, followed by Ambrosiaster, Anselm, 
Thomas Aquinas, Calovius, Flatt, and De W ette, easily under
stand the phrase of the baptismal formula. Chrysostom says 
-lv Mµan <p'T}u{; then he puts the question, 7ro{rp? "in what 
word?" and his ready answer is, " In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." But it is not at all 
probable that pf/µa should stand for lJvoµa; and if it did, we 
should expect, as Harless intimates, to have it emphasized 
with an article prefixed. Nor has the word such a significa
tion in any other portion of the New Testament. 

II. Semler would strike out the words altogether; Michaelis 
would regard pf/µa as a Pauline Cilicism for pevµa;_ while 
Ernesti and Koppe, imitated by Stolz, join the words lv 
pi)µaTt fva together, and suppose that they stand for the 
Hebrew formula-,w~ ~;'~"in order that." The Seventy, 
however, never so render the Hebrew idiom, but translate it 
by beJCev. Gen. xx. 6, 11 ; Num. xvi. 49; Ps. :xliv. 6. 

III. Some join lv MµaTt to the verb 0/"/uiuy-" that He 
might sanctify by the word," the intervening clause, "having 
cleansed by the washing of water," being a parenthesis. This 
exegesis yields a good meaning, and is contended for by 
Jerome, Flacius, Baumgarten,Morus, Bisping,Rlickert, Meyer, 
and Winer, § 20, 2 b, a. But the position of lv pijµan at the 
very end of the verse, forbids such an exegesis. It is a forced 
expedient, and the only reason for adopting it is the confessed 
difficulty of explaining the words in their obvious and natural 
connection. 

IV. By other critics the phrase ev Mµan is joined to Tq> 
Xovrprj, TOV iJoaTor,1 as a qualificative or descriptive epithet. 
Such is the view of Augustine, Sedulius, Luther, Estius, 
Calvin, Erasmus, Flatt, Storr, Hornberg, Holzhausen, and 
Stier. But though these scholars agree as to the general con
nection, their opinions vary much as to the special signification. 
The common argument against this and similar constructions, 
to wit, that the article should have been repeated before ev 
p17µan, has many exceptions, though in such a proposed con
struction its insertion would appear to be necessary:-
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1. Augustine ( Tractatus lxxx. in Johannem), Estius, Bodi us, 
Roell, Crellius, Slichtingius, Flatt, Holzhausen, and the critics 
generally who are enumerated under No. IV., take pf']µa 
as signifying the gospel. Augustine says-accedit verbum 
ad elementum, et fit sacramentum. Sacramento simul et fidei, 
says Estius ; or again, aquce baptismo per verbum evangelii 
creditum ac fide susceptum mundat. Bodius writeS-verbum 
ut dipwma, sacramenturn ut sigillum. These meanings give 
ev an unwonted sense of" along with, or by means of." Had 
the apostle meant to say that the efficacy of baptism lies in 
faith in the word, surely other language wonld have been 
employed. The view of Knapp ( Vorlesungen iiber die Christ. 
Gl,aubenskhre, ii. § 140) is of the same nature, and is liable 
to similar objections. " The Word," he says, "is the evan
gelical system in its fullest extent-its precepts and promises." 
" In baptism," he adds, " the latter are made over, and we 
pledge ourselves to obey the former. Baptism may be thus 
called verbum IJei visibik." 

2. Others look on pf']µa as denotive of divine agency in 
baptism. This was Luther's view, as expressed in his Smaller 
Oatechism-verbum IJei quod in et cum aqua est (Die Sym
bolischen Bucher der Evang. Luth. Kirche, p. 362, ed. Muller). 
Calvin's view is somewhat similar-verbo sublato perit tota vis 
sacramentorum. . . • Porro verbum hie promissionem signi.ficat, 
qua vis et usus signi explicatur . .. In verbo tantum valet atque 
per verbum. This notion is imitated also by Rollock. The 
preposition ev may bear such a signification. Still, had the 
apostle meant to say that baptism derived its efficacy from the 
word, surely something more than the simple addition ev 
Mµan might have been expected. Olshausen looks upon ev 
,Nµan as equivalent to ev Ilv€6µan-" as signifying a bath 
in the wo:i;d, that is, a bath in which one is born of water and 
of the Spirit." This strange opinion cuts the knot, but does 
not untie it. Similar is the view of Stier, and Hornberg who 
paraphrases-aqua verbalis et spiritualis. The proposition of 
Grotius is no less violent, inserting the particle w<, before T<[J 
:\ovTprj,-washing them by the word "as" in a bath of water. 

3. A third party, such as Storr-Opuscula Academica i. 194 
~and Peile, give pf]µa the sense of mandate-prmscriptum. 
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"The apostle," says Peile, u declares water-baptism to be 
the divinely-instituted sign or sacrament whereby men are 
regenerated." This notion gives ev the strange sense of'' in 
conformity to." 

V. and lastly. Others, such as Bengel, Matthies, and Har
less, join the words ev p17µa-n with «a0ap£aw;. To this opinion 
we incline; but we cannot agree with Harless in giving the 
phrase the meaning of ausspruchsweise, verheissungsweise. The 
idea in such an explanation is, that the cleansing is given in 
the form of a declaration or promise made in the ordinance. 
But there is no need to depart from the ordinary meaning of 
Mµa in the New Testament. The Syriac reads-" that he 
might sanctify and purify her in the laver of water and by the 
word;" and the Vulgate has-in verbo vitm. But we regard 
ev as denoting the instrument in its internal operation, and so 
far different from ouf; and by pfJµa we understand the gospel, 
the usual meaning of the Greek term. Acts x. 44, xi. 14; 
Rom. x. 8, 17; Eph. vi. 17; Heb. vi. 5. It wants the article 
as if it were used, as ~feyer suggests, like a proper name. It 
is a mere refinement on the part of Baumgarten-Crusius to 
understand by it "a preached gospel." The church is cleansed 
"by the laver of the water"-cleansed by "the word." 
The washing of water symbolizes the pardon of sin and the 
regeneration of the heart. While this cleansing has its 
sacramental symbol in the washing of water, it has its special 
instrument in the word; or np XovTp<p in the simple dative 
may denote the instrument (Bernhardy, p. 100); and ev p17µaTt 
the "conditional element," as Alford calls it. The word is 
the Spirit's element in effecting a blessed and radical change, 
and in guiding, ruling, and prompting the heart into which 
the new life has been infused. Men are thus cleansed by 
baptism in the word. Ps. cxix. 9 ; 1 Pet. i. 23. Thomasius, 
Christi Person und Werk, § 66, Erlangen, 1859. Christ 
accomplishes these results through His death, and what is pro
perly done by His Spirit may be ascribed to Himself, who for 
this other purpose loved the church and gave Himself for it-

(Ver. 27.) ''Iva 7Tapa<1''1'1]<1''[J avToc;; eavnp i!voo~ov Ti}V ftcK,XTJ

aLav-" in order that He might present, Himself to Himself, 
the church glorious." AvToc;;, supported by the authority of 
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A, B, D1, F, G, L, and many versions and Fathers, is decidedly 
to be preferred to the avT1v of the Textus Receptus. This 
verse declares the ultimate purpose of the love and death of 
Him who is" both Ransom and Redeemer voluntary." Har
less errs in regarding the two clauses beginning with fva as 
co-ordinate. The allusion is still to a nuptial ceremony, and 
to the presentation of the bride to her husband-~1ho-;--E1avTp. 
The august Bridegroom does not present his spouse to Him
self till he can look upon her with complacency. Harless 
affirms that the presentation described is that of a sacrifice 
on the altar, because the epithets employed by"the apostle are 
occasionally applied to victims and offerings; but such a view 
is in conflict with the entire language and imagery on to the 
end of the chapter. Nay, there is a peculiar beauty in apply
ing sacrificial terms to the fair and immaculate bride, as she 
is fit, even according to legal prescription, to be presented to 
her Lord. So Meyer remarks fovT<p would be out of place 
in the theory of Harless-Jesus presenting an oblation to Him
self! The word 7rapa<n1uv occurs with a similar meaning 
in 2 Cor. xi. 2-" that I may present you as a chaste virgin 
to Christ." AvTo~EavT<j,---He and none other presents the 
bride, and IIE and none other receives her to HIMSELF. No 
inferior agency is permitted ; a proof in itself, as well as His 
death, of His love to the church. "Evoogov-" glorious ; " the 
epithet being a tertiary predicate and emphatic in position. 
Donaldson,§ 489. 'l'he same idea occurs in Rev. xix. 7, 8. 
The term refers originally to external appearance-the com
bined effect of person and dress. The illustrious epithet is 
explained by the succeeding clauses-first negative-

µi} lxovuav a-7r£Xov, ~ pvTioa, ij n Truv TOLOVTCdV-" having 
neither spot, or wrinkle, or any one of such things." !'TT't
Xo-;-, which ought to be spelled with a simple accent-a-7r{Xo-;
(&a-7rtXo-;- forming a dactyle), is a stain or blemish, and is one 
of the words of the later Greeks. 2 Pet. ii. 13. A&y€ OE WfJA{-;-, 

as the older attic term, says Phrynicus, (p. 28.) 'PvTts- is 
a wrinkle or fold on the face, indicative of age or disease. 
Dioscorides, i. 39; Passow, sub voce. Not only are spots and 
,wrinkles excluded, but every similar blemish. The terms are 
taken from physical beauty, health, and symmetry, to denote 
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spiritual perfection. Cant. iv. 7. The attempts made by some 
critics, such -as Anselm, Estius, and Grotius, to distinguish 
nicely and formally between the virtues or graces described 
in these terms respectively, are needless. Thus Augustine 
takes the first term to mean d~formitas operis, and the second 
duplicitas intentionis, and the last inclusive phrase to com
prehend reliq_uiro peccawrum ut pravae inclinationis, motus 
involuntarii et multiplicis ignorantire. Not only negatively 
but positively-

a-;\.-;\.' 7va y aryfu ,cal &µ.roµ,or;-" but that she should be 
holy and without blemish." One might have expected a-;\.i\1 

ov<rav, but it is as if 7va µ,~ ~V <rmi\ov had stood in the 
previous clause. The syntax is thus changed, no uncommon 
occurrence in Greek composition, as may be seen in John viii. 
53 ; Rom. xii. 1, 2. On the oratio variata, compare Winer, 
§ 63, 2, 1 ; Kuhner, § 844. The syntactic change here, with 
the repetition of 7va gives special prominence to the idea which 
has been expressed, first negatively, but now in this clause 
with positive affirmation. The meaning of cuyfu has been 
given already under i. 1, 4; and of &µ.roµ,or; under i. 4, and 
needs not be repeated here. Such, then, is to be the ultimate 
perfection and destiny of the church. In her spotless purity 
the love of Christ finds its extreme and glorious design reai
ized. That love which led Him to cie, in order to bestow 
pardon and to secure holiness, is not contented till its object 
be robed in unsullied and unchanging purity. 

But when is this perfection to be for the first time possessed, 
and when does this presentation take place? We have already 
said that the presentation is not contemporary with the con
secration, but is posterior to it, and does not finally and formally 
take place on earth. The " church" we understand in its full 
significance, as the whole company of the redeemed, personi
fied, and represented as a spiritual Spouse. The presentation 
belongs therefore to the period of the second coming, when 
the human species shall have completed its cycle of existence 
on earth; and every one whom the Saviour's all-seeing eye 
beheld as belonging to His church, and whom, therefore, He 
loved and died for, and cleansed, has shared in the final 
redemption. (The reader may turn to what is said upon the 



EPHESIANS V. 28. 433 

phrase-" redemption of the purchased possession/' i. 14.) 
Augustine and Jerome among the Fathers, Primasius, Bernard, 
and Thomas Aquinas among scholastic divines, along with 
Estius, Calvin, and Beza, hold to this view. as to the epoch 
of the presentation, in antagonism with Cajetan, Bucer, Wolf, 
Bengel, and Harless, who regard the glorification of the 
church as a species of present operation. The loose language 
of the Greek commentators seems to intimate that they held 
the same hypothesis. Augustine flagellates the Donatists and 
Pelagians, who believed in the present sinlessness of the 
church ; for truly such a state can only be such a compara
tive perfection as John Wesley describes when he says, 
" Christian perfection does not imply an exemption from 
ignorance or mistakes, infirmities or temptations." The 
church as it now is, and as it has always been, has many 
spots and wrinkles upon it. But perfection is secured by a 
process of continuous and successful operation, and shall be 
ultimately enjoyed. "The bride, the Lamb's wife," hath for 
centuries been making herself ready, and at length Christ, as 
He looks upon His church, will pronounce her perfect without 
tinge of sin or trace of any corruption; she will appear "holy 
and without blemish" in His view whose "eyes are a flame 
of fire." As He originally loved her in her impurity, how 
deep and ardent must be His attachment now to her when He 
sees in her the realization of His own gracious and eternal 
purpose! The nuptial union is at length consummated amidst 
the pealing halleluiahs of triumph and congratulation. So 
fervent, self-sacrificing, and successful is Christ's love to His 
church ; and now He rejoices over her with joy, and His toil 
and death being amply compensated, " He will rest in His 
love." 

(Ver. 28.) O{hro<, Kal Ol tivop€<, o<f,€[">,.,ouaw ar·1awav Tlt', 

€aVTWV ryuva'iKa',, W', Tlt eaUTWV uroµaTa-" So also oughf"hus~ 
bands to love their own wives, as being their own bodies." 
The reading adopted ha_s A, D, E, F, G. and the Vulgate, 
Gothic, and Coptic versions in its favour. The adverb oilTro<, 

carries us back to Ka0ro<;, and indicates the bringing home of 
the argument. It is contrary to the plain current of thought 
on the part of Estius, Meier, De Wette, Baumgarten-Crusius, 

2F 
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and Alford, to make it refer to 009 in the following clause, as 
if the apostle said, Ye are to love your wives in the way in 
which ye love your own bodies. The oihco<, takes up the 
comparison betwien the husband and Christ, the wife and the 
church. "Thus," that is, in imitation of Christ's love, "hus
bands ought to love their own wives." The instances adduced 
by Alford and Ellicott against the statement in our first edition 
are not all of them quite parallel, in the position and use of 
oihco,, in reference to prrocedentia. There is no parenthesis in 
the two preceding verses, as Zanchius and Harless suppose. 
It is putting a special pressure upon the words to insist, after 
the example of Macknight and Barnes, that the husband's love 
to his wife shall be an imitation of Christ's love, in all those 
enumerated features of it. When Christ's love is mentioned, 
the full heart of the apostle dilates upon it, and in: its fervour, 
tenderness, devotedness, and nobility of aim, a husband's love 
should resemble it. In the phrase "as their own bodies," 
HaYless and Stier, in imitation of Theophylact, Zanchius, and 
Calovius, suppose that co<, is used argumentatively, and that 
the verse contains two comparisons-" As ChYist loved the 
church, so husbands are to love their wives"-" As they love 
their own bodies, so are they to love their wives." But the 
introduction of a double comparison only cumbers 'the argu
ment. The idea i~ well expressed by Meyer-" So ought 
husbands to love their wives, as being indeed their own 
bodies.'' The language is based on the previous imagery. 
The apostle calls Christ the Head and the church the body, 
that body of which He is Sav:c>ur. Christ loved the church 
as being His body. Now the husband is the head of the 
wife, and as her head he ought to love her as being his body. 
And therefore-

o wya'JT'WV T~V EaVTOV ryvva'illa eaVTOV arya7r~-" he that 
loveth his own wife loveth himself.'' But the phrase," loveth 
himself," is not identical with the formula of the preceding 
clause-" as their own bodies;" it is rather an inference from 
it. If the husband, as the head of the wife, loves his wife as 
being his own body, it is a plain inference that he is only 
loving himself. His love is not misspent ; it is not wasted on 
some foreign object; it is a hallowed phasis of self-love. 
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(Ver. 29.) Oi!oek ,yap 7rOT€ T~V eaVTOU <1'ilplla eµl<T'f/<TEv~ 
"For nobody ever hated his own flesh;" (fools and fanatics 
excepted). This is a general law of nature. Eccl. vi. 7. I'ap 
is argumentative, and <rap~ is used by the apostle rather than 
<rwµa, because of its occurrence in the words of the first 
institution of marriage-" they twain shall be one flesh." It 
has here also its simple original meaning, and not such a sense 
as it has in ii. 3. It is as if the apostle had said, "It is as 
unnatural a thing not to love one's wife, as it is not to love 
one's self." Every one loves his own flesh, and in harmony 
with the same law of nature he will love his other self-his 
wife. The commentators have adduced similar phraseology 
from the classics, such as Curtius, Seneca, and Plutarch. 

aXXa EICTperpet tcal 0aX1ret ailT~v-" but nourisheth and 
cherisheth it." "E,car,ror; is understood before the two verbs. 
Stallbaum, Plato De Rep. ii. p. 366. A man's care over his 
body, is that of a nursing-mother over a child. The verbs 
may be distinguished thus, that the former means to supply 
nutriment-etc-referring to result; and the latter literally to 
supply warmth, but really and generally to cherish-more 
than Bengel's-id spectat amictum. Deut. xxii. 6; Job xxxix. 
14; 1 'l'hess. ii. 7. More, certainly, than food and clothing 
is meant by the two verbs. This being a man's instinct 
towards his own flesh, it would, if freely developed, dictate 
his duty toward her who is with him "one flesh "-the com
plement of his being. 

tca0@r; tcal o Xpt<1'Tor; ~v EllllX'f/<1'lav-" as also Christ the 
church." On the authority of A, B, D\ E, F, G, the Syriac, 
and Vulgate, with Chrysostom and Theodoret, Xpt<1'Tor; is the 
preferable reading to Kvpwr;, and is adopted by Lachmann 
and Tischendorf. Christ nourishes the church, feeds it with 
His word, fosters it by His Spirit, gives it the means of 
growth in the plenitude and variety of His gifts, revives and 
quickens it by His presence, and guards it by His own almighty 
power from harm and destruction. It is a quaint and formal 
interpretation of Grotius-" that Jesus nourishes the church 
by his Spirit, and clothes it with virtues." Something more, 
'therefore, than food and clothing is demanded from the hus
band to the wife ; he is to give her love and loyalty, honour 
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and support. As Christ nourishes and cherishes His church, 
and as every man nourishes and cherishes his own flesh ; so 
the bidding of nature and the claim of religious duty should 
lead the husband to nourish and cherish his wife. 

(Ver. 30.) "On µtx,,, E<TµEv TOV <rwµaTOr; UVTOV, €K T1Jr; 
<rap,."or; av..-ov, Ka£ EiC TWV OUT€(i)V QVTOu-" For members we 
are of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." The last 
two clauses beginning with EK are not found in A, B, and 
other Codices of less note, such as 17 and 672; but they are 
found in D, E, F, G, K, L, almost all MSS., in Chrysostom 
and Theodoret, and in the Syriac and V ulgate versions. We 
cannot, therefore, exclude them with Lachmann and Davidson, 
Biblical Criticism, vol. ii. p. 378. Tischendorf adopts them 
in his seventh edition. They have been omitted at first, as 
De w ette suggests, by a oµotoT€AEVTOV ; av..-ov • . • av..-ov, 
or because they seem to express gross and material ideas. 
This verse adduces a reason why Christ nourishes and cher
ishes the church, for it stands in the nearest and dearest relation 
to Him. We are members of His body, as being members of 
His church, and, as members of that body, we are nourished 
and cheijshed by the Head-E,c in both the last clauses pointing 
to origin. Winer,§ 47. See under iv. 15, 16. Bengel, Harless, 
Olshausen, and Stier understand by uwµa the actual personal 
body of Jesus-the body of His glorified humanity. But in 
what sense are or can we be members-µJx,,,-ofthat body? It 
has its own organs and members, which it took in the virgin's 
womb. But the apostle has his thoughts occupied with con
jugal duties, and he has, in subordination to this, introduced 
Christ and His clrnrch as bridegroom and bride ; therefore 
his mind reverts naturally to the imagery and language of the 
original matrimonial institute, and so he adds-" we are mem
bers of His flesh and of His bones." Gen. ii. 23.1 The argu-

I It is too cold an interpretation, whereby some men expound our being in Christ 
to import. nothing else, but only that the self-same nature which maketh us to be 
men, is in Him, and maketh Him man as we are. For what man in the world is 
there which bath not so far forth communion with Jesus Christ? It is not this 
that can sustain the weight of such sentences as can speak of the mystery of our 
coherence (John xiv. 20, xv. 4) with Jesus Christ. The church is in Christ as Eve 
was in Adam. Yea by grace we are every of us in Christ and in His church, 
as by nature we are in those our first parents. God made Eve of the rib of 
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ment of Harless against this view, which appears so natural, 
is lame and inconclusive, and he holds the opinion, that the 
two clauses are simply a further explanation of the statement
" we are members of His body." What is really meant by 
the striking phraseology has been a subject of no little dispute. 

1. Cajetan, Vatablus, Calovius, Bullinger, Vorstius, Grotius, 
Zanchius, and Zachariae, refer the words to the origin of the 
church from the flesh and bones of Christ, nailed to the cross, 
and there presented to God. Such an idea is neither prominent 
in the words nor latent in the context. 

2. Not more satisfactory is the view which is held in part 
by Theodoret, by Calvin, Beza, and Grotius, who find in the 
phrase a reference to the Lord's Supper. Kahnis, Abendmahl, 
p. 143. These critics differ in the way in which they under
stand such a reference, and no wonder; for the communion 
there enjoyed is only a result of the union which this verse 
describes. Strange, if there be any allusion to the eucharist, 
that there is a reference to the bones, but none to the blood of 
Christ. 

3. Not so remote from the real sense is the opinion ofChry
sostom, Theophylact, Ambrosiaster, CEcumenius, Bengel, and 
Matthies, who suppose an allusion in the phraseology to that 
new birth which is effected by Christ, as if it had been shadowed 
out by Eve's extraction. from Adam's side. CEcumenius says 
-JE aVTOV 0€ Ka0o a:rrapx~ ~µ,0011, E<T'T't TI}~ 0€VTJpa~ '1T"Aa<T€(r)~ 
W<T7r€p EiC TOV 'Aoaµ, oia 'T~l/ 7rp6JT7JV, lt is indeed as renewed 
men that believers have any fellowship with Christ. But the 
:i'dea of birth is not naturally nor necessarily implied in the 
apostle's language, and it is founded upon an incorrect inter
pretation of our Lord's expression about eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood. John vi. 53. 

4. As plausible is the theory which explains the clauses by 

Adam. And His church he frameth out of the very flesh, the very wounded and 
bleeding side of the Son of man. His body crucified and His blood shed for the 
life of the world, are the true elements of that heavenly being, which maketh us 
such as himself is of whom we come (1 Cor. xv. 48). For which cause the words 
of Adam may be fitly the words of Christ concerning His church, "flesh of my flesh, 
and bone of my bones," a true native extract out of mine own body. So that in Him 
even according to His manhood we according to our heavenly being are as branches 
in that root out of which they grow.-Hooker, Works, vol. i. p. 626, ed. Ox. l-841. 
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a reference to that identity of nature which Christ and His 
people possess. They are partakers of one humanity. Chry
sostom and Theopliylact also give this view; Irenreus, Augus
tine, and Jerome maintain it ; and it has been held by Thomas 
.Aquinas, Aretius, Cocceius, and Michaelis. The reply, "that 
in that case the language must have been, He took upon him 
our flesh and bone," has been met by Estius, who says, "the 
language is just, because in His incarnate state He is the 
Head and we are only members." But our principal objec
tion is, that this simple community of nature with Christ is 
common to all men ; whereas it is only of believers, and of a 
union peculiar to them, that the apostle speaks. 

!5. We confess our inability to understand the meaning of 
Bisping, Olshausen, and others. " The words refer,'' they 
say, "to Christ's imparting of His glorified humanity to 
believers through the communion of His flesh and blood. . . . 
It is by the self-communication of His divine-human (the
anthropic) nature that Christ makes us His flesh and bone. 
He gives to His followers His flesh to eat and His blood to 
drink." Bisping, a Romanist, says, "In the regeneration through 
baptism, the glorified body of Christ is communicated to us." 
That is, as he explains, " the germ of the resurrection of the 
body is implanted in us at baptism, and this germ is only an 
outflow from Christ's glorified body." Such an idea could 
only be consistently based on the Lutheran view of consubstan
tiation, or some species of pantheism, or what Turner calls 
Panchristism. But-

6. 'l'he apostle has the idea of marriage and its relations 
before him, and he employs thP imagery of the original insti
tute, which first depicted the unity of man and wife, to describe 
the origin and union of the church and Christ. As the woman 
was literally, by being taken out of Adam, bone of his bone 
and flesh of his flesh; as this duality sprung from unity, and 
was speedily resolved into it: so the church is originated out 
of Christ, and, united to Him as its Head or Husband, is one 
with Him. The language is, therefore, a metaphorical expres
sion of this union, borrowed from the graphic diction of Genesis; 
and this image evidently presented itself to the apostle's mind 
from its connection with the origin and nature of those con-
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jugal duties which he is inculcating in the parargraph before 
us. The error of 1\feyer's exegesis is his restriction of the 
imagery to the one example of Adam and Eve, whereas it has 
its verification in every nuptial union, and hence the apostle's 
use of it. As Eve derived her life and being out of Adam, 
and was physically of his body, his flesh, and his bones, so 
believers are really of Christ-of His body, His flesh, and His 
bones, for they are one with Christ in nature and derive their 
life from His humanity, nay, are connected with Him, not 
simply and generally by a spiritual union, but in some close 
and derivative way which the apostle calls a mystery, with 
His body; so that they live as its members, and become with it 
"one flesh." Besides, in the next verse, the apostle takes his 
readers to the source of his imagery-

(V er. 31.) 'AvTL TavTav, Karn">.d'-fret &v0ponrar; Tov waTlpa 
avTav ,cal. Ti]V µ'l)TEpa, ,cat 7rpa<rKaAA'l)0~<7€7at wpor; Ti)V ryvva'i,w, 
avTav, Ka£ euavTat al ova elr; mipKa µ{av. "For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh." There are 
some variations of reading. Some MSS. of superior weight 
omit the articles Tov and T~v, as well as avTav, but the longer 
reading has A, D 3, E, K, L in its favour, with many Codices, 
and the Syriac and Coptic versions. It is, however, rejected 
by Lachmann and Tischendorf as a conformation to the 
Seventy. The critical note of Origen seems to confirm the 
suspicion. Instead of 7rpi>r; Ti]v ryvva'iKa found in B, D 8, E, K, 
L, TY ryvvaud is read in D1, E 1, F, G, and is introduced by 
Lachmann. The words are a free quotation from Gen. ii. 24, 
though the formula of quotation is wanting. This want of 
such a formula was not unfrequent. Surenhusius, Bib. Katal. 
p. 21. "Av0pw7rar; is without the article (not used for av~p), 
but having "its general aphorismatic sense "-an argument 
in itself against Alford's interpretation. These future verbs 
indicate prophetically tl;e future impulse and acting of the 
race which was to spring from Adam and Eve. Winer, 
§ 46, 6. The Septuagint has fveKev Tav7av changed by the 
apostle into avTl TavTav "on this account" (Winer, § 4 7, a; 
Donaldson,§ 474, d, a), and these words are in this place no 
introduction to the quotation, but simply a portion of it; and, 
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therefore, Estius, Holzhausen, Meier, and Matthies, labour 
to no purpose in endeavouring to affix a special meaning to 
them. The quotation is introduced to show the apostle's 
meaning, and exhibit the source of his imagery. His lan
guage was remarkable; but this verse points out its true 
signification, by showing whence it was taken, and how it was 
originally employed. From early times, however, the lan
guage has been directly applied to Christ. Jerome's interpreta
tion is the following :-primus homo et primus vates Adam hoe 
de Christo et ecolesia prophetavit ; quod reliquerit Dominus 
noster atque Salvator patrem su-um Deum et matrem suam cceles
tem Jerusalem, et venerit ad terras propter suum corpus eccle
siam, et de suo eam latere fabricatus sit et propter illam Verbum 
caro factum sit. Such is the view of Heinsius, Balduin, Ben
gel, Bisping, who explains µ,71Tepa by die synagogue, and even 
of Grotius. Some of the critics who held this view refer the 
words so mystically understood to Christ's second coming, 
when He shall present the bride to Himself in formal wedlock. 
Such, also, is 1Ieyer's view. His words are, "This, there
fore, is the interpretation, Wherefore, that is, because we are 
members of Christ, of His flesh and bones, shall a man leave 
(that is, Christ as the second Adam) his Father and his 
Mother (that is, according to the mystical sense of Paul, He 
will leave His seat at the right hand of God) and shall be 
joined to his wife (that is, to the church), and they two shall 
be one flesh," &c.1 Such an exegesis, which may be found 
also in Jeremy Taylor's sermon of The Marriage Ring, has 
nothing to justify it, for there is no hint in this verse that 
the apostle intends to allegorize. In spite of what Ellicott 
and Alford have said we cannot adopt that view, or see the 
propriety of the language as applied formally to Christ. The 
allegorJ,is not in this verse, but in the application ()f nuptial 
figure ai1d language to Chri~t and His church ; this verse 

1 " Deshalb, weil wir Glieder Christi, von seinen Fleisch und von seinen Reinen 
sind, wird verlassen ein Mensch ( d. i. Christ us, bei der Parusie) seinen Vater und 
seine Mutter (d. i. nach der mystischen Deutung Pauli: er wird seinen Sitz zur 
Rech ten Gottes verlassen) und vereiniget werden mit seinen Weibe (mit der Gemeinde), 
und (und dann) werden die Zwei (der Mann und die Frau, d. i. der herabgestiegene 
Christus und die Gemeinde) zu Einem Fleische sein.'' Der Brief an die Epheser, P· 
234. Gottingen, 1853 .. 
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showing the source and authority. True, as Alford says, "the 
allegory is the key to the whole," but the apostle does not in 
this citation allegorize Gen. ii. 24, by applying its language 
directly to Christ. Nor is it deep thought or research that 
finds allegories ~in the interpretation of this place or other 
places. The process is often of a contrary nature. 

Others, again, suppose a reference to Christ and the church 
only in the last clause, for the sake of which the preceding 
words of the verse have been introduced. This is the exegesis 
of Harless and Olshausen, who conceive in the phrase a 
reference to the Lord's Supper, and Olshausen illustrates his 
meaning with an approach to indelicacy. But there is no 
ground for deeming all the preceding part of the verse 
superfluous, nor is there any reason for d~parting from the 
plain, ordinary, and original meaning of the terms. The 
words of the quotation, then, are to be understood simply of 
human marriage, as if to show why language borrowed from 
it was applied in the preceding verse to depict the union of 
Christ and His church. The verse in Genesis appears to be 
not the language of Adam, as if, as in Jerome's description of 
him, he had been primus vates, but is at once a legislative 
and prophetic comment upon the language of Adam-" This 
is now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh." The love 
which a son bears to a father and a mother, is at length sur
mounted by a more powerful attachment. He leaves them in 
whose love and society he has spent his previous life ; so that, 
while love cements families, love also scatters them. " He 
is joined to His wife" in a union nearer and more intimate 
than that which united him to his parents; for his wife and 
he become "one flesh "-not one in spirit, or in affection, 
or in pursuit, but in personality, filled with "coequal and 
homqgeneal fire"-

" The only bliss 
Of Paradise'that has survived the fall." 

They are "one flesh," and a junction so characterized supplied 
the apostle with language to describe the union of Christ and 
his church-" we are of His flesh and of His bones." 1 This 

I "They are one now, and one for ever! he is greater than Omnipotence who 
cau rend· that tie ; that ' marriage was made in heaven ! ' Alone-it was in the 
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doctrine of marriage must have excited surprise when divorce 
was of scandalous frequency by an action of a1r0Aa,Jn<. or 
a1r61reµ:1/n<; in Grecian states, and with less formality under 
the emperors in the West, by dfffarreatio and remancipatio. 
See Harless, Ethik,· § 52, and his Die Ehescheidungsfrage. 
Eine erneute Versuch der Neut. Schriftstellen. 1860. 

(V 32) T \ I e I • I ' '\ <:,\ -,. f er. . 0 µ,va-TrJpWV TOVTO µ,erya ea-nv, €"fW 0€ "'E"fW 

el<; Xpta--rov Kal- el<; -rhv ex:x:)\,71a-tav-" This mystery is a great 
one, but I speak concerning Christ and concerning the church." 
Mva--r11pwv is rendered in the V ulgate sacrarnenturn, and the 
Popish church regards· marriage as one of its sacraments.1 

Cajetan and Estius, however, disavow the Latin translation, 
on which their own church rests its proof.2 The cardinal 
honestly says, non habes ex hoe loco, prudens lector, a Paulo 
conjugium esse sacramentum. Non enim dixit, esse sacramen
tum, sed mysterium. Bisping more guardedly says that the 
sacramental character of marriage cannot be proved directly 
and immediately. Erasmus is yet more cautious. Neq_ue nego 
matrimonium e~se sacramentum, sed an ex hoe loco doceri possi't 
proprie di'ci sacramentum quemadmodum bapti'smus dicitur, 
excuti volo. The phrase ;;,i 'llo, "a great mystery," is found 
among the rabbinical formulre. Those who hold that the 
previous verse refers to Christ leaving his Father and Mother, 
and coming down to our earth to woo and win His spiritual 
bride, find no difficulty in the explanation of the verse before 
us. Such a representation, couched in such language, might 

depths of eternity-stood Christ and His church before the altar. of that divine 
espousal; none was witness but the Father of glory and the Spirit of life, when the 
vow was plighted and the contract sealed; but all heaven shall yet be witness, 
when the redeemed church shall vindicate the fidelity of the church's Redeemer ; 
when she shall 'come up from the wilderness' of this barren world, 'leaning on her 
beloved,' and by him be publicly invested with those privileges of her rank which 
are hers now, but hers in silence, secrecy, and sorrow! Then shall the 'fellowship 
of one with another,' and of all with God, be indeed complete; and that wondrous 
prayer be fulfilled, in which (as one who ties and doubles a knot) the Savionr, by 
returning on His words, seems purposely to have sought to express the infolded 
closeness of that maze of love in which the 'children of light'-having within them 
the abiding of the Spirit-are one with the Father and the Son." Archer Butler's 
Sermons, 1st Series, p. 421, 5th ed., Cambridge, 1859. 

1 Council of Trent, Seas. 24. 
2 Yet in an encyclical letter in 1832 occurs the statement-"Marriage is, accord

ing to St. Paul's expression, a great sacrament in Christ and in the church." 
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well be named a great mystery, in connection with Christ and 
the church. But the language of this verse does not prove 
it, or afford any explanation of it. 
· The question to be determined is, what is the real or 
implied antecedent to TovTo? 1. Is the meaning this : 
Marriage as described in the preceding verse is a great 
mystery, but I speak of it in its mystical or typical con
nection with Christ and the church? Those who, like Har
less, Olshausen, and others, take the last clause, " they two 
shall be one flesh," as referring to Christ and His church, 
say that the sense is-" the mystery thus described is a great 
one, but it refers to Christ and the church." But were the 
meaning of that clause so plain as Harless supposes, then 
this exegetical note, " I speak concerning Christ and the 
church," might be dispensed with. 2. Others, such as Baum
garten-Crusius, look upon the word µ,va-T1Jptov as equivalent 
to allegory, and suppose the apostle to refer to a well-known 
Jewish view as to the typical nature of the marriage of Adam 
and Eve. Schoettgen, Hor. Heb. p. 783. The allegory, however, 
of Philo on the place is of quite a different kind. ''Ev€Ka Tfj,_ 
ala-01]<T€(J)<; o vovr:;, chav avTfi oov'Jl.ro0fi, KarnAt7r[J Kat TOV 'ffaTEpa, 
TOV o:X.rov 0€ov, Kat Tf/V µ,'YjT/.pa TWV a-vµ,wavTrov, 'T~V ap€T~V Kat 

.1.' ~0~' ........ " ,,~ ~'0' a-o..,,iav TOV €Ou, Kal wpoa-K0/\,1\,aTat Kal €VOUTat T'[) ata- T)<T€t, 
\ , "\. .I , '1 0 r/ I I / f: \ t'I '0 Kat avar.VETat etr:; aia- 'l'}<Ttv, ,va 7wroVTat µ,ia a-ap5, Kat ev wa or,, 

ol Mo. "On account of the external sensation, the mind, 
when it has become enslaved to it, shall leave both its father, 
the God of the universe, and the mother of all things, namely, 
the virtue and wisdom of God, and cleaves to and becomes 

. united to the external sensations, and !S dissolved into exter
nal sensation, so that the two become one flesh and one pas
sion." Allix, in his Judgment of the Jewish Church, says the 
first match between Adam and Eve was a type of that between 
Christ and his church. A note on this subject may be seen 
in Whitby's Commentary. Such an opinion gives the word 
µua-Tr'Jpwv the meaning of something spoken, having in it a 
deep or occult sense ; a meaning which Koppe, Morns, De 
vVette, Meier, and Grotius, and Stier tb some extent, without 
any biblical foundation, attach to the term in this place. 
3. The exegesis of Peile is wholly out of the question-" this 
mystery is of great depth of meaning, and for my part I 
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interpret it as havmg reference to Christ; " a paraphrase as 
untenable as that of Grotius-verba ista explicavi vobis non 
Ka-ra 7T'00a<;, sed sensn fJ,V<r'TlK(i)TJp<[>, • But Scripture affords us 
no warrant for such notions ; nor is such allegorization any por
tion of the apostle's hermeneutics. 4. Hofmann, loc. cit., quite 
apart from the reasoning and context, understands the apostle 
to say that the sacred unity of marriage-one flesh-is a great 
mystery to the heathen. 5. We understand the apostle to refer 
to the general sentiment of the preceding section, summed up 
in the last verse, and in the clause, " they two shall be one 
flesh;" or rather to the special image which that clause illus
trates, viz., that Christ and the church stand in the relation 
of husband and wife. The allowed application of conjugal 
terms to Christ and the church is " a great mystery;" and 
lest any one should think that the apostle refers to ihc " one 
flesh " of an earthly relationship, he is cautious to add, " I 
speak concerning Christ and the church." This great truth 
is a great mystery, understood only by the initiated; for the 
blessedness of such a union with Christ is known only to 
those who enjoy it. Somewhat differently from Ellicott, we 
would say that verses 25-28 introduce the spiritual nuptial 
relation, that ver. 29 affirms its reality, that ver. 30 gives the 
deep spiritual ground or origin of it, while the quotation in ver. 
31 shows the authorized source of the image, and ver. 32 its 
ultimate application guarding against mistake. The meaning 
of µ,v<r-r~pwv the reader will find under i. 9. The word is 
used in the same sense as here in ·vi. 19 ; 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

eryriJ De )-...eryro eli; XpttT'TOV Kal ek 'T~V €KKA'T'JtTLav-" but I am 
speaking in reference to Christ, and in reference to the church." 
'l'he pronoun is not without subjective significance. Winer, 
§ 22, 6. The SJ is not simply explicative, but has also an adver
sative meaning, as if the writer supposed in his mind that the 
phraseology employed by him might be interpreted in another 
and different way. AEryro, introducing an explanation, is fol
lowed by the eli; of reference (von der Richtwng, Winer,§ 48), as 
in Acts ii. 25; and eAaXr;a-ev has a similar complement in Heb. 
vii. 14. The interpretation of Zanchius, Bodius, and Cameron, 
imitated by Macknight, supposes the marriage of Eve with 
Adam to be a type or a designed emblem of the union of 
Christ and his church. Macknight dwells at length and with 
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more than usual unction on the theme. But the apostle 
simply compares Christ and His church to husband and wife, 
and the comparison helps him to illustrate and enforce con
jugal duty. Nay, so close and tender is the union between 
Christ and His church, that the language of Adam concerning 
Eve may be applied to it. The nuptial union of our first 
parents was not a formal type of this spiritual matrimony, nor 
does the apostle allegorize the record of it, or say that the 
words contain a deep or mystic sense. But these primitive 
espousals afforded imagery and language which might aptly and 
truly be applied to Christ and the church, which is of His "flesh 
and His bones; " and the application of such imagery and 
language is indeed a mystery-a truth, the secret glory and 
felicity of which are known but to those who are wedded to 
the Lord in a" perpetual covenant." The apostle might have 
in his eye such passages as Ps. xlv.; Hos. ii. 19-23; the 
Song of Solomon; Isa. liv. 5, lxi. 10; Ezek. xvi. 8. The 
same imagery is found in 2 Cor. xi. 2, and in the conclusion 
of the Apocalypse. 

(Ver. 33.) Il:;\~v Ka£ vµe'i,; ol Ka0' lva, lKa<no, T~v fovrnv 
,yvva'i,ca oiJT<,J<; a-ya1ramJJ w,; eavTov-" Nevertheless also as to 
every one of you, let each love his wife as himself." The 
word 1r:;\17v does not indicate, as Bengel, Harless, and Ols
hausen wrongly suppose, any return from a digression. The 
preceding verses are no digression, but an interlinked and 
extended illustration. As Meyer insists, 1r:;\17v means, "yet 
apart from this; " that is, apart from this illustration of the 
conjugal relationship of Christ to His church. The term, 
therefore does not indicate a return after a formal digression, 
but rather a return to the starting thought. The ,ea£ contains 
an allusion to the leading idea of the preceding illustration
the love of Christ to His spiritual spouse. As He loves His 
spouse, do you also, every one of you, love his wife. Oi ,ca0' 
lva. 1 Cor. xiv. 27-31 ; J elf, § 629; Winer, § 49, a. The 
verb a'Yamfrw is singular, agreeing with EKarno,; and not 
vµe'i,-a mode of construction which individualizes and inten
sifies the injunction. 
I' w,; eavTov-" as being himself" one flesh with him. (Verses 
31 and 28.) Not that he is to idolize her, as if, among all his 
other bones, Adam's '' extracted rib alone had been of ivory." 
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,1,. Q~ ' " ~ " d th '£ th t h 1'J oE ryu1J1') tva ..,_,ot-Jr/Tat Tov avupa- an e wue a s e 
reverence her husband." The construction of this clause is 
idiomatic, as in Gal. ii. 10 ; 2 Cor. viii. 7 ; Mark v. 23 ; 
Winer, § 63, 2. In such an idiom ryuv1, in effect, is the 
nominative absolute, though in the resolution of the idiom 
a verb must be supplied; or as Ellicott, who objects to our 
statement, admits-it is not so definitely unsyntactic as Acts 
vii. 40, and that is all we meant to say. .le may be slightly 
adversative, the conjugal duties being in contrast. The verb 
to be supplied, and on which, in the mind of the writer, 
7va depends, is furnished by the context (Meyer on 2 Cor. 
viii. 7, and Osiander on the same place), as, "I command," 
or, "let her see." In such a case 01rw<; is used by the classical 
writers. Raphelius, Annotat. 488. The wife is to reverence 
her husband-numquam enim eri't voluntaria subjecti'o ni'si 
pr(Ecedat reverentia. Calvin. One peculiarity in this injunction 
has been usually overlooked. What is instinctive on either 
side is not enfqrced, but what is necessary to direct and hal
low such an instinct is inculcated. The woman loves, but to 
teach her how this fondness should know and fill its appro
priate sphere, she is commanded to obey-µ,~ oou)-.,01rpE7rW<;. 

(Ecumenius. The man, on the other hand, feels that his 
position is to govern ; but to show him what should be th·e 
essence and means of his government, he is enjoined to love. 
"He rules her by authority, and she rules him by love: she 
ought by all means to please him, and he must by no means 
displease her." Sermon on the Mari·iage Ring, by Jeremy 
Taylor; vVorks, vol. xv. When this balance of power is 
unsettled, happiness is lost, and mutual recriminations ensue. 
"A masterly wife," as Gataker says, "is as much despised 
and derided for taking rule over her husband as he for yield
ing to it." 

In fine, the apostle, by the language he has employed in 
reference to Christ and His church, has given marriage its 
highest honour. No ascetic condemnation of it occurs in the 
New Testament. "Single life makes men in one instance to 
be like angels, but marriage in very many things makes the 
chaste pair to be like Christ." Sermon on the Marriage Rfng, 
by Jeremy Taylor; Works, vol. xv. 



CHAP. VI. 

THE apostle, after expounding the' duties that spring out of 
the conjugal relation, as one sphere in which the maxim-sub
mitting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ, came 
into operation-naturally turns to another and kindred sphere 
of domestic life, and addresses himself to children. And he 
does not speak about them, or tell their parents of them, but 
he looks them in the face, and lovingly says to them-" chil
dren." It is plainly implied that children were supposed by 
him to be present in the sanctuary when this epistle was read, 
or to be able to read it for themselves, when it should be 
transcribed and circulated. 

(Ver. 1.) Tit T€Kva, inraKOV€T€ Toi<; "fOV€VIJtv vµ,wv €V Kvptrp 
-" Children, obey your parents in the Lord "-that is, "in 
Christ." The words €V Kvplrp are wanting in B, D1, F, G, 
and are, on that account, excluded by Lachmann, but they 
are found in A, D3, E, I, K, the major part of MSS., and 
the Greek fathers. They describe the element or sphere of 
that obedience which children are to render to their parents, 
and certainly do not qualify ryovd)uw-as if the reference 
were to fathers in the faith, in contrast to fathers after the 

' flesh. Not merely natural instinct, but religious motive 
should prompt children to obedience, and guard them in it. 
The love which Jesus showed to children, when He took 
them in His arms and blessed them, should induce them, in a 
spirit of filial faith and fondness, to obey their parents, and to 
regard with special sacredness every parental injunction. 
And that obedience, if prompted, regulated, and bounded by 
a sense of religious obligation, will be cheerful, and not sullen; 
prompt, and not dilatory ; uniform, and not occasional ; uni
versal, and not capricious in its choice of parental precepts. 

rovro ry&p €tJTtv ofKatov-" for this is right; " the vu e<p€A
KV<TTtJCDV in ernw, and other similar verbal forms being a 
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general characteristic in the spelling of ancient MSS. The 
reference of the clause is not to ev Kvpt<p, but to the injunction 
itself. Filial obedience is" right," for it is not based on any
thing accidental or expedient. The meaning is not that obe
dience is "according to the law of God, or Scripture "-KaTa 
T6V TOV ®EOu voµ,ov-as is said by Theodoret and Calvin, and 
virtually by Harless and Meyer, but that it has its foundation 
in the very essence of that relation which subsists between 
parents and children. Nature claims it, while Scripture enjoins 
it, and the Son of God exemplified it. It is in perfect consist
ency with all 01,1r notions of right and moral obligation
<J>va-ei litKawv, as Theophylact rightly adds. For the very 
names TEJC11a and ryove'ic;; point out the origin and essential 
reason of that filial duty which the apostle, in Colossians, 
calls "well-pleasing to the Lord." 

(Ver. 2.) T{µa T6V 'TT'aTJpa a-ov Ka£ T~V fJ,'YJTEpa-" Honour 
thy father and thy mother "-a quotation from the fifth com
mandment-iw~n~~ 9'?lfn~ ~-~· Exod. xx. 12;; Deut. v. 16. 
This citation does not, as Harless supposes, give the ground 
of the preceding injunction, for 'oticaiov contains a specific 
reason ; but it is another form of the same injunction, based 
not upon natural right, but upon inspired authority. Honour 
comprehends in it all that respect, reverence, love, and obedi
ence, which the :filial relation so fully implies. Though the 
Mosaic law did not, by any means, place man and woman on 
the same level in respect of conjugal right, yet here, in special 
and delicate homage to maternal claim, it places the mother 
in the same high position with the father himself. Marcion, 
according to Tertullian, left out this quotation in his so-called 
epistle to the Laodiceans, because it recognized the authority 
of the God of the Old 'restament, p. 329, vol. ii., Op. ed. (Ehler. 

i/W, €G"'TtV €VTOI\~ 'TT'PW'T'YJ €JJ e1rwyryeA,{q,-" for such is," or "as 
it is the first command with promise;" r,nc;; giving expla
nation, or expressing reason. Winer, § 48, a. Some critics 
give 'TT'pwTo<; the sense of prime or chief-" which is the chief 
commandment connected with promise." Such is the view 
of Wetstein, Koppe, Flatt, Meier, Matthies, Hodge, and 
Robinson. The adjective may bear this signification; but 
such cannot be its meaning here, for the fifth commandment 
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carinot surely be deemed absolutely the most important which 
God has ordained with promise. Matt. xxii. 38, 39; Rom. 
xiii. 9. Stier regards it as a first command, in point of 
importance, to the children whom Paul directly addresses. 
Ambrosiaster, Michaelis, von Gerlach, and Holzhausen pro
pose to take '11'pwr1J as meaning first in a certain position ; and 
the last affirms that evToA.~ denotes only the statutes which 
belong to the second table-duties not of man to God, but of 
man to man. This is only a philological figment, devised to 
escape from a theological difficulty. 'l'he division of the deca
logue into first and second tables has no direct foundation in 
Scripture; but if it be adopted, we quite agree with Stier that 
the fifth commandment ~elongs to the first table. Its position 
in Lev. xix. 3, and its omission in Rom. xiii. 9, seem to 
prove this. The second table is comprised in this, " Love thy 
neighbour as thyself;" but obedience to parents cannot come 
under such a category. The parent stands in God's place to 
his child. On the division of the ten commandments separ
ately, and on that into two tables, see Sonntag and Zullig, 
Stud. und Kritilc., 1836-37; and Kurtz; Geschichte des Alten 
Bundefl, vol. iii. § 10. We are obliged to join 7T'PWT'TJ with Jv 
en-a<'fYEA.lq,, and render-" which is the first command with a 
promise," ev pointing to that in which the firstness consists, 
and the promise being expressed in the following verse. Such 
is the view of the Greek commentators, of Jerome, of the 
Reformers, of Bodius, a-Lapide, Aretius, Zanchius, Crocius, 
and of Harless, De vVette, Meyer, Olshausen, Baumgarten
Crusius, and Winer, §48. It hns been remarked by others; that 
what appears a promise in the second commandment is only a 
broad declaration of the great principles of the divine govern
ment, and that this is really, therefore, the earliest or first of 
the ten commands with a promise-first, as Chrysostom says, 
not TV T.iEei aX'A.rJ, TY E'lT'aryryeJ,.,{q. It ha& been objected that 
there is only one command with a promise in the decalogue, 
and that the apostle, if he thought of the decalogue alone, 
would have said, not the "first," but the " only " command 
with promise. Harless says that " first" refers to what pre
cedes, not to what follows ; and Meyer suggests that Paul 
included in his reckoniug, not the decalogue aloue, but other 

2G 
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succeeding injunctions of the Mosaic code. As a " first " 
implies a second, we should be inclined to adopt the last view, 
limiting, however, the calculation of the apostle to the first 
body of commands delivered at Sinai. The fifth is thus the 
first commandment in point of promise. The article is not 
needed, for ordinals having a specific power in themselves often 
want it. Phil. i. 12; Middleton on the Greek Article, p. 100. 

(V 3 ) ''I .. , I ,, , , ' ~ er, . Va €V UO£ "f€V7JTa£ /Ca~ €CJ"'[} µaKpoxovto<; €7H T17<; 

ryfjr;;-" That it may be well with thee, and that thou be long
lived on the earth." The quotation is from the Septuagint 
version of Ex. xx. 12, but somewhat varied-~ '1'9.! ;~~- P-~'? 
1'T w..~ m m.,.."l';'il!jtl rn;~3} - the words omitted being - -rfj, 
arya0f}<; ~r;; Kvpi~ o 6eor;; uov Uowul uoi. Such is the pro
mise. The phrase "that it may be well with thee "-as in 
Gen. xii. 13 ; . Deut. iv. 40-seems to have been a common 
mode of expressing interest in another's welfare. In the 
second clause, the apostle changes the construction of the 
Septuagint, which reads-Ka~ rva µaKpO'X,POJIW<; "f€VTJ. lt had 
been affirmed by Erasmus, and has been reasserted by Winer 
(§ 41, b 1) and De W ette, that the apostle drops the construc
tion with Zva and uses {CJ"r, in the simple future. We agree 
with Meyer, that there is no genuine grammatical ground for 
separating euv from 7va, since the apostle has in some instances 
connected 7va with the future (1 Cor. ix. 18), and there is a 
change of construction similar to that which this verse presents, 
in the Apocalypse, xxii. 14. Klotz-Devarius, vol. ii. 630.1 

The future ear, stands here in its proper significance, but still 
connected with fva; and such a use of the future tense may 
in a climactic form indicate the direct and certain result of 
the previous subjunctive. Obedience secures wellbeing, and 
this being the case, " thou shalt live long on the earth." The 

1 A similar construction with ;,..,, occurs in classical Greek. Dawes indeed laid 
it down as a rule that ;,...,, was never joined with the subjunctive of the first aorist, 
active or middle; but that in place of them the indicative future is employed, and 
that, therefore, the indiQative future and the subjunctive are often interchanged. 
The critic cordially congratulated himself on the discovery of such a usage-mirum, 
opinor, quod a;cturus sum, plerisque omnibus videbitur; sed nihilo tamen idcirco minus 
verum est. Dawes, Miscellan. Grit. p. 418, Lond. 1827. But Kuhner (ii. § 777) 
has shown that the whole is error, as many instances abundantly testify. Gayler, 
Part. Neg. p. 209. 
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longevity is the result and development of its being well 
with thee. 

Ma,cpoxp6vwr; is "long-lived'' or'' long-timed,'1 and belongs 
to the later Greek. What then is the nature of this promise 
annexed to the fifth commandment? In its original form it 
had reference to the peculiar constitution; of the theocracy, 
which both promised and secured temporal blessings to the 
people. The words are," that thy days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." The promise in 
jts first application has been supposed to mean, that filial 
obedience being the test and exponent of national religion 
and morality, would preserve the Hebrew nation from those 
aberrations and crimes which led to their deportation and 
their ultimate expulsion. Or if the command be supposed to 
possess an individualizing directness, then it may mean, that 
under J ehovah's special guardianship the coveted blessing of 
longevity would be the sure fruit and noble reward of filial 
piety. But what is the force of the promise now? The apostle 
gives it a present meaning and reality, and omits as if on pur
pose the clause which of old restricted it to the theocracy. It 
is out of the question on the part ofOlshausen, Schrader, and 
Gauthey, preceded by Estius, to spiritualize the promise, and 
to suppose that as Canaan was a type of heaven, so the blessing 
here promised is happiness in a better world. Hints of this 
view are found in Jerome and Thomas Aquinas. The epithet 
µ,a,cpoXP6vwr; can never denote immortal duration, and the 
apostle omits the very words which placed the earthly Canaan 
in its peculiar position and meaning as a type. On the other 
hand, Meyer regards this omission as unessential, and pro
nounces that the words " in the earth or land" refer historically 
and only to the land of Canaan. Our question then is, Why 
did the apostle make the quotation? Does it merely record an 
ancient fact which no longer has any existence? or does that 
fact suggest lessons to present times ? If the former alter
native, that of Meyer and Baumgarten-Crusius, be adopted, 
then the language of the apostle loses its significance and 
applicability to Christian children. Meyer says that the 
apostle dropt the last clause of the commandment because he 
presumed that his readers were well acquainted with it-a 
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presumption we can scarcely admit in reference to the Gentile 
portion of the church. Rather, as we have said, do we believe, 
with Calvin, Riickert, and Matthies, that the apostle omitted 
the last clause just to make the prQmise bear upon regions out 
of Palestine, and periods distant from those of the Hebrew 
commonwealth. Bengel, Rosenmiiller, Morns, Flatt, Harless, 
and Baumgarten-Crusius regard the original promise as appli
cable not to individuals, but to the mass of the Jewish society. 
The meaning, says Morus, as applied to our times is simply, 
patriam fforere diu, ubi liberorum sit erga parentes reverentia. 
This comment is certainly better, though it is in a similar 
strain : as if blessings were promised to the mass, in which 
the individual shares if he remain a part of it. But such 
views dilute the apostle's meaning, and proceed in their basis 
upon a misconception of the Hebrew statute. The command is 
addressed to individuals, and so is the promise. The language 
plainly implies it-" that thy days may be long." Our Lord 
so understands it (Matt. xv. 4-6), and thus in the sermon on 
the mount He expounds the other statutes. Is it so, then, that 
long life is promised to obedient children? The special pro
vidence of the theocracy could easily secure it in ancient times ; 
nay, disobedient children were by law punished with death. 
Nor is the hand of the Lord slackened in these days. Under 
i. 3 the reader will find a reference to the place which tem
poral blessings occupy under the Christi:w economy. Godli
ness has " the promise of the life which now is." Matt. vi. 25, 
&c.; Mark x. 29, &c. Obedient children sometimes die, as ripe 
fruit falls first. But the promise of longevity is held out-it 
is a principle of the divine administration and the usual course 
of providence. Not that we can say with Grotius, that man 
therefore has it somewhat in his power to prolong his days ; 
or with Stier, that the life will be long, quoad su:fficientiam
for obtaining salvation; or as in the maxim, sat vixit diu, 
quern nee pudet vimisse, nee piget mori. We understand the 
command as modified by its Christian and extra-Palestinian 
aspect to involve a great principle, and that is, that filial 
obedience, under God's blessing, prolongs life, for it implies 
the possession of principles of restraint, sobriety, and industry, 
which secure a lengthened existence. It is said in Prov. x. 27, 
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"The fear of the lord prolongcth days, but the years of the 
wicked shall be shortened;" and in ix. 11, "By me thy days 
shall be multiplied, and the years of thy life shall be increased;" 
and again in Ps. Iv. 23, "Bloody and deceitful men shall not 
live out half their days." Not that God shortens their days 
by an express snd formal judgment from heaven, or that all of 
them without exception drop into a premature grave; but the 
principle of the divine government does secure that sin is its 
own penalty, and that vicious or criminal courses either ruin 
the constitution, or expose their victim to the punishment of 
civil law, as in the case of men whose existence is early and 
suddenly broken off by intemperance, imprisonment, or exile, 
by the scourge or the gallows. The Greeks had apothegms 
similar to this of the apostle. Obedient children are guided 
and guarded by their very veneration for their parents, and 
prevented from these fatal excesses; whereas the " children 
of disobedience" are of necessity exposed to all the juvenile 
temptations which lead to vice and crime. God does not bribe 
the child to obedience, but holds out this special and blessed 
result to " tender understandings" as a motive which they 
can appreciate and enjoy. CEcumenius says-Tt ryap iJovTEpov 
waurl TT)<; µaKpoxpovfa,? , 

(V 4) K , < I \ ly \ f < ~ er. . ai ot waT€p€<;, µ,17 wapopryt,,ET€ Ta T€K11a vµ,wv-
" And ye, fathers, provoke not your children to wrath." The 
,cat connects closely this injunction, as one parallel or com
plementary to the one preceding it. The address of the apostle 
is to fathers, not to parents, as Flatt, Meier, Baumgarten
Crusius, Robinson, Wahl, and Bretschneider erroneously hold 
it. IIaTepe,;; can scarcely be supposed to change its significa
tion from that which it bears in the 2d verse, and why should 
the apostle not have employed ryov,:/is, as in the 1st verse? 
Fathers are here singled out, not, as R-iickert wrongly holds, 
because mothers were in no high position in the East. Prov. 
xxxi. 10, &c. Nor is the reference to "fathers" because the 
father as husband is head of the wife, and this idea of Meyer, 
Harless, and Stier is too vague, for the advice seems scarcely 
appropriate to mothers, who so usually err through fondness, 
if the apostle spoke to them through their husbands. Nor is 
there any ground for Olshauscn's hypothesis, that Paul refers 
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to the education of adolescent children, which, from the nature 
of the case, belongs to fathers more than mothers. But the 
training of children is the father's special function; for the 
duty is devolved upon him to select and put into operation 
the best means and methods for the culture of his offspring. 
And especially does the prohibition of this first clause apply 
to fathers. As Chrysostom remarks, He does not say-love 
th ,.. ' ' , , 'I .... " .rk" , ,.. 

em-TOVTO ryap Kai aKOVTCOV avT@V 'I] "t'vaw €7rL<T'7raTat •. 

Chastisement is within their province, and they are apt to 
administer castigation in a passion, as if to gratify their ill 
humour. 'l'he caution does not apply so much to mothers, 
for they are apt, on the other hand, to spoil the child by 
indulgence. 
. The verb 1rapoprytsro signifies to irritate-to throw into a 
passion. See under iv. 26. In Col. iii. 21 the apostle nses 
epe0tsETe-" do not rouse or provoke." The paternal reign is 
not to be one of terror and stern authority, but of love. 'l'he 
rod may be employed, but in reason and moderation, and never 
from momentary impulse and anger. Children are not to be 
moved to " wrath" by harsh and unreasonable treatment, or 
by undue partiality and favouritism. If they be uniformly 
confronted with paternal frown and menace, then their spirit 
is broken, and the most powerful motive to obedience-the 
desire to please-is taken from them. No-

,.,."' ' ' ',,_, • ' · " ' ' e ' K ' a"'l\.a EKTpe"t'eTe aVTa EV 1ratoEUf Kat vov ea-Uf vpiou-

" but bring them up in the discipline and admonition of the 
Lord "-in discipli"na et correptione. Vulgate. The verb 
refers here to spiritual culture, and not as in v. 29 to physi
cal support. ITaioe[a may not signify discipline in itself, 
but rather the entire circuit of education and upbringing 
which a 1ra'i,;; requires, and of which discipline is the necessary 
and prominent element. The sense of chastisement was taken 
from the Hebrew i~'itl, which it represents in the Septuagint. 
Lev. xxvi. 18; Ps. vi. 1 ; Isa. liii. 5; 2 Tim. iii. 16. Augus
tine renders it per molestias eruditio. Ast, Lex. Plat., sub voce. 
Chastisement is thus quite consistent with obedience to the 
previous injunction. Children are not to be provoked, but yet 
are to be corrected. Nov0ea-fa (vou0fr'l}a-t<; being the earlier 
form-Phryn. ed. Lobeck, p. 512), as several expositors have 
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remarked, is one special element or aspect of the ,raioda. It 
denotes, as the composition of the word indicates, "putting 
in mind, admonition, or formal instruction." Job iv. 3; Rom. 
xv. 14; Col. i. 28; 1 Thess. v. 12; 2 Thess. iii. 15; Plutarch, 
De Cohib. Ira, 2; Xenophon, Mem. i. 2, 21. Jerome says
admonitionem magis et eruditionem quam austeritatem sonat. 
Trench, Bynon. § 32. Koppe, as usual, makes the two words 
synonymous. The philological commentators, such as Kypke, 
adduce some peculiar phraseology from the classical writers, 
but not with great pertinence, such as from Plutarch-oi pa/3ooi 
vou0eTovui, and from J osephus-µcfo·-nEw vou0eTeiv. Stier 
adopts the opinion of Luther, who renders-mit Werk und 
Wort, a translation which has been followed by Grotius, who 
takes the first term as pmna, and the second as verba. We have 
in Prov. xxix. 15-ritQin1 'ti?,';'-" the rod and reproof." The 
genitive Kup{ou belongs to both substantives, and refers not to 
God, but to Christ. See under i. 2. It cannot signify "worthy 
of the Lord," as Matthies wrongly understands it; nor can it 
bear the meaning which Luther and Passavant give it-" to the 
Lord." Neither can we accede to the view of Erasmus, Beza, 
Estius, Menochius, Semler, Morns, and others, who render 
"according to the LorJ," or in harmony with Christianity-an 
idea, however, which is implied. Michaelis, Scholz, a-Lapide, 
Grotius, and Peile, give the sense" about Christ"-instruction 
about Christ, making the genitive that of object. Olshausen, 
Harless, Stier, and Meyer, rightly take it as the genitive of 
possession-" that nurture and admonition which the Lord 
prescribes," or which belongs to Him and is administered by 
Him. Chrysostom refers especially to the Scriptures as one 
source of this instruction. Such training leads to early piety, 
and such is ever welcome to Christ and His church. For the 
sun shining on a shrub, in its green youth, is a more gladsome 
spectacle than the evening beam falling dimly on the ivy and 
ruins of an old and solitary tower. Harless, Christliche Ethik, 
§ 53, 1860, 5th ed. 

The apostle next turns to a numerous and interesting class 
of the community-the slaves-oov}..o~, which is distinct from 
µ..iCT0w~ or µur0wTo~, and is opposed in verse 8 to the €'Mv0epa~. 
Slavery existed in all the cities of lonia and Asia Minor, and 
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in many of them slaves were greatly more numerous than
freemen.1 In fact, the larger proportion of artisans and manu
facturers, and in general of the industrial classes, were in 
bondage. There is little doubt that very many of these bond
men embraced the gospel, and became members of the early 
churches. Indeed Celsus said, and no doubt with truth, that 
those who were active proselytizers to Christianity were
€pwvpryov<; ,ea, a-,wroroµ,ou<; Kal 1CVacpe'i<;-weavers, cobblers, 
fullers, illiterate and rustic men. Origen, Contra Celsum, lib. 
iii. p. 144, ed. Spencer, Cantab., 1677. But Christianity did 
not rudely assault the forms of social life, or seek to force even 
a justifiable revolution by external appliances. Such an 
enterprise would have quenched the infant religion in blood. 
The gospel achieved a nobler feat. It did not stand by in 
disdain, and refuse to speak to the slave till he gained his 
freedom, and the shackles fell from his arms, and he stood 
erect in his native independence. No; but it went down into 
his degradation, took him by the hand, uttered words of kind
ness in his ear, and gave him a liberty which fetters could not 
abridge and tyranny could not suppress. Aristotle had already 
described him as being simply eµ,yvxov lJpryavov-a tool with 
a soul in it; and the Roman law had sternly told him he had 
no rights, q_uia nullum caput habet-because he was not a per
son. He may have been placed on the wpari]p ).£00<;-"the auc
tion block," and sold like a chattel to the highest bidder; the 
brand-a-r£ryµ,ai of his owner might be burned into his forehead, 
and he might bear the indelible scars of judicial torture-that 
f3aa-avo<; without which a slave's evidence was never received; 
but the gospel introduced him into the sympathies of a new 
brotherhood, elevated him to the consciousness of an immortal 
nature, and to the hope of eternal liberty and glory. Formerly 
he was taught to look for final liberation only in that world 
which never gave back a fugitive, and he might anticipate 
a melancholy release only in the grave, for " there the wicked 
cease from troubling, and there the weary be at rest; there 

1 Ample information on this subject may be found in such writers on Greek 
·antiquities as Wachsmuth, Bockh, and Becker; in Reitermeier's Geschichte der 
Sclaverei in Grieckenland, Berlin, 1789; and in Histoire de l'Esclavage doos 
l'Antiquite, par F. Wallon, Paris, 1847. 
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the·prisoners rest together ; they hear not the voice of the 
oppressor ; the small and great are there, and the servant is 
free from his master." Now, not only was he to look beyond 
the sepulchre to a region of pure and noble enjoyments; but 
as he could even in his present servitude realize the dignity 
of a spiritual freeman in Christ, the friction of his chain was 
unfelt, and he possessed within him springs of exalted cheer• 
fulness and contentment. Yes, as George Herbert sings-

"Man is God's image, but a poor man is 
Christ's stamp to boot." 

At the same time, Christianity lays down great principles by 
the operation of which slavery would be effectually abolished, 
and in fact, even in the Roman empire, it was suppressed in 
the course of three centuries. Other references of the apostle 
to slavery occur in 1 Cor. vii. 20-24; 1 Tim. vi. 1; Col. iii. 22; 
Titus ii. 9; The apostle Peter also refers to it in 1st Ep. ii.18. 

(
°TT 5)0'1:'~-. r ,. ~ / \, 
V er. . t OOUI\.Ol, U7raKOU€7'€ TOl<; Kupwt, KaTa <rapKa. 

"Slaves, be obedient to your masters according to the flesh." 
The phrase /CaTa crapKa, though the article be not repeated, 
qualifies Kup{ot,, and so some MSS. such as A, B, read TOi, 

/CaTa crapKa Kupfot,, imitating Col. iii. 22. Koppel Olshausen, 
and Meyer suppose in the phrase a tacit contrast to a-Kupw, 

KaTa 1rvevµa. Still there is no need for such a supposition, 
for the contrast belongs, not to such a supposed formula, 
but pervades the entire paragraph-" the Master," or "the 
Lord," "the Master in heaven." Various meanings have been 
attached to the phrase, many of which are inferences rather 
than explanations. The formula KaTa <rap,ca plainly denotes 
a corporeal or external relationship. 1 Cor. i. 26 ; 2 Cor. v. 
16, &c. Their master's sway was only over the body and its 
activities, and the relation was one which was bounded by 
bodily limits in its sphere and exactions. So that, such being 
its nature, the inferential exegesis of Chrysostom is plain1 that 
the tyranny endured by ~he slave was only Secr1ronda 1rpocr

Katpo, ,cat f]paxe'ia-" a temporaq and brief despotism." The 
exegesis of Harless is a mere deduction in the form of a truism, 
" that in the predicate lies this idea, though in one jurisdiction 
they were free, still they had masters in their earthly relations." 
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Not less an inference is the thought of Calvin, " miti9at q_wld 
potuisset esse nimis asperum in statu servili." If the relation 
of master and slave be only /CaTa a-ap,ca, then it is also a just 
deduction on the part of Grotius, Ruckert, Matthies, Baum
garten-Crusius, Kistmacher, and others, that such a relation 
has reference only to external or earthly matters, and leaves 
spiritual freedom intact. Even Seneca could say-Servitus 
non in totum hominem de.scendi"t / excipitur animus. Now, if 
the slave followed the apostle's advice, he acquired happiness, 
and commended the new religion; while sullenness and refrac
tory insolence on pretence of spiritual freedom, would have 
led to misery, and brought an eclipse on Christianity. 

The apostle, in the following clauses, hits upon those 
peculiar vices which slavery induces, and which are almost 
inseparable from it. The slave is tempted to indolence and 
carelessness. When a man feels himself doomed, degraded, 
and little else than a chattel, driven to work, and liable at any 
moment to be sent to the market-place and sold as an ox or 
a horse, what spring of exertion or motive to obedience can 
really exist within him ? The benevolent shrewdness of 
Seneca (Ep. 47) had led him to say-Arrogantim proverbium 
est, totidem esse hostes quod servos. Non habemus illos hostes, 
sedfacimus. The apostle urges this obedience to be-

f-U'-Ta <pof]ou Kai Tpbµou-" with fear and trembling." The 
words do not mean with abject terror, but with that respect 
and reverence which their position warranted. 'l'he strong 
language shows, according to some, that this " fear and trem
bling" are not before " fl.eischli lordes," but before the one 
Divine Lord. The words occur 1 Cor. ii. 3 ; 2 Cor. vii. 15 ; 
Phil. ii. 12, and in two of these places they seem to describe 
sensations produced by mere human relationships. The pre
position µeT<i indicates that such emotions were to be the 
regular accompaniments of obedience:-

€V U!TrAOT'TjTi TTJ~ ,mpUa~ vµwv-" in singleness of your 
heart." While µ,era in the first clause refers to the accom
paniment of obedience, €V here, as usual, characterizes the 
internal element. " Singleness of heart" is plainly opposed to 
duplicity; a,rJ\,ov~, quasi plicis carens. Tittmann, De Syn., 
p. 28 ; Beck, Seelenl. p. 166; Rom. xii. 8; 2 Cor. viii. 21 
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ix. 11 ; James i. 5. The slave is ever tempted to appear to 
labour while yet he is loitering, to put on the seeming of 
obedience and obey with a double heart. The counsel of 
the apostle, therefore, is, that he should obey in singleness 
of aim, giving undivided effort and attention to the task in 
hand, for it was to be done-

w~ T'f' Xpi,nf,-" as to Christ;" the dative governed by 
the verb trrraKoveTe. Obedience with all these characteristics 
was to be yielded to earthly masters as to Christ. As common 
and secular inducements can have but small influence on the 
mind of a slave, so the apostle brings a religious motive to 
bear upon him. See under v. 22. 

(Ver. 6.) M~ KaT' ocp0a),.,µooov),.,e{av, 6)~ av0p(iJ7r0,p€trKOt
" Not in the way of eye-service, as men-pleasers ;" J(.aTii, 
Winer, § 49, a. The duty is explained, first negatively, and 
then positively. The two nouns have their meaning indicated 
sufficiently by their composition. 'l'he first of them, which 
occurs only elsewhere in Col. iii. 22, is an expressive term of 
the apostle's own coinage. In an allusion to this place the 
adjective occurs, µh &~ ocp0a),.,µooovXo~ a,).,),.,' w~ cpt'X.OOE<T'lrOTO~. 
Apostol. Const. iv. 12, p. 98, ed. Ultzen, 1853. The second 
noun belongs to the later Greek. Ps. liii. 5; Lobeck ad Phryn. 
p. 621. Eye-service is labour when the master is present, but 
relaxation and sloth so soon as he is gone, labour only-Tp 
uxtJµan. Theophylact. Need we add that this is a vice which 
slavery everywhere creates and exhibits? Hence the necessity 
for drivers and overseers, whips and collars, treadmills and 
dungeons. The slave has usually no higher aim than to 
please him who has in his hands the power of punishment 
and sale ; and whether in deception, or in an ingenious show 
of obedience, or a cunning feint of attention, this one motive 
prevails-to prevent his master taking offence at him. But 
the apostle presents, another and deeper inducement, which 
should lead to punctual and honest industry carried on to 
please the Lord in heaven. For the slaves were to work not 
as man's-

a:\).,' w~ oofJ),.,ot XpttrTOv-" but as the slaves of Christ"
His by peculiar purchase and special proprietorship. The 
article in the Received Text before Xpunov is struck out on 
the authority of A, B, D1, F, G, &c. 
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7TOlOVVT€<; 70 0e.)vl]µa 'J"OV ®eov €1(, yvxiJr;-" doing the will 
of God from the soul." Mark xii. 30; Luke x. 27; Col. iii. 
23. This clause, according to some, is not to be joined with 
the one before it-" as the servants of Christ," but with the 
first clause of the verse-ii not with eye-service, as men
pleasers, . . . doing the will of God." There is no reason 
to adopt such a view. Though they were slaves to a human 
master, they were to live and labour in the character of 
Christ's servants, the characteristic of whose industry is, that 
they do God's will from the heart. That sphere in which 
they had been placed was of God's allotment; and when they 
discharged its duties, they were to labour not to please men, 
as if simply doing man's bidding, but to please God, and 
under the idea that they were doing His will. Such an 
impression must create motives which no secular premiums or 
penalties could ever have originated. 

But the connection of EK, ,J,-vxiJr; has been disputed. Numer
ous and eminent authorities join the words to the next verse. 
So the Syriac reads-" and serve them with all your soul." 
Chrysostom adopts this disposition of the clauses, with CEcu
menius and Jerome, followed by Bengel, Koppe, Harless, De 
Wette, Stier, and Alford, as well as by the editors Knapp and 
Lachmann. But we see no reason for following such a con
nection, as the keeping of the words in union with the preced
ing clause yields a good and appropriate sense. Col. iii. 23. 
The phrase EK, ,J,-vxiJr; signifies "heartily," and stands in con
trast with "eye-service." Delitzsch, Psych. p.160. The slave is 
to do the will of God from the soul-not reluctantly, and as 
if from mere conviction that it should be done. This cordiality 
is an essential element of Christian service. The limbs of the 
slave move with a reluctant tardiness and heartlessness ; and 
such forced or feigned obedience is one of those inevitable 
results of slavery, against which the apostle is cautioning this 
class of his readers. But if the words EK, yvxiJr; be joined to 
the next verse, its first clause will then have the aspect of 
tautology, €1(, yvxiJr;, µe7' euvo{ac, OOVA€VOV7"€'>, Had there 
been a K,at connecting the two nouns, this exegesis might 
have had some probability. Harless distinguishes the two 
nouns thus, that £1(, ,J,-vxrir; points out the -relation of the 
servant to his work, and µe7' euvota_- charact<wizes the relation 



EPHESIANS VI. 8. 461 

of the servant to his master. See Passow, Liddell and Scott, 
and Pape, sub voci'bus j Xenophon, <Econom. p. 673 ; Oyrop. 
iii. p. 54; Elsner, ii. p. 228. But though such a distinction 
be just, it is no argument for connecting the two terms in one 
clause. It rather affords to us the best reason for separating 
them, because the clause to which we attach e/C 'frvxfi,; speaks 
of work to be done, and that cordially; while the next clause, 
to which µeT' evvola,; belongs, turns attention to the master 
for whom this labour is to be performed. That master being 
Christ, goodwill to Him must characterize the performance of it. 

(Ver. 7.) MeT' evvo£a,; Sov)\,evovTE<;-" Serving with a well
affected mind," that is, not only cordially, but higher yet
remembering that He whom you really serve is not a tyrant, 
but a generous master; for your service is done to Christ. It 
is no goodwill which the slave often bears to his master, his 
common feeling being the torment of his master's presence 
and the terror of his lash. Serving- · 

co<; T<f' Kvptrp, !Cal OV/C dv8poJ7rot<;-" as to the Lord, and not 
to men;" the phrase being in contrast with "men-pleasers." 
The particle co,;, not foand-in the Received Text, is now right
fully inserted, on the authority of A, B, D1, F, G, and many 
other concurrent authorities. The spirit of their service was 
to be Christian. They were to remember Christ the Master, 
and in serving others were to serve Him-the Master not 
according to the flesh. In external aspect the service was to 
men, but in motive and spirit it was to the Lord. It is evident 
that if the slaves cherished such religious feelings, the hard
ships of their condition would be greatly lightened. Menander 
has also said-eAev8ipw<; oov)\,eve, Sov)\,o<; ov" la:y-" serve 
freely, and you are no longer a slave." The spirit of this 
paragraph, as Olshausen remarks, detractis detrahendis, should 
regulate all service. "Whatever ye do in word or in deed, 
do all in the name. of Christ." Or, as Luther says in a quota'
tion by Stier, " when a servant-maid sweeps out a room, she 
.can do a work in God.'' 1 

V 8 ) E 'I'' ., ,\ , , ., , , 8' " er. . WOTE', on O eav Ti €/CUO:TO<; '1T'0£1}0:'[J ll"fU ov, TOVTO 
ICOJJ,{O:ETUt7rapa K vptov, elT€00VA,O<;, erTe €Aev8epo<;-" Knowing," 

1 "Wenn eine l\fagd die Stnbe auskehrt, kann sie ein Werk in Gott thun ;'' or, 
as John Wesley says, "Making every action of common life a sacrifice to God." 
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or "as ye know that whatsoever good each one shall have done, 
this shall he receive from the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free." Lachmann, supported by A, D, E, F, G, &c., reads 
on /1,wnTo~ & Mv -rroi1un; but Tischendorf reads as we have 
printed it. There are also many other variations which need 
not be notedJ as they have sprung from emendation. The & 
and Tt are separated by a tmesis, and Mv stands after the rela
tive for &v. Winer, § 42, 6, Obs. Instead of tWµ,{,:;emi, which 
is supported by A, B, D 1, F, G, the Stephanie text has 
xoµ,ie'iTat, on what appears to be the minor authority of D", 
E, K, L, and the texts of Basil and Chrysostom. The 
Received Text has the article Tov before Kuplou, but without 
sufficient evidence. ToDrn, "this," and not something else, the 
verb being in the middle, and really meaning " shall receive 
back for himself." Col. iii. 24, 25. The object of the apostle 
is, to encourage the slaves to the cultivation of those virtues 
which he has described. If they obeyed him, and became 
diligent and industrious, and served their masters with con
scientious fidelity and goodwill, then, though their master 
might fail either to note or reward their conduct, they were 
not to be disheartened. For the one Master on high is also 
the Judge, and He will not fail to confer on them a recom
pense, not of merit indeed, but of grace. The hope of a 
future world, in which there would be a gracious recognition 
of their character and actions, would preserve them from 
impatience and discontent amidst insults and ingratitude on 
the part of thankless and " froward" masters. The Christian 
doctrine of rewards is too often lost sight of or kept in abey
ance, as if it were not perfectly consistent with the freest 
bestowment of heavenly glory. 

(V 9 ) Ka' ' , ' ' ~ ~ ' ' , er. . i, oi Kvpwt, Ta avTa -rrotet'T€ 'lT"po,;; avTou-.-

" And, ye masters, do the same things toward them." Ka{ 
indicates an immediate connection, for the duties were recip
rocal. The master needed instruction as well as his slave, 
for irresponsible power is above all things apt to be abused. 
Plato has well said, that treatment of slaves is a test of char
acter, because a man may so easily wrong them with impunity.1 

1 .6u~.?;,,Ao, :r!¥-t O ,t6ttH #-Gel pc,;, ~A«.,r-r~t tT"6'11 '1'~11 d!x7111, p,urW, ~! On(J,,J, 70 &.0,%1U' E11 T-GLJ'1'o,, 

.,.~, ot.-,ifJe61!1'"'' 611 ,r, ar.{n·i jrj,610, i:U,~Ei11.-Plato, Leges, lib. vi. Opera, vol. viii. p. 245; 
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The apostle had stooped to the slave, and he was not afraid 
to speak with erect attitude to the master. The masters are 
summoned to do the same things-Ta avTa-to the slaves, as 
their slaves are enjoined to do to their masters. The language 
is general, and expresses what Calvin well calls jus analogum. 
'l'hey were to act toward their servants in a general spirit of 
reciprocal kindness, or as the apostle says in Col. iv. 1, they 
were to give them "that which is just and right." The duty 
taught to the slave was earnest, conscientious, and religious 
service; the corresponding duty taught to the master was 
earnest, conscientious, and religious government. All the 
elements of service were to be also those of proprietorship. 
Such appears to us to be the general sense of the language, 
and such is the general view of Zanchius, Crocius, and Mat
thies ; while Theodoret, Bengel, Harless, Meier, Olshausen, 
Riickert, Stier, and Meyer dwell, perhaps, too much on the 
mere Evvofa already recommended. Many other commentators 
confine and enfeeble the meaning, by specifying too minutely 
the reference of Ta avTa. The Greek commentators refer the 
words at once to oouAEvovTer:; in ver. 7, as if the apostle meant 
to say-" your slaves serve you, you are also to serve them." 
Chrysostom shrinks, however, from this full form of putting 
his meaning. " The apostle," he adds, " does not actually 
say it, but he means it "-aXX' ov,c el-1re, oovAeUETe, ,ca[Tot rye 
el7T'©V Ta aVTa TOVTO €01JA.W<J"€. Flatt restricts the reference to 
doing the will of God, that is, "so demean yourselves towards 
your slaves, that ye accomplish in reference to them the will 
of God." De W ette refers to the clause T6 luya0ov 7T'Ote'iv in 
ver. 8, as if there were a paraphrastic allusion to the T~v 
luoT'l}Ta.1 

ed. Bekker, London, 1826. (l\Iacrobius, Saturnalia i. cap. 11, vol. i. J), 144 ; ed. 

Bipont.) 
1 The following note is comprehensive and eloquent:-
" And with respect to all servants of every denomination, equity requires that we 

treat them with humanity and kindness; that we endeavour to make their service 
easy, and their condition comfortable; that we forbear rash and passionate language; 
that we overlook accidental errors, and remit trivial faults; that we impose only such 
labour as is reasonable in itself and suitahle to their capacity; that our reproofs be 
calm and our connsels well timed; that the restraints we lay upon them be prudent 

and salutary ; that we allow them reasonable time for real and refreshment, for the 
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avtEVTE<; rhv a1rei)\,17v-" forbearing threatening." Chrysos
tom, Calvin, Harless, and Baumgarten, take these words too 
vaguely, as if, sub una specie, they generally forbade contume
lious treatment. The reference is more pointed. Bloomfield, 
preceded by the Syriac, on the other hand, presses too hard 
upon the clause when he understands it as signifying "remit
ting the threatened punishment," and he bases his opinions 
upon two passages from Xenophon and Plutarch which call a 
menaced penalty, or the thing threatened, a threatening. The 
former of these two interpretations is forbidden by the use of 
the article. But, alas! threatening has always been the special 
characteristic and weapon of slave-owners. 'A1reiX17 is a feature 
of mastership so well known, that the apostle defines it as 
71 a1mJ\,17-that system of threatening which was a prevalent 
and familiar feature of slavery. Now, however, not only was 
no unjust and cruel punishment to be inflicted, but even 
" threatening " was to be spared. The apostle hits upon a 
vice which specially marks the slave-holder; his prime instru
ment of instigation to labour is menace. The slave is too 
often driven on to his toil by truculent looks, and words and 
acts of threatening ; and, by the sight of the scourge and the 
imitated application of it, he is ever reminded of what awaits 
him if his task be not accomplished. ~fosters were not merely 
to modify this procedure, but they were at once to give it up. 
The Lex Petronia had already forbidden a master on his own 
responsibility to throw a slave to the wild beasts, but no statute 
ever forbade" threatening." Ilomines tamen esse memento
" remember your slaves are men," says Cato; but Lactantius 
goes further, and adds what Cato's pen would have shrunk 
from-eos et ltabemus et dicimus spiritu fratres religi"one con
servos. And this is the motive-

Eloore<; l5n JCal avTWV /Cat vµrov I) Kvp,o<; e,nw €V ovpavoZ<; 

culture of their minds, and for attendance on the worship of God; that we set before 
them a virtuous example, instil into them useful principles, warn them against 
wickedness of every kind, especially against the sin which most easily besets them; 
that we afford them opportunity for reading and private devotion, and furnish them 
with the necessary means of learning the way of salvation; that we attend to the 
preservation of their health, and h~ve compassion on them in sickness; and, in a 
word, that we contribute all proper assistance to render them useful, virtuous, and 
happy."-Lathrop, Discoiwses on the Ephesians, p. 538, ,vvrcester, U.S., 1810. 
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-" knowing, as ye know, that both their and your Master 
is in heaven." This reading has A, B, D1, many minuscules, 
with the V ulgate, Gothic, Coptic, Clement, and Jerome in its 
favour, while F and G read aurwv ilµ,wv, and L has ilµ,wv 

,cal, aurwv. The readings have arisen from homoioteieuton 
and other causes. The Master in heaven is your Judge 
and theirs equally, and you and they are alike responsible 
to Him. Such an idea and prospect lodged in the mind of 
a Christian master would have a tendency to curb all capri
cious and harsh usage, and lead him to feel that really and 
spiritually he and his serfs were on a level, and that all this 
difference of social rank belonged but to an external and tem
porary institution. Could he either threaten or scourge a 
Christian brother with whom but the day before, and at the 
Lord's table, he had eaten of the one bread and drunk of the 
one sacramental cup? 

' ..,. .,, ' ' " ' ' ~ " d th . ,cai 7rp0<TW7r0"''TJµ,y ia ovJC ecrn 7rap avrw- an ere IS no 
respect of persons with Him;" "and the takynge of persouns 
is not anentis God." Wyckliffe. This compound substantive 
is imitated from the Hebrew idiom-0•~9 N\!J-l· In the New 
Testament the word is always used with a bad sense. Matt. 
xxii. 16; Mark xii. 14; James ii. 1, &c. The divine Master 
who bought them with His blood has no partialities. Strictest 
equity characterizes His judgment. Difference of worldly 
station has no influence with Him, but bond and free have 
a perfect parity before Him. The gold ring of the master 
does not attract His eye, and it is not averted from the iron 
fetter of the· slave. Slaves may be denied justice in earthly 
courts; the law may, a priori, injure the bondman by acting 
upon the presumption that he is in the wrong, and his evidence 
may be legally refused as unworthy of credit: but there is a 
tribunal above, where the servant shall have equal position 
with his lord, and where the sentence pronounced shall be 
devoid of all that one-sidedness which has too often disgraced 
the judicial bench in matters between a master and his slaves. 

(Ver. 10.) To AOt7rov, aoe)..<f,ot µ,ov-" In conclusion, my 
brethren "-a reading of far higher authority than roiJ Xomov, 
adopted by Lachmann after A and B, and meaning-" hence
forward." Madvig, § 66. It is as if he said, What remains 

2H 
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for me to tell you but this ? The 'address, aoe-X,cpol µ,ov, of the 
Received Text is omitted by Tischendorf and Lachmann-an 
omission which the majority of modem expositors approve. 
The words are not found in B, D, E, and several of the 
patristic writers. They seem to have been introduced from 
other passages where they occur in connection with To }.,ot1rov. 
2 Cor. xiii. 11; Phil. iii. 1, iv. 8; 1 Thess. iv. 1; 2 Thess. 
iii. 1. Olshausen says, that the apostle never in this epistle 
addresses his reader by such an appellation as aoeXcpot, though 
as an epithet it occurs in the 23rd verse of this chapter. 

The apostle now represents the church as engaged in 
an active warfare with the powers and principles of evil. 
Olshausen suggests that his residence in the Prretorium at 
Rome, where the equipment and discipline of soldiers were a 
daily spectacle, may have originated the allegory. Similar 
allusions are found in Isa. xi. 5, lix. 17 ; Ps. ;,,:viii. and 
cxliv.; 2 Cor. x. 4; 1 Thess. v. 8. 'l'he primary cha1·ge to 
the spiritual militia is- · 

evovvaµ,ofo0e €1) Kvpirp Kal ev T(f Kpa,-et T-ij<; lrrxvoo; av,-ov
" be strengthened in the Lord and in the power of His might." 
The verb is passive, not middle, as some suppose. It is a 
word peculiar to the Alexandrian Greek, and occurs in the 
Septuagint, Ps. lii. 7, and in Acts ix 22; Rom. iv. 20; 2 Tim. 
ii. 1; Heb. xi. 34. "In the Lord," or in union with Him, is 
this strengthening to be enjoyed. The nouns of the last 
clause have been explained under i. 19. Comp. Phil. ii. 13, 
iv. 13. The second clause-Kat-further points out or ell:plains 
the special blessings which result to the Christian warrior 
from his union with Jesus-he is strengthened in "the power 
of His might." This command is one of primary necessity. 
No matter what armour is provided, how finely tempered, 
how highly polished, or how closely fitted it may be, if there 
be no strength in the heart-if the man have merely the dress 
of a soldier, with the spirit of a poltroon. And the valour is 
spiritual, as is the armour; for physical courage and intellectual 
prowess are often, alas ! allied to spiritual cowardice. More
over, soldiers have an invincible courage when they have con
fidence in the skill and bravery of their leader; and the power 
of His might, in which they are strong, has proved its vigour 
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in routing the same foes which they are summoned to encoun
ter. As the Captain of salvation, "He spoiled principalities 
and powers, and triumphed over them." The order to the 
spiritual host is now given, as if with the stirring peal of a 
trumpet-

{Ver. 11.) 'Evo6o-ao-0e T~v 7ravo7r)\£av 'TOU 01:oiJ-" Put on 
the panoply of God." Stier regards the rest of this clause 
and that of the preceding verse as identical in innm· meaning. 
The sense cannot indeed be very different, though the image 
before us is distinct-first, strength or courage, and then pre
paration in that strength to meet the enemy. ITavo7r)\{a is 
complete armour, as the name implies. Luke xi. 22. It is also 
found in the Septuagint (2 Sam. ii. 21 ; Job xxxix. 20), and in 
2 Mace. iii. 25; Jud. xiv. 3. It denotes full armour, and not 
simply, as some erroneously suppose, "the equipment" of God. 
The specification of the pieces of armour proves that Paul 
meant panoply in its literal sense. In fact, as Meyer remarks, 
on this word lies the emphasis, and not on ToiJ 0eoiJ1 as Har
less erroneously supposes. Did the emphasis lie on ToiJ 01:oii, 
it might imply that other armour than this might be used in 
the combat. But the strength of the charge is-Do not enter 
into battle with such adversaries naked and defenceless, but take 
to you armour. Do not cover one portion and leave another 
exposed ; do not assume the cuirass and neglect the helmet ; 
but put on "the whole armour." Do not resort to any arsenal 
of your own, for its armour is weak and useless ; but put on 
the whole armour of God. '' And furthermore, we must neuer 
leaue these armours as long as we be in thys worlde, for we 
shall alwayis haue batayle." Taverner's Postils, p. 495; ed. 
Oxford, 1841. The genitive, 0€ov, is that of origination: God 
provides the armour. vViner, § 30. It cannot mean, as Anselm 
dreams, such armour as God uses. Each of its pieces-its 
girdle, breastplate, boots, shield, helmet, and sword-is fur
nished by Him. It is armour forged on no earthly anvil, and 
tempered by no human skill. See Winer's Realwort; Kitto's 
Oyclopedia,- Smith's Dictionary, sub voce. 

' ' "' 0 ' ~ ;., ' ' 0 " ' ~ " 7ipor;; TO ovvao- at vµ,ac; CTT'f]Vat 7rpo, Ta<; µ,e 001:Lac; TOV uta-

flo)\ou-" in order that ye may be able to stand against the 
stratagems of the· ·devil." The reading µe0oStar;; has good 
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authority, A, B , D 1, E, G, K, L. Winer, § 5, 4. The 
first 7rpo,; indicates purpose (Winer, § 49, h) ; but uTT}vai 
7rpo,; is, in military phrase, to stand in front of, with the 
view of opposing. Kypke (ii. 301) illustrates the phrase from 
Polybius, iv. 61, and Antoninus, lib. vi. § 41. Lresner, Obser
vat. p. 347. Winer, § 49, h. Xenophon makes this contrast 
-o?ndn rumvmt, cix:x,a, </Jevyovut. De Expeditione Oyri, i. 
10, 1. The plural µe0ooda,; seems to denote instances of 
the abstract singular-.Ausdruck Manniclifaltlger Arten und 
Falle-of which usage Bernhardy gives examples, p. 62. 
Me0ooela has been explained under iv. 14, and 'ouf/30Xo,; has 
been considered under iv. 27. The great enemy of man, a 
veteran fierce and malignant, has a method of warfare peculiar 
to himself, for it consists of " wiles." His battles are the 
rush of a sudden ambuscade. He fights not on a pitched 
field, but by sudden assault and secret and cunning onslaught. 
Vigilance, self-possession, and promptitude are therefore indis
pensable to meet him : and as his aim is to throw his opponents 
off their guard and then to surprise them, so there is need to 
be ever clothed in this complete armour of God. His "wiles" 
are seen in unsettling the mind of Eve by representing God as 
jealous of the first man and woman ; in stirring up the war
like aspirations of David to take a military census and force 
a conscription as the basis of a standing army ; in inflam
ing the avaricious and sordid spirit of Judas; and in his 
assaults on our Lord by an appeal to appetite, piety, and 
ambition. 

(Ver. 12.) ''On OV/C €UT£V f;µi,v i; 'Tr'aX'T] 7rpo<; alµa /Cai uapKa 
-" For our struggle is not against flesh and blood." The 
reading vµ'iv, commended by Griesbach, and adopted by 
Lachmann, Riickert, and Olshausen, has the authority of B, 
D 1, F, G, but f;µ'i,v is supported by the preponderant authority 
of A, D 3, E, K, L, &c., with other concurrent witnesses. 
Olshausen's argument for f;µ'i,v proves the reverse of his posi
tion, for the temptation was to alter i;µ'iv to vµ'iv, since the 
rest of the paragraph is delivered in the second person. The 
idea of a necessary combat on the part of man with evil of 
all kinds around him, is so natural, that we find it under 
various representations in classical writers. Homer, Il. xx. 47, 
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and especially Plato, De Le_q. x. 906. This latter passage 
is regarded by some of the Fathers as parallel to the one 
before us (Clemens Alex. Strom., 593; Eusebius, Evan_q. 
Prmp. xi. 26), and as an echo from some old oracle of the 
Jewish scriptures. 

The apostle has just spoken of the wiles of the devil, and 
he justifies the statement now-on-" because." The article is 
prefixed to 7raXTJ, not simply because the contest is already 
supposed in the preceding verse, but because it is the one con
test in which each must engage-a contest of life and death. 
The noun mtX'T} occurs only here, and is not used by the 
Seventy. It signifies a personal encounter, and is rendered 
colluctatio in the V ulgate. The phrase " flesh and blood" 
denotes humanity, viewed in its palpable characteristics, and 
as opposed to such spiritual and uncompounded natures as the 
apostle describes in the following clauses. The terms do not 
point out humanity in its sinful or fallen state, but only in its 
ordinary and organized form. Matt. xvi. 17 ; 1 Cor. xv. 50 ; 
Gal. i. 16. The conflict which the apostle describes is no 
equal one with humanity, no. wrestling on equal terms of pot
sherd with potsherd ; and man being placed at this terrible 
disadvantage, there is therefore all the more need of the pano
ply of God. The common notion, adopted also by Stier, 
Passavant, and Burton, that the apostle means to say that we 
wrestle not only with the evil of human corruption, but against 
superhuman adversaries, cannot be sustained. Yet Bloomfield 
and Trollope without hesitation supply µ,6vov. Our struggle 
is not against flesh and blood-

,,"\ :\. ' ' > , ' l 't:: 1 
" b t • t al\,l\,U, 7rpor; Tar; apxa,;1 wpo<; Ta<; €50VCTlar;- U agamS 

principalities, against powers." The combat is with spirits, 
and those of high rank and position. It has been remarked 
by Meyer and De W ette, that ovtc • • • d:X.Xa does not mean 
non tarn, non tantum, for the apostle excludes flesh and blood 
from the lists altogether: the combat is only with principali
ties and with powers. Wine1·, § 55, 8; Klotz-Devarius, 
vol. ii. 9. The two substantives are explained under i. 21._ 
The terms there employed to denote the good are here used 
to denote the evil chiefs. The apostle therefore refers to fallen 
spirits, who once occupied positions of rank and prerogative 
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in heaven, and may still retain a similar place among the 
hosts of apostate angels. It is no vulgar herd of fiends we 
encounter, but such of them as are darkly eminent in place 
and dignity. For we fight-

7rpor; TOVc; IW<TµoKpaTopac; TOV (1'/{,0'J'OV<; TOIJTOV-" against the 
world-rulers of this darkness." 'l'he Received Text interposes 
Tov alwvoc; before TOVTOu, but without valid proof. The words 
are wanting in A, B, D1, F, G, and in many versions and 
Fathers, though they are found in D 3, E, K, L. It is wrong 
on the part of Harless to sink the meaning of Ko<Tµoc; by 
explaining the compound term as meaning only rulers. When 
applied to earthly sovereigns, it is always to those of most 
extensive sway, who were supposed to have the world under 
control-munditenentes. Tertullian. The strong term denotes 
world-lords, and is so far equivalent to o lfpxrov Tov ,co<Tµov 
TOVTou in John xii. 31 ; xiv. 30; xvi. 11 ; and o 0€or; Tov 

alwvoc; ToUTov in 2 Cor. iv. 4. The rabbins have also adopted 
the word-1i'.i;p\o1i;,. See also 1 John v. 19. What influence 
is ascribed in these texts to Satan, is here ascribed to others of 
his unholy associates or subjects. These evil spirits, who are 
our wary and vengeful antagonists, have acquired a special 
dominion on earth, out of which they are loath to be dis
lodged. " This darkness" is that spiritual obscurity which so 
painfully environs the church-that zone which surrounds an 
unbelieving world with an ominous and lowering shadow. 
The moral obscurity of paganism and impiety is fitly presided 
over by beings congenial in gloom and guilt. See ii. 2; v. 8; 
Acts xxvi. 18. 'l'he darkness, as Chrysostom says, is not 
that of the night, but Tfjr; ,rov'T]p{ar;. It is plain that fallen 
spirits have a vast and mysterious agency in the world, and 
that in many ways inscrutable to man they lord it over ungod
liness-shaping, deepening, or prolonging the means and 
methods of spiritual subjugation. Not, says Theophylact, 
as if they we,re lords of the creature, but only of the world of 
sin-of such as voluntarily submit to them-av0atpfrroc; v,ro-
8ovXo0evn,:,v ; not, says Theodoret, as if God gave them such 
government-ovx oor; ,rapa TOV 0€otl T~V apx~v 0€faµevot<;. 
This dark spirit-world is anxious to possess and maintain 
supremacy, and therefore Christians must wage incessant war-
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fare with it. The term «oa-µ,o«p&-Trup is used by Irenreus as 
synonymous with the devil-ot&-,BoXov, &v Kal «orrµ,. 1eaXofia-1,. 
Contra H(!Jreses, lib. i. cap. v. p. 64 ; ed. Stieren, Lipsiae, 
1848-52. The same idea pervaded the demonology of the 
later Judaism, as Schoettgen (Horro Hebr. p. 790), Buxtorf 
(Lemicon Talmud. p. 200G), and W etstein (in loc.) abundantly 
prove. Elsner has also produced similar language and epithets 
from the "Testament of Solomon" and Jamblichus "on the 
Egyptian Mysteries." Observat. p. 229. Not that the apostle 
fancifully adopted either their nomenclature or their notions, 
but these citations prove that the inspired language was well 
understood and recognized in the Eastern world. 

7Tp0c; 'Ttt 7TVEvµ,anKa Tijc; 'TT'OllrJp{ac; €1) TO£<; €7T'0Vpavlot<;
" against the spirits " or " spiritual bands of evil, in heavenly 
places." Our English version, preceded by Erasmus, Zegerus, 
and a-Lapide, renders "spiritual wickednesses "-spirituales 
nequltim. Adopting such a meaning of the adjective, the 
sense, as Meyer suggests, would be, the spiritual elements or 
aspects of evil. But the following genitive shows that the 
preceding adjective has the form of a substantive, and here of 
a collective noun. Winer compares 'TT'Vevµ,anK&, with oa,µ,ovm, 
which is really an adjective (§ 34, note 3). So we have TO 
t'1T"1T't«ov-the cavalry. Rev. ix. 16. Other critics compare 
'Ttt '8atµ,ovia to the 'Ttt A.?7C'Tpu.:&--band of robbers, Polyrenus, 
Strat. v. 14; TO 7ro;\tn«ov, Herodot. vii. 103; Ta vavn«&-, 
&c. Kuhner,§ 474, o, § 479, ,8; Bernhardy, p. 326; Winer, 
§ 34, 3; Lo beck ad Phryn. p. 378. The genitive will then 
be that of character or quality-,-the spiritual cohorts of evil. 
Scheuerlein, p. 115. Their nature is evil, their commission is 
evil, their work is evil. Evil and evil only are they, alike 
in essence and operation. This interpretation has the con
currence of Harless, Meyer, Olshausen, Meier, Matthies, Stier, 
Ellicott, and the Greek fathers CEcumenius and Theophylact. 

The five-fold repetition of 7rpoc; adds intensity to the senti
ment, which displays the emphatic vehemence of martial 
excitement. Not only is 7rpo,; repeated, but the usual 1eat 
is omitted. The verse is thus a species of asyndeton, in 
which each clause as it is dwelt upon and individualized, 
stands out as a vivid, independent thought. Winer, § 50, 7. 
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To rouse up the Christian soldiery, the apostle brings out into 
bold relief the terrible foes which they are summoned to -
encounter. As to their position, they are no subalterns, but 
foes of mighty rank, the nobility and chieftains of the fallen 
spirit-world; as to their office, their domain is "this dark
ness" in which they exercise imperial sway; as to their 
essence, they are not encumbered with an animal frame, but 
are "spirits;" and as to their character, they are "evil"
their appetite for evil only exceeds their capacity for pro
ducing it. 

Jv To,~ J7rovpavlot~-" in the heavenly places." See under 
i. 3, 20, ii. 6, iii. 10. It needs scarcely be remarked-1. That 
the exegesis which makes Ta J7ro11pavta signify heavenly 
things cannot be borne out, but is wholly against the idiom of 
the epistle. See under i. 3. Yet this false meaning is adhered 
to in this place by Chrysostom, Theodoret, and CEcumenius, 
by Cajetan, Heinsius, Glassius, Rosenmiiller, and Tyndale, 
who renders - " against spretuall wickednes for hevenly 
thinges," giving Jv an unsustainable signification. 2. We 
need not stay to refute the notion of those who, like Schoett
gen, Wilke, Crellius, Van Til, Brennius, and the editors 
of the " Improved Version,'' think the apostle means, in 
whole or in part, in this verse to describe bad men of station 
and influence, like the Jewish rabbinical doctors, or provincial 
Gentile governors. The meaning of the phrase depends on 
the connection assigned it :-1. The phrase may describe the 
scene of combat. To sustain this interpretation, there is no 
necessity either, with Augustine, to join the words to 17µ,,v, or 
to connect them with 7raX1, as is done by Riickert, Matthies, 
and Baumgarten-Cmsius, for perhaps they are too remote in 
position. Or, 2, Ta. J7rovpavla may mean the seat of these 
evil spirits. This view is maintained by no less names than 
Jerome, who adds-haJC autem omnium dootorum opinio est; by 
Ambrosiaster, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Estius, Grotius, Bengel, 
Hammond, Meier, Holzhausen, Meyer, Olshausen, Harless, 
De W ette, Ellicott, and Alford. See Photius, Qumst . .AmpM
looh. p. 94; Petavius, Dogmata Tlteol. li.b. iii. c. iv. But 
Jerome says-non quo dcemones in omlestibus oommorentur, sed 
quo supra nos aer hcc nomen acoepei·it. But the "heavenly 
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places " have been referred to by the apostle as the scenes of 
divine blessing, of Christ's exaltation, of Bis people's eleva
tion, and as the region of unfallen and pure intelligences, and 
how can they be here the seat or abode of impure fiends? 
The first opinion does not, as Alford hints, stultify itself; for 
the scene of warfare may be different from the scene of proper 
residence. His view is, in effect at least, coincident with ours 
-the place of abode becomes the place of combat. Nor is 
there any proof that Ta e1rovpavla means heaven, in the sense 
of the air or atmosphere. None of the other clauses in which 
the phrase occurs can bear such a signification, and yet 
such is the sense put upon the words by the majority of 
those whom we have quoted. Allioli renders-in der Luft. 
(Consult what is said under ii. 2, as to the meaning of a17p.) 
Ta e1rovpavta are the celestial spots occupied by the church; 
(i. 3, ii. 6 ;) and in them this combat is to be maintained. 
Those evil spirits have invaded the church, are attempting 
to pollute, divide, secularize, and overthrow it ; are con
tinually tempting its members to sin and apostasy; are 
ever warring against goodness and obstructing its progress; 
and therefore believers must encounter them and fight them 
"in the heavenly places." Such appears to us to be the 
plai": allusion of the apostle, and the exegesis is not beset 
either with grammatical or theological difficulty. Still the 
subject is one of mystery, and we dare not definitely pronounce 
on the express meaning of the terms employed. 

Our translators felt a dilemma here, and shrank from the 
same right rendering which they had given in the other verses 
where the phrase occurred. Under the same perplexity, some 
have proposed to read v1rovpavuw;, for which unwarranted 
emendation Erasmus and Beza had a kindly preference ; and 
the version of Luther is-unter dem Himmel. The Syriac 
also renders .\) S,o e ~2.?-" under heaven.m The 

1 The following is the description of Prudentius, in his Ha1Mrti9enia :-

" Non mentem sua membra premunt, nee terrea virtus 
Oppugnat sensus liquidos, bellove lacessit : 
Sed cum spiritibus tenebrosis nocte dieque 
Congredimur, quorum dominatibus humidus iste, 
Et pigris densns nebulis obtemperat aer. 
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perplexity was felt to be so great, that no less a l!Chol~r than 
Daniel Heinsius actually proposes the desperate shift of trans
posing the words ev rot:s- e7rovpav£0,s- to the beginning of the 
verse, and making out this sense-" in heavenly things our 
-contest is not with flesh and blood." Exercitat. Sac. p. 472. 
Neither of the renderings of Storr can be sustained-qui in 
ccelo fuere, or qui cmlestes origine aunt. Opuscula, i. p. 179 ; 
Observat. p. 174. The opinions of Locke and Doddridge are 
erroneous. The former renders-" the spiritual managers of 
the opposition to the kingdom of God; " and the latter
" spirits who became authors and abettors of wickedness even 
while they abode in heavenly places." Hofmann generalizes, 
or as Meyer says, rationalizes the phrase in saying-that it 
refers not to place-that evil spirits are not confined to this or 
that locality of this earthly world-sondern dieselbe uberwalten, 
wie dwr Himmel die Erde umspannt. Schriftb. i. p. 455. Not 
much different from the view of Doddridge is that of Cocceius 
and Calovius, who join 'lT'OvTJpla,; closely with the phrase
" spirits who do evil in the heavenlies." The exegesis of 
Peile is as arbitrary as any of these-" wickedness exhibited 
in spiritual beings who kept not their first estate, their right
eous principality in the centre of heaven." 

(Ver. 13.) dia 'TOV'TO lwa..,..a/3ere T~V 'lT'aVO'lT'Xtav 'TOU ®eoii
" Wherefore take up the panoply of God." "Wherefore," 
the foes being so formidable in power, operation, and nature, 
what need is there not to be fully protected with this complete 
and divine suit of mail? The charge is repeated from ver. 11, 
and the words employed are the usual military phraseology, 
as is shown by the illustrations of Elsner, Kypke, and Wet
stein. Thus, Deut. i. 41-ava..,..a/36v-re,; eJCaUTO<; Ta U/C€V1] Ta 

'TrO..,..€fi,tKtl aVTOU; J er. xxvi. 3 ; 2 Mace. x. 21. 
rva OUV1]01j,re ctVTlU'Tijvai ev TV ~µEp<f -rfi 7T'OV1]p~-" that ye 

may be able to withstand in the evil day." The soldier is 

Scilicet hoe medium, coelum inter et infima terne, 
Quod patet ac vacuo nubes suspendit hiatu, 
Frena potestatum variarum sustinet, ac sub 
Principe Belial rectoribus horret iniquis. 
His colluctamur prrodonibus; ut sacra no bis 
Oris Apostolici testis sententia prodit." 

-Opera, vol. i. p. 578. Lon. 1824. 
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equipped for the purpose of defending himself and opposing 
the enemy. The Christian armour is not worn for idle parade, 
or as holiday attire. The enemy must be encountered. But 
what is meant by "the evil day?" Similar phraseology is 
found (Ps. xli. 1, xlix. 5) in the Septuagint version. If we 
preserve the spirit of the im'agery, we should at once be led to 
conclude that it was the day of battle, or, as Theodoret calls 
it-T'I]<; 1rapaTaEEw<;. That is an evil day; for it may lead 
to wounds, though it does not destroy life. It is not spe
cially and of necessity the day of death, as Schmid supposes, 
though it may be, and has often proved so. Nor is it every 
day of our life, as Chrysostom, CEcumenius, and Jerome 
understand it-Tov 1rapona fJ{ov - for there may be many 
a lull during a campaign, and there may be a long cam
paign ere a decisive battle be fought. Our view is that of 
most modern commentators, with the exception of Koppe and 
Meyer, who suppose Paul to refer to some future and terrible 
outbreak of Satan before the expected advent of Christ, which 
the apostl-e thought to be near at hand. Such is also the 
view of Usteri. Paulin. Lehrbeg., p. 341. But there can be no 
allusion to such a prospect in the verse before us. The evil 
day is that of resolute Satanic assault; "evil "--on account 
of the probability, or even possibility of the sad consequences 
which failure or unpreparedness so often involves-damaged 
reputation, impaired usefulness, and the bitter regrets and 
memories of subsequent years. To how many has it been an 
evil day? Did not our Lord bid us pray, " Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil," 

,cat J,1ravTa KaTEpryau-aµ,Evot U-T'IJVat-" and having done all 
to stand." Two distinct interpretations have been given of 
the deponent middle participle KaTEpryau-aµ,Evot :-1. Some give 
it this sense, " having subdued or overcome all," as in the 
margin of our English bibles. This is the exegesis of CEcu
menius and Theophylact, the former of whom expressly says 
that JCaTEpryau-aµ,Evot is used for ,caTa1roXEµ,1u-avTE<;. The view 
of these Greek critics is followed not only by Beza, Grotius, 
and W etstein, but also by Harless, Olshausen, Riickert, Cony
beare, and De vV ette. There is no doubt that the verb does 
bear such a meaning among the classical writers; but though 
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the word occurs often, there is no instance of such a sense in 
the New Testament. Raphelius, z'n loo.; Fritzsche, ad Rom. 
i. p. 107. Why then should this place be an exception? 

2. Others, therefore, prefer the signification " having done 
or accomplished all," that is, not simply "having made all 
necessary preparation," as the Syriac, Morus, and Bengel too 
narrowly take it ; but having done everything which the 
crisis demanded, in order to quell the foe and maintain their 
position. This preferable exegesis is supported by Erasmus, 
Bucer, Meier, Meyer, and Baumgarten-Crusius. Now, not to 
say that the neuter &7rav-ra is against the former view, and 
more in accordance with the second, which refers it not to 
enemies, where we would have expected another gender, but 
to the general elements of military duty, we may add, in 
contradiction of Harless, that the spirit of the context is also 
in favour of the last exegesis. For, 1. the apostle proceeds to 
arm the Christian soldier, and it is not natural to suppose that 
he speaks of victory prior to equipment and battle. 2. The 
verb CT'N]Vat cannot be supposed to have a different significa
tion from what it has in ver. 11. If the first opinion be 
adopted," having vanquished all your enemies, to stand," then 
CT'NJVat would denote to stand victorious; or, as Luther has it, 
das Feld behalten-" to keep the field." Now this is changing 
the meaning of the verse, for it signifies in verses 11 and 14 
to stand, not when the combat is over, but to stand with the 
front to the foe, in the very attitude of resistance and self
defence, or in expectation of immediate assault. 3. The 
clause appears to be explained by the succeeding verses ; 
" Stand therefore" (ver. 14) with girdle, cuirass, sandals, 
shield, helmet, and sword, ever praying. 'l'he rendering of 
the Vulgate-in omnz'bus perfectz'-is a deviation, probably 
borrowed from such a reading as Codex A presents-Ka7etp
"faCTµevoi. Jerome has omnia operati. 

(Ver. 14.) This warlike picture of the apostle is to be taken 
in its general aspect. It is useless, on the one hand, to seek 
out the minutiai of far-fetched resemblances, as is done by some 
foreign divines, and by Gurnall ( Christian z'n Complete Armour, 
fol. Glasgow, 1763) and Arrowsmith (Tactica 8acm, 4to, 
1657) ar' ...,-9re elaborately learned than either, Lydius in his 
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Syntagma sacrum de re militari, ed. Van Til, 1698, Dorclraci. 
All that we can affirm is, that certain spiritual acquisitions or 
gifts endow us with peculiar powers of self-protection, and 
that these graces, in their mode and province of operation, 
bear some similitude to certain pieces of ancient armour. So 
that it is an error, on the other hand, to imagine that the 
apostle selects at random some graces, and compares them to 
portions of military harness. It is probably to the armour of 
a Roman soldier that the apostle refers, the fullest account of 
which may be found in Lipsius (De Mili"t. Roman., ed. Plant. 
1614) and Vegetius (Epitome Institutorum Rei Militaris, ed. 
Schwebel, Bipont, 1806), or in Polybius, lib. vi. 20; Martial, 
ix. 57. See Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, sub voce .Arms. 
The apostle's account, as has been remarked, coincides with 
the figures sculptured on the arch of Severns. First, there 
are three pieces of iron armour-armour fitted on to the body 
-girdle, breastplate, and shoes ; thus-

~ .. ~ , ' , A..' • ~ , .... 0 , 
CTTIJT€ ovv 7r€pt.,,w<TaJJ,€VO£ TTJV O<T't'VV vµ,wv €V a"''TJ €Uf-

" stand therefore, having girt about your loins with truth." 
Isa. xi. 5 ; Dan. x. 5. The aorist participles precede in point 
of time the verb. 'Ev is instrumental. The allusion is to the 
ancient military belt or girdle, which was often highly orna
mented with laminre and clasps of gold and silver, and used 
occasionally, when thrown over the shoulder, to support the 
sword or quiver. This zone is formed of truth, not objective 
truth, as Harless believes, for that is declared to be the sword ; 
but, as the article is wanting, of subjective truth-truthfulness. 
It is not simply integrity or sincerity, but the assured convic
tion that you believe, and that it is God's truth you believe. 
Such a sincere persuasion binds tightly the other pieces of 
armour; and "trussing up his loins" gives the combatant 
alertness and buoyancy in the battle, enabling him to " endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Christ." He feels supported 
and braced by his conscious knowledge and reception of the 
truth. Harless errs in supposing the baldric to be a mere 
ornament, for the ungirded soldier had not done all to qualify 
him for the fight-is not fully prepared for it. Grotius says 
-veritas adstringit lwminem, mendaciorurn magna est lamitas. 
1 Sam. xxv. 13; Ps. xviii. 32, xlv. 4. 
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Kal, Jvouuaµ,EVOt TOV 0wpa1'a rij,; Ottt:atOUUV'f/',-1
' and having 

put on the breastplate of righteousness." The genitive is 
that of apposition, and the article before it may be that of 
correlation, though we incline to give it a more distinctive 
meaning. Isa. xi. 5, lix. 17. The breastplate, as its name 
implies, covered and protected the chest. It was sometimes 
formed of linen or plates of horn, but usually of metallic scales 
or feathers. Pliny, Hist. Natur. xxxiii. 54. Roman soldiers 
wore chain mail, that is, hauberks or habergeons-

" Loricam consertam hamis, auroque trilicem." 

But sometimes the breastplate was made of two pieces of 
leather or bronze, which fitted to the person, and were united 
by hinges or fastened by buckles. Smith's Dictionary of 
Greek and Roman Antiquities, p. 576. The righteousness 
which forms this Kapow,p{iM,f is, according to Meyer, Fergus
son, Olshausen, Holzhausen, and Meier, moral rectitude, or, 
as Ellicott says, " the righteousness which is the result of the 
renovation of the heart by the Holy Spirit;" and, according 
to Baumgarten-Crusius, the conscious possession of it. The 
article before OtKawuu/J'f/ has a special prominence, and we are 
inclined with Harless, De W ette, Matthies, and Winzer (rJinst
programm, iiber Ephes. vi. ] O, 17, Leipz. 1840), to understand 
it as the righteousness of God, or of faith, or as "justification 
by the blood of the cross," tnree scriptural phrases meaning 
in general one and the same thing. What Christian can boast 
of entire rectitude, or use as his defence what Turner unhap
pily calls "his own righteousness "-nil conscire sibi, nulta 
pallescere culpa? But when the justifying righteousness of 
Christ is assumed as a breastplate by sinners, they can defy 
the assaults of the tempter. To every insinuation that_ they 

.are so vile, guilty, worthless, and perverse-so beset with sin 
and under such wrath that God will repulse them -=they 
oppose the free and perfect righteousness of their Redeemer, 
which is" upon them." Rom. iii. 22. So that the dart thrown 
at them only rings against such a cuirass, and falls blunted to 
the earth. 

(Ver. 15.) Kal, V7r007JUaµ,€VO£ Toil<; 7rOOa, €V €TOtµ,au{q, 70V 
Eua'Y'YeAlou rij,; elp7JV7J'>-" And having shod your fe,3t with 
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the preparedness of the gospel of peace." ·1sa. iii. 7. The 
usage of such an accusative following the verb may be seen in 
Buttmann (§ 135, 3), though oftener the sandal itself is put 
in the accusative. The last genitive is that of contents (Bem
hardy-, p. 16) and the one before it that of source, that is, the 
preparedness is from the gospel, and that gospel has peace for 
its substance. The reference is not to greaves, which were a 
kind of military leggings, but to the-wpoKVl}µ,'ioe,;- caligre or 
sandals, which were worn by the ancient warriors, and the 
soles of which were thickly studded with hobnails. Bymeus, 
de Oalcibus, Dordraci, 1715. The military sandal of this 
spiritual host " is the preparation of the gospel of peace ;" 
Wyckliffe-" in makynge redi." The preposition ev is instru
mental or quasi-local, and erotµ,aa-{a is represented as forming 
the sandals. So that there is error on the part of Erasmus, 
who renders-parati ad evangelium. The noun &otµ,aa-la 
has in the Septuagint an active meaning, as-ek &otµ,aa-lav 
Tpoef»i,;- Wisdom xiii. 12; also an intransitive meaning
readiness or preparedness-?wwov,; el,; eroiµ,aa-tav -&µ,'iv wapexetv 
-Josephus, Antiq_. x. 1, 2; and still in a more spiritual 
·sense, Ps. x. 17-'Tt}v frotµ,aa-fuv rfj,; ,capo/a,;. The term is 
sometimes employed in the Septuagint as the representative 
of the Hebrew ~ti, as in Ps. lxxxix. 14, where it is said to 
mean foundation, and therefore Beza, Wolf, Bengel, Koppe, 
and Flatt, take the word in such a sense here-the firm basis 
of the gospel of peace. Ezra ii. 68; Dan. xi. 7. The figure 
is not appropriate; it might apply, indeed, to the road on 
which they were to march, but not to their boots. 'l'he feet 
were to be shod "with preparedness." The feet in fighting 
are so protected or cased. The feet, too, are the instruments, 
and therefore the appropriate symbols of motion. The 
Christian warrior must move as the battle shifts; his career 
is indeed but a battle and a march, and a march and a battle. 
And whence is this promptitude to be derived? From "the 
gospel of peace "-or peace the substance of the gospel, the 
same gospel which was called i. 13-the gospel rfj, a-roTw{a,;. 
For the possession of peace with God creates blessed serenity 
of heart, and confers upon the mind peculiar and continuous 
preparedness of action and movement. There is nothing to 
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disconcert or perplex it, or divide and retard its energies. 
Consequently it is an error on the part of many expositors, 
from Chrysostom down to Conybeare, to represent the meaning 
thus-" preparation to preach or publish the gospel of peace," 
for it is of defensive armour alone the apostle is now speaking. 

(Ver. 16.) 'E1rl 1raow avat..a/jOVTE<; T6V 0vpeov rfir; 1rlrTT€fJJ<; 
-" In addition to all taking up the shield of faith "-the geni
tive being that of apposition. Lachmann, almost on the single 
authority of B, reads ev 7raaw, which might justify Jerome's 
rendering-in omni opere. Some, such as Luther, Beza, and 
Bengel, give the words the sense "above all," or "especially," 
" above all things," as if the most important piece of armour 
were now to be specified. The Gothic has "ufar all." But 
the meaning is simply "in addition to all." Luke iii. 20; 
Winer,§ 48, c. And the construction is changed. The pieces 
of armour already mentioned being fitted on to the body and 
fastened to it, each by appropriate mechanism, have each its 
characteristic verb-1rEpitwrraµ,evot, evSvrraµ,EVfJt, V7r001]rTaµ,evoi; 
but shield, helmet, and sword need no such special fastening, 
for they are simply taken up or assumed, and therefore they 
are joined to the one general participle, ava).a/j6vrer;, and the 
verb oegau-0e. 0vpe6v-scutum-a word of the later Grcek,1 
denotes, as the name implies, a large door-like shield, differing 
in form and especially in size from the aa7r[,-clypeus-and 
was, according to Polybius, two feet and a-half broad and 
four feet long---r(J 7rAaTO<; • • 1rev0' iJp,t1roolwv, T6 0€ P,'YJICO<;, 

1roorov rETrapwv. Polybius, lib. vi. cap. 20, 23. The shield 
preserved the soldier from being struck, and his armour, too, 
from being hacked or notched. Such a large and powerful 
shield is faith-that unwavering confidence in God and His 
grace which guards the mind from aberration and despondency, 
and easily wards off such assaults as arc made upon it. 1 John 
v. 4, 5. The special value and purpose of the shield are then 
described-

, • <:' ' 0 I ' QI"\. ~ ~ \ I EV p VUV1]U'€U' € 7ravra Ta fJE"-1] TOV 7rOV1]pOV Ta 7r€7rVpwµEva 
rr{jerrai-" in," or, "with which ye shall be able to quench all 

1 Phrynichus, ed. Lobeck, p. 366. He quotes Homer, who uses the term for the 
strong door of a cave, adding, that it means a shield, but not among approved or 
old authors. 
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the fiery darts of the wicked one." 1'he article Tli before 
'1r1::1rvpIDµha is not found in n, Dv F, G, and is rejected by 
Lachmann, but probably without ~ufficient authority. It 
seems to imply that the devil throws other darts besides those 
so specified. 'O 7rov71po,; is "the wicked one," either in proper 
person or as leader and representative of the foes so vividly 
described in ver. 12. 2 Thess. iii. 3; Matt. vi. 13; John xvii-
15; 1 John v. 18. In the phrase Tlt f]e"lliYJ .Ta 7r€7rVpwµha, 
there is a reference to a species of missile which was tipped or 
armed with some combustible material. Ps. vii. 13; Lipsius, 
de Milit. Roman. p. 106 ; Alberti, Obseruat, Pliilol. in lac. 
This malleolus resembled a hammer, as its name imports. 
The inflammatory substances were compressed into its trans
verse portion or head, and this being ignited, the mallet was 
thrown among the enemy. References to such weapons are 
found in Herodotus, Lib. viii. 52 ; Arrian, .Alexan. Exped. ii. 
18; Thucydides ii. 75; Smith's Dictionary of Greek and 
Lati'n .Antiquiti'es, sub voce-Malleolus; Winer, .Art. Bogen; 
and other ancient writers. Thucydides calls these shafts 7rup
<f,opot oiuTOt; and Apollodorus gives them tlie same name 
as the apostle. Biol. ii. 4. See also Livy, lib. xii. c. 8; 
Ammianu& Marcellinus, 23, 4. The Coptic version reads 
C::.O:U..02,-"filled" with fire. These blazing arrows are shot 
by the evil one-o 7ro111Jpo,;-who is evil and undiluted evil ; 
the evil one " by merit raised to that bad eminence." In the 
verb u{:Jeuat there is an allusion not to any power in the shield 
to quench the burning darts, as many try to show with learned 
labour, but to the simple fact, that such a missile caught on, 
or in, the shield, glances off it, and falling to the earth, is 
speedily extinguished. It is a misconception of the meaning 
of the participle 7rE7rupIDµ,eva on the part of Bodius, Rollock, 
Hammond, and Bochart, that poisoned darts are meant, and 
are named " fiery" because of the burning sensation, or fever, 
which they produce; as if they received this appellation not 
from their effect, but from their nature. Hi·erozoicon, Opera, 
tom. iii. p. 425, ed. Leusden, Lugd. Batav. 1692. What 
they are, it is difficult to say. The Greek fathers, with too 
great restriction, think that reference is made to such lusts 
and desires as we sometimes term "burning" lusts and desires. 

2 I 



482 EPHESIANS VI. 17. 

'l'he darts appear to be Satanic assaults, sudden and terrible 
-such suggestions to evil, such unaccountable impulses to 
doubt or blaspheme, such houid insinuations about the divine 
character and one's own state, as often distract persons, espe
cially of a nervous temperament. The biography of Luther 
and Bunyan affords apposite examples. But the shield of 
faith must be used to repel such darts, and if brought to inter
cept them, it preserves the Christian warrior intact. His 
confidence in God keeps him from being wounded, or from 
falling a prisoner into the hands of his ruthless enemies. 
Whatever happens moves him not; his faith saves him from 
despondency and defeat. The future form of the verb by no 
means supports Meyer's view as to the period of the evil day. 

(Ver. 17.) Kal T~V 7repucecpa">,.,a{av Tov uroT'TJplov o~Eau0e
" And take the helmet of salvation." D1, F, and G omit the 
verb; oltau0ai, a glaring emendation, is found, however, in A, 
D3

, K, and L. The adjectival form uroT17pwv is found also in 
Luke ii. 30, iii. 6; Acts xxviii. 28. This use o{ the finite 
verb in such a series is a characteristic of Pauline style, as if 
from the participial construction his mind likes to rest at length 
on the finite form. The military helmet protected the head. 
It was a cap usually made of leather, strengthened and orna
mented with metallic plates or bosses, and commonly sur
mounted with a crest or plume. In 1 Thess. v. 8, the apostle 
says, "For an helmet the hope of salvation "-e11.7r{oa u<AT'TJ
p{a,r; - and therefore many suppose that the same idea is 
expressed elliptically here. Such is the view of Calvin, 
Zanchius, Calovius, Grotius, Estius, Bodius, Meier, and Win
zer, but a view which is as unwarranted as that of Theodoret, 
Bullinger, Cocceius, and Bengel, who refer uwT17pw11 to the 
Saviour himself, because He has received such an appella
tion in Luke ii. 30. The apostle takes the phrase from the 
Alexandrian version of Isa. lix. 17, in which the Hebrew 
JWU-~ ~;ii~ is translated 7re.pucecpa'Jl.atav <T<AT'TJptou. Salvation, 
and not the hope of it, is here represented as forming the 
helmet; not salvation in an objective sense, but in conscious 
possession. It is the assurance of being interested in this 
salvation that guards the head. He who knows that he is 
safe, who feels that he is pardoned and sanctified, possesses 
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this "helme of helthc," as Wyckli.ffo renders it, and has his 
"head covered in the day of battle:"-

Ka£ T1JV µaxaipav TOV IlvE"uµ,a-ro.-, 5 €<T'1W pfjµ,a 0€ov-" and 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." The 
last genitive is that of source, and the relative o is neuter, by 
attraction or assimilation. This is the only offensive weapon 
which the Christian soldier is to assume. That sword is 
described as being the "word of God." By '' the word of 
God" we understand the gospel, or revealed will of God
and to us it is in effect Holy Scripture, not in any restricted 
sense, as limited either to its commands or its threatenings. 
Theodore of Mopsuestia says, however, that pr,µ,a 0eoii is 
equivalent to 0€ov Jvep,yeia-referring in proof to such phrases 
as " by the word of the Lord the heavens were made," the 
meaning of which is easily understood. And this weapon
" the word of God "-is " the sword of the Spirit," for it is 
the Spirit who supplies jt. By the special organic influence of 
the Spirit, plenary inspiration was enjoyed, and God's ideas 
became, in the lips and from the pens of apostles and prophets, 
God's words. The genitive, 7rVE"uµ,aTo>', thus indicates the 
relation in which God's word stands to the Spirit. How 
strange on the part of Harless, Olshausen, Matthies, Stier, 
and von Gerlach, to make it the genitive of apposition, and to 
represent the sword as the Spirit Himself! In this erroneous 
view they had been preceded by Basil, who has adduced this 
verse as a proof that not only the Son, but the Spirit, is called 
the Word-the Son being the Word of the Father, and the 
Spirit the Word of the Son. Contra Eunom. lib. v. cap. 11. 
Such an exposition only darkens the passage, and compels 
Olshausen himself to ask in perplexity a question which his 
own false exegesis originates-How can the Word of God be 
represented as the Spirit? and he answers the insoluble query 
by a statement no less erroneous and unintelligible, that the 
Spirit is an operation which the Word of God produces. 
Harless argues, that as the previous genitives specifying the 
pieces of armour are those of apposition, so analogy must 
justify the same syntax in this clause. But the argument is 
wholly out of place, and that because the apostle subjoins an 
explanation. Had he simply said "the sword of the Word," 
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then according to the analogy of previous clauses the exegesis· 
of Harless and Olshausen would be the correct one, but he 
enters into fuller and more precise detail. Away at the other 
extreme from this exposition is that of Chrysostom in one of 
his interpretations, of fficumcnius and Theophylact, with 
Michaelis and Grotius, which makes the clause merely mean 
-" take the spiritual sword of the Word ; and still more 
remote- is the lame exegesis of Morus, Rosenmiiller, and De 
Wette, which understands by " spirit" the human spirit, as 
if the apostle meant to say-" take your soul's best sword, 
the word of God." 

The word of God is thus the sword of the Spirit, by which 
the spiritual foe is cloven down. The Captain of salvation 
set the example, and once and again, and a third time, did He 
repel the assault of the prince of darkness by three brief and 
simple citations from Scripture. Diplomacy and argument, 
truce and armistice, are of no avail-the keen bright sword of 
the Spirit must be unsheathed and lifted. 

(Ver. 18.) Aia 'TfU,<T?J<; 7rpOU€VX,TJ<; /Cat be'f/<TeW<; 7rpouev-x,oµevoi 
€V 'TfaVTL «:aiprji €V IIveuµan-" With all prayer and supplica-. 
tion praying always in the Spirit." The participle is not, 
with Conybeare, to be rendered as a simple imperative. We 
cannot agree with De Wette and others in regarding prayer 
as a separate weapon, for the apostle now drops the figure. It 
is indeed an effectual means of repulse, not by itself, but in its 
connection with all these other graces. So that we understand 
this verse as describing the spirit or temper in which the 
armour should be assumed, the position taken, the enemy met, 
and the combat pursued, that is, as still connected with urrj.;e 

oVv. We cannot, with Olshausen, restrict it to the previous 
clause, namely, that prayer must accompany the use of the 
sword of the Spirit. The order of thought is-make prepara
tion, take the armour, stand, fight, and all the while be praying. 

}\/[eyer's effort to make Sia 7ra<T?J<; 7rpoueuxfj, «:aL b€1}<TeW<; 

an independent sentence, at least disconnected with the follow
ing participle, is not happy; and his argument as to tautology 
and the impossibility of "praying always," is without force. 1 

1 " 'Praying always '-what does it mean? Being always on our knees? always 
engaged in the very act of prayer? This I believe to be one of the grossest glosses 
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'l'he preposition oia expresses the mcaus hy, or the condition 
in or through which, the spiritual exercise implied in 7rpoa-
rnxoµ€voi developes itself. The two nouns are distinguished not 
as imprecatio and deprecatio, as is the opinion of Chrysostom, 
Theodorct, Grotius, and others ; nor can we say, with De 
W ette, that the first term denotes the form, and the second 
the contents, of prayer. 'l'he two words are conjoined in the 
Septuagint. 1 Kings viii. 28; 2 Chron. vi. 19 ; Ps. vi. 9; and 
in Phil. iv. 6 ; 1 Tim. ii. 1. We believe with Harless, Meier, 
Meyer, and others, that 7rpo1J€VX~ is prayer in general.:..._the 
general aspects and attitudes of devotion in adoration, confes
sion, and thanksgiving ; and that 0€7J1J£<; is a special branch 
of prayer, direct and earnest petition. The adjective 7ra<T7J<; 

adds the idea of" every kind" of prayer-all the forms, public 
and private, secret and domestic, oral and unexpressed, formal 
and ejaculatory, which prayer may assume. And such praye.r 
is not to be restricted to peculiar times, but is to be .employed 
-Ev 7raVT£ Kaipf,, at every season. Luke xxi. 36. "Not only 
the minor officers along the ranks, but the whole hosts are to 
join in these yearnings."1 And such continuous and diversified 
prayer must be-

EV Ilv€vµan-" in the Spirit "-as its sphere., It is surely 
an unhallowed and perverse opinion of Castalio, Crocius, 
Grotius, Hornberg, Koppe, Rosenmtiller, and Zanchius even, 
which gives these words the meaning of EK 7rV€vµaTo,, and 
makes them signify "out of the heart, or ,sincerely." Bloom
field indeed lays down the canon that 'TT'VEvµa, not having the 
article, cannot mean " the Holy Spirit "-a canon which is 
contradicted by numerous passages of the New 'l'estament, as 
already stated under i. 17. The theology of the apostle is, 
that while the Son pleads for His people in heaven, the Spirit 
within them makes intercession for them and by them, by 
giving them an enlarged and appropriating view of the divine 
promises, that they may plead them in faith and fervour, and 

that Satan casts on that text. He has often given that gloss; monkery, nunnery, 
abstraction from the world in order to give one's self up to prayer, are but the elfocts 
of that false gloss."-Evans, Sei·nions on the Ephesians, p. 393. (British Pulpit.) Lond. 

1 The Soldier efthe Cross, by J. Leyburn, D.D., Philadelphia; a series of popular 
and discursive sermons on Eph. vi. 10-18. Reprinted, Glasgow, 1853. 
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by so deepening their own poignant consciousness of want as 
to induce them to cry for grace with an agony of earnestness 
that cannot be fitted into words. Rom. viii. 26. Jude speaks 
also of "praying in the Holy Ghost" (ver. 20), that is, in 
His exciting and assisting influence. The soldier needs 
courage, vigilance, and skill, and therefore he ought, with 
continued prayer and supplication, to look up to the Lord of 
Hosts, "who teaches his hands to war and his fingers to 
fight," and who will make him "more than a conqueror; " so 
that in due time, the combat being over and his foes defeated, 
the hand that wielded the sword will carry the palm, and the 
brow that wore the helmet will be crowned with immortal 
garlands before the throne. Praying always-

,cal el,;; aVTO luypvwvofJvTE<; ev 'ITaU'[J wpou,capTepfiuet ,ea~ 

Sefiuet 7rept 7ravTrov Twv a"llrov-" and for this watching in all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints." TofJTo, 
found in the Stephanie text after avTo, is regarded as doubtful 
on the authority of A, B, and other concurrent testimonies. 
El,;; aiJTo-" for this,'' that is, for the purpose specified in the 
clauses preceding, not as Koppe and Holzhausen argue, for 
the design expressed in the following verse-fva µot 8005. 
To secure this earnest supplication at all times in the Spirit, 
they were to be ever on their guard against remissness, for 
many " impedimenta " exist in the Christian army. The 
phrase ev wau'[J 7rpou,capTepfiuet ,cat 8e17uet, is one of pregnant 
emphasis. Acts i. 14; Rom. xii. 12 ; Col. iv. 2. " Persever
ance and prayer," though not properly a hendiadys (the tech
nical order of the words, as they should occur in such a figure, 
being inverted), practically means perseverance characterized 
by prayer, the one and the other noun having a distinct, 
though blended signification. The term artl(J)v has been 
explained under i. 3. We are inclined to take the two clauses 
as somewhat parallel, the second clause as containing, at the 
same time, a specific addition. Thus, first, the apostle exhorts 
them, by means of "all prayer and supplication," to be pray
ing it all times in the Spirit, the tacit or implied reference 
being for themselves; and then he adds, but witl10ut any for
mal transition, " and for this watching along with all perse
verance and prayer for all saints." The two thoughts are 
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closely connected. To ·their persistent supplication for them
selves, they were to join, not as a separate and distinct duty, 
prayer for all saints, but rather, as the compact language of 
the apostle suggests, in praying for themselves they were 
uniformly to blend petitions for all the saints. "All the saints," 
in obedience to the same mandate, pray for us, and in a spirit 
of reciprocity it becomes us to pray for them. They need our 
prayers; for many of them, at every given moment, must be 
in trial, temptation, warfare, sickness, or death. And as but 
a very few of them can ever be known to us, our all-inclusive 
sympathy with them will prove its vitality by universal and 
unwearying supplication for them. 

(Yer. 19.) Kal, v7rep Jµ,ou-" And for me." When K,at knits, 
as here, a part to a whole, it has an intensive or climactic 
signification. Winer, § 53, 3 ; Hartung, i. 45. The apostle 
lays emphasis on this mention of himself. And we apprehend 
that the same speciality of request is marked by the change of 
preposition. When he bids them pray for all saints, he says 
7T e p l, 7Trill7"©V Twv ary{©v; but when he points to himself as 
the object of supplication, he writes v 7T e p Jµ,oiJ. Meyer and 
De W ette, indeed, and Robinson, apparently deny that any 
change of idea is involved in the change of preposition. Har
less admits such a distinction as is between pro and propter. 
Certainly, in the later writers 7TEpt and V7T€p are almost iden
tical in use and sense. They are even found together, as 
Demosthenes, Philip. ii. p. 162, vol. v. Oratores Att., ed. Dob
son, Oxon.; Thucyd. vi. 78, 1, p. 152, vol. iii. sect. 2, ed. 
Poppo. No one denies this, but surely it may be asked, Why 
should the preposition here be changed? not, perhaps, for mere 
variety of phrase and style. The preposition 7TEpl-" about," 1 

used generally in a tropical sense when it governs the geni
tive, may be regarded as the vaguer in its reference. They 
could not know much about all saints, and they were to pray 
about them. All saints were to be ideally encircled with 
their supplications. The prayer for the apostle w~s more 

1 met, in Sanscrit pari, from the root q , is "round about," differing from 1,,,,_~;, 
Latin amb, German um, which means on both sides, while i,.-,~, Sanscrit upari, from 
the root ~, Latin super, Gothic ufiu·, German iiber, English ove1·, signifies 

n upon '1 or " over." 
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direct ancl personal, and v7rep is employed, while the blessing 
to be prayed for is also clearly specified. In Rom. viii. 26, 
1 Tim. ii. l, Heb. vii. 25, where V7r€p is used, there is marked 
directness in the supplication; though it be for all men. 1 Pet. 
iii. 18. In Col. iv. 3, the apostle, in making a similar request, 
uses 7rept; but he includes himself with others, and writes 
~µ,ruv, and so in Heb. xiii. 18. T-hough such a distinction 
cannot be uniformly carried out, yet the use of these two dif
ferent prepositions in two consecutive clauses would seem to 
indicate that some ideal change of relation is intended. Turner 
says that the prepositions are changed " for the mere sake of 
variety," and he instances E" and ota in Rom. iii. 20, which 
in his opinion "apparently convey precisely the same thought." 
But the explanation is slovenly; for though there is a kindred 
meaning, there is a distinct difference of image or relation indi
cated by the two prepositions. And for what were they to pray? 

Z"va µ,ot oo0fi )l.oryor, €V avotget TOV a-Toµ,aTO', µ,ov-" that to 
me may be given speech in the opening of my mouth." The 
conjunction rva denotes the purpose, which is told by telling 
the purport of the prayer." The Received Text has oo0et7J, 
a more subjective representation, but the principal uncial 
MSS. are against such a reading. Aoryor, here denotes power 
of speech-utterance-as in 1 Cor. xii. 8 ; 2 Cor. xi. 6. The 
connection of the next clause has been much disputed. It 
appears to us plainest and easiest to join EV avo{gei TOV a-To
µ,aTO', µ,ov to the preceding words-" that utterance may be 
given unto me in the opening of my mouth." The arguments 
for this view, and against the opposing hypotheses of Kypkc 
and Koppe, are ably given by Fritzsche, IJi"ssert. ii. ad Car. 
p. 99. Such is the critical opinion of the three Greek fathers, 
Chrysostom, CEcumenius, and Theophylact, of Luther and 
Calvin, of Estius, Morus, Riickert, Harless, Olshausen, Mat
thies, and Meyer. The sense then is, not that the opening of 
his mouth was in itself regarded also as a divine gift; but the 
prayer is, that utterance should be given him when the oppor
tunity of self-vindication or of preaching should be enjoyed. 
Bullinger, -a-Lapide, and Harless give Jvoigi<; an active signi
fication, as if the sense were, that utterance along with the 
opening of my mouth may be given me, referring to Ps. li. 15, 
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Ezek. iii. 27. We prefer the simple signification-" in the 
opening of my mouth," that is, when I shall have occasion 
to open my mouth. Matt. v. 2; Acts viii. 35, x. 34; 2 Cor. 
vi. 11. Wholly baseless is the translation of Beza and 
Piscator-ut aperiam os meum. That the phrase describes 
not the simple act of speech, but also specifies its quality as 
bold or open, is the view of Pelagius, Vatablus, Bodius, 
Zanchius, Riickert, Meier, and Matthies. See Alford on 
2 Cor. vi. 11. But this view gives an emphasis to the simple 
diction which cannot be proved to belong to it. We believe 
that its only emphasis lies in its use-prefacing a set discourse 
of some length, and not merely a brief or conversational re
mark. That the apostle refers to inspiring influence we have 
little doubt, whether that influence be regarded as essential to 
the general preaching of the gospel, or to the apostle's vindi
cation of himself and his mission at the imperial tribunal in 
Rome; for he was now prosecuting the appeal which he had 
originated at Crnsarea. Luke xxi. 14; Matt. x. 19, 20; Mark 
xiii. 11. . His pleading for himself involved in it a description 
and defence of his office, and that he refers to such unpreme
ditated orations is the view of CEcumenius. The next clause 
is explanatory, or gives the result-

ev 7rapp'T/utq, ryvwptuat TO P,V<TT1JPWV TOV evaryrye).,{ov-" in 
boldness to make known the mystery of the gospel." B, F, 
G, omit TOV evaryrye).,{ov, but the words. have good authority. 
The genitive may be that of subject or of object, as in i. 9. 
Ellicott prefers the former. The noun 7rapp'T/u{a has been 
explained under iii. 12, and does not signify "freely," as 
Koppe and Grotius take it, that is, in contrast with previous 
confinement. W yckliffe has-" with truth to make known." 
It characterizes the speaking in itself or in quality, as bold and 
open-without reserve or trepidation. I'vwpfuai is the infini
tive of design. Mva-T1Jpwv has been spoken of under i. 9. In 
the first chapter the apostle calls one special result and pur
pose of the gospel-to wit, the re-capitulation of all things 
under Christ-a mystery; and in the third chapter he char
acterizes the doctrine of the union of Jew and Gentile in one 
church by a similar appellation. But here he gives the same 
general name to the gospel. For it is a system which lay 
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hidden till God's time came for revealing it. To know it, 
there must be a Divine initiator, for its truths are beyond the 
orbit of all hllIIlan anticipations. The God-man-a vicarious 
death-a gratuitous pardon-the influence of the Spirit-are 
doctrines which man never could have discovered. They are 
to him a mystery, not indeed something uuknowable, but 
something unknown till it be revealed. 'l'his gospel, without 
mutilation, in its fulness and majesty, and with all its char
acteristic elements, the apostle wished to proclaim with plain 
and unfaltering freedom, and for this purpose he asked the 
prayers of the Ephesian church. 

(Ver. 20.) 'T7r~p ov 7rpea-f3evro ev aAvo-ei-" On behalf of 
which I am an ambassador in chains." The antecedent to 
ov is not barely eva,yyeAwv-the gospel, but the preceding 
clause. It was not simply because of the gospel, but because 
of making known the gospel, that he was imprisoned. This 
simple sentence has been variously analyzed. Some, as 
Ruckert and Matthies, translate it-" for which doing of the 
office of ambassador, I am in chains;" while others give it 
this turn-" for which, even in chains, I am an ambassador.'' 
The apostle calls himself an ambassador, but one in chains. 
His evangelical embassy-an office peculiar to the apostles
has been described under iv. 11. It is perhaps too much to 
infer, with Paley, Macknight, and Wieseler, that the singular 
term lr,Avo-ii; refers to that form of military surveillance in 
which the prisoner had his arm bound with a chain to that of 
the "soldier who kept him." Acts xxviii. 16, 20. The singular 
form may bear a collective signification (Bernhardy, p. 58), yet 
as we find the same expression in 2 Tim. i. 16, there is a possi
bility at least that such may be the reference. Still, we find the 
apostle, when in military custody at Cresarea, employing the 
plural, and saying-"T£iv oeo-µ£iv 'TOVTwv. An ambassador in 
chains was a rare spectacle. Tovi; 7rpeo-f3eir; voµoi; P,1JO€V miu
xew ,caKov, says Theophylact. The person of an ambassador 
is by international law sacred and inviolable; and yet Paul, 
a legate from the mightiest Sovereignty, charged with an 
embassy of unparalleled nobleness and urgency, and bearing 
with him credentials of unmistakable authenticity, is detained 
in captivity. The object of the prayer was- · 
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tva €V avT<j> wapp'TJ<TlaUOJµat, 6'<; 0€£ fJ,€ MAijuat-" in order 
that I may speak boldly in this, as I ought to speak." This 
~lause resumes the object or design of the prayer, and is 
parallel to the previous tva µot oo0fj ">,,oryor;. Rom. vii. 13; 
Gal. iii. 14; 2 Cor. ix. 3. It dwells upon the same thought. 
The phrase €11 avT,j', refers back to the relative ov-" that in 
this," in making known the gospel-and there is thus no 
repetition or tautology. It is not the ground, but the sphere 
Jf the wapp'T/uta. This meaning of the sentence is lost in the 
exegesis of Meier, who follows Chrysostom and Bengel, and 
makes Zva and its clause dependent on 7rpe<r/3Evro ev a),,va-Et, 
the sense then being-" that ev_en my imprisonment may pro
duce its effect." The apostle's earnest wish was, that he 
might expound his message in a manner that became him 
and his high commission, that his imprisonment might have 
no dispiriting effect upon him, and that he might not in his 
addresses compromise the name and dignity of an ambassador 
for Christ. 'l'he epistle now ends with some personal matters-

(v 21 ) "I "' '"~ ' ' ~ ' , , , , , er. . 11a 0€ EtorJTE Kat vµEt<; Ta KaT EµE, Tt 7rpauuro, 
, , ~ , T' , , ' '""A.' ' ' 1rav-ra vµiv ryvooptuEt VX,tKO<; o arya7r'TJ7O<; aoE"'._,,or;, Ka£ 'lrUTTO<; 

otaKovor; e11 Kvplp-" But that ye also may know my state, 
how I fare, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful in the 
Lord, shall make known all things to you." '11he reading, 
Kat vµEi:r; EloijTE, is found in A, D1, E, F, G. This verse needs 
almost no exposition. The supposition that in Kat vµe'i<; there 
is a reference by contrast to the Colossians, has been already 
noticed in the Introduction. The particle U is one of transi
tion to another subject-the conclusion of the epistle. The 
words -ra KaT' eµe-res mew-are a very common Greek idiom 
(Phil. i. 12; Acts xxiv. 22, xxv. 14), and they are further 
explained by Ti 1rpauuro, a phrase which means "how I fare" 
--"what" or" how I do "-not what I am employed about in 
prison, but with the same meaning as in the common salu
tation-" How do ye do." The apostle was well aware of 
their anxiety to know many particulars as to his health, 
spirits, condition, facilities and prospects of labour; and not to 
burden an inspired composition with such minutire, he charged 
Tychicus with an oral message. Little is known of Tychicus 
save what is contained in a few allusions, as in Acts xx. 4; 
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Col. iv. 7. In 2 Tim. iv. 12 the apostle says, referring, as some 
suppose, to this mission-" Tychicus have I sent to Ephesus." 
There is no ground for supposing, with Estius, that oui,wvo,; 
refers here to any office in the church. 'l'ychicus, like Mark, 
was useful for general service. 2 'l'im. iv. 11. The words Jv 
Kvp{~ show the spirit and sphere of the labours of Tychicus, 
that it was Christian service which he rendered to the apostle 
and their common Lord. We understand 7TW'TO<; to denote 
"trusty"-" trewe mynystre." See under i. 1. The previous 
epithet " brother" implies his profession of faith, but he was 
selected to this mission, out of many other believers, because 
of his trustiness, and he was commended to the Ephesians as 
one on whom they might rely with implicit confidence. And 
therefore Paul says of him--

(v 22 ) ''O " ~,. ' • " , , ' " ,, " er. . v ewEµya wpoc; vµac; He; avTo TOvTo, 1va ryvwTe 
Tit 7r€pl ~µwv, /Cal wapa,caXiuy Tit<; ,capUac; ilµwv--" Whom I 
have sent unto you for this very reason, that ye might know 
our affairs, and that he might comfort your hearts." The 
verb might bear the translation, " I send." Phil. ii. 28; 
Winer, § 40, 5, 2. The phrase Tit wEpt ~µwv is a common 
idiom, and the apostle .includes himself among others who 
were identified with him. and his position in Rome. 'l'here is 
plain reference in the last clause to iii. 13. 'l'he different 
readings in these two verses principally refer to the position 
and order of some of the words. Now comes the farewcll-

(Ver. 23.) Elp~V'I] 'TO£<; aoe",\<po'i);, Kal W)'ll'Tr1'} f1,€T(/, 7rftJT€Wc;

" Peace to the brethren, and love with faith." Elp~v71 is not 
concord, as some suppose, and it cannot be so in a parting 
salutation. The word in such a relation has not a special 
theological sense, but means, in a Christian mouth, ." all that 
was good for them here and hereafter." See the term ex
plained under i. 2. "Peace be to the brethren "-the Chris~ 
tian brotherhood in Ephesus; and not, as "\Vieseler restricts it, 
to the Jewish portion of the church. Ghronol., p. 444. 

,cat, aiyaw71 µeTlt w{uTEro~-" and love with faith," that is, 
love in union with faith. " Love " is not God's love to us, 
but our love to one another ; or as the apostle has already 
called it, "love unto all the saints." And that love is "with 
faith," as its accompaniment, for "faith worketh by love." 
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The apostle wishes them a more fervent love along with 
a more powerful faith. He had heard that they possessed 
these already, but he wished them a larger inheritance of the 
twin graces. See under i. 15. We could not say, with 
Robinson, that in this instance, and in some others, µeT<i is 
equivalent to Kat, for close relation.seems always to be indi
cated.1 Me'Tli indicates something which is to be regarded 
not as an addition, but as an accompaniment. 'A,ya1r7J Kal 
1rtun,;-" love and faith," might mean love, then faith, as 
separate or in succession, and uvv 1rtuTet would have denoted 
coherence, but "love with faith " denotes love and faith in 
inseparable combination with it. The reading of Codex A, 
~EO', for a,ya7r7J, is an emendation suggested to some old copy
ists for the very reasons which have led Riickert to adopt it. 
The concluding salutations in the other epistles are commonly 
brief, but the sympathy and elevation which reign in this 
letter stoop not to a curt and common formula. In his fulness 
of heart the apostle bestows an enlarged benediction on the 
Christian community at Ephesus-

a.1ro ®eov llaTpo, Kal Kvpiov 'Inuov XpiuTov--" from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. In the 2d verse of 
the first chapter, the apostle says, "from God our Father," 
and the Syriac reads here also 1,....::)} Though ryµwv be not 
expressed, the meaning is the same, and the exposition will 
therefore be found under i. 2. 

(V 24 ) 'H ' ' ' ~ , , ' er. . xapt<, µeTa '!T'a//TOJ/1 TWV atya7r<,JVT(J)V TOV 
Kvpwv fJµwv 'Inuovv Xpi<rTOV ev a<f,0aputq,-" Grace be with 
all them who love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruption." 
This is a second and more general benediction. The article 
is prefixed to xapi, in the valediction. See under i. 2. The 
words" our Lord Jesus Christ," occurring previously in i. 3, 
have also been already explained. 

The concluding difficulty of the expositor, and it is no 
slight one, lies in the concluding words of the epistle
Jv a<f,0apu{q,. Wyckliffe has "vncorrupcioun," Tyndale 
"puernes," the Gcnevan "to their immortalitie," and Cranmer 
"vnfaynedly." 

1 M,n,, in Sanscrit mithas, from the root i'tlf , is connected with I'-,.-.,, mid, 

middle, and still contains the germ of its original meaning. 
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The connection and meaning are alike matter of doubt. 
-1. Some, such as Drusius, Wilke, and Peile, connect Jv 
luf,0aputq, with xapii;, as if the meaning were-" grace with 
immortality," or immortal grace. But this exegesis appears on 
the face of it contrary to the verbal order of the clause. Pis
cator, taking Jv for uvv, regards grace and immortality as two 
separate gifts. Beza, Musculus, Bengel, Michaelis, Matthies, 
and Bloomfield (Supplemental volume, in loo.), give the 
phrase another turn of meaning, and render-" grace to im
mortality," or" grace for ever abide with you." The opinion of 
Harless is similar-Elv, he says, " marks the element in which 
this grace reveals itself, and acpOapuLa is its indestructible 
essence." And this is also the view of Baumgarten-Crusius. 
Such a construction, however, has no philological foundation, 
for the two nouns are not so homogeneous in meaning as 
to be used in such a connection. Olshausen resorts to the 
desperate expedient of an ellipse, saying that the words mean 
-,va tro~-,,, exwuiv Elv arf,0ap<Ttq,. This ellipse, as Meyer says, 
is a pure fiction. 2. As far removed from a natural exegesis 
is the opinion of W etstein, Reiners, and Semler, who join 
EV acp0aputq, to 'I71uovv XpiuTov, and give this interpretation 
-" who love the Lord Jesus Christ in his incorruptible or 
exalted state." We should have expected a very different 
phraseology if that had been the apostle's meaning, and at 
least, with the present words, the repetition of the article
'I71uouv Xpunov TOV €V a<f,0apu{q,. 3. Whatever difficulty 
may be involved in the exegesis, we are obliged to take the 
Jv acp0apulr.f as qualifying a,ya7rwvTrov. This appears to be 
the natural connection. But as to the meaning-

1. Chrysostom ~nd Theophylact give an alternative expla
nation-" on account of those things which are incorruptible." 
These critics say-To €}) oui Elun, that is, €V stands for oia. 
But such violence to the words cannot be warranted. 

2. Some give the meaning-" in sincerity." Such is the 
view of Ohrysostom and Theophylact in another of their inter
pretations, in which they explain ev a<f,0aputq, by ev tcouµio
T7lTl; and they are followed by Pelagius, Erasmus, Calvin, 
a-Lapide, Estius, and Robinson. At the same time there is 
some difference of opinion among this class, some giving more 
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prominence to sincerity as an element of the love itself, and 
others regarding this sincerity as proved by the result and 
accompaniment of a chaste and holy life. 

3. Others give the phrase this meaning-" in perpetuity." 
Among this party are CEcumenius, who employs as syno
nymes ll,q,0apToi; ,ca1, aµ€lr»Toi;, and Luther, Zegerus, Wolf, 
Meyer, Wahl, Bretschneider, and Meier. Rtickert and De 
W ette are undecided, though the latter seems to incline to the 
first interpretation of the Greek expositors. The Gothic ver
sion reads fo 1tnriurein-" in incorruptibility." It is some
what difficult to decide. The noun means incorruption, and 
must define either the sphere or character of this love. If it 
refer to the sphere, then there may be an allusion to the 
heavenly places to which believers are eltsvated-a region of 
unchanging and undecaying love to Jesus (Rom. i. 23; 1 Cor. 
ix. 25, xv. 52; 1 Tim. i. 17) ; or if, as Meyer says, it describe 
the character of this affection, then it signifies that it possesses 
an enduring freshness-that it glows for ever. A similar 
construction is found in Tit. iii. 15. We are inclined to 
believe that the word characterizes the nature of this love, per-.. 
petuity being a necessary element of this incorruption. The 
term points out that in this love there is no source of decay or 
change, that it docs not contain within itself the seeds of dis
solution, and that it is of such compactness, that its elements 
cannot one after another fall out and itself gradually perish. 
Incorruptness is immortality based upon simplicity of essence. 
And therefore this love to Jesus-filling the entire nature, 
burning with pure and quenchless fervour, proving itself a 
holy instinct, unmixed with baser motives and attachments, 
one and indivisible-is "in incorruption," -lv acp0ap(T{q.. 
AMEN. 
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1.-w livOpw1ros, b, 
ETot.µa(J'la, 
<vane"J..t<TT'JS, 
e~d.pe~ros, 
fV00Kt0..1 .. 

eoX,ry11r6s, 
e61T1r"J..a'Yxvos, 
d1rpa1r,Ala, 
evxap,.-rtw, 
eUxapt.fJ'rta, 
i!x/Jpa, 
'H.\,Kla, 
8cl./,.1rw, 
Oe/,.71µa, 
OeµtALOs, 
Ouµ6,, 
8up,6v, 
Ou(lla, 
~wpal;, 
Iva, 

lrrxv,, 
KaO!fw, 
Ka0Ws, 
Kai and µad, 
KawOs, 
Ka<pos, 
KaKia, 
K<iµ.1rrw, 
Kara{JoA1i, 
Kara"J..aµficl.Poµ,a,, 
,ca.ravrdw, 
Ka.rapn<Tµ6,, 
K«TV-£K.t1Jpwv, 

. i. 17 . 

. i. 21. 
ii. 13, 17. 

iii. 2; iv. 21. 
i. 2; ii. 14, li. 

i. 4. 
i. 22. 
v. 29. 
iii. 8. 
ii. 4. 

i. 18; ii:. 12. 
• 11, 7. 
. vi. 10. 

i. 20. 
. ii. 15. 
. v. 16. 

i. 21; ii. 2. 
. ii. 12. 

i. 17; iv. 13. 
ii. 3; iv. 22. 

. v. 14. 
. . iv. 16. 

i. 3, 20; ii. 6; vi. 12. 
. iv, 19. 
. iii. 16. 
. vi. 15. 
. iv. ll. 
. v. 11. 
i. 5, 10. 
. i. 3. 
. iv. 32. 
• v. 4. 
. i. 16. 
. v. 4. 

ii. 15, 16. 
. iv. 13. 
. v. 29. 
. i.11. 

ii. 20; iii. 18 . 
. iv. 31. 
. vi. 16 . 
. v. 2. 
. vi. 15. 
. i.17. 
. i. 20. 
. i. 20. 
. i. 4. 
. vi. 23. 

. . iv. 24. 
i. 10; ii. 12; v. 16. 

. iv. 31. 
. iii 14. 

i. 4. 
. iii. 18. 
. iv. 13. 
. iv. 12. 

ii. 22; iii. 17. 
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,ca:rcf,npa. T,js ')li)s, Ta., 
/CA 7Jpovoµ,la., 
1<A71p6w, • 
1<A,jau, 
,c)..vowvitoµ,cu, 
KO/J"fJ,OS, 
1<oaµ,0Kprfrwp, 
Kpcf.ros, 
Kf'l1.TU<OW1 
1<pa11yf1, 
Kpvrf>rj, 
KTlfw, 
1wfJEia., 
KUpws, 
KVf'<OT7JS,. 

A6"Yos, 
MaKpd.v, . 
µaKpo0vµ,la, 
fJ,O,AAOP OE Ka.l, 
µ,f0o0da,, . 
,.u:OVrrKw, . 
µb11 

µETa and Kai, 
fJ,EtJ'6TO£XOJJ, 

µcXP,, 
fJ,7)KcTt, 

iv.'9. 
i. 18. 
i.11. 

i. 18; iv. 2. 
• iv.14. 
. ii. 13. 
. vi. 12. 
. i. 20. 
. iii. 16. 
• iv. 31. 
. v. 12. 

ii. 10; iii. 9. 
. iv. 14. 
i. 2, 15. 
• i. 21. 
. vi. 19. 

ii. 13, 17. 
• iv. 2. 
• v. 11 . 
. iv. 14. 
. v. 18. 
. iv. 11. 
. vi. 23. 
. ii. 14. 
. iv. 13. 
. iv. 17. 

fJ,<fJ,7)T1/S, 

µvar{ipwv, 
µwpoArryla., 
Naas, 
vEKpbs, 
116µ,os, 
vov8ecrla,. . 
poiJs-, 

v. 1. 
i. 9; iii. 3, 4; v. 32; vi. 19. 

v. 4. 
ii. 21. 

ii. 1. 
ii. 15. 
vi. 4. 

• iv. 17. 
S:l11os, 
0lK€tOS, 
olKoooµ,{i, • 
olKovoµJa,, 
f,po/J,a. TOV Kvplov, 
-Op-y{i, 
6p-ylfw, 
Ocn6TTJS, 
-Ocrµi} eVwOlas, 
StJ"Tl~, 

oVpavo'i.s rd. iv T□Zs, 
6q,0a'Aµ,ooou)..€ia; 
Ila.,oela., • 
1ravo1r Ala, 
1ravoup"'fla, 
1rapd1r-rw1u1.., 
'KripotKOS, • 
1raponltw, 
1ra.pon,aµ,6s, 
?rap/,71ala, 
1ras, 
IlaT17p r,)s Mt7JS, 
1rarpui, 
1re1ro/8710'1s, 

ii. 12, 19. 
. ii. 20. 

ii. 21; iv. 12. 
. i. 10; iii. 2. 

. v. 20. 
ii. 3; iv. 31. 

. iv. 26. 
. iv. 24. 

v. 2 • 
. i. 23. 

i. 10; iv. 10. 
. vi. 6. 
. vi. 4. 
.vi.11. 
. iv. 14. 

i. 7; ii. 1. 
. ii. 19. 

iv. 26; vi. 4. 
• iv. 26. 
. iii. 12. 
. ii. 21. 
• i. 17. 
. iii. 15. 
. iii. 12. 

1r,pl and u1rlp, • 
1rep,K,q,a.'Aala, 
1r,p,1rarlw, 
7rEpL7rOl'l'}rfLS, 

,repunreUw, 
'TrlKpfo., 
1r,aros, 
7r AEOP£tfo,, 
1rA7Jp6w, • 
1r'A11pwµ,a, 
1rA0Dros, . 
1rvefJµa, • 
1rveVµ,a. roil vo6s, 
7rV€V/.J,UTlK6S, 

1r"VEvµ,arcK6v, rO, 
1rOtfJ,{iV, 
1roA£Tela, .. 
1roA.v1rolKtl\os, 
1rpa'OT1JS, • 
1rpoero,µ,ri'!;w, 
1rpoopi1w, 
"Trf'O(J'a"'fW"(f/, 

1rpOa-EUXil, 
1rpo,;q,opri, 
1rpo,;w1roA1J/J,if;la., 
,rpoq>f/T7J,, 
1rt/;puJfilS', 

'PvTls-, 
'J:.a.1rp6s, 
aripf, 
,;oq,la., 
(1"1riAos-, 
O'Tijva, ,rp6s, 
tJ'vfwo1rodw, 
<TUfJ,{Jt{Jrftw, 

. vi. 19. 

.vi.17. 
ii. 2, 10. 
• i. 14. 

i. 8 • 
, iv. 31. 

i. 1. 
iv. 19; v. 3. 

i. 23; iv. 10, 
i. 10, 23 . 

i. 7, 18; iii. 8 . 
i. 17; ii. 2, 18; iii. 5, 

• iv. 23. 
i. 3. 

. vi 12 . 
. iv. ll. 
. ii. 12. 
. iii. 10, 

iv. 2. 
. ii. 10. 

i. 5. 
ii, 18; iii. 12. 

. vi. 18 . 
V, 2. 

. vi. 10. 
ii. 20; iii. 5; iv. 11. 

. iv. 18. 
• v. 27. 
. iv. 29. 

ii. 3, 11, 15; v. 29. 
i. 8, 17. 
• v. 27. 
.vi. 11 . 

ii. 5. 
. iv. 16. 

auµ,1ro'Arr7Js or ,;11V1roA'ir7J,, 
a-Vve(fl!i', 

ii. 19 . 
. iii. 4. 
. iv. 2. 
• iv. 13 . 

Ta1rnvoq,poqoi,?'J, 
r€A.Ewo;, 
Tlo8ea:la, . 
iJµvos-, 
u1ri!p and 1r,pl, • 
V1repd.vw, • 
{nrep{Jri'A'Aov, 
<PavepolJµat, 
q>pa.-yfJ,oS, • 
,Ppov7Ja«, • 
q>iJO'LS, 
,PwTitw, 
Xd.pts-, 
xa.pitoµ,a,, 
Xrlf'LTOW, • 

XP?'J<TTOS, • 
XP?'J<TTOT7JS, 
xwpis, 
'lrri'A)..w, 
if;a.'Aµ,6s, 
'(M{i, . 

i. 5. 
. v. 19 . 
. vi, 19. 

i. 21; iii. 20; iv. 10. 
i. 19; ii. 7; iii. 20. 

v. 13. 
ii. 14. 

i. 8 • 
ii. 3. 

i. 18; iii, 9. 
i. 2, 6; ii. 7, 8 . 

. iv. 32. 
i, 6 • 

. iv. 32 . 
ii. 7. 

ii. 12. 
v. 19 . 
v. 19. 
v. 19. 

GLASGOW: PRIS'l'ED BY t'VILUAM M:AlJKENZIE, 45 & 47 HOW ARD STREET. 
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