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1875.] RECENT CRITICAL TREATMENT OF THE PSALTER. 647 

many of the advantages of a practical treatise. In his version 
he attempts to follow closely the rhythm of the original, as he 
has also done in bis Commentary on the Book of Job. In 
this the plasticity of the German language enables him to 
succeed better than might be expected; but it is perhaps, on 
the whole, to be regretted that he has allowed himself to 
exercise his ingenuity upon this plan, for it is inevitable that 
the renderings should often lose greatly in force and natural­
ness and simplicity, under the exigencies of such a peculiar 
method of translation. 

The aim of Dr. Moll,! who has prepared for Lange's Bibel­
werk the most important and valuable of the more recent 
German expositions, is to represent, comprehensively and 
concisely, the results of the modern exegesis of the Psalter. 
Without possessing the grasp of Old Testament principles 
that characterized Hengstenberg, or the critical acuteness 
and suggestiveness of Hitzig, or the philological tastes of 
Hupfeld, or the poetical insight and manifold erudition of 
Delitzsch, he has yet perhaps the very best qualifications 
for the task he has undertaken - the execution of a his­
torical and representative commentary, containing results 
rather than discussions - a book for the Bible-class and the 
family, as well as a thesaurus for the student. He is ex­
tremely cautious, reverent, and judicious; his choice among 
the various opinions which he holds up to survey in their 
historic or genetic order being usually almost instinctively 
safe. But perhaps the most distinctively valuable feature of 
hi8 exposition is his original and sagacious unfolding of the 
doctrinal and moral teachings of the Psalter-discerning, as 
he does, the individuality and true place and value of each 
Psalm, and thus furnishing various instruction and edification 
where a superficial interpreter would inevitably indulge in 
monotonous repetition. In this department he supplies a 
long and deeply felt want, and merits the thanks of every 
earnest student of the Psalms. His work has many inter-

1 Der Psalter, 'beologisch-homiletisch bearbeitet, YOU Dr. Carl Bernhard 
Holl, 18119, 1871. 
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