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T-0 oun READERS. 

IN· closing the labours of another year, we desire to express our 

thanks to the Giver of all good for the. measure .of support w,e .still 

continue to enjoy. AL no period of our past history do we remember 

having received stronger proofs of the confidence of our friends, than 

<luring the year which is just closing. It is gratifying to be assured 

that our labours are thus appreciated by no inconsiderable number of 

the Denomination with which we stand connected, and we ask our 

friends kindly to use their endeavours during the coming year to make 

the McssEXGER kn0wn among3t their friends. 

THE BuTTE, B1:1mr:,,:mn, 

Dec. lst, 1871. 

WILLIAM A.LEX. BLAKE, 

Editor. 
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THE 

B'APTIST MESSENGER. 
THE NAIL IN A SURE PLACE.'" 

A SERMON, DELIVERED AT THE :METROPOLITAN TABHNACLE, BY (!. H. SPURGEON. 

"And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place ; and be shall be for a gloriotts 
throne to his father's house. And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his 
father's hous·e, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the 
vessels of cups, ev:en to all the vessels of flagons. In that day, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down., 
and fall; a:nd the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the Lord hath spoken 
it."-IsAIAH xxii. 23~25·. · 

WE have read, in your hearing, the occasion of these words. Shebna the scribe, 
having become proud and vainglorious, was to be put away, and his place to be 
occupied by a }etter man, on whom God promised to establish His favolll': 
When Shebna the scribe was put away, it was like the drawing out of a nail 
which apparently had been well fastened, and all that had been hanging uponc it 
caine down with- its fall; thui; did Shebna's family suffer for his sin. It is j,ust 
so in the world at this day. It were well if some men who have gone into evil 
ways had considered this. It is not they alone who suffer. t:iuch the order and 
constitution of the commonwealth of manhood that, when the husband sins, the 
household must feel much of the smart. Oftentimes, for wife and children, there 
has been wrung out a- cup of b:tterness, of which they have been made to drink, 
not through their own fault, but through the fault of the head of the family. 
Shoilld there· be any man here have strayed into this house to-night who con
templates putting forth his hand to that which is not good, though he might dare 
to risk the consequences for his own sake, yet, for the sake of the children of his 
loins and the wife of his bosom, let him pause, lest, peradventure, he fill their lives 
with bitterness, or send them to their graves prematurely in poverty and shame. 

. That is not, however, the subject upon which I shall talk this evening. When, 
i'Shebna was removed, there was room for Eliakim. Let this furnish the key to a 
spiritual lesson. It has been generally propounded and admitted by commentators 
and expositors that Eliakim is a type of our Lord Jesus Christ. While this pas
sage literally refers to Eliakim himself, it may, with very great instructiveness, 
be used as applicable to the Lvrd Jesus, and so I use it. 

I. The first point will be this: IN ORDER TO MAKE ROOM FOR JEsus CHRIST 
'!;HERE MUST BE AN OVERTHROW OF SOMEBODY ELSE, just as, in order to make room 
for Eliakim, Shebna, who seemed to be like a nail fastened in a sure place, must 
be pulled out, and there mmt be a downfall of his g'.ory. 
. Beloved, whenever Jesus Christ comes into the heart, before He rides in state 
mto th~ Castle of Mansoul, there is a battle, a strife, a struggle, a down-casting 
of the image of sin, and then a setting-up of the cross in its place. All men, by 
nature, ,have some kind of righteousness. There is no man so vile but he still 
Wraps himself up in his rags and cajoles himself into the belief that he has some 
dhc15"ree of excellence, spirituil ot· moral. Before Christ can come into the heart all. 
t 18 nat~1ral excellence must be torn to shreds. Every single stone of the wall 
upon which we have builded aforetime must come down, and the foundation must 
be utterly destroyed before we shall ever build aright and surely for eternity upoi;. 

TNhis Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating i~ reserved. 
o. 146, Nmv SEtUEs. 
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1 he corner-gtone of Chri~t Jesus. All our conceit about our past righteousnesses 
must be completely o,erthrown. Perhaps we flatter ourselves that all is well, 
because we lmYe been baptized, or have come to the communion, like one who 
w_as visited, a few days ago, hy an elder. Seeing that she was sick, and near to 
die, he asked her: "Have you a p;ood hope?" "Oh, sir, yes; a good 1md blessed 
hope." "And pray," said he," what is it?" "Well," she said, "I have taken 
the sacrament regular for fifty years." What think ye of that in a Christian 
country, from the lips of one who had attendtd a Gospel ministry? Her confi
dence was built upon the mere fact of her having attended to an outward cere
mony, t-0 which, probably, she had no right whatever! There are hundreds and 
thousands who are thus resting upon mere ceremonies. They have been church
goers or_ chapel-goers fro1;11 their youth up. They have never been absent, except 
under sickness, from ~heir regular place of worship. Good easy souls ! are these 
the_ bladders 1~pon which t?ey hope to swim in eternity, they will surely burst, to 
their everlas~mg dcst:uction. Some b_ase their confidence, on the fact that they 
have never mdulged m the grosser vices ; others that they have been scrupu
lously honest in their commercial transactions. Some that they have been good 
husbands ; others that they have been charitable neighbours. I know not of what 
poor flimsy- tissue. men will not make a ~overing_ to hide their natural nakedness, 
But all this must be unravelled-every stitch of 1t. No man can put on the robes 
of Christ's righteousness till he has taken off his own. Christ will never go 
shares in our salvation. God will not have it said that He partly made the 
heavens, but that some other spirit came in to conclude the gigantic work of 
creation, much less will He divide the work of our· salvation with any other. 
He must be the alone Saviour, as He was the alone Creator. In the wine-press 
of His sufferings Jesus stood alone ; of the people none were with Him: no angel 
could assist Him in the mighty work ; in the fight He stood alone, the solitary 

_Champion, the sole Victor. So too thou must be saved by Him alone, resting on 
Him entirely, and counting thine own righteousness to be but dross and dung, or 
else thou canst never be saved at all. It must be down with Shebna, or else 
it cannot be up with Eliakim. It must be down with self, or it can never be up 
with Christ. Self-righteousness must be set aside to make room for the righteous
ness of Jesus ; otherwise it can never be ours. 

We must, with equal thoroughness, be ready to give up all confidence iu 
our own resolutions, or vows, or endeavours, for the future, and come to rest 
the futiire where we rest the past, on Christ, and Christ alone. I know it 
is the idea of many that albeit that they have slipped and fallen in the past, 
yet they shall be able_ to stand uprignt in the future. Hav~ they not resolved 
it? Can they not do 1t? Are they not able to do as they will? As they have 
had much ability for evil, have they not an equal ability for good? So self
sufficiency talks. But when a man comes to know himself, and to know Christ, he 
sings another note. " Ah!" said an aged saint, as he heard of men that were 
taken to the police-station, and of some that were condemned to die, and others 
that were transported; " Ah!" said he, "he to-day; I to-morrow, if the grace of 
God did not prevent." So every truly humbled man will say, when he hears ?f the 
!!Teat offences of others, "They to-day, and I to-morrow, unless grace shall mter
;ene to keep me from following their ill example." Brethren, our onlv hope for 
the future lies in this, that those who trust Jesus are in Jesus Christ's hand, and 
that He is able to keep that which they commit to Him. Those who trust in Jesus 
have the promise that the Holy Spirit shall dwell in them, an~ walk. in them, 
writing a law upon their hearts, making their hearts new; mouldmg their n11;tur~s 
into the nature of Christ, causing them to hate evil, and to choose t~a~ which 19 

good. You will never kill a single evil passion through your own sti:1vmgs ap:r 
from the precious blood of Christ. Those vipers within our bosom will never 18 
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till they are sprinkled with the blood of the Great Sacrifice, and then they all 
depart. J osus comes and fills the heart, and then evil is crushed beneath His 
foot, and is slain utterly, so that Christ becomes fully formed in us the hope 
of glory. 

Now, it is hard for a man to give up these two things-all glorying in the past 
and all hope for the future, in himself. It is hard to be a pauper, and to knock at 
Mercy's door and ask an alms, and yet only as paupers can we come. I do not 
allude exclusively to you that have been great sinners outwardly only, but I mean 
you moral men and women, you that are good and excellent in a thousand ways. 
You must still come, just as the poor publican came, with" Goel be merciful to 
me a sinner." These are God's terms, and He will accept you on no other. 
Oh! be not proud enough to kick at them, but submit yourself to the dictates of 
eternal love, and let your vanity and self-opinion be abased that Jesus Christ be 
all in all to you. 

Before I leave this point let me remark that, as this is to be done before we come 
to Christ, so all our life long it is one of the things about which we must al ways be 
vigilant, for the tendency of human nature, as long as we are in this world, is to 
get something to rest upon in ourselves. We can hardly be indulged with the light 
of Jehovah's countenance before we begin to make a confidence of it; and if our 
graces for a little while bud and bloom like seeming flowers, we very soon begin to 
compliment ourselves upon our imaginary goodness. Borrowed though every excel
lence be, we begin to be proud of it, and to forget too much that in Him is all our 
salvation, and all confidence. This knocking down has to be persevered in, for 
the flesh lusteth against the Spirit ; and yet as fast as we can, in our pride, build 
up anything in which we can glory, the Lora. sends a terrible blast of some kind or 
other against the wall, and sweeps it all down, that Jesus Christ may alone be 
exalted in our experience. 

Thus much upon the first point. There must be a down-throwing, a pulling out 
of one nail before there can be another for us to hang upon. 

II. Now let us turn to a second thought, which is this: THE NATURE OF OUR 
TRUE DEPENDENCE, as set forth in the words of the 23rd and 24th verses. 

The reliance of a really saved soul is upon the person, the work, and righteous
ness of Jesus Christ only. This dependence is warranted by God's appointment. 
Turn to the 23rd verse: "I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place." That 
other nail, in the 25th verse, God never fastened, but this is one that God 
fastens; and what God does lasts for ever. Dost thou, dear hearer, rest thy 
soul's salvation alone upon Jesus? Then, mark thee, He can never fail thee, 
for if He do, then would it be true that God had been mistaken. 'Twere blasphemy 
to think it. If the Lord appoints Jesus Christ to be a propitiation for sin, and yet 
B;e doth not make that propitiation, then there is a mistake somewhere. If God 
bids me lean my whole weight upon His Son, and I do so lean, and yet am not sus
tained, then is there a great mistake, not on my part only, but on the part of 
In~nite Wisdom. But we cannot suppose that. The Lord knew what He was 
doing when He appointed the Only Begotten to be the sinner's pillar of strength, 
upon which he might lean. He k.new that Jesus could not fail; that as God He was 
all-sufficient ; that as perfect man He would not turn aside ; that as a bleeding 
surety, having paid all the debt of our sin upon Calvary, He was able to save to 
the 1;1ttermost all them that come unto God by Him. I come into this pulpit so 
continually that it is a place to which I am more accustomed than any other in 
the world, and this is the one cry I am always uttering in variolls shapes and 
8ays; it is this one truth I present with unwearying interest. Jesus Christ, the 

on of God, died on the Cross of Calvary, bearing upon Himself the sin of all 
tta_t tr~st Him, and for all that trust Him He has made a full atonement, so that 
t e1.r sms are forgiven; Christ has _paid their d~bts, they are free ; He was 
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runished for them, they cannot be punished. God cannot punish iho same sin 
twice : if He punishes Christ, He will not punish any for whom Christ dic4. 
Now, if this statement were my own invention, did I promulgate it as coming out 
of my own thoughts, it were worthy of no acceptance; but inasmuch as God ,re
veals it in His Word, oh ! this is the soul and marrow of the Christian religion. 
Rest on it, and if you be deceived, were such a thing possible, what a consolation 
would you have ~n appealing to the proclamation of Divine mercy as an answer to 
all the terrors that menaced you. But that can never be. Impossible! It is th~ 
truth, 0 sinner. However guilty thou mayest be, believe this truth, that Chrisf 
is able to save thee, and go and cast thyself on Him. Rest on His finished work, 
and ~s God is true, He :Will no_t, He ~a~ot, turn aside from His solemn oath an,d 
rromrse : " He that beheveth rn Christ rs not condemned but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed on' the Son of God." The 
Christian's dependence, then, is of Divine appointing. 

llforeoyer, the b~li~ver's dependence is of God's sustaining, for note-" I will 
fasten him as a nail m a sure place, and he shall be for a glorious throne to his 
father's house." God ensures the future-that Christ shall always be to His people 
their glory and their defence, You know, we like good names to be attached to 
p-eat compacts. In all commercial dealing, especially in large transactions, we 
like good and_ safe men to trust in, though, indeed, where are they tp be foµn4" 
now-a-day-since the best of them are sharper than a thornedge. Oh! honesty, 
thou art lied, perished, buri~d years ago, and the very rags thou once.didst wear 
are rotten now, But here, if nowhere else, here in the Gospel we have a name
in which we may trust, the name of the thrice-holy God that cannot lie, and 
Re declares that He will sustain His Son as the Saviour of His people, Need 
I urge any rational spirit to depend where God pledges His word? " Let God be 
true and every man a liar," and if you have God's word for it, cast yourselves un
reservedly upon His Word. You shall not find Him fail you; you shall rejoice 
as in heave.n you sing of the faithfulness of the God that spake, and the everlasting 
righteousness with which He fulfils every word He has spoken. , , 

Further still ; the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the believer's great foundation and 
confidence, is also the Chi·ist,ian'sfountain of glory. "He shall be for a glorious 
throne to his father's house." A.11 his father's house was to be ennobled through 
the ennobling of Eliakim, and so is the Christian ennobled through the en
nobling of the Lord Jesus Christ. By nature what are we but despicable? If we 
consider the heavens, the work of God's fingers, we are so minute as not to be 
worthy to be called specks in creation. If we look at our sinfulness, we are 
reduced still lower in the scale ; and if we see our continued tendency to fresh 
sin, we are obliged to say, "Lord, what is man, that Thou art mindful of Him at 
all?" But yet man is an honourable creature when he lays hold on Christ; then 
he is lifted up, and made to have dominion over all the works of God's hands, All 
things are put under his feet in the person of Christ Jesus. There is no honour in 
the whole uni verse,-nay, not the honour of the angels themselves,-that can exceed 
the honour that is put upon the man who believes in Jesus Christ. I wish we 
always thought so, for indeed it is so. In the olden times, when one was brought 
before the magistrate to be accused and adjudged to death for his Christianity, he 
blushed not to avow his soul's attachment to his Saviour with open face. When 
they asked him what he was, he said, "A Christian," "A.nd what is your 
name:'" He said, "My name is Christian." "And what is your occupation?" 
"My occupation is a Christian." "A.nd what is your wealth, what ~re your 
degree and l'ank r" He said, "I am a Christian." A.nd to every question they 
put he gave but this one answer, "I am a Christian; I am a Christian." All the 
wealth and all the glory of this world are nothing compared with the glory that 
corm,; to the nry meanest man who is really allied to Christ, antl can truly be 
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~tilled a Chrifftian. Lift up y~ur hea~s, ye poor and needy: rejoice, ye down
trodden and dpprcssed, ye toilmg wor,rnrs, ye forgotten ones amono- the sons of 
tttiln, 'for if your destiny be linked with the pers◊n of the once crucified, but now 
·exalted, Saviour, you shall partake of His glory in the day of liis appearing, and 
be for ever sharers of the splendour which eternally shall surround your Lord, 

·Here, thed,. is much to comfort us; He upon whom we depend is Divinely 
appointed, Divinely sustaiMd, and all His glory He sheds on us. 

But now pass on, and note that the Christian's whole dependence is placed upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as declared in the 24th verse. The metaphor is this: There 
is a pin in a palace, and upon this there may be hung up suits of armour, or what
ever else the owner of the palace chooses to put there; but instead of that there are 
hung golden wine-cups o.'nd goblets. Some of them are small vessels of not much 
·-0apacity; others of thettl are great flagons adapted to hold large quantities, but 
they are all hanging upon this. bracket, all suspended there as trophies. If the 
nail be faken out, the smaller vessels foll, and so do the larger ones too, for they 
all equally and alike hang on that 'nail. Their only support from falling, and 
being bruised 'upon the floor, is that one pin which holds them all. Such is Christ 
'to all His people, All Chris_tians are not alike capacious vessels of grace. Some 
·-0an receive much; they are full of knowlcd'ge, zeal, hope, joy, faith. Others will 
.'n~ver 'be a1:1ything but mtle vessels_. They have believed, but their faith.is mixed 
with u'nbellef. They cai;i. do but little; they have but few talents ; their know
ledge is obsctll'ed; their progress in the Divine life is but small. Still, for all 
·that, they rest on nothing less than Christ. . They need not rest on anything 
tfiicire, and the great ones depend on nothing less than Christ, nor can they rest on 
anything more. The little cup is quite as safe, for it hangs on the nail, as the 
ftagdn does. Truly, one might be ambitious to be a flagon, to hold a deeper 
draught 'for its Lord's pleasure, but the littleness of the tiniest vessel does not 
a'fl'ec't its safety. The safety of all that hang there lies in th€ fastness of the 
pin, the ·strength and security of the nail. Not in the littleness of the one, nor 
the 'greatness of the other, is there either safety or 'danger, but all rests on that 
pin. So is it with the whole Church of God. We are all hanging upon the finished 
work of Jes'il:s Christ. If we have served Him well, a'nd served Him long, yet we 
have npthiilgwhereof to glory, but we cast all aside, and rest, as helpless sinners, 
upon the blessed ·saviour. If we have but just begun to serve Him, and so are 
babes in 'grace, we rest entirely upon Him. If we have fallen into sin, and have been 
backsliders, yil't still we come again and look to His merits that we may be restored ; 
o'r if we have lived 'a blamoless life, through His abundant grace, yet still, for all 
that, we have no other dependence than the rest of the saints, but entirely, solely, 
:only rest in Jesus. This is very simple doctrine, expressed in very simple talk, but 
I 'do 'wish that som~body had told me this years before I heard it, for I always had 
the notion that I was to be saved by something I did and something I felt. I sup
posed it was a great mystery, a matter that took months and years to solve, and 
that, 'even then, i,t was attended with imminent risk, anJ. that the dreary search 
for this inestimable prize might end in disappointment. Oh! I wish I had 
been told earlier that there was nothino- whatever for me to do of myself, but simply 
t~_ come, just as I was, and cast mys~lf upon what Christ had clone for me, and 
for sinners like me, and that, if I rested wholly upon Ilim, I should be saved from 
my sins, and from the tendency to sin, and be made holy in Christ J csus. Now I 
feel inclined to put this, whenever I nm talking of it, into the simplest language 
and the shortest sentences, in order that if there should be a lad here, a child 
here, that is seeking salrntion, he may not be kept in darkness, as I was, month 
after month, and year after year, trying to know _what to do t? be saved. Man, 
woman, whoever you may be, what is to save you 1s done; Chrtst has done 1t all. 
The robe you have got to wear in heaven is spun already ; you have not got to sit 
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t the loom, working away and making a garment with which to cover your sins. 
he fountain in which you have to be washed you have not got to fill, nor even to 
rop a tear into it to make it perfect. There it is, filled with blood drawn from 
mmanuel's v<>ins, and all you have to do is but to step into it by simply trusting it. 

Trust Christ ; rely on Christ; depend on Christ, and it is done, and you are saved. 
The :flagons and the cups put on the nail are safe there. You that put on Jesus 
Christ now are safe now, safe to-night, safe all your life, and safa in glory ever
lasting. 

Now, I should like to ask a question of two or three classes, and then send you 
home. There are a great many of us here to-night who are teachers of others. 
Some of you are deacons, elders, Sunday-school teachers, street-preachers. I thank 
God that you are a busy people, and you are doing much for Christ. There is a 
question I want to ask of you and of myself: Are we who teach others sure that 
we have believed in Christ ourselves? A.re we quite, quite, quite sure that we are 
saved? It is well to ask that question ; it is a very dangerous thing indeed for an 
unsaved man to begin to work for Christ, for the probabilities are that he will 
take for granted what he ought diligently to have proved. In many cases he never 
will seek to be saved ; but go on, on, on, never pausing to examine himself, and 
so, while professing to work for God, he may be a stranger to the work of God on 
himself. There is an old story I recollect reading somewhere of a lunatic in an 
asylum, who one day saw a very lean cook. Accosting him, he said, " Cook, do 
you make good food?" "Yes," said the cook. "Are you sure?" "Yes." 
"And does anybody get fat on it?" "Yes," again was the reply. "Then," said the 
man, "you had better mind what you are after, or else, when the governor comes 
round, he will put you in along with me, for if you make good food, and yet Dl'e 

so thin yourself, you must be mad, for you do not eat it, or else you would get 
fat too!" There is some sense in that. You teach others, you say; you give 
them spiritual food; but why not feed on it yourselves? Master, what right hast 
thou to teach if thou wilt not first learn? Physician, physician, heal thyself! 
Brother, it will go hard with you and with nie, if we are lost. What will become 
of us teachers of others, if, after having led others to the river, we never drink; 
after bringing others the heavenlv food, we perish of spiritual famine ourselves? 
I cannot go round to all the members of this church, and all the workers, and 
take them by the hand and say, "My dear brother or sister, be not deceived, and 
do not go on deceiving us ; " but I sometimes wish I could do that, and I wish 
you would take it as done to-night, for there are some awful hypocrites among us. 
There are some who come in and behave right well apparently, who are nothing 
better than abominable hypocrites, rotten through and through; and yet in our 
charity we never suspect them, and if we occasionally discover one, we stand 
amazed and say, "Lord, shall I be the next thus_ to be a Judas and betray my 
Master?" There never was a church in which such hypocrites have not at times 

been exposed to vie~, unless theJ: w_ere all in the gall of bitterness to_geth~r, ~ead 
in an empty profess10n, and then 1t 1s no marvel that there should be little mchna
tion to exercise discipline. Christ's twelve had a Judas, and all churches mu~t 
expect to find the chaff that must be driven away into the fire when the wheat 1s 
purged by the great Master's fan. I do beseech you, my dear brethren and sisters, 
let not membership with this church, or any other church, assist you in self-de~u
sion but do-oh! how shall I put it, how shall I put it ?-do, before you thmk 
abo;t the conversion of other people, see to it that your own conversion is accom
plished. Count yours~lf no way safe till you hung on that nail. You need not 
talk to others about trusting in Christ till you have first trusted yourselves. 

Out of the many hearers who have listened to me so long, may there not 
be a. great number who, thou:;h taught in the doctrine of the. Word, have 
never yet been obedient to it? For a man to perish btfore knowing the Gospel 
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will be a dreary thing; but for him to die, when he knows the Gospel, is some
thing horrible,-to 1?0 dr?wned with the ~ife-belt ~thi~ reach; to perish in 
the dark, when tho light IS to be had; to die of famrne, like Tantalus, with the 
golden apples close to one's lips; to perish of thirst with the water gurgling at 
one's throat! Oh! it will be a sound of horror for ever in the lost ones' ears when 
they shall hear the echo of the Sabbath bells,-if such sounds can penetrate the 
murky regions where lost spirits dwell,-the sound, I say, of the Sabbath bells, 
reminding them of Lord's days wasted and neglected; the sound familiar to them 
when on earth, of the preacher's voice as he pleaded, &ntreated, thundered, 
threatened, wept, begged men to be saved. If there could be silence there, and 
all could be forgotten, there might be a lull in the fierce hail-storm of Almighty 
wrath. But they can never forget, for it is said, "Son, remember; son, remem
ber;" and they shall remember that they were called, but would not come; that 
they were invited, but declined the feast; that they were instructed, but shut 
their eyes; that they were wooed, but they hardened their necks and chose their 
own delusions. Oh! by the mercy of the blessed God, write not your names, my 
hea:cers, amongst the guilty and terrible multitude. 

And may there not be some who come merely as casual hearers now and then, 
who, instead of gleaning anything that is good out of what we have tried to say, 
only :recollect our mistakes, our mannerisms, our faults of gesture or of style? 
It may be sport to some of you to sit and hear, but it is awful as death for us to 
stand and preach. I mean, it is no child's play for a man to feel "I stand in 
God's place to that people this night, and as though God did beseech them by me, 
I am to pray them, as in Christ's stead, to be reconciled to God." He that can 
toy with his ministry, and count it to be like a trade, or like any other profession, 
was never called of God. But he that hath a charge pressing on his heart, and a 
woe ringing in his ears, and preaches as though he heard the cries of hell behind 
him, and saw his God looking down upon him-oh, how that man entreats the 
Lord that his hearers may not hear in vain. Yet, alas! alas ! by how many who 

. come to hear, all that is good is forgotten, and only some worthless thing is treasured 
up. As among those who go to the goldsmith's shop, while one is looking at a 
pearl, and another admires a ruby, and another would fain purchase a diamond, 
there may be an idiot who picks up a coal from the floor, and thinks that shall be 
his, takes it home with him and blackens his fingers with it, and then goes his 
way and finds fault with the jeweller who dropped it; so are ye foolish people and 
unwise who are attracted by nothing that is precious in the Gospel, but are dili
gent to collect any refuse that drops in the pulpit. Oh ! ,irs, if you must find 
fault with us, do so, and welcome, as much as ever you will, but do not forget that 
there is truth in the sentence that if you are to be saved, you must rest alone 
upon the work. of Jesus. You want saving; you want it to-night. There may 
never be another occasion on which you may have an opportunity of finding sal
v~tion. The opportanity is given to you now. May the Holy Spirit give you the 
will as well as the occasion, and may you now say:-

" I'll go to Jesus though my sins 
Have like a mountain rose; 

I know His courts, I'll enter in 
·whatever may oppose. 

" Prostrate I'll lie before His throne, 
And there my sins confess ; 

I'll tell Him I'm a wretch undone 
Without His sovereign grace. 

God bless these words for Jesus' sake. 



ISRAEL'S NEW YJi;AR, AND ITS 
TEACHINGS FOR GOD'S ISRAEL 
NOW. 

nY THE RE,.' JOHN COX, 

11 This month sha.ll be unto you the beginning of 
monChs: it shall he the first month of the year 
t-0 -you."-Exod. xii. 2. 

Gon inhabiteth eternity; man is a 
creature of time. " From everlasting 
to everl:i.sting Thou art God." '' We 
are but of yesterday." Yet man has 
an eternal destiny, and God, while 
training man for eternity, speaks often 
to them about time. He refers to its 
brevity, its importance, and the neces
sity of redeeming it. We have an in
stance in the text before us, God was 
about to bring the Patriarchal dispens~
tion to an end, and to begin another by 
taking one people as a nation for Him
self. This people and their eventful 
history are full of instruction, warning, 
and encouragement. The things which 
happened unto them are exl/,mples. or 
types for us, and we do well diligently 
to study the chapter before us, which is 
introduced by the words, " This month 
shall be the beginning of tl,e year unto 
you." Israel's new year-the mercies 
which surrounded them ; the message 
sent to them; the singular meal they 
were called to eat; and the long march 
which they begun immediately after it, 
are the points set before us. The mer
cies of God, a message from God, a 
meal u:itl, God, and a march to God, 
must needs be full of interest. In the 
first, we see prot·idence ; in the second, 
truth ; in the third, .fellowship; and in 
the last, progress. The three first were 
in order to the last. 

It was, indeed, a new event for a 
people ~o long stationary and enslaved 
to go forth free. Such a new start 
might well constitute a new era. May 
the God of Israel, the God and F:1.ther 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the very God 
of pe;ace, by His solacing mercy and 

s 

sanctifying power, give us a new start 
with our new year. 

I. Consider the mercies which encom
passed Israel. God had remembered 
th~m in their low estate, according to 
His _covenant; had regarded them ac
cordmg to His mercy; had raised up 
for them a deliverer, prophet and 
!eader, ~ Moses; had protected' them 
~n the midst of long scenes of terrible· 
Judgments, and provided for them while 
other~ suffer~d from sore want. They 
had light while others were in darkness· 
sure protection amidst storms and pesti: 
Jenee. These mercies were manifold; 
and before they entered on their new 
year, or started on their 'eventful jour
ney, they might well look round and 
meditate on God's great goodness. 

And shall not we.also count up our 
mercies, or at least try to do so. We 
cannot reckon them all up, they are so 
many; but it is well to feel as we some.: 
times sing:-

" Lord, when I count Thy mercies o'er, 
They strike me with surprise ; 

Not all the sands that spread the shore, 
To equal numl;>ers rise;" · · · 

We do not kn.ow what our future 
may be, but we know.what our.past liai; 
been, for that let us give thanks before 
we go any further. We are not yet o,n 
the mountain heights, but we are press
ing on, and it will do us. good to pause
a little, take breath, and lift up a song 
of praise to Him who has hitherto 
helped us. We cannot read the book 
of God's providences yet to be opened, 
but we know whose book it is ; ancl 
along side of that unopened volume lies 
a book full of exceeding great and pre
cious promises ; that book we may open 
and read, and feel quite sure that not 
one thing written therein shall foil, and 
that God's providences, however trying, 
never did and never will injure an heit 
of promise. 

II. Thus it was with Israel, they had 
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God's message to listen to, If we read 
this wonderful chapter (Exod. xii.), we 
•shall find th_a.t it was a large, long, and 
loving message which God sent them 
iha,t new year time. It referred to 
judgment on their oppressors a_nd pro
itection for themselves ; to deliverance 
from sore bondage, and provision on 
,their journey. We are told that when 
Mose:, ea.me at first to Israel, and their 
•troubles were aggra_vated in consequence 
of his mission, that " they hearkened 
not to him for anguish of spirit" (Exod. 
.vi. 9); but when this message we are 
:examining was delivered, we read "the 
• people bowed their head and worshipped" 
(Exod. xii. 27). . 

Such 'humbling and hopeful feclrngs 
.:·should ·God's message to us produce. 
··Contact with truth is only profitable 
,fhen it produces a worshipping frame 
of"mind. Israel had a new message 

_',)vi-th 'their new year; we do not wish 
·for anything ,_new, _we only want "~he 
1!Jld, old story" that is ever new \o lovmg 
· .hearts. The greatest new year s bless
ing we can wish each other is a hear_t
relish for God's'Word, and grace to mix 
it 'with faith. :If we thus "find it and 

.~t.it, then it will -be the joy and re
. :·,~o- .. of QW- 'hearts," and, we shall 

JtOIC'-t-l" ,:··--•'ii'.Jjj~,, in the strength of 
., rave on .uKt- _ _,, of God 
1that food t? th~ mou.......· - • , ..:Vonderful 

III. This brmgs us to tn., . · -~,.-
,meal of which the favoured nation 1'-
took on the night of their deliverance. 
Th~ lanibs 1were slain, the blood was 
sprmkled, and under the protection of 
.~hat blood, with loins girded, and staff 
m hand, •they ate the Lord's passover. 
·" The blood was to them for a token " 
•and the flesh was to them for strength ; 
,;ind th~s they ate, wondered, hoped, 
:and waited, till tho signal shriek of 
idim<llate Egypt rang out the knell of 
:s~11.very, and proclaimed the dawn of 
freedom. 

" Chris~ our passover is sacrificed for 
Us : therefore let us keen '' 1. . t ,, 
(1 f'n- - ~ -·· _,, .ne eas 
t · .v .. v • , , ti J. That- sacrifice is " un-

0 God a sweet-smelling savour." It is 
~t once our burnt-offering, meat-ofier
mg, peace~offering; yea, the substance 
l!f all typical offerings. Here all who 

simply rest on Jesus and His one offer
ing, find safety and solace. Here, we 
who believe, feed on a sacrifice-feed 
and obtain strength for wayfare and 
warfare; feed in fellowship with God. 
That which has satisfied God's justice 
may well pacify our consciences, Them 
He meets- ns in grace, and there we can 
meet Him inlovingfellowship. "Thanks 
be unto God for His unspeakable gift." 

IV. The meal ended, Israel began the 
march. "There was not one feeble 
person among their tribes" (Ps. cv. 37); 
"not a dog moved his tongue," not an 
Egyptian spear was uplifted that night 
to bar their progress ; and, when li£ted 
afterwards, no weapon prospered. On, 
on they went out of Egypt, through the 
sea, and then, with that sea between 
them and the land of their bondage, they 
sung the song of triumph. Their march 
lay through an enemy's country, and 
many desolate regions ; but they must 
not go back. They were under infallible 
guidance, and Almighty protection. 

" God led· their march, far wandering 
round; 

'Twas their right way to Canaan's 
ground." 

God's intention in all was to teach 
them to know themselves, and to know 
Him (Deut. viii. 2, 8). Slowly but 
surely they learn those great lessons, so 
that at last they come to the land pro
...,ised and provided, and ~d it ~o be a 

· •~Tld, where they might mdeed 
good ••"- ·-'-~n.kful. 
rest and be tu~. ·., -+ come to the rest 

" We are not yt. -. •.:.,h the Lord 
and to the inheritance WIL.. - - ha'!'e 
our God giveth us;" but if w., 
really heard God's message, rajoiced m 
His mercy, and fed upon the flesh and 
blood of Jesus, we are on our wav 
thereto. We have the reality of all that 
Israel possessed. The cloudy pillar, 
the spiritual rock, the daily manna are 
all ow·s; ~ 3:. tig~ and gloriou.s sen_se. 
We, too, have a Priest to· ~rurort, in
struct, and bless ; a Captain to leml ug 
on ; and a wondrous revelation t'.rom 
heaven, even "grace and truth." Let 
our first thought be to make progress, 
to " follow the Lord wholly," to" labour 
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to enter into the rest that remaineth for 
the people of God." 

Israel had the bones of Joseph carried 
before them from Egypt to Canaan. We 
have one who ever liveth our friend and 
forerunner-who hath gone before, and 
who is able to save to the uttermost (or 
for ever)_them that come unto God by 
Him. Sing we, then, as our New Year 
comes in: 

" Our journey is a thorny maze, 
But we march upward still; 

Forget the troubles of the way, 
And reach at Zion's hill. 

" Soon on that high and holy mount 
Our weary souls shall sit ; 

And, with transporting joy, recount 
The labours of our teet." 

St. Mary Cray. 

WHY DO THE WICKED LIVE? 

l!Y ll.EV. G, W, FISHllOURNE. 

"Wherefore do the w:icked Jive, become old, 
ye&, a.re mighty in power?"-Job ui. 7. 

OF course this question is not intended 
to assert that all wicked persons live to 
become old, or to become mighty in 
power. We know, on the contrary, that 
many do not live out half their da .... " 
and th:i,t many never :i,~tain to -:.:ay eti'ii~ 
nence rn _power or p_os1 •.ion, whose names 
soon perish; a.nd ~.,,.nose memory on the 
earth soon ,t1.des. But the question may 
be r~rded as expressini< surprise that 
-any wicked persons are spared to become 
old, and that judgment against their 
evil works is not, in all cases, executed 
speedily. 

The former part of the question, viz., 
"Wherefore do the wicked live?" is of 
general application, and has ref~r~'!-ce 
to the period whell_ ~~!-a.l responsibility 
oommeni::c;; tiii its close at death ; and to 
all those persons who can distinguish 
between good and evil, and who choose 
the evil rather than the good ; to all 
who know the difference between light 
and darkness, and who choose darkness 

rather than light; to all who can dis
cern between the broad road that leadeth 
to destruction and the narrow path that 
leadeth to life, and yet choose and walk 
in the broad road. ·while it becomes, 
of course, the more pointed and powerful 
in its application as life is continued and 
years are lengthened out; all the more 
pressing and momentous as the middle 
period of life is past, as old age is draw
ing on, and as the boundary of human 
life is nearly reached. 

" Whe1·efu1·e do the wicked live ? " We 
must not consider that only those who 
are notoriously wicked are here referred 
to. About such, indeed, the question 
readily and often arises. In most, if 
not in all places, perhaps in every town 
and village in the land, there are some 
who are grossly and even openly profane 
persons, swearers, liars, drunkards, per
sons neglecting God's worship, breaking 
the Lord's-day, despising Divine things, 
" Who say unto God (ver. 14, 15), De
part from us, for we desire not the 
knowledge of Thy ways. What is the 
Almighty, that we should serve Him? 
and what profit should we have, if we 
pray unto Him?" And who not only 
do evil themselves, but who set a:1.. ~viJ 
example to other~ ; who ,.,~L only refuse 

h .,_ -"" to enter eaven +.'"'emselves, but hinder 
tho~e. wh~ -;..-ould enter, and make them 
tf'.::..,01d more the children of hell than 
themselves. About such, it may be, 
we often wonder why they are suffered 
to live, to become old in sin, and often
times to occupy places of wealth, and 
rank, and power ; and if at any time 
any calamity, or heavy affliction, falls 
upon them, we are apt to conclude that 
they are the special objects of the Divine 
anger, and the worst sinners in the 
place, We are not surprised at such 
things happening to them, we only 
wonder they did not take place long 
before ; and thus our attention gets 
turned away from ourselves, and we 
are, j,C!'~:i.ps, almost. d!?posed to sa~; 
"Stai:d by, for I am no116i' tbrn ~hou. 

This self-righteous, or semi-self, 
righteous feeling, however, is very un
desirable for us to cherish. For although 
we may not be (comparatively speaking) 
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so unrighteous in our thoughts and in
clinations, nor so wicked and depraved 
in our ways as some others, yet, if we 
have not repented of and forsaken sin; 
if we have not fled for refuge to Christ, 
thus taking hold of the hope set before 
us ; if we have not had a new heart 
created in us, and a rightspiritrenewed 
within us, and have not been delivered 
from the power of darkness, and trans
la.ted into the Kingdom of God's dear 
Son, we are characterised by the Word 
of God as " disobedient to tlie Gospel of 
Christ;" as "without Christ, aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God in the 
world." Every one of such i:iersons maJl, 
therefore, justly say, "It 1s I. I am 
wicked and ungodly, without Christ 
and without God, and wherefore do I 
live? Why is it that God permits me 
still to live, and does not at once cast 
me away from His presence, and shut 
me up in the blackness of despair?" 

There are many considerations in 
connection with God, with sin, with the 
intentions and practices of the sinner 
and their results, which make it a matter 
of great wonder and astonishment that 
the wicked are permitted to live. 

Think of the holiness of the Divine 
nature ! " The Lord, the Holy One 
of Israel, before whom cherubim and 
seraphim veil their faces with their 
wings, as they cry, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord God of Hosts." How infinite 
is His holiness! The very heavens are 
not clean in His sight, and He chargeth 
even His angels with folly! How hate
ful, then, must sin be in His sight! 
" ~hou art of purer eyes than to behold 
VII, and canst not look on iniquity" 

(Bab. i. 3). " For Thou art not a God 
that hath pleasure in wiokedness, neither 
shall evil dwell with Thee · Thou hatest 
all W?rkers of iniquity" (Ps. v. 4, 5). 

~h1n~ of the enmity against Goel 
which sm begets and manifests. " For 
t_he _ca:nal mind is enmity against God, 
fo~ it 1s ~ot subject to the law of God; 
n_e1ther, mdeed, can it be." It is con
tin~11.lly opposed to His authority and 
claims ; it openly violates His laws, aml 

rebels against His dominion, and, at 
times, Pven denies His very existence. 
And when you think, still further, of the 
dishonour all this must be to God ; of the 
multitude of evils sin has brought into 
the world, of the guilt which invariably 
attaches to it, of the fearful threatenings 
in God's Word against it, of the dreadful 
second death which, indeed, is the just 
wages of sin, and of the absolute neces
sity which exists that God should vin
dicate His holiness and righteousness 
against a rebellious and sinful world, it 
is, and ever must be, a matter for won
der, not that God " visits for these 
things;" not that He sends afflictions, 
troubles, and sore distresses upon men, 
for " wherefore should a man complain, 
a living man, for the punishment of his 
sins;" not that the " pains of death" 
sometimes visit him, and "the sorrows 
of hell" sometimes get hold upon him : 
but that he is still out of perdition, that 
his lot in eternal misery is not already 
sealed, and the despairing anguish of 
the lost has not already seized upon his 
heart. "Wherefore do the wicked live?" 

In many instances there is something 
very mysterious and solemn in this con
tinuanceof!ife to the ungodly and wicked. 
God often uses them as " Bis hand" 
in the accomplishment of His purposes : 
as in the case of the enmity of the Jews 
in the death of Christ upon the cross. 
It is true that His death as a sacrifice fol' 
sin was ordained of God, but as it was 
through their "hatred without cause," 
and with "wicked hands" that thev 
crucified the Holy and Just One, thefear·
fulness of their own doom was increased 
thereby. Sometimes He uses them, or 
permits them to act, as the instruments 
of chastisement to His own people; but 
as they often delight in the sufferings 
they thus inflict, and of their own plea
sure add thereto, this does but increase 
their own iniquity, and bring upon them 
a heavier measure of punishment. 

·with some, all means used tO' pro
duce repentance and reformation seem 
utterly in vain. Gou Himself seems 
weary of the task, for He says, " The' 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint. Why shoul.tl ye be stricken any 
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more? Ye will revolt more and more." 
Warnings, threatenings, invitations, 
promises, are alike unl1€edcd ; tenors 
do but harden, and mercies melt not. 
What more shall the Lord do to His 
vineyard, that He has not already done 
to it ? Prosperity and adversity, danger 
and deliverance, health, sickness, oven 
the ,isitation of death itself-in the 
family circle, at a man's own house and 
hearth, single or together-produce no 

.salutary change. The Law co111mands, 
and the Gospel beseeches in vain, and 
nothing, therefore, seems to remain but 
,a. .fearful looking for of judgment and 
of fiery indignation which shall devour 
the adversaries, and them that obey not 
the Gospel of Christ. 

Thus, in many cases, addition of days 
·and years results only in addition to 
the sins already committed, .and . but 
furnishes the occasions and opportunities 
so to multiply crimes, enlarge responsi
bility, and increase guilt, that the wicked 
seem only to live for the purpose of fil
ling up the measure of their iniquities, 
and to treasure up for themselves wrath 
.against the day of wrath, so that it 
would have been better if they had. died 
in ilarly life, or in infancy; or, indeed, if 
they hadmever been born. "Wherefore 
do the wicked live, and become old," if 
this be fu.e only end of their continued 
e:ristence, ,viz., .to incur the heaviest 
condemnation, and to sink into the 
lowest hell ? 

Do any of you say," Oh, it shall never 
be thus,with me ! Is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this thing? I will not 
continue always to harden my heart 
a"'ainst the Lord, and .against His 
a;ointed. I intend by-and-by to seek 
and serve the Lord, and to live to Him, 
that I may live with Him in heaven for 
ever. This, indeed, is not a convenient 
season for beginning. I am too young
or I am too much engaged with the 
ca~es and troubles, and anxieties of many things in the world just now
but the convenient season will soon be 
here, and then I shall at once embrace 
it, and gin up the world, and turn over a 
new leaf, audlcad anew and religious life. 

l warn you that "Delays are dan-

gerous." .There can be ,no, i safety in 
pro(lrastination. When ,once, ,you put 
off the great work of turning to the,Lord, 
the " convenient season " ever recedes 
further and,further into the dim, uncer
tain future. It may, indeed, never 
return. " Wisdom crieth without ; she 
uttereth her voice in the streets : she 
cricth in the chief place of concourse, .in 
the openings of the .gates: .in the city sho 
uttereth her words, .,5aying, Jiow :long, 
ye simple one.s, will ye lowe simplicity? 

. and the soorners delight in their sco11n
ing, and ;fools hate knowledge'? Trum 
you at my r,eproof :. behold, I •'l'iill, poU1· 
out my spirit ,unto .you, . .I wilj. ,make 
known my ,words ,unto you." •But if 
you spend your lives in sin and rebellion 
against God, refusing toihear.His•;voice, 
and hardenii,1.g your neck against His 

· re.proofs, .then ,the threatenings. of ne
glect!ld , and, despised ,wi.Edom.• ,may have 

1 a fearful .fulfilment in yeµr personal 
experience: "Beeause I have called, and 
ye refused; I have' stretoh.ed o.ut my 
hand, and . no man.• regarded ; . but ye 
have .set, .i,t nought, .all. my oounsel, ,and 
would none of.my,reproof.: L,a1so,will 
laugh ,at your calamHy;, I w'ill , mock 
when your fear cometh ; .when your fear 
cometh as desolation, and your destruc
tion com!lth.as a whirlwind;. when dis
tress ·and anguish ,cometh upon you, 
Then shall they call, upon me, ibut I will 
not answer.; they ,shall seek me., early, 
but they.shall not find,me: 'for that they 
hated knowledge, .and ,did ,not. choose 
the .fear of ,the Lord : they ,w.euld none 
of my. counsel ; they de_spiiied all my 
reproof. There£ore shall they eat of the 
fruit of the.ir own way, .anil be filled 
with their own devices" (Prov,i. 2,1...;31), 
Your only safety is in at once il.eeing to 
Christ for refuge, ,and in pre.sent decision 
for God. " Turn ye, turn .ye, for why 
will ye die ? " 

This would 'be but a very gloomy 
aspect of the question, were we• com
pelled to leave it thus. There would 
be much ground for anxiety and appre
hension, but little for encouragement ~d 
hope. It is not, however, witho:ut 1tR 

merciful aspects, and to these I ,shall 
now prooeed to advert, 
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O.ne reason.th£1t I think stands in the 
foreground. in answering the question, 
"Wherefore do. the w.icked1 live?" is, 
that the government, of, the world is 
medintodal, in the hands of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. All power is given unto 
Him,. both in heaven and in earth. 
The irovernment is upon His shoulder, 
and He is Lord. and Ruler of all. As 
the vine-dresser pleaded for the barren 
figctreo,. so Christ, as the Mediator and 
Intercessor,, pleads for the world that it 
. may.be spared. This work of mediation 
will be. contiµued until all the purposes. 
of His death are accomplished ; until 
the end of time, when He shall have sub
dued.all things unto Himself; and every 
knee shall bow, to Him, and-every tongue 
confess that .He is Lord, to ,the glory of 
God,the :Father. Till then, He is exalted 
a Prince and a. Saviour at God's right 
hand, to. give repentance unto Israel, 
ao4 remission. of sins. Till then, He 
sends for.I h. His Word to oall the nations• 
to Himself'; He sends .forth.the heralds 
of s11,lvation-to proclaim His Gospel, the 
"glad tidings of great joy," and to 
beseech men to be reconciled. to God. 
That,; these, purposeSa may be accom
plished;,and until the time shall come 
when He shall. appear the second time 
without sin.unto salvation, the world is 
spared, and the wicked .continue .to live. 

There is, therefore, abundant, reason 
to be thankful and bless God that while 
you ar.e thus. permitted to live, it is 
nuder. a:dispensation.which is pre-emi
nently pe.ace on earth, and good-will to 
men,; in which Christ proclaims Himself 
~he W.ay, and, the Truth, and the Life ; 
in which He invites the labouring and. 
he~vy-laden to come to Him, and in 
whic~ He promises that those who come 
to, Him Ilc will in no wise cast out. 

Another reason wherefore tho wicked 
~ive is, that God is rich in longsstuf<Jr
lllg,; th~t He _has no pleasure in the 
death o.( the wicked but that he should 
t~rn from, his way' ancl live, and that 
his long--sufforino- should be accounted 
salvaticm, b 

Think of tht'l lono--sufferino- of God t tho olclworld in the time bof Noah. 
en had beco1ne so wicked and corrupt, 

that· it repented the Lord that He had, 
made them. And yet after that He had 
threatened to destroy them, He with
hold the impending. vengeance for the 
space of a hundred years while the ark 
was being prepared, and during which 
time His servant preached righteous
ness to the disobedient; and doubtless, 
while warning them of the coming 
destruction, exhorted them to repent 
and turn to the Lord. 

Think, too, of His long-suffering and 
readiness to forgive in the case of that 
great city Nineveh ; for although the 
prophet was commanded to cry, "Yet. 
forty days and Nineveh shall he over
thrown ; " yet, when the people hum
bled themselves and turned to the Lord, 
and sought His mercy, He averted.from 
them the threatened calamity, and spared 
them for His mercy's sake. 

And even in the case of the city of 
Jerusalem, that killed the prophets, and 
stoned them that were sent unto it, and 
outdid all its former wickedness, dis
obedience, rebellions and blood-shedding 
by casting out the Son of God from its 
gates, and putting Him to the cruel ami 
shameful death of the cross as a com
mon malefactor; how marvellous was. 
the Lord's long-suffering to that sinful 
and blood-guilty city ! He foresaw and. 
foretold its entire destruction ; and when 
He thought of all the acoumulated woes 
that would fall upon its devoted in
habitants, He lamented in tenderest 
grisf, " 0 that thou hadst known, even. 
in this thy day, the things that belong 
unto thy peace," and even wept over 
the terrible doom which a misspent lifE. 
and abused privileges were about to 
bring upon it. Yet when He gave His, 
disciples their commission to go into all 
the world to preach the Gospel, He bade 
them, in His long-suffering, "begin at 
Jerusalem," and for no less a period 
than forty years He refrained from 
pouring out upon them the full vials of 
His wrath. 

And amidst all the many sins and 
ao-gravated transgressions of your lives, 
the neglect of privileges, anJ even the 
wilful putting- away from you of His 
claims and His mercies, to what can 
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you attribute the fact that your life has 
been spared, but to the Lord's long
suffering and forbearance to punish. 
You must surelv say, It is of the Lord's 
mercies that we· are not consumed, and 
because His compassions fail not l And 
I trust you may also be led to cry, 0 
Lord, enter not into judgment with thy 
serrants ; vex us not in Thy wrath, and 
<,hasten us not in Thy hot displeasure ; 
but be merciful to us, 0 God, for 
Christ's sake. 

There is one more consideration on 
this question worthy of your most serious 
and devout attention, namely,-

That your present life is a state of 
probation ; that hP-rein space is given 
you_ for repentance, and means are used 
to induce you to come out from the 
world, and to walk in the way ever
lasting. 

It is on this very ground that the 
Apostle Paul bases his striking appeal 
in the fourth verse of the second chap
ter of his Epistle to the Romans, " Or 
-lespisest thou the riches of His good
ness, and forbearance and long-suffering, 
not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance." The same 
doctrine is evidentlv taught us in the 
parable of the ba1ren fig-tree, which 
the Master of the tlnevard ordered to 
be cut down, because fo; three years He 
had sought fruit on it, but had found 
none. The dresser of the vineyard said 
to Him, "Lord, let it alone this year 
also, till I shall dig about it, and dung 
it, and if it bear fruit, well ; and if 
not, then after that Thou shalt cut it 
down" (Luke xiii. 6-9). The Apostle 
Peter, in speaking of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the 
preaching of the Gospel by His ~ervants, 
thus expounds to us the lovmg and 
merciful design of God in these events, 
which is applicable to Gentile as well as 
to Jew: "Unto you first, God having 
raised up His son Jesus, sent Him to 
bless you, fo turning- every one of lo_u 
from his iniquities." The Gospe is 
r-alled " the word of this salvation;" 
" the words of this life," to show its 
design aod intended resuJts ; and as the 
gift of Christ was made, that whosoever 

believeth on Him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life, so the preaching 
of the Gospel is for this very same end, 
that whosoever believeth may be saved ; 
and it is not only able to make us wise 
unto salvation, but it actually becomes 
" the power of God unto salvation to 
everv one that believeth." 

At present, Christ stands at the door 
of your hearts, and knocks, and if any 
of you will open unto Him, He will 
enter and dwell there, and the Father 
also, and thus you shall be saved; and 
by the indwelling of the Lord, and His 
Holy Spirit, you shall be made meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light. Ts.is is not the harvest
time, but the time for the sowing and 
ripening of the crop. Some, indeed, 
would be disposed to gather out the 
tares at once, but that might endanger 
the wheat also. Therefore the Lord 
saith, " Let both· grow together until 
the harvest." And in that time, as -ye 
have sown, so shall ye reap. "If ye 
have sown to the flesh, ye shall of the 
flesh reap corruption ; but if ye have 
sown to the spirit, ye shall of the spirit 
reap life everlasting." For in this har
vest-time, the Lord shall send forth the 
angels, His reapera, saying, " Gat:her 
the wheat into My barn, but bind the 
tares in bundles to burn them." 

Thus the question, "Wherefore do thG 
wicked live ? " is, in some measure, an
swered. And now I beseech you to 
improve the time of your probation, 
and believe the Gospel and be converted. 
Flee to Jesus from the wrath to conie. 
" In Christ's stead, I beseech you be ye 
reconciled to God." "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved." "Wherefore come ye out from 
among them, and be ye separate, and I 
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and my daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty." And if by God's 
grace and the aid of His Holy Spirit, 
you make this decision for God, and 
thus become a disciple of Jesus and a 
child of God, then the many great _and 
precious promises which God has g1v~n 
in Christ Jesus, shall be fulfilled m 
your happy experience ; then you will 
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be able to say, " Once I was lost, but 
now am found; onco I was dead, but 
now am alive again." Now, indeed, I 
live, yet not I, but Uhrist liveth in me. 
Therefore, though my life was justly 
forfeited, it was mercifully continued, 
that I might become a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. "Thou hast delivered 
my soul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling." 
" What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits towards me ? I 
will take of the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord : I will 
walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living." 

But if you do not lay this matter to 
heart, and if the night come upon you 
when no man can work, and find this 
work of turning to the Lord not done
if you shall be laid in the grave to 
which you are fast hastening, and in 
which there is no knowledge, no device, 
no work, with this great work of the 
soul's salvation unattended to, then I 
remind you that, after death, cometh 
the judgment. If now you are deter
mined to walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes, 
th~n I forewarn you that for all these 
things God will bring thee into judg
ment. A.nd what wilt thou say when 
He shall punish thee ? Do not think 
that you will be able to throw the 
b!ame upon God, and allege that He 
did not suffer you to live long enough, 
and that if He had spared you for a 
longer period, you would have repented 
and turned to Him. Do not think that 
you will be able to plead that sufficient 
means were not used for your salvation, 
and that those means were not of the 
right kind. Remember the answer of 
Abraham to Dives, when he desired 
that one might be sent to his brethren 
from the dead, because they would then 
repent. Abraham answered, "If they 
h~ar not Moses and the prophets, neither 
fill they be persuaded though one rose 
rom the dead." So, if you are not 

converted under the means and instru
mentality God does use no other means 
W-0uld a~complish that' result. If you 
arc negligent of the great salvation, 

and refuse Him who now speaketh from 
heaven, it is not only impossible that 
you should escape, but you must also 
be judged and condemned out of your 
own mouth. And you cannot be un
justly condemned, for the Judge of all 
the earth must do right, and the whole 
earth must acknowledge the righteous
ness of His judgments. 

Once more, therefore, I beseech you 
diligently consider wherefore the Lord 
has spared you, and turn unto Him 
through His beloved son Christ Jesus, 
and He will receive you graciously, and 
love you free] y. 

Before closing my remarks, I would 
earnestly ask such Christian friends as 
may read this paper, to consider the 
pressing and practical appeal which this 
subject makes to them. 

You have fled for refuge to the hope 
set before you in the Gospel ; you are of 
God, and by faith have obtained the 
victory over Satan, but the whole world 
lieth in the wicked one. When God 
delivers any out of the power of dark
ness, and translates them into the king
dom of His dear Son, He does not 
immediately call those whom He thus 
redeems out of the hand of the enemy, 
to enter upon the rest and the inherit
ance which He has reserved in heaven 
for them. When our Lord specially 
commended His disciples to the love and 
care of His heavenly Father, He ex
pressly says, " I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that Thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil." Wherefore, then, are you 
spared ? Why is it that your life is 
continued amongst the wicked P In 
what relation do you, as God's people, 
as righteous, godly people, stand to 
them? What obligations lie upon y~u 
in reference to them? What responsi
bilities rest upon you concerning them ? 
What duties do you owe them? If 
your candle has been lighted, it is not 
that it may be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed, but that it may be placed 
upon a candlestick, and give light to all 
that are in the house. Jf you haw 
been made the salt of the earth, it is 
that by the fulness and freshness of 
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yom savour, you may help to purify 
:rn<l. make fruitful the land in which 
:n,u live. You are thus spared that, 
knowing the terrors of the Lord, you 
may persuade men, and that knowing 
the loving-kindness of the Lord, you 
may seek to induce them to trust in 
Him, and magnify His merciful and 
holy name. You are thus spared, that 
bv the love which vou manifest to each 
other, and by the· oneness which cha
rart.erizes you, the world may see that 
you arc the disciples of Christ, and 
believe that God has sent His Son that 
the world may be saved. You are thus 
~nared, doubtless, that" your light may 
s~ shine before men, that they, seeing 
your gooJ works, may glorify your Father 
who is in heaven." 

I ask you, therefore, dear Christian 
friends, to lay this matter to heart, as 
it regards your own part and lot therein. 
"Wherefore do the wicked live?" To 
l1 certain extent you are your brother's 
keC'uers, and must answer to the one 
Lord of all for the blood of souls, if, in 

nnyrcspect, you are guilty of shedding it,. 
or negligent in prevcntingits being shed; 
for thus it is written," If thou.forbear.to 
deliver them that are drawn unto death, 
and those that are ready to be elain,; 
if thou sayest, Behold1 w.e knew it not; 
doth not He thut pondereth, the. heo.r,t, 
consider it ? and He that keepeth thy 
soul, doth not He know it? and sha,ll: 
not He render to every man according 
to his works?" (Prov. xxiv, 11, 12). 
While, on the. other hand, I would, re
mind you of the honour and happiness. 
which await those who are,inatrum,entel 
in the salvation: of souls; for thus it is 
written, "He that converteth a sinner· 
from the error of his way, shall,save..a 
soul from death, and shall hide_ a·JI1,ulti
tude of sins " (James v. 20); and thus, 
also, "They-that be. wise (or-teachers), 
shall shine as the, brightn.ess of, the 
firmament;_ and. they that, turn many, 
to rig-hteousnesi;,as the stars for ·ever and., 
ever" (Dan. xii. 3)1 

Bognor. 

ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

:10. ~VR.-ONE-WORD TEXTS, 
" Intercession. "-Rom. ,ill. 34. 

Fu;.1,owING the death, resurrection, aud 
ascension of Jesus, comes His mediatorial 
w:irk in tl-ie holiestof all,intowhichhe has 
ent,ored frr us. At the right hand of the 
Fa~11er He has sat down, exercising His 
~oy:,l will and pleasure as King of Zion, 
but in the holiest of all He appears as 
our one Great High Priest, who having 
offer~d an efficient sacrifice for sins, now 
n·er Ii veth to make intercession for us. 
All tl,,a had been prefigured by the 
Aaroui,, Priesthood; for on the great Day 
, ,f A ~')n ement, the High Priest went into 
the i.,,J iest, with the blood of the sin-

offering, and .there lifted up his, hands. in:: 
devout prayers for the peop\e, and then, 
cam!) forth to bless them in the name of 
the Jehovah of Israel. Jesus is the: anti, 
type, whose work was thus.forshad~wed; 
and whose priestly intercessions will _be, 
continued until He shall come forth with, 
the acclaim of holy angels to bless and .. 
consummate His redeemed people, and to 
glorify them with His own glory. 

The "Intercession" of the text is 
J. THE INTERCESSION OF TIIE LORD 

JESUS C1mrsT. It is necessary to obse~e · 
that the Holy Spirit malrnth.inte~cess1~n 
by His inwar.<l gracious operations lll. 
assisting the prayers of God's people, 
(Rom, viii. 26). 
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1. J ea.us is our Great High Priest, there
ioro intercession is His work. 

2. JesuR' intercession is based on sacri
fice for sin. 'fhe sacrifice of Himself 
(Heb. ix, 12). He "entered Qnce by His 
bwn blood." 

3. Jesus' intercession is carried on in 
the holiest of all. In heaven, within the 

-veil, where God's purity and justice corn
. mingle with grace and mercy in the grand 
. operations for the salvation of His 
people. 

4. , Christ's ,i~ter.cession may be both 
· rE1prcsenta.tive: ,al).d ;vocal. . He . is our 
.:brother Redeemer, and He has taken our 
~u:r;nanity as Priest ,into the most holy 
_place, so that _He is the represel)tative 
of all His saints, syµipathises with them, 
and may vocally. ask o.f the Father the 
blessings His Church may require. At 

. ,ill events, all our mercies come to us 
through His mediation, and all our sup
plications arise•in His name, and are thus 

-acceptable to God (John xvi. 23), 
.-Notice · 
, II. ,OHRISI:'S INTERCESSION IS ESSEN· 

· 'flA,LLY CONNECTED ,WITH THE GOVERN• 
.~'lT 0~; ~HE WORLD. The priestly and 

.:r.oyalo.flices.of Jesµs,are united. He rules 
,supremely 1 as. Head of t):,.e Church and 
~overn.or of the Nations, so that the 
jntercessary. and ruling power of Jesus 
are in harmonious efficiency. His in
~_ercession, therefore, may be exhibited 

· m the 'rise or fall_ of nations, or systems 
of;religion; -in the overturning of moun
tams and exalting of valleys to prepare 
the ,way. of ,His Gospel triumphs. He 
"·asks," and God gives Him the.heathen 
for His inhe~itance." . 

III. CHRIST'S . INTERCESSION IS IMME· 
DIATELY FOR T,IJE BENEFIT OF HIS 

, .SPIJ,!,l'l\l)'AJ. KIJ;,GDOM. . ,He maketh inter-

LET OTHER PEOPLE ALONE. 

" GUARD, does this train stop at .Fen
lanh d ?" The speaker was of that.class 
t. at_ may_ he seen at any of our pro
VIn01al ratlwav stations on the first and 
last working • days of the week. Of 

cession for "the saints," He rnaketh 
intercession "for us," says the Apostle in 
the text. All that interests the Church 
generally, or believers personally, are in
cluded in the Saviour's intercession. 

IV. CHRIST'S INTERCESRIO~ rn BOTH 

RIGHTEOUS AND GRACIOUS, His righteous
ness and His finished work is the basis, 
His intinite mercy and grace its source . 
It comes through sacrificial blood to us, 
as the result of infinite love. 

V. CHRIST'S INTERCESSION IS CoK
TINUAL AND PERPETUAL. The priests 
under the law died, and success.ors took 
up the office and work. Jesus ever liveth. 
He abides evermore as our Great High 
Priest, and His intercessions are ever 
ascending for us. No specific seasons in 
His work, He prayeth evermore, and is 
our abiding advocate with the Father . 

VI. THE INTERCESSION OF J EllUS IS 
PREVALENT. For he asks always in har
mony with the Father's will. And on 
the ground of His finished work, and thus 
it must prevail. 

.VII. 'THE INTERCESSION OF JESUS Is 
THE ONLY DIVINELY APPOINTED INTER· 
CESSION OF HoLY ScRIPTUliE. Saints in 
their personal devotion must pray for one 
another. But official intercessions on 
the pa~t of inen living, or saints or 
martyrs or apostles dead, or of Mary the 
mother of Jesus, are nowhere hinted at 
in New Testament Scripture, and are 
anti-Christian and wicked and vain before 
God. (1) The intercession of Jesus should 
be distinctly realised in the Christian life, 
and in all their applicationa to God; 
(2) It should greatly cheer the followers 
of the Saviour; and {3) Should secure our 
entire confidence in the varied phaieB of 
our Christian experience. 

middle height, scarce numbering- thirty 
years; a face paled with the "sickly hue 
of thought;" a piercing black eye that 
rolled restlessly in its socket; a firm, 
determined compression of lip; and an 
air that 5pake of a mission that, to him 
.at lea~t, was of deep import; and as lie 
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,poke, a listener might detect a certain 
tremulousness that is invarh1bly allied 
to men of mind and mould, like the 
high-mettled racer, whose hot blood, 
coursing through the veins, produces a 
quiver that by the unskilled might be 
taken for fear, but which to the cogno
scenti are welcome signs of mettle, and 
foretell victory. 

Answered with the short, curt, and 
business-like" Yes, sir," the young man, 
nnincumbercd with luggage, walked 
along the platform to await the arrival 
of the train. He did not saunter idly, 
nor strut proudly, as though, for the 
time being, the whole station, with its 
occupants, were at his command, by 
virtue of a small piece of pasteboard 
that would admit him to A.1; nor did he, 
with the business air of a commercial, 
stop suddenly and unclasp a pocket
book, with a "look-at-me" style, as 
though he was doing a successful stroke 
of business with a Rothschild, or that 
the expectant train was laden with bul
lion of which he should be the sole 
janitor; but he strode with measured 
stride-with that peculiar step that, by 
its monotony, assists thought-and ever 
and anon his lip quivered as though his 
whole soul was invoking aid, or conning 
over some problem which he seemed 
anxious to solve. 

A mad shriek in the distance, a rumble 
of wheels, and an indescribable bustle 
among the officials, and then, high above 
the din, was heard, "Cambridge, Bury, 
Newmarket, and London train. Our 
young friend had quietly taken his seat 
in a third-class carriage, seemingly heed
less as to where he sat ; a few hurried 
questions, asked by excited passrngers, 
a loud noise, caused by shutting of doors, 
a whistle, and the train moved on. 

In this carriage were seated the usual 
motley group. Some farmers, who were 
discussing-, with J obn Bull force of ex
pre;sion, the state of the markets-there 
was a certain rotunditv of feature and 
form about them that at once proclaimed 
tb~y were familiar with good fat beeves, 
while a smell of certain strong waters 
told of usquebaugh or aqua vibe, doubt
less taken as an anodyne for bad market 

scents or bad trade. Dy their side snt 
a young widow, bearing traces of mid
night watching and recent bereave
ment, clasping to her breast 11. child 
whose pale face spoke of fellowship with 
maternal anxiety. So still she sat that 
one might have thought the current of 
life had stopped, but a low wail reminded 
her of maternal duties, and, with a ten
der glance, she hastened to supply its 
wants. In the further corner of the 
carriage sat a fine boy, who, bound for 
school, with 11. mother's kiss on his lips, 
a "Good-by, Charlie, don't forget to 
write," ringing in his ears, was evidently 
in that indescribable state when past 
and future strangely mingle, and when 
it would be difficult to define the exact 
point of thought; however, he was 
happy. Our friend whom we met on 
the platform had seated himself in 
the corner of the compartment, and 
seemed absorbed in the contents of a 
small piece of paper which he had taken 
from an inner pocket of his coat, and 
heedless of the chaffing of the farmers 
who sat opposite him, was making al
terations as presented by his mood of 
mind. From this he was suddenly 
aroused by finding a face thrust against 
his, and a hand laid on his shoulder, 
while a female voice said aloud, "I'll 
teU you what, sir, it's my opinion, when 
two preachers begin to run one another 
down, there's nothen' in either on 'em; 
give me a man that preaches the Gospel 
and lets other people alone. 

The speaker was a woman about fifty 
years of age, whose dress indicated that 
she too had come fro!Il the market, and 
a basket, containing what had once been 
clean white butter-cloths, helped what 
dress and a well-browned healthy face 
suggested. " That's my opinion, sir; 
what do you think?" 'l'he young man 
raised his bead, but ere he could reply, 
he felt himself elbowed with a friendly 
nudge, and, turning round, beheld a 
man who bore the business mark on 
every inch of him. His look and the 
nudge seemed to say, " Don't mix your
self up with women's squabbles." The 
young man replied to the question ~y 
simply saying, "I think you are qmfr 



right," and again became absorbed in 
his MS. 

Presently shutting his book, and look
ing out from the carriage window, he 
said, looking toward a large square 
building that stood out boldly above the 
immense stretch of flat that surrounded 
it, " What building is that? " " Oh, 
that is our church," said the business 
man, as he stooped to gather up his 
sample bags. .And he added, with an 
inquisitive glance, "We stop here. .Are 
you going to preach for us to-morrow? 
1f so, sir, you can ride with me. I hope 
no offence, sir." " T hope no offence," 
said the woman whose voluble tongue 
had never stopped during the whole of 
the journey, '' I hope no offence; but my 
neighbour and I have been talking about 
Mr. F--, who never enters his pulpit 
without finding fault with Mr. E--, 
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and I say it, and I stick to it, that if 
he minds his own business he ha~ quite 
enough to do ; let him preach the Gospel 
and let him let other people alone." ' 

A whistle, a crunching sound, and 
then a stop, and, as the sonorous voice 
of the porter shouted "Fenland," the 
young man, with a respectful inclination 
of the head to his fellow-pass.,ngers, 
alighted. The business man sprang 
after him, and, hurrying along the plat
form, talked to the station-masteu of 
sacks, &c. And as the train. moved 
along out the station, the voice of the 
women were again heard in sharp con
test, one of them sticking to her point. 
vehemently, and shouting, amid the 
laughter of the jolly farmers, "I don't 
care ; let him preach the Gospel, ancL 
let other people alone ~ '·' 

~bittus. 

The Cottager and Artizan vol. for 1870. 
Religious Tract Society. 

WE do hope this most interesting and 
beautiful volume will find its way into 
thousands of cottages. The articles, 
the engravinirs, and binding are all that 
can be desired. 

The Hive. Elliot Stock. 
THis volume so well bound and so amaz
ingly cheap, that all Sunday-school 
teachers who have not taken it monthly, 
s~ould at once possess it. Of its intrin
s1cal worth we have often spoken, as it 
came periodically before us. 

New Sundm;-school Tune Book. Edited 
by JAMES SAMJ?SON. Hodder and 
Stoughton, · 

EVERYstepin the improvement of Sunday
school hymnology and music we gladly 
Welcome, and therefore most cheerfully 
accord _our fullest good-will and com
mWendat10n_to this very attractive volume. 

e perceive that a number of these 
tunes are original, and have been com
posed by Mr. Sampson himself, 

Hints and Helps for Teachers and Pa,·ent,,o 
By J. GREEN. Hamilton, Adams & Co. 

A BOOK true to its title, and which "l'l'il1 
render most efficient help to those special 
classes for whom it has been written. It 
is full of the most impo1·tant suggestions,. 
and is really a cyclopa:dia of reference to 
parents and teachers of every order. 

The Metropolitan Tabernacle. An Histo
rical Account, &c. By G. H. PJJ!.E. 
With an l.ntroduction by Rev. C. H. 
SPURGEON. Passmore and Alabaster. 

THIS volume has our hearty welcome. lt 
will be acceptable to all who take 3D: 
in~erest in the history and customs of, 
London Nonconformity, and most es
pecially of this department of it. And 
more especially still of that ~oncon
formist Baptist Church out of which the 
.Metropolitan Tabernacle has sprung. ,v e 
are sure, on these accounts, and many 
others the book will have a wide circula
tion. 'Mr. Pike writes clearly and is 
generally feli~itous !n h_is graphic descrip
tions of periods, mst1tut10ns, and re
markable men. ,v e hope for this excel-
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lent work the largest po,sible Baptist 
cpatronage. 

Bible Palm-tr~F,S, or Chri,stian Life Illus· 
trated. (3d Thousand.) Elliot Stock• 

A BEAUTIFULLY got up book filled with 
rich spiritual truths, and adapted for 
closet or family reading, or to be can-ied 
in the pocket by the way-side. As such 
a compani,m, it will be a source of licrht 
and joy to the devout reader. It i~ a 
:real gem in both quality and appearance. 

Th, Weslevan Methodist Yeai·-Book for 
187 I. Elliot Stock. 

Is a most admirable compendium of every 
-kind of information bearing on W esleyai1 
,matters, and fairly takes· its place beside 
The Congregational Year-Book and Baptist 
Hand-Booh. 208 pages closely, but well 
printed for one shilling. We are glad to 
see it is well patronised by advertisers. 

Old Jonathan. Bound in ornamental 
covers, for 18i0, 

THE worthy publishers deserve the thanks 
of all friends of cheap and good litera
ture for the excellency of this admirable 
monthly. We hope the rich will buy it 
in its annual holiday dress, and give it 
freely to poor families around them. 

Pearls from the Golden Stream. Roulston 
& Sons. 

Is the year's numbers of that good perio
.dical. substantially bound, and sold for 
-0ne shilling. 

PERIODICALS, &e. 
The Biblical Museum, Part I. By J. C. 

-GnAY- Elliot Stock. (3d,) To the fertile 
pen of Mr. Gray there seems no limits, and 
be cat.ers so well that a large number of 
preachers, students, and especially Sun
<lay-school teachers, are greatly indebted 
io him. This new serial is. in fact, a 
manifold commentary of the New Testa
ment Scriptures. It indudes criticism, 
always made clear, explanations always 
apposite, and anecdotal and other illus
trations al wa,ys instructive and sugges
tive. Vh, ici,l assured that if executed 
t.llwiigjiout in the manner and spirit 
pf the first part, it must be a great 
boc,n to the Church and our Suncfay
!lChvols. Our Oum Firt•id~. The last 
No. for 1870 is now before us, aud 
~e cougr;i,tulate the devoted editor on_ 

sustaining throughout the year one of 
our very best Monthlies, and making it 
worthy of uni versa! Christian support. 
1'lw Sword and '/'rowel, varied, rich, !l.nd 
substantially good. 'J'he Baptist Maga
zine, thoroughly excellent. The Gospel 
.Jfagazine is admirably sust,1ined, and has 
a large band of talented Evangelical con
tributors, 1'he Scattered Nation, faithful 
to its vocation, and containing. very 
superior articles on Jewish matters. 
Ragged School Union Magazine, not quite 
so effective as usual. The Christian, ever 
richly filled with papers of both experi
mental and spiritual godliness. '.We hope 
its sale is equal to its worth. The Hive, 
exhibitinl( both skill and care. Tk 
Bi•iti,sh Flag and Sentinel. For soldiers 
and sailors, a great boon, and well edited. 
The Methodist Fainily is ever satisfactory, 
and the intimations for next year are of 
a cheering kind. Tlie Gospel Watc/.man 
is a capital penny's worth. The Golden 
Lamp. Same publishers (Yapp & Co.), 
is truly ~~iritu~l and !lo.od. T_l~ 
Gardener's Magci::~ne, by Shirley H~b
berd, Esq., we imagine ~an~ot pro':'1de 
more or better papers for • .1:'e various 
clepartments it represents. Of Alma',-.a,ck 
sheets at one penny, we most heartily 
commend The London, published by 
Shaw & Co.; it is most elegantly got,up, 
and full of the b.e.st II1atter. It .is. pub
lished also in small size. We also ,are 
much pleased with Golden q,ain i!lma
nack, both sheet and book. Yapp& Co. 
And with Our Own Fire~de one. 

We most heartilyrecon:imend The Bap
tist Almanack 2d., as worthy of the hearty 
support of all. our churches. Aud Tem· 
perance Societies will make a, great mis
take if they do not . earnestly patronise 
Graham's Teniperance Giii!/,e, Hand-Book, 
and Almanaclcfor 1871 (6d.) ltisedited 
by Rev. D. Burns, M.A. London: 
Tweedie or Pitman. 

PAMPHLETS, , &c. 

A Good ]Jfan. A Sermon by G1LJ!S 
HESTER, Sheffield, on the demise of 
Mr. Lewis Hiller. 

MR. HILLER was worshipping on the 
Lord's Day forenoon,in his . usual plii:ce, 
and next day was early called to the JOY 
of his Lord. 'fhis Pastoral testimoXlY. to 
his worth is honouHble w,i)i~ to, ~qth. 
Preacher and Di;:acon: - -
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The Besl New.,. By Jo1rn DrxoN. J. 
Paul 'I: Oo. , is a clear and full repre
sentat10n of the work of Christ's me
d!ation,. and is worthy of a large 
c,rculat10n. It is sold for twopence. 

PEACE AND PRAYER, OR WAil 
AND SILENCE. 

DEAR MR. EDITOR, 
. CHRISTMAS is coming, and before these 

lines meet the eyes of,your readers it will 
h~ve pas~ed a~ay ;_ its social gatherings, 
with_ their ~emal ~nlluences; its family 
meetmgs, _with theu- love strengthening 
power, will all be numbered with the 
records of a history which time carries 
further and yet still further from us as 
its moinents glide away. 

Now amidst so much ,that is heart
cheering, there is one sad spot in which 
to ta!~ of peace and good-will to men is 
but little more than satire. Within 
tw,elve_ hours ride of our great metropolis, 
there 1s gathered a mighty host, seeking 
~ach others destruction, and leaving in 
its track a path red with human blood 
and replete with human misery. 

This strange and humiliating scene 
comes u!1der our notice after society has 
had the mfluence of civilization and the 
gospel for nineteen centuries ; how power
fu~ a_comment upon the Lord's own des
cript10n of the human heart from which 
proceeded evil thoughts mu;ders and all 
manner of wickedness. ' ' 

S?ch are the sad facts that will form 
~J,ect for conversation at many a 

r1stmas gathering. · 
But, dear reader, let us llause ·a moment. 

We have seen the evil how can it be put 
away? has anything be~n donewith an eye 
to prevention? have any efforts been used 
to st0P the calamity· and if so by whom 
and· h ' ' ' 

dm w at quarter, have the efforts been 
ma e? 

'ro these' questions there can only be 
~he answer: the statesman has used all v/ powers of skilful diplomacv, to pre

h':'-t and afte_rwards arl'est the ·war ; the 
~ lla_n throplust has not been backwurd 
En 1j~s hpart, all that could be done with 

ng 18 gold, has been done; and lastly, 

The Quaker'~ Coat. J. F. Shaw & Co. 
1 s a most interesting Story founded on 
Fact. By the Author of "God's Truth" 
and it is neatly got up and sells 
for 2d. 

what has the Church done? has there 
been anything like united action in a 
way of prayer and supplication unto 
God? Have we not rather looked on as 
though this was no business of ours? l 
a~ quite ready to admit that many peti
t10ns have gone forth from time to time 
by individuals in private, and even in th; 
public means of grace, but there has been 
no united and general cry sent up unto 
our God, from those who have learnt 
that He is faithful who said, " Ask and 
it shall be given, seek and ye shall 
find." And my appeal is to every pastor, 
deacon, and church throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, to call special 
meetings for this purpose. 

Dear brethren, there is a cause ; at the 
present moment I am informed that there 
are 30,000 widows and 150,000 orphans 
in Germany alone ; is this nothing to us ? 
Did God care for Nineveh ? did He cure 
for Moab? did our Great Master weep as 
a Jew over the calamities that were in 
store for His countrymen, and shall not 
we ? Have we grown so fat with ease 
and prosperity as to be insensible to the 
calls of common humanity? Have we for
gotten that in our higher nature we a.re 
called upon to weep with those that 
weep'.; and amongst this suffering host 
in both France and Germany, there a.re 
dear brothers and sisters loved with the 
some love, bought with the same blood. 
and quickened by the same spirit. And 
while the politician addresses himself 
to crowned heads, and the philanthropist 
works amidst the wounrled and dying, 
let it be ours as Christians, regardless of 
the distinctiveness of sect or purty, to 
plead with Him who has said, '· Ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you." 

Yours in the Gospel of Christ, 
\VILLLUI HENRY EVANS. 

December 16, 1870. 



DEXOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, 

fottry. 

THE DESIRE OF :XATIONS. 

I XF!liSTINE voices His praises are singing, 
Youn,~ hands are clasped at the foot of 

His throne, 
Lives all unworn their glad tribute are 

bringing, 
Childr~n are made in their bright days 

His own. , 

Old men that tolled where life's waves 
are surging, 

Look unto Him -who their best Friend 
has been, 

Lisping His name and their weary feet 
urging, 

On to the home where His face shall 
be seen. 

Men dark browed and fair, men from 
every nation, 

Press to the cross where their healing 
is found, 

:-,igh for the peace of His precious 
salvation. 

Look to the hand in which blessings 
abound. 

All who have drank of the dark cup of 
sorrow, 

Looking to Him are made happy and 
whole; 

Those who have trusted Him fear no to
morrow, 

He can the stormy waves quickly 
control. 

Oh that each one of earth's sorrowful 
daughters, 

And sons _who by care and by anguish 
are tried, · 

Might wash and be "lean in His Love's 
healing waters, 

Might preRs in their sorrow or joy to 
His side! 

Then would the wilderness blossom and 
gladden, 

Then would be singing of heart and of 
voice, 

Then never more would sin weary and 
sadden, 

Then in His smile would·· the nations 
rejoice. 

MARIANKE FARNINGHAM• 

~mrminational ~nttlligtntt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 
REv. J. G. DoVEY, late of Charlotte 

Chapel, Edinburgh, has accepted a call 
presented to him by the congregation 
worshipping in the church, Anstruther. 

Speen, Bucks.-Re'li J. Jones, of 
Knighton, having accepted the invitation 
to the pastorate of the church, a social 
tea and public meeting were held on Wed
nesday, Nov. 9. The U,,v. J. Jones pre
sided, addresses were delivered by the 
chairman, Revs. G. Phillips of Kings• 
hill, G. A. Free, Mr. Martin, and Mr. 
Lane. 

Mr. Porter, of the Metropolitan Taber
nacle College, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of the church, Caxton, 
Cambridgeshire. 

Rev. W. H. Smith, late of Bourne, in 
Lincolnshire, has accepted an invitation 

to become the pastor of the church, Ten• 
terden, in Kent. 

Rev. Joseph J. Harrald, of the Rev. 
C. H. Spurgeon's College, has accepted 
an invitation to. the pastorate of the 
church, Hi,zh-street, Shoreham, Sussex. 

Rev. H. Watts, of Stanningley, has re• 
signed his office as pastor of the church 
there ; and hail accepted the unanimous 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
at Barnsley. 

Mr. E. George, of the College, Ponty· 
pool, has received a cc.rdial invitation 
to the pastorate of Bethany, Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire. 

Rev. A. G. Short, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted a very 
cordial and unanimous invitation to the 
pastorate of the church in Surray-lane, 
Battcrsea. 
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Rev. J. W. Thorne has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Kington. 

Rev. W. Whale, of Bures, has accepted 
the unanimous invitation of tbe church 
meeting at Stoke Green, Ipswich, to be
come its pastor. 

Rev. Henry Woods Perris has an
nounced his intention of relinquishing 
the pastorate of Falkland chapel, Egre
mont, near Liverpool, at the close of the 
year. 

Rev. J. Collins has resigned the pasto
rate of the church meeting in Carlton 
chapel, Southampton. 

Rev. T. S. Bristow having resigned the 
pastorate of the Baptist church at South 
Molton, North Devon, is open to supply 
any vacant church with a view to a future 
settlement. Address, at Mr. Ball's, 1, 
Middleton Villa, Wood Green, London,N. 

Mr. J. A. Wheeler, who was obliged 
to resign the pastorate at Tawstock, 
North Devon, on account of we:i.kened 
health, last September, is now quite pre
pared to take a similar engagement. 
Present address, Perry-vale, Forest-hill, 
London, S. E. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

A NUMBER of ladies and gentlemen 
connecten with the church and congrega
tion worshipping at the Baptist chapel, 
Salendine Nook, met on Thursday even
ing, December the 8th, at Myrtle-grove, 
Quarmby, the residence of Mr. Councillor 
Hattersley, for the purpose of presenting 
to the Rev. James Parker a time-piece, 
and to Mrs. Parker a valuable gold watch 
and guard. Mr. Hattersley presided. 
Mr. Squire Dyson, a late deacon of the 
church, made the presentation, speaking 
in eulogistic terms of Mr. Parker's cha

. racter and labours, and said that the gift 
was but a small token of their love and 
esteem, and the gold watch and guard 
were presented to Mrs. Parker in admira
tion of her many loving services in the 
cause of Christ. 

Kensington Tabernacle, Horn ton-street, 
t1;1e Rev. R. J. Mesquitta has resigned 
his pastorate, to the great so1Tow of his 
people. In testimony of their regard 
!or him, they have presented their retir
mg pastor with a purse of £65. Three 
hund!ed persons were present at the 
meetmg, and all the neighbouring min
isters. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

ON Wednesday, Nov. 16. a recognition 
service was held at Windmill-street 
Chapel, Gravesend, on the acceptance of 
the pastorate by Rev .. J. Jackson Goadby, 
of Leicester, A. Whibley (in the absence 
of Rev. Johnson Barker, LL.B., of .New 
College Chapel) presided. Rev. A. Sturge, 
of Dartford, offered prayer; and addresse.~ 
were given by the Revs. W. Frith, Bex
ley-heath ; J. M. Camp, Fynsford ; J. 
Jackson Goadby, W. Guest, Gravesend ; 
A. Sturge, and G. W. Shepherd. 

T!lE recognition service in connexion 
with the settlement of the Rev. W. C. 
H. Anson. at Cottenham, Cambs, was 
held in the old meeting on Wednesday, 
the 23rd ult. The spacious chapel was 
filled. The Rev. H. B. Robinson, of 
Uhatteris, delivered an address ; the 
Rev. W. Robinson, of Cambridge, in the 
name of the Baptist ministers of the 
county, extended to :Mr. Anson, a cordial 
welcome. The Revs. J. P. Campbell, of 
Cambridge; R. R. Blinkhorn, of Will
ingham ; G. Pung, of Cottenham ; R. 
Piggott, of Histon; and J. Robinson, of 
La.ndbeach, also delivered addresses of a 
congratulatory character. 

THE church and congregation who 
meet alternately at Hope and Fleetpond 
Chapels, Hants, met on Monday, Decem
ber 5, in the last-mentioned chapel to 
welcome their newly-elected pastor, Mr. 
John Young. The chair was taken by 
8. Ranyard, Esq., J. P., of Kingston-on
Thames. The meeting was addressed by 
Mr. Webster, an aged retired pastor of 
the church; and Messrs. Grant, of Arun
del, and Potter, of Fleet, who represented 
the Congregationalists and Methodists. 

A SOCIAL meeting of the members and 
friends of Hope-street Church, Glasgow, 
was held in the city hall there on the 
night of the 24th November, for the pur
pose of giving a public recogni ti<>n to the 
Rev. Samuel Chapman, who has been for 
the past tive months co-pastor with the 
Rev. Dr. Paterson. The Rev. Alex. 
M 'Laren, of .Manchester, pr~sided. lt 
was stated, on behalf of the church and 
congregation, that, during the past tive 
years, they had expended fully £6,000 on 
purposes of home work and foreig_n mis
sions, aml that one-third ot this had 
been <levoted to strictly missionary ob
jects outside their own work. 
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NEW CHAPELS. 
ON the 29th of November the memorial 

stones of a new chapel were laid at l<'arn
bo'rough neR.r Bromley, Kent, by Mrs. VI. 
Ft>x, of Chelsfield; Mrs. T. May. of Cray; 
C. Spencer, of Blackheath; and W. Rogers, 
of Peckham. A large number of persons 
were assembled on this interesting occa
sion, and a donation of £100 from Mr. 
Joynson, of St. Mary Cray, was laid upon 
Mrs. Fox's stone; another £100 being 
placed by the friends on different stones. 
During the public meeting of the e,,ening 
a third £1()0 was collected in cash and 
promises. £200 are still required to com
plete the building. 

DROITWICH.-For the past two years 
or more efforts have been made to form 
a church in this town, and services have 
been held on Fridays·and Sundays, some
times in tbe open air and sometimes in a 
room engaged for the purpose. Great snc
·cess has attended these services, much 
good, itis believed, having been done there
by. This h:i.s encouraged the promoters.of 
the ea.use in an endeavour to erect a smt
able place for worship an~ a school_, and a 
site having been ·secured m the Hill-end, 
several liberal subscriptions were pro
mised towards the object, including £100 
from J obn Corbett, Esq., of Stoke Gra.nge, 
On Monday, November 7, the ceremony 
of laying the foundation-stone of the new 
chapel and school took pla.ce. The pro
ceedino-s were conducted by the Rev. A. 
Macdo;ald. Rev. J. Phillips offered 
prayer, and the Rev. J. McTurk read 
portions of Scripture. M:r. J aseph Greaves, 
Droitwich, stated that the estrmated cost 
-0£ the proposed building would be about 
£400 and of this sum £240 had been 
subs~ribed, leaving a balance of £160 still 
to be raised. The laying of the stone 
then took place. when_ Mr. George A1;1brey 
presented J. S. ~right, Esq., with_ a 
silver trowel. Tne Rev. D. Davies 
also addressed those assembied. A tea
meeting was afterwards held in the As
sembly-room. The meeting was addressed 
by J. Blick, Esq. (chairman), the Re_vs. 
H. :E. Von Sturmer, J. McTurk, D. Davies, 
and T. Fisk. 

NEW CHURCHES. 

HAY-HILL CHAPEL, BATH.-On Sunday, 
December 3 interesting sen·ices were 
held in the 'above chapel in connection 

with the formatitm of a Christfan church. 
In the mo1·11ing a sctmon wlis prea~hod 
by the Rev. J . .Howard Hinton. In tho 
afternoon a service was held, whensoventy
six persons were formally united in church 
fellowship. The meeting was· addr«)Wsed 
by Rev. J. H. Hinton and the'ti:lstor, Rev. 
J. R. Chamberlin. Revs. J. ·Davis and 
Oliver T. Munns also took part in the 
service. At its close the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper was celebrat~d. The ser
vices were concluded by the pastor preach
ing to the newly-fornied church 'in the 
evening. . ,., 

FOREST-GATE, StRA~FORD, Esi:mx,-On 
Tuesday, Nov. 29th, im intetl~sting ser
vice was held in ths'n:ewly,~rected chap~l 
situated near Chats'worth-r'oad, on the 
occasion of forming'a church. Mr. C. Bo'lr, 
of Vl'oolwich, 'read ·tl:ie Scripttn'es 'hri.d 
offered prayer, Mr. W. Palmer, uf·Homer
ton, delivered an address on t'he "Con
stitution of a G'ospel Church,,, Mr. Box 
afterwards giving the riglit hand of fol
low-ship. The chil'rdh unanimously electett 
Mr. Moster to 'dfficiate as 'd'eacon. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

STRATFORD-ON-AVON. ;--On. M,:onday, 
December 12th, an evangelistic meeting 
was held at the l:laptist chapel in tliis 
town-370 persons partook of. tea to
gether, after which earne~t words were 
addressed to 'the unconverted by J. S. 
James, Stephen Dunn, and T'. H .. Thorne. 
The chair was occupied by the p,ast•lr, ~
Morley. The chapel was crowded. m 
every part, and deep impressions appearell 
to be made. "Brethren, pray for us!' 

PARK ROAD IRON CHAPEL, ROMA1" 
ROAD, NORTH Bow, VICTORIA PARK.
The anniversary of. this plac~ Was held 
November 27th, when two sermons were· 
preached by the minister, Rev .. Robt. H. 
Finch and the Rev. John Thomas. On 
Tuesa'ay evening, December 0th, the 
annual tea and social nieeting was held, 
John D. Link, Esq. presided, and the 
meeting was well sustained throughout 
by earnest addresses from the chairman, 
and the Revs. Messrs. Julins Benn, J. F. 
Houstoun Thomas Phillips, Edward 
Schnadhu~st, Robt. R. Finch, and Messrs. 
Beny and J .. Lang. We were glad to 
tincl from the statement of the pastor, 
that during the past year the debt on the 
place is considerably recluced, and en· 
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couraged by promises of help from the 
London Baptist Association, it was deter
mined to make an effort to clear off the 
debt during 1871; the chairman very 
generously offered aid. 

LAKE ROAD CHAPEL, LANDPORT, PORTS· 
M0UTH.-A very handsome organ has just 
been erected by Mr. Alfred Hunter, of 
London, in the Rev. T. W. Meclhurst's 
chapel at Landport. The instrument is 
of a first-cla8s character, and contains 
1,400 pipes. Its cost is £380. On Thurs
day evening, December 15th, the worship
ful the mayor of Portsmouth presided at 
its inauguration, and the Borough Choral 
Society, assisted by the chapel choir, and 
other amateur friends, very beautifully 
s,ang a number of choruses, duets, and 
solos. Miss Stapleford, the organist of 
the chapel, presided at the organ. The 
chapel was we:.J filled with a highly ap
preciative audience.· 

THE Borough-road Chapel, which has 
for some time been closed for alterations 
in order to build a new schoolroom, was 
rcopen,ed on Tuesday; December the 6'th, 
by the Rev. Dr. Landels. On the follow
ing. eveping there was an excellen~ tea
meeting in the new schoolroom, which 
had th~ previous week been opened by 
the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, and a public 
meeting afterwards held in the chapel, at 
which James Stiff, Esq., presided, and 
was supported by Rev. James Harcourt 
(the pastor), Rev. Joh!l Clifford, M.A., 
Rev. M,i;-, Pike, Dr. Ellis, Messrs. Olney, 
Ingle, Ellis, and others. 

KING-STREET Chapel, Oldham, has re
cently been paintecl and decorated, and 
t~e organ enlarged, ::t a total cost of 
nearly ,£300. At the re-opening services 
sermons were preached by the Revs. H. 
S. Brown, and the pastor, R. H. Bayley, 
and collections amounting to £71 ,vere 
maq~. Last Thursday evening a tea
meetmg was held, when it was stated by 
the secretary, Mr. William Kelsall, that 
t~e amount received in collections, dona
tion~, &c., covered the entire outlay, 
leavm~ a halance of several pounds. 

ALBIO!< HALL, DALSTON.-Tbe Church 
Ill t· . , 
t\mg m the above, under the pastorate 

~ t e Rev. Jo.seph Blake, have removed Gr: more eligible place, known as the 
·t mmar School in the Downham-road · t1 was formally opened on Sunday. De/ 
b 'Mhen three sermons were preached 

y essrs. ,v. S. Lang, B. \V. Wale, and 

W. A. Blake, of Brentford. The hall 
was well attended on each occasion. 

V AUXHALL BAPTIST CHAPEL. -A tea 
and public meeting were held on December 
the 6th, to celebrate the re openina of the 
schoolroom, which bas just been °almost 
entirely rebuilt and greatly enlarged. 
?'he new school-for such it really is
is now one of the largest and best in 
the neighbourhood. It will comfortably 
accommodate nearly 400 children. More 
than 200 sat clown to tea. The public 
meeting afterwards was presided over by 
G. T. Congreve, Esq. Appropriate ad
dresses were deli'?'ered by .J.E. Tresidder, 
Esq., the supermtendent, C. Hearson, 
Revs. D. Honour, J. Marchant, and Pas
tor G. Hearson. A collection was made 
which, with the results of collectina cards 
brought in, and private donations" to the 
paster, amounted to £85. 

Queen-square Baptist chapel, Brighton, 
which has been closed for about four 
months for the purpose of effectina cer
tain improvements, was reopened on 
Tuesday, November 29th, by the Rev. 
Dr. Landels. The sermon was heard bv 
a crowded congregation, and at the close 
of the service a liberal collection was 
made towards the liquidation of the ex
penses. The entire cost has been about 
£700. 

P&~GE TAllERNA.CLE, MAPLE ROAD.
The fifth anniversary of the commencing 
of the Baptist interest, and of the Rev. 
J. M. Cox's ministry, was celebrated on the 
l:~th andl4th of November. On Sunday 
two impressive sermons were preached in 
the morning by Captain the Hon. R. More
ton, and in the evening by the Rev. J. M. 
Cox. On Monday a large number of 
friends partook of tea, the trays being 
given by the ladies. At seven o'clock a 
public meeting was held, presided over 
hy F. W. Lloyd, Esq. Addresses were 
given by the chairman, B. Sly, Esq., 
and Mr. Gloster. The pastor then gave 
a sketch of his work during his five years 
pastorate. 

Services in connection with the first 
anniversary of the Downs Chapel, Clap
ton, were held last month. Ou Sunday, 
October 16th, sermons were preached by 
Revs. A. Mursell and H. Samble. On 
Thursday, October 20th, a public meeting 
was held, when the chair was taken by 
Charles Reed, Esq., M.P. ~peeches were 
delivered by Dr. Brock, :md the .Revs. 



DEIIOMIIIATlOIIAL lNTELLlGEII0E. 

,Jesse Hobson, D. Kattems, T. l'hillip~, 
and t.he pastor, T. Y. Tymms. From the 
reports rendered to the meeting, it appears 
that the church, which was formed last 
~ovember, now· numhers 120 members, 
and that the congregation has raised up
wards of £i00 during the year for all pur
poses, exclusi,·e of the chapel debt. An 
appeal was made to the congregation to 
raise £920 by the :Hst December, which 
would clear off all but the mortgage of 
£3,000. Towards this promises and do
nations ha,·e been received amounting to 
upwards of £600. 

SHEPHERD'S BusH.-The anniversary 
meeting at A venue-roadChapel,Shepherd's 
Bush, was held on the 1st of November, 
Mr. Josias Alexander occupied the chair. 
The treasurer, Mr. R. G. Bea.eh, stated 
that during the past year a new infant 
schoolroom had been · erected, which is 
now virtually out of debt. Besides this, 
about £80 had been applied to the reduc
tion of the chapel debt, which, after the 
present services, will only be something 
ever £600. Somewhere about £1,900 has 
been expended on the chapel and premises. 
The Rev. C. Graham, the pastor, gave an 
encouraging account of the work done 
during the past year. Admirable ad
dresses were delivered on the duties and 
responsibilities of !Jhristians, and the im
portance of sacred and scriptural educa
tion for the young, by Vice-Admiral Hall, 
and by the Revs. W. Roberts, J. S. Rus
sell, H. Miller, H. Cox, and W. Orr. 
With £10 from the chairman, the collec
tions on Sunday and Tuesday amounted 
to about £70. 

CAMBERWELL.-On October 30th and 
November 2nd, the sixteenth anniversary 
services in connection with Arthur-street 
Chapel, Camberwell-gate, were held, and 
the sermons were preached by the Revs. 
Samuel Cowdy, Edward Leach, and Phil
lip Bailbache. At the public tea-meeting 
on the 2nd inst. an interesting statement 
was made. At very considerable cost, 
during this year, great alterations have 
been made, the chief vestry much en
larged, part of the adjacent house appro
priated for ministers and deacons' vestries, 
including lighting, furnishing, &c. In 
reading the balance account, it appeared 
that so liberally had the members of the 
church and congregation contributed that, 
of a large sum, £3 16s. only remained as 
" debt. That amount was raised then 

and there, and tho wholo expense thus 
liquidated. 1'he pastor and people at 
Arthur-street Chapel have indeed reason 
to "thank God and take courage." 

PARK-ROAD CHAPEL, EsHER.-On Mon
day, 9th Oct., a new schoolroom, which 
had been erected on ground at the back 
of the chapel, was opened by an early 
dedicatory service, at which the minister 
the Rev. J.E. Perrin, presided. In tb~ 
morning and evening sermons were 
preached by the Rev. W. ~- Hooper, of 
W althamstow, and collections made on 
behalf of the Sunday-school. 1n the after
noon Mr. Hooper delivered an address in 
th~ new school to the young, and appro
priate hymns were sung by the children. 
On the following evening, after a social 
tea-meeting in the new buildi,,g, which 
was tastefully decorated wit.h suitable 
mottoes, flags, flowers, &c., a meeting was 
held in the chapel, when Franklyn All
port, Esq., of Camberwell, presided, and 
addresses on the religious education of the 
young were delivered by the Revs. H. 
White and - Jones, Messrs. W. Jackson 
of the Sunday-school Union, E. Gilbert, 
and H. l:lurgess. The new structure bas 
been· much admired for its commodious
ness, chaste appearance, and adaptedness 
for the object to which it will be devoted. 
The cost of this erection is £160, towards 
which more than half bas been obtained. 

DRUMMOND-ROAD CHAPEL, BERMOND· 
SEY.-A commodious and ccmfortable 
building, combining Sunday-schools, 
class-rooms, and lecture-rooms, has been 
opened in connection with the above place. 
On Lord's-day, October 16, sermons were 
pr€ached by the Rev. Jesse Hobson. and 
the pastor, J. A. Brown, and a service for 
children was conducted by G. T. C'ongreve, 
Esq. On Tuesday, October 18, a tea and 
public meeting was held, J. Stiff, Esq., in 
the chair. Addresses by Rev. J. Farren, 
J. 0. Fellowes, G. McAll, T. V. Tymms, 
B. B. Wale, G. T. Congreve, Esq., and 
J. B. Mead, Esq. There is accommo
dation for 700 children in the school and 
class-rooms, and they are already full. 
Cost£ I, 435. On Wednesday, November 2, 
Henry Vincent, Esq., delivered an oration 
on Queen Elizabeth of England, in the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle (kindly lent for 
the occasion), the proceeds of which go 
to the school-building fund. 

Sir Robert Peel bas given to the Bap
tists at Tamworth a large building for a 
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tabernacle, at a nominal rent, and written 
a kind letter, which was read at the 
opening service. 

BAPTISMS. 
Rardwell, Su11olk.-Deo. 4, One, by John Banete· 
Dillingboro.-Dec. 1, Two, by J. Manning. 
But·gll, Lincoln.-Aug. 7, One; Dec. 4, Twoi by 

~Ir. Thomsetl 
&clmin&ter.-Dec. 1, Five, by W. NorriR. 
Colcl1e.,ter, Eld-lane Chapel.-Dec. 7, Three, by 

E. Spurrier. 
Oh.ester, Ha.milton-place.-Dec. 11, One, by P. 

Price. 
Corsh.am, Wilts.-Nov. a. Two, by the Pastor. 
Grea, Grimsby, Upper Burgcss-·street.-Dec. 1-5, 

Two, by E. Landerdale. 
Jei-sey, Grove-street.-Aug. 28, Two: Oct. 26, 

Two· Nov. 30, Three, by G. Hider. Those bap
tized1on November 30 were three French Christian 
lo.dies, who, having t&ken refuge in Jersey on 
account. or the dreadful we.r which ie now raging on 
the Continent, were led to com~ider tbe subject of 
baptism, and ultimately decided to follow their 
Lord therein. 

Lays Hill, Hereford.-May 22, Onei Sept. 26, Two, 
by S. Watkins. 

Leeds, York-roa.d.-Oct. 3, Two; Nov. 2i, One, by 
.T. Compson. 

Little Teio, Oxon.-Nov. 20, Five, by J. N. Smith. 
Luton, l:Sedfordshire.~Nov. 24, Eleven; Dec. 8, 

Eleven, by J. W. Genders. 
Malden, Beds.-Dec. 2, Seven, by T. Cardwell. 
Metropolitan Distr«:t-
Dalte,·,ea-Park.-N ov. 30, Six, by W. J. Mayers. 
Ranwell.-Dec. 12, One, by G. R. Lowden. 
Praed-slrtet.-Nov. 2; Ten, by J. Clifford. 
Shackelice!l.-Dec. 1, Two, by Dr. Co.ve. 
Trinity Chapel, Edgware•roa.d.-Nov. 28, Five, 

Dec. I, Two, by J. 0. Fellowes. 
MetropoUtan Tabernacle.-Dec. 1, Twenty; 15, 

eighteen, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
Monk1Dearmouth.-Nov. 4, Two; Nov. 16, One, 

byE.S. Neu.I. 
Montacute, Somerset.-Nov. 23, Two, by Dr. W. 

Bardin. 
Mff~~th, South WaMs.-No..-. 20, Five, by A. F. 

Stratford-on-Avon.-Nov. 23, Two, by Edmnnd 
Morley. 

Wooltcich, Queen•street. Aug. 28, One; No". 2i, 
Four, by Mr. Teall. 

Yarcombe, Devon.-Nov. 27, Four, by W. Fry. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
Mr. DAVID RosE.-On Saturday, Nov. 

5th, 1870, Mr. David Rose, who was for 
twenty-eight years a consistent and useful 
n_i.ember, and the last eight years of that 
tune an honoured deacon of the church 
m~eting at Queen-street Chapel, Wool
w1ch, entered his rest. The ancestors 
of Mr. Rose were among the first members 
~ho formed the church at Queen-8treet, ;n l 786 ; and his grandfather, Mr. Strad
ey, was one of the pious shipwrights 

who erected the original Queen-street 
chapel after their hours of labour were 
over in the royal dockyard. His mother, 
also, was a most honourable member of 
this community for considerably more 
than half a century, and seems to have 
been a woman of extraordinary eminence 
for her piety and ardent attachment to 
the cause of the Redeemer. David was 
her tenth child, and was born Jan. 11 th, 
1824. His devoted mother used to carry 
him to Queen-street chapel in the Ion" 
clothes of infancy, and, so far as we ea~ 
gather from the records of the Sunday. 
school, he entered that institution when 
about eight years of age. In 1842, he 
gave evidence of having "passed from 
death unto life "--he made application 
for church-fellowship, and was one of 
nine friends baptized by the Rev. John 
Cox, the last Sabbath of July in that 
year. From that time the sympathies, as 
well as the heart, of Mr. Rose appear to 
have been bound up with the welfare of 
everything connected with the place oi 
his spiritual birth. He was one of the 
steady and attached friends of the church 
and the pastor; studying, in every way, 
the prosperity of the one and the c0mfort 
of the other. On Nov. 27th, 1862, the 
brethren manifested their sense of his 
worth by electing him to the deaconship, 
and only those who were identified with 
him in that office will ever know his 
value, either as a wise friend, or a 
Christian "fellow-helper to the truth." 
Soonafterthiselection,however.symptoms 
of declining health made their appearance, 
such symptoms too as to cause the gravest 
anxiety alike to his family and friends. 
The services of eminent medical men were 
resorted to, and, for some time, the means 
used seemed to be successful. Alas ! this 
was only temporary. He was never well 
long together, and, in July last, such was 
his 8tate that thefaC1tlty were all puzzled 
to know what to do. "Serious mischief,'' 
said they, "is going on, both in the body, 
and on the brain," and by a post-mortem 
examination such a state of things was 
revealed as astonished every one. 011 
the fifth of Nov. the end came, for then, 
simply relying on the merits of his Saviour, 
he "went up higher" to be "for ever 
with the Lord." During his long illness 
he was wonderfully thankful and resigned, 
repeating twice a day, or even more 
frequently, the words of the Psalmist:-
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" Wnat shall I render unto the Lord for 
all His benefits toward me!" Yes! al
though about to leave a beloved wife a 
widow, :ind three sons, and a fatherless 
infant grandson, with au only daughter, 
also ,. widow, behind and fatherless, his 
con-fidence in God nev<lr wavered. He 
was buried by his pastor, the Rev. J. 
Teitll, in \Voolwich cemetery, and in the 
same grave with his sainted. parents. The 
funeral was &ttended by all the deacons 
of Queen-street chapel, and many other 
friends, and his funeral sermon was 
preached by Mr. Teall, on Sunday eveni.i:ig, 
Nov. 13th, from the words-" ln my 
Father's house are many mansions," John 
riY. 2. The crowds of persons who 
attended this service almost painfully 

evinced their deep ee1m, of his d'epartell 
worth ; and while every one tried' to feel, 
as well as to say-" Tile will of the Lord 
be done," still the feeling could not be 
suppressed that the Church of Christ 
can but badly spa.re such. examples of 
holy living, and consecrated devotedness. 
Farewell brother ! In this fact we will 
rejoice that although remo\'ed· from· tie 
comparatively early in life, the -years that;" 
have been taken from thy usefulness· on 
earth have been added to the blessedness 
of heaven-Yes! We hear thee saying-
"lamhome! Iamhomel andmyJesusisheW-

Oh! spirits immortal, make room: .for me' nettr·: 
He loved me, He led me: Oh I now let me come 
And lio at His feet-I am home! I am·hom'e·!" 

Woolwich. J. T'. 
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CHARLES BLACKS HAW. 
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TO THE RECREANT OF OUR RA.c~KS. • 

A SERMON, DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY 0, H. SPURGEON, 

" Shake thyself from the dust ; arise, and sit down, 0 ,Jerusalem : loose thyself 
fr?m the bands of thy neck, 0 captive daughter of Zion. "-fa.UAR Iii. 2. 

I sJIALL not attempt this evening to decipher the history of the prophecy with 
which these words are associated. To the Hebrew nation they were big with 
counsel, bright with hope. Apart, however, from the-connection in which it stands, 
this verse supplies a pointed practical au.dress of sterling value not to be limited by 
any private intel'pretation. Such a charge was well fitted for Israel of old; such 
counsel would be suitable to any church in a low condition; such advice is equally 
adapted to any Christian who has fallen into a low state, who is grovelling in 
the dust or among the ashes of Sodom. He is bidden to rise from the ground, and 
sit down upon a throne, for Christ hath made him a king and a priest. He is 
admonished to unbind all the cords that are upon him, that he may be free and 
happy in the Lord. To those of you then who have sunk into this distressing 
plight my text contains a vigorous appeal. Let me try to interpret it. 

First of all, I notice the obvious fact. THERE ARE SOME OF Gon's TRUE PEOPLE 
WJIO ARE IN A. VERY SAD CONDITION, 

This is an important consideration to us just now. If just on the eve of battle 
a commander should discover that an epidemic has broken out among his troops, he 
will be extremely anxious that any available remedy shall be tried; for if the 
soldiers be sick, how can they be expected to behave well on the morrow? So, it 
will sometimes happen that when we meant to serve our Master most, we are im
peded in Church action by the prevalence of some spiritual disease among the 
members of the Church. Perhaps I may be the means, to-night of finding out the 
sick ones, and indicating their symptoms, and-who can tell ?-perhaps this very 
night ere you come to the Table the blessed remedy may be applied, and at the 
Table, while you are feasting with Christ, your souls may become perfectly 
restored. 

Sometimes the children of God fall into a grievous state as to their faith, and 
their assurance of their own interest in Christ. They doubt whether they ar~ 
Christians at all; whether their experience is genuiue ; whether they ever did 
re~lly repent with a truly broken heart; whether they have received the precious 
faith-the faith of God's elect. At such times they question all their graces, and 
they are not able to get a satisfactory answer from one. At the same time these 
people of God may be so walking in outward consisten~y that everybody else thiuks 
w~ll of them. No one has any suspicion of them; but they suspect themselves 
grievously, and are tormented with the fear that they have a name to live, and are 
dead. I have known at such times that there will come at the back of all this some 
terrible doubts about the substantial verities of our faith. '' What," say you, '' doubts 
about the Godhead-doubts about the Saviour-doubts about the world to come?" 
ty, yes, and t? the _true ~eople of God. They will hate these dou~ts, and, in their 

eart~, they will still believe all the great fundamental and cardmal truths;_ but 
yet will they be sore put to it, and be frequently distressed. Thoughtfu!. mmds, 
an~ men of reading, will have philosophical doubts buzzing about them like mos-
9.U!toes on a summer's day. Others who are ignorant of philosophy, and, perhaps, 
it is well that they are, will be troubled with doubts of a rougher, coarser quality. 

TNhis Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting :wd translating i~ reserved. 
o. 147, Nmv SERIES. 
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Although they will not permit them so to dwell in their hearts, that they actually 
become unbelie,er~; yet _they will _be sore distressed with questions which they 
cannot answer, w1th emgmas whrnh they know not how to solve, and with 
strange intertwistings of difficulty which they know not how to untie. Perhaps 
too, at such a time as this, there will be over all, and worse than all, a stat~ 
of dreadful indifference creeping over them. They want to feel, but cannot feel. 
They would fain wring tears of blood out of their eyes ; but not an ordinary tear 
will drop. They want to be cut to pieces; they would welcome the most poignant 
sorrow, but they can only say-

" If ought is felt 'tis only pain 
'l'o feel I cannot feel." 

In such cases true believers are ~ure to resort. to t~e extraordinary use of the 
means of grace. I m~an they will add to the1~ ordmary use something more. 
Ha,e you never been 1_n such a state that the ~1ble has become uninteresting, or 
the only passages of Sc~1p_ture that seemed to strike you were dreadful threatenings 
concerning your own commg doom, as you thought; not a word of comfort not a 
syllable that made glad your spirit? You have gone to prayer, and the heavens 
have seemed to be brass, and, worse still, your own heart seemed to be brass 
too, and you could not stir it up to anything like an intensity of desire. You did 
not wonder that you got no answer. You would have wondered if such a prayer 
as yours could be heard at all. Ah ! and then you have gone up to the assembly 
of God's people, where, at other times, your heart has danced within you with holy 
joy. The minister'was not changed; perhaps at :first you thought he was; but on 
more attentive hearing, you noticed that .there was the same truth, and spoken in 
the same honest fashion ; but you could not hear it as you once did. Clouds with
out rain, and wells without water, all the ordinances seemed to be to you, and all 
the while, though you felt that you could not live like this, and said-

" Dear Lord, and shall I ever live 
At this poor dying rate? " 

yet somehow or other you could not get out of it. You felt like one manacled, as 
though a nightmare were upon you. You were distressed. You could not stir to 
break the spell. Your spirit cried out as best it could, "0, wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver ·me from the body of this death?" But the worst of it 
was that you did not feel th~t you were wr_etc~ed enoug~, and you did no~ seem to 
cry enough. You ·were afra1d you would sink mto a terrible lethargy, whJ.Ch would 
forerun a spiritual death altogether. 

Well my dear friends, I should not wonder but you brought this very 
much upon yourselve_s .. If you are in this state to-night, I would exhort you to 
question whether this 1s not the result of what you have often been warned of. 
Perhaps ,ou restrained prayer; perhaps in your happier days you grieved the Holy 
Spirit just when you were mo·st joyful and happy in His love. It may be that you 
grew worldly, or, perhaps, a long succession of little things, none of which you 
noticed at the time, have contributed to swell the stream of your present distress. 
At any rate whatever may be the cause of this state, I grieve that you are in it
grieve for di_y own sake, for your sa~e, for the sake of th_is Chll:rch, and for the 
sake of the world around you ; for, my brethren, your testJ.mony 1s, to a great ex
tent, silenced, and your strength to bear it enervated. That face of yours, once so 
happy, was a living advertisement of the Gospel. Your ~hee~ful temperament under 
trial was an invitation to si.Ilners to come and :find a like Joy. But now you are 
distressed, and you go mourning without the light of the sun. What can you 
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do while yon abide in such a state as that? You are like the bruised reed out of 
which no music can come, or like the smoking flax that yields no light but only a 
dolorous and nauseous smoke i' I am grieved that it should be so, became were 
you now to attempt a verbal testimony for Christ, it would be feeble, aud could not 
produce any great result. I remember when I began to teach in the Sunday
school, and I was very young in grace then, having said to the class of boys whom 
I was teaching that Jesus Christ saved all those who believed in Him. One of the 
boys asked me the question, " Teacher, do you believe in Him?" I replied, 
" Yes, I hope I do." And he enquired again, "But are you not sure?" I had to 
look to myself to know w)lat answer I should give. The lad was not content with 
my repeating, "I hope so." He would have it, "If you have believed in Christ 
you are saved." And I felt at that time that I could not teach until I could say, 
" I know that it is so." I must be able to speak of what I had tasted and handled 
of the good Word of Life. So, brethren, you will find that you only perplex those 
whom you fain would persuade if by your doubts you provoke them to say-" How 
can you expect us to believe at your mouth what you hesitate to seal with the 
witness of your own heart?" Unless the joy of the Lord is your strength, your 
soul will breathe a heavy atmosphere, and your utterance will be checked, if it is 
not choked by your misgivings." It is your confidence in Christ, and the peace it 
hrings you, that helps you to speak to others as a true witness, because you are an 
experimental witness of the power of true religion. Your verbal testimony, I say, 
is weakened-I fear to a very great extent-by the fog and vapour of your scruples, 
the scruples of a conscience that droops and flags. It is sad to think that while 
you are looking to your own soul in doubt whether you are saved or not, you have 
but little energy to spare in caring about the souls of others. Indeed, it is your 
lirst concern to see that you yourselves be saved. Till that all-important matter 
is resolved, your zeal for your neighbour's welfare is ill-timed. Why busy your
selves to keep other men's vineyards while your own is left to bt' overgrown with 
weeds ? And then, my dear friends, another melancholy aspect of this disability 
is, that all this while you are a detriment to your fellow Christians. It is hard 
enough to fight with Satan; but it is all the harder work for the army to 
have to carry so many sick folk with it, for it involves much more toil. You, 
whose faith'is all but gone, are like the baggage of an army; you hinder the rapid 
march of the brave soldiers of the Cross. How you depress others that are round 
about you! Once your voice was that of a brave hero, and you inspirited the 
troops; but now you pine, and cry, and make others hang their harps upon the 
willows_, and learn the same doleful tune as your own. It is a sad thing. I do not 
condemn you, but I greatly pity you, and I also greatly pity the Church of God, 
and the cause of God that it loses so much by you who ought, in gratitude to 
Christ, to do so much for Him. Alas, that the people of God should be sunk into 
so mournful a condition ! 

THE EXHORTATION then is pressed in all earnest. Hear it, oh ailing Christian! 
"Shake thys~lf from the dust; arise, and sit down, 0 Jerusalem; loose thyself 
from the bands of thy neck, 0 captive daughter of Zion." 

Now, my brother, content not thyself any longer with the state into which you 
ha!e fallen. May the Holy Spirit come to you, and prompt you to strike. Do 
strive to get out of this condition into one of happiness and strength. Let me try 
to encourage you a little, and may God enable you to the utmost. 

Remember, my dear friend,-suppose I am now talking to you alone-I 
almost wish I could grip your hand and lo'ok you olose in the face,-remember 
from whence you have fallen. Think of the peaceful hours you once enjoyed. Oh'. 
thy stony heart was not always so cold; the Word of God was not always so dry; 
the sanctuary wo.s not always so unprofitable. You have wrestled and prevailed; 
you know you have. You have pleaded with God, and you have had the desire of 
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your_ heart. You have communed with Christ, and yolU' soul has been like the 
chariots of Aminadab; and can you bear to think of this, and not cry,-

'' Return, 0 Holy Dove, return, 
Sweet Messenger of rest ! "? 

Can vou once ha,e known these things, and had the ftavour of them in your 
mouth, without hungering and thirsting after them again? Think of them, and 
perhaps, while you are musing upon the past, you may be helped by strong desires 
to return unto the place from which you went out. 

Think of the dan,qer yon are in at present. Who are they that arc most likely 
to fall into open sin? They are those who walk at a distance from Christ. lf 
you live in close communion with Jesus, you shall so share of your Shepherd's 
compll;llY that you ~hall hear the wolf's howl, but you shall not be likely to 
feel his fang. I believe that when any professor falls into a filthy sin, it is not the 
beginning, but the culmination of a process and growth in iniquity. The open;sin 
comes at the heels of a long succession of neglected prayers, of neglected worship of 
God in the family, a neglect of all communion with Christ, and negligence of 
e-very good thing. It is the fruit, not the seed of the evil which poisons the air 
and excites the public odium. Beware, then, 0 professor !-thou who hast lost the 
light of God's countenance-beware! beware, I pray thee, of that ill condition of 
soul which is the prolific parent of all distempers. . 

Remember, too, that there is real cause for apprehension, lest you never were 
safe. It is just possible that those doubts you feel are no insinuations of Satan, 
but the suggestions of an enlightened conscience, or even the whispers of the Holy 
Spirit. "Gnless you are indeed a Christian, in all probability, unless you now turn 
to God, you will become the willing servitor of the Devil. Unless '.you now, with 
full purpose of heart, seek to Christ, p!)rhaps the time has come when you will 
turn aside, like Balaam, for reward, or perish in the gainsaying of Korah. In some 
of those shapes in which wicked men have perished, you may despondingly or 
presumptuously rush on to destruction, and precipitate your final doom. Beware 
again, l say, 0 cold professor !-in God's name, beware of trilling when you have 
so much reason to tremble. 

My dear friend, I would put another thought into your mind which may help 
you. Perhaps you may think it is rather hampering than helping you, and tends 
more to depress than to deliver you. Remember how Justly you might now be left 
to your own dei:ices. You became carnally secure; you sinned away the light ?f 
God's countenance; you grieved His Spirit. What if He were now to say, " He 1s 
given unto idols ; let him alone" ? What tf from this day the Spirit should no 
more stri,e with you? What if, after all, though you have talked and preached 
to others, you yourself should be a castaway? I do but mention this],to arouse 
you, mv brother, if you are insensible. You know how sometimes the surgeon 
fears lest a man should sleep himself to death; and he will even drive pins into 
him, or make him walk, and drag him about the chamber, so as to arouse him. I 
would say anything, however sharp, if I might but wake you out of your lethargy. 
I know you would welcome it, and in due time thank me for the severity of the 
operation. , 

But I shall refrain, for methinks there is a better way than this. I want y_ou to 
arise and shake yourself from the dust, my poor desponding friend; because if the 
worst be the worst, and you be no Christian, no true believer, yet "Come now, let 
us reason too-ether, saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall b~ ~s 
-wool; though they be red like crimson, they shall be white as snow:" What 1f it 
has been all a mistake, and you never ought to have made 1t P:ofess10n; yet Jesus 
Christ receiveth sinners: come to Him now. I always find this the short way out 
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of 11, long drca.ry roa.d, a. quiok relief for acute maladies, a ready a.ntidote for 
doubts and fears, The Devil ha._s been arguing with Christians for so many years, 
that he understands the case agamst them a grea.t deal better than any of us do • 
and if we begin to controvert with him, we shall soon find that that old hater of 
man will soon get the mastery over us. But if we say, "I give it in, Satan
I give it in; I a.m a sinner-the chief of sinners; hast thou anything more to say? 
I give it all in i but I answer thee with this-' The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin; I believe in Him, and my sins are therefore washed 
away,' "-this is the high road to perfect comfort. I beg thee, my dear brother, 
to take it at once. Hear the word of the Spirit, which saith, " Repent, and do 
thy first works." The very first works were repentance and faith; and so even 
begin again. A.way to the fountain filled with blood! A.way to the cross, and 
give that life-look once more! A.way to the finished substitutionary sacrifice, and 
beneath the crimson canopy of the atonement hide thy guilty head. Oh! if thou 
doest this, thy light shall break forth as the morning, and thy glory as the noon
_day. The Lord help thee to do this now, and end the strife ! 

Let me also remind any Christian here full of doubt, and with the bands of his 
neck tight upon him, that the blood has not changed its power to cleanse. If it 
cleansed you twenty years ago, it can cleanse you still. Remember, Jesus has not 
lost His power to save, nor has He changed His character for willingness to save 
to the uttermost. 

'' Jesus sits on Zion's hill, 
He receives poor sinners still" 

Come, then, to the unchanging Saviour, Thou who hast been treacherous-thou 
whose heart has played the harlot to Christ-come back; for His love to thee has 
not waned, "Return unto me, 0 backsliding daughter, saith the Lord; for I am 
married unto thee." The prodigal's heart may change towards his Father, but his 
Father's heart never changes towards him. Return, then, for mercy waits thee, and 
not judgment long ago, He is God, and not man, else thou hadst been cons=ed. 
Return to-night; for He will put away thy sin like a cloud, and thy transgressions 
like a thick cloud. Duly acknowledge thy wandering-humble thyself because of 
thy trea.chery, and say, '' My Father, Thou shalt be the guide of my youth," and 
thou shalt be restored perfectly, and thy former joy shall come back to thee. 

Do I hear thee say, "But I am not fit to come back to Christ, and have joy in 
Him at once." Oh, sir! wert thou fit at first? No; and thou art not fit now, but 
,come and welcome. Christ wants nought from thee. Come and trust Him, and 
perfect salvation is thine, " Oh! but I cannot bear to look Him in the face, for I 
have lived so long without walking in His counsel." So much the more reason that 
thou shouldest not live another hour without Him. I charge thee, my poor distressed 
brother-I charge, thee, my troubled sister-by the love that Christ hath to thee, 
co~e to him now. Behold He stands at the door and knocks; if thou wilt open to 
~, thoµgh the house be not furnished, nor the table covered with a festival for 
Hun as it should be, yet will He come in and sup with thee, even with thee, and 
tho~ ~halt sup with Him to-night. I see no reason why the most desponding 
Christian here should not rejoice before he comes to the Table of the Lord. I do 
not know why the most barren amona- us should not be made--fruitful. This I do 
know, that we are not straitened in °Him; we are not straitened in His willing
ne_ss to bless, nor in His ability to comfort. Oh! beli_eve Him, Chri_stian ; belieye 
Hu~. If thou be not a Christian, cast thyself at His feet. He will not let thee 
perish. Lay hold, if it be but of the skirts of his garment, and do not let Him go. 
Do thou even now shake thyself from the dust, and put on thy beautiful garments. 

_A MOMENTOUS ODLIGATION WILL HENCEFORTII Rfa;T cPO~ YOU, I must close 
with this remark. I know there are many of God's people in the state I ha,e been 
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describing. I have the pain sometimes of trying to cheer them. I only hope that 
what I have said to-night may be blessed of God to them. I fully anticipate it. 
Here then is the practical point. "\VHEN TlIOU ART CONVERTED HTRENGTHEN TIIY 
JlRETHREN, 

Look out for those who are in the same state as you have been in, and be very 
tender over them. As you know their case, and have traversed that howling 
desert, you will be able to direct them. I have described your case, because I fear 
that I have sometimes been on the verge of it myself. I have found recovery by 
a fresh resort to the love of Christ, and a simple renewal of my trust in Him. 
I can, therefore, enter into your feelings, and ask you to try the same remedy. 
Aft€r you have found the remedy to be a good one, it is but a small return, and 
certainly it is due from you, to tell others how you have been restored. 

Some of you, beloved, have never been.thus carried into captivity. I pray God 
you ne,er may _be. There is no necessity for it ; but let me entreat you to walk 
very tenderly with your God. We serve a jealous God. He will wink at many 
an act of insubordination done by his enemies ; the one tithe of which if done by 
His favourite ones, his elect, his darlings, He will hide His face from them at once, 
" You only have I known of all the people of the earth, therefore I will punish you 
for your iniquities." Saith He not-•'As many as I love I rebuke and chasten?" A 
sinner may go on wantonly unrebuked; he may add house to house, and field to 
field, and he may think himself secure ; God will deal with him in the next world. 
But the heir of heaven is under a discipline of Divine love, and God will deal with 
him in this world ; and among the chastisements of departure from Christ will be 
the loss of comfort, the loss of power to do good, and I know not what other 
affliction added thereunto in his soul or in his circumstances. Dear brother, walk 
carefully, then; while you have light, walk in the light. Oh! prize the sweet 
love of Christ; never, never let it go. Say unto your soul, when Christ is in your 
heart, " I charge you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes and by the hinds of 
the field, that ye stir not up nor wake my love until He please." Introduce no 
rival's love, and no worldliness; fall into no inconsistencies, but pray for grace 
that with holy jealousy you may still dwell in the light and find favour in His eyes. 

And being thus kept near to God, and being strong in the power of His 
might, come and give back the strength to Him from whom you derived it. Stand 
up for Christ. 1 believe we · are never happier than when we have plenty to 
do. Idleness is the mother of vexation. A Christian who does but little for Christ, 
unless he is prevent€d from doing it by suffering, will, as a rule, be a miserable 
man. You active Christians, active in body and nimble in spirit,-,-you joyous 
Christians, who walk in the light of God's countenance,-" work while it is day; for 
the night cometh when no man can work." Let us pledge each other to-night that 
we will now seek the good of Zion. Members of this Church, none of you be 
recreant to the loyalty which you owe to Christ, in this the hour when _we seek_ to 
press forward as one man in the battle of our Mas!~r. I ~ould sta,nd s1de-by-s1de 
with you to take my share ; but what can one do 1f he abide alone P My br_etbren 
in office will not be backward, I know; but what can we do? Keep step with u_s, 
my brethren, in pleading for souls, in proclaiming the Gospel, in seeking to wm 
the many to the knowledge of the Saviour; and the Lord will bless us, even, our 
own God will bless us. Shaking ourselves from the dust, and breaking oft t~e 
bands of our own sloth, God will come with His crown of benediction, and place it 
on His Church's head; and when we get that covered prize, let u~ !~old_ it fas{' 
that no man take it from us. Let us go forward as a Church m mdissoluh 8 

union, and in unwearied service, until He shall come whose '' Well done!" shall 
be our best reward. 

The Lord bless you, and at His Table may the King's sweet spikenard give forth 
a ddightful perfume to every spiritual heart.-Amen. 
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oEssans anb Japtrs .on ~ligious Jubjtds. 

"EVERYTHING :FOR NOTHING." 

DY TIIE REV. J. TEALL. 

"A v1mY singular title for a paper for 
the JJfessenger," exclaims my reader; 
" I wonder what it means! '' Well, I 
wfll tell my friend how I came to think 
of it, at any rate, and probably, when 
we have done, what has been written 
will justify the title. On a certain 
Thursday evening, only a week or two 
ago, I was asked by the deacons of a 
church near me, whose minister had 
left them, if I could give them a sermon, 
so helping them and thus manifesting 
my sympathy with the brethren in their 
difficult position. I complied, and that 
very cheerfully too, with the request 
made to me, and the service over, one 
of the friends, standing with purse in 
hand, and looking me very fully, yet 
kindly, in the face said, "What can I 
offer you?" My answer was given to 
him in one moment and in one word, 
"Nothing," said I. I felt persuaded 
that I could bett.er afford to give these 
good people my services than they could 
afford to give me their money. Nothing 
did I expect, nothing would I receive. 
The worthy deacon seemed alike pleased 
and surprised at my laconic reply, and 
exclaimed, "Capital! ~ow that is the 
Gosp·er, for I once heard a good man 
describe it thus-' The Gospel is every
thing for nothing.' Your Gospel is 
everything, and we have it for nothing. 
Thank you.'' I assured my friend that 
he was welcome to any service I had 
rendered to himself and his brethren, 
shook him by the hand and said ":Fare-

ll ,, w· , we . alking back to my residence, 
however, I could not forget what had 
been said to me : no, the words of the 
good deacon kept ringing in my ears. 
"The Gospel is everything for nothing." 
Odome, thought I, that is not a very bad 

efi~ition of the Gospel after all. 
Quaint, perhaps, but certainly true. 
Surely the Gospel is "everything," and 

equally certain is it that it is " every
thing for nothing.'' Let us dwell a 
little upon the two thoughts thus 
suggested. 

:First of all-Tm;; GosrEL rs EVERY

TIIING. And what do we mean by '' The 
Gospel?" The word "Gospel" in the 
original signifies " good news," "glad 
tidings.'' Thus the message of the 
angel to the shepherds, assuring them 
that the promised Messiah had really 
appeared, reads thus : "Fear not, for 
behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.'' So, 
too, the work of "Emanuel, God with 
us," is thus described afterwards by the 
same evangelist-'' He went throughout 
every city and village, preaching and 
showing the glad tidings of the kingdom 
of God." I cannot conceive of anything 
that can possibly be better expressed, 
for, admitting that man, in the state 
into which sin has cast him, needs 
"good news," and must have these 
" glad tidings" or perish eternally, the 
Gospel most assuredly becomes all these 
to him. Yes, looking at him from what 
stand-point soever you may, the Scrip
tures meet him everywhere with "glad 
tidings," and tell him that let his cir
cumstances be never so distressing or 
apparently hopeless, from these he may 
obtain relief. Had he remained as he 
was created, sinless and perfect, then 
these "glad tidings" might have been 
dispensed with; but now, indeed, to all of 
us they are " everything." Let us see if 
it be not so; and where shall we begin? 

T imagine a man deeply invoh-ed in 
debt. He has been thoughtless, reck
less, or perhaps unfortunate, at any 
rate unsuccessful, and loss followed loss, 
till the poor fellow became ruined. See 
the officers as, armed with a " writ" 
from the sheriff, they invade his house. 
Sternly do they demand admittance. 
Yes, and wife may weep, and children 
may stand speechless and amazed, but 
all 'is of no use. He is hurried to the 
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debtor's cell, and as the massive door 
closes behind him, some hard-hearted 
creditor winds the matter up thus
" There, you rogue, find your quarters 
in that home till you have paid the 
uttermost farthing." In course of time, 
however, a friend, unconscious it may 
be of what has happened, knocks at his 
door. There is none to answer. He 
inquires, investigates, resolves. He 
finds the wife who, with tearful eye, 
tells him all, and, at once, the thing is 
as good as done. Yes, he will pay. 
See him, then, as he hastes away to the 
proper authorities, meets the demand, 
discharges the debts, and claims the 
release of his friend. Shortly after 
that door reopens, and an official, putting 
the document of release into the hand 
of his prisoner, addresses him thus: 
"Sir, your debts are paid, the law is 
satisfied, we have no longer any power 
to detain you." What say you, my 
reader, is that "good news?" Nay, is 
it not '' everything" to him? True, for 
the moment he may be ignorant of the 
circumstances, nevertheless the " glad 
tidings" are the same. My friend, all 
this is Scriptural truth-aye, and des
criptive of our Gospel too. No poverty 
is like the poverty of the soul. Hear 
the spirit describe this: " Thou sayest 
I am rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing, and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and mise
rable, and poor, and blind, and naked." 
Well, from this poverty our Gospel an
nounces relief, Yes, look at the Master 
as He holds that touching dialogue with 
Simon concerning the poor woman and 
her box of ointment. Whether the 
creditor "owed five hundred pence" or 
"fifty," they were equally helple~s, an_d 
very beautifully does Jesus describe his 
work in these words : " And when they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both." Our "Gospel" announces 
the jubilee. Hence we say-

" Ye bankrupt debtors know 
The sovereign grace of heaven; 

Though sums immense you owe, 
A free discharge is given. 

The year of Jubilee is come, 
Return, ye ransom'd sinners, home." 

Again-I imagine a man in slavery 
and bonda,qe, He is merely a part of 
the chattels of some tyrannical slave·
holder; yes, and so he must remain, for 
his freedom he cannot purchase, and 
there seems no relief. True, he may 
moisten his bed of straw with his tears, 
and seem to help the breezes with a sigh, 
but these unrivet not his shackles, nor 
manumit his limbs. No, he is a slave 
still, and, as such, can neither act nor 
speak, nor think for himself. Suppose 
then that some day, when toiling beneath 
the searching rays of an orient sun, 
the crack of the whip his only incentive, 
and the curse of the driver his only 
praise, just then, some tender-hearted 
friend pays the price of his redemption, 
and puts into his hard and horny hand 
the paper that makes him free. Why, 
acting thus causes new life to flow 
through the system, and does more for 
his comfort than anyone could do by con
ferring npon him the wealth of an empire 
without his release. My reader, all this 
is Scriptural truth. No slavery can 
possibly equal the thraldom of sin, the 
vassalage of Satan. And naturally this 
bondage holds every man. Yes, there 
is "the snare of the devil," and we 
"are taken captive by him at his will.'' 
Now all the figures that are used to 
describe the blessings of the Gospel 
imply liberty. I think this was the 
idea that Jesus Himself would convey 
when He says, "I am the door; by me, 
if any man enter in, he shall be sa:ved, 
and shall go in and out.'' "In andt 
out;" liberty, for when such an one goes 
in, he is not shut in like a prisoner, and 
when he goes out, he is not shut out 
like a stranger. No, rather he has the 
privilege of going or stopping as he 
pleases. Moreover the Apostle speaks 
of " The glorious liberty of the chil~r~n 
of God.'' "Now the Lord is that spmt, 
and where the spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty.''. .A.ye, and this is liberty _of 
the highest and noblest character. It1s, 

".A. liberty 
Which monarchs cannot grant, nor all 

the powers 
Of earth and hell confederate take away, 
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Which whoso tastes can be enslaved no 
more-

A liberty of heart derived from heaven." 

Oh, liberty is "everything" to the cap
tive, and the Gospel is "everything" 
tt>me. · 

Once more-I imagine a man ajflicted 
with a loathsome disease. There is 
something about him that has long baffled 
and defied all medical skill. True, he 
may have spent a fortune in trying the 
various remedies suggested, but all in 
vain. Why, the Evangelist mentions 
exactly such a case. Hear him-" A. 
certain woman which had an issue of 
blood twelve years, and had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and 
had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but rather grew 
worse, when she had heard of Jesus, 
came in the press behind and touched 
his garment." Oh! how very painful 
all this must be. A.nd, alas, there are 
many such maladies. Now, let suph an 
individual become suddenly acquainted 
with a remedy previously unheard of, 
but which, in his case, is all-potent for 
a cure, and, oh what astonishment. 
Hear him: "W onld that I had heard 
-0f this before ; my pain wonld have 
been prevented; my comfort would have 
been increased; my money would.have 
been saved. By this medicine I have 
health; tome it is everything." My 
reader, believe me, all this again will 
represent Scriptural truth; what disease 
can be worse than that of sin? Or what 
more universal in its terrible influences? 
Hear the word of the Lord : '' The 
whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint. From the sole of the foot even 
~to the head there is no soundness in 
1t,:but wounds, and bruises, and putri
fy1;1lg sores ; they have not been closed, 
n~1ther bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment." Terrible indeed is this 
deecription; but oh, my soul, how true, 
Now, for all this soul-sickness the Gos
pel makes known a relief. Yes, it tells 
of the " balm in Gilead " and of the 
"physician there." It dssures us that 
dno case can be too long-standing or too 

esperate to be out of the reach of His 

aid. That as, in the days of His flesh 
the maimed, the halt, the deaf, the 
dumb, the blind,-yea, the very dead 
themselves,-obtained relief and re-vi
vifying, so it is now, for health of soul 
assuredly proceeds from Him. Yes, all 
this dear Watts knew, so sang-

,' The vices of the mind He heals, . 
And cures the pain that nature feels; 
Redeems the soul from hell, and saves 
Our wasting life from threatening 

graves." 

My reader! Is not " good news " like 
this " everything ? " 

One thought will not allow itself to 
be put aside here. It must have notice, 
and it is this: No figure can do either 
our Gospel or our Jesus justice. No, 
use what comparisons we may to exhibit 
both His person and His work, still, "in 
all things He must have the pre-emi
nence." Yes, and if ever this was true, 
it is so in the matter now under review. 
I said just now the very dead were by 
Him restored, but by no other hand 
could this be accomplished. The spirit 
once departed, would obey no human 
summons to return to its tabernacle of 
clay, for "from that bourne no traveller 
returns." The Gospel, however, tells 
of a power which spiritually, at any 
rate, can accomplish this. Yes, the 
soul of man, when gone beyond all other 
help, can "hear the voice of the Son of 
God and live." Hence Paul declares 
that in the case of the brethren both at 
Ephesus and Colosse, it had been so, 
for we read thus of the former : " You 
hath He quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins," and thus of the 
latter: "You, being dead in your sins 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath He quickened together with Him, 
having forgfren you all trespasses." 
Thus it was with the saints who are now 
before the throne, and thus it was with 
me. My friend, whose eye falls upon 
this page, what sayest thou? Looking 
at ourselves as bankrupt, as enslaved, 
as afflicted, as dead, is not the Gospel 
which tells of deliverance from all the~e 
well described iu this one word
" EYER YTIIING ? " Space forbids our 
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saying aught in this paper of the terms 
upon which we obtain all this. Let 
my reader W!lit a month, and perhaps 
the Divine Spirit may help us to show 
him that we have it all '' FoR NOTHING." 

"Light from the Cross ; oh, may it gild 
my page, 

Irradiate my mind, and nerve my 
hand 

To write of things which still from age 
to age 

iVill form the songs they sing in 
spirit land." 

IT"oolwich. 

THE BRUISED REED. 

BY REV, T. R, STEVENSON, 
"A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoki.na

fta:s: shall He not quench."-Matthew xii 20. • . 0 

JEROME, one of the fathers of the early 
Church, thinks that this verse refers to 
the Jews and the Gentiles of our Lord's 
day. The bruised reed was the Jew, 
the smoking flax was the Gentile. 
There is much appropriateness in the 
interpretation. \Vere not the Hebrew 
people like a bruised reed ? Indeed 
they were. They were bruised politi
cally. Subject to the Romans, they 
had ceased to be an independent nation. 
Each citizen was galled to the quick at 
havi_ng to pay tribute to a foreign 
power. They were bruised socially. 
Home life was in a state of disorgauisa
tion. Hence the work of John the 
Baptist was represented as consisting 
in turning " the hearts of the fathers 
to the children, and the children to the 
fathers." They were bruised spiri
tually. Simeon and Anna, Joseph and 
Mary, were exceptions to the rule. 
The mass of the people were in a 
mournfully degenerate plight. The 
Gentiles were like smoking flax. Virtue 
was a feeble flame which flickered and 
threatened to go out. Seneca, a philo
sopher who was then living, complained 
that instead of decency, there was inde
cency ; instead of honour, dishonour ; 
iustead of reason, insanitv. 

But the words will admit of a far 

wider application. The bruised reed 
means weakness. A reed is at best one 
of the feeblest of plants. It is unlike 
the sturdy ash or the robust oak. How 
impotent, then, must a bruised reed be! 
A touch will break it. Smoking flax 
too, is the very emblem of strengthless~ . 
ness. A wick needing new oil will 
soon expire. Who are the bruised reed 
and the smoking flax? All God's ser
vants. At one time or another, each of 
the Master's followers resembles them. 
The promise may, therefore, be fitly 
appl~ed to those classes, the imperfect, 
the mcompetent, and tJ;ie impoverished. 

l. THESE WORDS ARE APPLICAilLE TO 
THE IMPERFECT. 

What good man is not sometimes 
bruised in spirit on account of his 
shortcomings? Who does not have to 
mourn over inconsistencies and depar
tures from duty? 

It may be that we are conscious of 
unfulfilled obligations to God. A living 
divine of large experience, says, " I 
wish I could see a right sort of prayer
meet~ng. We have better prayer
meetmgs here than they have in many 
places: but I have heard in this lecture
room prayers that I don't think went 
higher than the ceiling, talks that had 
no life in them, said simply because you 
had come to say something, and thought 
that was about the right thing to say." 
This is putting the matter strongly. 
Albeit, there is need of outspoken 
honesty here. Means of grace are too 
often dry and cold ancl formal. More 
than that. Such is sometimes the cha
racter of our private devotions. We 
might almost venture, with profound 
reverence, to change the form of O\ll' 

Lord's caution, and say, "Watch when 
you pray." 'l'o borrow an illustration 
from nature : one of the most destruc
tive creatures is the white ant. That 
little insect, an inch long, will insert 
itself into the largest wooden structure 
that men can put np, and in the cour_se 
of time it will eat away the whole of it, 
leavino- nothino- but the thinnest outer 
shell ; t> the building will look as if nu
thing had befallen it; the shape will ?e 
unaltered ; but put your finger upon 1t, 
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or bring the slightest pressure to bear 
on it, and you will find that it is no 
longer solid, but a hollow and useless 
outline. In like manner, it is possible 
for the ant of formality to eat out the 
soul of our supplications. The husk 
remains, but the kernel of meaning is 
gone. 

Or, perhaps, we are self-condemned 
on account of neglecting 'some duty to 
man. The unconverted often make 
morality a substitute for religion. The 
danger of the converted is to do the 
reverse, make religion a substitute for 
high and disinterested morality. Hence 
when our Lord spe:i,ks to His disciples 
about the last judgment, He brings 
before them feeding the hungry, visit
ing the sick, and the like, as the grand 
criterions of the final day. He saw 
where their peril lay; He marked the 
error into which they were liable to fall. 
There are few of us who do not have, 
ever and anon, to cry : " We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother." The 
golden rule is frequently forgotten; we 
are prone to ignore the Saviour's "new 
commandment." 

Yes, we are bruised reeds as regards 
our characters, and smoking flax in re
ference to our spiritual attainments. 
What then ? Shall we despond ? No ! 
Listen : '' The bruised reed will He not 
break, and smoking flax will He not 
quench." He will repair and strengthen 
the reed of our duty to God ; He will 
make our prayers better and nobler. 
How? By prayer. If we cannot pray 
well, let us pray about it. That is one 
of the best remedies for heartlessness in 
devotion. At a conference at Soham, 
a man of but slender abilities was asked 
to pray. He felt much embarrassed and 
whispered to Andrew Fuller;-" I do 
not know how to go on." " Tell the 
Lor~ so," was the trite reply. He did, 
makmg it his first petition. Need we 
add that he prayed well after that? 
Wordsworth was right: 

" The prayers I make will then be sweet 
indeed, 

If Thou the spirit give by which I 
pray; 

My unass\sted h~art is barren clay, 
That of its native self can nothing 

feed· • 
Of good ~nd pious works Thou art the 

seed, 
That quickens only where Thc,u sayest 

it may." 

As much may be said touching the 
neglect of our duty to our fellows. The 
mercy-seat is the true refuge in such 
cases. :Never shall we feel so disposed 
to be kind and forgiving, affectionate 
and self-denying on behalf of those 
around us, as when we have poured oµt 
our souls before the Infinite Father. 
A child who had been piously trained, 
once lost a toy. At first he cried, but 
afterwards he prayed. " What is the 
good of praying? Will prayer bring 
back your toy?" ":No," he replied, 
"but it has made me willing to do 
without it." And it will make us 
willing to do without many thing-s that 
we too readily cling to ; willing to do 
without selfishness ; willing to be bene
volent; willing to bless our needv 
brethren. • 

II. THESE WORDS .urn .ll'PLIC.\BLE TO 
THE L\[POVERISHED. 

Such of God's people as are deprived 
of health, business, friends, or any 
other earthly comfort, are bruised reeds 
and smoking flax. In many wavs does 
Christ seek to help them. Here· is one 
-by reminding them that their best 
blessings are unalterable. " 1.lary hath 
chosen the good part which shall not be 
taken away from her." "Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
steal." Afflicted brother, reflect for a 
moment. You have been called to part 
with many comforts; but think of all 
that is left. Have you lost Christ? 
Have you forfeited pardon? Has the 
Gospel departed? Has the hope of 
glory perished P Rejoice! your choicest 
property is unchangeable. There was 
once a great king. On the day of hi, 
coronation he macle a grancl holiuay. 
The soldiers marched in procession 
around the palace. All the noblemen 
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of his king·dom were there richly 
dressed. Bands of music were 11laying, 
colours were streaming in the wind, and 
everything looked bright and beautiful. 
As the monarch looked at the grand 
sight, he was delighted. Turning to 
one of his attendants, he said, " is it 
not perfectly glorious ? " " Please, 
your majesty," '\'\"as the answer, "one 
thing is wanting to make it perfect." 
"What is that?" asked the King. 
" Conti'nuance," was the reply. Even 
so : " Continuance" is the one deficiency 
of all earthly things. How delightful 
to remember the contrast thus afforded 
by religic,n. It has always comforted 
saints. Paul said, " I suffer trouble as 
an evil doer even unto bonds, but the 
Word of God is not bound." Though 
his body was chained, his soul was 
made free by the truth. John said, " I 
wish that in all things thou mayest 
prosper, and be in health as thy soul 
prospereth." Circumstances may be 
poor, while character is rich. Physical 
malady does not necessitate spiritual 
disease. Peter said, " The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away, but the Word of our God shall 
stand forever." 

Let such thoughts console and ani
mate ns in seasons of privation. To 
quote from a certain author: "If I am 
a little child, and some one has give;n 
me a rich, ripe peach that I am carrying 
daintily in my hand, and a boy snatches 
it, and runs off with it, I mourn over 
it. But if I own a hundred acres of 
peaches, I say, ' He is an ill-mannered 
wretch ; but never mind, I've plenty 
more.' If a poor Sfamstress in an attic, 
as her only treasure, has a rose-tree her 
mother gave her before she died, and 
the rats eat it, what a woe! But if a 
lady has immense gardens, and some 
thieves steal a wheel-barrow of flowers, 
she has no need to mourn deeply.'' The 
application is plain. Our best treasures 
are so secure and manifold, that we 
should not grieve too much when de
prived of lesser possessions. 

Ill. THESE WORDS ARE APPLICABLE 
TO TIT.E D:COMPETENT. 

Every one who tries to be useful feels 

sometimes his incompetency. Even 
Paul cried, " Who is sufficient for these 
things?" The vessels in which God 
deposits His riches and treasm-es are but 
earthen vessels liable to be broken and 
mutilated. " I am doing no good. My 
efforts are useless. I labour in vain." 
Thus are we tempted to speak at certain 
seasons. 

But " the bruised reed will He not 
break, and smoking flax will He not 
quench." What abundant encourage
ment does He offer to all earnest toilers 
in His vineyard. Feeble means are 
often /successful means. When. it was 
proposed to erect a suspension bridge 
over the Falls of Niagara some difficulty 
was experienced. :A.t length the ob
stacles were overcome. A slender thread 
attached to a kite was sent across, a 
cord was attached to the thread, ropes 
and chains to the cord, and thus the 
waters [were spanned. God frequently 
makes use of slender abilities.in bring
ing men oyer the ra1>ids of sin to the 
shore of salvation. Beautiful, indeed, 
and stimulating are the oft-quoted 
words of the Apostle: "God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty ; 
and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought the things that are: that no 
flesh should glory in His presence." 
Earnestness will compensate for many 
deficiencies. A nobleman once showed 
one of his tenants his casket of jewels. 
As they gazed at the sparkling gems, the 
former remarked, "They are beautiful 
enough, but they do me no good. Not 
a farthing of revenue do they yield 
me." " Ah," answered the man, "but 
I could show you, at my home, a couple 
of stones that did not cost me five 
pounds that bring me in hundreds a
year." What did he mean? He re
ferred to two mill-stones which, by 
turning corn into flour, yielded ~n 
ample income. There is a moral !Il 

this. Flashing talent and brilliant ~t
tainments are often profitless, while 



ESSAYS AND PAPERS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, 41 

love and zeal are the means of accom
plishing much usefulness. 

Away, then, with our doubts! Let 
us give,to the winds our fears. "Have 
faith in God." Work believingly and 
prayerfully, and labour shall not be 
"in vain in the Lord." "They that 
sow in tears sl?-all reap in joy." 

Luton. 

THE BAPTISTS IN THE UNITED 
STATES-RHODE ISLAND. 

ON the 21st of December last, the 250th 
anniversary of the landing of the 
Pilgrim Fathers was celeqrated at Ply
mouth, Massachusetts. What a con
trast between the celebration of the 
landing and the landing itself. Imagine 
a small ship approaching a barren wil
derness. She steers straight towards a 
boulder on the sandy coast. Eighteen 
souls are on board. There is not one 
to give them a cheering word. See the 
change which has come over the scene. 
Instead of a bleak desert, you have 
before you cultivated fields and a large 
and beautiful city. Instead of a few 
lone and shelterless exiles, behold thou
sands of their descendants, from thirteen 
states of the Union, surrounded by all 
the comforts of civilised life, meeting 
on this memorable spot. The pilgrims 
removed from England to Holland as a 
church, and emigrated to America as a 
church. Their aim was to establish 
freedom, to worship God. A line of 
distinction must be drawn between the 
Puritans of Salem and Boston, and the 
colony at Plymouth. The first settlers 
at Boston and vicinity belonged chiefly 
to that class of Nonconformists who did 
not, while in England, wholly leave the 
Established Churol:i ; all they wanted 
was a reform in the Church. 

To the prinoiple of an establishment 
t~ey did not objeot. This difference of 
views on the part of the two colonies 
~ad no small influence on their conduct 
1n after times, and it is a well-known 
fact that most of the persecuting mea
sur~s ~hioh disgraced these Anglo
puritans were originated at Boston and 

Salem ; while on the other hand the 
Plymo~th sett~ers, with. scarcely any 
except10n, mamfested a m1ld and benig
nant spirit. There were unquestionably 
Baptists among the earliest emigrants 
to the American continent. In Feb. 
1631, Roger Williams arrived at Nan
tucket. He was not then a Baptist. 
On reaching Boston he found that the 
Church formed there wielded the sceptre 
of civil power. He at once expressed 
his dissatisfaction and emphatically pro
nounced that civil governments being 
constituted only for civil and secular 
ends, the magistrate has no right to 
interfere in the affairs of conscience. 
His mind seems to have fully grasped 
the great truth that a church esta
blished by civil law, cannot be a true 
church of Christ, that so far as civil 
authority enforces religious duties, so 
far the church which permits it becomes a 
kingdom of this world and not the spiri
tual empire of which Jesus Christ is the 
only Head. ThedominantpartyatBoston 
became infuriated at the enunciation of 
such sentinients as these, and Williams 
removed to Salem. There he became 
assistant to Mr. Skelton, the pastor of 
the church, but he was not suffered to 
remain long unmolested. From Salem 
he went to Plymouth. At Plymouth he 
was received with much respect, and 
became associated in the ministry with 
Mr. Ralph Smith. He continued in 
this town about two years. His views 
on ecclesiastical polity were not accep
table even here to several prominent 
men, and, at the urgent request of many 
friends, he returned to Salem. Only a 
brief period, however, elapsed before the 
ruling powers commenced. against hinl 
those legal proceedings which terminat_ed 
in his banishment. So open and undis
guised was Mr. Williams in enouncing 
and defending his views, that from his 
first settlement in the countrv he was 
looked upon with dread. .:S:is com
mandino- eloquence and untirmg zeal 
only enhanced this feeling. The grand 
doctrine of liberty of conscience was 
then a novelty, and it was the glory of 
Roger Williams that in such an age he 
proclaimed it, defended it, suffered for 
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it, and finally triumphantly established 
1t. 

On the 3rd of November, 1635, the 
Supreme Court determined to compel 
him to return to England. In January 
1G36 he left his home, and for fourteen 
weeks wandered about, sometimes 
through the howling wilderness amidst 
savage men and beasts of prey, and 
sometimes in an open boat, and always 
exposed to the inclemency of the weather. 
Of this eventful journey but few details 
are left on record. After making up 
his mind to settle at Seekonk, now called 
Rehoboth, he was informed by Governor 
Winslow of Plymouth that it would be 
better for him to leave the Bay State 
and cross the river, and thus be alto
gether out of the territories occupied by 
his enemies. In a canoe, with five 
friends, Wm. Harris, John Smith, 
Joshua Y crrin, Thos. Angell, and 
Francis Weeks, he moved down the 
stream. As they approached the little 
cove near Tockwotton, now India Point, 
they were saluted, by a company 
of Indians, with the friendly inter
rogation, Tf7iat cheer? They did not 
remain . there long, but passed around 
India and Fox Points, and proceeded up 
the river on the west side of the penin
sula to a spot near the mouth of the 
Moshassuck river. Tradition reports 
that Mr. Williams landed near a spring. 
Here he founded a town, and in recog
nition of God's merciful providence to 
him gave it the name of Providence. 
He lived for more than forty yP,ars after, 
and died on this spot in a good old age. 
There was a heroic grandeur in this 
man's endurance and fortitude, there 
was unsparing self-devotion to the in
terests of humanity; there was a sim
plicity, sincerity, and earnestness in his 
whole career and character, which must 
ever command our warmest sympathy 
and admiration.• The historian Ban
croft says, "Roger Willillms was the 
first person in modern Christendom to 
assert, in its plenitude, the doctrine of the 

• The Bou. R. C. Winthrop. a descendant of 
(-:i0~eru0r \\Yiotbrop in Roger William;:;'i:; time. in 
his udmim.hle flddre1:1H at the celel1ration of the 
Landing of the Pilgrims in December lai;t. 

liberty of conscience, the equality of 
opinions before the law, and in its de
fence he was the harbinger of Milton, 
the precursor and superior of Jeremy 
Taylor." 

In the town of Providence, Rhode 
Island, was founded by Roger William& 
in 1639, the first Baptist church on the 
American continent. I know of but four 
older churches on your side of the water. 
Eythorne, Kent, was formed in 1604; 
Commercial-street church, London, in 
1633; Wrexham, Denbighshire, in 1635; 
Devonshire-square, London, in 1638. 
The first members of the church in Pro
vidence were twelve in number, namely, 
Roger Williams, Ezekiel Holliman, 
Stuckley W estcot, John Green, Richard 
)Vaterman, Thomas James, Robert Cole, 
William Carpenter, Francis Weston, and 
Thomas Olney. As the whole company 
deemed themselves unbaptized, and they 
knew no administrator in any of the 
infant settlements to whom they could 
apply, it was arranged for Ezekiel Holli
man, a man of ability a:r;i.d piety, to 
baptize Mr. Williams, who afterwards 
baptized Mr. Holliman and the other 
ten. 

This church was soon joined by twelve 
other persons, who settled in Rhode 
Island. Divine worship for some time 
was conducted in a grove, except in 
wet and stormy weather, when the 
brethren assembled in private houses. 
Mr. Williams was pastor of the church 
for about four years. After his return 
from, England, whither he had gone to 
obtain a charter for the colony, his time 
was occupied in preaching to the settlers, 
in promoting the general welfare of the 
Indians, and in consolidating matters 
connected with the government. He 
was repeatedly chosen president. The 
Rev. Chad Brown was the second pastor 
of the church. Driven by persecution 
from Massachusetts, he removed to Pro
vidence in 1636. He was one of the 
town proprietors, and to this day his" 
name is remembered with esteem ancl 
affection. He was the ancesto• of a 
large and influential family, who have 
been for many years, by their: public 
spirit and liberality, identified with the 
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fortunes of the pla.ce, a.nd with the 
ea.use of Jitera.ture and Christianity. 
Mr. Brown wa.s succeeded by the Rev. 
Gregory Dexter. He knew the art of 
printing, and had been a. correspondent 
of Mr. Roger Willia.ms, and had printed 
his "Key to the Indian Language," in 
London, in 1643. Rev. Thos. Olney, a 
native of Hertford, Er.gland, and Pardon 
Tillonghast, a native of Beachy Head, 
became successively pastors of the church 
after Mr. Dexter. The first h0use of 
worship was built by him at his own 
expense, and he received no compensa
tion whatever for his ministerial ser
vices. These worthy men were followed 
by Rev. E. J enkes, the first American 
minister who preached in Providence ; 
James Brown, grandson to the Rev. 
Chad Brown; and the Revs. S. Windsor, 
father and son. Rhode Island College, 
was originated under the direction of 
the Rev. Dr. James Manning, in 1765, 
at Warren. In 1770, by a vote of the 
corporation, it was removed to Provi
dence. Dr. Manning became pastor of 
the church there. For three years he 
preached with great acceptance, but 
without much visible success. Tn 1774 
one of those wide-spread revivals of 
religion with which the American 
churches have been remarkably blest, 
pervaded the town of Providence. Its 
commencement was small, but its results 
were great and glorious, At a time 
when there seems not to have been a 
single instance of attention to the nature 
and necessity of personal religion, two 
coloured women were made the subjects 
of renewing grace. Soon ·afterwards 
others were awakened, and the truths 

of religion became the subjects of 
thought and conversation in almost 
every family. 

As years rolled away, towns and vil
lages rose in every part of the island 
and Baptist churches were formed i~ 
them. There are now in Rhode Island 
three Baptist Associations, embracinn
fifty-seven churches, and nearly te~ 
thousand members. We do not here 
include the "Free-will Baptists;" of 
them we shall speak hereafter. Allusion 
has been made to the establishment of 
the college at Warren in 1764, and of 
its removal to Providence in 1770. In 
consequence of a liberal donation from 
the Hon. Nicholas Brown in the year 
1804, the corporation determined that 
the college should be called in all future 
time "Brown's University." There are 
now four or five college buildings, be
sides the President's house. The Library 
contains upwards of 30,000 volumes; ~ 
large proportion of these have been 
purchased with special reference to the 
wants of gentlemen engaged in literary 
and scientific pursuits. Many men of 
distinguished abilities have laboured in 
connection with this seat of learning. 
The honoured name of Dr. Wayland 
will be remembered by many of our 
readers. The present president is the 
Rev. Alexis Casewell, D.D., LL.D. 
There are fourteen professors, and 197 
students. 

Here we must pause for this month. 
We hope before the year closes to haw 
it in our power to present to the readers 
of the lYiessenger a tolerably full account 
of our denomination throughout the 
Union. PHILO. 

Jt~s fur t~t l[inistrr. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XXXVIII.-ONE-WORD TEXTS. 
11 Power. "-John :xvii. 2. 

THE intercession c;f Jesus is the result of 
His sacrificial death and priestly work. 
But by t~e completion of His redemptive 
undertakmg, He has had given to Him 

power, "all power," both in heaven and 
in earth. Now this power is one part of 
Christ's exaltation and reward. It belongs 
to Bis kingship, and is an element in 
His renown and glory. This power of 
Christ-
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I. LET us DEFINE. - It clearly indi
cate5-

1. His absolute authority. Tt is the 
power of legislative right. It is His 
authority to exercise rule and dominion 
in connection with His mediatorial king
dom. It is His right and just preroga
ti ,·e as King and Head over all things, 
both in heaven and earth. 

2. It includes His ability to execute 
His will and purpose. He has not only 
a right to administrative authority, but 
He has ability to execute it. He can 
control angels, and men, and devils ; Re 
can save or destroy. He can build up 
His kingdom and throw down the king
dom of Satan. Whatever He wills He 
can effect. His ability is illimitable as it 
regards all creatures and all worlds. 
Now let us see-

II. So11rn OF THE FEATURES OF CHRIST'S 
POWER. 

1. It is Divine. His power as the Son 
o'f God is equal with that of the Father. 

2. It is Omnific. Nothing beyond its 
potential influence. 

3. It is Universal.. It extends to the 
whole universe. 

4. It is Sovereign. Ever exercised as 
He wills it to be. He doeth as He 
pleases. 

5. It is ever Just and Holy. Never 
unjust, never capricious. Never sepa
rated from goodness, love, and mercy. 

6. It is Eternal For ever in the holy 
anthems of the blessed, both by Angels 
and Saints. will power be ascribed to 
the Lord. Then let us see-

LET OTHER PEOPLE .A.LO~E. 

CRil'TER II. 

" GITING you parsons a bit of a dress
lll"," said the business man, as obedient 
to O the rern, the horse trotted briskly 
along the road. " Taking you down a 
bit, eh, sir ? " 

No reply was returned to this rem.ark, 
as the young man was busy dividing 
the market-woman's text-I. Preach 
the Gospel-what is the Gospel? II. Let 

Ill. WHAT INFLUENCE THE DIVINE 
POWER OF JESUS SHOULD EXERT ON Hrs 
PEOPLE. It is evident that it should lay 
the basis 

I. For Invincible Truth. Jesus' worcl 
and ability present a rock for unwavering 
faith to rest on at all times and under all 
circumstanoes. He can do everything 
that ought to be done. It is-

2. A grouncl of unbounded Hope. 
It is not possible to be over sanguine. 
He can do all we need, all we ask or 
think, and beyond all that we can con
ceive. He can "Save to the uttermost.'' 
He can fulfil all His purposes. 

3. This is our Fortress in trouble. He 
can keep, preserve, or deliver. His 
power is more than commensurate with 
our weakness and peril. It is a supply-

4. Of Joy, in Labours for His king
dom. He must reign ; He must over
come; He must get the victory, and 
wear the many crowns of universal do
minion. Then how the saints should 
rejoice and triumph in Him! It should-

5. Lead us to see whence all· our 
Ability is derived. Our ability for sted
fastness, resistance of evil, toil and war
fare, must all come from Him. We are 
weakness, and have no power, except as 
we have it in Christ and from Him. Then 
our security and bliss rest on the ability 
of J esns to do for us all we need. By 
faith we realise it, and we receive from 
Him all the power needful for Christian 
life, work, and warfare. To Him then 
we ascribe the glory, and dominion, and 
power, evermore. 

other people alone-who are the people 
to be let alone ? · · 

They rode on rn silence with nothing 
of interest to excite their attention, 
except that they would overtake oc
casionally sonie strange looking groups, 
dressed in the most fantastic garbs 
imaginable ; so uncouth, that it was 
difficult to tell from their appearance 
to which gender they belonged, as coats 
of various colours, and leather gaiters, 
and in some instances a short pipe, 
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seemed to mark them out as masculine; 
but a uniformity about the head-dress, 
in shape like unto a waggon-tilt, and 
a certain amount of noise, without 
which it seemed impossible for them to 
move, proclaimed them of the feminine 
gender, for they were evidently gleaners, 
and each bore some fruit of their to)!. 

Before them in the distance rose the 
stately fanes of Ely, and to the right 
the substantial and imposing towers of 
Peterborough and Lincoln, while dotted 
o'er the space ~etween was many a 
homestead, accessible only by bye-roads 
that had certainly not had the benefit 
of Mao Adam's invention, and here and 
there large lakes of stagnant water 
unpleasantly reminding one of " That 
00UI1try that draws six: feet of water, 
and where people don't go in doors, but 
come on board." Windmills of the 
ugliest make possible, black from base 
to s=it, and from extremity to centre 
of their huge black sails, were busy 
pumping blacker water. No splendid 
avenues of chesnut, oak, or beech
some wretched apologies for trees might 
be foUI1d in a rotten willow or a sickly 
aboretum ; small triangular patches of 
stnnted shrubs • and sickly knots of 
rank grass was all that met the eye in 
that dreary fl.at---ven the rivers, such 
as they were, seemed longing for a huge 
boulder, against which they might dash 
to get life. 

Arrived at some cross roads, our 
young friend alighted, and soon foUI1d 
himself located as the guest of a lady 
sufficiently aged to ensure quiet, suf
ficiently prim to ensure comfort, with a 
sharp ringing nettle twitch in her 
tongue that boded ill for any poor 
brother not sound-one of those Christ
ian duennas that are wisely selected to 
be the guardians of our rising ministry. 

Two years had passed sinoe this in
troductory ride, and by this time he 
~ad become accustomed to many of the 
inconveniences attending a residence in 
the Fens. He had also become ao
qu~inted with some strange customs 
which prevail in the villages. Among 
others, with that sad relio of paganism 
and popery, the village feast. Origina-

ting with the dedication of temples 
raised to some favourite god, the popu
lation were wont yea·rly to assemble in 
booths, and under the false notion of 
honouring their deity, a week was de
voted to all kinds of gluttony and 
debauchery. Backed by the sanction 
of ecclesiastical councils and confirmed 
by Laud, they have received the sanction 
of law, and too often, alas, scenes 
worthy of paganism are enacted. The 
young are taught to look upon all this 
as innocent amusement, and thus many 
an autumn's godly Sabbaths are frittered 
away. 

But the inhabitants are proud of their 
festivities, and make great preparation 
for them. They reverence their an
cestry and are tenaciou~ of their land, 
and to keep it they marry very fre
quently without much regard to the 
proscribed ties of affinity, and hence 
the families are compact and large, in
volving the issue of invitations that 
must be returned, and the outlay of an 
expenditure which in many cases must 
be severely felt. It is ushered in by 
coming signs. As soon as the harvest 
is safely gathered in, and the cares of 
the good housewives are somewhat les
sened, there comes a general cleaning 
of the whole parish. Hawkers with 
brooms, brushes, &c. drive a roaring 
trade. Soap, soda, pearlash, paint, and 
limewash are in great requisition. .c\.ll 
available help is greedily sought after, 
and sometimes the sturdy labourer of 
the field is called in to do dutv as a 
domestic. Woe betide the liickless 
visitor at such a season, for the front 
doors are fastened securely, the inmates 
are deaf to the sound of knocker or beU ; 
if entrance be effected by the gateway, 
he would see bedsteads, tables, and 
chairs out "for an airing, and all the 
sacred "'Oods of the household exposed. 
As Michaelmas rents are coming due, he 
might imagine that stindry s~les '!ei:e 
to take place, but no such thing ; it 1s 
a time of preparation for the feast ; a 
time of water and soap ; a time of 
female sovereignty, and never did the 
Jewish housewiyes prepare for their 
feasts with greater zeal than do these 



46 STRIKING THOUGHTS, FACTS A.ND FIGURES, 

good buxom dames for the feasts in the 
Fens. And this goes on until the high
est point that a human hand can reach, 
and the lowest to which it can stoop, 
have been visited in succession,and when 
finisheu. to their satisfaction, things are 
:tllowed to assume their old form. 

The feast week is the beginning of 
tea-parties, when all the first, second, 
third, and fourth cousins are expected. 
.A.ll the chairs closely packed, and all 
filled. Stately dames, anxious house
wives, blooming maidens, faced and 
flanked by the portly forms of sire, 
brother, uncle, and cousins. The min
ister, too, is invited, expected to come 
at five and leave at ten, and for this he 
will be rewarded by another invite from 
another member of the family and yet 
another. It is astonishing, too, with 
what freedom they discuss the relative 
merits of popular preachers, unawed by 
the presence of one of the cloth ; how 
they pathetically lament the decline of 
the orthodox sentiment; how deftly 
little bits of scandal are revived, fur
bished up, and passed on ; how the 
savouriness of the "old ancients" is 
praised-nothing in the field now equal 
to the '' old. ancients," who could preach 
three sermons a day, each one a luggage 
train, each carriage filled with precious 
golden ore. There is a sad mangling of 
weighty truths, a sad jumbling together 
of precious promises, and an equally 
sad misapplication of the doctrines of 
grace. . 

It was during one of these preparation 
seasons to which we have alluded, that 
our young friend bent his way from the 

scene of his labours to seek in chon!l:o 
of scene a little relaxation from toil. 
Well aware -that however welcome he 
might be at other times to the homes of 
his people, just now his absence would 

, not be regretted, he passed with a 
friendly nod all he met, and walked on 
until he arrived at the little station 
where two years before he had alighted 
when the remark of the market-woman, 
which had never been entirely forgotten, 
but which, like many other trite say
ings, had given place to more stirring 
events of real life, now returned with 
its full force. 

Not far from the station was a little 
square plot of garden-ground, to which 
occasionally the antiquary wended his 
way, and where the eager seeker afte:r 
truth and real heroism might be seen, 
pencil in hand, endeavouring to trace out 
some almoan ,illegible lines on three rude 
tombs that stood in the corner of what 
had once been the fields in which the 
tenants of the tombs had meditated, 
but which was now occupied by an en
terprising market-gardener, who, re
gardless of all former association, had 
brought his sacriligious spade as near as 
possible to the tombs, as though he 
would fain utilise the little corner in 
which they lay. He, good practical 
man, was not moved b'y any feelings of 
reverence, but shrewdly made the best 
of the stones and bones by exacting a 
toll from all visitors, for he said, " He 
could not let people come over his 
ground for nothing," so he made the 
corner pay. 

.§triking ijqanggtst jf ncts anb jigum. 
GLEANED BY A YORKSHIRE MINISTER. 

GLORIOCS PRAYER. 

WE read of Payson, that his mind at 
times lost its sense of the external world 
in the ineffable thoughts of God's glory, 
which rolled like a sea of light around 
him at the throne of grace.-Stillllour. 

PREACHING WITHOUT PRAYER. 
J orrn OWEN says : " To preach ~he 
Word, and not to follow it up wit_h 
prayer continually and frequently, 1s 

to believe its use, neglect its end, and 
cast away all the seed of the Gospel at 
random. 
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PHILOSOPHY ONLY GUIDING 
TO THE TOMB. 

TnosE who have visited Paris have pro
bably seen the tomb of Rousseau, the 
philosopher, and noticed that outside 
his tomb there is the figure of a hand 
and a flambeau. This eerves to point 
out an important truth, that philosophy 
can guide to the portals of the tomb, 
but no further; whilst Christianity is 
full of hope beyond.-Dr. Ferguson. 

PREACHING SAM SMITH. 
DocTOR SAMUEL SMITH, of New Jersey, 
was a great preacher, but rather bom
bastic. He had a brother called Doctor 
John Smith. After Dr. Samuel had 
preached on a certain occasion, he said 
to his brother, "Brother Jack, what do 
you think of my sermon ? " John re
plied, '' 'Twas all very well; but I could 
not help thinking you preached, instead 
of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, Sam 
Smith and him dignified." 

GOD'S WORD TRIED BY FIRE. 

IT is said that untempted virtue may 
turn out to be nothing but sleeping vice. 
It may also be said that the supposed 
truth which has never been disputed 
may prove. to be only a heresy in dis-

guise. A man can scarcely have the 
fulness of certainty if none of the arti
cles of his faith have ever been tried 
in the fires of controversy. It is one of 
the advantages of these later days that 
we are altogether free from that source 
of doubt and disquietude. We hold no 
religious opinion which has not been 
often discussed. We cling to no Chris
tian doctrine which has not been hotly 
contended against. The Gospel truths 
in which our guilty spirits find shelter 
may be compared to a series of strong
holds, each one of which in its turn has 
been most :fiercely assailed, and has had 
to be defended by all the force the 
citizens could muster. The history of 
the past frequently surprises the young 
student by showing him that even the 
things most surely believed among us 
had to struggle hard for their present 
undisputed place and power. Regions 
of truth, which are now among the green 
and peaceful pastures into which the 
good Shepherd leadeth His flock, were, 
in years gone by, so many battle-fields, 
on which contending hosts did meet, 
and truth and falsehood fought mightily 
for the mastery. " The words of the 
Lord are tried words, like silver seven 
times purified in a furnace of :fire."
Charles Vince. 

Jtbittus. 

The Treasury of David. An Exposition 
of the Book of Psalms. Vol. II. Psalm 
xxvii. to Iii. By C. H. SPURGEON. 
London : Passmore and Alabaster. 
Price 8s. 

Scarcely have twelve months elapsed 
since the first instalment of Mr. Spur
geon's Commentary on the FBalms was 
issued in a handsome vol. royal octavo. 
Before the close of the past year a 
secoud volume of this work was ready 
for publication, thoroughly equal to its 
precursor in the massiveness vf its bulk, 

the comeliness of its appearance, aud the 
goodliness of its contents. Evidence 
indeed is not wanting that the ,fire oi 
devotion burns more vehemently in the 
expositor's own breast as he pro_cee:ls, 
and there is one new feature which m
clicates an enthusiasm that makes light 
of toil ; he has introduced many a gem 
translated from divines who used the 
Latin tonoue. Such embellishment could 
only be procured at the cost of much 
drudoery, for the taste of selection could 
not be exercised till the heavv task of 
digging into huge oltl folios ha,l been 
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accomplished. There is something to 
admire, almost to envy, in the continuous 
and increasing labours of the young 
pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
as he marks the flight of years by 
''annuals" teat attest his private dili
gence as well as his public ministry. 
His sermons, printed week by week, have 
thus accumulated into sixteen large 
Yolumes ; and not less than six volumes 
of The Sword and Trowel (a magazine 
edited and chiefly indited by himself) 
show that his Christian activity keeps 
pace with his energy in the pulpit. While 
thus diligent to feed the flock, and thus 
assiduous to cultivate the moral wastes 
around, Mr. Spurgeon has shown a <l.is
position to advance upon the nomade life 
of an evangelist, and to rear a substantial 
edifice in the royal city of theological 
literature. The contribution to our 
libraries under review is of such a 
character. With no little care has he 
set about this enterprise, having evidently 
laid up much treasure before he began it, 
and imported much foreign material into 
the construction as he proceeded to de
velop each part. We are greatly mis
taken if The Treasury of David is not 
destined to hold a marked prominence 
among the sacred classics of the present 
generation. As to the general plan of 
this work, it has been so frequently 
brought under the notice of the public in 
reviews of the first volume, that we 
hardly need to describe it afresh for the 
information of our readers. Suffice it to 
say that in addition to a brief but well
digested epitome of the scope of each 
psalm and a copious glossary upon every 
verse, there is a large number of critical, 
practical, and illustrative notes selected 
from above five hundreddi.fferent authors, 
thus adding a cyclopredia of collected 
intelligence to a commentary of sterling 
value and making a total as multi
fariods in assortment as it is discrimi
nating in quality. Besides_ which, local 
preachers will find a bountiful supply of 
skeleton sermons, and more advanced 
students a full directory to learned and 
exhaustive treatises. The special feature, 
however, that distinguishes our author, 
is an intense sympathy with the infinitely 
varied emotions that glow and kindle in 
those grand old Hebrew melodies. 
Striving, though he does, to catch David's 
inspiration from David's own gloomy 

plaint or joyful prean, he is never ob
livious that for our sakes all these things 
were written, alltl that our devout moan
ings and yearnings m·e therefore essential 
to fulfil their divine intent by drawing 
out music from all generations of the 
faithful, as every wind strikes a chord 
and wakes an echo of prayer or ])raise 
from the stringed instruments of our 
hearts. More fascinating pages we do 
not know. What with gleanings from 
the "Fathers," and cuttings from news
paper and periodical, extracts from 
preachers, ancient and modern, and 
snatches from the poets of the sanctuary, 
we pity the man who can spend an hour 
in the perusal without pleasure and profit. 
Still we must repeat it, that far less than 
any other of Mr. Spurgeon's publications 
is the Treasury of David fitted to ·answer 
its end by any immediate impression it 
produces. Like good wine, it wants age 
to mature it. Those connoisseurs who lay 
it in now will prize it more when it has 
become mellowed by time, and when its 
rich aroma shall have been spread by a 
thousand channels, being quoted and re
quoted, to enlighten the eyes of the 
blind, and to cheer the souls of the 
weary. 

.A Hi-story of Wesleyan Missions in all 
parts of the World. Illustrated by 
numerous engravings.' By the Rev. W. 
MOISTER. With an Introduction by 
Rev. ELIJAH HoOLE, D.D. London: 
Elliot Stock. 

This is a book for the whole· Protestant 
Church of Christ. While looking over 
its interesting pages and surveying its 
telling engravings, we felt that all persons 
interested in modern Christian Missions 
would hail its appearance with delight. 
Besides, a work which might have been 
extended to several volumes, is here 
compressed into a respectable well
printed book of some 550 pages. The 
engraved frontispiece is very striking, 
where the devoted Dr. Coke, the great 
Missionary pioneer, is in company with 
Mr. Wesley, then embarking to cross 
the Atlantic, and travelling and preach
ing in America. Mr. Moister cannot 
fail to secure a very large number of 
gratified and appreciative readers. The 
book has our warmest wishes for its 
success. 
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Lights and S!,adow,q in the J,ifc of King 
David. By CHARLES VrncE. London: 
Elliot Stock. 

No Baptist minister occupies a more 
important position, or occupies it more 
efficiently, than tho worthy author of this 
work. The " Theme" Mr. Vince has 
chosen is so replete with extraordinary 
incidents;that it could not fail to supply 
ample material for beautiful illustration 
and experimental and practical uses by 
his hand. The volume is elegant in its 
exterior, printed with good large letter, 
and on first quality of toned paper. It 
is worthy of a place in every Christian 
family in the land, and would not be a 
discredit to the drawing-room library of 
Queen Victoria. We congratulate both 
author and publisher on the appearance 
of this admirable volume. 

Memorials of the Rev. Wm. B1tll, of New
port-Pagnel. Compiled chiefly from 
his own letters and those of his friends, 
Newton, Cowper, and Thornton, 1738. 
to 1814. By his grandson, the Rev. 
JOSIAH BULL, M.A. Cheap Edition. 
London : Elliot Stock. 

More interesting than the most stirring 
romance is this very admirable volume. 
Think of being able to sit and chat with 
the immortal Cowper, the evangelical 
Newton, and the large-hearted philan
thropist Thornton. The. Bulls have been 
the Nonconformist glory of Newport 
and the region round about for the last 
century. And while their position as 
Dissenters has been open and uncom
promising, their Christian Catholicity 
and love to the whole brotherhood have 
~e.en equally striking. We therefore re
Joice that this very edifying work is now 
published in a cheaper form, and hope 
that thus it will find its way into thou
sands of Christian families, and chapel 
~nd Sunday-school libraries. The work 
1s well got up. 

The BnptL-;t Jlfpsgr,_11:r,. for 1870, <lnne up 
in sti:ong cloth binding may now l,r, had, 
and 1t would be difficult to fincl in one 
small V<?lume so much good re:.rling for 
the family, the closet, and the Sunday
school. 

The. City Diary, 1871, published by 
Collingridge at the City Press, is one of 
the best and cheapest diaries published. 
lt is replete with every variety of useful 
information, got up with good paper anrl 
interleaved, for One Shilling. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

We are delighted to observe with what 
renewed vigour and freshnes3 many of 
our religious periodicals have entered on 
their labours for the new year. These 
remarks specially apply to the Sworcl a,ul 
Trowel, The Church, The Gospel JI age
zine, and The Hive. The Congregationcd 
Misc'ellany, and The Christian, are all 
that we can desire, and must be univer
sally acceptable. The Baptist Magazine 
is alike good. The Ragged School 
Union Magazine is equally effective. 
The Gardene,·'s Magazine, like a peren
nial fountain, is ever flowing with varied 
and useful counsels for all engaged in 
rural exercises. Mr. Shirley Hibberd is 
the prince of caterers in all these mat
ters. The Flock of Christ is a very ex
cellent sermon, by Rev. Giffard Dorey, 
Wesleyan minister, preached as a Fare
well Discourse in Claremont St,eet 
Chapel, Glasgow, (Elliot Stock). 

We heartily commend to all living in 
the north-west district, The Marylel,one 
ancl St. John's Wood Directo,·y for IS,l, 
with its excellent map It is a mc1rvel 
of ch13apness. One Shilling. 
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FRO"M "BEAUTY OF THE GREAT 
KING AND OTHER POEMS." 

< 'HRI~T I), rRAYER ON THE MOUNT OF 
OLIVES. 

(Luke xxi. 37 .) 

BY '\Y. P. B.-1.LFERN. 

:!\TGHT drew her curtains o'er the earth 
And bathed her face with tears, 

The stars in silence looked their love, 
As wont for many years : 

rpon the sides of Olivet 
A mo,·ing form was seen, 

Half lost amid the shades of night, 
Though tranquil and serene. 

Hour after hour slow passes on, 
And still that form iR there ; 

l\'I:ysterious sounds fall on the ear, 
Like one engaged in prayer : 

Anon, the voice all tremulous dies, 
As choked with grief or fear ; 

Again the storm of anguish hushed, 
Soft notes of praise we hear. 

And now the figure prostrate falls, 
The head is bathed with dew, 

And stretched upon the cold moist earth, 
The form is hid from view. 

Mysterious stranger I wherefore thus 
Embrace the cold, damp sod? 

0 ask not, faith ! thou know'st full well 
It is the Son of God ! 

0 sacred mount, all bathed in dew, 
More richly bathed in tears

The tears of Him whose bitter grief 
Slays all our foes r.nd fears. 

To many eyes this wondrous. scene, 
The storm without, within, 

Most strange appears-but not to those 
Who know what's meant by sin. 

0 stooping form, all faint and weak ! 
0 heart, all bruised and torn ! 

We know, indeed, what crushed Thy 
heart, 

And left Thee thus forlorn. 
Our sins pursued Thee through the night, 

And pressed Thy body down, 
Farrowed Thy cheek with scalding tears, 

And wove at last Thy crown. 

0 brethren, let us not forget, 
Amid life's noise and din, 

That this sad Mount of Olivet 
Must teach faith how to win; 

From Life's rude turmoil we must turn 
Its strife and every care ; 

Like Christ, must meet our worst of foes 
On knee of secret prayer. 

~en.aminational :inttlligentt 

CHA~GES IN THE PASTORATE. 
THE Rev. Vim. Crick has resigned the 

pastorate at Markyate-street, Herts, hav
ing accepted an invitation from the 
church at Riddings, Derbyshire. 

Mr. Argyle has received an invitation 
to lJecome the pastor of the church, 
Chadlington. 

Rev. George Cobb, late of Framsden, 
Las accepted the invitation of the church, 
:-itradbroke, to become its pastor. 

Mr. E. S. Ladbmok, B.A., of the 

college, Regent's-park, has accepted an 
invitation to the pastorate of the church 
at Andover, Rants. 

The Rev. Thomas Phillips, of Blaen· 
llechau, Glamorgan, has accepted _an 
invitation given him by the Baptist 
churches at Penyparc and Verwig, near 
Cardigan. 

Re,. Dr. Cooper, of W oodchester, 
Gloucester, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church, Bartholo
mew-street, Exeter. 
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Mr. R. J. Guyton, of Bristol College, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of the church at Chepstow. 

Mr. W. Reynolds, of Bristol College, 
has accepted a hearty invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Paulton, 
Somerset. 

Rev. Wm. Gilkes havirig accepted an 
invitation to a church in the States of 
America, has resigned his pastorate in 
Belfast. 

Rev. T. H. Pattison bas resigned the 
pastorate of the Rye-hill Church, New
castle, having accepted the call to Hope
street Church, Rochdale. 

Rev. Daniel Davies has resigned the 
pastorate of the churches at Llanfi
hangell, Crucorny, and Ewias Haro~d, on 
account of the impaired state of his 
health. 

The Rev. S. Hawkes has resigned the 
pastorate of the church, Buxton, Nor
folk, and accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church, Coggeshall-road, 
Braintree. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

SANDHURST, KENT. - A deeply in
teresting meeting was held in this village 
on Monday, January 2nd, by the friends 
and teachers connected with the Baptist 
chapel, who assembled for the purpose of 
presenting an address, expressive of 
their gratitude and esteem, to Thomas 
Ellis Slaughter, Esq., for his long and 
faithful services in the Sunday-school (of 
which he has been for more than twenty. 
five years the superintendent), together 
with a valuable and handsome timepiece. 

A VALEDICTORY meeting was held in 
Falkland Chapel, Egremont, on the 23rd 
December,• on the occasion of the retire• 
ment of the Rev. Henry Woods Perris, 
after a pastorate of five years. After 
tea the Rev. W. H. King occupied the 
chair, and expressed his high apprecia
of Mr. Perris as a minister and as a 
friend. The Revs. J. H. Gwyther, B.A., 
James Muir, W; H. Perkins, M.A., and 
Fred. Johnston, Esq., endorsed the 
chairman's estimate of Mr. Perris, spoke 
of the loss which the more thoughtful 
section of the community would sustain. 
Mr. Hatch then gave utterance to the 
feeling of the church and congregation, 
after which the chairman presented an 
address! written upon vellum, and ac
compamed by a purse containing £45. 

STEPNEY.-On Monday evening a 
meeting was helrl at 8tepney-green 
Tabernacle t.o celebrate the fourth anni
versary of the pastorate of A. G. Brown. 
Over 500 persons sat down to tea. A[ter 
tea the chair was taken by the Rev .. J. 
T. Wigner. The pastor opened the meet
ing by giving a brief report of the year's 
work. All the societies in connexion 
with the church are in a prosperous con
dition, and in a very short time the :New 
Tabernacle will be commenced. He 
then said what great pleasure it gave 
him to welcome the Rev. J. Cohen, M.A., 
Rector of Whitechapel, to their midst, 
and read a letter from the Rev. T. Drif. 
field, Rector of Bow, expressing his 
great regret at not being able also to be 
present. Rev. W. Stott then addressed 
the meeting, and the Rev. V. Charles
worth briefly followed. After singing a. 
hymn, the Rector of Whitechapel rose to 
speak. He said that it was the greatest 
joy to him to be present, and he was 
second to none in the interest he took in 
the work of the Lord carried on in that 
place. After the conclusion of his ad
dress. Mr. Mace, one of the deacons of 
the Tabernacle, made a short speech, 
and presented Mr. Brown with a purse 
containing £50, as a token of affection 
from the church and congregation. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

HOUGHTON REGIS.-On Thursday, De
cember 8th, very interesting services 
were held at the Baptist chapel in this 
place, to welcome the Rev. Alfred 
Walker as pastor of the church. In the 
afternoon the Rev. D. Gould preached 
from 1 Corinthians, chap. iv. I. The 
schoolroom was decorated for the occa
sion with mottoes, evergreens, &c. rp
wards of 200 persons sat down to tea. 
The public meeting in the evening was 
especially interesting ; about 600 friends 
were present. The chair was occupied 
by Mr. M. Cook, jnn., who gave a state
ment of the circumstances which led to 
the union between the pastor and people. 
Mr. ,valker also mentioned the reasons 
by which he was induced to accept the 
charge of the church. Addresses were 
delivered by the Revs. T. R. 8teYenson, 
A. C. Gray, and J. W. Genders, W. 
Julyan, H. Donnington, W. D. Elliston, 
H. R. Brown, W. Crick, and T. c;. 
Gathercole. 
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CEF:--MAWR, RuAllON.-On Sunday and 
Monday, 25th and 2Gth December, 
special services were held at · Zion 
Chapel, to recognise as pastor Mr. 
·w. Edwards, from the North Wales 
college. Dr. Richard asked the usual 
questions; Rev. A. J. Parry offered 
prayer; the Rev. H. Jones, M.A. preached 
,on the "Duty of the Pastor;" the Rev. 
Gethyn Davies on the "Nature of the 
Christian Church ; " and the Rev. J. 
Jones on the '' Duty of the Church to
vrards the Pastor." Other sermons were 
delivered by the Revs. J. Robinson, of 
Lansilin ; Dr. Richard, J. Jones, A. J. 
Parry, and H. Cernyw ,Villiams. 

TowN HALL, OXFORD.-On Thursday, 
5th January, a tea and public meeting 
was held to co=emorate the settlement 
of the Rev. G. Hill as pastor of the 
Co=ercial-road church. The Rev. W. 
Allen, of New-road chapel, presided, and 
addresses were given by the Rev. I. 
Scammel, Rev. George Rogers, Rev. A 
Macdonald, and the pastor. A breakfast 
and tea service was ·presented to Mr. 
Hill, in recognition of his earnest ser
vices. 

EARL'S CoLNE.-On Tuesday, 3d. Jan. 
a tea and public meeting was held to 
publicly recognise the Rev. J. C. Wells, 
as pastor of the church. After tea, W. 
Peck, Esq. was called to the chair, and 
earnest addresses were given by Rev. G· 
Sear, Messrs. Tawell and Bloomfield. 
Through unforeseen circumstances, the 
Rev. \V. A .. Blake, of Brentford, and 
Rev. J. D. Philps, Coggeshall, were pre
vented attending. The Rev. J. W. 
Coombs, of Halstead, was also absent 
through illness. 

NORTH SHIELDS, N 0RTHUMBERLA..."ID, -
On Sunday and Tuesday, the 1st and 
.3rd of January, services in connection 
with the settlement of Mr. Thomas Pipe, 
-0f the Metropolitan College, as pastor of 
the church, were held. On Sunday, Rev. 
Geor«e Rogers preached. On TueEday, 
Rev. 6 W. Hanson presided; Rev. W. 
Middleton engaged in prayer. Mr. At
kinson one of the deacons, stated the 
reason~ which led to the pastor's coming; 
after which Mr. Pipe gave a very inter
esting account of his conversion, ?is call 
to the ministry, the reasons which led 
him to North Shields. Rev. G. Rogers 
then gave charge to the pastor, Rev. Vv. 
·walters that to the church. The friends 

then adjourned to the Assembly Rooms, 
where about 400 sat down to tea, after 
which a public 'meeting was held. The 
Rev. W. Hanson presided. Rev. J. 
Charter engaged in prayer, and addresses 
were delivered by the Rev, J. Salmon, 
J. Stuart, J. Christian, W. Norris, E. 
S. Neale, W. Hillier, W. Banks, and 
Rev. G. Rogers, and Mr. J. Wilson. 

BA1UWW•IN-FURNESS. - On Monday, 
19th December, Rev. John Whitaker, of 
Regent's-park College, was recognised as 
Rastor of the church in this town. On 
~unday, Dec. 18, Dr. Angus preached. 
The recognition services were held on 
Monday, 19th, Rev. W. H. Fothergill, 
T. Taylor, Dr. Angus, G. Howells, 
J. Davis, D. Thomas, W. Ferguson, 
J. B. Rayner, and J •. D. Anderson, taking 
part in the services. The mayor, James 
Ramsden, Esq ., has generously presented 
to the Baptist Church a fine site for a 
new chapel in the most central part of 
the town, valued at £1,000, and efforts 
are now being made to raise funds to 
erect a building worthy of the munificent 
gift. 

NEW CHURCHES. 
'J'HORNHILL HALL, lSLINGTON.-A few 

Baptist friends, residing in the neigh
bourhood of the hall, met on Thursday 
evening, January 5th, for the purpose of 
being joined in church fellowship. An 
address, suitable to the occasion, was 
delivered by the Rev. P. Gast, who also 
administered the Lord's Supper, and gave 
the right hand of fellowship to those· 
present. Mr. W. Usher, student of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle College, has 
accepted a call to the pastorate of the 
newly-formed church, which consists of 
forty-two members . 

IN the month of August last an effort 
was made by the Rev. G. H. Sandwell, 
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle College, 
to raise a Baptist interest in the town of 
Eastbourne. A large congregation has 
been gathered, and the effort proving 
successful, has resulted in the formation 
of a church. To this e'nd a meeting was 
held on Friday, January 13th, in the 
Friendly Societies' Hall, where the Sun• 
day services are now conducted, About 
150 persons sat down to tea, after which 
the chair was taken by the Rev. J • 
Wilkins, of Brighton. Addresses were 
then delivered by the Revs. W. Barker, 
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P. Gast, and G. H. Sand well. A collec
tion in aid of the Building Fund, amount
ing to £24 10s., was made at the close of 
the meeting. On the following Sunday 
two special sermons were preached by 
the Rev. Philip Gast. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

BATTERSEA: YORK-ROAD NEW CHAPEL. 
-On New Year's Day, the Rev. I. M. 
Soule and his congregation were installed 
in the_new and handsome chapel recently 
erected at a cost of over £4,000. The 
building is in the Romanesque, an eccle
siastical style prevalent in the early ages 
of Christianity, and is intended to seat 
1,000 persons. The Rev. I. M. Sonle 
conducted the services, which, ·consider
ing the inclement weather, were well 
attended, that in the evening by over 
800 persons. The building is admirably 
adapted for acoustical purposes, and the 
temperature was all that could be desired 
owing to the effectiveness of the warming 
apparatus. During the afternoon the 
children of- the schools were addressed 
in the chapel by one of their _superin
tendents. 

GREENFORD, NEAR HARROW, MID
DLESEX.-OPENINO OF THE OLD CHAPEL. 
-Through the indefatigable exertions of 
Mr. Harcourt, this chapel, closed for 
nearly thirty years, was opened Sunday 
evening, 8th January, J. S. Campbell, 
Esq., being the preacher; and on Tues
day 10th, a social and public meeting 
was held, presided over by Rev. G. R. 
Lowden, of Hanwell, and supported by 
the Revs. H. ·Wilkins, R. Johnston, and 
Messrs. Betts, Hunt, Burr, Harcourt, 
Chick, Rothwell, and Bernasconi. The 
chapel was crowded on both occasions. 

HoRNSEY RISE. -Several friends in 
thfs neighbourhood have long wished to 
raise a Baptist interest. A chapel ca
pable of holding 400 people having been 
offered, has been taken, and was opened 
on Sunday, November 13th, Rev. W. 
H. Burton and J. Morgan preaching on 
the occasion. On January 10th, a tea 
and public meeting were held, Mr.Bowker 
ihf the Metropolitan Tabernacle taking 

e chair. Rev. J. Morgan, J. Bennett, 
C. Starling, and W. Usher gave hearty 
Words of encouragement. F. M. Smith, 
pastor. 
t MAESYOWMMER.-Opening services at 
he Eni(liah Baptist chapel took place 

on Christmas Sunday, on Monday and 

Wednesday evenings, and closed on Mon
day, the 2nd of .January. Sermons were 
preached in English by Revs. T. Thomas 
D.D., T. E. Williams, A. Tilly, D. Evans: 
T. Reeves, T. J. Hughes, W. Prosser· 
also in Welch, by Revs. R. Williams: 
T. E. Rowlands, J. R. Morgan, W. Had
dock, and J. G. Davies. On Monday 
evening, the 26th, a lecture was delivered 
in English by the eloquent Lleurwg. to a 
numerous assembly. W. Davies, Esq., 
M.D., Abercarne, presided. On .Monday, 
the 2nd Jan., a meeting was held iu the 
new chapel. R. Cory, jun. Esq., occupied 
t~e. chair, and addressed the assembly, 
givmg due prominence to the distinguish
ing characteristics of Baptist principles. 
He then called upon Mr. Morc,an, the 
respected minister of the con;egation, 
to address the assembly. Before doing 
so, Mr. Morgan called upon the secretary 
of the Church, Mr. Edward Jenkins, 
who gave a statement of the collections 
&c. The estimated cost of the chauei 
was £415. The walls having been rai~ed 
higher than the first plan, there had been 
a further coat of some £20, which, with 
the completion of the boundary walls, 
paths, &c., would make the total cost 
about £500. Towards this amount, there 
had been collected £221, and about £20 
of good promises, not yet paid, makin" a 
total of £241 ; which met Mr. Cory's 
previous offer at the laying of the founda
tion stone, to give then £12 10s., and 
should half the debt be met at the open
ing, he would give another £12 10s. The 
Secretary was happy to say that the 
Church was in a position to meet Mr. 
Cory's proposal. Mr. Cory said he was 
quite satisfied, and ready to hand over 
the money, a remark which elicited much 
applause. Mr. Morgan then expatiated 
upon the statement, observing that it 
was by much labour on the part of some, 
and kindly response on the part of many, 
that this state of things had been attained, 
but that to the Lord belongeth all the 
glory. l{ev. ,v. Prosser, E. G. Price, 
A. Tilly, and L. Jenkins, took part in 
the services. 

A LAROE room, at Nelson, Lancashire, 
built a short time ago for mechanic,i.l 
purposes, but not used, has just been 
converted into a comfortable chapel for 
the Baptist denomination in Nelson. 
The church at Briercliffe, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev, R. Littlehales, 
has taken the building upon lease, Il1,· 
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the purpose of extended usefulness. On 
Saturday evening, a public soirer was 
held in the new chapel to celebrate the 
event. 

1ITSCELLAXEOUS. 
Loxuox BAPTIST AssocIATI0N.-The 

.annual meeting of the ministers and 
delegates of the London Baptist Associa
tion was held on Tuesday, 10th January, 
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. The 
Rev. \V. G. Lewis, the retiring president, 
occupied the chair at the morning meet
ing for ministers, when the Rev. D. 
Katterns, of Hackney, read a paper on 
"Theories of Public Worship." After 
an interesting discussion, a dinner was 
pro,·ided by 'the friends of the Tabernacle, 
whose hospitality every year called forth 
great commendation. Thti brethren con
tributed, according to the plan adopted 
during the past three years, towards the 
Pastors' Aid Fund, which is disbursed 
among the poorer ministers of the Asso
ci::.tion. The sum received and distri
buted in 1868 was £96 15s., in 186U 
£149 ls., and in 1870 £150. At the 
afternoon meeting, the Rev. F. Tucker, 
B. A., the president for the year, occupied 
the chair, and after prayer, gave a most 
suitable address, after which the cus
tomary business of the Association was 
transacted. In the evening, at seven, in 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle, a public 
prayer meeting was held, and addresses 
delivered by Revs. "\V. Brock, jun. and 
A. G. Brown. 

CARMEL, PEMBROKESHIRE. -The an
nual tea-meeting of the Sunday-school 
was held on 26th December. A number 
sat down to tea. At su a very interesting 
meeting was held, presided over by Rev. 
H. Price. The meeting lasted three 
hours. At the close a vote of thanks was 
given to the chairman, and to the ladies 
who had given the tea gratuitously. 

WI!,<'FIELD.-On Monday, January 2, 
a sale of useful articles took place in the 
above chapel, the proceeds to go towards 
the reduction of the debt. Addresses 
were delivered by G. A. Young, Esq. 
and Rev. W. Dyson ; about 200 friends 
partook of the tea. The amount realised 
during the day was n~arly £40. T_he 
friends here are deservmg of all praise 
for the efforts they are making. Help in 
aid of the cause will be thankfully re
ceiYed by Mr. J. Wood, jun., Wingfield. 

LEEDS.-The first anniversary of the 
Ilaptist cause in Ann Carr's Chapel 
Leeds, has just been held. The Rev. J'. 
U. .Forth preached two sermons on 
Christmas-day, and on the Tuesday 
evening following a public meeting was 
held in the chapel, presided over by G . 
M. Bingley, Esq. The report for the 
year, read by the secretary, Mr. J. Hor
wood, stated that twelve months ago a 
few Baptists hired Ann Carr's chapel and 
invited the Rev. J. Jack to labour in 
establishing a church in that densely 
populated neighbourhood. The report 
went on to show that the Sunday-school 
was in a favourable condition, having 
young men's and young women's .Bihle
classes, which are well attended ; and 
the church, which was formed in May 
last of forty members, now numbers 
fifty-eight. In consequence of the Roman 
Catholics having purchased the chapel 
over their heads, they would soon have 
to quit; but•land in the immediate neigh
bourhood had been secured for £400, on 
which to erect a chapel and schoolroom ; 
towards this sum. they had £50 in hand, 
and £220 in promises. The income for 
carrying on the work was principally re
ceived from weekly offerings, seat-rents, 
and monthly collections, which amounted 
during the year to £133. Against this 
there was an expenditure of £140, leaving 
a '.balance due to the treasurer of £7. 
Addresses, congratulating the church 
and congregation upon the success that 
has attended them during their first year, 
were delivered by the Revs. W. H. Brigg, 
W. T. Adey, and J. Jack, the pastor; 
also by Messrs. W. H. Rishton and G. 
H. Robinson. 

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES OF LocHEE 
CHURCH.-Scrvices in commemoration of 
the chapel opening were held on Lord's
day, llth December, when the president 
of the "Baptist Union of Scotland," 
James Culross, D.D., preached morning 
;1nd evening. The pastor of the church, 
the Rev. T. D. Cameron, preached in the 
afternoon. The oollections of the day 
were very liberal. The congregational 
soiree was held in the ,chapel on the fol
lowing evening. There was a full house. 
Practical addresses were delivered by 
the following gentlemen :-The Revs, 
J. 0. Wills, David Hay, J. Culross, D.D., 
W. Wright, and David Easson, Esq. . 

0AKENGATEs, SALOP.-The first ann1• 
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verso.ry teo. festival of the church under 
tho pastoral care of the Rev. Samuel 
Couling was held on Monday, January 2. 
After teo. a public meeting was held, 
presided over by the pastor. and addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. Josephus 
Judson on "Fidelity to Christ," and by 
the Rev. W. Wootton on "Christ's 
faithfulness to His people." During the 
seven months since the lstof June, when 
the pastor settled here, the congregation 
has considerably increased, and five per
sons have been added to the church, tw0 
of them by baptism, that being the first 
time that believers' baptism had ever 
been witnessed in Oakengates. 'The 
friends are very few and feeble, but since 
1st June the church has raised in various 
ways for church expenses £48, for debt 
on <lhapel £34, and for Baptist mission 
£2, total £84. The debt very seriously 
interferes with our progress, and, there
fore, with a view to its reduction, it is 
intended to hold a bazaar in June next. 

On Wednesday, November 2, the chapel 
at Swimbridge, which has been reseated 
and otherwise repaired, was reopened by 
asermonpreached bytheRev. E.Edwards. 
After tea a public meeting was held, at 
which addresses were delivered by the 
Revs. J. P. Williams (pastor), J. Avery, 
E. Robert,s, W. T. Whitmarsh, W. G. 
Hailstone, and E. Edwards. The services 
were calculated to do great good, and 
were very largely attended. 

BARNET, liERTS. -In the month of June 
'last Mr. George Dickerson, of London, 
seeing the spiritual destitution of Barnet, 
commenced preaching in the open-air. 
Soon after a room was engaged in the 
Star-yard, holding about 120 people. The 
-congregations having increased until now, 
the place is crowded. A tea-meeting 
was held on Monday, October 24, at 
which about 100 sat down, after which 
a public meeting was held. Rev. A. 
Fergusson, of Ealing, presided, and ad
dresses were delivered by Messrs. G. 
Kirkham, C. Johnson, and J. Dennis, of 
London, and by Mr. William Acomb, 
Mr. Harrold, and John Wilson, of the 
Metr?politan Tabernacle College. The 
meetmg was very enjoyable through
out. On Sunday, December 11th, a 
church was formed, consisting of four
teen members. 

NEWBURY,-The anniversary of the 

chapel has been held, when sermons 
were preacherl by Rev. P. G. Scorey and 
1'. Page, of Reading, and between the 
afternoon and evening services tea was 
provided in the Congregational School
room, a goodly numher being present. The 
proceeds amounted to about £20. From 
a statement made by the ReY. J. E. 
Cracknell, it appeared that the chapel 
was built eleven years ago at a cost of 
£3,000. By continuous and strenuous 
efforts on the part of the congregation 
the whole of the sum has been raised 
with the exception of £210, at which the 
debt stood previous to this anniversary. 
A final effort is about to be made during 
the ensuing year to liquidate the remaining 
encumbrance. 

TAUNTON, SOMERSET. -On Thursday 
evening, November· 3, the church and 
congregation of Silver-street Chapel met 
to celebrate the second anniversary of the 
pastorate of the Rev. J. Wilshire. There 
was a large attendance. Reports were 
read as to the church, the Sunday-school 
and library, the village stations, the 
building fund, the clothing club, and the 
blanket club. The Rev. J. Young, late 
of Creech, congratulated the members on 
the satisfactory nature of the reports 
which had been presented, and the pro
ceedings closed with a few remarks from 
the pastor. At the annual tea for the 
Bible-classes and children a handsome 
silver inkstand and gold pencil were pre
sented to the superintendent, Mr. :May
nard. 

THE LATE DEAN OF CA.c"<TERBURY.
The B'l.ptist Hoard, at the monthly 
meeting on the 17th January, unani
mously adopted the following resolution, 
on the motion of Rev. J. Clifford, LL.B., 
seconded by Rev. R.H. Marten, B.A, :
'' That this Board, recognising the great 
loss which the Church of Christ at large 
has sustained in the sudden death of the 
Very Rev. Henry Alford, D. D., Dean of 
Uanterbury, cannot refrain from express
ing its high estimation of the great ser
vice he has rendered to Biblical interpre
tation, his Catholic hearted efforts to 
secure religious equality, both as regards 
National Education and Ecclesiastical 
polity, and ~ove all, his generous and 
long-sustained endeavours to promote 
Christian unity."-'iV. A. Blake, Chair
man. 
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BAPTISMS. 
Nenth, EngliBh Ohurch,-Dec. 251 Eleven by A 

F.Mills. ' 

Bugbrook, N orthamptonshire.-Dec. 29, One, by 
E. M. C. Botterill. 

O.r,ford, Commorcin.l-roo.d.-Oct. 0 Eleven, Jan 
9, Fhre, by Geo. Hill. ' ' . 

Pori,$1norith 1 Le.ke-ron.<l, La.ndport. - Dec. 28, 
Chaf.f-eriJ.-Dec. 29, Two, by H. B. Robinson. Three, by T. W. Medhurst. . 

Prf~:~~ter, Hamilton-place.-Dec. 25, Two, by p. 

Coleraine. Ireland.-Dec. 18, Two, by AlexELnder 
CELrson, M.A. 

Poundolos.-Deo. 25, One, by D. Davie.s. 
Rotlle,-ham.-Dec. 25. Four, by G. Whitehead. 
Torq11-ay, Upton V11le.-J1111, l, Five, by E. Ed-

wards. 
Horsforth, Leeds.-Dec. 22, Five, by John Harper. 
Ufl'e.<::. Sussex.-Dec. 14, Three, bv the Pastor 

W. Miller. One, for the Church at Uckfleld. ' 

Watcllet,__ Smnerset.-Dcc. 25 Three Jan. 8, Two, 
by G. W . .1.toughton. 

Ma,,ey Hampton.-Dec. 25, One, by G. Charles
worth. 

Westmancote.-Dec. 2r,, Three, by W. J. Smith. 
Worstead.-Jan. 1, One, by W. H. Payne. 

Metropolitan District-
Vauxllall.-Jan_ lb, Five, by Geo. Hearson. 

PASTORS' C()LLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE; 
PRESIDENT-C. H, SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts f1·om December litli, 1870, to Jan1W,1·y 19th, 1871. 

Collected by Mr_ Wil-
lia.ms 

S.E.Y. 
M.A.Y .... ---
Mr. J. Hallidn,y .. . 
-Wilson ...... __ _ 
Miss A. Thompson ... 
!,fr. A. Doggett ... 
Mr. R. H. Pomfret ... 
Mr. E. S. Neale .. . 
T.J ......... . 
M.J. --
Totteridge ... 
Mr. w. TELylor ... 
First Fruits 
A Nurse, !'-n Orphan 
A Sinner ........ . 
Husband and Wife __ _ 
S. E. 
A Thankoffering for 

Spiritua,l Mercies ... 
Quebec--M. M. Q. 
Mr. Vickery 
Mr. Brock ... 
Mr. W. Thomas 
Mrs. Johnstone ... 
Mrs. S. GlelllllLll 
Mr. McDougall __ _ 
Mr. C. W. Roberts 
H.A. 
Mr. Alfred Searle 
Mr. W. Wright ... 
C. S.F. 
Mrs.T. 
G. M. R. 
Mr. A. Ladbrook 
Mr. W. Tucknott 
A since.re friend, Rox.-

ton ........... . 

.£ s. d. 

5 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 2 6 
0 1 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
l O 0 
0 10 0 
O 2 G 
O 2 G 
0 3 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 

10 17 2 
3 0 0 
l O 0 
0 5 0 
0 4 5 
l 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 5 0 
l O 0 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 

50 0 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
I 5 O 

0 5 0 

A Friend ........ . 
Mr. William Ewing .. . 
A Friend, per Mrs. 

Raines ........ . 
Mrs. A. Rutherford, 

.£ s. d. 
0 1 0 
1 0 0 

20 0 0 

Geelong ... I 1 0 
Mrs. HowELrd ... ... 50 O O 
Mrs. Haggett .. . .. . l 5 0 
Mr. S. Fairey ... ... 1 0 0 
Miss Smith... ... ___ 5 ~ 0 
A Sister, late of Green-

ford ........ . 
J.L. .. . 
MissWade ..... . 
Mr. H. Tubby .. . 
Mr. J. Brewer ---
Mr. J, Feltham .. . 
A Friend ..... . 
B. c ......... . 
J. c. 
Micah vii. 4 to 10 
Mrs.Camps ... 
Friends, per Mr. T. 

Middleton ... 
Mr. J. Campbell 
R.L .......... ---
Two Friends, Craig ... 
Miss Walker 
The Misses Dransfleld 
Charlotte Ware 
E.McP. 
Norwich ........ . 
A follower of Jesus .. . 
A.B ............ . 
A lover of Sermons .. . 
A constant reader .. . 
Commercial BELnk of 

Scotland ... 
Maryport ........ . 

0 .'..i 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
5 5 0 
1 0 0 
l 0 0 
0 6 0 
o 5 d 
0 4 0 
5 0 0 

1 17 G 
1 0 0 
I O 0 
0 2 G 
0 4 10 
2 2 0 
0 7 G 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 0 
0 2 G 
0 7 6 
0 7 0 

l O O 
1 0 0 

J. s ....... --- .. . 
Mr. Bowker's Class .. . 
Friend, per Mr. Pass-

.£ s. d 
0 4 0 

30 0 0 

more· ......... 130 
Mary Ann Candle,;.... 0 2 6 
Profit of Tea, Mr. 

Bowker's Olass .. . 
'Mr. Rawlings ... .. . 
Mr. William Pedley 
Mr. J. Neve 
Rev. W. Whale .. . 
Mrs. Wood ..... . 
Miss Maxwell .. . 
A Friend .. . 
Miss Oaks ........ . 
Mr. William Mayo .. . 
Mr. W. Oo.sson ..... . 
Mr. H. Thompson .. . 
Of His 0wn do we 

1 10 0 
0 5 0 
2 2 0 
1 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
2 0 0 
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 

10 0 0 

giveHim ...... 5 0 0 
Oollection at Carlton 

Chapel, Southampton 2 15 
Collection at Cornwo.11-

road, Brixton, Sun
day-school ... ... 1 7 

Weekly Offerings at· 
Metropolitan Ta-
bernacle, Dec. 18... 40 0 5 

,,2549211 
Jan. l 40 0 Ii 

8 30 2 9 
15 20 11 1 -----

;6444 11 7 ---
Sul:)scriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, 

Newington, • 
CHARLES BLACKSHA W. 
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JOY-A DOCTRINE AND A PRECEPT. 

A SERMON, DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TA11ERNACLE, BY C. l'i. SPURGEON. 

"And these things write we unto you that your joy may be full-I Jons i. 4. 

VERY closely does the apostle John resemble his Lord in the motive that prompted 
him to write this epistle ! You remember how Christ said, in His last discourse to 
His disciples on the eve of His passion-" These things have I spoken unto you 
that your joy may be full ;" and how He counselled them, "Ask and reeeive that 
your joy may be full;" and how He prayed _the Father for them, "that they might 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves." Here then the beloved disciple, moved by 
the Spirit of God, reflects and follows out the same gracious purpose : '' These 
things write we unto you that your joy may be full." What an evidence of our 
Saviour's deep attachment to His people that He is not content with having made 
their ultimate salvation sure, but He is anxious concerning their present state of 
mind! He delights that His people should not only be safe, but happy; not merely 
saved, but rejoicing in His salvation. It does not please your Saviour for you to 
hang your head as the bulrush, and go mourning all your days. He would have 
you rejoice in Him always; for this end He has made provision, and to this end 
He has given us precepts. 

Hence it appears that THE CHRISTIAN'S JOY NEEDS LOOKING AFTER. We should 
not find the Apostle Johii, writing to promote that which in the natural order 
of things would be sure to occur. In this object of pastoral anxiety, he seems to 
include the whole of the Apostolic College with himself when he says-" These 
things write we unto you that your joy might be full," as if your joy would not 
be full unless inspired apostles should be commissioned of God to further it. 1 our 
joy then, I say, wants looking after; I do not doubt but you have very suggestive 
proofs of this yourselves, in your external circumstances. You cannot always 
rejoice, because, although your treasure is not in this world, your aflliction is. 
Poverty will sometimes be too heavy a cross for you to sing under. Sickness some
times casts you upon a bed on which you have not, as yet, learned to rejoice. 
Losses befal you in business, failures of hope, forsaking of friends, and cruelty of 
foes; and' any of these may prove like winter nights which nip the green leaves 
of your joy, and mall:e them fade and fall off from your bough. You cannot al ways 
rejoice, but sometimes there is a needs-be that you should be in heaviness through 
mai!fold temptations. I suppose none of you are so perfectly happy as to be without 
some trial. Your joy will need to be looked after then, lest these water-floods 
should come in and quench it. You will need to cry to Him who alone can keep 
its flame burning, to trim it with fresh oil. 

I suppose, too, that you liave moods and susceptibilities which make it no easy 
matter to maintain perpetual joy. If you have not, I have. Sometimes there will 
be deep depression of spirit, you can scarce tell why or wherefore. That strong 
wing with which you mounted like an eagle will seem to flap the air in vain. That 
heart of yours, which once flew upwards like the lark rising from amidst the dew, 
will lie eold and heavy like a stone upon the earth, and you will find it hard to 
rejoice. 

Besides, sin will stop the beginning of your holy mirth, and when you would 
dance for joy, like David before the ark, some internal corruption will come to 
hamper your delight. Ah, beloved! it is not easy to sing while you fight. 
Christian soldiers ought to do it; they should march to battle with song-s or' 
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triumph, thRt their spirits mRy be nerved to desperate valour against their 
mbred corruptions ; but sometimes the garment rolled in blood, and the dust and 
the turmoil, will stay for awhile the looked for shout of victory, With trials ~any 
and mRnifold; trials from the thorns and briars of this fallen world ; trials from 
::,9:ta1;1-ic suggestions ; trials from the uprisi!1gs of black fountains of corruption 
~thm your o_wn poll'?-ted ~earts, you have mdeed need t~at your joy, to keep it 
i ull, and flowmg at h1gh tide, should be guarded and supplied by an influence above 
your own, and fed from a celestial spring. 

I dare say you have learned by this time, my beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ 
how exceedingly necessary it is that this joy of yours should bo abundant. Whe~ 
~l of joy we are more tb9:n a match f?r the adversary of souls, but when our joy 
1s gone, fear slackens our smews, and hke Peter, we may be vanquished by a little 
maid. When our joy in the Lord is at its full, we can bear that the fig-tree should 
not blossom, that the herd should be cut off from the stall, and the flocks from 
the field, but how heavy our sorrows are to bear, how impatient we become when 
the chains that link heaven and earth are disarranged, or the communication in 
any way intercepted. If we can see the Saviour's face without a cloud between, 
then temptation has no power over us, and all the glittering shams that sin can 
offer us are eclipsed in their brilliance by the true gold of spiritual joy which W(;) 
have in our possession. Oh, what rapture! 

" I would not change my blest estate 
For all that earth calls good or great ; 
And while my faith can keep her hold 
I envy not the sinner's gold." 

Thus the Christian, by his holy joy, outbraves temptation and is strong to endure 
a martyrdom of woe. Why you can do anything when the joy of the Lord is within 
you. Like a roe or a young hart thou leapest over the mountains of Betha. The 
mountains cannot appal thee ; thou makest them a stepping-stone across the brook. 
The heavie6t tempests which lower over thee cannot chill nor damp thy courage, for 
thy song pierces it, and thy soul mounts above it all into the clear blue of fellow
ship with thy God. But when this joy is gone, then are we weak, like Sampson 
when his hair was shorn. We become the slaves of temptation, if we do not 
yield to its treacherous enticements; at any rate it harasses us, and so enervates 
the power with which we were wont to glorify our God. The Christian's joy wants 
looking to. If any of you have lost the joy of the Lord, I pray y-ou do not think it 
a small loss. I have heard of a minister who said that a Christian lost nothing by 
sin---and then he added-" except his joy-;" and one replied-" Well, and what 
else would you have him lose ? " That 1s quite enough. To lose the light of my 
Father's countenance, to lose my full assurance of interest in Christ, to lose my 
heaven below-oh! this is a loss great enough! Let us walk carefully, ,let us 
walk prayerfully, that so we may realise perpetually joy and peace even to the 
full. Let none of us be content to sit down in misery. There is such a thing 
as getting habituated to melancholy. My bias is toward that state of mind, but 
hy the grace of God I resist it. If we begin to give way to this foolishness, we shall 
soon weave forged chains for ourselves which we cannot readily snap. Take your 
harp from the willows, be_lieve1;s. Do not let your fingers f?rget the well-kno:wn 
strings. Come, let us praise Him. If we hav~ looked black m the face for awhile,_ 
let us brighten up with th~ thought~ of _Christ. At any rate, l~t us not.be easy 
till we have shaken off this lethargic distemper, and once agam come mto the 
normal state of health in which a child of God should be found, that of spiritual 
joy. 

THE CHRISTIAN'S JOY LIES MAINLY IN THINGS REYEALED, otherwise it would 
not find its fitting sustenance in words inspired. 



,JOY-.\ DO( TRl~E A~I ► A f'RffEPT. 

If the Christian's joy lay in the wine-vat and in the barn, in the landed estate 
or the hoarded purse, it would only be necessary that the vineyard should yield 
plenteous clusters, that the harvest should be crowned with abundance, that peace 
should frevail, and trade should prosper; forthwith the heritor and the merchant 
have al t)rnt heart could wish. Ilut th_e Ch:istian's joy i~ not touched by these 
vulgar thmgs. These common-place satisfact10ns do not smt the noble mind of the 
believer. He thanks God for all the bounties of the basket and the barn, but he 
cannot feast his soul upon stocks or fruits that perish with the using. He wants 
something better. The Apostle John seems to tell us this when he says, "And 
the.se things write I unto you "-nothing about prosperity in this world, bnt all 
about fellowship with Christ-" And tl,ese things write we unto yon that your joy 
may be full." From which I infer that ecerything which is revealed to us i11 Scrip
ture has for its intention the .flllin_q up of the Christian's Joy. 
. What is Scripture all about, then? Is it not, first and foremost, concerning 
Jesus Christ? Take thou this Book, and distil it into one word, and I will tell 
thee what it is-it is JEsus. All this is but the body of Christ. I may look upon 
all these pages as the swaddling-bands of the infant Saviour, and if you unrol 
Scripture, you come to Jesus Christ himself. Now, beloved, is not Jesus Christ 
the sum and snmmit of your joy ? I hope we do not utter a falsehood when we ~~~rl~=-~- . 

"Jesus, the very thought of Thee 
With rapture fills my breast, 

Tho' sweeter far Thv face to see 
And in Thy bosom rest. 

Jesus-man yet God; allied to us in ties of blood. Why, here is mirth! Here is 
Christmas all the year round. In the Nativity of the Saviour there is joy for us
the babe in Bethlehem born; God has taken man into co=union with Himself. 
Jesus the Saviour ; here is release from the groans of sin ; here is an end to the 
moans of despair. He comes to break the bars of brass, and to cut the gates of 
iron in sunder. 

"Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease ! 

'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'Tis life, 'tis health, 'tis peace." 

Scripture, surely, has well taken its cue. Would it make us joyful, it has done 
well to make Christ its head and front. 

A.ll the doctrines of the Bible have a tendency, when properly understood and 
received, to foster the Christian's joy. Let us mention one or two of them. 
There is that ancient, much-abused, but most delightful doctrine of election, 
that " all worlds before" Jesus elected His people, and looked with eyes of infinite 
love upon them as He saw them in the glass of futurity. What, Christian, 
canst thou believe thyself "loved with an everlasting love," and not rejoicer 
Was it not the doctrine of election that made David dance before the urk. When 
a Michel sneered at him for dancing, he said, "It was before the Lord that chose 
me before thy father (Saul), and all his house." Surely to be chosen of God, to Le 
selected from the mass of mankind, and made favourites of the heart of deity
this ought to make us, in our worst moments, sing with joy of heart. Oh, that 
doctrine of election! 1 wish some of you. would acquaint yourselves with it in the 
psalmody of the Church, rather than in the wrangling of the schools. It is a ti·ee 
that puts forth its luxuriance in the tropical climate of Divine love; but it looks 
dwarfed and barren in the arctic regions of human logic. Then there are the 
dootrines which, like living waters, drop from this sacred and hidden fountain. 
Take, for instance, that of redemption. To be bought with a price-a price who~e 
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dlicacy is not questionable; bought so that we are now J csu's property never to 
be lost; bought, not with that general redemption which holds to tho sinner's eye n 
precarious contingency, but bought with an effectual rnnsom which saves ev-ery 
blood-bought sinner becattse he was redeemed-his own proper self, of God'3 own 
g-ood will. Oh ! here is occasion for song ! 

"Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Wandering from the fold of God ; 

He to rescue me from danger 
Interposed His precious blood." 

Canst thou see the blood-mark on thyself and not rejoice? Oh, Christian, surely 
1hy joy ought to be full! Or turn to the doctrine of justification, and consider 
how through faith every believer is "acce~ted in the beloved," and stands 
"Tapped in _Jesu's righteo~sness, as fair in Gods sight as if he' had never sinned'. 
Why, here 1s a theme for Joy! Know and acknowledge thy union with Christ-

" One with Jesus, 
By eternal union one." 

}[embers of His body, "of His flesh, and of His bones," and what ?-not a song 
after this '. Row sweet the music ought to be where this is the theme ! Then 
too, to mention no more, there is one doctrine which is like a handful of pearls_: 
that of eternal preservation unto the glory which is to be revealed at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ. You are " kept by the power of God through faith unto salva
tion." You shall be with Him where He is. You shall behold His glory. 
"Whom he justified, them He also glorified." Oh! canst thou put on this robe 
of splendour, and go up to the throne where Christ has already made the& sit 
representatively in His own person, and canst thou not begin to-night thy song 
which shall ne,er end; Truly we have but to mention the truth, and you can 
think it, over for yourselves-every doctrine of revelation is to the Christian a 
~ource of joy. , 

Well, and nery part of Christian experience is to further our joy. "Why," 
,a'l's one, "all a Christian's experience is not joyful." I grant you that, but 
remember that all a Christian's experience is not Christian experience. Christians 
experience a great deal which they do not experience as Christians ; but experience 
i l because they are not such Christians as they ought to be. I believe that much 
"f that g;roaning which some people think such a deal of, is rather of the devil than 
of the Spirit of God. Certainly that unbelief which some people seem to look upon 
a, such a precious flower is rank herbage, never sown in us by the hand of God 
t 11e Holy Spirit. Beloved, there is a mourning which comes from the Spirit of 
<;vd; that is a joyful mourning, if I may use such a strange expression. Sorrow 
for sin is sweet sorrow; I would never wish to miss it. · I think Rowland 
Hill was right when he said that it wculd be his only regret in going to heaven, 
tl1at he could not repent any more. Oh! repentance, true evangelical repentance, 
i, not that half-bitter thing which comes from the law. It is a sweet genial thing. 
l do not know, beloved, when I am more perfectly happy than when I am weeping 
for sin at the foot of the cross. I find that to be one of the safest and best places 
\\here I can stand. I have sometimes thought that the raptures of communion, 
l have known, are not altogether so deep-though they may be higher-not, I 
,.s.1y, so deep as the pensive joy of weeping over pardoned sin; when-

" Dissolved by His goodness I fall to the ground 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found." 

10s, sorrow for sin is a part of the Christian'll experience which helps to fill his 
: .. \". A.nd thouo·h your cares and anxieties, dear friends, with regard to the things 
,,i this world, .;a): be very distreEsing, yet remember, in every drop of gall which 
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your Father gives you to driuk, there is, if you can find it, a whole seafnl of 
sweetn~ss. God sends you trials to wean rou from the w_-orld-a happy result, how
ever. gnevous the process. Oh! that I might never demre to suck of the breasts of 
lter consolation any more'. Oh'. to come to Christ, and find my all in Him' Believe 
me, beloved, our JOY ends where the love of the world begins. If we harl no idols 
on earth-if we made neither our children, nor our friends, nor our wealth, nor 
ourselves, our idols-we should not have half the trials that we have. Foolish 
loves make rods for foolish backs. God save us from these, and when He does 
though the means may seem severe, they arc intended to promote our joyq by 
destroying the eggs of our sorrows. Jlut there is much of a Christian's expe
rience that is all _joy, and must be all joy. For instance, to have faith in Christ, 
to rest in Him-is not that joy? To sing from one's heart-

" I know that safe with Him remains, 
Protected by His power, 

What I've committed to His hands 
Till the decisive hour." 

Is not that joy ? And even that humbler note-
" Nothing in my hands I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling"-

has the germ of heaven in it. Truly, there can be no more delightful place for 
the soul to stand than close to the cross, covered with the crimson droppings of 
blood, and clasping Christ Himself! And then hope is another part of the Chris
tian's experience. What a fountain of joy it is ! We are saved by hope. Sweetly 
does the Psalmist express himself, ":My soul fainteth for Thy salvation, but 1 hope 
in Thy Word." To the followers of Christ there is a full assurance of hop.e; 
"which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil." A.hove all things Christian fellowship is the 
chief auxiliary of Christian joy. Read the verse that immediately precedes our 
text-" That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus. Christ." Ah! now we hit the mark. This is the centre of the 
target. Fellowship with Christ is the swnmum bormm ; it fills up the measure of 
joy. All other graces and gifts may help to fill our cup of blessedness; but fellow
ship with saints in their fellowship with the Father and the Son-surely this of 
itself must suffice to fill our vessels to the very brim. Falness of joy : Did you 
ever prove it, my beloved? I think some of you have. Nay, I know you have. 
You could not have contained more joy-you were full to overflowing. You know 
that a little joy is healthful, be it rehef from anxiety, pleasure after pain, or even 
a cheerful thought in breasts to sorrow prone; but to have a fulness of joy, joy 
that pulsates through our very nerve, and paints the entire universe of God's good
ness before our eyes in a meridian glow-t):iis is a myriad of blessings in one. lf 
J held in my hand a glass, and poured water into it till it were full, right to the 
very brim, till it seemed as if the least touch would make it run over-well, that 
is how the Christian sometimes is. "Why," says he,. "I could not feel more 
happy ! If any one should make me rich, if I could have all that the worlclling 
craves, I could not be any happier; I am rich to all the interests of bli~s since 
thou, 0 God, art mine. It is not every man that can go home, and s:iy, '· There is 
nothing on earth I want, and there is nothing in heaven that I yearn after beyond 
the endowments my God has already bestowed on me. "Whom have I in heaven 
hut Thee, and who is there upon earth I desire beside Thee?" Go to, ye that pine 
for joy, and traverse the wide earth round in fnutless search, my soul sits down 
at the foot of the cross, and says, "I have found it here!" Go, like the swallow, 
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tty aoross th~ purple Sl'as t? find . a~other summer now that this is over ; my soul 
would stop Just where she 1s. L1Ymg at the foot of the cross, my sun is in its 
solstice, and stands still for ever-never stirring, never moving; without parallax 
or shadow of a tropic ; evermore the same, bright, and full, and 6"lorious. Oh 
Christian ! this is a blessed experience. May you know it all your life long ! ' 

Never doubt, my dear friends, that every precept in the Word of God is intended 
to further the Christian's happiness. ·when I read the ten commandments, I 
understand them to be just and salutary directions not to do myself any harm. 
The spirit of the law seems to me benevolent in its warnings. If I were com
manded not to put my finger into the fire, and did not know that fire would burn, 
I ought t-0 be thankful for the prohibition, If I were commanded not to plunge 
into the sea, not having known before that the sea would drown, I should be 
thankful for the interdict. God's precepts are designed to enlighten our eyes and 
preserw our feet from falling. They forbid what is dangerous, hurtfal. God 
never denies his servants anything that is really for their good. His laws are 
freed-men's rules;_ t~ey_ are never fetters to the Christian. And as for the precepts 
of our blessed Chr1sti.an1ty, they every one of them promote our happiness. Let me 
take one or two of them. "Love one another;" that is the first. Well now, 
when are you _happiest? When you feel spiteful and bitter towards everybody 
else, or when you feel charity towards the faulty, and love towards your fellow
servants ? I know when I feel best. There are some people who seem to have 
been suckled upon vinegar ; wherever they go, always see some defect. Were 
there to be men on earth again such as Chrysostom, and others of his day, who 
have been pourtrayed in history, or like the Nazarites of Jeremiah's plaintive 
hymn, "Purer than snow and whiter than milk," they would say, "Ah! well, 
though their reputation is unsullied, we do not know what they do in secret!
we cannot scan their motives ! " Some people are always in a cynical suspicious 
humour, but they who "love one another" can see much to rejoice in everywhere. 
We are told in Scripture to "serve the Lord with diligence," and I am sure it is 
"the diligent soul" that is made fat. The do-nothing people are generally those 
who say-

'' Lord, what a wretched land is this 
That yields us no supplies." 

It ought to be a wretched land to lazy people. Those that will not work, neither 
shall they eat, neither in spiritual things or in temporal shall they be fed. If in 
the winter you complain of cold, get;ou to the plough, and you will soon be full 
of warmth ; sit ye down, groan, an complain, and blow your blue fingers, and 
you shall soon find the cold starve yo-:.i yet more and more. Holy activity is the 
mother of holy joy. And growth in grace, ag~; why, when is a man happiert~a?
when he grows in grace ? To be at a stand-still, to contract one's self-why, this 1s 
misery! To force one's understanding, like a Chinese foot into a Chinese shoe, is 
torture; but to have a mind that is capable of learning, to be a?le sometimes to 
say "There I was wrong;" to be able to feel that you know a httle more to-day 
tha~ you did yesterday, because God the Spirit has been teaching you, why this is 
joy, this is happiness ; this is such as God would have us know! 
· All the writings of Scripture, whether they be doctrinal, experimental, or prac
tical, have the drift which John indicates in these words-" That your joy may be 
full!" 

Haying thus bhown that the Christian's joy needs looking after, and that it is 
mainly fed upon things revealed in Scripture, the inference clearly must be that 
we should constantly read THE SCRIPTURES, . 

Read the Scriptures in 1n·eference to any otl,ei· book. What a deal of re~drng 
there is now-a-da, ! But how large a proportion of what you call popular htera-
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ture is mere chaff-c]ltting-nothing more. Why, I am really ashamed to state 
t~e fact ~h~t l' am bound, as a Ch~s~ian minist;r, to denounce. You _cannot pub
hsh a rehg1ous newspaper, or a religious magazme, as a rule, to make 1t pay with
out a religious·novel in it, and these religious novels are a disgrace to the 'Chris
tianity of the nineteenth century. People's minds must be in a 'lueer state when they 
can eat nothing but these whipped-ci:eams and syllabubs; for people who would be 
healthy should sit down to something solid, and their stimulants should be con
sistent with sobriety. You will ne.ver attain the mental growth of men and women 
by feeding on such stuff· as that. You may make lack-a-daisical people in the 
shape of .men and women, but the thinking soul with something in it, the woman 
who would serve her God as a true helper to the Christian ministry, the young man 
who would proclaim Christ and win souls, need some better nutriment than the 
poor stuff that modern literature deals out so plentifully. Oh! my dear friends, 
read the Bible in prefe;rence to all such books! They·only deprave your taste. If 
you want these books, have them. We would not deny pigs their proper food ; and 
I would not deny any person living that which his taste goes after, provided it does 
not shock decent morals. I lament the taste rather than the indulgence of it; if 
you have a soul that can appreciate the pleasures of wisdom, eschew the trifles of 
folly; and if you have been taught to love verities and substantial truths, you 
scarcely need that I should say-" Search the Scriptures." Search them diligently, 
frequently, and statedly. 

Preje,· the Scriptures to all 1·eligious books. In our books and our sermons
we will say it of all of them-we do our best to give you the truth, but we are 
like the gold-beaters, whose brazen arms you can see out over their doors-we get 
a little bit of gold, and we ha=er it out. Some of my brethren are mighty hands 
at the craft. They can hammer out a very small piece of gold so as to cover 
a whole acre of talk. But the best of us, those who would seek to bring out the 
doctrines of grace in love, are poor, poor things. Read the Bible for yourselves 
more, and connne less in your glossaries. I would rather see the whole stock of 
my sermons in a blaze, all burned to ashes, than that they should keep anybody 
from reading the Bible. If they may act as a finger pointing to certain chapters
" Read this! read this! "-I am thankful to have printed them. But if they keep 
you away from your Bibles-burn them ! burn them! Do not let them lie on the 
top of the Scriptures ; put them somewhere at the bottom, for that is their proper 
place. So with all sorts of religious books: they are a sort of mixture, their 
human thinking dilutes Divine revelation. Keep you to the revelation of God, 
pure and sitnple. 

And, when you read your Bible, do read it in earnest. There are se,eral ways 
of reading the Bible. There is a skimming over the sUl'face of it, content with 
the letter. There is also diving into it, and praying yourselves down deep into the 
soul of it: that is the way to read the Bible. Do not always read it one verse at 
a time. How would Milton's Paradise Lost be understood if read by little snatches, 
selected at random. You would never scan the plll'pose or design of the poem. 
Read one book through. Read John's Gospel. Do not read a bit of John and then 
a bit of Mark, but read John through, and get at John's drift. Remember that 
Matthew, though he wrote of the same Saviour as Luke, is not more various in his 
style than he is distinct in his aim, and, in a certain sense, independent of the testi
mony he bears. The four evangelists are four separate witnesses, each giving a 
special contribution to the doctrine as well as the history of Christ. 1I:atthew, for 
instance, shows you Jesus as a king. You will notice that most of his parables 
begin with "a king." "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened." Mark 
shows you Christ as the servant. Luke shows you Christ as man, giving- ~ketches 
of His childhood; and his parables begin with "A certain man;" while John 
teaches you Christ in His godhead, with a starting point far different from the 
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three others, which have been 8tyled the Synoptical Gospels. " In the beg-inning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." Try, if you 
can, to get a hold of what the books mean, and pray God the Holy Spirit to lead you 
into the drift and aim of the sacred 'IITiters in so writing. I would like to see my 
Church-members, all of them, good hard, solid Bible-students. Beloved, I would 
not be nfraid of all the errors of Popery, Infidelity, Sooinianism, Plymouth 
Brethrenism, or anv other" ism," if you were to read your Bibles. You will thus 
keep clear of the whole lot. There is no doubt about your standing firm to the 
good old faith which we seek to teach you, if you do but keep to Scripture. The 
Book, the one Book, the Book of books, the Bible! That studied, not hurriedly, 
but with a determination to compare spiritual things with spiritual, and to observe 
the analogy of faith, you shall :find a well-spring of delight and holy joy which men 
of letters who dabble in the proudest classics might envy ; for Isaiah is better than 
Homer, and David is richer than Horace. But better still, you shall stand while 
others fall. 

BUT ARE WE ALL DELlEVERS? Is TIDS BOOK J"OY TO ALL OF US? 
That is a significant pronoun in the text-" These things write we unto you 

that your joy may be full." To whom WTites he? Is it to you? Young 
woman, does the Scripture write to you that your joy may be full P Young man, 
does the Scripture speak to yoM to fill you with holy joy? You do not know 
whether it does or not; you do not care about it. Then, it does not speak to 
you. You get plenty of joy elsewhere. Well, it does not speak to you. It does 
not mtrude upon you. It lets you alone. It offers you no joy. You ha-ve got 
enough. "The whole have no need of a physician, but they that are sick." 

But there are some of you here who want a joy, and you have not found it. You 
are uneasy. You cannot find a tree to build your nest on. You are like the 
needle, when it is turned away from its pole-you cannot be quiet. You have 
got a horse-leech m you that is ever crying "Give, give!" You are uneasy. 
Oh·! dear friend, I am glad to hear it! May that uneasiness go on increasing. 
Ma_y you become weary of heart, and heavy-laden of Spirit, for I have a whisper 
for vou. Jesus Christ has come into the world to call to Himself all those who 
labour and are heavy-laden, aud when you are sick and weary with the world, 
come to Him, come to Him. What, you have been turned out, have you? The 
world has got all it could out of you, and thrust you away? Now Jesus Christ 
will have you. Come to Him! Come to Him! He will receive you. So you are 
burnt out, are vou? A.II the goodness that was in you is burned up, and you have 
become now nothing but smoking flax, a stench in the estimation of your once 
:flattering companions ? You are· nowhere. They do not like you. You are 
mopish and miserable. Oh 1 come to Him, come to Him, come to Him! He will 
not quench vou. Your music is all over, is it? You were like .a reed, like one of 
Pan's pipes: You could give out s_ome music once, but you got br~ised, and you 
cannot make one sound or note of JOY, Well, poor soul, come to Him! Come to 
Him! He will not break you. He will not break the bruised reed, nor q nench 
the smoking flax. 

'' Vir eary souls that wander wide 
From the central source of bliss, 

Turn to Jesu's wounded side, 
Look to that dear blood of His." 

Here is peace, here is joy in Christ Jesus. Oh! if you are sick-of the world, come 
ye to· my Master! May God the Holy Spirit bless this sickness, and make you 
come, because you have nowhere else to go'.· Jesus Christ will receive the devil's 
ca.st-aways. The very sweepings of ple_asur_e, the ~regs of the intoxic_ating cup, 
those who have gone so far that now thell' friends reJect them, Jesus Christ accepts. 
May He acu·pt me, and accept you, and then in Him our joy shall be full! Amen. 



EVERYTHING FOR :NOTHING. 

J!Y THE REV. J, TEALL. 

UNDER the above title the re~ders of 
the BAPTIST MESSENGER have with me 
reviewed :' the Gospel of our s~lvation.'; 
W_e have loo~e~ at that Gospel as 
bemg "good tidings 0f great joy." As 
"~verything" to bankrupt and im
prisoned debtors - discharging their 
obl~gati~ns, and opening the doors of 
the1r prison-house. As " everythin"'" 
to ~l~ves, in b~ndage and degradation 
-givmg them.liberty, and, with it, the 
privileges of citizenship. As " every
t~g " to the sickly and diseased
givmg them strength and cure. As 
" e".e~ything" to the spiritually dead 
-givmg them "newness of life " and 
so :fitting them for an existen'ce co
eternal with our Jesus Himself. Such 
is "our Gospel.'' · Most truly and cer
tain! y " everything." 

As promised in 01;1-r former paper, we 
now resume the subJect, and try to pen, 
for the benefit of the readers of this 
serial, a thought or two upon the 
second part of our title. We wish to 
show that, while to us the Gospel is 
" everything," cquall y certain is it 
that, at the same time, it is "every
thing for nothing." 

Let us look at this assertion and 
may the Spirit prevent me from ~iting 
one word that shall in any way seem 
even .to de_preciat~ the immense,-nay, 
more, the mconceivable,-value of this 
boo~. To us it comes "for nothing." 
It 1s a gift-yes! But it is an "un
spea!rable gift," for it was purchased at 
a price, 

"All price beyond ! " 

Aye, indeed! . To our salvation the old 
P:ov~rb will oover apply,-" Nothing 
did it cost, and nothing is it worth." 
True, we read of "the common salva.
tion." Yes! But this expression of 
thQ Apostle is not intended to represent 
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this boon as being something that is 
worthless, mean, and unworthy of 
notice-not a bit of it! Rather it is 
"the comm0n salvation," because it is 
universal in the extent of the blessings 
it communicates ; while, without re
spect o_f p~rsons, it is adapted to bring· 

1 under rts mfluence all sorts and condi-
1 tions of men. In no other respect is 
, this. blessing " comm0n." .A.nd, oh! 
I what can we say touching the price of 
I our redemption ? What language can 
i we employ that shall convey anythino
: like an adequate conception of the vast 
1 cost of our title to the "Father's house 

of many mansions," which we hope to 
occupy? Why, inspired apostles were 
lost in the contemplation of this matter! 
"Oh! the depths of the riches," cries 
one. " Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us ! " says 
another. Angelsthat"excelinstren~h" 
and who "fly swiftly," cannot ~de;
stand the_ price of redemption. Xo, 
" these things the angels desire to look 
in to," and in this way " celestial 
students," in all probability, they will 
for ever continue. Yes, look at this 
business, my reader, and immediately 
the incarnation, the poverty, the suffer
ing, the death of " I=anuel, God 
with us," all present themselves to thy 
review. "Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus," said the .Angel who announced 
His approaching nativity, and this was 
the reason-" For He shall save His 
people from their sins." upon this 
subject an eminent divine writes, with 
grea.t truthfulness and beauty, "The 
blessing comes every way free to us, 
but it cost Him dear. The bread, 
said He, which I give, is My flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the 
world. Princes have often sacrificed 
the lives of their subjects to their own: 
yea, and where their own have not been 

, m danger, they haw offerecl thousands 
! of victims on tho altar of their vanity 
; or 1·eve11ge. But the P1·inc2 of peac·e 
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gave His life, a ransom for many. He 
was poor : He was a Man of sorrows ; 
you see Him agonizing in the garden, 
and hear Him exclaiming on the Cross, 
'Mv God, Mv God, why hast Thou for
saken Me ? ' . WhY was all this ? Was 
He guilty~ In Him was no sin; yet 
Re was· esteemed stricken, smitten 
of God, and afllicted. Ilut He was 
wounded for our transgressions ; He 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and by His stripes we are healed ! 
'One died for all.'" Oh, my soul, 
never forget either the mystery, or the 
majestv, or the mercy of this transfer. 
It cannot be full, comprehended, but it 
is by the Apostle· Peter explained, when 
he sai"S, "Forasmuch as ye know that 
ve were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, such as silver and gold, from 
vour vain conversation recl)ived by 
tradition from your fathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
Lamb without blemish and without 
spot." This is the price-

" And what is this ?-survey the won-
d'rous cure, 

And at each step let higher wonder rise ! 
Pardon for infinite offence, and pardon 
Thro' means that speak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood, with blood 

divine! 
With blood divine of Him I made my foe!" 

Oh, how true that-

" For the vilest of the vile He dies." 

"It cost Him death to save our lives, 
To buy our souls it cost His own ; 

And all the unknown joys He gives 
Were bought with agonies unknown." 

Returning, then, to our former figure 
of DEIJT, BANKRUPTCY, IMPRISONMENT, 
here we shall find this statement cor
rect. Our deliverance from the eternal 
prison cost us nothing. No, but by 
our Surety, Divine justice was most 
amply satisfied. Read on, my friend, 
"A.s for thee also, by the blood of thy 
covenant, I have sent forth thy pri
soners out of the pit wherein is no 
water." "Turn vou to the strong 
hold, -ye prisoners o·f hope: even to-day 

do I declare that I will render double 
unto thee." Yes, for this sublime this 
God-hon?uring purpose, the eternal Son 
became mcarnate, Hence, concerning 
Him and His work, the prophet wrote 
these words,-" I the Lord, have called 
thee in l'ighteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee and 
give th_ee for a covenant of the p~ople, 
for a ~1ght of the G~ntiles ; to open 
the blmd eyes, to br!Ilg out the pri
soners from the pri$on, and them that 
sit in darkness out of the prison house." 
Thus I walk at large, and all I receive 
comes to me for nothing, but the price 
of my deliverance will never be fully 
comprehended until it is shone upon by 
the light that surrounds the throne. 

" Ye debtors whom He gives to know 
That you ten thousand talents owe, 
When humble at His feet you fall, 
Your gracious God forgives them all," 

Let us look at our second figure of 
RELEASE FROM SLAVERY A.ND BONDA.GE. 
I get this, if I experimentally under
stand and enjoy the salvation that is 
made known in "our gospel." A.ye! 
and I need it too ; for every man, 
before his conversion, is bound in the 
worst of all thraldom, because he is 
" led captive by the devil at his will." 
When happily, he obtains release and 
freedom, these blessings come to him 
" for nothing ; " but ample was the 
provision made for his redemption. 
We can illustrate the idea upon which 
we now write, by a reference to the 
Emancipation A.et, one out of the many 
benevolent measures passed by the 
British Parliament during the present 
century. True, to obtain this boon of 
enfranchisement for our sable brethren 
in the sunny isle of Jamaica, the 
struggle was long, trying, and severe. 
Yes, and the names of Sturge, Wilber
force, Buxton, Knibb, Burchell, and 
many others, will ever be held in 
grateful remembrance as having· fought 
hard, and endured nobly in connection 
with this grand achievement. "At 
length, however, the advocates of liberty 
and the champions of the oppressed, 
reaped the glorious reward of thei 
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self-denying and philanthropic labours. 
On the glorious and never-to-be-for
gotten 1st of August, 1838, eight hun
dred thousand African bondmen were 
made fully anr/, 11nconditionall1J free. 
An act of legislation, the most magna
nimous and sublime in the annals of , 
the world. An act which will be the ' 
glory of England and the admiration of i 
posterity, when her proudest military 
and naval achievements shall have 
faded from the recollections of man
kind; an event which transpired at the 
most auspicious period of the history of 
the world ; at a time of the most pro
found and general peace ever enjoyed 
since Augustus Cresar shut the gates of 
Janus; when the crown of the mightiest 
empire of the world had been placed on 
the youthful brow of VrcToRu, the 
beloved mistress of a free people. Oh ! 

"Great was the boon, my country, when 
you gave 

To man his birthright, freedom to the 
slave, 

Rights to the wronged, and to the glorious 
rolls 

Of British citizens a million souls
Their growing minds from slavery's sink 

to lift, 
And make them worthy of the God-like 

gift." 

Now, mark, my reader,-to Sambo 
and Quashee the blessing of emancipa
tion came "for nothing," but British 
benevolence and sense of justice settled 
the plan of deliverance, and paid to the 
owners of these so-called " chattels" 
the price of rescue. Hence, from the 
page of history I read, "On the 14th 
of May, 1833, amidst the most intense 
excitement, the Colonial Secretary, Mr. 
Stanley, rose in the House of Commons, 
and, in a speech of three liours, un
folded the Governmental scheme, con
cluding by the introduction of a Bill, 
entitled, ' An Act for the Abolition of 
Slavery throughout the British Colonies, 
for ProJI\_oting the Industry of the 
manumitted Slaves, and for compen
sating the persons hitherto entitled to the 
servioes of such Slaves.' " Only one of 
the provisions of this proposal need be 
mentioned here, which was-" That 

twenty miltwns sterling be rt warder/ a, 
compensation." This Act was carried 
and the money was paid. Freedom t~ 
Afric' s sons " for nothing," still an 
ample equivalent was laid down. Yes, 
my reader, and so with you and me. 
Our Jesus "led captivity· captive, and 
received gifts for men ; yea, for the 
rebellious also, that the Lord God 
might dwell among them." So far as 
I am concerned, then, I am emancipated 
" for nothing;" but the law is satisfied, 
justice is honoured, and I am saved, 
for we can sing,-

" Slaves that have borne the heavy chain 
Of sin, and hell's tyrannic reign, 
To liberty assert your claim, 
And urge the great Redeemer's name." 

We glance now at our third figure, 
which, as my reader will remember, 
was that of SICKNESS, Arr,11ENT, DISE,!.SE. 
Yes ; and in this way, almost more 
than in any other, the Scriptures depict 
the ruinous consequences of transgres
sion and sin. Moreover, almost every 
kind of affliction is referred to, so as to 
give force and power to the truth in
tended to be taught. Mental suffering, 
physical suffering, and the loss of those 
faculties that are so essential to the 
enjoyment of full health and vigour: 
all these pourtray the sad condition of 
man while ignorant of salvation and 
relief. I say mental suffering, and now 
I open my old study Bible, and read 
-" The heart of the sons of men is 
full of evil, mad:o.ess is in their heart 
while they live, and after that they go 
to the dead.'' I say, physical suffering, 
general debility, and now I call upon 
the evangelical Isaiah to establish my 
assertion-" The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint ; from the 
sole of the foot even unto the head 
there is no soundness in it.'' I sav, 
loss of those faculties, whi-ch, I hop"e, 
those of us who possess them in their 
entirety fully prize, and here Paul 
comes to my assistance, and says, "The 
God of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not:,. 
and J0hn tells us, "He that hateth hi, 
brother is in darkness, and walketh i'.l. 
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darkness, and knoweth not whither he 
goeth, because that darlrness hath 
blinded his eyes." A.nd not only is 
man by nature blind, but he is deaf 
also. " The wicked are like the deaf 
adder that stoppeth her ear, which will 
not hearken to the voice of charmers 
charming never so wisely." In short' 
_TT71c1·e ~hall "?e encl? My reader, thi; 
1s a terr1 ble picture as it is ; but how 
infiniteh- worse would it have been but 
for the great truth that our Gospel tells 
of relief and cure ? Yes ! the blind 
may be made to see, the deaf to hear; 
the weakest may be strengthened, and 
" the lame man leap as an hart." 
Yea, spiritual derangement may be 
rectified, and th6 man be brouo-ht to 
his "right mind." We can teil of a 
great Physician. A.ye! and blessed are 
all the peculiarities of His treatment. 
He is always at home. He says to 
His patients, "Knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you." He knows well 
every complaint, and says again, "I 
counsel thee to .... anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thcu mayest see." 
He is always waiting for an interview. 
No servant says to the applicant, "Step 
into that room for awhile, and wait 
your turn." No, rather "He waits to 
be gracious ; " and then, the best of all 
is, He expects no fee, He makes no 
entries, He sends in no bill, His terms 
are-" Without money, and without 
price." It is a sure cure, while it is 
"eve1·ything for nothing." Do not 
mistake me, my friend, but let me add, 
He makes one condition, and that is, a 
full and positive yielding to the course 
that He prescribes. It may seem at 
times to be a course of self-denial; 
treatment that may be severe and diffi
cult to bear, but if we are not willing 
to submit to all this, we have still two 
things to learn,-the desperation of our 
case, and His ability to relieve. Ah, 
alas'. here many are deceived. This 
is an old mistake. In this matter, 
Xaaman, the leper, is but too apt a 
representation of numbers around us. 
When Elisha prescribed for him, he 
sent a message, saying, "Go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and be clean ; " 

but N aaman was wroth a.nd went 
away, saying, " Behold I thought-" 
"ron thought ! what business had you 
to think ? Yon came as a patient to 
submit, and not as tho physician, to 
prescribe." See, my friend, he would 
rather quibble and question than act, 
and so he had nearly missed the cure. 
There once lived in Bath an eminent 
physician, Dr. Cheyne. His regimen 
was considered severe, and when he 
prescribed for some of his patients, and 
they complained, he was accustomed 
to say, "A.h ! I see you are not bad 
enough for me yet." So there are some 
who do not sufficiently feel their disease, 
and are not, as yet, willing to be under 
the control of the Great Physician, My 
reader, may you and I be enabled to 
say, and feel too, that-

" When the waves of cons~ience roll 
O'er the startled, guilty soul, 
Only Jesus' precious blood 
Can obtain us peace with God." 

This paper must close; or we could 
say much upon our obtaining, through 
Jesus, SPIRITUAL LIFE, as well as all 
the other vast favours upon which we 
have written. Yes, dead by nature, 
and dead under the law; if ever this 
state of things be altered, it must pro
ceed from the same source, and still 
we say, "everything for nothing."' A 
passage or two from God's Word must 
suffice. Let Jesus speak: "I am the 
Resurrection and the Life ; he that 
believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me, shDJll never die." 
Let Paul speak: "For when we were 
in the flesh, the motions of sins, which 
were by the law, did work in our mem
bers to bring forth fruit unto death. 
But now we are delivered from the 
law, that being dead wherein we were 
held, that we should serve in newness 
of spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter." "I am crucified with Christ, 
nevertheless I live ; yet, not I, but 
Christ liveth in me. And the life 
which I now live in the flesh, I live b:r 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me." 
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Is all this true ? It is ! Then, oh, 
my soul, think of the blessedness of thy 
position, acknowledge the immen~ity of 
thine obligations, glory in the ~riumphs 
of grace, so free and sovereign, and 
sing,-

" Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present fat too small ; 

1.ove so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my s01ill, my life, my all." 

W-oolwiclt. 

THE VIRGIN MARY-A SIXNER 
S .A.VE D BY GRACE. ~-BY REV, W, FRITH, 

·c, And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel," 
&c.-Lukc I. 26, 27. . 

Oun subject may appear singular, but 
the fact of its singularity is no argu
ment against its importance. Our 
great mission is to preach the GospP-1 ; 
but if the Gospel should at any time 
become perverted and abused, we may 
be called to. be set '' in the defence of 
the Gospel." And whatever it be that 
has a tendency to pervert and misre
present the Gospel, it should be repu
diated in charity, but with decision. A 
pure Gospel is more important than 
wholesome food or a healthy atmosphere. 
Our eternal life depends upon the latter. 
And .there is nothing that has so fear
fully perverted " the glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God" as erroneous Yiews of 
the Virgin Mother of our .Lord's sacred 
humanity. The Roman, Greek, and 
some other churches, together with a 
good portion of the Anglican Church, 
have fallen into this most mischievous 
and' deadly error. And now, especially, 
it behoves us to show her true character 
by an appeal to that which is the deci
sive standard of appeal by all who 
acknowledge the Prote.tant name. 

I. Mary was a .poor sinner, and had 
no advantage in this point over her 
fellow-creatures. "\Ve assert this be
cause the reverse has been asserted,most 
dogmatically, by the Ritualists in the 
Church Ti'mes and Church Neios. They 

say now that she had an '' immacnlate 
conception;" that she had no sin 
neither original nor actual. This, how~ 
ever, has no evidence in the Bible. 
There is not a single text to be brought 
forward with any show of reason to 
prove it. In this it is evident she had 
no advantage over us, for the following 
reasons-

!. She never once claimed any lier
selj. Now Christ did. And having a 
nature that was "from e-rnrlasting to 
everlasting," so as to be called "the 
Lord from heaven," He had a right to 
claim a superiority over us. And also 
having, in addition_, a nature that was 
"holy, harmless, and separate from 
sinners," He could say, "·which of you 
convinceth me of sin?"-" The prince 
of this world cometh and hath :-oTIIT.XG
in Me." He therefore declared His most 
absolute and perfect sinlessness, and 
claimed to be higher, and better, rmd 
superior tll all-even the best who ever 
had or would live. But Mary never 
once put in such a claim. She never 
once assumed to be anything higher or 
better than her cousin Elizabeth; and 
yet in the absence of one single word 
from herself, both Papists and Ritualists 
persist in declaring her absolutely sin
less in nature and character. }Iore
over-

2. Jesus never declared her to be so. 
But surely it is reasonable to suppose 
He would have done so had she possessed 
any superiority of nature ? At least, 
somewhere during the life of our Lord 
we might expect to find this declared, 
either expressly or incidentally. For if 
she had had such a remarkable pre
eminence, He could not haYe failed to 
have called the attention ofllis disciples 
to it ; yet He is altogether silent about 
it. But this silence does not at all 
accord with His conduct in other cases. 
When speaking either of His Father or 
of the Holy Ghost, their pre-eminence, 
dignity, uncl cfo-iuity appca1:s _again 
and ao-ain, buth expressly and lllc1dent -
ally. 0 But if Mary has any pre-eminence 
above her fellow-creatures, His silence 
during the whole of His life is most 
astonishing and unaccountable. And 
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rspecially do we think so when we re
member the re1ation He sustained to 
her in His human nature. One would 
think it next to impossible for Him to 
have been sil.<mt concerning her who 
was the mother of His sacred Humanity. 
One would suppose it would. have been 
His aim to have given the greatest pos
sible prominence to this supposed 
superiority. And doubtless He would, 
had she had an advantage above Eliza
beth. But the fact is that, when He 
speaks of His Father, He calls Him 
" Horr- Father ;" when He speaks of 
the Spirit, He calls Him " Holy Spirit;" 
when speaking of the angels, He calls 
them " Holy Angels : " vet He never 
once gives Mary one expressive title 
that would imply her to be above her 
fellow sinners. This silence of our 
Lord, while it is only a negatice proof 
of her coequality with us as "sinners,'' 
yet, lookecl at in all its bearings, it 
becomes unanswerable. Again-

3. The disciples of our Lord in any 
011e instance never claimed this p1·e
cminence for he,·. We look in vain for 
a single word. Neither of the Gospels, 
so full as they are of detail, gives us one 
single sentence. Luke, who is most 
minute, is altogether silent. And, 
whenever the disciples have occasion to 
speak to her, or of her, either to each 
other, or to our Lord, they never speak 
of her as superior to themselves. And 
John, who is so full oflove and tender
ness, and was so full of devoted attach
ment to his Lord, and who was standing 
with her near the cross in the hour of 
the crucifixion, and who was addressed 
in a most expressive manner by the 
Saviour, while hanging on the cross
" Behold thy mother!" and upon the 
hearing of which, it is said, "From that 
hour that disciple took her to his own 
home ;" yet not a word is utte!ed by 
him that would support the idea of 
superiority ! 

4. ]{or do the epistles gfre us any 
further ei·idence. In them there is no 
intimation of her sinlessness. But 
would they not have contained some
thing on so important a matter if she 
had been i=aculate? For, even sup-

posing that she died before the earliest 
epistle was written, yet, if she wa.s aU 
the Papists say she was, surely there 
would have been more than one inci
dental allusion to her, even if there 
had been no express co=and given to 
either of the churches to address special 
reverence to her. If she had been so, 
there is no doubt the epistles would 
have been as full of her virtues and 
excellencies as the works of Bellarmine 
and Signori are at this day. We are, 
therefore, more than justified in regard
ing her as nothing more than a poor 
sinful creature, and of " like passions 
with ourselves." And that all the Popish 
and Ritualistic dogmas are nothing more 
than "doctrines of men," "cunningly 
devised fables," guilty perversions and 
additions to that " Scripture which is 
given by inspiration of God," and" a 
sinful assumption to be wise above 
what is written." "To the law and to 
the testimony, if they speak not accord
ing to thesi:i things it is because there is 
no light in them." Further, we pro
ceed to prove that-

II. SHE WAS SAVED IN THE S.l.ME 

WAY AS OTHERS. 
1. Tliis is implied in licr own words. 

In that very beautiful and celebrated 
song which she sung on ·the occasion 
when she went " into the hill count~ " 
to visit her cousin Elizabeth, and which 
is recorded in the 1st chapter of Luke, 
from the 46th to the 55th verses ; she 
said, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God MY 
SAyIOUR." Astonishing words, if she 
was a sinless creature ! Here, in this 
short sentence, we have the evidence of 
her sinnership. No inference could be 
more fair than this. The corollary is 
mo&t reasonable and legitimate. From 
it we deduce the following inferences: 
that she was a sinner ; that she knew it; 
that she was willing to acknowledge it ; 
that she had a' Saviour ; and that she 
trusted in One, for she says, "MY 
SAVIOUR," And can there be clearer 
evidence ? This is the inspired ar.d 
recorded testimony of her own lips, kept 
on record '' for all generations " by the 
superintendence of the Holy Ghost. 
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Nor is this text one of the questioned 
texts. It stands in 1111 the versions, 
Catholic and Protestant, and is so clear 
rind explicit that there is hardly room 
for difference of opinion. " My Saviour!" 
could the " chief of sinners" say more? 
Verily, upon her own testimony she was 
"a sinner saved by grace." 

2. The Scriptures take this for granted, 
They never speak of her going to heaven 
on her own merits, which she would have 
done if she had been sinless in her nature. 
Had she been sinless, she would have 
needed no Saviour, no Redeemer, no 
"fountain open for sin and for unclean
ness," no blood to cleanse, no Spirit to 
quicken and sanctify. In a word, she 
would have been "justified by the works 
of the law," whereas the Bible says, 
" By the works of the law shall no flesh 
living be justified." And the Scriptures 
take· all this for granted. 

And is it not most astonishing that 
this should be so? For if she was sin
less in lier nature, slie could not hai:e 
died! " By sin came death." But if 
there is n0 sin, why should there be any 
death ? And if it should be said, We 
have no evidence that she did die,-the 
alternative is either that, she is alive on 
the earth at this present time, or that 
she was "caught away," or "trans
lated" like Enoch and Elijah "that 
she should not see death." But if so, 
strange that her " translation " is not 
recorded like that of Enoch and Elijah! 
For surely her '' sinless nature" and 
" immaculate conception " would seem 
to demand such a translation, and such 
an event would seem to require a 
" record" among th_ose "things which 
are most surely believed among us ! " 
But the Scriptures seem to take it for 
granted that she died, 011. the principle 
that "in Adam all die," and that she 
was "saved even as we." 

III. THE SACRED SCRIPTURES w .rn
RANT NO SPECL\L REVERENCE TO BE PAID 
TO HER. Of her early life we know 
~othing·. There is no record. And yet, 
if she was sinless, this is very important; 
because if her nature was ''immaculate," 
so also must lier mother's have been, 
unless we suppose a miracle. However, 

we have no record, and therefore it 
would be idle and useless to speculate. 
Her early life may, or may not, have 
been full of striking incident. The first 
time she comes before our notice iR in 
connection with the birth of Ch1·ist. 
And in the event of her visiting her 
"cousin Elizabeth in the hill country," 
we have no kind of reverence paid to her, 
but merely terms of great respect and 
courtesy. And when she " takes the 
child Jesus" np to the temple to be 
circumc~ed, neither Anna the prophetess, 
nor the aged Simeon, "who waited for 
the Consolation of Israel," paid her any 
reverence or adoration. And subse
quently, when Jesus was tweh-eyears old, 
and had tarried behind in the temple 
discoursing with the doctors, and Mary 
returned to find Him, the whole tenor 
of His conduct towards her is such as 
to impiy that she had no claims to 
adoration and worship. Then, also, at 
tlie cross, where we should have thought, 
if anywhere, she would ha,e received 
some profound expression of reverence 
and adoration from the disciples, or an 
indication of it from the dying Saviour; 
yet there is not a word uttered by any 
one that would warrant us in gi,ing her 
any adoration. Then the only time that 
we have her mentioned after the Ascen
sion of Christ is in the upper room at 
Jerusalem at the time of Pentecost, and 
then she is• only incidentally mentioned 
as a pious female worshipping and pray
ing with the other disciples. And though 
she is said to ha,e lived till _L D. 65, 
yet no mention is afterward made of 
her. Kot a word in all the epistles. But 
according to Eusebius she lived at J ern
salem with John till her death, which took 
place fifteen years after the crucifixion. 
Now, if this chronology should be correct, 
it is strange that chuing those tifteen 
years there is no mention of her in the 
Acts of the Apostles, in the record of what 
occurred at Jerusalem. Such silence is 
increclible, if she was to receive ,my kind 
of adoration. She is not mentioned or 
alluded to by James, the pastor of the 
church at Jerusalem. Nor does Paul, or 
either of the apostles, not even John, 
enjoin this reverence upon any of the 
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churches to whiob they ,nitA'. Nor is 
either of the words used in the Greek 
text to :indicate WORSHIP, used. in re
lation t-0 her. 

IV. THERE IS NOT THE SLIGHTEST 
GROUND FOR REGARDING IlER AS A 
MEDIATOR; yet she is so re$'arded by 
the Papists and a oertain sect10n of the 
Anglican Chmch. Nor among all the 
recorded pages of the New Testament do 
we find the slightest allusion to her. The 
writers speak of the Sanour alone as a 
priest ·and advocate. They recognise 
none in Heaven but Christ. And 
among those spoken of m Heaven-the 
residents' worship in Heaven in the Reve
lation-we do not find the shadow of 
a shade of allusion to her directly or 
indirectly. This is pa:ssing strange, when 
we remember that it was written by John 
-that very disciple who had taken her 
to his own home for :fiaeen years ac
cording to Eusebius. One would have 
thought that when he "saw heaven 
opened," he would have said something 
more than " I looked and lo a lamb ! " 
NoMarythere ! No "QueenofHeaven!" 
Nothing but " Worthy the Lamb!" 
Nothing but "Unto Him that loved 
us!" Not overlooking "Irreverent 
angels !" "Irreverent spirits of the 
just made perfect ! " . 

Nor is there any mention made of her 
in the church history till five centuries 
afterwards! (see Mosh. in loco.) In the 
6th Austin preached it. 

Nor must we omit to say that this 

doctrine of the invocation and ad
oration of Mary is most blasphemous. 
It robs Christ of His glory. 

It plucks the gem from the crown. 
It implies that His prie8thood is not 
perfect, and that His ruedit,tion is not 
prevalent .. That our salv3!t.ion is partly 
due to Christ, and partly due to Mary. 
It is a vile misrepresentation - " fi. 

cunningly devised fable "~an amal
gamation of Heathenism.with the Gos
pel. A Jupiter, and J u.iio, or a Baal, 
and Ashtaroth brought into the Gospel 
-it is a fatal heresy. . 

V. A.c-,,n NOT LESS so ARE THE PoPISH 
D-OGMAS OF THE ASSU~IP'.1'10.N AND THE 
PERPETUAL VIRGINITY. 

But now what do we put in the place 
of the Virgin P JEsus ony ! 'He is 
the sinner's -hope. He is the sinner's 
refuge. If He is not, " There is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we can be saved." Of 
Him it is declared; '' Hii shalil. save His 
people from their sin.:. . Ne.ither is 
there salvation in any other." This 
truth cannot be made too prpminent. 
"He is all om· salvation."" His· work 
on earth was ·a perfect and sufficient 
atonement. His work in Heaven is .a 
prevalent and sufficient med1ation and 
intercession. A sinner needs nothing 
more. H:is voice still i1i " Look unto 
Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
earth, for I am the Lord, and not man, 
and beside me there is no San·our." 
JESUS ONLY! 

J.Vew Bexley. 

Jtlps tar tqt ltinistrn. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

::S-0. XXXIX.-ONE-WORD TEXTS. 

" Gra.ce.""-J oh.n i 17. 

GRACE is one of those delightful words 
that is inseparably mixed up with the 
whole system of Christianity. The word 
signifies fwoour, in contradistinction to 
what is legally due, as the opposite of 
desert, claim, or wages. 

Justice awards recompense or eqt1itable 
remuneration ; grace treats with kindness 
the unworthy, the undeserving. Hence. 
as connected with man's redemption, it 
was the Divine favour to guilty men. 
Justice would have awarded punishment, 
according to righteous law ; grace 
brought mercy an.d a proclamation of 
forgivene~s. Ohsen·e-
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], GRACE WAS THE RASIR OF THE NEW 
CovENAN'l', If a holy God treats at all 
with traitors and rebels, it must be in 
connection with His grace. So the cove
nant of redemption rests on the infinite 
grace of God. This grace was the union 
of mercy, kindness, love towards un
deserving, sinful man. See this fully 
expressed Titus iii. 4--7. 

II. GRACE WAS SOVEREIGN IN ITS 
SOURCE, That is grace for grace's sake. 
It ·had no reason in man or in any claims 
he could put forth ; it had relation to no 
consideration but man's misery and de
li¥erance. No influence could be exerted 
on God to produce it. His sovereign 
will and pleasure, out of pure unin
fluenced pity, was to show favour to 
perishing sinners. 

III. GRACE WAS MEDIATORIAL IN ITS 
COMMUNICATION. Divine favour must 
have reference to ,Jaw, and right, and 
purity. It must come to the unworthy 
sinner, through a medium of holiness, 
and in its bestowment it must honour the 
equity, as well as magnify the goodness 
of God. So grace came to men through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the law magnifier, 
the obedient servant of the King, whose 
laws had been violated, and by whom the 
law, in all its integrity,, had been fully 
obeyed. Here grace was seen in fellow
ship with justice, truth, and righteous
ness, all exhibited in the obedience and 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
"Grace and truth came (to us) by Jesus 
Christ." (See John i. 16, 17; Rom. v. 
8-21.) 

IV. GRACE IS REVEALED AND PUB
LISHED IN THE GOSPEL. A knowledge of 
God's grace is attainable only through a 
revelation of it. God must make it 
known to man, or he would be necessarily 
ignorant of it. So the Gospel is the 
Gospel, or good news of the grace of 
God. Then, to preach the Gospel, is to 
publish and offer this grace to the guilty, 
and propose on the basis of that grace, 
the reconciliation of sinners to God 
(2 Cor. v. 19-21). 

V. GRACE CAN ONLY BE REALISED BY 
FAITH. It is absurd to suppose men, by 
any process, can make themselves worthy 

of grace or favour. The vilest may re
ceive grace, and God's grace abounds to 
the chief of sinners. Faith hears the 
message of grace ; sees the flag of mercy 
waving near him; beholds the Lamb of 
God slain for him ; comes and touches 
the sceptre of grace ; accepts the bless
ings of grace; and glories only in the 
cross of Ghrist, by which grace descended 
from heaven to earth and from Gvd to 
man. Jf of grace, then it must be also 
of faith. Grace and faith go together, 
as Jaw and obedience are also inseparable. 

VI. GRACE IS APPLIED TO THE SoUL 
BY THE SPIRIT OF GoD. The gracious 
Spirit of God takes of the things of 
Christ and conveys them to the believer. 
All the operations of the Holy Spirit are 
gracious. Illumination, conviction, re
generation, pardon, sanctification, are 
one and all of the good Spirit- of God 
on mind and heart. The living, Divine 
power of truth and mercy is conveyed 
to the soul by the Spirit of God. And 
all the fruits of inward religion are the 
fruits of the Spirit and grace of God 
(Gal. v. 22-25). 

VII. GIU.cE r., CHRIST A5D THE Go8-
PEL IS .Al!UNDA ... 'IT. Not bestowed with a 
niggardly hand, but flowing from the 
infinite and unbounded love of God. 
All God's gifts are plenteous, in nature 
and providence, but especially in grace. 
The grace of infinite compassion and love 
must be "grace abollllding." Not grace 
in drops, but copious showers. Not in 
brooks, but deep rivers and oceans. ~ot 
single rays of gracious light, but the 
meridian beams of the sun in its noontide 
glory. 

Application-
1. How precious is this theme to the 

humble Christian. 
2. How it places the sinner in an in

excusable condition if he perish. The 
soul's ruin is effected only by rejecting 
and trampling under foot the grace oi 
God. 

3. How earnestly and freely should 
this grace be published to mankincl 

4. Grace both is the theme of our 
present joy, and will be the subject of 
eternal praise. 



ialts anh .ikctc~es. 

LET OTHER PEOPLE ALONE. 

CHAPTER III. 

ALAS for human nature! Had this sleep
ing dust belonged to men who had 
deluged earth with blood, there had 
been some glowing marble, lofty mono
lith or massive sarcophagus to have told 
the tale to coming generations. Heroic 
verse would have praised their deeds, 
for there are few who have the courage 
o~ the famous painter of Brussels, to 
p10ture a Napoleon in hell with one 
of his wronged furies presenting a bowl 
of blood for him to drink, or like Byron 
to ask Michael concerning a Royal 
George, "What hath he wrought since 
his mortal race began that thou canst 
claim him ?" Men will worship success, 
and these, howe,er successful they 
might have been, were moving in a 
sphere in which they were not likely 
to attract-as the stones tell us the 
bones belonged to three humble mini
ster3 of the Gospel, and they were 
Puritans, too, and so posterity has 
passed them by, and just outside the 
consecrated spot called the church
yard, 

"Three humble, rudely chiselled stones, 
To visitors bespeak, 

·where now in quiet rest their bones; 
No drooping willows weep, 

O'er truest heroes, men of might 
And prowess in a bloodless fight." 

Yes truest heroes, for history does 
not r~cord :finer examples of fortitude 
and valour than was furnished by the 
noble-doino-, brave, daring, and patient 
sufferino- ~f these heroic men; for 
thouo-h O their enemies might invent, 
with O devilish ingenuity, their instru
ments of torture, and crush the limb, 
and crack the sinew, yet they could not 
crush the imperishable principle or im
pair the energy of living faith, for the 
<energy that bore them onward was no 

other than that which made death 
vital; and bodily and mental agony, 
the source of endless beatitude. They 
were steadfast in the faith, and taught 
men lesson\ of sterling worth-how 
to sit in judgment on apostate nature, 
to take the light of truth into the 
interior of the heart, and not only to 
admit i~s revelations but resolutely to 
do battle with them-to bind every 
rebellious thought, to eject every foul 
demon, to lay the axe at the root of 
every aspiration which was not holy, 
and to crush every hope founded in 
sinful wish, to rise from the tortuosities 
and depravities of an ungodly existence 
into the noble and godlike : these were 
the lessons, and in storm and calm they 
taught them with unflinching fidelity. 

Lamartine tells us that locality forms 
the mind, and great fanatics generally 
spring from sterile countries, as Ma
homet from the scorching plains of 
Arabia ; Luther from the frozen moun
tains of Lower Germany ; Calvin from 
the plains of Picardy ; Cromwell from 
the stagnant marshes of the Onse. 
These men lived and dwelt among the 
sedges ; were they fanatics, or did they 
preach the Gospel and let other people 
alone? · 

The sun was shining brightly as our 
young friend crossed the short space 
that separated the graves from the road, 
so bright that it lit up the corner 
with glory and formed a beautiful 
corollary to the half-boried text, "And 
they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever." 

The voice of the gardener was now 
heard detailing with a correctness that 
a constant repetition of the peep-show 
kind can ensure, what he knew of these 
worthies. "You see, sir, they were 
people that would not let any ?nc 
alone, one on 'em; that (one, pomtmg 
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to the highest of the three), was in jail 
a many times, they tell me he was in 
twelve years. I think he was fonder 
on it than I should be. Had I been 
he, I should ha' held my tongue," 
and moving a stride or two he resumed 
his spade, The _per~on to whom he 
had been addressmg himself was evi
dently one not at all likely to be satisfied 
with so meagre a description, and 
turning to the young minister, who 
by this time had joined them, said, "Do 
you know anything of the deeds of 
these worthies who lie interred here? 

" I do not, being myself compara
tively a stranger," was the reply, "yet, 
from what I have heard, they were the 
founders of most of the churches in 
this and the adjoining counties." 

"Dissenting churches," said he, with 
a short snap and a look of scorn, " Dis
senting churches ; " and then added, 
"Ah, I don't wonder at their lying here 
in this state, for those who refuse sub
mission to the powers that be can 
hardly be worth the notice of lovers of 
law and order," 

"And yet they seem to have had 
sufficient attraction to have brought 
you on a pilgrimage to their tombs." 

" A. mere whim of mine, a mere whim. 
I love to wander about the country in 
the summer time, and have a fancy for 
this sort of thing. I make collections 
for my scrapbook, but not from any 
sympathy with their principles, if they 
were ·such as you have indicated," and 
with a shrug of the shoulders, "No, 
sir, no." 

The speaker had laid a copy of the 
Times on the large fiat stone, and on 
it he had deposited his note-book. A 
puff of wind getting 1mder it, blew it 
down; while replacing it, he said, 
"Have you seen that speech of Glad
stone's on the Reform Bill? He's a 
clever fellow, and I should not be 
surprised but what one day he may be 
premier." 

"I have not," said the preacher, 
" but it occurs to me that the very 
man you have just praised holds the 
same views and principles quite as 
strongly as were expressed, perhaps 

more crudely, though faithfully by 
those _who lie here, for he says, Z 1Ve, 
as fallible creatures, have no right from 
any bare speculations of our own t,, 
administer pains and penalties to our 
fellow creatures, whether on social or 
religious grounds. We have the right 
to enforce the laws of the land by 
such pains and penalties because lt 
is expressly given by him who ha, 
declared that the civil rulers are tu 
bear the sword for the punishment 
of evildoers and for the encouragement 
of those that do well, and so in thing-, 
spiritual, had it pleased God to gi.e tu 
the Church and State this power tu 
be permanently exercised over their 
members, or mankind at large, wl· 
should have the right to use it, but it does 
not appear to have been so received, 
and consequently it should not be so 
exercised." 

" From what are you quoting," saiJ. 
he." 

"I am quoting from Gladstone·., 
essay on Chm·ch and State, written in 
1839." 

" 1839 ! Oh, he was a young man then: 
he knows better now ; but I see you 
Dissenters are meditating an attack on 
the Irish Church, and expect him to 
lead the van, and so you youngster, 
are making yourselves acquainted with 
his writings, and you who cry out most 
loudly against persecution for con
science' sake, are meditating persecu
tions of the most virulous kind ; and 
were you not restrained by public 
feeling, you would upset the pillar, 
of Church and State-destroy all that 
is good and venerable in the land
leave the untutored masses without 
their proper spiritual guides-paw 
vour roads with the stones of each 
ecclesiastical fabric-destroy the learn
ing of ages, and substitute for this :1 

wild republicanism of thought, from 
the ravings of which it would be difli
cult to subtract a sound canon of 
intellectual or spiritual belief." 

A waggon passing interrupted thi, 
tirade, but when it had passed, he 
resUllled. 

"The great mistake you uissenter, 
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make, my deaT sir, is this, you aTe now 
dealing with the Chlll'ch and State, as 
Cromwell and Hampden dealt with it 
in an age of corruption, or as though 
a Tudor or a Stuart reigned. You have 

all the liberty you need; you can 
pre~ch what you call the Gospel; why 
don t you do so, nnd 'let other people 
alone.' " 

GLEANED RY A YORKSHIRE MINISTD. 

SUCCESS IN" SEEKING CONVER-
SIONS. 

I BELIEVE, if our hearts are set on the 
conversion of souls-if we travail in 
birth for them, and directly aim to ·win 
them-we shall be successful. I always 
find it so. Xever did I more long or 
strive to bring souls to Christ than 
now. I subordinate everything else to 
this end, and I have my reward.
J .A.MES S:MITII. 

CHRISTI.A....~S LIKE CLOCKS. 

CLOCKS are only valuable when they go. 
A Christian is like a clock, the better 
for movement. 

HOW TO S'CCCEED FOR OUR-
SELVES. 

THE way to succeed for ourselves is to 
be very earnest with God for others. -
JillES Sll:ITH. 

SPIRITUAL POWER NEEDED. 

IT is extraordinary grace, not talent, that 
wins the day; extraordinary spiritual 

power, not extraordinary mental power. 
Mental power may fill a chapel, but 
spiritual power fills the church. Mental 
power may gather a congregation, spiri
tual power will save souls. We want 
spiritual power.-SPURGEON. 

HOW TO GET INTO A ~RAYING 
FRAME. 

SOME one has said, "Do not wait until 
you are in a praying frame to pray, 
but pray on until the Lord gives you 
a praying frame." How often are we 
tempted not to pray because we do not 
feel as if we can pray? To give way 
to this temptation is death to true 
prayer. Rather let us stop on our 
knees, praying as best we can, until the 
Lord gives us the needful help to pray 
more powerfully, or fall on our knees 
again and again until we can pray. 
This is what Toplady would call 
" spreading the sail," and as sure as 
we spread . the sail, sooner or l_ater we 
shall catch the heavenly sail, and sail 
on 13wiftly. A praying frame is only 
got by praying.-H. W. 

:!ltbitlus. 

TI~ Garden Orack and Ff.oricultnral Year 
Buol, for 1871. By SmRLEY HIBBERD. 

Is just what might be expected from its 
talented editor, than whom no one knows 
better what to provide for his readers, or 
how to present it in a telling and effec-

tive manner. The reader3 of his G,ir
deners' Magazine need not be urged to 
possess it, but we heartily commend it to 
all who attimd to gardening in any of its 
departments. It is replete with every 
kind of useful information. 



Uems from the Coreil Islands ; or, Inci
dents of (/ontrq,st between Bavcige and 
Christian Life in tlteSouth8eaistanders. 
By Re,·. WM. GILL. Ninth thousand. 
(ilfilliot Stock.) 

A MOST beautiful and deeply interesting 
volume, worthy of universal perusal, but 
especially just the book for our young 
people. It is illustrated with maps and 
engravings, and is what its title indicates 
-a real "gem." We hope it will have 
a. most extended circulation. 

The Chant Book. Psalms and other por
tions of Scripture, &c. By Rev. G. 0. 
BATE and R. N. INGLE, M.D. (Elliot 
Stock.) 

'.l'~rs neat ~nd well-arranged chant book 
lS m two sizes, 12mo and Svo, and seems 
e_q1;1al to anything of the kind that has 
yet been published. 

Sacred Songs for Little Singers. Words 
by FRANCIS .RIDLEY liAVERGAL. Music 
composed and arranged by ALBERTO 
RANDEGGER. Novello; Ewer, and Co., 
Berners-street, and J. Mitchell, Bond
street. 

THIS handsome volume, which contains 
twelve selections of sacred songs, has our 
cordial recommendation. 

TheoclosiaErnest; or, TheHeroine of Faith. 
(ELLIOT STOCK,) 

THIS is an ·American work, edited by the 
Rev. J. CLIFFORD, who has written an 
introduction to it. It is said to -be one 
of the most interesting books in favour 
of Christian baptism ever written, 
equally distinguished by irresistible argu
ments and pleasing illustrations. vV e 
trust it will be as popular in our country 
as it is in the United States. It is well 
got up, and is a handsome Christian 
household volume. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

The Sword and Trowel is as varied, 
rich, and effective as ever. The Gospel 
1lfagazine is full of rich evangelical papers. 
The Cl11·istian, the part · for January, is 
thorouoh!y up to the mark,-and must be 
a great0 power for good. 'l'he Doctor is a 
new monthly, devoted to health matters 
and medical information of a varied cha
racter, an,l is popularly edited, Pub-

liahed by Bailliere and Co. 20 Kino 
William-street, ~-~· . The'_ (J,~arterly 
[lecord of the Trmito;nan B,1,/r, Socid,; 
1s very full of excellent papers. The 
Ragged Schoot Union Magazine adheres 
t? its one _purpose faithfully. The Bap
!•Bt Mag_az,,ne _1s throughout satisfactory; 
1ta reviews are always well written. 
The British Flag and Christian Sentinel 
caters admirably for our soldiers, and can
not fail to be useful. Old Jonathan was 
never better, and that is saying much in 
its favour. An Appeal for Postmen 
deserves to be read by all who are in
terP,sted in ameliorating the condition of 
that responsible and useful class of men. 
The Sign.~ of the Times, &c., by Joseph 
Johnstone, an octavo of sixteen pages, 
contains sentiments deserving of special 
consideration, when ecclesiastical matters 
are being viewed so extensively from a 
political standpoint. It is published by 
James Thin, Edinburgh. (3d.) Reflec
tions Uncle,· the Shadow of the C'1'0s-s. 
By Rev. W. Frith. (J. Paul.) A sweet 
little book, that is well adapted to 
honour the Saviour and edify His people. 
(Price, l!d,) A number of new tracts 
have been sent from the Baptist Tract 
Society ; want of space prevents us from 
saying more, than both in titles and 
matters they seem to have the true 
ring in them. The Princ"iples of .Non
conformity. An address by Thos. Fisk, 
Baptist minister, Kidderminster. (Elliot 
Stock.) A talented pamphlet which de
serves a wide circulation, and especially 
just now. Our Oil'/! Fireside is conducted 
with great skill, and is of first-rate 
quality in its varied papers. Horne 
Words, for Heart and Hearth, by same 
editor, is one of the most interesting an,l 
cheap of all the good pictorial penny 
monthlies. The Hire, The .Appeal, and 
Gardeners' Magazine, are all worthy of 
our repeated co=endations. Report of 
the Religious Cond-itivn of atasgow. By 
the Association for Promoting the Reli
gious Improvement of the City. A 
melancholy report, which ought to unite 
all Temperance and religious persons in 
one holy effort for the rescue 0£ their 
city from so lamentable a condition. A 
Letter to the Rev. S. Davidson, D. D., in 
answer to his essay against the J ohannie 
authorship of the Fourth Gospel. By 
Keutish Bache. (Kitto, 5, Bi.shopsgate
street.) The .-fr,-nrsed Thing in uur 



l'OETRY, 

Jl-idst, is the thirty-first annual Temper
ance sermon preached in Church-street 
Chapel, Edgware-road, by Rev. Dr. 
Burns, and is sold at ld. (Tweedie.) 
Elliot Stock. The Spi1·it and Charactrr 
o( Barnaba.•, a sermon, by the same author, 
preached in the G-eneral Baptist Chapel, 
Boston, Feb. :,, 1871, on the decease of 

LI!\'ES SUGGESTED BY THE St:DDEN DEATH 
OF A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 

A'!\'OTHER dear set-Yant of God has gone 
home, 

The summons of glory has suddenly come; 
While preaching of Christ · and the rest 

that remains, 
His soul is released and that rest he 

obtains. 

He rests as a soldier-the conflis;t is done, 
Through Jesus, his Captain, the victory's 

won· 
To him r:.ow are given the crown and the 

H palm, · h h' S . . h ' e rests wit ,s av10ur rn eaven s 
blest calm. 

He rests as a mariner-yes, he has crossed 
The ocean where ofttimes his bark has 

been tossed ; 
And now he is safe on the heavenly shore, 
\\"here tempests and lJillows shall try 

him no more. 

He rests as a labourer -one who has 
wrought 

For Christ in His vineyard, nor laboureu 
for nought; 

Thoe, Wright Mathews, for nearly thirty• 
two years the faithful e.nd beloved pe.stor 
of the church. Elliot Stock. (ld). The 
Pecuniary SupJ,01·t of the C/U'istianMini8try, 
a sermon, by Rev. W. Walters. (Elliot 
Stock.) Solid, good, and deserving the 
consideration of all our churches. 

His day's work is ended for Jesus below
He rests where God's pleasures eternally 

flow. 

Re rests, yet still serveth-God's people 
above 

Are ever employed in His service of love; 
There nothing can enter that service to 

mar, 
So holy, so blessed the glorified are. 

Death is coming, dear readers, to you 
and to me-

We know not how sudden or soon it may 
be· 

Our so~ls then will rise to a heavenly 
throne, • 

Or sink to the regions where rest is un
known. 

But if God's good Spirit enable us here 
To rest upon Jesus, we need not to 

fear; 
For all those who trust Him and taste 

His free love, 
Shall rest in His bosom in glory above ! 

THEODORA. 

!Vellingboro'. 
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. w. ALONZO GRIFFITHS, of Aber
sychan, Monmouthshire, has received an 
invitation from the Church at Oaklands 
Chapel, London, to become its pastor. 

Rev. R. I. Mesquita, late of Kensing
ton, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Pershore, ,v orcestershire. 

_Rev. J. _Smith, late of Billinsborough, 
Lmcolnshire, has accepted an mvitation 
to the pastorate of the church meeting in 
the Tabernacle, Winslow, Bucks. 

Rev. J. Collins, of Southampton, has 
accepted an invitation to become the 
pastor of the church, Boutport-street, 
Barnstaple, North Devon. 

Rev. Daniel Davies, of St. David's, 
Pem., has accepted an unanimous invi
tation to the pastorate of the church and 
congregation at Zion English Church, 
Pontypool. • 

Rev. C. Box has resigned the pastorate 
of the church at Enon Chapel, W oolwich, 
after labouring there for thirty-two 
years. 

Rev. H. Beddow, of Woodborough, 
N otts, has accepted the pastorate of the 
church at Belper, Derby. 

Rev. W. H. Tredray, late of Norland 
Chapel, Notting-hill, has accepted the 
invitation to the pastorate of the church, 
Bessels-green, near Se·,enoaks. 

Mr. C. Chapman of the Metropolitan 
College, has accepted the invitation of 
church and congregation to the pastorate 
of church at Great Sampford, Essex. 

Mr. J. Argyle, late of Charlton-on
Onnor, has received an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church at Chadlino-ton. 
He commenced his stated labours there 
on New Year's-day. 

Mr. F. G. Buckin~ham, of the Metro
politan Tabernacle College, has accepted 
the invitation to the pastorate of the 
church meeting in the Victoria Hall, 
Belfast, I re land. 

Rev. J. J. Dalton, late of Doncaster, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of tho church, ,vest Retford, 
Notts. 

Mr. Lazells, of the Metropolitan Taber
nacfo 0ollege, has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of the church at Ashdon 
Essex. ' 

Mr. G. H. Knight, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted the in
vitation to the pastorate of the church 
London-road, Lowestoft, Suffolk. ' 

Rev. T. R. Stevenson, of Luton has 
announced his intention to resigd the 
pastorate of Union Chapel. The Luto,, 
Advertiser says: "The numerous friends 
of the Rev. T. R. Stevenson will re<zret 
to learn that that gentleman has resi~ed 
the_ pastorate of Union Chapel, over 
which he h_as so successfully presided for 
the_ last_ six and a-half years, during 
w:hich tu:~e he has actively associated 
himself with every movement having for 
its object the welfare of the people." 

Mr. Glover, of the Metropolitan Taber
nacle College, has accepted the invitation 
to the pastorate of the church Coombe-
Martin, Devonshire. ' 

PRESE~TATIO~S. 

~HE Rev. James Manley Camp ha,·ing 
resigned the pastorate of the Baptist 
chu:ch_ at . Eynsford, Kent, and accepted 
an mV1tat10n to become the pastor cf 
Parson's Hill, ,v oolwich, a farewell 
meeting was held at the former place, on 
Thursday, February !lth. Mr: :JS" e,ill, of 
Sutton-at-Home, one of the oldest Bap
tist ministers in the county, took the 
chair. Several neighbouring ministers 
and friends addressed the meetino-. Rev. 

1 W. Frith, of Bexley-heath, was present, 
but had to leave by an early train. Mr. 
Sturge, of Highfield Chapel, Dartford, 
on behalf of the church, congregation. 
and many surrounding friends, presented 
to Mr. Camp a ptirse containing eighteen 
pounds and a gold watch. 

The Rev. George \Villiams havino- re
cently receiyed a call from the ch~1rch 
worshipping in Birkbeck Chapel, Leed;;, 
closed his ministry in Bury on Sunday 
week. On the preceding Tuesday even-

' ing, a meeting of the church ancl con-
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grcgation was held, at which testimonials 
were presented tn Mr. and Mrs. \Vil
liams. The former was a handsome 
time-piece, and the latter a handsome 
family Bible, with suitable incription. 

At the annual meeting of the members 
o( the church and congregation of the 
!3aptist chapel, Bridgewater, hekl last 
Thursday, after the financial accounts 
heing read by the treasurer, Mr. J. W. 
~ully, Mr. \Vhitby, in the na,me of the 
friends of the church, presented the 
pastor, the Rev. ,v. M. Lewis, with a 
rnlnable gold watch as a token of the 
esteem in which he is held by them. 

A ,'ENIKG BArTIST CHAPEL, Dec. 26th, 
1S70.-The members of the female Bible 
class, conducted by the pastor, having 
been invited bv him to form a Christmas 
parly, spent a ·very happy and enjoyable 
evening at his house. As tokens of their 
esteem and appreciation of the instruction 
gi.vcn, they have presented to the pastor 
and his wife the following useful arti
cles : some specimens of their needle 
work, a study lamp, some flower vases, 
handsome teapot, plated toast rack, 
and plated cruet stand. 

BELTON, RUTLAND.-On January 4th 
we had a very happy gathering here for 
tea in connection with the Baptist church. 
During the evening, Mrs. Drowley, our 
respected minister's wife, was presen?ed 
with a handsome teapot and tea service, 
by the congregation, as a token of their 
respect. About two years ago, Mr. 
Drowley was presented with an easy 
chair and dressing-case. He has laboured 
earnestly and devotedly in the work of 
Christ amongst us for upwards of fifteen 
years. 

RECOG:N"ITIOXS. 

A RECOGNITION service in connectiqn 
with the settlement of Rev. F. G. Mar
ehant as pastor of the church, East-hill, 
Wandsworth, was held on Tuesday ev~n
ing, Jan.nary 24. Mr. Selwood, the semor 
deacon, gave a brief outlrne, of ?he_ ev~nts 
leacling to Mr. Marchant s rnvitat10n. 
A.ddresses were delivered by the Revs. 
i M. Soule, G. Rogers, J .' ·w. Genders, 
W. H. Burton, and W. J. Mayers. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 17th, the Rev. G. 
Sear was recognised as pastor of the 
church meetin" in North-street, Halstead. 
In the afterno~n a sermon was preached 

by the Rev. W. A. Gillson. In the 
evening a public meeting was held in the 
chapel, W. Peek, Esq., occupying the 
chair. Mr. Simmons, the senior deacon 
gave a brief account of the circumstance~ 
which led to Mr. Scar's settlement. The 
Revs. B. Johnson, W. A. Gilson, E. 
Spurrier, J. C. Wells, J. W. Coombes, 
and J. Toll, took part in the proceedings. 

On Tuesday, January 17, orclination 
services were held at Midhurst, Sussex, 
in connection with the settlement of the 
Rev. H. It. Salt, as pastor of the church 
of that place. The Revs. H. Rogers and 
A. H. Mercer, congregational ministers of 
neighbouring towns, took part in the ser
vices. The Rev. Phillip Gast, of London, 
having asked the usual questions, the 
newly-chosen pastor ~ave a statement of 
the circumstances which had led him to 
devote himself to the ministry. The 
Rev. J. Hunt-Cooke, of Southsea, then 
delivered a discourse on the Christian 
ministry. The Rev. Philip Gast preached 
in the evening. 

On Monday, January 30, ordination 
services were held in connection with the 
settlement of Mr. Enos George, late of 
Pontypool Uollege, as pastor of Bethany 
church in Llanelly, Carmarthenshire. 
The Revs. P. Phillips, J. R. Morgen, R. 
Price, and W. Hughes, took part in the 
service. Mr. George enters upon his 
ministerial labours with encouraging pro
spects of usefulness and success. 

The recognition of the Rev. Dr. Cooper, 
as pastor of the church, Bartholomew
street, Exeter, took place on January 31. 
In the evening a public meeting was 
held. The chair was taken W. Davies, 
Esq., formerly a deacon of the church, and 
addresses were delivered by the Revs. J. 
Jones, J. Field, F. Bosworth, M.A., J. 
Collings, G. Warner, D. Hewett, J . .Batt, 
and the p~stor. 

SERVICES .TO BE HOLDEN. 

ARMLEY, LEEDS, February 14th, JS~!. 
Opening services.-A commodious new 
place has been built, which will accom
modate about 400 persons. The land 
and building cost about £1,000, nearly 
£700 of which has been secured. The 
building is in the form of a school, with 
classrooms, vestry, and a cottage for 
chapel-keeper. A space of ground is left 
on which to build a chapel at some future 
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clay. The present new building in the 
meantime to be used as chapel and Sab
bath-school. The opening services to 
commence on W edncsday, March 8th, 
when Rev. J, P. Chown will preach in 
the afternoon, followed by a public meet
ing in the evening, when the Revs. 
Chown, Dr. Green, Russell, Best, Adey, 
Compson, Haslam, and others, are ex
pected. On Sunday, March'l2th, service 
in the morning, Rev. J. Parker will 
preach; in the afternoon, Rev. W. Best; 
in the evening, Rev. J. Turner. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL, BERKLEY-ROAD, 
PRIMROSE-HILL. Opening services.-The 
above place of worship has been erected 
for the church and congregation meeting 
at Peniel Tabernacle, under the pastorate 
of the Rev. G. T. Edgley, and was 
opened on Wednesday, February 15th, 
1871. A sermon was preached by Rev. 
W. Landels, D. D., in the afternoon ; at 
five o'clock a public tea-meeting was 
held, and addresses given by several 
ministers, M. A. Garvey, Esq. LL.B., 
presided. In the evening, a sermon was 
preached by Rev. Archibald G. Brown. 
On the following Lord's-day, February 
19th, Rev. J. 0. Fellowes, Rev. W. Stott, 
and Rev. J. Angus, D.D., preached. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

'fHE committee of Pontypool Baptist 
College have appointed a new classical 
and mathematical tutor. There were 
seven candidates for the vacant chair, 
and all supported by very high testimo
nials. The votes were taken by ballot, 
and it was found that W. M. Lewis, Esq., 
of the Regent's-park College, was elected 
by a large majority. 

THE chruch and congregation worship
ping in Upton Vale Chapel, Torquay, 
have just built a capacious lecture-room, 
additional class-rooms,and chapel-keeper's 
house. Besides this, the chapel and 
schools have been cleaned, ventilated, 
and furnished with heating apparatus. 
A 11ew organ has also been erected in the 
chapel by Messrs. Lewis and Rogers, of 
London, the whole additions and im
provements costing £1,800, of which 
£1,200 has been subscribed. On Thurs
<l.ty morning, January 26th, the Rev. 

John Al<lis, of Plymouth, preached. In 
the evening a tea-meeting was held fol
lowed by a public meeting, when addr~saes 
were delivered by the Rev. F. Bosworth 
M.A., R. Bulmer, and J. P. Carey. I; 
the course of the evening, Mr. F. Edmon
stone, on behalf of the congregation, pre
sented to the pastor, Rev. E. Edwards, a 
handsome time-piece, and also a silver 
um and biscuit tray to Mrs. Edwards. 
In returning thanks, Mr. J<;dwards said 
he had no idea of receiving such a pre
sent, and expressed his desire to devote 
all his powers to the church at Torquay. 
The amount realised on Thursday was 
£i0, making a total of nearly £1,300. 
During the three years of Mr. Edwards' 
pastorate, the church in Upton Vale has 
enjoyed perfect peace, and ever increas
ing prosperity. 

A FEW days ago the Rector of Hartpool, 
and the whole of the dissenting ministers, 
(with the exception of one) accepted the 
invitation of the Rev. A. BowJ.en, Bap
tist minister, to discuss the lapse of spiri
tual life in the churches and the apparent 
apathy shown by the masses respecting 
Gospel truths. The outcome of this 
friendly meeting was the holding of 
public prayer meetings every night last 
week in the Temperance-hall The 
Monday's meeting was presided over by 
the respected rector, the Rev. D. B. Fal
coner; Tuesday, Rev. J. Rossel (Wes
leyan) ; Wednesday, Rev. Henry Downes 
(New Connexion); Thursday, Rev. J. 
Watson (Primitive Methodist); Friday, 
Rev. J. La.sham (Free Church) ; and 
Saturday, by Revs. J. Douglas (Presby
terian), and A. Bowden (Baiitist). The 
meetings were largely attended, the hall 
being crowded. Much earnestness pre
vailed, and a true spirit of prayer per
vaded the vast assembly. 

GLOUCESTER.-On Mo:qday Evening, 
January 23rd, the annual meeting of the 
members of the Baptist Church was held. 
After tea the chair was occupied by the 
pastor, the Rev. John Bloomfield, who 
gave a very earnest and suitable acldress. 
The report of the past year was then 
read by the secretary, ancl was of a most 
encouraging n~ture, forty-two members 
havin" been added to the church roll by 
baptis':n, and dismission from other 
churches since the settlement of the pre
scn t pastor in July fast. A paper was 
read by one of the deacons, entitle,l 



DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, 

"rnappropriated Duties and Pleasures 
of Chmch Life," and an interesting dis
cussion ensued, which it is hoped will 
result in mnch profit and usefulness. 
The Baptist interest in this city is grow
ing, and the chapel is found to be much 
too small for the increa.~ing congrega
tions, and numbers of persons anxious to 
avail themselves of the earnest ministry 
of our new pastor are unable to obtain 
sittings. A committee has, however, 
been appointed to confer upon the desira
bility of an enlargement, and hopes are 
entertained that before long an appeal 
will be made to the Christian public to 
help the friends here in securing a larger 
place of worship, and also greater school 
accommodation to meet the long felt 
need and pressing necessity of our cause 
in this ancient city. 

ST. PAUL THE FIRST ARMY ScRIPTURE
READER.-The Dean of Chester, Dr. 
Howson, speaking at a Liverpool meeting 
in aid of the Soldiers' Friend Society, 
said the first army Scripture-reader was 
the Apostle Paul. All through the latter 
chapters of the Acts of the Apostles they 
found him in close connection with the 
Roman army- a circumstance which 
helped him to spread the Gospel ; and if 
they followed him to Rome, they found 
these two things side by side-the expo
sition of the Scriptures by St. Paul, and, 
secondly, the fact that this exposition 
went on in close association with the 
officers and soldiers of the Roman army. 
In fact, it would not be an exaggeration 
to say that the establishment of Chris
tianity in Europe was in a very great 
degree accomplished through the organi
sation of the army of the Roman Em
pire. Those soldiers with whom St. 
Paul was in communication in Rome 
were in communication with all the pro
vinces. They went to such places as 
Chester, York, and Lincoln; so that 
through the military organisation the 
Gospel was spread to those regions which 
were then barbarous, and which now 
enjoyed the blessings of Christianity. 
What was true then might be true now. 
The army might be, and he believed in 
some degree was, a missionary organisa
tion, and in proportion as it was Chris
tianised, it certainly would become so. 

BAPTISMS. 

E 1~~t:oB~tt~1?;j;'.ha,mptonsh!re.-Feb. 2, Throe, by 

Barn,ley,-Fcb. 5, Ono, by H. Watts. 
Coleraine, Ireland.-Dec. -, 1~701 Two; Jan. I.i, 

1871, One; Feb, 121 One, by A. Carson, hl.A. 
Flee/pond Chapel, Hants.-J an. 29, T1vo, by J. 

Young. 
Iiisto,~ Cambs.-Jan. 23, Five by the pastor 

William Piggott. ' · 
Lang rev, Essex.-J an. 29, Three, by the pastor, 

G. Monk. 

E~~1~ter, Harvey-lane.-Jan. 31, Three, by G. T. 

Middlesborough, Park-street.-Dec. I, Three ; ~I~i~:.~, One; Feb. 2, Three, by the Pastor, W. H. 

Metropolitan District-
l)oicnham-road.-Dec. -, Two; Feb. 1, Three, 

by Joseph Blake. (At the Oval Chapel, Hackney
road.) 

Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Je.n. 26, Fourteen, by 
Rev. J. A. Spurgeon; Feb. 9, Seventeen, by Rev. lS. 
Davies of Greenwich. 

Romney-street, Westminster.-Jan. 29, Six, by 
J. S. Morris. 

Neath, English Church.-J an. 22, Six, by A. F. 
Mills. 

Oldham, King-street.-Jan. 29, Six, by R. Howard 
Bayley. ' 

Peterborough, Queen-.street.-~ov. 27, Five; Dec. 
25, Seven; Jan. 29, Three, by Thomo.e Barrnss. 

Uffculme, Devon.-Feb. 9, Five, by J. Cruick
shank. 

Westrow, Suffolk.-Feb. 1st, Fh·e, by W. E. 
Prichard. 

RECENT DEATHS. 

DIED on Sunday, the 12th of February, 
aged 48 years, Emily, wife of Rev. J. F. 
Sparke, Baptist minister, Hollinwood, 
near Manchester. Our deceased . sister 
was baptized at Attleborough, Norfolk, 
when about 17 or 18 years old. She had 
suffered for many months before her death 
from consumption and heart disease, and 
recently from dropsy. For the last few 
weeks her sufferings were, at times, very 
great, but her mind was supported by 
her hope of mercy through our glorious 
Redeemer. Her husband heard her say
ing to herself, recently: "Victory, vic
tory ; eternal victory through the blood 
of th., Lamb. Quite ready-quite ready." 
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May each reader, and the writer, be, by 
Divine grace, "Re::tdy-c1uite ready," 
when the solemn summons shall come. 

AT Stotfold, Beds., Feb. lst., UnAR
L0TTE Whitmore, in her 85th year. :For 
thirty.eight years she was a most con
sistent member of the church at the Old 
Baptist Chapel ; and during a long ill
ness manifested the power of Divine 
grace, which kept her peaceful and re
signed to God's will. Her death was 
improved on Lord's.day evening, Feb. 
12th, by the Rev. D. Mace, from a text 
she often quoted after expressing her 
"desire to depart, and to be wit 11 
Christ," from Job xiv. 14. 

MRS. E. MANSFIELD.-On Wednesday, 
February 8th, at Landbeach, Cambridge, 
Elizabeth Mansfield departed this life, 
aged 78 years, in the faith and hope 
of the Gospel. Our sister was one of 
the earliest members of _the Baptist 
church in this village. She was hap· 
tized with six others, and received in 

·communion, 23rd July, 1828, two months 
after the church was formed by the 

late William Harris, then the pastor. 
For forty•two years and six months 
she maintained a consistent Chris• 
tian life, greatly devoted to her Lord. 
For the last eighteen months, her suffer
ings were borne with muc!:, patience and 
Christian fortitude. Sometimes she would 
say her Lord was a long time in coming 
to fetch her home, but was never heard 
to murmur. The promises of the Gospel 
were a great comfort to her. She was 
not able to talk for the last few days, 
but her lips were seen to move as she 
calmly and peacefully fell asleep in 
Jesus. Several of the members and 
others, including her pastor, followed 
her to the grave in the parish church
yard, where she was buried by the side 
of relatives on the 12th inst., and on the 
evening of the same day, Mr. J. Robinson 
preached a funeral sermon to a very 
attentive congregation from John xvi. 33, 
"These things have I spoken unto you, 
that in Me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye shall have tribulation : but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world." 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

PRESIDENT-C, H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Ileceipts from January 20th to Februa1·y 19th, 18il. 

A Friend 
lli. J. P. Stenhouse 
Mre, R .. Scott ... 
Mrs.Willows ... 
Mr. Churchill 
Mr. J. Brockie ... 
H.E.P. 
E.S. 
Mr. M. Tutt◊n ... 
John Ploughman 
Mr. W. Taylor ... 
Me.ry Saunders ..• 
Be.ptisme. .... .. 
J.H ........ .. 
A Friend, per Mr, 

£ s. d. 
20 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
5 5 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 0 
0 2 6 
" 0 0 
0 4 6 
0 7 6 
0 2 0 
8 10 0 
0 5 0 

Angus ......... 050 
Mr.Je.meeM'cElhumry O 2 6 
AFriend ... ... 1 O 0 
Mr. Henderson... O 5 O 
G. D. ... ... ... 1 0 0 
ASinner ... ... O 5 O 
D. W.... ... ... ••. 0 3 0 
A Weekly Reader ... 0 :; 0 
Mr. Grange .. • ... 3 0 0 
Mr. Garnett 0 0 

Collected by Miss 
Jepbs ,.. .. . 

Mr. M. Fulks ... .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ryder .. . 
Miss C. Jones, per 

Miss Walker ..... . 
A Friend .. . 
Mr. Dre.nsfleld ... . .. 
R.A.J. .. ...... . 
Mrs. Holroyd, per Rev. 

E. Blewitt 
Mr. T. Webster 
I. Innocent 
Mr. I. Frances ... 
Mr. J. Seivwright 
Mr. M. Savage ... 
Mr. R. Alderton 
Mr. Morris ... .. . 
c. J. .. . 
Per Mr. Galt-

A Lady £1 
A Servt. Me.id 2s. 
Mrs. Galt ... 12s. 

Coll. by Miss Martin 

£ B. d. 

1 5 0 
1 6 0 
0 10 6 

0 10 0 
0 0 
2 2 0 

10 0 0 

1 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 ii 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
1 0 0 
1 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 0 6 

1 14 0 
1 0 0 

£ s. d. 
An Olcl Student o 6 o 
R. W. M. 4 0 o 
Mrs. Se.ra.h Taylor ... 2 10 O 
Mr. W. H. Roberts ,n 3 3 u 
O.H. ... <l 0 (I 

Mrs. Snell . .. ... l O o 
llrs. Morgan l o ,l 
Miss S. Munro ... 1 o u 
First Fruits O 5 O 
A Friend . .. . .. o 10 o 
H.A. ......... U5ll 
Lamport ... ... O 2 o 
Mr. R. Cory, jun. s o o 
An old student-W.H.B. 2 U O 
They that be wise, &:c. O ,; 
A. B. C. 0 5 o 
Mr. J. Hughes... ... 1 0 o 
l!rs. Hughes O 10 O 
Mr. Samuel Hughes O 10 o 
Mr. J. Gloag 5 O o 
One who feasts on the 

Sermons... 5 O O 
A thankoffering for 

renewed hea.lth after 
a senson of affliction O t) 
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Mr:::. Hng-hrn ..• • .• 
MI'A. E. Evans . .. • .• 
Mlss A., per Rev. W. 

C. Bunning ..... . 
Mr. A. T. Nisbet .. . 
Mes•rn. Hrrehrock, 

Williams &Co .... 

£ s. d. 
1 1 0 
0 10 0 

0 10 0 
1 1 0 

6 /i 0 

Presentation Fnnd-
~I r .. J. W. Fidge 1 l 0 
:llr. Smith ... 1 O O 
Miss Dra.nsfield 6 0 O 
~lr. Vickery l O o 
Mr. Gwillim O 10 O 
Mr. W. Binfield l l O 
Mrs. Ambrose ... 2 12 G 
Mr. \ erdan l ., 6 
Mr. Court ... 0 s 0 
l![rs. Da.rkin 2 2 0 
Mr. H. White 1 O 
Mr. Bowker 1 7 G 
Mr. G. Ely... I 0 0 
Mr. Pettifer 1 O u 
Mrs. Holmes O 17 9 
Mrs. Ayton O 2 ~• 
Mrs. Knight I 'l ;; 
Mr. c. Ba.11... ii 4 0 
Miss Helen David 1 1~ 6 
l'Ir. C. H. Price... 1 0 O 
Mr. J. Ward O 18 6 
Mr. Ashley... ... 1 1 O 
Mr. J. Allum 1 ·• G 
Miss Mo..ry Morris 0 13 6 
Mr. Romang :J O O 
lllr. T. Wood ... 0 6 O 
~frs. Road... O 5 H 
Mrs. Goodchild... 0 17 U 
Mr. John Vince O H O 
cllissHill 6H 6 
Mr. C. Chester ... o JO G 
Mr. H. McLeod... 0 la 0 
~lr. H. Stanley... o 10 .o 
'l.!r. W. H. Marsh 1 5 0 
Mrs. Bonaer 1 10 O 
:\liss Kelley O 15 0 
::\fiss An!!t. Tucker O 17 O 

.Miss A. Marsh ... 
M1·, Hellier .. . 
Mr. White .... .. 
Mr. Fryer ... . .. 
Miss Goorgo 
Miss Osborn 
Miss S. E. Cockrel\ ... 
Mrs. Duncombe 
Mr. E. Bithmy ... 
Mr. W. Hawkins 
Mr.J. Bi,·o.n 
Mr. J. Tanner .. . 
W.L ......... . 
lli. Cramphorn 
Miss Mori;gou •.. 
Master H. Olney 
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CHRIST AND IIIB HEARE!tS. 

A SERMON, DELIVERED AT THE l!ETROPOLITAN TAB!i»\:OUCLE, BY C, H. 8PcRnEON, 

" Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear Him, and the 
Pharisees and Scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners anrl eateth 
with them. "-Luke xv. 1, 2. 

SELF-RIGIITEOUSNESS always seeks to blame others and to whitewash itself. The 
group that stood nearest to Christ in preaching, was composed of two classes of 
persons-the publicans, or tax-gatherers, and the open sinners. l\fow the Phari
see, when he came to speak of these two classes, called them by one name, lumping 
them all under one description, and calling them all sinners. :Now, although the 
publicans, or tax-gatherers, were very generally taken from the lowest class of 
Jews, and their calling of tax-gathering, never in itself too popular, was in their 
particular case very objectionable, yet we have no reason to believe that all tax
gatherers were necessarily profane, or licentious, or dishonest. There were bad and 
good amongst those Jewish tax-~atherers as well as among all other classes of man
kind; yet, because they w.ere looked upon as being of the lowest class, the Phari
see spoke of them as if they were all "sinners." This is a common habit, I am 
afraid, with the Too-Goons, with those who never felt their own sinfulness, to use 
always the worst names they can, and to put as bad a colour as they can upon the 
characters of other men. I wi8h we had learned to do the very reverse, namely to try 
to see all the good we can in our fellow-creatures, which were far more like Christ, 
rather than to condemn them wholesale, and impute the faults of some to a whole 
class. The Holy Spirit here speaks of "publicans and sinners;" the evil spirit in 
the Pharisee calls them all sinners. Let us imitate the Spirit of God and nut the 
spirit of pride. 

But I said that self-righteousness tries to whitewash itself, for did not these 
Pharisees, when they murmured. that Christ received sinners, intend to say that as He 
did receive them they were not sinners? Nay, they would not have blushed, for 
they were rather honest in their self-righteousness, l)erhaps more honest than we 
are,-they would not have blushed. to have said-" We have thanked God that we 
are not as the publicans and not as the sinners." They did not reckon themselves as 
belonging to the class of offenders and breakers of the law. They were holy; they 
were the separated. ones; they were a peculiar people zealous for good works after their 
own estimation, though not in the sight of God. Alas! how easy it is for us to try 
to make ourselves appear to be better than we really are ! We are full of sin ; our 
nature is deceitful and vile. ancl yet we try to draw up a good balance:sheet, if we 
can, of our spiritual trading. We represent that to be sound which is rotten, and : 
that to be accepted. which is dishonoured. Oh! that we could but see ourselves as. 
God sees us! We should never then again dare even to think a good thought of: 
ourselves out of Christ, but, abhorring ourselves in dust and ashes, we should wrap . 
His righteousness about us ; we should plunge into the crimson fountain of His ! 
blood, and never hope to be accepted except in the Beloved. May God grant us 1 

grace to beware of the least touch of self-righteousness, for it is evil, onlY, evil, and 1 

that continually. May we always be as timid as the publican who stoo_d afar off and 
dared not even lift up his eyes to heaven, rather than be as censorious and pre
sumptuous as the Pharisee whose sole prayer consisted in flattering himself that he 
was better than others. 

Havin"' thu3 introduced to you the Pharisees, the publicans and the sinners, · 
let us n~w come to the text itself and observe that publicans and sinners were · 
----------------------------------! 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translatmg is reserved. 
No. 14'.l, NEW SERIES. 
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attracte(l to the ministry of Christ. The first question of this evening shall be
wl'.at attrnctcd them? then, Sl'Condly, what in the Go.•pel ,should attract us? and 
tl111·dly, 1/'hat cmne (!f tl,cir bci11f! attracted, and ichat comes to irn, also, of our bci1111 
attrr:cted by the Gospel ? · 

First, then, it seems that when Christ preached, He was surrounded by a number 
~f. 1wrsons of wry loose character, and others of the lowest calling who pressed to 
1-I1m for to hear Him. \Vrn: mn THEY co~rn? 

They were gc_nuinc hearers; it was a bond.ft'.lc audience. I mean by that that 
they were not _hke the crowds who followed Christ up the mountain, who followed 
n_ot to hear Hrm, J:>Ut. to eat of the loaves and the fishes. These publicans and 
~_inners were not tlu?-kmg of the loa,·es and fishes. They were none of those, who, 
like the old people ~n some parishes, go to church in order to get the loaf of bread 
0;1 the Sunday mo:nmg. They were real bond_fide hearers, who really went to hear. 
1 hey were a gcnume, earnest, and honest audience, and they pressed round Him to 
listen to Him. Why did they do this ? 

I will tell ~o~ why t~ey did '.wt, Tlwy certai'.ily were not attracted to Christ by 
any c:e1·cmonzalism. wlnc_li Clinst used, o?· a11y kind of pomp or sliow of priostcraft 
in Il1s dress. It is said that the workmg classes do not attend places of worship 
because we do not dress ourselves in white, and blue, and green, and puce, and I 
do not know what other colours hesides-in fine because we do not make fools of our
selves. It is said that people will not come to hear us because of this, but our Lord 
Jesus Christ ne,er put on anything like a priestly vestment in His life. The common 
dress in which He robed Himself was " a garment without seam, woven from the 
t0p throughout," or rather, the usual dress of the East. There was nothing what
ever in His garb that was distinctive. John the Baptist, it is true, put on prophetic 
robes-the rough robe of hair-skin, and some have used that same rough garment 
to decei.e, but Christ was perfectly a man among men. I may venture to say that 
whoever else was a clergyman, Jesus Christ was not, and whoever else was a priest, 
as one of a priestly caste set apart from the people, He was none. He was just a 
man among men. He ate as they ate, and drank as they drank. He toiled as 
other carpenters have done in the carpenter's shop, and when He came to speak in 
public He spoke like one of the people. His authority was not derived from his 
robes. He had not to step into the vestry and put on His garments to get His 
dio-nitv. His dignity was in the Man Himself, in the spirit that filled the Man, and 
th~t which attracted people to Him was certainly nothing external, and had nothing 
to do with milliners' shops, but was something far 9ther than that. 

Again, the publicans and sinners certainly did not come to Christ to hear Him 
because of His laborious reasoning. The working-classes of London, we are told, 
if they are ever to be brought to places of worship, need that we should argue with 
them, and prove to them the existence of God, the divinity of Christ,. the truth ~f 
the Bible, and all such things, and they are not led by our dogmatism. That 1s 
the statement that is made. "I believe it to be as false as those who say it are 
impertinent. I do not find our Saviour ever trying to prove that there is a God. 
I do not find him standing up and continually apologising ; but His mode of address 
is in the strono-est sense, and I grant you in a sense far above what you and I 
could claim to ~dopt, dngmatical. " Verily, verily, I say unto you," That is His 
argument .. " I testify what I do knuw and what I ~ave seen _of the 1!'ather," and 
He bears witness to the truth with a full, down-right certamty whwh does not 
admit of a doubt. True He has an answer for the Sadducees, but it is curt, sharp, 
and decisive, and He goes on His way to_preach Hi~ own Gospel, which_ is evident~y 
His delight and His forte. No, if publicans and smners came to Christ, they drd 
not cuwe to Him to be amazed with the display of intellect, or to be dazzled with 
the remarkably judicious manner in which He would handle a debate, but they 
came for some other reason than that. 
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_Agajn, if they came to ,Jesus Christ they certainl,y did not come ber,1t11se of Iii, 
lnmmrny doctrmcs. He was not one who excused sm, or who made it out to be a 
weakness incidental to human nature. No, He denounced sin in terms the most 
burning. They did not come to Him because He was one who preached smooth 
things with regard to the punishment of sin. Nay, my brethren, of all tlie 
preacl:i.ers that ever lived, none ever preached on the wrath of God in such terrible 
terms as Jesus Christ Himself. · Though He was full of tenderness and foll of love, 
yet you hear Him speak of the worm that never dieth, and of the fire that neyer 
shall be quen1thed. He loved men's souls too well to make them think that sin 
was a trifle. He loved them too well to let them run the risk of everlasting woe 
without warning them ofit in the plainest terms. No, if any sat at Jesu's feet t,, 
learn of Him, it was not because their conscience remained unmolested, and thev 
were lulled by syren-strains into a deadly sleep. His spirit-stirring words must 
often have sent bolts right through and through their consciences. They did not, 
therefore, go because Re used fair speeches, and so amused the people, and luUed 
them to sleep in sin. 

Once more, if the publicans and sinners listened to Christ in crowds, it was not 
because of rlis vehement gesticulation or IIis declamation. He was not a preacher 
who was at all given to the stamping of the foot. "He shall not strive nor cry, nor His 
voice be heard in the streets." The bruised reed He shall not break, and the 
smoking flax He shall not quench. He opened His mouth and spoke, and He 
spoke with matchless oratory, for "never man spoke like that man." But it was 
all simple and plain. You see no traces of logic ; there are no signs of rhetoric. 
You do not catch him for a moment, as it were, seeking so to awaken the emotions 
as to ignore the intellect, and so to stir the passions as if men were only children 
to be frightened or to be cajoled. He speaks to them as men ; He appeals to their 
entire nature, and while the truths He utters are full of pathos that stir the ver, 
depths of the soul, yet are they gentle and quiet, and His speech distils as th·e 
dew and drops as the rain. Let none think that they can win a congregation b, 
the mere force of gesticulation, Jesus did not so. · 

What, then, was it that attracted these people? They were not generally 
sermon-hearers. Look at that fellow there with his ink-bottle. He will look up 
the Jew that has forgotten to pay his tribute to Cresar; he is very quick about that, 
but he is not a man who is at all likely to attend theological discussions. Do you 
see that villain there with the low forehead? Why, I do belie,e, he is the very 
man who was tried and who only escaped with his life upon a doubtful point at 
the last Passover. And there is that woman-oh! yes; there can be no doubt 
about her character-you know her, and what she is. Do you see them there ? 
They are all listening, not with their ears only, but with their very eyes and 
mouths they are drinking in every word that that Man is saying as He talks to 
them about the lost sheep and the lost son. What is it that enthrals them? 
What are the golden chains that come from His mouth and that hold these by th~ir 
ears? What can the secret be? I think it lay partly in this, that He was a 11Ian 
11wf1tlly in earnest. As they looked up to Him, they all felt that He was a real man. 
The Pharisees were starched with decorum, and full of a1foctation. These people 
were too simple-minded, though wicked, to believe in the Scribes an~ Phari~ees, 
and so they went their way to their own haunts, and never regarded then· tell:ching. 
But with half an eye, they could see standing there a Man unaffected, srncere, 
and in earnest, who was speaking of something whi?h H_e Himself believed, and 
speaking it with power and force because He felt it m .His soul. Oh! ne,er ~as 
there such an earnest preacher as the Master"! No idle word has He to give 
account of· no words to recollect that lack results bec,iuse they came not fresh 
from the speaker's heart. All He speaks is to the point, and all of it came deep 
from His heart's inmost self. This drew the people to Him. 
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They were attracted too, no doubt, because He honestly touched their consciences. 
It would be supposed, my brethren, that the very intelligent, wise, rational and 
seemly doctrine of Unitarianism, as we are commonly told it is, would every~herc 
be attended by crowds, but there are scarcely any places in which that doctrine 
is preacl~ed in which you might not catch any number of spiders, and study the 
whole science of entomology as far as spiders are concerned, How is this? Why, 
as one said once, " The people know in their hearts somehow or other, I cannot tell 
ho'Y', that this that you preach is not true; although it looks so well, and so 
rational, and seems to flatter them so much, yet they do not come .to hear it for 
m their_ hearts _they know it is not true." It is a strange thing that if th~ old 
e,angehc doctr1!1es should appear for one moment to be beaten in debate, they 
always conquer m results. I shall defy any man to maintain a church prosperously 
or to. keep up a d~nomin~tion which 1s built upon unsound doctrine with 
anyt_h1!1g like ~rosperity durii:g a term of years. The bubble shines and glitters, 
but it Is too thm to last, and 1t goes. Now, after all, the worst men like to hear a 
preacher who will dash at their consciences, who will tell them what they in their 
mner selves know to be true, and as Jesus Christ never :flinched from this but told 
them just what was the fact, the people delighted to gather round Hhn and to 
listen to His speech. 
. Moreover, and I doubt not that this was the great charm, they perceived that He 
int~nsely loved them, that He did not preach the truth merely that it might cause 
philosophic speculation and because he was highly pleased to teach it, but because 
He wanted that truth to raise, to bless, to comfort, to save them, and to make them 
happy. The Pharisee, if he ever spoke to a publican or a sinner, would do it with 
a long space between them, gathering up his robes for fear of contagion, looking 
down upon the sinner as though the teacher were so much above the taught. But 
Christ came right among them, and was one of themselves, and He looked as if He· 
wonld do anything for them if He might but deliver them from their sins. They 
knew this, and this mighty charm it was that embraced them, and made them linger 
till the voice had done, and then carry away the echoes of those loving tones in 
their memories for many a day afterwards. 

Besides that, I doubt not that another charm of Christ's preaching lay in this, 
that He always preached doctrine that was hopeful to them. While He said, '' Woe 
unto ye, Scribes and Pharisees," He had loving words for weary and heavy-laden 
ones. While He denounced self-righteousness, He would turn round and say, "I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." If He ever had a frown 
upon His brow, it was for the hypocrite and the proud man, but He had t~ars for 
sinners, He had loving invitations for penitent ones. Like a good physician, He 
sought out morally sick folk, and sought to restore them to spiritual health. This 
it was, also, that helped to attract them to Christ. 

Now, my dear hearers, 1 believe that if you would tell me your characters, I could 
teU you whether, if Jesus Christ were here now, you would be likely habitually to 
hear Hini or not. If you are a very excellent person who never did anything wrong, 
if you feel yourself a deal above most people, if you have a proper sense of :)'.Our own 
dignity, and if you are much impressed with your own importance, I believe that 
you wonld have murmured at Christ, but I a~ quite sw:e that you wo1;1ld not have 
been in the throng that drew near to hear Him. But, 1f you are_ sensible that rou 
have been guilty. if you confess that you have broken God's law, ~fyou are anx10_ns 
to be forgiven, or if you are conscious that you are forgiven, but still need to be daily 
washed, to be daily kept, to be daily dealt with in tenderness and love,-oh ! you 
are the men wlio would have made a"body-guard about that Prince of Preachers, for 
as surely as His doctrine was meant for you as the rain comes down upon the m?wn 
grass, so was your state of mind meant for the Gospel, and you and the SaVIour 
would be quite sure to stand in near and proper relationship to one another. 
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II. But wo cannot linger, nnd must pass on now to the second point. WrrAT rs 
TnERE IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST THAT DOES NOT ATTRACT 80)[E OF us, AND 
OUOIIT TO ATTRACT US ALL? 

Very briefly ; there is this in the Gospel that attracts my soul, and I will speak 
for others. Ever since we fell out with God, through sin, the thought of God has 
been dreadful to us; we have been afraid of Him. But Jesus Christ is God, and He 
has taken upon Himself our manhood, and now He tells us that we may come tr, God 
Jlirough Ilim, in fact that if we come to Him, when we have seen Him, we have seen 
the J<'ather. Now, as I want to b':l one with God, and yet shudder at the thought 
of coming to Him, my soul bun::s with fervent affection towards Christ ; and when 
[ see that I can come to God so safely and so sweetly by coming through Him, that 
attracts me. 

Next, ever since we were awakened to a sense of what sin is, sin has been a great 
burden to us. We have offended against God, and we know it. Oh ! that this 
offence could be blotted out ! Now, Jesus Christ comes and shows that, altogether 
without a violation of justice, God can put all our sins away, as if they fwd never 
been, The Gospel tells us that Christ becomes a substitute for us, that He was 
punished instead of all those who believe in Him, so that the law takes effect, 
justice is satisfied, and yet God is gracious. I know when I first learned that truth 
my heart was ravished with it. I have read books sometimes that have kept me 
up at night to read them, or I have got hold of ideas that have almost made me 
dance when I have got them, but that old idea of substitution, oh ! sirs, it was the 
brightest day I ever lived when I learned that-that the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all. You know, an awakened conscience cannot play with sin as 
some of you do, and imagine that God can easily forgive sin, but when the conscience 
is awakened, it feels that God cannot forgive sin without exacting the punishment 
that is due to sin. Then there comes in to meet this difficulty the fact that Christ 
is punished in the stead of the believer, that God is just, and yet the justifier of 
Him that believeth. Here is another precious truth that has attracted many of us 
to Christ. I pray God that it may attract many others to Him. Here is the way 
of pardoned sin, and here is the way of access to God. 

Brethren, we feel in ourselves so many inabilities, we cannot do anything aright; 
we feel that we cannot pray. _There are times when, if we gave a world for it, we 
cannot shed a tear, when we cannot make our hard hearts melt, cannot get repent
ance out of these dry souls. Oh ! but then this attracts me to Christ, to find that 
lle can give me all ,qrace, that in Him all fulness dwells, that His spirit helpeth our 
infirmities, and that just as I am wounded, and broken, and sin-sick, and hard, and 
cold, and dead, Christ comes and meets my case. Oh! how this ought to attract 
us to Christ ! 

And then oftentimes the fear comes up to every awakened man : " Shall I hold 
on? If I begin to be a Christian, shall I hold on to the end ? Will not temptation 
yet lead me astray?" Then Christ comes in and says, "Because I lii-e, ye shall lit-e 
r.lso ; I give unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck them out of my hands." Oh! Saviour, this is a silken bond to draw us 
to thyself! · Was there ever a greater attraction than this-all safe in Christ; the 
lambs of the flock, the weakest ones, all safe ; the man of imperious passions, the 
man with once imperious lusts-all safe when once they put themselves in the hands 
of Christ. Then can we all say, "I know whom I have believed, and am per
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed to Him until that day." 

But the th,mo-ht comes over us sometimes, "Ah ! but what will it be to die ?" 
T~at hour of d:ath-how grim it looks! And, indeed, it never is child's play to 
die, to pass into the unknown and the invisible, the naked spirit to leave the body 
behind it to become food for worms. The bravest man may well turn pale here. 
But oh I the attraction of Christ is-" He that belienth in Jfe shall -nct·er die: 
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though he ,oere dead, yet shall 7,e live." Oh! the thought of rcsnl'l'cction: the 
thought that death is changed, no longer to be a penal sentence, but to be merely 
an entranee into heaven; the thought that-

" Jesus will ma.kc a dying bed 
Peel soft as downy pillows are, 

\Vbilc on His breast we le,in our hcacl 
Ancl breathe our life out sweetly there ;" 

the thought that Re will come and meet us, and that our spirits, side by side with 
His, shall pass through the iron gate with a song upon out· lips, and fotr no terror 
as we pass by the gates of the grave! My br.-thren, this woos us to Christ this 
holds us to Christ, this charms and fascinates us; this is· a faith that well su;tains 
us, that blots out the past, that brightens the present, and lights up the future 
with the expectation of the glory to be revealed. 

My hearer, if thou hast never had Christ, dost thou not desire Rim? Man if 
Christ be ~hine, heaven is t~inc. Man, if thou believest in Christ, this night thy 
transgressions shall be forgiven thtJe; thou shalt become a child of God an heir 
of immortality. Dost thou not want a Saviour? Wilt thou not ask for o~e? Oh! 
yield thee, yield thee now to Him who was given for thee, who round tllee now the 
cords of His love would cast, bindinll' thee fast to His altar! God grant in His 
infinite mercy that the attractions of the Gospel may be known to us all! 

II[. And now, in the last place, WIIAT CAME OF IT? 
Those wbo were attracted first to hear were, according to the second verse, still 

further blessed. The Pharisees said, not-" This man preacheth to sinners," but 
" This man receiveth simie1·s and eatcth with them." It is a great blessin"' when 
the Gospel is preached to sinners; but oh! it is a far greater blessing when ~inners 
are received, when sinners come to eat with Christ. The Pharisees left out what 
they ought to havtJ mentioned, that when Christ received sinners, He did not leave 
them sinners. It is no disgrace to say of a certain doctor in London, " Why, it is 
said that that doctor has had some of the most horrible cases in London ; I saw 
one man there with a dreadful cancer; another was taken in that was subject to 
epilepsy ; I saw one with a leprosy taken into that physician's house:" ls that 
any disgrace to the physician? Why, sir, the thing is-how did they come out? 
What were they after his skill had been exerted npon them? What they were 
when they went into the hospital is no disgrace to the hospital; it may even reflect 
honour upon the wisdom of those who exercised their skill within it. So that 
Christ receiv~th sinners is true, but He :lhst makes tllem penitent sinners : He 
makes them believing sinners; He changes their nature; He turns the lion into a 
lamb, the raven into a dove; and then when He has done this, when He has 
washed away their sins and changed their natures, He receives them to be His 
friends. None are so near to Christ as blood-washed sinners. He receives them 
to be His disciples; none should sit at His feet but those who first have been washed 
in His blood. Then He receives them as His servants. None can serve Him 
who have not first been served by Him. You cannot unloose His shoes until first 
He has washed your feet. Then He receives these sinners to be His advocates. 
He sends them out to preach His Gospel, but He never sends any out to preach 
the Gospel unless first of all they have received Him into their hearts as the Gospel 
of their salvation. "This man receiveth sinners." 

Oh ! I wish that to-night the Lord would look out the biggest sinner in the 
Tabern"cle; I might say, if there were such a person present, one commonly known 
to be the biggest blackguard in tile parish; I wish the Lord would light on just 
such an one, for the raw material for a great saint is often a great sinner. When 
the devil wanted to make the biggest sinner that ever lived, he took an apostle to be 
the raw material, namely, Judas, and made him the son of perdition; but when 
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Christ wanted the greatest of preachers and the best of all the apostle~, he went 
l'ight into the devil's camp, and laid hold of Saul of Tarsus, and made him become 
Paul, thfl mighty winner of souls. "This man receiveth sinners." The thief, the 
drunkard, the harlot-He recl'ives them still. He washes them, changes them, 
takes them into His society, uplifts them; takes the beggar from the dunghill and 
makes him sit among princes. Oh! rnight,y Master, do thi, deed nf grace agdin, 
and though the Pharisees will murmur, and the proud may still slander Thy name, 
we, who arc sinners too, will clap our hands for very joy, and bless Thy love and 
adore Thy grace, world without end. "This man receiveth sinners." 

And then they said, "And eatetli wit!t them." Yes, in a mystical sense you 
will see that done again to-night, for here is the TABLB, the Lord's Table, peculiarly 
so, and to that table let no man come who has never been a sinner, for he will not 
be welcome. Let no man come who h>is not felt himself to be a sinner, for he will 
not be welcome, If there be a man th:1t is rich in good things, and that is full of 
good things, let him not come, fur "He hath fill~d the hungry with good things, 
but the rich He hath sent empty away." If there be a handmaiden here of low 
estate and humble mind, let her come, for He hat.h remembered the low estate of 
His h>indmaiden; but if there be any that are great and mighty, and exalted in 
their own estimation, let them stand aside and hPar Him say, "He hath pnt down 
the mighty from their seat, and He hath exalted them of low degree." Here is 
a table spread for sinners, sinners hlood-washed, but sinners still. I often feel, 
my brethren, as if I could not come to the cross anyhow but as a sinner. I think 
I told you this parable once. There was a great king once who used to have a 
table spread every day, and there were two sorts of persons who had a right to 
come there. All round the king, on his right and left, sat the princes of the blood 
and the nobles of the highest rank. Th~y came in their robes of state, and there they 
sat and they were welcome. At the other en.d of the table the king in his bounty 
had bidden his chamberlain every day spread many dainty dishes for beggars, and 
if there were any in the city at any time who were foot sore, who were bouseless 
and homeless, ragged and hungry, the notice was given that anyone who could plead 
abject poverty might come to the king's table. Now, so it happerred once on a 
time that a prince of the blood had lost, as he thought, the deeds of his estate ; 
moreover, he had lost the register of his birth, and he was afraid that all that 
he had ever possessed had never been rightly his own. Perhaps he was some 
changeling child, he said, for such things had been; perhaps his estates were not 
his own, and as the time came round for the feast he felt as if he did not dare put 
on his robes lest he should be shown to be an impostor. But then it flashed across his 
mind, " If I have been an impostor up till now, and I am not the son of my reputed 
father; if the estates and the rich gems I have arc not mine, then I am a poor 
beggar, and I have not anythin~." So off he took his fine garments, and found 
some common dress that had been laid aside, " I must even sit at the king's table 
somewhere," said he, " and if I cannot go as a prince I will go as a beggar, and so 
one way or the other, I will eat of his banquet." Brethren, !have often had to do that, 
and I would advise you to do it whenever your doubts and fears come across you. 
If Jesus Christ cannot receive yon, and you cannot come to Him as a saint or as a 
child of God, recollect that "This Man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.'' 
Come with all your sinnership ; come, I say, and you cannot he cast out. Many 
years ago the shaft of a mine was blocked up by some falling earth, and there was 
no chance of the miners' escape. They gathered themselves together, and held a 
prayer-meeting in expectation of speedy death, for it did not seem probable that 
they would ever be able to get out by the shaft, which was so thoroughly destroyed. 
While they were in prayer a ht1ppy thought struck oue of the oltler miners. He 
had hearil that there was an old working which led into another mine, which had 

1bccn given up, and he said he would go first, and perhaps they might be able by 
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going through some old passages to come out into the old mine. He knew from 
what he had heard his fathe1· say, that much of it WM very low, and that the water 
dripped into it, ~n~ that in some places they would have to keep on all fours, but 
for all that he said 1t would not matter so long as they could but get to the daylight 
again. They could not go up the r~gular shaft, but away they we_nt, creeping down 
the back ways, all through the mire, and mud, and filth, and dirt, and darkness, 
but they came to the light at last, and came up all safe to their homes again. Now, 
sometimes, when I can look straight up to my Lord, I know that I am his child. I 
do to night, and I can rejoice to go up and down the shaft straight ahead. But., 
brethren, if ever you cannot do that there is an old working, there is an old way, 
the way that _all the saints have gone. You will have to go on your hands ancl 
knees : you will have t? &'o on all f?urs_; you will find it fl.ooded with tears of re
pentance; but neyer mmd, the devil himself cannot block that way up. If you 
cannot come as a saint, come as a sinner. If you have got no grace, you can get 
grace. If you cannot come with a tender heart, come for a tender heart. If you 
cannot come with faith, come to get faith; for "this man receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them." May this Blessed Man come and eat with us to-night. 

tssans anh Japers .on ~digious .Subjects. 

COMMON SENSE IN RELATION TO 
SUND.A. Y SCHOOLS. 

BY REV. H. :J. BETTS, 

THERE is a verse in the Book of Ec
clesia.stes which· reads thus:-" The 
labour of the foolisl, wearieth every one 
of them ; because he lcnoweth not how 
to go to the city." Suppose the case of 
a man who claims to deal with "all 
mysteries and all knowledge," while he 
has no power to grasp first principles; 
-who professes to be ready for the most 
onerous service, while the yoke of a 
child galls his shoulder ;-who sets 
himself up for a trustworthy guide 
over the pathless desert, while he 
blunders in the king's highway, and 
misses the plainest of all roads-" the 
road to the aity." The foolish fellow 
" wearieth every one" of those who 
employ him-trust in him-follow him. 
To their cost and disappointment they 
find themselves leaning on a bruised 
reed, following a blind leader, sitting 
at the feet of one who should rather 
learn than teach. He wearieth himself 
_also. He is the crow or the hedge-

sparrow trying to be an eagle ;-the 
frog inflating his skin that he may be 
like an ox ;-the schoolboy beating at 
the rock with a toy hammer, or baling 
out the sea with an oyster-shell. It will 
be well if the man who thus exerciseth 
himself with things too high for him, 
get no other injury than weariness;
well, if the tired wing of presumption 
put not an end to his soariogs with a 
sudden fall and broken bones ;-well, 
if the distended skin bear the inflation 
of pride without bursting :-well, if the 
rising tide do not carry him away, with 
his playthings yet in his hand. 

If you and I have the laudable ambi
tion of becoming " workmen that need 
not to be ashamed," we must begin at 
the beginning,-occupy, if need be, the 
lowest place,-take a few lessons in 
Common 8ense,-and learn "how to go 
to the city." 

One has attended Lectures and Pub
lic Meetings in connection with Sunday 
Schools, whose tendency upon the minds 
of our teachers must have been to create 
the most intense and unqualified self
satisfaction. '' What a noble band we are'. 
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What a mighty work we are doing! 
How deep are the obligations of the 
Christian Church to our self-denyino-, 
laborious efforts ! How much mo~e 
thankful than they are, should our 
pastors be for such true yoke-fellows, 
to labou,r with them in the Gospel!" 

I frankly confess that 1 wish to pro
duce upon my readers another class 
of impressions. Do not misinterpret 
me. I stand second to none in hi~h 
appreciation of their work of love. I 
number some of my dearest friends, and 
some of my most devoted fellow-workers, 
among Sunday-school teachers. But I 
must state (notwithstanding all this) 
certain convictions, to which I have been 
brought by close and long connection 
with Sunday-school work in different 
parts of the Country. I feel constrained I 
to suggest, . in all faithfulness, and i 

with all boldness, that our schools are 
not what they ought to be, what they 
might be, or what, by Gon's blessing, 
they will be. 'ihey are not what even 
the practical use of Common Sense might 
make them now. 

PREMISES- MANAGEMENT -TEACH
ING-SERVICES-CHURCH co:NNEXION 
-The mere mention of these will indi
cate the course to be taken in treating 
the subject before us. The field is 
extensive-far too extensive for a full 
survey. My object is, however, not to 
exhaust enquiry, but to excite thought 
and consideration. " I speak as unto 
wise men; judge ye what l say." 

PREMISES! " We have no school pre
mises, properly so called," says one. 
" We meet in the Chapel ; boys in the 
galle11y, girls down stairs, young men's 
class in the minister's vestry, young 
women's in the table-pew; and the rebt, 
as they will, or as they can; the teacher, 
in each case, either sitting at the end 
of a long line of scholars, or standing 
before them." 

" Oui· premises," says another, " are 
not in the Chapel, but wider it. They 
consist of one large room, and one small. 
The infants occupy the small room ; the 
boys and girls the large one ; and the 
senior classes go into the Chapel. The 
school-room is necessarily somewhat 

dark and ill-ventilated. We have a 
feeling, at times, as if the building 
above us were on our shoulders. Our 
discomfort increases with the heat of 
summer; and truants, in fine weather, 
may be numbered by the score." 

" Our premises," says a third, "are 
up-stairs; light, good; ventilation, mid
dling. Our classes, from the "select' 
downward to the infants, are all within 
one large and undivided area. The 
simultaneous exercises of the little ones 
(Gon bless them!) make the D:1Dst im
pression upon eye and ear, through the 
whole juvenile gathering. Teachers get 
on best whose voice-power is above the 
average, and whose nerves are at the 
furthest extreme from sensitiveness ; but 
small voices and aching heads have no 
chance. With some of us, the gaining 
of attention for five minutes would be a 
most remark:.ibleachievement. At times, 
we are nearly at our wits' end, and 
ready to give up in despair." 

"Through all these stag.,s," says yet. 
another, "has our school passed. Many 
years ago we taught in the Chapel ;
then partly under, and partly in it;
then in a big square room, with two or 
three little inconvenient ones beneath. 
But now, we have a room-light and 
airy-for every class, and a large hall 
of general assembly, when lessons are 
over. Our number of teachers is double 
what it was; and 7 5 per cent. of scho
lars have been added to our roll." 

Thank you, friend ; that is neither 
more nor less than Common Sense in 
relation to the question of school pre
mises. The case wants no argument. 
Your plan is so palpably the right thing, 
that we shall only say to those around 
you, Go ye, and do likewise ; and, if 
there are difficulties in your way, meet 
them, and beat them ! Aim at the right 
thing; and do not rest till you get _it! 

llA.NAGE:MENT!-I have sometlilles 
gone to preach ~niver~ary sermons in 
this or that ne1ghbourmg town, and, 
anxious to learn something about 
"manao-ement," have looked into the 
school-;oom in the course of the after
noon. In less than five minutes, it h:is 
been unmistakeable that the reins of 
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government wore in hands as feeble as 
those of Phaethon in the Sun-chariot. 
Superintendent and te11chers had parted 
company with Common Sense, and had 
no better means left of getting or keep
ing order ( shall I not rather say dis
order r) than by threatening, scolding, 
and boxing. 

As to our worthy friends, the sui:ier
intcndcnts, it appears to me that, Just 
as of ministers, so of them, too much is 
expected. It seems to be thought that, 
with a look or a word, they should be 
able, not only to warn, but to rnle the 
"unruly," who, to a teacher, are utterly 
and always unmanageable. I hold that 
a teacher should have as much influence 
over his own class, at lesson-time, as 
the superintendent oui· the whole school 
from the desk ; and that there cannot 
be perfect order without the co-operation 
of the two. 

I shall confine myself to a few re
marks upon the question of school
government, as it seems to me to concern 
the teachers and their :responsibilities. 
I shall not deal now with the supei·in
tendent' s work. 

Loss of power in a class invariably 
follows late coming and irregular atten
dance. Are the clocks aud watches 
of Manchester afflicted with chronic 
rheumatismorpa:ralysis? No. Monday 
morning proves, that, not the clocks 
and watches, but the owners thereof, 
were late on Sunday ;-that, in short, 
if there was any rheumatic or paralysis 
in the case, it was a mental rheumatism, 
and a paralysis of the will. Common 
Sense says that every teachn should 
be in his place five minutks before the 
time ;-a phenomenon which, J suppose, 
has seldom or never been witnPssed. 

Upon the other point-regularity-I 
have often been struck with the fact 
that a Eense of responsibility to a Sunday 
class is rather the exception than the 
rule. Has it not frequently been said 
by those who read this paper-" If we 
are not there, they'll find somebody 
else"? And can you be content that 
jmt "somebody else" should occupy 
your place? Does that ~xpress the in
tertst you feel in the lambs of CnnrsT's 

fold ? It has fallen to my lot to be n. 
frequent observer of the injury done tu 
a class by the errors, the foolishness, 
and the mismanagement of "somebody 
else." Get your own substitute, if you 
must be absent ; but never leave your 
class to "somebody else," careless aml 
indifferent who that " somebody else'' 
may be. 

Ilut, supposing the condition of punc
tuol and regular attendance to have 
been complied with, Common Sense will 
further suggest great carefulness in 
armngement,-the teacher putting liim
selj into the right position, so as to see 
and hear-to be seen and heard by-the 
whole class; and putting the scholars, 
so as to prevent the more playful and 
insubordinate from collision in mischief: 
and then, endeavouring always to culti
vate a mannerism, style,_-and tone of 
voice, which will best fix attention. 

From first to last, there must be 
absolute self-control. They who rule 
their own spirits well, are the best rulers 
of the spirits of others. Exhibitions of 
annoyance, vexation, and bad temper, 
are a certain forfeiture ofright influence. 
There is a power in goodness which will 
put trifling and disobedience to the 
blush, where harshness will only inten
sify the mischief. 

The study of the several dispositions 
you have to deal with, is far from u~- · 
important. You remember Mrs. Stowe s 
paper about "Our Charley." Every
body wants to know what is to be done 
with him. They send him to school, to 
get him taught what they cannot teach 
him at home, and then he learns ·of some 
twenty other Charleys enry separate 
resource for keeping up a commotion, 
that the superabundant vitality of each 
can originate. He can dance like Jim 
Smith ;-he can smack his lips like Joe 
Ilrown ;-Will Briggs has shown him 
how to mew like a cat ;-and he can do 
to perfection the new war-whoop learned 
from Tom Evans. Now, Charley cannot 
be wholly shirked, for he is an institu
tution-a solemn fact. He is a man
child. Study him ;-train him; but 
don't tread upon him while he is little, 
lest he gi·ow up like a dwarfed and 
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stunted tree. Get to understand him, 
and you may bring him to your feet; 
make him laugh ; make him cry ; cause 
his eyes to fill, and his bosom to swell, 
with recitals of good and noble deeds. 
In short, if you will take the trouble to 
m,tke that buy ottt, and · accommodate 
your training to his peculiar tempera
ment and tcndancies, your reward may 
be greater in "our Charley" than in 
all his class-mates put together. 

TEACHING !-Common Sense will t.ell 
you that every teacher should certainly 
know what to teach and how to teach. 
That text I quoted just now, is sugges
tive of your subject-" The labour of the 
foolish wearieth every one of them, 
because he knoweth not how to go to the 
city." Your work is to point out and 
lead the way to the city of Gon ; and 
your labour will be a weariness indeed, 
if you have yet to learn the way for 
yourselves. No mental endowments, no 
kindliness of disposition, no aptness to 
teach, will be a sufficient preparation 
for you, without a personal acquaintance 
with CHRIST, I have known Sunday
school teachers, of small education and 
little genius, succeed in sustaining the 
interest of large classes for many years, 
by just letting the love within them 
speak ;-by reiterating (with Gon's 
Word open before them,) what they 
themselves had tasted and felt. I have 
observed too that, by such instrumen
tality, the greatest amount of spiritual 
good in our schools has been realized. 
I say this, by no means to induce the 
disparagement of genius and cultivation, 
but to whisper encouragement to those 
who lament, with perhaps too deep a 
regret, that they are not, and cannot be 
as.others. Let all be thankful for what 
they are, and do the best they can. 

As to the method of instruction, you 
need, as we ministers do, the twofold 
preparation of head and of heart. Fix 
on your lessons, if you can, on Monday 
or Tuesday, and think about them all 
the week. Seek to master their diffi
culties, and to find out the best way of 
explaining them. If your time is so 
entirely occupied that you cannot "read 
up" for the Snnday, go to a Preparation 

Class on Saturday night; and, if yo11 
have not one at your school, get one 
established. This you may at once 
succeed in, if you can only find a suit
able conductor. Preparation Classes 
fall through, from neglect and incom
petence. 

I need scarcely say a word ahont the 
need of heart-preparation. "Give me 
a motive," said a young disciple to her 
minister, "and I am ready for any
thing." When your hearts shall be so 
set upon your work that you shall 
agonize for the con version of souls, a 
motive will have been given you, which 
will make toil your pleasure, and duty 
your delight. 

Supposing then, that you have not 
neglected important preliminaries, we 
will folio w you to your class. You have 
announced the lesson for the day. I 
hope you have not chosen one which is 
suited to advanced Christians, r:1ther 
than to voung enquirers. I trust you 
have not taken a long chapter, simply 
because of its length. No. You have se
lected a paragraph of say from twelve to 
twenty verses. Now, the first thing is 
to get these verses well read. I re
member a discussion in our College 
Committee at Rawdon, about the em
ployment of an elocutionist for the 
students. It was urged that ministers 
were not unfrequently careless readers: 
e.g., that one, on a certain occasion, 
read a verse which occurs in the historv 
of David, at the time of the death of h1s 
child, thus :-" And they set bread 
before him, and he DID eat"! You 
have done something worth doing when 
you have got a paragraph of Scripture 
intelligently, distinctly, and in all 
respects, well read by the scholars. 

The next thing is, carefully to go 
through every verse for the erp!anation 
of words. Words sometimes occur ( such 
as "prevent," "offend," &c.) 'Whose 
m·esent meaning fails to express the 
'intention of the sacred writers. These 
should be specially noted. In senior 
classes, a p1t1·ap!,rnse of eac-h verse shonl<l 
be asked, the te,tcher being himself well 
prepared to give one. 

After words, will necessarily follow 



ESSAYS AND PAPERS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, 

s?ntences and their connexions, narra
t1Yes to be explained, doctrines to be 
illustrated, and lessons to be enforced • 
in all which1 plainness and simp~icity 
must be studied. An able and emment 
man ?nee used th~ word summary in 
sp0akmg to some clnldren, ancl he paused 
nnd said-" I fear you do not under
stand what I mean by swm1ia1·y. It is 
synonymous with synopsis." Another 
asked-" Can any of you tell me what 
is the ostensible design of Sunday 
Sclwo1s ?" A pause ;-the question re
I'eat<id ;-whcreuoon a very little one 
piped out" Yeth thir," and was greeted 
with a burst of laughter, which put an 
end to the enquiry. Another, who com
n:encE,d his lesson with-" The scene 
1cl1ich we now behold is one ef unparal
leled sublimity," was soon discomfited by 
a scene of unparalleled restlessness. 

1 belie,e in catechising. It helps to 
secure attention, and shows exactly how 
much the children know already, and 
what they require to be taught. It is 
not well to assume that plain things are 
understood. Not long since, a little girl 
was overheard learning her catechism 
thus, with perfect seriousness:-" What 
did Koah do then? He sent the dove 
out again seven days after, and it came 
back with a live calf in its mouth." A 
boy was asked in a Scripture class, 
" What was Solomon's punishment for 
worshipping idols in his old age?" and 
replied vhy gravely, "He was ordered 
to shoot an apple off his son's head; and 
he did it too, without hurting the boy 
in the least." 

Not only question the scholars, but 
encourage them to question you. Do 
this at the risk of their often asking what 
vou cannot answer. I liked well some 
i·emarks I met with in the Report of the 
Birmingham Conference of "Friends," 
upon this very subject. One says : 

" A leading feature of our times is the 
<lieposition to endeavour to explain evcry
thinrt, We all tind in our experience the 
truth of Dr . .Arnold's remark, that young 
chi/,dren are ucst lauvht by those whose 
1:nowled[!e is far beyond them; antl it is 
evident that the possession of more know
ledge on the pa.rt of the teacher is not au 

obstacle, but may be of the greatest ad
vantage in the teaching of those whose 
intellects are less culti\-ated. But how
ever highly endowed a teacher rr:ay be 
he will frequently ha1·c to say, "I don't 
know, and I never shall know." A feel
ing of the same kind seemed to have been 
in the mind of the Apostle Paul, when he 
~aid, " We know in part, and we prophesy 
Ill part." Thomas Uarlyle has said many 
foolish things ; but we are indebted to 
him for pointing out the error of endea
vouring to explain everything ; and, be
cause we have succeeded in bottling the 
~ig~tning, are ceasing to see any wonder 
m it. As to religions difficulties, it is of 
great importance to remember that we 
carry, in our own persons, an inexplicable 
mystery ; we cannot tell, for instance, 
how the mind is joined to the body. It 
would be well to feel that even these are 
mysteries we cannot explain ; and I am 
convinced that this is the way to deal 
with certain classes of minds, as it was 
the way in which the Lord Himself dealt 
with Job-shewing him that he was sur
rounded with mysteries in the outwarcl 
creation which he could not solve; by 
which means he was at last led to confide 
in the goodness of God. I have always 
been willing to confess my ignorance of 
the meaning of a passage, when any 
scholar has brought one to me, that I 
could not clearly understand. 1 have 
replied on such occasions, Why do you 
not read the Bible for yourself? If we 
lack wisdom on this subject, let us go to 
God ; and if any light come to my mind, 
you shall have the benefit of it. We 
learn best in the endeavour to do our 
Heavenly Father's will ; for the man 
who does that, learns Christ's doctrine 
in the best way. Some of you went to 
work a few years ago as boys, and when 
you found out what you considered 'a 
better way of doing a thing, you went to 
express your joy to one of the workmen, 
who said to you, " Don't go talking 
about the work, but set about it and do 
it. \Vhen you are a man, you may have 
on opinion of your own. but at present it is 
your duty to do the work as you are told." 
It is just the same in learning in the school 
of Christ. If anyone tries to do his duty, 
and to do the work of his Master, HE 
will teach him all that is neceHsary for 
him to know. When I have been asked, 
What is your opinion of such a passage 
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I have said, It does not much matter what 
my opinion is; Gorl's book is able to make 
men wise unto salvation through faith, 
not in the teacher, but in Christ ,Jesus. 
It has always been my wish that we 
should not try to impart stereotyped 
thoughts. Our mere opinious will be as 
trifles, when compared with the influences 
which the Heavenly Teacher may exer
cise on the minds of the scholars, in lead
ing them to seek the truth, and to live 
and walk in it." 

I have never forgotten (in the exercisE: 
of my own ministry) the example of a 
plain country brother, who, in explain
ing the Word of Goo as he rtad it from 
the pulpit, is reported to have said, 
frankly and honestly, whenever he came 
upon a portion whose meaning was not 
clear to his mind-'' Well, friends, we'll 
pass that over, for I am not at all sure 
about it." It is no disgrace to confess 
that there are depths in the mind of 
Goo, which feeble man cannot fathom. 
And it surely is not the part of Common 
Sense to attempt to explain what we do 
not understand. 

SE1tvrcES!-.A.Juvenile Religious Ser
vice is generally made to follow the 
afternoon lesson. Singing, Prayer, and 
the Address, a1·e its component parts. 
Of these, the Singing is the most inte
resting to the children, and should be 
introduced two or three times. I should 
divide the Service thus :-Hymn, five 
minutes; Prayer, five minutes: Hymn, 
five minutes; Address, fifteen minutes; 
Hymn, five minutes; Prayer, five min
utes :-fortv minutes in all. 

11fr. Con;:mon Sense must be the Edi
tor of your Hymn and Tune Books, and 
also the Leader of your Service of Song. 
The precentor should always announce 
the wcrds, as well as lead the musie, 
invariably taking his place in front of 
the children for this purpose. It divides 
attfntion, when .the hymn is· given out 
by one person, and the tune commenced 
by another in a different part of the 
room. Let the precentor's utterance be 
sharp and clear, and his style lively. 
No semibrevo work allowed. No con
nexion with the slowest mode of common 
time. No pulling out of every note by 

the yard or the ell. In short, no droniru1 
at any ti"me. · 

The Prayer should be brief and child
like. I don't meau childish, hut child
like, expressing in few and plain words 
the desire~ of a Christian heart. All 
the stereotyped phraseolo;zy of prayer 
should be abandoned for a simple, 
devout utterance of the soul's most 
cherished wishes. 

The Address should be cheerfol. It, 
main object-to win souls for CR HIST

must always be kept in view. Brrt, for 
him who speaks to the young of the love 
of Goo, a smiling face, a kind voice, 
and a persuasive manner, are surely 
desirable. It is foolish to 8ermonize to 
children. When attention flags, throw 
in a word-picture, an apt illustration, 
an appropriate question, or (if you can 
sing) the verse of an hymn, and let your 
congregation repeat it in full chorus. 

Do not go into the desk at all if,. after 
repeated efforts, you cannot secure the 
eyes and ears of the scholars. Address
ing children is not everybody's vocation: 
and persistence in a work for which you 
are totally unfitted, is oul y an invitation 
of increasing discomfiture and more pal
pable failure. 

A Superintendent was once endea
vouring to test the attention which had 
been given to the Address of the previous 
Sabbath. For some time he asked in 
vain what his excellent friend, }ir. 
Dreary, had been speaking about. .it 
length he enquired ofa bright little girl 
in the front row, if s!w could not re
member. Susie stood up blushing, and 
this was her speech:-'' Pleath, thir, he 
talked-and he talked-and he talked 
-and-he thaid as how he loved uth; 
and he talked - and he talked - we 
fo'.lght he wath going to thay thomefin 
-and he diJn't thay nuffin." 

This is not quite so unfortunate as the 
experience of a certain clergyman, who 
was opposed to having anything like 
mirth in Sunday Schools. He offore,l 
to address the scholars, and show that 
they could be well entertained seriously. 
The following dialogue ensued:-" Chil
dren, I am going to tell you about Peter. 
Who knows who Peter w,is ?" No an-
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swer was madt>. "Cannot an,· onr
thosl' largl' girls-tl'll me wlio Pckr 
was?' Still no reply, "C'an any 
littlt> boy or girl in th~ srhool tea me 
who Peter was P'' " I can," said a little 
frllow in the further ('Orner. '' Ah, 
hat's n p;ood boy. Now )·ou come up 
)n the platform by my side, and stand 
ap in this chair, and tell those large 
girls who Peter was." ,Timmy did as he 
was bid, and in the shrill ,oice of rhild
hood repcatrd,-

" Peter, Peter, pumpkin eater, 
Had a wife and couldn't keep her-'' 

At this point he was stopped, but not 
:,efore lhe full point had h~cn taken by 
the school, and Mother Goose's poem 
folly appreciated, 

Sometimes it will be well to substitute 
for the Address a Model Lesson for 
the whole juvenile asst"mhly; a g,·neral 
Examination of the Children ; or a Mis-
5ionary Mbeting. But, in all things, 
Common Sense must rule ;-tact and 
adaptation are indispensable. 

And then, you reust allow me a few 
words as to our Public Service~, and the 
share which our Sunday Scholars are 
<2xpectcd to talrn in the~. 

One cannot agree with all the Bishop 
of Oxford once said at a Sd10ol Con
ference in the Isle of Wi:sht, but there 
is a deal of sound co=on sense in 
the following-:-

" Suuday (the Bisl1op is reported to 
haYe said) was as much a day of rest for 
children as for grown-up persons, and it 
v.as a mistaken idea to take chilrlren, 
whom GoD had made volatile-who co11ld 
not be still for a momeut (because it was 
not their nature )-who were al ways rlrop
ping off to sleep on the benches they sat 
upon (because they needed sleep) a.nd 
"'':ould begin to whisper an,! lau!(h, just 
as the l,ee ,ieedid to l,uzz when he liew 
about;-it was a mistake to take children 
whom GoD had made in this way, to set 
them on a hard bench, and to make horrid 
faces at them when they hegan to buzz, 
or to knock them on the bearl when they 
went to sleep. Iu Lis experience, Snnclay 
School teachers failed very much on the 
·'l,e good system." That was the begin
ning and end of all their teaching, and 

marrnllously unfrnitfnl teaching it would 
be ! When these Sunday-school children 
were sent to church, not with their pa
rents, but in a body together, and were 
place(j. a long way off the clergyman, lest 
they should disturb the congregation, 
how was it possible but that 'tho little 
volatile things should begin whispering 
to one another, and kicking their legs 
about? And how could they be expected 
to pay attention to the service, when they 
ha<!. been tired out with two hours' pre
vious teaching at school? Then, perhaps, 
in the afternoon, having had rather a 
better dinner than usual, they would fall 
lLSleep, which was the best thing they 
could do I It was not by dreary dull 
teaching, not by sending a man round to 
knock the children's heads when they 
were drowsy, that they would do good ; 
but by making Sunday Schools the oppor
tunity of showing a kindly interest in the 
l)oys and girls sent there ;-and then, by 
the leavening principle of the love of 
CHRIST, they woul'1 make their schools, 
not wearisome to the little ones, nor use• 
less to the older ones, but instruments 
for touching their hearts. And thus they 
would get a great deal of truth into the nar
row-necked mouth of the bottlt1 ; until by 
Gon's grace, they could fill it as full as it 
could bear!" 

I have a distint recollection of my 
own early experience of Chapel-going, 
not as a Sunday scholar, but as a junior 
member of the minister's family. I 
r~member the square pew, lined with 
g-reen baize; and my decided preference 
for the corner seat and the high hassock, 
to keep my back from aching, and my 
dangling legs from tiring of suspension. 
I only liked the singing. All the rest 
was weariness. The twenty minutes 
prayer was decidedly soporific; and one. 
word.would, at anvtime, have expressed 
my opinion of the sermon-" dry." 
The benediction was appreciated, because 
it meant, " You may go now;" just as 
I understood " Grace before Meat " to 
mean, "Now, Henry, you may begin." 

I am not insinuating that it is wrong 
to take children to publio worship. In 
my opiniqn, juvenile services ought not 
(except in the case of the very young) 
to take the place of the 01·dinary en
gagement in the Chapel or Church. I 
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think our soholars (the infant classes 
"xccptecl,) ought to be in the House of 
GOD on Sunclay morning; and more, 
that we should recognise their presence 
there, What shoulcl prevent an occa
sional familiar interpretation of the 
Scripture lessons of the d<Ly for their 
special benefit, or a passage in the 
sermon fo1· them-the future men and 
women of the Church and the world? 
Why are they not always rememberecl 
in prayer? And why is little or no 
account taken of them in our songs of 
praise ? For some years, I haye been 
in the habit of arranging that one of the 
hymns in the Morning 8ervice shall be 
sung by the scholars out of their own 
hymn-books, the choir and congri>gation 
retaining their seats, a11d only the 
children standing. There are some 
present who could testify that this is 
often a most delightful, and som.,times 
a deeply affecting proceedin~. The 
interest of the young is excited, and 
men and women who listen, can, at 
times, hardly restrain tears of Christian 
jo~ . 

One other thing-our scholars should 
be so arranged in the House of Goo, 
that they can all distinctly see the 
minister. If necessarily in the back 
gallery, their seats should be raised to 
an elevation which will give them a fair 
opportunity of observing and listening. 
If Mr. Common Sense could draw us a 
plan of something after the idea of the 
Infant Class Gallery-an adaptation of 
that idea to. the Chapel and Church
he would be, in this, as in all other 
departments, a benefactor to the chil
dren, the teachers, the congregation, and 
the pastor. · 

It remains for me to speak ( and I 
must do it .briefly) of THE CONNEXION 
Ol' THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WITII THE 
CHURCH, 

A friend put into my hand, not long 
since, a paper upon the Church and the 
Sunday-school, in whioh the case is well 
put thus:-

There are four ways in which the 
Church and school may be connected : 

1. They may be supposed to be two 
,,qual and co-ordinate institutions, 

ha-ving one object in common, but 
stancling side by sicle; -recognizing each 
othn as helpers; but, eaeh doing its 
work in its own way. Or, 

2. They may be supposed to be two 
separate institutions, one being greater 
than the other ;-the Church the greater, 
the Sunclay-school the less ;-the sehool 
having an independent sovernignty 
within the enclosure of the Church. 
Or, 

3. They may be supposed to be two 
separate mstitutions, one being greater 
than the other ;-the Sunday-school the 
greater, and the Church the less. Such 
an idea may not unnaturally sp1ing up, 
where tbe success of the school has ·made 
it the pioneer of the Church; or where 
the school includes (as it sometimes 
does) tbe best of the Church's piety and 
activity. Or, 

4. They may be supposed to be but 
two several parts of one living organism, 
the school being the blossom on the tree, 
and the Church the trunk of the tree; 
-the tree being incomplete without the 
blossom, and the blossom being the 
product of the life and growth of the 
tree. 

On the first supposition, the relation 
of the two would be rightly expressed 
thus :-·' The Sunday-school and the 
Church ;" on the second, " The Sunday
school fr, the church;" on the third, 
" The Sunday-school oi-er tile Church ;" 
and, on the fourth, " The Sunday-school 
of the Church." 

You will have anticipated my prefer
ence for the fourth-a preference in 
which I think I may assume that the 
majority of my_readers will sympathize. 
Your Christian Common Sen;e will at 
once condemn a school antagonistic to 
the Church, and a school dominant O\'er 
the Church. Experience ancl obsernttion 
have taught that the school ,1· the 
Church has by far the largest share of 
spiritual life and success. That its 
affairs are managed by its own utlicers 
and teachers, need not at all impair the 
close connection ( or perhaps I h:lLI better 
say the complete identilicarion) which I 
thus recommend. The Church's school 
is sure to have an executive in who:;e 



decisions (even if the formality of a 
,~hurch vote upon every question were 
gone through), the whole body would 
readily acquiesce. The Church says, 
'' Take these children and nursP. thtm 
for me," and she distrusts not the hands 
a ud hearts tow hich such a charg·e has been 
g-iven. In my own school, two deacons 
are superintendents; two other deacons 
;1re teachers week by week; some of the 
most intelligent of our members conduct 
the classes on both sides; and the pastor 
feels it an important part of !,is work to 
be among them as often as possiblr, 
cheering the labourers, and endeavour
ing to gain the hearts of the scholars. 

~Then he goes to a teachers' meeting 
(which he often does), no one wears an 
expression of countenance which he could 
possibly translate into-" What business 
have you here ?" He goes as a friend-as 
a fellow-labourer-as the minister of the 
church and congregation, who feels 
deeply interested in all that is going on 
for the glory of GoD. And he is welcome ; 
heartily and always welcome. He does 
not put on a very stiff cravat, it is true, 
or assume an important, authoritatfre 
hearing. " One is our 1liaster, and all 
we are brethren." He finds his beloved 
coadjutors e.er ready to give him, in 
matters of counsel, respectful and affec
tionate attention. There is not one of 
them who would not unite with him 
( each from his own personal conviction), 
in concluding that No. 1-The School 
and the Church; No. 2-The School in 
the Church; and No. 3-The School 
oi·er the Church, must yield the palm 
to Xo. 4-The School of the Church. 
Xot that we have thought of th~se dis
tinctions. and discussed them. Ours 
happens to be the Church's school, and 
we are so well pleased with it as it is, 
that we should as soon tl;ink of annihi
latino- it, as of changing its constitution. 

I do not mean to be egotistical. 
Pardon me if I have seemed to be. I 
speak most freely of what I know, and 
testify most confidently of what I have 
seen. 

With us, as well as with others, there 
is room for very much improvement. 
In many respects, the physician in this 

Paper has been preRcribing for himself 
and administering to his own friends 
advice which, more or less, is needed by 
us all. Let each put ou the cap that 
fits him best. Let long-standing evils 
be corrected, aud let not procrastination 
steal year after year, till all aro fled. 

Reform! Organise! Consolidate I And, 
if it be necessary almost to turn your 
schools upside down, and begin de novo, 
in wiser, stronger, holier fashion, do it 
-A.ND DO IT NOW! 

'!'here's a little mischief-maker, 
He is stealing half our bliss, 

Sket0hing pictures in a dreamland, 
Which are never seen in this ; 

Dashing from our lips'the pleasure 
Of the present, while we sigh!

You may know this mischief-maker, 
For his name is "By and By." 

He is sitting by our hearth-stones, 
With his sly bewitching glance, 

Whispering of the coming morrow, 
As the social hours advance ; 

Loitering 'mid our calm reflections
Hiding forms of beauty nigh ! 

He's a smovth, deceitful fellow, 
· This enchanter, "By ana By." 

You may know him by his mincing, 
By his careless, sportive air, 

By bis sly obtrusive presence ; 
He is straying everywhere ; 

By the trophies which he gathers, 
Where his cheated victims lie !

For a bold, determined fellow, 
Is this conqueror, "By and By." 

When the call of duty haunts us, 
And the present seems to be 

All of time that ever mortals 
Snatch from long eternity ! 

Then, a fairy band seems painting 
Pictures on a distant sky-

For a cunning little artist 
• Is the fairy" By and By.'' 

"By and By." the wind is singing, 
"By and By." the heart replies ; 

But the phantom (just before us) 
Ere we grasp it, ever flies ! 

List not to the idle charmer, 
Scorn the hateful, specious lio ! 

Only in the fancy liveth 
This deceiver, "By and By." 

Mancliester. 
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AN EXHORTATION TO PRAISE 
GOD. 

Ontline of a Sermon delivered on Sunday 
Morning, December 18th, 18i0, on the 
occasion of the Opening of the New 
Organ, at Lake-road Baptist Chapel, 
Landport, Portsmouth, by the REV. 
T. w. MEDHURST, pastor. 

"P1·aise I-lim with . ORGANS,"-P•alm cl. 4. 

Goo will be praised by all things He 
has brought into being. Man was spe
cially CREan:o to praise God. The fall 
destroyed man'.; ability to render unto 
his Creator the praise due unto His holy 
name. Our God will not be disappointed. 
Jesus was manifested that by the shed
ding of His precious blood for sinners, 
He might REDEEM them to sing Jeho
vah's praises. The songs of redeemed 
sinners are very imperfect; they are 
often mingled with sighings and groan
ings. But soon all the redeemed shall 
be G~ORIFIED that they may praise 
God perfectly in highest and sublimest 
strains. The redeemed and glorified 
church is God's great organ from which 
His praises shall be sounded forth eter
nally. Let us illustrate this thought. 

The word "ORGAN" is derived from 
a verb, meaning to breathe, to blow. It 
denotes: (1) Something by which work 
is accomplished, as a machine. (2) A. 
musical instrument. (3) The mate1'iat 
from which anytliing is made. ( 4) The 
work itself. Each of these points illus
trates the church of Christ. We praise 
God as the Holy Spirit breathes within 
us. Without the wind of the Holy Spirit 
our songs are formal, and unacceptable 
to God. No worship can be pleasing to 
God, unless it be spiritual; for " God is a 
Spirit : and they that worship Him must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth." 
We must. day by day depend upon the 
Holy Spirit for each pulsation of our 
new life. God had loved us in vain, 
Jesus had died for us in vain, had not 
the Spirit quickened us by the effectual 
operations of His .grace. And being 
quickened, we are dependent on the 
Spirit for the right performance of each 
acceptable duty in tho sight of our God. 
Ever honour_ the Spirit, as you honour 

th~ ~•athcr and the ~on. God the H olr 
Sp1nt must breathe mto us, or our praises 
cannot ascend to the throne of the Ma
jesty on high. 

It is by the church that God is accom
plishing His great work of saving souls; 
and thus He is manifesting His own 
glory. The saved are used as instru
ments in the hands of our wonder-work
ing God, to bring sinners to a knowledge 
of Christ Jesus, and Him crucified. Thus, 
through and by the church, God is glo
rified, and the world is blessed. The 
Church only folfills her high vocation as 
she is in earnest in her endeavours to 
win souls for Christ. 

The Church is both THE PLACE AND 
INSTRUMENT OF PRAISE, "In t.he sanc
taary" we are specially exhorted to 
"praise God." There God is pleased 
in a special manner to manifest His 
glory, and therefore, there praise is most 
comely. "In the sanctuary" God sove
reignly communicates His grace, there
fore, there renewed hearts should sing 
aloud to the praise and honour of His 
great name. 

The Church is THE ~Ll.TERLI.L from 
which God is building His great organ. 
Here we have the gathering together of 
the pipes. Our new organ was made in 
the factory in London, and brought here 
pipe by pipe; in like manner, God is 
now forming His people, that through 
all eternity they may shew forth His 
praise. While the pipes are being tuned. 
there is much seeming discord and want 
of harmony, but by-and-bye, all discords 
will cease, and the whole of the redeemed 
and glorified Church will harmoniously 
swell the chorus of redeeming love. 

The organ is A COl!BnB.TIOci OF :or -
STRUMENTS OR SOUNDS. All sizes and 
sorts of pip?s are needed to produc0 the 
harmony. No one pipe must be missing:; 
not a single pipe must be marred, or the 
music will be spoilt. It is even so in the 
Church of Christ. Each membPr is 
necessary to the perfection of the whole. 
If but one voice were wanting, the whole 
harmony of heaven would be spoiled. 
Some of God's children may think they 
are weak and insigniticant; but the 
feeblest saint is as necessary as the 
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strongest. to the perfection of Christ's 
work. He will not break the bruised 
reed. Re will bring sweetest music 
!'rom it. HP will not quench the smok
rng flax. He will fan it into a flame 
God's hononr would be as much tar: 
nishecl if one of the little saints were 
lost, as i'. one of the greatest did perish. 
There will be no sho,o pipes in God's 
great organ. He will have the music 
of praise from each believer. Each heart 
shall he tuned, and each voice shall be 
heard in the everlasting song of " W or
thy the Lamb." When the pipes are 
made, the organ erected and tuned a 
master hand is needed to bring out the 
harmony. Jehovah Himself will hring 
?ut the loud, long, triumphant Hallelu
phs of the eternal ages. 

Let _us learn the new song, and begin 
to pr~;se _the Lord now.. "Praise ye the 
Lord with a strong faith; for He is the 
God of 1 ruth, who will perform His cove
nant unto His chosen. " Praise Him 
with" huly love and delight ; for He is 
the altogether lovely, and the chiefest 
among ten thousand. · " Praise Him 
with" an entire confidence in Christ: 
for He is made of God unto us, wisdom 
and righteousness, sanctification and re
demption. "Praise Him with" a be
lieving triumph over Satan : for the God 
of peace will bruise him under your feet 
shortly. "Praise Rim with" an ear
nest desire for full satisfaction in Christ: 
for we shall be satisfied when we awake 
with His lik .. ness. " Praise Him" by 
rendering cheerful obedience to all 
Christ's commandments: for in keeping 
His commandments there isgreatreward. 
"P,·aise Him" by a joyous submission 
to His providence: for all things work 
togPthPr for good, to them that Jove God, 
and who are the called, according to His 
purpose. "Praise Him" by rejoicing 
in His love: for it is constant, unchang
ing, free and everlasting. " Praise 
Him" hy solaeing yourself in His great 
goorln~ss : for He is the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, n~ither 
the shadow of a turning. "Prais,• Him" 
by promoting the highest intnc,ts of 
His kingdom of grace, and by constantly 
,,xpeetiug His kingdom of glory : for He 

shall be acknowledged as earth's uni
versal mounrch, and all nations shall 
bow at His feet. 

"Christ's name for ever shall enclurc • 
Last like the sun it shall : ' 

:Men shall be bless'd in Him and blcss',l 
All nations shall Him call: 

" .N" ow blessed be the Lord our God 
The God of Israel, ' 

For He alone doth wondrous works, 
In glory that excel. 

"And blessed be His glorious name 
To all eternity : 

The whole earth let His glory fill. 
Amen. So let it be." 

ln, the service of song, "in the sanc
tuary," we must praise God with the -
very best we possess, , The ordinance of 
praise in the house of God is of the very 
highest importance. In it all the con
gregation should heartily join. This is 
at once their duty and their privilege. 
Praise is pre-eminently THFl PEOPLE'S 
PART OF WORSHIP ; their audible ascrip
tion of worth to God. Let no voice be 
silent ; but let all the people sing praises 
unto the Lord. To this end, our tunes 
must be simple and familiar, If the 
good old tunes offend critical ears, let 
them be offended; we come to speak in 
the ears of God, and not to please men. 
Let superfine critics fill their ears with 
their own voices. TIIE WORK OF THI, 
ORG.~N AND OF THE CHOIR is not to add 
music to Divine worship as an embellish
ment. One would think that a view so 
absurd could not be entertained, It is 
however "practically held by many who 
are not conscious of its absurdity. They 
regard reading the Scriptures, prayer, 
preaching, as the elements of the service. 
The music is intended to relieve the 
tediousness ·of the service, and enliven 
it. Such as hold this view do not scru
ple to attend church for the very pur
p1oe of hearing music, to select among 
churches one as a favourite resort on 
account of the character of its mwiic. 
No wonder God is so often absent from 
our sanctuaries1 when they are thus 
trnnsforrned into concert-rooms. No 
wonder the preaching of the Gospel is 
so powerless for good. The high and 
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holy office of the choir is to ltelp Goel' s 
people to spe<il~ Ilis praises. As the 
minister leads them in prayer, so the 
choir should lead them in song. 'fhey 
stand between the company of worship
pers and the throne of God, and lift up 
their voices to guide, sustain, and har
monise the voices of the people. 'fhe 
Church that demands anything else of the 
choir than this. is a tempter to evil. The 
choir that consents to anything but ibis, 
yields to the degradation of its office."• 

, We have no sympathy with the 
present craving for new tunes, and for 
the superseding of our old tune-books. 
We question whether the lovers of new 
tunes, would be found willing to die for 
the old traths. May we all have our 

• Rev. Joseph T. Duryei>, New York. 

minds pervaded by the Spirit of God, 
and be in calm fellowship with onr 
Heavenly Father, that we may both 
pray and praise acceptably. "Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing on,, 
another in psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord." May we, aided by 
our new organ, always sing praises unto 
the Triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, with understanding. 

Ye, who are unsaved, cannot pro.is, .. 
the Lord. 1fay you be led now to con -
sider your state, and to turn unto God 
by faith in His Son Jesus Christ. Be
lieve in Jesus, and you shall be saved. 
One believing look to Christ saves tht' 
sinner. LOOK, A~D LOOK NOW. 

JtlJS fat t~t l(inist!J. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XXXIX,.-0NE-W0RD TEXTS. 

"Peacc."-Acts x. 36. 
ONE _of the choice G~spel phrases is peace, . 
and 1s most expressive and beautiful in 
its relation to our redemption by Christ 
Jesus. Before sin existed peace prevailed 
everywhere, no strife, no collision, llll 
war, till moral evil opposed the govern
ment and authority of God. Sin is 
rebellious and open warfare against God • 
it involves treason and determined hosti: 
lity to Jehovah. In the manifestation 
of the scheme of redemption. the banner 
of peace is unfurled and the messaue of 
peace is sent to the openly rebellious 
children of Adam. Let us look at various 
phases of this delightful word. O b
serve-

I. lTs SIGNIFICATION. It siunifies 
harmony, ?rder, tra~quility, quiet~ rest, 
and cessation of strife. Harmony with 
God's will shows order as the result of 
Divine_ ~rrangement. Rest, quiet, anti 
tranquil1ty of heart and mind anct spirit 
and life towards God, and towards man'. 
kind. 

II. PEACE WAS TITE RESULT OF I:-.
HNITE GRACE. God saw human guilt 

and folly and rebellion, and He purpose,t 
to restore His alienated, vicious enemies 
to Himself. Man infatuated and de
mented by sin, would have fought on 
and persisted in his rebellion. So peace, 
the fruit of Divine grace, came from the 
undisturbed, tranquil bosom of Jehovah. 
It sprung up in the i_nfinite depths of 
God's lovinu and merciful nature. Ob
serve Holy Scripture, 

!II. SPEAKS OF A COYE~ANT OF PEACE. 
Peace must be based on holiness ; it must 
be riohteous and in connection with la.w 
and justice, 'as well as mercy and love_ 
So God sets up a covenant oE peace, and 
made His Son the substance of that 
ccvenant. Appointed Jesus to be the 
mediator and the surety of the covenant. 
and based it on His holiness, obedience 
and death. Alliecl it with His worthi
ness and merit, and consecrated it with 
His precious blood. (Isaiah xxvi 1:3 ; liv. 
10.) 

IV. CHRIST Hn1SELF rs OUR PEACE. 

His Divine person is the embodiment o,· 
peace. His heart the heart of yeace; 
His spirit the spirit of peace ; _ E 1s_ doc
trines the doctrines of peace ; His m1ss10n 
the mission of peace ; His death the 
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sealing and ratification of the covenant 
of peace. (Ep.h. ii. 14.) 

v. THE GosrEL IS THE MESSAGE OF 
PEACE. " Preaching veace, &c." lt 
brings peace, publishes peace, offers 
peace, urges peace, and to every be-
1 iever conveys to the conscience the 

-sRnrance of peace. (Luke ii. 14.) 
YI. THE HOLY Srrn?T COMMUNICATES 

'EACE TO THE SouL. By His Divine 
,perations the enmity is destroyed, and 
l1ope, acquiescence, and reception of God's 
grace experienced. By the Spirit's work 
in the soul love and peace are set up in 
the hallowed temple of the Christian's 
renewed nature. And the Spirit and 
vim] emotions of the inner man are 
permeated with this heaven-born peace. 
Peace in the conscience and in the will, 
:md in the .affections of the soul. (Gal. 
v. 22.) 

VIL PEACE IS THE MOTTO OF THE 
TRUE Cn:RISTlAN. " I am for peace." 

He seeks peace and pm·sues it, Ho de
lights in peace-cherishes peace. He fol
lows after the things that make for it. 
He loves peace, and dies in peace, and 
enters into everlasting peace. (Heb. xii, 
14 ; Rom. xii. 18.) 

V]II. THIS PEACE SHALL FINALLY FILL 
THE WHOLE EAUTII, All Christ's con
quests result in peace, and His universal 
kingdom shall be one of everlasting peace. 
How grand and cheering the prophecies 
and promises are on this final triumph of 
the peace of heaven over our rebellious 
world. (Micah. iv. 1-4.) 

Application-
!. The minister's work is to publish 

peace. 
2. The sinner's privilege to accept it 

by faith. 
3. The believer to enjoy it, and grow 

in it, and manifest it. 
4. The Church of Jesus to &Xhibit it, 

:md expect its universal diffusion, 

~ltlts a1tb jhcttqts. 

LET OTHER PEOPLE ALONE. 

CHAPTER IT. 

"Huw nuts to crack, my dear sir; in 
fact they are unanswerable." " Un
answerable," said the declaimer, as he 
gatherd up his papers, and placing a 
shilling in the hand of the gardener 
prepared to tak-e his departure, Ob
serving a rising· flush on the brow of the 
young minister he hastened to say, "I 
hope in my remarks I have not offended 
you , or wounded your feelings, for I 
would not intentionally hurt you, but 
they are facts, my dear sir, incontestible 
facts, facts which you will be forced to 
admit by-and-bye. Your whole system 
is wrong, and if you cannot suppose that 
intelligence will long submit to such 
an inti ingment of national rights. And 
after aU what has been the result of 
your democracy? What your attempts at 
education but so many efforts to secu
larise r What your boasted ideas of re
ligion, ora commonwealth, as represented 
by your communities i' What the story , 

of your ministers, but a •sad one? Your 
chapels are built carefully within the 
limits of a money-making class; your 
voluntary system depends upon spurs. 
Your pastors are mere chairmen, power
less to control the influence of prejudice 
and party feeling. You have no back
bone to your system, sir, no back bone,and 
these men, whoever they were, if they 
met their fate in fighting for dissent, 
might have fotmd in fighting for a 
better cause." 

Extending his hand he said, " Good 
morning, sir, good morning. You know 
the Scripture rule, ' Whatsoever thing~ 
are true, whatsoever things are seemly, 
whatsoever things are right, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things aro 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report, whatever virtue there is, and 
whatever praise, think on ~hese things:'" 

"Think upon these thrngs," he said, 
with a low steady emphasis, and s~ep
ping into a carriage which had dnven 
up he took his departure. 

"Queer old ohap, that," said the 
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gardener. " l should think he asked 
me a thousand ciuestions before you 
came. I wonder who ho is. Some 
college don, I reckon ; but I don't care," 
and turning over his shilling with a 
satisfied air, " I should like a few more 
like him every day." 

These charges against dissent af
forded ample food for meditation, as the 
young minister walked homeward. Was 
it true that wilful and wanton anta
gonism was the leading principle of 
dissent? Was it really necessary to 
learn the lesson of " How to let other 
people alone ?" 

Twelve months had passed away since 
the interview at the tombs and feast 
time was come again, and, happy in the 
possession of a fortnight for ho Iida y, our 
young frieml took his departure from 
the fens-he had been earnestly invited 
to preach some anniversary sermons for 
a small, struggling cause in the beauti
ful county of Kent, anii he determined 
to accept the invjte in the hope that the 
change would invigorate him. 

It was a lovely morning when he 
made his way across the beautiful com
mon of H~~- Though the grain had 
fallen beneath the sickle, and many of 
the leaves were giving signs of the 
autumnal chills, yet the golden gorse 
blossom of the stunted heath-flower 
remained. The lark was carolling at 
heaven's gate, and all around bore im
press of the Sabbath stillness-that 
sweet calm stillness-'- blest harbinger of 
the eternal quiet that remains for the 
children of God. 

In the quaint old-fashioned little 
chapel were gather')d the few that loved 
the Lord, and mingling with them to
day were some of the wealthier class, as 
they said, " just to show their good 
feeling," and to patronise the little band 
of labourers who toiled amid the burden 
and heat of the day. There was no 
crowd, no bustle, no grand selection of 
music, no obsequious officials, the clean 
white round frock prevailed as a dress, 
and there were few in the green pews. 

The devotional part of the service 
had been concludcd, and the congrega
tion were singing a hymn to the sweet 

plaint of Rockingham, when the door, 
were thrown somewhat hastily open 
and two ladies entered, and closin"' th,, 
door stood still as though unaccust~med 
to the building. A good brother, seeing
them hesitating, beckoned to a vacant 
pew, and the service continued. 

With a calm and holy feeling resting
on his soul the preacher rose and an
nounced as his text a part of the 35th 
verse of the 8th chapter of Romans, 
" Who shall separate us from the lov,
of Christ." He spoke of the writer of' 
the text as being a man whose who],. 
career was that of the marvellous, the 
uncommon. His c0nversion-how unlike 
the ordinary operation of the Sprrit. 
His experience-how rich, " caught up 
to Paradise to hear words which it was 
not lawful for man to utter." His faith 
-how sublime, "I know in whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which } have 
committed unto Him against that day." 
His unparalleled sufferings and His 
mighty love were briefly dwelt upon; 
and the power and beauty of the ex
clamation selected, as the text was seen 
in the fact that it was not the uttermce 
of ignorance or ine~-perience, but of one 
really tried. The preacher spoke next of 
human love, of the love of home, of its 
power over the human heart; of the love 
of pure friendship, of its sweet con
geniality of spirit, of the strength of 
maternal affection, of the love of the 
patriot, and of all the forms and shapes 
that love would take to bless the object 
of its solicitude. Of the worship 
springing from such devotion, the sculp
tor and his marble, the poet and his num
bers, the artist and his painting. He 
then spoke of the Saviour's love and 
drew the contrast, tolcl how it surpassed 
all forms of human love. Tolcl how 
patriotism might be bought, how dis
tance might lessen the love of home, 
how even a "mother might forget her 
sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb." 
,varming with his theme, he described 
the love of Christ as a deathlessprineiple, 
and declared it folleless as the beams 
that encircle the throne of Deity, and 
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lasting as the happiness of the blessed. 
He ennmPratcd the catnlog-ue of evils 
tha~ assaikd it, and after exhibiting 
their strength exclaimed with eonfi
,ll'nce-

l am per8uaded, nothing, life nor death, 
,ir powers in heM·en above, nor earth 
beneath, 

, or angels, or of darkness, or of light, 
, or principalities with all their might, 
\/or present things, nor things to come, 

shall mov~, 
E:'en for an instant, Jesu's perfect love. 
~or height, nor depth, shall snap love's 

golden chain, 
X or any other creature make us twain, 
Or separate my soul from ,Tesu's love 

a.gain." 

:\. deep sigh burst from the heart of 
,me of the strangers, and the veil was 
suddenly dropped as if anxious to escape 
l)bservation. At the conclusion of the 
,ervice they left somewhat hastily, not, 
however, without cheering the heart of 
the cl'lllector who stood at the door, for, 
with a smiling face, he observed to one 
who had been similarly engaged, " Yes, 
a sovereign each," an evident allusion to 
t.heir liberality. 

They came again in the evening much 
to the surprise of all. The younger one 
was closely veiled, but it was easy to 
see that it was a form of perfect grace 
and dignity, with a noble brow, full of 
thought and purpose, and as the rays 
,,f the evening sun fell full upon her 
lace, veiled though it was, you could 
distinguish a firmness in the chiselled 
lip and a rich fire in her glance that 
marked her as one of earth's gifted ones. 
The words selected as the foundation of 
the evening's discourse were taken from 
the fir, t verse of the 43rd chapter of 
Isaiah, "Thou art mine." The claims 
of God to the human heart were insisted 
upon. His awful sovereignty as shown 
in His electing love, the equity and 
purity of the Divine government, the 
extent of His ownership, the magnitude 
•)f the redemption price, the fearful sin 
,,f allowing a rival to share the heart 
with Him ; and thPn he spoke of the 
,weet peace ~he soul lrnd in feeling this, 

that it was not the feeling of the slave 
who, trembling nt nn auction, hPnrd her 
master say, thou art mine. Not the 
feeling of a young heart forced into an 
unnatural alliance, and sold at the 
shrine of wealth, but a glorious feeling 
of liberty, of freedom from the bondage 
of sin, from all that is terrible in appre
hension nud agonising in despair ; from 
Cllrroding guilt and dreadful wrath, from 
the sting of death and the curse of the 
law. He spoke of a time when worldly 
distinctions would all end, In the grave 
to which we are hastening, said the 
preacher, " and which will soon be the 
mansion of the rich and mighty, of the 
most accomplished and admired, as well 
as of the most ignoble and despised, 
none of the distinction of this world 
remain. The splendid monument and 
the untilled turf excite in the mind of the 
passing observer the same humiliating 
reflection, '' Dust thou art and unto dust 
shalt thou return." He concluded with 
an earnest appeal to his hearers to seek 
the Lord. With deep feeling the con
gregation sang-

"Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly," 

and then slowly dispersed as the rays 
of the setting sun gilded the tree tops 
and mellowed with its golden light the 
spreading heath. 

With a soul in harmony with nature, 
the preacher struck across the heath 
and in a little quiet dell, seating him-1 
self upon a mossy bank with his eyes 
fixed upon the glowing bars of sunny 
glory that streaked the sky, he gave full 
rein to his feelings, and his spirit drank 
deep draughts of the river, the streams 
" Whereof make glad the city of our 
God." 

How blessed was that hour spent 
alone with God, with the outflow of a 
so·ul that soared to heaven, and as the 
beautiful queen of night with her pale 
silvery sheen rose to take the place of 
the retiring sun, the whole force of 
Charles Wilton's beautiful number~ 
rushed upon his soul. 
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"A broken ring of hazy light 
Was vuound about the moon, 

And in the sacred circle bright, 
A thousand stars were strewn. 

"No star but had a thousand rays 
To gild the world below, 

No ray but cast a monrnful gaze 
On scenes of sin and woe. 

" Rut gliding on those stars between 
Within that circle bound, ' 

A myriad angel forms were seen 
Treading the hallowed ground.'' 

He was aroused from his reverie hv 
hearing a voice exclaim, "I have beei, 
looking for you this last hour, sir anrl 
was afraid I should not find you. 'You 
are wanted immediately at the Hall." 

(To be concluded.) 

!ltbidus. 

The Argument a Priori for the Being 
and Attributes of the Absolute One, and 
the First Gause of all Things. By Re,·. 
W. H. GILLESPIE, of Torbane-hill, 
F.R.G.S.T., &c. 5th edition. Author 
of "The Necessary Existence of God," 
&c. (Houlston and Sons.) 

A THOROUGH scholarly book, requiring 
skill and patience to apprehend and 
digest it, but worthy of all the labour 
that can be bestowed on it. It is need
less to say it is a first-elass work, and can
not fai Ito be appreciated by the thinking 
and educated class of readers for whom it 
is adapted. 

The Baptist Handbook/or 1:871. 
lKDISPEN$ABLE to everyone who wishes 
to know the all-about of Baptists in the 
kingdom, and the various institutions 
connected therewith. Every issue seems 
better than the previous one, as to ful
ness and correctness, therefore reliability 
and trustworthiness. 

Sketches in Water Oolom·s. A series 
of Temperance Tales. By TAPLEY 
WARD.I.O.G.T. (HeywoodandCo.335, 
Strand.) 

A WORTHY book for our temperance 
friends. Graphic, telling, and just the 
thing for fireside and penny readings, and 
as a loan book for enquirers on the Tern pe
rance question, and 270 pages for One 
Shilling. 

England's C'11rse a.nd ii.~ C111·e. By Rev, 
J. WALTER. (Elliot, Stock.) 

ANOTHER work on the same important 
theme, but entirely of a different kind. 
This is a talented oxposition of our "Na• 

tion's Curse,"-intemperance, philosophi
cally and religiously considered, and a 
clever presentation of the remedy,-absti
nence and suppression of the liquor traffic. 
It is remarkably well written, and most 
handsomely got up, and endorser! by that 
Prince of Temperance Reformers, Re,:. 
Charles Garrett. 

A Life's Labours in South Africa. The 
story of the lifework of ROBT. MoFF.1.T. 
(John Snow.) 

THIS delightful story will be hailed b,· 
thousands, for Mr. Moffat stands befor;. 
us a. marvellous monument of the Divin,· 
goodness, as the apostle to the Bechua.na 
tribes, and his history is full of the won
drous. We are glad the work is not tou 
large and expensive, and that it may get 
both into our families and Sunday-schools. 
T t is well got up, and has a handsome por
trait of the veteran missionary. We hop.
it will sell by hundreds of thonsands. 

A Manual for Young Christians. By 
GEo. DENNETT. (Elliot Stock.) 

A CAPTIVATING volume both as to print. 
. and binding, and equally excellent in it, 
admirable themes, and mode of treatment. 
It cannot fail to be useful to the class for 
whom it is designed, but it may be reaci 
with profit by Christians of a.II ages and 
classes. We wish it great success. 

,lforning and Evening Sac1ifice; A Hand-
book/or Domestic Worship. Compile,i 
by J. DICKENSON DAVIES, M.A. (John 
Snow.) 

Tms is an arrangement of Scripture fo,· 
two year's daily morning and evenin" 
worship, with a few hymns and some ver~ 
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short prayers. The plan is ncl\", and the 
idea good, and it is weUgot up, and may 
be r'lally suggestively useful without the 
possibility of any interference with spiri
tual free worship. 

'"/,1', Antidote to " The Ga/.e.~ Ajai·." Dy 
,J. S. W. (Hodder and Co.) 
,rn "Gates Ajar" was never designed for 
1inutc criticism, and those who felt it 
,)O Yisiona.ry or unsound, may do well to 
·cad this little volume. 

r:ems of Song, with J[u.~ic; a llymn and 
Tune Book fo,· the Sunday-school, and 

fo,· the Use of Familie.'!. Containing 
266 Hymns and 165 Melodies. Com
piled a.nd edited by G. THos. CON<1REYE. 
(Elliot Stock. ) 

ALL this, and got up in first-class style, 
for One Shilling. (The Hymns 2d). Surely 
every Sunday-school in the kingdom will 
use it. It is surpassingly excellent, and 
just the book also for family worship. 
:\fay abundant success crown this admi
rable publication. 

The Royal Wedding. The Banquet a-nd 
the Gue,sts. By C. H. Spurgeon. (Pass
more a.nd Co.) 

Ax elegant little book of 60 pages, illus
trating the parable of the Wedding Gar
ment, and worthy of the world-wide fame 
.of the author, and just in season, with 
the royal marriage now consummated. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

Our Own Fire:,ide is a very charming 
number, papers on good subjects, and 
illustrations thoroughly excellent. Home 
Words, by same editor, is out and out the 
cheapest and best pennyworth we know. 
We hope its circulation will be commen
surate with its real worth. Onward, the 
brisk telling penny monthly for bands of 
hope and teetotalers generally. The addi
tion of a musical piece each month adds 
greatly to its worth. Sword and Trowel 
is really excellent as ever. Ragged 

School Union Magadne, devoted to itR 
one object and ably conducted. Gospel 
.Jfagazine, of the thorough old evangelical 
school, and never better, The Baptist 
Maga.zinc, well edited, and admirably got 
up. 'l'he Christian must be a great fa
yourite with all interested in revival and 
home mission work, British Fl,ag and 
Christian Sentinel is well sustained and 
worthy of the object it seeks. Old Jona
than, fruitful in all sorts of good things, 
and most admirably illustrated. The 
Garde,iers' .Magazine, edited by Shirley 
Hibberd, Esq., exhibits great ea.re, skill, 
and talent throughout its ex:cellent array 
of papers. The Appeal, a nice home perio
dical, well adapted to be useful. Religious 
Tests and NationalUniversitie,s. By!<'. A. 
Paley, M.A. (Williams and Norga.te.) 
Should be read by all who are working in 
the " Repeal movement." The Biblical 
Museum, Parts II. and III. (3d. each.) 
(Elliot Stock.) We sincerely trust that 
the title of this very excellent work will 
not prevent the great class, for whom it 
is so adapted, knowing its real worth. 
Nothing like it-for variety and usefulness 
in the way of commentary has previously 
been published. Itis first-class in its ap
posite and intrinsic material, and wonder
fully cheap. It has our heartiest good
will. Bye-paths of Baptist History., &c. 
By Rev. J. Jackson Goadby, (Elliot 
Stock.) (No. I, 3d.) A real treasure to 
all wbo wish to have. a brief recital of 
memorable events in Baptist history. 
The author in this department of our 
church history is thoroughly at home, 
and tbe work cannot fail to be a great 
boon to our churches, and more especially 
to our young people. The Brooklet is a 
new mont.hly, intended for the refresh
ment and comfort of ·God's people, and 
for con version of those without, John Cex, 
F. White, and others, are contributors. 
The Herald of MerC?J is a very well got 
up monthly at one halfpenny, and is full 
of really excellent papers adapted to pro
mote evangelical religion in the family, in 
our churches, and in the world. 'l'he 
year's numbers for 1870 are done up in 
!,Jue paper covers, and can be had for 
Sixpence. (Morgan and Chase.) 
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~tnnminationitl ~nteUigtnu. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV, JOSEPH RIGBY, late of Heywood, 
has accepted the pastorate of the church, 
Stanningley, Leeds. 

Re-.. T. R. H. Sturges, of the Pastors' 
College, London, has accepted the invi
tation of the church, Bushey New Town, 
Herta. 

Rev. G. Stanley, of Lechlade, Glouces
tershire, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at Whit
stable. 

Rev. T. Baker, B.A., late of Ramsey, 
Hunts, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church, Over Darwen, 
Lancashire. 

Rev. John Hier, late of Maindee, New
port, Mon., has received an invitation to 
become the pastor of the church in Cam
bria-place, New Swindon. 

Rev. George Henry San dwell, from the 
Metropolitan College, has accepted the 
invitation of the newly formed church at 
Eastbourne, to become their minjster. 

Mr. Thos. Thomas (Hirwain), of the 
College, Pontvpool, has accepted a unani
mous invitation to the pastorate of Tirzah, 
Monmouthshire. 

Chatham, Euon Chapel, Mr. Edgerton 
(late of Tring) has, at the request of the 
church, consented to supply for six 
months with a view to the pastorate, to 
commence first Lord's Day in April. 

Rev. Stewart Gray has resigned the 
pastorate of the church, Rathmines, 
Dublin. 

Rev. Frederick Trestrail has accepted 
a very cordial invitation to resume the 
pastorate of his former church, Castlehold, 
Newport, Isle of Wight. 

Mr. W.L. Mayo,lateofMr. Spurgeon's 
College, has acceded to an unanimous 
invitation to accept the pastorate of the 
Helston Church. 

Rev. T. Griffiths, of Manorbier, has 
received an invitation to become the 
pastor of the church at Millgate, Lanca
shire. 

Rev. W. Cope has resigned the pasto
rate of the church, Oak.ham, having ac
cepted the invitation of the church at 
Greenfield, Llanelly. 

Rev. J. M. Campbell has resigned the 

pastorate of the church, Branderhurrrl, 
Morayshire. Mr. Camphell leaves Br~n'. 
derburgh the end of March. 

Rev. J. E. Dovey has been compelled 
through ill-health to resign the pastorate 
of the church at Anstruther. His lahours 
during his short pastorate were very ac
ceptable to the church, and it is with 
una~imous regret that the resignation 
has oeen accepted. 

Having received an invitation to the 
oversight of a church in Canada, the 
Rev. R. Lennie has resigned the pastorate 
of the church, Leith, N. B., and will 
terminate his ministry there on the 
second Sabbath in April. This church 
was formed of twenty-five members by 
Mr. Lennie two years ago, and under his 
ministrations tl!e membership is now 
seventy-five. 

Rev. Levi Thomas, D.D., of Neath, 
has received an importunate in,itation 
from the United States to pay our Ameri
can cousins a visit, in order to hold a 
series of " revival services." 

Mr. F. S. Williams, of the }Ietropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted the 
invit!l.tion to the pastorate of the church 
at Middleton-in-Teesdale, Durham. 

The Rev. Joseph Brown has, on ac
count of ill-health, resigned the pastorate 
of Grafton-street chapel, Northampton, 
which he has held for twenty years. 

Rev. T. J. Malyon has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Stockton. 

Rev. (). W. Skemp has resigned the 
pastorate of the English chapel, Susse:X
street, Rhyl. He will leave Rhyl at the 
end of May. 

Rev. J. Jones, of Brynrhug, Brymbo, 
having accepted the pastorate of the 
ancient church at Felinvoel, Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire, has resigned his present 
charge at Brymbo and Moss, Denbigh
shire, after a ministry of eight years, and 
intends to commence in his new field oi 
labours the last Sunday in April. 

PRESENTATIONS. 
LAXFIELD, SuFFOLK.-Rev. R. E. Sears, 

the pastor of the chnrch[in the above place, 
having completed the twelfth year of his 
labours amongst them, the Church decided 
to commemorate the event by a week of 



I lO DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENOE, 

special prayer. At the first meeting on 
:\larch 6th, a 1rnrse containing £10 was 
presented to him, as a token of continued 
love. 

MEoPHAM, KENT.-At the Annual Sun
,lay-school Teachers' Tea :t-.Ieeting, held 
nn February 1st, Mr. (,. "-yard, of Boro
green, in the name of the "teachers, pre
~ented Mr. \V_ K. Dexter, the pastor, 
with Dr. Gill's Co11i111e11tai~11, in six vols., 
as a token of their esteem and affection. 
A further presentation was made by Mr. 
,J ull, of Ryarsh, in the name of the 
church a.nd congregation, of a purse con
t'1ining £11 7s. 6d. Interesting addresses 
were delivered by Brethren \Vyarcl and 
Juli, ~evill of Sutton, and Martin of 
Meopham. 

RECOGNITIONS. 
THE pastorate of the Baptist Church, 

London-road,Lowestoft, has been accepted 
by G. J. Knight, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College. On Tuesday, Febru
ary 1, a meeting was held in the chapel to 
welcome Mr. Knight to the town. The 
Rev. Charles Daniel took the chair. The 
following ministers addressed the meet
ing :-Revs. F. ·Goodall, H_ Kiddle, H. 
Rawson, T. ·wardley, H. Leathly, J. B. 
Blackmore, and G. J. Knight. 

The Rev. R. Kerr (late pastor of the 
Baptist Church, St. Helena), having ac
cepted an invitation to the pastorate of 
the Church, Barnes, Surrey, a public 
meeting was held on Wednesday, the 8th 
of March, to welcome him to his new 
sphere of labour. The chair was occupied 
by W. A. Goodall, Esq. Prayer having 
been offered by the Re'\". J. Birt, B.A., of 
Peckham, the pastor gave a brief and in
teresting account of the providential way 
by which he had been led to Barnes. 
Suitable addresses were then delivered 
hv the Revs. J. Birt, B.A., F. Brown, of 
:t-.1ortlake; F. G. Marchant, of Wands
worth ; E. Hurndall, and K Heath. 

On \\' ednesday evening, March 8, a 
meeting was held at Ipswich, recognising 
Salem Chapel as a Baptist place of wor
ship, and the Rev. \V. J. Howell as pastor. 
The meeting was presided over by E. 
Grimwade, Esq., and there were present 
the Revs. T. Poock, T. M. Morris, P. M. 
Manin, G. Snashall, \V. Whale, J. Saun
ders, J· B. Campbell (Cambridge), J. Keed 
fActon), &c. The chapel was crowded. 
The Rev, \V. J. Howell, pastor. said that 
i!lllCe he came to Ipswich the ministers of 

that town had been most kind au<l sym
pathising, and their chairman had proved 
himself a friend indeed, because he had 
been a friend in need. The trust deed 
which had been adopted was prepared by 
the Baptist Building Committee, and thore 
was a clause in it which provided that in 
the case of any dispute arising, it should 
not be settled by halfla dozen men, but re
ferred to the Committee. The congrega
tion, he was glad to say, was steadily in
creasing. The Revs. J. Saunders, T. M_ 
Morris, J. B. Campbell, and J. Keed, ad
dressed the meeting. 

The Rev. William Crick having accepted 
the pastorate of the church at Riddings, 
Derbyshire, a public recognition service 
was held on Wednesday, February 22nd. 
Nearly 150 sat down to tea_ The even
ing meeting was presided over by Thomas 
Bayley, Esq., who called upon one of the 
deacons to state the circumstan1,;es which 
led to the present union. Addresses were 
delivered by the Revs. W. Woods, H. M. 
Foot, A. Butler, J, A. Harris, J. T. Owers, 
T. Colledge, William Crick (pastor), and 
Messrs. Frisby and Wheeler also took part 
in the service. 

On Monday, 27th February, a tea and 
public meeting was held at the Old Kent
road (temporary) Baptist chapel, Sylvan
road, to recognise Mr. E. F. Styies as the 
pastor. The following ministers and friends 
gave earnest and practical addresses:
J. E. Tressider, Esq. (member of the Lon
don School Board), J. Birt, B. A., T_ 
Spurrier, Messrs. Titchener and Newton, 
Deacons, Thomas Newton, E. J<'. Styles 
(pastor), T. G. Gathercole, and Ned 
Wright (of the New-cut). Success at
tends the ministration of the Gospel in 
this place. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 
BAPTIST BUILDING FUND annual meet

ing at the Mission House, Castle-street, 
Holborn, at 6·30, J. Harvey, Esq., in the 
chair. Bible Translation Society, .April 
24th, Kingsgate-street Chapel, Rev. 
Dr. Angus to preside. 

The annual services in connection with 
the Baptist Missionary Society will com
mence with the usual introductory prayer 
meeting at the Mission-house, on the 20th 
April, and close with the public meeting 
at Exeter Hall on the 27th. The Rev. F. 
Trestrail has consented to preside at the 
service for prayer. The Rev. Donald 
Fraser, M.A., and the Rev. Dr. Angus, 
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havo cordially consented to preach the 
annual sermons. The chair at Exeter 
Hall will be filled by W. Fowler, Esq., 
M.1'., for Cambridge, and the speakers at 
present engaged are the Revs. Dr. Brock, 
Dr. Raycroft, and the Rev. T. Lea, of 
,Jamaica. A. missionary breakfast will be 
held on the morning of the 26th, when 
Macleod Wylie, Esq. , will preside, and 
the attention of those present will be 
especially called to Zenana work in India. 
Several missionaries are expected to speak 
on this topic.-Freeman. 

Opening services of the new Baptist 
Chapel, Farnborough, Kent, will take 
place (D.v,) Tuesday, April 11th, 1871. 
A meeting for prayer will be held in the 
morning at nine o'clock. The Rev. David 
,Jones, B.A., of Brixton-hill, will preach 
at II. The Rev. B. B. Wale, of Black
heath, in the afternoon at 3 o'clock. A 
public meeting in the evening, chair 
taken at 6 o'clock. The following 
ministers and gentlemen have kindly 
promised to take part in the services of 
the day : W. K. Rowe, J. Fothergill, E. 
Knights, D. Asquith, T. Welch, C. 
Spencer, Esq. ; W. Rogers, Esq.; W. Fox, 
Esq. ; G. Candler, Esq. ; T. May, Esq.; 
.and T. Ballard, Pastor. 

SrENCER·PLACENEwCHAl'EL, CHARLES
STREET, GoSWELL-ROAD,-A bazaar will 
l~e held, for the reduction of the chapel 
debt, on Easter Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. The debt amounts to £2,750. 
Contributions will be gladly received by 
Mr. Gast, 7, Oxford-terrace, Islington, N. 
Our friends would be doing a good ser
vice by visiting the bazaar and helping a 
truly noble an_d deserving enterprise. 

NEW CHURCHES. 

Ox Tuesday, March 7th, interesting 
services were held in Rbthbury, North
umberland, which has been for some 
months past the centre of evangelistic 
labours, conducted by the Rev. J. J. 
.Deane, the evangelist of the Northern 
Association. In the afternoon, after de
votional services by the Rev. W. Hanson, 
the Rev. V.'. Walters preached. At the 
dose of the sermon the Lord's Supper 
was observed, Mr. Walters presiding, 
assisted in the service by the Revs. ',V. 
Anderson and J. J. Deane. Mr. Walters 
then gave the right hand of fellowship to 
a number of baptized believers, and 
formed them into a Christian Church. 

A public meeting was held in the eveninr, 
presided over by Jonathan Angus, Esr{'. 
when addresses were delivererl by the 
chairman, Revs. W. Hanson, W. Ander
son, W. Walters, ,T. ,J. Deane, and Mr. 
Potts, of Crook, On both occasions the 
attendance was large. 

R. P. Fulton, from the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has been preaching 
for some time in the chapel, Arthur
street, Clifton-road, Peckham, where a 
number of people have been gathered 
together. Being anxious to form them
selves into a church, they had a meeting 
on W ednesrlay evening last week for this 
purpose. The chair was ta.ken by )fr. 
Dunn, from the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
who gave the right hand of fellowship to 
the members. Addresses were afterwards 
given by the Revs. D. Gracey, J. Wilson, 
and R. Gillespie. The friends here 
intend holding a tea and public meeting 
on Good Friday, for the purpose of raising 
funds to build a vestry, which is much 
needed. Will friends come and help us? 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE opening of the new chapel in 
?,lint-lane, Leicester, took place Sunday, 
Feb. 19. Notwithstanding the inclemency 
of tbe weather the. congregations in the 
morning and afternoon were very good, 
and in the evening the crowd was s_o 
great that numbers had to go away who 
were not able to find admittance. The 
Rev. J. P. Chown preached twice. The 
collection for the day amounted to £29 
I0s. On Monday a large number of 
people assembled in the Corn R"<change 
to a tea. A public meeting was held at 
seven, at which Mr. Alderman Doughty 
vas called to the chair. From the 
financial report of the treasurer it ap
pe .. red that £723 had been received up 
to the present time, leaving a balanue of 
about £700 still to be raised. The Rev. 
R. lvl'Dou"all briefly sketched the history 
of the und~rtaking. He said they did not 
intend to erect such a handsome place of 
worship. When the question was first 
mooted they were simply going to make 
alterations which would cost abo,1t £~50. 
But it was thought this woulcl be an ex
penditure of money without anything to 
show for it, and when the architects sub· 
mitted the plans of the present place of 
worship, they were tempted to embark in a 
new building. l\Ir. M'Dougall expressed 
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his gratitude for the great kindness 
which he received from members of every 
denomination in the city. 

To obviate the inconvenience which the 
Baptists of Burslem have for some time 
felt in consequence of having no place of 
their own to worship in, they have just 
put up a neat little chapel of corrugated 
iron, calculated to accommodate about 
120 persons. The site is in one of the 
best positions in the town, and the friends 
are hopeful that in time not very long 
distant they may be able to erect a more 
substantial and permanent structure. 
The opening services were conducted, on 
Sunday, Feb. 26th, by the Rev. E. R. 
Everett, of Nantwich, and the Rev. J. 

. Fernie (Independent), and on the follow
ing Sunday by the Rev. T. Clark, of 
Market Drayton, and the Rev. H. Hast
ling (Wesleyan). 

BAPTISMS. 
• Bedminstcr, Philip-street.-March 2, Six, by W. 

~On"J.S. 
Bishop Stortford.-Feb. 23, Four, by the Pastor. 

B. Hodgkins. 
Bootle, Regent Hall, near Liverpool.-March 2, 

Three, by John D11,ies (at Derby-road Chapel, 
kmdly lent for the occasion). 

Corsh'a,n, WiltR.-Mn.rch 2, Two, by J. HurlAtonr, 
Chatham,, Euou Oho,pel.-Fob. 20, 'l'wo, by ,v. 

F. Edgerton, 
Dublin, Abbey-stroet.-Fob. 20, Two, by D. E. 

Evans. 
Dundee, N.Il., Boll-stroot, 1870.--Jan. lG, Fi\·e: 

May 29, One; J nue H\ Two; August 28, Two• 
Oct, 2, Four. 1871.--Jan. l, Fivo, by J. 0. Wills. ' 

Ra.,•lscolne.-March 12, Seven, byJ. C. WolIH. 
Ilolyhead,, Bethel.-From Aug.1 1870, over Feb. 

1871, Eighteen, by R. Thomas, Pastor. 
lpsu)ich, Stoko Grecn.-March 10, Two, hy 1[r 

,'Ibale. 
Leith., N.B.--J"an. 22, Two; March 5, One, by R. 

Lennie. 
La.1:fald, Suffolk.-March 12, Three, by R. E. 

Sears. 
Luto"l, Park-street.-March 16, Fourteen, by J 

W. Genders. • 
Meopham, Kent.-----Ja.n. 29, Two, by W.K.Dexter, 
Metropolitan Distrfrt-F:it~~iam, Arthu.r-street.-Feb. 22, Three, by Mr, 

Battersea, Surrey-la.ne.-Feb. 2, Four; Feb 23. 
Four, by A. J. Short. . 

Battersea-park.--J" an. 4, Seven; Feb. l, Sb:, by 
W.J. Mayer. . 

Trinity Chapel, John-street, Edgware-ron.d. -
March, 2, Eight, by J. 0. Fellowes. 

Bow.,-Feb. 26, Nine, by J. H, Blake. 
Metropolitar,, Tabernacle.-Feb. 27, Nine; M11rch, 

2, Nineteen, by Rev. J. A. Spurgeon. 
Oakeagates, Salop.-March 16, One by the Pastor, 

Samuel Couling . 
Po,·tsmouth. Gospel Hall, Commercial-road. -

Feb: 24, Six, by T. W. Medhurst, of Lake-road. 
Portsmouth, Landport, Lake-road.-Ma.rch l, Six. 

by T. W. Medhurst. 
Usk, Monmouthshire.-Feb. 26, by the Pastor, 

D. R. Morgan. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Receipts from Feb1·1tary 20th to Jlfa1•ck I9tli, 1871. 
£ B. d. £ B. d. £ s. d, 

Mr. Westropp ... 2 0 0 Miss Barbara Adams I 0 0 Mr.J. Griffiths ... 11 a () 

S.P.K. 0 2 0 A Friend ... 2 0 0 A Friend, per Mr. 
Mrs. Fielding 0 5 0 Mr. E. P. Barrett 0 0 Blewitt ... I 0 0 
Mr. G. L. Miller 0 JO 0 Mr. Edwards, for Per Mr. Oxi~y ::: ... I I. o 
Mr. G. Seivwright ... 0 G 0 preaching stations 20 0 Cmig ... ... ... ... 0 5 (► 
Mr. W. Townsend ... 0 5 0 Collection at Che1sea, 
Mr. J. Hosie 0 15 0 per Rev. F.H. White G 13 0 
Misses Dransfield ... 2 0 Mrs. Bartlett's Weekly Offerings at 
Mr. J. Best I 0 0 class ... ... 66 0 G Metropolitan Tnr 
Mrs. Best l 0 0 Mr. Hinckle, bernn.cle, Feb. 26 ... 36 i O· 

Collected by Master Cincinnn.ti 18 2 0 Mar. il 32 2 ,, 
Henry Fisher I 3 B4 2 G 12 37 I 

S.M. S. 0 0 Misses H. & E. Heap 0 /j 0 19 30 2 !) 

Mr. Hamilton 0 /j 0 Friends at Wootton 
Mr. F. Petford ... I 0 0 under Edge a.nd £304 9 ., 
Mr. E.W. Davies 20 0 0 Kingswood, by 
Mr. Fuller ... ... 0 13 3 )frs. Griffiths 3 15 0 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received cy C. H. Spurgeon, l'r1etropolitan Tabernacle, 

Newington. 
CHARLES BLACKSHA W. 
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A SORE GRIEVANCE.• 

.t SERMON, DELIVERED AT ·TRE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. [I, 3PU1tGEON. 

"They have forgotten their resting-place."-Jeremiah l 6 . 

. Thu: people of Israel had been so hunted about that they forgot the place where 
once thEi,Y rested. The like rema-rk may be made of some congregations. '£here 
a.re Christian people who have the .great misfortune of an unchristly pastor. 
The pl'eaohing is eloquent ; they are constantly exhorted to do one thing and 
another; it may be the preaching is intellectual; they are encouraged to speculate 
upon this and that doctrine ; or it may happen that the preaching is rhetorical, 
the people are covered with flowers, the preacher seems to be constantly scat
tering from himself a display of fireworks, an explosion of dazzling words. There 
is ,no manifestation of Christ-no opening up of the oompletenes3 of the atoning 
sacrifice-no uplifting of Jesus in His love to His peop!e, in His union with them, 
in the covenant which He has ,made on their behalf. Oftentimes have we met 
with good people who fretted because the ministry failed to supply them with food 
for their souls. They could have ,done without the eloquence; they could have 
been happy without the new theories, how&ver intellectual; they could have sur
vived if there had been less exhortation: what they wanted was a little food to 
strengthen them, a little repose to invigorate them, a little faith to encourage them 
in resting upon the finished work of Jesus Christ. Ohr what an account will 
they have to give who, instead of being shepherds of God's sending to feed His 
flock with discretion, and make them lie down in green pastures, come to them as 
legal task-masters wielding the rod, but never using the pastoral staff to guide the 
flocks by still waters r However, I fear me, there are some who thnugh not thus 
worried, nevertheless forget th(lir resting-place. Let us talk" familiarly with one 
another on this theme. 

What is our resting-place, beloved? We have" ouly one answer, I am sure. 
"We who have believed have entered into rest," but our rest is in Jesus Christ 
Himself. We believed on Him, He took away our burden, and we found rest. 
We bowed our neck to His yoke, became His disciples, aud we found yet fuller 
rest .unto our souls. Not a particle of rest do we get from ourselves, neither doth 
the world contribute to it, for "in the world ye shall have tribulation." All 
our rest is found in Him, for He is our peaoe, who hath said, "It is finished," 
and in that finished work we confidently repose. It is possible for us to for~et, 
however, to enjoy the rest whioh faith has made it our privilege to possess, and, if 
we do, it is not ouly a loss to our comfort, but it is a very serious loss to us in all 
respects. If sheep, under the charge of any, should lose their rest, besides the 
cruelty to the creatures, and the suffering it would involve them, it would be a 
serious loss to their owner. A sheep does, after it has been fed, lie down; it 
must naturally chew tho cud. The food it has gathered it must digest in peace, 
or else it cannot grow fat. It cannot, in faot, be in health at all. Fancy a field 
of sheep in which some worrying dog constantly amused himself by hunting them 
from end to end. They would become lean and valueless. They would ultimately 
die, We must have rest. It is important, therefore, not partly and in measure, 
but to the uttermost degree, that when Christ has become our rest, we should 
continue to enjoy Him and to rest in Him .. The sense of such need urges me at 
this time to endeavour to lead you, as God shall help me, to Cbrist Jesus our rest, 
by reminding you of some who·forget their resting-place. If it should happen to 

'* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 150, NEw SERIES. 
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rome home to your own souls, may you have grace to escape from the calamity 
which the text describes. 

Three things: here is fust a sin to be convincod of; secondly, the cause of it to 
be sought out; and thirdly, the cure of it to be brought about. 

I. "They have forgotten their resting-place." This is to be accounted a sin for 
many reasons. 

Let us recollect how dearly our resting-place was purchased for us. To 
g-ive your soul rest, my brother, Jesus Christ gave up His rest, and more, His 
heaven, His throne, His honour, His life. No rest could there ever ho.Ye been for 
you, a wande:in~ she1ep, if the Shepherd had not given up Himself as a ransom for 
the flock. Did rt cost Him Gethsemane's bloody sweat P did it cost Him Calvo.ry's 
wounds and death? and did you receive it and yet forget it P Have not you often 
thought that whatever _else might have passed away from your mind, never could 
the thought of that dymg love depart P Yet it has faded on the tablet of your 
heart ; for you have forgotten the priceless boon which that dying love has pro
cured for you. Oh, chide yourself that Immanuel's purchase should be lightly 
esteemed, that He, your rest, should ever slip away from your thought. 

Remember, too, how graciously that rest was given to you. My own remem
brances may help yours. I remember well-and did I live twice the age of Methu
selah I never could forget-the time of my wearisome bondage under the law and 
Ullder the slavery of sin. Oh! what I would have given then to have rest, t.o 
have had my sins pardoned. I dare to say, I think a thousand deaths would 
have been cheaply endured by me, if I might have escaped the wrath to come. 
My burdened soul chose strangling rather than life, because my life had become 
weariness, and even like Ullto wormwood and gall had the cup of life been em
bittered. But as in a moment, rest came to my soul by a glance at the crucified 
Saviour. An act of simple faith exercised upon Christ's Atonement brought me per
fect rest. .A.nd shall I forget my resting-place? I am sure, if some spirit prophetic 
of the future could-have whispered in my ear at the time of my conversion, " You 
will forget your resting-place," I should quickly have answered, with Hazael, to the 
prophet, "Is thy servant a dog, that he should do this thing," and I might have 
said, " Is thy servant a devil, that he should ever think of doing such a thing ? ,. 
"Love so amazing, so divine,"-shall this be cast behind my back P .A. gift so 
precious, brought to me when I deserved it not, and just when I most required it, 
shall it ever be lightly esteemed or carelessly neglected?" Oh! memory, let fall 
what thou mayest, but retain, as with an iron grasp, the recollection of that blessed 
day in which my soul folllld her resting-place. 

Beloved, there are other reasons to make this forgetfulness of ours greatly sinful. 
Forsooth how sweetly we have enjoyed that rest since then ! It was -not one 
day a honeymoon, and then ever afterwards Christ and our souls strangers,-oh, no, 
I speak t.o some of you who have had many hi!\'hdays and holidays si7:1ce the tim~ 
of your conversion; you have feasted upon dymg love. That banqueting house o1 
Solomon's Song is a place well-known to you ; the banner of love that waved over 
the spouse of old, its silken folds have :waived over you also. _'Twa~ but t~1e other 
night when some of us were together m prayer and commuruon with Chr1St, and 
we could not help singing,-

" My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 

And sit and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss." 

Could we have such enjoyments and yet forget them! Such rest in the resti_ng
place, and yet make light of it! Such peace of God that passeth a.11 un~erstandmg,_ 
and yet be listless about it ! Wretch that I am to wander thus m search of 
vain delights, t;o leave the flowing fountain for the broken cisterns which, if they 
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ho.cl been whole, had been but stagnant reservoirs unworthy to be compared to 
the clear living stream that bursts from the fountain of fellowship with Christ. 
Let every sweet season of past spiritual enjoyment gently rebuke you, beloved, if 
you do at all forget your resting-place, 

Further, does it not seem strange and marvellous that any of us should forget 
our resting-place, when we so greatly need it? Oh ! I think I speak for the most 
of you, when I say it is a weary world after all the mercy that God has made to 
pass before us; it is a weary, weary world. Solomon, with all his wealth, with all 
the accessories of pleasure, with all the tastes to enjoy them, deliberately said, 
"Vanity of vanities; all is vanity." And I am sure it is easy amidst pains and 
toils, blunders and disappointments, for many of us to utter the same lament. 
When afflicted in body, distressed with severe labour, or reduced to poverty, we 
might as well try to find re~t on the sea, or on a bed of thorns, or on a bed of 
flame, as find rest in the things of this world. What weariness of the flesh, 
what vexation of spirit we endure! Oh then ! why is it we forget our resting
place? Men jaded and faint with the fag and drudgery of labour, are glad to 
throw themselves upon the bed and fall to sleep, and ye that have much toil and 
travail under the sun, will ye forget that couch that Christ has brought for you, 
upon which your spirits may take delicious repose ? With such need for rest, 
and such a rest so sweetly proven to be restful in the past, 'tis strange, 'tis 
passing strange, 'tis wonderful that we should ere forget our resting-place. 

Since our resting-place is so suitable to us, it becomes the more strange that 
we should forget it. Suitable for a sinner is a finished salvation; suitable for 
a warrior is the great shield that covers his head in the day of battle; suitable for 
a fugitive is that castle and high tower of om defence, which is found in Christ 
the Lord's anointed. "The coney goeth to her place in the rock, and the stork 
hath her nest among the fir trees." Oh, ye children of God, ye have a resting
place suitable to your nature ; how is it ye can forget it ~ Touch upon the 
things of nature, how they chide you! Bring to your remembrance the birds 
of the air, the beasts of the forest, the dumb driven cattle accustomed to the 
yoke, and let them chide you, for they forget not their resting-place. Carried 
away to the city the other day the dove was taken from its cage, and they 
let 1t loose, fastening to it the message. It mounted aloft, it whirled round a 
while that it might see where it was. It was far, far away from the dove
cot; it was found hundreds of miles away, but whither did it fly? Swift as an 
arrow from the bow it sought its resting-place with infallibility of affection; it 
found its nearest way to the cot where it had been reared, and brought its message 
safely there. Wilt thou let the pigeon outstrip thee in affection for thy resting
place P Look at the swift-winged dove and be ashamed. And even the dog which 
thou despiseth, taken away from its master, carried many miles away, in dark
ness too, so that it might not know its way, has been known to swim rivers, cross 
~y-ways it could not have known, and there it is found barking for admission at 
its master's door: oh, so happy when it heard its master's voice again. It could 
not rest elsewhere. Oh, my heart, art thou more doggish than a dog ? Dost thou 
forget thy Lord when dogs remember well their masters ? Let us learn even from 
these creatures, I say, and henceforth let us not forget our resting-place. As all 
ingratitude is base, this sin cannot be liaht or venial. 

II. What now, let us ask, is the cans~ of the forgetfulness which we sometimes 
have of Jesus Christ-our heart's dear rest? 

How frequently it arises from neglect of thought, a eulpable remissness! So 
busy, up in the morning, at it, the whirl, the noise, and cbtter of business in 
the ear-always in the ear, every nerve on the strain, right on till one falls asleep 
through sheer exhaustion) Oh, our times are hard for deep piety ; they are hard 
and trying times for souls that would walk near to Christ. I know more grace can 
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~atch the evil of ~he times; ~ut still_ our Pnritan forofathors, with their quiet 
11ves, oal~ and undistracted, with the tune they could have for studying the Word 
and for private prayer-no wonder they outstripped us! I am afraid some Chris~ 
tians neglect the reading of the Word of God, almost as a rule forget it. You 
d.on't get your daily text; jou don't get your meditation. A.h, souls! if a. :thino· 
never comes across the min , it is not remarkable that you should forget it. If any 
of you are going on a jow·ney, you don't forget your wives; no, they come often 

·ross your t~oughts '. you ll:1ay forget some s~ranger wh.-im Y,OU s9:w but onoe, you 
ay never thmk of him agam. "\Vere the mmd more occupied with Christ, there 
0uld be less likelihood of our forgetting Him! You know, when the photo
·apher takes a likeness, if he does it rapidly, it may be that, by-and-by it will 
tde. If they want to take a picture that shall be definite, fixed, and pe~anent 
liey kt the sensitive plate continue long exposed to the view that there may be ; 

;ood,_ thoroug~ly ":"ell fixed i1;0-pression. I wou~d th~t my soul had many oppor
turut1es of bemg like a sensitive plate fixed nght m front of Jesus to take His 
portrait thoroughly, to have it so upon my soul that it could never fade away. 
Oh, to have much more communion with Christ, to contemplate Him with steady 
gaze and undistracted attention is the way to overcome our present forgetfulness. 
This is a fl.,mtiy age-a superficial age. It has its waves of religious excitement ; 
but they are all on the surface. We have not many of those great ground-swell 
waves where the ocean of manhood seems to heave up from the very bottom. 
These are the waves that work wonders for men and glorify God. May we have 
many such in our own souls. 

Another reason why we forget our Saviour is our tendency to self-sufficiency. 
A poor man, who has nothing of his own, and who lives day by day a pensioner 
upon some rich man's bounty, cannot forget the man who helps him, because if he 
should forget him this morning, he will be sure to recollect him to-morrow morning 
when he wants bread; and he who receives his money weekly might forget his 
friend on the Tuesday, but he will recollect him again on the Saturday, when he 
must needs go to him again. If we were always sensible as we should be of our 
absolute dependence on Christ for everything, and going to Him for all, there would 
be no fear of our memories failing us; but we very soon set up a little indepen
dency of our own-poor worms as we are-as a brother said in prayer the other 
night, "Dustheaps ; " that is all we are the very best of us, poor "dust-heaps." 
We ima_o-ine we are 1..-i.ngdoms, and we talk such great things, and think such big 
thi..no-s a:bout our experience and our wisdom ! Oh, away with it all! We might 
well0not see the sun when we eclipse him with our self-sufficiency. Thou poor 
beggarly worm, naked, poor, and mise~able, I cou1;1sel t_hee to buy of Christ gold 
tried in the fire, th'lt thou mayest be rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be 
dothed, and go to Him again, leaving thy self-sufficiency behind thee. 

With others it is worldliness that keeps them from remembering their dear 
::iaviolll'. They forget their resting-place because they are so worldly, grasping 
after so much. Enough is not enough to them; they must have more. The early 
risino· a11d the sitting up late are right enough for industry, but wrong enough for 
asarice · these are the things that keep the soul from Christ-the getting money 
rightly 1if you can, b:1t, anyhow, the getting money. ~ ma~ c9:nnot live for this, 
and yet abide in Christ; when the heart gets the world mto 1t, 1t doth eat as doth 
'... canker. If thou wilt have the world, thou shalt have it; but thou shalt not 
have Christ. Oh, canst thou make an exchange of Christ for such poor Btu:ff, for 
such heavy c1ay? Keep all the world outside !h}'. heart. If you keep ~11 the sea 
outside the ship, it cannot sin~. _Is the world ms1de thy heart? a~d a little water, 
there will prove a leak that will smk thy vessel-beware of worldliness. Those of 
you can be worldly that are poor, as well as those that are rich. You may have 
oares that worry and devour, and keep you from your Saviour. Strive a_gainst 



A HORE GRIEVANCE. 

these; be not cankered with this canker. Love not the world, or thou canst nQt 
walk with Jesus ; lay thy cares on Him who careth for thee, and thou wilt come 
buck to thy resting-place. 

1 fear me that some Christians forget their resting-place through idolatry. 
"Idolatry?" say you. "We are not idolators; we are not even as the Romanists 
rire that will worship their crucifixes or their relics." No idolatry? No idolatry 0 

Was not that idolatry this afternoon with that boy of yours? Ah, what a boy ! Your 
heart all but adores him, and if he were taken from you, you would feel you could 
not forgive God. Not idolatry? The other day, when you looked upon your fair 
estate, and all the comforts of life with which God had surrounded you, did not 
you feel your heart gp after these things? Not idolatry? "Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols," was once an exhortation of John, and it is also my exhorta
tion to you this evening. We so soon make idols. I am afraid, if an idol breaking 
were to take place to-night, many of you would go home broken-hearted; or if 
your idols are at home, you would go home to see them· broken, and yourself be 
ready to despair. There is much idolatry ; and if thou Iovest son or daughter 
more than Christ, thou art not worthy of Him. If thou lovest husband or wife 
more than Christ, thou art not worthy of Him. Oh, be it so, that they take low 
SPats, and Christ sits on the throne. Go down, beloved, go down ; I love thee 
there as I may and should; but come up, my Saviour, take the highest room, for 
there Thou must sit King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Once more,, I do think some genuine Christians forget their resting-place for awhile 
through despondency of spirit. It is sometimes hard to remember our sweet rest 
in Jesus when we get oppressed. I can speak very feelingly here. There are some 
of us that carry about with us a constitution which elevates us at times up to the very 
heavens of delight, and sinks us down at other periods very, very low. Those that 
have high tides must expect to have very dry ebbs. If you mount high, you will fall 
low sometimes, and then, when the liver won't act, when the spirits won't move, when 
the whole heart hangs its h•rp upon the willows, it is hard then to come and rest in 
Jesus. And some feel grinding trouble, or a perpetual affiiction of body till at last 
they get into a chronic state of sadness. Dear brother, dear sister, before you get 
there make a rally, if you can, to get away from it. It is to be escaped from. After 
all Christ died for sinners, such as you are. Hang on Him, cling to Him, come 
and wash again in the fountain which is filled with His blood; He loves thee; He 
gives Himself for thee; He ne'er can forget thee, or cast thee away. Come and re
joice in Him yet again, and lift up thy heart once more by simple confident faith 
in Him, for "He is able to save to the uttermost them that come unto God b, 
Him." Don't let Satan triumph; don't let the world laugh because a Christian 1s 
in_ despair. "Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee." Begone, ye fears! Let the winds take them away. "Though He 
slay me, yet will I trust in Him. His mercy is not clean gone for ever; He will 
be mindful of His covenant; He will not cast away His people whom He did 
foreknow." 

These are the things that will sometimes bring us into the dilemma of forgetting 
our resting-place. 

And now to close, what is tlie cure for it all? I do not know what Charles the
First meant when he gave his watch to Bishop Judson, and said, "Remember." I 
<lo not care what he meant. But let the same be my word to you to-night., " Re
member! Remember." That is the cure for this distemper of the mind; thi& 
dereliction of the heart. Remember what?" say you. Remember first the past. 

'' His love in time past forbids me to think, 
He'll leave me at last iu trouble to sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review 
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.H 
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Remember th~ days of olii, the e'\"erlasting covenant. Remember the sealing of 
the covenant w1th blood upon the accursed tree. Remember the day of thy sin 
and the day of salvation; thy sore bondage, and thy great deliverance, when H; 
brought thee out of Egypt with a high hand and an outstretched arm. Remember 
this, and thou wilt no more forget thy resting-place. 

Remember again the future. You sa;!', "Can we remember that which has not 
happened yet?" Let thy faith substanti.ate the promise, and see it as though ful
filled, and remember it to-night. Thou wilt ere long be where Jesus is. Thy 
soul, white robed, shall appear before Him, and thy poor body-vile body as it is
shall be fashioned like unto His glorious body, and thou shalt shine with the 
mighty host who day without night magnify the name of Him that is, and was, 
and is to come. Remember this, and thou shalt not forget thy resting-place. 
" All this comes to thee through Him; He has procured it for thee, and is prepar
ing it for thee at this hour." 

Remember also something about the present. What is there that thou hast to
night of all thy possessions that can a1ford thee rest? Have the roots of thy spirit 
begun to twist about the earth? Pray to have them unbound, for otherwise a 
painful time will come to thee. What hB,st thou, that thou couldest rest upon in 
the time of death? A Roman Catholic once said that the doctrine of justification 
by faith was a blessed supper doctrine-would do to end the day with ; but he· 
thought it was a bad breakfast doctrine to begin the day with. At least there is 
truth in the first observation, it is a blessed supper doctrine, and Christ makes a 
blessed supper for us in life's end. There is no supper in life's end-no supper that 
the soul can eat--but Jesus Christ that shall give her· any satisfaction and content 
as she goeth forth on her long journey. Well, as thou hast nothing that can satisfy 
thee in dying, why dost thou try to satisfy thyself with it now? Have you been 
making an idol? Have you? Let it gp; forget not thy resting-place, I pray 
thee. Look at thy friend's house, and read "mortal" written there ; look in thy 
child's face, and know that ere long thy last act of kindness for that child will be to 
find it a narrow home in the silent grave. What, art thou immortal, and seeking to 
live upon mortal food! Thou e_ternal as God's life, and yet seeking _to sa~isfy thyself 
with the worm's meat that sprmgs out of earth, and goes back agam to 1t ! Shame 
-0n thee! When Christ gives thee rest, and is all in all to thee, turn not away 
from the everything to try and fill thyself with the nothing. 

Lastly remember, and this last remembrance will be a blessed cure-remember' 
Christ Himself. For this purpose come to His table. Though thou hast for awhile 
forgotten thy resting-place, He saith, "This do ye in remembrance 0of Me." 
Come and remember Him again. 

"Gethsemane can I forget ? 
Or there Thy conflict see ? 

Thine agony and bloody sweat, 
And not remember Thee ? 

When to the Cross I turn mine eyes, 
And 1·est on Calvary ; 

0, Lamb of God, my sacrifice, 
I must, I must remember Thee." 

So may it be with you now. 
There may be, however, in this congregati~n-nay, I k!1ow_ ther0 are some 

who have never yet enjoyed rest. They are gomg about to find it. _Dear hearer, 
there is only one resting-plaee; don't look for another. Thy works will never rest 
thee · sacraments can never rest thee ; tears and groans, and prayers can never 
rest thee. "None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good." "Believe in Him and 
live;" trust in Him, and you shall find rest unto your soul for ever. Amen. 



IHI 

fssaus anb l~tts .an Jeligious .inijtcts. 

THE BAPTISTS IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

T:rrn second Baptist church in the 
United States was formed at Newport, 
Rhode Island, in the year 1644. The 
Rev. Dr. John Clark, the founder, be
came the first pastor. Mr. Clark wae 
cruelly persecuted, fined, and even 
imprisoned, for being a Baptist. He 
defend_ed himself with singular ability, 
and his persecutors were awed by his 
manly bearing and solid reasoning. Not 
one of the Puritan ministers had the 
courage to meet him in argument. In 
the year 1651 serious difficulties pre
sented themselves in the island, owing 
to the chief magistrate, Coddino-ton, 
having obtained a charter, givin/him 
unlimited authority. Roger Williams 
and Mr. Clark were therefore sent to the 
British Court to seek the revocation of 
th~s charter. This they fully accom
plished in 1652, and peace and union 
were restored to the colony. Mr. Cla:rk 
died at Newport in 1676: aged sixty
seven years. This excellent man was 
succe~ded in the pastorate by the Rev. 
Obadmh Holmes, a man much his in
ferior in mental attainments, but equally 
good and devout. Mr. Holmes had to 
pass through a severer storm of persecu
tion than even his predecessor. The 
followi1_1g cruel sentence was passell 
upon him by the Boston magistrates:-

. " Forasmuch as you, Obadiah Holmes 
being come into this jurisdiction about 
the 21st of the fifth month, did meet at 
one William Witter's house at Lynn 
and did here privately (and at othe;· 
times, being an excommunicate. person, 
~d take upon you to preach and bap
tize ), upon the Lord's day, or other 
days, and being fa.ken there by the 
constable, and coming afterward to the 
assembly, at Lynn, did, in disrespect to 
the ordinance of God and His worship, 
keep on your hat, the pastor being in 
prayer, _insomuch that you would not 

give reverence in raising your hat till 
it was forced oft' your head, to the' dis
tnr~ance of the congregation, and pro
fessm~ against the institution of the 
Church, as not being according to the 
Gospe~ of ,Je~ C,'hrist; and that you, 
the said 01?ad1ah Holmi;s, did, upon the 
day followmg, meet again at the said 
William Witter's, in contempt to au
thority, you being then in the custody 
of the law, and did there receive the 
sacrament, being excommunicate; and 
that yon did baptize such as were bap
tized before, and thereby did necessarilv 
deny the baptism that was before ad
ministered to be baptism, the churches 
no churches, and also other ordinances 
a.nd ministers, as if all were nullity ; 
and did also deny the lawfulness of 
baptizing of infants. And all this tends 
to the dishonour of God, the despisin.,. 
the ordinances of God among us, th~ 
peace of the churches, and seducino- the 
subjects of this co=onwealth fro;; the 
truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
perverting the straight ways of the 
Lord, the Court doth fine you £30 to 
be paid, or sufficient sureties that the 
sum shall be paid by the first day of 
the next Court of Assistants, or else be 
well whipped, and that you shall remain 
in prison till it be paid, or security 
given in for it. 

" By the Court, 
"L"iCRE.l.SE XowELL." 

Mr. Holmes refused to pay the fine. 
He was kept in prison from July till 
8eptembcr, and then the sentence of the 
law was carried into execution in the 
most unfeeling and cruel manner. In 
writing on the subject to William 
Killin and John Spillsbury, he says:
" As the man began to lay the strokes 
upon my back, I saiu to the people, 
'Though my flesh shoulu fail, and mv 
spirit should fail, yet my Gou would 
not fail.' So it pleased the Lord to 
come in, and so fill my heart and tongiw 
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as a wssel full, and with an audible 
voice I broke forth, praying u.nto the 
Lord not to l!!y this sin to their charge: 
and telling the people, that now I found 
he did not fail me, and thernfore now I 
should trust Him for ever who fail{d me 
not ; for in truth, as the strokes fell 
upon me, I had such a spiritual mani
fe~tation of God's presence, as the like 
thereof I never had nor felt, nor can 
with fleshly tongue express; and the 
outward pain was so removed from me, 
that indeed I am not able to declare it 
to you: it was so easy to me, that 
I could well bear it-yea, and in a 
manner felt it not, although it was 
grievous, as the spectators said, the man 
striking with all his strength (yea, 
spitting in his hands three times, as 
many affirmed) with a three-corded 
whip, giving me therewith thirty strokes. 
When he had loosed me from the post, 
having joyfulness in my heart and cheer
fulness in my countenance, as the spec
tators observed, I told the magistrates, 
'You have struck me as with roses;' 
and said moreover, 'Although the Lord 
hath made it easy to me, yet I pray 
God it may not be laid to your charge.' 
After this many came to me rejoicipg to 
see the power of the Lord manifested 
in weak flesh." 

Mr. Holmes continued the pastor of 
the church at Newport until his death 
in 1862. He was buried in his own 
field, and a tomb was erected to his 
memory. His posterity are spread 
through various parts of New England, 
Long Island, New Jersey, and Pennsyl
vania. The Rev. Morgan Edwards, 
(writing in 1790) says, " It is supposed 
that his descendants number nearly five 
thousand. His son, Obadiah, was long 
a judge in New Jersey, and a preacher 
in the Baptist ch-:uch at Cohansey. 
Another of his sons was a magistrate 
at Philadelphia.'' The third church 
organised in the States was that at 
Swansea, Massachusetts. This was 
formed in 1643, by the Rev. John Miles, 
from Swansea, in South Wales. The 
foundation, however, of this church 
was laid twelve vears before, when 
Obadia.h Holmes, · John Hazel, and 

others sepamtcdfrom the Congreg·ational 
ohuroh at Rehoboth. This separation 
filled the Predo-baptist churches with 
alarm, and led to the terrible sufferings 
which Mr. Holmes had to endure. Mr. 
Miles was an eminently useful man, 
and was _greatly esteemed. It is stated 
that, bemg once brought before the 
magistrate for preaching, he requested 
a Bible, and opened on these words in 
Job: "But ye should say, Why perse
cute we him? seeing the root of the 
matter is fou.nd in me.'' The .effect was 
such, that ·ever afterwards he was 
treated with moderation, if not with 
kindness. He WW! pastor of the church 
for many years, and died in a good old 
age in 1613. In the face of the direst 
opposition, a Baptist church was formed 
in 1664 at Boston, the very centre of 
intolerance. Mr. Thomas Gould, a man of 
very humble pretensions, was the chief 
instrument in this great and dangerous 
enterprise. Mr. Gould refused to ,pre
sent his child at the baptismal font, and 
this led to a crusade against him on the 
part of the whole Preda-baptist com
munity. "They," says Mr. Gould, 
"required me to bring out my child to 
baptism. I told them I durst not do it, 
for I did not see any rule for it in the 
Word of Gon. They brought many 
places of Scripture, in the Old and New 
Testament, as circumcision, and the 
promise to Abraham, and that children 
were holy, and they were disciples, But 
I told them that all these places made 
nothing for infant baptism. Then stood 
up W. D. in the church and said, 'Put 
him in the court, put him in the court.'" 

As the climax of absurdity, when Mr. 
Gould and his associates had been fined, 
imprisoned, and sentenced to banish
ment for their opinions, they were 
challenged to a public dispute to settle 
the que~tion whether they were errone
ous or not. It was arranged for the 
two parties to meet on the 14th of April, 
1668. Six ministers were appointed to 
conduct the dispute on the Poodo-baptist 
side ; but in case these should not be 
enough, the governor and magistrates 
were requested to meet with them. Dr. 
Clark, of Newport, sent three brethren 
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to aid Mr. Gould and his few friends. 
The. discussion turned out a mockery, so 
faJ' as the rights of the Baptists were 
conoerned. It was soon a{>parent that 
they were challenged, only m order that 
they might be abused. A long speech 
was- made with the view of showing 
what vile persons the Baptists were, 
and at the close, Jonathan Mitchell, one 
of the ministers, pronounced upon them 
the awful sentence contained in Deu
teronomy, xvii. 8-12: "And the man 
that will do presumptuously, and will 
not hearken to the priest, that standeth 
to minister before the LORD thy GoD, or 
unto the judge, even that man shall die, 
and thou shalt put away the evil from 
Israel." 

It is but right; however,. to say that 
there were many eminent Congrega
tionalists and Presbyterians in Massa
chuse.tts and England, who, with un
faltering lips, denounced these wicked 
proceedings. Dns. Owen and Goodwin, 
Mr. Nye and Mr. Caryl, with eight 
others, wrote to the governor on the 
subject, but no remonstrances were of 
any avail. The Church at Boston, in 
1678, erected a house for Goo, and met 
i.u it, for the first time, on the 15th of 
Febrnary, 1679, but they were not per
mitted long to have the pleasure of 
assembling in their sanctuary. In May 
of the same year, the following law was 
enacted: "· That no person should erect, 
or make use of a house for public 
worship, without license from the au
thorities, und·er the penalty that the 
hoW!e and land en which it stood, should 
be. forfeited to the use of the country, 
to be disposed of by the county treasurer 
by sale, or demolished, as the court that 
gavejudgment in the case should order." 
In the meantime the little flock, afraid 
of losing the edifice, quietly submitted 
to these unrighteous demands, and 
waited to see what Gon would do for 
them. Intelligence of the proceedings 
having reached England, the King, in 
due time; .wrote to the Boston rulers, 
" requiiring that liberty of conscience 
shonld be allowed to all Protestants, so 
that they might not be discountenanced 
from sharing in, the government, much 

less, that no good subject of his, for not 
agreeing in the Congregational way, 
should, by law, be subjected to fines 
and forfeitures, or other incapacities for 
the same, which, said his Majesty, is a 
severity tbe more to be wondered at, 
whereas liberty of conscience was made 
a principal motive for your transporta
tion into those parts." It was with 
great reluctance that the Royal mandate 
was obeyed. A wonderful change, how
ever, came over the scene in process of 
time. 

In the year 1718, the Rev. Mr. Cal
lender became his father's success0r in 
the pastorate. At his ordiruition, Dr. 
Increase Mather, Cotton Mather, and 
John Webb, three principle ministers of 
the city, were not only present, but 
conducted the most prominent services 
on the occasion, and that in the very 
house which had been nailed up by the 
authorities. Many eminent men served 
this church. We can now onlv mention 
one, the Rev. Dr. S. Stillii'.ian. He 
entered on his l11bours in 1765. just one 
hundred years after the establishment 
of the cause. His ministry was long 
and prosperous. He always prayed that 
his life and usefulness might end to
gether. Accordingly, the measure of' 
his days being full, his course finished, 
his work done, it pleased the Lord. after 
detaining him only two Sabbaths from 
the pulpit, to take him to Himself on 
Wednesday, 12th of March, ISU,. Our 
principles continued to spread throug-h
out Massachusetts and the neighbouring 
States. Churches were planted, and 
multitudes were added to the Lord. 
The New England States, now exclusive 
of Rhode Island, contain 836 Baptist 
churches, and 94,450 members. At 
Newton Centre, Massachusetts, there is a 
:flourishing college and theological insti
tution. 

We append an interesting item from 
the Kati'onal Baptist for Feb. 2, re
specting the recent formation of a 
Baptist church in Massachusetts : "The 
meeting-house of the Baptist church at 
North Billerica, was declicated Jannary 
19th. This house was built bv Mr. 
Talbot, a large owner in the mill pro-
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pcrty, which is being developed, and the 
occasion of a village growing up at this 
point. He is a Unitarian in creed; but 
s~eing the necessity of his help to fur
nish church accommodation, and know-
ng that the Baptists were more 1mme

··ous than any others, he suggested the 
tormation of a church, promising to 
build them a house of worship. The 
church was organised and recognised 
a year and a half ago. He has kept 
his promise; has built a neat, con
wnient, well-appointed house; and has 
met nearly all the expense himself. 
Defore the day of dedication, he ga,e 
the Church a deed of the property, so 
that they need feel under no fear here
after. Quite a number of souls have 
already been converted to God, and a 
good degree of religious interest is still 
manifest. The village is growing, and 
this Church is likely to become quite an 
efficient body. We can but hope that 
the man who has had such regard for 
the spiritual welfare of this people, may 
himself soon come to know Jesus as his 
Lord and Saviour. PHILO, 

Pcnnsylrnnia. 

MY SOCIAL TROUBLE. 
I AM one of the most miserable of men ! 
My misery arises from the fact that, 
having the o,ersight of a church, I am 
supposed, by virtue of my position, to 
be always agreeable, fond of society, 
and with plenty of time at my disposal 
for anyone who may chance to call. 
But I am not agreeable. I hate society, 
and I have no time to spare. I have a 
certain work to do, like others, and feel 
particularly savage if I cannot do it. 
I wonder, sometimes, what my neigh
bours think my work is! I think it is 
to be preparing my sermons and visiting 
the sick and affl.icted; but,judging from 
their conduct, they appear to think it 
lies in merely giving and receiving 
calls. 

I am most unfortunateh· situated, 
considering my disposition. In the 
parish where I reside, there is a par-

ticularly large number of persons who 
have retired from their businesses or 
professions, and, living now upon their 
means, appear to have nothing to occupy 
their time but to visit and to be visited. 
There are about twenty families in my 
immediate neighbourhood (not to speak 
of others some miles n.way) who oxpect 
me to drink tea with them, and, if pos
sible, stay the evening, at least once a 
fortnight. Why, it can't bA done, if I 
take every evening in the week for the 
purpose, and never spend onC' in the 
beloved society of my family. I acknow
ledge, that like a conscientious indi
vidual, I have endeavoured to do my 
best on some occasions. I have pro
ceeded thus :-Starting about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, I have made my way 
to some house where I knew they 
"teaed" early. I have stayed there 
till the meal was just finished, and then 
catching -:ip my hat and umbrella, with 
many excuses for leaving so soon, I 
have gone to another friend's where they 
" took tea" rather later; then getting 
away from the1·e as soon as I could 
decently, I have wound up the evening 
by dropping in on a friend rather higher 
in the social scale, where they " drank 
tea" about seven o'clock. I have thus 
had three teas in one evening. Let me 
inform the reader, that at such times as 
these I have endeavoured to eat and 
drink as sparingly as possible at each 
house ; but nevertheless, I have occa
sionally found it so difficult to maintain 
this line of conduct, that I have gone 
home feeling rather uncomfortable. I 
have wondered whether this was a cross 
for me to take up ; but every now and 
then I have felt compelled to growl out, 
if not to ease my body, yet to ease my 
mind: " Why should I be compelled to 
take tea at this fearful rate ? Why 
should it be supposed, because I am a 
minister, that I am to taste all the 
different sorts of tea which are to be 
found in the neighbourhood for milen 
round? Don't I know, before I go, 
that it will be cold at Mrs, A--'s, 
sloppy at Mrs, B--'s, and hot and 
strong and green - ugh l - at Mrs. 
C--'s? Why should these people be 
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offended because I cannot go and see 
them as often as they desire." They 
mean it well, no doubt, but "save me 
from my friends." 

But this is only one side of my social 
trouble ; the other side is the darker of 
the two. I have been speaking of the 
misery which arises from making calls: 
now I have to speak of the bitterness 
which springs from receiving calls. It 
is Friday morning. I have been visiting 
all the week, and am now in my study, 
and also in the middle of mv Sunday 
morning's sermon. My study is near to 
the front door of my dwelling, ;;o that 
I hear the rap of every visitor. Though 
it is not yet noon, I do not feel exactly 
safe, for some of my friends, br ',t 
observed, who ought to know better, 
call on me at times soon after breakfast 
(they always make excuses for doing so, 
certainly) as well as later in the day. 
I proceed with my sermon:-" In the 
great scheme of Redemption which was 
consummated at" -rat-a-tat! rat-a-tat! 
rat-a-tat, tat, tat! Enter Mary. "Cap
tain Stansfield wishes to see you, sir, in 
the drawing-room." I lay down my 
pen, and go to see Captain Stansfield, 
and he '' sees " me ; but not in the most 
agreeable humour, because I know be
forehand what he wishes to see me 
about is of no earthly consequence com
pared with my sermon. Well, I see 
him, and then go back to my sermon, 
sit down, and try again. " Ah ! where 
was l ? " " In the great scheme of 
Redemption which was consummated at 
the Cross, we not only behold the jus
tice of God revealed in stern and loftr, 
characters demanding punishment for ' 
-rat-a-tat, tat, tat! rat-a-tat, tat, 
tat, tat, tat, TAT ! the last very em
phatic. "0 dear!" I groan inwardly. 
'' Dr. Locock wishes to see you, sir, for 
just a few minutes." I almost wish Dr. 
Locook had been obliged to stay at home 
to take his namesake's pulmonic wafers 
this morning. However, I give him the 
few minutes he asks for, and a few more, 
walk back to my sanctum, and try again: 
"demanding punishment for sin ; but 
Mercy also standing with mild and 
gentle aspeot, pointing to Christ as the 

great substitute for the guilty, and de
claring in soft and tender"-rat-a-ta
tat; rat-a-ta-tat; rat-a-ta-tat, rat-a
ta-tat, tat, tat, - this very lively. 
Mary again ! "If you please, sir, Mr. 
Compton has just called to return the 
book you lent him, and if you are not 
particnlarly engaged, would like to see 
you for a minute or two." " Dear me!" 
I mentally ejaculate, " I wish he had 
swallowed the book ; I would not have 
minded the loss of it, if he had only 
kept away this morning. He ought to 
know I am particularly engaged. Is it 
not Friday morning ? Is not the day 
after to-morrow Sunday ? Haven't I my 
sermon to prepare?" "Tell him," I 
say to Mary, somewhat savagely, "I 
am sorry, but I am so particularly 
engaged this morning that I cannot 
see him, and will take an early oppor
tunity of calling on him instead." I 
come to the resolution that I will see 
no more visitors this morning, and that 
I will go on with my sermon-" de
claring in soft and tender tones that 
this is the way by which sin may be 
forgiven, Paradise regained, and man 
restored to God." I finish the sentence, 
but I feel crabbed and soured; the in
spiration is gone-I can do no more. 
I throw down my pen, snatch up my 
hat, and rush off for a walk. No, I do 
not, for somebody meets me at the door. 
"Oh," says Mr. Hartley, "how glad I 
am to have found you at home; but I 
see you were just going out: don't let 
me detain you." But he does detain 
me; he would detain me all day, if I 
were only agreeable enough to ask him 
to stay. But I won't ask him, and I 
don't ask him, and at last he takes his 
departure. "Did it never occur to him,'' 
I ask myself, as I see him walking off, 
" that if he has nothing to do from 
one week to another, I have-have my 
work to do, and want to do it. I rush 
off this time in the opposite direction, 
out of the kitchen door, and across the 
fields, and endeavour, by sharp walk
ing, to relieve my agitated mind; but 
every few minutes I groan, '' 0 wretched 
man that I am! Who shall deliver me 
from this state of society ? " 
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Let me state here how, when I have 
grown partioulaTly revengeful under 
this sooial trouble, I have delivered 
myself from it. Not by telling Mary to 
say "Not at home," for, though that 
may be the usual thing, T have a con
scientious objection to it; but in another 
way, perhal?s not altogether free from 
objection either. But, in this way, 
when we have determined on having a 
quiet time, my wife has sent Mary out 
with the youngsters, and then we have 
'' spllrted the oak," by locking up the 
doors, back and front, and drawing 
down all blinds on the ground floor, as 
though we had gone out for a visit. 
In this way we have hurled defiance at 
all visitors who might be disposed to 
plague us. How they have knocked 
sometimes ! " Their poor wrists," I 
have said to my wife. Then, after a 
final bang with the knockeT, we have 
heard them lift up the slip of the letter
box and drop in a card ; and then 
(blessed melody!) the sound of retreat
ing footsteps. 

But, to return from what may be 
called a digression, I come home from 
my walk, and standing in front of the 
house and catching hold of the door
knocker, I apostrophise and soliloquise 
(this is not a dictionary word, but never 
mind) a little: " 0, poor knocker," I 
say, "it is no fault of thine that thy 
master is such a martyr to the claims 
of society ; thou art but the unconscious 
instrument by which they knock away 
thy master's time, and thy master's 
opportunities." .A sudden thought. 
" Do all knockers go at this terrible 
rate? A.re there no favoured spots to be 
found in this broad land where the 
knockers rest awhile, and where people 
who hav-e work to do are allowed to 
do it?" 

The way has been made clear. I have 
cut the tie which bound me to these 
people, and have gone to labour in a 
manufacturing district, where the resi
dents have something else to do besides 
rapping at other people's doors con
tinually. I get a little spare time, since 
taking this step, occasionally, and am 

employing some portion of it in thus 
stnting my former trouble to the world, 
with the hope that meeting the eye of 
some who have been accustomed to visit 
their spiritual counsellor on the Friday 
or Saturday, they may mend their ways, 
and refrain from such an unhappy 
course of procedure in the future. As 
yet, I have not regretted the change I 
have made, I believe I am this day, 
in consequence, a wiser, a happier, and 
a less savage man. W. 

PRE.A.CH TO THE CHILDREN. 

have heard my father. say, 
And well my father knew : 
In it was meat for full grown men, 
And milk for children too." 

THERE was an element in· the discourses 
of the olden time, which the sermonizers 
of the present day, for the most part, 
wholly ignore. Those ancient men, of 
whom it is now so fashionable to speak 
slightingly, as men of iron mould and 
adamant heart, had in them some spring 
of tenderness which kept alive an interes.t 
in the little people. Passing by that" 
species of pulpit eloquence which in our 
day offers hardly more than milk and 
water for the "full grown man," how 
few of those sermons which are worthy 
of being called food for the experienced 
disciple have in them a single word for 
the little one. While the sheep are fed 
the lambs are frisking about the meadow, 
or fast asleep beneath the summer sun. 
Do you not see them, · ministers, from 
your high vantage-ground? Do you 
not detect the various expedients to 
which the children resort to while 
away the weary hours? The knotting 
of handkerchiefs ; the intaglios wrought 
with pin-points on many· a surface 
better without such decoration; the 
restless watching of the clock ; the small 
buffoonery of face-making; and at length 
-a relief to "parents and all natural 
guardians "-as to the little head itself; 
-the quiet and comfortable nap? You 
may say, "Let them go to the Sabbath-
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school, that is the place for children." 
Yes, but it is not the only place, nor the 
best .place. They should be early-taught 
that they have a right in the temple, as 
well as in the porch. The little people 
should not be made to feel themselves a 
tribe apart, but should be tau~ht their 
unity with the whole congregation. The 
lambs are as truly a portion of the flock 
as the fleece-laden sheep. Three minutes 
allotted to the children, in every sermon, 
surely would be little time to give them, 
when you reflect that the fast flying 
hours and days are bringing them to 
be, almost before you are aware, the 
men and women, the fathers and mo
thers, of society. And were they sure 
that 'these few words were 1mming, 
their interest would be kept awake in 
watching for -them, and so, by the way, 
they might pick up some seeds of truth 
intended for their elders, which yet 
should spring up in the good soil of the 
young heart, and grow, and bringforth 

fruit to the glory of Him who loved the 
little children : which should add to the 
" golden sheaves" you shall bear to the 
Heavenly Garner, the tender and grace
ful beauty and the delicate fragrance of 
the opening flower, or the just redden
ing bud. 

Think ofit, ye preachers of the Word: 
think of the great influence you would 
gain over this class of your people, by 
showing them that you understand and 
love them. Some of them will live to 
bless you here ; many of them will be 
called early to Jesus. Will it not be a 
glad and precious greeting, when you also 
shall go through the gates of pearl, to 
heltl" the child-like voices singing around 
you, and joining in your welcome home? 
To hear from the lips whence fell the 
command, "Feed my lambs," the 
blessed assurance, "Inasmuch as ye 
did it unto one of the least of these, ye 
did it unto Me." 

ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XL.-ONE•WORD TEXT~. 

"Joy."-Gal. v. 22. 

THE immediate result of acceptance with 
God is peace, aud this peace is inseparably 
connected with "joy" in the Holy Ghost. 
Peace is the equanimity of the soul, the 
calm within, the harmony of the heart 
a.nd spirit with God. Joy is the sunshine 
coming direct from the Sun of Right
eousness; holy excitement and delight 
arising from the removal of all 'sadness 
and gloom, and the impartation of God's 
own felicity to the soul. There is carnal 
joy, worldly joy, but the joy of the text 
is the joy of Christian ell,perillnce. Let 
us look- · 

I. AT ITS .ANTECEDENTS. Before 
Christian joy there must be convfotion 
of sin, true repentance, holy sorrow, 
penitential mourning, and oftentimes 
great self-condemnation and remorse. 
Especially there must be faith in Christ 
Jesus as our Saviour, and a knowledge 
of His forgiving mercy. (Rom. v. ll.) 

Notice-
11. THE ACCOMPANIMENTS OF 0HRIS

TUK JoY. Of these we may notice--
I. Absolute satisfaction. A conscious

ness that we have found the pearl of 
great price ; that we have indeed, and 
of a truth, been brought to Jesus and 
accepted of Him ; that beneath our feet 
is the immovable rock, and before .us 
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the goodly land of ineffable delights, 
(Ps. xcii. 4.) 

2. Gheeri.ng Hope. This joy is not the 
e bullition of mere feeling, nor the rhapsody 
of excited passions, but the bright gleams 
of heavenly hope. Guilt gone, condemna
tion removed, lifted out of the horrible 
pit, the soul gazes upwards with the as
gured hope of a glorious immortality. 
(Rom. v. 2.) 

3. Sanctified He,art and Life. Chris
tian joy is holy; it is the joy of a purified 
conscience and heart cleansed by the 
blood and spirit of Jesus Christ. (Ps. 
xcvii, 11.) 

4. The indwelling of the Spirit of God. 
It is the Divine Spirit that expels dark
ness ;i,nd fills the mind with holy light. 
The spirit within the soul produces the 
fruit of peace and joy, and by the spirit's 
gracious operation this joy is continued 
and increased. Notice-

III. SOME CHARACTERISTICS AND CON• 
SEQUENCES OF THIS JOY.-

I, The renunciatwn of mere carnaljlJ!I. 
One, and only one, must possess the sonl. 
Christian joy expels, or at any rate sub
ordinates, every other joy. Joy in Christ, 
and joy in sin, or in the world, are incom
patible, and the one or the other must be 
in the ascendant. There will be-

LET OTHER PEOPLE ALONE. 

CH.il'TER V. 

" How far is it to the hall, and in what 
direction does it lie," said the preacher, 
as rising from his mossy oouch he pre
pared to accompany the speaker ; " but, 
tirst of all, you must tell me who you 
are, for I do not recollect to have met 
you before." 

"Probably not," he replied. "I am 
in the family of Lady --, and her 
le.dyship's carriage awaits you at the 
end of the lane, unless you prefer walk
ing ; in that case I will send it on to 

2. The 1l8e of Divine means for iii; 
abiding and increase : the reading and 
meditating of the joyous Word of God; 
attendance on joyous ordinances and 
means of grace ; the grateful expression 
of delight by cherishing the spirit 01 
prayer ; and constant prayer that the 
Lord will continue to cause His face to 
shine upon us. (Isaiah lxvi. 7.) There 
will be-

3. Tlw cheeiful exercise of our gifts and 
talents to commend the Savioui· to othei·s. 
This joyous light is to be se_en. It is 
to attract the attention of those seeking 
peace. It is thus a true portraiture of 
the blessedness of religion, and will 
allure those around to go with us on 
the heavenward journey. 

4. Tli:ere will be growing communicatiutt 
with God. In His light we have light. 
Divine blessedness becomes ours by fel
lowship and close communion, so that 
this will become the holy habit of the 
soul 

Application-
I. Do we know the true nature of this 

jey? . 
2. Have we experienced it in our souls? 
3. And do we evidence this by ex

hibiting the other holy fruits of the spirit 
and grace of God ? 

1 announce your coming : the distance is 
about two miles." 

This was spoken in a slightly foreign 
accent, that announced the speaker not 
of English blood ; but there was a sad
ness in the tone that made the preacher 
exclaim, " Her ladyship is not suddenly 
ill, I hope." 

"No, sir, not from any bodily ail
ment, although I fear the soul will soon 
outwear the sheath; but she is in great 
anxiety about her soul, and for two 
whole years has been s,eking peace, and 
has not found it. I heard the last part 
of your sermon, sir, in which you said 
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that Christ would have all the heart or 
none ; and when you pictured the 
glorious freedom of the children of God, 
oh I how earnestly did I pray that grace 
would snap her fett.ers, and allow her 
soul, like the liberated bird of the 
Levitical economy, to go gloriously 
free." 

" Do you then know and love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and have you expe
rienced the blessedness of that saving 
change for which you say you _prayed so 
earnestly for her ladyship?" 

".I_ do, sir; and what is more, I 
belong to a generation of preachers, and 
my native home is Geneva, but I fear 
my Calvinism is too pronounced for her ; 
for you know, sir, in the home of Calvin 
we look for his doctrines to be to us the 
law of life; they mould our character, 
and in many cases it makes us present 

. to you that which appears unamiable 
and unchristian; but," he added, "you 
have few Calvinists in England." 

"Are you then tutor to her ladyship, 
or do you hold a nearer position, that 
you are so interested in her welfare ? " 

"I am her tutor," said he, as with a 
wave of the hand he dismissed the car
riage, evidently anticipating the wish 
of the minister. "I am her tutor, but 
in her case I have failed to impart 
light. Her nature is sentimental, and 
in our rambles we have visited every 
region calculated to inspire emotion ; 
every mountain canton in my own dear 
land, every Helvetic town or city that 

~had a legend or a tradition of heroism 
as the result of faith. We have visited 
the wild, the cultivated; the majesties 
of every nook and pass of holy ground. 
We have wandered among the moun
tains bold and awful ; have spent days 
upon the lakes in dreamy listlessness; 
have admired the beauty and m~•steries 
of the sun, rising and setting, m rosy 
tint and in calm white spectral beautv; 
have read and re-read the works 0of 
Malebranohe, Fenelon, Bossuet, and 
your Puritan fathe1·s, and all in vain. 
Did I say in vain? No! not in vain! 
God does not sleep. He will keep 
watoh for her; she will yet be His." 

The shades of evening were deepening 

ere they reached the Hall, and it was 
with many an earnest prayer the pre(lcher 
crossed the threshold-prayers that the 
comforting spirit of grace might be sent 
on a seared heart, and that sweet peace, 
that blessed legacy of our crncified Lord, 
might be felt. 

He was received by the lady of the 
mansion with a cold stateliness, which 
did not seem to arise so much from a 
lack of the gentler qualities, as from 
irritation at being necessitated to receive 
from the hands of one of the Lord's 
poor that which would have been better 
had it come in the ordinary way and 
from one of the elite. 

"My daughter ha.q been strangely 
affected by what you said to-day. I don't 
know why. She has heard many"
she would have said" better preachers," 
but good taste checked the utterance. 
" She has heard much and read much of 
that which is good, but nothing seems 
to ease her of what she calls her anxiety. 
It was bv foe merest accident we came 
into the" little place where you were 
officiating; the lovely morning had. 
tempted us to walk to K--, but a 
feeling of faintness prevented my g-oing 
further, and we enterfd for a rest." 

"What you call an accident, your 
ladyship, may have been one of God's 
providences, and the rest you sought for 
the body may lead in the end to rest for 
your soul." 

'' That is what I cannot understand. 
I never had a feeling of unrest ; to me 
it is a sign of moral weakness or of ill 
health. I don't understand such things, 
but I must not detain you, as my 
daughter and her tutor will be anxiously 
awaiting you. Yon had better take 
some refreshment, and then her maid 
will introduce yon." 

The room in which he was introdueed 
was well worthy of a visit; it was a 
mental laboratory, where all sorts of 
treatises were tortured with all sorts of 
tests to discover a latent moral poison, 
or to eliminate a gloriol:s truth. The 
walls seemed built of books, illuminated 
mottoes, pictures of saints in every 
form of devotion; collections of rare 
articles from many climes ; grim heads 
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of worthy ecclesiastics; while a stout 
table of medireval make stood in the 
oentre, and on it, in glorious confusion, 
lay abundant proofs of the presiding 
genius /.oci. Illustrations of episcopal 
thrones, stalls, reading-desks, fonts, 
pulpits, faldstools and roodlofts, some of 
them of surpassing beauty, in all con
ceivable forms of shapes, and in the 
best style of the engraver's art; while 
crucifixes and pixes, such as we are 
accustomed to see at the present day, 
were there, displaying high taste in 
design. On sideboard and shelf were 
rich ,ases from the Moors, the majolica 
ware of Italy, the rarest production of 
Palissy and of the Dresden and Sevres 
make. Woodcuts new and old were 
there. It was a miniature collection of 
the fine arts ; it was a spectral, unreal 
image of a truth too deep to be com
prehended. 

''You are amused at my collection. 
A motley one, is it not ? "-and then, 
with a sigh, she added, " a useless one." 

A. pause, a long pause followed, 
broken by the lady, who said, " I forget 
we are strangers, and I must not talk 
to you as I would to Monsignor; but 
you seemed so happy in your affections 
to the Saviour, so certain in your 
utterances, so emphatic in your declara
tions of the fidelity of Christ, that I 
could not forbear the wish to see you. 
Ah, me ! " she said, her whole frame 
quivering with deep emotion, " religion 
has ever been to me an object of terror, 
from which I cannot flee. You are 
probably acquainted with the remark of 
a shrewd controversialist of the Church 
of Rome, who said, 'Give me a child 
until it is twelve years old, and the 
whole world may have it afterwards; 
for let me have the complete catechising 
of the child, and by that age I shall 
have so imbued it and dyed it double
grained with the svstem, that I fear not 
the result afterwards.' This is too true, 
and lifting the Garden of the soul, the 
missal and the breviary, I became 
acquainted with their use at seven, and 
with all the accompanying circum-

stances that are so fitted to impress the 
senses. I have consulted her catechisms, 
looked into and pondered her creeds, 
studied her treatises, worshipped her 
saints ; have been enchanted by her 
music, and awed by her images; have 
shuddered at high mass at the enacting 
of that fearful tragedy where priests are 
the actors, but the awful sacrifice of 
the Incarnate is the theme ; and many 
an hour have I wept and trembled in 
St. Sulpice, longing for the light that 
came not;" 

" I fear," said the preacher, " your 
heart bas been too much like the inn at 
Bethlehem : there has been room and 
welcome for every other guest but 
Jesus. Your case is but an error in 
judgment, but pr;estism is one of the 
most active and potent forms of evil, one 
of the most prolific sources of calamit:y 
to our world. It is based on a lie, and 
reckless of the claims of high moral 
rectitude ; it is the personification of 
selfishness, using the fair name of re
ligion for no other purpose than to 
minister to its own elevation and 
earthly pleasure ; but although you 
spoke of influence of a priestly kind, 
you are no longer under such tyranny. 
I trust your present tutor is not· a 
Papist." 

" Oh no; but I have only exchanged 
a glorious beautiful ideal worship for a 
creed whose precisions make the soul 
shudder, and whose doctrines repel, 
while Monsignor is ever loud in its 
praises, and speaks confidently of its 
power to support and bless. .He is 
always telling me of the sense of the 
Church, of the unanimous consent of 
the fathers, and of the necessity of 
faith." 

The night was far advanced, and 
they were summoned to supper. Then 
with the words of the beautiful 91st 
Psalm resting on their minds, and 
content with the thought that " He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of .the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty," they retired to rest. 

( To be concluded in our June number.) 
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HALF-A-DOZEN WORTH 
PREACHING TO. 

?'HADDEUB CoNOLL: went one Sunday 
mto a church, to•which a new incumbent 
had been lately appointP.d. The congre
gation did not exceed half-a-dozen but 
the preacher delivered himself with as 
much energy and affection as if he were 
addressing a crowded audience. After 
the service he expressed to the clergy
man his wonder that he should preaeh 
so fervently to such a small number of 
people. Were there but one, said the 
preacher, my anxiety for his improve
ment would make me equally energetic. 
The following year, Conolly went into 
the s:i~e church, the congregation was 
multiplied twenty-fold; the third year 
he found the church full. 

CHRIST' BEFORE JEWELS. 
MR. JunsoN tells us of a female convert 
who was very fond of her jewelry yet 
desired to follow Christ. When he a~ked 
her if she was willing to sacrifice them 
for Christ's sake, she was for a time dis
turbed. But at length, taking off the 
ga;v: necklace, which was her special 
P!lde,_ ~he said, with sweet and touching 
s1mphc1ty, "I love Christ more than 
this." 

THE BIBLE IN THE COAL MINE. 

SOME years ago an accident occurred in 
one of _the coal mines of England. In 
that mrne was a good man and his son 
a lad who went to the Sunday-school'. 
TJ:te fa~hei: used to_ carry a Bible about 
with him in the mme to read at leisure 
~omen~s, ~nd his boy having had one 
given him m the Sunday-school did the 
~ame. As they were working together 
in a newly opened section of the mine, 
the father just stepped aside to procure 
a tool, when the arch above them sud
denly fell between him and his son. 
He feared the boy was crushed, and ran 
towards the place, crying " My boy '. 
my boy!" There was no answer. He 
cried again. At last the poor lad re
sponded from under a dense mass of 
earth. and coal. "My boy, are you 
living?" "Yes, father, but my legs 
are under a rock." "Where is your 
lamp, my boy?" "It is still burnin"' 
father." ""What are you doing?" cri;J 
out the father in agony. "I am read
ing my Bible, father," cried the poor 
lad, "and that strengthens me." Soon 
after he had uttered these thrilling words, 
he ·was suffocated, and when picked out, 
his Bible was found by his side. 

!lebiebrs. 

Annie, oi· Heavenly Wisdom. By ANNE 
RICHARDSON. (Morgan and Chase.) 

A CHARMING little book, deserving of a 
large circulation., 

Original Hymns. For Praye:,• Meetings 
and Special Occasions. By ROBERT 
GRACE. (Pewtress and Co.) 

TH11:1 is ~he, second edition, enlarged, of a 
small book of upwards of 240 Hymns of 

very varied merit, but all breathing a 
devout and Christian spirit. 
Four Lectures. On the·Clahns and Wor

ship of Rome. Delivered at Stepney 
Meeting House. By Re ... J OR..', KEN. 
NEDY, M.A. (John Snow.) 

WORTHY of the subjects discussed, and 
creditable both as to the skill and spirit 
of the author. 
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w~s rich, ~nd with her young sons, 
bemg a widow, cnme over to him. 
!>1-istre~s Bradford is extremely particular 
rn. settmg an example herself to nll under 
her_ notice, especially us young folk, of a 
pohte and graceful deportment, and our 
Dame says we cannot well have a better 
pnttern. Moreover, she is a gentlewoman 
of extraordinary bright parts, and our 
Governor, if not able to get as much 
learning as he thirsted for in his early 
youth, made large amends for it after
wards, seeing he is now master of many 
lear::i.ed tongues ; and Mistress Bradford 
is able to hold discourse with him in 
some of them, in a way that even Elder 
Brewster was surprised at. Though 
Master Winslow remarked that in his 
opinion one tongue was quite enough for 
any gentlewoman to be mistress of, and 
may-be her husband might find even 
that a little too much. But any kind of 
I'ecreativeness which the elder folk allow 
themselves is sure to bring a grateful 
comparing of our present comfortable 
condition with what it was upon, and for 
a good while after, our first coming to 
this place, a bitter time indeed, and 
which will never be forgotten by they 
who lived to go through it. Then· as if 

o' purpose to increase nil other miseries, 
perils, and alarms, did the wolves of the 
forest take it into their heads to come 
down and prowl hungrily round our poor 
walks, ay, grew so bold as to thrust their 
sharp noses under the doors of our barely 
thatched common storehouse, where the 
admirablo Master Robert Cushman 
preached the first sermon ever heard 
here in our village of Plymouth, and 
which has since been printed in London, 
and read with edification by most of the 
folk in that grand city, who love that a 
sermon 8hould be as good as 'tis long. 
But these wolves, these dreadful wolves, 
their howling was so loud, that some
times our people mistook it for the roar
ing of lions. Young Mistress Rowland 
remembers well the day when poor 
Master John Goodman, wanting to ex
ercise his feet which were near frozen, 
ventured · some distance from the log
huts, and his sole oompanion was a little 
silken-haired spaniel, the parting gift of 
some sweet English friend, and named 
after her, and whenever Master Good
man came in sight little Nell was as 
sure to follow as a seaman's needle does 
its magnet. 

(To be continued.) . 

J.odrJ!. 

TRIUMPHING OVER TRIALS. 

Oh God, my Father, Lord Most High, 
Maker of heaven, and air, and sky, 
Before Thy throne,-before Thy face 
Give Thy suppliant, Lord, a place, 

I come not beariug ought of mine, 
That Thou canst look at, Lord Divine, 
I have but guilt and sore distress, 
Folly, and shame, and waywardness. 

For if I for a moment thought 
That I to Thee some goodness brought 
'l'hou, then, would all my heart reveal, 
"\_ nd nought of all my sins conceal. 

1 Tim. vi. 15. 
Gen. i. 1. 
Dan. ix. 3. 
2 Chron. vi. 19, 

Rom. vii. 18. 
Lev. x. a. 
Ps. Ii. 5. 
Ps. cvi. 43. 

Gal. iii. 2. 
Luke xviii. HJ. 
,J er. xvii. 9. 
Ps. xix. 12. 
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Thy li,ryht woulcl all my darlcne~s show, 
Ancl cause my unheal'cl wounds to flow; 
My conscience, racked and torn within, 
Woulcl show me all my innate sin. 

Ps. xc. 8. 
ha. i. G. 
Heh. ix. 14. 
Rom. iii. 23. 

I como not seeking ought from Thee, 
But what Thou deemest best for me ; 
Passive I lie before Thy throne, 

2 Cor. xii. 9. 
2 Sam.xxiii. 5. 
Eccles. v. 1. 
Prov iii. 6. Nor thought nor wish of mine to own. 

In early days I thought and willed 
And prayed that all might be fulfilled, 
E'en just as I had asked and sought, 
For no resigning will I brought. 

2 Cbron. xxvi. JG. 
l Chron. xvii. 4. 
Matt. xvii. l!l. 
Jas. iv. 3. 

Afflictions deep, and trials sore, Ps. cxix. 67. 
Lam. iii. 33. 
Ps. xxxi. 10. 
2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Have shown me that I'm weak and poor 
Thou, by these didst my spirit crush, 
And ev'ry wayward thought didst hush. 

For such is the way the saints are led, 
Such is the path they always tread ; 
Thy blood doth all their guilt remo,e, 
'.rrials their.waywardness reprove. 

Acts xiv. 22. 
Heb. xii 10. 
I John i 7. 
l Pet. iv. 12, 13. 

r " IT IS I, BE NOT AFRAID!" 

"Save me, or I perish Lord," 
Peter cried in deep distress, 

"'hen the treach'rous waves berieath 
Taught him all his helplessness. 

Choosii1g thus his faith to prove, 
Christ's strong arm was nigh to aid 

Cheeringly His voice replied-
" It is /, be not afraid !" 

Sorrows come, we wonder why, 
Oft are broken by the blow ; 

Seldom humbling to the God, 
Who in love hath willed it so. 

Yes, in love, for Christ is nigh, 
Those who fully trust to aid; 

Soothingly His accents fall-
,. It is /, be not afraid !" 

As with fire we purge the gold 
From its b:ise alloy and dross ; 

So must each heart be refined 
With life's crucible and cross ! 

"But if in our cares we trust, 
With calm faith our Saviour's aid, 

His sweet voice will soon respond, 
"It is /, be not afraid !" 

W. S. PASS"l"JORF.. 

G. H.J. 

THE STORM AND THE SWORD. 

FOUJ'IDED ON A PASSAGE IN "OLD 
JONATHAl"-,, 

Anom."D the ship the tempest roared, 
The sky was draped in gloom, 

"While one brave officer on board 
Sat calmly in his room ; 

But, by his side, his loving wife 
lnquii-ed, with terror pale-

" Do you not fear the tempest's strife? 
My heart begins to fail." 

The husband rose ; his glittering blade 
He pointed at her breast ; 

"Tell me, my wife, are you afraid?" 
But smiling she confessed : 

"No, for my husband holds the sword." 
''So winds and waves," he said, 

"Are held by my all-gracious Lord, 
Why should I quail with dread?" 

Christian, when trials around thy soul 
Like angry tempests rise, 

They all are under God's control, 
Thv Father, kind and wise. 

Thy i1eavenly Husband holds the sword 
That seems about to kill, 

A11d sure thou art thy loving Lord 
Will never work thee ill. 
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and reading of the Scripture ; the Rev. 
C. Clarke, B.A. offered the ordination 
prayer. An impressive charge was given 
to the minister by the Rev. J. Barnett, 
sen. Rev. Arthur Mursell, of London, 
preached. After the conclusion of the 
sen·ice, a very large company sat down 
to tea in the adjoining schoolrooms. ln 
the evening the Rev. A. Mursell delivered 
bis popular oration on " France under 
the Second Empire " to a crowded au
dience. 

The Rev. H. Watts, formerly of Stan
ningley, near Leeds, was on Monday, 
March 13th, publicly recognised as pastor 
of the church, Sheffield-road, Barnsley. 
The Rev. ·w. Best, B.A. preached on the 
occasion. A public meeting took place 
in the chapel in the evening, under the 
presidency of Mr. Eugene Wood, a 
deacon of the church, who read an inte
resting paper detailing the circumstances 
which led to Mr. Watts' settlement 
amongst them. Mr. Watts having re
plied, addresses were delivered by the 
Revs. H. Marsden, Ja.mes Browne, B.A., 
W. F. Slater, and A. Mackechnie, W. 
Best, B.A., T. Ba.rrass, E. Parker, and 
John Cooke, Esq., of Bradford. 

LYNN.-A public service in recognition 
of the settlement of the Re,. A. T. 
Osborne. as pastor of Stepney chapel, has 
been held. After a tea, which had been 
provided in the schoolroom, the friends 
assembled in the chapel, when Mr. R. 
Vynne, of Swa.ffham, took the chair, 
commencing the evening with a short 
address, and introducing the Rev. T. A. 
Williams, who conducted the devotional 
exercises; after which Mr. Baker, one of 
the deacons, read a statement of facts 
connected with the invitation to Mr. 
Osborne. Mr. Osborne then gave a state
ment of his reasons for accepting the 
invitation. The Revs. P. J. Rollo, A. 
Ransom, and J. Ryan took part in the 
services. The Rev. G. Gould, of Nor
wich, delivered an address" On our Dis
tinctive Position as a Denomination;" 
and the Rev. T. M. Morris, of Ipswich, 
'' On the Relation between Pastor and 
People." The Rev. J. Perry concluded 
the service with prayer. 

ENFIELD.-On March 15th, a meeting 
was held at the Baptist Tabernacle, En
field, in connection with the recognition 
of the Rev. G. W. White, the pastor, a 
etndent from the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon's 

College. After t.ea a public service wa.~ 
held, the chair being taken by the Rev. 
S. J. Smith, B. A. Selections of Scripture 
were read by the Rev. G. Cobb, and 
prayer was offered by the Rev. J. Sutch. 
The deacons stated the circumstances 
which led to the choice of Mr. White, 
and he then gave an account of his con
version, and call to the ministry, The 
chairman, the Revs. G. Rogers, A. G. 
Brown, J. T. Wigner, D. Russell, and 
others took part in the proceedings. A 
purse containing £10 was presented- to 
Mr. White during the evening. 

BRIXHAllr.-On Friday, the 10th, the 
recognition services and public welcome 
to the Rev. J. P. Carey, took place. 
Some 300 persons sat down to tea at the 
Temperance-hall at five p.m. At seven 
p.m., a public meeting, presided over by 
Mr. R. N. Smith, one of the deacons, 
took place in the chapel. Congratulatory 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. G. 
W. Hickson, Rev. E. Webb, Rev. W. 
Mellor, Rev. E. Edwards, Rev. Mr. 
Dowding, Rev. Jones Newton, and the 
pastor, the Rev. J. P. Carey, who passed 
a well-deserved eulogium on his prede
cessor, the Rev. J. Curtis, and· pointed 
out the fact that Mr. Curtis had effected 
much good in the town, especially amongst 
the young men; and had, therefore, left 
him 9,n example worthy of emulation. 
On Saturday evening a tea-meeting for 
the fishermen, prevented by their calling 
from attending the previous day, took 
place in the vestry at the rear of the 
chapel. 

SHACKLEWELL OHil'EL, WELLINGTON· 
ROAD, KDIGSLAND.-The recognition ser
vice of the Rev. T. Wells Cave,- LL.D., 
as minister of Shacklewell Chapel, took 
place on the 5th of April Tea was pro
vided in the adjoining rooms, after which 
a public service was held in the chapel. 
Addresses were delivered by the Revs. 
Jesse Hobson, A. McAusht.ne, and J. H. 
Blake. Some statistics of the present 
state of the church were given, from 
which it appeared that the church and 
Sunday-schools had considerably in
creased since Dr. Cave's settlement, and 
that the various committees and societies 
connected with the cause had been re
organised, and were working much good 
in the neighbourhood. Revs. W. A. 
Blake, R. Wallace, T. G. Atkinson, and 
others, took part in the service. 
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PRESENTATIONS. 

REv. A. R. MORGAN, on resigning the 
pastorate of the Baptist church, Gran
town, Scotland, was presented with a 
valuable gold watch ae an expression of 
the kindly feeling entertained towards 
him by his congregation. 

The King-street Hall, St. Giles's, was 
the scene of a most interesting meeting 
on Wednesday evening, April 5th, when 
a purse containing fifty sovereigns was 
presented to Mr. George Hatton by the 
poor folk attending the hall, as a token 
of their sincere affection. Mr. Hatton 
has been la0ouring very successfully in 
their midst for more than eleven years. 

A meeting was held at the Baptist 
chapel, Lydney, Gloucestershire, on Wed
nesday evening last, to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of the settlement of the Rev. 
M. S. Ridley as pastor of the church. 
During the evening he was presented by 
Mr. T. Sully, on behalf of the church and 
congregation, with a copy of Rain itpon 
the Mown Grass, by the Rev. Samuel 
Martin, together with a purse of £25, as 
a token of the regard of his people. It 
has been decided to commence the new 
chapel at once. A suitable site has been 
secured and paid for, and the treasurer 
has in hand in cash and promises about 
£400. 

ELGIN, ScoTLA.ND.-A deputation from 
the Baptist church and congregation here, 
consisting of Messrs. Urquhart, Stalker, 
and W a.tson, waited on the Rev. Ja.mes 
Macfarlane, lately pastor of the church, 
and presented him with a bank deposit 
receipt amounting, with accrued interest, 
to the sum of £243, being the contribu
tions of friends in Elgin and the south, 
on the occasion of his retiring from the 
pastorate of the church, owing to physical 
inability, from severe and long protracted 
rheumatism, to perform the active duties 
thereof. Thereverendgentleman suitably 
acknowledged the testimonial. The total 
a.mount subscribed was £265, of which 
a.bout £10 were required for incidental 
expenses, and £12 remain as yet unpaid. 

'NEW CHA"PELS. 

LEEDs.-The recently formed church, 
u-nder the pastoral care of the Rev. Ja.mes 

Jack, had to vacate Ann Carr's Chapel 
:'legent-street, on the 14th Febniary last'. 
rn consequence of the notice to quit from 
the Papists expiring on that day. (Jn 
the Sunday evening preceding Mr . .Jack 
preached probably the last Protestant 
sermon that will be delivered in the 
chapel, and on the MGnday eveninD' fol
lowing the church and congregatio; hatl 
a farewell meeting, at which the Revs. 
W. H. Brigg, W. Taylor, and other 
friends gave addresses. At a subseciuent 
meeting it was decided to rent the com
modious building known as Ebenezer 
Chapel, the property of the Methodist 
New Connexion. This Chapel was built 
a.bout 1 i80 for the Baptist church under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. W. Price, 
where he continued to labour faithfully 
for his Master till his death in 1 i 94. 
His remains are interred in the adjoining 
burying ground. Some time after his 
death the church was dispersed, and the 
chapel passed from the Baptists. They 
have once more, however, secured the use 
of it, and it thus again becomes a place of 
worship for Baptists. This chapel, which 
had been closed for a colll!idera.ble time, 
was re-opened on Sunday, March 5. 
The Rev. J. Jack preached in the morning, 
and the Rev. W. Best, B.A., in the 
evening. On the following Tuesday even
ing the Rev. Dr. W. P. Mackay, M.A., 
delivered a very interesting and instruc
tive lecture on "Rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth." 

ARMLEY, L=s.-This chapel, a.notice 
of which appeared in our last number, 
was opened on Wednesday, 8th March, 
when sermolll! were preached by Rev. J. 
R. Chown. In the evening a public 
meeting was held, and addresses delivered 
by Dr. Green, W. T. Adie, E. Parker, J. 
Harper, and others. 

THE opening of a new chapel at Cheam, 
in Surrey, took place on Wednesday, the 
22nd of March. The Rev. C. H. Spur
geon preached. A public meeting was 
afterwards held, the chair being ta.ken by 
William Coils, Esq., of Sutton. The 
pastor, the Rev. John Howard, earnestly 
pleaded for help to raise £50 .• Mr. Spur
geon having promised to add £50, pro
vided the friends raised the collection to 
£50 in a month. The collections of the 
day a.mounted to £22 Ss., with promises 
amounting to £14 !Os. Addresses were 
given by the chairman, the Rev. W. 
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Boardman, Joseph Shaw, \V. Mayo, and 
others. 

On Tnesday, March 21st, services were 
held in connection with the opening of a 
new chapel at Harston, near Cambridge. 
In the afternoon a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. T. \V. Handford, the Rev, 
\\T. Robinson offering the dedicatory 
prayer. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, presided over by the Rev. W. 
Robinson, and the meeting was addressed 
by the Revs. G. H. Davies, J. P. Camp• 
bell, B. J. Evans, W.C. Ellis, J. M'Lune 
Uffen, and the pastor, S. H. Akehurst. 
About t66 were realised by the day's 
proceedings. The building, which is really 
a model village chapel, was designed by 
Morgan H. Da\'ies, Esq., of Abingdon, 
and has cost about £800, and in a few 
days is expected to be entirely free of 
debt. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

RISTON, CA...'CBS.-On Good Friday the 
anniversary was held of the settlement 
of Rev. Wm. Piggott as pastor of this 
church. Rev. W. C. H. Anson preached 
in the afternoon. A large number of 
friends from neighbouring villages sat 
down to tea ; and in the evening a public 
meeting was held under the presidency 
of the pastor, who stated that the con
gregation had improved, and that im
provements had been made in the 
comforts and secnrity of the chapel and 
premises. Twelve members had been 
received into the Church-eight from 
other Churches, and four by baptism. 
During the year two other villages, 
besides Riston and Impington, had been 
regularly visited, and tracts lent from 
house to house. Suitable addresses were 
afterwards given by the Revs. G. Sear, 
.J. W. Howell, J. P. Campbell, and 
\V. C. H. Anson. 

OcKINGTON, CHELTENIIAM.-On Good 
Friday the annual Tea Meeting was held 
in this village, when a large number 
were present from Cheltenham, as well 
as from the immediate neighbourhood. 
Addresses were delivered by Pastor W. 
.Jackson, Messrs. Cole, Wynn, Cook, 
.foyner. and Limerick.. There is much 
need for a chapel to accommodate the 
congregations that meet in a private 

house, aml it is probable that ground 
and funds will be forthcomin~ shortly. 

Anniversary and recorit1on services 
were held in Pontypoo Sion English 
Chapel on Sunday and Monday, the 19kb 
and 20th inst. On Sunday the Rev. J. 
J<'orth, of Colhunpton, Devon, late pastor 
of the church, preached three sermons. 
On Monday a meeting was held for the 
purpose of recognihing Rev. D. Davies as 
pastor of the church. Mr. Dsvies pre
sided. A letter, expressive of regret at 
unavoidable absence, and sympathy with 
the object of the meeting, was read from 
Re,·. Dr. Thomas, president of Pontypool 
College, and addresses were delivered by 
Revs. J. Harding, Wesleyan; J. Williams, 
Pontheer; W. M. Lewis, M.A., classical 
tutor of Pontypool College; and Joseph 
Forth, Collumpton. 

At a meeting held in the Baptist 
chapel, Great Berkhampstead, on Good 
Friday, the Rev. J. Lawton, the pastor, 
who presided, stated that £40 10s. had 
been raised during the past . year on 
behalf of the chapel building fund, which 
left about £100 for them to raise, which, 
in the next two years, he trusted they 
should be able to do. The meeting was 
addressed by the Rev. Isaac Preston, of 
Halifax (late of Chesham), Rev. E. Dyson, 
of Long c~endon, and the Rev. A. Dyson, 
of Haddenham, Bucks. 

LONDOK BAPTIST AssOCIATION.-The 
usual quarterly meeting of the pastors 
and delegates of this association was held 
on Tuesday, 4th April, in the Downs 
Chapel, Upper Clapton. The Rev. F. 
Tucker, B.A., presided. The morning 
meeting of pastors commenced at eleven 
o'clock with a devotionel service. A 
paper was read by the Rev. U._ Davis, 
B.A., on "The recurrence of large ad
ditions to the churches," which was 
followed by an interesting discussion 
and a vote of thanks to the author. 
Dinner was served in the schoolroom, 
after which a vote of thanks was pro
posed by Dr. Brock to the officers of the 
church, whose hospitality they had en
joyed, and carried. The Rev. T. V. 
Tymms, pastor of the church, respon~ed. 
In the afternoon an address was g1ven 
by the Rev. D. Katterns, of Mare-stre~t, 
Hackney, vice-president of the associa
tion, on "The Present Condition of the 
Denomination in London,'' and discussion 
followed. Dr. Brock propo11ed a vote of 
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thanks, which was heartily carried, to 
Mr. Katterns, who had prepared his 
paper at a short notice, in consequence 
of the ill-health of the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon, who had been announced to 
deliver an address on this subject. The 
chairman explained the action of the 
committee respecting the new chapel for 
the present year. Upon his recommenda
tion, and that of the treasurer, Mr. 
Harvey, it was decided that £1,000 be 
granted towards the erection of a new 
chapel in the Wandsworth-road, to he 
built by Mr. Spurgeon and his friends. 
It was also unanimously resolved that 
the £900 forming the Salter's legacy, 
now due, be devoted to the·erection of a 
new chapel in New Barnet. In the 
evening addresses were delivered at a 
public meeting by the Rev. W. A. 
Mayers. W. G. Lewis, and H. Platten. 

At East Parley, near Christchurch, 
Hants, a Baptist church has existed, 
and enjoyed a good measure of prosperity 
for. the last forty years. Until 1863 the 
Baptist chapel was the only place of 
worship in the village. In this year a 
school church· was built by the High 
Church party in the neighbourhood, and 
every endeavour which bigotry and in
tolerance could employ was resorted to 
to crush the Dissenting interest, and 
drive its supporters out of the place. In 
pursuance of this object the pastor was 
evicted a short time since from the 
•chapel-house, which had been occupied 
by the ministers officiating at the chapel 
for the last thirty years, but which be
longs to a Churchman, a friend of the 
parson. And the chapel, which is life
hold, will be taken away, as sooll as two 
-0ld lives, one aged seventy-four and the 
other seventy-six, shall cease. The 
pastor and church are therefore anxious 
to provide another chapel, in which to 
worship when their present one shall be 
taken from them. Contributions to 
assist them in this emergency are 
earnestly solicited, and will be thank
fttlly received by the pastor, H. V. Gill, 
-Christchurch, Hants, the Rev. J. B. 
Burt, Beaulieu, Southampton, or the 
Rev. Fred. 'frestrail, Newport, Isle of 
Wight. 

VAUXHALLBAPTISTCIIAPEL.-A bazaar 
was held in the above place on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, the 10th, 
11th, and 12th of April, in aid of the 

funds of the school, recently erected. 
The bazaar was to have been opened by 
C. H. Spurgeon ; hut, he being ill, his 
brother, James A. Spurgeon, gave a very 
appropriate address. A hymn was sung, 
and G. Hanbury, Esq., addressed a few 
words to the friends, and afterwards 
purchased liberally from all the stalls. 
The pastor, G. Hearson, made a state
ment regarding the rise and growth of 
the school. 

The room is large, and is a neat an,1 
convenient place. It was gaily decorated 
with flags, mottos, &c. There were nim, 
stalls, well furnished with goods, both 
useful and ornamental. Evidently those 
friends who furnished and conducted 
them were worthy of all praise. The 
amount realised was £40. We arr, 
pleased to say this result was attained 
without resorting to lotteries or gambling 
of any sort. 

COWES, ISLE OF WIGHT.-The anni
versary services in connection with the 
above were held in the Forester's Hall. 
12th March. Sermons were preached by 
Rev. J. H. Cooke. In the evening a te.c 
and public meeting was held, when ad
dresses were delivered by Rev. G. Sparks. 
pastor, W. Durban, F. Edwards, J. Hall. 
C. Bentley, and others. 

NEWFORT, 11/foNMOUTHSHIRE. -Anni
versary services of Stow Hill Chapel. 
Newport, were held on Sunday. April 9th, 
when Rev. T. w~. Medhurst, of Land port. 
preached three sermons. On Monday 
evening, April 10th, Mr. Medhurst de
livered his popular lecture, entitled. 
"Happy Homes, and how to make them.'" 
Rev. D. Evans, pastor of the church. pre
sided, and Revs. Davies and Edwaru., 
took part in the proceedings. Special 
services were conducted by Mr. Medhurs; 
during the remainder of the week : ou 
Tuesday 11 th for the unconverted ; \'1 ed
nesday 12th for the children of Christian 
parents, and servants in Christian fami
lies; 13th for the anxious ; 14t1i, :t 
closing sermon on '' A great truth spoken 
in malice. 

GREAT S.nIPFORD, EssRx. - Special 
services were held on Good Friday, towel· 
come Mr. C. Chapman (who has recently 
accepted the pastorate). In the after
noon a sermon was preached by the Rm . 
J. Lazzell, after which 300 friends sat 
down to tea. In the evening a public· 
meeting was held undei· the presideney 
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of J. R. Cowell, Esq., Rev. ,v. Lloyd, 
Rev. J. Lazzell, and the pastor, took part 
in the proceedings. 

Y ARCOMBE, DEvo-:-..-The anniversary 
services in connection with the cause in 
this place were held on Good Friday. 
The Re,·. "'· Page, B.A., preached in 
the afternoon. After tea a public meeting 
was held, and addresses delivered by the 
Rev. ·w. E. Foote, E. Peacock, W. Page, 
and others. There was a good attendance 
at the varied ser,·ices. Through the 
earnest labours of Mr. W. Fry the cause 
has reg~ined much of its original unity 
and life. The past year has been one of 
marked success. 

LLANDILO, MORIAH CHAPEL. -The 
friends connected with this interest, held 
their annual tea-meeting on Good Friday. 
About 200 persons partook of tea. After 
the tea, a very interesting lecture was 
delivered by Rev. D. Howell, on' 'There's 
Better Time Coming." Several pieces 
and choruses were sung at intervals by 
the Erwood choir. The chair was occu
pied by Rev. G. H. Llewellyn, minister of 
the place. On Ea.ster Monday, at the 
same place, the usual treat was given to 
the Sunday-school scholars; a sermon 
was delivered by Rev. D. Howell to the 
young people, founded on Lam. iii. 27. 

BRIGHTON EBENEZER CHAPF.L, RICH· 
MOND-HILL.-The seventeenth anniver
sary of Mr. Atkinson's pastorate was 
celebrated on Good Friday. About 200 
friends sat down to tea. In the evening, 
a public meeting was held, the pastor 
presiding. Addresses were delivered by 
the brethren Taylor of Portslade, and S. 
Milner, Keppel-street, London, and the 
chairman. At the conclusion of the 
meeting. the anthem. " How beautiful 
upon the mountains," and·" Jerusalem 
my glorious home," were admirably ren
dered by the choir. 

BAPTISMS. 
Adullum, Painscastle.-March 26, One, by G. H. 

LleweU yn, Erwood. 
.Aberchirder, Ba.n:ffshire, N.B.-Feb. 3, One, by 

J.Ro.e. 
&xley. Trinity.-March 28, Two, by W. Fiith. 
hardu:e/1, Snf!olk.-Sunday, April 2, Six, by W. 

Co:ff. of l.1ury, for the pastor John Barrett. 

Brighton, Ebene,et'.-M!Ll'Ch 30, Two, by Mr. 
Atkinson. 

Sus.,e.,,-,t,.e,1.-March 27, Two, by Mr. Grover. 
.BnU11t,·ee, CoggesllnJl-road\-Ap1il 21 'rwo, by 

S. Hn,wkes. 
Camfway, Chaltonho..m.-Oct. Tllree; Dec. Ono; 

April, Fout'; One slstel' 82 years of 1Lgo, by W. 
Jackson. 

llorking.-March 22, Six, by T. Wheatley. 
Exeter, Bnrtholomew-stroet.-April 91 Four, by 

Dr. Coopet' t.ho pllStor. 
Em•l's Colne.-April lG, Six, by the pastor, J. 0. 

Wells. 
Esher.-Nov. 6, One; March 261 Three, by J.E. 

Perrin. 
G.-anlham, Who.rf-roo.d.-April 5, Eight, lly the 

pastor, G. B. Bowler. 
Great Grimsby, Upper Burgese-street.-April lG 

Four. by E. Lauderdale. 
H,llsley, Gloster.-April 9, Three, by W. H. 

Buller. 
Lincoln, Mint--l1LOe.-March 28. Ten, by R. L. 

Mc Don,,aall. 
Luton, Park-street.-Mo.rch 23, Twelve, by J. 

W. Genders. 
Metropolitan District-
Batte,·sea-park.-March 1, Three; March 20. 

Eight, by W. J. Mayers. 
Joh:n-street, Edgwn.re-road.-March 30, Two, by 

J. 0. Fellows. 
Vauxhall.-Mo.rch 26, Four, by G. Heo.rnon. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Mo.rch 20, Four~en 

March 23, Twelve, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
Neath, English Church.-Feb. 23, Eight; March 

19, Eight, by A. F. Mille. 
O.rford, Commercial-road Cho.pel-Mrurch 26 

Five, by George Hill, Pastor. 
Pondesbury.-April 2, Two; April 6, Two, by 

Thome.e Evans. 
Peterborough, Tabernacle, Westga.te.-Match fi, 

One; March 26, Two, by C. T. Johnson. 
Lousley-,.ow.-Marcb 18, One, by C. T. Johnson. 
Portsmouth, Landport, Lake-road.-March 29, 

Six, by T. W. Meclhurst. 
Ridaings, Derbyahire.-March 26, Nine, by the

Paator. William Crick. 
Stratford-on-A-,,on.-April :;, Four, by Edmund 

Morley. 
To,-quay, Upton-vale.-April 2, Three, by E. 

Edwards. 
Wolrerhampton, Waterloo-road . ._ N oV ~ 27, 

Three; March 26, Two, by J. Stuart. 
Woodfonl, Nortllampton.-April 2, One, by T. J. 

Bristow. . 
Yarcombe, Devon.-March 26, Three, by W. 

Fry. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
IT is with sincere regret we announce 

the sudden death of the Rev. J. KEED, 
the energetic and much-beloved pastor of 

-the Baptist church, Acton, which took 
place early on Tuesday, April 11, after 
an illness of only a few days. The 
deceaserl gentleman, during his residence 
at Acton, collected aroun.d him a numc-
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rous and influontial congregation, and by 
his persevering efforts in the cause, was 
instrumental in raisin~ considerable sums 
towards the liquidation of the debt on 
the chapel, incurred by its complete reno
vation. His preaching was of that earnest 
and heart-stirring character that invari
ably commands attention; and by his 
unvarying kindness and geniality of 
temper he was respected and beloved by 
all who knew him. 

1 t appears our brother was .first at
tacked on Sunday morning, April 2nd, 
with a severe chill .fit, followed by fever. 
When, however, this paroxysm was over, 
he .anxiously desired to fulfil his duties 
in the pulpit, especially as he had pre
pared a sermon on a given subject-one 
of a series on the life of Abraham. Just 
before the morning service he walked to 
the chapel with difficulty, and sa.t in the 
vestry till the preliminary service wa.s 
over. He then preached with much 
energy and feeling, in consequence of 
which he was exhausted when he reached 
his home. At .five o'clock he was attacked 
with a second chilly tit, which was con
sidered premonitory of severe illness, 
and medical assistance was at once called 
in. Erysipelas then set in, followed by 
diptheretic sore throat, which was of so 
severe a character that he never rallied, 
and, although two physicians were at 
once summoned, and everything possible 
was done to save his life, he passed away 
-0alrnly and peacefully. He appeared fully 
aware that his end was approaching, as 
he hailed it as the commencement of a 
glorious and blessed day. The sudden 
death of their beloved pastor has cast a 
deep gloom over the congregation, and 
indeed the whole town of Acton. The 
funeral se1·vice was held at tbe chapel, 
Church-road, on Saturday, April 15th, 
when the Rev. W. G. Lewis, the Rev. F. 
Tucker, and others took part. The burial 
afterwards took place at the Hanwell 
Cemetery. The funeral sermons were 
preached on Sunday, April 23rd, by the 
Rev. W. G. Lewis and J. Clifford. 

REv. BENJAMIN Ev.rns, D.D., who has 
been for many years known to a large 
section of tho religious world, died very 
suddenly, at Soarborough, on Thursday, 
6th April. He was sitting at home with 
his family about ten o'clock, when he 
;ell back in his ch'!.ir, and expired in 
a few minutes. The reverend gentleman 

had been in a delicate state of health a 
considerable time. A few years a.go he 
was attacked with paralysis, and he has 
long suffered from an affection of the 
heart, which compelled him some years 
since to resi~ the pastorate of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church at Scarborough. 
He was thirty-eight years its minister, 
and was in the sixty-eighth year of hia 
age. Dr. Evans .first visited Scarborough 
in 1825, as a student from college, to sup
ply thP, pulpit of the Rev.Joseph Forstu. 
then minister of the Baptist church 
above named. At Mr. Forster's death, 
Mr. Evans received an invitation to the 
pastorate, which he accepted. A short 
time aftt:r his becoming settled in Scar
borough, he took a very active and pro
minent pa.rt in establishing there a branch 
or auxiliary of the Religious Tract So
ciety, and remain~d its secretary up to 
the time of his death, during a period of 
thirty years. 

Died at Westby Leigh, 1Vilts, after 
three week's illness, February 4, 1871, 
ELIZABETH CECJLLIA, ydungest daughter 
of Robert H. and Sarah Reeves, aged 
fourteen vears. The deceased had been 
a scholar· in the Sunday-schools, West
bury Leigh, Wilts and Stroud, from her 
childhood, and from the testimony she 
left, her parents have the hope she is 
gone to be with Jesus. 

The Rev. BENJAMl.c'f Gomn:., D.D .. 
died early on Monday, February 20th, at 
Crow Trees, Rawdon, near Leeds, the 
residence of his son, Mr. Alderman God
win, of Bradford. The deceased, who 
had reached the age of eighty-five years, 
was a distinguished minister in the Bap
tist body, and had in the days of his 
vigour laboured with much zeal in con
nection with the anti-slavery movement 
and the cause of Reform. At one time 
he was classical tutor at the Baptist 
College, then situated at Great Horton, 
but since removed to Rawdon. For 
thirteen or fourteen years he was pastor 
of Sion Chapel, Brailford, now occupied 
by the Rev. Mr. Chown, an,l afterwards 
held a pastorate at Oxford. Since 18~Li 
he has resided at Bradford, where he took 
an active interest in all the local edu,m
tional and philanthropic institutions. Dr. 
Godwin had a considerable re1>utation for 
ability and learning, and was the authoi· 
of several books. 

A short time ago it was announced that 
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the Rev. C. J. MIDDLEDITCH, of Blockley, 
was seriously ill with an attack of erysipe
liis, but that the more alarming symptoms 
were subdued; and yet it was hoped he 
would recover, although it would be a 
,•onsiderable time before he could resume 
his ministerial duties. It is now our 
painful duty to state that a severe attack 
of inflammatory rheumatism followed, 
leading to painful complications, attended 
with much pressure Oil the brain, which 
in great measure destroyed consciousness 
and ended in his death Oil Friday, 3rd 
:Vlarch. at eight p.m. The funeral took 
place at Blackley on Tuesday following. 
.\fr. Middleditch directed that his funeral 
sermon should be preached by his friend 
and neighbour, Rev. G. M'Michael, of 
Bourton-on-thc-\Vater, on Sunday morn
ing following. 

THE REV. "\V. HERITAGE.-Another of 
our brethren has passed away. Mr. 
11iddleditch, of Blackley, has been 
•1uickly and unexpectedly followed by 
Mr. Heritage, of Canterbury. Mr. Heri
tage succeeded Mr. Kirtland in 1865, and 
after a pastorate of five and a half years, 
he has been suddenly cut off. He con
ducted the missionary prayer-meeting in 
his own place of worship on Monday, 
March 6th. The next day he was slightly 
indisposed, and had a restless night. 
Wednesday saw him downstairs, and his 
medical adviser was sent for. On Thurs
day he expired. " The righteous dieth." 
Our departed brother was a man of large 
sympathies and public spirit, and iden
tified himself heartily with all Noncon
formist and patriotic movements. The 
denominational missionary societies have 
lost a warm friend and an active sup
porter. Mr. Heritage was a good man 
and an attractive preacher.-Freeman. 

On February 8th, the Rev. JoHN Grn
~ON, nearly twenty years pastor of the 
.Baptist Church, West Drayton, He re
tired from his ministry about three years 
since, and at int~rvals suffered from 
failing health. His removal at length 
was almost sudden, in a few hours from 
the time he was seized, having passed 
away. The event was improved to a 
large and attentive congregation, on the 
~unday week following, by the Rev. W. 
Pel'l'att. 

On Wednesday morning, February 22, 
1871,Mr.CHARLESP. HEDITCH, a member 
of Lake-road Chapel, Landport, entered 

into rest, aged 28 years, Onr brother 
was for some time past a relieving-officer 
of the Portsea Islalld Union, and was 
much respected by all who knew him. 
He was followed to the grave by his 
brother relieving officers, the chairman 
and vice-chairman, and several members 
of the Board of Guardians, the master of 
the Union, and other officials. There 
was a large concourse of friends at the 
grave, where the Rev. T. W. Medhurst gave 
an interesting address on the necessity of 
a preparation for an eternal world. On 
Sunday evening, February 26, Mr. Med
hurst preached a funeral sermon at Lake
road chapel from the words, "For so an 
entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of om· Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."-
2 Peter i. 11. The chapel was crowded 
in all parts. Our brother was taken 
from us very suddenly, after only two 
weeks' illness. Be ye, dear readers; also 
ready. 

February 20, at Syston, near Leicester, 
the Rev. ROBERT JOHN WILKINSON, for 
two years pastor of the Baptist church 
in that town. A man whose departure 
from our midst demands more than a 
simple record. It is now somewhat over 
two years since Mr. Wilkinson, then a 
student in the Metropolitan College, was 
unanimously invited to take the oversight 
of the newlv-formed church in that vil
lage. When he came to Syston he found 
a few members, who were dismissed from 
the church, worshipping in Belvoir,street, 
Leicester, under tbe pastoral care of the 
Rev. J. P. Mursell. He commenced his 
labours right earnestly, seeking to orga
nise the forces at his command that he 
might bring them to bear on the sur
rounding population. His pulpit mini
strations bore evidence of conscientious 
care in preparation, while the vigorous 
thought and earnest enunciation of truth 
were, under the Divine blessing, a power 
for good. Under his judicious oversight 
the Sunday-school greatly prospered, and 
a Bible-class, instituted ancl presided over 
by himself, has been the means of train
ing many young people in the knowledge 
of the truth, several of whom have made 
a public profession of Jesus Christ. His. 
memory will long be fragrant to those 
who knew him, while his more immediate 
friends mourn the loss of a brother greatly 
belo,•ed. 
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"BRIEF LIFE IS HERE OUR PORTION."• 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, DY C. H. SPURGEON. 

'' Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days what it is ; that I 
may know how frail I am."-Psalm xxxix. 4. 

AcconnrNG to the judgment of Calvin, and some of the ablest commentators, there 
is a kind of pettishness in this verse. The context appears to imply that David had 
grown impatiimt under the chastening hand of God. Job, under similar circum
stances, longed to accomplish as a hireling his day, and sought the repose of the 
grave, and so the Psalmist inquires how much longer he has to bear the ills and griefs 
of life, or when the goal shall be reached. But I am sure it is not for any of us to 
upbraid the Psalmist, for what is his impatience compared with ours? When I 
read of Elijah casting himself under the,juniper tree, saying, "Let me die, I am 
no better than my fathers! "-should I wonder at the weakness of so great a man, 
it is only because he is great. No doubt that kind of weakness has seized us all, 
we have every now and then expressed a longing to depart: not so much, I fear, 
because of our eagerness to be with Christ, as because we have grown weary with 
the trials, the services, and the sufferings of this poor wilderness. Well, if we are 
the subjects of the same infirmity as these godly men of old, we must flee where 
they fled for strength to grapple with these infirmities and overcome them. We 
must look to the strong for strength, and pray God to work in us that ripe fruit 
of patience so rare and yet so precious, for it greatly glorifies God wherever it is 
brought forth. 

David here asks the Lord to be his teacher. Observe the words, "Make me to 
know;" that is to say, "Instruct me, let me be the scholar, and do Thou con
descend to my ignorance and weakness, and teach me." What, but did not 
David know his end ? Did he not know the measure of his days ? Was his frailty 
a secret that he could ,not discover? We may be sure that he knew it in part; 
knew it peradventure in that superficial manner many of us assent to moral and 
spiritual truths,, with little understanding, and no appreciation. But he wanted to 
know it after a more perfect way; he would apprehend it with that spiritual 
enlightenment which God alone can communicate. Upon the biscuits at the 
-0hina factories you have perhaps seen an impression produced; the inscription 
is to be there in future; that is like common knowledge. Have you after
wards seen that piece of china, when it has passed through the oven, has been 
baked, and comes forth with what you saw there superficially, baked into its 
very substance? Such should be our prayer, that what we know as upon the 
surface may be burned into our innermost consciences, may become indelibly a part 
of our own selves. Lord, not only make me to know, but make me to know by 
Thine own divine art; burn it into me ; make me to know mine end and the 
measure of my days. 

Observe the condescension of God, that we are allowed to ask Him to teach us 
such a lesson as our frailty. And mark the proof of our own ignorance, and our 
own forgetfulness, that we can not even learn this lesson without God doth 
teach us. And must He make us to know ? We need that our minds should be 
renewed as it were by a creative or a regenerating process ; else we shall fail to 

"' This Sermon being Copyright, th.e right of reprinting and translating is reserved, 
No, 151, NEW SERIES. 
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discern the very simplest truths. Confessin"' our ignorance, let us go to God with 
the prayer of the Psalmist, and He will ans;er us. 

There are, then, three things which Psalmist wishes to know: his end, the 
measure of his days, and g1·owing out of these, a just estimate of his own frailty. 
May the Lord teach us to profit while we meditate upon them! 

I. "Lord, make me to know mine end." Do we know this already? If 
,ou do, let your pure minds be stirred up by way of remembrance. The certainty 
of your end-try to know that by grasping the fact, and letting the truth of it 
affect your souls. Yes, I must die, unless the Lord should come, and I should be 
caught up together with the saints in the air. I must reach the terminus of this 
mortal life as other men, on the couch of weakness and the bed of death. I must 
die. There is ~o discharge in this war. There is no possibility of your having 
an everlasting life here. You do~•t desire it if you are Christians, neither could 
you have it if you did desire it; a time will come when you must depart. Think 
then, dear brethrcn-commonplaces wiU be useful to you. Let it pass over your 
soul, that for you the funeral bell must toll, for you the grave be digged, for you are 
the winding-sheet and the cerements of the tomb, for you "earth to earth, and 
dust to dust, and ashes to ashes," as sure as you are a man. Being born mortal, 
you must die. The Lord make you to know this! You must die, not another 
for you; you must gather up your feet into the bed, and like old Jacob, pass 
across the stream, the narrow stream of death. You, though now in the prime of 
life, or in the gaiety of childhood; you who have escaped so many accidents, and 
are now ripe and mellow in the quietude of old age; the dearest friend and com
panion cannot be a sponsor for you. When the call shall come, your pitcher 
must be broken at the fountain, and your wheel at the cistern, and you, in your 
own proper :flesh and blood, must pass away, and your disembodied spirit must 
stand before God. Forget not, then, the certainty, or the personality of it. 

It shall be conclusive, "Make me to know mine end." It shall not be a, 
halt, but a finale ; not a starting on the road, but a termination of the great 
journey of life; "mine end," mine end for all things beneath the sun, the end 
of my sin as far as this world is concerned, and the end of my service of 
Almighty God ; the end of all my opportunities of doing good, of my occasions of 
getting good; mine end, so that whatever after is done under the sun, I shall have 
no share nor interest in it. The living know that they must die, but the dead 
know not anything; other saints walk over their graves, nations rise and fall, con
vulsions shake the most bolid empires, all things change ; but there beneath the sod 
they slumber on ; their memory and their love are lost, alike " unknowing and 
unknown." Certainly we shall come to an end; certainly I myself shall come to 
that end, and when my death comes it will for this life and this mortal state be a 
veritable end which I cannot pass. . 

While musing on our end the accompaniments of our end may well excite 
passing reflection. In all probability, brothers and sisters, though we know not 
what may come to us, our departure out of this life will be attended with the same 
langour and prostration we have witnessed in the case of others. We may expect 
the sick bed, the days of pain and the sleepless nights which are the pre
monitions of decease. We may ima!("ine for ourselves what :Ve _have so often 
seen among our kinsfolk and acquaintance, the family gathered m sil_ent wa~chful
ness, and the weeping children summoned to give the parting kiss, while the 
hot tears fall on the blanched cheeks of the departing. We can ~icture it a~l ~o 
our mind8 ; it may be well we should, and make a rehearsal of it too, for it 1s 
probable enough that so it may come. We are not sure that we shall take so 
deliberate a leave of the world. It may happen to us in the crowded streets; our 
end may come to us as we go by the way. That however rather strikes us as the 
course of nature, when there is the taking down of the tent, the folding up of the 



" BRIEF LIFE JS HERE OUR PORTION." 143 

canvass, the putting away of each pin and pin-hold, and so we shall be removed as 
a shepherd's tent. Then will come a leaving of all earthly things: your shutters 
wjll be put up by somebody else ; your books will be no more kept by you; you 
will have struck the balance for the last time. Some other hand must go out to 
earn the children's bread now that the father is gone. Some other woman's tender 
care must watch over the little one~, now that the mother is no more. And the 
time must come when the ri@h man shall bid farewell to his parks and lawns, when 
he must bid farewell to his mortgages, to his bonds, his deeds, and his estates ; and 
the poor man, who may perhaps find it as hard, must bid farewell to the cottage 
and the hearth, and all that made life dear to him. There will be a parting time 
for each of us, and the Lord make us to anticipate it! In connection with this it 
is probable there will be many regrets to all of us. I hope when we come to die it 
will be no question as to whether we are saved or not. But even to a saved man 
there arises this thought: "Oh, that I had glorified God more! Oh, that I had 
devoted of my substance, and of my time, and of my talents, more to my master's 
service! I can no more feed the hungry, or clothe the naked, or teach the ignorant. 
Oh, that those golden opportunities had been seized more eagerly, and employed 
more industriously by me; but now my time for service here is over, and I am 
mourning the scantiness of my life-work, and I cannot amend that which is faulty 
or supply that which is laeking." Our end, beloved, will be the end of all our 
Christian labour here below: no going to your Sunday-school class any more; 
no coming again of the preacher to his rostrum, no standing here to admonish 
or to console. No more will the corner of the street listen to your voice, my 
brother, in your earnest evangelising; no longer can thy hand be outstretched 
to distribute the Word which tells of the great Saviour and the good ShP-pherd
our Lord Jesus Christ. On that bed you will be taking leave of all your Christian 
service, and if ought has been left undone there will then be no opportunity 
to complete it. Depend upon it-and it is wise to look forward to the event
our end will be no child's play. We may often smile and sing about death, 
and long for evening to appi:oach, that we may rest with God; but it is at 
the same time a most solemn thing. The best way to deal with it is to die daily, 
to go down to Jordan's brink and bathe every morning in that death-stream,till 
death shall be as familiar as life, till you shall come to think of it with daily 
expectation. Yet at times we almost wonder that we are lingering here, for we 
are expecting to be called away to dwell in the land of the living, where there is 
no more death, nor sorrow, nor sighing. 

Then, again, it will be well for us to be made to know our end in all its results. 
Although it is called our end, yet surely it is, strictly speaking, a great beginning, 
a more true beginning, I was about to say, even than our first birth. The moment 
a man dies, then enters he upon the most solemn part of his existence. Make me, 
Lord, to know what it will be after this my departure ; what will then happen 
to me. Come, let me reflect. My soul must wing her way without the body up 
to the throne of God, and there at once receive the preliminary sentence, the fore
cast of the sentence of the last tremendous day. "Committed for trial," to lie 
in durance vile without the body till the resurrection trump, or be admitted into 
glory, such as that glory can be without the body, until the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, and the trump of the archangel, and the 
voice of God. Which will it be with me? Ask this, dear hearers, and ask thy 
God to make thee to know which it shall be,-thy spirit rejoicing in the presence 
of Christ thy Saviour, far from the world of grief and sin, with Goel eternally 
shut in; or shall it be thy spirit mocking amongst kindred miserablcs in th'l pit 
that hath no bottom, where the iron key is turned, and through the door of which 
there can be no escape? Which shall it be with thee? When thou thinkest of 
thine end, remember one of these must be thy portion, heaven or hell. Then come~ 
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the dny of judgment and of the resurrection. The clarion, clear nnd shrill, shall be 
sue~ as waketh ~ai:i not for battle, nor sleepers ~or the fray ; it shall wake the long· 
buried from their silent graves, and they shall nse from sea and land an cxoeedino
gre.at_multitude; then. shall the great white throne be set, and the books bcopenel 
This is the end God will haye you to know. Oh! seek to know it. When that book 
is opened, and Christ shall read with eyes of fire, and with n voice of thunder, 
what shall the Lord award you? Will He turn to the pnge and say, "Illotted out 
with My blood are all the transgressions that were once recorded here, and therefore 
there is nothing now to read, except thnt which is the nward of My chosen. I was 
hungry, and thou gavest Me meat; I was thirsty, and thou gavest Me dl'ink; sick 
and imprisoned, and thou ministeredst unto Me; come ye blessed;" or will it be to see 
the page turned over,. and to hear the voice declare, "I was an hungered, and ye 
gave Me no meat; thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink." Will it be a record all of 
sin and not of virtue, with the accompanying sentence, "Depart ye cursed into 
everlasting fire P" "Lord, make me to know mine end,"and let not mine end be 
to be banished for ever with the wicked ; gather not my life with sinners, nor my 
soul with bloody men; cast me not away from Thy presence; banish me not from 
Thy mercy; shut me not up in the lowest pit; condemn me not to eternal destruc
tion from the presence of the Lord. "Make me to know mine end," and·let this 
be the end, to be with Christ where He is, to behold His glory, the glory which 
Thou gavest Rim from before the foundation of the world. . 

It seems to me that, when David prayed that he might be made to know his 
end, he well knew these were the accompaniments ; but the way in which he 
wished to be made to know them was that he might be made to believe in them 
:firmly, so as to realise them vividly, look upon them, not as fictions, myths, and 
traditions, but as realities; that he might be made to know them, so as to meditate 
upon them, to have his mind exercised constantly about them; that he might be 
made to know them so as to be prepared for them, and to set his house in order, 
becaUBe he must die and not live, preparing to meet his God; and, above all, that 
he might know his end, by having a full assurance of being saved in Christ Jesus, 
so that his end should be everlasting peace. " Mark the perfect man, -and behold 
the upright, for the end of that man is peace." Oh that we might, while mentioning 
such men, become such men ourselves, and know that our end shall be peace, 
through Jesus Christ ! 

In the second part of the prayer David says, " Make me to know the measure 
of my days." It is a very humbling thing to recollect that our days have a 
measure. Iii the Latin there is a proverb, ".A.spoor men count their sheep," and 
it is only because we are so poor in life, that we are able to measure our days. 
God's days are not to be counted. "Thy generations, who can tell, or count the 
number of Thy years? from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God." "The 
measlll'e of our days." .A.skin prayer that you may be made to know this. ;I will 
just give some outlines, like a drawing-master's sket~h on _the blackboar~. How 
insignificant the measure of my days; what a very little time I have to hve after 
all. If seventy years be my term, of what small account they are! Perhaps you 
have stood sometimes by a sand-cliff, as I did the other day, looking at alternate 
la'l'ers of shells, one above another, I should think at least one hundred feet 
thick of shells of a modern sort, succeeded by thin layers of sand. Now this 
must undoubtedly have been formed by the gradual deposit of some ancient sea, 
lmt how long must it have taken to have composed a rock of one h~ndred feet 
thick of white shells and sand r Well, but that is only a comparatt~ely small 
layer of this earth. We go a little deeper, and we find sandstones_ and hm~stcnei, 
which must have taken if the laws of nature have been at all m other times as 
they are now, not thous;nds, but even millions of years to form, by the gradual 
deposit of the ocean. You go deeper still, and at last you come to rooks ma.de by 
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fire, and the geologist is most reasonably led to the conclusion that this world a.s 
it now stands, must have existed several millions of years, because it has take~ so 
long a time to collect these various deposits. I know as I stood poking my stick 
into this sand and shells, I felt as if I had shrivelled into a little ant, anrl less even 
than a tiny animalcule which had scarcely come into this world when it was driven 
away, and there were these rocks looking at me, and saying, Where wert thou when 
we were formed? when the waving ocean was washing up these shells, where wert 
thou ? But now take your mind away from this world, and recollect that some 
beings dear to us are older than this world ; for when this world was made, the 
morping stars sang and shouted for joy. Oh, ye angels,-what infants we must 
seem in comparison with your age ! Where wert thou when Gabriel first flew upon 
his errand, swift as lightning? Where -wert thou when sin made Lucifer, sun of 
the morning, descend swift beneath the wrath of God into the shades of darkness 
which are reserved for him for ever ? What is your life when once compare~ 
with the period of life which cherubim and seraphim have seen? Oh! but what 
are cherubim and seraphim compared with God ? When, in this great world, sun, 
moon, and stars had not begun, God was as great and glorious as He is now ; and 
when the whole of this creation shall be rolled up like a worn-out scroll, He will 
be the same,-no older in a myriad myriad years than He is now ; for ~th Him 
there is no time,-

" He fills His own eternal Now, 
And sees our ages pass." 

All things are present to Him; we ate carried away as with a flood; but He sits 
serene, neither age nor time- change Him. " Lord, make me to know the measure 
of my days;" help me to fall down in my utter insignificance before Thy throne, 
adoring Thine eternal majesty,-

" Great God, how infinite art Thou, 
What worthless worms are we; 
Let the whole race of creatures bow, 
And pay their praise to Thee." 

While seeking to know the measure of our days, let the great importance that 
attaches to them stand out distinctly before us, for on this link our everlasting 
destiny is hung. It is this life which, so far as we are concerned, decides the next. 
In this life a believer, then a life of glory, and happiness, and i=ortality; in 
this life an unbeliever, then in the next life, in the world to come, everlasting 
punishment from the hand of God. This thought makes even this little life swell 
to wondrously great proportions. Here is a man next door to a worm, and ye:t 
next door to God; born but yesterday, and yet his existence will go on perpetually 
with God, for man shall not die. So momentous, and yet so insignificant ; so 
magnificent, and yet so minute is the measure of my days. 

"Lord, make me to know the measure of my days,"-the certainty of that 
measure. God has appointed that you shall not die before the time ; you shall 
certainly not live beyond it. That thread shall be cut off in its due season. 

" Plagues and death around me fly, 
Till He wills, I cannot die." 

While I admonish you to remember the certainty, let me urge you to reflect 
upon the uncertainty of it,· as far as you are concerned. You may live other 
twenty, thirty or forty years, or you may not live as many seconds; you may be 
spared for the' next fifty years, and still taking part in life's battle, or it may be 
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that ~re the doek has ticke~ again, you may be like a warrior taking his rest. 
Certam to God, but uncertam to you. It is well in thinking of our days to 
re_coll?ct they will be quite long enough for us if God help us to use them ;ell. 
Life is ,cry short, but a grea! deal may be done .. Our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
three years, sa,ed the world. Some of His followers m three years, have been the 
means of sa,ing many and many a soul. It was a short life that Luther had to 
do his great work in. If I remember rightly, he was hard upon fifty before he 
began to preach the truth at all, a hopeful sign for some of you who have wasted 
~our young days; so there have been men of sixty that' have yet achieved a 
life's work be'.ore they ha~ slept and gone_ their way. After all, time is long or 
s~ort as yon like to make it so. One man lives a hundred years and dies a world
ling, and yet another man through God's grace puts forth as much energy in two 
or three years as if he were a thunder-bolt launched from the hands of God and 
he lea.es his name amongst imperishable memorials. Your life will be 'lono
enough to achieve grea~ things, _if God will help you to recollect in measuring 
your da:,__s that_ they ,vill be q~ite short e_nough for the enterprise you have in 
hand. "Iou will only have finished the picture when the master palsies the arm 
and makes you drop the pencil, and you will only have completed the day's work 
when the. shadow shall have fallen, and you shall go home to your rest. Work with 
all your might, but don't work despondingly; there is time enough for your soul 
to glorify God. Do thy piece of the great work, though it be but a hair's breadth 
you are suffered to perform, and though it be as nothing in the presence of Him 
whose mighty deeds are shown through all generations. Shall I need to so.y any
thing more about measuring our days, except that it may be a painful recollection 
for us to remember that, if they are not longer days, it.is the prevalence of sin that 
made it necessary to shorten them. We might have lived to the age of Methu
selah, but the Antediluvian fathers so filled the earth with violence that God sent 
a :flood and swept them all away. It is a great mercy that men don't live too long. 
Where were progress, if the old men of two hundred years ago were here to 
obstruct it? Where the chance for reform if the vested interests of avarice were 
permitted to a,ccumulate without any check? Now however the old blood is con
stantly superseded by fresh blood, and the stream of life is kept purer by the 
passing away of the old conservative element, which, when here, was exceedingly 
good in its season, but must give place to the influx of a spring tide more adapted 
to the growth of the times. Thank God the great infidels don't live for ever; who 
would have wished to have a Voltaire for ever stalking about this world? What a 
mercy that his was but a short life ! What would you think if you had a Tom Paine 
blustering against Almighty God five hundred years at a stretch? A mercy it is 
that even good men don't live here for ever, because their temptations would so accu
mulate in the recollection of years of service, that self-righteousness would become 
inveterate, hero worship an established idolatry, and dogmatism a nuisance without 
abatement. I grant you experience might come in to modify some of the evils, for 
so the grace of God can do anything-but there would be at least a natural 
tendency to perpetuate corruptions. V{ e don't measure, I am afraid, our own 
vears in some respects, as we are wont to do those of others. Some have to thank 
themselves that their lives are short; sins of their youth lie in their bones, and as 
we remember our days, we may provoke very painful recollections as to .past sin, 
be checked as to all future folly, and desire henceforth to walk in holiness and fear 
in the service of God until our davs be ended. To number our days seems to me 
to mean, "not let them run away.and be wasted." _Hours ought to be counte~; 
we sl;,ep too much some of us; we spend too much time at the table; too much m 
idle talk. Lord, help us to measure out our days, count them as they fly, ~nd 
even the odd five minutes, those little pieces of time which we think we may idle 
away-much may be accomplished with them if we really set our minds as m the 
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sight of eternity to employ the scraps, for God. "Lord, teach me to know the 
measure of my days." 

But my time has failed, and therefore I must have but one or two words about the 
third point, David prays that he might know his frailty, "Lord," he said, "make 
me to know that I have an end, that I may know my frailty." I must come to that 
end soon. I am coming to it now. Lord, make me to know that I am so frail that 
I may die at any time, early morning, noon, night, midnight, cockcrow. I may die 
in any place; if I am in the house of sin, I may die there ; if I am in the place of 
worship, I may die there. I may die in the street: I may die while undressing 
to-night. I may die in my sleep; die before I get to my work to-morrow morning. 
I may die in any occupation. :But God grant I may never die a blasphemer. 
I may die with the cup of communion at my lips; I may die preaching; I may 
die singing. In all, grant I may die as I wish to die, doing Thy service for the 
love of Christ by the power of Thy spirit. Perhaps, as I stand here and readily 
speak, the arrow is on its way; soon may the hand be stretched, and dumb the 
mouth that lisps this faltering strain. Oh! may it never intrude upon an ill-spent 
hour, but find me wrapt in meditation, and hymning my great Creator, or serving 
my fellow-man with love to God, or, in some way so labouring that it 
shall not come to me as a thief in the night,_ but shall find me watching, ready for 
His advent. And this is what David meant. "Make me to know my end;" it may 
come at any time, but let me be always ready for it. Make me to know the 
measure of my days with the same object. My days are measured; these days 
may be few; they may be very few; 1 may have come to the last one. The 
pilgrimage of life is a very solemn one. It reminds me of a caravan proceeding 
forward in a track; some know it, some of the travellers have forgotten it; but 
on the road which they are pursuing, there is a deep gulf or chasm, and some in the 
front part of the caravan have fallen into the gulf already; others are proceeding; 
in some cases they can hear the shrieks and cries of those who have fallen into the 
chasm on ahead. But here, in the darkness, in the rear of the caravan, there 
may be many others indulging in such sparks of fire as they have kindled; they are 
sounding the tabret, aud the cvmbal, and making merry still; though everyone of 
them is going onwards towards the same precipice over which their comraues, who 
led the way, have already fallen. There they go, onward, onward, onward, in the 
darkness, till they come to that fatal step which will plunge them into the world 
nnknown. God has led thee to this tabernacle well in health, and strong, but thy 
next step may be into eternity. Beware, then, that thou lay hold on the hand which 
was once crucified, lest, when thou slip there be none to hold thee up, and when 
thou fall there be none to rescue thee, and thou fall through the black and cheerless 
darkness for ever and ever, lost, lost, lost, beyond hope of rescue. God forbid this 
for His mercy's sake. Amen. 

THE LAMBS. 

A GENTLEMAN was walking over his farm with a friend, exhibiting his crops, herds 
of cattle, and flocks of sheep, with all of which his friend was highly pleased, but 
with nothing so much as his splendid sheep. He had see1;1 the same breed frequently be
fore but had never seen such noble specimens-and with great earnestness be .1skeJ 
how' he had succeeded in rearing such flocks. His simple . a~swer was , " I take care 
of my lambs, sir." Here was all the secret-he tool: care oj hi.; Zr:mh; ! 

Reader-father, mother, teacher-neetl we make the apphcat10n -
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THE UNTRIED PATH. 

BY REV. H. J. BETTS. 

•'Ye have not passed this way hereto-
fore. "-Joshua iii. 4. 

I" Greek Joshua. becomes Jesu.s. Twice 
in the New Testament we find" Jesus" 
put by our translators instead of 
.. Joshua." In Heb. iv. 8, Paul is made 
to. say that Jesus did not give the 
Israelites the great and final "rest,"
the rest of God,-for this remained to be 
given after his day. And in Acts vii. 
45, Stephen tells his murderers that the 
tabernacle of witness was brought by 
Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, 
whom God drove out before the face of 
His people. Read " Joshua " instead of 
" Jesus " in each of these passages, and 
they are intelligible. 

The hi"story of the bringing in of the 
tabernacle under the leadership of Joshua 
is in the Book from which the text is 
taken. The Israelites had encamped on 
the wilderness-side of Jordan. After 
three days, the officers went through 
the host, and commanded, saying, 
" When ye see the ark of the covenant 
borne by the priests, ye shall go after it. 
Yet, between you and it there shall be a 
space of about two thousand cubits." 
Observe, there was to be no advance 
until the A.rk show.d lead the way. He 
who had promised to give the good land 
must Himself pioneer the march of those 
who were going up to possess it. Various 
reasons have been suggested for the 
space (about half a mile) kept between 
the ark and the congregation that fol
lowed. The proper reason is given in 
the context. Distance would prevent 
confusion. The ark in a.di:ance could 
easily be seen and followed. "Come 
not nE:ar unto it, that ye may know t/,e 
way by which ye must go ; for ye hai·e 
not passed tMs way heretofore." 

The fTequent quotation of these last 
words by a traYelling companion in 

Switzerland, has led to the thought that 
they serve to suggest the experience of 
THE CHRISTIAN rILGRillI, when "new 
sti-aits attend," or when new mercies 
help him on his road. 

I. "THIS WAY" JS ONE OF PECULIAR 
DIFFICULTY. Never was there a path 
that seemed to be so indirect and cir
cuitous. If you examine a map of the 
journeys of the children of Israel, you 
will. see that their way is traced where 
you would least expect to find it-in a 
dfrection which no choice of man would 
have preferred. " He found him in 
a desert land, and in the waste howling 
wilderness; and led him about, and in
structed him." 

.So in the Alps. For example, according 
to Keller's map, the point I desire to 
reach is exactly south of the village at 
which I am taking my noon-tide rest. 
The distance, by the scale, is about ten 
miles. But, before sunset, I shall have 
proved, by my pocket compass, that the 
route between these two places runs 
East, West, and even (here and therlj) 
North ; and that, instead of ten miles, 
I have travelled twenty-five! 

In the Christian pilgrimage, things 
are not always what they seem. The 
youthful pilgrim does not calculate the 
" zig-zags " of toil and trial. He has not 
observed the windings of that narrow 
groove in the face of the rock, over-which 
alone, by hours of walking, he can per
form the first, the middle, or the last 
stage of the day's journey. He begins 
with a joyous spirit, " leaping upon the 
mountains, and skipping upon the hills." 
He can almost clear at a bound what 
his weaker companions only achieve step 
by step. For a season, he bids fair to 
distance all his competitors, and "do 
exploits!" But someway-worn, weather
beatenmountaineer(whohas been watch
ing him as a reproduction of his own 
former and foolish self) says quietly, 
" Ile has not passed this way hereto
fore.'" 
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Then, there are not a few annoyances 
ancl vexations incident to the travellers 
by "this way." When (in mountain
eering), after a toilsome climb, you get 
on the high road, glad for a little to 
" make straight paths for your feet," 
every passing vehicle raises about you a 
cloud of blinding dust. The heavy boots 

· of your companion make a contribution 
to the nuisance ; and, if you could see 
yourself as he sees you, it would be can
did to acknowledge that you are · doing 
your best or worst to return with in
terest all you get. Or, passing through 
an Alpine village, and feeling a proud 
consciousness of the ad vantage of the 
French or German learned at school, you 
ask the supply of some pressing want, or 
dfrection as to your course; but a shake 
of the head, a shrug of the shoulders, or 
a vacant stare, is your only answer. Or, 
arrived at your destination, you open your 
bed-room windows for fresh air before 
you retire to rest, and, with the air, let 
in an enemv ; and through the whole 
night, as fast as you despatch one mos
quito against the wall with your pillow, 
another comes buzzing about your head 
to avenge its death. 

The Christian pilgrim has frequent 
experience of dusty roads. There is 
many a Shimei ready with handfuls to 
cast at the Lord's anointed. To be mis
understood and misinterpreted is also a 
common case with him. " The world 
knoweth us not; " even the brotherhood 
may mistake us. And venomous stings, 
not a few, may give a fevered pulse by 
day, and keep the eyes waking at night. 
Perhaps, brethren, you made no calcula
tion of such annoyances, when first you 
gird0d your loins, on some fair morning, 
for the journey heavenward. "Ye have 
not passed this way heretofore." 

Again, the sudden changes of light 
and heat in " this way" are strange and 
startling! You begin your day's march 
-say, from Chamou.ni..'C, Zermatt, or 
St. Bernard-and it requires an hour's 
exercise to warm your hands and feet. 
The grnss is covered with hoar-frost. 
The cool breeze from the snow-fields and 
gln.ciers makes rapid movement a plea
sure. You walk, and faint not; yon 

run, and are not weary. But in a few 
hours, as you descend into the valley 
the sun smites you, and you are ener~ 
vated and exhausted. In a single day 
you find it possible to pass through the 
seasons, almost as rapidly as did the 
Psalmist's poetic thought: "He giveth 
snow like wool, and scattereth the hoar -
frost like ashes ; who can stand before 
His cold?" '' He maketh grass to grow 
upon the mountains. He filleth thee 
with the finest of the wheat." In the 
morning you are cautiously treading the 
slippery ice, or crossing the treacherous 
snow ; and in the evening lying on the 
greensward, listening to the music of 
the waterfall; and feeling, in the repose 
and balmy quietude of the hour of rest, 
that it is almost bliss enough for you to 
live! Equally sudden are the changes 
of view and prospect. You stand at a 
point noted as co=anding one of the 
most extensive and enchanting pano
ramas that the country can boast. In 
a few moments, sweeping down from a 
peak at hand (the most prominent and 
striking object in the scene), comes a 
dense cloud, so black and bewildering, 
that you dare not advance or retreat; 
and you " fear as you enter into the 
cloud." Anon, it breaks up into rifts of 
curling mist, and files away on the 
wings of the wind. 

The application of all this no one will 
find it difficult to make. In Christian 
life and walk, it is a "pleasant thing 
for the eyes to behold the sun," when, 
rising to make the day, he turns every 
dew-drop into a sparkling diamond; 
but not so when he looks out of the 
window of high noon. The burden and 
heat of the day oppress and disquiet the 
soul, just as, when the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, he said, " It is better 
for me to die than to live." There are 
seasons when we seem to stand scorching 
before the fiery furnace. Thinking it 
stran "'e concerning the fiery trial which 
tries "us, we are sorely di.sco1uaged 
because of "this way." And 0, how 
suddenly, at times, are om brightest, 
fairest prospects obscured by fog, ancl 
cloud, and storm'. How rapid the tran
sition from the "green pastmes" of the 
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good ~hep herd to '' the valley of the 
shadow of death! " How quick the 
march from the land of peace and plenty 
to the rugged rocks i;nd barren wastes 
of a spiritual winter! Fellow pilgrims, 
be strong, fear not! I know that some 
of you " ha,e not passed this way here
tofore." 

II. "THIS WAY" Is ONE OF PECl'LIAR 
PLEAStTRE AI\"D AD,AKT.\GE. It is true 
that the path may seem to be indirect 
nnd circ11ito11s ; but examine it carefully. 
Could 'l'l'isdom have contrived a better? 
Does it not economise the strength of 
the climber, and secure him from danger 
and aceident? Are there not, at its 
greatest departures from his own ideas 
of directness, the most soul-enchanting 
pictures of '' Immanuel's land?" l 
never remember to have asked of a 
Swiss villager or shepherd, " Please to 
show me the direction in which the 
place I want to reach lies, because I am 
going to it straight nway ! " I always 
enquired, " TVh£ch is the road to this 
place or that?" What have you or I 
to do with human supposition and con
trivance, or our own preferences, when 
the Master says, " This is the way! " 
Every step taken under His guidance is 
the best and safE:st to be taken. Every 
such step leads to the finest prospects. 
Every such step brings us nearer the 
better land. Let us only be concerned 
to find the " r(qht icay" that leads to 
the "citv of habitation." 

It is also true, as we have seen, that 
" this way" has its difficulties and 
,exations ; that the traveller may be 
ever,where misunderstood and misin
terpi·eted; that he may be blinded with 
dust in the day-time, or stung by 
calumny and slander at night. But by 
how many little comforts are these little 
annoyances counterbalanced ? I remem
l er, ·in the course of an extremely 
w1 ete:hed walk, being charmed with the 
sweet song of an unseen " inhabitant of 
the rock." A bird, hid in some cleft, 
"poured from its little throat whole 
floods of delirious music." On another 
occasion, at night, in a crazy, jolting 
conveyance, and on a dreary, monotonous 
road, with everything to make discom-

fort and discontent, I happened to look 
out of the carriage window, and tlll're 
was one b1·(qht star glancing at me from 
above; and below, a glowworin, with its 
tiny spark, on the green bank. And 
besides, 1 had the pleasure of _qood com
pany, and now and then the hearty 
"bon i:oyn,qe" of those who meet only 
to part ; the kind word and wish of men 
who, far from home, sec a friend in every 
traveller. 

. Fellow-pilgrims, if you have dust and 
Jhes, you have glowworms, birds, and 
~tars. Ifyouare surrounded by strangers 
ma strange land, you have the com
panionship and the good words of the 
faithful. Yea, you have heaven's light, 
heaven's music, heaven's Lord, ever 
with you. " And comforts mingle with 
your sighs." 

Again, it is true that the sun may 
smite you by day; or, at least, look 
upon you with a burning heat. But 
has not the Lord of the way provided 
resting-places for the weary ? Doth He 
not make his wind to blow, that the 
fainting may be refreshed? Do not 
luscious ji·uits bend down the branches 
by the wayside? Is not the whole 
journey a "Lauterbrunnen," with no 
lack of fountains and streams, in which 
to bathe the fevered hands, or moisten 
the swollen lips? And, above all, the 
shadow of a [Jreat 1:ock in a weary land .1 

Your outspread umbrella gives but a 
small relief. The umbrageous tree is 
better. But who that has tried it, does 
not know that the deep shadow of a 
gi·eat rock is best? · 

Poor penitent (and thou also, my 
brother, cast down and fainting), the 
shade thou hast contrfred or purchased 
is of no value, The scanty foliage of a 
wayside branch will give thee small 
refreshment. If thou hadst "passed this 
way heretofore," thou wouldest have 
learned that the only real sheltei· from 
the heat is TIIE GREAT ROCK, 

Yet, again, it is true that frequent 
and sudden changes of light and heat 
increase the difficulties and dangers of 
"this way." Ilut the means of en
couragement and security are constantly 
at hand. Some of these the world may 
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despise ; but, for all that, they are not 
contemptible. In the Alps I found 
flowers of great beauty on the very 
edge of the ice. Perhaps you would 
have called me childish if you had seen 
me filling my hands with them, or fixing 
the finest specimens in the band of my 
cap. I counsel YOU to pluck the flowers 
of human life and Christian experience 
wherever you can get them. They will 
uever be to you so sweet and lovely, as 
when you find them amid the desola
lations of winter. It is for this reason 
that· the crocus and the snowdrop of 
early Spring at home have a beauty and 
a charm all their own. 

Tarrying too long among the moun
tain flowers, I have forgotten that the 
route I must take becomes treacherous 
with advancing day. How am I to 
cross the snow here ? I sink at every 
step. Some hidden crevasse may, at 
any moment, be my grave! Nay; I 
see distinctly the track of footsteps made 
by an early traveller, while I lingered 
in Nature's garden. l will carefully 
put my feet into his foot-prints; and, 
no doubt, all will be well. 0 Lord 
Jesus, Thou hast walked before me in 
the slippery dangerous paths of the 
higher ranges. To the winter of tribu
lation and anguish, Thou wast no 
stranger. Who or what shall harm 
me, while I follow Thee? 

And besides, I have a strong staff.' 
It never slips from its hold. It cannot 
be broken, even when I throw my whole 
weight upon it. It has been my friend 
in many an hour of peril. And still 
does it "comfort me." Strong conso
lation has never failed me, when Faith 
could grasp " the oath and promise of 
the Lord." 

And, see yonder! That cross of wood 
which Superstition has put up by the 
wayside, may serve to remind me that, 
in storm and in sunshine, by night and 
by day, "I have wherein to glory." 
Yea, though only a pilgrim and a 
stranger, I reckon that the things which 
were gain to me may well be counted 
loss for Christ. " Yea, I count all things 
but loss," &c. ;-for TlIE ROAD BY THE 
CROSS IS THE llOAD TO THE CROWN, 

Do you ask what I would do, if 
sudden darkness should overtake me on 
that narrow shelf-road which, over
hanging the terrible gorge below, is the 
only pra~ticable way for the toiling 
traveUer ( Look you! On the one 
side fa the abyss; on the other, the 
rock. What else could I do than shrink 
at every step from the abyss, and cling 
to the rock ? The farther from Christ, 
the nearer to danger ! The nearer to 
Christ, the farther from danger '. Close 
to Him I cannot be in peril, even though 
I "have not passed this way hereto
fore." 

FINALLY, as to the 1iLTL\L\.T.E .\D

VANTAGE of travelling "this way," 
1 may add a few words. The text 
has special reference to the passage of 
the Jordan, and the entrance into the 
promised land (vv. 6-li). "HERETO
FORE" you and I have NOT passed 
"TlIIS way." It can be travelled once 
only-for the first and last time. Of it, 
we can have no previous knowledge. 
But, if the Ark of the Covenant go 
before us, " not Jordan's stream, nor 
Death's cold flood shall fright ns from 
the shore." 

Standing once upon the highest point 
I had ever reached in the land of moun
tains, I pointed to a sublime peak far 
above me, and bathed in the glowing 
sunlight, and enquired of my guide, 
" Has an v one ever been there ? " And 
he answered, "Never! It is a virgin 
su=it.-" No man (living on earth) 
hath ascended to heaven," said Jesus; 
"but He that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man who is in heaven." 
But, though "heretofore" we have NOT 
gone that way; yet, blessed be God for 
the assurance that we SIULL walk in 
it! "Tnou wilt snow me the path of 
life." 

Some cannot say this '. Suffer one 
who knows the country to warn you 
of your peril. Sirs, the way which 
seemeth right to you, is the way of 
death. Incarnate )Visdom once de
clared, and declared for all time, "No 
man cometh 1mto the Father, BUT BY 
ME. I AM TIIE W.cl.Y, the truth, and 
the life!" 
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Strive to enter in at the straight 
gate. Take with you these words, in 
simple reliance on the promised grace, 
" Hitherto I have ot 'Passed this way; 
but n 

"Now to the shining realms a.hove, 
1 stretch my hands, a.nd raise my eyes; 
Oh for thG pinions of a dove, 
To bear me to the upper skies ! " 

Manchester. 

THE JOY OF LOVING CHRIST. 

BY REV, G. COBB, 

THE religion of Christ is essentially 
a joyous thing. We may have conflicts 
and sorrows, but they are rather inci
dental to, than any essential part of 
Christianity itself; they arise from our 
circumstances, our temptations, or our 
sins, and not from our holy religion. 
The object of this paper, on the joy of 
loving Christ, is to trace out one of the 
many streams which branch out from 
this everfl.owing, this overflowing foun
tain. 

Of all the pleasures a beneficent 
Crea.tor has made us capable of enjoy
ing, perhaps love ranks amongst the 
ehiefest ; so pure, so elevating, it takes 
precedence of all. When it relates 
merely to earthly objects, it has a power 
to sweeten all other enjoyments, while 
it is itself the sweetest of all ; but when 
it is spiritual, and has to do with 
spritual things, its value is immensely 
increased. To love in any sense, but 
especially in this higher sense, is 
heavenly and Godlike; for we are told 
that "God is love," and the brightest 
display of His glorious character that 
has ever been revealed is this, that "He 
so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be
lieveth in Him should not perish, but 
have e-verlasting life ; " and it is the 
full realisation of this love, and the un
hindered outflow of love in return, that 
will to a great extent make up the 
heavenly state. The experiences of 
daily life teach us that joy flows from 

the act of loving. Hero sits one who 
has attained a ripe old age, and as he 
leans upon his staff, dear ones minister 
to his welfare, and even anticipate his 
wants; he is the object of much loving 
solicitude, for the affections of two 
generations gather around hirp.; a sunny 
smile lights up his countenance, which 
indicates a calm satisfaction within. 
What is it that lights the fire in that 
eye, and kindles the smile of tenderness 
on that reverent face ? Is it not, in a 
great measure, the joy of loving, and 
being beloved? There is another, who, 
in his age, is like the last leaf of sum
mer ; one by one he has laid his friends 
beneath the dewy turf, till they are all 
gone, and he is left alone in a cold 
world; and now, like a withered leaf, 
bereft of all joy, he, too, must soon 
succumb to the wintry blast. He is 
tired of life ; and although to him the 
future is all dark, and no bright visions 
of glory light up the prospect beyond 
the to:.:nb, yet he often longs for the 
quietude of the grave. What is the 
secret of his sadness? Is it not this, 
that he has none left to love him, and 
none that he can love ? This makes his 
life a blank, and even a burden. Now, 
if love fills such a place as this in 
the things of this life, what joy must 
flow from love in its highest form, when 
it fixes its choice on the Lord Jesus : 
He in whom all the perfections of the 
Deity are blended with every tender 
feeling that dwells in the bosom of 
humanity; He who possesseA every 
qualification, and has passed tru:ough 
every experience that could fit Him to 
be our friend ; He who is now on His 
Father's throne, in the place of dignity 
and power, and shall, ere long, sit upon 
His own throne, all on earth being then 
subject to His sway, as now all in 
heaven is beneath His feet. Friendship 
with such an one is now joy unspeak
able, and will be, when perfected, an 
eternity of bliss. 

If itis asked, what constitutes this joy, 
what secret spring feeds the pure stream, 
we reply, the worthiness of the object 
goes far to give joy. Many objects to 
which love clings are so unsatisfying 
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and empty, tho.t to love them can only 
yield disappointment o.nd grief; not so 
with Jesus. .As soon as fo.ith gazes 
upon Him, it is evident that, 

'' All our capacious powers can wish, 
In Him doth richly meet." 

Here is fulness, o.nd eterno.l perfection ; 
enough for the head and the heart ; the 
mental faculties and the heart's affec
tions are alike satisfied ; nor shall we, 
either in time or eternity, exhaust the 
fulness, or become Matiated therewith. 
Rutherford says of Him : " Sure I am 
He is the far best half of heaven; yea, 
He is all heaven ; for if it were possible 
that heaven were laid in the balance 
with Christ, I would think the smell of 
His breath above it all. Oh, black 
angels in comparison with Him! Oh, 
dim and dark sun in regard of that 
fair Sun of Righteousness ! When I 
have worn my tongue to the stump in 
praising Him, I ha,e done nothing ; 
for if I had as many angel's tongues as 
there have fallen drops of rain since the 
creation, or as there are leaves on all 
the trees on earth, or as there are stars 
in the heavens, to praise Him, yet my 
Lord Jesus would ever be behind me. 
Since He looked upon me, my heart is 
not my own: He hath run away to 
heaven with it. Oh, when shall we 
meet! Oh, how long is it to the dawning 
of the marriage-day!. Oh, if He would 
shovel time and days out of the way, 
and make ready in haste the lamb's 
wife for her husband! " Well might 
such a man say, "One sight of what 
my Lord hath let me to see within this 
short time. is worth a world of worlds." 
'fo love Him then yields the joy of satis
faction; it is the cream of delights. 
Let us never wander abroad for joys, as 
if we had none nearer home ; nor set 
our hearts on the cisterns of earth, as 
if we had not free access to the foun
tain. Be it ours to confess, as an old 
writer saith, that He is " honey in the 
mouth, music in the ear, and joy in the 
heo.rt. 

To love Jesus, must needs yield joy, 
because of the response which rie gives 
to om· loi•e. If the object on which love 

fixes yields no livi_ng, te1;1der response, 
there can only be d1sappomtment · it is 
only when it is reciprocated that it yields 
joy. Have you never seen, in yonder 
cemetery, the ivy hopelessly attempting 
to climb the hard, smooth, marble 
column ; there is strength that might 
serve to support the weak, but no livin"', 
sympathetic response to the touch ~f 
feebleness, and it · falls back to the 
ground, and lies prostrate in its weak
ness, till, creeping along the ground to 
the neighbouring oak, which, majestic 
in its towering strength, appears to 
whisper with every passing breeze 
the invitation, " Come unto me," and 
even to woo his weak neighbour's con
fidence, it ventures to crave succour and 
support. Its gentle touch is answered 
by a ready response, and, growing more 
bold, it clings more closely, till its roots 
penetrate the bark, and sucking of its 
sap, they appear to have but one life 
between them. It is not only the re
sponse of strength to weakness ; it is 
life sympathising with life. So is it 
with the believer and his Lord. The 
first approaches of the soul to Jesus are 
welcomed and reciprocated, for He says, 
'' I love them that love Me;" and thus 
encouraged, he clings closer and closer 
to that loved embrace, till he comes to 
realise a union of life and love with 
Him that can never be severed; he now 
sees clearly how it is that " Christ is 
our life," and exultingly exclaims, 
"My beloved is mine, and I am His." 
Be encouraged, then, thou trembling 
one, who thinkest it is daring pre
sumption to throw the tendrils of thy 
weak faith and feeble desire arom:d 
Him ; His loving heart responds; His 
tender voice invites: Come thou at His 
call, and solace thyself with His love. 

This joy is unmixed with the fear 
which is often felt whers earthly things 
are loved, of exceeding the bounds 
which limit the lawful; and so, falling 
into the sin of inordinate affection, the 
blessing should be turned into a curse, 
and that which was a delight, should 
become the cause of severe discipline, 
and smarting sorrow. No need that we 
should hold our affections in reasonable 
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cheok in loving Christ ; thou mayest 
plunge into this shoreless deep, and 
lose thyself amidst this paradise of 
joys. 

This ,ioy of loving Christ has eternity 
stamped itpon it. Its verdure shall 
never fade, and its strength shall never 
decay. Like some broad stream that 
wanclers in search of the ocean, it 
deepens and widens in its flow. Im
perfect it is at present, and has to con
flict with the hardness of the carnal 
heart; but ere long, though it reach 
not its climax, it shall break away 

from all restraints, and develop itself 
without opposition. Like yon sun 
that battles with the clouds that obscure 
his brightness, and, rising above their 
snowy peaks, he even melts and dis
perses them, and is left unopposed to 
climb to his zenith of glory ; so shall 
our love and our joy, soaring above the 
clouds of earth, bid an everlasting adieu 
to all imperfection, ever expanding and 
increasing in strength, a perfection that 
shall never be ·perfected. 

Stradbroke, Suffolk. 

ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO, XLI.-ONE•WORD TEXTS. 

"Long-suffering."-Gal. v. 22. 
J ov is the sunshine of the pilgrim's path, 
reflecting the bliss of the heavenly state. 
Long-suffering is rendered necessary by 
the clouds and darkness of the way, 
especially from those vexations to which 
we are exposed by the unkind conduct of 
our fellow-men. To be delivered from 
the counsels and vicious plots of the 
wicked is a great mercy. To conduct 
ourselves towards them in a right spirit, 
is to manifest not vengeance, wrath, and 
retaliation, but to be long-suffering and 
kind, despite the ill-feeling they cherish 
towards us. Let us look-

I. AT SOME OCCASIONS FOR THE EX
HIBITION OF LONG-SUFFERING. Long
suffering is patient and kind conduct 
towards those from whom we suffer. 

J. It 1nay be Base Calumny. False 
and evil speaking of us, or detracting 
from excellences we possess, or good 
doing in the various spheres of practical 
Christianity. Motives are often assailed 
as being, under the cover of generousness, 
selfish, ostentatious, or hypocritical. Or 
direct falsehood may be circulated as to our 
conduct, or the evil influences we exert. 
(Psalm xxxi. 13.) Now here is a direct 
place for long-suffering-to bear these vile 

accusations with dignity, calmness, and 
Christian composure. (Matt. v. 11.) 

2. It rnay be Pecuniary Injustice. 
Treacherously taking advant.age of our 
ignorance or weakness in trade, borrow
ing and not repaying, getting into our 
debt without reasonable prospects of ever 
meeting our just claims. Now to be 
thus robbed, it may be of hard earnecl 
means, is base and cruel. Here long
suffering steps in and prevents vindictive
ness and the unforgiving spirit. 

3. Or it may be Personal Violence. 
Good men hav.e often been exposed to 
this. The Apostles in their work were 
often beaten, maltreated ; so were the 
pious W esleys and their noble · coad
jutors, and ministers of every class in the 
prosecution of Missionary efforts. Now 
the smitten cheek, the violent beating 
and bodily assaults require much long
suffering. Not to resent, not to strike 
again, not to return evil for evil. (Matt. 
v. 38-40; Rom. xii. 11, 19.) 

4. It rnay be Iniquitoit8 Legal-Sifffering. 
Bitterness of spirit and hatred, clothing 
itself in the habiliments of law ; bringing 
legal statutes to abridge our liberty, and 
to restrain our Christian or brnevolent 
activities. The persecution for righteous
ness' sake comes under this category. 
Consciences subjected to severe political 



TALE8 AN'D SKETCHES. 

or ecclesiastical tests. Disabilities for 
religion's sake, with all the penal results 
of refusing obedience to unjust laws. 
Distraint of goods, abridgment of liberty, 
infringement of rights, and all the bitter 
results of secular or ecclesiastical perse
cutions are involved. (Heh. xi. 32-40.) 
Orit may be-

5. Ingratitude from tlw.se we have Bene
fi.ted. How often is this shown by bad 
children, false friends, and even Christian 
professors. How the Psalmist refers to 
it. How Absalom was guilty of it, and 
those who.had eaten his bread, and gone 
with him to keep holyday. Who has 
not suffered in this way? How common 
is this ingratitude, and yet how hard to 
bear. Long-suffering, however, is the only 
remedy. 

Now see-
n. How LoxG-SUFFERING IS TO BE 

ATTAINED. 
1. By the Gracious Operation of the 

Holy Spirit in our Hearts. It is one of 
the fruits of the Spirit, the·production of 
His grace. The carnal heart, or the self
sufficient spirit will be utterly at fault. 
It was God's grace th:i.t enabled Stephen 
and Paul, and all the Holy Martyrs and 
Confessors, in patience to possess their 
souls, a.lid to return prayers for curses, 
and good for evil. 

2. By Lcd,onri11u to Uopy the, Sru,ionr'.s 
Illustriou." J!}.campte. He has gone before. 
He was despised, rejected, evil treated, 
assaulted, buffeted, spit u pan, treate,l 
with the lowest contempt, and at last 
crucified as a base malefactor, not fit to 
live. (Pet. ii. 21). Look, then, at his 

' spirit, His calmness, meekness, and c\ying 
prayers for His murderers, and see the 
way He has tracked out for His disciples. 

3. By C'ontemplotiny the Re1rnrrl Gori 
has Promised to Bestow. Fidelity he will 
honour; constancy, meekness, patience, 
and long-suffering, they shall have the 
reward which God has promised. }Ioses 
had to look to this ; and the persecuted 
of every age bore their cross in hope of 
the joys and honours reserved for them 
at the last day. (Rev. iii. 13.) 

Then let the subject-
1. Lecid to E..camination. Have we this 

grace and fruit of the Holy Spirit? 
2, Are we Cherishing it, so that we may 

honour Christ, by having the mind and 
spirit that dwelt in Him? 

3. H 010 True Relirtion has b,en Dignijierl 
by this grace in all ages of the world. 
Suffering evil and not resisting it is the 
noblest element in the Christian character. 

4. To humbly and earnestly implore 
this grace is alike our duty and high 
privilege. 

Imes anb Jhctcqes. 

LET OTHER PEOPLE ALONE. 

CHAPTER VI. 

in Eastern climes, with a sudden 
bound from its chambers, but gradually 
from the grey dawn-tinted horizon, to 

THERE was one pale watcher that the crimson bars that streaked the dark 
rested not, for her soul was a battle- cloud, and bid it hasten away to the 
grouncl on which a stern conflict was chambers of night, so surely and glori
raging: grace and nature, reason and ously came the morning. It came a 
faith, were struggling for the mastery, happy proof of the love that sleepeth 
and wearily and painfully she passed : not, and of the perfect wisdom that 
the remainder of the night. never errs. 

Morning came with a golden flood of So came morning to the pale watcher. 
sunlight mellowing with its beauty, and God said let there be light, and there 
animating with its glow. The countle?S was light ; so gently, and yet, withal, 
dewdrops glistened like globes of fire, so powerfully came the rays of light 
and the -feathered songsters made all from the cross, that the mists that had 
nature vocal with their glad hymn of obscured the mind for years was rolled 
praise. away; doubts were clispellecl; fears 

This glorious sunlight came not as r vanished ; " every high thing that had 
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exalted itself was cast down," and all 
the slavish feelings that had dominllted 
o'er the soul, crept away like things of 
darkness. It was God's glorious light, 
and amid the glory, the form of the 
crucified projected itself, and a voice 
whispered, "Thou art Mine." 

And then th&re came a flood of tears, 
offsprings of this blessed surprise, and a 
complete surrender of self, followed by 
an adoration of spirit, that like Thomas 
mourning its _unbelief, could say, "My 
Lord, my God." 

" Thou my a.ll, 
My soul's ambition, pleasure, wealth; my 

world, 
My light in darkness, and my life in 

death, 
My boast through time, bliss through 

eternity; 
Eternity, too short to speak Thy praise, 
Or fathom Thy profound of love to man; 
To man, of men the meanest, even to me, 
My sacrifice, my God." 

Cordial was the .greeting of the tutor 
and the preacher, and delightfully 
sweet their converse during their morn
ing walk ; the love of God their them~, 
and they expatiated upon it until, like 
the disciples on the road to E=aus, 
their hearts burned -within them. 

"I seem to dread her father's return," 
said the tutor, in answer to a question, 
"for heis a Ritualistof the highest order, 
an imperious self-willed man, and has 
little regard for the feelings of others. 
It would not surprise me to find him 
very violent when he shall hear it from 
her lips. For her I do not fear; she 
will be firm, and will hold fast the sim
plicity of her newly-found faith; but 
you, sir, I fear, will be but ill-requited 
for voll!' good work." 

".The master's lot; the master's lot," 
said the preacher; " and the servant is 
notabovehis Lord; butit-would, perhaps, 
be advisable that I should leave as soon 
as practicable. Her ladyship would not 
regret my departure." 

"There you are mistaken," said the 
tutor. "Her ladyship has had an in
terview with my young lady, and she is 
so astonished at the change, and know
ing her to be thoroughly conscientious 

in every step she takes, she will not 
willingly cross her wishes ; indeed, their 
lives are as one, far she is an only 
child. But will you not bnptize her 
before you leave us; her mind has long 
since received that doctrine, and she has 
alwaysridiculcd the Catholic mu=eries 
she has been compelled to witness
looking upon the ordinances with pecu
liar feeling." 

There was great talk in the village. 
The Dissenting minister had gone to the 
hall ancl was staying there; what coulcl 
it mean? As they walked down the 
street in loving converse about the 
deep things of God, they attracted much 
attention. The good women suddenly 
recollected there was something outside 
that needed to be done, while the rustle 
of the window-blinds told that behind 
them were eyes anxiously peering, the 
owners of which were not at all inqui
sitive, yet longed to know. The subject, 
moreover, had been well discussed in 
all the public meeting-places; the 
butcher and baker, shoemaker and tailor, 
had each their own view of the matter, 
and were nothing loth to impart it; and 
every honest housewife had heard some
thing, and hence all sorts of rumours 
were afloat. Some said the Dissenting 
minister was about to join the Estab
lished Church, and that the squire was 
to find the needful. Others declared 
that he was to enter the family as tutor, 
and that all the family had turned 
Meetingers, and some were even bold 
enough to declare, with a laugh, that 
the squire had gone to be dipped. Fore
most among these was the good old 
deacon-one of the dear good old souls 
whose heart could leap for joy at the 
prosperity of Zion. For forty years 
he had gone to and fro to the little 
chapel, and had never changed his views, 
or, as he said, "He had not budged an 
inch." And he was so orthodox; so 
settled in the five points; so sound in all 
that belonged to the faith ; so precis<' 
in ail that appertained to Church go
verning ; so humble in his petitions. 
He was always "a worm, and no man;" 
and how he could talk of the old 
preachers ! What a store of stock por-
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tions he had I How contemptuously he 
could talk of the new fangled notions! 
Ah, his ipse dixit was worth something. 

Oh yes, he must be told; there was no 
keepine- such a weighty matter back 
from him. Conversions were so rare in 
the village, and when they did take 
place, they were hardly believed ; the 
person could not even, though he should 
"assay to join himself to the disciples," 
be received until he had been wintered 
and summered ; · for the good old deacon 
always preferred taking the fruit of the 
Gospel in the Normandy pippin style, 
with the zeal of their first love decayed, 
and the fire that would have warmed 
the cold hearts of many well-nigh ex
tinguished. Well, it was fruit ; but we 
prefer it when, in the glory of its season, 
it is plucked from the bough, with all 
the ardour and zeal of a newly-found 
affection. • But still, with all his oddi
ties, he was a true Christian man, and 
we must tell, for he had really be
come concerned, how he quizzed and 
fenced,. and then, when he 'heard it, 
his broad happy face lit up with a smile, 
and the tears rolled down his cheeks
real tears of joy-and closing his eyes, 
he ejaculated, "Covenant-keeping God, 
finish the work Thou hast began." 

And it was so pleasant to hear him 
recite her good deeds ; how often she 
had been seen at the bedside of the 
sick ; how like a ministering angel she 
had anticipated the wants of the poor; 
how the little children looked up to her 
with awe mingled with love; and how 
often he had heard the remark that, 
"She couldn't be better, if she were an 
angel ; " but he said he did not know 
what the Squire would say. 

Toward evening the Squire came 
home and speedily learnt the truth. I r: 
the library he found his daughter en
gaged in pleasant converse with the 
tutor and minister. The subject of their 
theme was the necessity of confessing 
Christ openly, and they we1·e deeply 
engaged when the Squire entered. 
Fixing a steadfast look on the minister, 
he said, "We have mAt before, but I 
do not remember where." 

"We met," said the preacher, who 

had at once recognized the Squire as 
the fierce declaimer against Dissent; 
" We met about a twelvemonth since 
at some tombs in 0--, and you will 
remember you gave me some rude 
lessons to learn, and in parting, bid me 
think on whatsoever things were lovely, 
honest, pure, and of good report, and I 
hope I have meditated upon them with 
profit. You were then very strongly 
disposed to believe that Dissenters were 
the disturbers of the national peace, 
and that the Constitution was in danger; 
you told me to understand that national 
liberty and progress could not prosper 
if we were tolerated ; and you strongly 
advised me to preach the Gospel, and 
let other people alone. ~ow, I have 
humbly tried to do that, and in preach
ing the Gospel in this village, I may 
have been the humble instrument of 
imparting light to your daughter, whose 
soul, I trust, is now at peace with 
God." 

" Stop, stop," he said, " I cannot for 
one moment admit you are right; you 
are not the authorised teachers of men, 
and though I do not doubt your honesty, 
I by no means assent to your position. 
The Church and the Church only is the 
appointed medium for teaching ; there 
is no sacramental efficacy without her 
pale. I should be really afraid to re
ceive what you call a blessing from 
your hand ; there is something so very 
shocking to my mind in unauthorised 
teachers disturbing the peace of society. 
Remember what I tolrl you, and what I 
now repeat. Preach the Gospel as you 
call it, if you will, though I deny that 
it is the Gospel, but pray do learn to let 
other people alone." 

" That is just what I have been prac
tisin"' for the last year," said the 
preagher with a smile. " Sir it is not 
the Gospel, but sin that is the great 
disturber of society, and.this Gospel will 
not let the sin of people alone. Your 
daucrhter had probably ne,er heard the 
Gospel before in her life, except from 
the lips of this good man her tutor ; but 
as you have repeated the charges you 
made against dissent, you will allow 
me to answer them. We love truth for 
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the truth's sake, and are always ready 
to give a reason for the hope' that iH 
within us, with fear and trembling. \Ve 
earnestly desire that you should give 
that truth a patient and candid hearing, 
and no long-er be guided by those who, 
like yourself, protest against on~· com
petency and integrity. We believe we 
haYe greater facilities for searching for 
truth, and when found of uttering the 
truth, than can e.er be gained by those 
who lie muzzled, blinded. or muffled 
up in the bosom of the Establishment. 
If we arc in error, and you can correct 
us, we shall esteem you our benefactors; 
but it is not to be done by your ignoring 
our position or calling us unauthorised. 
You say we ought to be satisfied with 
toleration. We sa, that an Established 
Church, if true to "its principles, cannot 
be tolerant. That it is not tolerant, 
and that e,en if it were so, toleration 
is not -what we ask for, but equality
perfect equality, and we neither ask nor 
accept State aid to support religion. You 
say we would pull down ecclesiastical 
fabrics. We deny it, but we decline to 
support them, or keep them in repair. 
We long to see you a Free Church, 
feeling sure ,ou would be more suc
cessful, and ·we should hail with joy 
the withdrawal of State aid from all 
the churches in the Empire. 

" But " he interrupted "these views 
are most reYolutionary."' 

" Stay," said the minister, "I have 
twice listened patiently to your denun
ciation of dissent, and you must pardon 

me if I say that I feel it on my con
science to tell you, that. you do not 
understand us, What little real good 
you are doing, you have been stimulated 

: to do by the example of Christians out
, side your pale ; you have, in doing this, 

slid insensibly into our mode of opera-
, tiou, and you arc in effect a dissenting 

people, for in your practices, such of 
you as are doing good, you dissmt 
from the system under which you are 
taught; and now, sir, as my presence 
here must embarrass you, I bid you fare
well. A late train will take me home, 
or my good friend the deacon will re
ceive me. Will you allow me to tender 
some advice ere we part, as we may never 
meet again ? " 

"I will listen," he said, " but you 
are so frank and candid, that I really 
regret your leaving. What have you 
more to say?" 

"It is this," said the young man. 
"There is an inner life ; a life hid with 
Christ in God ; a life in spirit far abo,e 
any of the systems and conventionalisms 
of men. Strive, my dear sir, to gain 
this; you will then obey God's laws and 
live for the advancement of His glory ; 
and wheneyer you feel disposed to 
question the ordination of Dissenting 
prea0hers, remember it was by one of 
the despised and unordained that the 
message of life came to your daughter's 
soul. God grant that you, with her 
and all you love, may live the Gospel, 
and let other people alone." 

Eai-l's Colne. J.C. WELLS, 

.Striking 'filgougqts, jacts, anh Jiguus. 

SOW SEED TO GET A BLESSING. 
"JF we do not make use of ourselves for 
the extension of God's cause and king
dom in the world, what is there for the 
Holy Spirit to bless? What a foolish 
thino- it is for us to go to God's throne 
and ~o ask Him to pour His spirit forth 
-upon what? Vl'hy, if we are not 
sowing seed, what use is it for us to go 

and ask God to ;;end down the showers 
of His grace ? It would be like a man 
neglecting to sow seed and then asking 
God to send him a harvest. The rain 
is necessary, but the tillage is necessary 
also. And so it is with us, We must 
have something for the Spirit of God to 
bless; we must carry on our husbandry; 
we must cultivate the soil, we must 
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fence it in, we must plough it and har
row it, and sow the seeds, and then 
there is some sense in going to God and 
ask\ng him to bestow the blessing."
Jolin 8to11gliton. 

CHRIST'S SACRIFICE VOLUN-
TARY. 

"TIIEY say, you know, that in the olden 
time men felt that the worth of their 
sacrifices was much diminished bv the 
reluctance of their victims. They had 
to be dragged to the altar, and this 
took away from the worth of the sacri
fice. Oh, there is no weakness like that 
in Him who is the great sacrifice for sin 
ordained and accepted by God Himself! 
Speaking through the Psalmist of His 
own incarnation He exulted in it cen
turies before it took place. He said, 
'A body hast thou prepared Me,' and 
seemed to lean forward as if with in
tensity He longed to wrap that mortal 
robe about Himself. And when He left 
His weight of glory, and set His face 

towards Bethlehem, and Nazareth, anrl 
Calvary, He dropped no tear, He uttcrerl 
no complaint, He entered no protest. 
He came with songs on His lips and 
gladness in His heart. 'A body hast 
thou prepared Mc. Lo! I come. In 
the volume of the Book it is written ot' 
Me. I delight to do Thy will, 0 God.''' 
-Charles Vince. 

ALL THAT REMAINED OF 
8ALADIX. 

WrrF.N Saladin, the Turkish Empcrnr, 
who had gained great victories in battle, 
and had even conquered Jerusalem, lay 
at the point of death, he commanded 
that upon the point of a spear a white 
sheet should be borne before him to thr· 
grave, and that this proclamation ~hould 
be made : " These are the rich spoils 
which Saladin carried away with him : 
of all his triumphs and victories, of all 
the riches and realms that he had, now 
nothing at all is left but this sheet-his 
shroud." 

:!{tbittus. 

The Popular Literature of Ritualisni Joi· 
the People; being Strictures on Manuals 
for the People. No. I. By the Rev. 
JOSEPH RIPPON, w esleyan Minister. 
(Elliot Stock.) 

THis is a masterly· expose of the Romish 
trash that is issuing from the Ritualistic 
press, and ought to be widely circulated 
by the friends of evangelical truth. 

'l'he Song of Solomon in Metre. By P. M. 
MITCHELL, and to be had of him. 
Kennoway, Fifeshire. 

To the special admirers of the "Song of 
Songs," and who would prefer it in metre ' 
to its original oriental poetic form, this 
small pamphlet of thirty-two pages may 

· he acceptable. 

Practical C./-uidefo..the.Successful Jrurl.:inff 
of the JVeekly Offering in a Christia i, 
Church, by JOSEPH WHIT'I'.iKEP. 
(Elliot Stock), is both clear and sug
aestive and may aid churches in their 
~!fort t~ establish or sustain the effec
tual working of the weekly offering. 

The Quarterly Record of the Tri11itaria11 
Bible Society (Macintosh, 24, Pater
noster-row), is most ably got up. 

Loi·ing and Fighting. Arldresses de/icercrl 
in Sunday and Ragged Schoo/.,. By 
GEOR(:E A. SHIRLEY. (Elliot Stock.) 

CAPITAL addresses, which could not fail 
to interest the youthful auditories to 
whom they were delivered. ,Ve wish 
the book great success. 
Heavenly Deu·-drops. By Rev. "-. 

THORSEEY. (Elliot Stock.) Church F-inance, by Rev. C. CONDER, 
M.A., Leeds, (Elliot Stock), is an ex
cellent tract, and is supplied at 5s. per 
hundred. 

' THE tenth thousand of a book neecls 1w 

other recommendation surely, but \\"e 
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just say, that the author dese!'Ves all the 
success he has secured. Illustrations, 
facts, appeals, &c. are all compressed in 
this small volume. ,v e commend it 
heartily to our readers. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, 8.,'{c. 

The BaptMt Magazine is excellent 
throughout. Our musical friends will 
feel interested in the sketch of Mr. 
~tephen Glover, whose compositions will 
live as long as music itself. The Swoi·d 
and Trowel, good as ever. The Gospel 
,lfagazine, sound, but heavy. The Ragged 
School Union M a,qazine deeplyinteresting. 
Our Own Fireside worthy of all the sup
port that Evangelical Churchmen or 
Nonconformists can give it. Home 
Words, by same editor, is the best penny 
illustrated monthly we know. Onward 
should be taken by all teetotalers, and 
read by all Band of Hope children. The 
Christian is ably conducted, we mean 
by being true to its title and work. 
BritMh Flag and 'Christian Sentinel im
prove monthly. The Biblical MilSeum 
is worth ten times its cost. Byepaths of 
Baptist Histo;•y, by J. J. Goadby, cannot 

ON THE DEA'l'H OF A FRIEND. 
.A.LAS ! how sharp and sudden is the blow, 

That we by God have just been called 
to bear; 

The wife a.n,l mother is by death laid low, 
The loved one that her friends i;o ill 

could spare. 
:ijut yet we know Jehovah's ways are 

right, 
\Vise ar!l His ends, though hidden from 

our eyes; 
Oh may the mourners, now in sorrow's 

night, 
Be helped to trust in God the only

wise. 
The sorrowing husband and the children 

dear, 
Bow they will miss her tender care 

and love! 
In their affliction, Lord, wilt Thou be near, 

And grant the trial may a blessing 
prove. 

fail to be a treasure to those who feel 
interested in the various past phases of 
our denomination. Old Jonathan is ever 
good, and welcome. Mr. Shirley Hib
berd's Gardeners' Jtfagazine is a treasury 
of information and counsel. 'l'he Hive, 
invaluable to the Sunday-school teacher. 
The Appeal, good, and adapted for use
fulness. A IV ord about the Small Pox. 
(Osborne, 29, Farringdon-street). A 
halfpenny tract, suited to times of epi · 
demics, and worthy of circulation now. 

A LIBERAL OFFER TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHERS.-'' Li.at year a gentleman who 
was interested in the circulation of 
Sunday-school works, offered to bear the 
loss of supplying 500 Sunday-school 
Teachers with the annual volume of the 
' Hive' at ls. per copy. We understand 
that the same liberal offer has beerl re
newed for the supply of the volume just 
issued. Those of our readers who wish 
to possess this helpful work should 
apply to F. L , care of Mr. STOCK, 62, 
Paternoster-row ; and if the volume is to 
be sent by post, they should enclose five 
stamps extra."-Fro,n the Sunday-school 
Times. 

Oh may they find in Thee a friend indeed, 
Giving, Almighty, and at all times 

nigh; 
A friend who can supply their every 

need, 
A blessed friend who cannot change 

or die. 

And grant that we, the living, each may 
lay, 

This solemn, sad removal much to 
heart; 

We cannot tell how near may be the 
day, 

When death shall bid our souls and 
bodies part. 

Lord, this we know-Thy sovereign grace 
alone, 

Can fit us for a home beyond the sky ; 
Oh that Thou would'st in us that grace 

make known, 
That we may be prepared to live or die. 
Wellingboro'. TIIEOD0RA. 
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IT is gratifying to be able to state that our meetings were neYer better 
attended than they have been this year. A good feeling was maintained at 
them all. 

Tim 13ArTIST IlurLDING FuNn.-The 
annual meeting of this fund was held 
on Thursday evening, · April 20th, at 
the Baptist Mission House, Castle-street, 
Holborn. James Harvey, Esq., occupied 
the chair. After prayer by the Rev. 
J. Teal, the Chairman opened the busi
ness of the evening by referring to the 
question of chapel debts, which this 
fund did so much to remove ; he held 
that in most cases at least two-thirds of 
the money should be obtained before the 
building was erected. He observed that 
the debts upon their metropolitan chapels 
amounted to no less than £45,000, and 
up:m those in the country to £130,000, 
making a total of £175,000, upon thfl 
larger portion of which interest was 
paid at the rate of five per cent. He 
held that £8,750 per annum was too 
large an amount to spend for interest, 
and that such a sum would be a respect
able augmentation fund if it could be 
saved. It was his conviction that it 
could be saved. He had an increasing 
objection to pay money for interest for 
religious purposes, and if they acted 
more upon faith in God, this objection
able system might be done away with. 
The plan that had been proposed of 
raising money by means of debentures 
might be adopted in relation to most of 
their building enterprises. Mr. A. T. 
Bowser, the• honorary secretary, read 
the annual report. It stated that the 
principle on which the Fund had for 
twenty-six years been working must 
secure steady and continued progress to 
a large degree, whilst the subscriptions 
continued from year to year, with the 
donations and legacies added to the 
Fund, must every year give it an 
augmented power. The speakers were 
Rev. J. H. Blake, C. Baillache, J. G. 
Gregson, G. H. Rouse, J. Benham, Esq., 
and J. P. Bacon, Esq. 

THE B,~rTIST U:'ifrox.-The annual 
session of the Baptist Union commenced 
on Monday, April 24th, at the Mission 
House. The hall was crowded-the 
area with ministers and delegates, and 
the galleries with ladies. The devo
tional service was conducted by the 
Rev. Dr. Brock, in the absence, through 
indisposition, of the Rev. W. Robinson, 
of Cambridge, the retiring chairman. 
Prayers were offered by the Revs. G. W. 
Humphreys, of Wellington; J. Bloom
field, of Gloucester; and Dr. Green, of 
Rawdon College. Dr. Brock, amid 
cheers, introduced the chairman for the 
present year-the Rev. C. M. Birrell, of 
Liverpool. The Rev. Philip Griffiths, 
of Biggleswade, having been appointed 
minute secretary for the session, the 
Rev. J. H. Millard read a list of rules 
which had been agreed upon by the 
committee of the Union for the efficient 
conduct of the business of tb.-? session. 
By these rules three stewards were ap
pointed to preserve order; speakers were 
to be restricted to five minutes, except
ing movers of resolutions, who were to 
be allowed ten minutes; half-an-hour 
was to be allowed for the reading of 
papers, and the same time allowed for 
the discussion of such papers, exclusive 
of the speech of the mover. 

On Thursday, the second meeting of 
the session was held at the Walworth
road chapel. The proceedings com -
menced with a devotional service, con
ducted bJ' the Re"V. C. Larom, of 
Sheffield. The Chairman of the l'nion, 
the Rev. C. M. Birrell, then took the 
chair. The Rev. J. H. Millard read tho 
report of the Union. Papers were reau, 
and addresses on practical subjects given 
by the Revs. C. Williams, J. H. Hinton, 
J. P. Mursell, Dr. Landels. T. Morris, 
J. Harcourt, R. Moss, J. Chapman, and 
H. M. Bompas, Esq. 
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BrnLE TRANSLATION SocrnTY.-The 
nnniYcrsary took place in Kingsgate
stre~t chapel, Holborn, on Monday, 
.·\pr1l 24. The attendance was very 
.~:ood. The speakers were Dr. Angus, 
who presided, Dr. Steane, Rev. Giles 
Rester, ]), Gracey, and J. H. Anderson. 
The Rev. A. Powell, the secretary, 
stated that the income of the year was 
{2,6iG, and explained the progress of 
the Ynrious translations. 

Bmnsrr .orn IRrsrr BAPTIST Hmrn 
":IIrssIOx.-The annual meeting was 
held on Tuesday, April 2Jth, in Blooms
lmr:, chapel, at six o'clock, William 
:IIcArthur, Esq., M.P., in the chair. 
The proceedings were opened by prayer, 
hy Rev. Joseph Wilkins. The Report of 
the Committee for the past year, which 
was read by the Rev. C. Kirkland, was 
very encouraging. The English stations 
of the Society were never more pros
perous, and the Missionaries in Ireland 
(twenty-six in number) are prosecuting 
their difficult and arduous work with 
singular devotion and much success. 
ltathmines, in Dublin, upon which con
siderable labom has been spent, has 
lieen abandoned, though a Missionary 
has been placed in the centre of the 
Irish capital. A touching and merited 
tribute of love and respect was paid by 
the report to Messrs. Middleditch and 
Keed, and to Dr. Evans, for many 
,ears the earnest friends of the Missions. 
·The treasurer, Mr. G. B. Woolley, sub
mitted the financial statement, from 
which it appears that legacies to the 
amount of upwards of £2,390 had been 
received by the society during the year. 
The speakers were Rev. A. G. Brown, 
G. W. Handford, and R. M. Henry. 

Trrn ll.HTIST Tu1cT SocIETY.-The 
:rnnual meetin~ of this society was held 
at Exeter Hall, April 26th. The chair 
was taken by the Rev. Dr. Price, of 
.\berdare. The speakers were the Rev. 
.J. Harvey, H. Dowson, G. H. Rouse, 
M.A., V{. Jones, W. Alderson, and llfr. 
'Nhitehead, agent of the society. The 
report stated that the year's issues of 
tracts had been twentv-five new tracts 
and six new handbills. Grants to France; 
to the Rev. J. G. Oncken, £50, for 

Germany; to Saxony; to the Rev. J. 
Wall, of Rome, for Italy; to Norway; 
to Madras; Ceylon ; New Zealand; to 
Ireland ; and to many English towns 
have been made. Mr. Oliver, the 
treasurer, stated that the total receipts 
for the past year were £979. 

BAPTIST MrnsIONA.RY Socr&TY.-The 
annual meeting was held at Exeter Hall 
on Thursday, the 27th, Mr. W. Fowler, 
M.P., in the chair. Tho report, which 
was not read, but printed and dis
tributed among the audience, stated 
that the receipts of the year have not 
fallen below the average. Legacies to 
the amount of £3,362 4s. lld., and 
donations to the amount of £2,782 6s. 2d. 
have come in. There has also been an 
increase in the amount of special cen
tributions, devoted to the support of 
particular persons and stations. The 
sum total received by the treasurer 
amounts to £32,878 12s. ld., and the 
expenditure to £31,621 2s. lld. The 
balance on the year's transactions is 
therefore £1,257 9s. 2d. in favour of 
the society. One addition only has been 
made during the year to the staff of 
}1issionaries, )lr. W. Brown, the first 
medical Missionary sent out to China 
by the society. From all quarters of 
the Mission-field in Northern India the 
committee have received gratifying ac
counts of the-itiner;mt labours in which, 
with few exceptions, all the_ Missionaries 
engage. Interesting speeches were de
livered by the chairman, the Rev. W. 
E. Morris, from Southern India; the 
Rev. Dr. Brock, the Rev. Thomas Lea, 
of Jamaica; and the Rev. J.P. Chown. 

IlA.PTIST YOUNG MEN'S MISSIONARY 
AssocrATION.-The annual meeting was 
held on Friday, April 28, at Walworth
road chapel. Mr. J. Kemp Welch in the 
chair. ML". Tresidder read the report, 
from which it appeared that in con
nection with this association thirty-five 
lectures had been delivered, and two 
conferences had been held on the subject 
of Missions. During the twenty-three 
year's of the association's existence, 
without any pecuniary aid from the 
society to which it was an auxiliary, it 
had arranged forty-five conferences 
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on Missions, seventy-one lectures to 
young men, 100 sermons to young men, 
915 illustrated lectures to 320,000 per
sons, while the number of annual 
juvenile services had increased from 
three in 184 7 to seventy-four in the 
present year. The contributions from 
juvenile societies had increased from 
£136 in 184 7 to nearly £1,000 per 
annum. Several of .those who were 
formerly members of the committee had 
gone out as Missionaries, and others 

had become church officers. Mr. Bacon, 
treasurer, read the cash statement. The 
gross receipts had been £332, of which 
£216 had been remitted to the Parent 
Society. These receipts were no ade
quate representation of the success of 
the_ associati~n, the object of the orgrmi
sat10n n~t bemg so much to raise money 
as to stimulate the Missionary spirit, 
and as the result many contributions 
were made directly to the Parent Society. 

Jtn.ominatiomd Jnttlligtn.ct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. ALEX.A~DER GRA...'IT, of Brough, 
Westmoreland, has intimated his accept
ance of a call to the Baptist church, 
Anstruther. 

Rev. Joseph Flory, late of Stonehouse, 
Devon, has accepted a call to the pastor
.ate of Bethel chapel, Cheltenham. 

Mr. J. R. Godfrey, of Chilwell College, 
'has accepted the invitation of the church 
at Alford and Maltby, Lincolnshire, to 
become their pastor. 

Rev. E. Balmforth, of Rawdon College, 
has accepted an invitation to become the 
pastor of the church, Manchester-street, 
Oldham. 

Mr. Richard Steel, late superintendent 
of North-east Coast Scottish Mission, bas 
accepted the call of the church in Gran
town, to become their pastor, and has 
commenced his labours among them. Mr. 
Steel was baptized and united with the 
church in Crown Terrace, Aberdeen, 
during last year. 

Mr. Fletcher, a student of the Metro
politan Tabernacle College, has accepted 
·the invitation to become pastor of the 
church at Potter-street, Harlow. 

Mr. Hook, of the Metropolitan Taber
nacle College, has accepted an invitation 
to the co-pastorate of the church at 
Keynsham, Sumerset. 

Mr.John Evans, student of the college, 
Haverfordwest, has received an invitation 
to become the pastor of the church at 
Glyn Neath. 

Mr. Alexander Macdougall, formerly 
pastor of the church in Rothesay, and 

more recently a missionary in the islands 
of Islay and Colonsay, having found it 
necessary to seek a sphere of labour in a 
milder climate than that of the Hebrides, 
is open to invitation from churches with
out a pastor. His address is (), Denman
road, Talfourd-road, Peckham.. 

Rev. J. M. Stephens, B. A., has resigned 
the pastorate of the church at N aunton 
and Guiting, and has accepted an in 1·ita
tion from the church in Townhead-street, 
Sheffield, to become the pastor of the 
churchaboutto be formed inGlossop-road, 
where a new chapel bas been erected_ }Ir. 
Stephens entered upon his work May 
16th. 

Rev. William Akomb, of Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepte,l a call to 
the pastorate from the second Baptist 
church, Chlppenham, Wilts. 

Baptist Chapel, Sussex-street, Grand 
Parade, Brighton. The church meeting 
in the above place of worship being be
rea\·ed of their beloved pastor, the bto 
Rev. George Isaac, Rev. George ·wyard. 
recently of St. John's Hill, Shrewsbury. 
has accepted a unanimous invitation to 
the pastorate, and commenced his labours 
in the month of April last. 

Rev. W. Jackson has intimated his in
tention to:relinquish shortly his charge at 
Cambray chapel, Cheltenham, and that 
he is open to invitations. 

Rev. P. Gibb, late of Wolsingham, 
Durham, has accepted the cordial invita
tion of the church at Millington, New 
Jersey, U.S., and entered on his labours 
there on the 23rd April. 
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Rev. \V. Haddock, of Twyn Gwyn, 
Monmouthshire, has accepted the cordial 
ancl unanimous invitation of the Baptist 
church meeting at Libanus, Swansea, and 
will commence his labours there shortly. 

The Rev. J. Duff, of Ra-w·don College, 
has accepted the unanimous invitation to 
the pastorate of the church at Stockton. 
on•Tces, aud ,~ill commence his labours 
there on \Vhit Sunday. 

RECOGNITIONS. 
ON \Vednesday, April 12, services were 

helcl in connection with the reopening of 
the chapel at Prince's Risborough, and 
the settlement of the pastor, Rev. F. J. 
Benskin, of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
College. The chapel had been thoroughly 
renovated, occasioning an outlay of about 
£250. The Rev. H. Hirons presided. 
The Rev. J. B. Marriott offered the ordi
nation prayer. Rev. G. Rogers gave a 
charge to the minister, and Rev. T. 
Davies addressed the church. In the 
evening meeting, presided o,·er by the 
Re,·. G. Rogers, J. Butcher, H. Bradford, 
H. Wilkins, H. Hirons, and others took 
pa.rt. 

On Monday, April 17th, a recognition 
tea-meeting was held in the Baptist 
chapel, Bushey, to welcome Rev. T. R. 
H. Sturges, of the Metropolitan Taber
nacle College, as its pastor. At the pub
lic meeting, the Rev. David Gracey pre
sided. Re,·. G. Rogers addressed the 
pastor and afterwards the church. The 
Revs. T. Peters, J. Basley, H. Dunning
ton, W. R. Widdowson, R. Bayne, also 
addressed the meeting. 

On Thursday, April 13, recognition-ser
vices were held in the Coggeshall-road 
chapel, Braintree, in connection with 
the settlement of Rev. S. Hawkes, late 
of Buxton, Norfolk. In the afternoon a 
public service was held: Rev. W. Lloyd 
read the Scriptures and prayed, and Rev. 
E. Spurrier preached. In the evening 
a public meeting was held in the chapel. 
J. Tritton, Esq. took the chair. Mr. 
Baag stated the circumstances which led 
the0 church to invite Mr. Hawkes to the 
pastorate. Rev. E. Spurrier, as secretary 
of the Essex Union of Baptist Churches, 
gave Mr. Hawkes a hearty welcome to 
their fellowship. Rev. A. Goodrich de
livered an address upon" False Views of 
the Pastorate." Mr. Jones, of Bocking, 
the Rev. G. Sear, Rev. W. Pritchard, 

the Revs. R. C. Sowerby and J. T. Kearne 
also took part in the meeting. 

OLDHAM.-On Tuesday, April 11, the 
Rev. R. H. Bayly was publicly recognised 
as pastor of the congregation meeting in 
King-street chapel. A tea-meeting wa11 
held in the schoolroom, after which ser
vice commenced in the chapel. The Rev, 
H. Stowell Brown delivered a discourse 
on the Christian Ministry. The Rev. H. 
Dowson was to have addressed the church 
on its responsibilities and duties, but was 
prevented by the sudden decease of his 
colleague, Dr. Evans. In his absence 
this part of the service was undertaken 
by the Rev. James Webb. The Scrip
tures were read and prayers offered by 
Revs. L. Nuttall, A. Pitt, J. Hughes, 
and J. Hodgson. 

ST;itADBROKE, SuFFOLK.-On Wednes
day, May 3, services were held in con
nection with the settlement of the Rev. 
G. Cobb, late of Framsden, as the pastor. 
ln the afternoon, a sermon was preached 
by T. M. Morris. A public tea followed, 
after which a meeting was held in the 
evening. Addresses were delivered on 
the "Pastoral Office," by the Rev. T. 
M. Morris; the "Mission of the Church," 
by the Rev. A. Jackson ; " Onr Position 
and Principles as Nonconformists," by 
the Rev. N. F. Gooch; and "Christian 
Union," by the Rev. T. Roddy. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 
BEXLEY-HEATH, T.RINITY CHAPEL.

The annual sermons will be preached 
(D.V.) on Tuesday, 6th of June. Rev. F. 
Tucker, B.A. will preach at three o'clock. 
Rev. Jabez Burns, D.D., will preach at 
6·30. Tea provided at five o'clock. Trains 
come at frequent intervals from Cannon
street and the intermediate stations to 
Bexley. 

PARK-ROAD CHA.PEL, EsHER.-The an
niversary will be held on Tuesday, June 
20th, when the Rev. F. Tucker, B.A., 
of Camden-town, will preach in the after
noon, at three o'clock, and the Rev. A. 
Raleigh, D.D., of Canonbury, in the 
eYening, at seven o'clock. Tea will be 
provided in the new schoolroom. 

CovE.RDALE SCHOOLROOM, \VATERLOO· 
STREET, CoMME.RCIAL-ROAD, E.-'Ihe an
nual excursion of the friends meeting in 
the above room to Sewardstone, Essex, by 
vans, &c., will take place (D, v.) on 
Thursday, June 22nd, 1871. Several 
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ministers will go with the friends. The 
conveyances will leave the schoolroom at 
half-past eight in the morning. 

PRESENTATIONS. 
THE Rev. J. Forth, minister of the 

Baptist chapel at Cullumpton, has been 
presented with a timepiece by the mem
bers of the Mutual Improvement Class 
connected with the chapel. 

The Rev. James Smith took leave of 
the congregation worshipping in the 
chapel at Redhill on the 10th of April. 
The chair was taken by Samuel Barrow, 
Esq., who liberally presented the church 
with another donation of £20 towards the 
debt now remaining upon the chapel. The 
senior deacon, Mr. E. Hawley, presented 
the pastor with a handsome testimonial, 
and the congregation with a purse con
taining twenty , gvineas. Rev. G. J. 
Adeney and J. Wheatly, with many other 
friends, and the chairman, addressed the 
meeting, expressing their respect towards 
the late pastor. Mr. Smith has accepted 
the invitation of the church at Hadden
ham. 

On the 28th of March, a meeting was 
held at Ford Forge Baptist chapel, to 
take leave of their late pastor, Rev. J. 
Ashmead. J'. Black, Esq., was called to 
the chair, and presented him with a 
cheque on behalf of the congregation as 
supplementary of a former presentation 
made to him some time ago. The Revs. 
W. Taylor, Kilham, J. A. Craig, Crook
ham, and G. M'Griflie, Etal, with Mr. 
Dodd, and J. Youug, M.A., of Berwick, 
were the other speakers. 

On Sunday, May 7th, Rev. J. Mitchell 
-Cox, the founder of the Baptist cause in 
Penge, preached his farewell services in 
the Tabernacle, to large congregations. 
On the following day (Monday), the fare
well services were continued by a public 
meeting, The chairman, F. W. Lloyd, 
Esq., and Benjamin Sly, Esq., addressed 

, the meeting. The latter, in appropriate 
words, presented to the pastor, in the 
name of the church, a handsome gold 
~atch and chain (value fifteen guineas), 
lil addition to the £80 which had been 
presented to him at a frevious meeting. 

A social meeting o the church and 
congregation took place on the 2nd of 
April in the Baptist chapel, West Burn
street, Greenock, when a handsome gold 
watch was presented to the pastor, the 
Rev. E. Maclean. 

On ·wednesday evening, April 23, a 
number of members of the Bible Christian 
denomination assembled at Havclock 
Park, Southsea, to present a testimonial 
to Rev. J. Matthews. W, Good, Esq., 
Town Councillor, presided. A copy of 
Dr. Smith's dictionary and a gold pencil
case were presented. Mr. Matthews 
whose work in this neighbourhood ha; 
bee~ highly _successful, has adopted the 
Scnptural view of baptism, and in con
sequence resigned his pastorate. He was 
publicly baptized on Lord's-day, April !J, 

I at St. Paul's Chapel, Southsea, by Rev. 
J. Hunt (?ooke, in the presence of a large 
congregat10n. 

On Thursday evening, April 11, an 
elegant copy of "Kitto's Illustrated 
Bible" was presented to the Rev. James 
1''oster by the members of the Baptist 
Bible-class, Milton, Oxon. 

On_ Friday evening, the 12th of May, a 
meetmg was held at the British School
room, St. Bride's, Mon,, for the purpose 
o~ pre~e;11ting t_be Rev. J. Morgan, Bap
tist =ister, with a purse of gold, on his 
leaving for Bassalleg, in the sa.me county. 
Th~ meeting was composed of represen
tatives of every denomination in the 
neighbourhood. Mr. Williams occupied 
the chair. ~-'ill address, expressive of the 
high esteem in which the rev. gP.ntleman 
is regarded by the whole populat:wn, was 
presented by :Mr. E. Granger, teacher of 
the British school. 

NEW CHAPELS. 
At Cosham, Rants, a stronghold of 

Ritualism, a neat chapel is being erected. 
On Monday, April 17, services were held 
in connection with the laying of the 
memorial-stone. Rev. J. Eames, Rev. J. 
H. Cook, Rev. T. -w. Medhurst, and the 
Rev. \Y. Pearce, _took part in the cere
mony. A public meeting was held in the 
evening, presided over by John Warn, 
Esq., secretary to the building fund. 
Addresses were deli,•ered by Revs. H. 
Kitchen, T. W. Medhurst, W. Grigg, 
W. Pearce, S. Spurgeon, of Havant; J. 
Matthews, and others. The building will 
seat, when finished, about 250 persons. 

On Tuesday, the ll th of April, a new 
chapel was opened in \Vem, Salop, when 
sermons were preached-in the mornin" 
by Rev. Charles Vince ; in the afternoo;;, 
by Rev. J. J. Brown. In the evenincr a 
public meeting was held, Rev. J. 0 G. 
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Stephen in the chair ; and addresses con
gratulating the minister of the place, the 
Rev. H. Hughes, and his friends on the 
commodious chapel erected by them, were 
delivered by Rev. Charles Vince, J. J. 
Brown, Henry Angus, and Wm. Champ
ness. It is estimated that the cost of 
erection will exceed £800, and but for 
the gratuitous services of the generous 
farmers of the neighbourhood in drawing 
the materials free of charge this estimate 
would have been considerably higher. 

On Tuesday, April 9, a new and com
modious cha,pel, built on the site formerly 
occupied by an old, inadequate, and 
dilapidated edifice, on Goldhill, Chalfont 
St. Peter's, Bucks, was opened and dedi
cated. The opening sermon was preached 
by the Rev. F. Tucker, B. A. The Rev. 
F. Sage, and the Rev. J. Cave, took part 
in the service. In the afternoon a public 
meeting was held, over which J. J. Smith 
Esq., presided. The pastor (the Rev. W. 
B. Hobling) made a report respecttng the 
progress and present state of the building 
fund. He stated that the erection of the 
chapel had been a work of stern necessity. 
That when it was resolved to build, it 
was not intended to have expended more 
than £600, but the work had grown nuder 
their hands, and the tender which had 
been accepted for the erection of their 
present chapel amounted to £905. The 
total expenditure would amount to be
tween £1,100 and £1,200; of which £600 
had been already raised. Many handsome 
private gifts had been made. The Chair
man, Revs. F. Tucker, B.A., G. W. 
Banister, and C. Baillache addressed the 
meeting. The evening sermon was 
preached by the Rev. C. Baillache. The 
total proceeds of the day's offerings 
amounted to £ll0. 

Memorial stones of a new Baptist 
chapel, in Junction-str~et, uttoxeter 
New-road, Derby, were laid on Monday, 
April 8. The church is to be a bya~ch 
of St. Mary's-gate church. The build1!1g 
which is now being erected is 38ft. Gm. 
by 54ft. Gin. It will, when it is com
pleted, seat upwards of 400 persons. 
There will also be ten class-rooms under
neath the chapel. The estimate for the 
whole (including the vrevious debt of 
£145 on the old chapel) 1s£J ,l00; towards 
which about £:WO have been promised. 
The ceremony on Monday commenced by 
singing and prayer, after which the Rev. 

H. Crnssweller gave a short address, Mr. 
William Abell, of Elm Tree House, then 
laid one 0£ the stones ; and Mr. J osepb 
Hadfield, of the Great Eastern Railway, 
London, laid the other. The dedication 
prayer was offered by the Rev. J. S. 
J<'ordham. 

A series of services in connection with 
the opening of the new Baptist church, 
Glossop-road, Sheffield, were held during 
the week ending Saturday, 13th of May. 
The church is built of stone in the 
Gothic style of a.rchitecture. The front 
presents a well-proportioned gable, on the 
town side of which is a tower 150ft. high. 
The architects are Messrs. Innocent and 
Brown, of Prior-court, Sheffield. It is 
estimated that the church will comfort
ably seat 820 persons, 500 downstairs and 
320 in the gallery. The total cost of the 
whole buildings-the land being lease
hold--will be about £6,500. Towards 
that nearly £5,000 had been raised, in
cluding £1,000 received from the Baptist 
Chapel Building Loan Society. The con
gregations at the opened services were 
large. In the morning the pulpit was 
occupied by the Rev. J. P. Chown. of 
Bradford; and in the evening by the Rev. 
A. M'Laren, B.A., of Manchest.er. Col
lections were made after each service, 
amounting to £104. 

YARMOUTH. -The new Yarmouth 
Tabernacle was opened for public worship 
on Good Friday. · The chapel fa erected 
in the place of a dilapidated and uncom
fortable meeting-house, and is built of 
brick. Accommodation is provided for 
more than 500 persons, and the school 
and class-rooms will afford space for 300 
children. In the morning a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. W. Robiµson, and 
in the evening by the Rev, Dr. Landels. 
On Sunday the Rev. T. Morris preached. 
The total sum obtained from these se1·
vices was 1151. 

NEW CHURCHES. 
LORDSHIP-LANE BAPTIST CHURCH, EAST 

DuLwrcn.-In December, 1869, an iron 
chapel was erected in Goodrich-road, 
Lordship-lane, by the Walworth Young 
Men's Christian Mission, upon a plot of 
ground secured for the erection of a per
manent chapel. Since that time services 
have been held by supplies sent by Rev. 
W. Howieson, and have been accom
panied with the Divine blessing. At 
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length it was determined to form a 
church in_ connection with the building, 
and the Rev. W. Howieson, as pa.stor of 
the church at Walworth-road chapel, 
visited tho 'chapel and gave the right 
hand of fellowship to twenty-one friends 
dismissed from various churches to the 
new church. The church has requested 
Mr. H.J. Tresidder to become its pastor, 
and he commenced his ministry on the 
tirst Lord's-day in May; 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
On :Monday, April 17th, the annual 

meeting of the Col portage Association was 
held in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, the 
Rev. J. A. Spurgeon in the chair. Mr. 
Frederi-:k A. Jones, the honorary secre• 
tary, read a report for the past year; 
which contained many interesting ex
tracts from the letters of the society's 
agent. Two of the colporteurs were 
present, and gave an account of their 
work in the district of Romford, and the 
Isle of Sheppey. Rev. R. Shindler, of 
Eythorne, Kent, also strongly recom
mended colportage agency from personal 
experience of its efficacy, the church of 
which he is pastor having maintained a 
colporteur in connection with the asso
ciation for the past two years. The 
association ha.s been the means of circu
lating a large amount of religious lite- : 
rature. 

Anniversary services were held at the 
Baptist chapel, A bercromboye, Glamor
ganshire. on Sunday and Monday, April 
30 and May I. On Sunday morning, the 
Rev. Levi Thomas, D. D., preached. At 
two the Rev. J. F. Davies. and Rev. M. 
Phillips, Aberaman. preached. At six 
the Rev. Levi Thomas, D. D. preached. 
Monday afternoon, the Rev. J. W. Wil
liams, and Rev. Levi Thomas, D.D., 
preached. At six the Rev. W. Williams, 
and Rev. Levi. Thomas, D.D., preached. 

During the last week in April in
teresting services were held daily at 
the Baptist chapel in Bideford, to com
memorate the formation of the church 
half a century ago. On Thursday a 
meeting was held in the chapel, presided 
over by T. Evans, Esq., J.P. The Rev. 
W. G. Hailstone, Rev. R. P. Macmaster, 
J. W. Spear, W. Allen, P. Labdon, and 
,J. Constance took part. An interesting 
review of the history of the church 
during the past half century was pre-

pared and read by the Rev. E. T. Scam
mell. The ministers of the locality present 
were the Revs. W. Allan, W. Dunstone, 
P. Labdon, J. W. i'lpear, ,J. Brierley, W. 
G. Hailstone, ,J. Leslie, W. T. Whitmarsh, 
and J. Constance. 

At Park-road Baptist chapel, Rycle, 
Isle of Wight, on Thursday, May 11th, 
meetings were held to commemorate the 
second anniversary of the present ministry. 
At the public meeting, presided over by 
the pastor, Rev. W. ,J. Hall, congratu
latory addresses were delivered by the 
Rev.J. H. Cooke,T. W. :Medhurst, R. Y. 
Roberts, and J. B. Burt. 

A SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER SET 
APART FOR TEACHING BY SPE
CIAL PRAYER. 

IN the afternoon of Sunday fortnight, a 
special meeting of the teachers and adult 
scholars of the Baptist school in this town 
W'l.S held in the minister's vestry, which 
will lollg be remembered by those who 
were present. The business of the meeting 
was to dedicate a young woman to the 
work of teaching in the Sunday-school. 
Prayer was offered by three or four 
teachers. and a short address was de
livered by the pastor who presided. and 
who, in the name of the teachers, gave 
the young woman the right hand of fel
lowship. The meeting was most impres
sive. Everyone was melted to tears. The 
Divine presence was much felt. Me8tings 
of this kind must tend much to impress 
the minds of the teachers genaally, and 
those then inducted specially, not only 
with the responsibility which rests upon 
them, but with the dignity and glory of 
the work in which they are engaged. 

The standard of teaching in Sunday
schools should be higher, the tone and 
character of the teacher's life should be 
more attractive, and the ideal of the work 
of teaching more sacred and din.ne. 

JA~IES HnrnEs. 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Jfay 17th, 1S71. 

BAPTISMS. 
.Armll'y.-April 30, Six, by thC' Pnstur, JB.rue:-: 

Wnlker. 
Ashton-011-Cfun.-April 2;:;, Tllree, by the Rev. J. 

II. Wnite, in the river Ctun. 
Bishop f:J'tort/Onl.-lfoy 4, Two, by Put'itor D. 

IIodgkins. 
Bristol, King-street B:1.ptbt chapcl.-...--\1- ril ::!O, 

Si.x-1 by Mr. U. C. ~ightiw..:,dc•, the uew pa::;tvr 
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<Jhe.,trr. Bnrk Brook-str<'.'rt.-April 2a, One i Mn.y 
14-1 Om\ hvMr. P. Price. 

Eye, Suffolk.-M"y 7, One, hy J. Ch\rke, tho 
JlMIOr. 

Gla,•bw•.11, Breconsbire.-.April 23, Two, by D. 
Howell, t.he pastor. 

Harston. Cambs.-~ov.::l. Two; Dec.22, Twcln~; 
Me.y 4, Fifteen, by S. H. Akehurst, 

lp~wfrh, Stoke-green. - May 4, Ten, hy "V,.,r, 
Wbale. 

J,wrou·--on-Tpne.-March 22, One ; April :30, Four, 
by W.Banks. 

J.,eire.~ter.-May 2, Fin\ by G. T. Ennnl~. 
Metropolitan District-
Arthur-street, Peckham.-Mny 3, Fh-e, by Mr. 

Fulton. 
JJ010.-May 14, Four, by J. H. Blake. 
.AfeJ.1·opolitan, Ta.be,·nacle.-April 271 T.wenty-four, 

by Re~. J. A. ~purgeon. 
Middlesborough, Park-strcet.-March 2, Three; 

_o\pril G, Four~ May 4, Three, by ,v. H. Priter, the 
-pastor. 

Jfonmo1ith.-March 1, Fonr: April 23, Three, hy 
W. Morgan. 

.Afought1·q1. Montgomeryshire.-April 30, One by 
DaTid Davies. 

Moulton, Carey Chapel.-April 30, Six, by J. R. 
Parker, the pastor. 

Portsmout~ Land.port, Lake-ros.U. -~ay 3, 
Two. by T. W. Medhurst, 

Pont1,roo~ Zion Chape!.-April 30, Throe, by 
Rev. D. Danes, pn.stor. 

Poundalos.-May 12, One. hy Dn.vid Davies. 
Shrew.,bur11, St. John's Hill Chapel.-April 30, 

Four~ One of which wa.s the pastor's wife, by J. 
Manning, the past-0r. 

Stra~ford-on-Avon.-Yay 3, Three, by Edmund 
Morley. 

Westra11. Orkney Islo.nds.-Mn.rch 2.5, One; April 
22, One, by G. McDonald. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
MAESDROOK, SALor.-On Monday, May 
1st, lSil, HANNAH, the beloved wife 
of Thomas Rees, Baptist minister, de
parted this life in the thirty-seventh 
year of her age, leavincr behind six 
small children and her dear husband 
to mourn her loss. In the days of her 
youth she hacl been baptized, on a pro
fession of her faith in the Redeemer, and 
that profession she bad consistently main
tained until the day of her death. Through 
the whole of her illness she was wonder
fully resigned to the Lord's will, and gave 
unbounded evidence of the presence of the 
Saviour to help her and of her love to 
Him. She preached the Gospel to all who 
came. to see her. Some of her last words 
were, " Oh, the beautiful mansion pre
pared for me ! I shall soon be with my 
Saviour. Look up, dear husband ! the 
Lord will provide. I am but a stranger 
here," &c.; and with the last breath, 
'' Come, come, come, Lord Jesus ! come 
quickly ! " ancl then without a struggle 
she entered her eternal rest; Her death 
was improved by Mr. T. Embrey, from 
Luke xii. 40. The congregation was 
very large. 
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"THE ZEAL OF THE LORD."• 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT TIIE METROPOLITAN TADERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEOl'f, 

"The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this."-lsaiah ix. 7. 

BEYOND all controversy, this is a most remarkable text. Zeal is an attribute 
which is attributable to man; but we do not often think or. speak of the zeal of 
the Lord of Hosts. A.t first sight, it might seem to be a word misplaced : God's 
zeal, the Divine arm, the fervency of the Infinite. Yet, if we think a little as we 
co=une together to-night, I do not doubt but that much of comfort will cluster 
round the word-" The zeal of the Lord of Hosts." When I turn to Holy Writ, 
I do not find that, in connection with the creation, the word zeal was ever used ; 
and yet it was a glorious work, to make ten thousand thousand worlds, to fill 
space with ponderous orbs, before whose dimensions human imagination itself is 
staggered. It was no small work to make this world, with all its varieties of skill 
and art, adaptation and beauty. The morning stars might well sing together at 
the sight of it, and burst forth into a new hymn, as the light.first shone upon this 
our planet. But the Lord seems to have done it much at His ease. In six days 
He finished it, and rested from all His work. No element of hardness, no token 
of zeal. Indeed, what is there in the mere creative act to awaken those marvellous 
attributes. which dwell in the bosom of the infinite Jehovah? Wisdom? why, it is 
but the play of wisdom. Power? it was but a mere freak of power. There is 
such boundless power in God, that all that He hath created is but a drop of the 
bucket, and as a very little thing compared with Him. Nor, if I remember 
rightly, does the idea ever come up in connection with the sustaining of worlds 
and the guiding of the events of Providence. It is true He calleth them all by 
their names, and by the greatness of His power, not one faileth. Arcturus with 
his sons; Mazzaroth in his season; the Pleiades in their delightful iniluences,
all these are swayed and governed by Him. But we find not that He was 
awakened up to zeal at all concerning them. A.nd in the wonders of Providence 
which have been wrought upon earth, it is remarkable how gently, how easily 
Jehovah seems to take them. Look at that splendid work at the Red Sea-a work 
which God Himself seems to have selected as a masterpiece of His skill and of His 
power, for even in heaven they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and of 
the Lamb-that song, "Sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphcLl gloriously; 
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea." But how did He accomplish 
that stupendous work? "Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea coverecl them; 
they sank like lead in the mighty waters." No enthusiasm, no stirring up of 
strength; just the tender breath of His mouth, and it is all done, and the chiva_lry 
of Egypt sinks into the middle of the sea. Nor when I hear of angels bemg 
formed of the Lord, whenever that event may have taken place, do I hear_ of 
anything like the zeal of the Lord in connection therewith. Nor even the creat10n 
of A.dam, when He took the man and placed him in the garden to till it. I pray 
I may use no expression which will dishonour the Most High ; yet when we sp_eak 
of Him, we are obliged to use language according to t~e_analogies of human_kind. 
It seems to me that when God created mere materialism, there was nothmg to 
excite the Divine mind beyond a mere complacency, when He looked upon it and 
said, "It was very good." And when He created pure spirits that were incapable 

• This Sermon being Copy1·ight, the right of reprinting and translating is reserved. 
No. 152, NEW SERrns. 
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of singing snch as angels, He rejoiced to see their happiness; but inasmuch as 
th~y could not have communion with Him, not being as good to know good or evil, 
His soul does not seem to have been stirred ; but Re desired, if I may use such 
language concerning Him, to have a race of beings surrounding Him who should 
know both good and evil, who should know evil by having l?ractically fallen 
mto it, having so smarted tmder it as to know it to be evil in a practical 
and experimental sense, - a race of creatures who should from henceforth 
never choose evil, who should '\'"oluntarily choose that which is good for ever 
and for ever, because they should be so bound to Him, the source of all 
goodness, by an overwhelming obligation of love, that while thev know evil 
they shall bewail it; while they understand what it is to sin, they shall never 
throughout eternity, either in thought or imagination, defile themselves with sin, 
but shall remain immaculate, perfect, through the constraint of a love which He 
shall reveal toward them, which shall be sufficient to wash their robes and make 
them white, world without end. It seems to me that He desired to have a race of 
creatures that should not be like angels, or a race of creatures apart from himself; 
but a race that should be His sons, that should be mysterious and wonderful ; and 
His plan was this, that Jesus, His only Son, should come into this world and take 
upon Himself the flesh and nature of fallen creatures, that in that flesh He should 
die, and put away the guilt of all their sin, and that by His flesh, when risen, He 
should establish a link between them and God, so that there should be nothing 
between God and man. God blessed first for ever, and then Jesus, the Man, 
positively and really a man, clinging by His manhood through His Godhead to 
those chosen creatures whom He should have purified and made clean, who should 
for ever exist, the children of God, partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption which is in the world through lust. It is not for me,-it is not for 
anyone, to strike out the Divine idea, and say this is what God meant and 
intended ; but we have enough of Scripture to let us say that this was a part of 
His aim at any rate; that in Jesus Christ there should be a race of creatures 
distinct from all others, because actually alive with the Deity,-creatures who, to 
use the expression of the serpent, should "be as gods, knowing good and evil," 
and be as gods always and for ever, preferring the good, though they have tasted 
the evil, and might have chosen it but were constrained by Divine grace to bewail 
it, and henceforth to keep close to God, world without end. 

Now, brethren, it was such a plan as this that awoke the zeal of God. This was 
what could not have been done by mere power, but must bring forth all the 
attributes of God ; the work that had to be achieved here was worthy of a great 
Creator ; it was a work which would reveal the Deity as no other work had ever 
done ; and hence, if I may use the expression (I have often to excuse myself, not 
to you, but to Him), He seems to brace Himsel~ up t? a display of all the DiVID:e 
energy and Almighty omnipotence, to accomplish His purpose, to carry out H1s 
plan, and make Jesus the King of a chosen company. "The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts shall perform this." 

First then God enters into the plan of glorifying Christ and making to Him
self a people' with great zeal. This can be proved in. the _following way: we 
judge of a man's zeal when the purpose has been l?ng m his heart, and he has 
most industriously followed it through a long per10d. Now, the plan of grace 
through Jesus Christ was in the eternal heart befor_e the worlds were ma~e. He 
had it all in His mind. Hence He speaks of Christ as "the Lamb slam front 
before the foundation of the world," and never once has the Divine mind turned 
aside from this purpose. Think, then, what zeal God must have towards the 
achievement of this design, when through these long ?,ges, as we ea~ them, He 
bas continued still resolved to push on the work winch He cletermme~ to do. 
Think, again, all the events of Providence that have ever occurred on this globe, 
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have had an eye to that purpose, from the little up to the great. When He set 
the bounds of the people, !le set them according to the children of Israel; He, had 
an eye to the people of His love and to the Son of His choice, even when He 
was.mapping out the territ?ries WQich the different races should inhabit, and not 
a kmg has fallen from his throne, not an army has devastated a province, no 
c~a1;1ge~ of government, no changes of race have ever taken place apart from the 
D1vme mtent, that He would set his Son upon His holy hill of Zion, and make 
Him ~o be a King over _all t~e nations of the earth. To that purpose God has 
steadily adhered all this while, and hence I honour " the zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts." 

Just think a moment, and I will show yon God must be zealous in this matter. 
Behold His Son stoops to become a man. Yon see Him lying as a babe in 
Bethlehem's manger. You behold Him as a youth obedient to His parents; as a 
full-grown man, a servant of servants in His toil. Now, when the Lord looks 
down upon His soul, how He must resolve to glorify Him. Oh! what must be the 
thought in that fraternal bosom. Does My Son thus stoop, does He take such a 
nature into union with Himself. Oh, I will crown His head with many crowns; 
for all His stoopings He shall have a glory. Does He sit there at a harlot's side at 
the well of Samaria ? Does He sit there at the table with publicans and sinners ? 
Does He go down to bear the sorrows of the sins of men. God seems to declare 
by Himself that He will give Him a name that is above every name,-for all His 
stooping, He shall have an exaltation,-the name at which every knee shall bow, 
even the name of Jesus, and every tongne shall confess that He is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. 

Or, look further through your tears, behold the wondrous sacrifice of Calvary. 
Can you behold Jesus, smarting, suffering, bleeding, dying, and can you imagine 
God looking on, a regular spectator? Oh, no! If we may suppose Him to be 
capable of passions like ourselves, we shall have to say, as He looked upon His 
dying Son, He vowed that He would lift His head above the sons of men, and 
make Him see a numerous seed to recompense His pain. If anything could make 
a man zealous in his cause, it would be to see it stained with the best blood on 
earth, to see it stained with his own son's blood. Surely a man would say, I 
consecrate myself over the blood of my child to live and die, to honour the name 
that was thus put to shame for my purpose, my design. And God saith the same. 
The zeal of God burned at Cal vary. 

Think again; Jesus Christ at this moment is everywhere dishonoured. Thou
sands use Christ's name in superstition, worshipping a crucifix, making a God out 
of the very images. Multitudes of people practise idolatry, enshrine and adore false 
deities; and what does God say? Think you that He looks on like Jove, fabled 
amongst the heathen an impassive spectator? Oh, it is not so. He hears the 
blasphemies of men; He sees their sins; and though He keeps His right hand in 
His bosom, and we sometimes say," Now, where is Thy zeal, and t)le soundings of 
Thy bowels;" it is only because He is Divine and can put a Divine restraint 
upon His zeal that He does not rise at once and sweep away the idols, and 
devastate the nations. His long suffering makes Him wait; His pity bids Him 
tarry; but the day shall come-and it draweth near-when with the hammer He 
shall break in pieces, and with _the ir?n rod He shall dash, like a po_tter's ,essel, 
the usurpers who dare to stand m Christ's way and to take away the kmgclom from 
the rio-htful heir. Yet the very sins of men are stirring up the Lord, and their 
iniquities transgressidns, ancl blasphemies almost are exciting His holy soul, 
making r/, zeal to burn within Him, which one of these days, in the set time, 
will perform its work. 

Only one more proof on this point, and it is this : ~rethren, we become zealous 
when we hear the cries and tears of the oppressed. I thmk I see a senator standing 
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on ~he floor of the House of Commons, pleading, in years gono by, the cause of 
Afr1c's down-trodden sons. I do not wonder at the zeal of Wilberforce or the mar
,ellous eloquence of Fox. What a causo they had! They could hear the clanging 
of the fetters of the slaves, the sighs of prisoners, the shrieks of women, and thi8 
m_ade them speak, for they burned with an indignation which carried them away. 
Pity pulled up the sluices of their speech, and thefr souls mn out in mighty 
t?rrents of overwhelming eloquence. Now, think, the Lord this day hears the 
sighs of the oppressed all over the world ; He hears the sighs of the sorrowful; 
and beyond that there comes up the daily cries of His elect, who day and night 
beseech His throne. Oh, that we were more clamorous! Oh, that we were more 
intensely importunate! Oh, that we gave Him no rest until He would establish 
and make Jerusalem a prai~e on the earth; for, remember the words of the Lord 
,T esus, how He said, " And shall not God avenge His own elect ? Though they 
cry mght and day unto Him, I tell you He will avenge them speedily." 

You see, then, proofs of God's zeal, and the source of it, if we may use such a 
term. It is His purpose; a purpose to which He has kept so long. His zeal is, 
moreover, excited by Christ's humiliation, by the blasphemies and sins of men, and 
by the tears of His people. God is not as we are-cold, insensible. He is full of 
zeal; and in the great good old cause, which shall at last win the day, there may 
be zealous partizans ; but none is so zealous as the Lord of Hosts ; a Master in the 
midst of Israel. 

We will now change the strain, and notice the second point. The text saith 
His zc:>al will perform it; that is to say, will perform the setting of Christ upon 
His kingdom, and the establishing of it for ever. But it will perform everything 
that has to do with that kingdom. God's zeal will not leave a single jot or tittle 
of the covenant of His grace unfulfilled. He hath lifted His hand ; He hath 
sworn bT Himself that Christ shall see of the travail of His soul ; and the zeal of 
God will carry this out. 

Notice, then, men and brethren, to-night, first, that the Lo;rd will secure the 
sal'l'"ation of all His chosen. Nothing else could secure it but God's own zeal. The 
zeal of all the Church would not secure it. Men might perish notwithstanding 
every act ; but God knoweth them that are His, and He will find them out. If 
there be some of them to-night plunged into the depths of sin, or others far gone 
in Atheism or unbelief, the zeal of God will find out every blood-bought one, and 
Christ shall have every single soul that the Father gave Him, and that He 
redeemed with blood from amongst men. Oh, there is joy in this ; but we cannot 
stay to think of it. 

This secures, in the next place, the spread of the truth. Sometimes we sit down 
and say " Truth, though mighty in itself, does not prevail amongst a godless gene
ration set upon their idols ; " and oftentimes we mourn and lament because file 
battle has turned ao-ainst the Lord. But, brethren, God's truth is wide enough 
and safe enough, w~ need not weep over a few defeats. God has ordained that the 
laurels of the King are all safe. He hath trodden the winepress alone, and the 
victory is sure to Him. We have but to keep on in the patience and tribulation 
of the saints till the set time shall come, and every truth that God has declared shall 
be crowned and honoured. Wisdom is justified of all her children, and the in:fini~e 
wisdom of Jesus shall be justified in all His teaching. But the grand meanmg 1s 
this: that the day is sure to come when all the nationR shall be converted unto 
God. I am not going into any pre-millennial or post-m~llennial ~heories. . I 
am neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet; b11;t 1£ tJ:iere 1s anyt~mg 
plain in Scripture it seems to be this: that there 1s a kmgdom of ~hr1st; 
that there will be a reign of Christ over the people; that the Son of David shall 
:ule the kingdom, from the rivers ev~n to the ends of the earth; the~ that dwell 
m the wilderness shall bow before Him ; the heathen shall come and lick the dust 



" THE ZE.lL OF THE LORD." li3 

o.t His feet, and He shall be King of kings, and Lord of lords. " The zeal of the 
Lord of Ho~ts will perform this," saith the text. I thank the Master for that 
word. All the missionary societies in the world never will know how to perform 
it; if they were strengthened to the uttermost they would never be able to achieve 

. this work. Not all the ministry will ever be able to perform this. Nor do I see 
any means adapted to achieve so sublime an end. Why the population is increasing 
upon Christianity. We do not hold our own. R.:,Jatively, to the population, I 
suppose, there are not so many believers in Christ to-day as there were a hundred 
years ago. We are going backward instead of forward. See, ye sons of men, yov.r 
zeal and your earnestness-nay, your lack of zeal and your lack of earnestness
see what it will come to ! Poor, vain instruments, what can we perform~ Bat in 
the rear there is One who will do it. As in the days of battle, when the front ranks 
are beaten, and one rank after another is driven back, up come the old guards, and 
they never quail, and know not how to say retreat, and so they win the day. Now, 
behold a greater than all the hosts of men, the Eternal Ages, the Ancient of Days, 
the Infinite Himself, shall bring up His servants in the day of battle, and He shall 
thunder gloriously; the Gospel shall be proclaimed ; the kingdom shall be won ; 
Christ shall reign, and the "Hallelujah" shall come up unto the Lord Omnipotent, 
who not only gets the kingdom, but gets it by His own power, wins it by His own 
zeal. " The Lord of Hosts, the Lord of Hosts shall perform this." 

Now, our last word is practical; the practical teaching which arises out of this 
truth. The expression of the text is only used four times in Scripture. One of 
these is a repetition of another. Virtually it is only used three times. In Isaiah 
!xiii. 15, "the zeal of the Lord of Hosts" is used, as I have used it already, as 
an argument for prayer. God is thus ad,:h-essed, " Where is Thy zeal, and the 
sounding of Thy bowels, and of Thy mercies towards me ? Are they restrained?" 
What a plea in prayer for us to-morrow night! 0 God, convert the sons of men; 
put an end to blasphemy and sin. If Thou do not, we have heard of Thy zeal, 
but where is Thy zeal? Thou canst do it, why dost Thou not do it ? Thou canst 
save. The hardest heart will yield to Thee. The rod of iron and steel shall be 
broken by the iron of the Cross. Oh! God, where, where, where is Thy zeal ? 
Hast Thou forgotten the great fall, and the kingdom, and the covenant, and Thine 
oath? Hast Thou forgotten Thy Son, His griefs, His merits ; Thy promised 
recompense to Him? Where is Thy zeal? Oh! but this is a battering-ram to 
shake the very gates of heaven with. Men of prayer and faith, learn how to use 
this! The next time you are wrestling with the angel, if you would overcome 
him, here is the master-plea, " Where is Thy zeal, and the sounding of Thy 
bowels ? " Let us thus flee to God ! 

But the text may be used, in the second place, as a ground of hope. If you 
turn to Isaiah xxxvii. 32, you will see that there it is used in relation to the 
,salvation of a remnant-the remnant of Judah. When you and I feel ourselves 
to be like a remnant, cut off, and put away,-when we feel ourselves to be un
worthy of the Divine notice, let us recollect that God is zealous to save his remnant, 
and let us ask Him to save us, and appeal to the very zeal of God to give salvation 
to us who need it so much. 

But not to dwell longer on this part of the subject, I am sure you wiJ.1: perceive 
t~at_ ?ur text, practically, is a good reason for confidence. You begrn to _be 
displl'1ted in God's work; it ought not to be so. If any of you are ready to give 
up your Sunday-school work, or whatever it is you are engaged in; oh! say not 
so, God is so zealous that he will not let the good cause fa.il. There ma:y: be, as 
there will be, in every great battle, a certain sort of temporary defeat, which ~ay 
be but a retiring of the troops that they may the more sternly and successfully 
advance again to the front. So is it with the Cross of Christ. There are slight 
repulses, but everything is working to ultimate victory, Look '.at the sea as it 
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comes up towards flood, and then the waves retire. A child might sit down and 
weep, and say, "I thought the sea was coming up to here, but see it has gone back 
agai1;1, :1-nd it has not washed my feet." In th~ long run the sea is still coming up, 
and 1t 1s thus a type of the good cause of Christ. Our lives are but like seconds 
in the tide of this great time of ours, which is itself but a second in the great 
duration of eternity. Because the good old cause does not seem to prosper for a 
single day, and the kingdom does not come to Christ in my short life, shall I sit 
down and. weep? Nay, I am but one amongst millions who shall achieve the 
Dh-ine purpose,-one little coral insect, helping to pile up the rock on which by 
a~d by shall grow the _ce~ar and_ the palm-tree, an~ the lovely flowers, and the 
wmds shall waft across 1t msects m every gale,-! will do my work, though it be 
beneath the waves ; I will do my work and die ; and others shall do the same but 
the rock is rising, God's purpose is being accomplished. In the words of the 
prayer of Moses, "Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, and Thy glory unto 
their children." Lord, let us take the work, and give our children the glory. Let 
us work on, they shall live to see the glory. Some future generation shall see the 
triumph. And the best of it all is, we shall see it too, for it will be but a sleep 
betwi.-,.:t now and then, but a little leaning upon the Saviour's bosom in our dis
embodied state, and then the trumpet shall ring so shrill and clear through 
heaven and earth, and we shall come to dwell again in these bodies of ours, 
restored and rendered fit for purified spirits to dwell in; and our eyes shall see in 
that day the God that died for us, and oh ! how we will adore Him, and magnify 
Him, and we will say together, The cause for which we struggled, the kingdom for 
which we fought has come at last. It was a long day, and a weary one-, and we 
feared the Master would not come. Some of us fell asleep before His appearing ; 
but we awaken at the knockings at the door; we awaken up even with the 
blessed sleepers, and we come to see the triumph as we once of old saw the praise. 
Glory be to God, the victory is secure. Let us work on till then. 

But, last of all, if God is thus zealous for the crown rights, the kingdom of 
Christ, let us be zealous too. This is not the day of zeal, this is the day of 
cleverness and achievement ; it is not the day of solid earnestness. It is the day 
of mere sensationalism, and nothing more. Oh ! what a sight it would have 
been to have seen old John Knox, when old and worn, go up into his pulpit, and 
though before he began to preach he seemed so weak that he could scarcely stand, 
yet he did not proceed far in preaching up the Master's name, before, as an old 
historian says, " he did seem to use such force that one would think he would 
dash the pulpit into fragments,"-dash it into shivers, I suppose, before the Popish 
priests and hypocrites of the age. How his eyes flashed fire as he spoke out his 
Master's truth, as he denounced popery, and held up the truth and the kingdom 
of the Lord Jesus. We want more men of this sort. Oh, that God would but 
send us one such, and then to back him a race of covenanters, who should with 
their ,ery blood dedicate themselves to the truth and the Kingdom of Christ 
against the insidious advances of Popery, and the infidelity of Rome and hell, 
which are twin brothers. Oh! that once again the Church were earnest to have 
no head or king of the Church but Christ, no creed but the Bible, no baptism ~ut 
the baptism which He has taught, no sacrament but what he reveals, no doctrme 
but what that book dictates-the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but t~e 
Bible. May we come back to this in purity, to thiM with earnestness; and then it 
will not be long before we shall hear Him coming· in the chariot, paved with love 
for the daughters of Jerusalem, and we shall go forth to meet Him, even to meet 
King Solomon, with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of 
his espousals, and in the day of the gladness of his heart. Oh ! God of ze11l, drop 
Thy zeal upon us now, and make us zealous too, even we, by blood redeemed, by 
Thy Holy Spirit, inhabit, consecrate us afresh, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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QUIETNESS AND CONFIDENCE. 

BY REV, B, DAVIES, 

"For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy 
One of Israel. In returning and rest 
shall ye be saved. In quietness and 
confidence shall be your strength : and 
ye would not."-Isaiah xxx. 15. 

THE Lord hath spoken at sundry times, 
and in divers manners, in times past 
rmto the Fathers by the prophets. When 
His people needed instruction in any 
doctrine, a seer was raised up to be their 
teacher. When they required direction 
rmder any difficulty, a prophet appeared 
with a "Thus saith the Lord." In some 
cases the prophet was required to record 
his own prophecy as in the prophecy 
before us. " Now go, write it before 
them on a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come, for 
ever and ever." And in the case of 
Habakkuk, "Write the vision, and 
make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it." In other cases 
the prophet had his amanuensis, who 
wrote for him, hence we are told that 
" Baruch wrote froin the mouth of 
Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, 
which he had spoken unto him upon a 
roll of a book. 

As in imagination we see the ancient 
seer engraving his strange characters 
upon the tables of wood, stone, or wax ; 
and the prophet's scribe writing upon 
the parchment-roll,-we feel that they 
laboured for us, that they wrote for our 
instruction. We have no prophets now, 
!mt we have the prophetic records, and 
lil them shall we find all we need, for 
the Scriptures take the place of inspired 
prophets, and make known to us the will 
of the Lord. The prophets at times 
complained, " Who hath believed our 
report," and the Book of God might 
:nth truth charge us with neg-lect of 
its counsels, and a disregard of its pre
cepts. As the Israelites in old time 

"would not," so I fear it will be with 
Christians in modern times, they "will 
not" hear the Word of the Lord, yet it 
is madness to disregard it. 

In my text we have God's own pre
scription for getting rid of trouble. I 
foar some of you will not follow it, but 
will treat it as the wilful patient treats 
the prescription and medicine of the 
physician. It is bitter, he will not take 
it; it does not meet his views, he will try 
some other remedy. Be assured. dear 
friends, that here we have the only cure 
for human woe. 

There are three ingredients in this 
heavenly medicine; let us analyzetheir 
properties, and notice their effects :-

I. RETURNING. Often hare our 
countrymen, in the prime and vigour of 
youth, started for the sultry shores of 
India with bright visions of honour and 
of wealth before them. A few ,ears of 
its burning Sllll and tropical fever have 
sufficed to undermine their constitutions 
and to send them with trembling steps 
and anxious hearts to the physician. 
He has no medicine to cure them, and 
knows that their native air alone will 
restore their wasted powers. His pre
scription reads thus,-" In returning 
and rest shall ye be saved." They must 
return to their own land again. What 
says one-" Mm,t I give up all the 
bright prospects which have opened be
fore me? Must I return? Is there no 
other remedy? None. '' In returning 
and rest shall ye be saved." So Chris
tian, if thou has left thy pme native 
air of communion with God, for the 
unhealthy regions of worldly excitement 
or business, thou must return. It is 
the only remedy. 

The poor little cloi·e which Noah sent 
forth out of the ark found no rest for 
the sole of her foot until she returned 
to the ark again. She flew over the 
broad expa.nse of waters, but neither 
friendlytreenormountain-topwas visible, 
so she returned unto him into the ark; 
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and we are told that Noah put forth his 
hand, and took her, and pulled her in, 
unto him into the ark. A bQautiful 
picture of the way in which God receives 
his trembling and weary doves when 
they return to him. TVhen the feal'l~ss 
aeronaut darts up into the air in his 
balloon, he may at first be delighted 
with the beautiful view which is spread 
out before him.• He gazes in rapture 
upon the charming hills and valleys, 
aud the busv cities which now he can 
trace as on 'a map. Higher and still 
higher he ascends until objects become 
indistinguishable ; a faintness comes 
over him, and he gradually begins to 
lose his consciousness. What is he to 
do. Shall he throw out his ballast, and 
rise higher. Nay, this would be certain 
death, he must return. In like manner 
there are some Christians who are rising 
up into airy speculations, and gradually 
losiIJ.g their spiritual conscionsness; they 
must return· or they will be borne into 
the chilly regions of infidelity and death. 

(I) There are great encouragBments 
for us to return to God. We are invited 
to return. We cannot Eay I have not 
been asked to go back, I shall not be 
welcome if I do. Listen to His invita
tions. " Return unto Me, and I will 
return unto you, saith the · Lord of 
Hosts." "If thou wilt return, 0 Israel, 
saith the Lord, return unto Me." 
"Return ye backsliding children, and I 
will heal your backslidings." 

(2) There is nothing to be ashamed 
of in retill'ning to God. We are ashamed 
to return to an old business which we 
have discarded, or to an old opinion 
which we have set aside, because it is 
an acknowledgment of failure and mis
take; but it is better to acknowledge 
an error than persist in it, to confess a 
failure than to still abide groaning under 
its effects. Be not then ashamed of 
returning to God. 

(3) The results of returning to God 
will be most blessed. Who can under
stand the blessings couched in that 
promise, "I will return unto thee?" 
It is the united voices of health, and 
honour, prosperity, and happiness, all 
saying, "We will return unto Thee." 

It shall be ns well with us then as it 
was with Job when the Lord turned 
his captivity. "Then there came unto 
him all his brethren, and all his sisters, 
and all they that had been of his ac
quaintance before, and did eat bread 
with him in his house ; and they be
moanecl him, and comforted him over 
all the evil that the Lord had brought 
upon him : every man also gave him a 
piece of money, and every one an ear
ring of g-old. Eliphaz the Teme.nite 
well described the blessedness of return
ing to God. ( See his speech in the Book 
of Job, chap. xxii. 23 to end). 

( 4) If this shall not suffice to induce 
a return to the Lord, then remember it 
is God's command. "If they be bound 
in fetters, and be holden in cords of 
affliction, then He s!aeweth them their 
work, and their transgressions that they 
have exceeded. He openeth also their 
ear to discipline, and commandeth that 
they return from iniquity, If they 
obey and serve Him they shall spend 
their days in prosperity, and their years 
in pleasures." 

Surely the command of our King 
must not be disregarded, lest we incw· 
His anger. 

(5) But even if invitations, and 
advantages and commands should all 
fail, we have one other argument left. 
God threatens you if you do not return. 
God is angry with the wicked every 
day. If he turn not, He will whet His 
sword; He hath bent His bow, and 
made it ready. Sinner return unto the 
Lord. 

II. THE SECOND INGREDIENT is rest 
or quietness, i.e., quiet and unmurmur
ing resignation to the will of God. 
The horsebreaker uses bit and bridle, 
whip and spur, to make the spirited 
steed obey him. The horse may kick 
and plunge, and snort and foam, but all 
will be of no avail, the whip and spur 
are again in requisition, and the horse 
must submit. See that poor Egyptian 
woman seated by the side of the fow.
tain in the dreary wilderness ; she 1s 
vexed and weary. Her mistress Sarah 
has dealt hardly with her, and Hagar's 
proud spirit could not brook the insult. 
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She has left her master's tent, and fled 
in mingled diB11ppointment and rage ; 
but listen to the Angel's counsel, for an 
angel appears to her, What a contrast 
d(! we see in the two. Hagar filled with 
impotent anger and bitter disappoint
ment sits upon the ground, and, buries 
her face in her garment, whilst the 
angel with countenance beaming with 
heavenly radiance, bends over her and 
says, "Return unto thy mistress, and 
submit thyself under her hands." It is 
hard to learn the lesson of submission, 
but it must be learnt. It was the want 
of submission which first led to the out
break of that terrible war which has 
recently raged. 

There are many reasons why we 
should submit to Goel, and be quiet 
under the dispensation of His provi
dence : (1) because we deserve all we 
suffer and far more. The prisoner 
whose crimes deserve death, thinks him
self well off if he escapes with penal 
servitude. The poor debter cheerfully 
pays his little mite, if his creditor for
gives his large debt. Shall we, who 
deseTve eternal death, murmur at a few 
trifling pains? Shall we, who owed so 
large a debt, complain that our great 
Creditor requires us to carry a cross or 
two? Nay, we should rather praise 
Him, because our troubles are so light. 
We should submit: (2) Because all our 
troubles are permitted by God. " It is 
the Lord, let Him do what seemeth 
Him good." He is too wise to err, and 
too good to be unkind. 

" Since all that I meet shall work for 
my good, 

The bitter is sweet, the medicine is 
food; 

Though painful at present 'twill end 
before long, 

And then O how pleasant the con
queror'& song." 

(3) Submission well becomes us, wl:o 
are creatures of a day, and know no
thing. Sho.ll we dictate to the :Father 
of Wisdom? Shall we say to the 
Almighty, What doest Thou? 0 poor 
short-sighted· mortal, trust not thou in 

thine own wisdom, but submit to the all 
Wise Jehovah. 

( 4) Want of submission will only 
perpetuate our woes. If God hath a 
purpose in our trials, He will accom
plish it, and it is as useless for us to 
resist Him, as for the foolish moun
taineer to brave the falling, crashing 
avalanche, or for the worm to turn 
o.gainst the foot of the giant by which 
it is crushed. 

"Submit yourselves therefore unto God." 

Ill. THERE IS CONFIDE~WE REQUIRED, 

When the terrible Indian mutiny had 
somewhat subsided, our government 
declared an amnesty, and offered pardon 
to all who should return to th1:;ir allegi
ance within a given time. Many ac
cepted the offer, but they had confidence 
in the word of our government, or else 
they would never have returned. So 
must we have confidence in the Word 
of our God. 

We need that confidence which the 
patriarch Job so remarkably evinced. 
How great were his sorrows. His body 
covered with sore boils, his flesh quiver
ing with pain, his children dead, his 
wealth all gone, his friends turned 
against him, and even his wife advising 
him to curse God. But as he sits upon 
the ground clothed in sackcloth and 
ashes, he piously exclaims, " Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
Job was right in this, for those who 
trust in God are never disappointed. 

Take the case of the pious Hezekiah. 
He resolved to declare his country inde
pendent of Assyria, and refused to pay 
tribute to the king of that vast empire. 
See the result. Jerusalem is sur
rounded with a vast army, the hills 
round about Jerusalem are covered with 
the mighty host, the people tremble 
with fear, and are expecting with sick
ening anxiety the horrors of a lengthened 
sieo-e. Now comes the trial of faith. 
Rabshakeh, the Assyrian general. sends 
a message to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus 
shall ye speak to Hezekiah, King of 
Judah, saying,-Let not thy Goel in 
whom thou trustest deceive thee, say-
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ing,-Jerusalem shall not be delivered 
into the hand of the King of Assyria. 
Behold, thou hast heard what the kings 
of Assyria have done to all lands, by 
destroying them utterly; and shalt thou 
be delivered ? Have the gods of the 
nations delivered them which mv fathers 
have destroyed; as Gozan and Haran, 
and Rezeph, and the children of Eden 
which were in Thelasar ? Where is the 
King of Hamath, and the King of 
Arpad, and the King of the city of 
Sephan-aim, of Rena, and Ivah ?" 
These cities destroyed, and kings slain 
or in captivity, would make Hezekiah's 
case appear hopeless, but he still trusted 
in his God, and prayed, saying,-" 0 
Lord God of Israel, which dwellest be
tween the cherubims, Thou art the God, 
even Thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth ; Thou hast made heaven 
and earth. Lord, bow down Thine ear 
and hear; open, Lord, Thine eyes, and 
see ; and ·hear the words of Sennacherib, 
which bath sent him to reproach the 
living God. Of a truth, Lord, the Icings 
of Assyria have destroyed the nations 
and their lands, and have cast their 
gods into the fire ; for they were no 
gods, but the work of men's hands, 
wood and stone : therefore have they 
destroyed them. Now therefore, 0 
Lord, our God, I beReech Thee, save 
Thou us out of his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that 
Thou art the Lord God, even Thon 
only." The sequel is soon told. That 
very night the angel of the Lord went 
out, and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians 185,000, and when the Israel
ites arose early in the morning and 
looked over the walls of Jerusalem, 
behold, they were all dead corpses. 

Surely it is better to trust in the 
Lord than to put confidence in princes: 
they that trust in the Lord shall be as 
Mount Zion, which can never be moved. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever, for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 

The Spanish Armada, laden with 
racks and instruments of torture for 
God's children, thought to make Eng
land an easy prey, but her people 
trusted in God, and He delivered them. 

He commanded and raised the sformy 
wind, and those ships were broken in 
pieces and were swallowed up by the 
devouring jaws of the vasty deep. 

Pharaoh made sure of Israel's recap
ture, and followed those whose trust 
was in God; but we may 

"Sound the loud timbrel o'er Egypt's 
dark sea, 

Jehovah bath triumphed, His people 
are free." 

In conclusion, let mereco=end to you 
once more this heavenly medicine; leave 
not out any one of its ingredients for 

. an equal mixture oft repeated of turning 
to God, submitting to God, and trusting 
in God is a sure cure for all our woes, 
and if persevered in will make us healthy, 
happy, and strong. 

Greenwich. 

TRUE LIFE. 

DY REV, W, ABDOTT, 

" I am crucified with Christ, never
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives 
in me ; and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me."-Gal. ii. 20. 

Tms is not a sickly, doubting expe
rience, but one of real life and vigour. 
It gives the true and beautiful idea of 
the Christian life of faith. It is not an 
imaginary, but real life; it is beautiful, 
because so true. Some have asked, 
"What is a Christian?" and the reply 
has l;>een, " It is one who believes the 
Christian religion." But is it not some
thing more and better than this? Is it 
not a sinner saved by Christ, and so 
changed into a saint? It is one to 
whom Christ is everything, and without 
whom all other things are nothing, 
Christ is his gospel, his law, his religion, 
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his life, joy, and hope. Christ is not 
only the foundation, but also the ark of 
his life ; its root and its fruit; its germ, 
nutriment, development, and maturity; 
the outside shelter, the inside vitality; 
its shade and its sunshine. Life from 
such a source must be very precious and 
very blessed. 

The grace of God in the heart shows 
itself in two ways here: in the .Apostle's 
dying and living in Christ. He was 
dead through Christ to the world. How 
many Christians in the present day 
differ much from this; they are alive to 
the world, eonforming to its customs, 
engaging in its amusements, pursuing 
its pleasures, grasping its hopes. The 
Christian is 'called out from the world 
and crucified to it. Let him walk worthy 
of the high vocation. Paul had been 
crucified to self, to J ewiah ideas and 
hopes, and to delusive happiness. He 
had received new light, sought the new 
way, and found the true joy. His life 
was still in the flesh, still hving amongst 
men and subject to the circumstances of 
time. Such was his outward life, but 
he had another life acting on this out
ward life-a living in the faith, in the 
state and exercise of faith- faith in 
"the Son of God," as the source andjoy 
of his life; " Who loved me," "thus 
compassionating my case;" " and gave 
himself for me," to effect the purpose 
of His love, !l.nd thus open up the way of 
life, and induce me to seek all my hap
piness in Him. Such is a holy and a 
happy life, the life of heaven on earth. 
"For me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." 

Blunliam. 

THE SA YlOUR'S MISSION OF 
MERCY. 

llY TilE REV. G. PHILLIPS. 

"For the Son of Man is not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them." 
Luke ix. 56. 

THESE words are annexed to a reproof 
a~ministered by the Saviour to h_is dis
ciples. He was going from Galilee to 

Jerusalem, and had sent messengers to 
prepare for his reception in one of the 
villages of the Samaritans. Upon his 
entering it, the inhabitants treated him 
with discourtesy and contempt. Such 
conduct towards the Master roused the 
zeal and indignation of the disciples, so 
that James and John wished at once to 
punish them ; hence desired Jesus to 
permit them to command fire to come 
down from heaven, and consume those 
vile Samaritans, as Elias did on a former 
occasion, probably in the same immediate 
locality. This desire of the disciples 
was prompted by love and zeal towards 
their Lord, with faith in His mighty 
power ; nevertheless much imperfection 
was evinced, strange fire, zeal without 
knowledge, the workings of the old 
man, the depraved nature ; hence they 
were reproved for the hasty spirit of 
revenge manifested, as not being in 
harmony with the genius of the Gospel 
dispensation. Though suffered in the 
time of Elias, circumstances alter cases 
-the old economy is abolished, the 
Master is now come, the errand is love 
and mercy, "For the Son of Man is 
not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them." We notice-

I. The Errand upon which Christ 
might have come. 

He might have come to destroy. 
Antecedently, we should have thought 
this would have been the errand of the 
Prince, for-

1. ]}Ian was sinful, guilty, and con
demned. 

The crown of innocence had fallen, 
all had come short of the glory of God, 
become vile and sinful, by nature and 
practice, rebels against the Most High 
God, aiming to revolutionise the Divine 
empire, and dethrone Jehovah. Con
demned already, being in unbelief, the 
evidence clear from the moral law and 
enlightened conscience. Justice ready 
to enforce the death warrant; hence 
what could be expected, but natural, 
spiritual, and eternal destruction-
" Plunged in a gulf of dark despair 

,ve wretched sinners lay, 
Without one cheerful beam of hope 

Or spark of glimmering day." 
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2. llfrm seemed ripened Jo?', and de~ 
'Coted to destr11.ction. 

As a barren, rotten tree, fitted. for the 
fire, or dry stubble ready to ignite at 
the touch of the spark. Man was not 
only a moral invalid, but a disgrace, 
filled with a loathsome disease contami
nating all around, and offensive to the 
Holy God, and an anomaly among all 
holy intelligent beings, standing in vain 
presumption on the brink of hell, hence 
loudly calling for destruction, 

3. Former precedents as to Jelio'Cah's 
conduct toicai·ds t?·ansgressors would 
fai•our the idea of destruction. Prece
dents at the bar or senate often have 
gTeat weight. The angels that kept not 
their first Estate were hauled over the 
battlements of bliss down to the abodes 
of remediless woe, Shall man, lower 
in the scale of being, and equally guilty, 
be saved ? In relation to man himself, 
God has punished the antediluviarui, 
the Sodomites, Korab, Dathan, and 
.A.biram. Sin still abounding, may we 
not expect the extirpation of every 
family and indhi.dual, that a general 
destruction by fire or water should 
wind up the awful drama ? 

4.. lhe Ease witli which Destruction 
could be Executed. 

It is much easier to destroy than to 
save. The tree that has taken many a 
year to gTOW may be felled by the axe 
m a few hours; the wealth of the mer
chant that has taken a long period to 
accumulate may be destr(\)yed in one 
night ; the fiery element may reduce 
valuable treasures soon to ashes; many 
a stalwart son, over whom parents have 
tenderly watched for years, has been 
laid low in a moment on the battle
field. 

It is comparatively easy for man to 
destroy. How much easier is it for God to 
destroy. It is recorded of Pompey, that 
when opposed by Cresar, being asked 
about his military resources, he proudly 
replied, " Do not trouble yourself; it 
will be sufficient for me to stamp the 
ground with my foot, to make whole 
legions rise out of it." 

He was deluded, and his skilful rival 
became his victor, for rnon Julius Cmsar 

swayed his sceptre over the vast empire 
of Rome, With the Almighty there is 
no delusion, He has only to apply the 
match, and the world is in ashes ; the 
hosts of heaven with drnwn swords 
would pass over the land at his bidding ; 
all the elements of naturo would com
bine to destroy at bis fiat ; his simple 
volition could lay us in dust, and banish 
our spirits to Gehenna. Not so easy to 
save, even with God, Man thus con
demned, fitted for destruction, with a 
precedent in the doom of fallen angels, 
and destruction also so easily effected; it 
would have been no· wonder had the 
Son of Man come to destroy universally, 
without mercy. We observe-

H. The Errand upon which He came, 
Notto destroy men's lives, but to save 
them, 

1. Tlie 01iginal design,from etermty, 
was to sa1:e. God had thoughts of. peace 
respecting fallen man from eternity; 
before man was Cl'eated, the material 
universe brought into existence, or 
angelic beings formed, the scheme of 
redemption was devised; ere man was 
wounded by the fall, the healing balm 
and means to raise him were contem
plated; the Lamb was slain, in purpose 
and design, "from the foundation of the 
world." 
'' Hail sovereign grace that first began 

The scheme to rescue fallen man." 
2. The Promises, Types, Shadows, 

and Symbols, were all in harmony witli 
tlie errand of Mercy. From the first 
promise down to the last prophet, all 
pointed to "the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." 
Melchisedek, Moses, Joshua, and David 
were types of Him, the Paschal Lamb, 
with the various victims offered upon 
the Jewish altars, the manno,, the 
smitten rock, and the uplifted serpent 
of brass; all centred in Him as the 
antitype or substance. The mystic 
machinery of Divine providence, the 
concurrent events, human and angelic 
agency, and even the policy of demons, 
all were directed or overruled, though 
often unconsciously on the part of the 
agents, to develope Jehovah's plnn of 
mercy, 



fl8~A YS AND PAPIIJR!I 01' BELIOIOC'S 8UBJEIJT8. 181 

3. Tlte Lif~, Deat!t, and Triumphs 
of Cltrist, embody the sentiment. He 
came to save, not to destroy. It 
was Hi~ object in leaving the throne, 
and laying aside his royal robes of 
glory. Kings and emperors have left 
their palaces and gone forth with their 
armies to destroy : much bloodshed, 
carnage, and death have been the re
sult. The Prince of e-lory left the im
perial palace of the universe to save the 
lost ; the condescension of Peter the 
Great, and the philanthropy of Howard, 
Clarkson and Wilberforce, are infinitely 
exceeded in J estts. Behold His bene
volent miracles, healing all :manner of 
diseases, casting out demons, raising 
the dead; applicable spiritually also, 
for He shone upon dark minds, healed 
the broken-hearted, applied the balm 
to the wounded conscience, pardoned 
the guilty, and raised the spiritually 
dead from corruption, to a life of purity 
and blessedness. 

"Blessings abound where'er He reigns; 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blest." 

By His death He made full atonement, 
paid the ransom price, honoured the 
law, satisfied the claims of justice, 
"the just for the unjust to bring us to 
God." By His· resurrection He has 
conquered death, extracted the mon
ster's sting, opened a subterranean pas
sage to the skies ; having lit up the 
dark portals of the tomb with the lamp 
of life and immortality. 

By His entering heaven He prepares 
a place for His people, sends down His 
Spirit to make them meet for glory, is 
their Intercessor ancl Forerunner, that 
as He lives, so they shall live also! 

We notioe,-
III. The Excellency of the Errand. 
The excellency of the errand will 

appear if we consider that-
1. The greatest benefit is conferred 

upon man. · When the blood of Christ 
is applied by the Holy Spirit to the 
sinner's heart, what a marvellous and'. 
pleasing change is effected. Lifted up 
from the horrible pit, pardoned, adopt-

ed, justified, sanctified, and glorified; 
brought from the brink of hell to the 
midst of heaven; graciously effected in 
relation to countless myriads. What 
moral grandeur is displayed in this 
mission of mercy! How marked the 
contrast when compared with the bloody 
campaigns of emperors and heroes, that 
saturate the land with blood, slaughter 
thousands on the battle-field, devastate 
cities, and cause thousands of widows 
and fatherless children to weep in 3or
row ! The Captain of Salvation sends 
forth His heralds of peace to prophecy 
over the slain ; sends the breath of His 
Spirit to breathe life into the dead. 
Soon the valley is seen teeming with a 
living army to His praise. His battles 
are all bloodless ! The widow's heart is 
made to sing, the fatherless finds mercy, 
the wounded finds in Him the true 
Samaritan, lost sons are reclaimed like 
the Prodigal, the wilderness is made to 
bloom, and angels tune their harps 
afresh in witnessing the triumphs of 
love and mercy, while all the redeemed 
shall ultimately join to praise the 
bleeding Lamb in glory for ever. 

2. The Highest Glory is b1·ought to 
God. Creation reflects the glory of God, 
who, by His might brought the material 
universe into existence out of nothing. 
His wisdom is seen in the order, marks 
of design, and the adjusting of objects, 
as visible, to a great extent, through 
the aid of the microscope and the tele
scope. His goodness is also everywhere 
apparent. The same attributes appear 
in the superintendence of His Provi
dence, in the rise and fall of empires, 
the fall of the sparrow, and from the in
significant worm to the highest arch
angel that bends before His throne. The 
highest glory of God is, however, ex
hibited by redemption. A higher ~rder of 
power is displayed, surpassing w1~dom; 
justice is not any where s~ exactmg as 
in the death of Jesus ; whilst love and 
mercy to guilty man are unparalleled. 
" God so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son." " God com
mendeth His lore towards us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for the ungodly." All the perfections of 
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.Jehovah concentrate in the Cross, o.nd 
combine to illustrs.te the effulgence of 
His glory. 

" See where it shines in Jesus' face, 
The brightest ima,o-e of His grace ; 
God, in the person" of His Son, 
Ha.s all His mightiest works outdone." 

Holy angels have their joys aug-
mented through the scheme of redeem
ing grace and dying love, and are 
probably rendered more secure, beyond 
even the possibility of ever falling from 
their high estate. The legions of hell 
ar~ also disappointed, completely van
qwshed, and bound closer in their 
chains of darkness. Whilst untold 
myriads shall be brought up from the 
ruins of sin, death, and the grave, to 

enjoy a fulness of glory, immortality, 
and. eternal life. God will then be all 
in all, and the brightness of His cha
racter will shine forth for ever and 
ever. 

Let the Christian continue to exer
cise faith in Jesus, for faith is the con-· 
necting link, which unites the soul to 
Christ and His salvation. Let the 
sinner seek this essential principle 
th~o?-gh the operation of the Holy 
Spmt, and not spurn the merciful visi
tations of the Saviour like the inhabi
tants of the Samaritan village, lest the 
crisis may pass; lest the golden season 
be over, and the slighted Saviour never 
return to the soul any more. 

Kingsliill, Bucks. 

ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO, XLIL-O1'"E•WORD TEXTS, 

"Good.ness."-Gal v. 22. 

AMONG the graces of the Spirit and the 
fruit of a renewed heart, the Apostle spe
cifies, among the other excellences, that 
of '' Goodness." Long-suffering is the 
grace that, with forbearance, avoids re
turning evil for evil, but endures with 
meekness the attacks of evil-doers. But 
goodness is the genial kindness of the 
heart towards all men, whether friends 
or enemies. Let us see-

I. IN \\'RAT GOODNESS CONSISTS. It is 
comprised in a kind and benignant spirit, 
and a kind and beneficent life ; feeling 
in our hearts a sincere desire for the hap
piness of others, and doing all in our 
power to promote it. Kind feeling and 
kind actions form true- goodness. This 
goodness is the result of God's goodness 
to us ; His love and mercy and kindness 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit given to us. It is a holy and hea
venly implantation in the souls of the 
children of Goel. We must be good, or 

made so, before this grace can bear fruit 
in our lives. Notice-

II. To WHOM GOODNESS MUST BE 
SHOWN, 

1. To Mankind in general. God, our 
Divine example, is "Good to all," and, as 
far as in us lies, we are to imitate Him, 
as we have ability and opportunity, 
We are not to limit its exercise on ac
count of the colour or condition of men ; 
nor on the ground of their unworthiness, 
or even enmity towards us. We are to 
show it to our enemies ; to those who 
wrong us, whether in word or deed; to 
the very worst of evil-doers. Do good 
unto all men. " Love your enemies," &c. 

2. But goodness must be shown to the 
wretched ancl miserable; to the unfor
tunate, afflicted; to orphans and widows; 
to the poor and forlorn ; feeling for them, 
and endeavouring to pour the balm of 
comfort into their souls. 

3. Goodness must be pre-eminently 
manifested to God's children. To the 
household of faith ; to our brethren and 
sisters in Christ ; to those who are perse-
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cutecl and in trouble for Christ's sake. 
Wo aro to love the brotherhood, and 
be ready to lay down our lives for 
them. 

4. Goodness must seek the highest in
terests of those we wish to benefit. Good
wiss to men in their secular and physical 
distresses, but still more true compassion 
to their souls, labouring to secure their 
salvation. Goodness to the soul is the 
soul of goodness .. 

Observe-
H. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF Cums

TIAN GOOD)'TESS. 
1. It is Divine, and not natural. Nature 

is perverse, selfish, vengeful. There nmst 
be therefore another nature, the Divine, 
the spirit and mind of God. 

2. It is Holy. As God's holiness is in 
its essence good, and the holiness of the 
Christian is eminently full of love and 
all goodness, seltishness is the fn1it of 
the flesh, goodness the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. 

3. Goodness is undying. In this re
spect, like charity, it never faileth ; it 
does not, like other gifts, pass away, 
but abideth for ever. An exotic here, it 
will bloom and bear immortal fruit in its 
native clime above. 

4. It is the Sum of Religion. This 
goodness is the very nature of God, and 
to possess this goodness is to bear His 

image, and be manifestly His children. 
(Matt. 43-48.) 

5. As such, it is the only soil in which 
the other graces will grow,-the vital 
atmosphere of spiritual health, anrl the 
centre of all the hallowed virtues of trne 
religion. Then see-

11 I. THE REASO)'TS WHY WE 8I!0uLD 
P08SESS AND MANIFEST IT. 

We should do so as 
I. It is the evidence of our Adoption ; 

. Z. As it is well-pleasing to our Hea
venly Father ; 

3. As it honours the Lord Jesus Christ; 
4. As it is essential to sanctification 

and growth in grace ; 
5. As it will adorn our Christian pro

fession; 
6. As it will make us blessings to 

others; 
7. As it will secure the open confession 

and reward of Christ at the last day. 
(Matt. xxv. 34.) 

Application-
I. The Word of God is the rule of 

goodness. 
2. The Holy Spirit both ~ves it exist

ence and growth in the soul. 
3. Jesus, our Master, is the perfect 

model. 
4. And His grace will giye the spirit 

and the power to exercise it, and to 
abound in it to His glory. 

lnlts anb Jkctrqes. 

THE FAULTY NUT. 

How much we may learn from a care
ful observation of co=on things in 
every-day life, and from the constant 
occurrence of events which we mav re
ceive instruction from, and reduce· to a 
practical use. How many things there 
~re alike in their appearance, yet unlike 
In their substance, things that glitter 
without, but are rotten within. The 
other day, a gentleman sitting at a table 
furnished with dessert, carefully::Jllx
amined the nuts on his plate, ar!ct se
lected two, equal in size, good in appear
ance, taken from the same store, and 

placed on the same dish. He invited 
the attention of a young person in the 
company to these nuts, and, holding up 
one, exclaimed, " This has no kernel in 
it." This his companion regarded as 
incredulous. The nuts were immedi
ately tested, and the one predicted bad 
proved to be bad. Perhaps he had dis
covered a small hole in the shell, I can
not say; but certain it was that when 
the nutcrackers were applied, the nut 
was probatum est (tried ancl proved), "it 
had no kernel in it." Let us take ad
vantage of this circumstance. It is not 
much consequence what a nut turns out 
to be, but it may be of great conse-
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qnence in other matters. There are 
many things in the world of which it 
may be said in verity, "they have no 
kernel in them." This is true of some 
books. There is man:r a book that looks 
very elegant, its stories very amusing, 
and its subjects very gratifying. You 
read smilingly ; time passes swiftly ; and 
you can sc:1rcely lay it ::.side; if you do, 
you are m:1d to pursue its story again. 

Yet, when you have finished it, and 
tested it in the scales of common sense, 
:1nd weighed it in the balances of sound 
reason, you find vou had been laugh
ing at folly, reading a book that was 
silly, and spending your time unprofit
abl,. The fact was "the book had no 
kernel in it." How different the Bible, 
when in a proper frame of mind we 
take this book, read its pages, and pe
ruse its sacred oracles, "which is able 
to make us wise unto salvation." With
out the Bible we should have been in 
ignorance. Are vou fond of " science ? " 
Read the book of Job, where you have 
astronomy, cosmology,meteorology-, geo
logy, mineralogy, zoology, etc., pre
sented to your view. Do you like "his
tory ? " Read Gen. =vii. 30, where 
you have a representation of Esau's bit
ter distress ; also 1 Sam. xviii. 19 ; here 
is nothing studied, no flights of imagi
nation. 

Would you be entertained with "vast 
performances?" Where is anything we 
can compare to the miracles of Egypt and 
the wonders in the field of Zoan ? Read 
2 Sam. xxiii. 8, 1 Chron. xi. 10. Here 
heaven's laws have been delayed, and 
sometimes reversed. 

Would you be entertained with the 
excursions of Pindar, the sublimity of 
Homer, the majesty of Virgil, the pow
erfulness of Demosthenes, or the smooth
ness of Lrelius? Reader, they are ex
celled in the book of Moses, the hymn 
of Deborah, and the book of Psalms, 
and the Prophets. 

Do you want to view the argumentum 
ad populu111, in the gentle address or in the 
boldness of impartial reproof; the thun
der of the orator combined with the 
politeness of the courtier? Read the 
Acts of the Apostles. 

The march of intellect never overtakes it, 
The science of philosophers never proves 

it wrong, 
.A.11 this proves the Dible has God for 

its author. This book reveals a Divine 
Ileing, His works, perfections, govern
ment, and glory. It makes known to 
us our faculties, endowments, aooount
ability, apostacy, and immortality, and, 
to crown the whole, it publishes the 
mercy of Gcd in the redemption of the 
world by His Son Jesus Christ, "that 
whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

There are thousands of books pub
lished now-a-days which contain every
thing but the Cross ; and, lacking this, 
"they have no kernel in them." They 
are full · of directions as to sacraments 
and ealogy of the churches; they abound 
with exhortations about holy living, and 
rules for the attainment of perfection; 
they have plenty of fonts and crosses 
inside and outside, but the Cross of 
Christ is omitted; Jesus and His dying 
is not mentioned, and if it is it fa in an 
unscriptural manner. Such books would 
not satisfy Paul; "they have no kernel 
in them." 

This is true about professors ; they 
say one thing and mean another. Their 
character is elaborately given in the 
twenty-third chapter of Matthew. They 
talk fluently, recite texts rapidly, and 
converse on religion most theologically, 
that sometimes we are abashed at our 
own ignorance. But let us bring things 
to the test, like the nut. Seek for 
some practical demonstration of their 
excellences and you will soon discern 
"they have no kernel in them." The 
religion of the professor depends much 
upon the place in his chapel or church, 
where he is' very religious. He will take 
off his hat the moment he steps on the 
threshold of the door, never sit when he 
should stand, never recline when he 
should kneel ; he will read the lessons 
devoutly, and recite the name of Jesus 
with obeisance when he is in the sanc
tuai-J'.! At the morning and evening 
worshlp he is very white ; on Christmas 
Days he is particularly religious ; on 
Good Fridays he is especially sancti-
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monious ; and on other holy days he · 
wears the livery, nnd is ready to censure 
others who do not attach the same im -
po1·tance to these days. 

Ilut follow him home ; enquire of the 
family; the reply we get is, "Sir, we 
get heaven on Sundays, hut hell all the 
week." Let him he called from home, 
and the chances are, if the ministP-r or 
his friends know nothing of his move
ments, he will he found at the "theatre." 
Closet prayer he is a stranger to; self
examination he has little leisure for ; 
week-night preaching he thinks super
fluous; and the prayer-meetings he 
seldom or never attends. " He has no 
kernel in him." · 

Reader, art thou a professor? Re
member disguised pretexts cannot de
ceive Him ; He discerneth thy disguises 
before thou hast weaved them. You 
may call God your father, speak heaven's 
dialect, he endowed with gifts, but re
member God looks through the veil, and 
you appear as clear to Him as crystal ; 
He can pierce thy heart with as much 
ease as the sun can through the thin
nest cloud. 

Jesus had to do with such in His day, 
and he exclaimed, "Woe unto you, hy
pocrites; you outwardly appearrighteous 
unto men, but within are full of ini
quity; " "they had no karnel in them." 
Professor, thou wilt have to leave thy 
mask in the grave, and stand at the 
bar in naked ugliness. Thou mightest 
have stolen the livery of heaven to wear 
on_ earth; thou may'st have angels' 
voice, but thou art a serpent, and 

" -- of all the reprobate, 
None seems maturer for the flames of 

hell." 

"You have no kernel in you." 
This is true about happiness. Is there 

such a thing as happiness? Yes. ls it 
material or inimaterial? If created, it 
is finite; if it he 1mcreated, it is infi
nite. If finite, it is only suitable for a 
finite spirit, and fitted to a time state ; 
if infinite, it is congruous with an eternal 
mind, and supplies happiness to the soul 
united to God independent of all natural 
strength. 

From whence sprang happiness ? It 
came from one real, essential, substantial 
origin. From whence was this note or 
sovereign counterfeited? It certain!{. 
attests the genuineness of the origina , 
the value of the copy, and the desire of 
possessing the principal. Just so the 
multiplietl pleasures of the day are 
counterfeited and substituted by men to 
supply the place ofreal happiness, which, 
like a painted fire, neither gives warmth 
nor comfort. " God made man upright, 
but he hath sought out many in
ventions." 

Real happiness is with God, and ema
nates from His essential nature. God 
was happy ere He balanced a world, 
created an angel, or made man; happy 
in His own independent grandeur, and 
enjoying the profoundest pleasure in the 
essence of His own Divinity. Happiness, 
therefore, in its original, was with God. 
" Before the mountains were settled, 
before the hills were brought forth; 
while as yet He had not made the earth, 
nor the field, nor the highest part of 
the dust of the world, I was daily in de
light, rejoicing always before Him." 

Again, of what nature is the soul? 
" God breathed into man the breath of 
life (Heb, lives), and man became a liv
ing soul." The soul has a resemblance 
to God, made with eternal capacities 
like God, made for an eternal state, and 
stamped with the impress of Deity. 

If, therefore, our soul is to surviYe all 
the blandishments of this world, the 
pageantry of fashion, as so many fluid 
things, the soul must ha,e pleasures 
suited to its Divine nature, and inde
pendent of all circumstance, Hence 
God, to show the vanity of earthly 
things, says of the greatest empires, 
"they shall be as chaff before the whirl
wind, or as the smoke out of a chi=ey." 
:Nothing can exceed the limits of its own 
nature, neither can the immortal soul 
be satisfied with any happiness except 
it springs from an uncreated source. 

Perhaps there is nothing taU,etl of 
more and less understood thau happiuess; 
many pursue it, ancl the more - h,iste 
they make in the wrong- way the farther 
they are from the encl of the jomney; 
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"It has no kernel in it." Happiness is 
not attained by voyaging along the 
highway, the beaten road is the most 
dangerous, and the popular cry for hap
piness has no kernel in it. Happiness 
consists in a knowledge of "the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ," to drink into 
His spirit, and to hold communion with 
God. These are subjects for the soul's 
everlasting research, depths it cannot 
fathom, and heights it cannot reach 
until we join the golden canticle which 
will peal forth from heaven's organ, 
echoing through the ,::mlts of the glo
rified. 

In making this world, God studied 
man's happiness. He not only made 
the palace, but furnished it for our use ; 
He gave us for our ceiling a bespangled 
heaven, the air for our aviary, the ground 
for the production of animal and vege
table life, the waters for fish, and has 
stored up for us in the earth minerals 
for our use, comfort, and ornament. 
This goes to demonstrate God wished 
man to be happy; and if this is given 
for our mind, think you He would give 
us an inferior salvation? Here are 
summits for the soul's immortal flight; 
rivers that glide along this desert earth 
with its salubrious springs, from whence 
thousands of infinite spirits drink. 
"All my springs are in Thee." 

Reader, are you a book student? Let 
me advise you to read such books that 
have kernels in them; booksthatpresent 

Jesus as the only Saviour; that doctrine 
of regeneration, through the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, by which every heart 
must be renovated; the perfect, com
plete, spotless, and imputed righteous
ness of Christ through the exercise of 
simple faith, by which the sinner is jus
tified from all things. This is what is 
provided for the sinner, offered to the 
lost, and enjoyed by the believer. Here 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ap
pears in pardoning the guilty, justifying 
the condemned, and sanctifying the un
holy, through the substitution, work, 
sufforings, and death of Jesus ; and 
when death shall test your state, it will 
be proved that your choice was one with 
the kernel in it. Reader, I would have 
you be useful; and in order to do this 
you must have a Christian character 
with a kernel in it; the love of God 
welling up in your heart; your con
versation seasoned with salt ; your at
tendance at the house of God regular ; 
in all your works aiming at His glory, 
the good of souls, and the prosperity of 
His cause. Let your life be holy, adorn
ing the " doctrine of God your Saviour 
in all things," and you will never be 
classed bv the Great Head of the Church 
amongst the faulty nuts, of whom God 
speaks : " I saw the wicked buried who 
had come and gone from the place of the 
holy, and they were forgotten in the 
city where they had so done." 

Wicl,war. RICHARD SHIPWAY. 

£trilting ~gnugqts, .facts, anh J!f iguns. 

PHEDESTJNATION THE MATTER-
HORN OF THEOLOGY. 

Tm, doctrine of predestination seems to 
me to be the Matterhorn of theology. 
When looking upon that high peak, I 
was told once that no one had ever stood 
upon its summit. I thought it would 
be a pity if any one did, as there was 

plenty of room below. There are some 
men, however, always wishing to climb 
very high in theological matters, that 
they might look down upon the little 
men toiling in the valley below ; but as 
for me, I will wait till I get my wings, 
that I may be able to soar up to this 
point ; but as long as I do not possess 
the wings, I will not try.-Spurgeon. 
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WHAT MAKES A MAN RICH. 

No man can tell whether he is rich or 
poor by turning to his ledger. It is the r 

heart that makes a man rich. He is 
rich or poor according to what he is, not 
according to what he has.-H. W. 
Beecher. 

fire, and get them burnt to dust, every 
seed of them.-Tom Brown. 

RECONCILIATION BY THE 
LOCRIAN KrnG. 

WHAT TO DO WITH "WILD 
OATS." 

THE well-known case of the King of 
the Locrians is only an instance of the 
way in which reconciliation is to be 
brought about among men. He made n 
law that the adulterer should be punished 
with the loss of his eyes. His son was 

1 
the first offender. The feelings of the 

, father, and the justice of the king con-
1 flicted. Reconciliation was produced by 

WHAT a man, be he young, old, or 
middle-aged, sows, that, and nothing 
else, shall he reap. The only thing to 
do with "wild oats" is to put them , 
carefully into the hottest part of the ! 

suffering the loss of one eye himself, 
and inflicting the remainder of the 
penalty on his son.-Barner. 

GROWTH. 

'T1s sweet to see around us, 
In spring and summer time, 

Trees, plants, and flowers growing 
From early bud to prime ; 

To mark the corn advancing 
From tiny blade to ear, 

The vine put on its verdure, 
While tender grapes appear. 

We look upon our children, 
And love to see them grow 

From infancy to manhood, 
And signs of vigour show ; 

For if in mind and body 
We could no progress see, 

We soon should feel persuaded 
That something wrong must be. 

Believers are exhorted, 
In God's most Holy Word, 

To grow in grace and knowledge 
Of Jesus Christ the Lord ; 

But some amongst God's children 
Scarce seem to grow at all; 

They need the Spirit's blessing 
Upon their hearts to falL 

Sometimes God sends affliction 
His people to revive. 

And blessed are the sorrows 
That make them grow and thrive. 

0 Lord, on all Thy weak ones 
Thy beauteous grace bestow, 

That they unto the stature 
Of men in Christ may grow. 

Wellingboro'. THEODOR.t. 



BELIEVE AND BE BAPTIZED. 

"BELIEVE, and be baptized,"* our Saviour said, 
As He the precept by example led ; 
A test ordained, that all who love His name 
Might thus obedience to His will proclaim. 
And,like as J esns hath the flood passed through 
With Him be " buried in baptism" t too ; ' 
Type of our trust, in Christ's redemption scheme 
A symbol simply of our faith in Him ! 

Tli:en let all those who love their loving Lord, 
With earnest hearts this duteous right accord; 
E'en should no voice of duty bid, decide, 
For love of Hini obey who for our soul's sake died! 
"Believe, and be baptized," how simply sweet the strain 
Let all believers. shout a glad " A nien ! " ' 
\Vhile if both love and duty be our theme, 
Twice blest are they who live baptized in Him ! 

W. 8. p ASSMORE. 

* Mark X\"i. 16. t Romnns, vi. 4. 

0 ZION, LOVELY CITY .. 

0 Z10N, lovely city, 
"-71:tere walk the saints in white ; 

The glory of the Godhead 
Doth fill thy courts with light. 

There countless harps are sounding, 
\Vhile voices sweetly sing 

A never-dying anthem 
To the eternal king. 

Throughout the vast dominion 
No bitter grief is known, 

But pleasure, like a river, 
Fiows from the radiant throne. 

0 Zion, lovely city, 
When shall I fly to thee, 

And with thy mighty Founder 
For ever happy be? T. 

Jcbictrrs. 

HeMl Whispers in Poems and Prose. 
By A. S. ORMSBY, Author of Ready 
the Voice of Jesus, &c. 

Tms is a delightful volume of rich and 
spiritual things, both in verse and prose. 
The subjects are all edifying, and the 
spirit of true earnest Christianity per
vades the whole. The poetic gift is much 
above mediocrity, and is most sweetly 
sanctified to the interests of experimental 
piety. The volume is most tastefully got 

up, and is worthy of a place in every 
Christian home in the land. 

Baptism Oalnily Considered. A Tract for 
the Times. By H. W. (Elliot Stock). 

A WELL-WRITTEN paper, with more philo
sophy in it than usually appears in trea
tises of this kind. It is well printed, 
and is deserving of general perusaL To 
neglectors of everything recognised as 
Baptism it is a most seasonable appeal. 
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REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 
Our Own Fireside is a very· excellent 

number. Here we have "Lives that 
Speak "-a series of forcible sketches 
that must be useful. Dr. Vaughan's 
Sunday reading, "A Whitsuntide Medi
tation," is of first-rate quality. The 
illustrations also are very striking. Home 
Words should be bought by every 
family that can spare a penny per month. 
Onward is just the monthly for our young 
teetotalers. The music is worth the 
penny. The Christian, No. 66-69, is 
more than usually interesting, and its 
reference to the demise of the excellent 
Mr. Chase, one of its late proprietors, is 
deeply affecting. The Gospel Magazine· 
is substantially as good and varied as 
ever. The Gospel Cottage Lecturer cannot 
fail to be useful. The Sword and Trowel. 
A very good number. We trust its worthy 
editor will soon be restored to his usual 
vigour and activity. The Baptist Maga
zine is full of valuable papers ; that on 
" Hades and Hell," is worthy of careful 
attention. The 1Hive, full as ever of 
nseful things for •the Sunday-school 
teacher. The Ragged School Union Ma
gazine contains a review of last year's 
work, and a full report of the speeches at 
the annual meeting, &c. Old Jonathan, 
welcome and good as ever. The Gospel 
Watchman is a wonderful pennyworth of 

the best things. The Golden Lamp is 
a nice compact penny periodical, and 
breathes the grace and love of the Gospel 
of Jesus. 

PAMPHLETS, SERIALS, &c. 
TheGospell-Ierald, a good number. This 

Magazine has improved verymuchoflak. 
The Biblical Museum. Part VI. brings us 
down to the 25th chapter of St. Matthew's 
Gospel, and is full of elucidatory a.nd 
practical matter. Mr. Gray will render 
all Sunday. school teachers and lay 
preachers under the deepest obligation, 
by his skill and labour in providing them 
with most ample material for their work. 
Bye-paths of Bapti.st History. No. III. 
In this number Mr. Goadby enters on 
the persecution of Baptists in England. 
A field rich in melancholy incidents and 
facts. We urge all Baptists to take this 
work in, and to circulate it among their 
friends. 

We heartily commend to our readers' 
notice the following 32mo. little books 
and tracts :-Caleb and Joshua; or, 
wholly following the Lord. Light, Sali-a
tion, and Strength, by F. Whitfield, B.A. 
(Yapp and Hawkins). Crossing the Jor
dan, by D. A. Doudney, D.D. (Book 
Society, 1 to 8). Set Up Way-marks, 
by the Rev. J. S. Pollock, :M.A. Good, 
but rather chnrchified. The Legend of 
W arrio,· H awlc. A Ballad. (Elliot Stock). 

Jtn.ominatianal ~ntdligenct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV, STEWART McALISTER, of the Metro
politan Tabernacle College, has accepted 
the invitation to the pastorate of the 
first church, Cranfield. 

Mr. Jolly, who assisted the late Rev. 
T. W. Matthews in the pastorate of i!he 
church, High-street, Boston, has received 
an invitation to continue his ministry 
amongst them. 

Rev. H. M. Read has resigned the pas
torate of the church, Great Marlow, 
Bucks. 

Rev. T. R. Stevenson, of Luton, has ac
cepted an invitation to the church, Bout
port-street, Barnstaple, North Devon. 

Rev. Samuel H. Firks, Regent's-park 

College, has accepted the invitation of the 
church, Great Whyte, Ramsey, Hunting
donshire. 

Rev. A. J. Parry. of Liverpool, has 
accepted the call of the church at Clough 
Fold to become its pastor. 

Rev. E. E. Fisk, late of Tregoney, 
Cornwall, h~s accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church, Bures, 
Suffolk. 

Rev. Isaac Watts, of Goclmanchester, 
Hunts, has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate of the church, lllacclesfield. 

Rev. H. L. O,·erbury, of Rawdon Col
le"e, has accepted an invitation from the 
br~nch church at \Vest Gorton (in con
nection with Union Chapel, Oxlonl-roacl, 
Manchester), to the pastorate. 
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Rev. ,T. Duff. of Rawdon College, has 
accepted a call to the pastorate of the 
church, Stockton-upon-Tees. 

Rev. \Yilliam Owen (formerly a student 
of the Haverfordwest College) has ac
cepted the pastorate of the church, 
\Y aterford. 

Rev. \\'. Fisk has resigned the pastor
ate of the church, Chipperfield, Herta, 
which :he has held for upwards of four
teen years, and has accepted a unanimous 
im-itation to the church at Arnsby, in 
Leicestershire. 

Rev. Samuel Mann has resigned the 
pastorate of the Clarence-street Church, 
Penzance. 

Rev. Joseph Hasler has announced his 
intention shortly to resign the pastorate 
of the church at Downham Market, and 
is now open to invitations to supply other 
churches whose pastorate is vacant. 

RECOGNITIONS. 

ON :Monday, June 5th, Rev. Evan Pro
bert, late of Haverfordwest College, was 
formally recognised as pastor of the 
churches at Ewias Harold and Pandy. 
The charge to the pastor was delivered 
by the Rev. Sidney R. Young, and that 
to the church by the Rev. Joseph Lewis. 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

MEOPHA.M, KE~T.-Forty-third anni
-versary, July 19th. Mr. B. B. W:ale, of 
Blackheath, will (D.V.) preach rn the 
morning and afternoon, and Mr. C. Mas
terson, of London, in the evening. S~r
nces a.t eleven, half-past two, and six. 
Dinner and tea as usuaL 

PRESENTATIONS. 

LUTo~, PA.RK-STREET.-The members 
who have joined this church during the 
first nine months of Mr. Gender's ministry 
have presented him with a handsome 
copy of" Scott's'Commen~ary" as a token 
of their esteem and affect10n. 

BRIXTON.-A public tea was held in 
the chapel, Cornwall-road, on Thursday, 
June 1st. A public meeting was held m 
the evening, presided over by J. CoopE:r, 
Esq. During the meeting the Rev.David 
Asquith presented, in the name of the 
church, a copy of " Kitto's Illustrat_ed 
Family Dible" to Mr. Akehurst, semor 
deacon and treasurer. Suitable addresses 

were delivered by the Rev. G. Hearson, 
and by Messrs. A. Smith, Wilson, Skingle, 
Heath, and Taylor. 

BOXMOOR, liERTS.-Tho opportunity 
of the forty-ninth anniversary of the 
Sunday-school at Boxmoor Chapel (May 
29th) was taken to present the pastor, the 
Rev. H. 0. Leonard, M.A., with a very 
handsome tea and coffee service, as a 
token of esteem and regard, and also of 
sympathy with him with reference to a 
recent burglary at his house. The chair 
was taken by T. Micklem, Esq., who 
made the presentation in the name of the 
church and congregation, and the meeting 
was also addressed by the Rev. Jesse 
Hobson. 

On Wednesday evening, the 10th of 
May, a handsomely bound .copy of the 
" National Illustrated Bible " was pre
sented to the Rev. F. P. Williams, at 
Hope Chapel, Canton, Cardiff, English 
Baptist, by the members of his Bible
class. 

The church in Barnstaple have just 
held a bazaar in liquidation of the debt 
on their new school and ministers' house. 
In connection with the bazaar a supper 
was given by the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Society, to whi-ih about 
200 sat down, including the leading 
members of all the Dissenting bodies in 
the town. Rev. W. T. Whitmarsh pre
sided. An interesting feature of the 
evening wi1s the presentatio1;1 of testi
monials on behalf of the society to the 
Rev. W. T. Whitmarsh (president), and 
Mr. Jas. Green (hon. sec.), recognising 
the valuable services of those gentlemen, 
and expressive of the esteem with which 
they are regardecl. The Rev. R. A. 
Bertram passed a very high encomium 
upon the Rev. T. R. Stevenson,of Luton, 
who has just accepted the pastorate of 
this church. The total amount raised by 
the bazaar is about £200. 

WESTBURY, PROVIDENCE CHA.PEL.-On 
Sunday, J nne 18th, sermo1;1s were preached 
by the Rev. W. Jeffery I? commemora
tion of the sixty-first anmversary of the 
laying of the foundation stone of the 
chapel. On the following Monday, at a 
largely attended tea and 12ublic meeting. 
at which addresses were given by several 
ministers, the pastor was presente~ with 
a handsome dining-room easy chair and 
a very elegant inkstand, as a small token 
of appreciation of seven years' successful 
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pnstoral labour. Mrs. Jeffery was also at 
the s~me time presente_d with an elegant 
drawmg-room easy chair as an expression 
of esteem for her Christian work. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE ceremony of laying the foundation 
stone of a n~w chapel at Dronfield, took 
place on Whit-Monday afternoon, in the 
presence of a large number of spectators. 
The stone was laid by Mr. W. Sissons, 
of Sheffield. The following ministers 
were present, and took part in tlte pro
ceedings-The Revs. C. Larom, · Giles 
Hester, and J.M. Stephens, and the Rev. 
E. Ireland, Dronfield. After devotional 
exercises, Mr. Thos. Smelt, in the name 
of the congregation of the Church, pre
sented Mr. Sissons with a mallet and 
trowel, and Mr. Sissons then proceeded 
to lay the stone. Revs. C. Larom and 
J. M. Stephens also addressed the as
semblage. A public tea meeting was 
held in the Town-hall in the evening. 
The site of the buildincr is at the out
skirts of the west-end ol"the town. The 
building will be of faced stone, and the 
interior measurement will be about 47 ft. 
long by 30 ft. wide, with a gallery at the 
west-end, and vestries underneath. The 

. schoolroom, which will be at the back 
of the chapel, will• be about 42 ft. long 
by 27 ft. wide. It is intended to lay out 
between £800 and £900 on the building. 

Palmerston-hall, New Wimbledon, has 
for so~e m~mths been occupied by Con
gregat10nalist brethren as a preaching 
stat~on, but on Lord's~day, June 4th, the 
.services were held with a view to the 
formation of a Baptist church. Two 
sermons were preached on Lord's-day
in the morning by the Rev. D. Gracey • 
in the evening hy the Rev. Vernon J'. 
Charlesworth. On the following Lord's. 
day, Mr. J. L. Keys, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, commenced his · ministry in 
the hall, · 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

TIIE sixtieth anniversary of the forma
tion of the church, Harrow, was held on 
Monday, May 29th, In the afternoon a 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Landels. About 150 friends, among whom 
were many of Mr. Bigwood's old congre
gation at Brompton, took tea in the 

schoolroom. After tea a puhlic meeting 
was held, and addresses were delivered 
by the Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, .:VI.A., 
the Revs. Dr. Landels, W. Simpson, J. 
Basley, and W. P. Balfern; General 
Crawford, Mr. James Waylen, Mr. T. 
Smith, now deacon, and fonnerly for 
nearly thirty years pastor of the church, 
and Mr. John Chapman. Mr. Bigwood 
stated that on account of the growth in 
the congregation, and especially in the 
school, it had been determined to erect a 
new schoolroom and vestries, for which 
plans had been prepared, and to throw 
the pres~nt schoolroom into the chapel, 
and provide a large number of free sittinas, 
and that for this object more than £200 
had already been contributed by a few 
members of the congregation. An in
teresting address by the chairman the 
Rev. Dr. Steane, closed the meeting'. 

The chapel, Eld-lane, Colchester, has 
been undergoing extensive improvements. 
A hot-water apparatus has been put in ; 
the pews have been made more comfort
able; and the chapel has been re-lit and 
painted. The total cost has been :£2DO 
towards which £220 had been raised'. 
The chapel was re-opened on Lord's
day, May 28th, when two sermons were 
preached by Rev. J. H. Hinton, .M.A. 
On Monday'. 29th, a public meeting was 
held, a~ which addresses were given by 
the chairman (Rev. E. Spurrier), and by 
Rev. J. H. Hinton, G. Hitchen, T. 111. 
Morris, R. S. Ellis, J. '\V. Da.-ids, E. 
Miller, B.A., and J. Batty. The col
lections amounted to £27. 

The first anniversary services of the 
church at Parkshot were held last week . 
On Tuesday, the 30th, a public meeting 
was held under the presidency of the 
Rev. J. Angus, D.D. The president was 
supported by fourteen ministers of various 
denominations. The Rev. TI. Colman reacl 
a hrief report, from which it appeared 
that the movement oricinated in J anuciry 
1868, by services in the new lecture-hall. 
The building was opened on May 25tb, 
1870. The entire cost of the builtlinu 
and fittings, and the freehold land, h1~ 
been about £2,000, of which £1,050 re
mains to be paid. Mrs. E. Colman 
promised to gi,·e £100, provided £300 in 
addition was subscribed by the end of 
the month, so as to reduce the debt to 
£650. A sale of fancy articles was heltl 
in a tent, which realised about £30. 
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The chapel at South Petherwin, Corn
wall, having undergone considerable al
teration and improvement, was re-opened 
on Tuesday, May 16th, when the Rev, J. 
Aldis preached. An evening service was 
held in the Bible Christian chapel, \V. D. 
Hanson, Esq., presiding. The expenses 
of renovating the chapel were about £55, 
which, with £23 10s. previously owing, 
made a total of £78 10s, Subscriptions 
collected, and proceeds of tea, amounted 
to £5i 17s. 7cl., leaving a debt of 
£20 Its. 5d. on the chapel. 

A room has been opened by a few 
friends for the preaching of tbe Gospel 
in Dymock, Gloucestershire, no other 
disseuting body at present working in 
the village. On Sunday, May 28th, two 
sermons were preached to good congre
gations by Mr. E. Mason. On the 
following day a crowded meeting was 
held, presided over hy Mr. Mason, 
when addresses were given by Rev. 
J. Richards, F. Rolls, A, W. Pearce, and 
T. Jones. 

Centenary services have just been held 
at the old meeting-house, Biggleswade. 
An interesting statement of the history 
of the church was given by the pastor. 
It was formed in June, 1771, of four 
members, and was of a very liberal con
stitution. From its co=encement to 
the present time, the church had eight 
pastors, two of whom died at Biggles
wade. Several members have gone forth 
from it to the work of the ministry, 
among whom were the Revs. C. J. Mid
dleditch, S. Sta.nbridge, Richard Emery, 
J. Mentor Ryland, and T. S. Purser. The 
church is the mother of the following 
churches in the neighbourhood :-Stot
fold, 8hefford, and Sandy. Services were 
conducted by some of its members at 
Langford, Henlow, Broom, Northill, 
DUDton, Wrestlingworth, &c., before any 
other denominations attempted anything 
for the benefit of the villagers. There 
was a S=day-school as early as 1794, 
which has been efficiently conducted by 
a band of volUDtary teachers, male and 
female, down to the present time. A 
considerable number of ministers of the 
COUDty took part in the centenary 
service. 

The annual meetings of the Bucking
hamshire Association were held at the 
Lower Chapel, Amersham, on May 23 
and 24. The circular letter was read to 

the ministers and delegates on the evening 
of the former day by the Rev. J, Cave, 
the subject·being "The Diaconate." On 
the 24th, the association sermon was 
preached by Rev. W. B. Rohling, and 
the ordinary business transacted. A 
slight increase in the number of members 
W'l.s reported. Resolutions approving of 
the disestablishment effort, and disap
proving of the Elementary Education 
Act, were unanimously passed. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. G. W. 
Bannister, A. Dyson, J. Hirons, J. 
Butcher, F. J. Benskin, and J. B. 
Marriott. 

BEXLEY-HEATH TRINITY CHAPEL, -The 
anniversary was held on June 6. Rev. 
Dr. Burns, and Rev, F. Tucker, B.A., 
were the preachers. The attendance was 
good, and the collections liberal. 

LITTLE KINGSHILL, BUCKS. -Special 
services were held at the above place on 
Tuesday, May 9. A sermon was preached 
at half-past 2 o'clock by the Rev. F. 
Tucker, B.A. Tea was provided in the 
schoolrooms, the tables gratuitously sup
plied by the ladies of the congrega.tion. 
A public meeting took place at 6 o'clock, 
presided over by Alderman Wheeler, of 
High Wycombe. The followingministers 
and gentlemen took par.t in the proceed
ings :-Revs. F. Tucker, B.A., J. Hirons, 
J. Sage, J. Butcher,. F. J. Benskin; J. 
Jones,· J. B. Marriott, and Job Pearce, 
T. Mullett, and A. P. Scrivener, Esqrs. 
Collections were made to liquidate the 
£100 debt remaining on the minister's 
house recently erected ; the sum of £80 
was realised. Cordial thanks Wllre ex
pressed by the pastor, the Rev. G.Phillips, 
to the friends at the close, for the liberal 
response given to the appeal, and he 
hoped by Michaelmas the whole debt 
would be cancelled. 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK BAI'TIST Asso
CIATION.-The great annual gathering of 
the representatives of the associated 
churches was held on Tuesday and Wed
nesday at Pulham St. Mary. A truly 
hearty welcome was given, not only by 
the Baptists of Pulham, but by the other 
inhabitants. The proceedings commenced 
at half-past ten on the first day, when 
the chairman for the year-Mr. Brunt, 
pastor of the Orford-hill Church, Nor
wich-delivered a stirring address upon 
the value of the union in promoting 
cordiality and practical sympathy.amongst 
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the churches, urging the benefits accruing 
to the weaker churches, and the duty 
(which was as certainly the privilege) of 
the stronger ones in uniting for their 
help. After reading the "Articles of 
Association," an abstract of the letters 
from the thirty-three churches in union 
was presented to the assembly. The 
latter part of Tuesday was occupied by 
the ministers and messengers (who met 
at the chapel at Pulham) in transacting 
the business of the association, and of 
the various missionary and other organi
sations connected therewith, one pleasant 
part of the said business being the ap
portionment of grants of money to help 
the smaller churches and their poorer 
ministers. In the afternoon and evening 
also the tent was again more than filled, 
and earnest, practical sermons were 
preached by Mr. Whorlow and Mr. 
Bland, the devotional parts of these ser
vices being conducted by Messrs. Bird, 
Hoddy, amd Box. On Wednesday morn
ing, a prayer meeting was held from half
past six till eight, and another at half
past nine, before the close of which the 
tent was densely crowded, and Mr. Barnes 
having read the Scriptures and offered 
prayer, Mr. Collins preached a powerful 
sermon. In the afternooon, a still larger 
assembly was convened. Mr. Sears read 
and prayed, and Mr. Harris preached. 
Mr. Collins was requested to print his 
discourse (which had been reported by a 
shbrt-hand writer), in acceding to which 
he took occasion, in the name of the body, 
to thank most cordially the many gene
rous friends who had welcomed them to 
Norfolk on this their first visit during 
the forty-three years which the association 
had been in operation. Brief addresses 
were also delivered by the esteemed 
secretary (Mr. Cooper), by Mr. C. Hill, 
Mr. B. Taylor, pastor of the Pulham 
church, and by the moderator. 

CHESTER.-BACK BROOK·STREET.-On 
Friday, May the 5th, the Sunday-school 
held their annual tea meeting, presided 
over by the pastor, Mr. P. Price. After 
the children had received their treat, and 
well enjoyed themselves, the teachers and 
friends held their social meeting. Ad
~esses of a practical character were 
given by the teachers. 

PORTSMOUTH.-A tea meeting was 
held in the schoolroom of the Lake
road chapel, ;Landport, on Thursday, 

the. 4th of May, for the purpose of 
takmg a farewell of Mr. Thomas Crudina
ton, who has laboured successfully f;;r 
more than twelve years in connection 
with the Portsea Island Town Mission 
and who has ain~e sailed for America' 
where he hopes to be . able to devo~ 
himself exclusively to the work of the 
ministry. At the public meeting, the 
Re,·. T. W. Medhurst, of whose church 
Mr. Crudington is a member, presided. 
Suitable addresses were delivered by the 
Revs. J. G. Gregson, R. Y. Roberts, .J. 
Lames, W. Griggs, J. Knapp, and Mr. 
Crudington. Our brother is commended 
to the fellowship of the Baptist churche8 
in the United States, a.s an earnest 
Christian worker. 

An effort is being made to erect new 
infant class-rooms on a piece of ground, 
which has been secured, at the rear of 
Lake-road chapel, Land port, in connection 
with the church, under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. T. W. Medhurst. On Wed
nesday evening, April 19th, ~Ir. :Med
hurst delivered an instructive lecture on 
behalf of this object in Lake-road chapel,' 
on " The Tabernacle of Witness in the 
"\'Vildemess ; Its Typical Meanings," il
lustrated wi.th coloured diagrams. }Ir. 
John Crowter, superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, presided. 

On Tuesday, May 9th, " The Sunday 
Scholars' Service of Sacred Song, illus
trative of the Pilgrim's Progress," was 
given by a choir of juveniles, numbering 
over 150 voices, in the chapel, in behalf 
of the same object. The " Adapted Con
nective Readings," by W. H. Davies. 
were given by the pastor, Rev. T. W. 
Medhurst, who presided. This " Service 
of Sacred Song " was preceded by a tea 
meeting, the tables for which were libe
rally supplied by members of the church 
and congregation. The proceedings were 
highly encouraging and satisfactor:i:. The 
spacious chapel was well filled with an 
appreciative n.udience. 

CASTERBUitY ROAD CHAPEL, KrLBURS. 

-The sixth anniversary of this place of 
worship was held on the llth and 12th 
of June. It is the oldest finished house 
of prayer in Kilburn, and is, ~ conse-. 
quence, not unaptly termed the tather oi 
the surrounding churches. On Sunday 
the morning sermon was preached by the 
esteemed pastor, the Rev. T. Hall, the 
evening discourse being given by the Rev. 
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,Toseph Angus, D. D., principal of the 
Regent's Park College. The annual tea 
and public meeting took place on Monday. 
The tables were richly decorated with 
cut flowers and plants. Joseph Peters, 
Esq., who has presided at every anniver
sary since the erection of the chapel, again 
kindly occupied the chair, and the pro
ceedings commenced by the choir singing 
a hymn to the tune "New Creation." in 
which the congregation joined heartily. 
Miss Hall presided at the harmonium. 
The chairman made a characteristic 
speech in his well-known broad, brotherly, 
Catholic sty le. The report was read by 
the pastor, and gave a comprehensive ac
count of the work done. There was much 
to be thankful for, but also much to re
gret, and among other things the fluctu
ating and unsettled character of Kilburn. 
Financially, £380 were needed to clear 
off the building debt. Of this sum £80 
had been promised in the room - the 
chairman liberally adding £30 to the 
a.mounts he has advanced on other occa
sions, making his contributions £2i0 in 
all (cheers). Mr. Spurgeon had kindly 
volunteered £120, if the remaining £180 
could be got up by Christmas. It is for 
this reason that an appeal was now ur
gently made, since, if the friends failed, 
they could not avail themselves of Mr. 
Spurgeon's generous offer. The Revds. 
J. Burns, D. D., Percy Strutt, R.R. Finch, 
Hearson, and Davis, and H. Tarrant and 
S. Moslin, Esqrs., also made able and elo
quent speeches. 

RESIGNATION OF p ASTORATE. -TheRev. 
J. Butterfield, pastor of the church meet
in Bethlehem, Lower-road, Rotherhithe, 
London, after sixteen years' labours here, 
in which term he has raised a cause from 
:!l to 300 and odd souls, and built a chapel 
to seat [;00, through various causes during 
the last two years, has concluded to re
si"n his pastorate, though he still retains 
the esteem of the church, numbering 120, 
from whom full testimonial can be had. 
J. B., believing that a new minister would 
meet with abundant success, suggests 
that if any brother minister of the Baptist 
denomination happens to be in a like po
sition, a correspondence may lead to a. 
mutual arrangement, where!:Jy the bless
ing of the Great Head of the Church on 
Loth causes may be obtained; or J. B. is 

open to a call to the pastorate of a be
reavecl church. Yours truly in Him, 

J, BUTTERFIELD, 
2, Yeoman-ten·ace, Lowei·-road, 

Depiford, London .. 

To the Editor of the BAPTIST MESSENGER. 
Mv DEAR Srn,-Nearly two years since 

I came to Ipswich. I found a. Baptist 
cause without any pastor (the two dea
cons, Brothers Woolley and Denham 
were doing their best to keep the littl; 
church from dying quite away). .I found 
a nice little chapel and a few earnest 
Christians, only seventeen of them. I 
preached the truth to them as well as 
?od enabled me to do, The congregation 
mcreased ; God owned His word ; and 
now we have to thank our Heavenly 
Father we have forty-seven consistent 
communicants. We have had about 
twenty baptisms since I came ; the las1i 
baptism we had six. I have been in the 
Bush as an Evangelist Missionary at my 
own expense. I toiled hard with my hands. 
and preached Christ with success, I 
opened one church on the Brisbane River, 
eighteen miles from town, another at the 
Ncrmanby Reserve, sixteen miles in ano
ther direction, and a. third gathering on 
the .Bremer River, twenty miles another 
way; and we have opened two preaching 
stations. Sunday-schools are formed with 
each church. Thus our labour became 
extensive, so the church gave Brother 
Thomas Woolley, one of the .deacons,. a. 
call to assist me in preaching the Word 
of Life at the far-_off places. The result 
of these labours has been the formation 
of Baptist Association Churches in Queens
land Ipswich District, consisting of four 
churches-Normanby Reserve Church, 
Brisbane River Church, -Bremer River 
Church, and the Ipswich Church, God 
grant it may be the beginning of a great 
and glorious movement. The Association 
was formed in "' est-street Chapel, De
cember 10th, 1870. We held our first 
quarterly meeting on April ith, 1871. 
Four churches were represented; 11nd 
two candidates for pastors to two of the 
churches were examined, and the associ
ation proceeded to engage them as duly 
authorized pastors to administer the 
ordinances and preach the Word of Truth 
to the churches in the Bush. In the 
morning, at eleven o'clock, I prea.checl 
from E,rnd. xvii. 11, 12; in the after-
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noon at 2.30, when the churches met in 
the chapel to recognise the two pastors. 
I felt my position rather seriously. A 
large congregation to witness the service, 
and no minister·of the Baptist clenomina
tion being present-, from circumstances 
over which we had no control, we opened 
the service by singing a.hymn in German. 
Prayers were offered in English, ancl in 
German and Welsh by cleacons of the 
churches. The lesson was read by Brother 
Denham, one of my deacons, from Titus 
ii, and eleven verses of the third chapter 
(sung in English). Then the usual ques
tions were asked by Brother Denham re
lative to the church's call, and the can
didates' views and experience. Deacon 
Hodges prayed. Brother Beard, in the 
absence of Brother Woolley, delivered 
the address to the churches and ministers 
upon the subject of their respective duties. 
I then proceeded to deliver the charge 
from 2 Tim. iv. ; sang the Old Hun
dredth, and closed with the benediction. 
It was a most solemn service. 

Thus two years since there was a little 
despised church in Ipswich, and not one 
organised church in the Bush round us 
anywhere ; now we have two ministers, 
and four others, who preach in the Bush. 
Thus you will see altogether we have 
three ministers, eleven deacons, two 
elders, with 216 members. I can truly 
say that God has indeed blessed me 
above measure. I am in my seventy
second year. I have preached the Gospel 
in many lands since the 22nd January, 
1820, and I can say that God hath made 
me a blessing to many. 

J. S. GERRARD, Baptist Minister. 
Ipswich, Queensland. 

14th April, 1871. 

BAPTISMS. 
JJeckington.-May 7, Four, by W. Clarke. 
Belfast, Victoria-hall Church.-April 14, Two; 

April 20, One; June 51 Cne, by F. G. Buckingham, 
pastor. 

Corsham, Wilts.-May 25, Six, by'Mr. Hurlstone, 
pa.star. 

Earl's Co/ne, Esse:,:.-June 11, Four by J.C. Wells. 
Helston, Cornwall-June 2, Four, by W. L. Mayo, 

a.fter a sermon by Rev. ,v. D. Wright of America. 
Ilat//erleigh, Devon.-June 11, Four, by \V. Nor

man, the pastor. 
llauham, Gloster.-Jnne 4, Flvo, by Thos. Eow

bcer. 
Lav'• /Jill, Hercfordshire.-Feb. 2G, One; April 

~o. Three, by S. Watkins. 
Met,-o-politan District-

Peniel Tabernarle, Cho.Jk F£\rm-roarl.-June 1, SU, 
hy W. A. Blake or Brentford. 

/Jatteraea, Surrey-lano.-May 2R, Two, by A. G. 
Short. 

lla,rnet, Church worshipping in the Town-hall. 
April 10, Two, at Potter's Bar Cbn.pol, a.lMJ Two on 
June l. The Church was formod nn Dr,~emher 
11, 1870, numbering 12, and now numhen:i "22. We 
pray that the Lord's people may help us to get 
a place of onr own. UnleRR 200!. co.n he raise<l a.t 
once we a.re a.fraid we sho II base the ball sold.-

! GEO. DICKim,'iON. 
MetrOJ)olitan Tabernacle.-Ma.y :?TJ, Eighteen, by 

, J. A. Spurgeon. 
Ulverstone.-Jnne 11, at Barrow, Xine, hy T. 

Lardner. 
Maulden, Amptbill.-May 30, Si~. hy T. Car(lwell. 
Middleton, Teesdale.-May i8, Two by S. T. 

Willia.ms. 
Exeter, South-Atreet.-Jtrne 13, Efove:1, hy the 

Rev. F. Bosworth, pastor. 
Mropham, Ken~-May 7, One, by W. K. Dexter. 
Oldham, King-street. - May :2S, Five, hy R. 

Howard Bayly. 
Oxford, at Commercial-road Cha.pel.-}fo,y 18, 

Five, by George Hill, Pastor. 
Portglenone, Ireland-May 26, Two; June ~ 

Two, by P. Gallaher. 
Port,mouth, La,ndport, Lake-ron.d.-May ~I, Five, 

by T. W. Medhurst. 
Portsmouth, Gospel-hall, Commercia.1-road.

June 2, Six, by T. W. Medhurst, ot' L11ke-roac.l 
Chapel. 

Ridding.,, Derbyshire.-April 30, Four, hy the 
Pastor, William Crick. 

Stradbroke. Suffo!k.-March 2G, Two. by G. Cobh_ 
Torquay, Upton-vale. - June l."i, Two, by E. 

Edwards. 
Ujfculme, Devon.-June S, Fi"ve, by J. Crnick

shank. 
TVestbury, Wilts.-May 28, Se~en, hy the Rev. 

W. Jeffery. The baptism, which inclmJ.eU two 
soldiers of the. Royal Marines Light Inlu.ntry, took 
place in the open air. 

Wolverhampton, Waterloo-road.-}fay 2~, Two. 
by J. Stuart. 

Woo,iford, ::',orthamptonshire.-June 4, One. by 
T. J. Bristow. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
PoRTSJ10UTH.-On Friday, May 12th, 

Mr. WM. F ABIL'< " fell asleep in Jesus," 
aged forty-nine years. Our brcther was 
for more than thirty years a consistent 
follower of the Lord Jesus, and a member 
of the Baptist Church, Lake-road, Land
port. He was much esteemed and de
servedly respected as a business man. 
He filled the responsible situation of 
Branch Manager to the well-known firm 
of Copestake, Moore, Crampton, and 
Co., of Bow-churchyard, London. '' His 
end was peace." His love for the peace 
r,nd prosperity of the cause of !iocl at 
Lake-road chapel was very great. He 
earnestly desired to promote the welfare 
of the church, and often expresseJ. his 
deep regret that he could not ,lo more for 
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it than be did. He had not the gift of 
speech as some haYe, but he had, what 
was far better, the upright life that was 
ever spea.t.ing. The disturber of peace, 
the slanderer, and the backbiter, always 
found in him a reprover, either by his 
entire silence, or by a pointed rebuke. 
He spoke M a Christian more by the 
urbanity of his disposition and the unim
peachableness of his character than by 
his com·ersation. For a period of more 
than thirty years (from December 22nd, 
1839, to the 12th of 11fay, 1871, he was 
enabled. by the grace of God, to maintain 
his Christian profession. The pastor 
drops a tear to his memory, for he feels 
that he bas lost a faithful friend. Our 
brother's death was in harmony with his 
life. His mind was at "perfect peace" 
with God. During the last few days of 
his trying illness be suffered extreme 
pain, attended with great prostration ; 
but he continued conscious up to the time 
he fell asleep in Jesus. On the Wednes
day night before his death, he said, in 
answer to the question whether he felt 
all was right with bis soul? '' Oh, yes, it 
is ! I have not left repentance to a 
dying hour. Oh, no, that would not do 

for me." Shortly afterwards he added, 
"A 11 is well. I feel I 11m on the Rock." 
I stood by his bed on the day before his 
death, and, as he did not appear to recog
nise me, said, " Do you know me? " He 
did not reply. I then said, "Do you 
know JESUS CHRIST? " Immediately his 
countenance lighted up with joy, and he 
answered, "YES, YES, HE IS PRECIOUS, 
PRECIOUS," "How is it with you now?" 
I asked. He at once replied, "PEACE, 
PEACE, PEACE." "Shall I pray with you?" 
"Yes, do; He will never leave me." 
Later in the day, when I asked him if he 
were still on the Rook, he said, "YES, 
SAFE IN CHRIST." Just before bis depar
ture to "Jerusalem the golden," when 
asked if he felt the valley dark, he an
swered, with feeble breath, but depth of 
earnest expression, "OH, NO ! JESUS IS 
LIGHTING IT.'' Just as the spirit was 
leaving the tabernacle, he said, with his 
eyes upturned, "UP HIGHER." And 
then, "absent from the body," he was 
" present with the Lord." 

June 14th, at East Stoke, Mr. JOHN 
STAPLE,· for thirty-three years deacon 
of the Baptist Church at Montacute, 
Somerset. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from. May 20th, to Jit11e 19tlt, 1871. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
A Friend in Seotland 20 0 0 Mrs. Bickmore 0 2 0 Mrs. Matthews ... 0 10 0 
Mr. T. Pewtress 5 0 0 Mrs. F.and M. Wood- Mr. Wigner's family. l l 0 
Mr. J enneret l l 0 hams 0 5 0 J\1rs. Lewis 0 10 0 
Mr. W.Finlayson ... 0 2 6 Friends in Littledale l\frs. Fountain ... . ... 1 1 0 
Mrs. Il. Morrell 0 2 6 per Mr. J. Dodson. 22 0 0 A Widow's Mite ... 0 10 0 
.J.L. 0 2 6 Mr. J. Duncan... . .. 100 0 0 S.B.P. 1 0 0 

s. B. ... 0 1 0 Mrs. Simpson ... 2 2 0 Collection ;,:i Si~pney 
s. A1kiDSO!l, New Miss Spurgeon... ... 1 l 0 Green Tabernacle, 

York 0 2 6 Mr. McArthur, per Ilov. A. G. 
Man- Bo.rtle 0 2 6 Greenock 2 2 0 I Drown 10 6 
Mr. 'w. ,J. Heath 1 0 Mr. G. Shephert! 0 4 0 i Weekly Offerings at 
Collected by Miss Miss Wade 1 l 0 Metropolitan Ta-

Jephs l L 6 Mrs. Tunstall 0 10 0 bcrnacle, May 21 42 16 4 

S. -"· ............ 0 2 0 Mr. Alfred Searle l 0 0 •• 
J~~e 

2S 30 2 9 
Th~ :!\Hsses Johnson . 3 3 0 Mr. J. Wilson ... 0 10 0~ 4 33 5 s 
Mrs. Gooch 1 l 0 Mr. J. Campbell 1 () o I " 

JI 32 2 3 

Mr. and Mrs. Salter . 0 JO 6 Mrs. Hinton () 5 

: I 
18 20 11 1 

Mr. A Stew11rt ... 0 2 6 Mr. W. Davison 0 a 
i\1r. and Mrs.Hn . .ldane L 0 0 The Misses Drans- £354 0 7 

Mr. W.Day L 0 0 field ... ... ... ... 2 2 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
Newington. CHARLES BLACKSHA W. 
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THE MULTITUDE ROUND THE THRO:N"E. • 

A SEIi.MON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABER)l"ACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEOY, 

"After this I beheld, anrl, lo, a great multitude, which no m,in coulrl numher, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people. and ton!a(ues, stood before the throne, ancl before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their bands; and crieJ wit,h,. louJ 
voice; saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth uvon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb."-Rev. vii. 9, 10. · 

IT seems as though a :flash of wonderment thrilled through his soul, anrl a fhme of 
admiration burst from his tongue, when John exclaims, "At'ter this, I beheld, and, 
lo!" He had already seen much. His attention was fixed. His thou~·hts were 
strained. Of a sudden then a fresh scene breaks on his ,iew; and he betr<tys his 
surprise. .A.t what, you say? Evidently-he was astonished that the vision was 
not yet complete. Ah, brethren ! In order to unrlerstand the deep things of God, 
we need to be patient in our contemplation. Had John turned away his eye~, 
relaxed his study, or withdrawn his gaze from the m,1rvellous panorama he would 
not have seen the better part of the vision. As a Jew, wh~n he had seen the 
twelve tribes pass before him he might have been tempted to say: "It is enough; 
thoce is a remnant, according to the election of grace in lsr,1el; Lord, Thy servant 
is content; I would now open mine eyes again to earth and forget these mysteries." 
This is what many have done practically when they have been looking at a Gospel 
truth. They have not been desirous to see it all; though glad enough to see some 
part of the truth which seemed to suit their prejuiice, they have taken their 
eyes away from the excellent glory before they have seen the wh,>le of the truth, 
as though they were afraid of discovering too much, as though they were always 
glad not to learn anything beyond for fear it should not square with what 
they had learned before. John, however, being patient and taught of God, 
continued still to look, and when the august assembly of tp.e hundred and forty 
and four thousand had passed before him, he saw a far greater multitLide of the 
Gentile race, and he heard from them a louder song than he had heard from the 
chosen multitude before, as they said : '' Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb." Be stedfast, then, ye search.ers into truth. Look 
long; look earnestly. Ask the Lord to let you see as much as you may here. 
Then that petition being granted, comfort yoursel,es with this reflection, " What 
ye know not now ye shall know hereafter." Some things He will nut tell unto 
you, because ye cannot bear them now, but let there be nothing hid from you 
because your interest flags and you do not wish to sea it. Be willing to learn, and 
let your eye be open to see the whole of the tn1th which Jesus woulu reveal. 

I. Turning then to the vision described in our text, the first thing in it that we 
ought to meditate upon is THE GREAT CENTRE OF THE HEAVEXLY \VoRLD. 

It seems that all the saints and angels that John saw surrounded one common 
rallying-place-the throne of God and of the Lamb. They were not broken up 
into groups, some of them considering this subject and others investigating that. 
They were not divided into parties, some calling themselves by oue uawe anJ. 
some by another. All in one group they stood, though their uumbtr wtts beyond all 
human count, and every eye was directed to one common object-ay, aml every 
heart went with every eye-and every tongue sounded the self-sarue song, e1nJ. 
that a song of adoration to the self-same Oue who was the centre of all. 

.. This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and trnuslating is re :ervcd. 
No, 153, NEW SEnrns. 
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Does not this teach us that God is the i·cry Centre of Heaven ? We might 
have guessed this, for He is Centre of all the new creation, Even now all those 
that are born a.irain live in Rim, inheriting all the blessings of eternal life in 
their union to Christ and their fellowship with Him. From Him they derive 
all their light; to llim and upon Him they reflect all the light again, givin&' 
all the glory unto Him from whom they received all the grnce. He who buildect 
heaven, He who supports heaven, lie who chose every inhabitant in heaven, He 
who fash!oned. every_inhabitant for heaven, He who bought every inhabitant of 
heaven. with His prec10us blood, He who is the Father of all and the Friend of all, 
may well be the centre of all joy, of all observation, and of all worship in the 
eternal world. . 
. Note, however, IJarticularly, that the centre of the heavenly worship is not God 
m the act of creat10n, but God upon the throne. Divine sovereignty is the very 
ce!1t.re of heav_en. John s~w God on the throne. Here below, if we speak upon 
Divme sovereignty too plamly, we have to encounter the objections of many who 
pronounce it a hard saying, and ask who can bear it? That the potter shall have 
power over the clay to do as he wills with each lump, that He should have mercy 
upon whom He will have mercy, and do as He wills with His own, grates harshly 
on their ears. I wot it is because hearts are hard upon flarth, for in that place 
where every heart is right with God they are all too glad to let Him sway the 
sceptre. This is the very crown of their song : "The Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth." His will is their supreme delight. They understand that His will, 
despotic as it may seem and unquestioned by any creature; is a will of mercy, of 
tenderness, of wisdom, of holiness, and of truth, therefore they pay their adorations 
to Him as King of kings and Lord of lords. This is a peculiar subject of their 
joy: that God has a throne, that He sits upon it, and that He ruleth over all 
things, and all things do His bidding. The central thought of Heaven, then, is 
Divine sovereignty. 

You will remark that we are told there was also the Lamb upon the throne, as 
if to teach us, that even in heaven, the glory of the reigning God, working all 
things according to the counsels of His will, were a_ sight all too bright even for 
those pure spirits unless they saw side by side with Him the Substitute, the Lamb 
of God. They see Jesus still under the form of a Sin-bearer, Jesus represented by 
the symbolic emblem of a Lamb, a Lamb that had been slain; Jesus the sufferer, 
Jesus the crucified, Jesus who once died for sin and hath for ever put it away by 
His blood. Oh! my brethren, how I love these two doctrines as I see them side 
by side :-God, a sovereign, makes me tremble; Christ, the Lamb, makes me 
rejoice with trembling. God, a sove!'eign, over-awes me; I put off ~y shoes fr?m 
off my feet, like Moses, at the burnmg bush; but the Lamb has a voice that bids 
me draw nigh and have fellowship even with the God who is a consuming fire. 

Oh, how much this ought to be the object of our thoughts on earth, seeing that it 
is the main object of their thoughts in heaven! We have often heard statements 
made by pers'.lns of what they mean to do in heaven. I read in a biography the 
other day of one who had not told another person certain feelings of his, as he meant 
to tell them in the other world. Ilelieve mo, we shall have something better to 
do than discourse of trifles in that upper sphere. We may even dismiss that 
stanz:i of Dr. ·watts:-

" And, with transporting joy, recount 
Tht: labours of our feet." 

It is but a poetic fiction. What are " the labours of our feet" that they should 
engross our attention? The reigning God will absorb our thoughts. How we 
can serve Him, the Supreme, will occupy our minds. The L:imb who once upon 
the cross was slain, but now upon His throne doth reign,-how wo oan make the 
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universe resound with His praises, how we can fly at His bidding, if He wills 
from world to world and tell out the matchless story of His love; how we may b; 
able to ~ake kll:own to angels, an~ pr_incipalitieA, and po_wers in the heavenly plMes 
the mamfold wrndom of God-thrn, 1t seems to me, will engross our attention far 
more than any of the trifling circumstances of time, or any of the occurrences tha• 
were connected with our pilgrimage here below. Oh! dear brethren, let us, 
whilst we are sojourning on earth keep God upon the throne uppermost in out 
hearts, and so school ourselves in heavenly contemplation. Let us keep Christ 
uppermost with us in our meditations, in our conversations, and in our actions. 
Let us be God's men; let us be Christ's men. God upon the throne; for Christ 
the Lamb upon the throne be this our central attraction. Let us count it to be our 
pleasure to live here as it will be our superlative pleasure to live for ever hereafter, 
as worshippers who do homage before the throne of God and the Lamb. 

II. We have seen the Divine Centre; now let us carefully mark THE DIVINE 
CIRCLE-the living throng that surrounded the throne. 

They are mentioned as "a multitude that no man can number." This leads 
me to remark-although I cannot find words fitly to express the thought-that 
I will call it the sociality of God. He was God over all blessed for ever, self 
-existent, independent, needing no creature to assist Him, or to add to His glory 
or His happiness. But He chose to create worlds-how many we can never 
guess. The revelations of astronomy seem to tell us that He made them a, 
lavishly as men might cast seed when they sow it broad-cast many acres. There 
they glitter in the expanse of space; for aught we know every one of them 
filled with happy beings. We cannot tell. But God would not be alone; H9 
willed not to be alone; He delighted in the habitable parts of the worlds that 
He chose to make. If you confine your view but to this world, you may 
discern that He would not be alone. He made this planet ; He fitted it up to 
be the abode of living creatures. The Divine Being has been pleased to create 
all _sorts and forms of beauty and of life, from the tiny animalculre that finds 
an ocean in a drop of water up to the •leviathan that makes the very deep to boil 
like a pot, and causes the waves ther2of to be hoary with his mighty lashings. 
God was pleased to make the eagle to fly aloft in the heaven,. and the fish to cut 
the deep. All these creatures He has fed for many generat10ns ; upon all these 
He looks with interest and compassion; He hears the young raven; when they 
cry. What a boundless creation! If every separate world that He has made 
has such an amazing catalogue of life, what multitudes of creatures now cluster 
round about the great Eternal One! He dwelt alone; but He chose not to he 
alone; and now He has built His house and filled His mighty chambers, with many 
mansions into which He has been pleased to put a thousand form_s of hfe. And 
then He said within Himself: "I will make a creature d1ffarent lrom all the rest 
I have made as yet; it shall be a spirit that can. converse with me,-:--iatelligent, 
immortal;" and He created those firstborn sons of ltg·ht. I know not how r.:iany 
they may be, but our covenant God, Father, Son, and 8pirit formed serv_ants suita ',le 
for the hio-her will and leftier behests in the cherubim and seraphim whom lie 
made to b~ like flames of fire, and who cheerfully tlu~h to do H_is bidding. And 
then, last of all, He said-and here the Divine Unity comes rnto counsel with 
itself-" Let us make man after our own image," and He made a strange ere 1ture, 
matchless and altogether unique-part of whiuh was taken from the ground a_nd 
kindred with the soil which miu·ht die if it sinned, but another part ot which 
was immaterial fittecl to tenant 0 any of the spheres in the great universe, ancl 
should exist for ever-a spirit made in the image of God: So .tl,, made us, aud at 
this day despite sin which seemed to rob God of all His new-born se1·vaats ancl 
sons wh~m He had ~reated in the loins of Adam, He has a multitude that no ruau 
can number, who are nearer to Him than even angels are, with Christ, His 8on, 
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ass?ciates and friends, brought into conjugal union with Christ, married to Him. 
Is_ 1~ not a marvellou8 suhject if one could dive into it, this social character of the 
Divme lleing, that He willed not to be alone, that He still continues constantly to 
surr01md Himself with ten thousand times ten thousand spirits whom He ordains 
to bliss? Oh! that I might be among them ! Doth not each one of you say 
;,o ? Oh! that I might tread thE: courts of his House! To be but a hired 
1iervant wi_thin His gates might well content me, but oh! if I might be His son, 
an~ as His child might dmw nea_r to Him !-how would I bless that glorious 
Bemg from whom_ I sprang, and mto whose bosom I would leap back again
the source of my life, the sum-total of my bliss, my God, my all! Think that 
thought over another time. I leave it with you. 

Another thought rises out of the text. 1f there shall be in heaven a mul
titude surpassing all human arithmetic, out of all nations, and kind~eds, and 
people, and tong~es, how cert_ain the Gospel is to acliiei:e yet a great success. We 
are al ways frettmg ; we are m a great hurry for results ; we are impatient of the 
issue ; for we cannot see how the kin11;dom of God will come, and fain would we 
want to haskn the wheels of our Lord's chariot. Well, but our fears may be put 
aside, and our disquietude may be allayed, when we remember that as surely as 
Jehovah liveth, Christ mu.st see of the travail of His soul, and He shall see of it in 
the ultimate •salvation of a number out of all nations that are beyond all human 
count. PatiencP, my brethren, patience, but diligence withal. Let us work at 
the same time that we wait. Let us serve, for the cause is in good hands. The 
pleasure of the Lord shall pro$per in the hands of Christ; He shall not have died 
in vain ; He shall not lose the purchase of His blood. A countless multitude must 
be-saved. As surely as He bought them, so surely will He wash them in the blood 
which He shld on their behalf. Perhaps the day of the Church's great growth will 
come when she returns to something like her primitive mode of warfare. Those 
who first went out to convert the world were but a handful of men; one room 
contained them all ; yet within a few years there was not a nation upon earth 
that had not heard the Gospel. Even to the remotest isles the truth of Jesus 
had been carried, and who were the men who carried it? Brethren, they were 
men who never framed a syllogism-men who never embellished a sermon with 
rhetorical art. For the most part they were men who spoke only the language of 
the common people-spoke it, I doubt not, earnestly ; but certainly not according 
to the lordly rhetoric of the schools. They were not men who strove to be in
tellectual ; they were not deep thinkers ; they were not profoundly learned. 
They were men who knew but this one thing: that a Saviour had come into the 
world, and that they were intent to tell men about Him. They spoke of this, 
and of this only, in burning words with tender feelings and fervent appeals to 
the conscience. But now-a-davs, forsooth, we are told that the world is to· be con
verted by logic ; is to be reason;d out of its sins ; is to be enlightened b:i7 the tapers 
of human intellect until the darkness of hell shall be scattered. Believe me, we 
are on the wrong tack if we think this. It is not so. "Not by_ ~ght, nor _by 
power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts," and the Spmt works wit?' 
the simple Gospel, and onl_y: with ~he simple Gospel_. When we get back to th~s 
conviction and r;;turn to this practice, we shall begm to see the countless multi
tudes ftoc,king first to the Church on earth, and afterwards to the Church above. 
I will ask you, my brethrrn here who have been converted, how were you saved? 
how were you converted? Was it by learning? ':'7"as it by the flash -~f some 
o-lorious peroration of sume mighty master of rhetoric? I confess that 1f I was 
~onverted to God-and I trust l was-it was through the ministration of a very 
8imple humble uneducated man. I beliieve the confession of the most of God's 
ehildr~n will b~ sueh as gives the glory to the ~ospel, and not to th_e, preacher's 
skill, and art, and intellect. lf you have received comfort, and if you have 
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received light, these things have come to you by the means of one who could not 
claim the ~Jory, for He was but an earthen vessel, and the excellency of the power 
was consp10uously of God, and not of Him. Oh! Spirit of God, bring b'.ick Thy 
Church to a belid in the Gospel! Bring back her ministers to preach it once 
again with the Holy Ghost, and not striving after wit and learning. Then shall 
we see Thine arm made bare, 0 God, in the eyes of all the people, and the myriads 
shall be brought to rally round the throne of God and the Lamb. The Gospel must 
succeed; it shall succeed ; it cannot be prevented from succeeding; a multitude 
that no man can number must be saved. 

Kindly allow me to continue on the same point-the Divine circle in heaven. 
Notice the variety. "Out of every nation and kindred, and people, and tongue." 
How did John know that? I suppose as he looked at them he could tell where they 
oame from. There is ,4ndividuality in heaven, depend upon it. Every seed will have 
its own body. There will sit down in heaven not three unknown patriarchs; but 
Abraham-you will know him; Isaac, you will know him; and Jacob, you will know 
him. There will be in heaven not a company of persons all struck off alike so that 
you cannot tell who is who; but they will be out of every nation, and kindred, and 
people, and tongue. I say not that they will speak the language they spoke on earth, 
but I do say that there will be certain idiosyncracies and peculiar marks about 
them that will permit the on-looker to know, as John knew, that they are not all 
of one nation, but of all nations, kindreds, people, and tongues. I like this. The 
very charm of nature is its variety. If all flowers were alike, where were the 
glorious crown of summer ? And if all bodies in the resurrection world, or even 
all spirits in the disembodied state, could all be precisely one like another, the very 
beauty of heaven were extinct in a degree. Nay, there they are from different 
kindreds, and nations, and peoples, and tongues; and this betokens individuality, 
and gives us 'hope that we shall know each other in heaven even as we are known. 

Yet a unity about them, for they all wore white robes, anrl they all carried palms, 
ancl they all sang the same song. There are twelve gates to the New Jerusalem; 
but they all lead to the same city, and there is the same centre. There were twelve 
foundations; but they were all laid on the one foundation. So, there may be many 
views and notions of truth that we may hold ; but they must all be bottomed on 
Christ Jesus, and founded there.; and if they be, we shall all meet in the better 
land. There is a variety in heaven; yet there is a unity of experience, and a unity 
in the gratitude they feel. May you and I be there to help to increase the variety, 
and to certify the unity of the heavenly throng! 

III. A few words of running comment on the description given of THE S.lCRED 
COMPANY THEMSELVES, will supply us with a third point. 

They "stood before the thrnne., and before the Lamb, clothed with white robe~, 
and palms in their hands." That they stood, is not meant to teach us that theyd_o 
not sit or rest in heaven, for they always rest in heaven; but they stand i that 1s 
to say-they are confirmed; they are established; they are secure. Their feet shall 
never slide; they stand in no slippery places. They .t,md before the ~'hrone. It 
is the posture of action; they stand like soldiers ready for the march-like servants 
who but need to ·have it said to them, "G-l," and they go. Oh! that we could on 
earth realise this posture of heaven! The Lord huld us up that we may stand; 
may our feet never slide; and, oh that we m;ght stand with loins girt ready for 
whatever He shall bid us do. Alas! we do need often to shake ourselves, for we 
lie upon the bed of sloth, and we are given to slumber. If we would be like those 
are who see Ris face, we should always stand and watch that whatsoever the Master 
saith unto us we should be ready tu obey. , . , 

That they stood "before the throne," shows that they a:re m the immediate 
presence of God. They are not excluded from His presence, they a1·~ not at a 
distance; but they behold His glory to peculiar advantage, and He lll near to 
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them in a remarkably gracious and glorious manner. They stand before tho 
t.hron<'. Yes; and this is the charm of heaven, to dwell in tho presenco of God. 
You have tasted, then, something of what heaven means, my dear brethren. 
Sometimes rou have been near to Christ, :i-nd in full fellowship with Him 
,on have sipped of the golden cup from which you shall drink for ever. You 
have tasted of fruit immortal that shall furnish your everlasting food. This is 
heavc1;1-for ~ver to beho~d His face; for ever to st~nd like a courtier in th~ very 
court itself, like a favourite before the throne ; not m the outer courts-not m the 
court of the Gcntile8, but inside the veil, before the throne, within the glorious 
m:vst_ery, the sanctum sanctornm, in the Holy of Holies, right in where God Him
self 1s. There shall we stand for ever and for aye. 

That they were "clothed with wliite robes" is not a little si.,.nificant. Naked
ness was revealed to man by sin ; before the time when he sin~ed he was naked 
and not ashamed, and then he strove to make himself a. dress and] the fi"'-leaf 
was the result. But Christ has come in and clothed us-clothed -d.s completely.0 The 
raiments sp?ken of_ here seem to have vested them from head to foot. They were 
"clothed with white robes "-not partly clad. but altogether clad in them. Oh 
how comely that righteousness of Christ which He hath wrought for us, and wrought 
in us with wherewith shall be invested when we stand before the eternal throne! 
Brethren, rejoice to put it on to-night. Rejoice to feel that His blood and righteous
ness even now-

" Your beauty are, your glorious dress." 

Anticipate the time when you shall be admired of men and of angels, attired in 
that complete garment. These robes are said to be "white robes,"-white, to 
indicate purity, and " they are without fault before the throne of God." White
as distinctive of their priestly order, for they are kings and priests unto God for ever 
and ever." White,-as an emblem of triumph, for now they are victors over 
every foe. 

But why and how came those robes white? Their robes are white, because His 
robes were red-His robes I say. Oh! how the angels gazed with aRtonishment, 
and asked with eagerness, as they saw Him come back from Calvary, "Why are 
Thy garments red i' Why art Thou red in Thine apparel as one that hath trodden 
the wine-press?" And He answered, "I have trodden the wine-press alone, and 
of the people there was none with Me." Because the Saviour bled and dyed His 
garments with His own blood for us; therefore, filthy as the saints' garments once 
were, they are now robed in pure immaculate white, whiter. than any fuller could 
make them, glistening like the sun. 

Oh! the joy of being thero:, ! May it soon come to us! It will; it may come 
now, while yet we are talking here. 

"Soon may the hand be stretched, 
And dumb the mouth that lisps this faltering strain." 

But, if it were so, then sudden death would be sudden glory ? Are 7ou. sure 
each one of yon that it would be so ? Would your departure out of this hfe be 
vour entrance into the life-eternal? Would the shutting of these poor eyes be the 
opening of nobler optics upon a brighter scene? Believer, it would be so with thee. 
Then why art thou afraid to die? Nay, rather, be willing at any time to gather 
up thy feet into the bed, and die Thy father's God to meet where the white-robed 
company see His face. . 

To complete the description we will only remark that the palms in their hands 
may refer to their observmg that great feast of the Lord, the feast of tabe!nacles, 
when the harvest of the earth is complete, when the sabbastism that remameth to 
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the people of God is attained, and the pleasures which are at God's right-hand for 
evermore are realized ; for so of old it was ordained, as we read in Leviticus that 
at this festival the l~raelities sho_uld take palm branches in their hand~ ~nd r~joice 
before the Lord theu God. This seems to have been the acme of fel1e1ty in their 
saored year. 

I wish I had the power so to describe this glorious circle-those brio-ht ones 
before the throne, that you coulcl see them! I think, as I look upon th~m, that 
.I can see even now the Apostolic band. I mark the goodly fellowship of the 
prophets. I think I see the martyrs with their ruby crowns. Do not I see the 
ministers and confessors of Christ, some of my own kith and kin that have gone 
before me-the Covenanters who bled in Scotland, and the heroes of Smithfield ? 
There they stand, ancl hark !-how they sing! None shall excel them in their 
song of praise. You have got a mother there, mayhaps-a sister, or a brother, or 
your grand sire who years ago, " went over to the majority" to sing amongst that 
countless multitude. Oh! if I could but have a vision of all that will be there 
within the next hundred years, should I see myself, and should I see all this com
pany there? Oh! if it were possible I would fain translate you all to heaven at 
once-from the Tabernacle to the Temple, from this place where we sing His 
praises at His footstool to the place where we will sing them to His face more 
sweetly and more loudly far. Not one of you, oh! not one of you, would we have 
absent. Though, friend, you may be out of sight, and almost out of hearing, 
one who has just managed to crowd in amongst the multitude that throng this 
house; oh! may you with all the rest of us have a place amongst His chosen, and 
none of you find your name left out when He, for them, shall call ! Are you 
believing in Jesus? If so, you should be there. A.re you an unbeliever? If 
you die as you are, you must be driven from His presence; you must be destroyed 
from the glory of His power; all the joy and bliss that make up life must be 
crushed out of you, and you must live banished from Him for ever. 

IV. And now to close. It seems that this goodly company, who surrounded t.he 
central throne of God WERE ENGAGED IN SONG. 

They "cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon 
the throne and unto the Lamb." I was reading the other day a book containing 
the life of a very excellent Primitive Methodist minister, and I was greatly 
amused to find in his diary an allusion to myself. He says, "Went to Stroud to 
hear Mr. Spurgeon; he is a rank Calvinist, but a good m~n." I was pleased to 

. find that I was a good man, and I was equally pleased to find that I was a rank 
Calvinist; and when I came to review the book, I was obliged to say that our 
brother was quite correct about my being a rank Calvinist, and we believed that 
he was one too now that he has gone to heaven. They are all Calvinists there, 
every soul of them. They may have been A.rmenians on earth ; thousands and 
millions of them were ; but they are not after they get there, for here is their 
song-" Salvation unto our God which sitteth upon the throne." That is all my 
Calvinism. I am sure that is what Calvin preached; what Augustine preached; 
what Paul preached; what Christ would have us preach; ancl this is what they 
sing in heaven-" Salvation unto our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb." They sing in heaven that it was God that planned salvation; •~was 
God that ordained them to salvation; 'twas God that g-ave them sa\vatton; 
'twas the Lamb that brought them salvation; 'twas all of God that that 
salvation was carriecl on, and all of God that their salvation was ever perfected. 
They do n?t one of them ~ay1 "Stop now; salvation unto our God. Yes; b1;1t 
still free-will had a hand m rt." Oh! no, no, no; there never was a soul m 
heaven that ever thought that. They all feel, when they get there, that although 
God never violated their free-wills, yet He made them willing in the day of His 
power, and that it was His free grace that brought them to come and love the 
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Saviour. I am sure, if the verse were given out in heaven that we sometimes sing 
at Communion, they would sing it there :-

" 'Twas all of Thy grace we were made to obey, 
\\Thile others were snffercrl to go 

The roarl which by nature we chose as our way, 
And which leads to the chambers of woe." 

And I think they would sing that other verse that we sing at the Lord's Table:-

" Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room ; 

While thousanrls make a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come? 

"'Twas the same love that spread the feast 
That kindly forced me in ; · 

Else I had still refused to taste, 
And perished in my sin." 

This is how they sing in heaven, then. It is salvation-salvation all of grace; 
salvation of which the glory, from first to last, must all be given to God, and to 
God alone. They exclude themselves. They give no boasting to themselves. 
'.I:hey do not say: "Salvation unto our better nature; salvation to our choioer 
grace." No, no, but all unto the Lord, all unto the Lord from first to last. 
Well, brethren, some of us will not have to change our note much when we get 
there, for that has been the burden of our song here; it bas been the theme of our 
ministry from our youth up: "Salvation is of the Lord." We have learned it 
somewhere in the same college as that in which Jonah learned that old Calvinistic 
theology. He had to go into the whale's belly to learn it, and when he came out 
he said, "Salvation is of the Lord;" and we, too, in sharp afflictions. a.nd pains, 
and griefs have bad to learn it, and have it burned" i,nto us, and we ne-ver 
believed it more thoroughly in our lives than we do now, that if a sinner is 
saved it is God's work that saves him, and God must have all the glory of it. 

I pray the Lord to convince any poor needy soul that there is salvation in Him, 
and enable that poor soul now to come and take it, take it by a simple act of faith.. 
Y ffll have not got to save yourselves; Christ has saved you. You have but to 
trust Him, and you are saved. There is nothing for you to do, nothing for you to 
be, but simply to be nothing and to let Christ be all in all to you, to look 
and live, for 

"There's life in a look at the Crucifie<l One." 

God grant that you may look, and so be amongst the countless throng who shall 
sing His praises for ever and ever. A.men. 



Sermon on the occasion of the death of 
the late Mrs. JONES, of Notting Hill, 
preached in the Avenue-road Chapel, 
Shepherd's Bush, W., on Sunday even
ing, June 18th, 1871. 

BY REV, C. GRAHAM. 

11 God commendeth Hie love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet si.D.nera, Christ died for us."
ROJUNS v. 8. 

THE words I have now read were 
chosen by the late Mrs. Jones herself, 
and named to m"l on her dying bed as 
the text from which she wished me to 
preach hei: funeral sermon. She did 
not wish herself eulogised, but Christ 
magnified. This she indicated in the 
text which she, chose. This object, I 
purpose, shall govern what I have to 
say this evening, . 

Our line of observation will be, the 
Lord permitting,-

!. Man's lost condition ; 
· II. God's in.finitety gracious provision 

for his recovery ; 
III. And the exemplffication of these 

truths in our late friend. 
I. Man' a lost condition. · 
This in our context· is described in 

four particulars. " When, we were yet 
without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly." " Without 
strength" we could do nothing for our
selves, either in procuring salvation, or 
fitting o·ursel ves for its reception. We 
could not meet the requirements of the 
Divine Law, and it pronounces him 
accursed who continues not in all things 
written therein to do them, " Without 
strength" we could neithe'r do good nor 
abstain from evil. In such a case, en
lightened conscience may show a man 
what is right; but with Paul he is con
strained to say, " While I would do 
good, evil is present with me, and the 
good that I would I do not ; but the 
evil that I would not that I do." 

" I see the good, and I approve it too, 
Condemn the wrong, and yet the wrong 

pursue." 

The second particular in this descrip
tion is comprehended in the word "un
godly." '' When we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly." "Ungodly" is simply to 
be without God ; to be without the 
knowledge of His character; without 
His fear ; without His love. It is that 
state in which He is neither.worshipped 
nor obeyed. 

The ungorlly soul is the soul that is 
unregenerate. lt is the soul in its 
fallen, natural state. :Now, " the 
natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolish
ness unto him ; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis
cerned." Two persons walk abroad and 
gaze on a landscape,-one is charmed 
with its loveliness, the other sees no
thing in it to attract him. Two per
sons listen to exquisite music, look upon 
a magnificent statue, or a beautiful 
painting, hearken to poetry which 
conveys sublime or chaste thought in 
flowing numbers and grand or beau
tiful imagery. In each case, one is 
ddighterl, and the other feels no plea
sure. Why? There is not taste to 
appreciate : there is not the perception 
of sublimity or beauty. The qualities 
which draw out admiration are in the 
objects, bll.t the perception, or taste to 
appreciate, is not in the individual. 
All moral excellence, all Di vine beauty 
are in God ; but sin has dulled the 
spiritual perception, and the eye must 
be anointed by the eye-salve of the 
Divine Spirit that it may see. God is 
only loved when seen in His true cha
racter, and in His true character He is 
only seen as the S1;>irit of Christ mani
fests Him. " No man knoweth the 
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Father saye the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will re,eal Him." 

The third feature of the description 
is that of our text, " While we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us." This 
was the Jewish denomination for the 
openly wicked. When the poor peni
tent in Bethany stood behind the Lord 
weeping, having washed his feet with 
kars, and wiped them with the hairs 
of her bead, Simon, the Pharisee, 
reasoned in bis heart, '' If this man 
were a prophet, he would have known 
who, or what manner of woman this is 
that toucheth him ; for she is a sinner" 
- an immoral and wicked person. 
Simon was wrong. The woman bad 
been what he described her-a sinner; 
but she was now a sinner saved by 
grace. To mark their contempt of the 
calling, and to characterise the injustice 
usually connected with it, the Jews 
ranked publicans and sinners together. 
For sinners the Lord Jesus shed His 
blood ; and of open sinners, justified 
and sanctified, the early churches, as a 
rule, were composed. 

The last denomination which describes 
our state is "enemies." In this word 
the description rises to a climax. We 
are "without strength," "ungodly," 
" sinners," " enemies." The two first 
parts of the description are rather of a 
negative character; the latter two are 
strongly positive. Ungodly is a worse 
state to be in than to be without 
strength. To be sinners - positive 
transgressors-is worse still ; but to be 
enemies, gathers up in itself all the ele
ments of the others, and adds another 
and worse element of its own. Enmity 
to God implies hatred. The principle 
of this hatred exists in the heart of 
everyone born into the world. "The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for 
it is noi; subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be." Enmity you 
may destroy, but you can never bring 
it into subjection. There is a god 
which men have formed out of their 
own imagination with whom they may 
not be at enmity. But the God of the 
Bible they hate, for He is the bater of 
~in. The Jews worshipped a God after 

their own idea; but when the truo God 
appeared incarnate in the Person of 
Christ, they put Him to death. 

II: Let us ~o.w look at God's i1ifinitely 
gracious prnrisionfor man's recove1'y. 

God is here placed in conlrast with 
man. "Scarcely for a righteous man 
will ono die." A righteous man is a 
just one, a man who gives everyone his 
due to the last mite, but who will to 
the last mite exact his own. His prin
ciple is justice, not kindness. Now, 
who would peril his life for such a one? 
The good man is more than just-he is 
benevolent. He gives to all their due ; 
but he gives more ; he shows to all 
kindness. With less than his own due 
he is satisfied ; he shows mercy and 
forgives. For such a man some would 
even dare to die. But " God com
mendeth His love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners," neither 
righteous nor good, " Christ died for 
us." 

When Christ died for us, He died as 
our Substitute ; He died to pay the 
penalty of our sin. " He was wounded 
for our transgressions, and bruised for 
our iniquities." "He was made sin 
for us,"-that is, the penalty of our sin 
was laid upon Him. In the dispensa
tions of God, justice is never compro
mised. Were justice expunged from 
His character, He never could be to 
fallen creatures an object of adoration 
or worship. Tertres, in his history of 
the Caribby Islands, quoted by Sir John 
Lubbock, says, "'.fhe Caribs considered 
that the good spirit is endued with so 
great goodness, that He does not take 
revenge even of His enemies; whence 
it comes t1iat they render Him neither 
honour nor adoration." Such would 
be every man's treatment of God, if he 
regarded Him as destitute of the attri
bute of justice. 

But God, commending His love toward 
us, and that love being the means of 
our salvation are two different things. 
I may offer my friendship to one who is 
at war with me, and he may reject it 
and still continue an enemy. Two 
thino-s are necessary to our reconcilia
tion~ The first is the apprehension of 
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our guilt and danger. This creates the 
desire to be reconciled. The second is 
faith in the declaration of God. Faith 
is both the medium and the condition 
of our salvation. As Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
was the Son of Man lifted np, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. Every 
bitten, dying Israelite, that looked on 
that serpent raised by Moses, was 
healed. Ilut how different was the 
view obtained of that serpent by those 
who looked ? Some who were near had 
a clear and distinct perception of it. 
They saw its colour, form, and dimen
sions. Not so others ; some, though 
near, whose sight was imperfect, saw it 
but dimly. Some, whose eyes were 
just closing in death, could merely dis
cern it. Others, in a remote part of 
the camp, could see it, but not discern 
its form. But the clearness or dimness 
of the perception did not affect the case. 
All who looked Jived. So with Christ: 
let the dying sinner but look to Him, 
and whether his faith be weak or 
strong, it will bring salvation. 

III. We have now to consider how 
these truths were exemplijied in the late 
Mrs. Jones. 

Mrs. Jones was one of those who are 
early cast on the Lord. Her mother 
died when she was three years old. 
But, if she grew up without a mother's 
love and a mother's care, God Himself 
supplied the want. She experienced the 
truth of the words of David, "When 
my father and my mother forsake me, 
the Lord will take me up." God gave 

. her a substitute for her mother in an 
affectionate grandmother. But this 
was only a help .by the way. She had 
to learn that all flesh is but grass. 
Soon the grass withered : her grand
mother followed her mothEr to the 
grave. But the Lord did not forsake 
her. She spent two years with friends, 
by whom &he was kindly treated, and 
who placed before her a godly example. 
Here she formed II friendship with a 
young woman who, like Enoch, walked 
with God. The example, the counsels, 
and instructions of this young friend, 

made a deep impression on her heart. 
But again came the lesson that all flesh 
is but grass. Her young friend was 
smitten with consumption, and soon the 
fair flower faded away. The parting 
was very touching. The dying one 
saw that the Holy Spirit was leading 
her young companion to the Cross, and 
so consoled her with the thought that 
they would meet in heaven. That 
assurance is folfilled to-day. The 
friends have met, and death shall not 
again divide them. 

Ilut we have to recount some of the 
steps by which the Lord made her His 
own, and polished and prepared her for 
His heavenly temple. About this time 
she heard the late Mr. Bird preach. 
His text was, " Ho, every one that 
thirsteth come ye to the waters." He 
described the thirsting soul. Her 
attention was rivetted. The word en
tered her heart. She longed to feel the 
thirst, that she might be prepared to 
drink the living water. 

She heard Mr. Bird again. The text 
was ·' Wherefore He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them." Mr. Bird 
insisted on the ability of Christ to save 
all, even the worst of sinners. He laid 
much emphasis on the word iettennost. 
He saves to the uttermost him that 
cometh. Then, whosoever wiU may cJme 
and obtain a complete and everlasting 
salvation. This sermon astonished her. 
She found it difficult to believe the 
preacher. She went to her dictionary 
to trace out the meaning of the word 
uttermost. She found that the preacher 
had not painted with colours too strong. 
Her search convinced her of the truth 
of the doctrine. 

She heard aa-ain. The third text was, 
"To you, the;efore, who believe He is 
precious." She believed. She felt the 
preciousness, and her soul wcis fille_d 
with joy. Soon ~he made. ~ public 
profession of her fatth, and JOtnecl thE' 
Church. That profession she consistently 
maintained for twentv-fivc vears until 
the Lord took her. • • 

Little, probably, did Mr. Bird know 
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how the Lord was using his word on 
those occasions. It may have been, 
that like others, often at such times he 
was crying out, "Who h1ttb. believed 
our report, and to whom is the arm oft he 
Lord revealed?" "I have l1tboured in 
vain; I have sprnt my strength for 
nou~ht and in vain." But God's Word, 
faithfully preached, will not return to 
Him void. 

From the time of her conversion, 
Mrs. Jones was consecrated to the Lord. 
She had a profound dread of lukewarm
ness, and prayed rnrncstly against it. 
No douht she saw sad examples of it in 
professing- Christians. But in the dread 
of it which she experienc .. d, the Divine 
Spirit was leading her on in the ways 
of the Lord. Su much does the Lord 
abhor this lukewarm spirit that, in 
writing- to the Laodicean church, He 
says, "I would thou wnt cold or hot; 
but because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mou1h." As her model and 
directory, she desired to place before lwr 
the DiYine standard only. To this tnd 
she often read the Epistie to the Ephe
sians, justly regarding that Epistle as 
eminently bringing out the doctrine of 
holiness. One thing- I must not omit 
to mention o.s the fruit of the study of 
the Scriptures for herself. There she 
clearly saw that the hope of God's people 
is the return of Christ to raise His 
sleeping saints, and transform His living 
ones, who wait for His appearing, that 
with them He may set up His kingdom 
and bless this blighted world. This 
blessed hope she cherished to the last, 
and was deliii;hted when she heard it 
brought out in the ministry of the 
Wurd. 

It will not be unprofitable to glance 
for a little at the effect of her devoted
ness and service. After her conversion 
she wtnt to keep housa for her two 
brothers. Buth were unconverted men. 
They carried on their business on the 
Lord's-day as on the ordinary days of 
the wtdc This gritvtd her spirit. She 
was not, huwever, one to mourn over 
such a state of things without an 
atttmi,t to redress it. She induced them 

to attend the ministry of the Gospel. 
Her prayers ascended to heaven on 
their behalf, and not in vain. Both 
were converted. Iloth live to-day, the 
witnesses of her grace and devotedness. 
Iloth occupy useful posts in Christian 
Churches, and one is a superintendent 
of a Sunday-school. I may add that 
their childrtn arise up also to call her 
blessed. 

From the time she became o. Christian 
Mrs. Jones felt a deep interest in the 
work of the Lord. Up to the measure 
of her ability she gave of her own sub
stanoe. She made work and sold it, 
then gave the proceeds to the co.use of 
God, and induced others to do the same. 
Her charity began at home, b:nt it did 
not end there. As an illustration, she 
united with others to make up a box of 
clothes for India, to help the work of 
the Lord there. 

In teaching the young she was inde
fatigable. For years she conducted a 
young woman's Bible-class, in Norland 
Chapel, attended by from twenty to 
twenty-five, who were deeply attached 
to her. She ever kept it before her to 
lead all under her instructions to Christ. 
She folt that nothing was done, if they 
were not won for Him. Nor were her 
labours in vain ; many of those brought 
to Christ, will be her crown of rejoicing 
in the day of His glory. The reflex of 
this on her own spirit was salutary. It 
gave her a thirst for the knowledge of 
truth, that she might be able to impart 
it. It enabled her to value an instruc
tive ministry, and to attend to the inter
pretation and unfolding of the Scripture. 

Mrs. Jones was one of those who. 
lived for others. She Ii ved to win souls 
for Christ. From her last bed she 
wrote letters to one and another for 
this end. To ll. careless gentleman on a 
sick bed, she wrote one, exhorting him 
to seek salvation while he had the 
opportunity. This letter was well re
ceived; and that gentleman in reply 
promised that he would commence to 
read his Bible and, call upon the Lord 
for salvation. 

A woman living in the neighbourhood, 
a professing Christian, began to open 
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her shop on the Lord's-day. Mrs. Jones 
requested that, when next she called, 
she might he brought up to her sick
room. This was done. After the inter
view, on retiring, that woman said that 
from the solemn things Mrs. Jones had 
said to her, she would never again open 
her shop on the Lord's-day; adding an 
earnest prayer that God might forgive 
the sin of what she had done. 

Mrs. Jones felt convinced that one of 
the objects for which the ·r.ord kept her 
so long hanging between life and death, 
was, that she might be a blessing to her 
family. }'or them her prayers con
tinually ascended to God. Fruit soon 
appeared, While she lay on her dying 
bed, her eldest son was converted, and 
received into the fellowship of this 
Church. · 

Ono of the la~t things she contem
plated in her illness was to bring the 
Gospel to the negle_cted classes in her 
neighbourhood, who attend no place of 
worship, and with whom the Lord's-day 
is a period of drunkenness and revelry. 
This was a templP she was not permitted 
to bitild. Death laid his hand up@n her 
before she could lay its foundation
stone. But her Blessed Master has 
already said, " It was well that the 
thought was in thine heart." Her 
hope was that some other would take up 
and carry out the work her failing 
strength prevented her accomplishing. 
May the desire of her heart be granted. 

In her long and tedious illness the 
grace of God was eminently magnified. 
For eighteen months she may be con
sidered as having been in a dying state. 
Early in her illness she underwent an 
operation for the removing of tumours. 
Such was her faith in God and the 
strength of her mind, that when the 
hour came, she arose from her sofa, 
took an affectionate adieu of her hus
band, saying, that as a lamb, dumb 
before its shearer, she committed her
self to God, walked upstairs, and lay 
down on the table on which the opera
tion was to be performed. During all 
her illness I was often with her. At 
the pel'iod of the operation, she told me 
that o.s the strength of her body de-

clined, she felt her soul grow stronger 
in the Lord. On one occasion, I took a 
devoted minister from the country to 
see her. On leaving, he remarked, 
that the visit more than repaid him 

.for his journey to London. 
The Rev. W. Balfern several times 

visited her. On coming away, he re
marked, again and again, how refreshed 
and strengthened his spirit was by the 
intercourse. 

In relation to the state of her mind 
during her illness, a kind Christ;an 
friend who was much with her, writes, 
"I always felt it a great privilege to 
listen to her conversation, ... to hear 
her speak of her firm trust in her 
Saviour, and the bright anticipation of 
seeing Him. On one occasion, when 
the end seemed very near, she told me 
the thought had troubled her, "Should 
my feet not b& on the rock, what would 
become of me?" But gradually assur
ance came, and with it peace, which, I 
think, never left her from that time, 
and which, as she said, enahl.ed her 
without an anxious thought to leave all 
in the hands of Him who does all things 
well Her favourite chapters were 
the last two in Revelation, wherein 
the description of the New Jerusalem, 
adorned with all that is most costly in 
human estimation, figures forth what 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive. She delighted to 
dwell on this su hj ect. Her firm faith 
kept her cheerful at all times. She 
was ever thinking and contriving for 
the benefit of others." 

Having passed through so much 
severe suffering, she dreaded the ap
proach of death. This led her to ask 
for prayer, that she mil\'ht pass a_way 
quietly at the last. For some hme, 
she prayed every day that she might 
die while she slept. Her prayer was 
answered. She became unconscious, 
fell into a long sleep, and in her sleep 
her spirit, without a struggle, passed 
away to the Lord. 

Her body rests in the ground in the 
Ealin"' Cemetery, which was onre in 
the possession of her father. There 
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sleep hor two eldest sons. That was 
the Rpot she chose for them and for 
herself. But while her dust has joined 
theirs below, her spirit mingles with 
them above. I cannot but feel that, 
while we have sustained a heavy loss, 
God has greatly honoured this church. 
Within the last few months two of the 
choicest spirits which it has been my 
privilege to know, have been removed 
from its ranks to join the ransomed 
above. While freely conceding that 
each of them had clinging to her several 
of the weaknesses and imperfections of 
our common humanity, I am neverthe
less persuaded that, among the saints 
on high, two of those who occupy not 
the least glorious poEition are Mrs. 
Jones and Mrs. Collyer. I am fully 
persuaded there are others amongst us 
also who, when called to the presence 
of the Lord, will have an entrance 
ministere/1 to them equallv abundant. 

What now is the less~n we have to 
learn from the life and death of one RO 

devoted? Surelv, it is to follow her as 
she followed Ch~ist. She was happy, 
for she was wholly given up to thti 
Lord. In bowing her neck to His yoke 
and her shoulder to His burden, she 
found rest for her soul. When the 
dark hour of affliction came, she was 
prepared to meet it. She passed through 
the furnace, but she was not alone. 
He that walked through the fire with 
the three Hebrew youths of old, was 
with her also. She realised the truth 
of the promise, " When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with 
thee : and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee : when thou 
walkest through the fire thou shalt not 
be burned ; neither shall the flame 
kinclJe upon thee. For I am the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy 
Saviow-." In the darkest part of the 
dark valley her eye saw no gloom. It 
was gildtcl Ly the smile of her Re
deemer. 

f'inall y, let us not doubt, that if her 
faith ancl faithfulness are ours, when 
our flesh and heart, like hers, shall fail, 
the Lord shall be the strength of our 
heart, and our portion for ever. Amen. 

CHEERFUL OFFERINGS. 
DY REV, W, Il. l'AYNJI. 

"Then Urn pooplo rojolee<l, for thnt they offered 
willingly, hccn.mm with pcrroct heo.rt thoy 
offered willingly to tho Lord,"-} Oll!IONIOLS~ 
XXIX. g_ 

AN interesti!ig illustration of the 
offering of C!iristian willinghood was 
recently exhibited in the village of 
Catfi.elcl, Norfolk. This place is situated 
in the Yarmouth Circuit of the Primi
tive Methodist Connexion, and in 
this Circuit it was resolved to under
take a mission in W e5tern A frioa ; and 
thefirstPrimitive Methodist Missionaries 
were sent from Yarmouth to that dark 
part of our world. Hence, a lively in
terest was felt throughout the Circuit in 
this branch of the missionary enterprise. 
Rather more than three years since one 
of the members of the Church in Oat
field was impressed with the conviction 
that he could do more for the Mission if 
he were to devote more of his substance 
to this good work. He therefore re
solved to select haif-a-pi"nt of beans and 
send them to the missionary meeting, 
with -the request in a note which was 
attached to them, that some two friends 
would plant them in succession for three 
years, and give the entire proceeds to the 
missionary society. The gentleman who 
presided on the occasion was a Baptist, 
and he offered to take half; the member 
of the Church took the rest. At the 
close of the meeting the beans were 
counted, and the number was found to 
be two hundred and fifty-six in each 
quarter of a pint. On the third 
anniversary a most enthusiastic mis
sionary meeting was held, the chapel 
bad appropriate decorations for the occa
sion, when the chairman of the meeting 
three years before again presided, and 
stated the result of his produce as two 
quarters, three pecks, and three pints, 
the sale of which realised £5 5s. 3d. 
The other gentleman adopted a novel 
mode of procedure; planting each bean 
at a distance of ten inches apart, his 
produce was-first year, eleven pints ; 
the second year, nine bushels one and a 
half pecks; the third year, thirty-four 
quarters, one coomb, two and a half 
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pecks, which was sold for £76 9s. 6d. 
together realising £81 14s. 9d. for the 
benefit of the Mission. The same gentle
man offered to take half-a-pint of beans 
for another three years' produce, which 
gives promise of a greater yield. Another 
friend undertook the planting of a large 
potatoe and its produce for three years. 
"The people rejoiced, for that they 
offered willingly, because with perfect 
heart they offered willingly t9 the Lord." 
Cannot some readers of the Baptist 
Messei1ger resolve to go and do likewise 
on behalf of our own honoured Society. 
"This I say, He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifulJy shallreap also bounti
fully. Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver," (2 Cor. ix. 6, 7.) 
The lesson is so obvious, that it scarcely 
needs enforcing. We see how true are 
the words of the wise man, "The liberal 
soul shall be made fat; and he that 
watereth others,shallhimselfbe watered'' 
(Prov. xi. 25). 

The incident shows how easy a thing 
it is to devote our substance to God. 
We sometimes sing-
,, With my substance I will honour 

My Redeemer and my Lord; 
Were ten thousand worlds my manor, 

All were nothing to His word." 
Alas! this is too often mere. ·' lip

eervice." There is amongst many pro
fessing Christians no storing for God. 
The miserable sums doled out into the 
treasury of'the house of the Lord reflect 
but little piety or self-denying love 
from the I donor. If this incident of 
cheerful ·offering should be read by 
any such, let the question come home 
to you, "How much owest thou to thy 
Lord?" He gave Himself for you, will 
you not willing give of your substance 
for the support of His cause amongst 
men, and the extension of His kingdom 
in the earth, · 
"That man may last but never lives, 

Who much receives,"but nothing gives; 
Whom none can bless, whom none can 

thank, 
Creation's blot, creation's blank." 

The incident also gives encourage
ment to individual exertion for the good 
of our fellow-men, If two hundred and 
fifty-six beans produced in three years 
thirty-four quarters, so we may calcu
late how blessed would be the results of 
Christian consecration. If one Chris
tian brought one convert to Christ in a 
year, one becomes two; two hecome3 
four in two years; four, eight in three 
years; eight, sixteen in four years
and, if this calculation is followed out, 
in ten years one becomes a thousand, 
in twenty years a million, in thirty 
years a thousand millions. It was 
recently said, " If the Christian 
church will gi-1-e itself to this bminess 
of preaching the Gospel, it has wealth 
enough and men enough to preach it in 
the next ten or twenty yean to every 
creature. .All we need is a willing mind, 
a Pentecostal spirit of prayer, and faith 
and zeal. Only expect what God promises 
to give; only attempt what God bids 
you do, and the thing will be don~." 
Will not some reader resolve to brmg 
one to Christ? To begin now, with 
prayer for the teaching of the Spirit, to 
speak with their children and their 
friends-to do their share in presenting 
the truth to every man's conscience in 
the sight of God! Shall we sleep, 
while souls are perishing ? No, rather 
let us be up and doing. "The night 
cometh when no man can work" (John 
ix. 4). But some one may read this 
who has not himself come to Christ. 
You cannot lead others to one to whom 
you are a stranger. The writer would 
therefore earnestlv invite you now to 
come to Jesus. He is the verv friend 
you need, for He "loved you, ai1d gave 
Himself for you." He is "the way, the 
truth, and ihe life." He in,ites :mu, 
savino-, "Come unto Me, all ye that 
labou~ and are heavy laden." :8e. pro
mises, " Him that cometh, I will m no 
wise cast out." May you be led now, 
as you are, accept the invitation, and 
thus find "rest to your soul ; " then, 
in your joy, offer willingly with a per
fect heart to the Lord. 

TVorstead. 



212 RELPII FOR THE MINISTRY. 

Jeitts fot t~e l(inistrn. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XLUI.-0:!'7!•WORD TEXTS. 

"Fo.ith."-Ga.J. v. 22. 

TirE Apostle puts faith after goodness, 
not that goodness has the priority ; for 
by faith we are restored to goodness, and 
without faith all our goodness is imagi
narv and vain. But from the connection 
of 'the word here we conclude the 
Apostle is not speaking so much of the 
grace of faith as fidelity, or being faithful 
in the service of G?d. Faith, as a grace, 
takes the lead of all graces and Christian 
virtues ; but faith, in the sense of 
fidelity, is the genuineness and sincerity 
of the entire Christian character; faith 
or faithfulness, that is true fidelity, may 
be regarded 

I. IN REFER"ENCE TO Gon. Being faith
ful, as His children, in all loving obedience; 
as servants doing His will ; as subjects 
loyal to His Divine authority; as wor
shippers worshipping the Father in spirit 
and in truth. so this fidelity with regard 
to the Divine honour and glory ever 
see.king to show forth His praise (Dent. 
:ri. 1). It may be regarded 

JI. IN REFERENCE TO THE LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. The Father has given all 
things into Christ's hand-all honour, all 
authority, all power, all judgment. Now 
fidelity ill\'olves submission to Christ ; 
confession of Christ ; profession of Christ; 
adherence to Christ ; seeking the glory 
of Christ : in one word, living and dying 
to Christ. This faith makes Christ. first 
and chief, and supreme end of all the 
Christian life (John iv. 14). It may 
be regarcled 

III. 1N REFEREN<1E TO THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. Faith, or fidelity, as it regards 
His operations and influences, doing all 
in lowly reliance on His gracious aid. 
Not vexing, grieving, or quenching the 
Spirit of God. Seeking to respond to 
His inward workings, and obeying His 
holy monitions. Praying, singing, hea~
ing, working in the strength of His 
gracious communications (John xv. 8). 
It may be regarded 

JV. WITH REFERENCE TO THE DIVINE 

WORD. Faith in holy Scripture o.nd 
fidelity to it. As the inspiration of God; 
as the rule of belief, and worship, and 
life ; as the code of the Divine laws; 
as the revelation of God's will and the 
reflections of His glorious perfections ; 
fidelity to the Spirit, and the true letter 
of holy Scripture, not adding thereto, or 
mixing anything therewith, or taking 
therefrom. Or withholding, or pervert
ing the testimonies of the Lord (Deut. 
iv. 1; Rev. xxii. 19; Psalm xx. 1; Acts 
xxiv. 16). This faith may include 

V. FIDELITY TO THE CHURCH CF Gon. 
As members of Christ's body, filling our 
place according to God's will; honouring 
the Church of God by our spirituality, 
purity, humility, Jabour, constancy, and 
self-sacrifice. In official positions unsel
fish, lowly, and abounding in workR of 
usefulness and labours of love (Acts xx. 
23-25). lt may take in 

VI. FIDELITY TO OURSELVES. A con
scientious, thorough, true, Christian life. 
Doing homage to God's vicegerent within 
us, and duing all with uprightness of 
heart and singleness of eye to the Divine 
glory ( 1 John iii. 20). 

Now thus we may exhibit ''faith" or 
fidelity, which may be regarded as the 
headstone of the Christi!in temple, in 
whom God dwells by His Holy Spirit. 
Observe, this faith or fidelity is-

I. Of Divine grace. It must be wrought 
in us, and ';,y grace alone, imparted and 
received, shall we be true and faithful 
to God. 

2. This faith is essential. It is so now 
in order to the enjoyment of the Divine 
favour. It will be so, finally, in order to 
the confession of the Saviour and the 
rewards of the great day. 

3. For this faith we must labour 
earnestly. By prayer, humiliation, and 
self-denial, God seeks to produce this in 
the hearts of all His people, and we are 
to seek to'be "o-workers with God. 

4. This faith gives power in every 
holy work and mission in which we en
gage-to the preacher, to the deacon, 
to the Sabbath-school teacher, and to a.11 
labourers in the vineyard of Jesus. 
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A TRADITION OF THE PEAK. 

DY REV, H. J. BETTS, 

WEAIIIED with a round of Whit-week 
school excursions, I determined that 
the " special train" which, at a late 
hour, conveyed our party from "Miller's 
Dale" back to Manchester, should leave 
me upon the platform, for I had 
arranged to spend Friday night at a 
farm-house away in the hills, and enjoy 
(weather permitting) a quiet stroll on 
Saturday. It occurred to me that I 
had not yet seen the new home of a 
dear old friend at Eyam-a place of 
which I knew nothing, and concernino
the attractions of which I had no hi"h 
expectations. I learned from my hist 
that six mileR' walk would bring me 
thither,-so, thankfully accepting the 
guidance for the fir,t mile of a rustic 
cicerone, and threading the intricacies 
of field-roads and rustic lanes for the 
other five, I arrived at (I know 'not 
why so called) "the Athens of the 
Peak." Distant from "the Line," the 
village enjoys a seclusion and repose 
which,to many of like character, have be
come a thing of the past. It has scarcely 
more than one long street, and, I judge, 
somewhere about 1,500 to 2,000 inhabi
tants. "Sir William," the Parnassus 
of the Peak, is within the boundaries of 
the parish; and Derbyshire has no spot 
with greater variety or extent of sub
lime and enchanting scenery. 

I spent the day most enjoyably. My 
friend-well acquainted with the dis
trict-made my acquaintance with its 
best points a simple matter of "follow 
my leader." The great charm of the 
place, however, I found to be its asso
ciation with certain events of thrilling 
interest in connection with "the Great 
Plague." My friend's narrative was 
such as to whet the appetite for full 
details, and Mr. Wood's history of the 
village (a volume of 244 pages) will 

supply the material for a sketch which 
will, perhaps, attract to this charming 
spot somebody who does not know 
where to go this autnmn. 

One-sixth of the population of London 
fell victims to the plague of 1666. It 
destroyed FIVE-SIXTHS of the villagers 
of Eyam. In Dr. Mead's treatise (pul>
lished about 1721), it is recorded that 
"the plague was likewise in E.vam, in 
th~ Peak of Derbyshire, being brou.1Jht 
thither by means 11/ a box sent f,·om 
London to a tailor in that village, con
taining some material; reL1tin:; to his 
trade " In removing the contents of 
the box, the tailor noticed that they 
were damp, and hung- them before the 
fire. He was suddenly seiz.-d with vio
lent sickness. Soon the fatal purple 
spot appeared on his breast, and he ex
pired in agony. The infection spread. 
The more wealthy escaped by tlight. 
Many went into the surrounding hills, 
and lived in huts "till the-e calamities 
were overpast." Consternation appeared 
in every face, and it became probable 
that, panic-stricken, the people w,mld, 
with one accord, leave their homes. 
This aroused t.he energy and self-sacri
fice of Wm. Mompesson (then Rector of 
Eyam), and Thomas Stanley, a prede
cessor of his, who, after eighteen years 
of pastoral labour, harl been ejected 
from his living with the her,,ic two hlill
dred of 1662. Assisted by Stanley, 
whose infhtence seems to have been 
great, the good Mompesson remonstrated 
wit.h the people on the consequence-in 
a fearful spread of the conta~·ion-that 
must ensue from th.,ir :tiight, and 
pointed out the improba bi)ity ( even as to 
their own safety) of leavmg the dtsease 
behind them in their <leserted homes. 
He declared his own determination to 
remain, and promised to obtain from 
the rich people of the count.v whatever 
mi<>ht serve to alleviate snfferiug, and 
arr~st, as soon as God would permit it, 
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this direful calamity, The villagers 
nobly acquiesced, and determined rather 
to stay and die, than to take the scourge 
to neighbouring places. A kind of 
circle was drawn round them, marked 
by well-known stones, hills, and 
streams ; and no one passed beyond it! 
I was takC?n by my friend to "~o~
pesson's Well," whither, from adJom
mg villages, needed clothing and provi
sions were brought in the early morning 
of each day. ,vhen,wer money was 
gfren in exchange, it was put in the 
shallow well, the water (co'Cstantly 
running-) preventing the dreaded conta
gion. ln June 1866, the faithful pastor 
and his flock migrated for public wor
ship from the church to the "Delf," 
where, from a perforated arch in a huge 
rock, he preached the Gospel to an awe
stricken multitude, that scattered them
sel.es about the greensward, meeting 
and parting without a shake of the 
hand, and with scarcely a smile for 
relative or friend. When I stood in 
that cleft ·rock (now called "Cucklett 
Church") I felt, as one has written, 
that "Paul preaching at .Athens, or 
John the Baptist in the wilderness, 
scarcely excites a more powerful and 
solemn interest than this legate of the 
skies," standing between the dead 
and the living till the plague was 
stayed. 

One Marshall Howe undertook the 
ghastly task of undertaker, grave
digger and sexton for the whole. He 
was a' man of gigantic stature, and 
great physical cou~age. Av~rice seems 
to have, in part, mduced him to per
form this revolting service. Whenever 
he heard that a person wa~ dying,_with
out friends to care for him, he imme
diately dug a grave in a field, and, 
watching for the last gasp of the 
victim tied a cord round the neck or 
feet of the corpse, and, with "u11:h?-l
lowed haste," dragged it to the ~1sm
fecting- earth. The money, furn_1ture, 
and fffects of the deceased were his un
envied remuneration. His own wife 
and son were among the many for whom 
his services were required. Years after, 
the Eyam mothers would quiet naughty 

children by thrcutening to send for 
Marshall Howe. 

At tho end of August, Mompesson's 
wife-u heroine worthy of such u hus
band-took the infection. She struggled 
ugainst it for a few duys, und died at 
the age of twenty-seven. " Mompesson 
cast himself beside her putrid corpse, 
and, in the agony of despair, bathed 
her cold und pallid face with burning 
tears. The domestics came, and led 
him faltering away; but, ere he left 
the room, he turned, sobbing, and cried 
' Farewell, farewell, all happy days.' " 
Her tomb cannot but be an object of 
deepest interest to all who visit the 
churchyard, which, within a circle of 
beautiful lindens, will be found in the 
centre of the village. 

.About two furlongs eastward of Eyam, 
on the slope of a hill, are the " Riley 
Gra~e-stones." .An enclosure of rudely 
built stone-wall surrounds them. The 
following are the inscriptions:-

" Elizabeth Hancock, buried Aug. 3, 1666. 
John Hancock, buried Aug. 3, 1666. 
Oner Hancock, buried Aug. 7, 1666. 
William Hancock, buried Aug. 7, 1666. 
Alice Hancock, buried Aug. 9, 1666. 
Ann Hancock, buried Aug. 10, 1666." 

The reader may judge my feelings, 
when, after deciphering some of these 
inscriptions with great care, my friend 
told me the tradition that makes this 
spot one of the most solemn in this 

· interesting neighbourh(lod. Here the 
wife and mother buried, in a few days 
-and with her own hands-her hus
band and all her children. No one 
daring to enter the house, she dug their 
shallow graves a hundred yards or so 
down the hill, and, dreading to touch 
the putrid bodies, tied a towel to the 
feet of each, and dragged them, one 
after another, to their resting-place. 
" Hapless woman ! Surely no 11:reater 
woe ever crushed a human heart! " 

Mompesson wrote thus to Mr. Beilby, 
when, left with only a sixth of his 
parishioners, he rejoiced that the enemy 
had departed :-" Our town has become 
a Golgotha; and, had there not been a 
small remnant left, we had been as 
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Sodom, and liko unto Gomorrha. My 
ears never heard such doleful lamenta
tions. My nose never smelled such 
horrid smells. My eyes never beheld 
such ghastly spectacles .•.. Blessed be 
God, all our fears are over ! " 

Of Stanley, Calamy quote9 the reli
able testimony of Bagshaw, that he 
was in no way inferior to Mompesson. 
"When he (Stanley) could no more 
eerve his people publicly, he was help
ful to them in privatjl. Some persons 
yet alive will testifie how helpful he 
was to his people when the pestilence 
prevailed in Eyam; that he continued 
with 'em, when, AS IT WAS WRITTEN, 
259 persons of ripe age, and 58 children 
were cut off thereby. When some, 
who might have been better employed, 
moved the then noble Earl of Devonshire, 
Lord Lieutenant, to remove him out of 
the town, I am told by the creditable 
that he [ his lordship J said, It was more 
reasonable that the whole country should 

-in more than words-te.,t(jie their 
than~fulness to him [Stnnley] who, to
gether with the care of the town, had 
taken such care AS NO ONE ELSE DID, to 
prevent the infection of the towns 
adjacent." The Eyam chronicler in
forms us that, to this day, the memory 
of Stanley i8 revered and cherished ; 
and that by some he is invariably 
styled, "TnE GREAT Goon i\'faN." He 
died at Eyam in 1670, "satisfied to the 
last in the cause of Nonconformity." 

No instance of plague (properly so 
called) has occurred in this country 
since the fearful desolation of this vil
lage in the hill-country. The visitor 
to Byam should leave the train at 
Hassop Station, within ,ix miles (a 
glorious walk or ride) of a spot, round 
which cluster all the scenic attraction~ 
of better known places, and to which 
belongs a history not surpassed in in
terest by any other village in the realm. 

~lfanchester, June, 1871. 

.Striking iqonggts, tarts, anb j'igures. 

SPEAKING FOR CHRIST TILL THE 
LAST. 

MR. JAMES SMITH once wrote some 
beautiful lines on the death of Catherine 
Cropper. She died at the age of eighty
eight years, and had been a member of 
the Church meeting in New Park-street 
fifty-five years. Just before she died, 
as she was speaking very earnestly to a 
young person, her niece wished her to 
spare herself, when she said, " Let me 
speak for Christ while I have breath; it 
will soon be over." Oh, to speak like 
her for Christ till thelast ! 

A VIRGIN OVERCOMING THE 
TEMPTli:R. 

A vnwrn was tempted by a young man 
to commit an act of folly. Said she 
unto him, " Grant me but one request, 

and I will do as thou desirest." "What 
is that?" said he. " Do but hold 
your finger one hour in this burning 
caudle." No, he would not, he was 
too great a coward to do that. "Then,'' 
said she, "you would not for my sake 
hold your finger for one hour in this 
candle; and yet you woulu. ruin me, 
and have my soul burning in hell for 
ever." The coward was glad to beat a 
retreat.-OLD DIVINE. 

THE NEGRO DYING FOR OTHERS. 

DURING the late American war a flat 
full of soldiers, and a few negroes at
tempted to land at Rodan's Point, and 
were repulsed with a terrible tire of 
rebel bullets, all tumbling into the boat 
and lying flat to escape the shot. Mean
while the boat stuck fast in the shore, 
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when a noble African said, "Somebody 
got to die out of dis, and it may as well 
be me." He then deliberately got out 
and pnshed the boat off, and fell into it, 
pierced by five bullets, and died. It 
was noble thus to sacrifice his life for 
his <1omrade and friends. But the love 
of Christ exceedcth this. He died not 
merely for his friends, but for his foes, 
for " God commendeth His love toward 
us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us."-H. W. 

WANTING TO BE IN CHRIST'S 
HEART. 

IN the summer of 1862 I went to see a 
sick man and he gave me a sweet idea. 
He said, "John the beloved disciple 
leaned on Jesus' breast, but I want 
more than that: I want to be in his 
heart." Ifwe love our parents, husbands, 
wives, or children, we shall want to be 
in their hearts ; nothing less than this 
will satisfv us: so those who love Jesus 
want to be in His heart.-H. W. 

~ebtetns. 

The Gospel Church. Delineated from the 
New Testament. &c. By HENRY 
WEBB. (::-impkin and Co.). 

Tms closely-printed octavo volume of 
293 pa"es t·akes a clear and full review 
of the 0 New Testament teaching on the 
constitution, worship, order, ministers, 
and ministrations of the Go.•pel Church. 
It also details the special privileges and 
authorised duties of Christian fellowship. 
Tbe work is well written, and the ar
rangement. of the Yarious _departments of 
the subject clear and d1strnct. Great 
caudour and thorough Catholicity are 
indieated throughout, and a spirit of 
ccnsiderate moderation pervades the 
whole. It is rather singular that the 
word Baptism, if we mistake not, occurs 
only once, and half a sentence begins and 
ends that subject. We think the work 
deservin" of the careful reading of 
Christiais of all denominations, what
ever may l,e their creed or Church order. 
An index would have facilitated a re
ference to the various topics discussed, 
and added greatly to its value. 

Darwinism Refuted, &c. By SIDNEY 
HERBERT LAING. (Elliot Stock). 

WE commenced reading this essay with 
fear anrl treml,liug, concerned lest the 
work itself would not justify the t,_tle 
it bore • but we finished its perusal with 
entire ~atisfaction. The writer has dis
cussed the subject fairly, and ~is conclu
sions are most completely trmmpha:nt. 
Of c,mrse it is not au eLi.borate trea.t1se, 
but an es;ay; yet the main points in dis-

pute have been grappled with, and 
Darwinism thoroughly refuted. We 
would heartily commend the book ·to all 
Sabbath-school teachers, . students, and 
young ministers who may make good use 
of it in their various spheres of Jabour. 
The spirit of the writer is as sterling as 
his reasoning is conclusive. We wish it 
the greatest possible success. 

Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit. -The 
"Thousandth Sermon." Preached by 
C. H. SPURGEON. (Printed and pub
lished by Passmore & Co;, 18, Pa.ter
noster-row.) 

HERE are four marvellous things-that a 
thousand sermons should be preached and 
published by any man living-that the 
preacher should not have yet attained 

· the meridian of life-that they should 
have been translated and circulated all 
the world over-and that the preacher 
should be one of the Baptist order, a sect 
in very many places still spoken against. 

.A riny Bible Glasses, &c. , is a small 
square book in cloth, fnll of useful 
matter, and most cheering incidents, a?-d 
should be circulated freely among all ID• 
terested in the welfare and salvation of 
our soldiers. It is publishecl at the 
Army Scripture Reaclers' Offices, 4, 
Trafalgar-square, W.C. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 
']'he Sword and Trowel, a most substan
tial number and full of papers adapted 
for usef uln~ss. Our Own Fireside is 
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thoroughly good, with articles r!ch, 
varied, and all bearing the right rmg. 
Our Home WordB is so admirable and 
cheap, that it ought to sell by thousands 
of thousands. :/'he Hive is the tfa,bbath
school Teachers' real helper. Old Jona
than is, if possible, better and better. 
The Baptists' Magazine is extra good, but 
lacks briskness ; and, therefore, is want
ing in attractiveness, except to ministers, 
students, and the more educated class of 
readers. The Gospel Magazine has its 
usual round of evangelical and experi
mental articles, but would be the better 
for a number of shorter pieces. The 
Ragged School Union Magazine good and 
refreshing as ever. The Appeal is just 
adapted as a wayside gift, or monthly 
loa.n tract. 

PAMPHLETS, SERIALS, &c. 
WE commend a good Sermon on the 
Ambassador and His Instructions. By 

THE FEARFUL BELIEVER 
. ENCOURAGED. 

11 I do set my bow in the clond-"-GEN. ix. 13. 

DOUBTING Christian, cease thy weeping, 
God, thy God, is ever nigh; · 

He defends thee, waking, sleeping, 
Lo I to faith's adoring eye, 

The bow is in the cloud. 

Write not bitter things against thee, 
Yielding thus to unbelief, 

Ever ready to deceive thee, 
Wbispe1ing, " There's no relief," 

The bow is in the cloud. 

Oft when trials have been many, 
As thy day thy strength has been, 

And amidst the worst of any, 
Thou hast said, for thou hast seen, 

The bow is in the cloud. 

Let not dark anticipation 
Wound thee with corroding care; 

Should thy path be tribulation 
All-sufficient aid is near, 

The bow is in .the cloud. 

the Rev. W. Jeffrey. (Robert Banks). 
A striking discourse by A. G. Brown, of 
Stepney, on the Con,;erl!ion of Children. 
(J. Paul and Morgan and Chase). By~
Paths of Bapfot History, by Rev. J. 
J. Goad by, has reached Part IV., and 
takes in Baptist Confession-, of Faith. 
The Biblical Mu.~eU?n, Part VII., retains 
all the excellences we have described, 
and brings us down nearly to the end of 
Matthew xxvii. We have also to hand 
the interesting Annual Reports of the 
Rag,r;ed School Union, and also of the 
Ragged Church Union, and Trinitarian 
Quarterly Record. Of new and telling 
tracts, we would recommend c!ordially 
The Blind Father's Prayer Answered. The 
Three Pilots, No. 430; The Two Baby
lons, No. 435; Joseph Sturge, No. 434; 
Happ,J Deaths, No. 4:32; ail published 
by the Baptist Tract Society, and sold by 
Elliot Stock. Sunday-school Reform is a 
suggestive pamphlet. Sold at 2d. (Elliot 
Stock). 

All the saints from righteous Abel 
Have been made to bear the cross,• 

Bat their trust in One was stable, 
Who could sweeten every loss, 

The bow is in the cloud. 
Ever spurn the false suggestion, 

Whereby Satan seeks to prove, 
When thy Father gives affliction 

'Tis because He fails to love, t 
The bow is in the cloud. 

Look beyond this vale, of sadness 
To the region of the blest, 

And till reached that home of gladness, 
And obtained the promised rest, 

The bow is in the cloud. 
Soon thy days of mourning over. 

Thou shalt·leave this world of night, 
See thy Saviour 'compassecl. ever 

With a radidnt bow of light t 
The bow is in the cloud. 

Hammersmith. 
• Luke. ix. 23-26. Job. :n:rvii. :n. 
t Heb. xii. 6-S. Rev. ill. 19. 
i •• And he that sat was to look upon like e. jas

per o.ntl a sardiue sto:io: and there w..1,s a r;;Linbow 
round about the throne, in sight like unto an 
emeraJd.-Rev. iv. 3. 
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CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. J. D. iVILLIA.MS has resio-ned the 
pastorate of Upton Chapel, Lambeth. 
He is at liberty to supply any vacant 
church in the suburbs or the country. 
Communications to be addressed to him 
at 6, King Henry's-road, Regent's-park 
N.W. · ' 

l\Ir. J. W. Butcher, of Regent's-park 
College, has accepted an invitation from 
the church meeting in Blenheim chapel, 
Leeds, to become their pastor. 

Rev. Matthew Morris, of the Metro
politan Tabernacle College, has accepted 
an invitation to the pastorate of the 
church, iVolsingham, Durham. 

Rev. J. Hedges has resigned his pas
torate of the church at Barrowden, Rut
land, where he has faithfully la.boured for 
upwards of seven years. 

Rev. Frank E. Trotman, of Redruth, 
Corn wall, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the Union Church, 
Upper-road, Plaistow, Essex. 

Rev. J. A. Griffin has resigned the pas
torate of the church at Little Ilford, and 
accepted that of the church in Charles
street, Camberwell New-road. 

Rev. T. Stephens, after supplying the 
pulpit of Silver-street Chapel, Trow
bridge, for twelve months, has accepted 
an invitation from the church to settle 
among them as their pastor. 

Rev. P. J. Ward, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted the in
vitation to the pastorate of the church, 
Mermaid-street, Rye, Sussex. 

Rev. J. Butterfield, having given notice 
of resigning his pastorate at Rotherhithe, 
of sixteen years, is now open to a call. 
Address, 2, Yeoman-terrace, Lower-road, 
Deptford, London. 

Rev. Joseph Blake has resigned the 
pastorate of the church at Dalston, ancl 
accepted the oversight of the church at 
Beccles, where he has commenced his 
labours with encouraging prospects of 
success. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

TaE Rev. W. C. Jones, pastor of the 
church, · East-street, Newton Abbot, 
Devon, has recently been presented by 
his friends with a valuable gift of books. 

A valedictory service was held at Bar
ton Fa. bis, Leicestershire, on Wednesday, 
June 28th, nn the occasion of the removal 
of Rev. W. Hill. who for the last five or 
six years has been one of the pastors of 
the General Baptist Church, but, with 
Mrs. Hill, is now about to return to 
Orissa, where_ for some years he had pre
viously laboured as a, missionary. A pub
lic meeting was held, at which Rev. W. 
J arrom presided. A purse containing 
twenty-five soverei!:(lls was presented to 
Mr, Hill, and a gold watch to Mrs. Bill, 
as to kens of affectionate regard from 
friends -belongiug, for the most part, to 
the church and congregation. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. J. Salisbury, 
C. Springthorpe, W. Salter, and by 
Messrs. S. Deacon, jun., and Bates. 

BELFA.ST.-An interesting meeting in 
connection with the Baptist church was 
held on Monday, June 26. After tea, the 
Rev. Dr. Knox was invited to preside. 
The chairman then gave a brief intro
ductory address on Christian co-operation, 
and introduced Rev. C. Kirtland, of 
London, Secretary of the British and 
Irish Baptist Home Mission, who, in the 
name of the society, presented to Rev. 
R. M. Henry, of Belfast, a beautifully 
illuminated address as an expression of 
regard for his valued services when 
engaged on a recent deputation to the 
churches in the United States and Canada. 
After a few words of acknowledgment 
from Mr. R. M. Henry, interesting ad
dresses were delivered by Rev. J. Banks, 
and by Messrs. Quin, D. Anderson, and 
Simpson ; and the meeting was closed by 
the Rev. Mr. Owens. 

The Rev. W. Dyson, late of Wirks
worth, has been presented with a, testi
monial expressive of the appreciation of 
his services while residing in that town. 
The presentation to Mr. Dyson consisted 
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of an elaborate timepiece in white marble, 
on which was a silver plate. Mrs. Dyson 
was also presented with a workbox, in 
rosewood. 

Rev. S. Mann conclucled his ministry 
at the Clarence-street Chapel on June 
25th. Shortly after his cleparture from 
Penzance several of his friends, members 
of the church and congregation, forwarcled 
the reverend gentleman an elegant gold 
albert, accompanied with a letter expres
sive of their deep regret at his departure, 
their strong personal attachment, and 
their high appreciation of his character 
and ministerial ability. 

On Thursday, June 15th, a meeting was 
held in the General Baptist Chapel, 
Chesham, to bid farewell to the Rev. 
Charles Payne (the late pastor of the 
church worshipping in the above place), 
who is leaving for Minnesota, U.S. Mr. 
J. Page presented Mr. Payne with a purse 
containing :£6 15s, from the Bible-class ; 
and another containing £21 10s. as an 
offering from members of the church and 
congregation. 

.ABERSYCHAN.-On the 29th of June, 
the Rev. S. Price completed the fortieth 
year of his ministry here, and his friends 
celebrated the event by a social tea, at 
which a purse containing sixteen guineas 
was presented to Mr. Price, with an 
address of a highly congratulatory cha
racter. The pastor gave an interesting 
narrative of his forty years' ministry, and 
appropriate addresses were delivered by 
various friends. 

On Tuesday, June 27th, a meeting was 
held in the vestry of Church-street 
chapel, Marylebone, at which an elegant 
timepiece was presented to Miss Wathen, 
teacher c;f young women's Bible-class; 
also a handsome writing-desk to Mr. 
Kirby, the superintendent, from the Rev. 
Dr. Burns, the pastor, teachers and Bible 
classes of the above school as a token of 
their regard for each. 

Rev. T. R. Stevenson preached his 
farewell sermon at the Union Chapel, 
Luton, on Sunday, June 25. There was an 
overflowing attendance. On the following 
Monday a public meeting was held, which 
was crowded to excess. Addresses were 
given by various ministers, who spoke 
highly of Mr. Stevenson, not only as a 
minister, but as a gentleman ready to 
help in any way every movement on foot 
which he considered of advantage to the 

town. Mr. ,Johnson Willis, on behalf of 
the church and congregation, presented 
Mr. Stevenson a purse, containin" the 
sum of thirty sovereigns, and an :nmm 
with portr11.its of 150 of the members of 
the church. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 

TnE ordination services in connection 
with the settlement of the Rev. R. F. 
Guyton, of the· B~istol College, as pastor 
of the church at Chepstow, were held on 
Tuesday, June 13th. An introductory 
discourse was delivered by Rev. George 
Gould, which was followed by the usual 
statement on behalf of the Church and 
congregation, given by Mr. ,V. P. 
Thomas. Mr. Guyton then gave a short 
account of the reasons which led him to 
dedicate himself to the ministry. The 
ordination prayer was offered by Rev. r. 
Jones, the former minister. The charge 
to the minister was given by Rev. F. W. 
Gotch, LL.D. Revs. T. Nicholson and 
J. Bloomfield assisted in the service . 
In the evening a public meeting was 
held, when addresses were delivered by 
Revs. J. W. Lance, G. Gould, F. W. 
Gotch, LL.D., S. R. Young, J. Bloom
field, T. Nicholson, M. S. Ridley, I. 
Rees, George Durrell, and J. Durrell, 
Esq. 

Recognition services of the Rev. G. 
Wyard, jun., successor to the late G. 
Isaac, in the pastorate of Sussex-street 
Baptist Chapel, Brighton, were held on 
the 5th of July. The Rev. G. Wyanl, 
father of the new pastor, asked the usual 
questions, and gave the charge to his 
son; Mr. J. Tate was called upon to give 
the reasons which led the Church to 
choose Mr. ',Vyard, jun. Addresses 
were given by the Revs. Hamilton, Foy
ster, Wilkins, G!askin and Smith. On 
Thursday evening the Rev. G. ,Vyard, 
sen., preached to the Church in Sussex
street. 

Services in connection with the ordi
nation of Mr. D. F. Ellis, of Pontypool 
Colle"e, as pastor of the church, L!is
vane,0 Cardiff, were held on July l:Jth 
and 14th. On Wednesday, Rev. W. 
Williams delivered a discourse on the 
nature of a Christian Church. Rev. D. 
Ed wards proposed the usual questions, 
after which Mr. Edwards offered the 
ordination prayer. Dr. Thomas deli-



220 DllNOMINATIONAL INTELLIGllNCIL 

vereo. the charge to tho pastor, ano. RP,v, 
R. ,Tohns to the Church. The other ser
vices were cond ncted hy Revs. ,T. Morgan, 
R. ,TonPs, D. 0. Edwards, D. B. Jones, 
and R. ,lohns. Revs. J. C. Powell, W, 
,loncs. and T. Thomas, took part in the 
ser"ices. 

Sen·ices were held in \Vinchester, on 
Snnday and Monday, the 18th and 19th 
of June, in connection with the settle
ment of the Rev. Albert Braille, late a 
student of Bristol College, as pastor of 
the City-road Chapel. At the services 
on Monday, Rev. R. Caven offered the 
ordination prayer; the Rev. W. Gotch, 
LL.D., gave the charge to the pastor; 
the Rev. S. Wills, D. D., addressed the 
Church and congregation. In the even
ing a public meeting was held in the 
chapel, Dr. Gotch in the chai,. The 
secretary of the church then read a brief 
statement of the finances, also a report 
of the Sunday-school Addresses were 
delivered by l,ev. R. Caven, J. T. Collier, 
and J. Parsons, Esq. Collections to
wards reducing the chapel debt and the 
proceeds amounted to about £18. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE new chapel erected at East 
Cosham, Rants, was formally opened for 
Di,ine worship on \Vednesday, June 
28th. The services were begun by a 
meeting for thanksgiving and prayer in 
the morning, after which a number of 
friends partook of a cold collation. In 
the afternoon, the Rev. T. W. Medhurst 
preached. The discourse was a forcible 
protest against Ritualism. After the 
sermon, about three hundred sat down 
to tea. In the evening a pn blic meeting 
was held, presided over by Rev. J. Hunt 
Cooke. Practical addresses were deli
vered by the Revs. W. Pearce, H. Kitch
ing, T. W. Medhurst, Harrison, Wilson, 
and J. Eames ; by Messrs. W. Loxton 
and vVarn; and Dr. Hardin closed the 
meeting with prayer. The chapel, a 
very compact one, will seat three hun
dred persuns. Cosham greatly needs the 
preaching of the Gospel. There Ritual
ism took its rise, and there it flourishes. 
The people are • poor, and deserve the 
sympathy of all who desire the progress 
of truth. 

BL.A.UKWATER.-The new and commo
dious chapel lately erected at York-town, 

Blackwater, near the Royal Military 
College, Sandhurst, for the ministry of 
Mr. :Sale, of Wokingham, was opened 
for Divine worship on We,lnesday, June 
28th. In the morning, the place was 
occupied for the first time for prayer and 
praise. In the afternoon, a sermon was 
preached by Rev. C. Stovel ; and in the 
evening, Rev. C. Bailhache preached. 
The congregations were good, the collec
tions liberal, aud the services impressive 
and useful. Sermons were preached on 
the following Sunday by Rev. J. H. 
Anderson, from India. The entire cost 
of the chapel is £710, towards which 
about £650 have been contributed or 
lent without interest. 

At Salcombe, near Kingsbridge, Devon, 
a chapel, the foundation-stone of which· 
was laid about two years ago, was opened 
on Thursday, June 23rd. The site was 
given by the Earl of Devon at a nominal
rent of £2 lOs. a year. The chapel ,is· 
built in the early Gothic style, and will 
seat 275. The services commenced in 
the morning with a sermon by Rev. John 
Ald.is. Luncheon was partaken of in 
the Town-hall. Mr. Peter Adams pre
sided. The pastor, the Rev. Fred,. 
Pugh, in a brief address thanked the 
gentlemen who consented to act as trus
tees, and presented to them for the use 
of the Church, on behalf of his late. 
wife's mother, a complete solid .silver 
communion service. The Rev . .R. Lewis, 
of Plymouth, expressed his admiration 
of the building. The chapel and the 
etceteras belonging to it cost £1,125, 
£800 of which is raised ; and if the 
balance of £325 can be obtained within· 
three months, no debt will be incurred. 
Purely with the object of raising this 
sum the pastor, who with his family 
gave £150 when the· stone was laid, will 
give £162 10s. more, half the sum yeli 
wanting, if the other half can be raised 
by the time stated. 

The friends connected with the congre
gation in Newcastle-under-Lyne having 
found their present place of worship far 
too small, have decided to make a deter
mined effort to obtain a more commodious 

· sanctuary. On Monday evening, June 
5th, the ceremony of laying the founda
tion-atone took place. The service was 
commenced by the pastor at Stoke, the 
Rev. Mr. March, giving out a hymn and 
reading a portion of Scripture. Rev. Mr. 
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Pratt offered the dedicatory prayer. Rev. 
E. Johnson delivered a suitable address 
preparatory to his laying the stone. A 
tea-meeting was held in the chapel after
wards, when addresses were delivered hy 
Mr. Abington, Mr. Maud, Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Pratt, Mr. Colclough, and Mr. John
son. Mr. Abington, as the treasurer, 
presented a statement showing the esti
mated cost of the undertaking, which, he 
said, would be about :£700, including the 
site, towards which something- like £200 
had already been given or promised. A 
sum of over £40 had been kindly lent on 
moderate interest, and another sum of 
£50 lent free of interest. 

The foundation-atone of the new place 
o~ worship for the church and congrega
tion under the pastorate of the Rev. B. 
Davies was laid at South-street, Green
wich, on the afternoon of the 5th July, 
by Mrs. J. T. Olney. Before Mrs. Olney 
laid the foundation-stone, Mr. J. T. Olney, 
her husband, delivered a short address on 
her behalf. After she had performed the 
principal part of the ceremony, the fol
lowing sums were laid upon the stone : -
Mrs. Olney, :£100 ; J. T. Olney, Esq., 
:£200; Mrs. Huntley, £100; Mr. Huntley, 
£200; and Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, £200 ; 
John, William, Henry, and Thomas Olney, 
four brothers, gave !£100. Mr. W. C. 
Harvey, £25 ; Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, 
£20; Mr. Fisher, £10; Mr. Noakes, £10; 
Mr. Hunt, £6 6s. ; Pinchback, £5 ; and 
several purses containing smaller sums, 
realising in all the munificent sum of 
£1,230 2s. 7d., exclusive of the evening 
meeting, when the collection amounted, 
with the profits of the tea, to about ilOO. 
A very interesting incident was the laying 
on the stone of £50 on behalf of the 
Sunday scholars by. two little children, a 
boy and a girl. An address was then 
delivered by the Rev. James Spurgeon. 
At the meeting that was held afterwards 
in the town lecture-hall, addresses were 
delivered by Dr. Billing, Rev. B. Davies, 
and the Rev. George Martin ; and votes 
of thanks were passed to Mr. J. T. Olney 
and Mr. W. R Huntley, for their valuable 
services throughout. The school children 
were present at the laying of the founda
tion stone, and sang an appropriate 
hymn. 

On Thursday, June 15th, Carey Baptist 
Chapel, Reading, was opened for Divine 
worship. The total outlay, including the 

site, which is freehold, is ahout £.1 )0() 
ancl the contract for the huildin,, · wa~ 
:£2,4:!3. Tn the morning the P.,;v. F. 
Tucker, B. A .. preached; in the afternoon 
the Re'I" .. J. P. Chown. f n the eveninc, a 
public meeting was held. The .\-Jay,,r" of 
Readi,ng (Peter Spokes, Esq / presided, 
and was supported by the mu,ister of the 
place (Rev. C. M. L•,n6hurstJ, the Revs. 
J. P, Chown, T. Brooks, P. G. Seorey, 
R. .A ikenhead, T. C. Uorrlon, T. Pen
rose, G. Goloorne, J. Ellis, T. F,iller, 
T. C. Page, J. Nicholson, and Messr.,. P. 
Davies and J. Kidgell. The last-named 
gentleman gave a brief history oi the 
church and the circumstances which led 
to the erection of Carey Chapel. That 
church did not result from any rupture 
in any other church, but for some time 
past it had felt to be a necessity that 
another Baptist chapel should be erected 
in Reading. Mr. Phillip Davies having 
offered to contnbute the mumficent sum 
of £1,000 towards a new chapel, the pro
ject was taken up and it was decided to 
commence the building. Up to the date 
of opening, about £1,840 had been rea
lised. The total receipts up to ,June 19th 
were nearly £2,000. The Baptist buiidin; 
fund has granted a loan of £300, and two 
gentlemen of the congregation have lent 
each £100 for three years free of interest, 
ma.king a total, includive of money lent, 
of £2,500. 

The church hitherto worshipping in 
Archer-street, Darlington, have recently 
completed and taken possession of their 
handsome new chapel in the Gra.nge
road. The building is of stone, in the 
Italian style of a.rchitecture, will seat 
about 600 persons, and has cost upv;ards 
of :£4,000, towards which more than 
£3,000 has been given. The series of 
opening services commenced on Thursday 
morning, the 8th June, by a Dedication 
service, and was concluded on Sunday, 
the 25th June: the Revs. A. McLaren, 
B.A., A. A. Rees, M.A., W.S. Cbedburn, 
W. Priter. E. Cameron, Esq ., Revs. P. 
W. Grant, and J. Douglas, and many of 
the Dissenting ministers of the town, 
took part in the several services. The 

· result of t!J.e collections has been to add 
about £55 to the building fund. 

The foundation-stone oE a new English 
chapel, at Penarth, near Cardiff, \Y ales, 
was laid by R. Cory, jun., Esq., Septem
ber 14th, 1870. On .May 10th, in the 
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present year, the chapel was opened, and 
annm her of special sermons were preached. 
A meeting has since been held, at which 
it was announced that the neighbouring 
churches l1ad collected £350, leaving a 
,um of £Hci0 to be raised. Subsequent 
collections ha,·c produced £35 more. 

BmsT01,.-The foundation stone of a 
Baptist chapel, to be erected in the newly
formed district about Cotham-grove, was 
laid on June 22nd, by Mr. E. S. Robinson 
The entire cost of the structure, exclusive 
of the site, is estimated at rather mure 
than £3,400. The ~tyle will be Geometric 
Gothic, and Pennant stone is to be used 
with freestone dressings, the roof being 
covered with slate. There will be a small 
turret and a spire in the Elm Road front
age. The interior is to consist of a nave 
and tr:msepts. and the roof will be open
timbered. Accommodation for 500 per
sons will be secured on the ground floor, 
and at present it is intended to erect one 
gallery in which an organ can be placed, 
sitting room for about sixty persons being 
also there pro\'ided. There is to be pro
vision for future galleries that may accom
modate 200 more. Among the gentlemen 
who took part in the proceedings were 
the Revs. R. P. Macmaster, Dr. Gotch, 
D. Thomas, R. C. Nightingale, J. Penny, 
F. E. Toyne, E. T. Gange, J. Morris, 
R. Glover, T. B. Knight, and J. H. 
H.inton. 

HouNsLow, MIDDLESEX.-The founda
tion-stone of the new chapel was laid on 
June 21st, by Rev. S. H. Booth, Secretary 
to the London Baptist Association. Ad
dresses were delivered by Rev. T. Hen
son and J. Burt, the pastor. A tea-meeting 
was held in the town-hall, and a public 
meeting, Rev. T. Henson presiding. Ad
dresses were delivered by Rev. J. Dunn, 
E. Osborn, A. G. Short, W. Perkins, 
J. Pudgett, J. Burt, and Messrs. Verney 
and Stra.cy. The chapel will seat 200, and 
the cost will be £3511. The friends 
engaged in this cause are deserving of 
Christian sympathy.-ED. B. M. 

NEW CHURCHES. 

Os Wednesday, Jnne 28th, a meeting· 
was held in the Concert-hall, Ulverston, 
for the purpose of forming a new Baptist 
church. The pastor, .Rev. T. Lardner, 
gave the right-hand of fellowship to 
twenty-eight, constituting the new 

?hurch. In the evening a public meet
mg was held, the chair being taken by 
the Rev. Mr. Taylor, of Tottlebank. 
The church has subRcribed enough money 
to buy a piece of ground in one of the 
best parts of the town, and intends 
shortly to build, as there is no church 
within fivo miles. 

MISCELLANJ£OUS. 

GENERAL BAPTIST AssOCIATION.-The 
one hundred and second annual meeting 
was held at Peterborough, June 19th, 
and following days. Queen's-street 
Chapel, the scene of the labours of the 
Rev. Thomas Barrasa, was the place of 
meeting, and to this central town and 
place a large number of friends found 
their way on Monday, from Yorkshire, 
Lancashire, the Midlands, and the London 
District. Rev. H. Cross, of Coventry, 
read a most interesting and suggestive 
paper on ,; Church work in large towns." 
On Tuesday Rev. H. Beresford Robinson, 
of Chatteris, delivered a telling address 
on '' Christian activity and ardour in ex
tending the Saviour's cause." At ten the 
Association proceeded to elect a chairman. 
The Rev. J. Clifford proposed, and Rev. 
S. Cox seconded the nomination of the 
Rev. Isaac Preston, of H.alifax; which 
was unanimously and heartily carried. 
On Wednesday morning, at the session, 
before breakfast, the Rev. W. Gray pre
siding, a touching address on Christian 
effort for the conversion of the ungodly 
was delivered by the Rev. G. Needham. 
The Sunday-school Conference was a 
decided success. The Association Sermon 
on Wednesday was preached by the Rev. 
Harris Crassweller, B.A., of Derby. In 
the afternoon the annual communion ser
vice was held. The Rev. T. Barra.as pre• 
sided, and Rev. E. Stevenson, J. Salis
bury, and J. Stubbi•s took part in the 
service. The collection, over £12, was 
devoted to the Widow and Orphan Fund. 
The Foreign Missionary Meeting at night 
was well attended. Chairman, M. Foster, 
Esq. Speakers, Rev. Giles Hester, Shef
field; Dr. Mullens, London Missionary 
Society ; and W. Miller ; and W. Hill, 
just about to return to India. Collection 
over £20. The iilecond Association Sermon 
was preached on Thursday morning by 
the Rev. C. Springthorpe, of Heptonstall 
Slack. Text Matt. xv. 7, 9, and l:l 
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verses. The theme was the pre-eminence 
of the moral and the spiritual in religion 
over the merely national or circumstan
tial or ceremonial. The equality of 
brotherhoocl in the church, under the 
great Master, was eloquently insisted 
upon. 'l'he letter on " the Ministry ·of 
the Future," by the Rev. Thomas Goad by, 
B.A., of Derby, was a master-piece. The 
best thanks of the Association were 
moved by Frederick Stevenson, l!:sq., of 
Nottingham, and seconded by Dr. Burns. 
It was "ordered to be printed" as usual 
in the minutes and separately for more 
general distribution ; over 2,500 copies 
were ordered at the moment. And it is 
hoped it will find its way to every Bap
tist College, manse, and family in the 
land. The next Association is to be at 
Nottingham, Storey-street being head
quarters ; the chairman Rev. John 
Ulifford, M.A., LL.B., &c.; preachers, 
Rev. J. Jackson Goadbyand W. Evans. 

No&TIIERN.-The annual session of the 
Northern Association was held at Marl
borough-crescent Chapel, Newcastle-on
Tyne, on Whit-Monday and Tuesday, 
and was well attended by ministers and 
friends. On Monday, at eleven a.m., a 
prayer-meeting was held. In the after
noon, at half-past two, the letters from 
the churches were read, showing a clear 
increase of ninety-eight members. At 
half-past six, the Association Sermon was 
preached by Rev. P. F. Pearce, of Dar
lington. On Tuesday, at ten, Rev. S. 
Williams, of Middleton-in-Teesdale, 
preached, after which Rev. W. Hanson 
read the circular letter : subject, "The 
importance of Church discipline, and the · 
spirit in which it should be exercised." 
In the afternoon, at half-past two, the 
ministers and messengers met for busi
ness. The Rev. J. Spans~vick was ap
pointed moderator, and the following 
resolutions adopted : " That the thanks 
of the association be presented to Rev. 
W. Walters for his valuable and efficient 
services as secretary, and that he be re
quested to continue the office." Thanks 
were also given to Revs. F. Pearce and 
Williams for their sermons, and to the 
Rev. W. Hanson for the letter. Mr. R. 
Cameron, of Sunderland, was requested 
to write the letter next year. 

BAPTISMS. 
nath, EhoneMr, in th1J rh-r,r Avon.-~fay 21, Six, 

by the po.Htor, J. Huntloy. 
Bedmin8ter, Brii:itol.-At Philip St. Chapel, Juno 

29, Four, by W. NorriR. 
Chatham, Enon Chn.pel.-Mn.y 28, Two; June 2-1, 

Two, by W. F. Edgerton. 
Cae,·!eon, Mon.-J une 18, Three, by J. B. J on~?J. 

po.stor. 
Chntteri.,.-.July ~. Throe, hy H. n. n,>himH>n. 
Colche.,tPr. Eld-lane Chapel.-Juno U, Four, by 

Mr. Spurrier. 
IJesl.iorou,yh, nea.r Market Ha.rhorough.-2fo.y i, 

Eleven i Juno 4, Three; July 2, Five. hy D. Gee. 
Eµe, Suffolk.-JuJy 2, Two, by J. Clark. pn.Rtor. 
Great Grimsby, Upper Burge;,;s-strcet.-J, ms 2:;, 

Six. by E. Lauderdtt.le. 
Jlamsterley, Ma.y 281 Two June 2:;, Two, by 

J.P. Beel. 
flyde, Cheshire.-June 2~, Four, by George 

Hughes, pastor. 
Jfetropo!itan Di8tri<t-
Barnes.-J une 25. Three, by Robert Kerr. 
Ki•~•land, Shacklewell Chapel.-April 16, Three; 

June 22, Six, by T. W. Ca.ve. 
Metropolitan Tabernacte-J une 26, Sixteen; June. 

29, Twelve, by J. A. Spurgeon. 
Newport, Mon.-AJbert-hu.ll Church, June 18, Five 

by J.P. Thomas. 
Newton Abbot, East-street-Dee. 4, Two; March 

2, One, by W. C. Jone:s. 
Portsmouth. Landport, Lake-roBd.-Junc 2V, Fh·e. 

by T. W. Me<lhurst. 
Ruardean-hill, Gloucestershire, June 4. Three; 

July 2, Two, by J. Mountjoy, pilstor. 
Shelford. Co.mbridge.-June :.W, Five, by the Re, 

B. J. Evans, pastor. 
Skrewshury, St. John"s-hill Chapel.-June 2::;, 

Three. by Pastor J. Manning, one of whom was the 
pastor's daughter, the other the daughter of Deacon 
Powell. aged respectively tweh-e antl thirteen. 

Wo,•stead.-July 2. Three. by W. H. Pay::,e. 
lVestmancole1 Worcestershire.-J uly :?, One 13 

Two. by W. J. Smith. 
Yarcombe, Devon.-July 2, One, by W. Fry. 

RECENT DEATHS. 
Tm: Rev. W. T. Sargeant, Baptist 

minister, Newhaven, went to his rest 
and reward on Thursday, June 22nd. 
He was deeply respected by all his fellow
townsfolk. About three years ago, Mr. 
Sargeant, whr> was then a student at Mr. 
Spurgeon's College, accepted a pressing 
invitation to undertake the oversight ot 
the church and congregation at the Bap
tist Chapel, where, as long as strength 
permitted, he laboured with much suc
cess. In the midst of active ministerial 
work, however, symptoms of consump
tion manifested themselves. Friends 
from Lewes and elsewhere took services 
for him, but with a slight return of 
health he was only too happy to be at 
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his loved work again. 011 returning 
from R,imsg,ite. where he had atten,le,l 
a Baptist association meeting, when on 
London Bri,lge he wag seized with 
vomit,ing of hlood. He was at once 
taken to Guy's Hospital, and there he 
died, at ten minutes past nine on the 
following night, surrounde,l hy his 
mother and other relatives who had been 
telegraphed for. Mr. Sargeant was only 
twenty-five years of age, and had his life 
been spared he bade fair to have become 
a useful minister. He was interred in 
the parish churcl1 ground. The rector of 
the parish. Rev. E. P. Southwood, with 
much Christian kinkness, conducted the 
servi.ce. The verv large number of 
frien,ls present on the sad occa~ion testi• 
fled the respect which was entertained 
for the deceased minister. The coi-tege 
was formed at the chapel, the pall being 
borne by the Revs. J. Wilkins, J. Holt, 
J. W. Mayers, H Brown, W. Harrold, 
and lllr. Beeny. The corp,e was carried 
by eight members of the church and con
gregation, and followed by the rt:!atives 
of the deceased, the officers of the 
Church-Mr. J. W. Lower, Mr. Almy, 
and Mr. J. Woc,d-and the members of 
the Church. Then followed many of the 
tradespeople of the town and other inha
bitants. Then came the Bible-class and 
scholars of the Sunday-school The ser
vice was performed with much impres
siveness by the rector, after which a 
hymn was sung, and the rev. gentleman 
read a portion of Scripture to the sorrow-

ing throng. A discourse, appropriate to 
the solemn occasion, was delivered in the 
chapel in the evening, by the Rev. J. 
Willtins, and was listened to by a large 
con ,;regation. 

The Baptist church at Consott, County 
D11rham, and the denomination generally, 
have sustained a great loss by the sudden 
decease of Rev. William Middleton, 
which took place on Saturday, June 
17th, after an illness of four days, at the 
early age of thirty-four. He had in 
union with the Wesleyan bodies in Con
sett, commenced an open-air mission, 
which he inaugurated on Sunday, the 
11th, by a sermon he preached to a large 
audience in his usual clear and convinc
ing style. He had only been two years 
connected with the Consett Baptist 
Uhurch, which was originally a Home 
Mission station, but by his labours the 
church has been formed, and the congre
gations increased so that it was propose<l 
to build a chapel. A large concourse of 
friends of all denominations attended the 
funeral on Monday last ; the clergyman 
of the parish, and several ministers of the 
Wesleyan bod ills were also :present. Rev. 
Messrs. Brooks, Hildyard, and Spanswick 
( Baptist), and Rust (Primitive Metho
dist), conducted the services in the 
Cemetery Chapel, and Mr. Alexander 
Watson, of Blaydon, gave the address at 
the grave ; Mr. Middleton, of Coventry, 
the father of the deceased, also spoke 
shortly !I.bout the early piety- of the 
deceased. 

PASTO.KS' COLLEGE, .METROPOLITAN '£ABE.RNACLE, 
PRE8IDENT-C. H. SPURGEON, 

Btatement of Ileceipt1 from June 20th to Jiily 19th, 1871, 
£ o. d. £ •· d. 

Miss S. He.dla.nd l l O W. A.... ••• ... •.. 5 0 0 
Mr. Bowker's Class 22 0 0 Mrs. Salmon ..• ... 0 2 6 
Mrs. T. ... ... ... M o o Mrs. Stocks 2 2 0 
A Frieild, per Mr. 16th Psalm 2 and 3... 2 0 0 

Dvke O 2• o A Thursday night 6 O O 
Mr. 'Goldstom .•. 2 00 00 E ~uer •.. ... l O 0 
Mrs. Sims ... ... Ii . ... ... .. . 
Mrs. Simmonds 0 4 0 ~ C. H. Price ~ 1g g 
Mrs. Blair . . . ... 10 0 0 C. . ... ... . .. 
Mr. Dre.usfleld ... 2 2 0 J. H. M. 0 10 0 
Charlotte Wo.re 0 7 6 Mr. Chew ... ... 2 0 0 

E. McP. 0 ~ 6 ::::: ~?i~Fn~~~d 5~ g g 
::~:ih~rn.;xcur- O O Mr. H Speight 1 10 0 

sion. .Mr Bowksr's Mrs. Hull ... ... 0 10 0 
C!Jl.ss 3 11 G Mr. A. Sinclair 1 0 0 

Mr. J. Hector ... ... l 10 o Mias Maxwell ... 0 10 0 

Miss M. E. Hadland 
Mrs. Powney •.. ... 
Mr. Kent ....•..•• 
Mr. Wyles, per Rov. 

£ B. d. 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 

A. McKinley... ... l 0 0 
Mrs. Sarah Taylor ... 6 0 0 
Weekly Offerings at 
· Metropolitan To,. 

barnacle, June 25 33 5 8 
July 2 40 0 fi 

9 34 l 5 
16 130 3 3 

£4L7 10 9 

SubscriJJtions will be thankfully received by C, H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
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MEAT INDEED AND DRINK INDEED.• 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeecl."-Jo= vr. 55. 

THE crowd had followed Jesus for the loaves and fishes. He gently upbraids them 
for being guided by so carnal an appetite, and impelled by so coarse a motive 
to follow Him. Then He tells them that there is a spiritual meat which is far 
better-a spiritual drink far richer than those aliments which nourish the body 
and gratify the animal tastes. After which, speaking of Himself spiritually, He 
says-" My flesh is meat indeed "-real meat, such as supports the soul; and" My 
blood is drink, indeed "-real drink, the best, the truest beverage, such as in
vigorates the spirit for immortality. 

Why, you may ask, on the outset, does our Lord speak of His flesh and blood 
as separated ? I tried to explain that a few evenings ago when we gathered 
around this table. There must be in the Lord's Supper bread and wine; but 
bread separated from the wine, as our Lord speaks of His flesh as separate from His 
blood, and. this was to indicate that it is as a dying Saviour that He is most precious 
to us. The blood separated from the flesh indicates death. It is to the death 
of Jesus that the believer first turns his eye, and it is when considering the living, 
reigning Christ as hating once been slain that oux richest comfort comes to us. 
So, it is not an unnecessary multiplication of words, or a vain repetition of the 
same idea, when our Lord says to us-" My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is 
drink indeed." He thereby denotes Himself as the dying Christ. 

I. Taking the word8 as they stand, our first point will be that THE FLESH OF 
CHRIST IS MEAT INDEED-SPIRITUAL MEAT. 

The likeness is emphatic ; it is " meat indeed." It is like meat because meat, 
or food sustains the body. The body could not be kept in vigour ordinarily, or 
without a miracle, except by the use of food. We pine, we languish, we sicken, 
we die without bread. So the soul without Jesus, supposing it to be alive, must 
soon sicken, pine, be famished, and decay. You, 0 believer, with all your 
strength, would be weak as water at this moment if Jesus were not now your 
present support. All your past experience would go for nothing if you had 
not now a present Christ to stay your hopes upon. It would be only a matter 
of time with you ; you would ere long sink into the corruption of an open 
apostasy. Like a man shut up in a dungeon and deprived of food, who drags out 
for a few days a most painful existence, and, at the last, expires, and becomes 
earrion, so must it be with you. Unless Jesus Christ be your daily meat you would 
go back to the carna.l elements of the world, and become corrupt and depraved as 
others are. Christ is the only true sustenance of the quickened soul. But, mark 
you, let a man eat what meat he may, it does not always so sustain him but 
that he is sometimes weak and stretched upon the bed of languishing. It cannot 
so sustain him but that ere long he must be carried to his grave. But if yom· 
souls learn to feed on Jesus, they shall enjoy the blessed immunity promised to 
the inhabitants of Zion; they shall not say, "I am sick;" they shall never ~e; 
they shall feed on this immortal bread such as angels eat. You shall be carried 
up to the seats of the immortals to dwell for ever with the Chr\st _upon wh~m 
you have fed, coming to Him first to appease your hunger, and believmg on Him 
continuously to sustain your life . 

.. This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserveJ. 
No. 154, NEW SERIES. 
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Meat not only provide~ sustentation, but it assists r,1·owtli. Tho child cannot 
cle".elop in to a ~an if_ he ?e denied his d::i,ily food ;_ he _m'ust certainly die in infancy 
or 11;1 childhood 1f he 1\without the nutnm_ent which 1s requisite to the building up 
oflus bodily frame. Now, brethren and s1Sters, we are babes in grace many ofus. 
\\~ e h~ve been brought to Jesus' fee~, and .a~ such, we are of those who make up 
His kmgo.om ; but we want to grow mto spiritual manhood. We arc not content 
wit~ litt_le fai~h, and di_m hope, and a spark of love. We want to attain unto per
fection m spmtual thmgs-I mean to be perfectly developed men, strong in the 
fulness of spiritual energy, and this can only be by Christ. Only can you g-row as 
rou increase i1:1 ~he knowledge of Him, and. in subjection to the influences' of His 
mdwellmg Spmt. As food makes our bodies grow, so Christ is food to our souls 
He is "meat indeed," for He makes us grow after a Divine sort. Let a man feed 
upon what meat he may, he shall not come unto absolute perfection, but let him 
feed on Jesus and he shall. Through the grace of God in Christ Jesus we shall 
yet c?me to the fulness of the stature of men in Christ. U:P there they are all 
men rn Christ. Before the throne they are all perfect and without fault and this 
because they have fed upon this sacred meat which makes them grow ~ntil they 
cottle unto the perfect image of Him they feed upon. 

Meat does not only sustain and cause growth, but it makes up Joi· tlie daily 
waste of the body. Some people forget that every exertion of the body wears it 
away as truly as the machine spends its fuel and wastes itself. As even an engine 
of iron needs repair, so does this body of ours, and the meat we feed upon goes to 
repair the daily waste to which bone, and muscle, and nerve, are all subjected. 
Beloved, Jesus Christ in this sense is meat. "He restoreth my soul." He makes 
up for the waste of temptation, for the wear and tear of oare, for the fret of trouble, 
for the fume and fturry of manifold anxieties, for every thing that would waste a 
man away. My soul once again renews her strength, like the eagle when she 
sips from the brook that ftows from the foot of the cross. Oh! believer, you will 
soon degenerate ; this world of sin will soon make you backslide, and lose every 
good thing you have, unless you go to Christ continually, and feed on Him. 
But feeding on Him the world shall not hurt you ; temptations shall not 
wound you ; your trials shall not overwhelm you, for you shall find His flesh to 
be meat indeed. The best meat that man's body can receive will not always repair 
the waste. After a certain period of life the body must decay, and the most 
nutritious diet cannot prevent the hair, the teeth, the eyes, the legs, the arms, 
the entire man, from discovering that the hour of prime has past, and that the 
time of decay has arrived. Bend must the man and lean upon his staff, and eat 
or drink what he will according to the strictest diet and regimen of the physician, 
yet still the time of waste has come. They that look out of the windows shall be 
darkened; the grinders shall fail because they are few, and the pillars of the house 
shall tremble. But, beloved, His ftesh is "meat indeed," becauRe they that feed 
upon Him shall still bring forth fruit in old age. They shall be fat and flourish
ing, to show that the Lord is upright. Their last day~ shall be th~ir ~est days, 
and instead of declining they shall gather strength with the mult1plymg years 
till the very moment when heart and ftesh shall fail, and then shall be the instant 
when the strength of their souls and their portion for ever shall be most fully re
vealed to them. 

Moreover meat is a great remover of pain and disease. Without meat, or 
without food of some kind, a man's inward constitution becomes full of gnawing 
and anguish. Bitter are the gripings of ~unger. Perhaps n_o pain can be. more 
severe when a man is long exposed to 1t, than hunger, with the exception of 
thirst.' No doubt want is the root of multitudes of the diseases of the poor. 
Generous diet often does more for the sick than the best medical prescrip
tions. It is certainly so with believers in Christ. His ftesh is meat indeed in 
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this respect, The pains of conviction, the throbbings of a gnilty conscience, all 
are stayed when a man gets Christ. If a man be spiritually sick with worldli
ness, with doubt, with pride, with envy, with anything that is the common sick
ness of the child of God, let him get bnt a hearty feast upon the flesh of .Jesus and 
the disease will fly. Christ puts such vigour into the spiritual system of Hi; own 
people when they feed on Him, that drives out diseases as strong men cast them off 
by the very force of constitution. Blessed and happy is he who eats this flesh for 
it is in this sense meat indeed. ' 

On~e more, meat ~s used con_stantly by us for the de,:elopment of .~trength. The 
man ill-fed cannot lift the weights that another can who has more generous diet 
upon his table. Lowness of food brings littleness of strength. Now .Jesus Christ is 
the only food that can make His people strong for service. Feed on Him and ye 
shall run and not be weary, ye shall walk and not faint. It is meat indeed, 
because it gives us strength that is all but boundless. It clothes a mortal man 
with the might of God. It makes the feeblest Christian in the Church, when he 
has fed upon Christ, to be as a giant to suffer or to do. 

I cannot enlargii upon all these points, though there is enough in any one of them 
for a discourse, but, dear child of God, seek after Christ, and be not satisfied until 
daily you are fed and nourished upon Him. 

The word " indeed" gives the sentence an air of strong protest. We mu~t take 
this into consideration. Why does He say that His flesh is meat indeed? It is 
in opposition to mere animal and corporeal food, which is meat, but not meat indeed. 
You think that bread is solid. So it is, speaking one way, but what does it sup
port P It supports the body, and the body, you say, is substantial. So indeed it is 
to the eye and to the touch; but what is the body? All flesh is grass, and all the 
goodliness thereof as the flower of the field; the grass withereth, and the flower 
thereof fadeth away; surely the people are grass. This body is so little awhile 
here, and so soon dissolved, that I may safely call it but a shadow; and the food 
that feeds the shadow is but a shade. And what is the soul within us ? 
Why, that you say is unreal. Truly so, sirs, to smell, to sight, to touch; but not 
to real thought. The real thing about a man is his inward self, which you cannot 
see-his secret, impalpable, unseen, immortal self: that never dies. Time's 
tooth doth not touch it, nor doth the scythe of Death cut it down. The son! is the 
real thing, not the body; and, sirs, the food which feeds the soul is the real food 
after all, and though the men of the world turn on their heel and say, "Ah! no, 
the bread and cheese that we put into our mouth, that is the real thing; give us 
plenty of that." Sirs, 'tis the shadow; but the truth you give your souls to feed 
upon, that it is which in God's sight, in the sight of wise men, and in your sight, 
if you have any spiritual discernment, is meat indeed. 

It is meat indeed, in contrast with the typical meats of the Old Testament. 
There was the Paschal Supper-surely that was a glorious feast, when by it 
the people went their way out of Egypt rejoicing. Yes, but 'twas only 
a deliverance from a common temporal slavery; but they that eat the Paschal 
Lamb are delivered from the bondage of death and hell, for His flesh is meat 
indeed. In the wilderness they ate the manna. Yes, but ev_ery day it s~emed to 
tell them its own unsubstantial character, from the fact that 1f they kept it till the 
next morning it bred worms and stank. But our Lord Jesus Christ is food that 
never corrupts. Feed on Him, lay Him up in your hearts, and you shall find no 
corruption there nor shall you die. In the old tabernacle and ~he temple there 
were the loaves ~f shew-bread and these were meat for the priest. Ah! but the 
shew-bread was nothing but a type; and to the priest,_ however devoutly he might 
receive it the shew-bread in itself, was no food for his real self, but only for his 
corporeal' frame. And J 'may say the same of the bread which we have upon the 
table here to-night ; there is nothing in it ; it is a mere emblem and a sign. But 
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Christ's flesh is meat indeed. When I have sometimes seen this text put over 
the table commonly used foi: what is called the " Sacrament" I have trembled 
l~st. people shonld be led into the grievous and unnatural error of transubstan~ 
tiat10n. When our Lord said, "My flesh is meat indeed," He conld not mean 
that_ bread on the table, for the Lord's Supper was not then instituted. In this 
part1cnlar text, at any rate, there can be no allusion of any kind to what is called 
"the Mass" by some, or by others called "the Sacrament," because these things 
wer~ not brough! forward by our Lord until within a few hours of His death, and 
He 1~ now speakmg months before that tinie. Beloved, the bread is bread, and 
not~g but bread, and so far as it points you, like a sign-post, to the real flesh of 
Christ, so far so good. If you stop there, I can only say of it that bread is meat, 
but the flesh of Christ is meat indeed. 

When our ~ord says, " My flesh is meat indeed," He clearly distinguishes it from 
every other kind of soul-meat. There are many sorts of sonl-meat. Some men 
feed their souls on their _own doings. "Oh!" they say, "we have prayed; we 
have fasted ; we have given to the poor; we have been upright ; we have been 
rig~teoi:-s ;" and their sonl ~eeds on that, though it is all wind. But if they trusted 
Chn~t 1t wo~d be meat mdeed. Some feed on ceremonies. They have been 
baptized, christened, con.firmed, and I know not what besides. Fine confectionary 
this, but it is all wind. Christ received into the soul, and trusted in for sal
vation, is meat indeed. Some have grown up with false doctrines, or with true 
ones exaggerated, and these bring them to a very fine development of self-conceit 
and bigotry, but they make no solid food for the man's mind. But, oh! beloved, 
when a man can say, "My hope is in the Crucified alone; I look to Him every 
day ; my meditations are on Him ; my reading is much about Him ; my prayers 
are sent to heaven all through Him; my praises are for Him; He is my soul's 
great joy, comfort, strength, and help," then he has got the meat indeed; he will 
be a strong man to overcome his sin; he will be a holy man, a happy man, a 
heavenly man, and by-and-by he shall be caught up to dwell where Jesus is, on 
whom He has fed. 

I hope I have made this clear, It is thinking upon Jesus, trusting in Jesus, that 
is the eating, Jesus Himself being the food. Those who trust in Him and rest in 
Him have got the best of soul-meat. They have got meat indeed. 

II. CHl!.IST'S BLOOD IS DRINK INDEED. 
Like drink to the body the blood of Jesus, that is to say, the merits of His atoning 

sacrifice, sustains. The body is not to be built up without some liquid; the 
system needs it. The soul is not to be sustained without considering and resting 
on the substitutionary suffering of Jesus. That Jesus died in my stead and suf
fered for my sin is to stiniulate my hope, my comfort, my joy; in a word, my whole 
soul, just as drink invigorates the physical system. 

Drmk refreshes the body. The traveller is faint; it is a ~ot, bur~!\' day. 
That cool brook-how different the man looks when he -laves his<lface m it, and 
drinks a sweet, cooling draught. And so the blood of Jesus refreshes the man 
who trusts in it. If I trust that Jesus was punished for me, and _I am cle3:1" 
that Jesus died for me, how my soul seems to have got a new life, how it 
revives. Though he we!e dead, yet should he lh:e who co~ld ~elieve_in_this. He who 
could trust in the prec10us blood, though despair held him m a famtmg;-fit so t~at 
he could not stir hand or foot, yet if this precious doctrine of a Sav10ur dymg 
for him were believed by him, his heart and his spirit_ must revive at once. . 

Drink also cleanses the body. I do not mean washmg, but that the reception of 
the water into the system flushes all the various departments _of the frame, an_d no 
doubt the liquid always has upon the human body a healthy mfluence unless it be 
t:aken, whatever it may be, intemperately. It is, to a _gr~at extbnt, made 
life-fluid of the system. Now, whenever you get Jesus Christ mto the soul, how 
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~t seems to set the veins right if the blood be wrong ! How it flushes out all 
1mpu:it.ies fro"!11 the spiritual system; and the more really you come to rest upon a 
bl~ed!-Ilg qhr1st, the mor~ sur~ yon are to get rid of your sins-I mean your 
re1gnmg sms, your besettmg sms, for we can overcome them only through the 
blood of the Lamb. Christ's blood is thus drink indeed. 

D!ink also cheers the man. How many a faint heart has been cheered when the 
coo_lmg draught has been brought ; the fainting one has opened her eyes, and 
smiled. And, oh! how the thoughts of a dying Christ revive the fainting soul, 
and make the spirit sing that once was ready to moan and cry: " I am forgotten ; 
I am forsaken; I am lost." 

Notice the word "indeed," how it comes in again: '' My blood is drink in
deed," in opposition to all carnal drink, for as I said about the food, that it is but 
a shadow to support a shadow, so it is with the drink-it is but a shade to support 
a shade. Christ's blood supports the spirit, therefore it is drink indeed. 

How superior to all typical drinks! There was the water which flowed from 
the rock when it was smitten; there were the various drinks with the mea:-vilBr
ings, but Jesus Christ is the fulness of which these were but the shadows. 

Christ says, "My blood is drink indeed" as though utterly ignoring all other 
soul-drink . . Some men drink until they are drenched with earthly pleasure. Others 
drink until they are inflated with their own self-righteousness. The devil has his 
cups, and he knows how to fill them to the brim, and make them sparkle and 
fascinate the eye. But let men's souls drink of these draughts till they come to 
the dregs, they shall never• be satisfied, and in the world to come their misery shall 
be greater if they have had any satisfaction here. But oh! if your soul can get to 
the precious blood of Christ and rest there, and you can rejoice that J esns died 
for you, you may drink, but you shall never be inebriated; you may drink, but 
yon shall never know satiety; you may drink, and you shall have a satisfaction 
which nothing can destroy, which time or habit cannot cause to pall on your 
palate, and of which eternity shall be but a blessed prolongation. Drink, thirsty 
soul, drink at the fountain of the Saviour's blood, and thou shalt thirst no more, 
but cry, "I have enough; I have found in J esu's atoning blood all that my soul 
can want." 

III. Put these two things together. It appears, according to the text, that OUR 

LORD JESUS CHllIST IS BOTH MEAT AND DRINK TOGETHER. 
So, I would have you notice the siiitability of Jesus Christ to man's wants. 

Man wants meat and drink. Jesus is what man wants. You want pardon: you 
have it in Christ. You want life, eternal life: you have it in Christ. You want 
peace, comfort, happiness: you have all in Christ. No key ever fitted a lock so 
well as Christ fits a sinner. You are empty: Christ is full. You cannot hav8 a 
want that He cannot supplv. There never was, and there never will be, a soul 
that was past the power of Jesus. Oh! what a suitable Saviour He is to me ! 
That I can say, for if Jesus Christ had been sent into this world for me ouly, He 
could not have suited me better than He does; and if he had been sent for you 
only, poor trembling sinner, He could not have fitted you better than He will. 
Why, when I think of Jesus He seems to be all mine, and I am s1:1re I cannot 
afford to do without a bit of Him. I want Him altogether, and He Just exactly 
fills my soul up t? the bri~, and you _shall find_ it is so to you. He will be your 
meat and your drrnk, aucl 1f you get Him you will say:-

" All my capacious powers could wish 
In Thee doth richly meet ; 

Nor to my eyes is light so dear, 
Nor friendship half so sweet." 

If Jesus Christ be thus meat ancl drink together, what fulness there is in 
Him! He is not only one thing, und not only the other, but He is both. A. man 
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with_ meat w_ould die, let him ha:ve as much _as ~e pleased of it, i~ there. were 
uotlnng to drmk; a man with drmk would die, rf there were nothing solid for 
him to eat. Jesus does not give us part of salvation, but He gives us all of it. 
You shall find in Jesus Christ everything that will be wanted between hell and 
heaven. All the way, from the gates of Gehennim to the jearly gates of paradise 
every want of every pilgrim is met in Him. Ten thousan times ten thousand as 
His people are, yet all of them receive all that they want from Him, for "it 
hath pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." "All fulness "
mark the word. " Fulness" is a big word, but "all" fulness is a bigger, and all 
fulness dwells in Him,-that is, it is remaining in Him, always fulness and always 
remaining all fulness ; that is the greatest word of all. He is both meat and 
drink ; He is all that we want. 

Consider, too, that if Christ be both meat and drink what need we have of 
Ilim .' because there is no need in the world, I suppo~e, that is greater than 
the need of food, of meat and drink. You hear the cry of "Fire!" in the 
:treet, and i~ startles you; but those who have ever heard the cry of "Bread!" 
m a bread not, say that the cry of " Fire ! " is nothing to it. There is some
thing so sharp, so awful, so determined, so ferocious, so like the yell of wild 
beasts, about men and women that scream for bread, that it is the most awful 
thing that is ever heard. And "Drink!" What a word that must be for a 
number of poor wretches shut up as they were in the Black Hole of Calcutta, 
raving through those little windows at the guard outside for drink; and stretching 
out their hands and beseeching them to turn their carbines upon them, and shoot 
them, rather than let them die there a lingering death of suffocation and of thirst ! 
How when a little water was passed in they fought and struggled for it, if so be a 
man might but get a drop, or suck a handkerchief that had been dipped into it, and 
linger on a little longer. Now, nobody can have a greater want than an actual 
want of bread and want of water, but that is what you want, my dear friends. 
You want Christ; your soul wants this very bread and water. Think not that you 
are rich and increased in goods if you have not got Christ, for in truth you are 
naked, and poor, and miserable. If you do not trust Him, love Him, serve Him, 
your poor soul has not even a drop to drink. What can it do but die ? And oh! 
what must be its wretchedness when your soul shall ask for a drop of water to cool 
its tono-ue, tormented in that flame? While others are feasting you shall have the 
gnashi~g of your hungry teeth to be your endless portion. God grant you may 
not be so cruel to your souls as to starve them by going without Christ! . 

Ave, and if Christ be meat and drink, what need there is of a real reception 
of Ilim. If you get meat and drink, you cannot make any use of them unless you 
~at and drink them. Take meat to a hungry man; hold it out on your finger and 
ask him, " Don't you feel better ? " " No," saith he. " Look at it, man; look at 
it." "Ko, I feel more hungry." "But cut it; here is the knife." "Oh!" saith 
he "what is the use of that? You mock me; I want to get it between my teeth; 
I .;,ant to get it worked into my system, or else it is of no use to me." Hearer, 
of what service is it to you that you come and listen, Sunday after Sunday, some 
of you, but never decide to trust Christ, and take Him into your sou~? Why, you 
do but hear me, as it were, pour out the water, and you do not drmk. Yo~ see 
it spaikle as I spea_k of i~, but you do not recei~e it .. Wh3:t is the good of _rt ~o 
you? Oh! you wrll pensh, some of you; you will perish with the bnead mthm 
,,om· reach ; with the clean brook of eternal life flowing at your feet. Oh 1 why 
this fully! It is not so in other things. Men are not satisfied with seeing gold; 
they want to take it home and put it in their pockets, and how is it that they :i,re 
~ontent with hearing about Christ,-with talking about Christ,-but never askmg 
for real faith, and for vital union with the Lord Jesus Christ? See to this, I pray 
you; and see to it soon, or death will see to you. 
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Moreover, beloved, if Jesus Christ be both meat and drink, beloved in the 
Lord-I speak to you now-what reason there is for givin.lJ thank.~! I said in the 
reading that a man is very unmannerly, very beast-like, who sits uown to his meat 
and his drink without thanks. Well, then, my soul, whenever thou comest to feed 
o~ Christ-whenever thou_ ~hinkest o~ ~im--:--and that should be always-always 
give thanks. The true spmt of a Chr1strnn 1s perpetual thankfulness. I like the 
remark of a dear friend who is present now, who, when the November fogs beaan 
said to me on 'a Sunday morning, "I tell all my family to be more cheerful tha~ 
ever now the dreary weather has come, so as to shake off all these things that are 
around by keeping up cheerfulness within." Now, you are always feeding on 
Christ, and so every time you feed you ought to give thanks ; therefore, as you are 
always feeding on Christ, "rejoice in the Lord always. and again, I say, r~joice." 
They used to call this Supper, in the ancient church, as we sometimes do now, 
"the Eucharist"-the giving of thanks. Well, let the life of the Christian be a 
constant Eucharist, and as he feeds on Jesus always, let it always be with this 
tribute of praise-" Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." 

Yea, and if Jesus Christ be meat and drink, then here is a reason why you Chris
tians should be very earnest to tell of Him t01>others-to hand Him out. Oh! if 
we had this house full of bread to-night, and there were a famine all over London, 
in the East End, the West End, and the north, and the south, and men were 
dropping down dead in the streets, and they were crowding outside there, out at 
the Elephant and Castle, and down Newington-causeway, I know what I should 
say, if the bread belonged to me: "Brethren and sisters, come and help me out of 
the windows with it! Let them come in at every door ; let them crowd at every 
window; and let them have something to eat!" And if they were thirsty, and 
we had the mains laid on here, and there was no water to be had anywhere else, 
oh! I am sure there is not a little child here that would not be glad to take his 
little tin can and hand out a draught of water to the thirsty people. Well, you 
then, with little abilities, who love Christ-tell about Him to others. He is meat 
and drink to the famished thirsty ones. If He were merely a dainty, I could not 
press it; but as He is a very necessity to the dying sons of men, tell them about 
Him, and if they despise Him, well then you have done your part; but if they 
perish without your telling them of Christ, their blood may lie at your door. Oh'. 
bethink you, while you are going home to-night, walking down the streets, whether 
there is any house you pass where there is a man living who can charge you 
with having neglected him. Do not let it be so any longer, but do seek that, as 
His flesh is meat indeed, and His blood is drink indeed, you may hand out Jesus 
Christ to the famishing crowds, that they may be satisfied. 

The Lord bless you richly, for His Name's sake. 

SEEK ASSURANCE. 

LET it be thy chief care to have thy interest in, and right to the promises cleared up. 
This is the hinge on which the great dispute between thee and Satan will move in 
the day of trouble. Oh, it is sad for a poor Christian to stand at the door of the 
promise in the dark night of affliction, afraid to draw the latch, whereas he should 
then come as boldly for shelter as a child into his father's house. " Come, my people, 
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee : hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpas_t" (Isa. xxv:i. 20). . He that 
hath his title to the promise proved from the ,vord to his own conscience, will not be 
wrangled easily out of his comfort.-G1u-nall. 
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tssqs anh lat1trs .on ~ligiaus .inbjtds. 

CLOUDS. 
JIY REV, W, T'. BALFERK. 

" Who covereth the heavens with 
clouds. "-Ps. cxlvii. S. 

EnmY object in nature is intended to 
answer a purpose, and has a special 
object and beauty of its own. This is 
true of all things, from a grain of sand 
to a mountain ; from the little flower 
to the majestic tree. All things were 
made by God, and therefore reflect more 
or less of God. This is true even of 
the clouds, those fleeting, evanescent 
changing things ; the many coloured 
veils of nature, by the aid of which she 
so often hides her burning, blushing 
face from view. 

I suppose there are but few of us 
who have not felt deeply grateful for 
the sweet shelter which, in tropical 
weather, we have realised beneath these 
many tint€d Clll'tains of the skies; and 
as we were passing through the fields 
lately, and felt and saw the many use
ful purposes the fleeting beauties of the 
heavens subserve in this visible economy 
of things, we thought we would put 
them under tribute to the sanctuary, 
and see if we could not make them yield 
some spiritual refreshment to our faith. 
Let us then look at the purposes which 
clouds subserve literally, as illustrative 
of what those various afflictions and 
son-ows which God brings upon us are 
intended to accomplish in our expe
rience, and will accomplish through 
the blessing of God. Clouds, then, are 
useful as:-

1. They 1:eil nature from tlie exces
siu lwat of the sun.-How much nature 
stands in need of this we have all wit
nessed during long periods of drought, 
when the sun has reigned for months in 
unclouded splendour, and when for days 
and weeks we, in common with nature, 
han, sighed and prayed for the refresh-

ing shower. Rut not more needful to 
the life of nature has been the shelter 
of the clouds and the rain which they 
bring, than those clouds of sorrow and 
affiiction which God brings over us and 
through which He is pleased to quicken 
and enrich the soul. 

Why our very religion often com~ 
mences beneath a cloud, " Behold," 
saith God, "I have blotted out thy 
transgressions as a thick cloud ; " but 
this language implies that we perceive 
our sins as a thick threatening cloud 
over our heads ; and why did God bring 
us beneath its infiuence,-to fear and 
tremble beneath its dark shadow ? 
Why, to hide our souls from the heat 
of pride, to kill our self trust, and 
drive us to Him, the light of whose 
full and free forgiveness through His 
own blood ouly could dispel it, and 
bring us in faith and humility to rejoice 
in the clear sunshine of Gospel hope and 
peace. " Behold," says G:od, "I come 
to thee in a thick cloud." Yes, it must 
ever be so at first, because the light of 
His presence and teaching will ever 
show us ow· defilement, and cover us 
with· shame and confusion of face, 
making us to exclaim with one of old, 
" Thou hast covered the daughter of 
Zion with a thick cloud;" but then it 
is a cloud meant to hide us from pride, 
and is sure to break in blessings upon 
the head of all who bow in penitence 
and faith at the footstool of prayer. 

And when these clouds of conscious 
guilt were scattered others come, but 
come to accomplish the same gracious 
purpose. Often after the heat of self
rig·hteous pride has been subdued by 
the cloud of conscious guilt and realised 
forgiveness through the blood of Christ, 
there springs up the pride of worldly 
prosperity threatening to choke, wither 
and destroy every green thing, and 
hence, some dark and stormy day must 
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come, some cloud of deep and heavy 
sorrow, and dove-like, brood over the 
soul dropping from its dark and o-ften 
dreaded wings the secret, loving in
fluence, which shall kill this dreadful 
enemy of the soul and quicken it again 
into newness of life. 

2. To protect the weed.,, the droopin.lJ, 
and the tender,-Everything in nature 
which has life is not alike strong, and 
the heat which scarcely affects the 
sturdy tree with its large roots and 
years of growth, is fatal to many smaller 
but no less useful things. And there are 
many Christians naturally weak and 
timid, who never appear to take a very 
deep hold of the truth, and in the nature 
of things, perhaps, never could thus take 
hold of it, who, if greatly exposed to the 
heat of pride and temporal prosperity, 
would soon lose, if not their life, yet 
nearly all_ that makes it fruitful and 
valuable to the church, and hence such 
are often preserved very much by the 
clouds of adversity, weakness, and de
pression, and sometimes by the very 
hidings of God's face, even as it is also 
with their stronger and more highly 
favoured brethren. 

3. Check and repress a too rapid 
growth and development.-The effect of 
too much sunshine upon nature is a 
rapid growth without strength or fruit. 
We once saw a field of wheat which 
had been thus unduly stimulated by 
the influence of the sun without rain; 
it looked very withered, thin, and poor; 
the ears were very light, and there was 
no drooping of the head with the 
weight of its golden produce. .A.nd it 
is so with the soul; without the clouds 
of sanctified sorrow it becomes light and 
superficial in its experience; the know
ledge is shallow, the joy a light and 
flighty thing, approximating to that of 
the hypocrite or stoney ground hearers; 
the faith appears to be fed upon crot
chets, idle speculations, dreams, and 
unfulfilled prophecy; there is plenty 
of verbal assurance and a confidence 
which inflates the mind like a bladder 
of wind, while humility, meekness, 
patience long-suffering, and all the 
sweet ~aces of the Spirit which give 

real weight, Rtrength, power, and 
solidity to the Christian character, are 
absent. On account of this tendency on 
the part of poor unsanctified humanity 
towards this proud, pretentious, super
ficial verbal growth, God sends His 
clouds upon the soul, that in the mid8t 
of His spiritual discipline and sorrow 
it may learn its true weakness and de
pendence upon Himself, become rooted 
in a true humility, which is the source 
of all real power, and an assurance 
which being full of the light of a Divine 
intelligence, is a sweet and fragrant 
thing, and while strong, having all its 
roots in God's grace, shrinks from every 
form of pride and self-assertion, and 
from the very appearance of evil. 

From the pride and heat, then, of 
superficial and verbal acquirements in 
the things of God, the soul must be kept 
by the clouds of heavenly discipline ; 
nor less by the same process from the 
pride often produced by the influence of 
worldly prosperity. How few of those 
who walk and sun themselves amid the 
dazzling light and splendours of the sun 
of prosperity, really believe in the heat 
of temptation, which ever attends its 
glare, until they find beneath the heavy 
cloud of some God-sent sorrow, that 
while God has answered their prayer 
for worldly good, he has also with it 
sent leanness into the soul. 

4. Bring the rain. - Though the 
clouds for a time cover the heavens 
with gloom, and hide the light which 
is sweet to the eyes, yet do they bring 
the rain which gives beauty and plenty 
to the field. That piece of land yonder, 
covered with life and verdure, was once 
dry, and barren, and dead. Who would 
have thought that a dark cloud which 
nestled over it, again and again, was 
the nursing mother of all its beauty and 
hope; and who would have thought that 
yonder Christian, once so dead to God, 
but now so richly adorned with the 
a-races of the Spirit was indebted to the 
~louds and discipline of sanctified sorrow 
for the whole. 

From these clouds, however, the 
hearts of even true Christians often 
shrink, and like the disciples of old, 
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when on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
they fear as they C>nter them· little 
thi~½ing ofkn that they are b'ut the 
harbmgcrs of a clearer light of faith 
t~an has eyer dawned upon them-dark 
hnes in a picture in which Christ shall 
be transfigured before them, and be 
clothed in a beauty and glory never 
~een before; that out of these clouds 
~hall co!lle a voice of richer and deeper 
mstruct10n than they have ever heard, 
leading them with more child-like faith 
to listen to Christ as their loving teacher, 
and leaving them more completely alone 
with Him in the enjoyment of a deeper 
and truer fellowship. 

In conclusion, then, let us bear in 
mind that as we cannot have the rain 
without the clouds, so neither can we 
have the spiritual and reviving blessings 
which sanctified sorrow brings without 
the sorrow itself. It will be in this as 
in other things in this world, sorrow 
will be to us what our faith makes it ; 
as in nature, the soil which is cultivated 
brings forth fruit, while that which is 
neglected, though watered with the 
rain of heaven, and the same genial 
inftuences which blest the other remains 
barren and dead. So with the human 
soul. The man possessed of faith so 
uses the trials of life and the very 
sorrows which destroy others, as to help 
his heart upwards to God and to pro
d'.lce fruit to His praise, while the man 
destitute of this gracious principle re
mains ever the same, alike cold, barren, 
a.nd dead am.id the sunshine or storm 
which comes upon His path. This is 
the solemn teaching of the Apostle in 
Hebrews, chapter ,i. Let us learn to 
use our clouds, then, and also to prize 
the sunshine while it lasts. Our sweetest 
mercies often become common things in 
our estimation by repetition. And even 
the very sunshine of temporal happiness 
and spiritual prosperity require to be 
eclipsed for a time, that we may rightly 
estimate them. Let us, therefore, be
Wa.l'e of a non-observant, thoughtless, 
ungrateful spirit in reference to any 
favour we may possess from the hand of 
God, lest we should tempt Him to send 
some sorrow to stimulate our sluggish 

hearts to a more constant, int~lligent 
and grateful recognition of all the varied 
expressions of His love, ns they more or 
less constantly surround us. Let us 
seek that our clouds may teach us to 
lon,q for bi·(qliter sides. This is one of 
the great designs God has in sending us 
so many clouds. When the clouds have 
long covered the face of the sun we long 
for brighter days, for "truly light is 
good and a lileasnnt thing it is for our 
eyes to beho d the sun." This is no less 
true spiritually than literally, and hence 
God often veils the face of His love here, 
that faith may dwell with the greater 
joy upon those skies where it ever shines. 

Here the turrets of that golden city 
of knowledge, into which we fain would 
enter and towards which, often with 
strong crying and tears, we try to force 
our way that we may find rest, is often 
covered with the clouds of mystery and 
doubt, and we long for the land of its 
clearer and fuller manifestation. 

Here often, through infirmity, our 
bright days of sweetest enjoyment set 
in the cloud of darkness and physical 
depression. 

Like the Apostle we have to come 
down from the third heaven of joy and 
assurance of the Divine love to the deeps 
of depression to find we have a thorn in 
the flesh-a messenger of Satan to buf
fet us and an absent God. 

What, then, is the teaching of the 
whole-that as in nature as at present 
constituted, clouds appear to be a part 
of His discipline by which she is pre
served in beauty and fruitfulness, so 
with the Christian, there is a work for 
his sorrow as well as his joy, and as 
God's "faithfulness extendeth to the 
clouds" of sorrow as well as the sun
shine of joy, we must learn to accept 
both from His hand. 

Jehovah said of old that He would 
put His glory in the cloud, and also 
that He would put His bow in the 
cloud ; without the cloud, you perceive, 
we cannot have that rainbow of Divine 
faithfulness which spans and glorifies 
all the dark clouds of human sorrow 
and mystery with the bright rays of 
covenant truth and love, nor behold 
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that soul transforming light which is 
reflected from the face of Christ cruci
fied alone ; a light which can make the 
weakest, poorest, and most afflicted life 
lustrous with the glory of a Divine 
meaning, and which will ultimately 
cover the entire being with the beauty 
and bliss of perfect holiness for ever 
and ever, 

Let us learn, then, to accept our clouds 
and be grateful for them ; they will 
bring us more than the scintilations of 
mere genius, or art with all its rainbow 
hues; more than the evanescent sparks 
of intellect and science, however bril
liant, or the sunshine of prosperity and 
honour which too often only dazzle to 
destroy. 0 let us pray that the eye of 
faith may ever view all the clouds of 
human change, suffering, and sorrow as 
filled with the silver lining of God's 
love, and the light of a wise and holy 
purpose, the realisation of which, if in 
faith we wait upon Him, will at last 
nil us with intelligent adoration and 
praise before the throne of God for ever. 

Amid all the changes of life, then, 
let us strive to keep the eye of our 
faith fixed upon His face who turns the 
shadow of death into the morning, and 
of whom it is said that He shall be as 
a morning without clouds; luoking thus 
at Him wa shall find that all our clouds 
will drop with the dew of His love, and 
that the light of His teaching will gild 
them all with the rainbow tints of a 
joy which shall be but as the earnest 
and pledge of a sky which shall never 
be. darkened by a cloud, and of a sun 
that shall never set. 

But these clouds also preach a word 
of warning ; we read of some '' whose 
goodness is as the morning cloud and 
the early dew which passeth away;" 
why? because the precious seed of truth 
sown in His memory has never been 
watered with the rain of godly sorrow; 
there has been a sorrow, but only that 
of a cloud without water-the sorrow, 
the world which worketh death. 

'fhe clouds which carry rain bring 
salvation to nature, and it is through 
godly sorrow for sin that the see~ of 
truth is quiokened and life passes mto 

the soul. Hear, then, the solemn words 
of Christ, " Unless ye also repent ye 
shall likewise perish." And let us'not 
forget that as clouds arise from the 
exhalations of earth, so the sorrows and 
afflictions which often come upon us 
fre'luently arise from our own sins. 
God, however, uses them as His own 
chariots on which He rides to chasten, 
enrich, and carry his own people to 
heaven, while at the same time he 
punishes His foes for their rebellion. 
Hence of Egypt we read, " Behold, the 
Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and 
shall come into Egypt; and the idols of 
Egypt shall be moved at His presence, 
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in 
the midst of it." It was the idolatries 
of this ancient people which brought 
upon them the swift cloud of judgment. 
0 let us pray, then, that the clouds of 
aflliction which our idolatries so often 
bring upon us may carry a divine bless
ing, and not rain down upon us the 
justly deserved anger of God! 

Hammersmith. 

THE UNITY OF DEITY. 
IlY REV, JORN DOUGLAS, 

GoD has revealed Himself in His works 
and in His Word. The harmony ex
hibited in the order of the universe, in 
the relation of parts to parts, in effecting 
definite results, is proof of design and 
the existence of a DESIGNER. The gra
dation of being bv which the various 
departments of nature merge into one 
another, renders it impossible to ascribe 
one department to one creator and 
another to another creator. Solids, 
fluids, and gases are but different forms 
of the same substances. We are con
scious of design in ourselves when we 
arrange and modify material things so 
as to render them subservient to our 
purposes. There are also a proportion 
and similarity in the works of the same 
individual. 'The style and phraseology 
of an author are recognisable in all the 
productions of his pen. The peculiar 
lineaments of the artist are traceable in 
all the efforts of his genius. Now this 



236 ESSAYS AND t'APERS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, 

unit), of design is exhibited throughout 
all the realms of creation, and is demon
strative of the existence of ONE Gon. 
There is a certain character in the opera
tions of the Divine Mind which every
where announces, amidst an infinite 
variety of detail, an inimitable unity 
and harmony of design, which we shall 
illustrate by a few examples. 

The gradual development of the ner
vous system of animals attests oneness 
of design. The alimentary system and 
the concomitant organs of mastication 
are additional illustrations. The teeth 
of animals bear a relation to their food, 
so that a canine tooth, adapted for the 
carnivorous tribes, has never been found 
in any of the ruminant order; nor asso
ciated with a hoof fit for supporting the 
body, but totally useless as a weapon 
for a beast of prey. The alimentary 
organs are uniformly furnished with 
such quantities of the gastric juice as 
are suited to the ehemical composition, 
solidity, or solubility of the food on 
which the creature subsists. The skele
ton and organs of motion, in their rela
tions to each other and the contour of 
the animal, exemplify harmony of de
sign ; for there is hardly a bone that 
could vary in its surfaces, curvatures, 
or protuberances without corresponding 
variations in other bones. These ar
rangements are so uniform that the 
skilful naturalist, from the examination 
of a single bone, is able to describe 
pretty accurately the size, form, and 
habitudes of the animal, and the order 
to which it belonged. Yet there are im
passable barriers which secure the iden -
tity of each species throughout every 
succeeding age. The breathing appa
ratus of a house-fly, when viewed 
through a microscope, strikingly re
sembles that of the higher orders of the 
mammalia tribes. This relation of the 
several parts of creation, the adaptation 
of the organs of all sentient beings to 
their habits, and the entire absence of 
any trace of irregularity or eccentricity 
through the mighty amplitudes of na
ture, demonstrate that the many thou
sand varieties of conscious existence are 
the productions of the same God. 

Unity of design, as well as the infi
nite wisdom of the Designer, is obvious 
in the employment of the same thing to 
accomplish several distinct and impor
tant purposes. The moon not only fills 
her " silver horn " as she walks forth 
amidst the sparkling gems that illumi
nate the azure vault of heaven, but rolls 
the tidal wave into our bays and har
bours, multiplying and extending the 
commercial intercourse of nations. The 
atmosphere is not only the medium 
essential to animal and vegetable life, 
but with its breezes tempers the heat of 
summer and the rigour of winter. It is 
the vehicle which bears along the vapours 
in buoyant and fleecy magazines, the 
limbec that yields the gentle distillations 
of the dew and the refreshing showers. 
By its reflective and refractive properties 
it diffuses light over earth and sky; it 
supports combustion, its undulations 
waft to us the sentiments of human 
language and all the melodies of music 
and song. The sun is the fountain of 
light and heat to our globe, and to all 
the planetary worlds circulating in his 
princely train; he is the great physical 
agent in evolving the dynamical laws 
that bind them to their orbits. He pro
duces winds and other disturbances in 
the electric equilibrium of the atmos
phere. He emits his vivifying action 
on the chemical elements of nature, ela
borating from dead inorganic matter 
the vegetable kingdom so essential to 
animal existence, and is also the source 
of those vast deposits known as coal 
strata. These marvellous exhibitions 
of infinite wisdom and omnipotence are 
evidential of design, and clearly attest 
the existence of ONE intelligent Al
mighty Being. 

But this analogical proof of the unity 
of Deity accumulates in force, if we ex
tend our research beyond the surface of 
our earth. Sir Isaac Newton showed, 
in direct contradiction to all the ancient 
systems of astronomy propounded and 
adopted by the unrivalled sagacity of 
the great sages of antiquity, that the 
phenomena exhibited by all the celestial 
bodies are regulated by the same laws 
which influence the falling of an apple. 
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The laws of motion which prevail upon 
our earth prevail equally wherever we 
are capable of discovering motion. The 
annual and diurnal revolutions of our 
globe are exemplified by every planet 
and satellite of the solar system. The 
primaries bear the same relation to their 
secondaries that the sun bears to the 
vast retinue of worlds that do homage to 
his mighty behests. Jupiter and Sa
turn, with their concomitant moons, are 
but miniature representations of that 
astral system of which they are mem-

~ hers. There are several indications of 
orbital motion to the utmost bounds 
of the material universe. Some stars 
undergo a regular periodical increase 
and diminution of brilliancy, involving, 
in some instances, a complete extinction 
and revival. One of the most remarkable 
is Omicron, in the constellation Cetus, 
first noticed by Fabricius in A.D. 1596. 
It appears about twelve times in eleven 
years. When at its greatest brightness, 
which it retains about a fortnight, it 
appears as equal to a· star of the second 
magnitude. It then gradually decreases 
till it becomes completely invisible. 
After some months it emerges from its 
obscurity, and attains its former splen
dour. Algol is another of these periodic 
stars, which at times is equal to one of 
the second magnitude. In about four 
hours it is reduced to one of the fourth 
magnitude, and in the same space of 
time regains its former brightness. 
There are several others whose variations 
of brilliancy and obscuration are known 
to the practical astronomer. This peri
odical increase and diminution of light 
is believed to be occasioned by a greater 
number of dark spots on the one side of 
the discs of the stars than on the other, 
similar to those detected upon the sun's 
disc, and hence a revolution upon their 
axes ; or, they move in very eccentric 
orbits the major axes of which are 
pointed towards the earth; or, finally, 
the obscuration is occasioned by the 
revolution of an opaque body, which, 
when interposed between us and the 
stars, cuts off a portion of their ligh~. 
To an observer, placed at the dist~ce 
of one of the fixed stars, the revolution 

of one of our larger planets round our 
sun would produce a temporary obscu
ration of his light every fourteen hours. 
On whatever principle these curious 
phenomena may be explained, they are 
proofs of the permanent activity in 
these illimitable regions, of the la;s of 
motion existing in our world, which 
secure the equilibrium of our system 
amidst the various oscillations of its 
respective members, and demonstrate 
that they were all originated and are 
presided over by the same God. 

The unity of design is further evinced 
by the orbital motion of the binary stars. 
Sir William Herschell announced that 
two, three, and four suns revolve round 
each other, or rather round their com
mon centre of gravity, just as our earth 
and moon revolve round theirs. The 
observations of this singularly acute 
man hav~ been confirmed by many 
eminent astronomers since his time. 
And what is still more astonishing, the 
visible glories of the firmament are all 
being borne along through boundless 
space, circulating round some remote 
but magnificent centre analogous to the 
orbital motions of the several members 
of the solar system round the sun. 
Maedlar, of Dorpat, says, in his work en
titled Central Sun : " That Alcyone, the 
principal star in the group Pleiades, now 
occupies the centre of gravity, and is the 
sun about which the universe, including 
our astral system, is all revolving." 
It has been computed by several highly 
distinguished mathematicians, such as 
M. Argelander(ofBonn), M. Otto Struve, 
M. Peters, and M. Maedlar, that our sun 
and his retinue of worlds pass o.er more 
th-an thirty-three millions of miles per 
annum of that mighty orbit, in which 
they revolve round this "Central Sun." 

The discovery of the nebulre carries 
us upwards through another ascending 
step in the magnificent scale of progres
sion. The nebulre resolved by the tele
scope are evidently composed of stars of 
the same kind as those seen by the un
aided eye, and with the increasing 
powers of the telescope the subsequently 
resolved ones are seen to be but clusters 
of stars bound together by the mutual 
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law- of gravitation. The celebrated 
monster telescope of the late Earl of 
Rosse, in the vicinity of Parsonstown, 
Ireland, which the writer had the privi
lege of seeing, has resolved into distinct 
stars nebulm classed by Sir W. Herschell 
as the chaotic luminous matter, from 
which, by gradual condensation, origi
nally came the suns and systems which 
now crowd the heavens. Those which 
no telescope has been as yet able to 
resolve bear the same relation to those 
which have been resolved; and, in future 
ages, may appear to posterity as distinct 
clusters of suns. 

The discoveries in connection with the 
SPECTRUM-ANALYSIS furnish evidence 
of the unity of Deity. We shall briefly 
state a few facts to elucidate the argu
nien t based on this department of modern 
science. Dr. W ollaston observed in 
1802 that dark lines crossed the solar 
spectrum. Fraunhofer, a celebrated op
til\ian of Munich, counted more than 600 
of these lines. He mapped the spec
trum, indicating the position of the dark 
lines, and naming the most obvious of 
them by the letters of the alphabet. 
Hence they are called Fraunliofer's 
Lines. A he placed at the lower ex
tremity, and B on the middle of the red 
priBmatic ray ; C between the red and 
orange ; D on the orange ; E on the 
green; F on the blue ; G on the indigo ; 
and H on the violet. Sir David Brews
ter enumerated 2,000 such lines. In 
passing the prismatic rays through a 
series of properly-adjusted prisms the 
existence of 3,000 dark lines have been 
ascertained, and some that had been 
supposed single have now been proved 
to be double. Professors Kirchoff and 
Bunsen, by attaching an optical instru
ment containing one or more prisms, 
called a spectroscope, to a telescope, were 
able to compare the spectra of several 
elementary substances with the sun's 
spectrum, and eventually to account for 
some of those dark lines. It had been 
ascertained that solids, fluids, and clouds 
of solid particles, when raised to a WHITE
REAT, form a continuous spectrum, i. e., 
free from dark lines, containing rays 
from the deepest red to the extreme 

violet. Ilut the chemical nature of 
these substances at this temperature 
cannot be ascertained from their spectra. 
If, however, they be converted into gas, 
they then exhibit interrupted spectra, 
composed of bright lines crossed by dark, 
or comparatively dark ones. Each metal 
and chemical element when volatilised 
emits its own peculiar light, collected 
into a line, or group of lines peculiar to 
itself. If, therefore, the number and 
.position of these lines in the spectrum 
of any substance can accurately be de
termined, the presence of that body can 
be recognised by its light with as much 
certainty as a chemist could detect its 
presence in a compound which he had 
subjected to his analysis. The sun's 
photosphere is surrounded by a less 
luminous gaseous stratum, which con
tains the vapours of several metals and 
other chemical elements. Kirchoff showed 
by experiments that when the brilliant 
light produced by incandescent lime 
passed through a flame containing the 
vapour of sodium, a spectrum is pro
duced in which is a dark line coinciding 
with the dark line D of the solar spec
trum. From this it is obvious, the 
dark lines in the solar spectrum are 
caused by the absorption of those rays 
emanating from the sun's disc which 
coincide in refrangibility or vibration, 
with those which are emitted by the 
less luminous gaseous stratum. Those 
which do not coincide will pass through 
uninterrupted. Should the vapours of 
the outer envelope possess a higher tem
perature than that of the photosphere, 
bright, instead of dark lines, would be 
exhibited. 

Dr. Huggins and Dr. Allen Miller 
have proved by the " spectrum ana
lysis" that the moon and planets 
shine by the sun's reflected light, as 
the spectra of those celestial orbs are 
identical with the sun's spectrum. 
They have, also, detected the presence 
of at least sixteen terrestrial elements 
in the sun, proving analogically that the 
solar system has the same author. These 
distinguished philosophers have also 
compared the spectra of some of the 
brightest fixed stars with those of seve-
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ral metnls whose vapours have been 
ignited by the electric spark, and several 
of those found in the earth and sun are 
amongst the constituent elements of 
those rel!lote and vast luminaries. Si
rius, the nearest of the fixed stars, gives 
indication, of the presence of sodium, 
magnesium, hydrogen, and iron. The 
fixed stars vary in colour, and each one 
has its own peculiar spectrum; yet the 
discoveries made by the spectroscope 
show that they are formed upon the 
same plan of our sun-i.e., having an 
intensely heatid nucleus, surrounded 
by a less heated atmosphere, containing 
various metals and other substances in 
the form of vapours, many of which are 
identical with the elements that occur 
on the earth. In tne spectra of the sun 
and fixed stars there are numerous lines 
which have not yet been referred to 
their constituent materials. This arises 
from our imperfect acquaintance with 
the spectra of the elements already 
known, this mode of aitronomical in
vestigation being still m its infancy. 
Miller and Huggins have applied the 
spectroscope to the examination of the 
nebulre, and they believe these faintly 
luminous objects are destitute of a nu
cleus like tlae sun, but are masses of 
nitrogen and hydrogen in a state of 
high ignition. Should the increasing 
powers of the spectroscope in time to 
come confirm these surmises, the theory 
of Sir W. Herschel in reference to the 
nebulous origin of the material uni
verse would be greatly strengthened. 
The truths of revelation have nothing to 
fear from the most startling deductions 
of modern science. Progress from ele
mentary principles to the consummation 
of the complex and stupendous mecha
nism of the illimitable creation is but 
in harmony with the Divine procedure 
throughout the mighty amplitudes of 
nature exemplified in the growth of all 
organised beings from either an invisible 
"spore," or a mysterious "life-cell." 
The spectrum analysis demonstrates 
that all the shining orbs that blaze and 
roll on the ethereal arch are the emana
tions of ONE Goo. 

Science, as well as the authoritative 

and infallible asseverations of Scripture, 
shows that ,Jehovah presides in majesty 
over all worlds, and that his enero-ies 
are felt in the remotest regions of sp;ce. 
How overpowering is the thought that 
amidst the variety of His countless ope
rations He is mindful of sinful man, 
and gave His only-begotten Son to be 
our Almighty Saviour, and sent forth 
His Holy Spirit to carry forth the dis
pensations of His grace to make us 
meet for the celestial mansions. 

Portadown, Ireland. 

WALKIN"G WITH GOD. 
llY THE REV. TLlfOTHY H.tRLEY. 

"And Enoch walked with God." 
GEX. V. 2-1. 

Wno would have dreamt of such a 
thing! The sun of Eden's perfection 
had set; there was no moon-no church 
-to give light; and yet, in the midst 
of the darkness of human depraYity, one 
planet shone forth, and. cast down its 
heavenly rays upon a benighted world. 
The poison of sin had corrupted the cur
rent, and the whole race of man, like 
one large shoal of dead fish, was being 
carried downwards by the stream ; when 
lo! one living soul· ste=ed the tide, 
and opposed the influence of the sweep
ing torrent. While all others were on 
the broad road that leadeth to destruc
tion, he was a solitary tra ,eller along 
the narrow way that tendeth to life. 
How the renewing grace of God was 
magnified in Enoch! The divine linea
ments of his peculiar character were 
traced upon a dark background ; and 
the blackness of the foil made supremely 
attractive the brightness of the jewel. 
Gold and pearl are precious because of 
their scarcity ; and in the sight of God 
this rare saint was of great price. The 
Lord indeed loved Enoch, for there was 
not another like him in all the earth. 
By the force of contrast how his holy 
life must have shown all around the 
sinfulness of their li,cs. He was a 
mirror in which they might have be
holden the iniquity of their depraved 
heo.rts. When two trains are speeding 
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in opposite directions, how rapidly the and mercy shall follow me all tlte days 
distance between them is increased: and of my life." But though manr walked 
the courses of the godly and the un- af~e1· Him, a~d many walk.,id b~fore 
godly are so adverse that the more the Him, and multitudes walkedjrom Him, 
one runs from God, and the other presses how few walked witli Hiru. Amidst 
towards God, the greater becomes the the galaxy of glorious lights which gild 
difference between the righteous and the Bible firmament, we rjad of only 
the wicked. So the walk of Enoch, two radiant stars walldng it the bright
which was in a contrary direction to ness of J ehovah's presence, These were 
that of others, must have demonstrated specially favoured: the ~ne in being 
how far they were wandering from God. spared with his family, vhile the mass 
He was ascending the hill of the Lord, of mankind was overwhelmed in the 
and every step manifested how remote flood ; and the other in being taken 
they were from the summit. Would away from the evil to qome. These two 
that the disparity between a saint and a living stones, now occupying their places 
sinner were more evident in these days ! in the temple not made with hands, are 
To this end we need not that the wicked thus pourtrayed, "Joah was a just man 
should be more vile; the one thin"' and perfect in his gdnerations, and Noah 
needful is that the Lord's people should walked with God." "Enoch walked 
be more holy-more like God. When with God; and he was not, for God 
His children bear the likeness of their took him." 
Father, it is clearly seen that they are Two indispensable things must take 
not of the world. The more we resemble place preparat(lI'y to this Divine walk. 
God, the less the world will Tesemble There must be regeneration, God can 
us. Oh for more such distinction! Dear have no inte1course with a sinner who 
Christians ! let us seek after it, let us is spiritually dead. '' He is the God of 
pray for it. Let our cry be, 0 Lord! the living, and not of the dead." We 
thou of old didst put a difference be- ourselves shun those from whom the 
tween the Egyptians and Israel, make vital spark has fled ; and, like Abraham, 
that difference more apparent now. are anxious to bury our dead out of our 
Many from Thy flock associate with sight. That Enoch walked with God 
goats; while within the fold are wolves was a sure sign that he had received 
in sheep's clothing. Take Thy fan in new vitality. Why to this day so many 
Thy hand, and thoroughly purge Thy walk not with God is because Divine 
floor. Sit as a refiner, and purify Thy life is lacking. As soon as this heavenly 
people, till they come forth " as si_lver principle is infused, the soul cries out 
tried in a furnace of earth, purified for God, as did David, " My soullongeth 
seven times." for God, for the living God." NClr is 

Enoch walked with God. Josiah there any peace till it is brought into 
" made a covenant before the Lord, to near fellowship with the source and end 
walk after the Lord." It is blessed to of its existence. 
walk after God; to have him in a pillar " My heart is pained, nor can it be 
of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by At rest, till it find 1·0st in Thee." 
;:i.ight going before us. Happy i~ that . . 
Christian who follows the Lamb whither- I Let us take an illustration from t~e 
soever He goeth. David prayed that He I life of Jesus. The young man of Nam 
Inight "walk before God in the light of , 'was carried towards the grave, but as 
the living." If it be blessed for God to ,

1 

soon. as ~e received_ back ~is life_, who 
lead the van it is also blessed when He I can imagme the delight with whwh he 
defends the ~ear. That man need never walked home again in the colll:pany ?f 
be dismayed who walks before God in I his ~ejoicing 1:1-other?. So the sinner is 
the light of His countenance ; ~he eyes carried by l!- life of_ w10kedness down ~o 
of the Lord will ever be upon hrm, and misery, while weepmg mercy follows m 
he may always sing, "Surely goodness his train, crying, "I had rather ye 
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would turn unto me and live;" but 
when Jesus speaks with that voice which 
wakes the dead, and summonses life to 
n:iove the slumberer, the new-born spirit 
rises up, ~nd in the company of its God, 
retraces its way back to that happy 
home whence it had been borne by sin 
and Satan. If we seek a closer walk 
with God, we must ask for more spiri
tual, more divine, life. There must 
also be reconciliation. " Can two walk 
togct~er, _except they be agreed ? " The 
question 1s not whether they will, but 
~hether they can. And the only reply 
1s, No, they cannot. The nature of 
God, and that of the alienated sinner, 
are as opposite as east and west, which 
cannot be brought together. Brino
east to west, and it ceases to be east; s~ 
if the nature of a sinner were blended 
with the nature of God, it would cease 
to be sinful. Oil and water will com
mingle, and the two extremes of a 
straight line will meet, e'er an unre
generate man can be one with God. 
Sin is God's enemy, and "the Lord 
hath sworn that He will have war with 
this Amalek from generation to genera
tion." God is opposed by sin, for "the 
carnal mind is enmity against God." 
Then, if sin be implacable against God, 
and if He detests sin, the sinner must 
hate sin also, and through the mediation 
of the sinner's advocate must seek recon
ciliation to God. If we would walk 
with God, let us remember that we 

, must abhor evil and love holiness, for 
apart from this there can be no peace, 
no communion, no oneness with God. 

Oh, how many precious fruits does 
that saint feast upon that walks with 
God ! He knows the blessedness of 
concord, or oneness of heart. How often 
we long for hearts as pure, as loving, as 
devoted, and as constant as the heart of 
God ! True, his heart contains an ocean, 
ours are capable of holding a drop only; 
nevertheless, if the globule be of the 
same nature as the globe, we had rather 
possess one divine drop than a sinful 
sea. Oh for hearts that shall be God's 
in miniature ! A second spring, tasted 
by those who live near to the fountain, 
is communion. They who walk with 

God, talk with God. And how sweet is 
fellowship with Him! Do not our 
hearts burn within us as He talks with 
us by the way? Another piece of the 
many-coloured robe of choice privileges 
which the Lord puts on his favourite 
Josephs who walk with Him, is near
ness. And oh! what an honour is this! 
How surpassing happy is the soul that 
can sing, 

" So near, so very near to Goel, 
Nearer I cannot be ; 

For in the person of His Son, 
I am as near as He." 

How honoured was John, who sat near 
to Jesus, and to whom the Lord made 
known many of His secrets. Do we 
pant for closer intimacy with God? Do 
we sing, "Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
nearer to Thee?" Then let us seek 
a closer walk with God; for those who 
walk with Him, are ever near His side, 
and can hourly say, "Thou art near, 
0 Lord." A fourth link in the golden 
chain which adorns his neck who walks 
with God, is likeness. Association with 
Him soon begets assimilation to Him. 
The rulers of the Jews took knowledge 
of Peter and John that they had been 
with Jesus ; and why? Because they 
resembled Jesus. Here is the cause of 
mere professors not reflecting the image 
of Christ. " Many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ." "They mind 
earthly things," and do not walk with 
God, nor do they live as though their 
citizenship were in heaven. A fiftn 
spiritual blessing is boldness. Peter, 
who was cowardly when alone, was 
courageous as a lion when his Master 
was with him. If we would be conn.
dent in the inidst of dangers, we must 
walk with God; then, when we pass 
through the waters,. or through the fue, 
He will be with us, and the flame shall 
not kindle upon us; and in death's dark 
valley, we shall cheer our path with the 
triumphant song, "I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me." A sixth hea
venly ray that lights on the head of him 
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who walks with God, is JJ1'0[J1'ess. No 
spiritual declension, no standing still, 
if we continually walk with God. Our 
path will be " as the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect da,." "Lord, draw us, and we 
will nm a.fter thee." May we approach 
nearer and nearer to Thee, till our life 
be all absorbed in walking with Thee! 

There was an old man who daily took 
what he called his walk with God ; and 
upon one occttsion, while thus walking, 
and meditating upon the Lord whom he 
felt was by his side, he was seen to stop 
and to sit down beneath a large shady 

tree. As soon as he was seated, he 
bowed his head on his breast, and when 
a person went to the spot, he found that 
the soul had departed ; the garment of 
flesh was left, but the spirit that had 
worn it was in glory. Ile walked with 
God, and he was not, for God took him. 
Oh, may we live near to God, and daily 
walk with Him; and soon he will take 
us away to join-
" The happy saints who dwell iu light, 

Aud walk with Jesus, clothed iu white; 
Safe lauded on that peaceful shore, 
Where pilgrims meet to part uo more." 

New Brunswick. 

Jcl~s tot tqt l[inistru. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XLIV.-ONE·WORD TEXTS. 

"Vows."-Psalm xxii. 2.'".i. 

To vow is solemnly to promise; it may 
be to dedicate ourselves or something 
we possess to religious uses. We have 
many instance& recorded in Scripture, 
and many directions with regard to 
them. Vows should not be ·rashly made 
nor slightly broken off. Vows should'' 
relate to what is good and not to evil. 
Vows should be in reality religious deci
sions made in God's holy fear, and with 
a view to please him. Let us look-

I. AT SOME INSTANCES RECORDED IN 
SCRIPTURE. The first on record is that 
of Jacob at Bethel (Gen. xxviii. 29). 
This related to the consecration of his 
life to God ; it was connected with the 
sublime visions of the previous night, 
and was followed by the consecrated 
stone pillar He left to commemorate it. 
It was also conditional on God awarding 
to him His preserving and providing 
care. So Hannah made a vow in refer
ence to SamueL It related to the devo
tion of her offspring to the Lord. It had 
all the vehement fervour and piety of a 
womanly and godly spirit, piously made, 
conscientiously performed and sanctified 
by prayer, and faith, and obedience (see 
1 Samuel i. 11 ; xxi. 26, &c.). David 
constantly refers to the vows he had 

made and his resolve to pay them to the 
Lord (Psalm !xvi. 13; cxvi. 14). Then 
we have recorded instances where the 
vows were rash, presumptuous, or di
rectly wicked. For instance, there is 
the case of Jephthah, whose vow was 
hasty and unadvised. There was the 
wicked and bloodthirsty vow of the 
Jews who banded together to kill Paul 
(Acts xxiii. 12, 13). Let us notiue-

II. SOME CHARACTERISTICS WHICH 
SHOULD DISTINGUISH THE VOWS OF RELI· 
GIOUS PERSONS. 

1. They should have respect to some
thing of real importance, not to be made 
about trifles or insignificant things. 

2. They should be the result of grave 
reflection. Not inconsiderately made. 

3. They should always be made in 
reference to what is right and good and 
acceptable before God. 

4. They should be made in the spirit 
of prayer-seeking counsel of the Lord
asking the guidance of His Holy Spirit. 

5. They should have respect to that 
which is accomplishable ; not presump
tuous, or where God's providence might 
be tempted. 

6. They should be for our spiritual 
good, the benefit of others, or the glory 
of God. 

7. They should be piously and promptly 
observed. Not neglected, not unduly 
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deferred, but with holy diligence paid to 
the Loni. 

8. The spirit of humility must be 
cherished throughout. Both in the 
making and paying of vows, there are 
many strong temptations to self trust, or 
to our own praise and glory. There are 
some c!lses where the course of vows is 
most plain and obvious. 

I. Let the sinner resolve, and vow by 

DAME CROSS. 

"Thou anointest my head with oil ; my 
cup runneth over."-Ps. xxiii. 5, 

To say with a grateful heart, " My 
cup runneth over," when we are well 
and happy, and have plenty of all we 
wish, is surely an easy thing. But it 
is not so easy to be truly content and 
thankful, when we are poor and affiicted. 
And yet, a true Christian who trusts in 
God as his Father and Shepherd, should 
always desire to feel thus. 

I have been reading an interesting 
account of a good old woman, given by 
an excellent minister, Mr. John Newton, 
who knew and visited her. She was a 
remarkable example of true content
ment, and of the happiness it gives. 

You will not forget her name, it was 
a curious one, and not at all like her 
character, for she was called Dame 
Cross. She lived in a small cottage by 
herself, and when Mr.Newton knew her, 
she was very old and very poor. She 
had been poor all her life, but from the 
time she believed in Jesus, was always 
happy and contented. She tried to teach 
a little school, and when the poor people 
round her had to take their children 
away because they could not pay any 
money for them, she begged them still 
to come, and she would teach them for 
nothing, in the hope of doing them 
good. 

One day Mr. Newton found her sit
ting down to a little tea and dry bread. 
" Dame," he said, " do you not like 

---- - --- - ------

God's grace to turn from the evil to that 
which is good, 

2. Let the penitent resolve and vow 
to cast themselves on the mercy of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Let the Christian renew his vowa, 
with regard to a more holy and active 
Christian consecration to the service ancl 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

butter?" "Yes," she replied, "but it 
is dear, and I cannot afford it. My 
Lord takes care that I never want 
bread, and I thank Him for that; it is 
enough." Another time she said, "I 
believe my Lord will never allow me to 
die for want of food, but even if this 
should be His will, perhaps it would 
not be so painful a death as many rich 
people suffer who have plenty of all 
good things. He will clo whatever i, 
right for me." 

Her trust in God was as remarkable 
as her thankfulness. One day, after she 
was past eighty, Mr. Newton said to 

. .her, "Dame; are you not afraid to live 
alone now, when you are so old? If you 
should be taken very ill in the night, 
you have nobody to help you." She 
replied, " Do you think my Lord does 
not know that I am an old woman, and 
live by myself ? I am not afraid, I 
know He will take care of me." 

And so He did. Some kind ladies 
agreed toiether that they would gi;-e 
what would make her comfortable for 
the rest of her days on earth. They 
came and asked how much she would 
require, and she said, if they would take 
a room for her in the house of a respect
able family, and give her £,j a year, it 
would be quite enough. They wished 
her to take at least £10, but she 
refused, 

Not long after her removal to her 
new lodging, she went to bed one night 
as usual, and when some one came into 
her room next morning, she was still 
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lying as if quietly asleep: but they soon 
saw that her soul was gone. The Lord 
had called her home. He had taken 
care of her, and she needed no help 
from man.• 

Let us all pray for a spirit of true 
thankfulness, a true trust in God, like 
that of good Dame Cross. A.nd let us 
watch against the first beginnings o'l' 
discontent, for it is a sin to which all, 

.AN UNBELl~VING TRANSLATOR. 
THE Baptist Missionary Report a little 
while ago, recorded the death of Brajo 
Kishore Pundit. He was a man of great 
literary taste and ability, and had been 
of great use to Dr. Yates in his Bengali 
Translations. For thirty-five years he 
bestowed much labour and attention 
in translating the Word of God ; and 
through his skill millions of his country
men are now able to read the Bible in 
their own tongues. But what said the 
missionary after his death ? He stated, 
with regret, that after all, this great 
Pundit died without becoming a be
liever in that Word upon which he had 
bestowed so much labour. Thirty-five 
years a student of the Bible, and yet 
dving an unbeliever! What an awful 
end after such a life ! Yet are there not 
many who have read the Bible for ten, 
twenty, fifty years, and heard hundreds 
of sermons, and hearkened to thousands 
of affectionate appeals who yet remain 
unbelievers? The possession of privi
leges will indeed not save us ; but 
the use we make of them. Unless we 
believe, however highly privileged, we 
cannot be saved. H. W. 

SO YOUNG! 

ON a tombstone in a graveyard in 
Lincolnshire, I saw underneath the 

even children, are often tempted, If 
we have true cause to say, "The Lord 
is my shepherd," then surely when we 
think over all the many blessings he 
has given us already, and the still bet
ter things He has promised, we shall 
almost always feel able to add with 
a thankful heart, " My cup runneth 
over." J. L. B. 

announcement of the death of orie child 
:i,ged one year and ·another four years, 
Just the words "So YOUNG." That 
was all. But what a. tale it tells ! On 
another tombstone in the same yard, 
the phrase was engraved concerning the 
youthful dead, " They were flowers of 
hope, nipped off by consumption's blast-
ing wind." H. W. 

GEORGE THE KING A. SINNER. 

IN the private Prayer Book of George 
the Third, an alteration was found after 
the king's death, which had been made 
with his own hand. In the prayer 
which is used during the Session of 
Parliament, the King, with his own 
hand, had obliterated the words " Our 
most religious and gracious King," and 
had substituted for them "A most 
miserable sinner." 

DEATH OF DR. PRICE. 

DocroR PRICE died lately. He was a 
noted Nonconformist lecturer, editor and 
controversialist, a man who kept to the 
last abreast of the stream of modern 
thought. Yet what did he say on his 
death-bed? He said, " I have read 
much, and I have thought much during· 
my life, but now at last my feeling is, 
" Simply to Thy cross I cling," and so 
h3 died." 
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Missionary Enterprise no Fiction. A 
Tale founded on Facts. (Elliot Stock.) 

A ;d~ST ~ell_ing book, abounding with 
thrillmg mcidents, and fully justifying 
the title given to it. It is admirably got 
up, and is adapted to the present times, 
when missionary operations are being 
thoroughly investigated by both friends 
and foes. 

Sunbeams in Sorrow : Recoll,ctions and 
Remains of Helena Loveday Cocks. 
By HER FATHER. (Elliot Stock.) 

THIS is a most sweet volume of early 
Christian life and labours. The beloved 
daughter of a Wesleyan minister who 
exhibited great and fervent love to the 
Saviour, and whose lovely character and 
remains will do very much to cheer our 
young people in their labours in the 
ea.use of Jesus. Happy child to be so 
favoured and blessed, and happy father, 
whose high privilege it has been to edit 
and give to the Church this excellent 
work. 

TM Fool's Gospel. (Elliot Stock.) 
WE don't care for the title of this 
work, and yet its very peculiarity may 
attract many to read it. The book itself 
is about as peculiar as its title, and con
tains a great amount of forcible writing 
on the truths of redemption. It appears 
to be an avowed appeal from dogmatic 
systems, to the full and plain teachings 
of the Word of God ; as such we com
mend it to our readers. 

The Soul and its D~{ficulties. A Word to 
the Anxious. By HENRY WILLIAll.l 
SoLTA...'1. (Yapp and Hawkins.) 

THIS excellent little book is in the fifty
first thousand of its career, and we hope, 
from its practicalness and thorough 
evangelical simplicity, it will circulate 
still a thousand-fold more. Its price 
is 4d. 

A Memoir of Jane Walker of /slip, ·with 
Letters and an Obituai-y. (Oxford: 
J.C. Pembrey.) 

Turn is a very interesting account of a 
poor Christian woman, who was laid on 

the bed ~f affliction for thirty-six years. 
I~ compris~s a great amount of her expe
nence dunng that long season, and is 
adapted especially to comfort and cheer 
those who are called to suffer severe per
sonal affliGtion. We regret the title 
page bears no London publishers name, 
but it may be had by book-post, at 3, 
Clifton-villas, Cowley-road, Oxford. 

The Cottage on the Rock. An Allegory. 
By ANNA SHIPTON. (Yapp & Haw
kins, and Morgan & Chase.) 

Tms is the second edition of a most 
charming allegory, which deserves an 
unbounded circulation. Like all the 
works of this estimable 'writer, it is full 
of spiritual truth, and so presented as to 
honour the Saviour and refresh His dis
ciples. It has our heartiest commenda
tion. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

Our Own Fireside is in every respect 
most excellent, and deserving of the 
largest possible patronage by Christian 
families of every evangelical denomina
tion. Home Words is a good and true 
echo of the fireside, and is astoundinO'ly 
cheap. It is the best pennyworth ~e 
know. Old Jonathan never better in its 
edifying papers or illustrations. Gospel 
Watchword in every respect good. Sword 
and Trowel worth ten times its cost. 
The Appeal, varied and excellent. Gospel 
Magazine, solid, edifying, and faithful to 
its high calling. The Hive. Nothing 
better can be provided for our Sunday
school teachers, and its price Id. Ragged 
School Union Magaz-ine. Thoroughly 
well sustained. The Baptut .Jlar;azine. 
A rich valuable number. Bye-Paths in 
Baptist Histo,-v. No. V. (Elliot Stock.) 
Mr. Goadby has brought down this very 
interesting work to the General Baptist 
Assemblies of 1682. Biblical Jiuseurn. 
Part VIII. (Elliot Stock.) This part 
finishes Matthew, and gives nearly two 
chapters in Mark. We renew our entire 
satisfaction with both the plan and its 
execution. Beautif1tl Horne; A very 
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sweet poem, 12 pp. (Yapp and Co.) 
Annie: or, The Maid of the llfill. (Elliot 
Stock.) A telling narrative of cotton 
mill life in Manchester. \Vorthy of a 
very extended circulation. One penny. 
Briti,,7, Flag and Christian Sentinel. A 
supply of good things for our solrliers. 
The ff atc/11nan Tracts. Good subjects 
and large type. We commend them to 
our tract distributors as well worthy of 
attention. (Yapp and Hawkins.)" Cir
,·ular Letter of the Southern Association, 
&c., assembled at Portland Chapel, 
:-;outhampton, June 13th, The Circular 
Letter was written by T. \V. Medhurst, 

HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL. 

IN Jesu's hands I leave it, 
My sorrow, and its cure; 

He'll share with me the burden, 
And help me to endure ! 

He took from me health's blessing, 
Yet I must not rebel,

Without, I had not known Him-
'' He hath done all things well ! '' * 

Again, He smote and tried me, 
He took my worldly store ; 

Twas done to make me trust Him, 
And seek His treasures more. 

who has taken for his theme "the duty 
of all Christians to make known the 
Gospel wherever they have opportunity," 
and it exhibits all the excellent qualities 
of that justly esteemed Christian mini
ster and author. The 1'ranslation of the 
Righteous is an excellent sermon on the 
death of William Fabian, preached by 
Mr. Medhurst, at Lake-road Chapel, 
Landport. Paper; by Rev. J.C. Wells, 
of Earl's Colne, read at Conference of 
teachers in Mint-lane Chapel, Lincoln. 
An admirable paper, and we wish every 
Sunday-school teacher in the kingdom 
might read it. 

He best knows by what sorrows, 
My pride 'twere best to quell; 

'' Thy will be done," dear Jesus, 
Thou hast done all things well ! 

With broken health and fortune, 
I bow to Thy decree ; 

Lord, aid me in life's remnant, 
To trust none else but Thee ! 

Then, nestled in Thy bosom, 
My grateful.heart shall swell 

The song of men and angels,-
" He hath done all things well ! " 

W. S. PASSMORE. 

• :!\lark. vii. 37. 

~tnaminational inttlligtn.ct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. J. COLLINS has accepted an invita
,ion to the pastorate of the church, at 
Penge, near London. 

Rev. Daniel Davies, late of Lanfihangel 
and Ewias Harold, has accepted an invi
tation to the pastorate of the English 
Baptist Church, at Treorkey, Rhondd 
Valley, Glamorganshire. 

Rev. W. Walters, having ac0epted a 
unanimous invitation to become pastor 
of Christ Church, Aston Park, Birming
ham, has resigned the pastorate of Be
wick-street Church, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rev. W. R. Skerry, of Sabden, has 
accepted an invitation. from the church 
meeting in Rye-hill Chapel, Newcastle
on-Tyne, to become their pastor. 

Mr. Feltham has resigned his connec
tion (as joint-pastor) with the church at 
Imber Wilts, and begs tpat all letters, 
&c., U:ay be forwarded to him at Shrew
ton, near Devizes. 

Rev. S. M. Honan has been compelled 
by ill health to resign the charge of the 
church at Sudbury. 

Rev. T. J. Bristow, of Woodford, 
Northamptonshire, after six yea~s• labour 
in that place, is about to resign. All 
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communications with regard to pulpit 
engagements to be addressed Chapel 
House, Woodford, Thrapston. 

Rev. W. Evans, of Stalybridge, has 
accepted the pastorate of the church, 
Dover-street, Leicester. 

Mr. F. Green, late of Roxton, having 
removed to Manchester, is open to supply 
destitute churches. His address is 17, 
Runcorn-street, Chester-road, Man
chester. 

Rev. R. Morris, Garway, Hereford
shire, has accepted the invitation of the 
church at Wyken, near Coventry. 

Rev. J. Robinson, Landbeach, Carobs, 
is open to receive communications from 
vacant churches. 

Rev. Daniel Davies, late of Lanfi
hangel and Ewias Harold, has accepted 
an unanimous invitation to the pastorate 
of the English Church, at Treorkey, 
Rhondda-valley, Glamorganshire. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
THE recognition service in connection 
with the settlement of Rev. W. Dyson, 
as pastor of the church, Old Basford, 
was held July 25th. Tea was provided 
and · a public meeting held, Rev. W. 
Underwood, D.D., of Chilwell College, 
presiding. Able addresses were deli
vered by the Revs. J. Clifford, E. B. 
Jackson, C. Fortle, J. Felstead, and J. 
Fletcher. 

On Monday, 17th July, recognition 
services were held at Longford, near 
Coventry, in connection with the settle
ment of Rev. J. P. Barnett. Three hun
dred and fifty took tea in the school
room. The public meeting was presided 
over by Mr. G. Smith, the senior deacon, 
·who welcomed Mr. Barnett. The meet
ing was addressed by the Revs. W. B. 
Davis, E. C. Pike, H. Cross, S. Hilyard, 
G. L. Withers, and J. Barnett, the 
father of the pastor. 

BELPER SPECIAL RELIGIOUS SERVICES. 
-The formation of a Baptist church 
took place on Monday, the 17th of July, 
in the Infant Schoolroom. The devo
tional exercises were conducted by the 
Revs. C. A. Davis, J. T. Owers, \V. 
Dawkins, and H. Beddow. A list of 
twenty names was read of persons who 
desired to be constituted a church, and 
testimony borne as to their Christian 
character. The usual questions were 
put by Rev. C. Davis ancl Rev. J. T. 
Owers, Rev. H. Beddow gave the right 

hand of fellowship to those who consti
tuted it. The Lord's Supper was ad
ministered, and a number of friends from 
other denominations sat down at the 
table, as the church is formed on open 
communion principles. Rev. H. Beddow 
was unanimously electecl pastor, who 
then gave an address to the church. A 
soiree tea followed, and a public service 
to recognise Rev. H. Beddow was held 
after.tea, when the room was crowded. 
Mr. Young, one of the deacons of the 
Baptist Church at Wirksworth, was 
called to the chair. 

PRESENTATIONS. 
Two farewell sermons were preached 
in the Old Infant Schoolroom, Dorking, 
on Sunday, .July 30th, by Mr. Thomas 
Wheatley, who has resigned the pastorate 
of the church worshipping in the above 
room. On the following Wednesday, 
August 2nd, a public meeting was held. 
The chair was taken by Sir A. Cotton. 
Addresses were delivered by Revs. C. 
Slim, F. M. Smith, J. Sullivan, and G. 
Heath. During the evening a purse 
with about £10, collected by the exer
tions of Miss Smith, was presented to 
the pastor by Sir A. Cotton, on behalf of 
the church. 

NEW CHAPELS. 
THE opening services in connection 
with the South Shields Tabernacle, in 
Laygate-lane, commenced on July l!J 
with two sermons from the Rev. "\Y. 
Walters. On Sunday, sermons were 
preached in the morning by the Rev. ,Y. 
Hanson, in the afternoon by the Re,·. S. 
Chester. and in the evening by the Re,·. 
Dr. Hillier (the pastor). A. public tea. 
meeting, attended by 600 people, took 
place on Monday, the 24th ult. The 
mayor (E. Moore, Esq ) presided. and 
acldresses were given by the Ren. \V. 
Hanson, E. Baker, S. E. Neale, S. }I. 
M'Clelland, and G. Lawson. The choir, 
led by Mr. John Lee, sang very credit
ably, and Miss M. A. Gregory presided 
at the harmonium. The chapel is built 
at a cost of £2,000. A rr.ortgage of 
£1,000 remains on the building, and of 
the other thousand the church and 
friends have already collected £7139. 

Providence New Chapel, Coselev. 
was opened on the 18th July. It has 
cost about £1,650. In the morning " 
sermon was preached by the Rev, A.. 
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M'Laren, and in the evening tlie Rev. 
C. Yince, pTeacbed. In the afternoon a 
public meeting was held, under the pres
idency of J. S. ,vright, Esq. Addresses 
were given by Revs. B. C. Young. J. 
:%uarl, G. C. Empson, J. C. Whitaker, 
W. Walker, J. Bell, A. Cook, W. Lees, 
Messrs. S. Thompson, T. Turley, W. P. 
Greenway, and by the pastor, Rev. J. G. 
Greenhough, M.A. £1,100 bas been 
already subscribed by the congregation 
and friends, and· £200 promised condi
tionally as a loan by the Baptist Building 
Fund, leaving £350 still to be raised. The 
collections during the day amounted to 
upwards of £150. The opening services 
were continued on the 23rd and 30th ult., 
the Rev. J. Lord, preaching on the former 
occasion, and the Rev. J. Hanson, of 
Huddersfield, on the latter. The collec
tions on these days amounted to £100, 
making a total (for the whole of the ser
nces) of upwards of £250. 
· A meeting in connection with the 

newly formed Baptist church at Barnet 
was held in the Town Hall on the 19th 
July-to consider the advisability of 
purchasing the building. It was an
nounced that the whole of the building, 
standing on freehold ground, and capable 
of accommodating nearly400 people, might 
be obtained for £700, and if a deposit 
of £::!00 was paid at Michaelmas, the 
remainder could remain as a mortgage. 
J. Cooper, Esq., of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, presided, and read a letter 
from the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, expressing 
his sympathy with the movement. Earn
est and stirring addresses were also given 
by the Revs. D. Russell, C. Starling, and 
G. Dickerson, the pastor. It was also 
announced that, including a promise of 
£10 from Mr. Spurgeon, a sum of £50 
had been raised by collecting cards, &c. 

On Monday, July 10th, the foundation
stone of a chapel at Great Eccleston was 
laid by R. C. Richards, Esq. The friends 
then took tea in a large room at the 
Bowling Green Inn. At the meeting 
which followed, votes of thanks were 
passed to Mr. Jno. Hawthornthwa.ite, 
for his munificent donation of £100 ; 
to Lord Chesham, for the noble and 
generous manner in which he had con
veyed the land to the committee ; and to 
Mrs. Hall, the proprietress of the inn, 
for allowing the use of the room. 

The memorial-stone of a new chapel 

and schoolroom was la.id in Little 
Stukeley, Hunts, on Friday, July 21, by 
Bateman Brown, Esq., the following took 
part in the services, Revs. T. Aveling, 
T. Toller, J. H. Millard, B.A., and L. 
Llewellyn, and Messrs. Robinson and 
Cooper. The church at Little Stukeley is 
one of the group connected with Trinity 
Church, Huntingdon, and although min
istered to chiefly by Baptists, its mem
bership is open to all Christians. The 
chapel will cost altogether about £400. 

DEVONSIDRE SQUARE CHAPEL. - On 
June 27th an event of some little denom
inational importance took place in the 
opening of the new chapel of Devonshire 
Square for public worship. It is situated 
at the corner of the Walford-road, Stoke 
Newington. It is of the Gothic order, 
having a spire 110 feet high, and is 
capable of holding about 1,000 persons. 
Beneath the chapel there is a lecture hall 
to accommodate 800. The schoolroom 
holds 600, and there is a minister's house. 
The trustees have expended nearly 
£12,000 upon the new buildings. The 
contrast between the new and the old 
Devonshire Square Chapels is very great. 
The opening sermons were preached by 
the Rev. F. Tuckor, B.A., and the Rev. 
Donald Fraser, M.A. The congregations 
were very large. The number of minis
ters present was unusually great. Among 
them we noticed the Rev. J. ParkeT, 
D.D., E. Mannering, A. McAuslane, J. 
Hobson, W. Ballantyne, M.A., B. Preece, 
J. Clifford, M.A., R. A. Hatchard, P. V. 
Tymms, P. Gast, John Foster, &c. At 
the collation Mr. Alderman Cotton pre
sided, and the minister, the Rev. W. 
T. Henderson, gave a very interesting 
statement of the circumstances which 
had led to the present position of the 
church. The opening services were con
tinued as follows :-July 2nd, the Rev. 
W. T. Henderson and Rev. T. W. 
Aveling; July 9th, Rev. J. Hobson, and 
Rev. \V. Spensley; July 16th, Rev. Luke 
Wiseman, M.A., and Rev. Dr. Angus. 

The foundation-stone of the new chapel 
to be erected in Harris-street, Bradford, 
was la.id on Tuesday, August 7, by Mr. 
W. Stead. It was the suggestion of the 
Rev. J. P. Chown, the pastor, that the 
chapel should be inaugurated as a jubi
lee memorial. The au bscriptions already 
paid and promised a.mount to about 
£6,000. The building, it is expected, will 
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cost £12,000 or £13,000, making a total 
outlay of .£15,000 or £16,000. The interior 
of the chapel will contain about 1,200 
people. The Sunday-schools will adjoin, 
and are intended to be able to accommo
date about 600 children. The style of 
architecture of the new chapel will be 
Italian. There was a large assembly to 
witness the laying of the foundation
stone. Rev. J. P. Chown having deliv
ered an address, Mr. W. Stead adjusted 
the stone. A public meeting was held 
at St. George's Hall .in the evening, at 
which the Rev. J. P. Chown presided. 
The Rev. J. G. Miall delivered an ad
dress, and the Mayor of Leeds followed. 
Other speakers occupied the meeting till 
a late hour. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE anniversary services at Bowlash, 
W oolastone, Gloucestershire, were held 
on Wednesday, 26th July. Rev. W. H. 
Tetley preached in the morning. A 
public meeting was held in the afternoon, 
Mr. Nicholson in the chair. Addresses 
were delivered by Rev. D. Williams, 
Messrs. Ellis and Thomas, and Rev. 
R. F. Guyton, Mr. J. R. Smale, of 
Lydney, and Rev. W. H. Tetley. Rev. 
R. F. Guyton preached in the evening. 
There was a good attendance and a 
liberal collection. 

Bloomsbury Chapel Mission Hall, 
Moor-street, St. Giles, having been en
larged and painted at an expense of 
nearly £500, has been re-opened by ser
mons preached by the Rev. W. Stott and 
G. \V. M'Cree. On Wednesday evening, 
July 19th, a social meeting was held, 
when the Rev. Dr. Brock presided, and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
W. H. Burton, and Messrs. Frederick 
Benham, Robert Hogg, D. Raymond, J. 
Clarke, and other friends, the Rev. 
G. W. M'Cree, the pastor, being at 
-Liverpool with his son who was on his 
way to Canada. 

Mr. H. A. Fletcher (of Mr. Spurgeon's 
College), after supplying at the chapel, 
Potter-street, Harlow, Essex, for three 
months, received an unanimous invita
tion to accept the pastorate, and entered 
npon his labours on the first Sunday in 
May •. Since his first coming to this 
place the congregations have increased. 

· 'rhe interior of the chapel has had 
nothing done to it for many years. 

An estimate of the cost for the necessary 
repairs has been obtained, the sum being 
£205 10s. Towards this Mr. Gipps, for
merly pastor of the church, and five 
gentlemen who compose the Committee 
of Management, have ea.eh given £10. 
In addition some £40 have been collected 
in the neighbourhood. 

Special evangelistic services were con
ducted during the month of July in con
nection with several of the stations of 
the Baptist Irish Mission in the north of 
Ireland by Mr. Henry Thorne, of the 
Ouseburn Mission, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
The meetings at Portglenone, Ballymena, 
Conorgh Liggar, Garry Doo, Rasharkin, 
Tully, and in the County Derry were 
particularly interesting. In some cases 
the farm-houses were not large enough 
to hold the people. Many earnest ChriE
tians, mostly converted to God during 
the revival of 1859, gathered together at 
the meetings. 

About £100 having been spent in re
storing the Baptist Chapel, at Cutsdean, 
Worcestershire, from a state of great 
dilapidation to one of substantial com
fort and convenience, the re-opening ser-

1 vices were held on Sunday, July 30th, 
when two sermons were preached by 
Rev. J. Matthews. On the following 
Tuesday a public service was held in the 
chapel, at which Rev. Geo. 1foMichael, 
B.A., preached. The evening meeting 
was presided over by R. Comely, Esq., 
and addressed by Revs. \Y. Room, S. 
Hodo-es, W. R. Irvine, J. Matthews, J. 
Beniett, and R. _J\ikenhead. The pastor, 
R. Bray, stated that, including the sub
scriptions of friends throughout the 
Oxon Association, £65 were already 
raised. The collections at the re-opening 
services a.mounted to £10 9s. 

On Wednesday, August 2ntl, the 
annual meeting of the temporary iron 
bailding, in connection with Lordship
land Chapel, Dulw1ch, was held. To 
accommodate the expected company, a 
spacious tent was erected, and gaily 
decorated with flags, evergreens, a.nu 
flowers. At six o'clock, about 400 sat 
down to tea, and at seven, the chair was 
taken by W. Olney, Esq. The report, 
read by the secretary of the church, re
ferred to the growth of the cause. In 
April last, a church was formed of 
twenty-one members, with Mr. H. J. 
Tresidder as their pastor; and the number 



DENOMINATIONAL INTELLI0llNCE, 

has since increased to thirty-two. The 
attendance upon the ordinary services 
rendered it necessary for the church to 
contemplate the erection of a permanent 
building. The report referred to the 
various agencies est,iblished in connec
tion with the church, all of which pre
sented a prosperous appearance. Mr. 
Olney said that the important part of 
the report concerned the erection of a 
new chapel. They must all rejoice in 
the success which had been given to the 
work, and he trusted that they would 
that evening do their part towards the 
erection of the new building. The meet
ing should subscribe £100 that night. 
The Revs. T. J. Cole, J. Birts, W. R. 
Rowe. J. Sears, W. P. Tiddy, and J. E. 
Tresidder, Esq., addressed the meeting, 
and at the close the pastor announced 
that the amount received and promised 
was £113 Ss. 4d. 

SrLOH TREDEGAR MoN.-Special ser
vices were held in the above place on 
Sunday and Monday, July 9th and 10th. 
On Sunday, the spacious building, which 
will accommodate about 1,500, was filled, 
when three sermons were preached in 
Welsh by Rev. R. D. Roberts. The 
English sermon in the afternoon was 
preached by Mr. Philip Williams. On 
Monday the services were continued, 
when sermons were preached by the 
Revs. J. C. Powell, R. Williams, and 
R. D. Roberts. The congregations and 
collections throughout were very good. 

On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs
day. June 27. 28, and 29, a grand bazaar 
was held in the Town Hall, in aid of the 
building-fund of the Baptist church at 
Oakengates, Salop, under the pastorate 
of the Rev. Samuel Couling. There was 
a debt of about £500 resting upon the 
chapel, and the friends being desirous of 
reducing this debt as much as possible, 
have been making vigorous efforts for 
the accomplishment of this object. The 
receipts exceeded :£70. 

LONDON BAPTIST ARSOCIATION. -The 
usual quarterly meeting was held on 
Tuesday, June 27th, at Arthur-street 
Chapel, CamberwelL The morning meet
ing of ministers commenced with a 
devotional service, after which the Rev. 
Charles Stovel read a paper on " Sugges
tions for the Times." A very animated dis
cussion followed. A wish was expressed 
for a resumption of the conference at 

the next quarterly meeting. Dr. Landols 
Dr. Rrock, R. Marten, J. U. Davis, \Y. 
P. Ilalfern, and W. Stott took part in 
the discussion. Dinner was laid out in 
the schoolroom, and the brethren had 
the priYilege of being waited upon by 
the deacons of Arthur- street. In the 
afternoon, the quarterly meeting of the 
pastors and delegates was held, when 
a paper was read by the Rev. C. Stanford 
on "The World in the Church." The 
customary business of the association 
was transacted. The chairman (Rev. F. 
Tucker) touchingly alluded to the death 
of the Rev. John Keed, of Acton, and it 
was agreed that a suitable record of the 
sad event should be inserted in the 
minutes. In the evening the President 
occupied the chair, and addresses were 
given by the Rev. D. Jones, B.A., the 
Hon. and Rev. B. W. Noel, M.A., and 
A. G. Brown. 

FLEETPOND AND HOPE CHAPELS.-The 
anniversary services of the united church 
under the pastorate of John Young, 
were held on June 6th. T. S. Anderson, 
of Deptford, preached in Fleetpond 
Chapel in the afternoon. The subse
quent services of the day were in Hope 
Chapel. It was well filled both to the 
tea and public meeting, at which ad
dresses were delivered, three or. four 
ministerial brethren, including }Ir. 
Anderson, the pastor, presiding. 

On Monday, June 19th, the annual 
meeting of Hayhill Chapel, Bath, was 
held in the Guildhall of that city. After 
tea the pastor, Rev. J. R. Chamberlain, 
took the chair, and stated that in the 
first year much had been done. The 
chapel was opened on May 4th, 1870. 
A few mouths later a church of seventy
eight members was formed, to which 
some additions had since been made. 
Subsequently a small Sunday-school had 
been opened, in which sixty-six children 
had been enrolled in the first three 
months. The total annual income of the 
church, as shown by the treasurer's last 
balance-sheet, was for all purposes £400. 
The debt upon the chapel a week pre
vious was :£1,800, but last Tuesday the 
people had been called together to bear a 
statement from the treasurer of the 
Building Fund, and at the conclusion of 
the meeting £130 was given or promised, 
a sum which has since been increased to 
£157, leaving the debt at present at 
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£1,643, which they hope to clear off in 
about ten years. Addresses were then 
deliverer! by the Reva. R. Glour, J. 
Penney, J. Ross, G. D. Evans, D. Wor
sell, J. Davies, and R. Wallace. 

The triennial meetings of the Western 
and Devon Associations of churches, 
have recently been held at the Upton
vale Chapel. The services commenced 
on Monday, when a sermon to the young 
was preached by the Rev. R. Lewis. 
On Tuesday there was a conference of 
the ministers and messengers. A sermon 
was subsequently delivered by the Rev. 
F. Bosworth, M.A. The afternoon 
meeting was devoted to hearing the 
reports of the various churches. The 
"association sermon" was preached in 
the evening by the Rev. R. A. Griffin. 
On Wednesday the Conference of the 
previous day was resumed. For a period 
of twenty years the Rev. l!:. Webb has 
been the secretary of the Devon Associa
tion, and he has discharged his duties 
with so much assiduity and satisfaction 
that some few years since it was decided 
to present him with a testimonial. The 
presentation, consisting of a purse con
taining £158 6s. 4d. was made on Wed
nesday, by Mr. P. Adams, of Plymouth. 
The Rev. E. Webb stated that there are 
in this county eleven good men and true, 
who, during the past year have made 
20,000 visits, distributing 15,000 tracts, 
and held over 2,000 preaching services. 
This laborious work bad been effected at 
a total expense of £783,leaving a balance 
of £23 in the band of the treasurer to 
commence the operations of the pre
sent year. The memorial fund bad re
ceived £768 repaid, and £18 interest. 
This money, it was explained, was lent 
to churches for chapel and school build
ing and restoration, without interest. 
The Rev. G. \V. Humphreys followed 
with a report of the proceedings during 
the year of the Western Association, of 
which be is secretary. From his state
ment it appeared that five evangelists 
are supported by the association, who 
are stationed at or near Dorchester, 
Crewkerne, Chard, Stoke St. Gregory, 
and Taunton. The total expenditure 
had been slightly over £287, leaving an 
adverse balance of £30. Speeches were 
subsequently delivered by the Rev. J. 
Aldis, the Rev. ,v. Ode!, the Rev. W. 
Page, and Mr. T. Nicholson. 

SHEPHERD'S Busn.-The annual meet-

ing at Avenue-road Chapel, Shepherd's 
Bush, W., was held on Tuesrlav evening 
4th July. Dr. Gladstone, F.R.S. occu'. 
pied the chair. Mr. Beech, th~ trea
surer, read his report, from which it 
appeared that the church had paid off a 
considerable portion of debt restino on 
the chapel. The Rev. Chaa. Graham, 
the pastor, made an interestin" speech 
in which he referred to the wo~k of th~ 
church during the past year. The meet
ing was also addressed by the Revs. 
Henry Miller (Presbyterian), H. Cocks 
G. D. Macgregor, R. Macbeth, W. Orr: 
J. Alexander, Esq., and Sir W. King
hall. 

Recently an effort has been ma<le to 
revive the Baptist cause in Monkwear
mouth, and the first anniversary services 
of Enon Chapel since the Rev. E. S. 
Neale has been pastor was held. Dr. 
Hillier, of South Shields, preached to 
large congregations. A tea meeting was 
given in the Workmen's-hall, when 
nearly 600 sat down. In the long room 
the ladies of the congregation held a 
bazaar, which was very successful. 
A~er the tea a public meeting took 
place in the hall, .Mr. William Harty 
presiding. The Rev. E. S. Neale said be 
commenced with eleven people, two of 
whom soon afterwards left, and now he 
had a congregation of 250, while the 
membership roll numbered 42. There 
was also a Sunday-school, with 150 
scholars, and a superintendent and eigh
teen teachers. The total amount raised 
during the year for all purposes was 
about £270, and out of that sum the 
needs of the poor had not been forgotten. 
The Rev. ,v. Banks, the Rev. W. Pipe, 
Dr. Hillier, and Mr. Harle afterwards 
delivered addresses. 

A bazaar in aid of the building fund of 
the new Baptist Chapel, Gold-hill, Chai
font St. Peter, Bucks (Rev. '\V. B. Boh
ling, pastor), was opened on Tuesday. 
the 4th of July, by J. J. Smith, Esq., of 
Watford, and continued the two follow
ing days. The weather each day was 
more or less unpropitious; still there was 
a fair attendance of visitors, and about 
£65 were realised. 

THE BAPTIST CONFERE.'-C'E, IRELA:'.'!D. 
-The annual Conference of the pastors, 
evangelists, and delegates in Ireland, 
was held in Tubbermore, Co. Derry. on 
Tuesday and '\Vednesday, June 27th and 
28th, under the auspices of the London 
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Committee. The meetings were held in 
the chapel in which the renowned Dr, 
Carson laboured for more than thirty 
yea.rs. Most of the ministers visited the 
old Presbyterian meeting-house which 
this celebrated scholar and champion 
of Divine truth abandoned, when he 
embraced the Baptist principles. On 
Tuesday the brethren met in a prayer 
meeting, presided over by the venerable 
W. Hamilton, Carrickfergus. Ju the 
evening Rev. C. Kirtland, London, and 
Rev. D. McCrorey, Derryneil, · preached 
to a dense congregation. On Wednesday 
morning a prayer meeting was held, over 
which Rev. John Douglas, Portadown, 
presided. At the mid-day sederunt the 
Rev. John Edwards, London, presided. 
It was recommended that Missionaries 
able to preach in the Irish tongue should 
be designated to those districts occupied 
by the Irish-speaking population. Rev. 
S. J. Banks, Banbridge, read an able 
paper on ministerial education. A reso
lution of condolence and sympathy with 
Mrs. Middleditch was unanimously 
agreed to. Her deceased husband during 
his secretariate had endeared himself to 
the Irish brethren. In the evening a 
public meeting was held over which Rev. 
J. Edwards presided. Addresses were 
delivered by Rev. R. M. Henry, Belfast, 
on " America;" by Rev. D. E. Evans, 
Dublin, on " Decision of Character ;" by 
Rev. W. S. Eccles, Grange Corner, on 
"Parental training ;" by Rev. T. Ber_ry, 
Athlone, on "The means of extendmg 
the Gospel in Ireland ;" and by the Rev. 

Mr. Gallaher, on "Early piety." Mr. 
Henry's address places him among the 
first pulpit orators of the day. A vote 
of thanks was passed to the chairman for 
his able address, for his dignified conduct 
in the chair, and for his kindness in 
visiting Ireland. A vote of thanks was 
recorded to Mr. Beale, London, for his 
fraternal letter to the Conference. Votes 
of thanks were also passed to Rev. R. 
.H. Carson, and Mrs. Carson, to John 
Graham, Esq. and Mrs. Graham, to Mrs. 
James Graham, and the Misses Graham 
of Magbesafelt, and to other friends for 
the hospitalities they had so liberally 
provided. On the kind invitation-of Rev. 
Mr. Evans, the Conference will meet 
next year in Dublin. 

BAPTISMS. 
Belper.-July 5, One, by H. Beddow. 
Bethel Lower Cha,pel, Breconshire.-May7, Tweh"e; 

July 30, Five, by J. L. Evans, the minister; 
Chester, Hamilton-ple.ce.-July 23, Two, by P. 

Price. · 
Eretei·, Bartholomew-street.--July 30, Two, by 

Rev. Dr. Cooper, the pastor. 
Eve, Suffolk.-August 6, One, by J. Clark, pastor. 
Guilford.-J o:ne 25, Five, by C. Slim. 
Luton, Po.rk-street.-August 3, Ten, by J. W. 

Genders. 
Metropolitan Dist1·ict-
Chis"wick.-J uly 25, Two, and on August 61 Three, 

by J. Stubbs. . 
Metropilitan Tabernacle.-August 3, Fifteen, by 

J. A. Spurgeon. 
Port,rrwuth, Landport, Lake-roe.d.-August 2 

Three, by T. W. Medhurst. 
PortsTTUJuth, Gospel-hall, Commereial-roa.d.-

August 11, Two, by T. W. Medhurst. 
Stmtford-on-Avon.-August2, Two, by E.Morley. 
Sydney.-August 3, Four, by M. S. Ridley. 
Willenhall, Lichfield-street.-July 30, Twelve, 

by W. H. Walker, pastor. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON, 

Sta.tement of Receipts from Jitly 20th to August l 7th, 1871. 

£ s. d. 
:::,:;_ w. ... ... o 1 o Legacy late Rev. R. 
c. c. ... ... o 2 G i1:Ctiso~~~- 1~-~ssrs. 

~·h!~i-~~e~·Dro.m;field O ~ Mrs. Bickmore 
T \Vu Sisten:i 0 G 0 Mrs. Gee . .. •·· 
..'\. Friend at Willi- J. A. M. 

bled on ... .•. 0 4 0 Mrs. C. Henderson, .. 
First fruits 4 10 O Mr. J. Macdougall ... 
Friend at A.Ebdol!I. O G O Mr. W. Davison 
~Irs. ITden Gloag !'.J O O W. F. S. •·· ··· ··· 
Mr. \V. lJ~c:li.soD o 10 O 1fr. J. Benson, Junr. 

£ s. d. 

8 3 4 
JO O 0 

1 0 0 
0 10 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 :.; 
0 /,'j 

0 4 
0 10 
1 1 

Cruigie 1 o o :lHif>s Hayward, per 

Dr. Heilby ... ... } g O A hi1~~:c1•w~si°iia·;.: 2 O 

1(\::1~~. ~1:;.1~·~._;:i!J-lG o '.2 i tlepool ... .•. ... 0 10 0 
Mrs. Turnbull ... ... J O O Mr. J. Atkiason O JO 0 
Mr. C. T. Hodge •.. 5 0 0 Mi8B Adair ..• ... 1 0 0 

~Ira. Baker, per Re,. 
F.G. Marchant ... 

A frientl1 per ReY. J. 
Lang ........ . 

Collection at Lake
road Chapcl, Lancl
port, par Rev. T. 
W. Meclhurst... ... 

Weekly Offerings at 
Metropolitan Ta
lJcrnu.cle, July 28 

,, 30 
Aug. G 

13 

£ s. d. 

O 4 0 

1 1 0 

11 7 

20 11 
40 0 
45 3 
33 5 S 

Mr. J. Scult ...... 10 0 0 Mr. William Taylor 1 0 0 . 
Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle· 
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AN UNALTERABLE STATUTE.• 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT TIIE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPURGEOX, 

"Without shedding of blood there is no remission.''-Hebrews ix. 22. 

EVERYWHERE undeT the old figurative dispensation, blood was sure to greet vour 
eyes, It was the one most prominent thing under the Jewish economy, scarcely a 
ceremony was observed without it. You .could not enter into any part of the 
tabernacle but you saw traces of the blood-sprinkling. Sometimes there were 
bowls of blood cast at the foot of the altar. The place looked so like a shambles, 
that to visit it must have been far from attractive to the natural taste, and to 
delight in it, a man had need of a spiritual understanding and a lively faith. The 
slaughter of animals was the manner of worship ; the effusion of blood was the 
appointed rite, and the diffusion of that blood on the floor, on the curtains, and 
on the vestments of the· priests, was the constant memorial. When Paul savs that 
almost all things were, under the law, purged with blood, he alludes t~ a few 
things that were exempted. Thus you will find in several passages the people were 
exhorted to wash their clothes, and certain persons who had been unclean from 
physical causes, were bidden to wash their clothes with water. Garments worn 
by men were usually cleansed with water. After the defeat of the Midianites, of 
which you read in the book of Numbers, the spoil which had been polluted had 
to be purified before it was claimed by the tictorious Israelites. According to the 
ordinance of the law,which the Lord commanded Moses, some of the goods, such 
as raiment and articles made of skins or goat's hair, were purified with water, 
while other things that were of metal that could abide the fire, were purified by 
fire. Still the Apostle refers to a literal fact, when he says that almost all things, 
garments being the only exception, were purged, under the law, with blood. Then 
he refers to it as a general truth under the old legal dispensation, that there was 
never any pardoning of sin except by blood. Jn one case only was there an 
apparent exception, and even that goes to prove the universality of the rule, because 
the reason for the exception is so fully given. The trespass offering, referred 
to as an alternative, in Leviticus v. 11, might, in extreme cases of exc~ssive poverty, 
be a bloodless offering. If a man was too poor to bring an offering from the flock, 
he was to bring two turtle-doves or young pigeons; but if he was too poor even 
for that, he might offer the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering, 
without oil or frankincense, and it was cast upon the fire. That is the one 
solitary exception thl'Ough nil the types. In every plac~, at every ti~e, in every 
instance where sin had to be removed, blood must flow, life must be given. The 
one exception we have noticed, gives emphasis to the statute ~hat, " with_out 
shedding of blood, there is no remission." Under the Gospel there 1s no except10n, 
not such an isolated one as there was under the law; no, not even for the extremely 
poor. Such we all are spiritually. Since we have not any of us to bring an 
offering, any llll)re than an offering to bring; but we have all ?f us t~ take t~e 
offering which has already been presented,_ and to accept the sacrifice which Cm:1st 
has of Himself made in our stead, there 1s now no cause or ground for exemption 
to ;ny man of ~oman born, nor ever shall there be, eithe! in this w:or~d o,; in t~at 
which is to come,-" Without shedding of blood, there 1s no rem1ss1on. W 1th 

* Thie Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is re:erved. 
No, 155, NEW SERIES, 
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great simplicity then, as it concerns our salvation, may I ask the attention of each 
?ne here present, to this great matter which intimately concems our everlasting 
mterests. 

I ga~her from the text, first of all, the encouraging fact that tlierc is such a tliing 
as re~ission-t~ia~ is ,;o say, the remission of sin. "'Yithout shedding of blood 
there 1s no rem1ss1on. Blood has been shed, and there 1s therefore hope concerning 
such a thing. Remission, notwithstanding the stern requirements of the law, is 
not to be abandoned in sheer despair. The word remission means the putting away 
of debts. Just as sin may be regarded as a debt incurred to God, so that debt may 
be )Jlotted out, cancelled_, and obliterated. The sinner, God's debtor, may cease to 
be m deb~ by compensation? by_full a?quittance, and may be set free by virtue of 
such remission. Such a thmg 1s possible, Glory be to God, the remission of all 
sin of which it is possible to repent is possible to be obtained. Whatever the 
tran:5gression of any man may be, pardon is possible to him if repentance be possible 
to him. U nrepented sin is unforgivable sin. If he confess his sin and forsake it, 
then shall he find mercy. God bath so declared it, and He will not be unfaithful 
to His word. "Dut is there not," saith one, "a sin which is unto death?" Yea, 
verily, though I know not what it is ; nor do we think that any who have enquired 
iuto the subject have been able to discover what that sin is; this much seems 
clear, that practically the sin is unforgivable because it is never repented of, The 
man who commits it becomes, to all intents and purposes, dead in sin in a more 
deep and lasting sense even than the human race is as a whole, and he is given up 
case-hardened-his conscience seared, as it were, with a hot iron, and henceforth he 
will seek no mercy. But all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men. For lust, for robbery, for adultery-yea, for murder, there is forgiveness 
with God, that He may be feared. He is the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
passing by transgression, iniquity, an<! sin .• 

.A.nd thiR forgiveness which is possible is, according to the Scriptures, complete; 
that is to say, when God forgives a man his sin He does it outright. He blots out 
the debt without any back reckoning. He does not put away a part of the man's 
sin and leave him accountable for the rest, but in the moment in which a sin is 
forgiven, his iniquity is as though it had never been committed; he is received in 
the Father's house and embraced with the Father's love as if he had never erred; 
he is made t'.J stand before God as accepted, and in the same condition as though he 
had never transgressed. Blessed be God, believer, there is no sin in God's Book 
ao-ainst thee, If thou hast believed thou art forgiven-forgiven not partially, but 
altoa-ether. The handwriting that was against thee is blotted out, nailed to the 
eras~ of Christ, and can never be pleaded against thee any more for ever. The 
pardon is complete. 

Moreover, this is a present pardon. It is an imagination of some (very deroga
tory to the Gospel) that you cannot get pardon till you come to die, and perhaps 
then in some mysterious way, in the last few minutes, you may be absolved; but 
we preach to you, in the. name of _Jesus, immediate and presell:t pardon_ for 3:11 
trans"ressions-a pardon given in an mstant-the moment that a smner believes m 
Jesus"· not as thouo-h a disease were healed gradually and requi.red months and 
lon°· );ears of progre~s. True the corruption of our nature is such a disease, and 
the°sill that dwelleth in us m~st be daily and hourly mortified; but as for the guilt 
of our trarno-rassions before God and the debt incurred to His justice, the remission 
thereof is n,;'t a thing of progress and degree. The pardon o_f a sinner is g~anted at 
00.oe; it will be given to any of you t?-night wh? ac_cept it-yea, and g1ven_you 
in such a way that you shall never lose it .. Once forg~v~n, you shall be forgiven 
:!.'or ever, and none of the consequences of sm shall be visited upon you, You shall 
L.e a1suLved unreser,edly and eternally, 60 that when the heavens are on a blaze, 
and the great white throne is set -up, and the last great assize is held, you may 
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stand boldly before the judgment-seat and fear no accusation, for the forgiveness 
which God Himself vouchsafes He will never revoke. 

I will add to t~is on~ other remark. The man '!ho gets this pardon 
may know he has it. Did he merely hope he had 1t, that hope might 
often struggle with fear. Did he merely trust he had it, many a qualm 
might startle him; but to know that he has it is a sure ground of peace to 
the heart. Glory be to God, the privileges of the covenant of grace are not 
only matte'rs of hope and surmise, but they are matters of faith, conviction 
and assurance. Count it not presumption for a man to believe God's Word. 
God's own Word it is that says, "Whosoever believeth in Jesus Christ is not 
condemned." If I believe iiI Jesus Christ, then I am not condemned. What 
right have I to think I am? If God says I am not, it would be presumption on 
my part to think I am condemned. It cannot be presumption to take God's Word 
just as He gives it to me. " Oh," saith one, " how happy should I be if this 
might be my case." Thou hast well spoken, for blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven and whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord doth 
not impute iniquity. "But," saith another, "I should hardly think such a great 
thing could be possible to such an one as I am." Thou reasonest after the manner 
of the sons of men. Know then that as high as the heaven8 are above the earth, so 
high are God's ways above your ways, and His thoughts above your thoughts. It 
is yours to err, it is God's to forgive. You err like a man, but God does not par
don like a man; He pardons like a God, so that we burst forth with wonder and 
sing, "Who is a God like unto Thee, that passeth by transgression, iniquity and 
sin?" When you make anything it is some little work suitable to your abilities, 
but our God made the heavens. When you forgive, it is some forgiveness suitable 
to your nature and circumstances; but when He forgives, He displays the riches of 
His grace on a grander scale than your finite mind can comprehend. Ten thou
sand sins of blackest dye, sins of a hellish hue He doth in a moment put away, for 
He deligb.teth in mercy; and judgment is His strange work. ".As I live, saith 
the Lord, I have no pleasure ia. the death of him that dieth, but had rather 
that he turn unto Me and live." This is a joyful note with which my text fur
nishes me. There is no remission except with blood; but there is remission, for 
the blood has been shed. 

Coming more closely to the text, we have now to insist on its great lesson, that 
-though there be pardon of sin it is never without blood. That is a sweeping 
sentence, for there are some in this world that are trusting for the pardon of ;in to 
their repentance. It, beyond question, is your duty to repent of your sin. If you 
have disobeyed God you should be sorry for it. To cease from sin is but the duty 
of the creature, else sin is not the violation of God's holy law. But be it known 
unto you, that all the repentance in the world cannot blot out the smallest sin. 
If you had only one sinful thought cross your mind, and you should grieve over 
that all the days of your life, yet the stain of that sin could not be removed even 
by the anguish it cost you. ,vhere repentance is the work of the Spirit of God, 
it is a very precious gift, and is a sign of grace, but _there is no atoning pow_er in 
repentance. In a sea-full of penitential tears there 1s not the p0wer or the vu~ue 
to wash out one spot of this hideous uncleanness. Without the _blood-sheddmg 
there is no remission. But others suppose, that at any rate, active reforma_t1on 
growino- out of repentance may achieve the task. What if drunkenness be g1 ven 
up and temperance become the rule? What if licentiousness be abandoned and 
chastity adorn the character? What if dishonest dealing be relinquished and 
integrity be scrupulously maintained in every action? I say, 'tis well; I woul~ to 
God such reformations took place everywhere,-yet for all that debts a_lready 1:11-
curred are not paid by our not getting-_ into debt_ fU:rther, an~ past delmqnen~1es 
are not condoned by future good behav10ur. So sm 1s not rem1tted by reformat10n. 
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'.{'houg~ ye should suddenlJ; b~co_me immaculate as an!sels (not that such a thing 
1s possible to you, for _the Eth10pmn cannot change his skm nor the leopard his 
spots), your reformat10ns could make no atonement to God for the sins that aro 
past in the days that you have transgwessed against Him. " What then " saith 
the. man, " ~hall I do ? " There are those who think that now their prayers and 
their hu~blmgs of soul may perhaps effect something for them. Your prayers, if 
they be srnce~e! I wo1;1ld not stay ; rather do I hope ~hey may be such prayers 
as betoke1;1 sp1r1tu~l life .. But, oh, dear hearer, there 1s no efficacy in prayer to 
blot out sm. I will put 1t strongly. All the prayers of all the saints on earth 
and, if the ~aints in heaven could all join, all their prayers could not blot out 
through their owi:i natural efficacy the sin of a single evil word. No, there is no 
deterrent power m prayer. God has never set it to b(l a cleanser. It has its uses 
and its .aluable uses. It is one of the privileges of the man who prays, that he 
prays acceptably, but prayer itself can never blot out the sin without the blood. 
" Without the shedding of blood there is no remission," pray as you may. 

There are persons who have thought that self denial and mortifications of an extraor
dinary kind might rid them of their guilt. We do not often come across such 
people in our circle, yet there be those who in order to purge themselves of sin 
flagellate their bodies, observe protracted fasts, wear sackcloth and hair shirts 
next their skin, and even some have gone so far as to imagine that to refrain from 
ablutions and to allow their body to be filthy was the readiest mode of purifying 
their soul. .A strange infatuation certainly ! Yet to-day in Hindostan you shall 
find the fakir passing his body through marvellous sufferings and distortions, in 
the hope of getting rid of sin. To what purpose is it all? Methinks I hear the 
Lord say " What is this to me that thou didst bow thy head like a bulrush, and 
wrap thyself in sackcloth, and eat ashes with thy bread, and mingle wormwood 
with thy drink ? Thou hast broken My law; these things cannot repair it; thou 
hast done injury to My honour by thy sin; but where is the righteousness that 
reflects honour upon My Name?" The old cry in the olden days wa~ "Where
withal shall we come before God?" and they said, " Shall we give our firstborn 
for our transgression, the fruit of our body for the sin of our soul ?" Alas ! it was 
all in vain. Here stands the sentence. Here for ever must it stand, "Without 
shedding of blood there is no remission." It is the life God demands as the penalty 
due for sin, and nothing but the life indicated in the blood-shedding will ever 
satisfy Him. 

Observe, again, how this sweeping text puts away all confidence in ceremony, 
even the ceremonies of God's own ordinance. There are some who suppose that sin 
can be washed away in baptism. Ah, futile fancy! The expression where it is 
once used in Scripture implies nothing of the k;ind-it h~s no su~h meaning as some 
attach to it, for that very Apostle, of whom 1t was said, gloried that he h~d n~t 
baptized many persons lest they should suppose there was _some e!fi.cacy_ m his 
administration of the rite. Baptism is an admirab~e ordmance l?- ~h1ch ~he 
believer holds fellowship with Christ in His death. It _is a symbol; it_ 1s 1?-othin_g 
more. Tens of thousands and millions have been bapt1zed and have died m their 
sins. Or what profit is there in the unbloody sacrifice of the Mass," as A~tichrist 
puts it? Do any say it is "an unbloody sacrifice," yet at the.same time o~er 
it for a propitiation for sin-we fling this text in their faces, '.' W1tho~t sheddmg 
of blood there is no remission." Do they reply that the blood 1s there m the bod,Y 
of Christ. We answer that even were it so, that would not meet the case, for. it 
is without the shedding of blood-wit~out the blood-she~ding; t~e _blood ~s dis
tinct from the flesh ; without the sheddmg of blood there 1s no rem1ss10n of sm .. 

And here I must pass on to make a distinctio1;1 that will ~o deeper ~tp.1. 
Jesus Christ Himself cannot save us, apart from His blood. It 1s a ~uppos1tion 
which only folly has ever made, but we must refute even the hypothesis of folly, 



AN UNALTER,\BLE STATUTE. 

when it affir1;0s that the example of Christ can put away human sin, that the holy life 
of Jesus Christ has put the race on such a good footing with God that now He can 
f?rgive its faults and its transgression, Not so; not the holiness of Jesus, not the 
life of Jesus, not the death of Jesns, but the blood of Jesus only; for "Without 
shedding of blood there is no remission." 

And I have met with some who think so much of the second coming of Christ, 
that they seem to have fixed their entire faith upon Christ in His glory. I believe 
this to be the fault of Irvingism-that, too much it holds before the sinner's eye 
Christ on the throne, whereas, thongh Christ on the throne is ever the loved and 
adorable, yet we must see Christ upon the Cross, or we never can be saved. Thv 
faith must not be placed merely in Christ glorified, bnt in Christ crucified. "God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cro,s of our Lord Jesus Christ." "We 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling-block and to the Greeks foolish
ness." I remember one person who was united with this Church (the dear sister 
may be present now), that had been for some years a professor, and had never• 
enjoyed peace with God, nor produced any of the fruits of the Spirit. She said, 
"I have been in a church where I was taught to rest upon Christ glorified, and I 
did so fix· my confidence, such as it was, upon Him, that I neither had a sense 
of sin, nor a sense of pardon, for Christ crucified! I did not know, and until I 
had seen Rini as shedding His blood and making a propitiation, I never entered 
into rest." Yes, we will say it again, for the text is vitally important: "Without 
the shedding of blood, there is no remission," not even with Christ Himself. It 
is the sacrifice that He has offered for us, that is, the means of putting away our 
sin,-this, and nothing else. 

Let us pass on a little further with the same truth. This remission of sin is to 
be found at the foot of the Cross. There is remission to be had through Jesus 
Christ, whose blood was shed. The hymn we sang at the commencement of the 
service gave you the marrow of the doctrine. We owe to God a debt of punish
ment for sin. Was that debt due or not? If the law was right, the penalty 
ought to be exacted. If the penalty was too severe, and the law inaccurate, 
then God made a mistake. But it is blasphemy to suppose that. The law then 
being a righteous law, and the penalty just, shall God do an unjust thing? It will 
be an unjust thing for Him not to carry out the penalty. Would you have Him 
to be unjust? He had declared that the soul that sinned should die; would you 
have God to be a liar ? Shall He eat His worda to save His creatures ? "Let God 
be true, and every man a liar." The law's sentence must be carried out. It was 
inevitable that if God maintained the prerogative of His holiness, He must punish 
the sins that men have committed. How, then, should He save us ? Behold the 
plan! His dear Son, the Lord of glory, takes upon Himself human nature, comes 
into the place of as many as the Father gave Him, stand in their standing, and 
when the sentence of justice had been proclai~ed, and _the sword of_ vengeance 
had leaped out of its scabbard, behold the glorious substitute bares His arm, and 
he says "Strike O sword, but strike 1l/e, and let My people go." Into the very 
soul of 'Jesus th~ sword of the law pierced, and His blood was shed, the blood, 
not of one who was man only, but of One who, by ~is being a~ eternal_ sRir.it, 
was able to offer up Himself without spot unto God, m _a _way which gave mfimte 
efficacy to His sufferings. He, through the eternal Spmt, _we '.1re told, offered 
Himself without spot to God. Being in His own natn:e mfimte!y ?eyo1:1d the 
nature of m:an, comprehending all the natures of man as it were within Himself, 
by reason of the majesty of His person, He was able to offer an atonement tc 
God of infinite, boundless, inconceivable sufficiency. . . 

What our Lord suffered none of us can tell. I am sure of this : I would not dis
parage or under-estimate His physical sufferings-the tortures He endured in His 
body-but I am equally sure that we can none of us exaggerate or over-value the 
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sufferings of rn~~ a sonl n~ !-lis; thC'y_ nre beyond nil conception. So puro nnd rn 
perfect, so C'xqms1tdy scns1ti,·c and so m1mnrulntelJ' holy wns He, thnt to ho num
bcrC'd w!th trnns_grcssoi:s, to bC' smitten by His Fnthcr, to die (shnll I sny it P) tho 
denth ol the 1111c1rcumc1sed by t.ho hnnd of st.rnngers, wns the very essence of bitter
ness, the consummation of anguish. "Yet it plcnsed the Fnthcr to hrnise Him; 
He hnth put Him to grief." His rnrrows in themselves wN·e wlrnt the G!'cek 
ltnrgy well calls them, "unknown sufferings, grent griefs." Hence, too, their 
efficacy is boundless, without limit. Now, therefore, God is nble to forgiYo sin. 
He has punished the sin on Christ ; it becomes justice ns well as mercy thnt God 
should blot out those_ dehts which hnd been paid. It were unjust-I spenk with 
reverence, but yet with holy boldness-it were unjust on the part of the infinite 
Majesty, to lay to my charge a single sin which was laid to the charge of my 
substitute. If my surety took my sin, He released me, and T am clear. Who shall 
res~scitate judgment against ~e when I have been condemned in the person of my 
'SaVIour? Who shall commit me to the flames of Gehenna, when Christ, my 
substitute, has suffered the tantamount of hell for me? Who shall lay anything to 
my charge when Christ has had all my crimes laid to His charge, answered for 
them, expiated them, and received the token of quittance from them, in that He 
w-as raised from the dead that he might openly vindicate that justification in which 
by grace I am called and privileged to share. This is all -very simple, it lies in 
a nut-shell, but do we all receive it-have we all accepted it? Oh, my dear 
hearers, the text is full of warning to some of you. You may have an amiable 
disposition, an excellent character, a serious turn of mind, but you scruple at 
accepting Christ, you stumble at this stumbling-stone, you split on this rock. How 
can I meet your hapless case? I shall not reason with you. I forbear to enter 
into any argument. I ask you one question. Do you believe this Bible to be 
inspired of God? Look then at that passage, "Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission." What say you? Is it not plain, absolute, conclusive? 
Allow me to draw1he inference. If you have not an interest in the blood-shedding 
which I have briefly endeavoured to describe, is there any remission for you? Can 
there be i' Your own sins are on your head now. Of your hand shall they be 
demanded at the coming of the great Judge. You may labour, you may toil, you 
may be sincere in your convictions and quiet in your conscience, or you may be 
tossed about with your scruples, but as the Lord liveth there is no pardon for you 
except through 1hls shedding of blood. Do you r~ject it? On y~ur ?Wn ~ead will 
lie the peril! God has spoken. It cannot he said that your rum 1s designed by 
Him when your own remedy is !evealtd by _Him. . . . . . 

He bids you take the way whwh He appomts, and 1f you reJect it, yoll: must die. 
Your death is suicide, be it deliberate, accidental, or through error <if Judgment. 
Your blood be on your own head. You are warned. 

On the other hand, what a far-reaching consolation the text gives us! "Without 
shedding of blood, there is no remission," but where there is the blood-shedding, 
there is remission. If thou hast come to Christ thou art saved. If thou canst 
say from thy very heart,-

" My faith" doth lay her·band 
On that dear bead of thine, 

While like a. penitent I stand, 
And here confess my sin.·' 

Then, yonr sin is gone. Where is that young man?_ where is that young woman? 
wh~re are 1hose anxious hearts that have been saymg: "We would be pardoned 
nowi'" Oh, look, look, look, look to the crucified Saviour, and you are pardoned. 
Ye may go your way, inasmuch as you have accepted God's atonement. Daughter, 
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be of good_ cheer, thy sins which are many, are forgiven thte. Son, rejoice, for thy 
transgressions are blotted out. 

My last· word shall be this. You that are teachers of others and trying to do 
good, cleave fast to this doctrine. Let this be the front, the centre, the pith, and 
the marrow of all you have to testify. I often preach it, but there is never a 
a Sabbath in which I go to my bed with such inward content as when I have 
preached the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ Then I feel " If sinners are lost I 
have none of their blood upon me." This is the soul-saving doctrine, grip it and 
you shall have laid hold of eternal life: reject it, and you reject it to your confusion. 
Oh keep to this. Martin Luther used to say that every sermon ought to have the 
doctrine of justification by faith in it. True; but let it have the doctrine of 
atonement in it. He says he could not get the doctrine of justification by faith 
into the Wurtembergers' heads, and he felt half inclined to take the book into the 
pulpit and.fling it at their heads in order to get it in, I am afraid he would not 
have succeeded if he had. But oh ! how wonld I try to hammer again and again 
and again upon this one nail, "The blood is the life thereof." " When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you." 

Christ giving up His life in pouring out His blood-it is this that gives pardon 
and peace to every one of you if you will but look to Him-pardon now, complete 
pardon; pardon for ever. Look away from all other confidences, and rely upon 
the sufferings and the death of the Incarnate God who has gone into the heavens, 
and who lives to-day to plead before his Father's throne, the merit of the blood 
which on Calvary he poured forth for sinners. As I shall meet you all in that 
great day when the crucified One shall come as the King and Lord of all, which 
.day is hastening on a pace, as I shall meet you then, I pray you bear me witness 
that I have striven to tell yQu in all simplicity what is the way of salvation ; and 
if you r~ject it, do me this favour, to say that at least I have proffered to you in 
Jehovah's name this His Gospel, and have earnestly urged you to accept it that 
yeu may be saved. But the rather I would God that I might meet you there, all 
covered in the one atonement, clothed in the one righteousness, an<l accepted in the 
one Saviour, and then together will we sing" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
and bath redeemed us to God by His blood to receive honour, and power, and 
.dominion for ever and ever." .A.men. · 

· "I HA t°E TRIED BOTH." 

"I KNOW, with Newton, what the world can do, and what it cannot do," said Hedley 
Vicars. "It cannot give 01· take away the peace of God in the soul. It cannot soothe 
the wounded conscience, or enable us to meet death with comfort. l have tried bot.h 
services. . For twenty-four years I lived under the yoke of sin. The re~r?spect of my 
past life is now miserable to me ; yet, before I was taught by the Spmt of God, I 
thought and called it a life of pleasw·e. The very name, when applied to sin, now 
makes my heart sicken. Even then I could never enjoy reviewing the occupat:ons of 
a single cl11y; and think you my conscience was quiet? No, no. Bitter experience 
has taught me th11t there is 'no peace for the :vicked.' Blessed be. God, no~ ~ a1;1 
pardoned and reconciled through the death of his Son. How happy 1s the Christians 
life when he has this assurance ! " 



260 

tssa1s imh Japus an ~ligions Subjects. 

THE BAPTISTS IN AMERICA. 

THE ~TATE OF NEW YORK. 

Mn. WILLIAM W1cKENDEN, of Provi
dence, Rhode Island, was, so far as it is 
known, the first to proclaim the truth 
in connection with our denomination in 
the City of New York. The devotion of 
this good man to the cause of God, 
roused the anger of his enemies against 
him, and he was imprisoned for four 
months. The probability is, that these 
e,ents transpired a few years before 
1669, as in that year Mr. Wickenden 
died. 

No further information is furnished of 
our body here until 1712, when Mr. 
Valentine Wightman, of Groton, Con
necticut, visited the city by the request 
of a Mr. Nicholas Eyres, and continued 
his visits for two years. His ministry 
was blessed, seven men and five women 
were hopefully changed. In the year 
1714, the five sisters were baptized by 
Mr. Wightman· by night, as the mob 
had appeared very threatening; mean
while, the seven brethren stood by. 
The following passage having presented 
itself to Mr. Eyres' mind, "No man 
doeth anything in secret, when he him
self seeketh to be known openly." He 
determined, in conjunction with the 
other brethren., to put on Christ in open 
daylight. Accordingly, he waited on 
the governor (Burnet), told him the 
case, and sought protection, which was 
readily promised. 

The governor and many of the gentry 
attended at the waterside, and the ordi
nance was administered in peace. It is 
stated that this gentleman said, during 
the administration, to several of his 
associates, " This was the ancient way 
of baptizing, and in my opinion it is 
much preferable to the practice of 
modern times." The church thus 

formed was, what is termed in England 
a General Baptist Church. After pass
ing through various changes it became 
so enfeebled, that it was ultimately dis
solved. 

In the year 1745, Mr. Jeremiah 
Dodge, a Baptist, removed to the city, 
and opened a prayer-meeting in his own 
dwelling. This meeting was attended 
by some of those who had been mem
bers of the former church. .A. few 
others were brought to Christ through 
the labours of a Mr. Benjamin Miller, 
the congregations greatly increased, and 
in March, 1760, they were able to erect 
a small place of worship. This was the 
origin of what is now the first Baptist 
Church in New York. The Rev. John 
Gano. became the pastor of this clturch 
at the time of its constitution, and con
tinued in office for twenty-six years. 
From this time to ths present moment, 
this city has been a central point of 
operations for the denomination, through
out a vast circuit around. Mr. Gano 
was a man of superior abilities and 
apostolic enterprise. During the whole 
of the revolutionary war, he was a 
chaplain in the American army, and 
was much esteemed by both officers and 
privates. Most faithfully did he dis
charge his duties, and no amount of 
opposition made him shrink or quail. 
Mr. Gano was succeeeded by the Rev. 
Benjamin Foster, D.D., who had been a 
graduate of Yale College. His preach
ing powers were of no ordinary cha
racter. Wherever he went he was 
venerated by the churches. An attack 
of yellow fever terminated his valuable 
life in the prime of manhood. He died 
August 26th, 1798. When this ter
rible disease was raging at New York, 
many of the ministers, and a large 
portion of the population fled from the 
city, but Dr. Foster kept at his post 
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among the sick and dying. The imme
diate snooessors of this eminent servant 
of God were the Revs. Wm. Collier, 
Dr. Chaplin, who afterwards became 
president of Waterville College, Maine, 
W. Parkinson, Dr. Spencer, and H. 
Cone. The name of Dr. Cone is well 
known to English Baptists, as one of 
the most prominent and influential of 
our denomination, for many years on 
the American continent. He was 
born at Princeton, New Jersey, in 
the year 1785. At twelve years of age, 
he entered Princeton College. Two 
years afterwards, he was compelled, in 
consequence of his father's failure in 
business, to leave college, and to engage 
in teaching. While thus employed, 
under Dr. Abercrombie, at Philadelphia, 
he began to study law, but in the year 
1805, "his fine powers of elocution led 
him to become an actor." He" trod the 
boards," as is the phrase, with high dis
tinction for eight years, but God had 
designed him for His service. He was 
suddenly aroused from his slumbers, 
awakened to a consciousness of his 
danger, and led to rely on the saving 
power of. Jesus Christ. In the year 
1814, he was baptized, and in twelve 
months after he began to preach. In a 
short time he was chosen chaplain to 
Congress, and about the same period he 
became pastor of the Baptist Chnrch at 
Alexandria, district of Columbia. Dr. 
Cone's career as a preacher was very 
brilliant; he spoke with extraordinary 
ease, with a rich sonorous voice, and 
very appropriate and expressive ges
tures. He was a Calvinist, a strenuous 
advocate of our distinctive principles, 
but ever courteous and charitable to all 
Christians. His preaching and pastoral 
labours, exhausted but a small part of 
his activities. He took a profound in
terest in missions, was a member of the 
Baptist Board, and was president of the 
Convention from 1832 to 1841. He 
was also an officer of the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society, from its commence
ment in 1832 to 1855, 

Dr. Cone began his ministry at New 
York, as pastor of the Oliver-street 
Chapel. Here a very remarkable man, 

the Rev. .John Williams, a native of 
Garn, Dolbermaen,North Wales, laboured 
for the long period of twenty-seven 
years. He arrived in the States in 
179:i, and at the time knew but little 
English, but he gradually improved, 
and became a preacher of great power. 
When he entered into rest in 182,3, he 
was honoured and esteemed by men of 
all classes. He was the father of the 
present Rev. Dr. W. R. Williams, one 
of the profoundest thinkers in the 
union. Dr. Cone's ministry at Oliver
street, extended over eighteen years, 
after which he undertook the pastorate 
of the first church. Soon after his 
settlement, a large and magnificent 
edifice was erected for him at the corner 
of Broome and Elizabeth-streets. The 
church-meeting here, with commend
able liberality, expended about ten 
thousand dollars more than would have 
been needful for their own accommoda
tion, for the purpose of providing rooms, 
rent free, for the benevolent institn
tions, which have concentrated in this 
metropolis under Baptist control. In 
this locality for a long time ( as was the 
case for many years in Moorgate-street) 
Baptists and friends were accustomed to 
meet. The sanctuary thus hallowed by 
many delightful associations has re
cently been sold, and a still more mag
nificent edifice has been reared in a 
better part of the city. The present 
pastor is the Rev. T. D. Anderson, D.D. 
In addition to this eminent man, New 
York Baptist churches contain a number 
of able and devout men. Dr. Armi
tage, Rendrick Williams, Messrs. Beh
rends, Rhodes, Davis, Evans, and others 
occupy prominent and important posi
tions. Including Long Island, Hud
son River, North, Central, and 
South, and New York Associa
tions, New York, and vicinity, contain 
about 150 churches, numbering over 
30,000 members. The churches in the 
majority of instances, possess large and 
handsome buildings. Many have par
sonages for the pastors. Congregations 
as a rule in New York, and we may 
add in other large American cities, are 
not equal to what many are in London, 
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L!ver_pool, Leicester, Manchester, Bristol, 
B1rmmgham, aud Northampton. The 
congregations under the care of Revs. 
C. H. Spurgeon, Drs. Drock and Landels, 
Lewis. Katterns, Vince, Stovell, Drown, 
and Birrell, far surpass in magnitude 
nearly all I know iu connection with 
our denomination on this continent. 

In most churches, the Sabbath even
ing congregations are painfully small, 
owing largely to the weather,-the cold 
and snow of winter, and the heat of 
summer. 

The extreme length of the State of 
New York, east and west, is 412 mile~, 
the breadth ,aries from 8 or 10 on 
Long Island, and 18¾ at the Western 

. extremity of the State to 311 from the 
Canada boundary to the south point of 
States Island. It is divided into sixtv 
counties, and contains many large and 
:flourishing towns. 

The denomination has spread over a 
great portion of the State, and in not 
a few localities has acquired consider
able strength. In the year 1700, a 
second company of Baptiats arrived 
from Rhode Island, in the neighbour
hood of New York. They settled at 
Oyster Bay on Long Island. Their 
labours were accompanied with the 
Divine blessing. Some years after, a 
third and fourth company emigrated; 
the former commenced their operations 
in Dutchess County, from seventy to 
eighty miles above the city, not far 
from the Hudson, the latter settled in 
Otsego County, and thus led the way 
for the diffusion of our principles through 
the whole of Western New York. I 
have met with the following interesting 
item respecting the labours and struggles 
of this feeble band. In 1773, Ebenezer 
Knapp, and Increase Thurston, removed 
to the Butternuts, Otsego. These two 
families at first maintained religious 
worship at their dwellings, a few other 
families soon removed to the settlement, 
and united with them. Matters ap
peared in a promising state until the 
commencement of the Revolutionary 
war, which threw them all into confu
sion, and overwhelmed their infant 
colony in calamity and ruin. 

Their houses were pillaged by English
men and Indians, their prosperity was 
all destroyed, and they themselves were 
driven from their endeared homes. 
When peace was oonoluded, four of the 
families thus dispersed returned, and 
the following year re-established Divine 
worship. A portion of the Aborigines 
were still on the ground, and an almost 
unbroken wilderness spread before the 
settlers, for about three hundred miles 
to the west. Now the neighbourhood 
teems with civilised men, and Christian 
temples adorn the whole landscape. 
The New York Association was formed 
in 1791. The churches of which it was 
at first composed, had belonged to the 
Old Philadelphia Associations, and a 
number of them were situated in the 
State of New Jersey. This association 
has for eighty years maintained an im
portant position, and has been pre
eminent for its enterprising spirit. 

In the year 1815 the Hudson River 
Association was organised. It then con
sisted of only four churches, Oliver 
Street and Mulbury-street, New York, 
Mount Pleasant and Poughkeepsie, beau
tifully situated up the Hudson. Of late 
years this Association has been divided 
into three: Hudson River, Central; 
Hudson River, North; and Hudson 
River, South. Many of the churches 
composing these Associations, such as 
those at Albany and Troy, are large• 
and influential, and they have been 
blessed with the services of men of 
eminent devotion and sterling abilities. 
New York State contains now 47· 
associations, 842 churches, and 100,502 
members. The Baptist Home Mission
ary Convention for this State was formed 
at a meeting of Delegates from the 
Otsego, Oneida, Madison, Franklin, and 
Cayuga 'Associations, held in the town 
of Mentz, Cayuga Count;v, in the year 
1821. In May, 1825, 1t was united 
with the " Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society." The Convention, thereforr, 
dates its anniversaries from the origin 
of that society which was in 1807. It 
was organised at the house of the Rev. 
N. Ilaker in Pompey Onondaga County, 
and consisted of twenty members. It 
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commenced its operations with only $20 
(under £4) in its treasury, Its first 
age_nts only received $1 per week for 
their support. It ha.cl its oriain in the 
desti~ution of the scattered ar:'d rapidly 
growmg settlements of Central and 
Western New York. Western New 
York, now the garden of the State, 
with its numerous and flourishing cities 
and towns, was at that time an almost 
unbroken wilderness. The tide, how
ever, of emigration was rapidly spread
ing, and holy men felt anxious, as far 
as possible, to meet its spiritual necessi
ties, Nor have the labours of this 
Snciety been confined to New York. 
Northern and Western Pennsylvania, 
portions of Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, and Canada, have received as
sistance from it. A.t present its field of 
effort is mainly confined to the State. 
The last Report of the Convention which 
has come to hand says:-

" The past year, with all its em
barrassments, has been one of progress. 

" 1st. Outward appearances indicate 
progress. A.11 over the State churches 
are building or repairing houses of 
worship and other Church property. 
Returns from twenty-four of the forty
seven associations give an aggregate of 
$987,022.50 spent in this way, though 
the reports of some of the Associations 
include. the expenditure of the preceding 
year. 

" 2nd. The contributions show pro
gress, The appropriations for the last 
year have been $14,175.00in the State, 
and $30,000 have been given to the 
Home Mission Society for its work in 
the regiens beyond. 

" 3rd. The work performed indicates 
pro_qress. In one town, which was 
merely an out-station of one of Ollf mis
sionaries, now a strong church exists, 
able to sustain a good pastor without 
any of our assistance. A.nother church, 
organised under the labours of one of 
our District Missionaries, has called a 
pastor, and bought a lot for a Meeting
house," 

In addition to this Society there are 
several City Missions, sustained by the 
churches of the respective cities. A.lbany 

expended last year $2,2M.04 for lahnur, 
hooks and for Mission property $4,629.00. 
Auburn expended for labour $82 for 
Mission property $8,500. Buffalo' ex
pended for labour and books \!1622, for 
Mission property $858. Brooklyn-the 
Sunday-schools of the Association here 
have raised for missionary purposes 
$19,758.12, and $14,i48.3i have been 
appropriated outside the schools which 
raised the funds. New York-the 
Baptist 8unday-school Union in this 
city, at their last meeting in )fay, re
solved: to employ a Missionary, and 
pledged $3,700 for Mission-work. 7,000 
children, from 27 schools, on Anni
versary day marched through the streets 
of New York, as a Sunday-school 
"army with banners," and tilled to 
overflowing seven houses of worship. 

Rochester expended for labour and 
books $1,2i4.33, for Mission property 
$8,000. Syracuse expended for Mission 
property $1,100. Troy expended for 
Miision property $11,000. There are 
three Missions here, one of which has 
been organised into a church, and is 
expecting a pastor. 

The state of New York has two uni
versities in connection with our deno
mination. They both in every respect 
stand high. The first, which is situated 
at Hamilton, Madison County, sprnng 
from the incorporation of the '' Baptist 
Education Society." On the 24th of 
September, 1817, thirteen brethren met 
at the house of Mr. Jonathan Olmstead 
in Hamilton, and formed themselves 
into a Society under the above designa
tion. Their chief treasures consisted in 
their faith and prayers. Each member 
was required to pay $1 as a condition 
of memb&rship. A.t the close of the 
meeting, therefore, their funds amounted 
to just $13. The object of this or
ganization, as stated in the preamble of 
the Charter, granted by the Legislature, 
March 5th, 1819, was to educate pious 
young men for the Gospel ministry. In 
the autumn of 1819 the Education 
Board made the village of Hamilton 
the permanent seat of the Institution, 
by virtue of a contract which stipulated 
that the friends in this locality were to 
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pay to the Society the sum of $6,000. 
This sum was paid, and the receipt of it 
was duly acknowledged. The work of 
education commenced as early as Febru
ary, 1818. The first student, Jonathan 
Wade, became afterwards a celebrated 
Missionarv in Asia. The Rev. Daniel 
Hascall ga'l'e instruction in English, 
Latin, and Greek, and the Rev. Na
thaniel Kendrick in theology. In the 
spring of 1820 the seminary was form
ally opened, and Professor Hascall in
stalled as principal. In the year 1829 
the course of studies was extended to 
four wars, in 1831 to sb.:, and in 1833 
to eight. In 1835 the first senior colle
giate class completed its course of 
studies. In 183,-8, the three depart
ments, Theological, Collegiate, and 
Academic, were for the first time fully 
developed, the complement of classes 
organised, the English and scientific 
departments harmonised with the clas
sical, two distinct theological <!ourses 
established, the one adapted to the 
qualifications of students from the 
English and scientific course, and the 
other to those who had completed the 
full six years' course of regular classical 
studies. In March, 1846, the Education 
Society petitioned the State Legislature 
for a University Charter and obtained 
it. By nrtue of this instrument the 
University is empowered to confer lite
rary honours, de&'ree~, and diploma~. 
Its literary and s01entific department 1s 
subject to the visitation of the Regents 
of the "University of the State of New 
York, and is entitled to a share of 
State patronage. 

Last year three new professors were 
added to the faculty ; a chair of Natural 
Sciences and another of Natural History 
were created. TheAnniversary Meetings 
this year were held on the 26th, 27th, 
28th, 30th, 31st of July, and August 
1st and 2nd. The Rev. Thomas Ram
bault, LL.D., President of William 
Jewell College, Missouri, preached be
fore the Education Society. Dr. Harvey 
addressed the Graduating Class. A 
discourse was delivered before the 
"Alumni" by the Rev. E.W. Bentley, 
M.A.. of Kew Jersey. 

The present president of the Univer
sity is the Rev. E. Dodge, D.D., and 
the president of the Theological Dopart
ment is the Rev. George W. Eaton, 
D.D., LL.D., both of whom are gentle
men of high attainments, and are on 
every account very deservedly esteemed. 
There are fourteen professors. The 
University of Rochester was founded in 
1850, and has for a long time taken 
rank with the oldest and best endowed 
colleges in . the country. Large and 
valuable additions have recently been 
made to the Library. Some years ago 
4,500 volumes from the library of Dr. 
Neander were purchased. At the last 
Anniversary it was announced that the 
Hon. Hiram Sibley, a resident of 
Rochester, had submitted for the ac
ceptance of the Trustees a written pro
position to erect, for the accommodation 
of the Library and Cabinets, a fire-proof 
building, to cost at least $75,000. This 
gentleman, when he settled at Rochester, 
was a poor man. God has blessed him, 
and he seems determined to honour Him 
with his substance. Last year General 
John F. Rathbone, of Albany, one of 
the noblest men in the denomination, 
guaranteed that the Library fund of the 
University shall be doubled as soon as 
the " Sibley Library " shall be com
pleted. The President of the University, 
the Rev. M. B. Anderson, LL.D., and 
the President of the Theological Depart
ment the Rev. E. G. Robinson, D.D., 
are i::ien whose praises are in all the 
churches. They are assisted by pro
fessors of distinguished powers. Dr. 
Anderson looks a sturdy Puritan." He 
presided with great efficiency and ?,ig-:
nity last year at the Annual Meetmgs 
of the Denomination held at Philadel
phia. American Baptists are tho~oug~ly 
alive to the importance of the diffusion 
of education and Denominational lite
rature. In almost every state they have 
founded universities and associated men 
of power with the various departments 

• Dr. Conant, well known to D?any of our 
scholars in England, was for some time professor 
of Hebrew at Rochester. I almost imagine that he 
is an intimate friend of Dr. Davies, of Regent's
park College. 
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of theology, literature, and science. 
They have also, in many localities, 
established collegiate institutions for the 
general public. These labours have 
given prominence and power to the 
Denomination it could not otherwise 

·have obtained. In a future paper we 
shall give an account of a visit to the 
Lewisburg University. 

Pennsylvania. PHILO, 

THE DIVINE FIRE. 

BY 11.EV. T. R, STEVENSON, 

11 For our God is o. consuming fire. "-HEBREWS 
xii. 29. 

LAW and Gospel have the same end. 
Their means vary, but their purpose is 
one. Human goodness is the object of 
ea.oh. o Like two lights exhibited from 
a beacon at the entrance of a harbour or 
river, they aid life's mariner in crossing 
the bar of temptation, and entering the 
haven of heaven. It is said of the re
deemed above, that " they sing " both 
" the song of Moses the servant of God 
and the .song of the Lamb." Wesley's 
counsel was wise:-" Preach the law 
first, then the Gospel, then the law 
again." 

Nor is this all .. We may go farther. 
The old and new covenants often agree 
in their methods as well as their designs. 
Thus : the God of the Jews is the God 
of Christians. Prophets revealed the 
same divine character as Apostles. Sinai 
and Calvary have more points of i:esem
blance than is commonly supposed. The 
text and the context show this. In one 
of the preceding verses the writer to the 
Hebrews has remarked how God mani
fested Himself in blackness, darkness, 
tempest, and .fire. In the sentence 
before us he adds, " Our God is a con
suming fire ; " " our " as well as 
theirs. 

Here is a double metaphor. The in
spired author tells us of God a fire, and 
God a consuming fire. We shall do 
well to look at each. God a fire. What 
an appropriate figure ! Fire is uni-

versa!. Science shows ns that it exists 
everywhere. Either in an active or a 
latent condition it is ubiquitous. There 
is fire in the air we breathe, fire in the 
dust we tread, fire in the sky over our 
heads, fire in the ocean which girds our 
island home. A savage gets two pieces 
of wood and rubs them together until 
they smoke and flame. What does that 
prove ? That they contained fire. Even 
ice is not destitute of it. Sir Humphrey 
Davy, in a room lowered below freezing 
point, chafed a couple of blocks of ice 
together until they melted. This 
evinced the presence of heat in them. 

Need we dwell on the resemblance? 
Surely not. God is omnipresent. He 
fills heaven and earth. We cannot flee 
from His presence. He always sees us. 
Oh, that we realised this better! It 
would save us from many a sin and sus
tain us in much sorrow. Dean Alford 
mentions the following fact. An ancient 
king having bought a beautiful horser 
asked a skilful horse-keeper what would., 
speedily get him into good condition. 
The answer was, "His master's eye."· 
So with ns. The recollection of our 
Master's eye will tend to keep ns right. 

Fire is made manifest. 'Very often 
we can see it. When we cannot see it, 
we can feel it. When we can neither 
see nor feel it, it displays its presence 
by its effects. Beauty, vegetation, lifo 
proclaim its existence. And does not 
the Most High manifest Himself? His 
works bear testimony to Rim. "The 
invisible things of Rim from the crea
tion of the world are clearly seen." 
" How do you know that there is a 
God!" said one to an Arab. The reply 
was apt. " How do I know whether a 
man or a camel passed my tent last 
night? By the footprints." ='i" a.ture' s 
glories a.re the Divine footprints. All 
declare that the Creator is nigh, walking 
in our midst. 

" When day, with farewell beam, delays 
Among the opening clouds of even, 

And we can almost think we gaze 
'fhrough golden vistas into heaven: 

Those hues, that make the sun's decline 
So soft, so radiant, Lord, are Thine t 
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" When night, with wings~f-star~y gloom, I and for n palpnble reason. The inwnrcl 
O'crsha<lows all the earth and skies heat produoos it, When thnt heat de-

Like some dark, beauteous bird, whos~ 
plume creases, health fln~s ; when it departs 

Is sparkling with unnumbered eyes,- life fails. Food 18 fuel for a furnac~ 
That sacred gloom, thoi:e fires di,·ine, whic~ mu~t ?C continually replenished. 
So grand, so countless, Lord, are Thine I" Certam drntr1cts of the Polar Regions 

are uninhabitable through laok of heat. 
. We ?annot do_ without God. W c may Fi1·c is more visible sometimes than at 

otliei·s. Darkness displays it. We can 
s~ it best by ni11:ht. As much may be 
said of God. We behold Him most 
clearly in the days of dark, dark sor
row. Trouble renders Him visible. A 
friend visiting Payson in his illness 
remarked, " I'm ROrry to find you on 
your back." "Do vou know why God 
puts us on our backs P" answered the 
invalid. " He does it in order that we 
may look upward." How true! Prone 
to forget Him, or t-0 lose sight of some 
attribute of His character, He afflicts us 
that our thoughts may be directed to 
Himself. It was when llloses was 
anxious about the fnture guidance and 
government of Israel that the Lord 
made all His goodness to pass before 
him. It was when John was a lonely 
exile on Patmos that he had such a 
glorious vision of the risen Redeemer. 
Our experience is similar. We behold 
the divine :fire verv plainly by night. 
For example, many of our trials flow 
from sin. We bring them on ourselves 
by our own folly. They are the outcome 
of personal transgressions. We should 
have escaped them had we "been wiser, 
and holier. Obedience would have ob
viated the stroke. In a word, our 
sufferings are frequently punishments. 
If so, then they reveal God ; they mani
fest the divine displeasure at wrong
doing. "Thy righteousness is as the 
great mountains," says David. But 
mountains are best seen from mountains. 
The vast hei~ht is appreciated on the 
hill rather than on the plain. The 
mountain of infinite righteousness is 
beheld chieflv, not on the dull level of 
our ordinary lives, but from the heights 
of tribulation. 

Fire -is necessary. There is fire 
within each of us. Combustion con
stantly goes on internally. Breathe on 
your hand. Is your breath hot ? Yes, 

live without Hun, but we cannot die 
without Him. Amid the whirl of busi
ness and pleasure, the excitement of 
home and society, we may banish the 
thought of God from our minds ; but 
when we come to the final hour, "to 
whom can we go but unto Him P Here, 
however, a most impressive fact meets 
us. How hard it is to seek God in 
death if we have neglected Him in life! 
All experience proves this. Yonder is 
a path through a field. lt is always 
there. Summer and winter find it in 
its place. Nothing moves it. But it is 
much easier to walk on that path in fair 
than in foul weather. When it is hard 
and dry we move over it with ease ; 
when it is wet and slippery we traverse 
it slowly. Nor is it otherwise with the 
path of eternal life. The -way of salva
tion is always accessible to all who -wish 
to be saved, but if we never use it until 
we die, we shall find italmost impassable. 
Dear reader, whatever else you neglect, 
regard this earnest warning : beware of 
puttin~ off salvation. IJo not leat·e the 
best of things until tlie worst of times. 
Now i5 the accepted time with Goel; let 
it be the accepted time with you too. 
Ask for help to shake off your foolish 
procrastination, and seek the S111viour at 
once .. 

Hitherto we have QOnsidered only one 
part of the truth contained in the sen
tence before us. Look briefly at the 
other half. God is not only a fire, but 
a consuming :fire. Fires are not al ways 
consuming fires. Moses found this out. 
His astonishment was aroused by the 
bush that flamed without being con
sumed. The pillar of fire that guided 
and guarded the Hebrew emigrants of 
old was not a consuming fire. But 
"our God is a consuming· fire." In 
thinking of this, however, we tread on 
holy ground-yea! on dangerous ground. 
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There is peril in applying tho figure of 
the text, lest we draw false inferences 
from it. Let us try to discover exactly 
what it means. It does not teach that 
G_od. is a Being of cruelty, malice, vin
chctiveness. Far from it. It is in
tended to teach that He is a Beino- of 
anger. There is an element of dis
pleasure in Him. He is angry at sin; 
He is displeased at all forms of wrong. 

,Returning again to the phrase used 
here, we do well to remember that.fire 
consumes some things much sooner than 
others. Iron will burn, but not so 
readily as paper; touchwood, and gun
powder. In like manner, God is more 
displeased with one sin than with others. 
Unbelief, incliiference to Christ is the 
chief object of the divine displeasure. 
" He that believeth not . . . the wrath 
of God abideth on Him." "This is the 
condemnation that ... men loved dark
ness rather than light. Nor is this 
difficult to understand. Suppose a case. 
A man wrongs you. Some grievous 
injury is inflicted on your property, 
name, or family. Although you wince 
and E>mart under the base treatment, 
you nevertheless resolve to act a Chris
tian part and deal mercifully with your 
enemy. By-and-by you meet him. 
Putting out your hand, you say, "I 
freely forgive you. Never again act as 
you have done, Let us be friends." 
What should yon think if he were to 
say, "Forgive! I do not want your 
forgiveness. Keep it to yourself." Yon 
would be more displeased with his 
refusal than with his original offence. 
Thus is it with God. That men should 
be careless about pardon and salvation 
excites His loving wrath more than any 
other act of disobedience. In the parable 
of" the great supper" we read of" the 
Master of the house being angry." 
What made Him so? The rejeotion of 
His offer by those who were bidden to 
the feast. 

That we may be encouraged to se0k 
His help, let us remember again the 
suggestive adjective in question--" God 
is a consuming fire." Sometimes fire 
merely scorches. It has power only to 
singe and smoke. .Alas! thus is it too 

often with our good resolves and efforts. 
Instead of destroying sin, we simply 
blacken it. We just scathe it, whereas 
it needs burning. But " God is a con
suming fire." He has power to exter
minate evil. What we cannot do alone, 
He can do with and for us. Oh, let 
our cry ascend, " Create in me a clean 
heart f" and His reply shall come, "l 
will, be thou clean." · 

Barnstaple. 

1 INFANT SPRINKLING-A SHRED 
OF THE SCARLET ROBE. 

BY JA.:llES HUGHES, 

As infant sprinkling is not taught in 
the Word of God, as it is not a doctrine 
of Scripture. What is it ? It is a 
tradition handed down from generation 
to generation, since about _\,D. 250. 
And what is tradition but the strongest 
pillar under the Church of Rome ; yea, 
the very soul of Popery. .And what has 
Popery done that Protestants should 
wear one shred of her polluted. gar
ment P 

Has she not tried to put iron bands 
on the limbs of progress, and strangle 
religious liberty ? Has she not strained 
every nerve to enslave the intellect 
and bribe the conscience of the whole 
human race? Has she not endeavoured 
to put the Dible and the press under 
lock and key ? Has she not put a pre
mium on ignorance, and a gloss on cor
ruption, by putting Satan and syntax 
under the same ban ? Has she not put 
tall-bars on the high road to heaven in 
shape of priests, and cardinals, and 
popes, where you are expected to pav 
before you are permitted to pass on to 
the New Jerusalem; yea, she even levys 
a tax on your golden crown, and palm 
of victory in your Father's house above. 

What has Popery done ? Read the 
Book of 21I·artyrs, and you will learn 
how she tried to extinguish the lamp 
of true relig-ion, by shedcling rivers of 
Christian blood, how she tortured the 
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children of God, by tying some to the 
heels of wild horses, and by putting 
others on red-hot gridirons, by tearing 
their skin from off their flesh, or by 
daubing them with pitch and setting 
them to burn at night in Nero's garden, 
by having them tossed on the horns of 
~d bulls, or torn to pieces by snvage 
lions. 

Knowing this, we should be careful 
not so much as to touch a garment that 
smells of Rome. O, when will Protes
tants live according to the motto which 
they have emblazoned on their banners, 

" The Bible alone, the Book of Protes
tants?" 

Let us obey God rather thnn man ; 
let us hear the teachings of the Spirit 
rather than that of any council; and let 
us walk in the footsteps of the Saviour, 
and not that of the Pope ; and let us 
seek that holy consecration to God, which 
will enable us to say,-
'' Through floods and flames, if Jesus leads, 

I'll follow where He goes, 
Hinder me not shall be my cry, 

Though earth and hell oppose." 
Asliton-und,er-I.yne. 

ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XLV.-ONE-WORD TEX'rS. 

0 Praises."-Psalm ix. 11. 

Vows and praises should keep com
pany. Vows made, presented, and kept, 
are when accepted of God, to be followed 
by praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. 
But praise is the high heavenly atmos
phere which the Lord's people should 
ever breathe, and in which their vigour 
and joy will assuredly abound. 

The Psalms are at once our best models 
both of prayer and praise. Subjects, 
thoughts, modes of expressions, are all 
here abundantly presented to us, But 
let us inquire-

!. WHAT IS MEANT BY PRAISES? It is 
by praises we commend the goodness 
and glory of the Lord ; that we applaud 
His doings, magnify His name, celebrate 
His illustrious perfections, and glorify 
Him by the harmonious worship of our 
hearts and lips. In a figurative sense, 
everything is represented as praising 
Him- mountains, hills, trees, beasts, 
cattle, fowl, sun, and moon, and stars, 
with angels and all the host of heaven. 
But let us look at "praises"-

II. As THE SERVICE OF Goo's PEOPLE. 
As such observe-
I. They can offer their praises. They 

possess an intellectual nature and monl 
power capable of this holy service. As 
the children of God they know Him, re
semble Him, and have a spiritual union 
with Him. So they are able to sing His 
holy praise. 

2. They ought to sing praises to the 
Lord : as His creatures ; as the subjects 
of His daily care; as the objects of His 
redeeming mercy ; as the partakers of 
His saving grace ; as having His gra
cious Spirit in their hearts. 

3. In all ages they have sung the high 
praises of God. The records of many of 
these are written in the pages of the 
Divine Record. How largely the book of 
Psalms is full of these offerings of exul
tation. Praises belong to every order of 
God's saints, and to all ages and 
countries. 

4. God's people will sing praises to 
God through all eternity. It is the ser
vice of the heart, and of the Church, on 
earth; it will be equally the service of 
the glorified in heaven. See the repeated 
visions in connection with this service 
in the Revelations, i. 5, 6 ; iv. 4 ; 
v. 9 ; vii. 10. We remark, that "prafaes" 
might be sung to God our Father, to 
Jesus; the Divine Son our Saviour, and 
to the Holy Spirit, 1he source of all the 
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grace, both of supplication and thanks
giving. ·we ask,-

III. IN WHAT MANNER SHOULD PRAISES 
BE SUNG TO THE LORD? The very subject 
necessarily includes,-

1. A Scriptural knowledge of God, so 
that it may be an intellectual service, 

2. A high appreciation of God. Having 
the most exalted views of His character 
and· perfections. 

3. Intense gratefulness for His good
ness to us and the children of men (Ps. 
ciii. I). 

4. Profound reverence and humility. 
Not with vain glorying, or self-exalta-

tion. Thus imitating the holy angels 
and Spirits (Isaiah vi. 1.) 

5, With loving obedience of life. Evi
dencing tho truth and sincerity of our 
service of praise. Glorifying Uod in our 
bodies, &c. Let the subject of praises to the 
Lord often occupy our thoughts and en
gage our meditations. By this offering 
we shall please God, obtain spiritual 
strength, enjoy communion with Him, 
be filled with holy joy, and be ready for 
the praises of the heavenly state. 
" Praises " should be earnest, constant, 
persistent, to the end of our being, and 
then they will be celebrated for ever and 
ever. 

lalts anb jktttgu. 

THE UNKNOWN PILOT. 

(WITH VERSES BY S,B, 1 MANCHESTER,) 

WHEN a lad, I was crossing the river 
from New York to Brooklyn, on a foggy 
day, in a small ferry-boat. I was 
going with several others to Flushing, 
Long Island, to attend a meeting. It 
was necessary, therefore, to cross the 
river early. When we arrived at the 
foot of Fulton-street, we found that the 
steamboat had gone. We made a party, 
with others standing by, sufficient to i 

tempt the ferrymen to convey us across 
in a small boat. The only difficulty 
which made them hesitate was the pre
sence of a thick fog, which rendered 
navigation uncertain and dangerous. 
At length we set out, the men magni
fying the difficulties, to enhance the 
value of their services. As soon as we 
left the wharf, a stranger stepped to the 
stern, and took the helm. 

From the glances directed toward 
him, it was pretty certain that failure 
Would have loaded him with reproach. 

Some soon began to murmur in anti
cipation. The ferrymen looked at each 
other doubtfully, and the passengers 

caught the alarm. One of the latter 
asked the stranger if he did not think 
he was going too far up the river. He 
bowed, and replied, " If any gentleman 
is disposed to take my place, I will re
sign it instantly." 

This answer silenced complaint for a 
time; but when the fog completely sur
rounded us, it was renewed, and became 
more general. " Why don't he put the 
helm up ? " said one. " He had better 
leave it, and trust to the ferrymen," 
said another. The stranger answered, 
"My place shall instantly be vacated, 
in favour of anyone who will volunteer 
to take it." 

Just then a dark object appeared on 
the water, and as it became more visible 
through the fog, it was recognised as a 
vessel, which lay at anchor between the 
landing places on each side the river. 
This convinced every one that, so Jar, 
the stranger had gone as correctly as 
if the sunlight had been around him. 
All murmurs were hushed. Satisfaction 
beamed from every countenance. But 
the vessel was soon lost again in the 
mist, and nothing was to be seen but 
fog and water. 
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Dissatisfaction prevailed once more 
an_d the ~teersman :eceived many gra~ 
tmtous lunts, to which he paid no fur
ther heed, than by repeating hi, offer of 
surrendering his post. By-and-bye the 
travellers caught sight of the dim line 
of coast, shapeless and unusual as every
thing appeared. No wonder that some 
thought and said that we were nearing 
the Navy-yard a mile above the landing 
place. But all our doubts were at an 
end, when the prow of the boat struck 
the ferry-stairs,-and we discovered 
that the stranger had conveyed us 
STRAIGHT AS AN ARROW to the place of 
destination. 

"Oft times, my Lord, 
When anxious fears 
Are rising high, 

I cannot see for tears ! 
'Tis darkness all around ! 
No light! no voice! no sound ! 

"And then, a ro.y 
Of cheering light 
A token shows, 

That all is well and righb. 
And I can sing of lovo,
And of " the port" above. 

"Again, 'tis dark ! 
Again we fear I 
Ag,iin we sigh, 

And drop the briny tear ! 
Ah, faithless me ! my Lord 
Can ne'er deny His Word. 

" My Pilot wise 
May silent be,-
But He ne'er quits 

The post He took for me ! 
Kindly He clears the way 
Right on to brightest-day! 

" And all along 
Such love He feels 
For trembling me,

And oft so gently heals. 
Jesus, my Lord,-! rest! 
I KNOW 1 MUST BE BLEST," 

Jtbitlus. 

CJhmtian Baptism : its SubJects. By 
R. INGRAM, D.D. (Elliot Stock.) 

DR. INGH.AM, whose doctorate has been 
most deservedly bestowed, has laid the 
whole Baptist denomination under great 
obligation by his life-long devoted labours 
to the subject which distinguishes them 
from the other di visions of the Christian 
Church. He has most laboriously gone 
into every phase of the baptismal ques
tion. He has consulted every available 
authority, ancient and modern; and he 
has given an encyclopedia of concessions 
which have been made by all classes of 
opponents to the views he has main
tained. More than this, he bas carefully 
guarded every position essentially be
longing to tbe question, and has put 
forth this subject in so clear, .:ompre
hensive, and so complete a form, as to 
render, from his side, any future dis-

cussion unnecessary. In doing this he 
has not forgotten the spirit and temper 
which it became him to exhibit towards· 
those whose sentiments he controverts. 
He is never imperiously dogmatical, 
much less offensively assumptions: nor 
does he ever deal in clap-trap phrases, or 
offensive epithets. In this he is a model 
for theological writers, for love of truth, 
and a loving, candid spirit in vindicating 
it, distinguishes every part of his work. 
Our only difficulty is the magnitude of 
his book, the "subjects" above com
prising 650 very closely printed octavo 
pages! Professors, ministers, and students 
will not object to its size, and to them it 
will be ever useful as a work of reference ; 
and probably in that respect it will 
occupy a high and unique position. But 
to all persons who deem it a matter of 
importance to settle in their minds who 
are "the subjects of Christian Baptism," 
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and consequently who are not, we submit 
this most excellent work. 

The Promise of the Father. Thoughts on 
the Mi8sion of the Holy Ghost, &c. &c. 
By GEORGE TURNER, Wesleyan Minis
ter; (London: Calder and Co., Bat.hurst
street, Hyde-Park. Wesleyan Con
ference Office.) 

THIS is a beautifully got-up square 
Tolume of 108 pages, in which are given, 
in a succinct form, ten well written 
articles on the work and mission of the 
Holy Spirit. The style of the author is 
lucid throughout, and the tone and 
thoughts are impregnated with the grace 
the Divine Spirit alone supplies. We hope 
it will be largely circulated through all 
the Evangelical Churches of Christendom. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

Our Own Fireside is replete with telling 
and useful papers. We kno,-v no period
ical deserving of a more extended support 
by Evangelical Christians. Home Words 
-same editor and publishers-is the best 
penny monthly ever circulated. Church 
of England Standard. A good sound 
Protestant monthly. The Briti8h Flag 
and Sentinel. Full of good and telling 
articles. Ragged School Union Magazine. 
Adhering closely to its work and mission. 
The Hive. Never better. The Appeal. 
Adapted for usefulness. The Baptist 
.Magazine. A most satisfactory number, 
and especially in denominational papers. 

The reviews are comprehensive and 
good. The Gospel Magazine is ever Pro
testant to the core, and rich in Evan
gelical themes, but equally experimental 
and practical. The Sword arvl T,·owel 
holds on its way valiantly, warring with 
foes ancl building up the walls of Zion. 
Bye-Path,s of Baptist History. No. 4, 
which we have noticed, has been sent in 
mistake instead of No. 6. The Biblical 
Museum, Part IX., comes down to Mark 
vi., and sustains all we have previously 
said as to variety and real excellency. 
The labour and reading it has involved 
must have been prodigious. The Gates 
Ajar. What shall we say about it? 
Some thoughts suggested by the proposed 
Antidote {Elliot Stock). To attempt to 
subject the Gates Ajar to extreme criti
cism was simply ridiculous. It was a 
book full of the poetical and imaginati.ve, 
but admirably adapted to suggest thoughts 
of deep interest to U!f', as to the world to 
come, and on the whole worthy of the 
immense circulation it has received. This 
telling expose of the high - sounding 
Antidote we most cordially recommend to 
our readers. Short Family Prayers. 
These prayers are for seven mornings 
and evenings, and are arranged by a 
layman. They are thoroughly good. 
The Child's Future, &c. An Address by 
Rev. C. D. Solomon. This is a very in
teresting and timely address to parents 
and Sunday-school teachers, as to the 
future of our children, and on the physical, 
mental, and moral training of the young, 
and is deserving of universal circulation. 

Striking 'filq.ougqts, jacts, inw Jiguru. 

THE OLD RELIGION REVIVED. 

A. BARONET was one day examining the 
works of the celebrated sculptor Baoon. 
Observing a bust of George Whitfield 
among them, he said, "After all that 
has been said about Whitfield, he was 
truly a great man: he was the _fo_unde,~ 
of a new relio-ion." "A new rehg10n? 

" v " ·d th replied the sculptor. " 1. es, sm e 
baronet. " What do you call it ? " 

"Nothing," was the reply, "but the 
old religion revived with new energy, 
and treated as if the preacher meant 
what he said." 

ONE PLEA.SURE FORGOTTEN. 

MR. HARYl:Y was once tra,elling in a 
stage-coach with a lady who was totally 
immersed in the follies and vanities of 
the world. She told him that she had 
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pleasure in making out her plans, 
pleasure in executing them, nnd pleasure 
after thev were executed. Said Mr. 
Harvey,;, You have forgotten to men
tion one pleasure, madam." " How so?" 
answered the lady. " If 1 receive 
pleasure 1)efore the time, at the time, 
and after the time, what pleasure have 
I omitted?" "You have forgotten,'' 
said he, " the pleasure which the re
view of these things will give you on 
,;oui· death-bed." The lady was struck 
with the remark, and through it she 
became a Christian. 

LIYIXG TO PURPOSE. 

LET it be known, when you diP, that you 
have lived, and that you h'livi, lived to 

THE STILLER OF THE STORM. 

THEY that in ships with courage bold, 
O'er swelling waves their trade pursue, 

Do God's amazing works behold, 
And in the deep His wonders view. 

Ko sooner His command is past, 
But forth the dreadful tempest Jl.ies, 

~hich sweeps the sea with rapid haste, 
And makes the stormy billows rise. 

Sometimes the ships, toss'd up 'to heav'n, 
On tops· of mountain waves appear; 

Then down the steep abyss are driven, 
Whilst every soul dissolves with fear. 

They reel and stagger to and fro, 
Like men with iumes of wine opprest; 

Nor do the skilful seamen know 
Which way to steer, what course is best. 

"When straight to God's indulgent ear, 
They do their mournful cry address, 

,Yho graciously vouchsafes to hear, 
.A.nd frees them from their deep distress. 

He does the raging storm appease, . 
And makes the billows calm and still ; 

With joy they see their fury cease, 
And their intended course fultil. 

some purpose. Have you done nothing, 
will you do nothing to make you re
gretted when you die, and to leave a 
savour of your name behind you? Shall 
it be said of Jou, " He sold sugar for 
forty years, an died. He kept accounts 
for thirty years, and diei::].. He ham
mered in iron or in brass all his lifetime, 
and died. He was a good harmless 
creature, and died."-R. BuucE. 

ETERNAL CHILDREN. 

THOSE who lose one of their children at 
an early age are never without an infant 
child. Death has arrested it with its 
kindly harshness, and blessed it with an 
eternal image of youth and innocence. 
-LEIGH HUNT. 

0 ! then, that all the earth with me 
Would God for this His goodness praise, 

And for the mighty works which He 
Throughout the wondering world dis

plays! 

Let them, where all the tribes resort, 
Advance to heav'n His glorious Name, 

And in the elder's sov'reign court, 
With one consent His praise proclaim ! 

Tate and Brady, 1696. 

There is nothing in nature so grandly 
impressive as a storm at sea. Read 
Psalm cvii. 23-31 ; Mark iv. 35--41. It 
is a comfort for Christian sailors to know, 
that Jesus, their Saviour, knows by ex
perience what it is to be in perils of .the 
deep. The waves beat ~ver_ t~e fishing
boat in which He and His d1sc1ples were, 
so that "they feared exceedingly." _Bu~ 
"even the wind and the sea obey Hun. 
Rich comfort this. 

T. W. M., Landport. 
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THE SURE REFUGE. 

[An eminent divine, upon hie death-bed, said to 
o. brother who was with him, 11 In epite of all I 
ho.ve written, and a.II I have preached" (preachings 
'and writings for which hundreds have blessed 
God), "there le but one thing which gives me 
comfort now, and it is this word, 'Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.' Do you think 
I mo.y venture my eoul upon that promise?" 
u If you lul.U o. thousand souls," returned hie 
friend, 11 you might hang them all on this one 

j word."] 

"IN no wise cast thee out; "-the words 
are spoken, 

And, Jesus, never can Thy Word be 
broken; 

Here then I lay me down and take my 
rest, 

Calm as an infant on its mother's 
breast., 

" In no wise cast thee out; "-oh, words 
of power 

To shed a light upon the darkest hour! 
To meet each want on them 1 can rely, 
And on their truth hang my eternity. 

"In no wise cast thee out; ''-steadfast 
and sure, 

The " anchor_ of the soul" shall still 
endure, 

Through life, through death, when heart 
and flesh shall fail, 

Till it has brought me safe "within 
the veil." 

"In no wise cast thee out; "-I need not 
care 

To seek in this dark heart what is not 
there; 

Alike from good or ill in self I flee, 
To find my righteousness, my all, in 

Thee. 

"In no wise cast thee out;"-llive, I 
die, 

And, fearless, pass into eternity, . 
Resting on this alone : Thy Word 1s 

given, 
That Word secures my safety and my 

heaven. 

THE LITTLE ONE. 

Mo.tt. xix. 13, 1.;. 

AND is it true what I am told, 
That there are lambs within the fold 

Of God's beloved Son,-
That Jesus Christ, with tender care 
Will in His arms most gently bear 

The helpless '' little one?" 

0 yes! I've heard my mother say, 
He never sent a child awa.y, 

That scarce could walk or run ; 
For when the parent's love besought 
That He would touch the child she brought, 

He bless'd the "little one.'' 

And I, a little straying lamb, 
May come to Jesus as I am, 

Though goodness I have none ; 
May now be folded to His breast, 
As birds within the parents' nest, 

And be His " little one." 

And He can do all this for me, 
Because in sorrow on the tree 

He once for sinners hung ; 
And having washed their sin,i away, 
He now rejoices, day by day, 

To cleanse the "little one.'' 

Others there are who love me too ; 
But who, with all their love, can do 

·what Jesus Christ bath done? 
Then if He teaches me t'.l pray, 
I'll surely go to Him and say, 

Lord, bless thy "little one." 

Thus by this gracious Shepherd fed, 
And by His mercy gently led 

Where liYing waters run, 
My greatest pleasure will be this, 
That I'm a little lamb of His, 

,vho loves the "little one." 
Anon. 



274 DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Founded on a fact related in " Old 
Jonathan." 

A LADY, one who loved the Lord, 
\Vithin her chamber prayed, 

That God would deign to show her how 
She might be useful made. 

\Vhen on her mind it was imprest 
That she must go to see 

A widow, who was living near, 
In lowly poverty. 

Some candles she must take with her
How strange the mission seemed ! 

Some bread or meat, the lady thought, 
\V ould be more useful deemed. 

But, heeding the impression given, 
Her way she quickly made, 

With candles and some other gifts, 
The widow poor to aid. 

She found her rising from her knees 
In poverty and gloom ; 

They scarcely could each other see, 
So dark.some was the room. 

'' I just have prayed," the widow said, 
" That God would send a light." 

And when a candle was J?l'Oduced, 
Her aged face grew bright. 

" I havo a Bible here," she said, 
" Large print-'twas lent to me ; 

But I could not, without a light, 
Its sacred pages see ; 

But now my Father, by your hands, 
Has well supplied my need : 

How kind and gracious is the Lord 
My humble prayer to heed ! " 

Her friend replied, that sent by God 
She to the cottage came ; 

And they together joined in praise 
To His most holy name. 

Thus we behold how God the Lord 
Indites and answers prayer ; 

And how His well-loved people may 
Each other's burdens bear. 

THEODORA. 

Wellinborough. 

J tn.ominatianal ~ntdligtn.ct. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REV. T. G. RosE has resigned the charge 
of the church, Long Buckby, after a pas
torate of seven years. 

Rev. David Lewis, of Neyland, Pem
brokeshire, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church, Knighton, 
Radnorshire. 

Rev. A. R. Morgan, late of Grantown, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of the church, Waterbeach, Cam
!Jrid gesb ire. 

Rev.James Jack, of Leeds, has accepted 
a cordial invitation to the pastorate of 
Clarence-street chapel, Penzance. 

Rev. J. Marmaduke Bergin has inti
mated his intention to resign the pas
torate of the church assembling in Bris
tol-road chapel, Weston-super-Mare, at 
Christmas. 

Rev. W. A. Thomas (late of Henrietta
street) has accepted a call to the pas
torate of the church, Peniel Tabernacle, 
Chalk Farm-road, N.W. 

Rev. H. Price, student of the College, 
Haverfordwest, has received an invita
tion to become the pastor of the church, 
Talgarth. 

Rev. R. Priske will terminate his 
ministry at Hanley on the first Sunday 
in October, having accepted an invitation 
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to the pastorate of the church a.t Tew; 
Oxfordshire, and will commence his 
la.hours there on Sunday, October 8th. 

Rev. W. Mummery, of Cossey, Nor
folk, ·has accepted the unanimous in
vitation of the church, Eynsford, Kent, 
to become their pastor. 

Rev. T. E. Rawlings has intimated 
that he intends to resign his pastorate at 
Congleton, Cheshire. 

Mr. H. W. Taylor, of the Metropolitan 
College, has accepted the invitation of 
the church, Markyate-street, Herta, to 
become its pastor. 

Rev. G. Turner, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted an in
vitation from the church at present wor
shipping in the Mayfield-street Mission 
Hall, Dalston, to become their pastor. It 
is intended to build a new place c,f wor· 
ship in the neighbour.hood as soon as a 
suitable site can be obtained . 

. . Rev. T. Smith, formerly of Wootton, 
Beds, and late pastor of the church, 
Road, Somerset, has accepted the pas
torate of the church, Stevington, near 
Bedford. 

Rev. J. J. Williams, of Liverpool, has 
accept.eel a cordial invitation to the pas
torate of the church at Pwllheli, Carnar
vonshire, and intends commencing his 
ministrations there in October. Very 
deep regret is felt by the Welsh church 
at Athol-street at this intimation, and 
parting with Mr. Williams, who has 
laboured there for upwards of ten years. 

Mr. F. Groombridge of the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon's College has accepted the pas
totage of the church worshipping at the 
Cottagers' Chapel, Finchley, N. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 

GRA.NTOWN.-Reoognition services in 
connection with the settlement of Mr. 
Steel as pastor of the church, Grantown, 
were held on Tuesday evening, the 29th 
of August. Rev. Wm. Grant. gave the 
charge to Mr. Steel. Rev. C. Chambers, 
addressed the Church. Addresses were 
delivered by Mr. Glen; Rev. James 
Grant; Rev. C. Chambers; and Rev. 
William Stuart. Sinoe Mr. Steel came 
amongst us he has baptized about twenty, 
who have been added to the church. 
We have also engaged a missionary to 
labour in the strath. . 

On Thursday, September 7th, services 

were held in connection with the settle
ment of the Rev. G. Stanley as pa~tor 
of the church, Whitstable. fn the 
afternoon the Rev. G. Rogers delivere,l 
the charge to the pastor. In the evening 
the Rev. W. H. Burtnn addressed the 
church and congregation. Addresses 
were also delivered by tbe Revs . .J. H. 
Pring, J. L. Keys, A. M'Kinley, and 
J. Crofts, Mr. Rogers presiding. 

In the flourishing village of West Vale, 
Halifax, Y orkahire, a new cause bas 
been planted, chiefly by the agency of 
the Baptist church worshipping in 
North Parade, Halifax. In 186:3 a room 
was rented, and a Sabbath-~chool and 
preaching services were commenced. In 
August, 1869, a new chapel, school
rooms, and minister's house were com
pleted at a cost of about £2,000 ; aml a 
short time ago steps were taken for the 
purpose of forming a separate church, 
and securing a resident minister. Mem
bers of the Halifax church, residing in 
and near West Vale, were amicably dis
missed. 'The Rev. Thomas Gill, of 
Allerton, Bradford, accepted their invi
tation to the pastorate, and tbe inaugu
ral services were held on Satnrdav, 
Sept. 2nd, 1871. Mr. J. Binns presided 
at the meeting for recognizing the pastor. 
Rev. W. Gray described the nature of a 
Christian church. Rev. Isaac Preston, 
pastor of the parent church, proposed 
the usual questions. The Rev. J. Haley 
offered special prayer for pastor and 
people; and the Rev. _J. Preston gave 
an address on the relations 1:etweEn the 
church and the pastor. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

AT the first anniversary of the settle
ment of Rev. Thomas Ryder over the 
church in Stoney-street, Nottingham, on 
Tuesday evening, the 5th of September, 
a purse containing fifteen sovereigns :was 
presented to Mr. Ryder by E. BarW1ck, 
Esq., on behalf of the church. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. T. 'vV. Hand
ford, E. K. Everett, and Messrs. H. 
Hickling, H. Cooper, F. Ferneyhough, 
jun., E. Barwick, and W. Bown. 

At Union Branch chapel, "\Vest Gortcn, 
on Thursday evening, Sept. 7th, a pre
sentation was made on the behalf d the 
Sunday-school children to Mr. George 
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:Matthews of a handsome timepiece, and 
on behalf of the friends, both at Oxford
road Chapel and \Vest Gorton, a purse of 
fifty guineas, and an illuminated memo
rial recapitulating Mr. Matthews' long 
and unwearied devotion to the mission at 
\Yest C:orton. 

On Tuesday, the 1/\t.h August, at the 
Shacklewell Baptist chapel, the pastor 
(ReY. T. \V. Cave) was presented with a 
purse of gold and a handsome Bible. 

SorTR SHIELDS.-On Thursdav even
ing, August 3rd, the teachers ·of the 
Barrington-street and Anderson's - lane 
Sabbath-schools, met for the purpose of 
presenting a testimonial to Mr. Nicholas 
Dobson, the late superintendent of the 
Anderson·s-lane school, on the occasion 
of his leaYing them for the :Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, to prepare for the 
ministry. The teetimonial, which was 
presented by their esteemed pastor, the 
H.eY. Walter Hanson, consisted of a copy 
of the Holy Scriptnres, also three other 
excellent works on the Miracles, the 
Parables, and the Atonement. Addresses 
were also delivered by Deacons Trobe, 
Sanderson, and Bruce, and by Messrs. 
\Yilkin, Buck, Lovely, and Murray, 
teachers of the schools. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

A ~EW chapel has just been erected in 
(}resham-road, Bariugton-road, Brixton, 
and opened for Divine service. A bazaar 
was held in the chapel on behalf of the 
building fund. It was opened with an 
inaugural address from the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon. . 

. Our Magazine for September contamed 
a report of the circumstances connected 
with the laying of the memorial-stone of 
a new chapel at Little Stukeley, one of 
the group of churches connected with 
Trinty Church, Huntingdon. We reeord 
a similar event as having taken plaee at 
Great Stoughton, another village i~
cluded in the same group. Stoughton 1s 
a much more populous place than Stuke
ley, and the chapel there is to be pro
portionately larger than the one at the 
latter village. The engagements of the 
day were very like those at the former 
stone-laying, and in addition to Bateman 
.Brown, Esq., who laid the stone, and 
the Revs. J. H. Millard, H.A., and L. 

'Llewellyn, the following gentlemen took 
part in the proceedings :-Messrs. Henry 
Goodman, T. B. Ridgley, and the Revs, 
T. Lloyd, J. S. Wyard, T. Milligan, ancl 
W. Omant. The proceeds amounted to 
about :£30. 

On Thursday, August 10th, an iron 
chapel was opened at Eastbourne, for the 
use of the church and congregation under 
the ministry of Rev. G. H. Sandwell. 
Divine service was held in the afternoon, 
when the Rev. Dr. Landels preached. 
In the evening a public meeting was held, 
presided over by the pastor ; the Revs. 
J. Wilkins, vV. Miller, and other ministers 
and friends taking part in the proceedings. 
Only a year has elapsed since this move
ment was set on foot, but in this brief 
time a church has been formed, and large 
and increasing congregations gathered. 
The new chapel will seat nearly 500 per
sons. A considerable debt still remains 
upon the building. 

The opening services at the new chapel, 
Hounslow, were held on Wednesday, the 
23rd ult. The preacher was the Rev. W. 
Stott. In the evening a public meeting 
was held, presided over by the Rev. S 
Green, and addressed by the Revs. T. 
Henson, J. T. Dunn, T. Henwood, and 
J. Burtt. A statement was made by the 
secretary, Mr. T. Stracy, of Heston, set
ting forth the history of the building. 
The chapel is a substantial brick building, 
fitted for the accommodation of about 
300 persons, and will cost about :£350. 
Nearly £200 have been already subscribed 
by the friends, and special efforts are 
still being made to raise the remaining 
£150. 

A few weeks since, a large company 
assembled at West Retford, to witness 
the turning of the first sod of the ground 
on which a chapel is to be built for the 
Rev. J. J. Dalton. The friends in this 
town have resolved to provide a more 
attractive house of prayer in lieu of the 
present inconvenient and old-fashioned 
chapel. 

The Baptists of Gloucester have pur
chased the old premises immediately 
opposite their chapel, in Brunswich-road, 
where they intend to erect a new school 
and class-rooms, in order that the 
present school-room may be utilised in 
affording increased chapel accommoda
tion, so as to seat 1,000 persons. This 
is greatly needed, as the committee 
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have for a long time been unable com
fortably to accommodate the large con
gregation which usually assemble there. 
The present chapel was built in 1847-8 • 
and within the last 30 years about :£3,000 
have been raised for building purposes. 
The present pastor, the Rev. J. Bloom
field, commenced his ministry last 
summer, under encouraging circumstan
ces, the church members numbering 
nearly 300, with over 500 Sunday-school 
children, the congregations good, and 
nearly :£50 in hand for the extension of 
the building. At present £300 are availa
ble; but the contemplated expense, is 
about £3,000. 

[This is a most deserving case. We 
trust our friends will meet with the 
sympathy they so richly deserve.] 

ENFIELD HIGHWAY.-The memorial 
stone of a new chapel was laid on 
Wednesday, August 2:kd, by Alderman 
Cotton, Esq.,supported b:J: Colonel Dixon, 
R.A., and James Abb1s, Esq., J.P. 
The ceremony began in the evening 
by the pastor, Andrew Doel, giving out 
a hymn. The Rev. W. Jones offered 
prayer. The pastor presented the 
alderman with a beautifully engraved 
silver trowel, in the name of the Baptist 
church worshipping at 'l'otteridge-road 
with which he lald the stone. Mr. 
Cotton, Colonel Dixon, R.A., and James 
Abbis, Esq., J.P., addressed the meeting, 
after which tea was provided in the old 
chapel, which was densely crowded. 
After tea a public meeting was held 
within the walls of the new building 
(being about twelve feet high), where 
every preparation and facility had been 
ma.de by Major Sandy, the architect, 
and Mr. Gardener, the builder. The 
pastor opened the meeting, after which 
Alderman Cotton was voted into the 
chair. A number of speeches were given, 
and the p!l.stor stated that they began 
their existence as a church in 1868 with 
twelve members. Since that time they 
had built the present chapel, and paid 
for it, and bought the piece of freehold 
land on which the new chapel is being 
erected and had a good round sum 
towards the new building. If they 
realised the promises they expected they 
would have :£500 towards £1,150, the 
cost of the building, They had also 
increased the number of members to 
forty-one, 

NEW CHURCHES. 

AN effort is ma.king at Maidenhea<l to 
form a Baptist church. Services have 
been conducted for the past three months 
by Mr Gla.uville, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle : and when sufficient funds 
can be raiseJ a chapel will at once be 
erected. 

For the last two or three months the 
Rev. J. Cox has been preaching at the 
Cambridge Hall, Harrow-road, W., with 
a view of establishing a. Baptist 
cause, and on Wednesday, August 16th, 
a public meeting was held, presided over 
by Rev. J. M. Cox, who stated that 
fourteen persons had already desired to 
be formed into a church, and that the 
offerings had been enough to pay the 
expenses of the hall up to that night ; 
they, however, needed a better place to 
meet in, and he hoped soon to announce 
particulars respeciing it. Ad<lresses 
were then given by th3 Revs. 8. Hall, 
W. Meadows, and J. 0. Fellows. 

FORMATION OF TIIB BAPTIST CHGRCH, 
HoRNSEY RrsE.-On Sunday Evening, 
September8rd. an interesting service was 
held in the Homsey Rise Baptist Chapel, 
some fifty persons received the right ha.nu 
of fellowship bythePastorFranklin Smith, 
after which the Lord's Supper was ad
ministered, and an address to candidates 
and spectators given. On the following 
Tuesday, September5th, a church tea.and 
recognition meeting was held, nearly 100 
persons sat down to tea when Rev. J. 
Morgan gave an earnest word to those 
assembled at the meeting which followed. 
An appropriate address was given by 
Rev. J. Corbin, Revs. C. B. Sawday, l'. 
Starkey, P. Gast. T. Wheatley, anJ. T. 
G. Atkinson took part in the service. 
The Baptist interest in this neighbour
hood is entirely new, the chapel itself 
being in the hands of;the Free Church of 
England until November last, since then 
success has attended the word prea.che(l. 
£200 have been expended on the chapel 
and premises ; new vestries added ; 
chapel remodelled, enlarged, and deco
rated. There can be no doubt as to the 
need of a Baptist interest in this locality, 
and there are hundreds of persons 
coming out from the City every year, 
and though scarcely a. dozen houses were 
to be seen ten years ago, the neigh
bourhood is now rapidly tilling up. 
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There is one thing which we as a church 
urgently need, viz. :-A Baptiste,·y. This 
we canuot get unless our Baptist 
friends or others from outside will help 
us, the cost will be :£15. The friends have 
raised £5. Should this meet the eye of 
any who feel interested in our case, we 
shall feel grateful to receive any contri
bution to that objects. Address.-Pastor 
F. M. Smith, Kinsgton House, Hornsey 
Rise, London. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

SPECIAL services have lately been held 
in connection with the sixth anniversary 
of the opening of the church at Bromley. 
Sermons were preached on Sunday, August 
27th, by Mr. Davies of Greenwich, and 
Mr. Honour of Deptford. At the public 
meeting held in the chapel on the follow
ing Wednesday addresses were delivered 
by Revs. A. G. Brown, G. T. Edgley, 
J. Collins, and the pastor, Rev. A. Tes
sier. The proceeds of the services amounted 
to about £60. 

NORTHERN AssocIATION.-The quar
terly meeting of the ministers of the 
Northern Baptist Association was held 
on Tuesday, the 12th September, at 
Grano-e-road Chapel, Darlington, when a 
paper° on " Our Church Polity" was read 
by the Rev. A. Bowden, and a. dis~~ssion 
opened in which nearly all the mllllsters 
took part. The Association Committee 
met at the same place in the afternoon, 
and arrangements were made for each 
church in the association to be visited by 
a deputation. consisting of a minister and 
a layman. The object of the visitation is 
" to stir up the churches to renewed and 
extended efforts for the evangelisation of 
their respective districts, and to increased 
liberality for denominational objects." 
The Rev. ,v. Walters, who is about to 
remove to Birmingham, resigned the 
office of Association Secretary. Resolu
tions were unanimously passed, expressive 
of deep regret at the loss of his services, 
and earnest prayer for his future useful
ness. Rev. W. Hanson, of South Shields, 
was appointed Association Secretary. The 
Northern Association has now two evan
gelists engaged within its district, and is 
about to engage a third. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Baptist 
Union of Wales was held at Cefnmawr, 
Denbigh,on the 22nd and 23rd of August. 

Tuesday was devoted chiefly to matbers 
pertaining to the building fund. In the 
evening of the day several sermons were 
preached in six of the nearest ohapels by 
ten or twelve ministers. The annual 
sermons were delivered by Re,·s. H. Mor
gan and T. Lewis. On Wednesday the 
business of the Union commenced, when 
an address was given by Rev. J. Robinson 
the Chairman of the Union for the year'. 
The report of the Union was read by the 
two secretaries, Rev. J. R. Williams and 
Rev. E. Jones, Ruthin. There are in 
Wales 11 associations, 9 of them being 
W: elsh and 2 English. 10 of these con
tarn 541 churches and 79 branches with 
336 ministers and 258 assistants 0

; the 
total number of members is 59,211, and 
of Sabbath-school scholars, 54,088. In 
the afternoon there was a large com
mittee of the Union, in which various 
resolutions were discussed and passed 
and a paper was read by Rev. H. Jones' 
M . .A.., upon '' The Best Mode of Securing 
Individual Effort- and Co-operation with 
Religion." After this an. address was 
given by Mr. Ll. Jenkins, upon "The 
Poor of our Churches and our Duty 
towards. them." In the evening of the 
same day there was a large public meeting. 
Several brethren spoke upon the '' Aged 
Baptist Ministers' Society," which is ·to 
be commenced on January 1st, 1872, and 
there is every probability of its being a 
success. After this the Rev. B. Williams 
(Pembury) opened to the meeting the 
plan about to be adopted to assist in 
building new chapels, as well as to pay 
off various old debts now pressing upon 
many churches. 

On Tuesday, the 12th September, a 
public meeting was held in the Old Kent
road Baptist Church, Sylvan Grove, to 
commemornte the completion of the re
pairs and alterations. The Rev. C. Star
ling occupied the chair, and the meeting 
was addressed by the following ministers 
and friends : - Revs. G. Gurr, J. B. 
Field, T. G. Gathercole, W. T. Collins, 
&c. A liberal collection was made. It 
is expected that the whole of the debt 
will be speedily cleared off. 

BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONS.-A deeply 
interesting meeting, in behalf of the 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society, was 
held at Lake-road Chapel, Landport, 
Portsmouth, on Monday evening, Sep
tember 4th. Rev. T. W. Medhurst pre-
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slllled. Revs. A. Tilly and G. H. Wea
therly conducted the devotional services. 
Stirring · Missionary addresses were de
livered by Revs. W. A. Jellie, Baboo 
Golza Shah, Fred. Trestrail (late Secre
tary of the Baptist Missionary Society), 
and J, Gelson Gregson. Revs. J. Hunt 
Cooke, H. Kitching, J. Eames, and W. 
Rose, also took part in the meeting. 
There was a large attendance. 

The Baptist chapel at Poplar having 
been close for enlargement was reopened 
by a series of services which commenced 
on the 7th, when the Rev. Dr. Landels 
preached, and on Sunday last were 
brought to a close by two sermons by the 
Rev. Josephus Bailey, of Clapton. All 
the services were attended by a respect
able congregation, and liberal collections 
were made. 

The Quarterly Meeting of the Metro
politan Association of Strict Baptist 
Churches was held at East-street Baptist 
Chapel, Walworth, on Friday, September 
8th. "A goodly number of the churches" 
were represented. Two churches were 
received into the association, viz., those 
at Wilderne2s-row and at New Malden, 
Surrey. With a view to render the asso
ciation more efficient, the Vice-president 
generously offered :£10 towards a fund of 
:£100 for the extension of the principles 
tbe association is formed to promote, on 
condition that the rest be raised by the 
associated churches. A resolution was 
passed, pledging the association to raise 
the remainder by the next quarterly 
meoting. In the evening a public meeting 
was held ; Mr. Crumpton, the president, 
in the chair. Speeches were made by the 
chairman, Mr. Wilkins, of Soho, Mr. J. 
T. Briscoe, of Meard's-court, Mr. Griffin, 
and Mr Alderson. They all lamented 
the lack of prosperity in the churches. 

TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHAPEL, Fox
HOLE.-The Jubilee services of the above 
chapel were held on the 12th, 13th, and 
14th inst., when sermons were preached 
by the Revs. D. Hughes, D. Thomas, and 
R. A. Jones ; L. Thomas, D. D., H. 
Gwerfyl James, D. Edmonds, &~. The 
attendance at each of the services was 
large, and the sermons good. 

Last year the American Baptist B~ard 
of Missions· received 203,000 dols. mto 
its treasury. This year they propose to 
raise, at least, 230,000 dols., which they 
think can easily be done by the " one and 

a half million of Baptists." A little over 
fifty years ago th8- Baptist Board had one 
mission, one missionary, and one convert. 
Now they have 13 missions, 1,800 stations 
and out-stations, 750 mission churches, 
and 50,000 converts. That indicates 
progress. 

LIVERPOOL.-On SuJ?-day, August 28, 
1871, the annual meetmg of the Welsh 
Baptist chapel, Hall-lane, was held. Ser
mons were preached by the Revs. R. 
Ellis, and A. Parry. On Tuesday, the 
annual tea-meeting was held, with a large 
attendance, numbering between six and 
seven hundred people, and after tea there 
wasameetingheldin the chapel, which was 
addressed by the Rev. R. Ellis and other 
gentlemen in Welsh and English. Tb.e 
Rev. William Thomas in the chair. The 
collections on Sunday, and the proceeds 
of the tea-party, went towards the re
maining debt on the chapel. 

NEWBURY BAPTIST CHAPEL-EXTINC
TION OF THE DEBT.-Services commemo
rating the above were held on Sunday 
and Tuesday, Sept. 10 and 12. Rev. J. 
Drew, of Margate, the pastor of the 
church at the. time of the buildir.g of the 
new chapel, preached on Sunday. On 
Tuesday, the present pastor, Rev. J. E. 
Cracknell, presided at the luncheon in 
the mornin.,.; in the afternoon, Rev. F. 
Tucker, B. A. , preached. In the evening, 
a public meeting was held, presided over 
by the mayor R. A. Ryott, Esq. Rev. 
E. W. Shalden, J. Duffi.11, D. Hartling, 
and .Alderman Flint took pa.rt in the days 
proceedings. 

QUEENSLAND.-We have received from 
this distant place a very interesting ac
count of the Sunday-school for the past 
year. Seven of the scholars have been 
baptized during the last few months. 

BAPTISMS. 
Bristol, King-street Baptist chapel.-August 291 

Four, by Rev. C. Nightingale! pastor. 
ButJbrook, Northamptonsh1re.-.-\ugnst 6; One; 

Sept. 3, Two. by the Pastor, E. M. C. Bottenll. 
.Desbarouqh, near Market H11rborough.-Aug. 13, 

Two, by l\Ir. D. Gee; Sept. 11, One, by Mr. Dunn, 
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

Esher, Surrey.-March 30, Three: June ~.One; 
June 25, Six; August 2, Two, by J.E. Pernn. 

Halifax, Trinity-road.-l\Iarch 29, Nine; May 
'>S Fi'Ve • June 301 Five; August 27, S,x, by J. 
P~rker.' 

H<1dclenham.-July 19, Eleven, by J. Smith. 
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Lufon, Park-street.-Angust 31, Se,en, by J. W. 
(~c-nd.erf-. 

},frtr•op()fUnn Di.'lf1•frt-
A/ett·opolifan Tabernacle.-Angm~t 28, Sixteen. by 

ReY.J. A.Spurgeoui August.31 1 Fourteen, byllov. 
B. Da\'ig_ • 

I'en,·er Tffbet·rMcle. Chalk Fa.rm-road.-August 31 
Fi't"<:':, by \V. A. Rlftlrn, of Rrcntrord. ' 

S111·1·e!1-lcme, Bnttcrsen..-August 31, Threo, by 
A. G. Short., pastor. 

Spenccr-plat"e, Goswell-rond.-Scpt. 3, Four, by 
P. Gast. 

Peterborowrll~ Tsthernacle.-April 30, Two j Mo.y 
28, One: July 2:3, Three, by C. J. Johmmu. 

_Pot'tsmonth, Lnn<lport, Lake-road.-August 31, 
Five, by T. IY. Mcdhurst. 

Soutl1 Sliield.s, Bn.rrington-street. - August 2, 
Tb.ree. by Wn.lton Hanson. 

Shef;ford, Cambridge.-August 2i, Five, by Rev. 
n. J. E,aus, pastor. 

Shreu:.<;tntr!J, Wyle Cop chapel. - June , One ; 
~cpt. 3, Three, by Rev. T. Jones. · 

Shrmcsbu1·.l/, St. John's-hill chapel.-Sept. 10, 
Two, by Pastor James Manning. 

Tli01·!'erton, near Ex.eter.-Sept. 13, Two, by Mr. 
John Coles. 

Thurleigh., Beds.-Jan. 29, One; July 31, Two, by 
(~. Chandler. 

Torquay, Upton-,a.le. - Sept. a; Six., by E. 
Edwards. 

Whitfln;ea, Zion chapcl.-Sept. 3, One, by Ptt3tor 
D . .A£hby. 

RECENT DEATHS. 

,\TE have to record, with sorrow, the 
death of Rev. Dr. BELL, pastor of the 
church at Shouldham-street, which took 
pbce on Sunday, Sept. 10. His end was 
peace. 

July 19, at Andover, Mrs. SAm!A 
BA VERSTOCK, wife of Mr. Thomas Baver
stock. She had been a consistent, de
voted member of the Baptist Church at 
Andover forty years, had been a great 
sufferer of late, but bore her trials with 
calm patience and resignation. Her end 
was peace, in her 67th year. 

On September 10, at Neath, Glamor
ganshire, after a very brief illness, MARIA, 
the beloved wife of the Rev. Levi Thomas 
D.D., formerly minister of the church: 
Narberth, Pembroke, fell asleep in Jesus 
aged 74 years. During the greater part 
of her earlier life, Mrs. Thomas was a. 
devoted and zealous member of the Estab
lished Church, but by marriage with Mr. 
Thomas, she had an extensive opportunity 
of acquainting herself with the principles 
of the Baptists. She availed herself of 
the opportunity, and like the Bereans of 
old, searched the Scriptures for herself, 
and was convinced of the Scripturaloess 
of the believer's baptism. She was, at the 
time of her death, connected with the 
English Baptist cause at Neath, to which 
town Mr. Thomas removed some years 
ago. She leaves behind her a large circle 
of friends, whom she endeared to herself 
by a native refinement and purity, gen
tleness and kindness of disposition which 
could not be surpassed. She fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Receipts from August 18th, to September 19th, 1871. 
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J. W. S. Dawlish ... 
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Edge ........ . 
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A Widow's Mite, per 
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Mr. T. Gregory .. . 
1>Ira. S. Clifton ..... . 
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17 
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STRONG FAITH IN A FAITHFUL GOD.• 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TAllERNACLE, :BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

"I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all things for me."
Psa.lm lvii. 2. 

DAVID was in the cave of Adullam. He had fled from Saul, his remorseless foe; 
and had found shelter in the clefts of the rock. In the beginning of this psalm he 
rings the alarm bell, and very loud is the sound of it. "Be merciful unto me," and 
then the clapper hits the other side of the bell. "Be merciful unto me." He 
utters his miherere again and again. "My soul trusteth in Thee; yea, in the 
shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast." 
Thus he solaces himself by faith in his God. Faith is ever an active grace. Its 
activity, however, is first of all manifested in prayer. This precedes any action. 
"I will cry," says he, "unto God most high." You know how graciously he was 
preserved in the cave, even when Saul was close at his heels. Amongst the 
winding intricacies of those caverns, he was enabled to conceal himself, though 
his enemy, with armed men, was close at hand. The Targum has a note upon 
this, which may or may not be true. It states that a spider spun its web over the 
door of that part of the cave where David was concealed. The legend is not unlike 
one told of another king at a later time. It may have been true of David, and it 
is quite as likely to be true of the other. If so, David would, in such a passage 
as this, have directed his thoughts to the little acts God had performed for him 
which had become great in their results. If God makes a spider spin a web to 
save his servant's life, David traces his deliverance not to the spider, but to the 
wonder-working Jehovah, and he saith, "I will cry unto God most high, unto God 
that performeth all things for me." It is delightful to see these exquisite prayers 
come from holy men in times of extreme distreas. As the sick oyster makes the 
pearl and not the healthy one, so doth it seem as if the child of God brought forth 
gems of prayer in affliction more pure, brilliant, and sparkling, than any that he 
produces in times of joy and exultation. 

Our text is capable of three meanings, To these three meanings we shall call 
your attention briefly. "Unto God who performeth all things for me." First, 
there is in.ftnifo .Providence, As it stands, the words, "all things," you perceive 
have been added by the translators ; not that they were mistaken in so doing for 
the unlimited expression, "God that performeth for me," allows them to supply 
the ellipsis without any violation of the sense. Secondly, there is inviolable faith
fulness, as we know that David here referred to God's working out the fulfilment 
of the promises He had made. We sang just now of the sweet promise of His 
grace as the performing God. I think Dr. Watts borrowed that expression from 
this verse. Thirdly, there is a certainty of ultimate completeness. The original 
has for its root the word "finishing," and now working it out, it means a God that 
performeth or, as it were, perfects and accomplishes all things conc~rning_me. What
ever there is in His promise or covenant that I may need, He w:ill pertect for me. 

I. To begin with the marvellous providence. The text, as 1t stands, speaks cf 
a service-" I will cry unto God most high ; unto God that performeth all thmgs 
for me." "All things," that is to say, in everyt~ing that I have to _do_ I am but 
an instrument in His hand ; it is God that doeth 1t for me, The Christian has no 
right to have anything to do for which he ca~not _ask God's h~lp .. Nay, he should 
have no business which he could not leave with his God. It 1s his to work and to 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting a.ud translating is reserve,!. 
No. 156, NEW SERIES. • 
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exercise prudence, but it is his to call in the aid of God to his work and to leave 
the care of it with the God who careth for him. Any work in whioh he cannot ask 
Divine co-operation, the care of which he cannot cast upon God is unfit for him 
to be engaged in. Depend upon it, if I cannot say of the whole ~f my life " God 
performeth all things for me," there is sin somewhere, evil lmks in the disposition 
thereof. If I am living in such a state that I cannot ask God to carry out for me 
t~e enterprises I have embarked in, and entirely rely on His providence for the 
tissues, then what I ca?not ask Him to do for me, neither have I any right to do 
for myself .. Let us think, therefore, of t~e whole of our ordinary life, and apply 
the text to 1t. Should we not each morrung cry unto God to give us help through 
the day ? Though we are not going out to preach ; though we are not going up to 
the. assembly for worship; though it_ is only our or?i_nary business that ordinary 
busmess ought to be a consecrated thmg. Opportumt1es for God's service should 
be sou~ht in our common avocations; we may glorify God very much therein. On 
the other hand our souls may suffer serious damage, we may do much mischief to 
the cause of Christ in the ordinary walk of any one day. It is for us then to begin 
the day with prayer-to continue all through the day in the same spirit, and to 
close the day by commending whatsoever we have done to that same Lord, 
Any success attending that day, if it be real success, is of God who gives it to us. 
" Exeept the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it," is a state
ment applicable to the whole of Christian life. It is vain to rise earlv and sit 
up late, and eat the bread of carefulness, for so He giveth His beloved sleep. If 
there be any true blessing, such blessing, as J abez craved, when he said, "Oh, that 
Thou wouldst bless me indeed," it must come from the God of heaven; it can come 
from nowhere else. Cry then, Christian, concerning your common life to God, 
say continually I will cry unto God most high; unto God that performeth all 
things for you. 

Peradventure at this hour you are troubled about some petty little thing, or you 
have been through the day exer?ised about some trivial matter. Do you not th~ 
we often suffer more from our httle troubles than for oiir great ones? A thorn m 
the foot will irritate our temper, while the dislocation of a joint would reveal our 
fortitude. Often the man who would bear the loss of a fortune with the equanimity 
of Job, will wince and fume Ullder a paltry annoyance that might rather excite a 
smile than a groan. We are apt to be disquieted in vain. Does not this very much 
arise from our forgetting that God performeth all things for us? Do we not 
ignore the fact that our success in little things, our rightness in the minutire in 
life, Olli' comfort in these inconsiderable trifles depends upon His'blessing? Know 
,e not that God can make the gnat and the fly to be a greater trouble to Egypt, 
than the murrain, the thunder, or the storm? Little trials, if unblessed;--if 
unattended with the Divine favoru, may scoruge you fearfully and betray you mto 
much sin. Co=end them to God then. And little blessings as you think them, 
if taken away from you, would soon involve very serious consequences. Thank 
God then for the little. Put the little into Bis hand ; it is nothing to Jehovah to 
work in the little, for the great is little to Him. There is not m_uch difference, 
after all, in our littles and our greats to the infinite mind of our glonous God. Cast 
all on Him who numbers the hairs of your head, and suffers not a sparrow to fall 
to the ground without His decree. Unto God cry about the little th~gs, for He 
performeth all things for us. Do I speak to some w~o are contemplat~ng a ~r.eat 
change in life? Take not that step, my brother, without much careful wa1tmg 
upon God; but if thou be persuaded that the change is one that ha~h the Master's 
approbation, fear not, for He performeth all things for the~. At t~1s moment thou 
hast many perplexities; thou rnaye,t chafe thyself with anxiety, ~nd. make 
thyself foolish with shilly-shallying if thou dost sport with fancy, conJurmg up 
Lright d1·~ams, and yielding to dark forebodings, There is many a knot we seek 
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to untie, wbieh were better cut with the swo:rd of faith. We should end our 
diffioulti~s by leaving them with 1:(im who knows the end from the beginning. 
Up to this moment you ha.ve been Mghtly led: you ha.ve the same guide. To this 
hour, He who sent the cloudy pilla.r, has led you rightly through the devious 
traok-wa.ys of the wilderness; follow still, w:ith a. sure confidence tha.t all is well. 
If ye keep close to Him, He performeth a.11 things for you. Ta.ke your guidance 
from His Word, a.nd wa.iting upon Him in pra.yer, you need not fea.r. Just now, 
mayhap, in addition to some exciting dilemma, you a.re surrounded with rea.l 
trouble and distress. Will it not be well to cry unto God most high, who now in 
the time of your stra.it and difficulty, will show Himself a.ga.in to you a. God a.11-
suffioient to His people in their times of need. He is alwa.ys near. I rlo not know 
that He ha.s said, " When thou walkest through the green pa.stures I will be with 
thee, and when thy wa.y lies hard by the river of the water of life, where lilies 
bloom, J will strengthen thee." I believe He will do so, but I do not remember such 
a promise; but, " When thou goest through the rivers, I will be with thee," is a 
well-known word of His. If ever He is present it shall be in trial: if He can be 
absent, iL will certainly not be when His servants most want His- a.id. Rest ye in 
Him then. But you say, "I can do so little in this time of difficulty." Do what 
thou ca.nst, but lea.ve the rest to Him. If thou seest no way of escape, doth it 
follow tha.t there is none? If thou seest no help, is it therefore to be inferred that 
help ca.nnot come? Thy Lord a.nd Sa.viour found no friend among the whole family 
of man, " Yet," said He, "could I not presently pray to My Fa.ther, a.nd He 
would send Me twelve legions of angels?" Were it needful for thy help, the 
squadrons of heaven would leave the glory-land to come to thy rescue-the least 
and poorest of the children of God as thou ma.yest be. He will perform for thee : 
be thou obedient, trustful, patient. 'Tis thine to obey, 'tis His to command, 'tis 
thine to perceive, 'tis His to perform. He will perform all things for you. Very 
likely amongst this audience &ome a.re foolish enough to perplex themselves a.s to 
their future life, and foresta.1 the time when they shall grow old and their vigour 
shall be abated. It is always unwise to a.nticipate our troubles. "Sufficient =to 
the day is the evil thereof." Of all self-torture that of importing future trouble 
into present account is penhaps the most insane. Do you tell me you cannot 
help looking into the future. Well, then, look and peer into the distance as far a.s 
your wea.k vision can reach, but do not breathe upon the telescope with your 
anxious breath a.nd fancy you see clouds. On the contrary, just wipe your eyes 
with the soft kerchief of some gra.cious word of promise, and hold your breath while 
you gaze through that transpa.rent medium. Use the eye-salve of faith. Then 
wha.tever you discern of the future, you will a.lso descry this. He rules and He 
overrules: He will make all things work together for good; He will surely bring 
you through. Goodness and mercy shall follow you all t~e_days of _your life, and 
you sha.U dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. He it is who will perform all 
things for yon. Oh, strange infatua.tion ! You see your weakness, you see the 
temJ,>ta.tions that will assail you, and the troubles ~hat threaten you, and_ you ai:e 
afraid. Look away from them all. This is no busmess of_yours. Leave it m HIS 
ha.nds who will mana"'e well who will be sure to do the kmdest and the best thmg 
for yo~, be of good coifidenc~ and rest in peace. So shall it ~e e_ven at life's close. 
He performeth all things for me. I have the boundary of hfe m the prospective, 
the almost certainty that I must die. Unless the Lord _comes before my term ex
pires, I must close these eyes, gather up ~hese feet m the bed, breathe a last 
gasp, and yield my soul to Him who gave 1t. Well,. fear not; He help~d me to 
live: he will help me to die. He has m:3-de me perfo:'°:1 up to tlu_s momeut my 
allotted task; yea, He has performed 1t for me, g1vmg _me His grace and 
working His providence with me. Shall I fear t~at He will desert me at t~e 
last? He performeth not some things, but all things, a.nd he ca.nnot on11t this 



RTRONG FAITH IN A FAITHFUL GOD, 

most important thing which often makes me tremble. No· that must be inoluded 
fo! all things are mi~e-~eath ~s well as life. I leave my' dying hour, then, with 
Hun, and nev_er bodmg 111 of 1t, I cry unto God most high, unto God that per
tormeth al_l thmgs for me. I want, dear brethren, just to leave this impression 
11;1 yo~1r mmds, that in the great business of life, whatever it is, while we do not 
sit st~ll and fold our hands for lack of work, yet God worketh in us to will and to do 
of_ His own good pl~a~ure. This we recognise distinctly; if anything be done 
aright, successfully, 1t 1s Go~ that performs it, and we give Him the glory. I want 
you to feel th~t, as the task is performed by Him in all its details, so to the very 
close of your life, all shall be performed of His grace through you by Himself to 
His own honour and praise, world without end. ' 

_II. The second run of thought which the text suggests is that of inviolable 
faithfuln:ss. "Unto God that pe1;formet.h all things for me." The God who made 
the promises has not left them as pwtures, but has made them to fulfil them. It is 
God who is the actual worker of all that He declared in the covenant of grace 
should be wrought in and for His people, 

Let us think of this as it pertaiIJ.s to our Redeemer's merits. ,; Unto God 
that perform~th all things for ~e." Meritoriously our Saviour-God has per
forID:ed all _things for: us. Our sm has been all put away; He bore it all-every 
particle of it. The righteousness that wraps us is complete; He has woven it all 
from the top throughout. All that God's infinite, unflinching justice can ask of us 
has been performed for us by our Surety and our Covenant Head. I need not say 
I have to fight; my warfare is accomplished. I need not think I have to wash 
away my sins; as a believer, my sin is pardoned. A.11 things are performed for 
me. Don't forget amidst your service for Christ what service Christ has rendered 
to you ; do all things for Christ, but let the stimulating motive be that Christ has 
done all things for you. There is not even a little thing that is for you to do to 
complete the work of Christ. The temple He has builded wants not that you 
should find a single stone to make it perf"ect. The ransom He has paid does not 
wait until you add the last mite. It is all done. 0 soul, if Christ has com
pletely redeemed thee and saved thee, rest thou on Him, and cry to Him, and if sin 
rebels within thee at this present moment, fly-though thy spirit be shut up as in 
the Cave Adullam-fly to Him by faith-to Him who hath done all things for 
thee as thy Representative and Substitute. After the same manner all things 
in us that have ever been wrought there have been performed by God for us. The 
Holy Spirit has wrought every fraction of good that is within our souls. No 
one flower that God loves grows in the garden of our souls in the natural soil, self
sown. The_ first trembling desire after God came from His Spirit. The blade, 
though very tender, would never have sprung up if Jesus had not sown the seed. 
Though the first rays of dawn were scarcely light, but only rendered the darkness 
visible, yet from the Sun of Righteousness they came ; no light sprang from the 
natural darkness of our spirit. It could not be that life could be begotten of death 
or that light could be the child of darkness. He began the work: He led us 
when we went tremblingly to the foot of the cross; He helped us when we-followed 
Him with staggering steps. The eyes with which we looked to Jesus and believed 
were opened by Him. Chri~t. was revealed to us not by our own_ discover;r,_nor by 
our own tuition, but the Sp1nt of God revealed the Son of God in our spmt. We 
looked and we were lightened. The vision and the enlightening were alike from 
Him ; He performed all for us. As I look back upon my ?Wn spiritual_ caree_r, when 
I was seeking the Saviour, I am wonderfully struck with the way in which God 
performed everything for me; for, if He had not, I do remember well when I shoul_d 
have rendered it impossible for me to have been here to tell of the wonders of His 
grace. Hard pressed by Satan and by sin, my soul chose strangling rather than 
life. Had I known more of my own guiltiness, my heart would utterly have 
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broken and my life have failed, But wisdom and prudence were mino-led with the 
teachings of God's law. He did not suffer the schoolmaster to be to~ severe but 
stayed the soul beneath the dire remorse which conviction caused. I 'had 
never believed on Him if He had not taught me to believe. To give up hope in 
self was desperate work, and then to find hope in Christ seemed more desperate 
still. It appeared to me easy enough to believe in Jesus while one was really 
believing in one's self, but when "despair" was written upon self, then one was 
too apt to transfer the despair even to the cross itself, and it appeared impossible to 
believe. But the Spirit wrought faith in me and I believed. 'lhat is not my testi
mony only, but the testimony of all my brethren and sisters-in that hour of sore 
trouble it was God that performed all things for us. Since then and up to this 
moment, my brethren, it there has been any virtue; if there has been in you any
thing lovely and of good repute, to whom do you, or can you attribute it? Must 
you not say, " Of Him all my fruit was found." You could not have done without 
Hirn. If you have made any progress, if you have made any advance, or e.yen 
if you think you have, believe me, your growth, advance, progress, have all been a 
mistake unless they have come entirely from Him. There is no wealth for us 
but that which is digged in this mine. There is no strength for us but that which 
comes from the Omnipotent One Himself. "Thou who perfarmest all things for 
me" must be our cry up to this hour. 

What a consolation it is that our God never changes ! What He was 
yesterday He is to-day. What we find Him to-day, we shall find Him for ever. 
Are you struggling against sin? Don't struggle in your own strength: it is 
God who performeth all things for you. Victories over sin are only sham victories 
unless we overcome through the blood of the Lamb and througll the power of 
Divine grace. I am afraid of backbiting, but I think I am more afraid still of 
growing in sanctification apparently in my own strength. It is a dreadful thing 
for the grey hairs to appear here and tllere ; but it is worse still for the hair to 
appear to be ofraven hue when the man is weak, Only the indication is changed, but not 
the state itself. May we have really what we think we have-no surface work, but 
deep, inner, spiritual life, wrouo-ht in us from God,-yea every good spiritual thing 
from Him, who performeth all tllings for us; and, I say, whatever struggles may 
come, .whatever vehement temptations assail, or whaternr thunder-clouds may 
burst over your heads, you sllall not be deserted much less destroyed. In spiritual 
things it is God who performeth all things for you. Rest in Him then. It is no 
work of yours to save your own soul: Christ is the Saviour. If He cannot save 
you, you certainly cannot save yourself. Why rest you your hopes where hopes 
never ought to be rested? Or let me change the question. Why do you fear 
where you never ouo-ht to have hoped? Instead of fearing that you cannot hold 
?n, despair of holdii~g on yourself, and never look in that dire_ction _ again. But, 
if the preservation be of God, where is the cause for perturbation with yo1:1? In 
Him let vour entire reliance be fixed. Cast the burden of your care on Him. who 
performeth all things for you. . _ 

Lastly, the text in its moral literal acceptation refers to the ~rushmg stroke of a 
grand design. It really means, "I will cry unto God Most High-unto God who 
perfecteth all things concerning me." David's career was char~ed with a great 
work; it was portentous with a high destiny. ~e had been_ anornt2d when a lad_ 
by Samuel. The Lord had said "I have provided Me a kmg among the sons of 
Jesse." And Samuel had taken '11 the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 
his brethren." He was thus clearly ordained to be king ov_er Israel. His way 
to the throne was by Adullam. Strange route! To be king over Israel _and 
Judah he must first become a rebel, a wa,ndering vagabond, known as a chiefta,n 
?f banditti, hunted_ about by Saul t~e reignin&" m~narch. _He must seek refuge 
m the courts of his country's enemies, the Phil1stmes-berng without an earthly 
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refuge, or plaee to lay his head. Strange way to a throne I Yet the son of David 
had to go that way, and all the sons of God. The younger brethren of the Crown 
Prince will have to find thei'I' way to their crown by much the same route. But 
is not this a brave thing? Though Adullath does not look like the way to 
Zion, where he shall be crowned, David is so confident that what God has said 
will oome to pass, so sure that Samuel's anointing was no farce, but that he must 
be king, that he praises and blesses God that while He is making of him a house
less wanderer, He is perfecting that which concerns Him, and leading him by a 
sure path to the throne. Now, can I believe that He who promises that I shall be 
with Him ':"here He is, that I may behold His glo1y-He who gives the certainty 
t~ every belt eve: that he shall enter into evnlasting happiness- can I believe to
night that He 1s perfecting that for me-that the way by which He is taking me 
to-night, so dark, so gloomy, so full of dangers, is nevertheless the shortest way 
to heaven? that He is to-night using the quickest method to perfect that which 
concerns my soul ? 0 faith! here is something for thee to do ; and if thou canst 
perform it, thou shalt bring glory to God. The pith of it is this: that if God bath 
the keeping of us, He will perfect the keeping in the day of Christ. In the hand 
of Jesus all His people are, and in that band they shall be for ever and ever. 
"None shall pluck them out of My hand," saith He. Their preservation shall 
be perfected. So, too, their sanctification. Every child of God is set apart by 
Christ, and in Christ, and the work of the Spirit has commenced which shall sub
due sin, and extirpate the very roots of corruption ; and this work shall be per
fected, nay, is being perfected at this very moment. The drPgon is being trodden 
down under foot. The seed of the woman within us is beginning to bruise the 
serpent's bead, and shall clearly bruise it and crush it even to the death within our 
soul. He is perfecting us in all things for Himself. He has promised to bring us 
to glory. We have the earnestness of the glory in us now. The new life is there ; 
all the elements of heaven are within us. Now He will perfect all these. He will 
not suffer one good thing that He has planted within us to die, It is a living 
and incorruptible seed which liveth and abideth for ever. He will perfect all things 
for us. There is nothing that makes the saints complete but what God will give 
to us. There shall be about us no one trait of loveliness that is needful for the 
courtiers of the skies ; no one virtue that is necessary to mark us as of the Divine 
race, but shall be given, nay, perfected, in us. What a marvellous thing is a 
Christian! How mean; how noble! How abject; how august! How near to 
hell; how close to heaven! How fallen, yet lifted up ! Able to do nothing; 
yet doing all things ! Doing nothing ; yet accomplishing all things ; because 
herein it is that in the man, and with the man there is God, and He performeth all 
things for us. God, give us grace to look away entirely evermore, from our
selves, and to depend entirely upon Him. 

Now, is there a soul here that desires salvation? My text gives you the cl~e of 
comfort. Try-the thing is simple-try. Look to Him: He performeth all thmgs 
for you. Everything that is wanted to save your soul, yo:ur Heavenly Father 
will o-ive you. Jesus, the Saviour, has wrought out all the smners wants. You 
have0 but to come and take what is already accomplished, and rest in it. "I can
not save myself," say you. You need not: there is One who performeth all things 
for you. "I am bruised and mangled by the fall," saith one, ." as th?ugh eve~y 
bone were broken." I am incapable of a good thought; there 1s nothmg good Ill 
me or that can come from me." Soul! it is not what thou canst do, but what 
God can do-what Christ has done-that must be the ground of thy hope. Give 
thyself up unto God, Most High-unto God, who perfo:meth_ all things f?r th~e, 
and thou shalt be blessed indeed. God send you away with His own blessmg, for 
,Jesus' sake. Amen. 



THE LORD'S DAY. 

DY REV, THOMAS HENSON. 

THE Romish priest, anxious to buttress 
his topling column of tradition, and 
vaunting its equality with the written 
Word of God, asks, " Where is your 
authority for substituting the first day 
for the seventh as a day hallowed to 
the Lord?" He boldly says, "It is 
not in the Protestant Scriptures," and 
charges us with following his Church. 
It is enough in reply to say, that if we 
have it not in the New Testament, tra
dition is to us nothing better than a 
rope of sand. There are other objectors 
who, with more or less clamorous con
fidence travel on the same line ; of 
many of them it must be feared, that 
they are but too willing to rid them
selves and the world of Sabbatic re
straints. They conclude that the 
ch1nge from the seventh to the first 
day of the week has broken down the 
moral obligation. Let us se_e, . then, 
what a1tthority we have for 1t m the 
New Testament. 

In the Gospels, we find Jesus, pre
vious to His death, constantly observ
ing the Sabbath, i.e. the Sabbath-day. 
It is freely admitted that_ the New Tes
tament does not contam an express 
command to substitute the first for the 
seventh day. It is confidently claimed, 
however, that Jesus "is Lord of the 
Sabbath," and possessed the right to 
make whatever alterations He should 
deem proper. It is a fact in New 
Testament history that a change was 
made. It is also a fact that that 
ohange was sanctioned by the Lord 
Jesus. It does not appear from Old 
Testament teaching that the seventh, 
or numeral aspect of the day w:a~ an 
inherent quality of moral and spmtual 
Sabbatism. The seventh-day Sabbath 
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was the celebration of six days work in 
creation, being finished. Creation-all 
that we commonly understand by that 
word accomplished, the seventh day 
was naturally the restful celebration of 
it. The Sabbath as a rest could not 
have been then on the first day-be
cause only on that day it began. It 
could not have been any other than the 
seventh. 

During the long period of Old Tes
tament history, from Adam to the 
death. of Jesus, the world had nothing 
greater than its own creation to cele
brate by a Sabbatic holiday : but, when 
He, who as God had created the world, 
and had rested from His work on the 
seventh day, had manifested Himself in 
flesh, and, by His vicarious suffering 
had redeemed that same world of men 
from sin, death, and hell, it was most 
fitting, He being Lord of the Sabbath, 
that on whatever day He should see fit 
to triumphantly rise from the dead, 
that day should become the world's 
Sabbath, and that His people blending 
into one-the world's creation, and 
man's redemption, should celebrate 
both on the day of the Lord's resurrec
tion, and sing-

" 'Twas great to speak a world from 
nought; 

'Twas greater to re.:leem." 

" There reme.ineth a rest to the 
people of God." Now tha~ rest is the 
keepin"' of a Sabbath. It 1s a heavenly 
Sabbath. On the morning of the re
surrection, the Lor.I's people, wak~g 
up from their beds . of _dust, will 
gloriously enter upon 1t ; till then, we 
joyfully anticipate it by Sabbatically 
commemorating our Lord's resurrection 
on the first day of the week ; tran~
ferrino- to it, all that was moral and sp1-
rituai°in the Sabbatism of the seventh 
day. 
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The Lord rose from the dead on the 
first day of the week. Turning now to 
the New Testament, we find that the 
same day at even, ten of the disciples 
were met together, and Jesus came and 
stood in the midst of them. Again, 
eight days after (according to Jewish 
reckoning), the first day of the week, 
all the disciples were met to,g-ether, and 
Jesus came and stood in the midst: 
John xx. 19, 26. Here, then, were the 
apostles, for some purpose or other,
to my mind, evidently religious pur
poses,-meeting together on the first 
day of the week, and Jesus, by His 
presence sanctions them in so doing. 
Now, while we have this record as to 
the first day of the week, we have no 
similar record as to any meeting on the 
seventh. After the ascension of Jesus, 
the apostles and believers continued so 
to meet until scattered and driven 
away by persecution. After they were 
thus scattered they went everywhere, 
fulfilling the Divine commission, and 
preaching the Gospel among the nations. 
In discharging this duty, they taught 
the people everywhere to observe all 
things whic,h Jesus had commanded. 
It is not reasonable to suppose that they 
taught them anything contrary to His 
commands. Now we find that wherever 
they planted churches and set them in 
order, and gave them the ordinances ot 
Christ's house to observe, these same 
churches are accustomed to observe the 
fust day of the week as a Sabbath, 
holy unto the Lord. Thus at Troas, 
"upon the first day of the week, the 
disciples came together to break bread, 
and Paul preached to them." (Acts 
xx. 7.) Again, Paul, instructing the 
Corinthian disciples as to the best mode 
of Christian liberality, tells them to 
lay by in store for God on the first 
day of the week. (1 Cor. xv. 1, ~-). If 
we consider that many of these d1smples 
had be~n converted 'from heathenism, 
and had come out of total ignorance of 
Sabbath keeping,-the argument seems 
to be conclusive, that they must have 
learned their first day Sabbatism from 
the apostles; and if these men did their 
duty faithfully, teaching their Divine 

Master's commands, and nothing con
trary thereto, then this change must 
evidently be a part of His will, to which 
they were divinely led. 

For our last New Testament refer
ence, we must thank an enemy. How 
little did the tyrant Domitian know, 
when he banished the beloved disciple 
to the little rocky isle in the lEgean 
Sea, that thence would ring through 
the ages, the sweetest name of our holy 
first day-" The Lord's Day." These 
then are our New Testament facts, and 
thus we interpret them : we believe 
that Jesus, as the Lord of the Sabbath, 
authorised the apostles to substitute in 
the Christian dispensation, the first for 
the seventh day as the Holy Sabbath of 
the Lord God. Deny this, and it will 
be impossible to account for the uni
versal first-day Sabbath keeping, so far 
as it is influenced by Christianity. 
Doubtless there was a stout struggle 
between Judaism and Christianity res
pecting the change, but the eternal 
vitality of Christianity maintained and 
established it. 

There are abundance of early Chris
tian records, confirming this statement. 
An epistle, bearing the name of Igna
tius (who died A.D. 116), says, "All 
who love the Lord, love the Lord's Day 
as the queen and chief of all days." 
Justin Martin (A.D. 140) assigns for 
the Christian's observance of the Lord's 
Day, that God " chased away darkness 
and chaos, and Christ rose from the 
dead." Chrysostom (A.D. 407) vin
dicates the practice of " honouring the 
first day,-calling it the nativity of the 
human race." • Whatever may be the 
value of this early testimony, there is 
abundance of it. Thus sings George 
Herbert:-

'' This day my Saviour rose, 
And did enclose this light for His, 

That, as each beast his manger knows 
Man might not of his fodder miss: 

Christ bath took in this piece of 
ground, 

And made a garden there for those 
Who want herbs for their wounds." 

Harlin,qton. 
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SUNDAY SICKNESS. 

SICKNESS and sorrow, disease and death, 
are the common lot of all men. The 
Christian man is not exempt. They are 
to him a discipline permitted by his 
heavenly Father, and he knows that 
" these light afilictions, which are but 
for a moment, work out for him a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.'' Borne with the humility and 
submis8ion which becomes him, they are 
to others a lesson, and show how a 
a Christian has comfort in sorrow, re
joicing in sickness, and triumph in 
death. 

Not of real sickness, however, do we 
wish to speak in this paper, but rather 
of that affectation of sickness and prone
ness to self-indt1lgence which is but too 
common among Christian people, and to 
which we have given the name at the 
head of this paper. There are no means 
of ascertaining the comparative sick
rate of the different days of the week, 
but from lengthened observation I am 
disposed to think that more persons are 
sick on a Sunday than any other day. 
We have long been familiar with that 
indisposition common to Monday. We 
frequently see it in those who actively, 
pleasantly, and profitably work on the 
Sunday for the good of others; and so 
Monday morning finds them somewhat 
physically weary, although spirituallv 
strong and healthy from the labours of 
the past day. Earnest ministers of the 
Gospel will be more or less '' Moudayish." 
Sunday-school teachers and others whose 
ordinary everyday work is often so 
different to their Sunday work, cer
tainly will be u Mondayish." This is 
in simple obedience to a natural law, 
and we can expect no other result. But 
whence arises all this Sunday sickness? 

Saturday is a short working day to 
most Jersons, as the afternoon is a 
gener holiday. It cannot, therefore, 
be caused by over-fatigue. Whatever 
the cause, it is really distressing to see 
so many people sorely indisposed on the 
Sunday. It is comforting to remember 
that ministers, as a class, although sub
ject often to sickness, are not generally 

afilicted with thi~ disease, else would 
pulpits often be found empty, and the 
people lack the usual Sabbath ministra
tions. All other classes of persons in 
attendance on our places of worship are 
liable to serious afflictions on this day. 

The mischief this disease works is wide
spread, is incalculable. It prevents the 
attendance at the house of God of large 
numbers who actually form part of the 
church and regular congregation, and 
is the cause why many more do not 
attend a place of worship at all. It 
causes the class in the Sunday-school to 
be without that teacher who, if he were 
not so afilicted, would be most accept
able and eminently useful. By it the 
tract district is left without that weekly 
visitor whose kindly word and pleasant 
smile has often been as sunshine to the 
heart and home of some poor weary one. 

Nay, there is hardly a department of 
Christian labour which is not seriously 
affected by the ravages of this dire 
disease. 

It is of secret origin and insidious 
growth. If taken in its early stages, it 
may be cured, but if once it get the 
mastery over the system, and it may 
prove a " sickness unto death" as to all 
that is strong and useful in the Chris
tian man. It manifests itself outwardly, 
but its process is internal, and although 
that which is really seen of it is exceed
ingly various, the unseen process is 
much the same in each case. 

It shows itself in head-ache, tooth
ache, la:meness, &c. These, its out1card 
manifestations, are easily seen, while a 
simple test or two will reveal equally 
clearly the internal cause. 

Try the spiritual pulse, and instead 
of a beat steady, firm, and strong, you 
will find it weak and fitful-indicating 
the system out of tone, and a state of 
soul sickness. The heart beats lan
guidly. There is no full 1ysh of the 
life-current through the vems. Tji.ere 
is no strong impulse and outgush of 
love-all-absorbing love, to the Saviour, 
and those for whom the Saviour died, 
and for whom, my poor sick brother, 
you profess to labour. The joints of 
hands and feet are stiffened, so that 
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there is no ready and continaous work
ing in the Lord's Vineyard, and the feet 
do not " 1·un with swift obedience at the 
Lord's command." 

The spiritual lungs are affected, and 
sadlv out of order. Seldom is the voice 
heard in prayer, "the Christian's vital 
breath," nor even does the heart sing, 
"making melody unto th"' Lord." 

In fact the whole man is sick, but 
not hopelessly so, for there is balm in 
Gilead, there is a Physician there. Down 
on thy knees before God, my brother, 
and make oonfession of thy disease. 
Take the medicine which the Great 
Physician shall offer the-repent thee 
as in dust and ashes-breathe out thv 
soul in earnest prayer and supplication 
-consecrate thvself' afresh to His ser
vice and glory....:..seek a fresh baptism of 
His holy spirit, and that power and 
wisdom from on high, which shall 
enable thee to do God's "will on earth 
as it is done in heaven." Let not thy 
soul feed upon scanty fare, or on the 
beggarly elements of this world, but 
feast upon the rich spiritual food pro
vided for thee. Wait upon the Lord, 
then shalt thou be strong, strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might, 
and shalt rise superior to most of these 
petty ills that flesh is heir to, and be 
enabled to do what thine hand ti.ndeth 
to do with all thy might.-SELRABC. 

SORROW FOR SIN. 

BY THE REV. JA.MES EAMES, 

,. I will be sorry for my sin. "-PSALM x.xxvili 18. 

THE di vine command inculcates repent
anoe. ls sorrow for sin to be exclusively• 
confined to the sinner ? The Sacred 
Oracles persistently teach that as "all 
have sinned," all must repent. It is 
""ranted that the sorrow of a believer on 
~count of sin will be that of a child 
rather than that of a criminal. The 
enlightened soul will be the best mour
ner. One standini in the same position 
as David will, for the same reasons, 
exclaim with him, "I will declare mine 

iniquity, l will be sorry for my sin." 
Notice, David's sorrow was for sin. 

It is not an unusual circumst,mce to 
find a man under worldly losses, sore 
trials, and heavy bereavements weeping. 
Men of the world may be found mourn
ing the loss of trade, of health, or 
friends, but who has discovered a slave 
to the pleasures of the world i,egretting 
the iniquity of the soul ? David had 
sinned-it was for sin he was sorry. 
Holy men have ever regarded sin as sin. 
Lest we deceive ourselves let us be wise 
to give transgression its proper name. 
It is obvious that Old Testament saints 
were more prepared to receive pu!!ish
ment for sin than to endure the weight 
of their iniquity. A.fter David had 
numbered the people he uses. the ex
pression, " Take away the iniquity of 
'fhy servant." The Lord was willing 
to allow David to choose one of three 
things: " Shall seven years of famine 
come unto thee in thy land? or, wilt 
thou flee before thine enemies while 
they pursue thee? or, that there be 
three days' pestilence in thy land? He 
uttered not a word against any one of 
the judgments, but after the pestilence 
had been sent, he did say, "Lo, I have 
sinned, and I have done wickedly." In 
spirit, if not in letter, the language 
contains the uniform prayer of all who 
mourn the deadly nature of sin. "Take 
away mine iniquity." The believer 
will regret that consequent upon sin 
there is personal and relative affliction, 
but his eyes are as a fountain of tears 
when he remembers that a loving Fa
ther is offended, the Saviour slighted, 
and the Holy Spirit grieved. The 
worldling deals with sin as a friend, the 
Christian treats it as an enemy. 

For sin David was sorry. 
U nsanctified souls sin, but are not 

sorry for their sin. The believer, how
ever, bewails he has a body so prone to 
attempt the alienation of the soul from 
God. I hope it is true that our cham
ber is a witness that morning, noon, and 
night the supplication is offered. Hide 
Thy face from my sins, and blot out all 
mine iniquities. Has the Holy Ghost 
so wrough.t upon our hearts as to leaJ 
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us to the throne of grace to ask for a 
FatheT's pardon P There is nothing 
that will better evidence our having a 
right view of sin than by being found 
praying against it. Augustine remarks, 
"It is a human thing to fall into ijin, a 
devilish to persevere therein, and an 
angelical or supernatural to rise from 
it." Confession of ·sin must not be 
lightly made, but let be often made, for 
it is the effect of contrition for sin. 
How sweetly the words of Scripture 
bestow an application-" If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to for
give us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness." 

Southsea, 

PHILADELPHIA; OR, THE FAITH
FUL CHURCH. 
REV, III, 7-13. 

THE Church in Philadelphia " presents 
no small or insignificant example of the 
preserving care and protection which 
are extended to those who put their 
trust in Jesus. While other churches 
soon fell into decay, the Church in 
Philadelphia survived them all. It was 
.the last to submit to the Mohammedan 
power, and even then r~tained some of 
her original strength, and, I believe to 
this day, PhHadelphia contains some 
Christian people within its walls. Gib
bon, the intidel historian, bears testi
mony to this preserving care of a 
merciful Providence. Writing an ac
count of the Seven Churches, he 
observes:-" The captivity or ruin of 
the Seven Churches of Asia was con
f!llmmated (by the capture of Phila
delphia by the Turks) A.D. 1312. In 
the loss of Ephesus, the Christians 
deplored the fall of the :first angel, the 
extinction of the first candlestick of the 
Revelation: the desolation is complete; 
and the Temple of Diana, or the Church 
of Mary, will equally elude the search 
of the curious traveller. The circus 
and three stately theatres of Laodicea 
are now peopled with wolves and foxes. 
Bardis is reduced to a miserable village. 
The god of Mohammed, without a rival, 

... is invoked in the mosques of Thyatira 
and Pergamos. The populousn<Jss of 
Smyrna is supported by the foreign 
trade of the Franks and Americans. 
Philadelphia alone has been saved by 
PROPHECY or by courage .... Among 
the Greek colonies and churches of Asia 
Philadelphia is still erect-a column i~ 
a scene of ruins, a pleasing example 
that the paths of honnur and safety may 
sometimes be the same." 

In this recognition of the permanency 
of Philadelphia, Gibbon gives way to his 
sceptical prejudices. He gives us our 
option between "prophecy" and " cou
rage," as an explanation of the pr~sent 
condition of that city. The allusion to 
Philadelphia standing a " column in a 
scene of ruins," is also an undesigned 
confirmation of the language of the 
Spirit to the church in Philadelphia,
" Him that overcometh will I make A 
PILLAR in the temple of my God" 
(Rev. iii. 12). The whole testimony of 
the historian, and the actual facts of the 
case, form a strong corroborative evi
dence as to the real connection between 
a church's consistency in the faith, and 
God's acknowledgment of such con
sistency. The church in Philadelphia 
was dealt with just as other churches, 
aocording to her faithfulness and fide
lity. God deals with churches as with 
political communities. He putteth 
down one and setteth up another ; not 
arbitrarily, but according to His own 
:fixed laws, and in proportion to their 
several deserts. His own goorl plea
sure is the cause ; prophecy forewarns 
us long before ; and Gibbon, in this 
case, tells us the issue and the visible 
effects. God makes even the wrath of 
man to praise Him, and to be an uncle
signed witness of His works." -
Rev. Robert llfaguire's, " Tke Seven 
Churches." 

" Thus sayeth the Holy One and True, 
To Elis beloved faithful few, 
Of heaven and hell I hold the keys, 
To shut or open a.s I please. 

" I know thy works, and I approve, 
Though smnll thy strength, sincere thy 

love; 
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Go on, My Word a.nd Name to own, 
For none shall rob thee of thy crown. 

" Before thee, see, My mercy's door 
Stands open wide, to shut no more ; 
Fear not temptation's fiery day, 
For I "ill be thy strength a.nd stay. 

" Thou hast My promise, hold it fast, 
The trying hour will soon be past ; 
Rejoice, for, lo ! I quickly come, 
To take thee to My heavenly home. 

•' A pillar there, no more to move, 
Inscrib'd with all My names of love, 
A monument of mighty gra.ce, 
Thou shalt for ever have a pla.ce. 

" Such is the conqueror's reward, 
Prepar'd and promis'd by the Lord: 
Let him that hath the ear of faith, 
Attend to what the Spirit saith. "-

J oHN NEWTON, 1779. 

"WHA.T IS THE REA.SON?" 

llY H. lf. RICHARDSON. 

WHAT is the reason of the difference 
among Christians? Why is it that we 
behold some continually happy and 
cheerful; others (at times) calm and 
placid, hut more frequent drooping and 
despondent ?-lst. May we not confi
dently assert that the difference, in a 
great. measure, arises from temperament, 
which is equally as varied as the con
stitution of mankind ? The sanguine 
and cheerful Christian, ever hopeful 
and bright in the survey of past mercies, 
present blessings, and future bliss, as 
"he reads his title clear, to mansions 
in the skies," rejoices with joy unspeak
aule and full of glory. The melancholy 
suspicious tempera~ent of others o~
casion fears and doubts, and even thell" 
happier seasons are illustrative fulfil
ments of the promise-" In returning 
and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength." 
These latter, especially and literally, 
experienced the work of Jesus's appro
priated righteousness to be peace, and 
the effect thereof, quietness and as-

surance for ever, 2nd. The precious 
gift of fa.ith is enjoyed in larger 
measures by some than others ; thus 
Great Faith goes on his way rejoicing, 
boldly saying, "The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear what man can do unto me; 
though a host should encamp against me, 
I will not fear." Little Faith follows 
tremblingly after, but his cry is far 
oftener in the plaintive strain of lamen
tation and supplication: " Lord, save, 
or I pel'ish," ia the key-note to which 
he generally tunes his lyre, whilst 
doubts, fears, and terrors (like so many 
robbers) assail him by the way, de
priving him oft of the precious coin of 
assurance. But these timid, feeble 
lambs of the flock are not overlooked 
by the great Shepherd. To the De
spondencys, Much A.fraids, Feeble 
minds, and Ready to Halts, who bring 
up the rear of the pilgrim band, these 
gracious promises, so full· of consolation, 
are especially addressed. "He will 
not break the bruised reed nor quench 
the smoking flax. He giveth :rower to 
the faint, and to them that have no 
might, He increaseth strength." 3rd. 
Some are called to endure heavier trials 
and severer conflicts than their tra
velling companions on the celestial 
road. The path to all Christians is a 
chequered one ; clouds and sunshine 
interspersed, mingled light and shade 
are the common lot of all followers 
of the Lamb, hut in greater or less 
degrees individually experienced. 
Some, as they enter the cloud, detect 
"the bright light therein," and while 
beneath its shadow, lose not sight of its 
silver lining or golden fringe: others 
are enveloped in thick clouds of impen
etrable gloom and a "darkness (tha,t 
truly) may he felt" surrounds them. 
Some amid the storms on life's ocean 
hear only the dashing sound of the in
coming tide, which by-and-by recedes, 
while others in fiercer tempests (by .l:"eason 
of descending rains of sorrow 11pon 
sorrow, heavy floods of outward trials, 
and the beating of tempestuous euro
clydons of temptations from the great 
adversary), are forced to ory, "All Thr, 
waves and billows are gone over me. ' 
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But the path whether dark or bright, 
rugged or smooth, is a safe one leading 
to that city which hath foundations, 
"whose builder and maker is God," 
a:nd of which it is recorded, "There 
shall be no night thore," where sin, 
pain, " sorrow, and sighing shall flee 
away, and the days of mourning be 
ended." 

" Anrl they who with their leader 
Have conquered in the fight, 

For ever and for ever 
Are clothed in robes of white." 

-One thought should cheer all travel
lers, "The Rose of Sharon," and the 
-Lily of the Valley have lent their beau
teous fragrance to this well-worn path, 
and they who walk therein, shall be 
adorned with the graces, and exhale the , 

' odoriferous sweetness of Him, who 
these flowers typify; whose "Name is 
as ointment poured forth." Let us cry 
then, "Awake, 0 north wind, and 
come thou south blow upon my garden 
that the spices thereof may flow out~ 
Let us seek the fructifying influences 
of the spirit, that our belovecl,,may come 
into His garden and eat His pleasant 
fruits." 

These few reflections are the foot
prints which thought has left, as it 
traversed the field of meditation. 

" Footprints, that perhaps another, 
Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother 
Seeing, shall take heart again." 

With this hope, I shut to the gate of 
conclusion. 

Jtlps fot tge l(inistr~. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO. XLVJ.-ONE•WORD TEXTS. 

"Pro.yers."-1 Tim. il. I. 

Vows should be followed by praises, 
and praises should ever be accompanied 
with prayers. Prayers have been the 
evidences of the religious life ever since 
men began to call on the name of the 
Lord. They belong alike to all dispensa
tions and all ages of the Church of God. 
We see them as they existed in daily life 
and on public and special occasions. They 
abound in Holy Scripture ; the historical 
books of the Old Testament contain them; 
like streams in the desert they flow in 
the Psalms and in the Prophets, and in 
the Evangelists and Acts of the Apostles ; 
and they are exhibited in connection with 
the marvellous phenomena of the Apoca
lyptic Visions of Patmos. 

We may merely state that prayers are 
to be offered up to the Father in the 
name and through the mediation of Jesus 
the Son of God, and by the gracious aid 
of the Holy Spirit. Prayers must be in 
harmony with the Divine Will, and 
based on the declarations and promises of 
God's Holy Word. Prayers must be 
presented in faith, and followed by desire 

and hopeful expectation of a gracious 
return of the blessings sought. Ouscrve, 
prayers-

I. DISTINGUISH THE INNER LIFE OF TJIE 
GODLY. They could not spiritually exist 
without them. They are essential to 
their being and well-being. They form 
the link of fellowship between their souls 
and God; and they are based on God's 
expressed desire that they should be pre
sented to Him. He urges them to'' ask," 
'' seek " '' knock · '' in all thin!rS to make 
known' their requ;sts to Him. 0 

II. PR.I. YERS MUST .I.RISE FROM THE 
ALTAR OF FAMJLY DEVOTIO~. This is 
expressly stated, and the Divine dis
pleasure rests on the families that call 
not upon His name. The family service 
is eminently domestic and social: so that 
prayers necessarily enclose relatives, kin
dred, and friends. Those near and those 
afar off, especially those in trouble or 
peril, and those seeking a loving remem
brance in their devotional exercise ( Gen. 
xvii. 19; Jer. x. 25; Levit. xvi. 17 • 
2 Sam. vi. 20). ' 

UL PRAYERS MUST CHA.R-\CTERISE THE 
PUBLIC WORSHJP OF GoD's HOUSE. His 
house is to be ea.lied a house of prayer for 
all nations. Varied as the services may 
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be, next to praises, prayers must be con
st&nt and preeminent. Solomon, in his 
s1;1blime dedication of the Temple, has 
given us a most extended sketch of the 
prayers that should ever be offered by 
God's people in their holy convocations. 
Prayers for all orders and classes of 
mankind. Prayers alike for the general 
interests of kings, and magistrates, and 
peoples. Prayers for ministers and all 
saints. Prayers for all institutions of 
mercy, goodness, and religion. Prayers 
for the stability and advancement of the 
Church, the propagation of the Gospel, 
and the conversion of the world. But-

IV. PRAYERS MAY BE THE CHIEF END 
OF CHRISTIAN SOCIAL GATHERINGS. Thus 
they may meet for prayers either regu
larly, or for express purposes ; as in the 
case of the disciples and the holy women 
in Jerusalem (Acts i. H, 14), or when 
they met specially to pray for Peter when 
in prison ( Acts xii. 12). Such meetings 
for prayers are now nearly universal in 
all the Churches of Christ, and they form 
a close and holy bond among the disciples 
of the Saviour. But-

V. PRAYERS ON ALL PUBLIC OCCASIONS 
SHOULD BE FOLLOWED WITH THE HEARTY 
AMEN OF THOSE WHO ARE ASSEMBLED. 
This is clearly evident from l Kings i. 
36; 1 Chron. xvi. 36; 1 Cor. xiv. 16. It 
is thus, those who hearken to prayers give 
their assent and consent to the prayers 
offered. This is fully recognised in the 
Church of England service, and was 

observed in the ancient Churches of the 
East, that the lou,l " Amen I " of the 
people was often like distant thunder, 
and could be heard afar off. Surely it is 
ever comely, and if it ought to be the 
emotion of the heart, why not also the 
expression of the mouth? All the people 
shall say, "Amen!" 

VI. PRAYERS MUST EVER SECURE THE 
DIVINE BLESSING. They are His appoint
ments. They are connected with rich 
and precious promises, all of which are 
based on God's unchanging fidelity and 
truth. He will hear, He will attend. 
He will answer the p..ayers of His people. 
Prayers cannot be presented to Him in 
vain. In conclusion-

1. Let prayers have their high and all
important place in our soul's estimation, 

2. In our prayers let us seek the 
precious help of the promised Holy Spirit 
to assist our infirmities. 

3. Prayers must be.solemn and reverent, 
such as becomes the Great and Holy One 
to whom they are offered. 

4. Prayers are to be presented in a 
spirit of love and confidence, !IB the 
requests of God's own beloved children. 

5. In public prayers there must be the 
constant recognition of those who hearken 
to them, and their profit must be ever 
before us. So they should be plain, 
simple, scriptural, and easy to be under
stood by the unlearned who may be 
present. 

ialts anb £\kdt~ts. 

THE LITTLE ANCHOR. 

AllouT fifty years ago there lived in 
Marblehead, America, a God.fearing 
sea-captain, named Richard Girdler, 
who sought to make his vessel a place 
of prayer, and who tru.sted in God amid 
the perils of the mighty deep. 

One ni~ht he was called upon to take 
charge of the brig Farnsworth, in which 
he had sailed to Antwerp the prllceding 
April, and which was now laden and 
lying in the stream all ready for another 
voyage. 

Having arranged matters with the 

owners, Captain Girdler went on board 
the brig next morning, and found every
thing ready, with one exception. In 
his opinion, before starting on so long a 
voyage, the vessel needed another haw
ser and a kedge, which, as our sea-faring 
readers know, is a small anchor, not 
intended for security from storms, but 
used in calm weather to steady the 
vessel, or, by carrying it off to a dis
tance in a boat, to "warp" or move a 
ship to another position when wind and 
tide do not serve. He laid the matter 
before the owners, and received orders 
to procure a kedge, and go back to 
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Marblehead and obtain a suitable haw
ser for it. 

The kedge was easily found, but he 
could not get such a hawser as he 
wanted in all Marblehead, and there 
was no rope-walk there long enough to 
"lay," or twist one, and the weather 
was too rainy to do it 01,1t of doors. 
But he would not go without his hawser, 
and was finallv obliged to have it laid 
in two glats, or pieces, of 60 fathoms 
each, which, when joined together, 
made a strong hawser of 120 fathoms, 
or 720 feet in length. 

Thus provided, the Farnsworth 
cleared from the port of Boston for 
Liberia, October 3, 1826, and sailed on 
her dtstined voyage. During the pas
sage the service of God was not for
gotten; family worship was regularly 
maintained when the weather would 
permit, and all who could be spared from 
duty were invitl>d to attend, though two 
of the erew, who were Roman Catholics, 
would not accept the invitation. 

About the 1st of December, 1826, the 
Farnsworth reached the bay of Gib
raltar, and came to anchor, and re
mained there some days, with hundreds 
of other vessels that were moored in the 
bay. On the 6th of the month the 
weather looked threatening, and a gale 
seemed approaching. They made such 
preparations as they could for the fear
ful encounter,-all the anchors were 
over, the small bower, and the best 
bower; and the little kedge, with the 
whole new hawser of 120 fathoms, was 
carried out, and everything was made 
trim a,nd snug for the coming storm. 

They had not long to wait. The 
wind freshened; at nine o'clock in the 
evening the gale burst upon them with 
tremendous power, and at eleven 
o'clock it blew a perfect hurricane. 
Not less than 300 vessels of all olasses 
and descriptions had found anchorage 
there, and the effoct of such a gale 
among them may be imagined. Cables 
parted, anchors dragged, rigging was 
torn, and rent, and swept away, vessels 
drifted hither and thither, like corks 
upon the water, dashing against each 
other and upon the shore, and conster-

nation and dismay were on every coun•• 
tenance. 

At a quarter pa.at eleven o'clock the 
Farnswwth parted her small bower, and 
began to, drift with the hurricane; soon 
her best bower followed, and away went 
the brig before the wind. Up to this 
time most of the vessels had gone on to 
"the neutral ground;" some of them 
little injured, some bilged, some dis
abled, some crushed by the collisions 
caused by the roll of larger vessels, and 
all in imminent peril, with death and 
destruction stalking wildly through the 
storm. 

Just at this time the danger seemed 
to increase, for the wind had shifted, 
and the .Farnsworth was drifting di
rectly towards the massive mole against 
whose rocky side it seemed that it must 
crash beyond hope of escape. A little 
astern of her, a ship from New York 
had already been dashed in pieces upon 
the rocks; and distinctly visible through 
the surrounding gloom, lashed by the 
fury of the winds, roared the white 
breakers, which seemed to everyone on 
board to be weaving for them a sailor's 
winding-sheet. 

What now could be done? No skill 
could avail, no human arm could save 
them, and He who hushed the brute 
waves of Gennesaret with His Word, 
walked not upon the dark waters to 
quiet their tumultuous rage. Refuge 
failed them, and they could only prepare 
to meet their impending fate. 

Shrinking from their awful doom, 
they raised their cries to God, and be
sought the captain to pray with them. 
On the very verge of destruction they 
all kneeled upon the deck, while above 
the voi.ce of "deep calling unto deep," 
arose the captain's cry to Him that was 
mighty to save. And he was heard. 
He who once slept in the hinder part of 
the vessel, and awoke to save His dis
ciples from the yawning waves, had a 
ea.re for this ship where His ',Vord was 
trusted and His name adored; and when 
they arose from their knees, they found, 
to their amazement, that their ship, 
which had been driven from her moor
ings when held by three anchors, was 
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now heading towarJ.s the wind, and 
riding securely, held only by her little 
kedge-the smallest of the whole 1 

At midnight the gale abated, but the 
morning light disclosed a fearful scene. 
The "neutral ground" was packed with 
ill-fated vessels, piled one upon another, 
in terrible confusion. Some had gone 
directly upon the rocks, and been dashed 
in pieces there ; and of 300 vessels that 
were riding quietly at anchor the dav 
before, not more than 50 remained un·
harmed. The rest were either wrecked, 
or more or less injured; 400 seamen 
had perished in the gale ; and the shore 
of Gibraltar was strewn with the frag
ments of wrecked vessels and the bodtes 
of the dead. 

But how did the Farnswo1·th escape? 
She was drifting rapidly on to the rocks, 
and her two strongest cables and heaviest 
anchors were gone. How was the vessel 
saved from impending ruin? 

The captain sent out a boat and got 
up his anchors ; but when he came to 
heave up his little kedge, he found it 
almost impossible to raise it. Slowly 
and wearily they toiled to heave it up, 
and when it came under the vessel's 
bow, they saw with wonder that the 
fluke of the little kedge was hooked into 
the ring of a huge ol:i Spanish anchor, 
that weighed more than 3,000 pounds! 

Forty-four years before, in September, 
1782, a Spanish flotilla attacked Gib
raltar, and Governor Elliot, who was 
then in command there, poured a storm 
of red-hot shot upon them, burning, 
sinking, and destroying their fleet. This 
may have been one of their 'lnchors; it 
may not; no one but God knows who 
put it there, and none but He knew 
where it lay-. He knew all about it, 
and He "knoweth how to deliver the 
godly" out of danger and temptation. 

He would not suffer Captain Girdler 
to go to sea without his kedge. A large 
anchor would not answer; it must be a 
little kedge, just large enough to steady 
a vessel while lying in the 8tream, and 
small eno'lgh so that the fluke of it 
would enter the ring of that old Spanish 
anchor; and it must be fastened to a 
new cable strong enough to hold the 

bl'ig amid the fury of the gale. God 
knew all about it, and He knew just 
when to shift the wind to bring the 
kedge where the anchor wus, und so 
deliver them from death by the very 
means that st>emed to portend a more 
swift destruction. 

Truly, God heareth prayer; and those 
sailors thought so; for the two who 
had refused to join in worship at the 
family altar now refused no more, being 
convinced that God had hearu and 
answered Captain Girdler's prayers. 

HEAVEN A LIFE OF FAITH. 

"SucH an idea may appear startling, 
for it is utterly contrary to the com
monly-received notions of heaven. We 
are constantly taught that faith finds 
scope for its exercise only in an earthly 
sphere; th~t as we pass through the 
thin veil that separates us from the 
unseen, it is absorbed in the perfect 
vision which our eyes shall gaze upon of 
the glories of God. We treat many of 
our cherished hymns as though they 
were inspired utterances, and none more 
so than the lines-

' Faith is swallowed up in sight, 
And hope in full supreme delight, 

And everlasting bliss.' 

But like many anoth"!r hymn, this one 
has helped to buttress and perpetuate a 
fallacy. The Word of God makes no 
such declaration of the limited office of 
faith. It speaks of this hAaven-born 
and God-implanted grace as 'the sub
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.' It kindles hope 
into such strong expectation that we 
not only love the Christ upon whom we 
have never gazed, but in the fulness of 
the anticipation that we grasp, we 
'rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.' Our afflictions are manifold, 
and to-day we are utterly unaware what 
the unfolding of to-morrow's history 
will bring forth in the way of suffering ; 
but our faith calls them light and mo
mentary, as it sees them working out 
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for us ' a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.' It brings heavenly 
realities so near, that apprehending them 
as ours, it is no mere figure of speech to 
say that we ' lay hold of the hope set 
before us.' It is evident that in heaven 
we shall not require to exercise faith in 
the testimony of what Christ has accom
plished in the past ages of the world's 
history, for when we 'see Him as He 
is,' we shall read the story of His 
sufferings in the marks He bears of His 
earthly conflict, and shall have begun 
already to enjoy the blessings of the 
inheritance which He has purchased 
with His blood, We shall not exercise 
faith for the final salvation of our souls. 
No more shall we ne~d the utterance to 
inspire us, ' Now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed.' The complete
ness of the redemption will be seen in 
the completeness of the conquest over 
death, and the abundant entrance that 
will be granted us into the heavenly 
city. We shall, therefore, tremble no 
more with doubt about our interest in 
the cross. Past the region of gloomy 
fear, of darkness, and the shadow of 
death, we shall stand in the full radiant 
heaven of an accomplished work. Rut 
unless the communications of Divine 
love are all made to us the moment we 
stand in the presence of the overpower
ing Glory, we shall still exercise faith, 
looking forward to the grander awaiting 
destinies, and believing in the constant 
development of the purposes of grace. 
The faculty itself will then certainly be 
perfected. It will no more be the 
shifting, wavering, unsettled faith that 
it i8 below-as though it were riding on 
the billow's crested foam-it shall then 
have found the rock which rears itself 
higher than the loftiest wave, and 
standing there it will command the out
look of eternity itself with a clear and 
undimmed vision. There we shall be
lieve in a Saviour upon whom we are to 
gaze throughout eternity. In the con
templation of that Saviour there will be 
a marvellous future before us of con
tinual unfoldings of His many-s\ded 
character ; and our faith will look for
ward to an infinitude of developments 

of His glory through the whole line of 
that future. If faith necessitated doubt, 
there could be no faith in heaven. But 
it is the perfection of this grace when 
doubt and fear, darkness and sorrowful 
anticipations are cast out, and it simply 
expects to receive fuller measures of 
those communications of which it has 
even now partaken the first fruits, and 
about which no doubt ever crosses the 
glorified mind. It follows that the 
stronger our faith is to-day the more 
heavenly our life will become. The 
more firmly we grasp the fact of the 
infinite fulness of the Saviour, the more 
clearly we discern in Him the centre of 
all the future life, the more thoroughly 
will our earthly be assimilated to our 
heavenly state. We may catch a far 
wider glimpse of the Canaan that we 
love, if we will but stand upon this 
holy Pisgah. We may drink in the 
unseen glories if our vision is but 
cleansed. We may pluck grapes from 
the vineyards of Eschol, if we will but 
walk along the road of faith and spy out 
the sweetness of the land. We may 
sing the new song, if we will but use 
the key of faith to strike the note. We 
may look forward into all the future 
without a thrill of pain, or a throb of 
agony, if we are but as settled in our 
deep conviction of the everlasting faith
fulness as are those who stand before 
the throne. ' Lord increase our faith' 
is a prayer that never wearies on a 
Christian's lips, for the more constant 
are the repetitions of its answer, the 
deeper becomes its yearning, because 
every answer so unfolds the perfections 
of God, and so brightens the hopes of 
His child, that be sighs for yet more 
abund.int manifestations of the immea
suuble glories that are beyond. The 
Apostle speaks of the 'full ass:u-ance of 
faith.' He who possesses this is already 
in possession of the key by which he 
may open the doors of those secret 
cabinets of precious things which are 
the gifts of Christ to His beloved ones." 
-From" JVithin the Gates; or, Gli"mpses 
(!{the Glorified Life." By G. D. Evans, 
Victoria Park. London: K Stock, 
Paternoster-Row. 
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Anti.dote against the Unscriptural and 
Unscientific Tendency of J11lodern Geo
logy. By PATRICK M'FARLANE, EsQ., 
L.M.Y. T. (Passmore and Alabaster). 

How many attempts have been made by 
good men to reconcile _geological science 
with the statements of Divine revelation, 
and in many instances with how feeble a 
result, causing many to regret that the 
attempt had been made. There are no 
doubt many Christians who feel with us, 
that as He who made the WORLD re
vealed TRE BooK, if both are left alone 
for a time, they will of themselves grow, 
like all the work of God into a Divine 
unity. The writer of the above book has 
a profound reverence for the Word of 
God, not a small qualification of itself for 
such a work ; and some will think, per
haps, that there must be also a little of 
the same quality running in another di
rection, when we tell them that the 
writer, in his reverence for what he bc
lie>'es to be the Word of God, does not 
hesitate to handle severely the theories 
of such writers as Dr. Chalmers, Buck
land, and Pye Smith, &c. In these brief 
notices it is impossible for us to go into 
details. We think the work would be 
improved by condensation, but it is a 
book well worthy of the thoughtful atten
tion of Biblical students, and as such we 
commend it to our readers. 

Within the Gates; or, Glimpses of the 
Glorified Life. By G. D. EvANs, of 
Grove - road Chapel, Victoria Park 
(Elliot Stock). 

THIS handsome volume is on a theme of 
most sublime interest. and one that can 
never be exhausted. · Mr. Evans has 
evidently devoted both skill and labo~r 
on his work, and we have no doubt 1t 
will both strengthen and cheer those of 
Zion's travellers who shall read its excel
lent descriptions. As our pre3ent num
ber contains a fair specimen of its s µirit, 
style, and savour, we have no doubt that 
our readers will be anxious to possess the 
entire work. We hope it will be very 
widely circulated. It will be a charming 
book for Lord's Day reading. 

The Pictorial Drink Bill of the British 
Nation. By Rev. DAWSON BURNS, 
M.A. 

Tms is & coloured sheet, exhibiting a 
variety of statistics on our Textile Exports, 
&c., Expen~e of Government, Cost of 
Pauperism, Railway Receipts, Capital in 
Savings Banks, &c., with the fearful 
expenditure on Alcoholic Drinks for 
1S70, this item reaching the alarming 
sum of £108,000,000. All political econo
mists and moral social reformers should 
possess it. The price is 3d. 

Bye-Paths in Baptist History. By J. J. 
GoADBY (Elliot Stock). 

THIS very interesting work is now com
pleted, and the publisher has sent it out 
in a very handsome binding, so t,hat in 
every respect it is worthy of a place in 
every Baptist family and student's and 
School Library in the kingdom. Mr. 
Goadby has made all his historical docu
ments readable, and has given to the 
Denomination a book well worthy of their 
hearty patronage. By the means of its 
monthly parts, published at threepence, 
it has been placed within the reach of 
our elder scholars and the cottagers of 
our rural districts, where it could not 
fail both to please and edify those large 
classes of readers. Dr. Cramp's Baptist 
History and Mr, Goadby's Bye-Paths will 
suµply as much historical information of 
our section of the Christian Church as 
most general readers will require. Other 
denominations by these works may ac
quire the knowledge requisite to correct 
the various crude notions of the Baptists 
which are extensively afloat. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 

Our Own Fireside. A number full of 
good and varied things, all adapted to 
instruct and perm~nently profit. So we 
say also, in its degree, of Home Words, 
which is thoroughly good, and a mar
vellously cheap penny's - worth. 'l'l!e 
British F/,ag and Christian Sentinel 1s 
replete with good articles, varied, evan• 
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gelical, and practical. It is a great 
treasure to our soldiers. Ragged School 
Union Magazine is as good as usual, and 
that is saying much. 'l'he Onward Reciter, 
No. I. (London: Tweedie). This is a 
very well got up penny serial, and will 
supply superior pieces for Banrl of Hope 
meetings. Taking no Thought. An ex
amination of the meaning of Matt. vi. 
24, 34. By F. W. P. A thoughtful and 
well written paper (Elliot Stock). Faith 
or Fancy. An examination of the Gates 
Ajar. By G. S. Jackson (Elliot Stock). 
Persons who take any interest in the 
controversy relative to the Gates Ajar 
will read this extended critique of fifty
three pages with interest. Old Jonathan. 
Articles, type, and illustrations all excel
lent. The Baptist Magazine. A very 
excellent number. So also is The Sword 
and T1·owel, whose devoted editor is again, 
we rejoice to say, working in the pulpit 
and at the desk. The Gospel Magazine. 
Powerful in Evangelical truth. We once 
more heartily commend The Hive, On-

wards, and TheAppeal. The Name above 
every Name, or various Titles of our Lord 
in Verse. By Mrs. C. Shrimpton. Very 
sweet aud simple (Book Society). The 
Trinitarian .Bible Society Quarterly Report. 
Always good and worth reading. Laying 
up Treasures (Elliot Stock). This is an 
examination of the actual meaning of 
Matt. vi. 19-2:l. By F. W. P. Being 
the sequel to Taking no Thought. Will 
well repay a careful reading. The Con-
1Jersion of Sinners. The grand object of 
the Christian ministry. (Prize Essay). 
By the Rev. C. Barker, M.A., LL. B., of 
Rotheram (Hodder and Co.). A very 
valuable telling Essay, and most season
able. Worth many times its cost. Sixty
four pages, well got up, and only 6d. 
John Ploughman's Sheet Almanack for 
1872, and Spurgeon's Illustrated Penny 
Almanack. Deserving of an unbounded 
circulation. The Sheet Almanack for the 
walls of cottages, schools, vestries, &c., 
and the other for the book-shelf, table, 
or pocket. They are Id. each. 

Striking 'filgouggts, j"acts, aM jigurtS. 

ALEXANDER AND THE LIGHT. 
WHEN Alexander encamped before a 
city, he used to set up a light, to give 
notice to those within that if they came 
forth to him while that light lasted, 
they should have quarter: if otherwise, 
no mercy was to be expected. But 
such is the mercy and patience of God 
to sinners, that He sets up light after 
light, and waits year after year. 
Whi,n they have done their worst 
against Him, then He comes with His 
heart full of love, and makes a pro
clamation of grace, that if now, at 
last, they will accept of mercy, they 
shall have it.-Buck. 

ELIOTT TEACHING TO THE 
LAST. 

WHEN near his death, in his eightieth 
year, Eliott, the_Apostle of the Indians, 
was found teachmg the alphabet to an 
Indian child, at his bedside. "Why 
not rest from your labours now ? " said 
a friend. "Because," said the vener-

able man, "I have prayed to God to 
render me useful in. my sphere, and He 
heard my prayers: for now that I can 
no longer preach, He leaves me strength 
enough to teach this poor child his 
alphabet." 

THE PROSPERITY OF GAlUS. 

JOHN wished that Gaius might prosper 
as his soul prospered. Gaius must 
have been a very remarkable man. 
Turning over the whole list of my 
acquaintance, I cannot recall such a 
man to mind. Why, if some prosper 
as their souls prosper, they would soon 
be bankrupt, utterly ruined: collossal 
fortunes would melt away, and many 
who are now rich would speedily be 
poor indeed, if they prospered no better 
than their souls."-Spurgeon. 

POOR JUDGES. 

HE who never saw his own face is a 
poor judge of others. 
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LINES ON THE DEATH OF A 
CHILD. 

THE angels came in the still of night, 
When the world was sleeping 'neath 

their feet; 
They wanted souls for the realm of light, 

Fer the yearly number was not com
plete. 

One said, " Shall we take the dear old 
man, 

With his sightless eyes, to the land of 
glory? 

We have watched him long, and he wants 
to go, 

To tell the seraphs his wondrous story." 

Another said, "Nay! it is ne.arest the 
throne 

Where souls redeemed are most needed 
now. 

Let us leave the blind old man alone : 
"\Ve want a laurel for Jesu's brow." 

" Shall we take a maiden, pure and fair, 
.From her lover's arms to our la.nd of 

li ht?" 
"Ah, nf! for that love, if pure, is rare; 

Leave it to cheer the sons of night." 

At length they paused, and one of them 
said, 

.A.s he looked on his peers a.nd sweetly 
smiled, 

••We must not linger among the dead
What pleases our Lord like the soul of 

a child?" 

" A child, a child ! Yes, give us a child ! " 
But another pleaded, " Stay, oh, stay! 

I dread the groan of a mother wild-
No ! you must not take a child away. 

• 'You kiss the mother and I the child ; 
Give the kiss of life to the one we 

leave. 
See the little one's life is written wild

Hold up the mother while we bereave." 

But the little one strove and wished to 
live, 

So the angels came to her day by day, 
And won her at last with a long sweet 

kiss, 
Then tenderly bore her soul away. 

J. 0, WELLS, 
Earl's Oolne. 

THE ANGEL'S WELCOME. 

AT Hea.ven's enchanted portals 
The seraph sentries stand, 

To hera.ld new-born angels 
Into tha.t glorious la.nd. 

Sa.luting with sweet chorus 
Ea.eh ha.ppy, white-robed guest, 

They bid God's chosen enter 
Their high eternal rest. 

"Welcome, beloved ones, welcome! 
Your strife with sin is o'er; 

Accept your crowns of triumph, 
Rejoice for evermore ! " 

The friends who've passed victorious 
To those bright realms of love, 

Will there be foremost waiting, 
To welcome us above! 

And shouting forth their rapture, 
As some fond face appears, 

Renew unfading friendships 
Death cannot mar with tears. 

" Welcome to these bleat regions, 
Where joys eternal soar, 

.A.nd share our Saviour's glory 
For ever, evermore I " 

W. S. PASSMORE. 

COMES THE KINGDOM. 

"The kingdom of heaven cometh not with obsor-
vation."-Christ. 

NoT in turmoil or in clamour, 
Empty words or senseless gla.mour ; 
Not in bustle or excitement, 
Where proud self is the incitement; 
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Not in rant or declamation, 
Human wit or moral suasion-

Comes the kingdom, cames the Spirit 
That meek dove which daints inherit. 

Not in earthquake, firo or water, 
Madd'ning joy oft passion's daughter; 
Not from mystic joy or sorrow 
Does our kingdom beauty borrow; 
Not in charms which greet the senses 
Where tbe prieMt the crowd incenses-

Comes the kingdom, comes the Spirit
That pure faith which saints inherit. 

Not in turbulent commotions, 
Sensuous pride or Jewish notions ; 
Not in glare of human glory, 
Comes the reign of Gospel story; 
Strong and wide is the partition 
'Twixt our faith and superstition-

Comes the kingdom, comes the Spirit
That bright hope which saints inherit. 

Comes it like a placid ri"l'er, 
Calm and fruitful flowing ever ; 
Like the dew of summer morning, 
Nature's lovely fields adorning ; 
Like the voiceless light swift darting, 
Thickest clouds all silent parting
Comes the kingdom, comes the Spirit 

That strong love which saints inherit. 

Comes it like a meaning hinted, 
Summer evening brightly tinted; 
Or the scented breath of morning, 
Human art and barriers scorning; 
Or like fragrance wildly spreading, 
Quiet stars their lustre shedding-

Comes the kingdom, comes the Spirit
That sweet joy the saints inherit. 

Comes it like a kiss from heaven, 
Pledge and proof that life is given ; 
Spreads it like a ring in water, 
Which no hand can stay or alter ; 

Grows it like a blade all tender, 
Which no frost can kill or hin,ler

Comes the kingdom, comes the Spirit
That deep peac~ which saints inherit. 

Works it like a leaven hidden ; 
Rises like a tide unhidden ; 
Flows amid the dead and dying, 
Marks its course by tears anrl sighing ; 
Working hands and hearts uplifted; 
Fragrant lips by sorrow gifted- .. 

Comes the kingdom, comes the Sp1nt, 
That sweet re.~t the saints inherit. 

Comes this kingdom ever flowing ; 
God's true vine is ever growmg ; 
Men may rage and kingdoms shiver; 
It shall never perish, never ! 
It shall rise like mighty ocean, 
Till the world becomes a Goshen, 

Where God's Israel inherit 
His true kingdom and His Spirit. 

From " The Beauty of the Great 
King," by W. PooLE BALFERN. 

CONTENTMENT. 

A NATURE full of wretchedness, 
No station in the world can bless; 
A heart with sweet content endowed 
Finds sunshine in the darkest cloud. 
But if the gift of godliness, 
Beside contentment, we possess; 
And loving God with heart and soul, 
Devote to Him our service whole; 
And trust in Him, whiJe here beneath, 
For weal or woe, for life or death,
Our "ain no conqueror can know, 
No t~ngue can tell, no ptn can., show. 

H. L. COCKS. 

--....:::::=-___.:::::::=___:,_~-

• !Jtnominatiomtl Jnttlligmtt. 

CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

REv. W. USHER, of the Metropolitan 
College has accepted the appointment of 
pastor to the church at Redhill. 

Rev. H. W. Simmonds has resigned 
the pastorate of the church! C?llingham, 
Notts, and accepted an mv1tat~on to 
the pastorate of the church at :Syston, 
Leicester. 
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Rev. Samuel Mann has accepted an 
invitation to the pastorate of the church, 
Blockley, recently under the care of the 
late Rev. C. J. Middleditch. 

Rev. Vv. Taylor has resigned the pas
torate of the church, in Wintown-street, 
Leeds (late Call-lane, at which place the 
chapel has been taken for town improve
ments), and will conclude his labours 
there at the end of the year. 

Rev. Charles White, of Kensington, 
and formerly of South Wales, has accepted 
an invitation to the pastorate of the 
church, Wild-street, Lincoln's-inn-fields. 

Mr. W. Fry, of Yarcombe, Chard, one 
of the agents of the "\Vestern Evangelisa
tion Society, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the united churches in 
the Ashwater District, Devon. 

The English church assembling at 
Penarth, Cardiff, has given a cordial in
vitation to Rev. John ,v. Williams, 
Mountain Ash, to the pastorate. 

Rev. N. Neath, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle College, has accepted an 
invitation to become the pastor of the 
church, Newhaven, Sussex. 

Rev. T. J. Bristow. after six years' 
labour at Woodford, Northamptonshire, 
has accepted the invitation of the church 
at Stanwick, in the same county, to be
come their pastor. 

Rev. W. Scriven has given notice of his 
intention to resign the pastorate of Lodge
road church, Birmingham, at the end of 
the year. 

Rev. Ja.mes Davis, of Teignmouth, 
Devon (formerly of Bristol), has accepted 
an invitation from the church at Lyme 
Regis, Dorset. 

Mr. George Epps, having ministered to 
the churches at Garway and Orcup, 
Herefordshire, four Lord's-days, has 
accepted an invitation to become their 
pastor. 

Rev. J. Bromwich has been compelled, 
through old age and affliction, to resign 
the pastorate of the church assembling 
in Charleyway chapel., Sheepsbed, Lei
cestershire, after a pastorate of forty
four years. 

R~v. T. R. Evans. of Countesthorpe, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of Charleyway chapel, Sheepsbe~, 
Leicestershire. and will commence h!S 
labours there on Sunday, December 
10th, D.V. 

Rev. R. E. Williams, of the Liverpool 

Town Mission, has accepted an invitation 
from the Welsh church at Staylittle to 
become their pastor, and _commences his 
labours there early in November. He 
leaves Liverpool with the best wishes of 
his numerous friends for his future 
welfare. 

Mr. G. A. Young, of the Metropolitan 
College, has accepted an invitation to 
the pastorate of the church, Cranford, 
Middlesex. 

Rev. R. Bayne has resigned the pas
torate of the church, Rickmansworth, 
Herts. 

Rev. Wm, Chapman, of Louth, Lin
colnshire, has accepted the invitation 
to the pastorate of the church, The Vale, 
Todmorden, Yorkshire, 

RECOGNITIONS. 

ANSTRUTRER.-Rev. Alexander Grant, 
late of Crosby, Westmoreland, having 
received an invitation from the church 
here to become their pastor, the recog
nition took place on Wednesday, 27th 
of September. Mr. Grant has officiated 
at Crosby for more than six years, having 
previously been educated in Glasgow. 
For some months past Mr. Grant has 
been officiating here, there being no 
settled pastor since the removal of the 
Rev. Ja.mes -Stuart to Wolverhampton. 

B0ROUGHBRIDGE, YoRKS.-The com
mittee of the Yorkshire Jlaptist Home 
Mission have appointed the Rev. F. W. 
C. Bruce, late of Willenhall, to the 
above station and Dishforth. The chapel 
has been repaired and renovated, and on 
Sunday, Sept. 24, was re-opened, when 
sermons were preached by Rev. W. H. 
Brigg. On Monday evening, a tea.
meeting was held, and a public meeting 
wa~ held in the evening. The recog• 
nition prayer was offered by the Rev. W. 
Stubbins. Addresses were also given by 
Revs. J. Haslam, J. Myers, H. Rowson, 
and W. H. Brigg. 

On Tuesday, September 12, interesting 
services were held at Eynsford chapel, 
in connection with the settlement of the 
Rev. W. Mummery. In the afternoon 
the chair was taken by W. Rogers, Esq. 
Rev. W. Dexter read portions of Scrip
ture, after which the senior deacon gave 
a brief outline of the past history of the 
church, and the reasons that led them 
to invite Mr. Mummery to become their 
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pastor, Mr. Mummery explained his 
doctrinal views ; after which the Rev. 
G. Wya.rd offered the ordina.tion prayer; 
Professor Rogers then gave the charge to 
the pastor, and the Rev. J, Wigner the 
charge to the church, A public meeting 
in the evening wa.s attended by friends 
from all pa.rts. Mr. Rogers took the 
chair, and addresses were delivered by 
the Revs. J. Collins, A. Mackinley, H. 
Wilkin, J. Jackson, a.nd T. Benekin. 

A recognition meeting was held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 3, at the chapel, Maccles
field, in connection with the settlement 
there of Rev. Isaac Watts. Rev. R. 
Kenney, formerly pastor of the church, 
presided at the evening meeting. Mr. 
Clarke (deacon) explained the circum
stances that led to Mr. Watts's call to 
the pastorate, The pastor briefly re
plied. Addresses of welcome and con
gratulation were then given by Rev. W. 
March, Rev. F. R. Everitt, Rev. J. 
Eglington, whilst Rev. J. Maden spoke 
upon •' The Pastoral Office," and the 
Rev. P. Prout upon "The Relation of 
the Church to its Pastor." 

The ordination of Rev. H. L. Over
bury to the pastorate of the church and 
congregation meeting in Union Bra.nch 
Chapel, Clowes - street, West Gorton, 
Manchester, took place on Thursday 
evening, the 21st September. The nsnal 
questions were asked, and the ordination 
prayer offered by Rev. Alexander 
M'Laren, pastor of the parent church, 
Oxford-road. Mr. Overbury then gave a 
statement of his doctrinal views. The 
.::harge to the minister was delivered by 
the Rev. Samuel Green, D.D., and a 
very practical charge to the church by 
the Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown. Revs. 
H. J. Betts, R. Chinery, R. Stanion, 
T. C. Camm, and A. Bray took part in 
the devotional services. 

On Sunday, October 1, the Rev. W. 
Walters, late of Newcastle, commenced 
his ministry at Christ Church, Ashton, 
.Birmingham. On the follnwing Tuesday 
a large number of the ministers of the 
town assembled to welcome Mr. Walters, 
after which a public recognition service 
was held in the church. Mr. Cooper, 
one of the deacons, occupied the chair, 
and on the platform were the Revs. S. 
Thodey Allen, R. Ann, T.Anthony, B.A., 
J. J, Brown, B. Bird, W. F. Callaway, 

W. L Giles, W ,J. Henderson, G Ingall, 
G. B. Johnson, G. H. Malina, T. McLean, 
W. Scriven, J. Shillito, F. Stepheno, and 
B. Worton. After dev~tional exercises, 
the Rev. J. J. Brown delivered an address 
to Mr. Walters. On hehalf of the two 
sections of the Free Church in the town, 
the Congregationalists and the Baptists, 
he most heartily welcomed Mr. ,v altera 
to Birmingham. Some of them had 
known Mr. Walters personally for many 
years, and most of them had known him 
by reputation. 

On Snnday, Oct. 8, two sermons were 
preached at the Old Chapel, Markyate 
Street, Herts, by Rev. B. Davies, on the 
occasion of the recognition of Rev. H. 
W. Taylor as pastor of the church. On 
the following Tuesday the charge was 
delivered by Rev. G. Rogers. The 
evening meeting was addressed by Revs. 
D. Gracey, A. Fergusson, D. Gould, 
J. W. Genders, A. Walker, H. Dunning
ton, and D. Amos. 

WIRKSWORTH. - Recognition services 
in connection with the settlement of J. 
C. Forth as pastor of the above church 
were held on Friday, the 22nd Sept. and 
Lord's-day, the 24th. On the Friclay, 
tea was provided in the schoolroom, after 
which a public meeting was held, pre
sided over by Mr. G. A. Yonng. The 
pastor gave a short account of bis con
version, call to the work of the ministry, 
and to the oversight of that particular 
church. Rev. G. Rogers deliven,d the 
charge to the pastor. The Rev. C. A. 
Davis and Rev. W. Young cordially wel
comed the pa~tor to the vicinity, and the 
Rev. E. H. Jackson delivered an address 
on "Nonconformity." 

SERVICES TO BE HOLDEN. 

STOW HILL Baptist Chapel, Newport, 
Monmouthshire, Rev. T. W. Medhurst, 
of Landport, Portsmouth, will (D. V.) 
preach on the evenings of N'ovemher 1-!th, 
15th. and 17th ; and lecture on the 13th 
aud 16th, in behalf of the Sunday-Schools. 

PRESENTATIONS. 

ON Tuesday, 28th September, Rev. J. 
F. Frewin, formerly of Mr. Spurgeon's 
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College, 11.nd now minister of Phila,lel
phia Chapel, Raven-street, \Vhitechapel, 
wa.s presented by the Rev. G. Jennings, 
on behalf of the choir of the chapel, with 
a handsome cheffonier and bookca.se, Ma 
token of their love a.nd esteem. The rev. 
gentleman for two years hM taught his 
own choir, using the new notation. 

Rev. A Jex. Pitt, for eight years pMtor 
of the Drake-st-reet chur<'h, Rochdale, 
having accepted an appointment to the 
South Bethel Chapel Committee, Liver
pool, has been presented by the congre
gation at Rochdale with an affectionate 
parting address and a purse of gold. 

On Monday, Oct. 9th, at the South 
Shields Tabernacle, a social meeting wa.s 
held by the members of the church and 
congregation, to celebrate the fifth anni
versary of the settlement of the pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Hillier ; and the deacons 
presented Dr. Hillier with a purse of gold 
as a token of their esteem. 

On Tuesday, September 26th, at a 
social tea-meeting at the Cambria. Chapel, 
Swindon, a.n elegant china tea-service 
was presented to Mrs. Hier (wife of the 
pastor), by Mr. E. Jones, senior deacon, 
in token of respect from the female mem
bers of the church. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

THE EAST LONDON TABERNACLE.
The largest building for religious pur
poses in the East of London was opened 
on Thursday, 21st of September, for the 
use of the congregation under the pasto
rate of the Rev. A. G. Brown, whose pop
ularity has rendered the chapel at 
Stepney-green, too small for the purposes 
of Di vine service. The new East London 
Tabernacle, which will provide sitting 
accommodation for about 3,000 persons, 
has been erected in Burdett-road, Bow, 
at a cost of about £12,000. The frontage 
is nearly 114 feet in length; the height 
sixty feet, with a turret at either end; 
and the depth eighty-three feet. The 
basement contains a school or lecture
hall, ninety-two feet by sixty-four feet, 
with class rooms and ample lavatorial 
accommodation, with hot water apparatus. 
Externally the frontage towards the Bur
dett-road has a double range of windows, 
lighting the schoolroom and the main 

building, and at a.bout ten feet from the 
base there is a string course, from which 
rises a colonnade of ten Corinthian pilas
ters in Bath stone, of which material the 
dressings and cornices are also construct
ed. The opening ceremony was presided 
over by Mr. Joseph Tritton, and the pro
ceedings throughout were of a very en
thusiastic character. 

ORANGE, NEW SOUTH WALES.-On 
July 2nd, 1871, a new chapel was opened 
at this place. Sermons were preached by 
Rev. J. Greenwood, M.A., of Sydney, 
and the Lord's Supper was administered, 
church members of other denominations 
being invited to join in the communion. 
A tea-party was held on the following 
Tuesday evening, and after it a public 
meeting, presided over by H. Rotten, 
Esq., of Sydney. Addresses were de
livered by Rev. J. T. Hinton, pastor of 
the church, Rev, J, Greenwood, and Rev. 
S. C. Kent. The amount raised during 
the services was £20, leaving a debt of 
only £10 due on the building. 

Baptists of the Blackburn-road Chapel, 
Accrington, Lancashire, the pastor of 
which is the Rev. Charles Williams, for
merly of Southampton, have decided to 
erect a new Gothic chapel which will ac
commodate 1,000 persons, and which will 
cost between £5,000 and £6,000; of this 
sum the congregation alone have volun
tarily subscribed £4,300. 

EASTINGTON, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.-The 
beautiful little chapel recently erected in 
this parish, was opened for public wor
ship on Thursday, September 14th. Rev. 
Dr. Morton Brown, of Cheltenham, 
preached i_n the afte;11oon and evening. 
The devot10nal services were conducted 
by the Revs. W. W. Laskey, J. C. But
terworth, M.A., J. Jacob, and W. U. 
Taylor. Tbe chapel was well filled, and 
about 250 friends took tea. together be
tween the services. On the two following 
Lord's days, September 17th and 24th, 
sermons were preached by the Revs. C. 
L. Gordon, and T. Nicholson. The con
tributions a.t these services, including the 
profits on the tea., amounted to £50. The 
entire cost of tbe chapel and organ is. 
£600, and of this a debt of a.bout £140 
remains. 

On Wednesday, October llth, the me
morial stone of a new place of worship, 
to be known as Trinity Baptist Taber-
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naolei was laid at Retford by the mayor 
of the borough. After receiving from the 
pastor of the church (Rev. J. J. Dalton) 
a handsome solid silver trowel, he ad
dressed the assembly at some length. 

NEW CHURCHES. 

NEW BAPTIST CRURCH.-On Monday, 
October 2nd, a very impressive service 
was held at the Cambridge Hall, Harrow
road, W., when twenty-two friends were 
formed into a church by the Rev. J. W. 
Todd, D.D., of Forest-hill, and the Rev. 
L. Hall, of Kilburn; and the Rev. J. 
Mitchell Cox unanimously elected pastor. 
After the Rev. Dr. Todd had addressed 
the church in a speech full of the best 
advice and kindest wishes for the pas
tor's prosperity, and a few words of con
gratulation and encouragement from the 
Rev. T. Hall, the Lord's Supper was ad
ministered. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

ON Wednesday, September 20th, a 
large number of persons assembled in 
Berwick-street chapel schoolroom, New
-castle, to bid farewell to the Rev. W. 
Walters, who is removing to Birming
ham, after eleven years' successful ser
vice in the former town. Mr. Councillor 
J. Angus, one of the deacons, took the 
-chair, and addresses were delivered by 
the chairman, Messrs. E. Culley, J. 
Bradburn, and C. Rosevear, on behalf of 
the church ; the Revs. P. W. Grant, and 
W. Hanson, on behalf of the ministers of 
the Northern Association ; and the Revs. 
S. Reid and D. Lowe, on behalf of other 
denominations in the town. Mr. J. 
Bradburn presented Mr. Walters with 
an elegant silver tea-service on behalf of 
the church, and the Rev. W. Hanson 
presented a copy of "l.Jhambers's En
cyclopredia," as a token of the esteem in 
which he is held by the ministers of the 
Northern Baptist Association. 

Boxmoor Uhapel was reopened on Sun
day, October 1, after a renovation costing 
about :£40, to meet which, collections 
amounting to £:10 5s. 9½d, were made 
after sermons by the pastor, the Rev. 
H. C. Leonard, M.A. The organist of 
the chapel was presented by the minister 
and friends with a handsome timepiece 

and purse of money in the previous 
week. 

P?RTSMOUTH, LANDPORT,-The Sixth 
Anmversary Services of the opening of 
L_ake Road Chapel, and the Second An
mversary of the pastor's settlement 
were held on Sunday, October 8th, whe~ 
the ~ev. T. W. Medhurst preached 
mormng and evening, and in the aiter
noon, addressed the Sunday-school 
children. On Tuesday, October 10th, 
the annual tea-meeting was held in the 
chapel. There was a large attendance • 
the tab!es were gratuitously provided by 
the ladies of the church and congregation. 
After tea, the Rev. T. W. Medhurst 
delivered a lecture on "George White
field, the zealous preacher." During the 
first two years of Mr. Medhurst's pas
torate at Landport, he has baptized 124 
professed believers. Surely he has cause 
to thank God, and to go forward. 

The Baptists of Calstock, Devonshire 
have just renewed their chapel. Th; 
cost of this improvement is estimated at 
£450, which includes a sum for the pur
chase of ground f~r a Sunday-school, to 
hold about 100 children, £165 having to 
be collected. At ~he opening services 
the Rev. John .Aldis preached. In the 
evening a public meeting was held in the 
chapel. The Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. 
R. C. Serpell) presided. The Rev. David 
Cork, pastor of the chapel, narrated the 
difficulties that had been experienced in 
the way of renovating the chapel, the 
attendants of the church being compara
tively poor. The Rev. Dr. Stock fol
lowed with an address. 

The new Baptist Chapel, at Salcombe, 
Devon, is now free from debt. The sum 
expended on the building has been 
:£1,125, the whole of which has been 
raised by voluntary contributions. The 
sum was heavy for a cause so young and 
small, but friends at Kingsbridge, Ply
mouth, and other places, have nobly 
helped, and the friends at Salcombe have 
much to be thankful for in having such 
a handsome and convenient chapel. 
The foundation-stone was laid in_June, 
1869. 

The Baptist Chapel in Potter's-street, 
Harlow, Essex, which has been under
going extensive alterations, was re-opened 
on Monday, October 9th. Jn the after
noon, the Rev. A. G. Brown preached, 
and in the evening a public meeting was 
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held. The pastor, Rev. H. A. Fletcher, 
described the improvement which had 
been made. Mr. Wilson, the deacon, 
read a financial statement, which showed 
that the cost of the alteration, amounting 
to nearly £200, had been nearly defrayed 
by the assistance of various friends in the 
neighbourhood. 

LANDPORT, PoRTSMOlI'l'H.-On Monday 
evening, September 11th, the memorial 
stone of the new class rooms that are being 
erected behind Lake-road Baptist Chapel 
was laid by the pastor, T. W. Medhurst. 
,vhen these rooms are completed. there 
will be accommodation for 1,100 chil
dren and young persons in the Sunday 
schools. 

RoMFORD.-On Sunday and Monday, 
September 30th and October 1st, services 
were held in connection with the first 
anniversary of the re-opening of the 
Common Chapel, which had been closed 
for some considerable time-till about 
twelYe months since-when the Metro
politan Tabernacle Colportage Associa
tion sent down Mr. A. Ingrim, who acts 
both in the capacity of colporteur and 
home missionary. A congregation has 
now been gathered together, and the 
cause bids fair to flourish. The anniver
sary sermons were preached, afternoon 
and evening, by the Rev. G. Wyard. 
On Monday the proceedings commenced 
with a public tea in the chapel ; to 
which, notwithstanding 1he inclemency 
of the weather, a goodly number sat 
down. Amongst the speakers were 
Revs. G. Wyard, F. Sweet, C. Webb, 
A. M. Carter, and J. F. Houstoun. 

CoLCEIESTER.-The annual meeting of 
the members of the Eld-lane Bible-class 
was held in the class-room adjoining the 
Baptist Chapel, on Thursday evening 
last. The report for the past year was a 
very encouraging one. The class has 
been steadily increasing in numbers, 
having now between fifty and sixty mem
bers. It meets every Sunday afternoon, 
under the conductorship of Mr. G. Hill, 
when essays are read on subjects 
sf:lected from Cod's Word, followed by 
discussions on that subject. That good 
has emanated from this class is evident 
from the fact, that during the year 
three or four of its members have become 
followers of Christ through its instru
mentality, two of whom have become 
memLers of Christian churches. 

BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT BBITI\TN 
AND IR!ll,AND,-The autumnal session of 
the above union was held at North
a:m~}pn, on Sept. 25th, under the pre• 
side-ncy of the Rev. C. M. Birrell, of 
~orthampton. Above 600 ministers 
and laymen were present. The prepara
tory service was held in College-street 
chapel. The sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Dr. Brock. A conference on 
Missions to the heathen took place in the 
morning, and in the evening a Mission-
3ry meeting was held, under the pre
sidency of Mr. Charles Gilpin. On 
W ednesda.y morning, an address was 
given by the chairman (the Rev. C. M. 
Birrell), the message of the committee 
was delivered by the secretary (the Rev. 
J. H. Millara), and a paper on '' A Board 
of Arbitration" was read by Mr. S. R. 
Pattison, of London. On Thursday th:e 
session was continued in the murning, 
and in the evening a public meeting was 
held, presided over by the Mayor, Mr. 
0. P. Perry, when addresses were de
livered by the Rev. W. Walters, Rev. 
G. Hester, Rev. T. Wheeler, and the 
Rev. Arthur Mursell. The subjectsofthe 
addresses were "The Extension of 
Home Work,'' "The Sunday-school of the 
Future," "Village Work,'' and "Personal 
Christian Effort to Reach the Masses." 
At the morning meeting a paper on 
" Education for the Ministry" was read 
by the Rev. Dr. Green, president of Raw
don College. He advocated, first, a. 
liberal education, then a technical one. 
As in other professions, there should be a. 
professor for each department of secular 
and sacred science, instead of one pro
fessor to teach everythin.~. He proposed 
that there should be three colleges-a 
preparatory. literary, and theological. 
Tbese confederated colleges mi~ht be in 
different parts of the country. Dr. Green 
.further urged that students before be
coming pastors should act as curates to 
experienced ministers. A committee 
was appointed to communicate with the 
tutors of the colleges and to report on the 
advisability of holding a conference. 
The Rev. J. J. Brown moved, the Rev. 
S. H. Booth seconded, and the meeting 
adopted a series of resolutions protesting 
against the endowment of religious 
teaching under cover of the Elementary 
Education Act, and calling upon the 
Go,ernment to fulfil its pledge con-
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cemmg University fellowship. Upon 
the motion of Dr. Brock, it was resolved 
to send B copy of these resolution9 to 
Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Fawcett, and others. 
The Union, by a large majority, affirmed 
the principle of the Permissive 8ill. The 
Rev. Dr. Thomas, president of Ponty
pool College, was appointed chairman of 
the Union for next year. 

LONDON BAPTIST AssOCIATION.-The 
usual quarterly meeting of the pastors 
and delegates of this association was held 
on Tuesday, October 3rd, at Cornwall
road Chapel, Notting-hill (Rev. R. H. 
Roberts, B.A., pastor). In the morning 
the ministers met in conference, and a 
paper was read by Dr. CulroBB, of High
bury-park Chapel, on "The Berean 
Spirit in Christian Churches.", After 
dinner, which was provided by the friends 
at the chapel, a meeting was held, when 
the Rev. J. A. Spurgeon read a pa.per on 
the '' Relation between Deacons and Min
isters," upon which a short discussion was 
held. and for which a very hearty vote of 
thanks was unanimously passed. It was 
announced by the Rev. F. Tucker, pre
sident, who occupied the chair, that the 
friends at East Barnet had resolved to 
wait until the spring before commencing 
the erection of the proposed new chapel, 
towards which the association had pro
mised £500. A letter bad been received 
from Mr. Spurgeon, stating that be had 
not been able to secure a plot of ground 
for the second new chapel proposed to 

· have been built this year in the Wands
worth-road. He asked permission from 
the committee to erect the new building 
in the rapidly-increasing and respectable 
suburb of Ba.lham, which is near Clapham
common. It was arranged that the 
matter be left in the hands of the com
mittee, the feeling of the meeting seem
ing to be in favour of the removal. A 
very interesting meeting was held in the 
evening, when addresses were deliv.ired 
by the Revs. Dr. Brock, W. Stott, and 
Arthur Mursell. 

On Tuesday, October 17th, the quar
terly meeting of the S. W. District of the 
Association, was held at Park Chapel, 
Brentford. In the afternoon, at half-past 
three, a meeting of pastors and delegates 
was h~ld, the Rev. W. A. Blake, presid
ing. The following subject was discussed, 
and a practical resolution passed : '' How 
can the churches best co-operate in the 

evangelisation of the neighbourhood 
within their bounds?" In the evening a 
public service was held in the chapel. It 
was well attended. Addresses were de
livered by Revs. D. Jones, F. G. March
ant, and R. Kerr. 

HARSTON.-lfarvest HtYTM Meeting.
On Toesday, September 19th, the animal 
harvest home meeting was held in the 
new ehapel, when between two and three 
hundred friends partook of tea. A public 
meeting was presided over by Sa.ml 
Clear, Esq. After a few remarks by the 
Chairman, the pastor (the Rev. S. H. 
Akehnrst) gave a brief report of work 
done during the year, from which it ap
peared that the new structure bad been 
built at a cost of £806 14s. 6½d., and all 
paid with the exception of £7 ; a Tract 
Society established, and thirty-nine 
members added to the church, &c. Ad
dresses were then delivered by the Revs. 
W. C. Ellis, R. La.yzell, and B. J. Evans. 
A vote of thanks to the chairman, 
speakers, and la.dies, who provided tea, 
was then passed. 

BAPTISMS. 
Bishop Stortford-Sept. 28, Four, by Pastor B. 

Hodgkins. 
Caerleon, Mon.-Oct. 8, Two, by Rev. 0. B. Jones, 

pastor. 
Corsham, Wilts.-Sept. 25, Two. by G. Burchell. 
Exeter, Bartholomew-street. -Pa.star, Rev. Dr. 

Cooper. Sept. 26, Three, by Rev. J. Tuckwell (hiil 
two sisters and brother). 

Eye. Suffolk-Oct. I, One, by J. Clark. 
Hanham. G!o'ster.-Oct. 8, Three. by T. Bowbeer. 
Lincoln, Mint-lane. - Sept. 20, One, by R. L. 

llicDougall. 
Mf!tropolitan District-
.tl bbey..-oad, St. John's Wood.-Sept. 26, Nine, "by 

J. 0. Fellowes. 
John--stree~ Edgware-road.-Sept. 28, Su, by J. O. 

Fellowes. 
Arthur...,treet, Peckhrun.-Sept. 27, Three, by Mr. 

Fulton. 
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Sept. 28th, Twenty, by 

Rev. J. A. Spurgeon. 
Neatishead,-Oct. I, One, by Mr . .I.. J. Canston. 
Oldham, King-street.-Aug. 27th, Three, by R. 

H. Bayly. 
Plymouth, George-r;.treet Chapel-Feb. 1, Five, 

by Mr. J. Aldi.s: June 7. Firn, by llir. R. Lewis; 
Sept. i1, Three, by J. Aldis .. 

So-uth Shields, Barrington-street.-Sept. 24, Two, 
by the Rev. Walter Hanson. 

Silrewsln,ry, St, John's Hiil Baptist Chapel.
Sept. 24, Three. by James Manning, pastor. 

Sheernf33.~, Strode-crescent. - Sept. 27, One. by 
J. R. Hadler. 

Wai11sgate, Yorkshire.-0'\<,l Three ,by Rev. J. 
Bamber, pastor 
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RECENT DEATHS. Society. His decease, which was aocele
rated by heavy mental labour, was of 
only a few days' duration. He was sixty
one years of age. 

\YE have to record the death of the 
Rev. THOMAS PHILLIPS, formerly of 
Earl's Barton, Northamptonshire, and 
Lichfield, Staffordshire, which took place 
on Saturday, Sept. 30th, at his residence, 
South Hackney. At the time of his 
death he was pastor of Grove-street 
Chapel, South Hackney, where he had 
attracted around him many warm and 
sympathising friends. He had long been 
a.ssociated with various movements con
nected with religious and social progress, 
being principal organising agent of the 
National Temperance League, also Secre
tary of the Anti-Slavery Society, in 
which latter capacity he was largely in
strumental in directing the attention of 
the Government to the growing traffic 
i.n South Sea Islanders by Queensland 
agents. He also took a prominent part 
in the work of the Freedman's Aid Asso
-ciation, and in the labours of the Peace 

We regret to announce the death of 
Mr. WILLIAM PRITCHARD, draper, Llan
dudno, which event occurred at his resi
dence in Church Walks, on Wednesday, 
the 13th of Sept. The deceased gentle
man was the brother of the Rev. Dr. 
Pritchard, Pembryn, Llangollen, and of 
Mr. Hugh Pritchard. His loss will be 
keenly felt by a large circle of friends. 
His. funeral took place on Monday, the 
18th inst., his remains being interred in 
the burial ground of the ancient Baptist 
Church of Glanwyddan, about three miles 
from this town, beyond Bodyscallen. The 
deceased was the local agent for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society for 
upwards of thirty years, and a member 
of the Board of Commissioners from its 
commencement, in 1854, until eighteen 
months ago. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON. 

Statement of Receipts from September 20tl1, to Octobei· 19th, 1871. 

Capt. Brenkenridge ... 
Mr. Passmore .. . 
Friend B .. . 
Mr. J. Keililll.rd 
Mr. J. Edwards 
:llr. J.C. Prescott 
T.C.L. 
Mr. E. Davies 
Mr. C. Shepherd 
::llrs. A. Rothine 
Mr. J. Knott ... 
Mr. W. Du:-rison 
A friend at Limhury, 

p~r ~r. J. MenL,ve 
Mr. T. Wilson •..... 
A ScrJttisb Shepherd 
Mr. W. J. Hardie •.. 
Mr. W. Jones 
A Friend and Reader 

of Sermons 
'The Misses Drau:,field 
Mrs. Charlotte W a.re. 
Remember New Zea-

la.nd 
Two Friends, South 

,val~s ... ... . .. 
Collection, per Mr. G. 

Auhrey .....•... 
Mr. D. Mucp!J.er::oon ... 

£ •· d. 
JU O 0 
20 0 0 
bO O 0 
0 10 0 

2;j O 0 
0 2 6 
• , 0 0 
0 10 0 
il O 0 
l l 0 

JO O 0 
0 ! 0 

0 ~ 0 
0 JO 0 
2 JO 0 
J O 0 
0 JO 0 

[) 0 0 
't t 0 
O 7 G 

0 10 0 

10 0 0 

1 6 
0 fJ 0 

Mr. J. P. Shaw ... . .. 
John Ploughman 
Durweston Chimer 

and his boys ..• 
H.E. . .. 
Mr. W. Thomas 
Mr. Tapscott 
An admirer of Mr. 

Spurgeon'a Chris
tian labours, Singa-
pore ........... . 

Irvine ... ... ... . .. 
Ebenezer ........ . 
A Friend, Glasgow, 

per Rev G. Rogers 
Mr. W. Davis 
Mr. S. Lewis ... . .. 
A friend, per Mr. J. 

Mills ........... . 
Mrs. Rathbone Taylur 
Collected by Mt·. ll. 

Mills... . ..... 
Miss Maxwell .. . . .. 
Mr. Chew 
Mrs. Bickmore, quar

terly subscription ... 
A friend per Mr. F. R. 

B. Phillips 

£ s. d. 
1 0. 0 
0 5 0 

0 5 G 
1 0 0 
0 6 6 
l l 0 

0 10 
0 0 
I O 

20 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0 

I O O 
2 10 0 

0 10 6 
0 10 0 
6 0 0 

2 0 0 

3 lo 0 

Mr. W.' Knight, per 
Mr. Spurrier ... 

Mr. W. A. Butterworth 
Mrs. Evans ........ . 
H.D.P ......... . 
A Friend, Scotland .. . 
Mrs. SteYenson ... 
Rev. J. Pegg, Turks' 

Island ........ . 
Collected by Mrs. Byd

awell ... 
Collection at Kings

gate-street Chapel, 
per Rev. W. H. Bur-
ton · ........... . 

Collection at Eld Lane 
Chapel, Colchester, 
per Rev. E Spurrier 

Weekly Offerings at 
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GOD'S MEMORIAL OF HIS PEOPLE. 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, BY C. H. SPlIBGEOlf. 

"Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands."-Isaiah :tlix. Hi. 

RATHER more than eight years ago, I remember to have addressed you from these 
very words. You will find the sermon in the printed series. But such a text as 
this is to be preached from hundreds of times. It is quite impossible to exhaust 
it, and if we should run over the same circle of thought in some measure, the 
thought suggested is of itself so precious, it were well to have our poor minds 
stirred up by way of remembrance. 

The apprehension that God might forget us would be very horrible to a child 
of God. As to the ungodly, they care not whether God thinks of them or not. 
He is nothing to them, and they care not whether they are anything to Him. To 
the Christian it is far otherwise. He could imagine no greater calamity than for 
him to be forgotten of his God.. He knows there are many reasons in him why 
he should be forgotten, and though those reasons are all met by the promise 
of God, yet there are times when those reasons exercise great effect upon his 
mind. As, for instance, the Christian knows how insignificant he is. It is 
always a wonder to him that God ever did think of him. Like David, when he 
considers the heavens, the works of God's fingers, the moon and the stars which 
God hath ordained, he says, " What is man that Thou art mindful of him, or the 
son of man that Thou visitest him?" The ungodly man has large ideas of him
self, but the Christian has very humbling notions of his own condition, and 
he marvels therefore that God ever should have remembered him, and fears some
times lest he should be forgotten. So, too, the Christian is aware of his own 
unworthiness. He knows something of his natural depravity. He remembers 
somewhat of things done in his youth, his former transgressions ; he sees that 
even now he is not clear from sin in his daily life and he says within himself 
at times, " If the Lord were to deal with me according to my desert, He would 
certainly ·appoint me a portion with the unbeliever, discountenance me and cast 
me away." Ay, and when he thinks of his unthankfulness to God for His many 
mercies, and remembers what a sting there is in ingratitude and how it cuts sharp 
the person who is wronged by it, he sometimes wonders that God has not turned 
against His ungrateful servant and said, "You are not mindful of My goodness, 
you make such a slight return for it, that I will henceforth no more remember 
you: the streams of My mercy shall be dried up, and the sunlight of My favour 
shall be taken away for ever." Oh, what should we do if God did forget us for 
any of these reasons, my brethren? We could bear, it might be, to be forgotten 
by the dearest heart that beats in the fondest bosom of our nearest relative ; 
bitter, indeed, would be such an afiliction, to find a Judas where we hoped we had 
a friend, but let all creature friendships go sooner than God should forget us. It 
would be a calamity if death should visit our habitations, or if sickness should come 
and lay us low, if some calamity should strip us of our earthly comforts, but let 
them all go without reservation, let us be reduced to Job's extremity and sit upon 
a dunghill and scrape ourselves with a potsherd sooner than God should forget us. 
That were hell itself. Oh, may we rejoice in heart by faith that this calamity 
cannot oocur to us ; and let this text help to remove any fear that any believer 

* This Sermon being Copyright, the right of reprinting and translating is reserve<i 
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here has enir bad, that he may be forgotten of God. The text was meant to meot 
that case, for so it runs,-" Can a woman fora-et her suckino- child that she should 
not have compassion upon the son of her wo~b P Yea, they may forget yet will 
I not forget thee." And here is the reason given-" I have graven thee'upon tho 
palms of my hands." 

We come, therefore, brethren, by the help of God's Spirit, to consider this 
Di:vine memorial: "I have graven thee on the palms of my hands;" then ...-ery 
briefly let us trace out the result of this memorial of God and let us olose with 
a personal reflection upon the object of this Divine rememb{·ance: "I have graven 
THEE upon the palms of my hand." 

I. First, then, we have here a metaphorical speech to set forth the impossibility 
of ~od's. forgetting us. " I have graven Thee upon the palms of my hands. 
I will gff~ a catchword to each particular explanation of this metaphor. The 
first word 1s present. When we have a thing fresh in our minds and we want to 
make others know that we have it close to our memory, we say we have it at our 
fingers' ends. I say to such an one, "I shall not forget you; 1 oonstantly recollect 
you ; your name, and your business, and your circumstances are at my fingers' 
ends.". Everyone understands wh~t is meant by the expression, it is a ;present 
memorial ; but the figure of speech here used is more beautiful .than that. ", I 
have thee as near to Me as if I had thee always in the palms of My hands." 
That by which I remember thee is most near to me. A dear friend told me that 
when travelling in the East, he frequently saw persons who had the portraits 
of their friends printed on the palms of their hands. I said to him, "But did 
not they wear out?" "Yes sometimPs," he said, "but very freg_uentlr they were 
tattooed, marked right into the hand, and then, as long as the hand was there, 
there was the image of the friend, roughly drawn, of course." Oriental art is not 
very perfect, but there it was, drawn on the palms of the ·hands, so that it could 
be always seen. A person had never to say, "Run and fetch the portrait.; run 
and bring me down the m€morial;" he always had it .present with him. So the 
Lord Jesus al ways has His pPople present with Him at ,all times. He is the 
Head: they are the members. The members are never far off from the head. 
He is the shepherd : they are the sheep ; and the careful shepherd, in time of 
danger, is never far from his sheep. Christ is not far from any of His people, and, 
therefore, His recollections of them are not difficult to be maintained. He keeps 
the m€morial of them in His hands-present with Him. There is no fear, there
for€, that He will forget them. 

The next thought that arises from the metaphor may be remembered by the catch
word of permanent. As I have already said, the impressionmade upon the hands, ai 
intended in this figure was permanent-as long as the person lived there it was. 
You grave your friend's name upon a sapphire, and you may lose it; you may write 
it upon a rock, and the rock may crumble; you, may get to yourself the most precious 
anif lastino- form of matter, and stamp the impress of your friend upon it, ,and by
and-by it ~ay moulder away; but when Christ says that He writes His people's 
names upon His hands, unless He Himself can perish, their memorial must abide. 
As long as Jesus lives He ma.st bear with Him the memories ,of His people. It is 
inconceivable that Christ should be without a hand, and what is graven deep on 
those palms never to be erased, must abide near to Him for ever and for ev~r. 0 
think, Christian, you are never forgotten of God! Never in your darkest mg~t of 
sorrow, never in your most wayward moment of personal doubt _and wandering, 
never forgotten, and you never shall be: If you live to the decrepitude of old age, 
He will bear and carry you. If you he long upon a lonely pallet where few shall 
observe your suffering, He will not forget you. If you are drifted to some remote 
part of the world, far from all you love, He will be just as near. Time shall r?ll 
on and come to its close, but Christ will n0t forget you then, and in the etermty 
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that. cometh ~midst the burning ·of the world and the judging of mankind, the 
gravmg on His hand shall be as permanent as ever, and you shall still be remem
bered of the Lord who loved you or ever the e?,rth was. Present and permanent, 
then, is the memorial which Christ cherishes of His people. We have lately seen an 
unusual number of rainbows, and I must confess that nothing gives me greater joy 
than to see the rainbow. It is the memorial of the covenant. I like to look upon 
it. But there is something more cherishing to me than looking on it myself: it is 
the thought of that text where God "saith the bow shall be in the cloud, and I will 
look upon it that I may remember the everlasting covenant." It comforts me that 
I can look on the sign of God's faithfulness, but it comforts me much more that God 
looks at it-that His eye is on it. Had I been an Israelite, I think it would have 
given me much pleasure to see the blood eprinkled on the lintel and the two side
posts of my house. I should have known I was secure. Bat there is something 
better than that. You remember the text," When I see the blood, I will pass 
over you." It is God's sight of the blood that saved you. So here it is Christ that 
looks at the palms of His own hands; that sees the memorial; looks there al ways, 
and has not to look far, for His hands are not far removed from Himself-they are 
part of Himself. It is on Himself He bears the memory-the permanent me~~~i 
of all whom He has bought with blood ; therefore, be ye comforted, and t -
not that ye are overlooked. -

The third word shall be personal,-present, perpetual, and personal. " I have 
graven thee not in the book of record, but I have graven thee upon Myself, upon 
the palms of My hands." It means this,-1 will put it in one short, compact sen
tence,-that Christ could as soon forget Himself as He could forget His people, He 
has stamped them into Himself; yea, more, He has taken them into such vital, 
indelible union with His own person, that to forget one soul that He has bought 
with blood would be to forget Himself. The mother does not forget her child 
because there is an intimate connection between them. The head cannot forget the 
members because there is a still morepntimate connection there. My finger does 
not need to tell my head that it suffers ; and when a limb is full of pain and agony 
it does not need to send express messengers up to the brain to say to the head, 
"Think of me, for l am full of grief." No; the head feels that the limb is a part 
of itself, knit to itself; and Christ has a personal interest and a personal union 
with all His people. Oh, precious thought! Ye are dearer to Ctirist than any 
treasure could be to Him, because you are of His flesh and of His bones. This is 
the reason-this is one reason that is given in Scripture-for conjugal love, 
because the woman was taken out of the man, and she is bone of his bone and flesh 
-0f his flesh; and when our blessed Second Adam fell asleep in death, God took His 
Church out of His side, and the Church is bone of Christ's bone and flesh of His flesh. 
He cannot forget her; He looks upon her with a love that never can change, anti 
never can be indifferent. 

The next word I shall give you after this one of personal, is painful. "I havJ 
graven thee on the palms of My hands." I may be permitted to illustrate Jhis by 
our Saviour's hands. What are these wounds in Thy hands, these sacred stigmata, 
these ensigns of suffering? The graver's tool was the nail, backed by the hammer. 
He must be fastened to the cross that His people might be truly graven on the 
palms of His hands. There is much consolation here. We k:iow that what 
a man has won with great pain he will keep with great tenacity. Old Jac_o1, 

valued much that portion which he took out of th~ hand of the Amortte 
with the sword and with the bow, and so truly does Christ ,:alue that w~wh Re 
has conquered at great expense. Child of God, you cos~ Christ too much l0r HFu 
to forget you. He recollects every pang He suffered in Gethsem~ne, and e~er:,
groan that He uttered for you upon the cross. The gravmg upon His ha:ids brmg; 
to His recollection the redemption price which He paid down that you might be set 
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free. Oh, what better ground can you have for believing that Christ remembers 
you than this, that He loved you and gave Himself for you? Treasure up that 
thought. 

The other word is_ practical. " I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands;" as much as 1f God would say, "I can do nothing without remembering 
My people,'.' If He creates the world, it is with the hand that has His peop!e 
graven on _it. !f He pu~s for!h His hand to uphold all things, that upholding hand 
upholds His samts. With His left hand He smites the wicked but he cannot smite 
His people, for ~e sees them in the palm of that very hand.' All that God does 
has an eye to His people. When He divided the nations He divided them accord
ing to the number of the children of Israel. The world stands for their sake · 'tis 
but a stage for the display of His grace to them; and when the number of His 
elect is accomplished, He will take it all down and put it away. O child of God 
the Lord hath given thee the richest consolation when He tells thee He can d; 
nothing without remembering thee, for on the hand with which He works He has 
stamped thy name. Note before I leave this, that it does not say; "I have graven 
thee on the palm of My hand," but, "on the palms of My hands," as if there was 
a double memorial before the Lord for ever. With His right hand He blesses, and 
His people have a share in that; with his left hand He deals out vengeance, but 
He sees His people there, and gives no vengeance to them. " His left hand, the 
hand of His angry power, is under my Head," saith the spouse, "and His right 
hand, the hand of His beneficent love, doth embrace me." A left-handed or a 
right-handed God, He altogether loves us, and remembers us on the right hand 
and on the left. By both His hands, by all His power, He pledges Himself never 
to forget one of His saints. Oh, this is a rich text ! and we· trust we shall so 
handle it as to bring out the juice from the luscious sentences, throw it in the 
wine-press, and tread it again and again with active feet, and it shall always yield 
freeh sweetness and give forth yet more and more luscious draughts to slake your 
thirst, if you know but how to use it. Dear, abiding, precious memorial of our 
crucified Lord, thou dost charm away our fears. He never can forget us. 

II. And now, briefly, not for lack of matter, but for want of time,-What will 
be the result of our being thus daily remembered ? Children of God, God re
members you to make you joyful. How runs the text? "Sing, 0 heavens, and 
be joyful, 0 earth." The Lord, who thinks of you, will give you heydays and 
holidays sometimes. You shall not always be in the dark. Do you recollect 
how John Bunyan describes it, that after Giant Despair's head had been cut 
off, Mr. Ready-to-halt, and Miss Much-afraid, and Miss Despondency, all of 
them had a feast, and they had a dance, too, and Mr. Ready-to-halt leape.d on 
his crutches. The very weakest and most limping among God's saints sometimes 
have their seasons of joy and rejoicing, and so shall you. You daughters of 
depression, you sons of sorrow, God has graven you upon the palms of His handB, 
You have had your evenings, you shall have your mornings; you have had 
your droughts, you shall have your floods. If God remembers us, we may rest 
assured that He will provide for all our needs. If the shepherd remembers t~e 
sheep, the sheep shall not sta:ve. If the husbandman remembers. the plant, it 
will be cared for. God, who 1s the great husbandman, remembermg the plants 
of His o-arden, says, " I will water them every moment. If the mother 
remembe~s her babe, it is to give it all it wants, and lull its griefs to rest. God 
will give us all we need. Sons of want, ye who feel your need, be of good 
comfort: you are graven on the palms of Jehovah's hands. We shall not 
want any good thing if He remembers us, so let us reflect that we shall get 
chastern,d some time. A child forgotten of its parent, never feels the rod. I ha_ve 
been comforted sometimes when I have bern smarting, to think I was not qUite 
cast off. The goldsmith will not put a common stone into the furnace. He sets some 
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value on that whioh he spends bis coals upon, If the Lord afflict thee, O heir of 
heaven, He has not cast thee away : be sure of that. The refining that thou art 
~dergoing, proves that He sets a price u_pon t~ee, He has taken trouble and care 
with thee, By the furnace may be He mil deliver thee from thy dross and thy sin. 
0 to be remembered, even if it is with a blow, is better than to be forgotten, and to 
be left to riot in this world's pleasures. Let me be, my God, only able to know I am 
Thine by Thy rod, sooner than have to live in doubt and fear as to whether I am 
Thine or not. If God thus remembers us, and we get chastened, we may also know 
that we shall have consolation in chastening, and be delivered in due time out of 
the trial. If thou art graven on the palms of God's hands; though thou shouldst have 
to lie long and pine on that couch of su1fering, He will not forget thee. 0, my dear 
young friends, whose pale faces often grieve me when I see you sad, let us look up to 
God for comfort. Though you are marked for death, He does not forget you ; He 
will cheer those days of growing weakness, and as you get nearer to the grave, 
you will also get nearer to heaven. Many a poor woman lying in a lone cottage, 
or dying in a workhouse, has had more joy than some of the princes of earth in all 
their wealth and pride. Christ never leaveR those who are His in the world, but 
to them He reveals Himself more sweetly than to others. I would like to say to 
every chilJ of God here, Because God remembers you, all that you lose between 
here and heaven He will be sure to give you. All {ou ask for that is right you 
shall have, and a great deal you never thought o asking for; you shall have as 
much sweet and as much bitter ; ;ou shall have as much of everything that is 
good for you, as shall be best, an afterwards you shall have the fulness, you 
shall have the glory; for, being graven on the palms of God's hands, He will not 
forget to bring you home to the place where He is, and to appoint you a mansion 
among His own ehosen. I wish I could speak more at large on this, but we have 
hurried over it. Only take it home: chew the cud upon this. It is worth it. 
Here are subjects for meditation that any thoughtful mind may bring out. If 
God remembers me, it is all I want. You know that verse we sometimes sing 
tl!,at ends, " This my Father knows; this my Father knows." Oh yes, your wants, 
He sees them all. Your heavenly Father knows that you have need of these t~o-s. 
There is nothing more required to comfort your hearts. If He knows it is good for 
you, lou shall have it, 

II . .A.nd now to close. Who is it that is the object of this remembrance? 
"I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands." "Thee "-pass it round. 
Let each one before God, as though he saw Christ upon the judgment-throne, 
ask himself: " Am I graven upon the palms of Jesus' hands-am I?" 
It is nothing that His whole Church is there-His Zion. He is not so im
mediately thinking. of His truly blood-bought regenerate people-there they 
are-all there. He has in his eyes the circumstances as He has on His 
hands the names of many that are greatly afflicted. Notice the connection 
of the text, it is to the afflicted that He is there speaking. He says, "The Lord 
will have mercy on His afflicted," and He says that their names are on His hand. 
Don't say then that you are not the Lord's, because you are afflicted. Because you 
are low in circumstances or sick in body, don't conclude, therefore, that_ you are not 
in Christ, but rather pray more earnestly than ever that these trials mar be 
greatly sanctified to you. Nor, beloved, don't conclude that you are not Christ's, 
because you feel you are sinful. Observe how the connection runs-:" He will 
have mercy on His afflicted." Now mercy is for sinners. I may be a smner, but 
yet graven on the hands of Christ; for, indeed, all whose names are written there 
are by nature guilty, but they ha".e obtalll:ed me:cy. The greatn~ss ?f my pa~~ 
guilt does not prove that I had no rnterest rn Christ. If I haye fa1th m Him; ~ 
I oome and put my trust in Him, then is my name written on the p3:1ms of His 
hands. But is it so, dear reader? Is it so? Hast thou trusted Christ or not? 
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~swer thou, I say again, as though Christ were here upon the·• throne of His 
,1udgment. Answer now. Dost thou rest thy soul alone on Jesus Christ? If thou 
do~t, all that ~s impl~ed _in having thyself imprinted upon the hands of Christ is 
thme. 1 Take ~t-en,1oy 1t-be gl~d. What consolation should this Scripture itself 
afford. But 1f you have not believed, touch not these sweet things but rather 
say, "Lord, help me to believe to-nig·ht." To believe is but to tr~st-to rest 
yourself upon Christ. Watts calls it falling-

" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 
Into Thine hands I falL" 

Here I am leaning now. If th.is that I lean upon fails me, dowu I must go. I 
have no other support. Lean just like this on Christ. You have seen a fainting: 
person at last throw himself back on another. Do that to Christ; faint away into . 
Christ. Relax all your own power-let it all go. That. sham p.ower you 
think you have, and that merit you think you have, and all the hopes yo.u ever 
had-let them all go, anil now drop into Christ's arms. I have heard it said that 
if a man would only lie still when he falls.into the water-;-lie on his back-he 
would fl.oat, but the tendency is to struggle. Don't struggle, sinner, after right
eousness m your own strength: fall bauk and rest on the infinite love of God in 
Christ Jesus. 'Tis all thou hast to do ; to leave off doing, and let Christ 
do everythmg ; and when Christ has done that everything, then you shall 
begin doing agam on quite another principle-not with a view to merit, but. 
ou.t of gratitude to Him who saved you. I do pray that some may be saved 
to-night m this house. Before they go down yonder steps, may some of you look 
to Jesus. There is life m a look. I cannot help bringing. out these simple 
truths often and often, but they are constantly forgotten. Those that were· 
bitten by the serpent m the wilderness had not anything to say, had not anythmg 
to feel, had not anything to think of; all they had to do was just to look to the 
serpent lifted on the pole: and you have nothing to do,'or feel, or be, m and of you.r
self; all you have to do is to look straight away to Christ. There is not any good 
thmgmyou. Knowth~ttobegin.with. Yous~y, ''Butlambad." Iknowyou&:e·; 
,ou are ten thousand times worse than you thmk you are, bad as you may conceive. 
yourself to be-worse than that by fifty thousand times, but your goodness is in 
Jesus, your hope ism Je~us. Loo~ straigh~ away ~ow ~o tho~e dear W?unds of, 
Jesus; look straight to Him; and if you perish trustmg In Christ, you will be the, 
first sinner that ever perished there. lt will be a novelty in hell, and the news 
will be spread on earth, and even in heaven, that there was a sinner that tru_sted 
Christ and then perished. Farewell to the Gospel then. Put away the Bible. 
We have done with Uhri.Et Himself if that could be true. But it never can be. 
"Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." Look, man; look, woman; 
look, child; whoever thou mayest be, there i~ life in a look at t~e Crucified One, 
there is life at t1us moment for thee. Lo.ok, smner ; look unto Him and be saved, 
Look unto Jesus, who died on the tree. May God bless you all for Christ's sake .•. 
Amen. 



THE :SPIRITUALITY OF THE 
DEITY. 

JIY REV. J"OHN DOUGLJ.S. 

'FHAT there is a God is the clearest 
dictate of reason, The Bible assumes 
the Divine existence, without proof, as 
a primary and an essential condition of 
creation. As matter for mere specu
lation, the contemplation .of the being 
and attributes of Deitv, as manifested in 
His works and in His' Word is the most 
sublime subject on which our intel
lectual powers can be exercised, and is 
calculated to awaken and ennoble the 
susceptibilities of our moral nature. 
The most momentous issues are involved 
in our knowing the character of the 
Creator of the universe in his paternal 
relation to his spiritual offspring-that 
of a REDEEMING Gon. It is written, 
"This is eternal life, that they might 
know Thee, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent." 

Two methods of proof of the exist
ence and some of the attributes of the 
;Deity have been adopted. First the 
a prioi-i, or metaphysical argument, 
adduced by Dr. Samuel Clarke. It 
assumes the existence of a God, pos
sessed of attributes infinitely perfect, 
as a cause adequate to the production 
of the multifarious phenomena exhibited 
by creation. It is self-evident that we 
cannot conceive of any other cause 
sufficient for the origination of all things 
than a Being self-existent, eternal, om
nipotent, and infinitely wise. This 
argument, though too abstruse for the 
comprehension of most readers, is 
reasonable and just. It may be illus
trated by a reference to the discovery 
of the law of gravitation by Sir Isaac 
Newton, Before this illustrious astro
nomer could positively affirm the exist
ence of this law beyond the surface of 

.315 

our planet, he tried if it would fulfil 
the conditions presented by the phe
nomena of the heavenly bodies. Now, 
the existence of the Deity satisfactorily 
explains all the phenomena of creation, 
whilst revelation a1Jserts that, " He was 
before all things, and by Him all things 
consist" (Col. i. 16, 17); "Through 
faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God ; so 
that things which are seen, were not 
made of things which do appear" 
(Heb. xi. 3). The late Dr. Thomas 
Brown, and the late Lord Brougham, 
called in question its utility and force; 
but Mr. William H. Gillespie, in the 
fifth edition of his work, "The a priori 
Argument," has fully justified its im
portant value to Christianity. 

The second mode of proof is called 
the a posteriori argument, which, from 
traces of design and intelligence dis
cov:erable in all the realms of creation, 
infers the existence of a Designer. This 
is in accordance with the inductive 
philosophy; reasoning from "nature up 
to nature's God." The Bible recognises 
the validity of the argument a posteriori: 
"The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament showeth His handi
work;" "The invisible things of Hnr, 
from the creation of the world, are 
clearly seen, being understood by the 
things which are made, even Hrs eternal 
power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse" (Rom. i. 19). This 
method of proof is, therefore, not only 
sanctioned by Scripture, but is m0re 
easily comprehended than that furnished 
by the a priori argument. The indi
cations of thought, design, and intelli
gence everywhere exhibited throughout 
the vast domains of nature, afford to 
all men, of every degree of mental 
capacity, proofs of the existence and 
spirituality of God. Thought and 
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design are not the known properties of 
matter, but those of mind or spirit. 
The known properties of the former are 
extension, figure, impenetrability, 
inertia, attraction, and repulsion. The 
qualitiee of the latter are thought, 
memory, judgment love, and several 
others perceived by consciousness. We 
know absolutely nothing of the essence 
-0f either matter or mind; but we con
ceive of the attributes or qualities by 
which one thing is distinguished from 
.another as subsisting in a substratum. 
Hence, if the qualities of any substance 
be changed, we are impelled to believe 
that its essence is changed also. When 
our Lord, for instance, changed the 
water into wine, those who witnessed 
His miraculous interposition knew it 
was wine, and not water, which the 
attendants bore to the nuptial guests, 
by the change effected in the qualities 
of the substance. The term substance 
implies a basis which stands under 
qualities or attributes as their support. 
The science of chemistry renders it 
highly probable that all material things 
are the combinations of elementary 
atoms, arranged according to immutable 
laws, and consequently their attributes 
subsist in an essence or substratum of 
atoms. .Any variation in the arrange
ments of the elementary atoms produces 
correspondent changes in the properties 
of the combinations. Sir Isaac Newton 
remarks that water composed of broken, 
could not be the same as that which 
consists of entire, particles. The pro
perties of mind are essentially different 
from those of matter ; therefore the 
substance in which they inhere, and of 
which they are properties, must be 
essentially different. That mind or spirit 
should be a mere aggregate of qualities 
without a spiritual substratum in which 
they inhere, is an absurdity too gross 
to be seriously entertained. Matter is 
inert and void of thought ; but the 
A.uthor of all things possesses intelli
gence and power; consequently He 
must be an immaterial-a SPIRITUAL 
llEING. 

The science of psychology multiplies 
with accumulating force the evidence of 

the spirituality of the Deity. The 
human mind, with all its faculties, 
principles of action, and the energies it 
exerts over the organs of the human 
body, is the most perfect image of the 
Deity within the range of our investi
gations. The marvellous beauties scat
tered over the face of external nature ; 
the infinitude of worlds moving with 
inconceivable velocity in perfect order 
and harmony through the illimitable 
regions of space, are most sublime and 
glorious obJects; but a human soul, 
perfect in all its faculties, its under
standing enlightened by the Word and 
Spirit of God, its affections rightly con
trolled and directed, is infinitely'! more 
glorious, and approaches more nearly to 
the nature of the being and attributes 
of the Omnipotent Creator. In calmly 
contemplating the operations of our 
minds, everyone is conscious that he 
wills, plans, and exerts power over the 
members of his body; that he fre
quently avails himself of the properties 
of external matter, arranging them in 
the order in which experience shows 
they act for the accomplishing of his 
designs. He observes similar indications 
of intelligence in the muscular energies 
in bodies external to himself, and con
stituted as his own ; so that in ex
amining anything which exhibits traces 
of design, he concludes, from the experi
ence of the operations of his own mind, 
that it did not make itself, or was the 
effect of chance, but that it is the result 
of a designing spirit. Now we have 
evidence of a morll satisfactory kind, in 
every realm of creation, of the exist
ence, intentions, power, and will, of 
ONE ALL-PERVADING SPIRIT. We live 
and move in the midst of a vast work
shop, exhibiting every conceivable de
scription of mechanical contrivances ; 
a cabinet of most glorious pictures, 
models for the imitation of the highest 
efforts of human genius. By the aid 
of the microscope, the cells and vascular 
organs of plants, their capacities for 
absorbing the gases essential to their 
development, fructification, and propa
gation are detected, all of which are 
evidential of an infinitely wise mind as 
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their Creator. The bodily frames of 
animals are constructed on mechanical 
principles, having levers and other 
nrrangements of various kinds for pro
pelling them over the surface of tho 
globe, or through the air and waters 
suited to their respective habitudes, in
dio!lting evidence of design. The ad
justment of the centripetal and centri
fugal forces that maintain the orbital 
motions of the planets and systems of 
astronomy, the balancing with mathe
matical exactitude the antagonistic laws 
that bind in pern;ianent proximity satel
lites and magnfficent rings to their 
primaries, and of binary and tertiary 
suns with their princely retinue of 
worlds as they revolve round their com
mon centres of gravity: all proclaim, as 
with stentorian voice, the incompre
hensible wisdom and power of Jehovah. 
Worlds, and s;rstems, and clusters of 
systems rise m sublime perspective 
before the gaze of the eye, aided by the 
increased powers of the telescope ; yet 
these stupendous manifestations of 
Divine intelligence sink into the un
fathomable depths of space, until even 
thought itself fails in its mightiest 
efforts to plunge across the immeasur
able gulf by which we are separated 
from them. The more deeply we search 
for the evidence of the Deity in the 
vast amphitheatre around us, the more 
they crowd upon our dazzled vision, to 
ruitonish, bewilder, and overwhelm us. 
Blind chance, or an intellectual abstrac
tion, could not have elaborated out of 
nonentity such a magnincent, harmo
nious universe. " 0 Lord, how mani
fold are Thy works! in wisdom hast 
Thou made them all : the earth is full 
of Thy riches." The deductions of 
seience based on an extensive examina
tion of nature, corroborate the testimony 
of Scripture, that " Gon rs A SPIRIT." 

It is self-evident that this all-per
vading Spirit is eternally ~elf-exis~ent, 
and is the Author of all life. Science 
shows that through mighty eras of the 
geological periods there were no orga
nised beings; and that the present 
existino- orders are of comparatively 
recent 0date. There was no life upon 

our planet through countless ages; but it 
was tenantless and void, tempest-tossed 
by the jarring elements of chaos. 
Whence, then, originated all the diver
sified forms of that life which now robes 
in a verdant mantle vast tracts of our 
globe, sending forth from smiling meads 
and fra~rant parterres the balmy aroma 
ofmornmg? Whence emanated that life 
that peoples our atmosphere, islands. 
and continents-that gambols in the 
joyousness of conscious existence in 
earth's babbling brooks, meandering 
rivers, pellucid lakes, and deep restless 
oceans? That which has not existed 
from eternity must be the :effect of an 
extrinsic cause. Nothing cannot become 
something; nor can anything of itself 
begin to exist. An infinite succession 
of finite beings is seen in the light of 
axiomatic truth to be an absurdity, and 
an utter impossibility. For each mem
ber of the series depends for existence 
upon the one i=ediately preceding it. 
It could not originate itself. How, then, 
could the first member of the series 
originate this infinite succession ? It also 
is finite and depending upon the origina
ting will and power of something pre
ceding it. But according to this theory 
there is no extrinsic ea use in existence 
to give it being. It must have origi
nated itself out of nothing-which is a 
palpable absurdity. The whole is equal 
to its parts. But each of the parts of 
which this infinite series is composed is 
finite, and dependent on something going 
before it; therefore the whole series is 
finite and dependent. The records of 
geology point to periods when this 
assumed infinite succession of finite or
ganised beings had no existence what
ever. Facts disprove the allegations of 
the advocates of this theorv. 

Sir William Thomson, at the recent 
meeting of the British Association, 
accounts for the origin of life on our 
planet by a theory not less puerile and 
absurd. Were he able, as he is not, 
to demonstrate that a fragment of some 
shattered orb, on which life had been, 
conveyed to our globe a primordial seed; 
life in any region of space demands a; 
an absolute necessity for its first origi-
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nation, an eternal, self-existent, omnipo
tent Spirit as its First Cause. No 
matter how far we ascend the lofty 
heights of the past eternity, we shall 
rearh a point beyond which our minds 
c,an no longer keep upon the wing, but 
sink exhausted ; the inquiry still press
ing with overwhelming force, what 
originated this primordial vital germ? 
Life is so mysterious in its nature that 
WHAT rs IT P is still unsolved. It is the 
highest manifestation of the "living 
God" with which we are acquainted, 
and an emanation from the volitions of 
His omnipotent will. Those would-be 
philosophers endeavour to politely bow 
the eternal Creator out of his own 
universe. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they have become fools, and have 
treated with neglect and scorn the infor
mation concerning the origin of all 
things furnished by God Himself in His 
own infallible Word. There is not the 
slightest indication that any species of 
animals has gradually advanced from 
a less perfect to a more perfect organi
sation, as Darwin alleges. Geology has 
proved that whole tribes have, again 
and again, been annihilated, and others 
of different genera and species made to 
occupy their room. Every new order 
sprung from a :fiat of the great Author 
of Nature. Attempts have been fre
quently made to establish this theory of 
development from the amalgamation of 
different species of animals, but without 
success. The mongrel creature known 
as the mule, has thus been generated. 
A second link in the series, however, 
can never be produced, so that this new 
order is utterly unable to transmit itself. 
This demonstrates that the barriers which 
the Almighty God has placed between 
the orders of His creatures, to secure 
their identity and to preserve their 
distinct separation through successive 
ao-es, can neither be broken down, nor 
o;erleaped by atheism, and is a prac
tical refutation, from observed facts, of 
the theorv of development. The Scrip
ture account of the origin of life upon 
our earth is, therefore, the only true and 
rational solution of this problem, and 
commands the assent of everyone whose 

mind is not blinded by the pride and 
prejudice of a "vain philosophy" and 
" science falsely so co1led." 

The universal consent of mankind 
may be adduced as proof of the existence 
of Deity. There have been few nations, 
if any, that have not had some kind of 
deities. This implies the truth of the 
Divine existence; for such belief is either 
instinctive, and therefore the work of 
God upon the heart, or it is the result 
of Divine communications, corrupted by 
tradition through the roll of centuries. 
No matter how men may differ respecting 
the true character of the Supreme Being; 
or the approved forms of approach into 
His presence, religious worship grounds 
upon an inveterate conviction that there 
is a God. It is surely, therefore, the 
duty of rational creatures, conscious of 
sin and many imperfections, to become· 
acquainted with the character of thiS' 
God as manifested in His Son Jesus· 
Christ, who has given so many irresist
ible proofs of His existence in the works 
of creation. How tremendously awful 
to those who have denied His existence, 
or rejected His overtures of love and 
mercy revealed in the Bible, to plung,e 
into eternity! How cheering to know 
that this God is in Christ reconciling: 
the world unto Himself, not imputing 
to those that believe the Gospel their 
trespasses. The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth from all sin. .A.11 
acceptable approach to the Deity, grounds 
on the merits of Christ's atonement and 
the efficacy of His intercession. Idolatry, 
Ritualism, Rationalism, Pantheism, and 
all forms of religion contrar:ir to Scrip
ture, are condemned by the doctrine of 
the "Spirituality of God." " God is a 
spirit, and they that worship Him, must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth." 
Reader, remember that the Father seek
eth such to worship Him. 

Portadown, Ireland. 
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••IT IS 'TIME TO SEEK THE 
LORD." 

JIT RPJV', GEORGE OOBB, 

"It.le time to sock the Lord:.1'-HosB.I. "· IZ. 

"The grave, the daclrness, and the lonely 
waste, 

Are ever crying, ' Man ! think of God, 
thyself, eternity.' 

'Fear God,' the thunder mutters forth; 
'Fear God,' the murmuring. waves 

r.eply. While deep 
Loudly answers back. to dee:p, 'Fear 

God.?" 

YET to every solemn admonition very 
many· are utterly heedless. Their eyes 
are deliberately· closed to what their 
judgment acknowledges is of the first 
importance. Conscience· is silenced, the 
heart is hardened, and, ere long, every 
star of hope will .be blotted from their 
sky. Life is 9-uiokly passing, and, Death 
stands impatiently waiting tHl old Time 
shall gj,ve him permission to strike the 
blow, and· even bids him shake his slow 
paced glass, that the sands may fall 
more· quickly. Yet the man appears 
like one enchanted; plans for the future 
as if he had a leasehold of his life; puts 
off the concerns of Jiis· soul as if he 
should live for ever here ; and thinks as 
little of eternity as if he were not 
immortal. Possibly he, persuades him
self there is no need for haste, that the 
future will bring " a more convenient 
season," or that his worldly heart will 
evince a more decided leaning to 
heavenly things as years advance. He 
does not intend to die as he is now 
living, but for the present, he defers 
the matter, and endeavours to excuse 
his. neglect. To all this the Divine 
reply is, "It is time to seek the Lord." 
Should this be the cnse with my reader, 
I aak an earnest heed to my friendly 
paper; in the hope that it may prove 
more valuable to· him than thousands 
of gold and silver. 

We may gather from this text of 
Scripture, 1hat ff you would be saved, 
it will not be toithout exertion on your 
part. God has a purpose, clearly re
vealed in His Word, of saving His elect 

people, and ~hat entirely of grace; yet, 
even graee itself does not come to the 
rescue o! indolent, indifferent penons. 
Not untJ~ P!lter, awar~ of his danger, 
and begmnmg to smk, cried out, 
"Lord, save me," was the helping hand 
stretched out. Our God is '' slow to 
anger, plenteous in mercy, and ready 
to for~ve,". but "He will not put forth 
a hand to lift a man to heaven in hie 
sleep, or drag him in against his will." 
He can a1muse the conscience, soften the 
heart, bend the will; but this must 
precede the sweet sense of His favour. 
Mercy has a quick ear and a swift wing 
when. the needy cry for help and sal
vation: but she would think it to her 
dishonour to come to the aid of those 
who proudly asserted their self-suf
ficiency. 

It is quite true that man is so entirely 
ruined as to be utterly helpless; nor do 
we plead for any efforts to be put forth 
to better his condition, or to recom
mend him to the favour of the Lord ; 
this would only serve to keep the soul 
under the yoke of bondage and the 
curse of the law, and must end in bitter 
disappointment. Yet this ruin must be 
seen, this helplessness felt, and where 
it is, the soul will be aroused " to seek 
the Lord." You have a painful and 
fatal disease creeping upon you ; day 
by day it gathers strength, while you 
increase in weakness ; it baffles all your 
efforts, and defies the power of every 
remedy within your reach. Near by, 
there resides a physician of first class 
skill. Benevolent and kind, he asks no 
fee of poverty; able and willing to 
help, all that is required: is that you pnt 
your case into his hands :-but this is 
essentially necessary, he will and must 
be sought. 

You need not be wicked and profane 
to perish ; it is enough that you 
"Neglect the great salvation." Many 
walk on the clean swept side of the 
"broad road," but it leads none the less 
to destruction. As one says, "It is 
neglect that weaves the winding sheet 
of souh, and lays them in the grave of 
everlasting death. 

The words that stand at the head of 
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this paper also indicate : That a limit 
is fixed to the pei·iod d1irin,q which IIe 
may be sought. lt is this which gives 
such force to the Prophet's exhortation, 
"Seek ye the Lord while He may be 
found." Of this we have a solemn 
picture from the Saviour's hand. The 
" straight gate " has been long open, 
nor was ever a soul refused entrance ; 
the host of His elect, made wise unto 
salvation, have all passed one by one 
through it, up to the "manv mansions" 
in the "Father's house ; " and now, the 
door of mercy so long open, is closed, 
and many anxious to enter, crowd 
around the gate; but, to their dismay, 
over the portal is now written, "Many, 
I say unto you, shall seek to enter in 
and shall not be able." On which side 
of that closed door will my reader then 
be. Death is fast approaching with 
swift, though noiseless step ; even now 
" He shak«,s His dart, and threatens to 
make repentance vain ; " if thou wouldst 
not fall a prey to the devouring flame of 
wrath, "It is time to seek the Lord." 

The present dispensation may soon 
close. At any moment the bright rain
bow of grace made fade from off the 
dark cloud of judgment, and leave you 
exposed to the storm without a refuge. 
A.t any moment He, who sits upon a 
bright cloud as His throne, wearing a 
crown of gold, may thrust in His sickle 
and reap His harvest, bearing the 
golden sheaves into His garner amid 
the shouts of angelic joy, and leaving 
the vintage to be gathered by the angel 
of judgment, and trodden in the wine
press of wrath. If thou wouldst not 
be left when the redeemed and sanctified 
host shall be "taken away from the 
evil to come," " It is time to seek the 
Lord." 

Aged one, thy grey hairs testify that 
the fields are white already to harvest. 
Hast thou been " sowing to the flesh ; " 
if so, thou art ripening for the vintage, 
and " it is time for you to seek the 
Lord." It is long-suffering that bath 
spared thee to " the eleventh hour ; " 
and though it is now too late to live a 
w·e of consecration to Jesus, and secure 
that reward which He shall give to His 

faithful ones who "have borne the 
heat and burden of the day," in His 
millenium kingdom,-that place of dig
nity assigned only to those who have 
used their talents for His glory during 
His absence in the far country. It is 
not too late to be for~iven and saved, 
but it is surely "t1mo to seek the 
Lord." 

You have passed the days of your 
youth, and with them has disappeared 
the tenderness at that time evinced 
under earnest appeals. The world is 
ensnaring lou with its bewitching 
charms, an lusts are enslaving you 
with their cruel fetters; they are both 
already too strong for you, for your 
efforts to shake them off, though sincere, 
have been ineffectual; your resolutions 
have proved but like a rope of sand, and 
daily the fowler is strengthening his 
net. If thou wouldst not be a captive for 
ever, "It is time to seek the Lord." 

Perhaps my reader is in the morning 
of life ; if so, it is of all others the best 
"time to seek the Lord." Now, before 
thy sun has climbed to the hill-top, or 
the flowers have expanded to drink in 
the light and throw back their sweet
ness on the world around; now, while 
the sun can see himself re:8.ected in the 
myriads of dew-drops that sparkle like 
gems on the bosom of mother earth ; 
now, ere the birds have ceased to poru· 
forth their matins song, or a busy world 
commenced its noisy hum : in the still
ness of this early morn, how distinctly 
may you hear the admonition, "It is 
time to seek the Lord ? " If thou 
wouldst live a noble life, and leave thy 
name deeply cut in the generation to 
come ; if thou wouldst enjoy the sweets 
of this life, and have its luxuries pressed 
into thy cup ; if thou wouldst shine 
like a star with prominence and dis
tinction in Messiah's coming kingdom, 
or like the sun for ever and ever in the 
kingdom of the Father, "It is time to 
seek the Lord." Though young, it may 
be the present is the only time, for per
haps an early grave awaits thee. You 
may be walking to-day in a broad, 
smooth path, and flowers are blooming· 
beneath your feet ; the sun shines 
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brightly overhead ; the leafy trees 
interlace each other ; merry birds are 
singing sweetly, sheltered and concealed 
beneath the shining leaves : and death 
appears at a far distance. But do you 
not perceive how at every step tha 
pathway grows more narrow, the sun 
declines, and gloomy shadows hang over 
the distant dusky path; and look, where 
it terminates is a massive iron gate 
leading to a dark tunnel, at which 
stands the angel of wrath, with his 
flaming sword ; there on the right is a 
crystal gate, the brightness flashing 
through tells of the splendour within. 
At a given signal, as you approach, 
either door opens, and you are ushered 
down to the chambers of death, to 
depth ever deepening, to darkness 
darkening still; or up to the palace 

of the heavenly King, where dwelh 
eternal light, immortal life. " It is time 
to seek the Lord." 
"Mark how the ready hands of death 

prepare! 
His bow is bent, and he hath notched 

his dart; 
He aims, he levels at thy slumbering 

heart: 
The wound is posting; 0 be wise '. 

beware! 
·what, has the voice of danger lost the 

art 
To raise the spirit of neglected care? 
"\Veil, sleep thy fill, and take thy soft 

reposes; 
But know, withal, sweet tastes have 

oft sour closes ; 
And he repents in thorns that sleeps in 

roses. 

Stradbroke. 

JtIJs far ttt ltinisttr. 
ORIGINAL SKETCHES OF SERMONS. 

NO, XLVI,-ONE·WORD TBXTS, 

"Preaching."-! Cor. i 21. 

WITH public' praises and prayers we 
necessarily connect preaching. Preaching 
is publishing, proclaiming, or making 
known. The earliest instance we have 
in Scripture of technical preaching is in 
the case of Ezra and the Levites, where 
we have the pulpit, the preachers, and 
the religious topics, expounded to the 
people (:N"eh. viii. 4), and the prophets 
often delivered their subjects in the way 
of preaching, as in the case of Isaiah, who 
cried out, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters" (Iv. 1). John the 
Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 
of Judea (Mark i. 1-7). Jesus came 
preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, 
especially to the poor-He sent forth the 
twelve, and then the seventy to preach
He gave the great commission to preach 
to His apostles, and appointed the wide 
world as their sphere, and demanded that 
every creature should hear His Gospel 
(Mark xvi. 15). On this principle Peter 
stood up on the Day of Pentecost, and 

preached to the multitude, his subject 
being the death and resurrection of Jesus, 
and the remission of sins through Bis 
name. Philip preached to the Samaritans. 
Paul was the preacher to the Gentiles, 
and all the Apostles and Evangelists 
went forth everywhere preaching the 
Word. We remark then-

I. PREACHING IS Go»'s ORDIN=CE. 
It is His great ordinance. That by 
which the Gospel is to be made known and 
its blessings offered to mankind. It rests 
on His express authority, and is based on 
the clear example of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and on His solemn charge to His 
disciples. It is not the invention of man, 
or the device of ecclesiastics, but comes 
forth clothed with all the authority of 
God. 

II. PREACHING IS A NECESSARY OR
DINAJ\"CE. How can man know, and there
fore belie,e, without a preacher? The 
nations would still be engulfed in dark
ness, if preachers did not go forth and 
hold up the light of life. In preaching 
the saving truths of the Gospel are stated, 
illustrated, presented to the people, and 
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where this vision is not, the people perish 
for lack of knowledge. 

Ill. PREACHING IS A UNIVERSAL OR
DINANCE. It is for the whole world
taking in all nations, and people, and 
tongues, including the learned and the 
illiterate, the civilised and the barbarous, 
th2 Jew and the Greek. No country, 
however vast, nor nation howeyer sm~ll, 
no continent nor island, no city nor ham
let, is to be overlooked it is God's ordi
nance for all the world and for every 
creature. 

IV. PREACHING IS A. PERPETUAL OR
DINANCE. It is to be continued from age 
to age, eYen to the end of this dispensa
tion, until universal light and holiness 
shall bless the whole earth. It is thus 
adapted to every period, and can never be 
superseded, as it is God's own agency for 
exalting the SaY:iour and subduing men 
to His gracious authority. 

Y. PREACHING IS A SAVING ORDI· 
NANCE. It makes known the plan of sal
,ation ; it offers salvation ; it urges on 
mer,. sal,ation ; it conveys to those who 
hear the greatest conceivea.ble motives 
to accept it ; it is the direct agency in 
saving all who believe (see 1 Cor. i. 18 to 
the end, and also Romans iii. 12 ; 2 Cor. 
v. 18; Col.i.27). Thewholeof Actsisthe 
history of preaching and its results, and 
we see how it was God's saving agency 
in Jerusalem, Samaria, Philippi, Corinth, 
Eph,•sus, Athens, Antioch, and wherever 
the Gospel of Christ was preached, it was 
the power of God to salvation. 

VL PREACHING IS THE ORDINANCE IN 
WHWH THE WHOLE DEITY IS GLORIFIED. 
Preaching exalts and displays the eternal 

WH.A.T SICKNESS SHOULD TEACH 
us. 

SICKNESS should teach us what a vain 
thing the world is, what a vile thin~ 
sin is, what a poor thing man is, and 
what a p'l'eci.ous thing an interest in 
Christ is.-Mns. SAVAGE, 

love of the Father, who, foresaw, and 
who in His purposes- pitied and comp&e
sionated Hie apostate creatures. The 
amnesty the preacher proclaims, and tli.c 
reconciliation tendered, are of God. 

Preaching exalts the Son of God our 
Lord Je5us Christ in His wondrous 
grace in becoming our Surety, Mediator, 
Sacrifice, and Saviour. Preaching exalts· 
the Holy Spirit whose power is essentially· 
allied to the Gospel, and by which it· 
illumes, converts, and restores the sinner 
to God, and to holiness of heart and life. 
Thus God the Father, His Son Jesus, 
and the blessed Spirit, are glorified by 
the ordinance of preaching. If these· 
propositions are true, then preaching-

1. Must be sustained by the Church. 
The Church must seek, thrust out, and. 
train men for the work of the ministry; 

2. Preachingshould be highlyestimated 
by all Christians, as it is Divine, and'. 
sacred, and essential; how greatly it 
should be appreciated, and how prayer 
and supplication should be associated 
with it (2 Thess. iii. I). 

3. Preaching must be liberally sup
ported until all men have heard the 
Gospel. 

Men must not only.preach, but while 
so doing they must live. Men's necessary 
wants must be acknowledged, and 
liberally met. The ox must not be muz
zled that treadeth out the corn, '' So hath 
the Lord ordained that they who preach· 
the Gospel should. live of the, Gospel 
(I Cor. ix. 14). 

The subject must be further considei,ed· 
in succeeding sketches. 

CONVERTED WITHOUT SEEIN 
THE PREACHER. 

Dn. Bnocx, of London, tells us, a.a an 
encoura"'ement to aid in out-door preach
ing, that he has fre9.uen-tly got together 
over thirty people m the courts of St. 
Giles' to preach to them, and that on 
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one occasion a man was converted who 
had never seen his face, but had listened 
to his voice from behind a window. 

CROSS BEARING MADE LIGHT. 

WrrY cross bearing is altogether a 
lighter thing in the world since Christ 
carried the heaviest that was ever laid 
on human shoulders. The cup of sor
row is another thing since the Son of 
God came into the world and drank it. 
As one of our own body beautifully 
says, " When Christ took the cup of 
sorrow and held it to His lips, He left 
a fragrance that has ever since lingered 
round the brim, and that fragrance has 
alleviated its bitterness." - CHARLES 
VINCE. 

TENNANT'S DUMB SERMON. 

MR, TENNANT, an eminent minister of 
the Gospel in New England, once took 
great pains to prepare a sermon to con
vince, a noted infidel of the truth of 
Christianity. But in attempting to 
preach it he broke down, became con
fused, and was compelled abruptly to 
close the service with prayer. This 
unexpected failure in one who had so 
often astonished the unbeliever with the 
force of his eloquence, led the infidel 
to re:lleot that Mr. Tennant. had been at 

other times aided by a Divine power, 
and this thought led to his conversion. 
Thus God accomplished by silence what 
His _servant wished to effect by per
suasive oratory. Mr. Tennant used 
afterwards to say that his dumb sermon 
was one of the most profitable sermons 
he ever delivered. 

FOSTER DISMISSING SPECU-
LATION. 

IN all ages there have been men who 
have declared that they would not 
believe unless they could square what 
they were called upon to believe with 
human reason. Such men exist still; 
but they would do well to remember a 
remark of John Foster's. He was a 
man of profound intellect, yet on one 
occasion he said, " For a long time past 
I have fully felt the necessity of dis
missing subtle speculations and distinc
tions, and of yielding a humble, cordial 
assent to the mvsterious truth Just as 
and because the· Scriptures declare it 
without inquiring, How can these 
things be?" If John Fosr.er, after all 
his deep researches, spoke thus, it becomes 
those who make no claim to be intel
lectually his equal, to be modest and 
without curious enquiries, to take God 
at His Word.-H. W. 

'iltlts anb' jkctt~ts. 

MYRA'S SACRIFICE. 

" Irow will you spend it, Myra? 
You'll get that hat, won't you?" 

"Oh, I aint sure yet; there's so many 
things I'd like to have." Anri Myra 
Converse leaned back, gazing thought
fully into the glowing fire. 

"Well, I'm sure five dollars don't 
come every day, and you need a hat 
badly· enough, dear knows! I am going 
to get mine this very morning, and why 
not purchase them both together ? I 

saw euch lovely ones at Madame DuTal's, 
yesterday, and they will soon be taken," 
Lucy chattered, as she bustled about at 
her toilet. But Myra's brown eyes still 
were occupied, and she twirled the 
bank-note listlessly through her fingers. 

"There's something else I've been 
thinking about, Lucy," she said pre
sently; "and, if you won't feel vexed, 
I' 11 tell you. I do want a hat, and it 
would be so nice to have them new 
alike ;• but there's M'.·s. Brown.-she 
hasn't any kind of a wrapping fit for 



324 1'ALES Alm SKlll1'CHES, 

cold weather. Last week she came and 
asked me if I'd lend her my old grey 
shawl to wear to chapel once. I told 
her to keep it till after holidays, as 
perhaps she'd like to go again; and I 
just settled it that I'd make up a little 
private subscription, and get her some 
kind of warm garment against New 
Tear. But as now father has given me 
all this to spend as I please, I do believe 
I'd better do without the hat, and buy 
her a shawl, all myself. There! what 
do you think?" 

Lucy looked a queer mixture of cha
rity and selfishness. "I think," she 
said, sitting down, "you are very good 
to remember Mrs. Brown's wants; but 
don't ,ou believe the doctrine that 'he 
who neglects his own household is worse 
than a heathen ? ' " 

" Oh, well, my head is not much of a 
' household,' and besides, it is not i:ery 
badly neglected, if it were," Myra 
laughed. 

"But I must have my head-gear, 
and I won't enjoy it if you are not 
equally provided for," was the half
ponting reply. 

" Please, Lucy, don't let that mar 
your pleasure, for I want you to have 
the fullest enjoyment of your means, as 
I will have of mine." 

"It won't look very well on my part, 
if I don't help to buy your gift." 

"Never mind that,-nobody will ever 
know, and there is no use of both giving 
up. 1'11 go with you to town, and you 
must help me make my selection." 

A merry two miles drive, behind 
ringing bells, through the crisp Decem
ber air, an hour spent in pleasant dis
cussions over colours, shades, and prices, 
and the girls were again in the cozy 
sitting-room at home, and Lucy was 
holding up the dainty combination of 
velvet and plumes for her mother's 
inspection. 

"But where is yours, Myra?" she 
asked. 

"Oh, here it is," she answered mer
rily, as she shook out the folds of a 
large, comfortable-looking brown shawl. 

Mrs. Converse looked askance, and 
Lucy proceeded to explain, in a very 

complimentary manner, while Myra 
draped the article gracefully around her 
shoulders. 

"Your act is highly praiseworthy, 
my dear," her mother said, after Lucy's 
glowing remarks were ended, " and 
your gift will certainly be gratefully 
received. The Browns are really very 
poor, but it is mostly, if not altogether, 
his fault. He is not intemperate, neither 
is his character bad, but he simply lacks 
inclination to labour. I often think it 
is nearly!a crime to be poor in our 
country, where honest· employment and 
liberal wages may be had for the asking. 
However, your alacrity to provide for;the 
needy is a reproach to me, I confess ; for 
I have been hesitating for some time 
between my desire to be charitable and 
my fear of indulging idleness." 

" But you don't think Mrs. Brown is 
indolent, do you ?" 

"No, no; quite the contrary. While 
her health permitted,. she supported the 
family in much better style entirely by 
her own efforts. I am glad your present 
is exclusively for l!er." 

" I thought it would be best; I knew 
Mr. Brown was a lazy fellow," Myra 
replied, as she ran upstairs with her 
bundle. But she was only human, and 
as she stood alone before the mirror of 
their little room, and poised Lucy's taste
ful hat over her dark, wavy tresses, two 
or three hot tears tumbled unceremo
niously down her cheeks. 

"Fie, baby!" she exclaimed, and put 
away the ornament and sighs together. 

New Year's Sabbath dawned, clear 
and cold. Early in the morning a 
servant called and left the mysterious 
package at Brown's, and bore away 
blessings. 

" I admired you all the time, Myra ; 
but I do truly envy you now!" Lucy 
exclaimed, as she came in from chapel. 
(Myra had not gone). The first thing 
f saw, after service was over, was that 
shawl; and when Mrs. Brown had turned 
around and saw me, she just burst into 
tears and began thanking us all. I told 
her right there that nobody was to blame 
but you, so your secret is out. I wish 
I deserved a little of the credit." 
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The Biblical Museum; a Oollectio-n of 
Notes FJxplanatonJ, Homiletic and Il
lustrative on tlte Holy Scriptwres. By 
JAMES CoMPER GRAY. Vol. L Mat
thew and Mark. (Ellio~ Stock.) 

WE heartily hail tl:!e first volume of this 
most admirable work. We have re
peatedly expressed our high satisfaction 
during its progress in monthly parts. 
The volume now completed, of 376 pages, 
is closely printed with wide marginal 
notes, references, &c. It is also hand
somely and substantially bound, and 
therefore adapted for long continuous 
wear. Only by careful examination can 
the reader be aware of the elaborateness 
of the work. The illustrations, notes, 
anecdotes, emendations, and suggestions, 
must have involved an immense amount 
of Biblical reading and research, and we 
do not know of any one volume so 
adapted for thorough usefulness, to the 
elder scholar, the Sunday-school teacher, 
the theological student, and the lay 
preacher. It is a thorough treasure of 
.Bible knowledge, and varied aid to un
derstand Divine truth, and teach it 
others. We trust the work will be so 
universally adopted as to cheer the 
laborous editor and author, and induce 
him to complete the entire New Testa
ment Scriptures on the same plan. 

Kind Questions; or, Speaking the Truth ,jn 
Love. By Rev. A. M. STALKER, South
port. 

THESE six pamphlets exhibit both 
thorough Christian intelligence with the 
love and candour religious subjects 
should be always treated. The topics 
are-'' Are all Christians one in Christ !" 
"Why ought Baptism to be studied, and 
how?'' " Christian Baptism-what is it?" 
"Infant Baptism-whence came it?'' 
" What are its Fruits?" We hope they 
will be spread all over our denomination, 
and find their way among our Christian 
friends who differ from us on these sub
jects. We regret there is no London 
publisher, but they may be had of Mr. 
Slater, bookseller, Lord-street, South
port. 

The Years before the Batt~; a Record of 
some of the Characteristics and Ten
dencies of English Society, during !"" 
Middle of the 19th Century, embracing 
subjects Political, Social, and Rtligious. 
By A WAYSIDE OBSERVER. (Elliot 
Stock.) 

THIS long title explains the nature and 
design of the work, and when we say the 
price is only sixpence for forty-six closely 
printed pages, it will be obvious that 
persons interested in the topics discussed 
had better at once obtain the book and 
give it a careful and candid perusal. The 
views of the writer are told with great 
plainness and fidelity, and deserve the 
attention of all Christain workers and 
moral progressionists. 

The Paddington and Bayswater Directory 
for 1872. HUTCHINGS AND CROWSLEY, 
Henry-street, St. John's-wood. 

MINISTERS, secretaries, as well as busi
ness meu, and people in general, will find 
this Shilling Directory most useful. The 
Publishers have rendered great aid by 
previous publications of this kind for 
other districts, and persons who cannot 
purchase more expensive Directories will 
find this in every way sufficient for the 
populous districts of Bayswater and Pad
dington. We have e~'l:amined the ~orma
tion supplied in reference to parochial, re
ligious, and benevolent institutions, and 
find it most reliable and correct. 

A Christian Woman. (Elliot Stock.) 
A POEM of twenty-two small pages, ~on
taining much well-expressed and forcible 
truth. At the end is given a referen~e to 
the Scriptures illustrative of the subJect. 
The Golden Grain .A.lmanack and Chrig-

tian's Text Book for 1872, YAPP AND 
HAWKINS. 32mo. The same in sheet 
size. 

BOTH published at One Penny, well 
printed, and fille,d with good things. 

REVIEWS, PERIODICALS, &c. 
WE heartily commend to our readers 
The Gospel Watchman, The Clw.rclt 
Standard, The British Flag and Christian 
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Scriti11el, and The Ragged-school Union 
Ma17azi11e, Home Jl'ord.ssupplies the best 
pennyworth of good reading and excel
lent telling engraving we are acquainted 
with. Odr Oum Fire.side is not excelled 
by any monthly of that character, -and 
should be liberally supported by Evan
gelical Christians of all denominations. 
The engravings of this number alone are 
worth the cost -0f the whole, and some of 
the separate articles would not be dear 
at sixpence. The Lay Preacher for Oc
tober and No~ember (Osborne, 29, Far
ringdon-street.) This monthly is designed 
to help our lay ministers and others who 
occupy spheres of Bible-class teaching, 
exhortation, &c. It supphes clearly 
arra.nged sketches and plans of sermons, 
both original and selected. It also gives 
varied illustrations of Scripture subjects, 
anecdotes, &c., all tending to help those 
who cannot devote their whole time to 
preparation for pulpit work. The price 
is threepence for monthly numbers, so 
that for this small sum, our worthy lay 
helpers may get efficient aid. While 
it is non-sectarian, it is thoroughly evan
gelical, spiritual and practical, and makes 
Christ Jesus the grand theme of its min
istrations. .Ammal Report of Army 

ALCYONE. 
[It is supposed by astronomers that ~cyone, the 

principa.l eta.r in the group of the Ple1ades, now 
occupying the centre of gravity, is at presen~ !he 
sun &hove which the universe of stars, comprising 
our astral system, is revolving.] 

WITH pensive beauty and harmonious 
grace, 

The sparkles of God's ever moving feet, 
The myriad worlds march on their won

drous course, 
With ceaseless tread their solemn chant 

repeat; 
The shining jewels of God's spangled 

belt, 
Alcyone the centre of their race, 
Age af~er age her distant might they 

feel, 
And own the influence -0f her beauteous 

face. 

Scripture Readers and Soldiers' Friend So
ciety, fol' the year ending March, 1871. 
Replete with telling and satisfactory 
information. Biblical Museum for No
vember. One number more completes the 
first volume of this admirable work. 
Bye-paths of Baptist History, QY Rev. J. 
Jackson·Goadby, see our notice of volume 
last month. '1.'he Hive, thoroughly well 
sustained. 80 also that useful cheap 
halfpenny monthly, The Appeal. The 
Sword and Trowel. The editor's article 
on " Advanced. Thinkers" is most timely 
and effective. All the students and 
young men of our churches should lay it 
to heart. The Baptist.Magazine, able and 
substantial. The Gospet Magazine sup
plies rich ev.angelical articles, inter
mingled with papers spiritual ai:Jd experi
mental. The Christian Age, the new 
theological weekly, gives for a penny 
what is well worth a shilling .. We hope 
Mr. Dickenson will be encouraged in his 
·adventurous course. Old Jonathan, 
with a fulness of excellent articies, gives 
a really good portrait of an eminent 
philanthropist, C. Brook, Esq., J:P. Old 
Jonathan's sheet Almanack cannot be ex
celled. Think of fifteen excellent por• 
traits of our .royal imnily fo~ one penny_! 

Oh, could our eyes take jn:the ·glittering 
ho~t, 

The mighty sweep of constellations 
bright, 

As onward through the infinite they 
speed . . . 

Clothed in their silver robes of dazzling 
light; 

Behold them as unweafiedly they sweep, 
With radiant faces towards Alcyone; 
How clearly then their unity would 

shine, 
One central love which moves yet leaves 

them free! 

Oh, grand your march, ye everlasting 
stars! 

How vast the circle ye unfaltering 
tread! 
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How bllight .the source which throws its 
light on all, 

And, gilds with glory every shining 
head. 

Oh, to behold these jewels of our God ! 
To hear their song, each golden face to 

see! 
As through the eternal ages on they 

move, 
Thy shining zone, 0 sweet Alcyone ! 

Oh, what an eye ! Oh, what a throne is 
God's! 

How strong that hand which flung these 
worlds,abroa.d ! 

Gave t? Alc.yone he11 crown·of gems, 
And. still looks down. on all, their King 

and Lord; 
Sun upon, sun with myriads in their 

train-, 
For ever. circling round one point of 

light;; 

Oh, the~e grand, cohorts of the ethereal 
plarns, 

The awful rush of God'a eternal might! 

And yet there is a Sun before whose 
face 

Alcyone, thy beauty fades and dies • 
Before the glory of whose sta,:-clad 

brow, 
The universe itself in anguish flies • 
0 Jesus, Sun of heaven! before' Thy 

throne 
Each burning seraph ,eils his blushing 

face, 
While all the ransomed stars which round 

Thee shine, 
Reflect the beauty of Thy kingly grace. 

From " The Beauty of the Great 
King," by \V. PooLE BAI.FERN. 

!!tn.ominational Jnttlligtnct. 

1 CHANGES IN THE PASTORATE. 

.REV. D. WILLIAMS, through failing 
health, has resigned the pastorate of the 
church, Blakeney, Gloucestershire. 

Rev. H. H. Bourn, of Ipswich, has 
accepted an invitation to the pastorate 
of the church, Sudbury, Suffolk. 

Mu. Alexander Mac Dougall, late of 
Islay, N. B., has accepted an invitation 
to the pastorate of the church at Blair 
AtLole, Perthshire. · 

Rev. William Jones has resigned the 
pastorate of the Hackney-road chapel, 
having accepted the pastorate of the 
church at Shortlands, New Zealand. 

Rev. J. Hasler, of Downham Market, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate of the church at Andover. 

Rev. G. H. Malina, of Aston, Bir
mingham, has accepi',,d the invitation of 
the Marlborough-crescent church, New
castle-on-Tyne, to become their p.astor. 

Rev .. H. Wood, late of Longton, has 
accepted an invitation to the co-pasto
rate of the Barton churches, Leicester
shire. 

Rev. T. E. Skuse, of Regent's-park 
College, has succeeded the Rev. S . 
Thomas in the pastorate of Marlborouah
street chapel, Cork, as agent of the 
Baptist Home and Irish Missionary 
Society. 

Mr. W. H. Price, student of the Col
lege, Haverfordwest, has received an 
invitation to the pastorate of Tabernacle, 
Maesteg. 

Rev. S. B. Ree!t, E,enjobb, Radnar, 
after three years' pastorate, has, to the 
regret of his church a.nd congregation, 
tendered his resignation. 

Mr. Joseph Tansley, of the Metropo
litan College, has accepted the pastorate 
of the church, Melton Mowbray, Lei
cestershire. 

Rev. J. Billington has received and 
accepted an unanimous invitation to the. 
pastorate of the l'inner church. 

Rev. H. Dunn, of Pudsey, has accepted 
the unanimous invitation to the pasto
rate of the church, Milnsbridge. 

Rev. T. E. Cozens Cooke, of Regent's
park College, has accepted an inYitation 
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from the church at Burlington chapel, 
Ipswich. 

Rev. John Evans, \Velshpool, has ac
cepted an inYitation to the pastorate of 
the church at Kin~on, Herefordshire. 

RECOG Nl TIONS. 
The recognition of Rev. John A. Griffin, 

late of Little llford, as pastor of the 
church, Charles-street, Camberwell, took 
place on Wednesday the 25th October. At 
11ix o'clock a public meeting was held in 
the chapel, under the presidency of Rev. 
·w. Alderson. Rev. H. Capern read a 
portion of Scripture. Rev. G. Hearson 
m voked God's blessing on the engage
ments of the evening. Mr. John Hay
ward, one of the deacons, gave the usual 
account of the circumstances which had 
resulted in the choice by the church of 
Mr. Griffin as their pastor. The new 
pastor gave a detailed account of his con
version, call to the ministry, and doctrinal 
views. Rev. W. P. Tiddy offered the 
recognition prayer. The chairman, the 
Revs. R. R. Finch, J. Fleming Houstoun, 
W.R. Rowe, G. Hearson, J. Sears, and 
Mr. Clapp (a deacon;, took part in the 
proceedings. 

A public meeting took place at Red-hill, 
on Wednesday evening October 25, for the 
purpose of welcoming the new pastor, 
Rev. W. Usher (late of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle). The late pastor (Rev. J. 
Smith) occupied the chair. He was sup
ported by the minis'ter designate and 
Revs. W. P. Dothie, M.A., J. D. Dinnick, 
F. Cockerton, C. Henderson, A. South, 
and Wigstone. Mr. Hawley, the Rev. 
W. P. Dothie, Revs. D. Dinnick, Cock
erton, A. Smith, Henderson, and Wig
stone, and others addressed the meeting. 

Rev. G. H. Weatherley, of Regent's 
Park College, was ordained minister of 
the church at Victoria-street, Forton, 
Gosport, on Tuesday, 17th October. The 
usual questions were asked by Rev. C. H. 
Harcourt, which were replied to by the 
minister. Mr. Harcourt then offered the 
ordination prayer. The charge to the 
minister was given by Rev. W. G.Lewis. 
Rev. J. G. Gregson gave an address on 
Nonconformist Principles and the Con
stitution of a !Christian Church. In the 
evening a sermon was preached to the 
church and congregation by Rev. R. 
Ca.ven, B.A.. The Revs. W. H. Jellie, 
W. D. Thoma.s,H.E. Arkell, R.A.Davies, 

-Anderson,J.Neobard, T. W. Medhurst 
and J. Eames, took part in the services. ' 

The recognition services in connection 
with the settlement of Mr. H. Brigg, of 
Bury College, Lancashire, as pastor of 
the church, Millwood, near Todmorden, 
were held Sept. 29th. Rev. A. Picklzs, 
opened the afternoon service, after which 
~ev. J. Bamber, &eked the usual ques
tions. Rev. H. Dowson, president of 
Bury College, gave an address to the 
~hurch and co~gregation. A public meet
mg was hel~ lll the evenin~, the pastor, 
Rev. H. Bngg, _in the chair, when ad
dresses were delivered by the Revs. J. 
Bamber, W. Haigh, A Pickles, J. Rigby, 
W. Eddieon, J. Brown, and J, Vasey. 

A meeting was held at Penge Taber
nacle, Maple-road, on Tuesday, the 24th 
of Oct., on the occasion of the recognition 
of Rev. J. Collins (late of Southampton) 
119 pastor. After prayer was offered by 
Rev. •J. Booth, the pastor opened the 
meeting, briefly reviewing the circnm
~tances _ leading to ~he new relationship 
mto which he had 3ust entered with the 
church and congregation. He was fol
fowed by the Rev. G. Rogers, J. Halsey, 
Dr. Todd, J. T. Wigner, J. O. Fellowea, 
and A. Tessier, who all expreBSed their 
hearty good wishes for the success of the 
newly elected minister. 

On Monday evening, Oct. 30th, a meet
ing was held at Barnstaple in c.:>nnection 
with the recognition of Rov. T. R. 
Stevenson 11s pastor of the Baptist 
Church. In the evening the chair was 
taken by the senior Dissenting pastor of 
the town, Rev. R. A. Bertram (lndepen· 
dent). Mr. Councillor Hill!, the senior 
deacon, made a statement on behalf of 
the church, and was followed by the 
pastor ; the recognition prayer was 
offered by Rev. J. P. Williams. After 
which, speeches. were delivered by the 
chairman and the Revs. J. Bosworth, 
M.A. , J. Dixon, E. Ed wards, B. Browne, 
and W. ,T. Whitmarsh, J. Philp, F. F. 
Metcalf, and J. Avery. Ren. C. Cut
cliffe and J. Glover took part in the 
servioe. 

PRESENTATIONS •. 

ON Wedne;day evening, October 25th, 
a deputation waited upon the Rev. T. G. 
Rose, of Long Buckby, to present him 
with a hands0me purse containing fifty 
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guineas; with n. letter expressing gTeat 
regret at his being 6ompelled to leave 
them. 

LIVERPOOL. - On Monday evening, 
October 30th, at the Bethel Beaufort. 
street, a purse of gold was presented to 
Mr. Williams, by Miss Thomas, daughter 
of Rev. Willia,pi Thomas, Hull-lane, on 
which occasion addresses were delivered 
by the following friends: Revs. Wm. 
Thoruas, J. Davies, D. Thomas, J. 
Nicholls, Mr. H. Williams, Mr. W. 
Jones, Mr. E. Summers. Mr. Evans re
cited pieces of poetry on the occasion. 
Mr. Williams carries with him the good 
wishes of a large cfrcle of friends, who 
sincerely pray that he will be very useful 
in his new sphere. 

NEW CHAPELS. 
THE memorial stone of the new chapel 
and schools, Ely-place, Wisbech, was laid 
on Tuesday, October 24, by R. Wherry, 
Esq., J.P., mayor of Wisbech, one of the 
deacons of the church. Portions of 
Scripture were read by Rev. T. ,Watts. 
A short sketch of the history of the 
church was read by the pastor, Rev. W. 
E. Winks, in which was given an interest
ing ;aceount of the formation of the 
church, July, 1655; an address was de
livered by the Rev. J. Clifford, M.A., on 
"Our Place and Work as Non conformists 
and Baptists." Rev. J. C. Pike, offered 
prayer. At the close of the proceedings 
:£52 were laid upon the stone. In the 
evening a meeting was held. C. Roberts, 
Esq., occupied the chair. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. W. Jarrow, 
T. Watts, J. C. Pike, J. Clifford, H. B. 
Robinson, J. Smith, F. Hewitt, J. 
Cockett, and the pastor and deacons of 
the church. The collections of the day 

· amounted to about :£90. 
The foundation stone of Devonport

street Chapel, Commercial-road, was laid 
Oct. 31st, the service being opened by 
the pastor, Rev. G. Jennings. ltev. R. 
H. Roberts, B.A., read the Scriptures. 
after which Rev. J. Bowery engaged in 
prayer. Mr. _Jenning~ then r_ead a decla
ration of fru.th, which, with a copy 
of the Scriptures, coin of the realm, &c., 
was deposited in a bottle and inserted in 
the stone. William Knight, Esq., then 
proceeded to lay the stone, the pastor 
handing him a silver trowel, purchased 

the members of the congregation. 

.l:tev. S. Manning, LL. D., spoke, and Rev. 
John Edwards then addressed the meet
ing. A public meeting was afterwards 
held, A. T. Bowser, Esq., in the chair. 
when Mr. Jennings gave a statement of 
accounts, from which it appearerl that 
the ground was paid for several years 
ago, and towards the present erection 
about £360 has been paid, and upwards 
of £300 promised, to which may be 
added t~e proceeds of the day's se:vice, 
amountmg to £101 2s. 6d., makm" a 
total of £.761 2s. 6d. The cost of the ;;ew 
building, with gallery, will be abo,1t 
£1,'250. 

NoITrN&HAM.-The friends in connec
tion with the Derby-road Chapel, have, 
for some years past, been carrying on a 
work amongst the poor at Radford in a. 
district known as "Bottom-buildings," 
and last week a commodious room was 
opened in Independent-street. It has an 
appropriate front and a plain unpretend
ing interior capable of seating a.Lout 200 
people. Rev. H. ;\,L Foot, pastor rf 
Derby-road Chapel, took the chair. ~lr. 
Wheeler presented a statement of ac
counts, which showed the building was 
paid for, and that a small balance was in 
hand to be carried towards the account 
for furnishing. Mr. .A.Id. Vickers and 
several other gentlemen spoke. 

At Halwill, West Devon, the new 
chapel was opened on Tuesday, Septem
ber 26. A sermon was preached lby the
Rev. J. Aldis. A meeting was held in 
the evening, at which Peter Adams, Esq., 
presided. Addresses were delivered liy 
Revs. J. Aldis, W. Bray, T. Hanger, J. 
Palmer, and W. ;Fry, the new pastor. 
The services were continued by sermons. 
on October 1st, by Rev. J_ Meadows, and 
on October 8th by Rev. J. Thorne. The 
attendances were overflowing. The total 
amount collected was £50. The cost, 
besides labour given, has amounted to 
£300, about half of which has been 
raised, leaving a debt of £150, inclusive
of a loan of £125 voted from the Build
ing Fund of the Devon Baptist Associa
tion. The chapel is a neat and pleasing 
structure. 

The friends at Inskip have just openeJ 
their branch chapel at Great Eccleston. 
The style is Gothic, and for strength, 
beauty, and cheapness, cannot be sur
passed. It will seat about 180 persons, 
and the entire cost, including the price oi 



3130 DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE, 

land and extras, is £330, the whole of 
which was cleared off at the opening 
services on Thursday, the 19th, and Sun
day, the 22nd. The following ministers 
were the preachers :-Revs. T. W. 
Handford, R. Evans, W. H. M'Mechan, 
and ,T. Armitage, J. Hamilton, Esq., pre
sided at the evening meeting, and 
speeches were delivered by the following 
ministers :-Revs. W. H. M'Mechan, S. 
Gladstone, R. Evans, T. W. Handford, 
VI'. J. Stewart, J. Armitage, T. R. Davis, 
G. Catterall, E. Brown, pastor, and 
others. 

DALSTON.-On Tuesday, October 31st, 
the New Church at Dalston Junction 
was opened. The morning sermon was 
preached by Rev. Dr. Culross, of High
bury. At half-past two a large number 
of mii;isters and other friends sat down 
to a handsome collation, when speeches 
were delivered by the Revs. Jesse Hob
son, J. T. Wigner, J. Johnson, T. V. 
Tymms, S. Bird, and Alfred A. Bird, also 
by the chairman, S. R. Pattison, Esq., 
and several other gentlemen. At six 
o'clock about 500 persons partook of tea 
in the schoolroom, after which the Rev. 
W. G. Lewis preached. The collections 
during the day realised £130. On Sun
day November 5th, sermons were 
pre~ched by the Rev. Dr. Angns in the 
morning, and the Rev. A. A. Bird, the 
minister, in the evening. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

SoUTHSEA--A social tea meeting was 
held at Ebenezer Chapel, Southsea, on 
Wednesday evening, November 8th. At 
the public meeting, Rev. J. Eames, the 
pastor, presided. The chapel was quite 
full Fraternal and congratulatory ad
dresses were delivered by Revs. H. 
Kitching, T. W. Medhurst, J. Eyres, W. 
Griggs, and Mr. E. Levett. 

The autumnal meetings of the Yark
shire Association of Churches were held 
at Malton, on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
October 17th and 18th. A preparatory 
service was held on Sunday evening, 
when a sermon was preached by Rev, J. 
Chadwick. On Tuesday a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. J. Parkes. On 
Wednesday morning a prayer-meeting 
was held. In the afternoon a public 
conference was held. The Rev, W. C. 
Upton, President of the Association, 

opened the subject, "What hinders the 
greater success of our denomination in 
agricultural districts?" Revs. J. Baxan
dall, J, Parkes, J, Barker, J, Chadwick, 
and other friends, took part in the dis
cussion, In the evening a meeting was 
held in the chapel. The chairman de
livered an address, in which he took .a 
rapid glance at the position of the church 
and her work. He was followed by the 
Rev. J, Parkes, who spoke on "The con
ditions of the Church's prosperity; Rev. 
J, Barker, on "The way to do home 
mission work;" and Rev. J. Baxandall, 
on "The claims of Jesus." The following 
resolution was passed at the close of the 
afternoon conference :-'' That this meet
ing desires the president to la.y before the 
annual assembly of the Association the 
extreme need of the churches in these 
agricultural districts of the sympathy and 
support of the larger churches in the 
Association." 

BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE - TErLEY 
STREET BAPTIST BAZAAR.-The ba.za.a.r 
for the reduction of the debt of £2,150 
on Tetley-street schools has realised over 
£500. The Tetley-street people a.re 
delighted with the result. Mrs. Coun
cillor Robertshaw, besides presiding over 
one of the stalls, nobly contributed £21 ; 
Mrs. B. Priestly spent over £20 a.t the 
various stalls ; and the following dona
tions were received :-Lady Salt, £10; 
Mrs. H. Brown, £5 ; Mr. H. W. Ripley, 
:£20 ; Mr. G. Hodgson, :£11; a.nd Mr. 
H. Illingworth, £5. The promoters of 
the bazaar beg to present hearty thanks 
to their respected patrons, to the contri
butors of goods, to those who have given 
their services at the bazaar, and to the 
many kind purchasers. Though the 
bazaar has been a success, the friends 
have as many goods left as they have 
sold ; and hence they contemplate hold
ing another bazaar in their own school at 
no distant date. 

ST. JOHN'S HILL CHURCH, SHR.l!:'VI s
BURY,-The anniversary hasjnst been 
celebrated. The sermons were preached 
by Mr. J. B. Warren, of Bridgenorth. 
The collections were considerably in 
advance of last year. On the following 
Tuesday the anniversary tea.:meetiug was 
held in the Working Men's Hall, when 
between fonr and five hundred friends 
assembled-the trays being given. After 
tea the pastor, Rev, J, Manning, delivered 
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· o. leoture on '' The Best Thing in the Best 
Place, for the Best Purpose," the chair 
.being taken by Mr. Councillor Healing, 
,one of the deacons, who has sinc,e " fallen 
asleep." At the close of the lecture ~n 
address wa.s given by J. B. Warren on 
"Studying to be Quiet, and Minding 
Your Own Business." Other mini.eters 
were present .and took part in the pro
ceedings. In all the friends hope to 
clein- about :£20. Mr. Manning com
menced his labours in this place in Feb
ruary last, and since that time fifteen 
have been added to the church. A 
mission has also been opened in a needy 
part of the town, with every prospect of 
success. 

LONDON I PRAED·STREET. -Anniversary 
sermons were preached on October 15th, 
morning.and evenmg, by the pastor, and 
in the afternoon by Mr.!H. Varley. At the 
publicmeetingonthe 16th, addresses were 
given bythe Revs. J. Harcourt,J. G. Pike, 
W. Stott, J. 0. Fellowes, and others. 
Mr. Clifford presented his thirteenth.an 
nual report from whieh the following are 
taken :-Sixty-eight have been added to 
the church during the year. The receipts: 
Uhurch funds, £387 7s. ; Sunday schools 
(Praed-streetandHall-park).£80 18s. ld.; 
Society for Ministering to the Poor, :£71 ; 
Church Poor Fund, £71 2s. 2d. ; Tem
perance Society, £14 2s. 3d. ; Dorcas 
Society, £10 6s. 8d. ; Mutual Improve
ment Society, £13 ls. 3d. ; Centenary 
Fund,£3116s.; ChilwellCollege,£1516s.; 
Foreign Missions, :£74 6s. 6d.; Bible 
Classes, :£2 4s. ; London Baptist Associa
tion, £22 15s.; New Chapel Fund (in
clusive of interest), £569. Total, £1,363 
14s. lld. It was stated that the West
boiirne-park freehold site, costing £2,560, 
was paid for, and that about £200 were 
in hand for the new chapel. 

On November 9th the annual meeting 
of old scholars and former teachers of 
W estbourne-groveChapelSunday-schools, 
Bayswater, was held, and about 400 sat 
down to tea. In the absence of the Rev. 
W. G. Lewis through indisposition, the 
chair· was taken by Mr. Rabbeth, the 
oldest teacher in connection with the 
school. 

CIIURCII-STREET, EDGEWARE-R0AD.
Anniversary sermons were preached Oc
tober 29th, by the pastor, Dr. Burns; and 
on Tuesday evening the 31st, the Annual 
Social Meeting was held, when ex.cellent 
addresses were given by Revs. \V. A. 

Blake of Brentford,.J ames ff.Blake of Bow, 
and E. Davies of Caledonian-road. The 
spirit of the services had the genuine 
ring, and the collections were unusually 
liberal 

BOSTON SALEM CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY. 
-Sermons were preached on Sunday, 
October Z9th, by the Rev. G. B. Bowler. 
The annual tea held on the following day 
was attended by three hundred persons. 
After tea, the public meeting was pre
sided over by the pastor, the Rev. J. K. 
Chappelle, when addresses were given by 
various ministers ; and the Rev J. H. 
Atkinson delivered.his lecture on' 'Rome, 
Past and Present." During the evenin" 
choice pieces were sung by the chou'.'. 
Mrs. Hunt presiding at the harmonium. 

BAPTISMS. 
Barnslev.-.Nov. 12, Fi,e, by the Pastor, H. 

Wo.tte. 
BarrOU1.-}fov. 13, Eight, by Thomas Lardner, 

of Alnce.sler. 
Boston, Salem Chapel.-Oct. 26, Three, by J. K. 

Chappelle. 
Bessels Green. Sevenoaks, Kent.-July 23, Six; 

Sept. 24, Five, by the Pastor, \V. a Tredray. No 
baptisms have taken place in the chapel since 
Jo.ne 1862 until the present. 

Caerleon, Mon.-Nov . .5. Three; Nov. 12, Twelve, 
hy the Bev. D. Bevan Jones, pa.star. 

East Cosham, Ha.nts.-Oct. 31, Six, by Mr. Warn. 
The first baptism in the new chapeL s.nd in the 
village. 

Great Grimsby, Upper Bnrgess-street.-Sept. 24, 
Three; Oct. 8, One, by E. Lauderda.le. 

.Lewes, Suss,.x, Eastgate cha.pel.-Oct 18, Two, by 
the Po.star, W. MilL 

LliS1Jane, Cardi.ff.-Oct. 29, One, by D. F. Ellis. 
Metropolitan District-
Metropolitan Tabernacle.-Oct. 26, Twenty; Nov. 

2, Eighteen, by Rev. J. A. Spurgeon. 
Penniel Tabernac'e, Chalk Fa.rm Road.-Nov. 23, 

Five, by W. A. Blake of Brentforcl 
Streatham.-March 2S, Four; June 29, Eight: 

Nov. 2, Three, by W. Coombes. 
JJrentford.-Nov, 1, Eight. at Park Chapel for 

the church at the Town Hall, by Rev. A. Fergus
son, the Pastor Mr. Smith being unwell 

Newton Abbot, Devon, East-street Cha.pel.-Oct. 
29, One; Nov. 2, Two, by W. Corden Jones. 

Pontypool, Zion Cha.pel.-J uly 30, Two; Nov .. }, 
Four, by Rev. D. Davies, pastor. 

P&rtsm"1lth, Le.ndport, Lake-road.-}l'ov. 1, Four, 
by T. W. Medhurst. 

Stmuei'ck, Northa.mptonshire.-Oct. 25, One, by 
T. J. Bristow, 

Thurley, Beds.-Oct. 26, Two, by G. Ch=dler. 
Tuorkay Rhondda Valley, GJa.morga.nshire.-_\. t 

the English Baptist Ch11,pel, Sept. 17, Three; Oct. 
15, Two; Nov. 12, Ten, by Rev. Daniel Davie:-;, 
pastor 

Wainsgate, Yorkshire.-Nov. 5, One, by tb.t• 
Rev. J. Bamber, pastor. 

WtndOt!et", Bucks.-Nov. 21 Four. by J. Sage. 
lVor.slead, NorfC'lk.- Xov. 5, Two, by W. TI. 

P•yno, 
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RECENT DEATHS. 
AT Mortlake, Surrey, 21st October, in 

the 73rd year of his age, in the hope of 
the Gospel of Jesus, Mr. JAMES GAMBLE. 
The deceased had been for more than fifty 
years engaged in the tuition of the young, 
and for twenty years master of the British 
school in that place. His remains were 
interred on Oct. 28, in the ancient burial 
ground in the rear of the schools where he 
had 110 long laboured, He was a member 
of the church at Sheen Vale. His remains 
were committed to the grave by Rev. W. 
A. Blake, of Brentford, who delivered an 
address to a numerous assembly who 
ea.me to testify their respect for his 
memory. 

·with o.eep sorrow of heart we record 
the death of our beloved brother, the 
Rev. Thomas Morris, for nearly twenty 
years the much esteemed pastor of the 
Baptist Church at Whitchurch, Hants, 

and senior secretary of the Southern 
Association of Baptist churches. Be 
foll asleep in Jesus on Lord's Day, 
No\•, 5, aged 68 years. All who knew 
him mourn his loss. Our loss is his 
eternal gain. He has gone to be with 
the Jesus he loved to preach.-T. W. 
MEDIIURST. 

Died in the faith and hope of the 
Gospel at Newington, Surrey, Nov. 4th, 
Rev. J. PEARCE, Our departed brother 
was for many years a member of the 
church in New Park-street, now meeting 
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. He was 
successively pastor of the church at 
Lessness • heath, Kent, and Malden, 
Surrey. He was much respected by all 
who knew him. His remains were in
terred at the Norwood Cemetery en 
Nov. 10. His long attached friend, Rev. 
W. A. Blake, Editor of the Baptist 
Me-ssenger, conducted the service. 

PASTORS' COLLEGE, METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 
PRESIDENT-C. H. SPURGEON, 

Statement of Receipts from October 20th, to November 13th, 1871. 

Two Bllshels of Corn, 
per Mr. Bate 

Mr. W. Tucker ... 
Mr. F. T. Tucker 
Mr. W. A. Long ... 
Isaiah xiii. 16. 
::0,. ... ... .. . 
Mr. Greer .. . 
Helensburgh 
Mr. J.P. Tulloch 
A!Thankoffering, Mr. 

Cockrell ... 
Mr. J. Hosie 
Mr. Macdonald .. . .. . 
c.c ............ . 
Per Editor Christian, 

World 
Miss Burls ........ . 

£ s. d. 

l O 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
5 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 4 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

3 0 0 
0 7 6 
1 0 0 
0 1 0 

0 10 0 
5 0 0 

Mr. A. Ashworth 
Mr.Fem .... .. 
Mr. Sievwright ... ... 
Miss Pringle, per Rev. 

W. C. Bunning 
J.L. 
Mr. H. G. Fisher 
Miss F. B. Hall .. . 
Rev. S. Bridge .. . 
E.A.M. 
Mr. and Mrs. Silverton 
Mr. and .Mrs. Conder 
Miss Miller ... 
Mr. H. B. Frearson .. . 
Mr. C. W. Pidduck .. . 
Mrs. Ha.rris... ... . .. 
Mr. Fern 
Melbourne, Australia. 

£ s. d. 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
0 7 6 

0 0 
1 0 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 
3 3 0 
0 10 0-
5 0 0 
0 2 9 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
1 0 0 

Miss Jones ... ..... . 
Mr. Dransfleld ... .. . 
Rev. C. Welton ..... . 
Collection at North 

Shields, per Rev, T. 
Pipe ........... . 

Collection at Corn wall 
Road Sunday School 
Brixton ........ . 

Weekly Offerings at 
Metropolitan Ta
bernacle, Oct. 22 

,. 29 
Npv. 5 

12 

£ •. d. 
1 0 0 
2 2 0 
0 6 0 

1 Z 6 

1 10 ,; 

38 1 ti 
39 3 11 
34 1 ., 
25 14 6 

£1i9 17 1 

Subscriptions will be thankfully received by C. H. Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle. 

TO OUR READERS. 
TVe are making special arrangements to make the MEssENGERfor the ensuing 

Year acceptable rv all. Amongst tltc Contributors will be the Rev . 
.J. P. Baljern and Rev. C. Graham .. The former intends writing a series of 
Papers on the " GREAT LIFE ;" the latter some interesting Articles on 
CHRISTIAN LIFE. A Tale, founded on fact, "THE EMIGRANTS," will also 
appear. Will our friends kindly recommend the MESSENGER in their several 
circles.-TIIE EDITOR. 
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