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A MOTTO FOR THE NEW YEAR. 

• "Go Forward.'' (Exodus xiv. 15) 

TIME is always advancing; the hour glass, the day, the week, the year 
all go forward. And do they, beloved, leave us behind? no, we advance 
with as much speed as the vessel which bears us along. You are not 
therefore to consider us in pressing this command upon your attention, as 
exhorting you to go forward with time, but how to go forward, and in 
what way to advance. Receive then, dear Christian Reader and fellow 
traveller in the way to the kingdom, the following admonitions for your 
march. 

1 '' Go forward" with humbleness of mind, not strutting into the 
new year, as if you had been acting wisely, worthily, and meritoriously, 
throughout the year that is past ; but "clothed with humility" and "walking 
humbly with your Gud." If you are conscious of your unworthiness, if 
you reflect not only on the sins of your un-regeneracy, but your sins 
since you have "known God, or rather, have been known of him" not 
only upon your week day, but your Sabbath day sins ; if you reflect upon 
the sins even of your holy things, can you help exclaiming with Job, 
"Behold, I am vile, what shall I answer thee," or with Jeremiah, "It is 
of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions 
fail not." 

2. "Go forward" with gratitude in the remembrance of his mercies. 
Have they not been new every morning? Has not :the Lord 
been daily loading you with bis benefits? How many of your fellow
creatures have "gone down to the grave and seen corruption," who has 
holden "your souls in life?" who has "preserved you in your going out, 
and in your coming in ?" who has filled the tabernacles of your house 
with joy and comfort? 

His gospel throughout the long year, 
From Sabbath to Sabbath we have ; 

And when in his courts we appear, 
He shows himself mighty to save. 

What enjoyment have we had in his ordinances? and who, but the 
Almighty Spirit" has helped our infirmities?" whose joy h 
strength? whose arm has been our support? 

B. 
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3. '' Go forward'' under a sense of pi·esent aid in opposition to 
cnmpla.ining.~ and murmui·ings. Admitting that the New Year has found 
you in the wilderness, yet, like the Israelites of old, have you not" found 
grace in the wilderness," and cannot you distinguish between your desert 
and your supplies? Need you to be told that though in the wilderness 
you are not alone there-that you have" the fiery cloudy pillar" to guide 
YOU there-that you have had water from the rock to follow and to refresh 
~-ou there-that" you have had manna from the clouds to feed and sustain 
you there - that you have the mercy-seat, and God holding communion 
with you from off that mercy-seat and always ready to hear and to 
answer prayer ? 

4. "Go forward" also with a firm confidence as to what may befall 
you in the future. Reflection is enough to ,mcourage you here; surely 
we may all say,-

"His Joye in times past forbids me to think, 
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink; 
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review, 
Confirms his good pleasure to help me quite through." 

How much more do l1is promises meet all your circumstances, and provide 
for all your contingencies. It is true you " know not what a day may 
bring forth," but you know who hab said, "I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee." You will have wants continually needing being relieved, 
but he will supply them "from his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 
You will have your various duties to perform, but his '' strength shall be 
made perfect in your weakness." 

"Trials must and will befal," but if the road be rough and your feet 
tender, "Your shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall 
thy .strength be." You may look for continued conflicts with enemies, 
but ·, Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel, I will help thee 
saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel. Thou shalt 
thresh the mountains and beat them small, and make the hills as chaff." 
"Yea in all thestJ things we shall be more than conquerors through him 
who loved us." 

5. "Go forward" with earnest and constant prayer. "If any of you 
lack "·isdom let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally and up
braideth not, and it shall be given him." If you neglect prayer, you 
are open to every kind of danger, whereas, if you abound in this, your 
soul shall prosper and shall be in health ; for he bath said, " Their hearts 
shall live that seek God." May you ever be disposed to say with t_he Psalm
ist "I will go in the strength of the Lord God, I will make mention of thy 
rigateousness even of thine only," and to be coming daily to "the throne 
of grace to obtain mercy and grace, to help in every time of need." 

Lastly. "Lio forward" with freq_uent thoughts of your journey's end: 
for it will have an end and you are brought one year nearer to it. "It 
is high time to awake out of sleep, for now is your salvation nearer than 
when you believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand : let 
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us, therefore, caRt off the workR of darkness, and let us put on the armonr 
of light." Jeremiah said, "Hananiah this year thou shalt rlie," and so 
it was. We are not authorized to say to our readers, this year 
thou shalt die; but we are authorised to say, Oh! Christian. CHRISTIAN, 
you may die this year. What I-may you go home this year? What!
may you leave the winds and the waveR you now contend with and enter 
the desired haven? What I-may- you, this year, get rid of the burden 
of the flesh and "the body of this death." May you be freed from all 
your corruptions, from all your sins and infirmities, and have no more 
darkness in your mind-no more rebellion in your will-no more sen-
11nality in your affections r What I-may you this year get rid of a 
wicked world without, and a wicked heart within? May you this year 
see Him, '' whom, having not seen, you love; whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet, believing, you rejoice, with joy unspeakable and full o{ 
glory?" 

Ah, Christian, die when;ou may, you will be introduced to "Him 
whom your souls love," an will" see him as he is," you will be for ever 
with him, with him "who loved you and gave himself for you, for an 
offering and sacrifice to God, of a sweet smelling savour;" with him who 
is now your "Advocate with the .Father," "having obtained eternal 
redemption" for you. 

And Oh! Sinner, SINNER, is this the "case with you? and may you die 
this year? Are you prepared to meet the King of Terrors? Are you 
prepared to pass through the valley of the shadow of death? Are you 
prepared to enter a world in which, as you have no hope, so after which 
you can have no desire? Are you prepared to ''stand before the jndgment 
seat of Christ, to give an account of the deeds done in the body, whether 
they be good, or whether they be evil." 

SPIRITUAL RESTORATIONS. 
BY THE REV, C. H. SPURGEON, MINISTER OF NEW PARK STREET CHAPEL. 

"And I will restore the years that the locust bath eaten." Joel, ii, 24, 
How oft did Israel sin and how various were the means used for their 

correction and recovery. The enemy invaded their land, pestilence 
thinned_ the~r population, famine vexed them even unto death. Captivity 
was their bitter doom, or extortion by tribute their continual burden. 
Here we see the Lord using his great army of insects to trouble them; 
small in body but mighty in their numbers were these warriors of 
God. None could withstand them, in vain either the sword or the fire, 
the winged legions laughed to scorn every effort to destroy them, and 
useless the rampart, they scaled it in an instant ; no place was secure 
from their attack, no green thing escaped their rapacity. How terrible 
the devastation which they caused I "Before them was an Eden" but 
their :narch over it reduced it to a desert; as the fir6 devoureth the prairie, 
BO did these insect bands destroy the fruits of the vineyard and the field. 
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In the majestic imagery of the prophet, the destruction was so awful that 
the earth is said to "quake before them, tl1e heavens tremble, the sun 
and the moon were dark, and th<i stars withdrew their shining." Behold 
v.·hat the Lord doth against a sinful generation I 

Now the Prophet exhorteth them to humble themselves before God. 
He bids them make an universal fast, " Assemble the elders, gather the 
children, and thbse that suck the breasts; let the bridegroom go forth 
out of his ch:imber, and the bride out of her closet; let the priests, the 
ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
say. 'Spare thy people, 0 Lord."' 

Then, when they repent, "the Lord shall turn from his fierce anger," 
he shall disband his insect army, he shall again send them corn and wine, 
and so full shall be the barns with wheat, so overflowing the vats with 
,vine aud oil, that by God's goodne5s "the years which the locust has 
eaten" shall be restored. Behold God's grace unto his people of old, and 
let us look for a parallel in these later days. 

I. Regard attentively the universal church of Christ. Has she not 
had years which the locust bath eaten? See her when the demon of 
persecution hath made havoc in her midst. Her bishops and her con
fessors have been killed all the day long, and her saints counted as sheep 
for the slaughter. But has she been overthrown, has the enemy utterly 
made an end of her? Nay! Her God has give~ her increase in the 
hour of her sore travail, and has well restored years which the locust 
had eaten. 

At other times heresy has done her immense mischief. Some doctrinal 
error bas blighted her green pastures and turned her fruitful fields into 
barre,nness, and her pleasant places have been laid waRte. A well glossed 
Eystem of error has been rampant, and truth has hidden its head. . The 
faithful ceased from among men, or when found they were as "the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness." At the melancholy prospect the 
believer might have taken up the wail of Jeremiah, " 0 that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my people." But there were a few 
faithful and devoted men who had not defiled their garments, these wept 
and made supplication and lo ! the breaches were healed, the error was 
uprooted, and truth again triumphed, and so mighty was the influence of 
divine grace that those years devoured by the locust were restored in the 
superabundant joy of the light of God's countenance. . 

Sometimes the opposition of the world impedes the progress of the 
gospel, and thus the locust seems to devour the ~x~ected harvest. At the 
present time, although the Lord bas honored m1ss10ns,. yet we are apt to 
be discouraged at the smallness of our success. Bel doth not bow down, 
nor doth Neho stoop. False systems do not fall. Idols are not universally 
cast to the moles and the bats. We are far from depreciating th'e real 
success achieved already in Missionary work, but we say to those who 
are disappointed-Suppose the worst, granted that these years are unpro
fitable, let us labor still, let us even increase our efforts, let us cast more 
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bread upon the waterR for we shall find it in that day when the year 
which the locust bath eaten are restored. Christ will soon say to hiR 
church, "Oh, my beloved, thou hast laboured for me, and thou hast 
honoured me by continuing thine efforts amid discouragements. Now I 
will bless thee, now will I give thee thy reward; lo they come unto thee 
~s doves to their windows; lo throngs ascend the hill of Zion, kings are 
thy nursing fathers and queens are thy nursing mothers. Rejoice and be 

· glad, for thy work is rewarded, and the seed long buried in the dust doth 
yield thee plenteous sheaves." 

Tb.us it is with the Church universal. 
II. Now let us look at any particular Church of the Redeemer. I sup

pose there is not a chtlrch of Christ under the heavens which haR not 
had its times of darkness and barrenness. It may be, reader, that in 
your own church the locust is busy, 

Is the·iocust in the pulpit? Do you hear t-eaching which is not according 
to sound dRctrine, are hungry souls pining for lack of the bread of life, 
.are you numbers dirniniehed? Mourn, then, and grieve in spirit, let not 
your eyes be dry, forbid the voice of mirth, and weep for the desolation of 
Zion. Then may you hope that her walls shall again be builded and her 
glory recovered 

Is the locust in the pew? Is it in the church? Alas, too many churches 
.are rent by contention, strife hath ent1,red; '' the root of bitterness 
springeth up and thereby many are defiled." The spirituality of others 
has been greatly injured by the locust of pride The rich members 
standing alooHrom the poor, as if they were not all equal in the house 
of God. Perhaps the " cankerworm,' of worldliness and covetousness, 
is too much abroad, or the crawling " caterpillar" of indifference is 
creeping over the church. Oh, these are sad times, but there is hope. 

' If there be a chosen few, "a remnant according the election of grace," 
who sigh for the wanderings of Ephraim, our covenant God will hear 
their groaning and will come down and visit hi;; fallen people. Have we 
not seen a poor destitute church raised from the dunghill and made like a 
prince in Israel? 

Church members, here is a word for you, when you behold the barren
ness of the land, do not murmur but pray, do n~t be discontented but be 
earnest in prayer. It may be that in a lit.tie while the face of things 
will have beeome changed. The locust may be removed, and so great 
shall be your prosperity, that your increa.Be shall make amends for your 
late distress. Be not disheartened, trust in your God and pray, and 
labor on, for he h",1,S promised to give you a reward, and he shall "restore 
the years which the locust hath eaten." 

• Ill. And now, beloved, let us come closer home to our own pers1Y11,al 
.experience. 

Ah, as individuals, we have ·had years which the locust hath ea.ten. 
What were those years before our conversion? Useless, barren, void, 
evil. .A$ we go into the tomb of our departed years, and by the lawp of 
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memory look through the darkness and behold their corpses. we must 
accuse ourselves of h:wing slain many of them. We have killed time, 
and this is the worst kind of murder. 

Surely the time pa-~t did more than suffice to have wrought the will of 
the flesh, of those years we are now ashamed, we would not mention them 
without a blush of shame at our rebellion. 

Alas these are not the only years which have been the prey of the 
locust. Since our regeneration much of our time has run to waste. 
Backsliding has made our souls barren, and our green things have been 
utterly destroyed. Hours have accumulated into dars-days have in
creased to years, and looking upon the great aggregation of wasted time 
we stand startled and a.mazed. Time 1s not a thing to be trifled with, it 
is a glass with diamond sands; it is a river which ought to be navigated 
by the ships of diligence, otherwise it will become its own avenger, and 
drown_ the man who has idly bathed in its waters, or floated dreamingly 
along its surface. 

Oh my brother, dost thou not stand amazed at the time which thou 
hast lost? ,v ould you not give all that you have to see it restored? 
And can it be found again? Is there any diver to be found who can 
descend thi; depths of the fa.thomles& past, and recover the jewel which 
I eo carelessly have suffered to drop into these abysses? Oh, can the 
wealth of empires redeem my mis-spent years ? Can mountains of gold 
be the ransom of my wasted days ? Nay I They are gone and gone for 
ever ! The past can never be recalled ! 

There are three monarchs, the King of the Present, who sits on a 
throne of clouds, with a robe of air, a crown of vapour and a shadowy 
sceptre. He in the centre holds an empty dominion over the hours 
which march from the empire of the Future which lieth in the east. From 
the realm of futurity, the unknown monarch of ages to come, sends forth 
the hours one by one, they march before the Lord of the present, and 
then they vanish into the dominion of the Past. Here in the centre I 
am fixed, and lo my years, like captives, are driven into the regions of the 
eternity gone by. Methinks I will attempt to soften the heart of the 
gloomy master of the Past, perchance he may return some hour which 
he has seized upon I ask, I beg, I supplicate.-He smiles in derision,
" Restore!" Baith he, "Thou fool I have devoured them; like Saturn with 
his sons, I have rent them limb from limb and fattened on them. See 
here this hour which thou thus vainly wastest is now in mine hands. 
Each moment of it is my food. See I will feed upon it." 

Tell it through earth-sound it through creation-lost moment!! can
not be regained. 

Hut see, the text says, that the years which the locust bath eaten shall 
be restored, by which we must understand not the years, but the prod'll,Ce 
of the years. Locusts could not eat years, they ate the harvests thereof. 
Now Christians rejoice in the thought that though thy years are gone 
beyond recall, their benefit may be restored to thee. Dost thou grieve 
over thy years because thou mightest have improved them to thine 
jmtructio11 ? 
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It is well to lament their loss, for how much you might have learned 
in that ill-Rpent period; but sorrow not as one without hope, for so great 
iR the power of the Holy Ghost, that he can quicken thy faculties and 
teach thee in one year, the experience of twenty. Oh! gray headed 
convert, thy wasted years may thus be recovered by the teaching of the 
Most High. 

Again, those years have robbed us of opportunitif,8 for usefulnesB; and 
it is proper to lament them. But be it known that some, who, like 
John Newton have been called late in life, have yet been very useful; 
and. by their zeal and the gracious benediction of heaven have accom
plished a life-labour in a few years. There is hope, oh aged Christian, 
yet. Grace can restore the years which the locust bath eaten. Lament 
that thou shouldest have thrown away so many years, but now up and 
be doing. The shorter the day the more rapid be our journey. If the 
angel of death is at our shoulder, let us labour with the more diligence 
at "whatsoever our hand findeth to do." 

Ouce again, how much enjoyment have we lost through these locusts. 
Once the Bible was a barren book to us, we had none of the joy of the 
Lord, we were without Christ, we knew not the delight of prayer and 
fellowship with him-Oh how immense our loss. But, beloved, our God 
can and will restore it if we live near to him. 

He will give us corn enough to supply those many years of famine, 
the fat kine shall devour the lean. We shall be so satisfied with marrow 
and fatness, that it shall be as if the essence of years of happiness had 
been distilled into one single hour of beatific rapture. Oh the banquet
ing house !-Oh the choice old wines, and the long stored fruit ! My 
readers, may you know the pleasure which my words are not capable of 
expressing,-the joy of years bound up in the hours of one day. 

Thus doth God restore to his people the years which the locust bath 
eaten. 

To the ungodly it must be a gloomy reflection that this promise is not 
for them ; that they can see it with their eyes, but shall not eat thereof 
because they believe not on the name of Jesus. 

And now, the God of all grace be with thee reader, Amen. 

PRACTICAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF CHARACTER.-REV. SAMUEL 

PEARCE1 A.M.-BY THE LATE REV. W. JAY1 OF BATH. 

I HAD not a great dee.I of intimacy ness, when I have endeavoured to 
with Mr. Pearce, but I knew him and form an image of our Lord as a 
heard him sufficiently to appreciate preacher, Pearce has oftener presented 
him, and to make me thankful that I himself to my mind than any other I 
had not to depend on report for my have been acquainted with ; not, how
knowledge of his character or preach- ever, a.s he began his ministry. Then 
ing. It may seem saying much, but he was too rapid, e.nd h11d ~ kind of 
I speak the word~ of truth and sober- tiptoe motion in the pulpit, but after a. 
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while,-when his delivery was distin
guished bJ' mildness and tendernes, 
and a peculiar unction derived not 
only from his mfltter but his mind. 
I cannot accurately convey the e.ppear
ance find impression he made, yet I 
can see the one find feel the other, 
even at this great diste.nce of time. 

If after days of drought, in a sum
mer's evening, you have viewed from 
your window the re.in from heaven, 
not falling in a pouring torrent, but in 
a kind of' noiseless distillation, every 
drop soal-ing in, and sure to be useful, 
and you thinking of " the smell of a 
field which the Lord hath blessed," 
that emblem would aid you a little in 
conceiving of the mode and effect of 
his address. He was a man of a most 
affectionate disposition and candid 
temper, ha,ing much of the meekness 
of wisdom, and the wisdom of meek· 
ness. He was the first Baptist Minister 
I ever heard use the Lord's PrayPr, 
which he did as he prayed before my 
sermon. 

When I preached at Battersea for 
Mr. Hughes, there, too, I had my 
last interview with him. Mr. B--, 
bad sent his carriage to town for two 
others and ourselves, and it was to 
take us back the next morning; but 
preferring to be by ourselves, we 
privately took boat, and returned by 
water. In our conversation I well 
remember asking him what views of 
bee.ven be found the most e.ttractive 
and affecting. He replied, " These 
he.ve varied, (perhaps owing to some 
change in my condition or experience) 
at different times, but fore.good while 
past I think my most delightful view 
of hea,·en has been derived from it as 
a place and state of b!E'ssed and en
deared society, with Jesus at the head. 
Hence I have frequently touched upon 
it in my sermons, and have more than 
once preached from such texts as 
these, 'I beheld a great multitude, 
&e.,' and ' by our gathering together 
Wlio him,' 'He will present us 1Dgether 

with you, &c."' Thus we reached the 
stairs of Blnckfri e.rs Bridge, nod ported 
to meet no more, t.ill •· ndieus and 
farewells are a sound unknown." But 
whnt a savour does communion with 
such a man leave upon the spirit ; 
and how blameable are we in not 
turning our sociable moments to more 
account, for we never know but our 
present intercourse may be our final. 
Pearce seemed bee.tified before his 
time. How young be died ! and with 
what prospects of usefulness before 
him ! and with what qualifications to 
serve his generation ! What can we 
say to these things ? Nothing : '' Be 
·still and know that I am God." 

Though I was not a p<"rsonal wit
ness of the following occurrence, I 
cannot deny myself the pleasure of 
recording it, from the testimony of one 
who was. Mr. Pearce was preaching 
on a public occasion; the sermon was 
excellent and well arranged; but after 
he appeared naturelly to have ended 
it, he broke forth afresh, and what was 
added, though excellent, seemed not 
to grow out of the particular subject 
of the discourse. When it was over 
he was asked by a friend present 
whether it was his previous intention 
to make such an addition to his sermon 
at the close, as it seemed not of a piece 
with the former parts. After a pause, 
Mr. Pearce said, "Well, if I ·must 
answer, the case was this, when I was 
uttering the last two or three sentences, 
I saw running up to the crowded place 
a poor man, wiping his face and head, 
and eager to hear, I thought this poor 
creature ho.d come from a distance, 
and it would be cruel to let him go 
away without hearing a word of the 
Saviour ; a.nd so my pride yielded to 
my pity, and I tried to be useful by 
adding a few things, regardless of 
connexion or order." And what said 
-not fastidious critics-but lovers of 
souls, and angels, and God, the Judge 
of all? 
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"THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE." 

Rev. xxii. 5. 

"THERE shall be no night there I Oh cheering thought. 
No Night of IGNORANCE-which oft on Earth 
Gives birth to unbelief, and makes the heart 
Refuse to bow submissive to the Rod, 
And own its just infliction; because seen 
Through a distorted medium ! 

There shall be 
No Night of Sonnow there; no bleeding hearts; 
No sudden blighting of life's fairest prospects ; 
No chillmg penury to freeze its bliss ! 
Tear-drops all dried and anguish all forgotten ; 
Or, if remembered, only like a dream 
Or feverish vision of some sleepless hour. 
The recollection of the night of woe 
Enhancing all the more the joys of morn. 

No Night of DEATH is there; no sevrred ties; 
No rifled households, and no sad farewells; 
No tear of widowhood to dim the eye; 
No opened graves. 

No night of SIN is there; 
No more corrnptions chaining down the soul, 
Hamp'ring its energies, the fertile cause 
Of all the suff'rings of a suff'ring world, l 
Which makes the christian pilgrim feel his path, 
From first to last, a toilsome battle field. 
No rest till death discharge him. But in heav'n 
The trump of war is mute. The warrior there 
His armour casts aside-The conflict's done
The victory achieved I Faith lost in sight, 
And Hope in full fruition ! This FOR EVER ! 
Oh wond'rous words I Glory to know no end I 
Oceans of joy unbounded by a shore! 
Fon EVER! In ETERNITY! "The life-time 
Of the Almighty !"-Christian, thine existence is 
Commensurate with that of God himself! 
One endless sabbath-and that sabbath--LOVE I 
Teach me to live the heir of such a world; 
Thankful to bear my cross for such a crown ; 
Content to steer the shattered bark of life 
To reach a port like this. A.nd though the past, 
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With warning voice, prepares me to expect 
The Night of Trial HERE, Yet still let faith, 
Stretching l1er eye beyond life's dim horizon, 
Rest on the brigl1ter shores and" many man~ions," 
And better Friend above I Be this my beacon, 
Wooing me onwards, buffetting the storm
Mourner, there is no night of Trial TIIEB&. 

HEART ATTRACTIONS. 
"'Where your tree sure is there will your hee1 t be e.Jso.'' -Matt. vi. 21. 

THE Saviour thoroughly understood hll.IIlan nature; he throws out truths 
concerning it in the most free and unstudied way, to which the observations 
and consciousness of the children of men respond. Here is a specimen. 
Our hearts point to the treasure as the needle to the pole; our affections flow 
after it as the tides flow after the moon. The worldly man's heart is in his 
earthly possessions; be lives in them; they a.re the centre and the home of 
his sympathies. The spiritual man's heart is e.Jso in his treasure ; bis sym
pathies are absorbed in the great truths, laws, and purposes of infinite 
benevolence. He says, " How precious are thy thoughts unto me, 0 God!" 
Re glories in the cross of Christ-the grandes-t expression of eterne.J love; 
and counts "e.Jl things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord." 

The Setiour here intimates that the position of a man's heart ia a Sl!'l'WU8 

thing to him. In this implied idea, indeed, lies the whole force of his 
argument. And is it not true? Why, wherever the heart is the man 
is ; be lives in the object on which his affections a.re set -it is his 
sphere-his world, it binds his energies and being ; beyond it be 
cannot take a step. What a sme.Jl soul-world, therefore, bas the man whose 
treasw·es a.re earthly. It has no scope for the play of the soul's powers. Nor 
does be po•sess either the elements or influences necessary to his spiritual 
growth or health. The soil is sterile, the air is insalubrious, the little 
encircling firmament is dark with dust and smoke. The air of Mammon 
infuses poison into ,e.ll the spiritual powers. The man, who lives in the world, 
must, from the necessity of the case, lose his s11ul. On the other baud, what 
a magnificent world does hi.s spirit live in whose treasures a.re in heaven! 
Here is an immeasurable scope and e.n exbaustlcss nourishment for ever, 
faculty, it stretches into the infinite. 

"Its air is charg.ed with. ever-renewing life, 
Its heavens are lit with ever-bright'ning suns.'' 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 

THI! war w:ith Russia is still the all-abeorl>-1 over the Russian fleet during the winter•ea.
i.Jlg topic of conversation. The allied fleet son, when the Spring returnstheAnglo-Fren~h 
with their respective commanden; have re~ :6eet will again enter the waters of the Baltic. 
turned from the Baltic, the ice keeping guard 



DENOMINATIONAL INTELL1GENCE. 11 
In the Enet our bro.ve countrymen hR.ve 

been se.cri6ced bv hundreds through the 
sheer negligence 0.nd imbecility of our e.rie
tocro.tic purveyora. YeA~els lo.den with Mi
Utnry Stores, Ammunition, Clothing, Medicine 
and Food have foundered in the Euxine 
owing to their being unn.ble to enter the har
bour there being R.n utter want of order and 
method in arrangin~ the position of the ves
Mela at the month of the harbour, so that when 
ships o.rrive at Balaklava, they have fre
quently to cruise a.bout in the open sea until a 
passage can be made for them to enter. For the 
want of such arru1gement hundreds or our 
fellow-cree.tnres have been drowned, and 
tl1e lives of thonsands on land have been 
placed in jeopardy. Without suitable shelter 
or food, or clothing, exposed to the inclemency 
of the clime, and tile season-it is no exagger
ation to say that more men have perished 
through official carelessness and neglect than 
by the war weapons of the enemy 

'' 'fhe Siege, (we quote a communication 
forwarded by an Officer in the Camp before 
Sebastopol, dated November 20th) ia •till 
dragging its slow length along, but as far as I 
can see we are witbout any prospect of imme
diate tiUCcess. _ ThP. weather has been very 
bad, nearly constant rain, and the roads are in 
such a dreadful state that it is impossible 
even to bring up provisions from Balaklava, 
much less gum,. All ours in the batteries 
are dismounted or burst, and I du not think 
we have twenty in a se1-viceable condition. 
It seems quite like murder sending fresh 
troups out to this climate at this time of the 
year. The men are in snch a state of despe
ration. that they say when going to the 
trenches they would rather be shot by the 
Rulilsians, than come back to die by inches· 
Well might Lord John Russell admit that the 
attack ou Sebastopol was a blunder. 

Under the auspices of the •1S<Jld1ers'Friend 
Society," of which the Rev. W. A. Blake, 
Mini•ter of Shouldham Street Chapel i• the 
Honorary Secretary, a considerable number of 

piouA and zealous brethren ha.ve been Bent v, 
the Ea1-1t as Scripture Rea.den to the army, 
there. The:ie devoted men are employed in 
visiting the sick, the wounded, and the dying, 
in the hospitals to whom they have been very 
usefnl in mimRtering to them Yeriptural in-
struction and conl'lolation • 

It having been stated on the anthority of a 
Puseyite daily journal that these excellent 
brethren have been hindered in their m;eful, 
and :ielf-denying labours by certain officials 
abroad, Mr. Sidney Herbert the Secretary at 
War was interrogated on the subject. The 
Puseyite Secretary met the question eva
sively and hypothetically justified the 
parties who are supposed to have put an in
terdict on our brethren·s efforts. The allea-ed 
ground of their expulsion is their b.aving 
distributed among the patients religion~ 
tracts and books, not having the imprimateur 
of the Church Society for the Propagation of 
Christian Knowledge, as well aa their not 
being clerically accredited. We hope the 
rumour is without foundation, or if true that 
the religious public will take up the ~atter 
and memoralize the Government respectiug 
it in unmiAtakea.ble terms. 

Parliament has been convened to allow of 
measures being pa.s::ied necessary to the 
vigorous prosecution of the war. The Fo
reign Enlistment Bill which Ministers have 
without giving any previous intimation of 
their intentions, introduced to the house, has 
after some st.onny debates and excellent 
apeaking passed. 

The Patriotic Baptist M.P. for Norwich.
Mr. Peto having offered his services to the 
Government in constructing a Railway to 
facilitate the transmission of Gun Carriages 
from the shore to the heights above Sebas
topol, has been obliged to vacate his seat in 
the Commons Honse of Parliament, he being 
considered a Government contracior, al
though he and his partners have generously 
offered to do the works without derh,•io:
therefrom any profit whatever. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 

LtVERPOoL, Sono.-The Rev. S. JoneH, from 
Lumb. 

SWA.FFRAM, NoRFOLK..-The Rev. W. Woods, 
from Tring 

WAl<EFIELD.-The Rev. Dr. Perry, from 
Derby. 

Bow, MIDDLEoRX.-The Rev. W. Balfern 
bas o.ccepted the invitation to the Pastorate 
of the Baptist Church. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
FoRF.ST Row, SuRSEX, Nov. 27th, of Mr. E. 

Price, late of the London City Mission. 

The introductory di~cou"e was delivered 
by the Rev. E. Stent of Hastings. The 
Rev. B. Slight of Ea~t Grinstead, proposed 
lhe usual questions, and offered the recog
nition prayer. The Rev. I. Doxey of London 
delivered the charge to the Pastor; nnd in 
the evening the Rev. J.E. Judson of Lind
field preached to the people. 

OPENING OF NEW CHAPELS. 

STRATFOJ;.D GROVE CHAPEL was opened for 
Public Worship Nov. 14. when the Hon. and 
Rev. Baptist Noel, M.A., and t.ba Rev. H. 
Allon of Islington preached. Between tha 
services e. public meeting was held, preshled 
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over by G. T. 'Kemp, Esq.; appropriate 
o.ddre••e• were delivered by Lhe Hev. J. H, 
Hinton, A.M, the Revs. J. Curwen, J. 
Lanoo, G. W. Fisbbonrne, the Minister of 
the Jilace, and by R. W. Uook, Esq, the 
ReVFI. S. navis, S. Drawn, J. Woodnrd, 
J. P. Hewlet,t, S. Pierce, 1md W. Hooper 
conducted the devotional exerciAce. Thu 
Collections at the various opening services 
a.mounted to £100. 

LRE, NEAR BtACKREATB.-The New Baptist 
Chapel, ert>.cted in the High Road, was 
opened for Public Won;bip, Nov. 28., The 
Ron and Re'\"'. BaptistNoel,M A.,preached 
in the morning, and the Rev. J. Hill of 
Clapham in the eTening. On the following 
Lonl's-day the ReT S. B. Bergne, Secretary 
to th• British and I,'oreign Bible Society, 
preACbed. The collection.s amonnted to 
£i00. 

PL-.:•o=a.-A Ne.,.. Baptist Cause has been 
formed at How Street Chapel. 

MI~"ISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS. 

Sw&PFB&-.--Of the ReT. J. H&llll&y, throngh 

Bedmot1t, A.bbolt'., Lnn,ql'II, Htrts, Oct. 18-
One by Mr. Hutchinson. 

Bideford, Dtvon, Nov, 3 -Three. 
Birmingham, Htneage Street, Nov. li.-Elght 

b~ Mr. Taylor. 
Clf,~h~~e

0
a;-i{f;j~~i Oct. 17.-FIYe by Mr. 

Colchester, Eld Lane, Sept. 24.-Seven; and 
on Nov. 16, l•,our, by Mr. Langford. 

Devonport. Mrwice 8iJ.uare, Nov. 16.-Thn,e 
by Mr. Overbury. . 

G·ladeatry, Rad,,orshi,,., Oct. 22.-Fonr young 
disciples by Mr. Godson. 

Halifa.,;, T,-iuity Road Chapel, Oct. 22.-Slx 
by Mr. Walters. 

Hamsterley, Durham, Oct. 23.-Two by Mr. 
Cardwell. 

Harborne, Warwickshire, Nov. 6.-Three by 
Mr. McLean. 

Horsham, Sussez, Oct. 29.-Seven by Mr. 
Mote. 

Kerry, M""tgcmu,ryshire, Oct. 29.-Tmee by 
Mr.O,v-en. • 

Kirton, Lincolnshire, Nov. 5.-Two by Mr. 
Stopleton. 

ill health. 
HussLET, :,."JUB LBans.--Of the Rev. 

Liverpool, Stanhope Street, Oot. 29.-Two 
J young persons by Mr. Hughes. 

• London, Ulapham, Gamer (J/aapel, Nov. I.
Three by Elven. Bamber. 

PRESENTATION SERVICES. Louth-, Walkergate, Nov, 5.--0ne by Mr. 
Kiddall. 

,AlmB.DARB, GLillOBGillBHIRE.-Nov. 27, an llCan.orbear, Pembrokeshire, Nov.12.--Twoby 
interesting service was held for the pnrpose .Mr. Evans. , 
ofpreoenting the Rev. Thomas Price with Mayford, near Wok•ng, Oct. 29.--0ne by Mr; 
a splendid gold watch, chain, and appen- Spencer. 
dages, from the la.ciles of the congregation; Melbuurne,Derbyshir,,Oct. 29.-Fonryonthfol 
&Dti a donation of twenty seven volumes of disciples by llr. Gill. 
e::rcellent books, selected from the best Nl!fEcaslle--0n-Tyne, New Court, Dec. 8.-
authors, thegiftoftheyonngmen. During Seven by l\lr. I. Davies. 
the l&st nine years the cha.n:h iD this place NtN:lon .Abbot, D""o". Dec. 3.-Two by Mr. 
has increased from 911 to 546 members. Tomer of Kingskerwill. 

B..o.cm-,l&WELLTauc:s.-Oct.16,thechmch &jfron Walden, Upper Medi11g, Oct. 1~ 
a.nd ~OD pre.;enied their estee-.:1 Three by !llr. Gillson. 
P-=or with & purse containing a .-ery &:,,,.U.aa,plrm. Earl &red, Oct.1.-Five. 
ha.Dtlsomfsu.m. mg,,.:herwithanureetionate Sr,aua, Bu.lJ,Jon,, Oct. 15.-Fonr by .llr 
a.idxe;;:;, m .-hich .llr. llncbeil nry appro- L. :&..-am. 
p:;....-cly ""'P'=i-ed. Jr"al~u.. Doah•, Oct. ll9.-Two; andnn 

T~~:\=!~~~n..~~~ No~_s,one. 

ti>~ Rev. -u-.·-u-,-.ods ha-.ing n::sig,,ed the 1 DEATHS. 
~..,.!c., ~~g about u, remo.-e '° Br:BT,Rev.C.E,Dec.18,atWanta,,"",aged60. 
s.-..,,n.o=, m No:folk. 1lr. Burgess,_ on HmntLL, Mrs. E, Nov. 2~ .• at Kensington, 
the pa.rt of th:• church and congregation, near Liverpool, the beloved wife of .Mr. W. 
presented a suit.able address, and aponeof Ho..-ell, Auctioneer, and daughter of the 
twenty soT_ere1gns to Mr. Wood, who made Rev. T. Winter, of Sbelfanger, Norfolk.. 
anappropnate ackno...-ledgmeut._ The Rev. K.Jno, the Rev. Dr, Editor of the Pictorial 
w, ~xton and J • S. W~n, ne!ghbounng Bible, and other standard Biblieal works, 
1D.llLlc"ten, took part w the mteresting Nov. 25., at Canstatt, near Stuttgard, 
serv:ice. whither he had gone with Mrs. K., for the 

BAPTISMS. 

• .• Onr reeord of Baptisms may become still 
more ampJe, if our brethren in town and 
country will take the trouble to forward to 
us timely notice of their occurence,-Eo._l 

benefit of hi• health. 
POTTER, Mr. ,J., Dec. 5, at Tewkesbury, aged 

66. !llr. P. was a deacon of the Baptist 
Church in that place. 



'1.'HE HAPPY MINER. 

"IR there danger in the mineA, old 
man?" l asked of an aged miner, who, 
with hiR nrms lient, leaned Jai11Mt the 
side of the immense vault, absorl,ed 
in meditatiun: "lt must be a fearful 
life" 

The old man looked at me with a 
steadfnst I.Jut somewhat vacant s1are, 
aud then in half-broken sentences he 
uttered: •• Danger! where is there not? 
On the earth, or beneath it; on the 
mountain, or in the valley; on the 
ocean, or in the quiet of nnture's most 
hidden spot, wheTe is there not dan -
ser? where has not death left some 
tok,·n of his presence?" •• True;• I 
replied ; "hut the turns of life are 
various: the sailor seeks his living on 
the waters, and he knows thut each 
mome,,t thnt they mny engulf him; 
the hunter seeks demh in the wild 
woods, and the soldier on the 1.Jnule
field ; and the miner knowa not l,ut 
the spot where he now stands, to-mor
row may be hiH torn h." 

" It is so, indeed," replied the old 
man; "we find death in the rnenns 
we s.:ek to uphold life : 'tis a stre.nge 
riddle; who shall solve it?" 

" H n,·e you long followed this occu
pntion ?" I asked, somewhnt struck 
with the old mo.n's me.nner. 

"From a boy. I drew my first 
breath in the mines ; I shall yield it 
up in their gloom." 

"You hnve seen some of ll1osc 
trials," said I, "to which you hnve 
just now alluded?"' 

"Yes," he replied, with n fnltning 
,·oicc, "I hn\'t'. There wus o time 
thnt three !nil I.Joys looked to me um] 
called me Cother. They were sturdy 
~triplings. Now it seems but yesler
dny lhl.'y stood Lefore me, so proud in 
their stren1:Lh, ancl I wns filled with n 
father's \'ILlliLy. lint Lho Loni chns
tcncd the p,:oud heart. Whero nro 
ll"'y now? I snw the yonngrsl-hc 
was Lhe de111·est of Lho ilock-Lis 

mo1her's spirit seemed V> hove Rettled 
on him-ci-u,hed at my feet a l,leeding 
mass. One moment, nnd hiR hght 
laugh waR in my ear; the next, and 
the large mass came: there was no 
cry, no look of teiror; but the tnmsi
tion to eternity was e.s the lightning's 
flesh; and my poor hoy lay crushed 
benenth thP fearl"ul load. It was an 
awful moment; but time, that changes 
all things, brought relief; en:, l had 
still two sons llut my cup of afflic
tion was not yet full. They too were 
taken from me. Sicle by side they 
died-not as their brother- but the 
fire-dnmp caught th<'ir breath, encl left 
them sco, ch~d and lifeless. l'eople 
brought them homr, to the old men
his fair jewels, liy whom earth's richest 
treasures in his sight had no price
nncl told him he wns childless and nlone. 
It is n slrnn:;e ,lecree that the old plnnt 
should thus survive the stripling things 
it shnded, and ror whom it wonld J,ave 
died a thousand times. ls it suq,, ising 
thnt I should wbh to die here in the 
mines?" 

" You J,nve indt•ed " l rrplied, 
"drank of n111it-lion. ' Whence did 
you derive cm,solation •" 

The old mnn louke,I up-" From 
heaven: 'The L,,r<l gnn•, nnd the 
Lord bath takt·n BWB.Y; 1,iess,•,1 1,e the 
name of the Loni."' l Lowed m) head 
to the miner's pr~Jer, anti tl,e old n,an 
pnssed on. 

TO OUR SUllS(:l(ITit:ns. 
We are happy ln being o.lJlc te stale to our 

reallcrs that the ~e.le of the 11 Uaptist }(es
llengcr;" hns been gradunl1y increasing from. 
its commencement, Rnd its still wider .circula
tion mny be very co.sily nnd cffiC'il"ntly pro
mntC'd, if cnc-h of iL"i thou~n111ls of pnn:hascrs 
will endc11,·011r to oht1un twn or more o.,hli
tionnl subscribers. The cxc-ccdmg- lnw price 
o.t which it is issued, RB well ns its general 
c1rnractcr, 11111.1 thu cxtcnsi\"C~ dc110111i1111tiun11l 
information 1t gives will be found ~mflic1ent to 
meet nll objection to, a11d ob,·latc the neces~ity 
o.f i,.:lvlllJ:' up nny ntlwr d1•1ou111l11nt1n11nl pnh
llcnllnn to whid1 the II Hnptist ~h•N1•11,::-Pr" 
mny bo COUNidercd a~ s11pplcmc11lnl. To l\l l~1-
ltd01"11, l)l•ncun~, n11d 8mull\y Sd111ol Tt!nchf'n., 
we 1\lrt•ctit111nlt·ly n111l r1•sp1•1..·tfully rrny-lJulp 
ut1 lu uurhu111ble and di1:1iuturestcll cfforls. 
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DEANE'S TABLE CUTLERY 
lie.A, for more than 1:iO years, rc-::ei't"ed Extensive and Incrc1Lc;ing Public Patronage Tbfl. 
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to any other. Their Pen nnd Pocket KniveN, 6d. each and upwar~e, aud Ladies' sclsHOra of, 
e'lrery description, arc all oft.he finest qualit,y. • 

DRAWING-ROOM STOVFS. 
A lrge and handsome collection of BRIGHT STOVBS, for the drawing or dlolng-roo111,, 

emhrn.cin:! all the ncwc~t dosign,;. is alwo.y!i on SA l.E. ln the Stove n.nd Fender depri.rtmont • 
of DEANE, PRAY, and Co:s eslal•liohment. They have applied to theee and other clo.lioeo 1 

of register ,;tove~ patented improvement.s, economtzlng·tbe consumption. o( fuel, for which 
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their improvr.rl COOKING ~TOVE, adapted for gcntlemens' mRnelona, and all large oAtalJ•, 
li1.hmenhi, with Kitchen Unnges of the best cnnstrucUon. In Fe,ndel'H o.nd Fire.Irons they' 
are constant1y introducing every novelty at the lowest po1Rlble prleee. ' 

IRON BEDSTEADS AND CHILDREN'S. COTS. 
DEANF.., DR\Y, & Co. mnnufactnre and supply every description of Iron 1md Brw ... 

Bcd"teR.ds, and have at all tlmee a large stock of these articles on·hand t.ogether With Bods, 
MtLtt.rcsses, Pallla1Hses, kc. l 1 riceJ Li1-1ts, with Drawlng!il, sent by Post (ti:eo) • • , 

FAMILIES FURNISHING 
mo.y obtn.ln, po,;t free, on application, DEANR, DRAY, and Co.'u General P'nrnl11hlng, 
Prir.cd List. enumerating- more thRn 600 artlcletc, Relected from thn various dep1rtmentl or, 
t.h<:ir cBtf\Llisl11nent, requisite jn fitting up a Family Ue1ddence, lnclndlng TA.DLE CUT
LEllY, EU;CTllO-PLATE LAMPS, l'APmn MACIIE TRAYS, FEND•:RS, and FinF.. 
IHONR, 11:0~ PEl!ST:EADS, BRITANNIA METAi,, Tin and Japan WorJ, 'fomery 
.Bru1d.1c11, Mah;, &.c., &c. 

DEANE, DRAY, AND c·o. 
(OPENING TO TBB JIONUMEIIT), 

LONDON BRIDGE. 
Nichol• and Son, Steam Printers, 8 & 9, Cbando• lltreet, l!llrand: 



TBE HOLY WAR, 

THE HOLY WAR. 

~ Sermon preacherlbrfore the London A aaociatwn of Baptist Churches, held at 
.New Park Street Chapel, Southwark, JanU<try 10th, Hl05. 

DY THE B.EV. C. H. SPURGEON. 

"For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, hut mighty through God to 
the l?ulling d.iwn of strongholds."-2 Cor. x. 4. 

THERE was war in heaven. Satan lifted up his hand against his 
Maker, and with him a whole band of angels who are now fallen, 
revolted from their Great Creator. Those were sad and terrible days for 
the universe, when God, the eternal, launched the thunders from his hand, 
and drove the sons of the morning from their dwelling place. Those 
were times never to be forgotten, when heaven shook under the terrific 
onslaught of the eternal Son of God against the wicked ones who had 
rebelled, days which surely must always be written on the memories of 
those who sought for refuge in the pit that burneth. If there have been 
gloomier days than those, surely those were sadder when man revolted 
against God; when it became not merely a warfare between God and 
angels, but also between God and man; when the whole of the rebellious 
son■ of Adam were gone astray through the sin of their first parent. 
They being interested in the covenant, fell in and through him. Ever 
since that deed of disobedience there has been war between God and his 
creatures ; universal peace has been unknown since then. A false peace 
there might be where there was no peace; but a real peace between God 
and all human creatures, an universal peace on earth has never been, and 
nev.ir shall be until He shall come, whose right it is to "gather together 
in one, all things that are in heaven, and that are in the earth, even in 
him." Then shall there be peace, but not till then. 

"The Lord is a man of war, the Lord is his name." We find in daily 
life, by experience, that we are in a condition of conflict. We see that 
the world is in a state of warfare against God, and scripture confirms 
our observation, that God is engaged in war, and is continually at battle. 
How it ennobles us to find in the text that it is our warfare. It is God's 
warfare, but it is ours also. You and I, brethren, are linked with God. 
The battle is the Lord's, but the battle is ours too. Enlisted under the 
banner of the King of kings, with Immanuel, for our Prince, we have 
become soldiers of the cross, and the battle is not now ~imply that of 
Divinity against his rebellious subjects, but of Divinity and restored 
creatures against the fallen ones. The battle is not now with God 
alone, but against Goel and the whole company of his elect whom he 
bath redeemed, who stand side by sicle with him in the conflict. ·what 
an honor ! What a glorious exaltation to a man, to be lifted up to be a 
warrior for Goel, and a warrior with Goel! ,vhat can exceed this 
dignity? What cau be compared to it? As to fight against the Lord 

C 
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is the greatest diRgrace to & man, so to fight for God must be tha 
greatest honor. As to be a rebel must be his greatest degradation, so to 
be a friend of God, and to be in his employ, mi1st be the highest dignity 
that ever can be conferred upon him. Such are we. We constitute 
the Lord's army, and "in the name of our God will we set up our banners.'' 
We are united with him by solemn league and covenant. ,v e are inter
e~ted with him in the great fight between right ahd wrong, between the 
principles of truth and the principles of error. We are on the !&me 
side with God. Thanks be to his name, ,ve have passed from death unto. 
lifo, and cannot now come into condemnation. "The weapons of OUR 
WARFARE are not carnal." 

Our enemies are not to be laughed at, they are not to be despised. 
He who thinks it easy work to go and battle with the allied force, of the 
world, the flesh and the devil, does not know the strength of his enemies .. 
He who thinks he may overcome with only half the power he has, or. 
even with all of it, unless sustained by supernatural influence, does not 
know his own weakness. We have no child's play before us, brethren. 
We have a work which will fill our hanrls. We shall be able to say 
when we ccme off, "more than conquerors," just what Hart said about 
Jesus Christ-

" He bore all incarnate God could bear, 
With 1trength ennugh, and none to spare.'' 

We shall, when we get to heaven, find that we have just strength 
enough, but not one particle more than we require. If we look at our 
foes we find them to be very subtle, and well armed with long trie~ 
swords. We Me them far more numerous than all our armies combined,. 
and were it not that the Lord our God is with us, we might think it a. 
hopeless task, as hopeless as if an infant should wrestle with a giant, or' 
a child combat an army. But, "thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ," we fear not. 

We would sit down this afternoon round the outworks of our enemies•· 
camp. We would sit down before this spiritual Sebastopol, and take a sur
vey of the fortresses with the full determination that we will win the 
battle, or will perish in the attempt. 

I shall aid you to do two things, as the Lord may enable me, this after
noon. First of all, to survey the enemy's mighty ca~tles. For I find 
the text tells us that our weapons are mighty to the pulling down of 
strongholds. Secondly, we shall examine our magazine, and see what 
strength we have to pull down these strongholds. 

I. Let us suRVEY THE STRO:!i!GHoLDS against which the church of 
Christ marshalls all her forces. " The weapons of our warfare are not , 
carnal, but mighty through God to th:e pulling down of strongholds." 
Our enemies are not content with havrng good weapons, they are not 
satisfied with marshalling their armies, they are not content with offering 
pitched battlie; but they must have citadels, and castles, and fortresses. 
And you shall find, brethren, that the whole world, if you look at it with 
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& spiritual eye, is studded with the fortresses of sin and girdled with 
garrisons of evil. Open your eyes upon the wide, wide world, and behold 
the innumerable castles of the enemy. Lo! there the grey old towers 
of Brahma and of Boodh frown on the millions of Hindostan, and there 
the rude, but formidable systems of idolatry, which keep in woeful sub
jection the continent of Africa and the islands of the sea. Yonder you 
see the domes and minarets of the false prophet ; while on the other side, 
nearer to our beloved country, the city of the seven hi!ls still bids 
defiance to our arms. Imagme not that popery is extinct, it may be an 
old and decrepid giant, but a giant it is, and she that sitteth on the many 
waters, has still firm battlements and bulwarks of strength. 

Would to God that these were all the strongholds to be dismantled. 
But alas, another has lately risen in the far west, a rough and haggard 
euperstition, arrogant, imp10us, and delusive. To us it seems a castle in 
the air, but alas, to many it has proved eternal ruin. Nor will Mormonism 
long be the last, for we must ever expect a series of counterfeits, a suc
cession of impostures. 
• Thus can the spiritual eye behold our poor earth begirt with the 
instruments of its own slavery. The work before us is none other than the 
razing of these " works of the devil," even to the ground. 

Happy is the eye which shall see the artillery of heaven discharged 
against them. Happy is the man who shall behold them rock.mg to 
their deep foundations, hurled to the earth and every stone sundered 
from its fellow. 

Thanks be unto Goel, he saith, " It shall be overturned, overturned, 
until he shall come whose right it is." 

But, brethren, it would take too much time to describe all these 
castles; so that I shall mention those only which we have most to do 
with; we, as ministers, and you, dear brethren, the members of the 
churches composing this Association. We are co-workers; we are 
banded together in one great army. There are certain castles which 
Satan has set up near our churches; those we must first attack. Our 
missionaries must go abroad and besiege the others. Satau has not 
left us alone. Just as Herod built a castle which might overlook 
the very temple itself, so has Satan done here. He has built towers in 
our land which overlook the very church of God. 

I shall no,v very hastily act as your guide around this city, and bid 
you "count her towers, and mark well her bulwarks." 

1.-The first castle that may do us much damage, if we do not carry 
it by storm, is the ancient tower of Antiquity, or rather veneration for 
it. I find there is one thing which materially retards the progress of 
Baptist sentiments, dissenting principles, and the truth as a whole. It 
is the idea, that old things must not be touched. An opinion which 
has been received for a thousand years is regarded as necessarily right. 
"Oh," say some, "spare it, it has the mark of age upon it, the book 
which taught it has mouldy leaves, and is printed in the black letter; 
apare it, for our forefathers venerated it, and it has been unaltered for 
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these many years." These men are the dead weight of society, they 
will have nothing changed; not even improved, for this would destroy 
their glorious museum of the antique. 

I do not understand that kind of reasoning myself. I see not why 
the oldest thing should not fall, as well as the newest, if it is wrong. I 
have no very great veneration for old moss grown towers; no great respect 
for mouldy, worm-eaten things, that are good for nothing. I do not feel 
that it is almost sacrilege to attack an old thing that has the dust of 
centuries upon it, although I feel that it would be wrong to introduce 
a novelty for the sake of change. Yet I feel no great respect for time
honoured errors and mal-practises; for all the routine of system that 
has been introduced. I think, if anything is right, let us have it; and 
if it is an invention of our own so much the better, we shall have the 
honour of it, and shall not have to thank our forefathers for it, but some 
of those who come after us may thank us. But how many will say, such 
and such a thing cannot be done, because it never used to be done. I 
find, for instance, when I talk to some of rr::y fresh hearers about baptism, 
that they could not think of being baptized because their grandmother 
was not baptised, and because none of the family ever were. They could 
not think, for the life of them, of regularly attending a dissenting place 
of worship, becaus(their family belonged to the Church of England; as if, 
because my ancestors were wrong respecting a certain mattE,r, I am to fol
low them. I say, down with thi, old castles of antiquity, if there is any
thing wrong in them. If they are right, let them stand ; but if they are 
wrong, then if they are old, there is all the more reason that they should 
fall. The bad thing has lasted long enough, and let us away with it. 

2.-But I find that Satan is very crafty; and if one castle of his does 
not have effect upon our ranks, he builds another, exactly the opposite 
of it. For instance, if this veneration for ancient things will not 
accomplish his evil purposes, then he has another bastion, another 
fortress on the opposite side, and this is the castle of Infu:lelity; a desire 
continually for something fresh, for something that is novel and striking, 
the casting away of the Bible, because, forsooth it had the veneration of 
our forefathers ; because it is an old book, and does not do for these 
improved times ; because its ancient doctrines have become obsolete and 
effete, and we need something new in these latter days, something that 
shall be better adapted to meet the requirements of the present state of 
society than what we used to have. If Satan finds that veneration for 
the old will not sustain his cause, straightway he injects the thought 
into the soul of some infidel ; let us overturn everything that is estab
lished, let us build something which is superior, springing from our own 
chimeras and dreams ; something the concoction of our own fancy; and 
let us reduce all society to Chaos rather than lack the means for estab
lishing our theory. I do not think however we shall find, in these 
days, many of the Tom Paine school of infidelity. I have never yet 
met in this place with any of those bold and vulgar kind of infidels, who 
curse and blaspheme the sacred word of God. But I find a more subtle 
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system, a kind of enquiry after truth, a feigned enquiry. A scepticism 
which seeks to inveigle you with sophisms, and with curious questions, 
and with words to no profit ; they shape their enquiries as though 
they were the lowly disciples of truth and did not wish to dogmatize at 
all. They hide their real opinions under a question ; and thus craftily 
attack in the guise of friends. Ah I we have much infidelity round 
about us. Some think that ministers of Christ have nothing to do, 
except to preach the gospel. They are much mistaken. Those who 
imagine we can fold our arms from Monday till Sunday, and that we 
have nothing to do but simply to bear our testimony on the Lord's-day, 
know nothing about the gospel mi11.istry. If they stood in the position 
of any of our brethren here, they would find that they had need of all 
the wisdom they could gather, that they must indeed be "wise as 
serpents," as well as" harmless as doves." Our swords must ever be 
drawn, and our eyes always open, for we know not the quarter from 
which the next attack may assail us. Infidelity is still powerfu~ we had 
well nigh imagined that it had worked out its own ruin ; we thought 
that its triumph in France, and the bloody consequences, bad once and 
{or ever condemned it. But it is & Protean thing, ever assuming some 
new form, and when slain in one eha.racter, it bas a resurrection in 
another. 

'l'he fool ha.thin old times said in bis heart. "No God;" and if now 
he changes the words, the desire is still the same, and the hatred 
of man to the government of Jehovah still will lead him to deny bis 
existence, and reject the trnths of divine revelation. May God cause 
infidelity to perish. 

3.-A.nother earthwork of the devil wbich iB doing much damage to 
our churches is the castle of Arminiamsm Arminianism, & heresy, 
tolerated where we should expect to see it detested, tolerated, nay, 
fostered, in the ranks of Particular Ba.ptist.s. Arminianism, & thing 
Bpurned by our sturdy forefathers, and driven by them entirely from 
our societies, but now s1yly returning in darkne,;s t-0 recruit its hosts 
from our very churches. Arminianism, & delusion mu.eh admired, 
beca.ui,e it seems to encourage everything that is good and amiable, but 
which, while affecting to teach morality,lroduces & flimsy and imperficial 
religion, of'no value at the throne of Go Ah ! brethren, do you know 
what -a. large amount of lax theology is now to be found in our very 
centTe. 

It is well enough that the Armin.ian should preach his own sentiments 
and zealously maintain them. I love religious liberty and freedom of 
epeakwg, far be it from me to condemn any man or set of men, but I must 
speH.k out my heart, and believing, as I do, that this heresy insults and dis
honours every attribute of Jehovah, by representing him as failing in his 
purposes, as changing in his affection, as loving his children one day and 
hating them the ne1t; conceiving, as I do, that it is derogatory to the 
glory of the immutable and eternal God, I must now most earnestly ~ift 
up my voice against its intrusion amongst us, who, by our very name, are 
acknowledged to be its antagonists. 
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Oh! may God speedily banish this mighty heresy from our midst, 
ave, from the very earth. We deny not the evident fact that God has 
ble~sed many men whose ministrations are not free from this error; but 
as for the error itself, we have no word11 too severe to express its 
character. 

Ah I how it has grieved the people of God; how many of them liaTe 
gone sorrowing half their lives, because they could obtain nothing for 
-which their spirits longed, nothing but husks which the swine . do eat; 
food good enough for the world, but not the native food of God's chosen 
people Ah I l1ow l1ave they groaned under the Egyptian taskmaster, 
-who ha& bidden them do this and that for salvation, and has commanded 
them '' to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling," with
holding from them the comfcrt of the truth, that " it is God that worketh 
in us to will and to do of his own good pleasure." 

Again, beloved, who shall calculate the number of souls that have been 
deluded and destroyed by this form of error. How many have been 
deceived by the notion that the unaided performance of their own free 
-will was acceptable to the Most High God ; neither have they been 
made fully acquainted with their own spiritual destitution and helplessness. 
The fountains of the great deep within have never been broken 
up nor their alienation of heart from God been understood; and, 
therefore, the regenerating influences of the Holy Spirit have not 
been regarded as indispensable to real and saving conversion. Such 
professors do not generally persevere, because the very foundation of 
their religion is sandy; or if they hold on in their course, it is with 
lunping pace, until God in mercy gives them a real inwrought experience 
of truths unknown and unfelt before. 

My brethren, let not this unwelcome intruder tarry in our midst, but 
let us as an Association, ban'ded in holy alliance, strive ever for the 
"faith once delivered to the saints," and tmitedly pray to our great 
Head to restore to us the· days of ancient orthodoxy and to hasten the 
reign of the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

4. We now turn in another direction from which equal danger threatens 
us. A fortification of evil, apparently the very opposite of the last. I 
mean Antinomianism. If we are in danger from a legal spirit, we are 
quite as much in danger from an antinomian and a licentious one, pPrhaps 
more so. There is a thing called Antinomianism ; which is the true gos
pel of the ever blessed God? But there is another thing called Anti
nomianism; which is a reptile from the pit of darkness, hatched in the 
slime of Sodom-a sharp and bitter thing-a cutting and a biting thing, 
which cuts off the people of God, and says that they are none of his, 
because perchance it may be they differ somewhat in sentiment, or in 
the manner of expressing the same truth. There is an Antimonianism, 
which while it does not profess to teach that we are not to obey the law, 
yet in reality dotS so; which, while it stands up and talks about the 
power of the Spirit, does not insist upon the "fruits of the Spirit;" 
11 hich does not exhort the people to walk in all holiness and godliness, but 
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which shrinks from bearing a full and decided testimony, that without, 
personal and practical holiness no man shall see the Lord. 

I dread Arminianism, (and my church and people equally do,) and every 
Christian ought to dread Antinomianism. I tremble sometimes when I 
think how much of its spirit there is amongst us. I think that Antino
mianism differs from Arminianism in this-Arminianism is an enemy of 
truth. altogether, and is entirely a system of error, but Antinomianism is 
the abuse of truth. It is the taking the stones of the sanctuary, to build 
house for Belia!. It is building upon the truth of Jesus, the wood, hay, 
and stubble, of carnal man's imaginings. Arminianism is false from top 
to bottom, but this Antinomianism is true at the foundation, and on this 
basis are built up inferences so abominable, so horrifying, that well 
might St. Paul say, at the mention of one of them, "God forbid!" 
"What! shall r· continue in sin, that grace may abound?" What! 
shall I despise God's holy law, because I cannot perfectly fulfil it? 
What ! shall I make an excuse for myself, because of the corruption of 
my heart? What ! shall I say 1 am never to strive after nearness to 
perfection, because I feel I cannot, in the present state, get quite np to 
it? What! shall I sit myself down in sloth, and sing ''Jehovah Jireh," 
and imagine that beaause God will bring about his awful decrees and work. 
out his gracious purposes? I am to sit down and· wait for them, without 
using the means God has appointed, for the obtaining of the purposed 
and promised blessings ? Let it be far from us, yea, let us abhor it. II! 
is. a "deep ditch, and he that is. abhorred of the Lord shall fall into it." 
God deliver us from it ! Oh! that Antinomianism, which administers 
opiates to the ungodly ; which brings men together in the house of God 
and tells them that if they are lost it is not their fault; lulls them off 
to sleep, lets them go to hell blindfold, with the conviction that if they 
are to be damned they shall be damned. Horrible beyond expression ! 
You and I,. each of us, must be united in a holy league, as much against 
Antinomianism as. Arminianism. We shall have our hands full if we 
attempt to do anything against either of these things, but God help us 
and we yet shall overcome and wave the palm branch of victory. 

4. Besides these strongholds we are bound to assault ; there are other 
fortresses tq be destroyed. 

When we come to deal with men as individuals, and not in masses, we 
find that they betake themselves into falserefuges,for they"make lies their 
refuge, and under falsehood do they hide themselves." We will mention 
first the fort of Sinful Self. In this the sinner ever finds secure retreat. 
None can imagine the practical strength of this fortress, but he who has 
laid seige to it. 0 who shall separate the sinner from his sins, for he 
holds fast his own destruction. Habit, like an iron net, has enveloped 
him in its folds, and sin, like the serpents of Laocoon, are coiled around 
him. Oh 1 who shall o.vercome man's love of sin, for corruption lies 
within, depravity is in the heart, while love of evil runneth in the veins, 
and tainteth the marrow of the bones. It is this natural depravity in the 
hearts of our hearers, that renders their conversion both necessary and 
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llifficult. How then can we capture this old and rocky keep. Alas" old 
Adam is too strong for young Melancthon." 

"Then we come personally to deal with sinners, what struggling we 
have with them. If we attack a man's conscience, he takes shelter in 
his sins. Says he, "If I listen to this, I must give up such a lust, and 
such a sin. If I hearken to these words, what can I do with my darling 
vice? If I receive that doctrine. the ground is cut from under my feet." 
So away he goes and despises the truth, because it makes him despise 
himself. He hates the word, because otherwise he will soon hate his 
sins, and his love for his wickedness is greater than the love for his own 
soul. 

Oh! who shall divorce the sinner from his sins? In vain we preach 
and exhort, still is the work undone. In the recollection of this strange 
madness of mankind, we could weep out our eyes in tears, we could 
preach till our hearts were utterly dissolved, our lungs worn away, and 
our bodies ready to drop through exhaustion. No one but a true minister 
can understand the pangs, the heartfelt agony, and the sorrow of a really 
earnest pastor. To feel that Ullder God you are responsible for the souls 
of your hearers, to feel that their blood shall be upon your head, if you 
are unfaithful, is indeed no trifling position. It is one b,r which a man 
is truly honoured, but which, considering its responsibilities, we might 
all run away from, as Jonah did from Nineveh. Our comfort, however, 
rests in the thought that all power is with the Lord, and that the 
Almighty Spirit can rescue our hearers from the grasp of Satan, and 
break the iron bars of their prison. 

Let us, therefore, again, with fresh courage proclaim a crusade against 
all sin, let us in our owu persons strive to be holy and blameless, and 
ever let us beseech our Father to deliver men from "Jieshly lusts, which 
war against the soul," and totally to remove those vices which are the 
blot of our nation, and the ruin of our people. 

Oh! Lord. speedily extirpate sin from the world, and give holiness the 
throne of our race. 

5. But there is harder work yet. There is the tower of Righteous 
Self, to be brought down. 

It has been remarked that if there is one thing more difficult to over
come than our sin, it is our self-righteousness. We cannot be brought 
to esteem our own righteousness as filthy rags. Shew a man that he is 
a sinner, still he is not so bad a sinner as his neighbour. Shew him that 
he is worse than others, yet still he boasts that he can reform, and in that 
way wash out the sins of past years. Tell him the hopelessness of that 
reformation, and he thinks to accomplish some great deed whereby he 
may make his peace with God. Drive him to the last extremity, and he 
takes Christ with a reserve, that he shall help some little in the work of 
Balvation. How hard it is to bring a man into such a state that he 
shall cry 

" Nothing in my bands I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling," 
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The Pharisee, the moralist, and the ceremonialist, are the most uncort, 
querable of men, for behind the bulwarks of their own doings they lie 
securely, and who shall drive them out? Of all miracles it is the 
greatest to divide man from his righteousneBs, for this is a child of his 
own begetting, and he will love it until its death, and never will he give 
it up until it corrupts before his ey.es, and is an abhorrence instead of a. 
delight. 

II. And now; fellow soldiers, we have made a survey of the great 
strongholds of Satan, allow me to open the door of the magazine, 
and conduct you into the armoury, that we may examine the weapons of 
our warfare. • 

I shall say but little here, and must confess I have ill performed my 
first office as counter of the towers. 

The weapons of our warfare, are here described in two ways, nega
tively and positively ;-negatively, "they are not carnal"-positively, 
"they are mighty to the pulling down of strongholds." 

1. The negative description, "Our weapons are not carnal." Here let 
me remark, first, that our weapons are not supplied lnJ earthly g~ernmenta,. 
nor in the least connected with them. It was but consistent that the iron 
creed of Mohammed should be promulgated by the sabre, it was- but the 
natural utterance of his religion, when he cried " unsheathe the sword,11 
but the doctrines of Christ need not the aid of the warrior or monarch. 
It was but in keeping that the impoRture of Rome should r€st on the 
civil arm, for she is an earthborn thing, and earth can feed her. Blood 
is her natural beverage, and as the wolf doth naturally desire carnage, 
so doth she from her very nature pant for persecution, and entreats the 
civil arm to smite the heretic. But Christ's church wants no' state aid 
and should abhor all carnal weapons. We, as a body, denounce- all 
government grants, we should think that one single farthing from them 
would stain the pure, lily-white of the Baptist hand, we should count it a. 
plague spot on our denomination, if we had a single sixpence from 
government. 

We want no help from the State, and we will have none. When we 
discover that Paul and the apostles asked the aid of the Crosars, we will 
also bend the knee and pray for State patronage. Let other churches 
stand as paupers at the feet of the State, and gratefully receive endow
ments and benefactions, but we will not wear gilded fetters. Baptists 
"never will be slaves." We have not one diamond in the hilt of onr 
sword, which was given us by governors, nor does our uniform contain 
one atom of royal gold.. In this, therefore, we will still glory, that "the 
weapons of our warfaie are not carnal." • 

(2.) Again, as we rely not on Government aid, so we do not depend 
upon wealth and worldly influence. It is true we want money to carry 
on the cause of God: we want more money from some of you who are 
so miserable about giving, who say you cannot afford it, and so add lies 
to your covetousness. But we do not rest on money, our sword is not a 
golden one, we do not hope to conquer the world by such carnal means. 
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Fl\r be it from us. We love to see men of respectability, and wealth 
and standing in our churches. But would we cringe to them, never: 
not for the riches of a Crcesus. Would we bow to them ? not for the 
wealth of the Indies. Would we shape a single truth of the go$pel to meet 
their views, or pander to their tastes and prejudices? that be far from us, 
we must have the truth, if we have nothing with it. We believe-that the 
poor are often the chosen ones. The middle classes have done, and are 
doing much to spread the gospel throughout the world; and though we 
are glad when we see a few of the rich and the mighty brought in, yet we 
place no undue dependence on them, for we know that " Cursed is the 
man that tn:steth in man, and maketh flesh his arm;" but llblessed is •he 
who trusteth in the Lord, whose help is in the ·Lord his God." God 
give 'us deliverance from all trusting in worldly wealth ! 

(3.) Again, we do not hope to succeed by human·learning and eloquence. 
Most men imagine that great -success in conversion is to be att11ibuted to 
great eloquence in the pulpit. Surely say they, he must be a fluent 
speaker, who thus wins souls. Beloved, ·you know -that it is not so. 
You are well con.finned in the trnth that the Holy Ghost is the sole 

,a.gent of onr regeneration, and if we may ascribe.success.to some second 
.cause, we believe that under God, it is more owing to the prayers of the 
people, than to the eloquence of-the minister. 

Far be it from us to depreciate learning; let :the ignorant alone 
indulge in such folly ; but let even•them know that without the learning 
they despise, this blessed Bible would have been a sea.led book, ,if it had 
not been translated by learned men. While ,we do not despise learning, 
we are, at the same time, fully convinced that·.the man of,erudition must 
be fashioned by the hand of God's Spirit into ·a :minister ere he can 
preach effectually the word of God. ,It is ndt learning ·which can save 
souls. 0 learning, thou mayest read thy volumes, and pore over ·thy 
musty tomes ; thou mayest struggle with thy mighty rotundity of words, 
and proclaim the news• of thine amazing discoveries,but hearts shall not 
open to thee; thou canst not put life into the sinner's soul; thou hast 
not the weapon which can break the sinner's;heart; for" God hath not 
chosen the wise men of this world" to move the ungodly; but "the 
base things, and things that are not, to bring to naught the things tha:t 
are." Neither let eloquence be despised; it is good. God gave man 
eloquence. It is a noble gift. He ·who ·bath eloquence, whose voice, 
like a full toned organ, ·sends forth sweet music, is a man ,of mighty 
power O eloquence I what can be compared with ·thee? Thou art a 
hurricane, tearing up the stalwart oak, and sweeping down the -giants of 
the forest; yet thou art a soft zephyr, with a maiden's breath, scarce 
moving the petals of the flower, but tripping over ,the leaves, not even 
shaking the dewdrops from them. Thou art a thing • of boauty and of 
power. Tl.ou boastest that thou,art the conqueror of all things, and old 
.story saith that trees and stones do dance when thou, with flute of 
. Orpheus, dostdiscourse sweet melody. But, eloquence, thou failest here. 
What th~gh thou vt a ,whirlTmd, the Lord is: not in thy raging; and 
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if the cbruscatiol!S of genius kindle thee into a fire, yet, full often, the 
Lord is not in the fire. Some humble preacher of Jesus, whose voice 
is feeble, whose iips are stammering, whose words are scarcely connected 
-the still small voice, is blessed of God ; proving that the glory and 
power is of God, and not of man. We do not hope to convert the world 
by eloquence or by learning; and as a denomination we certainly cannot 
lay claim to a monopoly of these. 

(4.) I have one thing more to say about the weapons of our warfare not 
being carnal. There is one which some good persons I know are 
very accustomed to use, and that weapon is a timid and calculating 
reserve. There are those who reserve certain doctrines, because they a:re 
not in thevr judgment, fit to be preached in public; certain truths believed 
11,nd held •even by themselves as being Divinely revealed, which it would 
not be proper to preach. 'They have a place in the Bible, and they are 
good en011gh to be there, but they are not good enough to be preached 
from. Well, thank God, I do not understand gagging God's Bible, and 
I <lo not wish to. I never liked Erasmus after he said, that justification 
by faith and some other doctrines ·ought to be withheld from the common 
people, ·because of the conse(ijlences which would ensue, since, as he con
ceived, the common people could not understand them. The common peo
ple will understand anything that a man will make them understand; and if 
,be-cannot do this, let him give up his office. Let him never be afraid of 
any atom of God's word, there is no doctrine that we need be ashamed 
-of. There is no truth to which we need say, " Sit down there and be 
still" I believe the doct·rine of election is one that is clearly revealed 
in God"s word, and, therefore, ought to be preached; of course it ought, 
as to its driving people away and making them " hypers." Depend 
npo11 it, they will be "hyipers" if they cannot hear it. They ought to 
•hea/1" it preached with all the other truths in glorious consistency. If 
they do not hear it, they will go where they can. Quite right too. 
There it is in the Bible, and there is a way of preaching that, and there 
is a way of preaching Divine Sovereignty, which, instead of stultifying 
the conscience, and sending a church to sleep, will arouse a whole church 
of Christ. Jonathan Edward3 says, "That no sermon of his was 
·ever so much blessed, as a sermon on Divine Sovereignty." And sure I 
am, no truths of God are more calculated to alar:n, and wake up, and 
lltartle the sleeper, than those mighty truths which some think. are not 
good enough to come into pulpits. But we, brethren, who love the truth 
,of Jesus Christ, who are leagued together to preach the word of Christ 
as God may teach us; we respect all sects and all creeds, and all opinions, 
but ·we as Baptists, the elect of the elect as we reckon ourselves, we must 
preach truth. Let us stand up for it. Let us have no reserve; for that 
weapon of reserve is a carnal one, and "the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal." 

2.-The weapons of the church are also described positively. It says 
they " are mighty through :God to the pulling down of strongholds." 
St. Paul does aot tell us what these weapons are. There was no 
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necessity, for he had pre'l'iously given an inventory of them. He eaye 
they " are mighty through God." I believe the weapons to be used by 
the church of Christ are the sacred Scriptures, and the holy ordinances 
that God has ordained. The "foolishness of preaching" is to convert 
the world; not "foolish preaching," but the "foolishness of preaching," 
the manifestation of the truth, the unfurling of the banner of the cross, 
this is to be the means of victory and of triumph. The weapons that we 
use are'' mighty." Albeit the world despises them, and the philosopher 
laughs at them, yet. they are mighty. And whence do they derive their 
might? They are mighty through God. Oh I let us who are called to 
the ministry, and you who are united with us, remember that our might 
is entirely through God. I believe we are a mighty body of Christians. 
This association is a powerful body. We can do anything that God 
puts in our hearts to do. We are a mighty body, but we are mighty 
through God. Those whom God has called to the work of the ministry are 
men valiant for the truth of God. But if we have any might, if ever we are 
to be conquerors of this globe, our conquest must come through Christ. 
If ever Satan's empirn is to fall before us, and his strongholds demolished, 
it must be through God. Blessed be Jehovah's name, there are more 
for us than there ever can be against us ; for " the weapons of our war
fare are mighty through God." 

This last thought gives us e. practical conclusion. If our weapons 
have no carnal force, if their might is entirely through God, what does 
this teach us ? It teaches us, first of all, that we ought to be very 
ea,rnest in prayer, for the bringing down of the might of God, to give 
efficiency to our efforts. If I, as God's minister, and you as his people, 
can of ourselves convert sinners, then there is no need for prayer. But 
if our weapons need to be edged in heaven, if they require to be forged 
there, and if the strength of these arms must come from God, then how 
earnest ought we to be in prayer. This is where we fail; we are not 
praying men as we ought to be. Oh! let us confess our sins this after
noon. Might not the beam and the stone cry out from the wall of our 
closet against us? Oh I could not the place where we usually kneel lift 
up a voice and say, "Alas, ]\faster, I have seldom borne thy. weight?" 
Oh ! have the walls run with the moisture of our breath through earnest 
prayer? That is now an unheard of thing. Have we spent hours in the 
darkness of the night wrestling with Jesus? Have you not been content 
with going up on Sunday to Chapel, sitting in your pews, and going back 
again, and perhaps, saying 'A very thin congregation;' or, 'It was pretty 
full,' and there it ended ? Why, brethren, a sermon is never ended. It 
certainly has not ended when the minister has done delivering it; he 
has only started it. He has given you an instrument with which to 
probe your own soul; which you should go home and use. There is 
the sermon, you must go home and pray over it. Oh I may God stir us 
all up! We are not half Christians; we are not the mighty men God 
loves, and whom he delights to honour. ·what are our Prayer Meetings 
often? Just a few gathered together. If there happen to be here and 
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there a larger congregation, that is an exception; it is a thing to wonder 
at. But should it be eo? No I If strength were in carnal weapons, 
you need not wonder, but since the power is of Gorl, and God alone, O, 
-how earnest should we be there I Oh I how we should besiege God's 
throne, and cry clay and night, and give him no rest till he lift up our 
churches, and pour such a blessing upon us, that we should not have 
room enough to receive it. 

Then, again, we should add to our prayer,faith. For prayer without 
faith is a solemn mockery. lle who brings an offering of prayer, and, 
like Cain, is unbelieving, has accomplished nothing by the exercise. He 
who bends his knee, and believes not that God will hear him, dishonours 
God. We want faith. God loves faith, and honours faith. Oh! we 
are not men of faith I When we read the biographies of some men, we 
are startled ; we do not believe such and such a thing. lt cannot be 
credited, simply because such a man 

" Doth bestride the narrow world 
Like a Colossus, and we little men 
Walk under his huge legs, and peep about 
And find ourselves dishonourable dwarfs." 

God send us more giants. Faith, like Sampson, graspeth the two 
pillars of Satan's temple, and pulleth them down. We want faith in 
God's word, and in the Spirit's promised and all potent influences. vVe 
want to go to battle in the certainty of victcry. vV e want to unsheath 
the sword, and know that we shall conquer, "by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of our testimony." The Lord send us faith in his holy 
name; and to the Trinity then will unceasing glory be given through all 
the world I 

Dearly beloved, it may seem proper that I should offer some apology 
for having, while but a youth, preached to this association. I shall, 
however, make none whatever; you requested me to preach, and I have 
done so. No apology can be expected for having fulfilled your own 
desire. Allow me, knowing the faults of my discourse, to commend to 
you the example of Ruth, who, having gleaned an abundance, threshed 
the corn, left the straw in the field, and carried home only the wheat. 
Do so with my sermon. Forget all that is out of place or unprofitable ; 
but I charge you, if you have heard precious truths, treasure them in 
your memories, and let them be emborlied in your practice, 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF STAYING THE MIND O:N GOD. 
Thou wilt keep him in perfect pe11ce whose rnin<l is sto.yed on thee, because he 

trustelh in tbee."-Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

THESE words of the prophet express the constant exercise of filial 
trust-faith "staying itself" on God ia relation to the events 
and circumstances of life. There is a "thought for the morrow" 
which is proper, and becoming a regard to the future plans and purposes, 
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wishes and hopes, yea, even apprehensions and anxieties, which are all 
natural, reasonable, and right ; but there is a fear "that hath torment''' 
-there is a care that is sinful-there are sxpectations that are presum
tuous-there is a way of thinking about what may happen and of wishing 
to determine, that seems to forget that there is a God above us, or which 
could only be justified on the ground that we ourselves governed the 
world. A Christian man, that realizes the fact that " all his times are 
in God's hands"-that "He fixes the bounds of his habitation" and 
determines and "perfects that which concerns him," who -lives under 
the Yivid and constant recollection, not only of the personality, but of 
the fatherhood of God; who really believes that in the divine mind 
there is a paternal plan and purpose respecting him-that his •1 heavenly 
Father knoweth what he bath need of,"-that if "he seek first," and 
keep his eye on the '' kingdom of God," "all other things shall be 
added unto him,"-that "all other things are working together for 
good," both present and ultimate; that a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground without "the will of God,"-and that any one of His children 
is, in His estimation "of more value than many sparrows;" that to 
those " who commit their way unto the Lord, he will give the desire of 
their hearts;" that life and death, riches and poverty, birth or bereave.
ment, honour or neglect, all the events and circumstances of life, are 
God's servants-whose action be at once directs and limits-regulating 
everything "according to the council of His own will ;"'--he who 
thoroughly believes all this, and all other connected trutbs,-to whom it 
is an ever present reality, that infinite wisdom, rectitude, and love, are 
presiding over and directing all his concerns -who " casts his care" and 
"stays his soul" on Him, in whom these perfections centre-that mar;i 
cannot but be saved from the perturbations and anxieties which disturb 
and torment the worldly mind, and must habitually be kept in that 
" perfect peace," which flows alike from the faith and the love that 
"casts out fear." This is "the peace of God," the heart that is filled 
with it cannot easily have its tranquillity disturbed. It is kept from 
murmuring at what God does, from petulence and impatience for what he 
<loes not. It can confide, and wait; it can believe, and be thankful, it 
can trust and hope; it can suffer and be satisfied. Robust aud healthy 
religious faith thus sustains and perpetuates instrumentally "the peace 
of God," in the soul of man. To it, life has comparatively no trouble, 
death and the grave no terror. They who thus live and walk by faith, 
find for their feelings fitting utterance, in glowing and excellent words 
like these, " God is our refuge and strength ; therefore will we not fear, 
though the earth be removed, and the mountains carried into the midst 
of the sea." "If I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they com
fort me." Happy is the people that is in such a case ; yea, " happy is 
the people whose God is the Lord." Thus, dear reader, '' May the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, keep yo\U" hearts and JDinds 
through Christ Jesug." 

B 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE WAR, 
JIY THE BEV, NEW.MAN BALL1 A,B,1 AUTHOR OF "COME TO JESUS.'' 

THE BATTLE OF THE ALMA, 

CONTEMPLATE the scene! A hundred 
thousand immortal beings-born to 
live for ever-the children of one God 
-are in arms, lll'l'ayed age.inst one 
another to !rill and to destroy! The 
allied armies advance steadily towards 
the fortified heights occupied by the 
foe; they are all in the highest exul
tation-they all look forward to victory 
with its horrors and its spoils-and now 
they are within gun-shot-the bat
teries open fire-the troops push on
wards amidst an unceasing storm of 
cannon-balls and bullets, which Clll'l'Y 
destruction through their ranks
every momentmen drop down wounded 
and dead-yet the survivors press for
ward-in their turn they launch the 
bolts of death-they gain the heights 
-there is a fierce but momentary 
struggle-the Russians fly-the allies 
occupy their camp-the fight is over? 

Ah, but what fearful hr.voc has red 
battle wrought during those brief three 
hours! There are nearly ten thousand 
i;nen lying in their blood on that green 
turf, which a few days before had 
looked so peaceful in the sunshine ! 
Nearly ten thousand men ! Of these 
how many, who that morning were 
full of lu~ty life, were by one blow 
hurried into eternity ! Penitent or 
impenitent-prepared or unprepared, 
from the excitement of that battle, in 
one moment hurried before their judge. 
And the rest? 0 walk over the scene 
of battle, if you co.n endure the sights 
li.nd sounds of agony which there 
awe.it you. Friends o.nd foes, there 
they lie, amid heaps of the ale.in, with 
mangled bodies, the blord flowing 
from untended wounds, their coun
tenances all ghastly pale, crying out 
for help, entreating for a drop of 
water in their feverish thirst. Yet 
there the greater po.rt lie ell that night 

many hours on the colli ~round-and 
era morning mo.ny a brave heart ceases 
to beat; and they who survive, what 
hours and days of protracted suffi!'ing 
awe.it them ere they can be conveyed 
to some hospital, and properly cared 
for ! And they are all our brothe'l'a
all those whom we coll the enemy! 
Poor fellows! Young lads-ignorant 
peasants-wretched slaves--compelled 
by a master they dare not disobey, to 
fight, in a co.use they do not under
stand, ago.inst men they never saw, and 
with whom they have bad no quarrel. 
Yesi all of those thousands of wounded 
and dead belong to the ~·reat human 
family; they a.re of mankind-our kind 
or kin-our kindred or relatives-as 
the word mankind implies ; and each 
bad a mother who fondled the gentle 
infant, little thinking of such a day of 
blood. Yes; and they-most of them, 
at least-bad some who loved them; 
and this day, in Russia, in France, in 
England, bow many houses of mourn
ing are there! what hopes suddenly 
blighted! what joys in a moment 
snatched away! the prop and pride of 
how many a family is gone ! And 
while there is the certainty of grief 
in some houses, there is the ugony of 
suspense in muny more. 

On the persons of many of the slain 
were found miniatures of wives, or 
mothers, or beloved friends. Ah, they 
will meet no more. How many widows' 
tears flow at the mention of the word 
Almo. ! How many a po.rent mourns 
for a beloved son, buried on that 
battle-field! How many an anxious 
wife or mother is picturing o. beloved 
one, suffering-perhaps dying-from 
wounds not adequately tended, and 
from want of tho.t gentle nursing 
which, alas ! she vainly longs to mini
ster. 0 who co.n estimate tLe total 
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amount of rniscn resulting from this 
one battle-the first enco11~1ter of our 
troops! But this is perhaps only the 
beginning of sorrows. Who can tell 
bow many other fights-and even 
more sangu~ary-shall follow, ere 
this dreadful war is closed ? 

Is it surprising that some persons 
should beliern all war, under any pre
tenc~, to be auti-christian? or is it 
surprising, if some who, at the begin
ning, thought this war necessary, 
should now reconsider that judgment? 
At least, ought not ell people to regard 
war itself, however justifiable on some 
occasions, a most terrible calamity to 
those who win, as well as to those who 
lose? that every effort should be 
m&.de to avert it-that it should never 
be resorted to but as a last extremity; 
and when all attempts to prevent it 
have failed, and when what is resisted 
would certainly entail more evils on 
humanity? Yes; we have gained a 
victory; but the details of that battle 
have made the public more familiar 
with the horrors of war ; and I trust 
will operate, not in fomenting, but in 
quenching the most insane and suicidal 

passion which ever burnt in hnrnan 
breasts. How atrociously wicked does 
that ambition become, which co.uses 
all this misery! What will not he 
have to answer for, who, by his unsa
tiable aggressions, and his hee.rtless 
obstinacy, necessitates such bloody 
encounters as the alternative to the 
more slow but still more destructive 
agencies of despotism ! And how it 
should show to us, that no crime can 
well be greater than to provoke a war 
by national vanity and ambition! 
Yee., how we should feel, that even 
though we may approve of defensive 
we.r, almost any concession, however 
unjustly required, yet consistent with 
safety, should be made, rather than 
appeal to e.rbitrement which decides 
generally not for the justest, but for 
the strongest side-which is deter
mined by such things as numbers, 
skill, bravery, and wealth, rathnr than 
by truth and equity, and which, to 
avert possible evils, is always und 
certainly attended with calamities 
which may easily prove-as with few 
exceptions they hav.i proved-fe.r 
greater than those sought to be averted. 

THE GOOD MANS PROSPECT OF FUTURE BEESSEDNESS, SUGGESTED BY A 
REVIEW OF PA.ST MERCIES. 

•• s,,,,..111 goodn,SB and 7MTC1J shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell I" the 
.ltou,e oftlu! Lordfor ever."~Psa. :uiii. 6. 

THERE are three things in thie expression 
or the Psalmist. 

Firs.t.-There is F nlll FAITH. " Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me.'' They 
have foJlowed me hitherto and J believe 
they will follow me to the eud. 44 Goodness 
and mercy!" These are just the two things 
into which God's benifieence, generaUy con
sidered, naturally divide,; itself. u Goodness" 
to creata.res: " mercy'· to sinful creatures. 
An angel is the object of the one, man of both. 
Ascreatures,:J' goodness j-afi sinners, umercy;'' 
and the good man ~ays, 'I needed both. I 
have had both all my days; and surely they 
shall follow me all my days!' 

Seco1tdly.-There is also the idea of SET
TLED PuaPos1L II All the days of my life 
C will dwell in the honse of the Lord.'' Ae 
if he had add t'h.ere shall be a. corresponding 
pupose; there shall be a reaolution in me, 

meeting the manifestation In God. I have 
been brought, through the epiritual experi
ence of my life, to thls intimate commnnion 
with God, and thi~ enjoyment of Rpiritual 
happine••· And as to the feast, while I feel 
it to be a feast upon o. sacrifice, it le a feast 
in a temple, itis a.communion of the soul with 
God the,·e; and may I never leave It, never 
go out! I feel myself to be a priest, and I 
would dwell in the bouee of the Lord for 
ever and u inquire in his temple." By daily 
exer~isee of devotion, by the varied opera
tions of a child-like faith, by holy familiarity 
with divine tbingo. I will •ecm to myself to 
be constantly engaged in God's service beret 
and thus •• all the days of my appointea 
time" will I wor~hip and we.it, 1 

• till my 
change come:• 

Thirdly.-Then there 1B the AseUR4NOB 
or EXPEOTATION AND HoPL Taking the 
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lnnguago In tho other sen,:m, '' l will dwell here; which, hl')weverrich, n.re still mingled. 
ln the houRe of the Lord for ever." We take I am Atill II in the presence of my enemies;'• 
tho fe.ith nnd feeling of the good man to and though they do not prevent me, or come 
expand and enlarge, till they embrace the near me, stiJI they suggest feelingR and 
great and ultimate future of the life that is thoughts that partake of fear, and occasion a 
to be; and he says, 1 I feel that I have been neces~ity for wn.tchfulness, and for the exer
led onwards to that. These capacities and eise of duties from which I shall one day be 
o.ffection~ of mine, the stirring of a spiritual delivered. I shall pass away-from the feast 
life within me, were never made to find here, rich as it is, to a richer and a better; 
perfection here. I carry within myself, in for I shall" sit down at the marriage supper 
my own religious consciousness, a prophecy, of the Lamb.'' Or, to change the figure, I 
an earnest of something greater than the believe reR-soning from the past and the ,pre~ 
life which now is; and I believe that I shall sent to that which h to come, that I shall 
"dwell in the house of the Lord for ever;•· pass away from thi!-1 lower Rcene, those verdant 
and the goodness and the mercy that have and pleasant pastures, only to find myself in a 
follow-ad me hitherto, and which I believe higher world, one of that flock of which it is 
will follow me stiU, shall effloresce and bear said, u And the Lamb that is in the midst of 
fruit in the upper world, in the blessedne~R the throne sho.11 lead them to living fountains 
which is prepared for the people of God. I of water; and they i:.hall hunger no more, 
believe itl I believe that I shall pass away neither thirst any more, neither shall the 
from the rich satisfactions of the i;;piritual life son light on them, nor any heat:• 

GOING HOME. 
THE evening of life! Have these 

wor?s .a melancholy sound ? They 
tell 1t 1s true, that the bright sun
shine of youth and manhood is past, 
that the health and the energy 
which impelled our steps in the 
path of usefulness, have departed, 
that the night of death will soon 
gather round us, when we must 
close our eyes upon all that is 
loved and lovely here. 

But are these facts unwelcome 
to the christian? Nay, are they 
Dot rather the incentives of his 
hope and his joy? Long a stran
ger and a pilgrim upon earth, 
do they not assure him that he is 
now on the borders of that country 
which he has so earnestly been 
seeking? The worldling may 
mourn over the flowers which have 
withered in his graMp; but the 
Christian has a treasure laid up in 
heaven, and his heart is there also. 
The orphan spirit may shrink from 
the prospect of an unknown eter
nity; but the child of G11d cannot 
but rejoice in the thought of soon 
going home. 

The evening of life! Aged Chris
tian, an everlasting moming of 
joy and gladness will soon dawn 
upon you; redeemed and perfected 
spirit, "Now is your salvation 
nearer than when you believed." 
The things which are not seen and 
eternal are every moment approach
ing closer to you ; the promised 
inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, 
and never fading, will soon be 
actuall;, yours. 

Meditate on the glory which shall 
presently be revealed. Consider 
how perfect in its nature, and how 
perpetual in its duration, is the 
happiness which God has provided 
for you in his everlasting kingdom. 
An eminent minister who was 
spending an afternoon with some 
Christian friends, was observed to 
be unusually silent. On being 
roused from his reverie by a ques
tion which was addressed to him, 
he said that he had been absorbed 
in the contemplation of eternal 
happiness, "Oh! my friends," he 
exclaimed, with an energy which 
arrested the attention of all pr~sent, 
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"think what it is to be for ever 
with the Lord ; for ever I FOR 
EVER I FOR EVER!•' 

Mark with thankfulness the 
shadows of !)vening as they deepen 
around you, for they are the neces
sary precursors of the coming day. 
Calmly and trustingly as an infant 
that slumbers on its mother's bosom, 
you will soon "sleep in Jesus," to 
awake in that purer and happier 

world, which has no need of the 
sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it ; for the glory of God doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof. Absent from the 
body you will at once "be present 
with the Lord;" "you will behold 
his face in righteousness;" you 
will " be s>Ltisfied, when you awake, 
with his likeness." 

w. 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
Is reference to the war with Russia, we 

ha.ve only to repeat what we have been saying 
the last six mouths, that official imbecility 
has brought eYerything ton. dead lock. Un .. 
der the present system nothing is doing, 
nothing can be done. Mr. Cobden at Leeds, 
and Mr. Bright at Manchester, have been 
delivering addresses altogether condemnatory 
of the war. And had we been of a different 
opinion to these gentlemen, the conduct of 
the government would have excited in our 
bosoms still stronger indignation. The Houses 
of Parliament resumed their sittings on 
Tuesday, 23rd ult., aud while we are penning 
this brief article, Mr. Roebuck. in his place 
in Parliament, it is probable, may be 
denouncing the incapables, and, we fear

1 also the incurables, in bis own peculiu.r ana 
powerful manner. The war spirit however, 
seems to hal"'e t.aken possession of the public 
mind, approaching almost to a mania. Wo.r 
and glory 1s not merely the cry of military 
bravos, it is tbe watchword of a sectiou of the 
religious newBpaper press. We have been 
distressed while reading some of the leaders 
put forth in the" l'atriot," and the u British 
Banner," and fully sympathize with Mr. 
Bright in his strictures upon the latter belli .. 
cose journal, which bas even gone so far in 
giving vent to its own despotic spirit, as to 
extol the policy of Napoleon III, in placing 
the French press under the most rigorouA cea .. 
aorship, and in insinuating the desirableness, 
on the part of our government, of ex~rcising 
the same despoti.1;m in gagging the u Times,'' 
and other portions of the British press, who 
take an ad verRe course to the ministry 1n 

reference to their manner of conducting the 
present war. 

11 There is another class of newspapers,'" 
1aid Mr. Bright, at the Manchester meeting, 
"of whom I would i;peak even in other terms, 
the.t class which bas become somewhat of 
le.te, called religious newt.papers, established 
&pparently to shew how little they are in .. 
fiuenced by the principles of religion. Now 
I will take one of them aa an eumple. I am 

told it is edited by a minister of the Christian 
religion, learned also, called u Doctor.'' I 
allude to a paper called the" British Danner."' 
(Hisses ) Now, I l1ave seen that paper 
lately, by accident, and find that not only is 
it not content with making a peace upon the 
terms which have been offered by our 
own Government, and by the French Govern .. 
meat, and by the Anlitria.n Government, and 
by the Prussian Government, to llusRia,
but it deuounces the Government, if the 
Government dares to stay the slaughter, and 
refuses to carry on this war for ulterior, and, 
I believe, impoasible objects. 1 presume a 
miniater of the Chri~tian religion tells from 
his pulpit that a Ringle immortal soul weighs 
more in the eye of God than all the temporary 
concerns and interest~ of lhi8 planet. 80,00Q 
men at lea:-at have been i:;]aughterod, or have 
died of disen.se in the course ~f this war, in 
the vRrio11s armies engaged, yet the appetite 
of this religious newspaper ia not t1ated. I 
should like to know what affinity there le 
between the salvo.ti'>n of the soul, and tha 
mangling and slaughter of the body. (Cheer•.) 
And what •ort of Christianity i• it that this 
man deals out, who doles it out along with 
incentives to carnage? (Cheem.) If it W&!:I 
forbidden to the Hebrew monarch to lay tha 
foundation of a temple to the Supreme 
Jehovah, because he made wars, and wo.~ a 
man of hlood, shall it, in this time of Chrie,.. 
tian light, be permitted, Lhiok ye, that & 
man like this, who hounds on the people to 
hound on the Government to the furt.her 
destruction of human life, shall he be per
mitted to build up that universal and that 
durable temple which Christianity is destined 
to form in the hearts of mankind? ( Loud 
cheering-.) 

In anticipation of Mr. Roebuck's Motion. 
for em111iri11g into the mnnner in whioh the 
war hns been conducted by the Government 
Lord John Hussell has abandoned his Col
leagues, u1--signiug 89 a reason his inabi1ity 
to defend th~ course they have punmed. Tho 
MlniJ!ters were defeated by majority of 167. 
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LONDO• BAPTIST ABBOCIATIOS",-Whatever 
reason may be o.asigned for the fact, it is 
certRtn the.tan Aseocie.tion meeting in London 
lt1 very different from one m the country 
Perhaps the minister~ o.nd members of the 
several churche9 meet so often thn.t an annual 
ge.tbering is no novelty; perl1ape the walk 
through London streets, or the jolt in an 
omnibus or cab, has fewer attractions than 
the Whitountide jaunt by railroad or pleasant 
country lane; or perhaps the thmg has es
caped due attention amid the throng of 
metropolitan claims ;-but certain it is, that 
the London Particular Daptist A.ssocio.tion, 
holding, as it doee, from a sense of duty, a 
meeting every year, has only given generally 
the impression of being a somewhat dull 
affair. Indeed, it is not enlivening either to 
preacher or hearer to find one·s self in New 
Park Street Chapel with a congregation of 
seventy people, on a January week-day after
noon! This year, we are bound to say, Rll 
waB different. The popularity of the Rev. C. 
H. Spurgeon, the recently settled pastor at 
New Park Street,attracted a.crowded audience 
on the afternoon of the 10th instant. The 
metropolitan churches of the denomination 
appeared for the most part well represented, 
the only noticeable exception being the ab-
1ence of several lea.ding minister, owing, ns 
was explained, to the Quarterly Mission 
Committee being bolden, by some mi11chanee 
which will probably not occur again, upon 
the oame day. The preacher treated with 
much earnestness on the II strongholds'' of 
the Evil One that we are called to subdue, 
and on" the wee.pons of our warfare,'' which 
are II mighty through God'' to th~ ta11k. The 
vigour and originality of the sermon, we 
cannot forbear remarking, t:.1tfficiently ac
counted to uo for the popularity of the youth
ful preacher, nnd indicated powers which, 
with due culture, may by the dh·ine ble~sing 
greatly and usefully serre the church in 
days to come. .A very large company 
remained in the cha.pet to tea, and in the 
evening the place wns thronged to overflowing 
for the public mceting,-which, however. 
was not distinguisbe(l by nny feature worthy 
of remark, save the delivery of two or three 
brief, eimple, evangelicnl addresses. It 
appe11rs that mo.ny churches in London are 
not connected with the ,\ssociatioo, o.nd of 
those which are, t:.cvernl Hent no reports. No 
complete statistics, therefore, could be pre~ 
••nted. Of those churches from which lettero 
were read, most seemed stntionnry,-some 
were prosperous. The nccounts, perhaps, on 
the whole, were quite equal to the average. 
-The Freeman. 

Wn have presented our reo.det's with an e.c
ourate report of the sennon above referred to, 
taken in ohort hand by an eminent reporter, 

MR. SroRov.oN" AT Exi:-:TE:a HALL.---On the 
WTapper of our present number an advertise-
ment appears, announcing that on the second 
So.bbath in February, and seven foilowing 
Lord's-days, Mr. S. will preach morning 
and evening, in the large room, E:xeter Ha11; 
and we have 110 doubt of this spacious building 
being completely filled. 

NEW CHAPELS. 
Halifa •• North Parade.-Thl8 handsome. 

chape], with school3 underneath, the cost 
of which, including the gronnd, is £3,350, 
was Opened for divine worehip, Dec. 28th. 
The Hev. Alex. Raleigh of Rotherham, 
preached on the occasion i and on the fol
lowing Lord's-day, sermons were preached 
by the Rev. R. Ingham. theministeroftbe 
place, and the Rev. J. Lewit, or Coventry. 

Devonport, Rope .J'hapel, Fore Btrut.-On 
Jan. 16th, this Npacious and elegant bull
ding W&l-1 opened for divine l!lervice; the 
Rev .W. Brock of London, preached morning 
and evening. Some parties had come from 
great distances; from Bridgewater, North
ampton~hire, and Liverpool. On the fol
lowing Thursday a. tea meeting was held 
In the large ball of the Mechanics lnstitnte. 
There were preseat about 800 person■. 
The collections amounted to £ l 10. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
Reade, Northamptonshire.-Jan. 1st, or the 

Rev. W. Sutton, late of Bythorne, Hunts. 
Tile Rev. J. T. Brown, of College Street, 
Northampton, prencbed in the afternoon. 
After tea a Public Meeting was held, in. 
which the Revs. J. Lea of Moulton. J. 
Litchfield of Kingsthorpe, J. Pywell of 
Northampton, T. Mnniott of Milton, 
J. P. Haddy of Ra,·ensthorpe, T. Cham
berlain, of Po.ttishnl I, R. Turner of Dlht:,.
worth, and W. Hedge, of Sulgrave took 
part. 

Prest•i.qne.-Dec. 27th, of the Rev. W. T. 
Davies. _The introductory discourse was . 
delivered by the Rev, C. Short, A.H., of 
Swansea. The charge to the minister wu 
delivered by the ltev. D. Evans, his former 
pastor The Rev$. S. Blackmore, ond 
\V, D. Ingham, nlso took pnrt in the service. 

Inskip1 11ear Preston, Lancashire --Jan. 2nd. 
of Mr. Compton. The usnRl questions wel"9 
proposed by tile Rev.C.Willinmsof Accring
ton. Tho charge to the minister wn.s 
delivered by the Hev. W. Walters of H•li
fax, and the Rev. llngh Stowell Brown of 
Live11>ool, preached to the people. 

Barnsley, Yorkshire.-Jt1n. 2nd, of the Rev. 
B. G. Wilson. The Rev. H. Dowson of 
Bradford, preached in the morni11g on the 
constitution of the Christinn church) from 
Epb. iv. 4-6; and in the afternoon Mr. D. 
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delivered an oddl'ess to the church, froh1 
Pse.. xxx,·ii. 3. The Rev. J. P. Chown 
(Mr. W.'e former pai:itor) vroposed the usnal 
questions, and delivered an impressive 
charge to the pf\stor from Acts vi. 10 In 
the evening suit.able addresses were deli
vered by the Re"t"s, Dr. Bewgla.ss, H. Dow• 
eon, J. P. Chown, and ll. Beddow (Inde
pendent.) 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 
Appledore, Devon.-The Rev. E. Hands, late 

of Bristol College, has accepted the pas-
- tomte. 
.d.rli11gton_ GUJucestershire.-Mr. Mombert, 

from. Stepney College, has accepted an 
invitation to the Pastorate. 

JVoolu,ich, Queen Street.-The Rev. John 
Cox has been compelled, through ill health, 
to resign the pastorate of the church meet
ing here. 

Emsworth, H ant.s.-The Rev. E. Davis, from 
High Wycombe. 

High Wvcombe.-The Rev. D. Pledge, from 
St. Peter's. 

Hook Norton.-The Rev. W. lllaizey, fl'om 
Studley, Warwickshire. 

Hunslet, near Leeds.-The Rev. John Be.mber 
has resigned the pastorate. 

PRESE:STATION SERVICES. 

Newport, M ontgomeryihire, Commercial Street. 
On January 4th, the Rev. W. Aitchison 
was presented with a purse of twenty 
guineas from the church and congregation, 
as an expression of their kindly regard and 
esteem. 

Lea, Kent.-Dec. 27, a valedictory service 
was held oo the occasion of the removal of 
the Rev.John Crawford to Cork. Mr. e. 
was presented with a purse of fifty guineas, 
ag a testimony of the esteem and regard in 
which he was held by tbe people formerly 
under his charge. The meeting was presi~ 
ded over by the Rev Joshua Russell,and nn 
address delivered by Mr. Allan Templeton. 

London.-Testimonial to Rev. W. A. Blake, 
Pastor of the Baptist Church, Shouldham 
Street, l:Jryanstone Square.-A meeting of 
the committee and friends of the u Soldiers' 
Friend and Army Scripture Readers' 
Society,'' was held a few evenings t1ince at 
the offices of the Society, 14 and 15, Exeter 
Hnl11 for the purpose of presenting the Rev. 
W. A. lllake, who has held the office of 
Honorary Secretary to the society, with a 
testimonial in token of their appreciation 
of bis untiring and efficient services from 
the 1,ociety·s formation. The testimonial 
corn,isted of a very haodf;ome watch and 
cha.in, which bore a most imitable inscrip
tion. This wa1; presented to Mr. Illake by 
M. Brami-;on, Esq.1 a member of the com
mittee. Mr. Blake brietiy returned thankH, 
after which the iutereDtiug 1n·oceeding8 
Urmiuate<l. 

Chelsea, Paradue Chapel.-On WednesdAy 
Jan. 3, a Hocinl meeting of the church and 
congregation connected with the above 
place of worship, was held, when addresHes 
on the importance of chrh:1tio.n effort and 
kindred topics, were delivered by Me:1srs. 
Whimper. Sto.go.11, Robinson, and AHle. 
In the course of the evening Mr Gusterson, 
the Senior Dencon of the church, t>resented 
the Po.stor1 the Rev. Thomas ~J. Cole, with 
o. purHe and its contents. as a small token 
of the esteem and cbristian affection of the 
attendants upon his ministry. 

3abden.-J an. 3, the Baptist church here 
presented their friend, brother, and former 
pastor, Mr. Griffiths with a handsome tri
bute of their high esteem of his character, 
and grateful remembrance of bis faithful 
nnd devoted labours amongst them. Du
ring bis four years pastorate, wllicb,on ac
account of ill health be was compelled to 
resign, eighty-seven persons were added 
to the church by baptism. 

Dor.:hester.-Jan. 2, a public Tea Meeting 
was held in the Baptist Chapel in celebrn
tion of the liquidation of the debt upon the 
place After tea, the Rev. G. l{erry, the 
present pastor, was presented by the deacon 
on behalf of the ladieo of the congrega
tion, with B purse of gold, in acknowledge
ment of the services he bad rendered in 
the removal of the debt. Doring the 
evening, several pieces of mnsic were 
performed in a superior style by the Choir. 

BAPTISMS. 

•., • Our record of BaptismR may become still 
more ample, if our brethren in town and 
country will te.ke the trouble to forward to 
us timely notice of their occurrence,-Eo.] 

.Aberdeen, Scotland, Nov. 26.-One by lllr. 
Perkins . 

.dber•yclian Engli>h. Dec. 10_-Two. 
Birmingham, Heneage Street, Dec. 8.-Nine 

by Mr. Te.ylor. 
Bow,Middlesex,Nov.26.-Two by Mr. Balfern. 
Burnham, SoMerset, Nov. 5.-'J.'wo by Mr. 

Biggs. 
Caine, Wilts, Cassie Street, Dec. 7,-Three by 

Mr. Middleditch, Sen. 
C,·ay.ford, Kent, Nov. 26.-One by lllr. 

Hosken." 
Bury, Ebenezer Chapel, Dec. 3.-One by lfr. 

Harvey. 
Earby, Yorkshire, Nov. 5.-Four in the river 

at Rix o'clock in the morni11g, in the pre
sence of o. la.rgo congregation, by Mr. 
Ryle.nd. 

Foll,eslone, First Baptist O/iapel, Nov. 3.
Fonr by Mr Jones. 

Haddenham, Bucks, Nov. 29.-Two by Mr. 
Tyler. 

Halifax, Pellon Lane, Nov. 29.-Three by 
the Pastor, 

Ipswicli, Turret Green, Nov. 5.-Four by Mr. 
Lord, 
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I,enml,,_qton, Nov. G.-Two I.Jy Dr. Wlmllow. 
Leleelter, A.rchdracon La11e, lJoc. 3.-1.-"our by 

Mr. Stevern,on. 
Liverpool, Stanliope Street, Dec. 3.- Four by 

Mr. Hughes. 
London1 Providence Chapel, Shoreditch, Nov. 

20.-~ovon by Ml". C. 8milh. 
--- Eldon Strcot, Moor.field,, (Welch) 

Oct. 29.-Three by Mr. Willlnms. 
Newcastle-m,-Tyne, Bewick Street, Nov. 1~ 

Six by Mr. Pottenger. 
Orford Hill, Dec. 3.-l'onr, 
Pelcrbnrou_qli, Nov_ lt-Four; o.nd Dec. 3, ono 

by Mr. llarrRso. 
Poc::~~:.ear London, JaIL 28.-Four by Mr. 

Prest!"', Lenning Street, Nov. 7.-Two by 
Mr, Bugby. 

Sardi,, Pembrokeshire, Dec.10.-Two by Mr. 
Morgan. 

Bh~IJi•ld, Eyre Street, Dec, 17 ~seven by 
the Pastor. 

Wal,eorth, Ea,t Street, Dec. 3.-Three by 
Mr. Chislett. 

Wi_qan, King Street, Dec, 10.-Sl.x by Mr. 
Edwardo. 

llEATIJS. 

.J.rmalrrm_q, Mr,. wire of Rev. W. Ji:. Arm-
1tro11g, A.U., Baptist .Mini~ter, Jan. 18, at 
Afihton•umler-Lync. 

D"aumo11t, Reu, Dr. o.t Jln11. Jan. 21, while 
giving 011L the scconil hymn, In Wnltluun 
Street Pulpit. The effect npon t11e coni:;-re
gntion who wltne~sc<l this aolemn scene, 

may be Imagined bnt cannot be de-sr.ribed. 
Gutttridgt Mrs. Mury, Jan.121 at St. Peters 

Bedford, ngcd 65 years. 
Jonea, Rn,, lJ. HIICCt!~l-lsr r,f the Joto Cbritct

mas Evnns, ~ov. 9, at Cardiff, aft.er II fevr 
doyo lllue.s. 

Mill ad, Paul, Esq ., Jan. 19, ol Camden Town, 
aged 72 ycnrs 

Sober, Mrs . .An11e, ]Rte of Kemp Town, 
Drl,:-hton, Jan. 15, nged 76 years. The 
dccenAcd lady, who was1 the daaghtcr 
of the late 1'. Kemp, Esq., !\LP., forLewes, 
was eminently tli~ting-uhthcd for her 
liberality in the cnusc of Christ. 

Toms, Mrs. wife of Mr. J. Toms, Jo.n. 11, at 
Chard. 

A few Copies may be bad, PBICB ONE IlALFPENXY, of 

THE BAPTIST MESSENGER, and CHRONICLE OF THE CIIURCIIES> 
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Splritnal Restorations by the R11v. C. H. 
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Practical Illnstrations of Chnrnctor-Rev. S. 
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Heart A ttrnctions. 
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The Happy Mioor. 
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NOTICE. 
NEW PARK STREET CHA.PEL, SOUTHWARK being closed for en

largement, lhe REV. C. H. SPUBGEGN will preach in the LARGE ROOM, 
Exeter Hall, Strand, on February 11th, and Seven following Lord's-days. 
Services Quarter before Ele..-en, and Hair-past Six. 
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GLIMPSES OF JESUS, DyW. P. DALPERN, 

"Mr. Balfern bas dwelt sweetly on the preclou• character or Je.,us.''-T/ie 01,ri,tian 
~nnotator, 

11 Those who love to' sco Jesus' will find him hero porlrnycd with n loving hnnd; those 
who ore seeking how they mo.y find Wm, will not question this oracle in Vl\in. 1'-T/ie Church. 

"A tono of deep nnd nxpcrimcnto.1 pioty ]>Orvndes every pn~o. The uppt'al~ to lhc for
rnnllst o.n<l cnrclcs:-1 urc Jlointed and ott'ecttonate, nnd to the nnlil'tcd believer Uhl I.Jook wlll Lu:, 
u. trco.suro indeed. lt merits o. wide clrculatlou."-Weslcyan 1'i111i·s· 

Lon<lon Ward an<l Co., 27, Poternostcr !(ow, 
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LONDON BRIDGE, 

IEronntonger11, 11n'tr Jrurnfisbfng mtn:re!)ou1e, 
ESTADLISIIED A.O. 1700. 

DEANE'S TABLE CUTLERY 
fia.s, for more thn.n 150 ycnrs, recch·c,.r Extensive and Increasing Public Po.tronago. The 
Stock, compri~i1;~ IVOJtY, BONE, HQI!N . and STAG IIA.NJ)l..t-; s, stnndt1 unrlvnl!cd 
in Extent n.11d Voriety: the prices a·ro thc·lowest, o.nd the quality of the Steel the very best. 

Deane's ].~numcnt llazor& nnd London-briclg~· Strops ·are preferred -by the best ·judgc!I 
to any other. Their Pen and Pocket Knivc:11 6d. each and upwnrtlit, o.nd Ladles' Scisson of 
every_descriptioo, are all of the finest quality. 

DRA WING~ROOM STOVES. · 
A lasgc nnd ha111loome collectiou·of BRIG IIT. STOVES, for the dr,.wing or dining-morn, 

embracing- nll the newest designs, is n.hvnys ou SALB. in ,tho Stovo and . !.-ender deportment 
of DEANE, DRAY, and Co:s estahlh1hment. They hciYe applied to tl1et1e nllcl olhcrcl.uises 
of regit;tcr sto,·et:; p::ilcnted improvements, economi7.ing the commmption of fuel, for which 
the hig-hcst te~t in:ioninls have liccn given. Denne, nra.y, nn<l Co. a.Isa invite o.ttcntlon to 
their improved t;OOK.l~G STOVE, adnpted for gentlemen~• mn.nslon,~, .o.n1I o.11 lnrge eatnb
lL.i,hmentH, with Kitchen Jto.ngcs of the I.Jest construct.ion. In Fc_andcrs oud l•'ire Irons they 
are const.a.ntly jntroducing c,·cry novelty ot the lo,vcst possible prices. 

!RON BEDSTEADS AND CHILDREN'S COTS. 
DEANE, 'DRAY, & Co. mBnufacture and _supply every ·description of ,Iron. and _IlrGM 

Dedst.ee.ds, an~ have at all times a large stotk of _thcee article• on hand . together with llcds, 
Mattresses, Pnll io.sscs, &c. Priced Lists, with Drawings, sent by Post (fr:c.o). , . 

FAMILIEs<FURNISHING • • 
,nay obtain, post free, on nppllcation, D'"tANE, DRAY, and Co.'• General ·Fnmiehlng. 
Priced List, cnumcrnling more thrm 500 article~. Rclcctcd from· thC vnrlo11~ rlcpnrlmonta of 
t.llei r esla.hl ishmcnt, requis ite in 1ittin1; up o. 1-.,o.mily H.c~idcncc, including 'l'ABLE CU~r~ 
Ll·: RY, EL t:CTltO-Pl,ATI•: LAMPS, l'APlEn· MACIIE TRAYS, "FENDERS, and ,l'IRF. 
IR<)NS, IRON llEIJSTJ::ADS, lllUTANNIA ME'l'AL, Tio nnd Japon _Wore, Turnory' 
1ku.he1, .Mota, &c., &c. • • • 

DEANE, DRAY, AND Co. 
(OPENINO TO TOE :UONUMENT), 

LONDON BRIDGE. 
Nichola and Son, Steam Priotcrs, 8 di; 9, Chandos Street, Strand 
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HAPPINESS; ITS MISTAKEN SEEKERS AND REAL 
FINDERS. 

BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 
Minister of New Park-sired Chapel, Southwark. 
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"There be many that say, Who will show us any good l Lord, lift Thou up the light of 
Thy countenance upon us! ''-Pa A.. iv. 6. 

READER! another· month brings us again together in friendly con
verse. I would fain hope that thou art an heir of heaven, a pilgrim 
marching to the land of Canaan ; I would earuestly pray that both of 
us may be partakers of "like precious faith." But here is a text for 
us, which by the rich assistance of the Holy Ghost may serve as a 
touchstone, to try our state. See, here are two classes of men; the 
m;;,ny, panting after the good of this world, and the few turning the 
eye of faith to their God, and begging that he would "lift up the 
light of his countenance upon them." 

I. Let us now contemplate with sadness, and with searching of 
heart, THE MLTI-trembling lest we should find ourselves among the 
number. 

"THE MANY:" what a thousand thoughts rise around these two 
words ! The million peopled city, the populous town, the wide-spread 
country, this isle, kingdoms, empires, continents, the world, all seem 
to issue forth like armies from the hundred-gated Thebes, at the 
mention of that word, "The many." Here we see the toiling peasant 
and his lordly squire, the artizan and the princely merchant, the 
courtier and the king, the young, the old, the learned and the un
learned, all gathered within the compass of a word. 

And all these-all this vast gathering of human souls, are joining 
in oue cry-all moving in one direction. Oh ! thought at which the 
faithfnl well may weep; their cry is SELF, their course is SIN. Here 
and there are the chosen few struggling against the mighty tide ; but 
the masses, the multitude, still, as in the days of David, are hunying 
their mad career in search of a faucied good, and reaping the fmit of 
the futile search in 'disappointment, death, and hell. Oh, my reader! 
art thou like the dead fish, swimming with the stream ; or art thou 
by constraining grace, drawn onward to the bliss preprrred for the 
elect 1 If a Christian, I beseech thee pause and admire the grace 
which hath made thee to differ. If thine heart is right with God, I 
know thou wilt confess that there is no intrinsic natural goodness in 
thee, for like thy friend the writer, I doubt not that thou ,1rt made to 
grnan over a strong propensity within, which often tempts thee to join 
in the world's chase, and leave the "fountain of living waters" for the 
"broken cisterns" of earth. 

I know thou wilt join with him and sing: 
11 'T is all of free grace we ,vere brought to obey, 

While others were sulf~r'd to go 
The TO.id which by nature WE chose as our ,vay, 

Which leads to the chambers of woe." 
D 
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Com~ thou with rue, and behold the evil and the folly of the world; 
come, listen to their neve!'-ceasing cry, "Who will show us any good 1" 
Mark-

I. Its sen.mal char,tcter: "Who will snow us any good?" The world 
,!esir,'s something which it may see, and taste, and handle. The joys 
of faith it does not underntand. We, by Divine grace, do not walk by 
sight, \mt the poor sons of earth must have visible, present, and ter
restrial joys. We have an unseen portion, an invisible inheritance ; 
we have higher faculties, and nobler delights. We want no carnal 
sshowmen to bid the puppet joys of time dance before us ; we have 
seen "the King in his beauty," and spiritually we behold "the land 
which is very far off." Let us pity the worldling who is seeking 
water where there is none, in a salt land, a thirsty soil ; let us ear
nestly intercede for pot,r sliortsighted man, that he may vet have the 
"wisdom which cometh from above," and the eyesalve of Divine illu
mination; then will he no more· seek for his happiness below, or look 
for pleasure in things of sense. Take care, my reader, that thou dost 
not suffer under the same delusion. Oh ! ever pray that thou mayest 
be kept from hunting in the purlieus of sense, and fixing thine affec
tion on earthly things ; for be sure of this, that the roses of this world 
are covered with thorns, and her hives of honey, if broken open, will 
surround thee with stinging bees-but not a drop of sweetness will 
they afford ; remember to lay to heart the words of a holy poet: 

'' Nor earth, nor all the sky, 
Ca11 one delight alforcl, 

No, not a drop of real joy, 
"\Viti1out thy presence, Lord.'' 

2. Notice yet again its indiscriminating nature : "Who will show 
us AKY good 1" TLe unregenerate mind has no discernment in its 
cl:oice. One good is to it as desirable as another. Men easily allow 
toleration here. The cup is the good of the wine-bibber, the indul
gence of lust is tbe object of the voluptuary, gold is the miser's god, 
and fame or power the choice of another. To most men, these are all 
good in their way ; if not esteemed good morally, they are looked 
upon as forbidden fruits, only untasted because of the penalty, and not 
abhorred because of a real distaste. Oh, my reader, hast thou a 
judgment to see that any good will not suit thee 1 Hast thou made 
an election of" solid joys and lasting pleasures," and a.re the dainties of 
time tasteless to thee 1 Thou art not like the bee, which can.find her 
food in nettles and poisonous weeds; the "Rose of Sharon" is the flower 
of thy choice. and the "Lily of the Valley" is to thee the perfection of 
beauty. No longer canst thou ask for ANY good, for thou hast found 
tl<e one, the only good ; and in Him is such a fulness, an abundance, 
that thy song ever will be-

,. God is ,ny all-sufficient goocl, 
Mv portion and my choice: 

In Him my vast desires are fi11ed, 
And all my powers rejoice." 

3. Rem~rk attentively the selfish nature of the question," Who will 
show 1is any good 1" Here the poor man of this world is seeking for 
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himself and his fellows, but not for God, or the good of others. He 
has no fear, nor love, 11or reverence of God: let but his barn be stored, 
his purse filled, his body fed, his senses gratified, and the great Maker 
and bounteous Giver may be forgotten. What cares he whether 
there be a God, or whether He be worshipped, or 110; to him Venus, 
or Brahma, or Woden, or Jehovah, are alike. He cares not for the 
living and true God; he lets others have religion; to him it would 
be a weariness and a labour. Or, if he put on the outward guise of 
religion, he is but a Gibeonite in the tempfe, "a hewer of wood, and 
drawer of water;" selfish even in his worship-selfish in his praises 
and his prayers. 

But we1 beloved reader, are, we trust, no longer lovers of self; we 
,have become adorers of God, and purely, from gratitude, we pay our 
glad homage at His throne. We do not now put self foremost, we 
wish to experience a self-annihilation-a death to self; we have 
learned to sacrifice our own desires on the altar of Divine love, a11d 
now one passion concentrates our power, and truly we exclaim-

., Christ is my light, my life, my care. 
My blessed hope, 1uy heavenly prize i 

Dearer than all my passions are, 
My limbs, my bowels, ur my eyes. 11 

4. Once more, with care, observe, the futilit!J of the inquiry, " Who 
will show us a11y good 1 Echo might answer, Who 1 Where lives 
the fortunate discoverer 1 where the man who has stumbled on this 
pearl of price unknown 1 Ah ! sinner, call again, like the priests 
of Baal, for there is neither heari11g nor answering. Go to those 
Arcadia.n groves of poetry, and find them a fiction ; taste the nectar 
of the epicure, and find it gall ; lie 011 a bed of down, and loathe the 
weakness which effeminacy engenders; surround thyself with wealth, 
and learn its powerlessness to ease the mind ; ay, wear a royal 
crown, and mourn a ki11g's uneasy head. Try all; like the preacher 
of wisdom, ope11 each cabinet in the palace of pleasure, and ransack 
each corner of her treasure-house. Hast thou found the long-sought 
good 1 Ah ! no. Thy joys, like bubbles, have dissolved by thy 
touch ; or, like the schoolboy's butterfly, have bee11 crushed by the 
blow which won them. 

Pause here, aud realize the emptiness of sublunary joys. Entreat 
th_e Spirit of all grace to reveal to thy soul the hollowness of terres
trial baubles. Take the earth, and as Quarles has it, " Tinnit inane,'' 
-it sounrls, because it is empty. Despise the world, rate its jewels 
at a low price, estimate its gems as paste, and its soliuities as dreams. 
Think not that thou shalt thus lose pleasure, but rather remember the 
saying of Chi-ysostom, " Contemn riches, and thou shalt be rich ; con
temn glory, and thou shalt be glorious; contemn injuries, am! thou 
shalt be a conqueror; contemn rest, and thou shalt gain rest; contemn 
earth, and thou shalt gain heaven!" 

He_re may you and I close our review of the foolish multitude, hy 
learnmg the three lessons spoken of by Bonaventure : "The multitmle 
of those that are damned, the small number of the saved, and (11P. 

vanity of transitory thing~." 
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II. A happier sight awaits us. Yonder is a compauy whose con
stant utterance is widely different from the inquiry of the many. 
These are THE FEW ; not so many as the moralist and formalist 
believe them, and at the same time not so few as Bigotry in her 
narrowness would make them, for God has his hidden thousands 
whose knees have never bowed to Baal. 

These seek not a good, for they have found it; they ask not a ques
tion, but they breath_e a prayer ; they apply not to mortals, but they 
address their God, "Lord, lift thou up te light of thy countenance 
upon us." 

Let us tarry on the very threshold of these words, and devoutly 
:isk for Divine searching, lest we should be deceived in our belief 
that this is our prayer; let us not take the words lightly on our 
unhallowed lip, lest we ask for our own damnation. Perhaps, my 
reader, if the light of God's countenance were at once to shine· upon 
you, your heart is so far from God, so full of hatred to him, that it 
would suddenly destroy you,-for, remember, he is a "consuming fire." 

Let us, however, if the answer of conscience and the inward wituess 
are agreed to give us hope, behold the countenance of our God. 

l. For it i3 a reconcikd countenance. 
"Though thou wast angry with us, thine anger is turned away, and 

thou comfortedst us." "I will never be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee." The anger of God towards the elect is for ever appeased ; they 
are so perfect in the righteousness of Jesus, that "he seeth no iniquity 
in Jacob, neither perverseness in Israel." 

Though of" purer eyes than to behold iniqdty," he doth yet regard 
poor sinners with affection ; and towards thee, my Christian reader, he 
bath no sentiments but those of unruingled love. 

Think ufthy glorious condition, reconciled! beloved! adopted! 
11 On such love, my soul, still ponder, 

Love so great, so rich, so free; 
Say, whilst lost in holy wonder, 

Why, O Lord, such love to me l 
Hallelujah! 

Grace shall reign eternally l " 

2. lt is a cheering countenance. 
The smile of a fond friend will nerve us to duty; the approvin,g 

glance of a wise man will give us courage in :trial; but the looks of 
God, the smiles of our Father which is in Heaven, these are better 
than tbe applause of a colossal audience, or the shouts of an empire 
oi' admirers. Give me the comforts of God, and I can well bear the 
taunts of men. Let me lay my head on the bosom of Jesus, and I 
fear not the distraction of care and trouble. If my God will give me 
ever the light of his smile, and glance his benediction-it is enough.
Come on foes, persecutors, fiends, ay, Apollyon himself, for "the 
Lord God is my sun and shield." Gather, ye.clouds, and environ me, 
I carry a sun within ; blow, wind of the frozen north, I have a fire of 
living coal within; yea, death, slay me, but I have another life-a life 
in the light of God's countenance. 

3. Let us not forget another sweet and precious consideration. 
It is a peculiar countenance, from the fact that it is e.fficacious, traus-
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forming the beholder into its own likeness. I gaze on beauty, and 
may be myself deformed. I admire the light, and may yet dwell in 
darkness ; but if the light of the countenance of God rests upon me, , 
I shall become like unto Hirn ; the lineaments of his visage will be 
on me, and the great outlines of His attributes will be mine. Oh 
wondrous glass, which thus renders the beholder lovely! Oh admir
able mirror, which reflects not self with its imperfections, but giYes a 
perfect im11ge to those who are uncomely! Oh, my reader, may you 
and I so fix our contemplations upon Jesus, and the pel'Sons of the 
Godhead, that we may have our unholiness removed, and our depravity 
overcome. Happy day when we shall be like Him ; but the only 
reason of it will be, that then "we shall see Him as He is." Oh, 
could we look less to the smile and favour of man, and more to the 
regard and notice of heaven, how far should we be in advance of what 
we are ! Our puny spirits would become gigirntic in stature, and our 
feeble faith would, through grace,:wax mighty. We should no longer 
be the sport of temptation, and the pliant servants of our corruption?, 
Oh, our God ! amid our folly and our sin we turn to Thee with s,tropg 
desire, crying out, "Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy couPtenance 
upon us!" 

4. We will only note, in concluding our brief but instructive 
musings, that His countenance is unchanging. The light may seem to 
vary, but the face is the same. Our God is the immutable Father of 
Lights. He does not love now, and cast away in the future. Never 
did His love begin, and never can it cease. It is from eternity, and 
shall be to eternity. The things of time are mutable, confessedly and 
constantly so; but the things of tternity 11re the same. Away with 
the horrid suggestion that God may forget and forsake His own 
children. Oh, no! the face which once was radiant with lov,., is not 
now beclouded with wrath; the heart which overflowed with affection, 
is not now filled with anger: great as my sins have been, they are 
not so great as His love ; the file of my backsliding cannot divide the 
golden links of the chain of His mercy. • 

11 Did Jesus once upon me shinc,-
Thtn Jesus is for ever mine.' 1 

Did He once assure me that my name was enrolled 1unong the sons 
of Zion, then the powers of darkness cannot raze the everlasting 
lines. Go, poor menial of Satan, pursue thy weary drudgery ; go seek 
the unsteady will-o'-the-wisp of carnal deliahts; but I have a surer 
joy, a substantial happiness beyond your r;ach. I find, reader, that 
I have been talking to myself, and writing ,a soliloquy. Well! sit 
thee dowu, and do the same, and it will be well with thee if thou 
canst pity the many, and join with the Jew; sing-ini-

11 Turn, then, my soul unto thy rest! 
The merits of thy {!Teat High Prit':-;t 

Speak peaee and libertr: 
Trust in Il is efficacious blood ; 
Nor fear thy banishment from God, 

Siuc.e Jesus died for thee." 



44 CHRIST RECEIV1:.G SIXNF.RS, 

CHRIST RECEIVING SINNERS: 

OR, ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE SEEKER,* 

BY THE REV, W. F, DALFERN, 

"This man receh-eth ~inners, and eateth "·ith them."-LuKE xv. 2. 

How easily does Jehovah mould his creatures to His will, and make 
them each unconsciously accomplish His designs. At His word they 
come into existence, occupy the exact position designed for them, 
and, notwithstanding all their enmity and pride, can only do that 
which He permits them. At His command a Balaam must bless 
Israel against his will, and the lip of a proua pharisee proclaim the 
Gospel 

"Thi,s Man receiveih sinners!" They meant this declaration to 
sink Him in the estimation of the people, instead of which it has 
been instrumental in exalting Him in their affections in every age. 
In thus expressing their enmity they declare their ignorance, while 
the absolute truth of what they proclaimed is the chief glory of'Him 
whom they thus sought to depreciate, and, if possible, destroy. This 
they should have known, but alas ! how often does ignorance sit in 
high places, and those who profess to be teachers of others, need to 
be taught themselves. 

It had been expressly foretold of "ihis Man," that "in His days 
the righteous should flourish, and abundance of peace, so long as the 
moon endureth,"-that he "should spare the poor and needy, and 
save the souls of the needy;" but with the true spirit and meaning 
of these and kindred declarations they were unacquainted, and hence 
they angrily impeach their Messiah for doing that by which they 
were fulfilled. They were offended with Him for doing that which 
fills the angels with joy, and will make heaven to resound with songs 
of everlasting praise. A.las, poor fallen man ! how he quarrels with 
that which alone can effectually bless his spirit, meet his wants, and 
remove his misery; how he embraces his foes, spurns his friends, and 
often stands cow·ting applause for the words and deeds which pro
claim him a fool. 

"This Man receiveih sinners." This Man I they had heard and seen 
enough to know he was more; but prejudice will close its eyes to the 
light, and pride will not see the character of Him whom it fears will 
not answer its expectations. He had done those works which none 
but God could accomplish; they had seen Him open the eyes of the 
blind, and unstop the ears of the deaf; yet "this Man," say they, 
"receiveth sinners." Who can satisfy enmity, or open the eyes of 
those who will not see 1 "We do not want Him to be more than we 

* From "Glimpses of Jesus," of which the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon has written the very 
characteristic review given on the first page of the wrapper to the present number or the 
BAPTlST ME&&.E.NGER, and which we most heartily commend to the notice or our 
readeri;, as alt10 Mr. Balfern's excelfont work itself, which is redolent of the precious
ness of Him ., whom having not been, we love; in whom, thouµh now we see Him not, 
yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full at' glory."-Eo. 
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proclaim Him to be, and if we can accomplish it, others shall not 
believe that He is." 0 vain attempt to hide the glory of Him who 
could not be hid, to spot the brightness of that sun which shall ever 
shine, and continue to rise and rise until the whole earth is filled with 
its glory. Poor pharisee ! when _thou canst hide the sun with thy 
fingers, when thou canst pull the stars from their orbits, and lift the 
ocean from its bed, then thy enmity may prove Him to be a mere 
man, who said to the leper, "Be clean ! " and to the dead, " Come 
forth!" who, while He gathers together the outcasts of Israel, counts 
the number of the stars; whose feet, while they trod the ground
floor of time, were upon the neck of hell ; whose fingers, while they 
lifted up the weak and down-trodden, grasped the sceptre of universal 
government, and work-ed all things after the counsel of His own will ; 
and who, while now He wears "a vesture dipped in blood," binds all 
the constellations of heaven around Him, as the silver-spangled 
curtains of His holy habitation. 

" Tliis man!" Sense gave them the intelligence ;-we see but a 
man, and He is but a "man." 0 clever, reasoning, wise sophisters ! 
does the eye always give you the nature of things 1 Your faith will 
be small if it embraces no more than ye can see. ,Says Conscience, 
Look at His works. Says Pride, Look at Him eating with sinnus; 
would the Son of David stoop to that 1 the King of Israel, the Son 
of God, thus demean Himself? 0 lovely Saviour, says Faith, thus 
to stoop to our misery, thus to embrace our woes! 

" This .Man!" says Reason, lifting the finger of scorn. 0 Reason, 
thou idol of this vain world, there are mysteries which thy keen eye 
cannot reach; there are riddles which all thy skill cannot solve, 
though thy worshippers lift thee to the throne of God, and place His 
Son beneath thy feet. Why dost thou not see His glory, who said to 
the sea," Be still!" and to the trembling penitent," Thy sins are for
given thee, go in peace 1" Why wilt thou not behold the deity of 
Him who conquered death, put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, 
and opened the gates of life to myriads wTio otherwise must have 
perished 1 Is it not because thy devotees are too pure to need a 
Saviour, and too wise to let God speak for Himself and tell us what 
He is 1 Is it not because they who know not themselves, will not 
believe more than they can understand, and are prone to make their 
shallow apprehensions the gauge of eternal trnth 7 0, Reason! 
many laud thy charms, while they perish in thy embrace. Great 
was thy power once, while purity was thy base; but now thy strength 
is weakness, and thy verdict oft a lie. Happy was the hour for thee 
when thou didst first open thine eyes to the glories of parn.ilise, and 
gladly lost thyself amid the glory of the Great Uncreated One. 
When with the hymning cherubim and seraphim, though on earth, 
thou didst bow, and with adoring gratitude confess that Jle was Lord 
of all who is 110w but " this .!,fan," because, stoopi.ug to thy neces
sities, He appears robed in frailty to remove thy darkness, and 
conduct thee again to Himself. 0 ! strange that men should ~ay, this 
11/an, of Him who is the glory of His Father, the SoN of Goel in truth 
and love ; of whom it is written, that He "is God over all blessed for 
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evermore;" who was worshipped by angelR at His birth, and who, in 
the days of His flesh, declared, "I and My Father are one.'' 

Bnt thus will Reason, now depraved, exalt herself, though at the 
expense of Him who is "Lord over all," and labour·to rob Him of 
His strength of whom it is written, that "He is mighty to save.'' 
Thus do poor erri11g creatures of a day toil to degrade themselves, 
while they imagin~, that by their impious at.tempts they are proving 
Him to be no greater than themselves, of whom it is declared, that 
"To Him every knee shall bow, an,d every tongne confess." 

"This Man receiveth. sinners."-Few, however, shall He receive if we 
can but accomplisli our designs. With this· il!ltent they preached; 
but, 0 blind guides! unwittingly they procla.i~ed a truth which has 
brought thousands to His feet. Thus enmity was made to exalt 
incarnate love, and prejudice did homage to the Prin:ce of Peace. 
Thus man, with ignorance at his elbow, oft lifts- his-hand against his 
only friend, but only to strike himself, and help the work he labours 
to impede. Thus God confounds the wisdom of the wise, .and makes 
the lip of pharisaic pt>ide exalt His Son. "This Man receiveth 
sinners!" ah, here lay the-offence. But, 0 ye pharisees, who:n else 
could He receive where all had sinned? For this He came. Saints 
He could have received above. And is this all the charge, poor 
pharisee, that you can bring 1-that He w:ould seek the poor whom 
ye forsook, and heal the wounds your skill had never reached! and 
was it wrong to strengthen those on whom you bound so many 
grievous burdens, which you?' fingers never touched-to teach those 
minds your wisdom left so dark-to comfort those who sought in 
vain a kind word from your lips 1 Long had-you looked upon: the 
perishing and lost; .the distant .sight of misery was enough for you, 
who brought no help. The good Samaritan now draws -near to pouT 
in oil and wine; no wonder you should hate the Mani whose conduct 
is your reproach. "He :-eceiveth sin-ners."-Yes ! -those·· who caunot 
earn His aid, who bring no price, but need His help, the help He 
freely gives. Such are welcome. As welcome now as, on the 'day the 
proud pharisee proclaimed the joyful news. 

Bearler, does thy heart embrace this precious truth, and has it 
encouraged thee to come to the feet of Him whom it was intended 
to reproach, or dost thou spurn the Saviour who invites the perishing 
and the lost 1 'Tis such he came to -save, though men refuse to listen 
to His voice, and treat His words with scorn. Men would be"healed, 
yet strive to come as saints to Jesus' feet. But as· sinners we must 
come, and as ~uch His voice invites us near. 0 welcome news! glad 
tidings this, indeed, that men, with all their guilt, and miseTy, and 
woe, may come to Him who ever lives to save. 

'' O then come, ye ainnen needy, 
,veak and Jtllilty, sick and poor, 

Come, 0 come, His grate nows freely, 
Come, and drink and doubt no more. 

"Why, O why in dou'bl •!ill linger 
Is not mercy's record plain? 

Doe!' not truth's unerring finJ!Cr 
Point you to the slaughtered Lamb 
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T!tis l,fun receiveth sinners I 
11 Yee,. and for this He ever sha11 be praised, 

From every land a seed shall come to laud 
His name i the old and youn!?', the rich and poor, 
Barbarian, Scythian. bond and free; with tears 
Of gratitude a:1d hymns of praise shall they 
Draw near. and in His hi~h a1:>od-e, in 1'0bes 
Of white. and with immortal s:rength, ,;hall loud 
E:xtol His grace; whi1e '!Very harp of g-olcl, 
Each spotless robe, and grateful sirmer sa·. ed, 
Each joyful lip, the-everlasting song, 
Yea God Himself, and heaven, witJ1• all its vast, 
Its noontide glory and ever-rising bliss, 
Its pearly gates, its golden streets, and all 
Its mighty host, martyrs in bright array, 
Apo:-tles, prophets, one va:-t throng, all, ;-1]1 

Together, ever encircang Him, who bled, 
And dieci, and rose again, proclaim aloud, 
And ever shall proclaim, it.was a truth, 
A glodous truth,..- 1 This.Man receivelh sinners.'" 
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Object not then, sinner, that thou art too vile to come to Jesus
that thou art too old or too young-that thy sins are too many or 
too great-that thou hast slighted too much mercy, or sinned against 
too much light-that thou hast lain too long in sin, or become too 
hardened by transgression. Hopeless thou ruayest be in thyself, and 
thus hopeless Jesus will have thee to be, for, in what He is, and in 
His words He will have thee to find hope. 

"T!tis Ma'/1, receiveth sinners I'' Here all thy objections are met, 
for thou art but a sinner, and such Jesus receive~. As such thou art 
to come, as such He invites thee to come, without money and without 
price, hopeless in thyself, hoping in Him: dead to thyself, alive to 
Him; condemned in thyself, to find mercy in Him; without qualifi
cation in thyself, to find thy all in Him. Then come as you are, and 
come at once; He receiveth sinners! receiveth now-at this time
this moment! Yes, the door is wide open, His heart is still love. 
He wai~s to ht:> gracious :-

And eats with them /-Yes, for "all things are ready;'' the Gospel 
feast is spread, there is pardon for-the guilty, clothing for the naked, 
strength for the weak, wisdom for the ignorant, guidance for the per
plexed, and rest for the weary. 

And eats ioith them !-Yes, though the proud and self-1·ighteous 
despise the feast, yet to all who come will Jesus say," Eat, 0 friends, 
and drink, 0 beloved." And these for themselves shall understand 
His words, "He that hath My commnndmenttl and ke1;1i:ieth them, he 
it is that loveth me ; and he shall be loved of My Fa.tiler, n~d l will 
love him nnd manifest Myself untq \iiiµ," • 

i:re the last Hnd of hfe haa ruh, 
.. T ust as thou art to Jesus come, 
'1 by only plea what He bas done-

0 sinner, hear and come. 

Just as thou art, ,, ith all thy woe~, 
In spite of all thy sins and foel'I,, 
lu Christ alone to find repo~e-

0 sin11er, hear and cam~. 
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Just as thon art, though guilt oppress, 
Rugged thy path and comfortlcss, 
To plead the Saviour's rig-hteomn~ess-

O sinner, hear and come. 

Just as thou art, whate'er thy fears, 
Making "o merit of thy prayers, 
_Nor trusting in thy cries and tears-

O sinner, hear and come. 

Hopeless thyself thy state to mend, 
And righteously by law condemned, 
To find in Christ thy only friend-

O sinner, hear and come. 

Dream not that better thou wilt be, 
nu, come at once, to Jesus flee, 
He lives to save, and why not thee r 

0 sinner, liear and come. 

0 come, believe, and thou sbalt live, 
Freely thy sins Christ will forgive, 
All thou canst need He waits to give

O sinner, hear and c0me. 

THE PRAYERFULNESS OF JESUS. 

BY THE AUT!'{OR OF "THE FAITHFUL PROMISER." 

11 H1:;, continued all night in prayer to God."-LuxE v1. 12. 

WE speak of thu Christian and that Christian as "a man of prayer." 
Jesus was emphatically so. The Spirit was " poured upon Him 
without measure," yet--He [rayed I • He was incarnate wisdom, 
"needing not that any shoul teach Him." He was infinite in His 
power, and boundle$S in His resources, yet-Ile prayed I How 
deeply sacred the prayerful memories that hover around the soli
tudes of Olivet and the shores of Tiberias ! He· seemed often to turn 
night into day to redeem moments for prayer, rather than lose the 
blessed privilege. 

We are rarely, indeed, admitted into the solemnities of His inner 
life. The veil pf night is generally between us and the Great High 
Priest, when He entered "the holiest of all ; " but we have enough 
to reveal the depth and fervour, the tenderness and confidingness of 
this blissful intercommunion with His heavenly Fathe1·. No morn
ing dawns without His fetching fresh manua from the mercy-seat. 
"He wakeneth morning by morning ; he wakeneth mine ear to hear 
as the learned," Isa. 1. 4. Beautiful description !-a praying 
Redeemer, wakening, as if at early dawn, the ear of His Father, to 
get fresh supplies for the duties and the trials of the day! All His 
public acts were consecrated by prayer-His baptism, His transfi
guration, His miracles, His agony, His death. He breathed away 
His spirit in prayer. "His last breath," says Philip Henry, "wa~ 
praying breath." 

Row sweet to think, in holding communion with God-Jesns 
dr~Pk of this very brook ! He consecrated the bended knee and 
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the silent chamber. He refreshed His fainting spirit at the same 
great Fountain-head from which it is life for us to draw, and death 
to forsake. 

Reader! do you complain of your languid spirit, your drooping 
faith, your fitful affections, your lukewarm love 1 May you not trace 
much of what you deplore to an unfrequented chamber ! The trea
sures are locked up from you, because you have suffered the key to 
rust ; the hands hang down, because they have ceased to be uplifted 
in prayer. Without prayer !-It is the pilgrim without a staff-the 
seaman without a compass-the soldier going unarmed and unhar
nessed to battle. 

Beware of encouraging what indisposes to prayer-going to the 
audience-chamber with soiled garments, the din of the world follow
ing you, its distracting thoughts hovering unforbidden over your 
spirit. Can you wonder that the living water refuses to flow 
through obstructed channels, or the heavenly light to pierce murky 
vapours 1 

On earth, fellowship with a lofty order of minds imparts a certain 
nobility to the character ; so, in a far higher sense, by communion 
with God you will be transformed into His image, and get assimi
lated to His likeness. Make every event in life a reason for fresh 
going to Him. If difficnlted in duty, bring it to the test of prayer. 
If bowed down with anticipated trial-" fearing to enter the cloud," 
-remember Christ's preparation, "Sit ye here while I go and pmg 
yonder." 

Let prayer consecrate everything-your time, talents, pursuits, 
engagements, joys, sorrows, crosses, losses. By it, rough paths will 
be made smooth, trials disarmed of their bitterness, enjoyments hal
lowed and refined, the bread of the world turned into angels' food. 
"It is in the closet," says Payson, "the battle is lost or won ! " 

NOT TOO OLD TO BE USEFUL. 
"WELL, it is a pleo.sant sight to see 
young people actively engaged in 
doing good;" said an old lady, as she 
watched from her parlour-window 
some of her grandchildren setting 
forth on tbair weekly errands of mercy 
to the poor nnd afflicted. 

Y cs; it was a pleasant sight to look 
upon these youthful Christians, full 
of health and enerb'Y, devoting their 
time and their talents to the service 
of God, and the welfare of their fellow• 
creatures; and yet the old lady sighed 
as she finished her sentence, nml did 
not seem quite comfortable. Why 1 
Listen to whc.t she is saying now. 

"Ah, I was once as busy as any of 
them. I could •a.ke n cln.ss in the 
Suncl11.y-school, and visit the poor and 
collect for the missionary society; 
but now I nm forced to be idle and 
useless. My strength and my senses 
are gradua.lly forsaking me; and I 
am but a worn-out and unprnfitable 
servant. But come, I must not coin
plain; I have bad my share in these 
good works in by-gone days, and I 
must be content to lio by now, and 
let others b,bour, for I nm too oh! to 
be of any use." 

Was the old lacly right? She meant 
what she said, and she meant well. 
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She was trying to bear with patience 
and resignation, her unarnidable ex· 
clusion from the charitable engage· 
ments of her young relatives; but old 
people as well as young sometimes 
have mistaken ideas; and it is possible 
that the old lady was not quite so 
clear upon the subject of Christian 
usefulness as we should like our rea
ders to be. 

It is true that the aged cannot work 
iu God"s vineyard as they used to do 
before infirmity or ill health disabled 
them for active service, but still they 
are not too old to be useful. 

Too old to be useful ! Such words 
are a libel upon their character-an 
insult to their capabilities. It cannot 
be that any Christian is continued 
upon earth, who has not something 
to do as well as to suffer for his 
Master. Look at the closing days of 
the venerable Eliot, the first mission
ary to the American Indians. On the 
day of his deat.h, when in his eightieth 
year, he was found teaching the al[Jha
bet to an Indian child at his bedside. 
"Why not rest from your labours, 
now ~" said a friend. " Because," 
said the venerable man, "I have 
prayed to God to make me useful in 
my sphere, and he has heard my 
prayer; for now that I can no longer 
preach, he leaves me strength enough 
to teach this poor child this alphabet." 

Eighty years of age and bed-ridden ! 
Who after this can plead their inabi
lity to do good 1 Who will not rather 
gather up their n·w.aining time and 
talents and devote them to God's ser
vice 1 Like the widow's mite, your 
offering may seem poor and small ; 
you are almost ashamed to cast it into 
the treasmy; but bring it without 
hesitation-nay, with gladneBs; what 
could you give more ! it is your all; 
and your feeble efl'orts will meet with 
kind and gracious acknowledgment 
from a loving Saviour, who said, "She 
Lath done what she could!"• 

Oh, it is so delightful to labour for 
Cbri,-;t, that the true-hearted Chris-

11 .:\1ark xiL 8. 

tian \Vould fain keep on, as Eliot did, 
to the last. The late Rev. John 
Campbell, of Kingsland, went one 
moming to attend an early committee 
meeling of a religiollil society. On his 
way' up-stairs he found an old friend, 
remarkable for his devotedness to the 
cause of Christ, leaning on the balus
trade which led to the room, and 
unabl" to proceed from a difficulty of 
breathing. 

"What! are you here, Mr. T.1 
How could you venture in your state 
of health1 You have attended our 
meetings for a long time, and you' 
should now leave the work for young~r 
men." 

His friend looked up with .a cheer
ful smile, and replied, with character
istic energy, "Oh, Johnny, Johnny, 
man, it is bard to give up working in 
the service of such a Master." 

How cheering then is the thought 
that the aged have still opportunities 
of usefulness afforded them. Suppose 
we remind our readers of a few ways 
in which they have it in their power 
to benefit others. 

,veil, some of you, perhaps, whp 
cannot walk about and -risit your 
neighbours, might send them a little 
tract or book occasionally; A person 
dies in your st1·eet-a child is born 
in the next house-a worldly family 
opposite are in trouble-a gentleman 
has met with an accident-a grocer's 
shop is open on the Sunday ;-all 
these, and many others, are occasions 
when "a little messenger of mercy" 
might speak "a word in season." 
Listen to the following fact. 

A man who was keeper of one of 
the locks on the Grand Junction 
Canal, lived for many years appa
.rently without any ·religious feelings. 
He possessed much personal kindness, 
and had been the means of saving at 
least twelve persons from a watery 
grave, some of whom had plunged 
into the stveom in •seasons of fro.ntic 
sorrow. In the summer of 1841, poor 
Matthew met with a severe accident, 
anci was remoYed to the London Hos 
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pita.I. After he had been there a few 
daya, he received a letter by post, of 
which the following is a copy, incloe
ing a tract entitled "To-Jay :" 

"You have suffered greatly, my 
friend; your poor body calls for h~lp 
and sympathy, and in the hospital 
you are mercifully a~tended to, as you 
could not be at home. How'is it with 
your precious soul 1 Are you fit to 
die 1 Had ynur sufferings caused 
instant death, where would your soul 
bave been 1 Where, my friend 1 
Where'! In heaven, or in hell! Do 
think of this inquiry, and read the 
tract I enclose, or get some one to 
re:i.d it to you. Do not neglect this 
friendly warning, but attend to it 
while it is yet with you called ' To
day.' Oh ! what· & mercy you were 
spared yet a little longer ! may i~ be 
for the salvation of your precious soul. 
Tb:e Lord Jesus is able and willing to 
save all wb:o feel their need of His 
salvation. Pray, then, afflicted friend, 
for the Holy Spirit to show you your 
need of mercy, and of the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
cleanse you from your sins, and to 
obtain your acceptance with God. 
The tract was written by a gentleman 
seventy years old. May the Lord 
make it a blessing to your soul. He 
is able and willing to sa~e you from 
going to hell, and willing to prnpare 
you for the holiness and happiness of 
heavcn.-Farewell." 

There was no signature to the letter; 
it bore the "Stroud water" postmark, 
but Matthew knew no one residing 
there. However, the perusal of the 
letter induced him to read the tract; 
the Iluly Spirit blessed it to his con
,·ersion ; and he became a consistent 
Christian. He wished very much 
that he could find out who had sent 
him the tract; and a kind friend, to 
whom this interesting fact was men
tioned, thought that he knew the 
person from whom it came. He wrote 
accordingly, Rnd received the follow
ing uote, which proved that his con
jecture wn..~ ri~ht: 

"My dear Sir,-It was in hours of 

weakness, and during a long detention 
from th·e house of the Lord, that I 
was directed one Sabbath day to write 
the letter to which you refer to poor 
Matthew. H used to be a saying with 
myself, lo myself, on doing any such 
thing, ' Well, I have cast one grain 
more of the good seed of the kingdom 
into the field of the world-that world 
which still lieth in wickedness.' I 
bless the Lord He permitted me to 
cast in that grain, and I praise Him 
still more that He caused it to germi
nate, a,nd bring forth fruit. Glory be 
to His holy name that He has seen 
fit to glorify the riches of Hjs grace 
in the salvation of a soul, by means 
in themselves so ,veak and poor. 
When I received the supply from 
London, of which that tract formed 
one, I selected a number of that de
scription for the purpose of enclosing 
in letters (now, in these days of penny
postage blessedness, in which, in al
most every letter we write, we can 
proclaim the glad tidings of mercy, 
hy inserting an eight-paged tract)
and among others, poor Matthew re
ceived one. Surely it would have been 
a shorter journey from Paternoster
row to the London Hospital; but in 
this case it seemed needful that it 
should go from London to the coun
try, and back again to town, to rench 
the object for which it was designed. 
Several other such grnins have been 
cast into the ll.eld of the world. Oh 
that it may ple11se the Lord to cause 
them to be fruitful also ! " 

Now, reader, let the e:rnmple of this 
pious invalid win you, iu some mea
sure, to follow it. It does not, yon 
see, require much money, much 
talent, much influence, or much 
streugth to be useful. A few kind 
words written, or a good tract eL
closed to nn acquaintance, or even to 
a stranger, m:ty be the appointecl 
channel through which God's grace 
shall flow into their soul8. "Cast 
thy bread upon the waters : for thou 
shalt find it after· many days."• 

A. i\I. 
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THE BIBLE AT GOTTINGEN FAIR. 

Exlmcts f,·oin the Journal of Geo,·,qe 1lfeyei·, Colporte1w, in Hanove,·. T,·anslatcd 
by Miss M. A. 0,1cken. 

RECENTLY, it being fair-time at Got- long since erased from their vocabn
tingen, I asked and received permis- lary," and did not hesitato to say I 
sion from the authorities to st.-1,nd urnst be either a fool or a knave, to 
with my Bibles in the market. Here, do business in Bibles at the present 
among the various visitors of the fair, day. "Such antiquated fables," they 
I had ample opportunity to see how said, "were well enough for our fore• 
adapted alike to all are the trnths of fathers, with their simple notions, but 
the Gospel. My stall, a perfect no- the world is progressing and has out
velty in the place, attracted many a lived the Bi))le." Although I had an 
passer-by, and before au hour had opportunity of putting in a few words, 
passed, Lutherans, Reformed, :md I found I could best meet the objec
Papists, had crowded round me, tions and arguments of all, by telling 
curious to know who of them might them that everlasting salvation lies 
cL,im me as a brother in the faith. not in any particular creed or confes
" Yon are a Lutheran, of course," J sion, but alone in the blood of Jesus 
said une; "Luther was a great friend Christ, who died for us on the cross. 
to the Bible." "You must belong to II " Every substitute for his means of 
the Reformed Church," continued salvation," I added, "is a human sub
another; "the Refo1·med lay most stitute; those will be found to fail in 
value on the Bible ;" and a Roman the great day of reckoning." Those 
Catholic, hearingthetwofirstspeakers who admitted the authenticity of the 
receive a negative answer, exclaimed, Scriptures, did not venture to deny 
a,; he hastily laid down the book, the truth of my words, yet none 
which bore the anathematised name heartily responded to them. The 
of Luther, "Jf you are neither Lu- pretty exterior and low price of our 
therau nor Reformed, what are you Bibles, however, caused some pur
then 1 for a Roman Catholic you can- chases to be made. Then the crowd 
not be ! " "My creed," I replied, "is gradually dispersed, but I was not 
contained in the Word of God, and withoutcustomersthroughouttheday. 
derived from thence. True religion In the evening some of my early 
consists in doing the will of God, and visitors returned, to ask questions 
the Bible alone reveals to us that concerning Christianity, which they 
will." But now such a clamour of had not liked to put in presence of 
voices ensued that I was fain to be the people. Among them was a young 
silent. Every one loudly declared man, a student at the GoUingen Uni
himself to be in possession of true versity, who confessed that from o. 
religion. One had been baptized and child-like belief in the Bible, im,tilled 
contirwed in the Christian faith, as into him by pious parents, he had, 
taught by Luther"s Catechism; an- through_ the evil influence of ungo_clly 
other boasted of having been born compamons, been persuaded to reJect 
and trained in the Holy Apostolic one truth after another, until ho had 
Church of Rome; a tliird rejoiced in sunk into materialism. "With my lips 
belonging to the Reformed Chur~h, (and, oh, how gladl,Y W?uld I often 
whose purity of doctrine and practice l,ave ?een able t? do it w1tli my henrt) 
exceeded that of any other. . I demed the ex1st~~c.e of a ~od, and 

'l'Lese, pa,· excellence, were the rch- ,di hnman r~spo~s1b1lity. I hved o_nly 
gious part of my visitors; there was tor the gratification of all my desires 
,Jso among them a large majority and inclinations, led every sinfnl 
w!to declared "re!i6cion to be a word pleasure, was succeeded by o. feeling 
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of satiety, and I was oflen haunted him the Saviour bleeding and <lyi1,:; 
by a sense of the anger of some higher for his sins; a1..1d I at length parted 
Power. I came to the fair to make from him in the hope, that if not on 
merry, but your words cast a fire- earth, yet in heaven, I shall be per
brand into my heart, and the word, mitted to bail this sinner as one of 
'God will not be mocked,' has burned those who ha,·e "washed their robes 
like a fire in my soul through the and made them white in the blood of 
day, and I now come to ask, \Vhat the Lamb." Tbc young me.n pur
shall I do 1" My own heart rose in chased a Bible and some tracts. E 
prayer and gratitude to my heavenly was dark, and the market was quite 
Father, as I now sought to present to deserted l,efore we separated. 

BAPTISM IN ENGLAND IN_ 627. 

IN the famous "Ecclesiastical History banishment, of Quenberga, the daugh
of England," by the venerable Bede, ter of Cearl, king of the llforcians." 
edited by J. A. Giles, we find the fol- Again he states, that "Paulin us, at a 
lowing statements in Chapter xiv.: certain time, coming with the king 
"King Edwin, with all the nobility of I and queen to the royal country-seat, 
the nation, and a lai·ge number of the i which is called Adgefrin, stayed there 
common sort, received the faith, and : with them thirty-six days, fully occl!
the washing of regeneration, in the : pied in catechising and baptizing; 
eleventh year of his reign, which is I during which days, from morning till 
the year of the incarnation of our I night, he did nothing else but instrnct 
Lord 627, and about one h1mdred ancl. the people, resorting from all Yillages 
eighty after the coming of the English and pl11ces, in Christ's saving word ; 
into Britain." Bede afao states, in the I and, when instructed, wa,;/,ed them with 
same chapter, that "Paulinus, for the the water of absolution in the rii·e,· 
space of six years, preached the word ! Glen, which is close by. These tbir,gs 
of God, and all that were pre-ordained : happened in the province of the Ber
to eternal life bel-ievtd and we1·e bap- ! nicians; but in that of the Deri also, 
tized. Among whom were Osfrid (IIld ! where he was wont to be with the 
Eadfri<l, King Edwin's sons, who were : king, he baptizecl in tlte 1·ii•e1· Swa/,;." 
both born to him whilst he was in 1 

PEN AND INK SKETCHES. 

NO. IV,-THE REY, C .• H. SPURGEON. 

By the Author of the "Metropolitan Pulpit," etc. 

A young man, in the twenty-first year The result was that it was agi·ced lo 
of his age, hns just appeared under enlarge the chapel, and that the 
this name, among our metropolitan youthfulministerslwulcl preach in llic 
preachers, o.nd is creating a great sen- large room of Exeter Hall for eigl.t 
sation in the religious world. He had Sundays, until the re-opening of l,i~ 
only been a few weeks settled as own place of worship. It will easily 
minister of Park-street Chnpel, South- be believed how great must be the 
wa.rk, before that commodious place popularity of this almost bo~·ish prea
was filled to overflowing, while hun- cher, whon we mention, that ycst.er
dreds at each service went away who <lay, both morning and eveni11g, tlw 
Were unable to effect an cntmuee. large hall, capable of coat.,ining from 
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4,000 to 5,000 persons, was filled in would impress upon him the indis
every p,ll't.. 1'1r. Spurgeon belongs to pensable necessity of relinquishing 
the Baptist denomination, in which his those theatrical attitudes into which 
father is a minister, in the neighbour- he is in the habit of throwing himself. 
hood of Cambridge. He is short in In Exeter Hall yesterday, instead of 
stature, and somewhat thickly built, confining himself to the little spot 
whioh, with an exceedingly broad, converted into a sort of pulpit for him, 
massive face, gives him the appearance he walked about on the platform just 
of one of twenty-six or twenty-seven as if he had been treading the boards 
years of age, instead of twenty-one. of Drury-lane Theatre, while perform
His doctrines are of the Calvinist ing some exciting tragedy. We hope, 
school. He is a young man, we are however, that in these respects be will 
told, of extensive i,.,formation, espe- improve. It is with that view we give 
cially on theological subjects, and of him our friendly counsels. He is quite 
a highly cultivated mind. There can an original preacher, and therefore 
be no.doubt that he possesses supe- will always draw large congregations, 
rior ti!.lents, while, in some of hi8 and, consequently, may be eminently 
happier flights, he rises to a high made the means of doing great good 
order of pulpit oratory. It is in pathos to classes of persons who might never 
that he excels, though he does not otherwise be brought within the sound 
himself seem to be aware of the fact. of a faithfully-preached Gospel. He 
But for some drawbacks in the young ha.<! evidently made George Whitfield 
divine, we should anticipate great his model; and, like that unparalleled 
usefulness from him, because he not preacher-that prince of pulpit ora
only possesses qualities peculiarly tors, is very fond of striking-.aP.OS· 
adapted to attract and rivet the atten- trophes. Like him, too, he bas a 
tion of the masses, but he makes powerful voice, which would, at times, 
faithful and powerful appeals to the be more pleasing, and not less im
consciences of the unconverted. In pressive, were it not raised to so high 
the spirit of sincere friendship we a pitch. 

"THE HOUR OF PRAYER." 

(Acrs iii. 1.) 

The hour of prayer! how calm, how I 'Tia then the il;!urden'd, sorrowing 
sweet, breast, 

W"ben saints in hallowing concert Finds refuge, solace, strength, and rest. 
m~ . -

To cast on God their every care, The honr of prayer! yes, we will prize 
By bumble and believing prayer. It far beyond life's cherished joys; 

Still shall our willing, constant feet, 
Ascend Devot.ion's calm retreat. Tbehonr of prayer! still may it prove 

A stimulus to faith and love; 
And cause the languid soul to feel 
Fenent desires and ardent zeal. 

These hours of prayer ! how swift 
they fly, 

And the last season draweth nigh! 
The hour of prayer! from earth-tie8 I 1;hen ~ft let Christiane gather where 

i-i ven 1 he fnends of Jesus meet for prayer. 
It yields ~n antepru,t of hcwen; Eymfoi·d, Kent. Fa,\NCES W-. 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
AFTER an inlerregnum or almost a fort
night, during which time the Earl of 
Derby, Lord John RuAsell, and Lord Palmer
ston have tried their hands at forming a 
Ministry, the efforts of the two former 
noblemen were unsuccessful, and the tatter, 
with the whole of his former ejected col
leagues, excepting the Earl of Aberdeen, 
the Duke or· Newcastle, and Lord John 
Russe11, constitute the present pro tempore 
Government. Lord Palmerston i$ anxious 
to evade the inquiry, a motion for which 
Jed him to his present distinguished posi
tion as Premier. Mr. Roebuck, it is hoped, 
will fo1low on in.the course upon wh :eh he has 
entered W•th every prospect of success i for 
it cannot be for a moment· imagined the 
majority will suffer themsel ,·e~ to be cajoled 
by the plausible plf•adings of the Premier. 
Jn the name of outraged humanity. and of 
the relatives of the dead and the dying, as 
well as for the brave men now before tht> 
walls of Sebastopol, and for the honour of 
our country, we say, at aJl hazardi,;, let there 
be a fair and full inquiry into the causes 
which have lessened our army in the East to 
a third of the number which left our shores. 
At the time ,we are writing, Mr. Roebuck 
is expected to propose the names of thOSt> 
who ·are to constitute the Committee of 
Inquiry. It is supposed that some corn 
promise ,vill be .ittempted i but this, we 
apprehend, will not satisfy the country. 
That there is blame resting somewhere, all 
parties at length admit. Who are the mur
derers of the myriads of our brave country
men in tQ,e East, and the betrayers of our 
country's honour? Let them be discovere-d 
and dismissed. 

The Premier hints at a dissoluti,m of Par
liament, in case the House of Commons 
11ersist in the inquiry, and thus cast him.self 
and his coll'eagues upon the sutrra,es of the 
people. Let him make the attempt! Dare 
he? 

Since writinff, the above, Mr. Gladstone, 
Mr. Sidney Herbert, Mr. C;1rdwell, and Sir 
James Graham, have i,ligned their offices in 
c,,n11ection "Ith the preSent Administration 
from which they retire-the nlleged gtounds 
for this abandonment of th·eir colleagues 
being the reverse of that which occasioned 
the reti,cment of Lord John Russell from 
the former Ministry, they being opposert 10 
Lord Palmerston•~ concession to Mr. Roe
~ucK's motion for inquiry. Though exceed
ingly clever, the retiring' Peelite clique 
can be very well dispensed with. 
. The Emperor Napoleon has expressed his 
mtention of leaving his uncle Jerome Re
gent of France, while he takes the comm,rnd 
or the Frenrh Anny in the Crimea. 

Prussia has at length proposed to join 
the We5tern Powers. All Europe sef'ms to 
l1e arming for the great conflict of the 
natio11e. 

Lord John Russell has gone to Vienna, as 
Plenipotentiary for England,in what we hope 
will prove lo be the great Peace Conference. 
May the God or Peace give to oUr senators 
wisdom, that they may seek peace, and IJUr
aue it? 

Mr. Gladstone h;:is introduced into the 
Commons House bf Parliament a Bill which 
will have the elfec-t of liberating the news
paper press from the shackles by which it 
has hitherto been enthralled. The country 
will for a time be inundated with cheap 
newspapers. But the demand in tb·s, 3-'i in 
all case,;, will regulate the supply. We are 
thankful the Baptists have so respectable 
and so well conducted a paper as the II Free
man." Let ils future he conducted with the 
same ability as at present, and, maugre 
the croakings of some over-cautiou..-/not to 
say interested objector~, it must become a 
general favourite with the denomination at 
large. Success to the "Free:man !." May the 
pastors, and deacons, and members of our 
churches give all possible aid to this most 
praisewor1hy and onerous undertaking. 

The Anti-State Church party in Parlia
ment in1end to follow up their .... ucC":essful 
attack on uniYersity tests with a vigorous 
attempt to effect the immediate abolition or 
church rates; and if Dissenters throughout 
the country support lhem by using their 
influence with M.P.'s, and by forwarding 
petitions to Parliament, they will be suc
cessful, 

MR. PETO. 
(From Friday'• Gazette, Feb. 16.) 

11 The Queen has been pleased to direct 
letters patent to be passed under tbe ,g-1eat 
seal, granting the rli~nity of Baronet of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire
land unto Samut-l Morton Peto, of Somer
leyton Hall, in the county of Suffolk, and of 
Kensington Palace Gardens, in the county 
of Middlesex, Esquiret-aud to his lawJul 
male heirs." 

This spontaneous act on the part of Her 
Majesty is alike honoural>le to herself and 
to the excellent and patriotic gentleman 
upon who111 sbe has thus c-onferred this well
merited distinction, 

we'hav"" just received information of the 
death nf Joseph Hume, M.P., the veternn 
Reformer. 

DREAD RIOTS. 
On Wednesday and '1'hursdny 1 tht> inlrnbit

ants of the East of London were kept in a 
stnte of continued excitement by 1he alarm~ 
ing conduct or several hundf~rl dock ln
hourers, and other destitute persons, who 
paraded the ~treets, the rin~leaders carrying 
a four-pound loaf nn the top of a long pole, 
with a plaoard. "We are starving, and want 
bread." Several person~ were taken into 



56 DENOMINATIO:,.,\.L INTELLIGENCK, 

custody, and large bodies of reserve con-1 arrested, and police arrangements effected 
stablt>s have been stationed in Lhe disturbed which it is hoped will prevent the recurrenc: 
rlistricts. Similar riots have taken place at of proceedin~s which, however great the 
Liverpool, in which abont .500 persons took privations of the suffering poor, can lead 
part. Si::a:ty oC the ringleaders have been only to increased misery to all parties. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 

Riseley, Beds.-The Rev-. J. Dixon has re
~igned the pastorate of the Baptist Church 
in this village. 

Lon.dcm, Keppel-street.-Rev. S. Milner, of 
Shadwell, ha.s accepted an invilation to 
the pastorate. 

Darlingto,,, Yorks.-The Rev. J. Green, son 
of the late Rev. 1. Green, of Newcastle, 
has accepted an invitation to the pas
torate. 

Winchcombe, Glouce&ter.-Rev. R. Grace, 
frolll Harpole, Northamptonshire. 

H"ughton 11.egis, near Dunstable, Beds.
The Re,·. J. Lewes, from Darlington. 

Accrington.~The Rev. C. Willia.ms ha~ re
:-.igneci the pastorate of the Baptist Church 
here. 

Salford, ,iear Manche,ter.-The Rev. Mr. 
Dunckley has resi1;tned the pastorate of 
the Baptist Church in this place. • 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
Hengoed.-Feb. 8th, of Mr. IL Williams, late 

of Pontypool College. Rev. R. Evans, 
Hirwain, delivered the iutroductory uiS
course. Rev. T. Price, of Aher<lare. pro
posed the usual questions, anrl offered the 
recognition prayer. Rev. 'f. Thomas, !'re
sident of Pontypool Colle!{e, del1vl·red lhe 
charge to the p<1s1or. The Rev. Mr. Evans, 
of Dowlais, addressed the Church. Ser
mons during the day were preached IJy 
the Rev. Messrs. r:.ideP. and Williams, of 
Treforest; Evan&, of Merthyr; Davjes, of 
Brittc,n Ferry; Williams, of Cymbach; 
and Edwarcls, ofTroerlyrhiw, 

Lirr-rpo()l, So/,o-,treet.-Jan. 2, of the Rev. 
:Mr. Joues, over the Church that day 
fon:ied, consisting of thirty-one members. 
Tl:e Rtv. G. Mitchell, of Jrwell-terrace, 
Bacup, offered the recognition r,raycr. 
The lleL J. Smith, or .Dacup, delivel'etl 
th,;: charge to the pa:.tor, and the Rev. G. 
~litchel addressed the Church. 

OPEYING OF NEW CHAPELS, &c. 
:ia.rmundham, Sujfotk: - A new Baptist_ 

Chapel in tllis town was recently ope11cc.l, 
wheu three bermons were preached Uy the 
Rev. J. Wells, of Surrey Tabernacle. 

Blo1Jm~bu,·y .Mi.ssiun Hall.-The S.wiss Pro
testant Church, in the Fhe Dials, has 
been L1kc-n by the Jlev. \V. Brock's con
;?rc~.1t1on, and converted into a l\list1iun 
11:.ul, anU wati opcntd, February lJLh, the 

working classes beiog specially invited. 
Sir Samud Morton Peto, Bart., presided. 
Suitable addresses were delivered bv 1he 
Rev. W. Drock, and several others; after 
which the worthy Baronet announct-d his 
intentiuu of delivering lectures to the 
working classes, promising that his first 
should be 1-dvcn in that Hall. 

Kenningto11, Park, Ebenezer 1'abernaclP- has 
IJeen taken by a portion of the church 
and con~regation meeting at Regent-street, 
Lambeth, On Sunday, February 18th, the 
Rev. C. T. Keen, their former pastnr. 
preacherl on the occa:iion; who, with 
these friends, intend to establish another 
Baptist Church in this populous neigh
bourhood. 

Bri_ghtou, 1'hird Baptist Church,Queen's•road. 
-A Third Daptist Church, consisting 
principally. of friends wh:1 have retired 
from EbenezerBaptist Chape], having IJeen 
attempttd with cornrirlerable success, a 
public tea meeting was held on Feb. 17th, 
presided over l>y the Rev. W. Hawkins, of 
liradford, Wilts. Addresses were delivered 
by the Rev. MesST:4. rsaacs, of Bond-street; 
and Anderson, of Southwick. Li\.·ely ex
pres::.ions of pleasure were uttered hy the 
Jarge assembly preseut- for the evening's 
opportunity. 

SPECIAL SERVICE. 
A meeting, in connection with the Young 

Men's Association, was held on Feb. 13th, 
at the Mission House, Moorgate•street, to 
take leave of three .Mis8ionarits-Mei,ii-rs. 
Evans, Sampson, and Mackay, recently 
appointed to India. A large company as
sembled. The Rev. J. Aldis, as Chairman, 
opened the proceedings in a very efl"cctive 
and appropriate speech. After 80111e ei:
planatory obser)'ations by the Secretary, 
the Rev. F. Trestrail, the Rev. 'f. J. Cole 
(formerly Secretary to the Association), 
and Mr. John Eastby, addre~:-.ed the Mi&
sionaries; to whom Mr. E\'rins ferliugly 
and eloquently respond<.'cl. The meeling 
was also addressed l>y \V. H. Watson, E•q., 
and the Rev. G. Small, from India. The 
ltev. Joshua Russell, and Mess:-:.. Tre:s
siclcr, Appleford, and Dusset1Jr, conducted 
the devotional exercise:-. At the close of 
the service, tlie llev. J. Aldis acknow• 
ledgt?cl a vote of thanks, and concluded 
the interesting proceeC.ings by sha.king 
hands with the M1:jsionarie::; iu behalf of 
the company. 
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PRESENTATION SERVICES. 
London, Jlfead's-court.-Feb. 6th, a p11.blic 

tea meeting was held to celebrate the 
third anniversary of the pastorate of the 
Rev. J.E. Bloomfield. N.otwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather, a very 
large company assembled, who, after tea, 
were addressed by the Rev. Messrs. New
born, Milner, Foreman, and Fiehl. At 
the close of Mr. Field's address, one of t11e 
deacons presented Mr. Bloomfield with a 
ltandsome silver go bier, with an appropri
a1e inscription, which wa9 most feelingly 
acknowledged by Mr. Bloomfield. 

- Bermond3ey, }t"ew-road.-Dec. 26th, the 
nev. F. Chivers was presented by the 
Church v.ith Dr. Kitto's .. Pictorial Bible,., 
four volumP&. 

- Little Witd-slreet.-On Jan. 1st, the 
twenty-first annivenary of his pastorate, 
the Rev. C. Wollacott was presented with 
a Bible and a purse of money, and the 
pastor's lVife with a handsome writing
desk, as an expression of ~rateful esteem 
for her unwearied efforts in the service of 
the Church. 

Leighton Buzzard, Lake-street Chapel.-Th.e 
Church and congreg::1tion presented their 
pa~tor, the Rev. S. Cowdy, with a purse 
of fourteen sovereigns, as a mark of their 
esteem. 

Smurdrm, Kent.-Dec. 31st, the Church and 
congregation presented their pastor, the 
n~v. \V. Sycklemore, with a purse of )Ol. 

Eym;Jord, Kent.-Jan. Jst, the Church and 
congregation presented their pastor, the 
Rev. J. Whittemore, with a purse of 
, ... , ~tve sovereigns. Afler tea refresh
ments, the pastor made a ~uitable ac
knowlerlgment of the expres~ion of esteem 
he hacl that day received from the people 
of his charge. 'l'he meeting was subse
(JUently, and it is hoped' profilnbly, ad
dressed h_v the deacon11, ,vhitehead, Ro
gers, an<l Hearn i nncl also by brethren 
Odd, Skinner, and Wehb. ' 

BrisJol. Pithay.-Jan. Slh 1 a public meetin~ 
was held to celebrate the twentieth anni
ver:mry of the pastorate of the Rev. E. 
Probe:-t. About 500 persons partook of 
ted. refres.htnent. In the evening, H. 0. 
Wills, :Csq. 1 was called to the chair. After 
prayer by the llev. -Clnrk, A.M., pastor 
ofThrissel-street, Mr. Pratten, deacon, pre
sented Mr. Probert, as a token or the 
f'Steem of the congregation, the following 
works :-Scott's "Commentarv," six vo
lumes; Kitto's " Pictorial Dible," two 
volumes; Foster's" Life and Correspond
ence," two volumes; Rogers's O Essays/' 
two volumes; the works of Howe, Fuller, 
and Watson; and the u Christi'1n Cyclo
p~dia." Mr. Probert, in an a11propriate 
address, acknowledged the gift, and the 
meeting w.:1.s subsequently addressed hy 
the llev. )Jessrs. Pearsall, Jack, Bosworth, 
Pratt, Jenkins, Haycroft, and Morris. 

St. Dagmells, Pembroke,hire.-Dec. 25th, the 

Rev. J.P. ,Villiams was presented with a 
purse of 3ll. 71., as a token of esteem 
from the members of the Church and con
gregation. Mr. \V., during tqe twelve 
years of bis pastorate, has baptized 600 
candidates. 

ASSOC[ A.TIO:-" SERVICES. 
Glamor9a1,shire Baptist .dssociotion.-The 

ministers and messengers of thi!i! As..,o
ciation held a quarterly meeting at Hen
goed, on Feb. 7th. In the afternoon 
matters of business were transacted. In 
the eveniog sermons were preached by 
the Rev. Mes&r$. Davies, of CJo':'sy-pare; 
\Vatkins, of .l\Jorriston; and Thomas, of 
Tredegar. 

BAPTISMS. 
.lber,lar~, Nov. 4th.-Four sisten, in the 

river Cynon. Nov. 25th.-Fourteen in 
Mill-street Chapel. Dec. 17th.-One in 

. the river; and .Uec. 24th, one, also in the 
river, by Mr. Price . 

.IJncup, ]rwell-tcrrace, Dec. 3lst.-Two by 
MrcMitchell. 

Birmingham, Heneag'!-street, ·Jan. ith.
l'our l,y ~lr. Taylor. 

Bra11do11, Suffolk, Dec. 17th.-Two by Mr. 
Scarr. 

Cardiff, Bethany, Dec. l 7th.-One hy 1\fr. 
Thomas, of Pontypool i and Dec. 8th. after 
a sermon by Mr. Puller, two by Mr. Jonl.!s, 

Carlton, Beds, Dec. 15th.-Six by l\lr F.vans, 
two of whom are gr:rnddaughters of the 
late venerable pastor, Mr. c: Vorky. 

Clcueden, near Bdstol, Jan. l~t.-'l'en by 
l\Jr. Victor. 

G/adeslry, Radnorshire, Dec. 17th.-Three 
by Mr. Godson. 

Humm"smith, Dec. 3lst.-Sixby Mr. Leech
mnn. 

Hol_,,head, Nov. 12th.-Four by Mr. Morgan. 
Hrill, George-street, Dec. 24th.-One by Mr. 

Hall. 
Ip,wich, Bethesda, Jan. 7th.-Seven by Mr. 

Poock. 
Llandiloe.t, Dec. I0th.-Two females in the 

river Severn, one of whom wns upward~ 
of eigh1y years of age, by Mr. Evans. 

London, Churcl,-slreel, Blackfriars. Dec. 3Jst. 
-Five by Mr. Maizey, for the pastor. 

-- New Park-street, Feb. Jst.-N ine; and 
on Feh, 22nd, at Maze Pond Chapel. owrng 
to the enlargement of New Park-street 
Chapel, ten by Mr. Spur~eor1. 

-- Mount Zion Chapel, JJonet-iqrrnrt, Dec. 
3lst.-Five by Mr. Foreman. 

-- Bermondse!I, New-road, J3n.1rh.-Five 
by Mr. ChiTers. 

-- Little J'-'ild-strnt, Dec. 3lt\t.-Thc 
l!ra11d&on of the pastor, Mr. Woliacott. 

- Trinity-Jlrul, Southwark, Dec. 3ht.
Eight hy Mr. Betts. 

J,.Tewcasrle-on-1"yne, New-court, Feb. lst.
Four by Mr. Davies. 

Notlingham, Stoney-,trut, Jan. 14th.
Twenty-two for the pastor, Mr. llunter, 
by Mr. Jones, or Spalding. 
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PlJ=,,eJ,, Howt--Btra,t,-Tltree by Mr. Pen, 
ton. 

Poplr,,-, Bq.st I,1tlia-road1 Nov. 2n-d.-Two 
by Mr. Bowle•. 

Sutt.on-in-Ashfic'd, Notis, Dec. 24-tb.-Fi'Te 
by the pastor. 

Tunbridge Wells, Dec. Sht.-Four by Mr. 
Edwards. 

DEATHS. 
Allen, Mrs., wife of the Rev. W. Allen, late 

Daptist Minister, Newport, Monmouth
shire, aged 28. 

Ashton, Ann, Feb. 7th. daughter of the late 
Thomas Ashton, of Spald wick, Hunts, 
a~ed 62. 

AlexandC'r, Mr. J., mereh3nt, Jan. rth, at 
A berchi.rder. Aanffsh1re. aged 80, for about 
thirty years deacon of the Baptist Church 
there. 

Davis, Mr. W., Dec. 30th, deacon of the 
Baptist Church, Cefu Mawr, aged 50. 

Davies, Mr. Jer., Jan. 26th, at his residence, 
Howard-street, Reading, age1l 71-, for more 
th,in firty-two years 'a member of the Bap
tist Church, King-street. 

Haddon, Mr. John, printer, late of Castle
street. Finsbury. Feb. 5th, aged 71. 

Hollinrake, Rev. H., Jan. 16th, for nearly 
fifty years pastor of the Baptist Church, 
Birchcliffe, aged 80 years. -

Hulme, Mrs., Jan. 14th, wife of Mr. H. 
Hulme, deacon of the Daptist Church, 
,nimot-street, Hulme, aged 23. 

Kent, Rev. S., late of Digg·leswade, Beds, 
Feb. 5th, at Ipswich, aged 4-5. 

Lord, Mr. T., of Baoup, Nov. 27th. 
New, Rev. C., l\.finister of Clarence-street 

Baptist Chapel, Penzance, Cornwall. On 
Sunday evening-, Jan. 7th, Mr. N. had 
preached in the mnrning, and at four 
o'clock retired to his study, taking a cup 
of tea with him. When Mrs. New entered 
the study, to allow one of the children 
to wish her father good· night, he was 
found in a reclinin~ posture, in his study
chair; a book was lyin:{ open before him, 
as if laid down for a moment, while its 
student thought; his head was a little 
reclined over the left shoulder; and, 
though still warm, and looking as placid 
as if in repose, quite dead. The con
gregation had already assembled in the 
chapel, anti the time for commencing the 
service had only been passed a minute or 
two, when the startling intelligence was 
communicated that their beloved minister 
had thus suddenly expired. ,. Be ye 
therefore also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh." 

Overbury, Mrs., Jan. 19th, at the residence 
of her son, the Rev. J. Overbury, Baptist 
Minister, Pershore, ,vorcestershlre, aged 
79. 

Rissbrook, Miss, Dec. 14th, at Brandon, 
Suffolk, aged 41. 

Sycklemore, Mr, R., Jan. 6th, at Bow, aged 
59. 

Stantial, Mrs., Jan. 22nd, at Caine, \.\"ilts, 
daughter of the late Rev. Isaac Taylor, 
more than thirty years pastor of the Bap
tist Church, Castle-str-=:et, in that town. 

ENLARGEMENT OF "THE BAPTIST MESSENGER." 
We have been exceedingly perplexed as to the propriety-of enlarging the BAPTIST 

MEssENGERi but having h!!en very generally and repeatedly urged to do so, we have, 
with considerable hesitation, ventured upon extenrling it to its present size and price. 
Having already obtained a wide circulation, we doubt not of ultimately succeeding in our 
efforts to supply the masses with denominational intelligence, and sound scriptural and 
spiritual instruction, at a price which renders it attainable by al.I. Our present subscribers 
can most effectually aid us hy recommending the MESSENGER to their friends, and in 
obtaining for us additional purchasers. Once TUOre we ask our brethren in the ministry, 
and the deacons and members of our churches and congregations, to aid us in our 
disinterested efforts. 

TO SUPERINTENDENTS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

Just pulJJished, price 3s. per 100; post-free, a,. 6d., 

The Anniversary Supplement to the Sunday-school Hymn-llook; 
CONSISTING OP 

TiVEYTY-F!VE HYMNS, SET TO POPULAR AND STANDARD TUNES, 
ADAPTED FOR ANNIVERSARY SERVICES, 

"',._ "l Here are very l.Jeauliful and approJJiiate Hymns, chiefly original, eaeh of which is 
,-.et to 111~t exqui:,;.ite musk i the use of which at anniversnry services will ohYiate 
1he necessity, and save the expense of printing h)1mns on such occasions, in addition 
to tl:e advanta;;e of Llle acc'Jlllpan)"in~ tunes. 

L<. J!duu: J. PAu L, Chapter House Court, Pate-noster-row. 
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BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 

Minister of New Park-8treel Chapel, Soulhwark. 
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,. Likewise the.Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we know not what to pray for as we 
.ought."-RoM. viii. 26. 

l'rous reader, I will not ask thee to review the long list of the infirmi
ties of our nature. It is a subject so gloomy that I care not to write 
upon it, lest I make this monthly portion a roll of lamentation. 

Sad indeed is the havoc of sin in the soul of man, and dreadful in 
the extreme are the corruptions of the heart and the infirmities of 
the flesh, consequent upon the fall. 

Let us heave the passing sigh, and then mingle with the falling 
tears, the smile of hope, "because the creature itself also shall be 
delivered from the.bondage of corruption." • 

The Apostle is here speaking of the infirmities which we feel in 
prayer, and to this subject let us devoutly turn, invoking the rich 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, who is .able .to make our meditations 
profitable. 

We will first review the infirmities which we feel in prayer ; next, 
the particular one intended in the text ; and thirdly, we will consider 
how the·Spirit helps our infirmities. 

1.-A REVIEW OF THE CHRISTIAN'S INFIRMITIES IN PRAYER.-Beloved 
brethren in the Lord Jesus, we are called daily to feel our weakness ; in 
all our holy exercises, and in prayer, as well as in every other duty, we 
have to groan over the infirmities which mar the service. How often do 
we come from our closets dissatisfied with ourselves, because we have 
had no real intercourse with God ; and, at times, we feel so disabled 
that our prayers, instead of distilling like honey from the comb, have 
been forced out of our souls, word by word, by the strong and rough 
hand of agony and pain. There is one consolation even in this, for 
it is a mark of life to be able to feel, even if the sensation be painful 
in the extreme. Look at the formalist, he can repeat his parrot 
prayer as well at one time as another, and with his brother, the hypo
crite, he can bend his mocking knee, and, with undimmed eye, can 
solemnly run over the pages of his book at his accustomed hour. 
He knows nothing of inward distress, of groanings which cannot be 
uttered, of wrestling, or of midnight cries ; and if we speak thereof, 
he thinks us melancholy, sick, or, at best, most nervous and excit
able. 

' Surely, then, we may take courage from our feeling of infirmity, 
while we sincerely lament the infirmities themselves. 

1. Some of us are afflicted with personal informities. These are 
most apparent in public prayer, and hinder some from engaging in 
the sweet exercise. One complains of want of editcation. He ha11 
never learned the English language, so as to speak it properly. 
When he prays, he fears lest the un~odly should laugh at his blun
ders, and thus dishonour the cause. He opens his mouth wide when 

E 
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h_e speaks ~ith his _G?d alone, 1:mt in public, though he is equally 
sincere, he feels a d1ffide~ce which destroys all the enjoyment and 
freedom he would otherwise experience. It were well if this good 
brother would remember that "the Spirit helpeth uur infirmities," 
and that the sons_ of God care infinitely more for spiritual worship 
than for grammatical expression. Let him recollect, that in public 
as well as in private, he is speaking to God, and not to man. God 
does not love His children any the less because they cannot speak 
plain ; and, as for your brethren, be assured that if you can enter 
into communion with God, if you can pour out your heart before 
Him, they will be so cheered, comforted, and elevated, that they 
will forget your slips of language, or errors of style. A bad 11ie-

11wry is another drawback. Some memories are like sieves, they 
will hold no water. Sweet promises, choice texts, and precious 
words, which we long to plead at the throne, slip through our 
memories into the sea of oblivion. We wished to pray for missions, 
but, while supplicating for the sick, foreign lands were forgotten. We 
wanted to have made intercession for the perishing masses around us, 
but we only recollected the church itself. 

Well, brother, do you intend to be speechless, because you cannot 
string your petitions on the silver cord of recollection?-Will you be 
dumb, because your memory is treacherous 1 Oh, no! the Spirit will 
help you here ; while you are weak you will be strong; less of the 
creature will be seen, and more of the holy influence from above. 
I love prayers hot from the oven of the heart, not packed in ice, like 
salmon, months before, to keep them for a convenient season. 

Want of e:rpression is a very common excuse for silence. "Brother 
So-and-so is a gifted man ; it is a treat to hear him ; but, as for me, I 
have to hunt for words, and I had much rather hold my stammering 
tongue." Oh, but, brother, "the Spirit helpeth our infirmities ! " 
Our God does not expect His children to speak \,Jank verse. b there 
not a pride in this speech of yours 7 It looks humble, but depend 
upon it, pride lies at the bottom of it. You will not open your mouth, 
because diamonds will not drop from your lips : you will be silent, 
because your words will win you no honour among men. Oh ! say 
not so. Does the glowworm quench his lamp, because he is not a 
star 1 Do the stars refuse to shine, because they look not so large 
as the moon 1 Or, does the moon veil her fair face, because she can
not blaze in splendour like the sun 7 Oh, no ! everything in its own 
order ; each man in his niche, every talent occupied. Let this urge 
you to be no longer a dumb dog that cannot bark, but little as it is, 
throw your mite into the treasury of intercession. 

But perhaps the worst impediment of all is timidit;lj, The blush 
mantles on the cheek if a simple question is to be answered; fear 
hurries the words if they are spoken before others. This must be 
overcome by constant perseverance. Confidence is the result of habit; 
let not fear have the mastery over faith, but evermore remember, 
"The Spirit helpeth our infirmities." 

I might mention a host of other frailties under which we labour, 
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but each one can find some clog on the foot of devotion,-some weak
ness constraining us to cry, "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." Glorious hour when, dropping mortality, we shall be eman
cipated from its ills. 

2.-Under our second head we class circwmstantial infirmities, 
trials, troubles, and afflictions, as well as cares of the world, business, 
family attention, etc., etc. It is not easy to make the servant stay at 
the foot of the mountain, while we worship God alone upon the 
summit. Many a Christian carries the ledger into his closet, and 
while his eyes should be up to "the hills, whence cometh our help," 
bis thoughts are roaming in bis pastures or bis corn-fields. A ship 
at sea, a child in the cradle, a friend on a death-bed, a business at 
stake, any one of these will come, like Abraham's birds, and devow· 
the sacrifice, if divine grace does not help us to drive them away; 
but, blessed be the Comforter, He belpeth our infirmities, and even 
makes our trials lift us nearer heaven. Afflictions in themselves are 
dead weights, but by a heavenly mechanism the Holy Ghost employs 
these very weights to lift up our souls. 

3.-The worst of all are spiritual infirrnities. A weakness in the 
spiritual eye, preventing us from beholding the smiling face of our 
reconciled God. Defect in the ear; shutting out the sweet whispers 
of love, and the gentle sound of the promises. Giddiness in the head; 
disabling us from a calm and quiet consideration of the end of all 
things, as working together for the elect. Palsy in the hand, taking 
from us the power to grasp firmly the strong "shalls" and "wills '' of 
-0ur Jehovah; while a faintness of the hea1·t forbids our " coming boldly 
to the throne of grace." 

This concatenation of disorders will sometimes all meet in the same 
person, and then, indeed, the chariot wheels are taken off, and we 
drag heavily along: but the blessed Spirit helps us; He puts a glass 
to the shortsighted eye of faith; He opens the passage to the deaf 
ear; He calms the restless brain; puts His own hand on ours to 
steady the quivering muscles, and lays upon the heart the mighty 
strengthening plaister of His consolations. 

Poor infirm soldier of the cross, here is the military surgeon. "The 
lame shall take the prey," and poor Jacob shall hold the angel, even 
when his thigh is dislocated, 

II.-THE PARTICULAR INFIRMITY COMPLAINED OF IN 'fHE TEXT: 
"We know not what we should pray for as we ought." Do we not 
marvel when we hear so great an apostle making so humbling a 
statement concerning himself and his brethren 1 and do we not wonder 
far more when we find men arrogant enough to pretend not only to 
know what to ask for themselves, but, moreover, dictating forms of 
prayer to others-writing petitions for every day, from January to 
December, and binding their service on unborn generations 1 

We will not, however, stay to controvert with these men of wisdom, 
but will humbly admit the truth of the Apostle's words in 01<,1· own 
case. Full often we ask for poisons, because their taste is sweet ; we 
beg for a. sword, because the hilt is adorned with jewels. Happily, 
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our Fa.ther denies us ; but did He grant our request, we should 
destroy our souls with the poison, and maim our spirits with the 
glittering steel. Wbile we have been begging for these cheating joys, 
we have neglected to cry aloud for mercies more real· and necessary. 
The solid good is forgotten, while the airy fancy is desired, and 
most vehemently sought. 

My brother, is it not good to say, "Lord, teach us to •pray 1" Is it 
not well to cast ourselves upon the stream of Divine influence, and 
:float along in submission to the mysterious power within, feeling like 
the sea bird borne along by a homeward gale, with wings outspread, 
motionless in it...oaelt; but carried onward by the wind 1 

Oh, blessed Spirit ! put us in thy school, and instruct us in the 
lesson of prayer. We confess our ignorance ; we beseech Thee make 
us wise, to offer acceptable service unto Thee. 

I regret, my reader, that I can no longer discourse with thee, for 
the trumpet blows, and I must away to the battle. Another month, 
I hope to tell thee the third thing, viz., How the Spirit helps us. 

Farewell. But ere thou closest the book, ask thyself solemnly, 
Have I any experience of infirmities, or am I a mere formalist, going 
like a blind horse round a mill 1 If thou art. not· a believer, take 
heed, for death is near, and hell is. hot ; yet despair not, for grace is 
free, and Christ is gracious. 

THE CAPTIVE LOOSENED ; OR, HOPE. FOR THE BOUND. 

BY THE REV. W. P. BALFERN, 

Author of" Glimpses of Jesus." 

"Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity."-LU"KE xiii. 12. 

TB:EB.E are many things in this sad world which make the heart of 
man to stoop, tinges his head with grey, and causes his body prema
turely to bend towards that kindred earth, where, sooner or later, he 
must find for a time his last home. To the many evils which sin has 
entailed upon man, and by which he is frequently·so oppressed, must 
also be added those which are brought upon him through the influ
ence of Satanic agency. Of that influence, as exerted upon the body 
at least we hear but little in these modern times. That our Saviour 
may ha~e gathered in some few links of Apollyon's c~in, in this par
ticular, is not improbable ; but that he liad ~owe7 m by-gone ag~s 
grievously to affect the body, as well as the mmd, 1s abundantly evi
dent from.the Gospel narrative. 

The evangelist Luke brings before us-a woman whom a "spirit of 
infirmity" had .bound for many, years ; and the_ Great Teacher tells us 
that Satanic agency was the source of her disease,-that the same 
hand which ravished the temple of man~s soul at the beginning, and 
robbed it.of all its celestial furniture, with infernal malice, had so 
maltreated the frail tenement in which she dwelt, that for eighteen 



THE CAl'TlV:& LOOSENED. 63 

yea.re she had never stood erect. During all these years had the great 
Adversary been tightening his cords about her, and frequently, no 
doubt, under the influence of that spirit of cruelty which ever lives 
in his heart, rejoiced at the thought that he should hold her body in 
misery to the end of her days. Of the mtensity of diabolical hate 
we can scarcely form an adequate idea. ; but who can doubt its exist
ence in the mind of him who felt a. malicious delight in the fearful 
agonies of the Son of God 1 His meat and his drink is to oppose the 
Almighty, while the sufferings of God's creatures ever add additional 
relish to his infernal repast. Misery into the heart of Christ he can
not now introduce, or he would. But as he cannot reach the Master, 
he will, if possible, wound Him through those who love and obey 
Him. Could he accomplish his will, he would fill God's creation to 
overflowing with the same hatred, bitterness, and despair, which 
dwell in himself without diminution or vent. 

This being the temper of man's great foe, the sighs of this " daugh
ter of Abraham," whom he had smitten, were music to his ears, while 
her tears had been his solace as he gazed upon her tottering steps 
and drooping form. He had seen her brow furrowed with care, and 
marked her fruitless attempts to break his bonds. She, poor thing, 
had often thought the hours seemed long, and with her the days 
rolled wearily away. Into the bosom of paternal love she had often 
poured out her grief; and, like Paul, besought the Lord many times 
to remove "the thorn" from the :flesh. Again, and aaain, had she 
cried to the Lord for that help which she could not find in herself or 
her friends ; and which all the skill of this world failed to bring. 
But the answer was delayed; the cloud still hung upon her path, 
and her foe revelled in her grief. The summer ea.me, and the earth 
rejoiced in its fresh mantle of beauty; the birds sang with joy, and all 
around her appeared happy ; but her burden remained: the summer 
departed, and in the lap of winter nature slept to regain her strength ; 
but her body remained weak. The sun gilded her path by day, and 
the stars smiled upon her by night, but she could not look up. Her 
neighbours tripped gaily along, and the sons of Belia! walked proudly 
erect by her side, and sometimes she did think it hard that the God 
of her fathers appeared to shut out her prayers, and her body still 
pressed towards the earth. 

But the day of her deliverance came. "And when Jesus saw lw·," 
etc. ; what, had He not seen her before ? Yes, doubtless, her history 
was well known to him. " Behold, these eigliteen vears she hat!t been 
bound,"· said he; while these years passed tediously along, she could 
scarcely help thinking that her sorrows were entirely overlooked; but 
the days of her affliction were numbered, and the time appointed 
when they should cease had now arrived. He who counteth the stars 
will not be too late, either to confound her adversary, or loosen her 
bonds. Sa.tan had not had the house entirely to himself. Could he 
have pulled down its walls he would have done so with fiendish glee ; 
but Christ held them up. She was a "daughter of Abrnhami," and 
that stooping and oft weary body was His temple ; He knew the 
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place well, and it had long been determined that Satan's cruel work 
should all be undone. 

And now the eye of Christ is upon her ; yes, He looks upon the poor, 
and despises not the weak. "He saw her;" did her beauty attract 
him ? Alas, no : she was deformed and bound. Still He looked upon 
her, and mercy beams from His eye, while love moves His heart. 0 
favoured woman, to excite the attention of Him whom angels obey; 
to command His regard, whose favour is life. Upon her deformed 
body the curious had often gazed, and ignorant mirth had sometimes 
pointed the finger of scorn ; the wise had pondered the cause of her 
infirmity, and the benevolent expressed a passing regret. But now 
ONE see~ her who will not only look, but help ; not only speak, but 
cure ;-'' Woman, thou art loosed fi·om thine infirmity I" Oh, what a 
surprise, what -a deliverance was this! How unexpected, how free! 
Her only merit was disease, but one word brings her cure. She now 
stands erect, and her lips pour forth praise. Oh, how easily the sinner 
conquers when Jesus gives him strength! while be struggles alone 
with his sin, how vain bis efforts to rise ; but, when Christ speaks the 
word, the conscience goes free ; then faith finds a refuge, and Christ 
makes a friend. 0 sinner, wouldst thou be free 1 take thy bonds to 
Christ; look to his blood for thy pardon, and to his grace to subdue 
all thy sins. 

The woman is free, and he who has released her body bas loosened 
her tongue. And will she praise a man? "And sl,e glorified 
GOD I'' Who but God could have loosed her 1 And can she be 
silent l All her movements are vocal-every step utters praise. The 
broken harp is retuned, all its strings are awake, and in the man who 
has healed her, she finds the God whom she adores. On that once 
infirm body Christ bas now written his name, and men while they 
read it, shall exclaim, "This is the Lord's doing!" 0 Satan, thine 
eighteen years labour bas glorified Christ! was this thine intention 1 
Where once thy malice was seen, now the grace of the Lord : will 
this serve thy cause 1 Men now see thou art cruel, and ,Jesus is love ; 
that thou art weak, and Jesus is strong; that thou art foolish, and 
Jesus is wise. A weak woman is thy master, and what canst thou 
say 1 Thou didst pull down her body-it now pulls down thee; through 
her weakness thou didst wound her-her weakness now wounds thee ; 
her frail l:)ody shall bruise thee-the body thou didst bruise. See, the 
woman walks erect! Try now, canst thou make her stoop 1 Come, 
now, scheme, labour, toil-speak! Ah, 'tis vain ! mercy bas lifted her 
up to proclaim thy defeat, and to exhibit His power, wl~ich thou a1·t 
ever seeking to hide. Thus the Captain of Salvation spoils the works 
of the devil, plucks from his hands the heralds of his fame, and makes 
his malice but the foil of His love. 

Let us rejoice in these truths; but let us not forget that we have 
drooping souls now, who stoop by the way, and who in bondage, 
through fear, can scarcely look up; who feel their bonds, and sigh 
for relief; who carry their chains, and cannot get free. Let us point 
such to Christ ; let us speak of his blood ; let us tell them of his 
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grace, and of his power to save. Has Christ made us free 1 Has 
His love melted our chains 1 And shall we be silent among the cap
tives of hell ? God forbid ! may all our movements declare, all our 
words loudly proclaim, that Christ has redeemed us, and lives to loosen 
the bound. Can we expect to enjoy Christ if we serve not his cause 1 
Why passes the church homewards through the world's highway so 
frequently, like a decrepit woman whom Satan has bound 1 Because 
she lives so much to herself, and so little to her Lord; looks so much 
at her burdens, and so seldom to Him. And what .must arouse her, 
and quicken her movements onwards, and upwards 1 The voice of her 
Beloved. And how is she to hear it ? Through the Gospel of His 
grace, and the breath of His Spirit. Then let us cleave to the for
mer, and pray for the latter; and let us anticipate the period when 
the voice of Christ again shall be heard, and when, spreadina- his 
hands over the dust of His sleeping church, she shall arise, and stand
ing upon the shining summit of everlasting day, shall no longer appear 
like a stooping woman whom Satan has bound, but like a youthful 
bride adorned for her husband, to exhibit his glory and laud his 
name. 

Hamwiersmith, Jan. 7th. 

SORROW FOR SIN. 

BY REV. JAMES SMITH, CHELTENHAM. 

"I will be sorry for my sin.''-PsA. xi:xviii. 18. 

THIS is right, this is reasonable; but it is often difficult, for we are 
frequently more affected with the sins of others than with our own. 
".My sins I" What are they 1-have you examined 1-have you inves
tigated 1-have you arranged them 1-have you tried to remember 
them 1 There are heart sins. These perhaps never see the light ; no 
eye rests on them but the eye of God. Where should we hide our 
heads if the sins of our hearts were published 1 There are sins of the 
tongue, of the temper, and of the life ; sins into which we are 
betrayed, and sins more deliberately committed; sins in the family, 
sins in the world, and sins in the service of God ; sins against man, 
and sins against God. How numerous-how aggravated-how utterly 
inexcusable our sins are ! Some sin in the dark, but we sin in the 
light. Some sin against majesty, but we againsi mercy. The sins of 
some are against the Lawgiver, but ours a.re against the kind, the 
tender, the loving Father. Our sins are like scarlet and crimson : 
they grieve the Holy Spirit, they dishonour the Eternal Father, and 
they crucifie'd and murdered the only be~otten Son ; they have 
marred creation, affected the course of provtdence, and done every
thing bitt baffle grace. In size they are like the great mountains, and 
in number like the sands. Every sin deserves hell ; what, the;i, must 
sins so numerous, so great, so aggravated as ours deserve 1 Oh, that 
the Holy Spirit would give us a clear, correct, a.nd heart-affecting 
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view of our sins ! This would humble our pride, destroy our self
righteousness, and endear the precious, precious blood of Jesus more 
than ever. Reader, has God ever shown you your sins in the light of 
his holy law 1 Have you ever· seen your sins set in the light of His 
countenance 7 Have you ever seen them in the agony and bloody 
sweat, in the cross a.nd passion of the Son of God 1 If not, you will 
never be sorry for your sins, with that sorrow that worketh repent
ance unto life. 

In order to carry out this purpose, and be sorry for our sins, we 
must have correct views of God's covenant character. While we look 
upon God simply as a Lawgiver, as one pledged to punish our sins, 
we shall be filled with self-pity, alarm, and concern to escape punish
ment ; but we shall not be sorry for our sins. But if we see that God 
is love-that it goes to his heart to punish us for our sins-that, 
rather than do so, he will deliver up his only begotten and well
beloved Son for us-if we hear his loving voice warning us, expostu
lating with us, and beseeching us to be reconciled to him-if we see 
that our sins wound his heart, and yet he pities and pardons us-then 
we shall be prepared to be sorry for our sins. It is love, the free, 
infinite, and eternal lo,e of God that breaks the heart, that opens the 
sluices of repentance, and that fills us with godly sorrow. It is when 
I realize that my sins are against the law of love, and the God of 
love, that I am sorry for them. It is when I see that they pierced 
and wounded incarnate love in the person of Jesus, and that they 
grieve his loving heatt still, that my sorrow for them is stirred. 
When I sit on the brow of Calvary, and witness the sorrow, the pain, 
the death-throes of the Son of God, and realize that my sins were the 
procuring cause of all, then my heart breaks, then I weep, then I 
mourn for him as one that mourneth for his only son, and am in 
bitterness as one that is in bitterness for his first-born-I am sorry 
for my sin. 

Reader, are you acquainted with sorrow for sin 1 Has the fear of 
hell been taken away-has the assurance of heaven been given thee
and yet have you felt as if your heart would break with grief on 
account of sin 1 Evangelical repentance, the repentance that is unto 
life, and that needeth not to be repented of, is heart sorrow for pardoned 
sin-sin that cannot damn us-sin that will not turn away the love 
of God from us. It is the child weeping because he has grieved his 
Father-affected by his Father's love, which he has seen shining in 
his tears. To be sorry that I have incurred displeasure, and brought 
upon myself punishment, is one thing; and to be sorry that I have 
wounded the tender heart of God, is another. The former is sorrow 
for the effects, and may be purely selfish ; the latter is sorrow for the 
cause, and flows from love to God in the soul. If we are not sorry 
for our sin, we have no proof that God has pardoned sin ; if we are 
not sorry for sin, we shall never heartily forsake sin. If we are 
sorry for our sin, we shall not speak lightly of it, or turn it into jest. 
No; i~ will humble us, lay us in the dust, and make us loathe our
selves m our own sight. The deeper our repentance, the sweeter the 
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joys of pardon; the greater our sorrow for sin, the more precious will 
Jesus be as our deliverer from sin; the more pungent our grief at the 
cross, the warmer will be our zeal in the church, and the more careful 
our walk in the world. Holy and ever-blessed Spiiit, give us such a 
sight of sin, such a sense of the love of God, such a realization of 
pardon, and such fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, as shall 
cause us daily and hourly to say, "I will confess mine iniquity, and 
be sorry for my sin ! " 

Cheltenham, .March 5th. 

THE RIVER OF S.AL V ATION. 
BY THE REV. B. K. BLAND, OF CHESHUNT. 

_"There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God."-PSA. xlvi. 4. 

"HE must increase !" Oh, Divine necessity! Oh, glorious growth! 
The word of the Lord is gone forth, the authority of Jehovah hath 
decreed it. The might of the Lord of Hosts hath la.id the foundations, 
and the unfailing wisdom of the Eternal hath set the wheels of time 
in motion to effect the purpose. The all-pervading Spirit of the 
Highest is gathering the intelligent universe to accomplish the end ! 
The hosts of hell leap up to defy and annul the design. But while the 
malice of Satan leagues with the pride of man to cut asunder 
the golden bands of Eternal love, "He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh," Adonai Jehovah shall hold their fiery strife in awful 
derision. The systems of a sinful world will he dash into pieces as 
a potter's vessel. All that is deceitful and deceiving in lying idolatry 
and bloated superstition, will he utterly destroy, and then "excelsior." 
The consecrated hosts of God's elect shall be heralded by the voice 
and clothed in the righteousness of the God-Man Mediator. The 
Church- chosen, called, and faithful- shall march triumphantly 
through the earth ; " fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible 
as an army with banners." 

Oh, what a contrast do the shadows of a day present to the sub
stantial realities of eternity! The fabrics of men, fair in form and 
:plausible in principle, may for a season multiply, prosper, and 
mcrease. Now they spring with promising vitality, and swell with 
the favouring cheers of a ready people ; but anon comes the blight of 
unforeseen calamity, and lo! the entire structure crumbles to the 
earth. Or it may be, that with no opposing hand, the linked bands 
march smoothly on ; so smoothly, that the elements of sluggish indif
ference and selfish, cloying, weary satiety are permitted secretly to 
canker the first love with their rust ; and the promising scheme is 
shrouded in the shadows of the past. But, the religion of Jesus ! 
ever Ii ving, ever fresh from the eternal fountain, streams on, undis
tu_rb~d by the convulsions of the world, and fulfila its quickening 
m1ss1on to the glory of its author. 

Pause, my brother, and linger awhile before the enchantmg vision 
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of that endeared inheritance-the distant prospect of that most 
welcome Father-land. 

"Beneath the sacred throne of God, 
Behold a river rise," 

For it is permitted unto thee to have a faint, a momentary glance 
through the umbrageous vista, up to the fountain head. 

11 Oh, what a sight, a pleasing sight, 
Of our Almighty Father's throne!" 

But only a. passing glan_ce is allowed us.. Th~ blaze of glory to 
mortal eye 1s overwhelm1Dg and confound1Dg; 1t absorbs the judg
ment, and drinks the spirit dry. 

Behold and see, the river flows down-down to man, down to tliee. 
"Its streams are love and pardoning blood, 

Descending from the skies." 

Rest thee, weary traveller, upon its brink, bathe in its waters, drink 
full draughts of blessedness, and go on thy way rejoicing. Listen, as 
thou goest, to the gentle, cheering music of the ever-flowing stream. 
See in its clear bosom reflected "tlie tree of life " planted by its bri.n.k.. 
In vain thou dost stretch thine eye over its broad expanse ; thou 
canst not measure its breadth ; already the little rill has swollen to a 
mighty current, while every pearly drop is moving onward, fraught 
with a mission of love. But-

W HITHER is the river flowing? To the wilderness 1 Ay, and as it 
advances, the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. 

But WHITHER is it going? To the dark places of the earth, where 
vice and cruelty have made their home 1 Yes ; and the ice-bound 
dungeons of sin shall melt away at its approach; and there the cedar 
and the myrtle shall flourish in immortal green, the trees of righteous
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

But WHITHER is it flowing ? Through the :filth-clogged channels of 
Infidelity, over the arid wastes of Heathenism, and the blood-stained 
soil of Mahommedan and Popish superstition 1 To these shall that 
blessed river extend its purifying and life-giving influences. Nor can 
aught of the dark and dense pollution through which it passes in 
its devious and world-wide course, stain the crystal waters. Living 
and life-giving, cleansing and incorruptible; onward, still onward 
that river rolls, ever deepening, ever widening. 

But WHITHER flows it? The wilderness is reached-is passed; the 
shores are laved, the isles are covered, and the whole earth permeated 
with its virtue. 

WmTRERflows it? The ocean of Eternity receives the rich burden 
of its flood; but in vain we attempt to describe the meeting of tlie 
waters. .As we survey this beautiful river, we behold its bosom 
covered with countless vessels, both large and Hmall, all with canvass 
set, sailing on towards-the everlasting future. And as we thus 
gaze, "wondering how the scene will end," we hear a voice as of 
"many waters and of mighty thunderinga, saying-Alleluia, for 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." 
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But this as yet is only a vision of what sliall be. We find ourselves 
8till upon the earth-pilgrims, " askillg our way to Zion with our 
faces set thitherward." By the river's brink we tread, and our home 
is beyond the swelling flood. Let us then muse on the beauties of our 
pathway, for" the lines are fallen unto us in pleasant places; yea, we 
have a goodly heritage." While thus employed, sweet shall be our 
meditation. ".As we muse the fire burneth," and our souls are strength
ened; for we discover there is no uncertainty-no gloom of doubt 
shrouds the world to come whereof we speak. Let us cast abroad the 
wings of faith, and upon the golden beams of light, "mount and soar 
away to the bright realms of endless day," and read the counsels of 
our God ; upstartillg from the desponding eddies wrought by the 
whirl of guilty passions, and turning off our eyes from the wrecked 
fragments strewed on the billows of time, let us take the withered 
hand from our bosom, now nerved with the strength of Deity, and 

"Draw back the parting veil, and see 
The glories of eternity." 

Do we seek to trace those streams to their source 1 How solemn, 
yet how interesting the question, " Whence, and why this river 
rose 1" How fraught with endurillg joy the important inquiry ! Where 
are those sho!"es to which its wide and lasting dominion shall extend? 
How shall the illimitable future be occupied with a search into the 
boundless results of its increase ! .And when we comprehend the 
mighty mystery unravelling, and weaving upon the loom of God's own 
providence, we pause, astonished at the means by which this increase 
is beiD~ effected ;-means apparently insufficient and often seemingly 
most actverse. Yet knowing the one Creator's wisdom, we cheerfully 
approve the truth that every thread shall be cons~icuous in that 
raiment of needlework in which the bride, the Lambs wife, shall be 
clothed, when she shall sit with her Lord on the sapphire throne, 
refulgent with the omnific sun, crowned with the covenant rainbow, 
and with the moon under her feet. 

Standing now upon the debris of a sin-ruined world, shuddering at 
the fierce torrents of damning iniquity, and at the inhuman con.tlict 
of souls, the tremendous questions arise, Have the pw·poses of the 
Almighty been thwarted, and the objects upon which His eternal mind 
was fixed, ended in disappointment 1 h the Creator to lose the 
glory of the work of his own hands 1 Let all our hearts throb with 
joy as we listen to the distinct and delightful response of revelation : 
" God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself;" "He shall 
see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied." 

Yes, the inspiration of the Lord declares that all-was anticipated; 
known unto Jehovah were the writhillgs of that old serpent, while 
in the faultless wisdom of eternal love, he placed beneath his elect 
church the everlasting arm of his predestinatillg mercy, and shut her 
safely in the ark of his covenant, giving her-all perfect-a~l lovely 
and beloved-to her all-glorious Head and Surety. 

The heart of the Son (one with the Father), received the gift, and 
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has ever been fixed upon accomplishing the work of redemption 
involved in the charge. Taught by the Eternal Spirit, the members of 
the one body are all gradually but certainly brought by grace to glory, 
a.nd when the remainder of the elect shall have been gathered in, "the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain, shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; 
a.nd so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words." 

And, beloved brethren, ye see your calling. Behold the Bride
groom cometh ! Go, work to-day in the vineyard-watch and pray ; 
be instant in season and out of season ; labour to be approved OF HIM ; 
and so much the more as ye see the day approaching ! 

1 Thess. iv. 16-18; 1 Cor. i 26 ; Matt. :xxv. 6 ; Matt. xxi. 28 ; 
2 Tim. iv. 2; 2 Pet. iii. 14; Heh. x. 25. 

PEN AND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. • 

NO. V.-THE RET. W. BROCK, 

Of Bloom,bury ChQ!pel, London. 

AFTER the death of the Rev. Joseph I Baptist cause upon mixed commu
Kinghorn, who was a. strange spare • nion principles, in the neighbour
ma.n, a. keen debater, a. great Hebrew hood of his town residence, in Russell
scholar, a.nd of very strict co=u- square ; a.nd the result wa.s, a. very 
nion principles, the Rev. William spacious chapel was built in Blooms
Brock, then a. student fresh from the bury-street. It stands out in bold 
Baptist College, Stepney, was chosen relief, by the side of a tawdry Episco
to be his successor in the pastorate pa.lia.n Chapel of Ease a.nd a French 
of the Baptist Church at St. Mary's, Protestant Church. .AJ3 soon a.a the 
Norwich. The choice appeared to be new chapel was completed, Mr. Brock 
a happy one. The cause prospered, left Norwich, and was duly installed 
the Church increased, the place wa.s as pastor. 
enlarged, a.nd still the pews were full Mr. Brock's debut in London was a. 
It wa.s considered a. great treat to decided success. This chapel, which 
hear Mr. Brock. But this was not is computed to hold 1,500 persons, is 
to last for ever; a time was coming invariably crammed. If you are late, 
when the pastor would be removed. it is with . difficulty you will get 
Mr., now Sir Samuel Morton Peto, standing room. The genteel part of 
who is a Baptist, a.nd who is one of the the chapel is down stairs, and if you 
treasurers of the Baptist Missionary do get a seat, you will find it a very 
Society, became Member of Parlia- comfortable one indeed. Iu a very 
ment for Norwich, and bought au snug pew, at the extreme end, on the 
estate in the neighbourhood. This right, you will sec Sir S. M. Peto, 
naturally led to his connection with Bart,, and his family. Half wa.y 
:Mr. Brock, and this connection led dowu, on your left, you will see the 
to Mr. Brock's removal to London. spectacles and long head of Dr. Price, 
The eminent railway contractor and Editor of the "Eclectic Review." 
M.P. was anxious ·to establish a Lance, tho unrivalled painter of fruits 
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and flowers, also attends here. But 
there stands Mr. Brock in that hand
some pulpit, in that richly-oma
mented chapel, with all those genteel 
people beneath him and around him; 
a stout, square-built man, a true type 
of Saxon energy and power; without 
the slightest pretension to elegance 
or grace, but nevertheless _with s~rong 
passionate speech, and mdomitable 
spirit. It is such men as he who 
move the world. During the war, 
we are told, it was the weight of the 
British soldiery that carried every
thing before it. The Frenchman 
might be more scientific, more agile, 
more skilful every way ; but the 
moment the word was given to 
charge, resistance was hopeless; you 
might as well try to stop the pro
gress of a torrent or an avalanche. 
What the Englishman is in the field, 
Mr. Brock is in the pulpit. You are 
borne down by his weight. He gives 
you no chance. On comes the tide, 
and you are swept a.way. If you are 
learned, evidently the preacher be
fore you makes no attempt to display 
little more than the average amount 
of learning. If you like to theorize 
on the beautiful and divine, the 
preacher before you cares nothing 
for your flimsy network, born of 
Plato and Schelling. If you ore dis
posed to explain away and define, 
Mr. Brock does nothing of the kind. 
"It is in the Bible-it is there ! " he 
exclaims, and that is sufficient for 
him. You can no more move Brock, 
than you can the monument. 

This is the secret of his success
he is positive and dogmatic, and it is 
this sty le ofaddress which the people 
want. It is only one day in the week 
Smithers can spare for theology, and, 
wearied with the cares of six working 
days, he requires the theology he gets 
on the seventh to' be positive and 
plain. The British public does not 
like to be· bothered. It likes every
thing settled for it, not by it. Hence 
it is that Macaulay's History of Eng
land is so popular. 

Mr. Brock's earnest dogmatism does 
everything for him. There is no great 
beauty in his style, nor bursts of 
splendour in his sermons; there is 
no speculation in his eye ; but he has 
a. vehement tone, is plain, affectionate, 
evangelical, practical, full of point 
and power. He has not improved by 
his removal to London ; he preached 
better sermons in Norwich than here, 
and he has got a slight affectation, 
which I do not remember at Nor
wich. He mouths his a's as i£ he had, 
to use a co=on phrase, plums in 
his mouth, and occasionally painfully 
reminds you of a vulgar man trying 
to speak fine; but this is inconside
rately done on his part. At Norwich 
he was an ardent politician ; he advo
cated complete suffrage, defended the 
Anti-State Church movement, and 
is, I believe, one of the few leading 
London Dissenting Ministers who 
fraternise with the Association now 
known as the Society for the Libem
tion of Religion from State Patronage 
and Control. As a platform orator, 
he is very effective. He is every
where the same; everywhere you 
see the same hearty dogmatism and 
genial sincerity. You may differ 
from such a man, but you ce.nnot 
dislike him. You would rathe1· have 
him for a friend than a foe. To his 
own de~omination he is o. tower of 
strength. He has made Baptism 
popular at the West End. He can
not do what Hall did, or what John 
Foster did; but he speaks to the prac
tical English mind-to the middle 
class, of ,v hom, I believe, he wo.s 
originally one, o.nd to the door of 
whose instinct and hearts he evi
dently holds the key. Mr. Scarlett 
succeeded at the bar, we are told, 
because there sat listening in the jury 
box twelve Mr. Scarletts. For the 
same reason, Mr. Brock succeeds; 
the men he speaks to arc men of 
like pussions with himself.• 

.,. Yide II The Lontlon Pulpit," by James 
Ewing Ritchie. 
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THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON AND HIS DETRACTORS. 
IT is not at all matter of surprise that 
the extraordinary popularity of this 
estimable young minister should have 
evoked censure and commendation of 
all kinds and degrees. The pulpit 
and the forum alike invite attention, 
and challenge criticism ; and so long 
as this test is legitimately and truth
fully applied, no public character, if 
right-hearted, will shrink from its de
cisions. But if the criticism be made 
the vehicle of calumny, and if the 
censors of the press, instead of em
ploying their pens in commending 
excellencies, or in censuring and cor
recting faults, however severely, if 
fairly done, seek by detraction and 
falsehood to damage the reputation, 
and l~ssen the usefulness of those 
whose efforts they decry, then do 
they degrade an otherwise honourable 
occupation into that of a. dirty and 
despicable slanderer. Several of Mr. 
Spurgeon's critics, we regret to say, 
have thus disgraced themselves. If 
they have not originated, they have 
given a wide circulation to fabrications 
as grossly absurd as they are totally 
false. By Mr. S., however, these 
falsehoods are treated with no other 
feelings than those of pity for the 
individuals from whom they ema
nated. It was thus, a century ago, 
the seraph-tongued Whitfield-to 
whom, by some of his more friendly 
critics, Mr. Spurgeon has been com
pared-
" Stood pilloried on infamy's high stage, 

And bore the pelting scorn of half an age; 
The very butt of slander, and the blot 
For every dart that malice ever shot.'' 

And of whom it was also said, 
1

' His aim was mischief, and his zeal pretence, 
His speech rebellion against common sense.'' 
But while thus 
" Assail'd by scandal and the tongue of 

atrife, 
His only answer was a blameless life; 
And he that forged, and he that threw the 

dart, 
Had each a brother's interest in his heart."• 

* Cowper. 

We have been induced to make 
this reference to these attacks upon 
Mr. Spurgeon, not more from the 
circumstance that we are favoured 
monthly with his valuable contribu
tions to our pages, than from the 
high and honourable position in which 
it has pleased the great Head of the 
church to place him, in which it 
should be the aim of all who lo~ 
Zion to uphold and encourage this 
youthful and gifted brother ; and also 
because we have had put into our 
hands, by a party altogether disinter
ested, the following correspondence, 
a portion of which is addressed to a. 
provincial paper, which had been made 
the medium of circulating slanderous 
reports concerning Mr. S.,-to whom 
it is but fair to state, the Editor of 
the paper referred to has made most 
ample and satisfactory apology: 
To the Editor of the Ipswich Ezpreas a11d 

Es,e:& and Suffolk Mercury. 
DE.1.B S1a,-I was somewhat surprised 

and distressed on reading in a recent im
preHion of yours the remarks or your cor
respondent on the ministry or the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon. I have sat under that miniotry 
for some months, bearing him not only on 
the Sabbath, but week evenings-not only 
in his own chapel. but in others in this me
tropolis-and upon no occasion has either 
the pulpit or the •anctuary been defiled by 
any such improprieties or absurdities as are 
described by your correspondent. That he is 
a "young divine," I admit; but as it bas 
pleased God to endow him with high powers, 
so also has He honoured him witA signal 
success. Ought it not, therefore, to be a 
matter of thanksgiving and joy, in place or 
that u en \-"Y, hatred, malice, and all uncha
ritableness" in which your correspondent 
seem, to indulge! Mr. S. has happily not 
to say, '' Who hath b~ieved my re_port ?_'' 
for multitudes have, al\Ji are welcommg his 
message. Whence, then, this jealoui;y 1-
this injury to his usefulness ?-this slander 
on his character! 'Tis only to be found with 
those of bigoted minds, narrow views, or 
strong prejudicel!I. Your correspondent 
should have been satisfied ere he gave pub· 
Jication to such 11weeping charges as to Mr. 
S.'s style and speaking, describing it a:1 
being "redolent of bad toste, vulgar, and 
theatrical." I admit Mr. S. has a style pe· 
culiarly his own, but that it has impaired or 
impeded his u,efulne,s I have yet to learn. 
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Sir, we should rejoice in the promotion or 
God's glory, whoever may be the agent 
,pecially honoured. 

Fearing to occupy more of your space, I 

beg to subs~r~~:J-:.e11MES 
011~ort. 

4 Nichols-square, Hackney-road, London, 
' l\Iarch 8th, 1655. 

-, 
To the Editor of 1/,e Ipawich Express and 

EsseJJ dnd Suffolk Mercury. 
MR. En1-roR,-ln your impression of 

February 27th, there appears a letter from 
your London correspondent, part of which 
(relating to some little excitement in the 
religious world, created by a young man, a 
Baptist minister) is so full of misrepresenta
tion and absolute untruth, that though I 
much dislike newspaper controversy, I feel 
I must most indignantly protest against it, 
for fear that circulating as your journal does 
so widely amongst the personal friends and 
family of the Jlev. C. H. Spurgeon, the 
statements should receive greater credence 
and heavier weight than they deserve. 

I deeply regret that your correspondent 
should have communicated to you such 
grave charges, such severe censure, such 
untrue assertions, and such unmerited 
abuse as he has done upon (by his own con
fession) mere hearsay; and I am grieTed 
beyond what I can express, that he should 
have given publicity, through your columns, 
to such aspersions as he has been pleased to 
cast upon the fair fame of this "young 
divine." 

To commence ,,.ith the paragraph to 
which I rerer, so far 39 it relates so the 
ii repair" of the chapel, I may state that tl1e 
chapel is 1wt closed for repair8, but for u,
largeme.11/. The gathering fame, the in
creased usefulness, and the strikinJ?ly origi~ 
nal style of the 11 precocious youth," very 
s~o!l made evidt:nt the impossil>ility of pro
nding accommodation for the teeming 
crowds, and rendered an enlargcruen t of the 
chapel absolutely necessaryi ancl, to the 
honour of the congregation let it IJe said, ant 
thousand pounds was collected and paid in 
to the treasurer ere the edifice was closed for 
the necessary alterations. Can this conse
quence be" distressing" to a Christian mind r 
ls it not rather a cause for thankfulness 
and gratification I And if Exeter Hall be 
11 crammed to suffocltion,, (which I rejoice 
to say it is), nnd if 'faeople will crowd the 
mighty space half-an-hour before the services 
commence, clearly it is not tlie fat.dl oC the 
Rev. Mr. S.; and however much this zeal 
of the public may be distressing to the minds 
~f :some1 it i~ to those who rightly estimate 
ll~ cause and view its origin, a source of the 
h1_ghest gratification. The story of " the 
Bhppers/' with its accompanying details, I 
have heard retailed in many different ways i 
I assure you, Mr. Editor, it is false-false 
as Heaven i::. pure. From 1\lr. Spurgeon's 

own lips I have had a dislinct denial of the 
unworthy calumny i and I can assert, too, 
on the word of a gentleman who has up to 
this hour attended every .service in which 
Mr. S. has been engaged, lhat never from 
pulpit or desk did this young-this '' dear 
divine "-give utterance to that absurd and 
hearsay statement which your correspondent 
places a, truth before the world. 

'Tis a sweeping charge, that of your 
writer, when he states that "all l\fr. S.'s 
discourses are redolent of bad taste, vulgar, 
and theatrical." I enclose herewith one 
of Mr. S.'s sermons (No. 2314-15, of the 
Penny Pulpit). I do not consider it his best 
discourse, far from it; but read and judge 
for yourselr, and if after its perusal you can 
endorse the opinion of your correspondent, 
then I will bow my head and abide by your 
decision. 

Sir, if the highest flights of eloquence, 
the most glorious bursts of thought, the 
cb.astest imagery, the tenderc:st pathos, and 
the most vivid imagination are '' vulgar" 
things, then is Mr. Spurgeon verily guilty. 
If preaching, based on the model of grand 
old John Bunyan, and fervid Whitfield, and 
richly-gifted Beveridge, be redolent of bad 
taste, then I confess Mr. Spurgeon is indeed 
a culprit i and if, Sir, a voice loud but 
musical, and an actfon appropriate in the 
extreme, sometimes approaching to real 
dignity, and most impressive gesticulation, 
be considered theatrical, then this "fluent 
youth II must cry "JJeccavi," and be con
sidered worthy of· your correspondent's ele
gant cl"iticism. 

Here are the facts, Sir. A young acd 
unknown man comes up to this mighty 
Babylon; chosen, after much deliberation. 
to till the pulpit so long and so worthily 
occupied by the great Dr. Gill, and :iUbSea 
quently by Dr. Rippon, [Dr.Angu,, the Re,. 
J. Smith, of Cheltenham, and the Re\'. W. 
Walters, of Halifax.) He finds a diminished 
congregation, and a languishing church. 
Speedily (God helping him) "the lillle one 
becomes a thousand, the small one a strong. 
nation." The foot of the young pastor never 
trod the floors of schools, or the halls of 
coJleges i he boasts no birth, and has no 
pride of ancestry i but still, spite of this, his 
people increase, his church enlarges, his 
hearers become more numerous, and his 
ministrations are made more extensi\·elr 
useful i aud now that he is placed upon a 
lofty eminence which he has won by the con
sistency of his character, the power of his 
preaching, the pure piety of hi.!i ministerial 
life, and the earnestness of his pastoral 
labours, the shafts of calumny and cn,·y are 
showered on him thick and fast. So kt it 
bei 11 thrice armed is he who hath his quarrel 
just," and I trust Mr. S. will live to outlive 
it all. I believe he will. 

Sir, it is my pride and privilege to call 
Mr. Spurgeon my friend. Many are the 
hours I have s11ent with him in social inter-



THE REV, C, B, SPURGEON AND HIS DETRACTORS. 

course, and 01any are his discourses to which 
I have listened with deep and earnest atten• 
tion, and I can safely say that never yet 
have I discovered that of which your cor• 
respondent speaks-vulgarity, bad taste, or 
the "theatrical." 

Finally, Sir, this much maligned but de
voted young preacher can well afford to bear 
the sneer, the sarcasm, the slights, and the 
calumny of the world; for he is secure in the 
affections of an attached and loving people, 
beloved and revered by all who know him, 
and upheld, I firmlybelie,·e, by a higher and 
mightier power than earth can show or 
ahadow-0ut. 

Sir,-my defence of Mr. S. is perhaps not 
necessary i yet all I claim for him is the 
calm deliberate judgment of his actual hear
ers, not the "tittle-tattle" of an occasional 
attendant, or the distorted a.ssertions of a 
mere talebearer. And I am sure that if the 
majority of those who circulate these base 
fabrications against the fair fame of this 
young Apollos would go and hear him, with 
a prayerful and eamest anxiety "to hear 
aright," and swfer truth to weigh in their 
hearts, the verdict they would feel con
strained to announce ,vould be far different 
to that proclaimed by your London corres
pondent. Fiat justitia ruat C<Elum. 

Apologizing fort.he length of my commu
nication, 

I am. Mr. Editor, yours obediently, 
Widcomb House, W. LEMON OLIVER. 

De Beauvoir-square. 

To the Edito, of Ike BAPTIST MESSENGER', 

SIR,-! have been much grieved to find 
that the excellent young minister of whom 
so fair an account was given in the BAPTIST 
MESSENGER for March, is likely to meet with 
discouragement from those who should be 
the first to encoarage and sustain him in his 
arduous labours, especially as his sole aim 
seems to be to win souls to Christ. It is, 
however, too apparent that the very extraor
dinary popularity to which this young mi
nister has so suddenly attained, has sur
prised some of·our Metropolitan preachers 
and critics out of their propriety, To what
ever cause this flocking by thousands to hear 
Mr. Spurgeon is to.. be ascribed, it is certain 
that to himself it is as unexpected as it has 
been unsought. Jt is the result of no spiritual 
empiricism. The sermons preached by Mr. S. 
in New Park-street and in Exeter Hall, are 
characterized by the same naturalness, sim
plicity, and evangelical savour, as distin
guished his efforts as a village preacher. 
These qualities, with a most marvellous 
felicity of illustration, and great earnestness 
of manner in setting forth the glorious doc
trines of the Gospel, so as to commend them 
to every man's conscience in the sight of 
~od, have _rendered him thus popular. His 
J s emphatically the ministration of life, and 
tbis is the-secret of hi, popularity. As to the 

rhetorical excesses complained of by some o( 
his unfriendly critics, they are on the right 
side i years and experience will render these 
less frequent and palpable. His admirers 
will, however, do Mr. s .. no small service·, if 
they will fom1 a more sober estimate or ·his 
talents. He neither possesses nor lays claim. 
to such gigantic powers of mind as some 
have enthu~;iasticallyasserted. His greatness 
is his usefulness. The writer happens to 
know that the extravagant encomiums be
stowed upon him by some of his injudicious 
friends, are as little approved of by Mr. S. ao 
the envenomed shafts of calumny hurled at 
him by his unchristian a9sailants are effective 
for the purposes intended. Of the animus 
by which the latter are influenced, as well 
as of the success they are likely to realize, the 
fables of old father ./Esop may serve strikingly 
to illustrate. The fox: may contemn the 
grapes because they happen to be beyond his 
altitude, and the empoisoned fangs of the 
asp will only be damaged by the object on 
which it wreaks its envious rage. If this 
should meet the eye of any of Mr. Spurgeon's 
ministerial detractors, let them, instead of 
calumniating their young and gifted brother, 
imitate him in laborious and incessant efforts, 
both as a pastor and as·an e;vangelist. This 
course is alike dictated by prudence and 
piety. I am, yours obediently, 

March 22nd. A COUNTRY PASTOR. 

From " Tlie Globe" of Thursday Evening, 
March 22. 

THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON·.-"The cir
cumstances under which this gentleman has 
reeent]y come before the public are curious, 
and demand a passing notice. Some months 
since he became minister of New Park
street Chapel, and it was soon found that 
the building, capacious as it was, was far 
too small to accommodate the crowds of 
persons who flocked to hear the young and 
eloquent Divine. In this state of affairs, 
there was no alternative but to enlarge the 
chapel; and while this process was going on 
Exeter Hall was engaged for him. For some 
weeko past he has been preaching there 
every Sunday morning and evening; but he 
has filled the great hall ju•t as eaoily as be 
tilled New Park-street chapel. A traveller 
along the Strand, about six o'clock on a 
Sunday evening, would wonder what could 
be the meaning of a crowd which literally 
stopped the progress·of public vehicles, and 
sent unhappy pedestrians roui,d the by 
streets, in utter hopelessness of gettiog 
along the wide thoroughfare. Since the 
days of Whitfield, whose honoured name 
seems to be in danger of being tluown into 
the shade by this new candidate for pulpit 
honours-so thorough a religious furor bas 
never e:r.isted. Mr. Spurgeon is likely to 
become a great, preacher; at present hill 
fervid and impassioned eloquence some· 
times leads him a little astray, and mars tbO 
beauty of his singularly happy style." 



Prom " The Glasgow :NewtJ." 
THE GR.&EN·EYED MONSTER IN LON

DON. -A PoPtrLA.R PREACHER ENVIED, 
-" To the horror of some pious rival, New 
Park-street Chapel has become rapidly 
crowded, so that the congregation has had to 
,esort to Exeter Hall till their chapel is en
larged. Even Exeter Ball is found too 
small to accommodate tbe crowds which 
cong,egale to see and hear the youthiul and 
now renowned Rev. C. B. Spurgeon. Some 
one, who, we suspect, conld give a beggarly 
account of empty benches, has written to 
some of the newspapers, holding up this 
successful rival to scorn because be does 
not preach and pray to his satisfaction-that 
is, we presume, in the usual jog-trot sleepy 
fashion. Young Spurgeon must, therefore, 
be held up to contempt in the columns of 
such papers as choose to Jend themselves to 
these purposes. We have seen gentlemen 
who have worshipped in his crowded con
gregation, and who state that the services 
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are conducted with strict proprflty, and 
that there is nothing in the service to otrend 
even 'ears polite.' 'They assure us that hi• 
discourses are replete with snbstantial mat. 
ters, and that they are couched in language 
vigorous and appropriate. He pays no at. 
tention to the dogmas of schog}s, and 
chooses Lo express his views in language of 
his own, which is free of the stereotyped 
phraseology of the pulpit; but there is no 
expression used unworthy of the subject, 
and none which judges of theology would re
pudiate. A number of letters have appeared 
in his vindication, and Lo these the names of 
highly respectable parties are attached. It 
were well for rivals to mind their own busi
ness, as a young man of such energy a:, Mr. 
Spurgeon is not to be ~ut down by envious 
rivals. Like other young preacb'ers he has 
his peculiarities; but these are often the in• 
dications of a genius which ripens into a 
brilliant maturity." 

"WHOM THE LORD LOVETH, HE CHASTENETH." 
HEB. XII. 6. 

!!t 'IJlsalm foi- a ~ick Jltoom. 
AGAIN I feel, 0 God, 
Stripes of Thy bitter rod: 

All suddenly they come and sharp 
the pain: 

Almighty, wilt Thou deign 
To give nccount to me, or reason why! 

Nay, Thou dost reply, 
" I CHASTEN WHOM I LOVE," 

Balm for thy bitter stripes, nil else 
nbove. 

Therefore, while chain'd and bound, 
With links of suffering round, 

I wait in patience on this weary bed; 
I know, Lord, Thou hast said 

That Thou wilt ne'er allot one woe or 
care 

More than Thy child.can bear. 
" l CHASTEN WHOM l LOVE:" 

In thnt sweet thought is balm, all else 
above. 

'Tis good for thee, my heart, 
Thus to be set apart, 

Against thy will, from all thy works 
o.nd ways. 

God also will hnve praise 

From helplessness; so ,thou faint not, 
nor tire, 

What more canst thou desire! 
" l CHASTEN WHOM I LOVE-" 

Feed on that thought, 'tis balm, all 
else above. 

I chasten them, to wean 
From each enchanting scene, 

The children of a kingdom yet to 
come: 

Fair stones, to be brought home, 
All chisell' d as they needed, at my 
Each one its place to fill [will; 
In the temple of my love-
The radiant New Jerusalem above. 

"I CHASTEN WHOM I LOVE." 
I could not tench or move 

Mnn's spirit thus, amid life's whirling 
But I can give repose [shows; 

In long, lone, wakeful nights, to the 
poor heart, 

With which it ne'er shall part, 
And bid each promise beam 

Out in the darkness with most lus
trous glenm. 
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Rejoice, my chasten'd ones, 
My daughters, and my sons. 

Walk softly in the way ye have been 
By tribulation, dead [led. 

Should ye be to earth's pomp and lust 
of gain, 

And all its warfare vain; 
Check'd every low desire, 

Have ye not pass'd through the Re
finer's fire 1 

Rejoice, my chasten'd ones! 
How were ye pro'l'ed "Sons," 

Unless in following your Exalted 
Head, 

"Who, bruised, faint, and dead, 
Refused not to brave the inner gloom 

Of the drear tomb 1 
Endure in peace your pain, 

For "those who suffer with Him, also 
reign." 

Jesus ! our risen Lord! 
Who dost to us afford 

Thy promised gift, the COMFORTER, 
belo,v, 

How should we ever know 
His rich, peculiar teaching of ihe 

Did suffering not accord [ word, 
The soften'd heart and calm 

Ou which He may bestow His healing 
balm l 

Yes, chasten'd ones, rejoice! 
Afflictions, not you,· choice, 

Are yet God's ministers most wisely 
And in His mercy lent, [sent, 

That tears for secret sin may freely 
And self and pride be low: [flow, 
"I CHASTEN WHOM I LOVE!" 

Feed on that thought ! 'tis balm, all 
else above. 

L. N. R. 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
SooS" after the publication of our last num
ber, there came sudden tidings that 1

' The 
potentate who had been foremost in the 
present \Var-the man who stood out from 
the rest of his race, the most conspicuous 
perhaps in power, in energy, in the strength 
of will, in the firmness of purpose, in the 
sur.cess of enterprise, was dead. Dead! with 
co1Jntless squadrons waiting his bidding; 
-dead ! with convulsed kingdoms watching 
his moves ;-dead ! while the whole world 
was being shaken by his strength.",. Alex
ander II. has receivecl the feaJty of his late 
father's subjects, and has also pledged him
self to adopt the measures of the late emperor. 
At Vienna, a congress of the representatives 
of England,France,Austria,Turkey, and Rus
sia is being held, of which report speaks un
favourably as to the probability of an amicable 

• Rev. H. Melville. 

adjustment of all matters connected with the, 
War. At home, the ministerial crisis ha:s 
passed, leaving the old Whig party in pos
session of the seals of oftice, Lord John Ru2-
sell having returned to bis former colleagues 
as Colonial Secretary. 

A natic,ual fast day has been appointed, 
and also, we belifve, very generally ob
served. Sir John Pakington has introduced 
another Educational measure. The new 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has introduced 
the Newspaper Stam11 Bill, which has been 
read the second time and passed i we hope it 
will undergo considerable amendment in 
committee, as in its preaent shape it does 
not meet the wants of the age. The Roebuck 
Committee of Inquiry is bringing to light 
innumerable instances of most horrible neg
lect on the part of the officials at home and 
abroad. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

The ANNUAL SERVICES of the BAPTIST llrlISBIONARY SOCIETY, 1855. 
Thur$day, .April 17th.-SFECIAL PRAYER 

MEETING, in the Library of the Mission 
Ho1lse, Moorgate-street, in the Morning, 
at Eleven o'Clock. The Rev. D. EVANS, 
of Scarborough, will preside, 

Lord'i,· Day, April 22nd.-GENERAL COL
LECTION SERMONS, at the various Metro
politan and Suburban Chapels. 

Tue,day, April 241/i.-ANNUAL Me.MDER.s' 
:ME.ETING1 in the Library of the Mis-

sion House. Chair to be taken at Ten 
o'Clock. 

Wednesday, April 25/1,.-ANNUAL MORNING 
SERMON, at Bloomsbury Chapel, by the 
Rev,J. P. MvRsELL,orLeicester. Service 
to commence at Eleven o'Clock. 

011, lhe same dag, the ANNUAL EVENING 
SERMON, at Surrey Chapel, by the Rev. 
HUGH STOWELL BnowN, or Liverpool. 
ScI\'ice to commence at Half-patit Six. 
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T/,ur,day, Apri126tk.-The ANNVAL PvBLIC (Independen•). and J. Rigg (Wesleyan). 
MEETING of the Society, al Exeter Hall, After prayer by the Rev. E. Morley, ad-
at which JAXEB KERSHAW, Esq., M.P. dresses were delivered by Mr. Ald. Wire, 
will preside; and the Revs. T:A-~nE:ELER, the Revs. Joshua Russell, J. Leech man, 
of Norwich, C. VINCE, of B1rmmgham, J. A.M., Robert Ann, and )fr. 'I. Fuller (of 
c. HARRISON, KentishTown, \V.ARTHUB, Bristol College). The collection amounted 
J BuCKLEY, and W. BnocK, will speak. to 501. Cost of erection, and freehold 
eh.au to be taken at Eleven o'Clo,·k. f ground, will be about l,5501, The build-

In the Evening of the same day, the ANN 1JAL ing will be completed in June next. 
SERMON to YOUNG MEN will be preached Nebo, Ebbw P"ale.-March 4th and 5th, ser-
at tlte "\Veigh House Chapel, by the Rev. vices connected with the opening of a 
c. STOVEL, Service to commence at Eight beautiful and commodious chapel in this 
o'Clock. place were held, conducted by the Rev!, 

MINISTERIAL CHAN.GES. E. Thomas, of Tredegar; T. Jeffery, of 
.Accrington.-The Rev. C. \Villiams, whose Brierly-hill; J. Rowe, of Risca; Timothy 

resignation of the Pastorate was announced Thomas, of Basseley; S. \ViJliams, of 
in our last, has consented to remain with Nantyglo i J. Jones, of Newport; D. Rees, 
the Church in this place. of Llangynidr i T. Evans, of Briery-hill; 

Blocktey, Worcestersliire.-The Rev. E. Hull \V. Roberts, of Trossant; and R. Ellis 
has iutimated bis intention to iesign the and P. Rees, of Pontypool Academy. The 
Pastorate of the Baptist Church in this collections were above 1001. 
place. SPECIAL SERVICES. 

Bourton-on-the-Water, Glouceslershirt.-The Suffolk Baptist Jfome J1li,sion. -A series 
Rev. Mr. Statham has resig-ned the Pasto- of meetings in aid of this society were 
rate of the Baptist Church in this place. held on five successive evenings at the 

Leeds Soutli Parode.-The Rev. A. M. Stal- end of February and the beginning of 
ker bas resigned the Pastorate on account !\-larch, at Diss, Stradbrook, Fromesden, 
of ill health. Eye, and Botesdale, when the Revs. J. 

Peinbroke.-The Rev. T. D. Jones will re- Lord, J. Eyre, and J.P. Lewis, attended 
sign the Pastorate of the English Baptist as a deputation. Similar meetings ha,·e 
Church, on the second Sabbath in this been recently hel<l at Ipswich and other 
month. parts of the country, and addressed by the 

Penzance, Clarence-street.-The Rev. J. B. Revs. J. ,Vebb, of Ipswich, and \V. Bently, 
Jenkyn, from Tenby. of Sudbury. In the year !SOO there were 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. only two Baptist Churches In the county 
St Peter's, Xent.-March 1st, of the Rev. of Suffolk i now there e're seventy. ,rhat 

Alfred Powell, as pastor of the Baptist bath God wrought! 
Church in this place. The services were PRESENTATION SERVICES. 
commence~ Sy the Rev.~- Dini, of Mar- Liverpool.-On March 1st the Rev. Huah 
gate; the introductory discourse was de- Stowell Brown was p;esented, by tlie 
livered by the Rev. W. H. Davies, of Mar-1 promoters of the Working Men's Sunday 
gate i the Rev. H •• T. Bevis (Independent), Services, with a l1a.ndsome silver tea and 
of Ramsgate, offerecl the recognition coffee servicr, and with 8 purse of £100 
prayer i the Rev. Maurice Jones, late of for Mrs. Brown. The interesting service 
Leominster, delivered the charge to the took place in the Concert Hall; N. Carne, 
pastori and the Re,•. J. Crorb, of Birch- Esq., the originator of the lrorking 
ington, concluded the afternoon engage- Men's Sunday Services, presided on !the 
ments with prayer. After tea relre11,h- occasion, and on presenting these hand-
ments, of which 200 persons partook, in some offerings to :Mr. Brown, stated that 
the veslry, the evening service was corn- this was not O mere formal ceremony; 
menced by the Rev. F. Beckley (Indepen- the people had listened by thou•ands to 
dent)i •the Rev. B. C. Etheridge, of Rams- 1th. Brown's in.slructions, among whom 
9l'ate1 preached to the Church; and the Rev. he was deservedly popular. "Take, then, 
J. Brook, of Broadstairs, c,111cluded the in- (said the Chairman, addressing l\lr. 
terestingena:ogementsofthcdaybyprayu. Brown), this memorial from a rough-

Brynmawr, l1fo11mo11tl,shire.-March 1 Ith, of handed, but warm-hearted people; and 
the Rev. E. Ed,vards, as co-pastor to the with it their best wishes, tliat you may be 
Rev. T. Roberts, of the English Baptist Jong spared in that career of Christian 
Church. Sermons were preached on the usefulness in which you have embarked, 
occasion by the Revs. Mr. Jones, late of and may God bless and prosper you 
America, o.nd W, Roberts, of Blaina. in it.1' Dr. Raflle:1 and Mr. Rathbone, 
OPENING OF NEW CHAPELS, &c. also appropriately addressed t~e ineet-

.Brentford.-The foundation stone of a new ing. The Rev. H. S. Brown acknow-
Baptlst Chapel in the above place was laid !edged the gift, in a very appropriate and 
Feb. 28th, by Mr. Alderman Wire. 'fhe eloquent address. Adverting to the cir-
devotional services were conducted by the cumstancee which had given rise to this 
Revs. W. Lance (the pastor), W. C. Yonge expression of his friends' kindly rrgarus, 
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Mr. Bro11·n paid a high and deserved \ Poplar, CoUon-,tre61 Ohap~l,, March 25th,
eulogium upon Sir S. M. Peto, Bart., by I Eight by Mr. Preece. 
whom he bad been invited lo supply the Ru.<hden;, Old Meeting, Martlr 18th.-'-Three 
pulpitofthesplendidandcommodiousnew by Mr. Balley. 
chapel llp11' being fitted 11p by the worthy DEATHS 
Ba,:onet,. but whi~h he had_, up_on ~ture Althans, Mr. Henry, the e;teemen and de-
d~tberation, declined, cons1de~ng 1~ to be voted, promoter of education. March 4th, 
his duty to contln~e ~o labour in his pre- aged 71. His funeral took place March 13, 
_sent sphere of Christian_ effort. . . in the Abney Park Cemetery, Stoke New-

T,verlon, M_arch 14.-~n m~eres.tingserv1ce ington. Dr. Alexander Fletcher delivered 
was held 1n connec~1011 with the enlarge- the oration at the grave and the Rev c 
men_t of the Baptist Chapel, w_as held, Stovel, of Prescott-stre~t, preached th~ 
presided over by the Rev. ~r. Singlet?n, funeral sermon in Sion Chapel White-
the former pastor; on which occasion chapel ' 
the present-pastor, !he Rev.~- Webb, was Bailey, Mr. G., at Broadlanes, near Bilston, 
presented by Mr. Smgleton, Jun., on be- Jan 28 aged 65 
half of the church .a~d congregatio~, with Bouefle1d•, Robert,· Esq., of N ewington-place, 
a purs~ of twenty guineas, as a testrm~ny Kennington, March 14, aged 90. 
~ their grateful esteem.. The meeting Chapman, Mrs. M., wife of Mr. S.'.Chapman, 

as addressed ~y _the cha.irman; and _the of Uppertho:pe-street, Sheffield, Jan. 23, 
Rev. Messrs. W1lhamson, Walton, Smith, aged 53 
Gould, and Garland, and byMr. Cook,jun. Cobby, M~s. E., of Emsworth, Jan. 30, aged 

ASSOCIATION" SERVICES. 72. Mrs. C. had thehonor of commencing 
Ponte,bury, March 7th.-The .SHROPSHIRE the-Baptist Church in that place. 

BAPTIST AssocrATIO'S" held its United Domeny, Mrs. E., wife of Rev. J. Domeny, 
District Meeting in this place. Addresses Baptist minister at Camberwen, Jan •. 22, 
were delivered by Revs. T. Brooks, of aged 56. 
Wrexham; D. Crumpton, of Oswestry; Gurney, W. B., Esq., senior treasurer of the 
T. How, of Shrewsbury ; and A. Tilly, of Baptist -Missionary Society, March 25, 
Bridgnorth. A Petition in favour of Sir after a short but severe and painful illnefls, 
W. Clay's motion for the total abolition aged 78. 
of church rates was adopted. Hill, Mr. B., at Ledbury, Herefordshire, 

BAPTISMS. 
Bath, York-street, Feb. 4th.-Five by Mr. 

White. 
Bedford, Mill-street, Jan. 281h.-Four by Mr. 

Killen. . 
Bi.rchingto11, Kent.-Six. by Mr. Crofts. 
Borough Green, JVrolham, Feb. 24th.-Two 

by Mr. Fremlin, for the Pastor. 
Bugbrook, Northamptonshire, Jan. 21st.

One by Mr. Larwill. 
Foots-Cray, Ken;t, Jan. 281h.-Three by Mr. 

Welsh. 
Halifaz, Trinily..road:Chapei, -Fel.J. lst,-Si:: 

by Mr. Walters. 
London,John-street,Bedford-row,1\~arch 16th. 

-Twelve by tbe Hon. Baptist Noel, A.M. 
-- Shoreditch, Ebenezer Chapel, March 

4tb.-One by Mr. T. J. Messer. 
Newca,tle-upon-Tyne, March 4111.-One by 

the Rev. I. Davies. 

Feb. 3, aged 63. 
Innes, Rev. Dr., of-Edinburgh, March 3, 

aged 85. 
Jackman, Mr. J., at Crendon, March 4-, 

aged 62. 
Mortimer, Mr. J., at Portsea, March 9, 

aged 81. 
Rennison, Mr. J., late senior deacon of the 

Baptist Church, North Shields, Jan. 19, 
aged 63. 

Seaman, Rev. J., Baptist Minister of Wal~ 
sham-le-Willows, Suffolk, Feb. 8. Mr. 
Elven, who preached at his ordination, 
improved hi• death from 2 Tim. 1-12. 

Vorley, Mrs. Mary, relict of the late Rev.C. 
Vorley, who for forty-three years was 
pastor of the Baptist Church, Carlton, 
Beds, Jan. 29, aged 82. 

Ward, John, Esq., of Grendon Hall and 
Knuston, Northamptonshire, March 16, 
after a few days illness. 

NOTICES TO .CORRESPONDENTS. 
WE are obliged to Mr. Farrant, of Earls Colnc, for correcting a mistake in the sketch 
given of Mr. Spurgeon, in the March number. Mr. Spurgeon's father, Mr. F. informs us, 
is not a Baptist, nor does he reside at Cambridge, but at Colchester, autl is the minister of 
the Independent Chapel at Tollesbury, Essex. We take this opportunity of saying that 
we do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions given in the II Pen-and-Ink 
Sketches." 

Thanks to the Revs. Messrs. C. H. Spurgeon, of New Park-street; James Smith, 
Cheltenham; lrV. Abbott, Blunham, Beds.; S. K, Bland, Cheshunt, Herts.; W. P. Balfern, 
Bow; T. Brooks, ,vrexham; G. Dailey, Ragland; and Mr. Beazley, London, for their 
contributions, of which we have made considerable use in the present number ;-the 
other artidcs sent are in type, as is also the O Saviour's Ilequest of Peace/' by the Rev-. 
W. Brock, and will appear in the Number for May,-nnd to several other kind friends for 
Denominational intelligence. 
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SPIRITUAL ASSISTA.i.'l"CE IN PRAYER. 

BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 

Minister of New Park-streel Chapel, Southwark. 

"Likewise the Spirit also belpeth our in.firmities."-Rox. viii. 26. 
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CHRISTIAN reader, last month we were parted in the very midst of 
our discourse, which we will endeavour to resume. We had bemoaned 
our infirmities, and had confessed that "we know not what to pray 
for as we ought : " we were then about to talk of the Spirit's gracious 
help. Oh, may we realize it now, so that our meditation may be 
sweet ! Our question which we hope to answer aright is this
How doth the Spirit help our infirmities 1 

1. By a heavenly ~~ulse strongly inclining us tolray. Naturally, 
we are all averse to this holy exercise ; we put it o , and often at the 
stated times for devotion we do but act upon the stage of formalism, 
instead of entering into the realities of sacred worship. This grievous 
infirmity the Holy Ghost overcomes, by giving us an intense longing 
for a visit to the throne of grace. This will come upon us we know 
not how ; but at such times we long for prayer, more than the hart for 
the water-brook. I do not know how it is with thee, my reader, but 
at times I feel such an irresistible impulse to devotion that I am con
strained, whatever may be my occupation, either to withdraw for a 
few moments into my closet, or else to breathe out an ejaculation to 
my God. . • 

I have not been conscious of any special reason for that retire
ment, but a fire within the bones was burning hot ; the tongue would 
move, or else the heart must burst ; and were it not for the relief of 
supplication, it seemed as if the soul must melt. At such seasons 
how sweet is prayer! never can we wrestle so mightily as when the 
voice within cries, "Arise, and grasp the angel ! "-never do we feast 
so daintily as when the Spirit awakes us, bidding us, "Arise, and 
eat ! " Perhaps my reader may be much profited if he will try to 
look back upon his past years, and recall a few of those instances in 
which a special spiritual impression has been upon him, drawing him 
forcibly, yet willingly, to the mercy-seat. 

If the writer be not very much mistaken in his own experience, 
these peculiar seasons were generally preludes either to arduous 
duty, to fiery trial, or rapt communion with God. 

When they come we know not the cause; but the forty days' fast
ing afterwards accounts for the previous feasting, since it is only in 
the strength of such marvellous meat that we can perform so long a 
journey. However, this help before prayer would little avail us, if we 
had not help in prayer, which He is graciously pleased to give us; 
for 

2. lie aids us by putting our minds into a p1·oper f raine.-We kneel 
down with all the noise of earth rumbling in our ears-cares and 
carnal thoughts hold a revel in o1ir minds; we feel that it is almost 

l' 



80 SPIRITUAL ASSISTANCE IN PRAYER, 

impossible to worship in spirit and in truth ; but suddenly, by a 
superuatural agency, all these things are gone; we enjoy a solemn 
abstraction ; we are alone with God. Forgotten are the things of 
time and the trifles of a day ; to us there is nothing save ourselves 
and the glorious Trinity. 

At such a hallowed season how low doth the soul bow ! It lieth 
prostrate, deeply conscious of its ill desert; the heart is emptied of 
its pride in the p1·esence of the God of the whole earth. The dusty 
shoes of carnality are put from off our feet, and in the profoundest 
adoration we kneel before the Lord ow· Maker. Then the existence 
of God seems indeed a reality, for we are near Him, and are viewing 
something of His splendow·; then the cross of Calvary shines with 
celestial brightness ; the death of the crucified Jesus is truly realized, 
and we by faith are made partakers of His sufferings. At such sea
sons we can almost see the things in which at all times we believe. 
Jesus appears as if He were really at our side, with hands and feet 
still impressed with the nail-prints ; we well nigh hear His voice : 
then it is that we are like the chariots of A.minadab, and can say, 
" If this is not heaven, it is next door to it." 

We wish not to imply t):tat these seasons are the every-day enjoy
ments of all the family of God ; but the writer has had such ravishing 
visits himself, and he trusts ma.ny a Christian can go with him when 
he affirms, that, a.t times, when our spiritual life is at a spring-tide, 
some of the waves of our enjoyment do completely cover the sands of 
time, and wash the foot of the rocks of heaven. 

It is impossible to say how much of heaven earth can contain, but 
if any man can answer the question it is he who has been so aided by 
the blessed Spirit, that he wal,ks with God at all times, and who in 
prayer can come up to the very feet of his heavenly Father. 

3. The Holy Ghost also graciously aids us by applying the p1·omises 
during prayer, so that we can exercise faith upon them. We can 
only storm heaven by incessant supplication; its kingdom still suf
fereth violence, and the violent take it by force. If faith besiege the 
throne, it always uses the promise for a ba.ttering-ram. Faith takes 
a wedge of gold, a choice promise, a.nd beats it out into the gold-leaf 
of prayer. The words of God to us are the warrants for our words 
to Him. Covenant engagements are the steps of that ladder whereby 
we climb to heaven and reach the blessing. There are times when 
all the Scriptures are sea.led and the oracle is dum?"-then_'~is hard to 
o±fer the sacrifice of devotion ; but when the gracious Sp1nt unlocks 
die cabinet of jewels, when the eye beholds the treasures of grace, 
when the ear hears the music of the sure word of God, then how 
tLe soul can dance before the ark ; then we can mount "as on the 
wings of eagles." 

The promises of God to the heirs of salvation, when opened by the 
Spirit, are the fire and the wood by means of which our offerings are 
~et on fire, and made to smoke with acceptable savour before the Lord. 

\VLen a lea.rued divine takes a ljext, he usually tells us the place 
wlie!·e it was first spoken, and enlarges very properly upon the pecu-
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liar circumstances under which the 
0

words were uttered ; but after all, 
important as this may be, it is not so much to me that God spake 
this word to Abraham on the plains of Mamre, or to Daniel, by the 
river Hiddekel, as is the sweet remembrance that He applied the 
same words to my soul when walking by the way, or when over
whelmed with trouble. Divines like the old promises in old frames ; 
but I love them in the new frames of my own personal experience of 
the Spirit's application of them. 

The people of God will understand me, even if my words are not 
very clear. Oh ! how mightily can we cry in prayer when the Holy 
Ghost fills our mouth. When He whispers the thoughts into the ear, 
no wonder that the tongue becomes like the pen of a ready writer. 
If He pours the oil on the fire, who shall ask the reason why the 
flame is high, and rises aloft to heaven. 

O, Christian! when thou art bemoaning thy little faith, thine evil 
memory, and all thine other infirmities, go thou to thy secret chamber, 
and He who is able to breathe the breath of life into the dead, will 
quicken thee ; He who opens the mouths of babes and sucklings will 
inspire thee ; He who giveth strength to the weak will hold up thy 
feeble knees. 

4. Ajter prayer the Sacred Com/ orter enables us to watcli for tlie 
answer. -Prayers are seed sown; the real supplicant will wait 
anxiously for the crop. It is to be feared that very few Christians do 
this ; they offer their petition, but they do not wait for the reply. 
How foolish is this. The child is far more wise who, in his boyish 
haste, turns up the seed every day to see whether it has grown. We 
clo not so in other things: we send a letter, we expect an answer ; 
we dispatch a ship to foreigu lands, we look for her return; we cast 
the wheat into the soil, and wait for the blade, and the full corn in 
the ear. , 

Poor unbelief is soon tired with waiting; its eyes are too weak to 
endtu·e much watching. It can scarce remain wakeful for an hour, 
m?,~h less for yea.rs. Ah ! the Holy Ghost alone can help our infit·
m1t1es, and make us stand upon the watch-tower to hear what God 
the Lord will speak. When He is with us, we always have our window 
opened toward Jerusalem, believino- that the ancrel is on his way from 
the temple with a heavenly blessing, as the isste of our groanings. 
:Unbelief opens its window toward the wilderness, and lets its howl
mgs make the desert even more desolate than it might be. Faith 
questions the hours, asking them whether they have not an answer 
concealed beneath their noiseless wings. Having sent its notes to 
heaven, it stands at the bank door till the gold is given. May the 
i:racious Spirit enable each of us to tarry our Master's leisure, and 
in firm faith to expect the promised favour. 

Have you been long beseeching a blel:llling on your family, your 
church, or your own soul-look for it; for the charity of God always 
~tops at that door which is open, and at which the inhabitant is look
ing out. 

I have but briefly skimmed the mighty subject; let each of my 
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readers give it a prayerful and earnest consideration. Let us more 
and more admire, adore, love, and reverence that Divine Person who 
reveals Christ,glorifies the Father, and "helps our infirmities." Lean 
on His miiht, trust His influence, grieve Him not, but rather seek to 
live beneatn His wings for ever. 

Should any unawakened soul glance his eye over this paper, may it 
please God to reveal to him the necessity of the Holy Spirit's agency 
and deeply to impress the heart with a sense of its own powerlessnes~ 
without the breath of the great and glorious Spirit. · 

Farewell again, fellow-heir of immortality. Perhaps this may be the 
last time I shall ever live to write, or this the last book thou shalt 
·ever read. If so, whither a.rt thou going 1 I pray thee answer, for as 
the Lord liveth, as thy road is, so will thine end be. 0 Holy One of 
Israel l direct us in the way of holiness. Amen. 

THE CAUSE AND CURE OF THE LOW STATE 
OF THE CHURCHES. 

BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, CHELTENHAM. 

THAT the Holy Spirit is in the church of Christ, and will abide with 
that church for ever, is a glorious fa.et-a fact which should produce 
confidence, e;x;cite hope, and draw forth fervent prayer. But, though 
the Spirit is in the church, it is to be feared that that church is not 
very spiritual, or does not receive very full or large supplies of the 
Spirit of Christ. The fountain is still in the garden, but the streams 
do not flow as they once did to irrigate and fructify it. There is a 
languor and comparative barrenness in the church. Why is this 1 Is 
the Spirit less loving, or less willing to communicate to the mystical 
body of Jesus 1 Oh, no; that cannot be. He is now, both in his 
nature, dispositi0n, and resources, what he was on the day 
of Pentecost, and on those occasions when it was said, "The hand of 
the Lord was with them, and a great multitude believed and turned 
to the Lord." The church may change, the Blessed Spirit never can. 
But, though the Spirit cannot change in his nature, he may be vexed 
and grieved, and consequently withhold his communications. May not 
this be the case at present 1 Is there not reason to believe it is 1 I 
think so. 

But how have we grieved the Spirit 1 It may be we have not 
exalted and honoured Jesus in our ministry as we should. We may 
have kept back, and concealed, the glorious doctrines of free and dis
criminating grace. We may have relied too much upon the means 
employed, instead of relying wholly upon the Spirit as the Divine 
agent. We may have secretly imbibed some false notions as to 
power and abmty in ourselves, apart from the constant renewings of 
the Holy Ghost. We may have become proud of our position, 
numbers, wealth, and instruments. We may have sought our own 
honour, instead of seeking the honour and glory of the Lord J esua 
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only and exclusively. We may have looked to learning, logic, 
argument, eloquence, or even earnestness, to bring souls to God, 
instead of the seeret, sovereign influenee of the blessed Spirit. We 
may have forgotten our vocation, to witness for Christ ; and our 
proper position, waiting for Christ. Alas! have not many of us 
beeome worldly, conceited, self-satisfied, and indifferent 1 Have we 
not negleeted to exercise confidence in the promise, and to plead right 
heartily with God daily in the name of Jesus, expecting the blessing 1 
I fear so. It is certain that we are not so lively, spiritual, active, 
unearthly, or successful, as the Pentecostal church was ; yet, the 
promise is the same, the Gospel is the same, the Spirit is the same, 
and the loving heart of our heavenly Father is the same. We need 
stirring up and rousing. There ought to be with us, as with Reuben 
once, "great searchings of heart." Self-examination would lead to 
detection, detection may produce humiliation, humiliation would urge 
us to prayer, such prayer would take hold on God, and God would 
condescend to allow himself to be held by us, as by Jacob, until he 
blessed us. 

Brethren, are not these things so? Can ,ve deny them 1 Ought 
we to excuse them? Should we try to conceal them 1 I think not. 
Shall we not rather fall under them, seek grace to be deeply humbled 
for them, and unite in the use of all appropriate means to bring about 
a change? The church of Christ is unquestionably low, in a low 
place. It is not for want of men, or money, or learning, or plans of 
usefulness, or facilities to carry 011 God's work. The great want is 
the power and unction of the Holy Spirit. We want to realize that 
the Holy Spirit is a Divine person; that he is in the church; that all 
the spiritual energy, vigour, and success of the chw-ch flows from 
him ; that as a gift he may be sought, as God he may be worshipped, 
and as promised may be confidently expected when sought aright. 

If, then, we wish to see Jesus exalted and honoured; our heavenly 
Father glorified in this. fallen world ; the Lord's people vigorous, 
industrious, and successful in their work ; sinners brou~ht in great 
numbers to the cross and the church ; and the devil disconcerted, 
defeated, and d1·iven from us, let us unite to seek the putting forth 
of the power of the Holy Spirit among us. Reader, what say you? 
will you agree that, at least, once, twice, or oftener, if possible, you will 
go to the throne of grace, purposely, to seek this blessing from our 
heavenly Father, and persevere until you obtain it, or die in the 
attempt 7 Will yo1t? Is it worth while doing so, think you ? Is it 
desirable 1 Would it pay 1 For some are always looking for profits. 
Should you not like to sit under a powerful ministry, to witness the 
power of God in the hearts and lives of the hearers of the Word, and 
t? ~ee hundreds flocking into the church, until churches must lovingly 
d1v1de, and unite to erect new houses of prayer in every direction I 
If your heart is right, you have already said, "I should." Well, then, 
shall we set about it at once? Let us go alone at once, a11d upon our 
knees, before a heart-searchin~ God, purpose, and seek grace to carry 
.out that purpose, that we will dail,y (more than once iu the day) 
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snatch a few minutes from this greedy world, and plead with God to 
pour out His Spit:it upon ministers and ~issiouaries, teachers, village 
preachers, tract d1stnbutors, and the entire church. Especially that 
He will begin ~ith ourselves,/ill_ing _us with tl1e Holy Gliost; that so 
we may enter mto the truth, drmk mto the mind of Christ labour 
right heartily for God, and be very successful in winning souls. 
What say you 1 _are you prepared to carry this out 1 Will you take 
your pen and sign the following : " I, -- --, being deeply con
vinced that the Church in general and myself in particular stand in 
need of the putting forth of the power of the Holy Ghost do hereby 
solemnly engage, in the sight and presence of God, who s~arches the 
heart, once, at least, i~ each day, to go directly to the throne of grace, 
on purpose to plead with my God and Father, that He will pour out 
His Spirit in all the fulness of His gifts and graces upon the Church 
in general, and upon my own soul particularly. 

"Witness my hand this -- day of May, 1855." 
Cheltenham, April 5, 1855. 

THE SILENCE OF JESUS ; OR, HOW TO MEET FALSE 
ACCUSATIONS. 

DY THE REV. W. P. BALFERN, 

Atttllor of" Glimpses of Jesus." 

"But He answered him not to one word."-M.lTT. xxvii. H. (Old Tra11slafion.) 

How expressive is silence-" the silence of old ocean resting after 
storms;" when its hoary heaving bosom is lulled to sleep, its boister
ous pealing anthem hushed, and placid and '}Uiet it spreads before 
the eye a striking picture of quiescent omnipotence and infinite repose. 
The silence of night, too, is not less potent in its influence ; when the 
many strings of nature's harp cease their vibrations, and the stars 
looking down quietly upon us, so soft and subdued in their lustre, 
seem to invite us for a time to throw aside the depressive cerecloths 
of mortality, and join with them in sublime and silent awe to muse His 
praise who made them all. -And we read also that there was once 
"silence in heaven about the space of half an hour :"-a period when 
even the orchestra of glory ceased to yield its notes, and angels' fingers 
faltered on the strings of harps which had never ceased to praise. 
That silence must have been/elt; it was something new ; the sudden 
stop in the grand chorus of heaven's vast quire, its myriad harps and 
voices ; how impressive! The angelic tongues all mute ; the holy 
worshippers filled with expectation, waiting to learn why tltey must 
suspend their sweet employ ; what solemn mandate from the eternal 
throne is this 1 what does it mean 1 How heaven's vast silence must 
have startled them ! But not the silence of the slumbering deep 
beneath its myriad waves, the voiceless night, or heaven's vast temple, 
is so affecting or instructive as the silence of Him of whom it is writ
ten, "But he an.w:ered not a word." He had listened to many, and 
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such words ! He was pure, but they made Him vile; He was true, 
but they made Him false ; He was God, but they made Him man. 
But He answered not a word ! The charges cannot affect Him per
haps ? He stands impeached for His life ; should his accusers 
accomplish their purpose, His doom will be sealed ; there a.re 
cruel men standing by, eager to buffet Him ; there is a crown of 
thorns and a purple robe ; a weary journey and a heavy cross; the 
rugged nails, and a fearful death ! Yet He utters not a word ; per
haps He cannot speak-has no skill to plead 1 None so eloquent as 
He. Perhaps He knows not how to meet the rude falsehoods of hell 1 
He is the wisdom of God. Then why is He silent ? Does He not feel 
the indictment 1 More than words can express. Does He perceive 
His danger? More clearly than His persecutors. But He sees also 
what they do not-those words of His servant which they do not 
understand : "He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not His mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth." 

It is this seals His lips ; love has brought Him here to die; love 
will not let Him speak. In vain you taunt Him, cruel men ; in vain 
you condemn Him, venal judge! His love will baffle all your efforts; 
you may threaten and reproach, hold up His name to scorn, and even 
rob Him of life ; but you will hear no complaint, you will get no 
reply. He stands before you to suffer, for this He is prepared ; He 
has counted the cost ; He has come to plead through His deeds, but 
not for himself; to give emphasis to His words, though not in the 
vindication of His fa.me, but in the salvation of His church. He will 
speak for His people, but He has no words for Himself; He is dumb 
in His own cause, though so eloquent in theirs ; and that His words 
may avail for them He will give His own blood. Hence now He will 
not speak, it is His intention to die. He knows the charges are un
true, but He has prepared no defence. He could defeat His accusers, 
but His church must be saved. 

Ah ! this is why those lips, so eloquent to plead the sinner's cause, 
are silent now ; the tongue of slander cannot make Him speak, for 
He will save His church, and teach her how to stand unmoved amid 
the strife of tongues. 

"lle uttued not a word."-Can we forget this 1 Yes, we can. But 
let us not ; and when the poisoned fang of envy, anxious to wound, 
parades each fault, and toils to mar our labours ; when prejudice, in
tent to spy defects, pores over ea.eh act and word ; when slander 
makes a target of our reputation, her darling aim to hold us up to 
scorn, then let the silence of those lips which plead our cause admo
nish us ; and let UR strive to imitate Him, who, though falsely accused, 
uttered no angry word ; let us seek for grace to keep, subdue, and 
guide ; so shall our deeds be our defence, and form a shield malicious 
words shall never pierce ; while in the ears of calumny, anxious for 
our ruin, we shall be proclaimed disciples of Him, "who, when He 
was reviled, reviled not again ; when He suffered, He threatened not 
but submitted Himself to Him who judgeth righteously." 

Ilconmersmith, Api·il 6, l855. 
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THE SAVIOUR'S BEQUEST OF PEACE. 

BY THE REV. \VILLIAM BROOK, 

Minuter of Bloomsbury Chapel, London.• 

11 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled 1 neither let it be afraid ... -JOBN xiv. 27. 

THE incidents of this life are ta.ken somewhat extensively, to illustrate the 
great truths of the Gospel. There is scarcely any scene to which innocence 
attaches ;-scarcely any circumstance that may be deemed important, that has 
not been employed in this way, either by the apostles, or by our Lord Him
self. In the language which I have just read, we are reminded of one of 
the most important, and, in some sort, one of the most affecting incidents 
of human life. Knowing that he shall not live for ever, the wise man 
guards his survivors against the uncertainty of litigation, which is almost 
sure to arise from property which has been unsettled or unbequeathed. 
That he may not entail on survivors the uncertainty by litigation which he 
apprehends, he ta.kes care to bequeath that which belongs to him in the 
manner, and after the form which our laws have prescribed, We find such 
an one t~king account of that which actually belongs to him; looking at it 
in. the total and in the detail; you will find him taking into consideration 
the circumstances of those to whom it is to be apportioned. He thinks of 
th~ir names, and their relationships to him; he thinks of their former beha
viour towards him; and then, as best he can, he does that which he thinks 
right, lll! beneficial and equitable towards all. He thinks before he acts; he 
-acts according to his thin.king ; and so very often in the use of a formula of 
various'kinds; but in the use of some religious formula, he will indicate his 
own impression of the solemnity and of the importance of the act which he 
performs, 

NowJ my brethren, some of you are familiar with all that. It has been 
felt by you,.bece.use the thing he.a been done by all of you to whom I spe
cially llllude.: You have thought as you were drawing up that document·of 
that which you possessed by inheritance, and of that which you had gained 
by the honest labow- !lf yow- own hands. You have thought of those to 
whom it was to be bequeathed; some of them had been devoted to you ; 
some of them. had n,eglected you. ,'Of one party it was thought they would 
rejoice when you were gone; of another that they would lament; and you 
have had your misgivings, and perhaps have them now, that by some it 
would be abused, while· by otbers it would be profitably and honow-ably 
employed. Such' thoughts· crowd u'porl the •mind of the man to whom I am 
referring now. . ·And never; 'p'erhaps· never, did they understand until they 
were making. their last will and· testament; how truly and how comprehen
.aively, ''.No man liveth to· himself, and no man dieth tG himself." 

Now, if you, ar~ familiar with such apprehens;ons, and with such proceed
ings, either pers.onally, or by your knowledge of what others have done, I 
wish you to transfer your thinking to our Divine Redeemer, aa he was em
pfoying the langqage ?f our. prese11t .text. , F.or I do not .think that this text 
was just a p~rting fare;well. I !lo .not think that either the wording of it, or. 
the connection o~ it, will justify the opinion tµat it is simply .saying to them, 
"Farewell," with the ordinary Jewish safutation, "1>.ea,c9 be with. you." It 
seems to· tne, if w~ fook at it ca,refully, that it is, iµ the very form of it, 

• A verbatim report or a sermon preached at Bloomsbury Chapel, March 18, 1855. 
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intended to be regarded as a bequest. "I give and bequeath," we say; "I 
leave" and" give," the Lord· Himself says here: thinking of all which be
longed to Him, thinking of that which was required by His diaciples, not 
only now, but throughout all time, leaving them, but not leaving them 
comfortless; or, as we have already seen, not leaving them in a state of 
orphanage, not leaving them to be forlorn; but, going away, he saith to them, 
"Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

Here you have a bequest-a bequest made in another manner, made in 
another temper, made with far other relations than any bequest that has 
ever been made by men: "My peace I leave with you; m_ypeace.I give unto 
you; not as the world giveth give I unto you." There you perceive a con
trast; and I think that the contrast is to be looked at through all and not 
in any one particular direction, in order to anything like an evangelical and 
comprehensive exposition of our text. I think the point lies in the <lifi'er
ence or contrast, between the bequests of the world, and the bequest here of 
our Lord J eaua Christ. 

And so understanding it, I ask you, in the first place, to look at a difference 
so obvious at first sight, between the character of the teRtator; then, Secondly, 
at the difference in the nature of the bequest ; and, Thirdly, e.t the differ
ence in the mode of administration. There is a difference in each of these 
three respects; and if we only apprehend what the contrast involves, we shall 
go hence presently, and say, "We will not be troubled, neither will we be 
afraid." 

First, then, look at the difference in the character of the Testa.to,·. And you 
cannot look at this text for a moment without observing that our Lord 
makes it to be a personal affair. He says, "My peace." See how emphatic 
that is-" my peace." Then, again, I leave it with you; again, I give it 
unto you; and, again, "not as the world giveth give I unto you." You 
have everything that language can do in order to make your minds fix 
themselves upon Him personally, in contradistinction to some other tes
tator. 

Keeping your minds in that direction, think for one thing, of a be
quest, and the act of its being made, and the tes~ator some mighty 
sovereign; opulent, wealthy, as to his own personality; more opulent and 
wealthy, perhaps, than any of his fellow-men. Such an one you can conceive 
of as just seeing ,vhat he shall do ; and then conceive of him as in that 
act, or in the performance of that duty at any particular time. And whe.t 
curiosity, what expectation, what conjecture, what penury such a man can 
relieve I \Vhat bestowments such a man can make ! \Vho ,vill be the favoured 
one; and who will have their name recorded in the will that ho is about 
to make 1 Because he is a mighty sovereign you think of him as having 
large personality; as a testator greatly to be trusted. But what sovereign 
can he compared to our Testator here 1 "He bath by inheritance obtained a. 
more excellent name" than the highest archangel before God's ihrone. He 
bath been appointed to be the heir of all things. He hath all power in heaven 
and on earth. By Him was everything created, and without Him not one 
thing was made. He is the King of kinge, and the Lord of lords ; He is 
God over all, blessed for evermore. And as He said so solemnly, He says by 
prerogative still, who should and who should not sit on the right hnnd • His 
glory at last. And all this-and more than our apprehensions of Him can 
conceive-He was when He uttered the language of our present text. His 
m\nd, to speak with reverence, was ranging throughout the vast expanse of 
things known, of things to our8elvea unknown-the past, the present, and 
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the futw·c, the humo.u aud the super-buma.u-everytbing tba.t perto.iued to 
Him as the Mediator between God and man was no,v present to His mind ; 
and hence He gave not as the world giveth. You ca.n find nothing in any 
ca.se that may be preseut to your minds now, camparablo with the resources 
which were at His command. 

A step further, and think of the testator as being your friend. He is now 
apportioning that which ho has at his dispose.I. Let it be, that with pen 
in hand he thinks of you a.s a frieud ; that there come crowding to his recol
lection some things about yourselves that have beeu identified with the 
choicest and with the most precious incideuts of his life. Let it be that 
he thiuks he has been moved to weep with you ; he has been moved to 
rejoice with you. Let it be that it comes strongly to his recollection, that 
you have borne his burdens, and he has borne yours : then as he makes 
that last bequest, tell me if there be not in his character as your friend 
that which will give you hope! But what friend is comparable with 
Christ 1 Why did He become incarnate 1 Why, though rich, did He 
become poor 1 'Why that humiliation, eveu unto death; ay, and to the 
death of the cross 1 Why that "emptying of himself" (to use the language 
of inspiration), "and making himself of no reputation 1" Why that death 1 
"Greater lo,e hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends; and ye are my friends," sa.ith Christ, just as He was a.bout to utter 
the language of the text. And I ask, when you think of tba.t contrast, the 
friendship being of God as the King of kings and Lord of lords, whether 
there be anything in ihe way in which the world gives its blessings to be 
compared to the way in which Christ ha.s given HiR 1 

Another step in advance. Think of tha.t testator as your brotl,er-your 
loving, faithful brother. All the fraternal associations are in existence in 
their purity, and in their power. He bas intended to do this or that on yaur 
behalf; but see how he is doing it. He bethinks himself-he is my own 
mother's son; he bears my mother's name; he shared, and, perhaps, to this 
hour, he shares our common patrimony. He is a friend, if you will; but he is 
more than a friend; he ia "bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh;" my 
bequests shall be made to him accordingly. Ancl he she.II know, when that 
testament comes out, the ardour, and the depth, and the fidelity of a brother's 
love. My bequest sha.11 be expressive and demonstrative of it. So with our 
great Testator here. His disciples a.re not only His friends; they a.re whatever 
that phrase in its emphasis ma.y mean; but they are "His own." They are 
partakers of Christ; they are "members of His body, of Hia flesh, and of His 
bones." They constitute the fulness of Christ. He would not be, He could not 
be, what He is, apart from them. He calls them His "brethren," and in one 
case He even amplifies that representation; for thus speaks He: "Whosoev01· 
shall do the will of my Father, which is in heaven, the same is my brother, 
and my sister, and my mother." He who e.pa.ke of you, His obedient ones, 
as His brethren, His sisters, and His mothers, He it was who said here, 
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you," 

Now look at the character of tl;le Testator, and then tell me whether, in 
regard to resources, or in regard to disposition, or in regard to faithful and 
unalterable attachment to the la.at, it be not clear enough that not as the 
world giveth, giveth He unto us 1 It might have been the wealth of Crresus; 
but what is that in comparison with the Lord of lords 1 It might have been 
just such a friend as you have bad the blessedness of knowing, perhaps, from 
your childhood upwa.,·ds ; it might have been a brother teuderly beloved by 
you, and tenderly beloved still, over whose grnve you dropped a hot and 
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a burning tear, as though your earthly comfort and stay were all gone then. 
But sovereign-friend-brother-choicest, beyond all expression, and more 
valuable than language can describe, put by the side of our Testator here, 
and you say, "Take that hence, and let me look at this ! " the Sovereign, the 
Friend, and the Brother, saying to you, as he said then, "Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto 
you. Let not your ,heart be troubled ; neither let it be afraid." 

Secondly. Look at the difference itn the nature of the beqiusl, as well as 
in the character of the Testator. 

Thinking of all that He could say then {and I am not derogating from the 
honour of our Saviom· when I say that)-thinking in the midst of that weep• 
ing, troubled group, of what He could say beat to meet their condition, He 
thus spake of peace. And to the English ear that is by no means what 
it was to the Jewish. Peace, to the Jew, was a compendium of expression for 
everything that heart could wish for .in regard to this world, and the world 
that is to come. If a man's ordinary relations were consonant with pro· 
priety, that was indicated by the word "peace." If a man's external condi
tion were favourable to his welfare, that was indicated by the word "peace." 
If a man was right with God, 'that w;as indicated by the word "peace." It 
indicated prosperity of the highest possible kind, touching all that was secure, 
and safe, and honourable, and blessed, in regard to both worlds, and in 
regard to all time. And when our Saviour, King of kings, and Lord of lords 
as He was, the very fish bringing him gold when He wanted it ; and bread 
and all that pertained to the necessities of man, coming at His volition; and 
twelve legions of angels being on the wing to come to Him if he wanted 
them at this moment,-when our Saviour, having all this at his disposal, aud 
within His reach, made that bequest, He said, "Peace is that of which 1.,. 
speak, and peace is that which you are to apprehend, in order that you may 
enjoy." 

And now observe, my peace; and I think that the meaning of that is, that 
kind of peace tltat I enjoy myself. I do not think it means '' my peace," in the 
sense that I give it to you, but peace of a like kind with that which I enjoy 
myself. I take that to be the meaning of it here; my peace, just that 
which distinguishes, and which pertains to me. 

Now there are apprehensions of danger; for instance, becau.se of the den,m• 
ciations of God's law. It is not the act of fanaticism, but the act of pro
foundest intelligence which speaks of the heinousness and the aggravation of 
human guilt. The Bible does not write that man down a fool who humbles 
himself before God, because of his liability to perdition. But the Bible does 
write that man a fool who "who makes a mock at sin;" that is, who thinks 
lightly of it, who thinks lightly about the evil of it, and lightly about the 
redemption which has been wrought uut for our deliverance from it. He 
who thinks and speaks of the heinousness of aggravated transgression, and 
consequently of his personal danger of the Divine displeasure, is a wise and 
an intelligent man. Well, now, there are men who do that; all disciples of 
Christ do that. The world comes with its proffer of peace, and tells them 
that they are overcharging and overstating their guiltiness, that they are 
not, at all events, worse than other men, and that, so far as they are bad, they 
may amend, and that when they have amended, God will be pleased with 
them; and so far the world has a kind of peace. But wretched and unsatis
factory, yet exaggerating as to the trnuble which it brings, is the peace 
which the world offers to a man conscious of the evil of sin. He asks, what 
can the amendment of to-morrow do for the sin of yesterday; what can 
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anything like reformation next year do for the sins of the last, and the 
other sins of my life l A man does not want to come to the Bible for an 
answer to all such suggestions as that. A man feels, from the analogy 
of human law only, if he had nothing else, that when he has sinned and 
transgressed against God, as he has, he cannot obtain peace so. The man 
turns aw·ay from such comforters; he B.ees to the Lord of lords, who says, 
" Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid ;" here is my peace. 
The world talks about amendment, and about reformation, as one means to 
obtain the end he desires. But he looks at his guiltiness as punished in 
Christ, and he sees that there is "now 110 condemnation" in the law for him; 
there is no danger of everlasting punishment for him. A..nd though, perhaps, I 
may be exposing myself to a response from you, Why do you ask a question 
so nearly bordering on the profane! I still ask, ls there any danger of con
demnation for the Lord Christi Any liability to everlasting punishment for 
the Lamb of God! You ask me not to propose questions like that; they 
revolt and they offend you. I ask them nevertheless, on purpose that I ma.y 
bring out the fact, that if there be no condemnation for Christ, there is con
sequently no condemnation for His disciples; and that if there be no danger 
of everlasting punishment to Him, there can be none to us who are His; and 
that is the doctrine of this book from first to last. When Christ "died, the 
just for the unjust, to bring sinners to God ;" when He was "made sin for 
us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him;" and when 
He says to us to-day, "My peace I leave with you," I do verily and gladly 
believe that He means juet this-" As I cannot come under condemnation, 
neither can you ; as I stand before the throne accepted, so may you ; and 
becauee I live, therefore and inevitably you may live also." And this is an 
unquestionable fact, that our Lord would have every good man apprehend 
and use as a fact. He would have him be confident of this very thing, that 
inasmuch as he is a member of Christ's body, of his B.esh, and of hie bonea, 
therefore he can never perish; but must, by a sublime moral necessity, have 
everlasting life. Now when a man is convinced of sin, the world comes and 
says, '' Don't make so much of your transgressions; don't overlook your 
virtues; don't write yourself down as though you were the vilest of the vile; 
make the best of it; be at peace." A man taught by God's Spirit cannot do 
that; it only makes a had matter worse. But let him look at "Christ our 
peace;" He does not mitigate, does not exteuuate, does not explain away the 
guilt ; but reminds the man who is alive to the danger of his position, that 
inasmuch &s reconciliation baa been made for iniquity, that everlasting righ, 
teousness h&a been brought in, there is now "no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the B.esh, but after the Spirit." 
And so His will is-His written and recorded will is, that all who believe 
and trust in Him should think of all the terrors of the law, as those that 
have no bearing upon themselves. You may stand at the very foot of Mount 
Sinai, where Bunyan put Christian, and, in the midst of all that is terrifying, 
you may say, with an intelligent conviction upon which heaven will look 
down with a smile, "None of these things move me. Christ is my substi
tute, He died for my sins, He rose again for my justification;" "Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you." That lasts, even where it is for a moment accepted, only till 
the next uneasy effort of conscience; this lasts throughout all uneasy efforts 
of conscience, it lasts through the valley of the shadow of death; and at the 
day of judgment it will be lasting Rtill. • 

But, again, there are apprehensionB, or there ie an end of peace in regarcl 
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to the manifold diacowragements by which the disciples of Ohrist are· constantby 
beset. You want no 01·ator, you want nothing but a mere ordinary man to 
describe to you even somewhat affectingly and effectively, the afflictions, the 
perplexities, disappoflltments,. and _the trials which await the disciple from 
the moment of his regeneration till the moment of his departure hence. 
There are fightiugs without, and there are fears within, and oftentimes over
burdened hearts ; much that pertains to the ordinary man, and very much 
that pertains only to the man of God, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works; and the disciple of Christ very often hardly knows how he shall 
bear up, or how he sha.11 go on even to the end: The world meets him, 
and tells him it cannot be helped ; and for his comfort it tells him that 
he must bear it; that fortune, so notoriously fickle, may presently turn 
to his advantage; and that in the meantime he must bear it like a 
man. " Oh ! miserable comforters are ye all ! " has many a man said, 
when, his heart heavy within him, he he.a been talked to like that. " Here 
are amusements, try them; here are absorbing occupations, pursue them; 
bere are pleasant and intelligent companions, consort with them, and so 
become divested of your grief." Miserable comfo1-ters a.re ye o.11 ! and the 
man turns away, and he meets the Lord, and the Lord says to him, "Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid;" here is peace, " peace 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you." "Have I not r:i.tified for you the 
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure 1 have I not pledged you 
my unalterable fidelity, my inalienable attachment, my everlasting love 1" 
And a heart so accosted gets courage, comes up out of its sorrow, and out of 
itself, and hearkens to that voice of mercy. And then the Lord sa.ith again, 
"And I renew that pledge-peace I give unto you; my own peace have 
I bequeathed and secured for you." Is there any clanger n waiting the exalted 
Saviour1 None. Then there is no danger awaiting you by which you shall 
be overwhelmed. Is there any fatal contingency a.waiting Him 1 None. 
Therefore there is no fatal contingency awaiting you. Will anything jeo
pardise His coming a second time without sin uuto salvation 1 Nothing. Con• 
sequently, nothing can jeopardise your coming with Him. And when yonder 
heavens shall reveal Him, and He shall come to be glorified in His saiuts, and 
to be admired in all them that believe, then shall it come to pass tbe.t His 
own peace, in the sense of His °'"n security, and of his own safety, ha.a 
actually been accorded and ministered unto you. 

Now, my brethren, what more could Christ have don!) for His disciples 
thnn this l He has invested them with his own security; He has identified 
them with His own righteousness: He has incorpo1·ated them with His own 
body. 'rhey are Christ's, nnd Christ is theirs. "My peace I give unto you." 
And I think to those who ho.ve not heretofore enjoyed that peace, Christ is 
now 11aying, " Is this your kindness to your friencl 1 I have done it in good 
faith; I hnve done it, and a.II hel\ven is a witness to the doing of it; and 
whereve1· thnt word of mine has been believed, there bas a. blessing been 
plenarily nod personally enjoyed. You take it and enjoy it too." "Not as 
the world giveth, give I uuto you." "For that which I give is the peace of 
God that passeth all understauding, that keepeth the heart and the mind by 
Jesus Christ." 

Thirdly. Look nt the difference in the mode of administration. "I give"
" I leave" -one after another do theso statements oocur, as though He would 
have us bear them well in mind. Not as the world administers will it be admi
nistered to my disciples. How inappropriately the world administers ! How 
ofteu is it very much like, when we want a fish, having n serpent; or when we 
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want bread, having a atone ! How utterly inappropriate are most of the be
stowments which the world peradventure may supply! And ho1v pa,·simoniom 
is the bestowmeut that 1ve obtain from the world after all I I should find in the 
streets of this metropolis ninety-nine men out of a hundred who would tell me 
the world had cheated them, disappointed them ; that they had spent their 
money at its bidding, but for that which was not bread; and thei1· labour, but 
for that which satisfieth not. The world is a niggardly giver even at its 
best estate, to say nothing about the unsatisfactoriness of the gifts which it 
beatows. And how cap,-iciou,. is it ! Why is this man so much blessed, and 
that ma.n not blessed at all 1 Why is it that seekers do not become the 
finders 1 'Vhy is it that those who seek, and expect, and wait and labour, are 
80 often left without anything like an answerable reward'! Caprice and fit
fulness distinguish it all! And then howt,.ansitory are the gifts! Take them 
at their best estates; take them at their richest and their highest, how long 
will they last 1 Will they continue for the current hour 1 The question is a 
mockery. • There is no good that this world supplies to its votaries that can 
be spoken of as comparable good. There is not a single point of fu·mness 
upon which we can repose. 

"Not as the world giveth, give I unto you," as to these modes of admi
nistration. Inappropriateness ! My brethren, there is no man present 
to-day who has ever had a serpent instead of a fish from Christ; who 
ever had a stone when you wanted bread. You have never been trifled 
with by the administration of that which did not suit you. Why, it suits 
you like the air of heaven suits the lungs ! like the light of heaven suits 
the eye ! Appropriate ! There is kindly and congenial consideration for 
you from the earliest to your latest time ! Speaking of appropri&teness, 
what wrote do1vn one of the greatest, one of the holiest and most heroic 
women that ever lived ·i I refer to Mrs. Judson, who, speaking of that me
morable imprisonment of her husband, which I think has never been equalled 
in these modern times, says : "I begged my friend to make one effort for the 
relief of Mr. Judson, but I failed. It was nearly dark when we found him in 
the entrance to an obscure prison. Never, never, did I feel the value and the 
efficacy of prayer as I then did ! I did offer my prayers to my heavenly 
Father. I could do nothing more." And there she stood. "There I called 
upon Him in the day of my trouble ; and I never felt so powerfully as I 
then did the truth of his promise, for I became quite composed, aud felt 
assured that my prayer would be answered." 

Now, if you know the circumstances of that imprisonment---and every 
intelligent man and woman ought to know them-I say, you will take 
that as an illustration that could scarcely be surpassed, of the appro• 
priateness of our Lord's blessing to His disciples. These were new and 
untried circumstances, at least to her; peace was left for her, that peace was 
administered to her by the power of the Holy Ghost. The very thing for 
that very time. And then there is nothing like parsimoniousness. You 
remember how our Lord said to His servants once, " When I sent ye forth 
without shoe or scrip, did ye lack anything?" And they answered, "Nothing, 
Lord." And when the day shall declare all things, and our Lord shall ~ay 
to His assembled disciples in heaven, "Did ye ever lack anything according 
to my promise 1" there shall ring amidst all that in heaven is jubilant au_d 
triumphant, the answer-" Nothing, Lord." There is no parsimony in His 
peace. You may have it; your neighbour next door may have it ; the whole 
church of God may have it, even to running over; yet still we may come 
and be supplied, and throughout all eternity that supply will 111st. Not 
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capricious ! n?t p_ar~imonious ! not inappropri~te ! ?a~~cious ! w~en did He 
ever say to His dismples, "Seek ye my face m vam 1 'Vhen did He ever 
manifest favouritism towards knocking, and expecting, and praying ones 1 
"Not as the world giveth;" no fitfulness with Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever; ever accessible, aud al ways " a friend that sticketh closer than 
a brat.her." Aud uot transitory and evanescent is the peace ,vhich is admi• 
nistered to His disciples. How many storms have you passed, ye old disciples 
of the Lord ? How many times has it been said about you by bystanders, 
"There is no hope for him now; that storm was foiled, but that temptation 
will overcome him. He has braved hitherto the opposition which has sur
rounded him, but he will be overcome and sink now." There you have been, 
nevertheless; the "peace" has not failed-it never will fail. And the 
highest and most blessed consummation will be realised, when in the valley 
of the shadow of death itself, that peace shall possess your souls ; and pass• 
ing into the immediate presence chamber of the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, you shall enjoy it world without end. "Not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you." "I give; and if I give, there is none that can take it a.way." 
And why, my brethren, is it, that with this royal, this imperial bequest, we 
are so often strangers to the enjoyment of this precious boon 1 Why is it, 
that some of you, when you apprehend the guilt of sin, are so overwhelmed 
by the sense of that guilt that you are agonised and distressed 1 And I 
speak what I know now when I speak of the agony of distress about the 
consciousness of personal guilt. Why is it that I cannot minister relief to 
you, and others cannot minister relief to you either·! It is because you are 
not well enough acquainted "ith your Lord's bequest, because you are not con
fident enough iu that bequest; because you do not make use enough of that 
bequest. If you were told that there had been a bequest to you of some earthly 
good, that such and such persons were the executors or administrators of that 
will, how would you use that l You would get a copy of it; you would 
thoroughly master the contents of it; yon would go and make good use of 
it; and you would use all means forthwith to obtaiu it. Common things 
will very often illustrate sacred things. This is a copy of your Lord's be
quest; get acquainted with it, see what it means, pass beneath the surface of 
it into the deep and hidden meaning of it; and then recollect the great 
Executor' aud Administrator of it; and that is the Holy Ghost. Christ 
bequeaths, the Holy Ghost ndministera. With Him, the faithful representa
tive of your faithful Lord, you have nothing to be afraid of. Plead with 
Him, put Him in remembrance, declare that you may come into the enjoy• 
meut of the threefold aud inestimable blessing which our Lord haa given to 
all who believe ou Him, the everlasting Gi,er. "Peaco I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

The grateful and suitable response to all which will be just this : "I am 
not afraid, verily, and indeed I will believe." And by believing you will 
know the weaning of one of tho prayers of the apostle : "The God of pence 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing." If you ask-in believing what/ 
I answer, iu believing the bequest of your faithful Lord, who, though He 
?e gone up to His Father, and to your Father, to Hie God, ,md your God, 
is not willing that your "harps should be on the willows," but that rather 
you should rejoice iu his "great salvation," and know of a truth that He hWJ 
provided for you, even unto everlasting life. 

-----~---------
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PEN AND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. 

NO. VI.-TRE REY. WILLIAM LANDELS, 

llfinister of Regent's Park Chaptl (late the Diorama), London, 

THE RE,·. \VrLLIAM LANDELS is one of numerous congregation, either on a 
the most promising members of the Sabbath or any other day of the 
Rising Ministry. A young mau-pro- week. It began at length to be sug, 
ba.bly a.bout thirty-five years of age- gested, that a minister of his distin
of active habits, an earnest spirit, and guished abilities ought to be trans
a cultivated mind, he seems to possess fe1Ted to the capital; and it is gene
the special qualifications necessary for rally understood that several opportu
doing good service to the age in which uities were speedily given him of 
he lives. His respected name is al- taking an honourable place in the 
ready well known in the circles of ranks of the London pastorate. Of 
Nonconformity; and there is no ha- these, however, he did not avail him
zard in predicting that, in the course self. The path of duty in such cases 
of a few years, if his life shall be spared, is not al ways clear; and it is no easy 
he will be found to occupy a very pro- matter to convince a provincial con
minent position in the Baptist Deno- gregation that auy sufficient reason 
mination, and to exert a considerable exists for treating them with less con
influence fa.r beyond the limits of his sideration than that which is bestowed 
own communion. .A.bout nine or ten upon their brethren in London, al
years ago Mr. Landels commenced hia though the position undoubtedly 
ministry~ the town of Birmingham; hold~ good, that the best interests of 
and from that time to the present he a whole Denomination are likely to be 
has continued to labour there, in hissa- most efficiently p1·omotecl by the loca
cred vocation, with signal acceptance, tion in the Metropolis of the ablest 
and constantly increasing usefulness. ministers it can supply, seeing that 
At an early period of his career, Mr. Christiau communities are judged of 
Landels occasionally occupied several in general by the character of their 
of the pulpits of the metropolis; and representatives in the chief city of 
so popular had he become in the year the empire. It is not surprising, 
1851, that the Executive of the Baptist however, that country fellowships, 
Missionary Society thought it well to blessed with the ministrations of such 
invite him to take a conspicuous pa.rt men, should be anxious to retain 
in the proceedings of their annual them, and that Mr. Landels should 
meeting. It was on that occasion that have hesitated to tear himself away 
Mr. Landels first appeared on the from a large congregation and a warm· 
platform of Exeter-hall, moving the hearted church. But providential 
chief resolution of the day; and, uu- circumstances have now, it seems, oc• 
like the case of the majority of mini- curred, to which he has seen it to be 
sters who make their maiden speeches his duty to yield; so that it is no 
at the Metropolitan anniversaries, his longer to be " the H.ev. William Lan· 
Buccess was instant and decided. After dels, of Birmingham," but of H.egent's· 
this period his visits to London, as park, Loudon. Prior to his removal, 
the preacher of special discourses on the nino Nonconformist ministers of 
extraordinary occasions, became far the town, headed by the Rev. J. A. 
more frequent, and excited a larger James, presented Mr. Landela with a 
amount of interest. '£he announce- very warm-hearted fraternal address; 
ment of a sermon by Mr. Landels of and seven of the chief deacons fol· 
Birmingham never failed to secure a lowed the example of their pastors. 
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It is well known that some time 
ago Sir S. M. Peto purchased the 
building situated in that locality, 
used for many years as a dioramic 
exhibition, with the intention offitting 
it up for purposes of Divine worship. 
The alterations have now been effected, 
and :Mr. Landels has consented to be
-0ome the minister of the place, com
mencing his labours with the opening 
of the present month. In such a 
position, there can be no doubt what
ever that Mr. Landels will speedily 
command a numerous and intelligent 
audience. It will probably be com
posed largely of thoughtful, inquiring 
young people, whose mental and 
spiritual requirements the preacher 
well understands, and seems ever 
anxious to meet. He never dogma
tizes, and makes but little display of 
logic, yet his statement of truth is 
forcible and clear, and he never fails 
to reach the understanding through 
the medium either of the conscience 
or the heart. Both his matter and 
his manner, while in the pulpit, are 
well calculated to excite o.nd to im
press. He does not attempt to startle 
his hearers by the novelty of his con
ception, or the singularity of his sty le, 
although there is no lack of freshness 
about hie thoughts, or his mode of 
expressing them. It is the old Gospel, 
in all its fulness and grandeur, that 
he preaches, but he does not exhibit 
it in an antiquated dress. He has a 
considemble command of choice and 
vigorous lo.nguage; yet it may be 
doubted whether he would shine in 
debate. One would say that he is by 
lio means "a ready man." His ser
mons, at least those of them delivered 
in the metropolis, have evidently been 
elaborated in the study, and com
mitted largely to memory. He does 
not nccuetom himself to the use of 
manuscript, or even notes, in the 
pulpit, knowing well that free speech 
IB_much more effective than reading, 
with a popular assembly; and there 
are indications, at times, that some of 
the most powerful passages in his 

discourses are the result of unexpected 
inspirations. When he begins to 
speak, you may fancy that you discern 
some little nervous hesitation, and a 
slight affectation of manner, but in a 
few moments you become fully con
scious that the preacher is lost in the 
matter of his mission, and that he 
feels himself to be treading on ground 
the most solid and secure. No man 
who listens for one quarter of an hour 
to the eloquent proclamation by Mr. 
La.ndels, of the good news of salvation, 
can hesitate to believe that the prea
cher is thoroughly in earnest, and that 
he devoutly believes it to be a message 
from the skies, which he is commis
sioned to deliver. You arc convinced 
at once that preaching ,vith him is no 
mere profession, and that be earnestly 
desires the conversion of souls from 
sin and death, to Christ and life. 
The moral condition of man in his 
state of nature, and the freeness, 
fulness, and suitability of the great 
salvation, seom to be ever present 
before the mind of the preacher as 
the most solemn and momentous 
realities that can possibly engage 
the attention of the human race. 
Looking upon life here in its relation 
to the future, appears to ha·rn im
parted to his mind a feeling of solemn 
sadness, and even a tinge of melan
choly, which represses all sportive 
joyousness, prevents even a momen
tary trifling, and impels him onward 
to zealous and devoted efforts in seek
ing to win souls to Christ. 

Thero is something remarkably calm 
and even pensive in Mr. Lanclels' 
personal appearance. It impresses 
you with the idea that he is just 
recovering from a severo and pro
tracted sickness. His beardless fo.ce 
is pale and thin, nnd his eyes appear 
somewhat sunken, from the largeness 
of the perceptive fRculties. A very 
scanty supply of tiaxen hair enC1bles 
the phrenologist to satisfy himself of 
the relative size of the orgar.s of the 
cranium ; and a casual examination 
would probably lead to the conclu-
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sion that firmness, veneration, and 
benevolence largely predominated. 
The rest of the body corresponds with 
its crowning member, being tall and 
slender, and presenting rather the 
appearance of frailty than of strength. 
Mr. Landels does not possess a power
ful voice, but it is clear and musical, 
and when exerted to its full compass, 
may be distinctly heard at a con
siderable distance. This, in a measure, 
is doubtless to be attributed to a 
careful attention to the laws of elo
cution, of which, there is reason 

to believe, ho has made a diligent 
study. 

There seems to be no co.use to doubt 
the wisdom of the decision to which 
Mr. Landels has come in consenting 
to remove to London; and it would 
certainly be difficult to find any 
sphere calculated to be more con
genial, and to furnish better opportu
nities of usefulness, than the one he is 
about to occupy; and we cannot doubt 
that every reader of the MESSENGER 
will cordially desire for him a length
ened, happy, and prosperous career. 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
THE Emperor of the French, with his Im- broken up, Russia having rejected all pro:.. 
perial Consort, has returned to France, arter posals for peace; consequently Lord John 
a week's ovation in this country. It is now Russel! returns, without succeeding in the 
decided that Napoleon III. proceeds at once object of his mission. '.fhe political aspects 
to the Crimea, to take the command of the are most gloomy; but the Lord God Omni
Allied Armies. The Vienna Conference has potent reigneth. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
T.eE Baptist Annual 'Missionary Meetings 
have commenced; but as we go to press 
early, we must defer our reports of them to 
another month. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 
O:r:ford, New-roa.d.-The Rev. W. Allen. late 

of Newport, :Monmouthshire, has accepted 
the Pastorate. 

Bewdleg, Worceslershire.-The Rev. J. Dai
ley, of Ra.gland, Monmouthshire, has 
accepted the unanimous invitation to the 
Pa:;torate. 

Plymouth.-The Rev. G. Short, B.A., from 
Foulsham, Norfolk. . 

Bur1tl,am, Essex.-The Rev. Enoch Grif
fiths, from Upwell. 

De.,borough, }torl/,amplonshire.-Thc Rev. 
R. Turner, from Blissworth. 

Nn11/own, .,,Uontgomery,1,ire.-The Rev. D. 
Evans, of Swansea, has accepted the invi
tation to the Pastorate, and enters upon 
h.is labouro early in Jui)'. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
HebdP,,z Brid_qe1 York,hire.-April 6Lh, of the 

Rev. J. B. Lockwood, late of Wymer
wold, Leicestershire, as Pastor of the 
Baptist Church, Dirchclitre. The intro
ductory discourse wae delivered by the 
Rev. C. Springthorpe, of Heptonetall 
Slack; the questions and prayer by the 
Rev. J. Sutcliffe, of StaleybridJ?e; the 
charge to the minister by the Rev. R. 
Ingham, of Halifax. In the afternoon, 
the Rev. R. Hardy preached to the 
Church. 

Hull, George-street.-April 13Lh, or the Rev. 
R. Hall, B.A., late of Arlington, as Pastor. 
Mr. Hall commenced the service by an 
interesting statement of his faith, and or 
his reasons for entering the ministry, as 
well as for accepting his present Pastorate. 
The Rev. B. Evans, of Scarborough, de
livered an impressive charge to the Pastor; 
and the Jlev. A. M. Stalker, of Leeds, 
addressed the Church. The dcvotionalser
vices were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. 
Johnston, Sibree, Redford, and Jukes. 

Wincltcomb.-April 17th, of the Rev. R. 
Grace. latP, of Harpole, a, Pastor of the 
BaptiSt Church, when a numerous com
}lany partook of tea refreshmentR; after 
which a public meeting was hcltl. The 
Rev. W. G. Lewi~, of Cheltenham, pre
sided. Suitable addresses were delivered 
by the Revs. Me~srs. Posnett ( \Vesleyan), 
Whittard, Comley, Lewis (of Kauuton), 
Lewis (of Houghton Regis), Nicholls, and 
Grace (Pastor). 

Winchesler.-April 17th, or the Rev. J. H. 
Tucker as Pastor of the Dnptlst Chapel. 
In the 'afternoon, the Rev. F. Wills, of 
Eagle-street. London, delivered the charge 
to the Pastor; the Rev. S. S. Pugh, of 
Southampton, offered the recognition 
prayeri the Rev. T. Morris, of Whit
ch11rch, addressed the Church: the Rev. 
W. Thom (Independent) concluded with 
prayer. In the evening, congratulatory 
addresses were delivered by the Revs. 
1'. Morris, W. Thorn, S. S. Pugh, and 
F. Wills; the Pastor in the chair. 

C 
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OPENING OF CHAPELS, &c. I tor had displayed; to preserve them from 
Arnsby, Leicestershire.-The ancient Baptist i debt. 

Chapel in this place, after alterations and' SPECIAL SERVICES. 
repairs, at a cost of 140t., was opened on 
April 10th, when two excellent sermons Mer/1,yr Tyd-oil.-April 6th, the annual tea 
were preached-one by the Rev. W. Rose- : meeting of the English Baptist Church 
vear of Coventry; the other by the Rev. was held, when 1,330 guests partook of 
I. N~w, of Birmingham. The devotional. tea refreshments. Although so large a 
services were conducted by the Rev. T. ' number of guests, the greatest order and 
Gough, ofClipstone, and the Rev. T. l\Iay ! comfort prevailed. In the evening, the 
(Independent), of Wigstone. The collec- j Past0r, the Rev. T. Davies delivered an 
tions, together with previous subscrip- 1 interesting lecture on th~ revival and 
tions, amounted to 112l. : progress of religion in Wales, during the 

Cheltenha11L.-Tbe Church and congregation, l laSt hundred years. The choir sung several 
lately meeting in King-street Chapel, Chel- I pieces with good effect. The profits of 
tenham, unde;r the pastoral care of the , !~~ meeting, amouf!ting tQ upw_ards of 
Rev. Jamee Smith, hal'ing erected a neat '1 ·• are to be apphed to r:educmg the 
an1l beautiful chapel in Cambray, in that chapel debt. On the ~ollowmg Monday, 
town, it was opened for the worship of, the SU!Jday-school children, about 350, 
God on Tuesday, April 10th, 1855, when I a_nd theu teachers, held their annual fes
three sermons were preached-that in the 1 ~ival. . 
morning by the Rev. Dr. A. Fletcher, of/ Hillhouse, "!ear H_uddersfie_ld. - On April 
Finsbury, and those in the afternoon and 17th, an ~nterestmg se!vice ~'fas. held in 
evening by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, of !he }!aphst Chapel, m this interest-
New Park-street. Mr. Spurgeon preached mg yillage •. After tea refresl~ments, a 
also on the following evening. The ser- public meeting was h_eld, presided oqer 
vices were continued on the next Lord's• by the Rev. E. Frank.Jin, of Golcar, ,vhen 
day, when the Rev. J. Smith preached addresses w~re delivered on the welfare 
morning and afternoon, and the Rev. aud prosperity of the Ch:u,rch, b~ Messrs. 
Thomas Haynes in the e\"ening. The M. Hepworth an~ S. Spmey, Hillhouse; 
chapel is built in Ute Italian style, is free- J. Iredale, Salen dine Nook; S. Taylor and 
hold, and vested in trust for the•use or R.Shaw, Golc~r; J._Sykes, Meltham1 and 
the Baptist denomination. It will accom- D •. DawsoJ?, Milna~nd~e. It ca~

1
b~ truly 

modate about 1,103 persons, and has a said of_ this meetmg, it "·as a time of 
dwelling-hou&e attached to it. It is C'al- refreshing from t1:1e presence of the Lord." 
culated that the entire cost will be about W_ho bath despised the day of small 
4,000l. l\la.ny of the neighbouring mini- thmgs l 

f!e[1~:vse:revfc~~~eT~::~1::;i~r:! ~=o~Jit~rJ PRESENTATION SERVICES. 
to 2011. 12s. 9d. Leeds, Soulli Parade.-A meeting of the 

11.egent's-pa,·k Chapel! whkh has be_en remo- 1 members of the Young Men's Mutual 
delled from the Diorama, by Su S. M. I Improvement Society was held on April 
Peto, Dart., ,viii be opened on Tuesday, 

1 

6th, for the purpose of presenting their 
~ay 1st. The Rev. W. Brock will preach late President and Po.5Lor, on his retire-
in the morning, anJ the Rev. S. Martin, ment through iU-heal1h, with a beautiful 
onVestminster, will preac11 in the evenin'-l'. papier machC inkstand, and an elo.bo-
T~1e Rev. ,v. Lnndels, of Dirmin~ham, rately finished presentation pen, along 
will commence his stated ministry here with II Hallam's History of the Middle 
on the followin,:;- Lord's-day. Ages," as a token of their esteem. Mr. 

La,fdbeflclt, Ct1mbs.-:--A Thanksgiving Ser- J. W. Ashworth, of Horton College, pre-
v1ce, on the occasion of the opening of the sided. Mr. Stalker acknowledged the gift 
new llaptist Chapel in lhis village, was in an appropriate address, and the meet-
held April 4th. On the handbills it was ingwas subsequen1Jyaddr'-'ssed by se,,ernl 
stnted there would be no collection, as of the young men 11resent, most of whom 
every hill had been paid, the total ofl hadjoinedtheCburch under Mr.Stolker's 
"Which amounted to upwards of .l00l. '!'he Pastorate. 
~ev~ W. Robinson, of Cambridge 1 pre- I Ey11sjof'd, Ke11t.-April 6th, the Rev. J. 
sided. Addresses were deli,·ered by the Whittemore was presented, by the junior 
Revs. H. Dring, M. ,v. Flanders, C. R. I members of his congregation, with a very 
Player, nnd J. Spooner. In the midl!lt of handsomely bound study flible, along with 
these 11roceedi11gs, the Rev. J. Ayrton, of. the ' 1 Bible Handbook.'' by the Rev. Dr. 
Waterbeach, interposed. and }>resented a I Angus, and Dr. Gardner's "Christinn Cy
handsome tea-pot,, coffee-pot, and tea- i clop~dia." 
caddy, of considerable value. to the Rev. Luton, Wellit19lon-street.-April Gth, al1out 
J. C. \Vooster, from whom· the project' 160 persons 1mrtook of tea refreshments, 
had been kept secret, as a token of the I af1er which an interesting servire was 
gra~cful esteem of the Church and congre- ! held, during which James Wollt-r, Esq , 
gation, for the untirini; energy their Pas- one of the deacons, Jlrt>sentcd the Rev. 
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James Harcourt witH. :m elegant silver 
inkstand, as a token of affection from the 
members of his Bible-class. Several ad
dresses were delhrered by the chairman 
and other members of the Church. 

come. '' Be it unto you aocordlng to your 
faith." 

Folkesto11e, Kent, March 14th.-Three by 
Mr. Jones. . 

G/ade,try, Feb. 25th.-Three by Mr. Godson. 
Golcar, near Huddersfield. Yorks., April 15th. 

ASSOCIATION MEETINGS, &c. -Five by Mr. E. Franklin; and on JaR. 
Golcar. near Huddtrsfield.-The annual 28th, two. 

meetings of the Northern Branch of the Hillho11se, near Huddersfield, AprH 15th.-
Strict Baptist Society were held in the Three by Mr. E. Franklin, of Golcar. 
above p]ace, on April 9tb. In the after-, London, Alfred-place, Kent-road, March 
~oon, an appropriate discourse was de- 25th.-Three by Mr. Young. 
livered by the Rev. W. Bonner, of Birk- i Milford, Hanis, April lst.-Two by Mr. 
en head, from H-eb. x. 23. In the evening, I Gill. 
a public meeting was held, presided over Portsea., Kent--,treet, March 25th.-Five by 
by the treasurer, W. Shaw, Esq., jun., of Mr. Davis. 
Bottom Hall. Addresses were delivered Tring, New Mill, April Ist.-Three by Mr. 
by the· Revs. \\'. H. Bonner, and J. Har- Warren. 
bottle, of Oswaldtwistle; T. Vasey, of 

I 
Wakefieid, Jan. 28th.-Seven by Dr. Perrey. 

Wigan; J. Stock, of Sa]endine Nook i T. 
Dawson, of Liverpool, and J. Howe, of DEATHS. . 
Waterbarn. The devotional services were• Allen, .Mrs. A., the beloved wife of Mr. P. 
conducted by the Revs. J. Kaye, of Tod-! Allen, A~ril 8th, at Titchmarsh, North
morden; P. Prout, of Ramsbottom, and : amptonsh1re. 
E. Franklin, Pastor of the Church. Barlow, Mr. E., March 18th, at Oakham, 

Swajfham.-On April Gth, the first annual aged 66. Mr. B. had been forty-one years 
meeti11g of the West Norfolk Baptist a member, and more tha~ twen'ty-fo1;ll 
Association, after its reorganization, was years a deacon_ of t_he Baptist Cbu~ch _in 
held. The ministers and messengers from that to'!D· ~1s faith was firm; lns hfe 
the different Churches met the preceding holy i lus ena peac~. 
evening for business. On Friday, an early Forth, ~rs. ~-,. the wife of the Rev. C._Fortb, 
morning prayer meeting was held, at seven Bapt!st mm1ster, Doncaster, April 2nd, 
o'clock. The Rev. G. Short, B.A., late of aged 32. . 
Foulsham, preached from Heb. vi. a. Jn Jones! yr., Esq., tra.v~lhng se!!retary of the 
the afternoon, the letters from the Churches Rehg!ous Tract Soc1ety,A~nl 5t~, aged 60. 
were read, and addresses delivered. In Trestrall, Mrs. M!lry Sophia_, wife of the 
the evening, the ministers and members Rev. F. Trestra1I, _on Apnl 5th, at the 
of the associated Churches united in the Grove, Hammersmith, after a protracted 
celebration of the Lord's Supper. ~llness, aged 4'2. . . . . 

Kingdon, Rev. J., Baptist miss1011ary rn 
Jamaica and Honduras, on Jan. 16th, at BAPTISMS. 

Bwlchysamey, March II th,-Six 
Brunt. 

by Mr. Edina, West Africa, aged 51. 
Manning, Rev. J., March 31st, at Spald

wick, Hunts, where he had been Pastor 
forty-nine years, aged 95. He preached 
and administered the ordinance uf the 
Lord's Supper on the first Sabbath of the 
present year. 

Chalford, Gloucestershire, Jan. lltb.-Five 
by Mr. Ayers. 

Crayford, Kent, March 25th.-Three by Mr. 
Hosken. Twelve months had just elapsed 
since Mr. H., on baptizing the great grand
daughter of the venerable Abraham Booth, 
autllor of the "Reign of Grace," preached 
from the text, "Were there not ten 
cleansed; but where are the nine?" But 
now, during the year, the nine also 11ad 

Tritton, Mrs., relict of the late H. 'fritton, 
Esq., March 28th, at St. John's Hill, Dat
tersea, aged 64. 

Packer, Mrs. A., wife of the Rev. S. Packer, 
March 30th, suddenly, at Monmouth. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
To our correspondents, the Revs. J. Smith, of Cheltenham; C. H. Spurgeon, New Park~ 
street; W. P. Balfern, Bow; J. Jenkinson, Oakham; C. H. Hosken, Crayfordi H.V. Gill, 
Milford; J. S. Warren, Tr1ng; G. H. Orchard, Dridlington; Mr. Taylor, of Huddersfield; 
Mr. J. Closs, Bermondsey, and several others, who have favoured us with denominational 
intelligence, we tender our grateful acknowledgments. 

Several articles are in type, and will appear in due course. 
Several worlcs have been forwarded to us for review, which, with one exception, must, 

for want of space, stand oYer for the present; this is an excellent tract, by the Rev .. J. 
Jenkinson, of Oakham, entitled, "DoEs C1rRISTIANITY SAN('TION WAR?" pp. 24, price 
tW0JHmce. The advocates of peace principles should circulate Mr. Jenkinson's essay by 
thousands. It is better adapted to (]ecide waverers, and to convince opponents, than anY 
,,.·ork we have hitherto met with. 
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ON TRUSTING WHOLLY AND ONLY IN THE LORD. 

BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 

Minister of New Park-street Chapel, Southwark. 

11 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding."-
Paov. iii. 5. 

How different the advice of the royal parent to that of many fathers 
in our day. "Believe in yourself," says the worldly sire, "think 
nothing impossible, be independent, and never allow the thought to 
creep in that you are not sufficient for every emergency." But the 
voice of an inspired father speaks in a different manner, "My son, 
trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own 
understanding." 

There is a confidence in one's own powers which must ever be of 
service to those who are ea.lied to eminent positions, provided the 
confidence is well-grounded, seasoned with humility, and attended 
with that holy gratitude which refers all honour and glory to the 
Giver of every good gift. But, at the same time, there is nothing 
more true than the fact, that the self-confident are near a fall ; those 
who lean on themselves must be overthrown, and carnal secU1·ity has 
but a baseless fabric in which to dwell. The curse is on the man who 
relies on himself. Ichabod is written on the house which is inhabited 
by the wise in their own conceits. 

Fellow-heir of eternal life, you and I are too apt to fall into this 
error ourselves; we too often seek strength from Egypt, and stay 
ourselves on the chariots thereof; let us then seek the aid of the 
Divine Spirit, that we may now, by a meditation upon this verse, 
destroy the powpr of pride within, and give ourselves up more entirely 
to the rich assistance of our gracious Benefactor. 

I. Let us hear the advice. "Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart." How natu1·al that a child should trust in his father; how 
justly should it be expected that sheep should follow a loving and 
tender shepherd. How necessary, since we can by no means either 
keep, sustain, guide, protect, or strengthen ourselves. .As the ivy needs 
to twine around the oak, and the infant requires its mother's arms 
for its carriage, so shall we ever find it indispensably requisite that 
we should cling to the omnipotent arm, and hide ourselves beneath 
the everlasting wing. 

How sweet to recollect that this trust is well warranted; whether 
w~ consider the nature of our God, or the numberless instances of 
H!s delivering and upholding mercy, or the multiplied assurances of 
His solemn promises, we must feel that to doubt Him is a sin, and to 
trust Him is but His most righteous due. Yet more, liow good fot· 
us _to do so. None but trusters can describe that peace and joy, 
delightful rest and inward satisfaction, which they experience. 
When my vessel has cast anchor in the waters of trust, I can sleep 
-Securely, for it is a haven of unrnffled calm. In vain the winds and 

G 
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waves conspire to molest me, for when faith, like Jesus, utters her 
" Peace, be still," immediately there is quietude and stillness. 

Beloved reader, consider these things carefully, and ask thyself 
whether it is not so. Hast thou tasted and seen 1 Hast thou tried 
the advice of wisdom, and dost thou repent thereof1-rather wilt 
thou not charge thyself henceforth to rest more implicitly on thy 
Lord, and not in the least degree on man. 

Remember, then, to let thy trust be entii-e, with all thine heart. 
Put no limit to thy faith, but like a child, repose an unwavering con
fidence in our Father's well-proved wisdom, faithfulness, and love. 
He is truth,-believe Him thoroughly ; take Him at His word ; go 
the whole length of the promise. Let clip-promise be hung for a 
traitor, since he defaces the King's coin. Thou wilt find it hard at 
times to steep the whole heart in the stream, but then remember that 
you can never be wounded in the part which has been baptized in the 
waters of faith; but if there be one spot unwetted, there thou art vul
nerable. Make no reservation. Save not a chair for the devil; if he 
does enter the heart, let him stand, but not sit on a cushion of thy 
furnishing. Give God the key of every cabinet in thy soul; make 
Him forest-ranger of all the dark places of thine heart; withhold 
nothing, but let it be "all thine heart." Let every cistern be broken, 
spare no room for another, but hope to drink entirely of the dew of 
heaven, and feast on man11-a from on high. 

Look again, beloved, and you will perceive that the text requires 
exclusive, as well as entire trust. If all the heart is occupied with 
Jesus, there will be no room for a second ; we are not to lean to our 
own understanding. Some men trust to God and the world, in Christ 
and self, in the Holy Spirit and their own intellect; but God will 
allow no partner ; He will be all-in-all, or nothing at all. If we lay 
the foundation with marble from the Rock of .Ages, we must not 
build thereon the wood, hay, and stubble of man. If we place beams 
of the cedar of Lebanon in our walls, we must not join thereto planks 
of the inglorious fir-tree. "Thou shalt not mingle diverse seeds, or 
wear a garment of woollen and cotton mixed." Many a saint has 
found cause to rue the evil hour in which he set up another helper, 
and dishonoured God by a divided trust. " Cursed is he that trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh his arm ;" it matters not how high he is, 
this shall fetch him down; it signifieth little how gigantic, for the 
Philistines will be upon him. Let thine eye be single then. Have 
only one anchor in life's storm; have but one physician to thy soul; 
have but one refuge from the blast, and but one treasure-house where 
thy heart is, for rest assured that these things are but one, and though 
a thousand seconds may offer, they are-

" False as the smooth, deceitful sea, 
And empty as the whistling wind." 

This command will bear a large application. Trust Him with the 
affairs of Providence. Never desire to outrun the cloud, or usurp 
the helm of affairs; give all up into His hands, for be well-assured 
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whatever thou dost manage thyself will be but ill done. What is thy 
trouble 1 What thy need 1 Trust in the Lord for assistance and 
relief. Not one good thing bath failed, and God will not be worse in 
the future than He has been in the past. 

Rely on Him also in all the path of grace. In pardon plead only 
the blood of Jesus. In sanctification trust wholly in the work of the 
Holy Spirit. The realm of mercy is the Lo1·d's peculiar domain, and 
he who trenches upon it, shall find himself stigmatized as a thief and 
a robber. Resting on the :flesh is the height of folly; but to lay the 
soul upon the stream of free grace, to be borne along by the waves of 
mercy, is at once our safety and our happiness. 

Thus, moreover, in our doctrinal belief, we should give up our souls 
into the hands of God. How many there are who are fettered by a 
system, and dare not believe the word of God as it stands, because it 
interferes with their preconceived notions ; they listen to the man 
who has ingenuity enough to pervert the plain meaning of the text 
into something more agreeable to their little "ism,'' and go along 
quite content, not so much with Scripture truth, as with the idea that 
some passages in the Bible favour their views. Let none of us attempt 
to bend the words of inspiration to our own fancy. We should train 
the tree to the wall, we cannot bend the wall to the tree. Let the 
true believer think less of having a creed which others may style 
unsound, than of altering one syllable of the sacred word. 

II. Hearken now, 0 believer, to the solemn caution of wisdom, 
"Lean not to thine own understanding." There is a possibility of 
leaning to our own judgment, even when we do not lean upon it. We 
often have an inclination to forsake the fountain of living waters, even 
when we do not actually do so ; but we should avoid the very 
appearance of self-trust ; it is so vile a thing, that we cannot afford 
it even a partial toleration. We must not indulge in one drop of this 
impure water ; we must not put the least reliance on the mere power 
of the creature. 

[The writer, from his incessant labour, is this month compelled to curtail 
his portion, but he trusts that his loving readers will carry into practice the 
text of the month, and o.s their friend will, during this month, attain the 
age called manhood, he hopes on the first of July to raise an Ebenezer, and 
pour some holy oil upon it, in the shape of a longer article in the BAPrIS'I' 
Ml!SSENGBR, for the increased circulation of which he hopes his friends will 
diligently lo.hour.] 

THE SAVING NAME. 
BY JAMES SMITH, CHELTENHAM, 

"Hls name was called JEsus."-Luke ii. 21. 

~ and glorious are the names given to our adorable Redeemer, 
1D the inspired word ; but there is a peculiar sweetness in this 11ame, 
JEsus. We are always using it, and yet we never weary of it. The 
Very pronouncing of it sometimes sounds sweet as the choicest music. 
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We love the name, JESus, and the great fact represented by it. Jesus 
signifies Saviour; a Divine Saviour. The angel said, " Call His name 
Jesus:" Mary said, "His name is Jesus." The circumcising priest 
pronounced Him, Jesus. Overlooking angels shouted, Jesus ; and 
every saint in every part of the world, calls Him Jesus. 0 ! Spirit of 
God, unfold to us the glories of this precious name, sculpture it deep 
on our hearts, and pronounce it day by day in the hearing of our 
~~! • 

"His name was called JEsus," Joi· He engaged to save. His far
reaching and all-seeing eye beheld us in our lost and ruined state, 
and He stood up in the ancient council, He engaged in the everlasting 
covenant to save us. He pledged Himself to be our substitute, he 
undertook as our surety; and in the volume of the book of God's 
eternal decrees it was written of Him, that He would assume our 
nature-answer for our trespasses-atone for our guilt-satisfy all 
the demands of stern justice-magnify the righteous law-harmonise 
all the perfections of Deity-and honour the moral government of 
God, in the salvation of His people. He undertook the charge of 
their persons, He became responsible for them, and pledged Himself 
to present them before His Father's throne, without spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing. He gave His word to His Father, and it was 
accepted ; and the bonrl being accepted, it was decreed that His 
name should be called Jesus, because He should save His people from 
their sins. Precious, most precious name ! " His name was called 
JEsus," for He came into the world to save. Having undertaken in the 
name of His people, He assumed their nature. He became man. He 
was born of a virgin. He was brought up in a carpenter's cottage at 
Nazareth. He wrought with that village carpenter at his trade, and 
was subject to him and his honoured wife. But all the time His eye 
and His heart were set upon the salvation of His people. This was 
His Father's business. This was His proper vocation. An<l at length 
He came forth from His obscurity, was baptized by John, received 
the Holy Spirit from His Father, wrestled with and conquered Satan 
in the desert, proclaimed the good news of the coming kingdom, 
wrought many mighty works, and actively fulfilled all the require· 
ments of the holy law. What He did, He did as God's righteous 
servant; what He di<l, He did as man's substitute and surety ; what 
He did, He did to merit and deserve the name he wore, ev:en Jesus, 
the Saviour of His people from their sins. When he had finishe_d 
His active obedience, He presented himself before His Father's omni
scient eye, and with meek countenance, honest heart, and humblo 
voice, said : " Father, the hour is come, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son 
also may glorify Thee. I have glorified Thee on the earth; I have 
finished the work which Thou gavest me to do." 

" He was called J El!IUs," for He died to save. All His ·tremendous 
and unparalleled sufferings, which terminated in His death on the 
accursed tree, were the desert of our sins. Our sins were imputed to 
Him according to the arrangements of the everlasting covenant, and 
being imputed to Him, He was punished for them. Our desert wa9 
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put into a cup ; that cup was presented to Him by His Father ; in 
taking it His nature shuddered, His soul was troubled, His body was 
baptized in its own blood, and He feared death in the garden before 
He came to the cross. He offered up strong crying and tears to Him 
who was able to save Him from death, and was heard in that He 
feared. An angel strengthened Him, by suggesting to Him the pro
mises of His Father, and the glorious prospects which were opening 
before Him. He arose from the ground, reproved His disciples, sur
rendered Himself to his foes, was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep, which is dumb before its shearers, so He opened not His 
mouth. He was condemned to die. He was treated as the vilest 
malefactor. He was tortured, tormented, deserted, insulted, and put 
to death. He died with a broken heart, and yet He conquered when 
He fell. He made a full atonement, He gave perfect satisfaction to 
Divine justice, He redeemed the pledge He had given in the ancient 
council; and thus became actually Jesus, the Saviour of His people 
from their sins. 

"He was called JEsus," for He lives to save. He is gone into heaven. 
He is at His Father's right hand. He has carried His blood into the 
holiest, to sprinkle the mercy-seat. He lives to intercede for all that 
come unto God through Him. He lives to advocate the cause of all 
that trust in Him. Therefore He is able to save to the uttermost, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for us. He came to earth, 
and stooped to the lowest depth of humiliation, that He might be 
Jesus. He is gone into heaven, and is exalted far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, that He might be Jesus. Blessed, 
for ever blessed be His dear name ; He died for our sins, rose for our 
justification, and is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
pleading our cause. He was determined to save, therefore He under
took to be all, to do all, to provide all, and secure all: in consequence 
of which He became man, made atonement, wrought out an everlasting 
:ighteousness, obtained the gift of the Holy Spirit, acquired all power 
m heaven and in earth, and is now in heaven to plead out· cause. If 
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
His Sou, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life . 

. " He was called JEsus," for He intends to come again, a second time, 
without tin 1mto salvation. At His first coming He put on sackcloth 
and ashes, He appeared in the garments of humiliation, as the ser
va~t of His Father ; at His second coming He will be robed in 
maJesty, and crowned with glory, as the King of kings, and Judge of 
all. Re is coming to open the graves of His saints, to collect into 
one glorious,' compact, and happy body, all for whom Re became 
responsible ; and to present us without fault unto His glorious Father. 
This will be the finishing stroke, the completion of His undertaking, 
the end of His engaaement. Oh, how glorious to see the church, the 
La~b's bride, comp~te in number, perfect in character, glorious in 
holiness ! How sweet, how precious, how glorious will be the name 
of_ Jesus then! He will wear it for ever, for Re richly deserves it. It 
will be His honour, His glory, His brightest crown, for ever. 0 
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Jesus, my soul longs to see Thee descend in the cloud, to be glorified 
in Thy saints, and to be admired in all them that believe! 

"Call his name JEsus," for He deliglit8 to save, He glories in His 
'woi·k. Never was there delight like'.that which Jesus realizes in the 
salvation of His people. Never did any glory in anything he valued, 
or which brought him wealth or honour, as Jesus glories in saving 
sinners from their sins. .And to gratify the infinite love of God ; to 
confound all the devices of Satan ; to rescue from endless torments, 
and fill with eternal joy; to uplift from deepest degradation, and raise 
t? highest honours an innumerable multitude of Adam's base poste
rity, must be the greatest glory that can be acquired or won. 0 
Jesus, Thou hast acquired that honour, and Thou shalt wear it as 
Thy crown, for ever and ever! At this moment, heaven rings with 
Thy beloved name ! At this moment, thousands of human hearts glow 
with love to Thee. And through eternity we will cast our crowns at 
Thy feet, ring our harps to Thy praise, and raise our voices to Thy 
honour. It shall be Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! for ever and ever! Amen . 

.April 30, 1855. 

"PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER."* 

BY THE REV. J. JENKINSON, OF OAKHAM, 

PRAYER is a reality, both in its exercise and its efficacy. Let gain
sayers deny or doubt it as they please, every Christian does truly 
pray; and, at least at times, believingly and hopingly. Nor is his 
faith or hope disappointed or unfounded. True, in common with 
ten thousand other things, prayer has its abysses too deep for mortal 
line to sound its mysteries, too recondite for human intellect to solve: 
nor is it wise to expend a large amount of thought in endeavouring to 
ascertain how prayer can be compatible with the definite and unalter
able purpose of Jehovah. Instead of doing this, it is immeasurably 
preferable to put the efficacy of prayer to the test of experience. Let 
any one earnestly try it for himself, and it will not be long ere he will 
know that "praying breath is never spent in vain." 

No words can adequately express the condescension and kindness 
of the Most High, in permitting us to pray. Were we allowed to 
pray only for ourselves, the privilege would be inestimable: but the 
permission is not thus restricted. On the contrary, we are not merely 
permitted but encouraged, and even commanded, to pray for others;· 
for our families, our neighbours, our native land and its rulers, and 
the world at large; but especially for our Christian brethren: a duty 
often enjoined upon us in the sacred volume, and distinctly specified 
in the exhortation which we now proceed b,:iefly to illustrate and 
enforce. 

Pastors should pray for their people, and the people for their pas
tors. Deacons for each other, for their minister, and their fellow· 

* James v. 16. 



" PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER." 105 

members ; and these for their deacons. Ministers of Christ should 
pray for their fellow-labourers in their momentous work. Students 
in our colleges should pray for their fellow-students, and for all who 
in any place are like themselves, preparing for service in the vineyard 
of the Lord. Christian churches should pray for each other. Editors 
of religious journals and periodicals would do well often to pray for 
each other. Readers for authors, and authors for their readers. Con
ductors and members of religious and philanthropic societies should 
pray_ for e_ach other. . (?hristians at hom~ for ~issionaries abr~ad, and 
miss10naries for Christians at home. P10us friends and relatives for 
tb.eir connections who have emigrated to other lands, and these for 
the friends whom they have left behind. To all these, and numerous 
other classes which might be specified, we would say in the language 
of the apostle, "Pray for one another." 

1. Pray for one another, because it is unquestionably right to do so.
By this argument the apostle enforces the duty of filial obedience 
(Ephes. vi. 1) ; and it will with equal propriety apply to the obligation 
we are now inculcating. On some points of Christian conduct, even 
when on the whole we believe ourselves to be acting right, the evi
dence of this is far from being clear and unmistakable : but iu refer
ence to the case before us, there is no room for question as to the 
course we should pursue. When in any of the relations we have 
specified, we intercede with "the Father of mercies," on behalf of 
each other, we may rest assured that we are doing that which He will 
graciously approve. 

2. Pray for one another, because this is one of the first fruits ana 
evidences of genuine piety.-" We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren." "Every one that loveth 
Him that begat, loveth Him also that is begotten of Him." Many 
regenerated souls have had no doubt that they loved Christians, long 
ere they felt sure that they loved Christ. But if we love Christians 
aright, our love will infallibly manifest itself by fervent prayer on 
their behalf. 

3. Pray for one another, because this is always needf1tl.-" Every 
~ood gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights." The most eminent of His servants have 
not~ing good but ,what they receive from Hini. And the communi
cat10ns of yesterday will not avail for to-day ; nor those of to-day for 
to-morrow. A continually fresh supply is therefore necessary. And 
that supply is usually bestowed iu answer to prayer. Consequently 
others need oui· prayers ; aud assuredly we need theirs, aud that 
unceasingly. 

4. _Praj one for another, because this is sanctioned by the higliest an
tliority.-Chriet prays for all his people (John xvii. 20, 24; Rom. viii. 
34 ; 1 John ii. 1 ; Rev. viii. 3), and all His people pray for Him, and 
for ~he manifestation of His glory-the increase of His kingdom-and 
the in-gathering of the travail of His soul. Apostles prayed for the 
churches (Ephes. i. 16, etc. ; iii. 14, etc.; Phil. i. 9, etc.; Col. i. 9, etc. ; 
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Heb. xiii. 20, 21; 1 Pet. v. 10); and churches prayed for them (Acts· 
xii. 5 ; 2 Cor. i. 11 ; Phil. i. 19 ; 2 Thess. iii. 1). 

5. Pray one for another, because this will pi·omote gi·owth in grace in· 
gou1· own souls individually.-" He that watereth shall be watered also
hirnself." Our prayers are often marred by selfishness ; and here, as 
elsewhere, selfishness impoverishes instead of enriching. If we ask 
little for others, we shall obtain little for ourselves. If we ask largely 
for theQJ., we ourselves shall receive largely. And prayer foi' others 
will tend to foster and mature not a few of the graces of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts. In connection with this we add, 

6. Pray one for another, because this will frequently fan the flame of 
devotion, when it would otherwise almost, if not totally, expire.-When 
thought wanders in prayer, turn it to the circumstances or wants of 
some one or more whom you love, and you will soon find that you are 
not then forgetting yow· employment. If your heart is cold or care
less, begin to pray for others, especially for those whom you most in
tensely love ; and you will then not seldom find that you are enabled 
to pray fervently not only for them, but also for yonrsel ves. Thus 
mockery will be exchanged for devotion, form for reality, coldness for 
fervour, and indifference for spirituality. 

7. Pray one for another,for this is one of the most certain and ~ffec
tual means of doin,g good to others.-Our Divine Master "went about 
doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil ;" but He 
did far more good to mankind by His prayers than by His miracles, 
glorious, gracious, and godlike as the latter unquestionably were. And 
the Holy Spirit teaches us to " do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith," Gal. vi. 10. But though 
every available means of doing this ought to be assiduously employed; 
yet without frequent and fervent prayer one for another, we shall 
neglect the most important way in which this exhortation should be 
obeyed. 

8. Pray one for another, because this will both manifest and faster 
your affection for eacli other.-Mutua1 prayer is au evidence and 
nourisher of mutual love. If the members of Christian churches 
prayed more one for another, their love to each other woul<l grow 
much more rapidly, discord and strife be much more rarely exhibited 
than now. If ministers of Christ prayed more for each other, there 
would be less of jealousy and unkindness amongst them than has too 
frequently been seen. If the conductors of the religious press prayed 
more for each other, their respective journals and periodicals would 
be free from the unseemly personalities and unholy rivalry by which 
they have too often been discoloured and disgraced. . 

In brief: pray one for another, for God has commanded it, Christ 
has authorised it, the Holy Spirit has prompted it., and most fre
quently in the most distinguished of His saints, the church below 
has often gathered its advantages, and all in heaven are fully assured' 
of its propriety and blessedness. 

Oalcham, May 8. 
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"ABIDE WITH US." 
A MEDITATION FOR THE AGED. 

LUKE :xxiv. 29. 

THROUGH the brief and sometimes sorrowful walk of life, Thou, 0 
Saviour, hast been our companion and friend. Thy presence ha.s 
cheered us ; thy word has instructed us ; and thy sympathy ha.'I con
soled us. How delightful has been our intercourse with thee ! the 
remembrance of it is very precious to us. And now that it is towards 
evening, and'the day is far spent, depart not from us. "Cast us not 
off in the time of old age, forsake us not when our strength faileth ; " 
for we cannot do without thee. When thou art absent, our comfort 
declines, our hopes are enfeebled, and we sadly mistake the designs of 
thy providence. Converse with thee is absolutely essential to our 
peace of mind, and our growth in grace. Then come and abide with 
us. " Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is 'of a contrite and humble spirit." Oh, fulfil in our expe
rience so gracious and so marvellous a promise. The door of our 
hea.rts is thrown wide open that thou mayest enter, and take up thine 
abode there for ever. Oh, abide with us! If thou seemest as if thou 
wert going further, it is only to increase the ardour of our desires, 
and to strengthen the fervency of our petition. Suffer us, then, 
0 gracious Saviour,. to plead with thee : to beseech thee, ,vith an 
importunity that admits of no denial, that thou wilt stay with us, and 
bless us. Like the patriarch of old, let us have power with thee, and 
prevail. 

" Abide with us." We are ignorant and erring creatures, and need 
that thou shouldest remain with us as our Teacher. Long have our 
names been enrolled as thy disciples, and varied and repeated have 
been thy gentle and wise instructions ; but we want to know more
much more-of thee, and of thy gospel. There are difficulties which 
we desire to have removed ; duties of which we are anxious to be 
reminded; promises which we long to have unfolded to us. Alas ! 
how little do we yet understand the mystery of godliness! how feeble 
and unworthy is our estimate of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God. Thou mightest indeed justly reproach us with 
our dulness of apprehension, and with our slowness of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken ; for we have not made half the 
progress which we might and ought to have made in the study of thy 
truth. Instead of being now prepared to become the teachers of 
others, we rather need to be taught again "the first principles of the 
oracles of God." But, Lord, while we lament with shame and 
sorrow our imperfect acquaintance with thy word and will, we would 
at the same time urge our ignorance as the very plea why thou 
sho?,ldest continue to impart thy gro.cious and plain instructions. 
Abide with us ; for the partial yet blessed acquaintance which we 
ha~~ even now with thy doctrines and precepts, makes us intensely 
sohc1tous to come "in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
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the Sou of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ." Open unto us the Scriptures; expound 
unto us all that they contain concerning thyself; enable us to know 
thy love which passeth knowledge. Ciiuse our hearts to burn within 
us, as thou talkest to us by the way. 

"Abide with us." The trials and disappointments which we meet 
are heavy to bear. As we walk through the pathway of the world, 
we are often sad and cast down. Our cherished hopes have been 
blasted, and we seem friendless and forsaken. Wilt thou not draw 
near, and comfort us 1 Wilt thou not dispel our fears, and strengthen 
our faith 1 Wilt thou not so fill our hearts with thy presence, that 
there shall be no room left for corroding care and anxiety 1 Abide 
with us. Many dangers are before us, nay, around us ; and who but 
thou can deliver us from them 1 Many troubles are gathering in the 
distance, and to whom besides thee can we look for succour 1 Oh, go 
noL from us, for trouble is nigh at hand, and there is none to help us. 
But our griefs will soon grow lighter if thou art with us; if thou wilt 
disclose to us the necessity and the result of the painful events which 
have befallen us; if thou wilt show us that the sources of our sorrow 
are really the springs of our joy. 

" Abide with us." A short and occasional visit from thee, 0 Lord, 
although it is far more than we deserve, cannot satisfy our desires. 
We want_ thee to dwell with us, not as a guest, but as a resident, 
to make our hearts thy home. "0 the hope of Israel, the Saviour 

- thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the 
land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for the 
night 1" Oh, abide with us. Through the sunshine of prosperity 
and the gloom of adversity ; in our mental conflicts, and our spiritual 
enjoyments; when the duties of life are pressing hard upon us, or 
when the shadow of the tomb is flung across our path, leave us not, 
neither forsake us, thou God of our salvation. So ardent is our 
affection for thee ; so deep is our consciousness of our utter helplessness 
and misery without thee, that we cannot bear that thou shouldest 
ever depart from us. Take what thou wilt away, only leave us thyself. 

"Abide with us." There are seasons-painful seasons-in our 
Christian experience, when through misapprehension and unbelief, 
we lose the sweet realizittion of thy presence. Thou art near us ; 
thou art with us : but our eyes are bolden, and we do not know thee. 
The ignorance of our minds, and the mysteries of thy providence, cast 
a mist over our spiritual apprehension, so that we fail to discern thee. 
But our thoughts and our desires are still intently fixed upon thee ; 
we long t-o behold again the light of thy countenance ; and if thou 
wilt abide with us ; if thou wilt pity our weakness, and our dulness 
of perception, and remain with us, our eyes will soon be opened, 
anrl we shall joyfully recognise thee, as our Master, our Friend, our 
Saviour. 

"Abide ~ith us." It is with the confidence of faith that we thus 
implore thy perpetual presence and friendship, for thou hast pro
mised that if we love thee and keep thy words, thou wilt come unto 
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us and make thine abode with us. Thou hast declared that thou 
art with us always, even unto the end of the world. Thou hast 
assured us that thou wilt never leave us. With holy boldness, there
fore we come unto the throne of grace, and ask for the simple fulfil
me~t of thine own words. Abide with us. Through life, in death, 
manifest thyself unto us as thou dost not unto the world. Let our 
fellowship be with the Father, and with thee, his Son Jesus Christ. 
A.nd when the journey of life shall end, receive us into one of the 
many mansions which thou art now preparing for thy disciples ; that 
where thou art, there we may be also, and enjoy eternal and unin-
terrupted communion 'with thee. A. M. 

THE BEST OF DAYS. 
BY THE REV. W. ABBOTT, OF BLUNHAM, BEDS. 

11 A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand!'-PsA. lxxxiv. 10 . .. 

How desirable is an humble, grateful, cheerful frame of mind, while 
en"a"ing in the service of God ! It greatly promotes our enjoyment 
in hi; worship, and prepares us for the reception and blessing of the 
messages of his mercy. What a delightful spectacle a company of 
devout worshippers present ! • and how indulgent the promised pre
sence of the Father of mercies ! 

u Lord, bow delightful 'tis to see 
A whole assembly worship Thee 1 
At once they sing, at once they prayJ 
They hear of heaven, and learn the way." 

"A day in thy courts," said the royal Psalmist," is better than a 
thousand." This is not the seutiment of every hea.rt; it is, however, 
that of the happy heart-a heart renewed by the Holy Spirit. Such 
a heart has spiritual tastes and affections ; it delights in holiuess, and 
anticipates heaven, of which it regards the Sabbath as the striking 
resemblance. 

The Sabbath is not only a good day, but it is the best of days, A 
!housand days are here contrasted with it, yet it exceli, them all, and 
IS therefore pre-eminently the most blessed of dayS'-a day anxiously 
and pleasingly anticipated, spent and improved in devout and grateful 
contemplations. 

The Sabbath is the friend of man. It is essential to man's well
being ; to the interest of his health, physical, mental, and moral; and 
eminently conducive to his social good. It is especially the friend of 
t~e Christian. He has enlightened views of the day, and finds pecu
l)ar joys in it; and, by its pure light, looks beyond it, with bright and 
lively hope, to a Sabbath unspeakably blessed in its character, and 
eternal in its duration. "There remaineth a rest (a keeping of 
~abbaths) for the people of God." Christians anticipate the day, and in 
~magination antedate the blessedness of n. Sabbath in glory-a Sabbath 
in the presence of God, of Christ, of the Comforter-a Sabbath in 

h
association with saints and angels-a Sabbath at home-a Sabbath all 

oly, all blissful-a Sabbath without end. 
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THREE STEPS TO HEAVEN. 

BY THE REV, J. BAILEY, OF DEWDLEY. 

THE.fi1·st step is OUT OF SIN. For if we would reach heaven, we must 
"cease to do evil." And this applies to sin in all its forms. Whittever 
be its magnitude or minuteness, whatever be its name or its nature, 
if we have cherished any sinful habit, we must cast it from us, as the 
abominable thing that ruins man and offends God. 

The second step is INTO CHRIST, by a simple but firm faith, relying 
entirely and exclusively upon Him for acceptance with God. No 
righteousness must be trusted by us but that which He has wrought; 
no atonement pleaded but the blood He has spilt; no Spirit sought 
but that He has promised; and no deed rejoiced over but such as 
redounds to His glory. 

The third step is OVER JORDAN. For we may most fully be assured 
that from such a state of grace we shall be taken to a state of glory. 
No power in hell or upon earth can deprive us of our crown, for the 
Saviour has said, '' I give unto them eternal life. They shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand." "Fear not, 
little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom." 

PEN .A.ND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. 

NO. VII.-THE REV. HUGH STOWELL DROWN, 

Of Myrtle•street Chapel, Lfoerpool. 

THERE is not a minister in the great exalted idea of the sacred office, Not 
town of Liverpool, "the second city more than three or four times, we 
of the empire," who is more zealously believe, has he appeared before metro
or successfully engaged in spreading politan audiences, on behalf of the 
the gospel of Christ, by sermons, missionary operations of the church 
lectures, and otherwise, among the to which he belongs. On each of 
masses of its people, than the Rev. these ocoasions, however, he proved 
Hugh Stowell Brown. Comparatively highly acceptable, both in the pulpit 
young in years, and far from being a and on the platform. There is n 
popularity-hunter, he is not, perhaps, sparkling clearness and common-se,ise 
so well known by the general body simplicity about his thoughts, and " 
of the Baptist denomination as some weighty directness in their utterance, 
other men of Ices mark, who never such as congregations of Englishmen 
lose an opportunity of appearing in a can well appreciate. In appearance 
fresh pulpit, and will travel half the he is a thorough Anglo-Saxon; ener· 
country over to be the lion of an getic and powerful: another John 
anniversary, or chapel opening occa- Burnet, or William Brock. About 
sion. Mr.Brown seems to have formed the middle height, square built, in· 
a correct estimate of the proper work c!ining to corpulence, a massive head, 
of a Christian pastor; aud is labour- well covered with crisp brown hair, 
ing right manfully to realize his own a full face radiant with intelligence, 
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and of a healthful hue, an ample 
mouth, round which there plays a 
pleasing, good-humoured smile, that 
tells of the benevolent heart-and 
such as wins the loving confidence of 
the English people-and an eye beam
ing with sympathy. You do not want 
him to assure you of bis readiness to 
succour the sorrowful and rejoice with 
the glad, for in either case you would 
not have a momenb's hesitation to 
make him your friend and confidant. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that 
Mr. Brown should have acquired the 
potent influence which he possesses, 
not only over his own congregation, 
but a large number of the working 
men of Liverpool, for whose moral 
and social elevation he is specially 
concerned. In proof of this we need 
only refer to the fact of the presenta
tion of a handsome silver tea service, 
and one hundred sovereigns, made to 
him ou the first of March Inst, to which, 
it was sta.ted, thousands of working 
men bad contributed, in token of their 
appreciation of his efforts for their 
benefit, and in gratitude for his con
senting to remain amongst them, after 
having been invited by Sir Morton 
Peto to occupy the pulpit of the new 
chapel, in Regent'R•park, London. 
These are the sort of men we want 
more of in our pulpits; for, depend 
upon it, if we hlid them, there would 
shortly be far less occasion to lament 
the hostility or indifference of the 
":orking classes of Engl~nd to the ser
vices of religion; and nonconformity 
would not bo iu so fair a way, as in 
m:my i:ilnces it now seems, of dying 
with dignity. 
. Mr. Brown has a singular and very 
111terestiug history, which serves in 
some sort to account for the course 
he hue pursued. His father was a 
~lcrgyman of the Church of England, 
1~ the Isle of Man. Not one of the 
high and dry sort, but a large-hearted, 
go~ly man, and, of course, an evan
gelical minister. The future Baptist 
pastor was born in the parsonage 
house, and resided, for the most part 

till his seventeenth year, upon the 
island. It was then decided that be 
should be instructed in the "art and 
mystery" of engineering; for this 
purpose he was sent to Wolverton. 
Whether he made any satisfactory 
progress in the mechanical arts we 
are not aware; but his active mind 
was evidently not wholly absorbed in 
the pursuit, for his evenings, at least, 
were largely devoted to the. study of 
Natural History, Philosophy, and the 
languages, as well as Mathematics. 
Even when using the hammer, his 
brain was at work on other subjects 
than that immediately before him. 
We are credibly informed that be 
mastered the Greek alphabet, and 
some other elemental branches of a 
liberal education, inside the boiler of 
a locomotive,-a pleasing indication 
of that genius, industry, and all-con
quering energy, for which he was after
wards to be distinguished. The mind 
of the young man appears also to have 
been deeply impressed with the solem
nities of religion; for not only was he 
a regular attendant upon the services 
of the parish church, but a diligent 
and successful teacher in the Sa.bbath
school. It was not to be expected 
that so thoughtful a mind would be 
cased with bigotry, as some in the 
circles of most of us, amongst both 
churchmen and dissenters, unhappily 
a.re. There are Episcopalians of our 
a.cquo.intauce who would consider it a 
deadly sin to enter the doors of a 
dissenting "schism shop;" and as 
many Baptists who make bnt little 
distinction between a "steeple house" 
and a theatre, seeming to think that 
the devil is the deity of both. Mr. 
Brown was better taught, and, ac
cordingly, though a churchman, we 
find him walking over occasionally of 
a Sabbath evening from Wolverton 
to Stony Stratford, to hear the es
teemed and gifted Baptist minister of 
that place, the Rev. C. L. Fvrster, 
and thence an intimacy sprung up 
which soon ripened into a friendship
that has never been broken. 
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Having spent some three years at 
Wolverton, the object towards which 
his thoughts seem all along to have 
been directed assumed a practical 
shape : he returned to the place of 
bis nativity, and entered King Wil
liam College, as a student for the 
ministry. While there be was distin
guished by the same ardour and dili
gence in the pursuit of know ledge; 
and at the end of his college course, 
Bishop Short expressed the utmost 
readiness to place him, by the magic 
touch of bis episcopal hand, in the 
ranks of the A postolical Succession. 
Happily, however, for the interests of 
truth, the mind of Mr. Brown became 
so deeply impressed with the import
ance of the principles involved in the 
Church and State controversy, that 
he felt himself bound to consider it 
well before receiving ordination. Very 
naturally, his friend, :Mr. Forster, was 
first consulted upon the subject; and, 
under his judicious advice, a course 
of suitable reading was entered upon, 
and anxiously pursued. There is no 
subject, perhaps, which, when studied 
without prejudice, tends so invariably 
to one conclusion. It is almost need
less to say that the mind of the stu
dent became thoroughly convinced of 
the unscriptural and injurious nature 
of the connection which subsists, in 
this country, between one portion of 
the church and the civil power. But 
just at the moment of his relea.~e from 
this mental difficulty, and when hope 
began to tell the flattering tale of 
future repose, he was summoned home 
to sympathise with his afflicted pa
rents, who had received intelligence 
of the death of a beloved son, in the 
West Indies. After remaining with 
them for a short period, he returned 
to Stony Stratford, but only to endure 
a greater trial. To his inexpressible 
sorrow, he found a letter awaiting 
him in the house of his friend, con
taining the singularly affecting news 
that, on the niglit of his leaving the 
Isle of Man for England, the spirit of 
his revered father, SQ lately mourning 

over the loss of his child, bad, in a 
most sudden manner, winged its way 
to the realms of the blessed. The old 
gentleman, it seems, had gone oul;_ on 
the evening of the departure of his 
son, to take a " last, fond, lingering 
look" of the ship that was to bear 
him away, and, on returning, expired 
within a short distance of the pat~ 
sonage house, where his body was 
subsequently found by one of hia 
servants. The affectionate son, of 
course, hastened back, with a full 
and a sad heart, to his now desolate 
home, where there were yet other 
sorrows in store ; for a younger bro
ther lay upon a dying bed, and lived 
but/ a brief period after his arrival. 
It may well be supposed that these 
deeply afflictive and tragical circum
stances produced a powerful and chas
tening influence upon his mind. He 
remained with his bereaved relatives 
for a time after the interment of bis 
father and brother, and then retumed 
once more to Stony Stratford, where, 
with renewed vows of consecration to 
the service of the Lord fresh upon 
him, he was baptized by Mr. Forster, 
subsequent to the delivery of a long, 
luminous, and most satisfactory expo
sition of his reasons for becoming a 
Nonconformist, and casting in bis lot 
with the Baptist denomination, The 
chapel was crowded to excess. W a 
are told by one who witne8secl the 
service, that numbers of his old friends 
at W ol vet-t-on attended the deevly in· 
teresting service. 

Very s_oon after this, Mr. Brown re• 
ceived an invitation to supply the 
church in Myrtle-street, Liverpool, 
where, a.s we have seen, be cpntiuues 
to labour, with signal acceptance. We 
have frnquently heard remarks made, 
and some curious conjectures hazar<led, 
respecting Mr. Brown's Christiau 
names-" Hugh Stowell;" and it may 
be well to say; in closing, that he wns 
named after his illustrious cousius, 
the Rev. Canon Hugh Stowell, of Mau-. 
cheater, and Dr. Hen<lry Stowell, ol 
Cheshunt College. 
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A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

Po the Editor of tlie BAPTIST MESSENGER. 
!)EAR Sm,-1 have often deeply la- Howrah, opposite Calcutta, in the 
!Ilented that the subsequent history "Missionary Herald," for Dec., 1854, 
of our East India Mission has fallen "As a denomination in India, we are 
60 farshortofwhatwas to be hoped for dying out!" And Mr. Brock, at the 
fro!Il the exhilaratory representation recent annual meeting at Exeter-hall, 
of Mr. Ward, in his "Farewell Let- completely drew aside the curtain, and 
tars," in 1821, p. 149, etc., third edit., honestly set before the assembly the 
published by Allen, Leadenhall-street, source of the error, and the right 
where I procured a second copy within course to be adopted for the evange
the last seven years. The new leaven lization of the East to be successfully 
introduced by the new men, who were accomplished. I, therefore, hope a 
expected in some quarters greatly to better state of things is now likely to 
exceed the first three, was, even when ensue, especially if, with the devotion 
Mr.Ward wrote, in decisive operation; of the European Missionaries to their 
but the brilliant success of the West proper work in the ministration of the 
India portion of the Mission so en- gospel, the native converts receive 
grossed the general attention, that the that encouragement to labour which 
East, for a number of years, was very was attended with such happy results 
little regarded; and notwithstanding under the superintendence of Carey, 
all that has appeared in the Annual Marchman, and Ward. 
Reports, after the lapse of forty years, A DECAYED MISSIONARY. 
we are informed by Mr. Morgan, of May 3, 1855. 

ON ATTENDANCE AT PRAYER-MEETINGS. 

Po the Editor of the " BAPTIST MESSENGER.'' 
DEAR Sm,-1 remember to have 

read, some years ago, an interesting 
account of a converted heathen, who, 
after receiving the Gospel and enjoy
ing its blessedness, was wont to 
retire to II solitury place in the wil
~crness each day, to pour out his soul 
!11 prayer to God. By his frequent pass
mg to and fro, 11 pathway was trodden 
upon the turf, and the ground had 
become bare. In process of time, 
however, the green grass WIIB seen 
to cover the well-worn path· and 
the friends of the new convert f;ared, 
and not without rell.'!on, that his first 
love had somewhat cooled, and be
come less intense. He Wllll kindly 
admonished, and resolved anew to 
dedi_cate himself more fully to the 
service of God. Again, and with re
doubled zeal, he did so ; and the 
path to his" Bethel" became marked 
as broadly and distinctly as before. 

Now, is not the path of many of 

our members to the prayer-meeting 
covered even to luxuriance, from in
frequency of travel and traffic 1 Do 
not many of our wealthier and more 
"respectable" people absent them
selves from the " beginning of the 
year to the end of the year " from 
such services 1 I am the last that 
would bring a railing accusation 
against brethren. I say it in sorrow, 
rather than in anger. But I speo.k 
what I know, and testify to what I 
have seen. I have for the past ten 
years conducted a Sabbath morning 
prayer-meeting, in connection with 
one of our Metropolitan Baptist 
Churches, which consists of upwards 
of two hundred members. At ten 
o'clock we profess to commence the 
devotional exercises. On entering 
the vestry, on more than one occa
sions of late, I have found two mem
bers only, and they the two oldest ; 
one an aged female, over seventy-seven 
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years, a.nd the other an aged and very 1 to do it fo,· them." On every hand 
infirm brother, upwards of seventy : we hear complaints antl lamentations 
years of age. Upon this good brother [ of death, or drowsiness; of barren
we are entirely dependent for the : ness, or backsliding; of the low ebb 
sustaining of the service, as, if he of zeal and piety ; of the propriety 
were absent, we could not begin ! and necessity of covering ourselves 
Let us hope better things than to with "sackcloth and ashes," in con. 
imagine that this is a fair sample of sequence of our lukewarm and low 
the state of other Churches in this condition. Well, if these complaints 
respect. I do not mention this for mean anything, if we a1re what we say 
the sake of exposing the "nakedness we are, where must help be aought1 
of the land," but for the purpose of "By whom shall Jacob arise 1" but 
calling the attention of those who by Him alone who has promised to 
feel an interest in our prosperity and help in the day of our trouble 1 "For 
progress, to this very important He that is our God is the God of 
branch of Christian duty. In the salvation!" and he "rideth on the 
primitive Church, when a leading heavens" for the help of his people. 
servant of Christ was imprisone.d for Let us, then, not only in "twos" 
preaching the Gospel, "prayer was and threes," but in increasing and 
made without ceasing of tl.e Ghwrcli to assembled multitudes, let us draw 
God for kim." The "Church" then near with true hearts, in full assur
met, and as we still need help and a.nee of faith; and let the privilege 
guidan~e, should not the "Church" of speaking to God be prized as much, 
meet now 1 In Ezekiel xxxvi., there aye more, than the privilege of hearing 
appear to me to be clustered to- a fellow creature speak to us, however 
gether more "great and precious" "talented" and "eloquent," or "intel
promises relating to the peace and lectual," that fellow-creature may be. 
prosperity of Zion, than in any other So shall the highways to ow· Be
single chapter in the Bible. In the thels be well trodden, and no longer 
37th verse we have the frequently desolate, neither shall the grass grow 
quoted, but I fear as frequently for- upon them any more. 
gotten passage, "I will yet for this be A FELLOW HELPEI\ TO TBE TI\UTII. 
inquired of, by the House of Israel, I 

POETRY. 

"AS THY DAY, SO SHALL THY STRENGTH BE." 

BY TBE AUTHOR OF "TBE THI\EEFOLD COI\D." 

"WHEREFORE murmur and complain, Wherefore murmur'!--better pray, 
Though thine house may not agree Brighter scenes thou yet shall see, 

With thy wishes1 They are vain: Sweeter for the night the day: 
".As thy day thy strength shall be." "As thy day thy strength 11ho.ll be." 

Wherefore, with thy sorrow great, 
Sadly droop, and silently 

Borne along the stream of fate l 
" A,, thy day thy strength shall be." 

Wherefore should a livilng man 
Speak his woes complainingly1 

Up I and do the best you can: 
"As thy day thy strength shall be." 

Has the promise ever been 
Broken, in thine history 1 

This illumes each coming scene: 
"As thy day thy strength shall be." 

.Life shall prove its boundless worth, 
Death shall its fulfilment see, 

Quitting all the scenes of earth : ,. 
".As thy day thy strength ahall be I 
May lOtli, 1855. 
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LET US PRAY! 

FoR our country in he1· need ; 
For her barely sons who bleed; 
For allies who now uni~ 
In the struggle for the nght: 
Fourfold union they display
For their safety, Let us pray! 

For the living on our side; 
For the wounded, still our pride : 
For the dying, as they die
In that hour be succour nigh, 
.As they bleed or pine away, 
Duty calls us, Let us pray! 
For the widow in distress ; 
For the orphan-fatherless; 
For the broken, aged one, 
Who has lost an only son; 

That they may not pine away, 
Christians, bending, Let us pray ! 

For our enemies, who fight 
Against liberty and right; 
Most of all, the chief in guilt, 
By whom nations' blood is spilt : 
Gracious God!. the murders stay ! 
For their pardon, Let us pray ! 

For our country we would plead, 
I In this day, this time of need; 
For divine direction, given 

1 
By the teaching voice of heaven : 

[ Patriots! Christians! while we may, 
. Kneeling lowly, Let us pray ! 

London. J. S. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 
The Time of the /Jfillennium Scripturally 

decided. By G. H. ORCHARD. No. 1. 
Pp. 16. London: Houlston and Stoneman. 

THE Millennium is a subject upon which 
~ood and learned men in all ages have held 
diverse opinions. Without pledging our-

afforded them pleasure of no ordinary kind. 
As a composition, its e}oquence is of the 
highest order, and cannot fail, under God's 
blessing, of most efficiently promoting the 
great and sacred cause of evangelical mis~ 
sions. 

selves to that hereia stated, we recommend Tl Ch l f G d E 
the perusal 'of this tract to all c;ur readers. i;,e&c,~~~:v: Na!,et ::d T~:f'/,8 ;:f~: i~o;i:: 
According to Mr. 0., the absence of the Scriptures lo the General Assembly of all 
Holy Spirit from the Church, which, he Trve Believers. To which ls added, Chris~ 
~lnrms, necessitates and suggests the use ~f I tian Husbandry, etc. ByAMnnosE SERL E. 

Forms _or Prayer!. read Sermons, etc. I s,·o pp. 243. London: w. H. Colling-
" Prayer m the families of professors gene- ridge 
rally/' adds Mr. 0., "is seldom observed. • 
The Bible is a common book but not in I "TnE Church of God" and II Christian Hus. 
~ommon use. The children ~r professors., ba.udry.'' by the late A~brose_ Serie, _E~q., 
instead of being catechised by their parents, have been long fnvo_unt~s with Chnst1an 
are transferred to some questionable Sabbath readers of all denommatlons. \Ve ha Te no 
or day school teacher.'' These our o.uthor doubt that the cheapness of the present 
st~te_s, are the means and way's which are ed~tio_n, which was printed at ~he BonmahC?n 
drifting the professing Church into the gulf Pnn_tmg School by raw Irish. boys, w~ll 
or ~ntediluvinn security and disregard of o~ta1n for th~se excel_lent treat!~es a still 
the impending Judgment of Christ's second wider ctrculahon. It 1s full of grace and 
advent. truth," 

Eva119elieal Afissions: a Discourse delivered 
April 25th, 1855, in Bloomsbury Chapel, 
London, on the 63rd Anniversary of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. By J. P. 
tlunsE:LL, of Leicester. Svo, pp. 42. 

ondon: B. L~ Green. 
IN_ directing the attention of our reade

1

rs to 
this magnificent production of one of the 
greatest of living pulpit orators we have 
neither time nor space to say ~ore than 
fhn.t_ those ~,-~o were privileged to hear 
t ,nn ~e reJ01ced at having an opportunity 

~hread_rng. in private, and at their leisure, 
at m its public delivery must have 

Tiu LitUe Gleaner: a monthly Magazine for 
Children. Edited by a Minister or the 
Gospel or the Grace or God. Price One 
Penny. Birmingham: 'l'. Ragg; London: 
J. Paul. 

As the title indicates 1 this Magazine is of 
the high Co.lvinistic school, upon whose 
supporters it has claims for a deservedly 
wide circulation. Un leis this is attained, 
and we speak from a somewhat extensive 
experience, it cannot be published wlthout 
great loss to the Editor. \Ve would, hO\"Y
ever, recommend the insertioa of a better 
class of engravings. 
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Solomon and Ezekiel Harmoni~ed; or, two 
Critfral Portio11!.'of &ripture(Prov. xvi. 4, 
and Ezek. xxxiii. 11) compared and e:£
plaincd. By SAMUEL HALL. Small Svo. 
Pp. 36. London: J. Paul. 

AN attempt to illustrate and explain "Je
bovah's decrees, and the exhortations and 
invitations of his Wore;), with the end God 
has to be accomplished thereby." Ho,v far 
the writer has succeeded in his undertaking 
we recommend our readers to investigate for 
themselves. 

The Threefold Cord; or, J{usings on Fait!,., 
Ho-pe, and Love. By JA.MES BuTTFIELD. 
London: Houlston and Stoneman. 

A VOLUME of sacred poems on the three 
cardinal graces; and, though not written in 
the highest style of poetic art, these effusions 
will be heartily welcomed by all sincere and 
devoted Christians. 

Ur_qent Questions: Personal, Practical, and 
Pointed. Dy the Rev. JouN CtrMMING 
D.D., etc. ' 

LIKE all the worthy Doctor's publication, 
this volume abounds with passages or e:x.: 
ceeding power and beauty, and is calculated 
for vel'y extended usefulness. It i• alike 
fitted to be read in the homes of the poor 
and the halls of the wealthy. . • 

Eleanor Dunn: an Example of UprightneSB 
and Contentment in Poverty. By C.&.THE~ 
RINE CECIL, Fourth Edition. London: 
Book Society for Promoting Religious 
Knowledge among .the Poor, 19, Paternos
ter-row. 

A VERY excellent narrative, neatly printed 
and done up. It is altogether well adapted 
for distribution. 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
LORD PALMERSTON, who but a few weeks 
since took the helm of the state vessel with 
almost the entire confidence of the country 
at large, has in that short time managed to 
disappoint and disgust his warmest and 
most credulous admirers. In nothing, in
deed, has he succeeded, except it be the 
ruin of, we believe, a factitious, although 
world-wide reputation. His Lordship's re
cent speech on Sir W. Clay's motion for the 
abolition of church-rates will not fail to 
hasten his downfall. In the formation of 
the Administrative Reform Association, 
which is headed by Samuel Morley, Esq., 
and taken up by all sections and districts 
in the metropolis, and in large towns 
throughout the country, the "pet states
man" may read his sentence and his doom, 
'' Thou art weighed in the balance, and 
found wanting." 

The Church-Rate Abolition Bill of Sir. 
W. Clay has passed a second time through 
the House of Commons, by a majority of 
28, in a house of .f.00 members. Fears are 
entertained respecting its fate in the House 
of Lords; but this obnoxious impost must 
eventually be abolished. 

Several motions for Administrative Re• 
form have been proposed in both Houses of 
Parliament i -but hitherto without satisfac
tory results. 

On the 22nd ult. a grand field-day was ex
pected. At an early period, however, there 
were symptoms of a compromise between 

Mr. Milner Gibson and the Government; 
and, as the result of this, Mr. Gibson with• 
drew his motion respecting the Vienna Con• 
ference. 

Mr. Layard, "the member for Nineveh.'' 
as Punch facetiously describes him, has been 
throwing bombshells into the Ministeriel 
camp, in the shape of some very telling 
truths concerning Governmental appoint
ments, for which he has had to run the 
gauntlet in the House of Commons. In his 
attack upon the system, he made some mis
takes in selecting and arranging his facts, 
and has thereby brought a hornet's nest 
about his ears. All the red coats, and their 
connections in the House, honour the 
honourable member for Aylesbury, when 
he attempts to speak, with a serenade of 
shoutings, screechings, and sounds, like to 
nothing on earth or in heaven. This is the 
sport which gentlemen glorying in the preft1 
of "right honourable," or, as Mr. Jay would 
say, "right horrible," indulge in, at a time 
when the jnterests of their country ore 
placed in fearful jeopardy. Mr. Layard, 
however, is made of sterner stuff' than to 
succumb to clamour. Already has he suc
ceeded in exposing the animus by which 
his assailants are influenced. The country 
is with him, and will bear him harmless 
and victorious through the conflict. There 
is, says the 'l'imea, 1

' this difference between 
the honourable member and his opponents: 
he attacks the system i they the mao." 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
ANNIVERSARIES TO BE HOLDEN. , 

B~ley lleath, Kenl.-The Anniversary Ser
"Vicee will be held on Tuesday, June 5th. 
The Rev •. Mr. Chislett, of Eaet-.street, Wal
worth, will preach in the afternoon, and 

the Rev. J. George, of Arthur-street, Wal· 
worth, will preach in the evening. A tea 
will be provided. On the following even
Ing Mr. Collins,ofKlngston-upon-Thames, 
will preach. 
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E nafo1'd, Kent.-On Wednesday, June 13\h, 
~he Anniversary Sermons will be preached, 
in the morning and evening, by the Rev. 
c. H. Spurgeon, of New Park-street, 
Southwark. In the afternoon, Mr. J. 0. 
Fellowes,aMissionary from theArmy in the 
Crimea, will deliver a descriptive address, 
relating to his labours among the sick and 
wounded so]die~s in the East. Dinner and 
tea will be provided. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 
Sevenoaks, Kent.-The Rev. Joseph Mount

ford has succeeded the venerable Rev. 
T. Shirley, who retires, through great 
bodily infirmities, in the pastorate of the 
Baptist Church in this place. Mr. Mount
ford was received into the Church by the 
late respected pastor, who, in his own pe
culiarly happy way, gave to Mr. M. the 
right hand of fellowship. 

Henley-in-Arden, Warwickshire.-The Rev. 
D. Lodge, from Uppingham, Rutland. 

Deal, Zion Chapel.-The Rev. W. Garwood, 
from Ramsgate. 

.Newtown, Montgomeryshire.-The Rev. D. 
Evans, from Swansea, has accepted the 
pastorate of the Baptist Church. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
Barking, .Esse.r.-May 9th, of Mr. James 

Dawson, as pastor of the newly formed 
Baptist Church in this place; on which 
occasion the Rev. G. Wyard, of Soho 
Chapel, stated the nature of a Gospel 
Church, and asked the usual q uestioos. 
In the evening, the Rev. S. Milner, of 
Keppel-street, gave the charge to the 
minister from Prov. :xxvii. 18: 11 He 
that walteth on his Master shall be 
honoured." The Rev. P. Dickerson 
preached to the people from Deut. i. 38: 
11 Encourage him." 

Road,Someraet.-May 17th, of Mr. Frederick 
:i"ear,_e, •.• pastor of the Baptist Church 
m tb,s village. The Rev. Mr. Hnwkine, 
of Bradford, elated the nature of a Church 
ol_Christ. The Rev. J. Webster, of Trow
bridge, asked the usulll questions. The 
Rev. J. A. Jones, of London, gave the 
chnr~e; _nnd Mr. Hawkins preached to tile 
Church urtheevening. Several ministers 
took part in the service. 

MonmouU,.-April 30th, of the Rev. S. 
P11cker, l_o.te of Eostcombe, as pastor of 
the Da_phst Church; on which occasion 
a public tea was provided; after which, 
~dresses were delivered by the Rev. 

1 
es11rs. Howells, of Whitebrook; Hen• 

1?,;tf Monmouth; and Penny, of Cole-

B~n_l,am, Essex.-May 1st, of the Rev. E. 

0
rfflths, lnte of Up well, Norfolk, as pastor 

d" the Baptist Church. The introductory 
;~course ,vas delivered by the Rev. A, 
of derson, of Ilures. The Rev. R. Dayne, 

Langham, offered the recognition prayer. 

The Rev. J. T. Wigner, of Lynn (for
merly a member of the Church), addressed 
the members of the Church from l Cor. 
xvi. 10. The Rev. Messrs. Winter, of 
Southminster, and Hayward, of Rom
ford (Independents), took part in the 
services. 

OPENING OF NEW CHAPELS. 

Huddersfield, Yorks.-The spacious edifice 
built in 1839 by the Socialists, anrl after
wards occupied as a Unitarian Chapel, 
was opened for divine service on April 
18th, by the Baptists, by whom it has 
been purchased, and considerably im
proved, at a cost of £1,300; on which 
occasion the Rev. Hugh Stowell Brown, 
of Liverpool, preached in the morning 
and evening; and the Rev. J. Stacey, of 
Halifax, in the afternoon. On the fol
lowing Sabbath, sermons were preached 
by the Rev. S. G. Green, B.A., Classical 
Tutor of Bradford College, and the Rev. 
Robert Bruce, M.A., of Huddersfield; 
and on Sabbath, April 29th, the Rev. D. 
,vassell, of Bath, and the Rev. J. Stock, 
of Salendine Nook. On Wednesday, May 
2nd, a public tea was provided by the 
ladies; after which the company assembled 
in the chapel, and were addressed by 
several ministers and friends. \V. Shand, 
Esq., presided on the occasion. This is 
the first chapel held by the Baptisls in 
this important town. 

Lo-ndon, Regent'1-park.-On Tuesday, the 
Diorama was opened as a. chapel for divine 
worship, in connecLion with the Baptist 
body, having been refitted for thnt pur
pose by the munificence of Sir Morton 
Peto, Bart., at a cost of .£18,000. The 
Rev. W. Brock preached in the morning, 
after which the company adjourned for 
dinner ,to the Fitzroy Rooms, at which 
Sir M. Peto presided. Addresses were 
delivered by the Rev. W. Lande!,, the 
pastor of the Church; the Rev. W. Brock, 
the Rev. Dr. Leifchild, and tile Rev. T. 
Binney~ After tea the company returned 
to the Chapel, where a sermon was 
preached in the evening by the Rev. S. 
Martin, of Westminster. The Chapel, 
which is computed to seat 1,600 persons, 
was filled to overflowing. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
Lydney, Gloucestersl,ire.-Special services 

have been held by the Doptist Church in 
this vlllage, with a view to a revival of 
religion. The Revs. S. J. Do.vis, of Lon
don; J. Penny, ofColeford; E. J. Rodway, 
of Weston-super-Mare i Dr. A. Morton 
Brown, and J. Smith, of Cheltenham; 
and Evan Probert, of Bristol, preached 
on the occasion. All the services were 
well attended, and, it is hoped, powerful 
and permanent impressions produced on 
the hearers. 
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PRESENTATION SERVICE. 'Ramsbollom, Lanca.,ltire, April Gth.-Threc 
BurnJu,m, Essex.-May 1st, the Rev. J. at Cloughfold, by Mr. Prout. 

Garrington, 011 his retiring from the Sevenoaks, Kent, April 29th.-Four by Mr 
pastorate of the Baptist Church, which Mountford. • 
]1e had sustained forty-four years, was Sheffield, Eyre-street, March 25th.-Nine by 
presentecl with a purse of sixty-four Mr. Ashberry. 
sovereigns, as a tribute of the affectionate Stttton-on-1'rent, April lst.-Two, husband 
regard of his late flock. and wife, by Mr. Edge, \ 

DAPTISMS. 

Andover, Hants, April Sth.-Two by Mr. 
Croft~. 

Astley Bridge, near Bolton, April Sth.-Two 
by Mr. Metcalfe. 

Bedford, .Mill-street, April Sth.-One by Mr. 
Killen. 

Beverley, Yorks, April l5th.-Trro by Mr. 
Upton. 

Bath, York-<treet, April Ist.-Eight by Mr. 
White. 

.3ishops Si-ortford, Herts, March 27tlJ._:_One 
by llfr. Hodgkins. 

Bideford, Devon, April lst.-Six by Mr. 
Arthur. 

Birm;ugliam, Heneage-streel, April· Ist.
Seventeen by Mr. Taylor. 

Bridge E11d, Gloucestershire, April Ist.-Two 
by Mr. Williams. 

Cou,bridge, Glamorgansltire, April 5th.-
Three by Mr. Price. • 

Greal Grimsby.-Feb. 4th', five, and May Gth, 
six, by Mr. R. Hogg. 

K ilham., Yorks.-April 8th, one, and April 
151h, two, by Mr. Shakspeare. 

Llanelty, Bethel, April Sth.-Seven by Mr. 
Hughes. 

Li1:erpool, Stanhope-street, April lst.-One 
by Mr. ·Hughes. 

London, Spencer-place, Goswell-road, 1'fay 
Sth.-Six by Mr. Jennings. 

---, lslin,qton-green, May 2nd.-Eight 
by Mr. Glaskin, in the baptistry of Chad
well-street, Jent for the occasion. 

Luton, Wellington-street, March 25th.
Twelve by Mr. Harcourt. 

Meopltam, Kent, April lst.-Five by Mr. 
Lingley. 

Poulton, Somerset, April lst.-Six by Mr. 
Stembridge. 

Thetfo,·d, Isle of Ely, May lst.-Delightful 
edifying, a.nd impressh•e services wer~ 
held at the above place, on which occasion 
six believers were baptized in the river 
Cam by Mr. Spooner. The address wa~ 
given by the Rev. III. W. Flanders, of 
Cotten ham, Cambridgeshire; after which 
many of the .spectators repaired to tll~ 
Baptist chapel, and partook of tea at five 
o'clock. In the evening the service was 
int,oduced by the Rev. J. Crampin, of 
Streatham, who read the Scriptures and 
prayed i after which, the Rev. J. E. Sim
mons, A.M" of Bluntisham, Hunts, prea
ched from Acts ii. 42. 

Trowbridge, Wilts, Bethesda, May 6th.-Ten 
by Mr. Webster. · 

------, Back-street, May 2nd.
Seven by Mr. Ba.rnes. 

Waltham Abbey, April 19tb.-Four by Mr. 
S. K. Bland, of Cheshunt. 

Waterfoot, Lancashire, March 21st.-Four 
by Mr. Nichols, of Sunny-side. 

Wigan, April lst.-Six by Mr. Vasey. 

DEATHS. 
Davis, Mrs. S., of Chesham, May 11th, aged 

81. 
Gate, Mr. T., at Liverpool, ApriJ 21st, aged 

80. Forty years a member of th.e Baplisl 
church, Staines. 

Gregory Mrs., widow of Dr. Olinthus Gre
gory, May l Ith, aged 66. 

Jones, Rev. W., 3t C,1rdiff, May 17th, ag~d 
65. Mr. Jones had been forty-nine year! 
pastor of the English Baptist church in 
Cardiff. 

May, Louisa, the beloved wife of the Rev. 
W. May, Baptist minister, Burton Lali· 
mer, May 20th, aged 38. 

Smith, Mrs. Caroline, wife of J. J. Smith, 
Esq., and daughter of the late W. D. Gur· 
ney, Esq., May 18th. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
WE are happy to inform many friendly inquirers that. our success is most gratifying: the 
monthly sale of the u BAPTJ&T MESSENGER" gradually increases. But each or our 
present subscribers would materially assist us Uy obtaining- another, so that it may LakeJ 
still more important position among our denominational periodicals. 

\Ve tender gTateful acknowledgments to the Revs. C. H. Spurgeon, New Park-slr~e1: 
,T, Smith, Cheltenham; J. Wallis, Bexley Heath; W P. Ba'lfern, Bow; S. Hnll,Southwark. 
J. Jenkintion, Oakham i 8. K. Bland, Cheshunt; R. Hogg, Great Grimsby; J. Webstrr, 
'l'rowbridµ-e, .T. S. ·warren, Tring; 11 A Decayed Missionary;" to Messrs. J. J.ickr.on, 
Frederick Brown, J. Buttfield, R. R. Briggs, J. Cheshire, J. Closs, J. Sneesby, J. S., D. L., 
and o1hers. 

Several articles and extracts from provincial papers, co11den111atory of t.he Rev. C. 11• 
Spurgeon, have been forwarded for insertion in th~ 11 MESSENGER." This, ho,vever\ 
we must decline doing. It is, indeed, most pitiful that this excellent nnd usch.1_ 

Rervant of Christ cannot f.[O about hifi. Master's bu1.iness quietly and unobtrusively-for h11 

popularity is altogether unrnught by him-without exciting unkind ant.I envious re111nrk5• 



:.::1-:1 :1u, UF tl Ew PARK STREET CHAPEL, So urnwARK. 



Tlllil 

BAPTIST MESSENGER: 

iLN 

®naugrlirnl ~rrmmrq 

AND 

CHRONICLE OF THE CHURCHES. 

FRO:lt 

JULY To DECEMBER, 

18 5 5. 

LONDON: 

JA.MES PAUL, 1, CHAPTER-HOUSE COURT, 

PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



!J01"l>OW: 

.1.n,nrs A!'i'D XINO, PntNT1ms, 

30, G05W~LL STllBBT. 



l'NDE·I., 

Abbott, Rev. W.-Feft'"Contrs:sts; 89 
- Silken Cords, J.O. • 
- The Prayer·Meeting, 118. 
Anniversary Servicee;-30; 77, 99, 12l. • 
.A,ssociation-Services,-30,-53, 121. 
Association Meeting Elltraordinary, 122. •· 
Jlailey, Rev. J.-Apostolic Theology, ll'T. 
------ Prsyer Meetings,.11. 
---- D.-On: Misunderstandings, 12: 
B&ptisms, 32, 55, 78, 100, 122, 142. 
llalfem, Rev, W.-P.-The Apostolic Spil'it, 21. 
-- Symptoms of SpiritueJ Hee.Ith :-I. Pulse of tT1e SonI, 44. 

II.- The Eye, 61.
-- The Loveliness of Jesns, 112.· 
-- The Preciousness of Time, 133. 
Beazley, Mr. Raymond-The Pharisee's Visit to J esue, 137 .. 
llonner, Rev. W. H.-Believer'e Estimate of the Bible, 9Z. 
Cox, Rev. John-A Searching Que~tion, 4-6. 
- An Incident from nn Ancient Church Book, 85. 
- Whnt is your Soul Worth P 114. 
- The Soul, and How it must be SaYed, 134. 
Deaths, 32, 66, 78, 100, 122, 142. 
Dow,on, Rev. H.-Blind Mendicant, 72. 
- Pen lllld Ink Sketch of, 94. 
For,iaken Love, by a Kentish Pastor, 108. 
Freem~n, Mr. John-Biblice.l Criticisms:-

I. Import of the term" Abba," 49. 
II. Import of the term" Jeeue," 91. 

Ill. Import of the term" Messiah," 138. 
Germs of Thought, 139. 
Hal], Rov. J.-Death of the Cross, 16. 
R:e.tterna, Rev. D., Pen nnd Ink Sketch of, 50 
Literary Notices, 30, 97, 120. 
Miniatmal Changes, 30, 63, 77 100, 121, 140. 
- Resignations, 54, 77. 



iV IXDllX. 

M-0nt1\ly Summny, li'2. 
Xotices to Corrcspondent,i, 32, 78. 
New Ch~pe.ls, 31, 54, 'iS, 99, 121, 140. 
re.B ,a,nd Ink Sket<Jhes of Baptist Ministers: 

VIII. Rev. C. Stovel, 24. 
IX. Rev.Daniel KaUerns, 50; 
X. Rev. H. Dowi;on, 94. 

Pe1·sonal and Indindual Communion with G,x!, 8. 
Poetry, 29, 97, 119, 140. 
Presentation s~rices, 31, 54, W, 122 
Private Thoughts for Quiet Moments,"56.. 
Recognition Services;ao, 53, 99, 14:l.. 
Smith, Rev .. Jas.-Emmanuel, 18. 
--The Beloved, 40. 
--The Elect; 64. 
--The Surety, 85. 
--·The Christ, 104. 
--The Judge, 132. 
Special Servf008, ai-; 64; 99'; 122:. 
Stovel, Rev. C.-'Spiritual Life an Essentio:I Element in {)biistio.n Progres~ ll.5. 
--Pen and Ink Sketch of, 24, 
Spuf'goon, Rev. C. H.-Pictures of Life, and Birthday Reflectioas, l. 
----Sermons at Exettfr Hall, with an Engraving, 35. 
--- Wisdom of the Wor,ld Nonplussed, 36. 
---- A M-0dem Jew, 37. 
---- Christ shall not die in ve.in, 38. 
---The Gospel the Power of God, 38. 
--- Religion the Foundation of Civil Li:berty, 39. 
---- What is Death, 40. 
---- On Religious Despondency, 66, 101. 
---- Exposition of Isaiah xxvi. 1-14, 79. 
--- The Spiritual Resurrection, 123. 
The Lord Reigneth, 23. 
The Saviour's Supervision of the Ohurchee, by a Kentish Pastor, 57, 
Warren, Rev. J. S.-The Humiliation and Exaltation of Christ, 18, 
Winslow, Rev. Octavius, D.D.-Sympathy of Jesus, 68, 81. 
---The Throne of Grace, 107, 
Vvby do we not, as a Denomination, make m1 eh greater Progress P 28. 



PICTURES OF LIFE, AND BlRTHD.A. Y REFLECTIONS. 

DY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON. 

Delivered, 011 the occasion of his cttlrtining his Majority, in New Park-street Chapel, 

ON :MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 18TH, 1855. 

11 ,Vhat is your life?"-JAMEs h·. 14. 

IT well behoves me, now that another year of my existence has 
almost gone, standing on the threshold of a fresh era, to consider 
what I am, where I am going, what I am doing, whom I am serving, and 
what shall be my rewar<l 1 I will not, however, do so publicly before 
you; I may hope that I may be enabled to perform that duty in 
secret; but rather let me turn this occurrence to another account, by 
speaking to you of the frailty of human life, the fleeting nature of 
time, how swiftly it passes away, bow soon we a.!l shall fade as 
a leaf, and how speedily the place which knows us now shall know us 
no more for ever. The apostle James says, ""\Vhat is your life?" 
and, thanks to iuspiratio11, we are at no great difficulty to give the 
reply; for Scripture being the best interpreter of Scripture, snpp]ips 
us with many very excellent answers. I shall attempt to give ynu 
some of them. 

!.-First, we shall view life with regard to its SWIFTNESS. It i~ a 
great fact that though life to the young man, when viewed in the 
prospect, appears to be long, to the old man it is ever shor~ ; and to 
all men life is really but a brief period. Human life is not long. 
Compare it with the existence of some animals and trees, and how 
short is human life ! Compare it with the ages of the universe, and 
it becomes a span; and especially measure it by eternity, and how 
little does life appear 'I It sinks like one small drop into the oceau, 
and becomes as insignificant as one tiny grain of sand upon the sea
shore. Life is swift. If yon would picture lite you must turn to the 
Bible, and this evening we will walk through the Bible-gallery of old 
paintings. 

You will find its swiftness spoken of in the book of Job, where we 
al'e furnished with three illustrations. In the ninth chapter nnd at 
the twenty-fifth verse we find, "Now my days are swifter than " 
post." "\Ve are most of us acquainted with the swiftness of post-con
veytmcc. I have sometimes, on emergency, taken post-horses wlwre 
there has heeu no railway, and have been amused and pleased with 
the rapidity of my journey. But since, in this ancient book, there 
can lie 110 allusion to modern posts, we must turn to the manners am! 
customs of the East, and iu so doing we find that the aucie11t monarchs 
asto~ished their subjects by the amazing rapidity with which they 
received intelligence. By well-ordered arrangements, swift hor~e~ 
a~d _constant relays, they were able to attain a speed which, although 
tnfhng in these days, was in those slower ages a lllarvcl of n111rvels ; so 

VOL. Ill. D 
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ihat to au Eastern, one of the greatest ideas of swiftness was that of a 
post. ·well doth Job say our life is like a post. We ride one year 
until it is worn out, but there comes another just as swift, and we are 
borne by it, and it is gone, and another yeai· serves us for a steed; 
post-house after post-house we pass, as birthdays successively arrive ; 
we loiter not, but vaulting at a leap from one year to another, and 
still we hurry onward, onward, onward still. My life is like a post ; 
not like the slow waggon that drags along the road with tiresome 
wheels, but like a post, it attains the greatest speed. 

Job further says, my days "are passed away as the swift ships." 
He increases, you see, the intensity of the metaphor; for ifin the East
ern's idea anything that could excel the swiftness of the post it was 
the swift ship. Some translate this passage the ships of desire ; that 
is, the ships hurrying home, anxious for the haven, and therefore 
crowding all sail. You may well conceive how swiftly the mariner 
flies from a threatening storm, or seeks the port where he will find 
his home. You have sometimes seen how the ship cuts through 
the billows, leaving a white furrow behind her, and causing the sea 
to boil around her. Such is life, says Job, "like the swift ships," 
when the sails are filled by the wind, and the vessel dashes on, divi
dini a passage through the crowding water. Swift are the ships, but 
swifter far is life. The wind of time bears me along. I cannot stop 
its motion ; I may direct it with the rudder of God's Holy Spirit ; I 
may, it is true, take in some small sails of sin, which might hurry my 
<lays Oil faster than otherwise they would go ; but nevertheless, like 
a swift ship, my life must speed on its way until it reaches iLs 
haven. Where is that haven to be? Shall it be found in the land of 
bitterness and barrenness, that dreary region of the lost 7 or shall it 
be that sweet haven of eternal peace, where not a troubling wave can 
rufile the quiescent glory of my spirit 7 Wherever the haven is to be, 
that truth is the same, we are "like the swift ships." 

.A.gain: Job says, it is "as the eagle that hasteth to tlie prey." The 
eagle is a bird noted for its swiftness. I remember reading an account 
of an eagle attacking a fish-hawk, which had obtained some booty 
from the deep ; and was bearing it aloft. The hawk dropped the fish, 
which fell towards the water; but before the fish had reached the . 
ocean, the eagle had flown more swiftly than the fish could fall, and 
catching it in its beak, it flew away with it. The swiftness of the 
eilgle is almost incalculable; you see it, and it is gone ; you see a dark 
;opeck in the sky yonder; it is all eagle soaring. Let the fowler inla
gine that by and by he shall overtake it on some mquntain's craggy 
peak ; it shall be gone long before he reaches it. Such is our life. 
Jt i~ like an eagle basting to its prey; not merely all eagle flying in 
it ordinary course, but an eagle basting to its prey. Life appears to 
be basting to its prey-the prey is the body; life is ever fleeing frotn 
insatiate death, but death is too swift to be outrun, and as art eagle 
overtakes his prey: so shall death. 

If we require a further illustration of the swiftness of life, we mnst 
turn ,tgain to Job, upon which I ~hall not dwell. It will be found in 
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the seventh chapter, at the sixth verse: he says, it is "swifter than u 
weaver's shuttle," which the weaver throws so quickly that the eye can 
hardly discern it. But he gives us a yet more excellent metaphor in 
the seventh verse of the same chapter, where he says, "0 remember 
that my life is wind." Now, this excels in velocity all the other figures 
we have examined. Who can outstride the winds 1 Proverbially, the 
winds are rapid ; even in their gentlest motion they appear to be 
swift. But when they rush in thetornado,orwhen theydashmadlyon 
in the hurricane-when the tempest blows, and rends down everything 
-how swift then is the wind ! Perhaps some of us may have a gentle 
gale of wind, and we may not seem to move so swiftly ; but with others, 
who are only born, then snatched away to heaven, the swiftness of it 
may be compared to the hWTicane, that soon snaps the ties of life, 
and leaves the infant dead. Surely our life is like the wind. 

Oh! if you could but catch these ideas, my friends! Though we 
may be sitting still in this chapel, yet you know we are all really in 
motion. This world is turning round on its axis once in four-and
twenty hours ; and besides that it is moving round the sun in the 365 
days of the year .. So that we are all moving ; we are all flitting along 
through space. And as we are travelling through space, so we are 
moving through time, at an incalculable rate. Oh! what an idea it 
is, could we grasp it ! We are all being carried along, as if by a giant 
angel, with broad out-stretched wings, which he flaps to the blast, 
and flying before the lightning makes us ride on the winds. The whole 
multitude of us are hurrying along-whither, remains to be decided 
by the test of our faith and the grace of God; but certain it is, we are 
all travelling. Do not think that you are stable things ; fancy not that 
you are standing still; you are not. Your pulses each moment beat 
the funeral marches to the tomb. You are chained to the chariot of 
r?lling time, there is no bridling the steeds, or leaping from the cha
riob'; you must be constantly in motion. 

Thus, then, have I spoken of the swiftness of life. 
I_I.-But, next, we must speak concerning the uncertainty of life, of 

wh1_ch we have abundan:t illustrations. Let us refer to the part of 
Scripture from wb.ich I have chosen my text-James, the fourth 
chapter, at the fourth vetse. "For whnt is. your life·/ It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth forli. \jtt.le time and then vanisheth away." If 
I were to ask for a child's Yext:>Ianation of this, I know what he would 
Ray. He would say, "Yes, it m. even a vapour, like a bubble that is 
blowu upward." Children somethi.es blow bubbles, and amuse them
~':lves thereby. Life is even as tp.at bubble. You see it 1·isiug into the 
an·; the child delights itself by seeing it fly about, but i~ is all_ gone in 
one mom:nt. "It is even a vapour, that appeareth for 1~ l1tt)c tune, and 
then vamsheth away." But if you ask the poet to explam this, he would 
tell you that in the moruin"', sometimes at e:irly dawn, the rivers seud 

1P_a ste~i:nY offering to t~e "'sun. There is a va~our, a mis~, nu cxl~a
ton l'lsmg from the rivers and brooks, but m a very little wlule 

n ler the sun has risen all that mist has <Yono. Hence we read of ihe m . o 
oru111g cloud and the early clew that pastieth away. A more common 
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4 PICTURES OF LIFE, AND BIRTHDAY REFLECTIONS. 

observer, speaking of a vapour, would think of those thin clouds you 
sometimes see floating in the air, which are so light that they are 
soon carried away. Indeed, a poet uses them as the picture of 
feebleness-

., Their hosts are scatter'd 1 like thin clouds 
Before a Discay gale." 

The wind moves them, and they are gone. "What is your life 1 It is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away." So uncertain is life ! 

Again, if you read in the book of Ecclesiastes, at the sixth chapter, 
and the t,velfth verse, you will there find life compared to something 
else, even more fragile than a vapour. The wise man there says that 
it is even "as a shadow." Now what can there be less substantial 
than a shadow 1 What substance is there in a shadow 1 Who can 
lay hold thereof? You may see it, but the moment the person passes 
away it is gone. Yea, and who can grasp his life 1 Many men 
reckon upon a long existence, and think they are going to live for 
ever, but wh(.' can calculate upon a shadow 1 Go, thou man, who 
sayest to thy soul, "Eat, drink, and be merry ; I have much goods 
laid up for many years." Go thou, and store thy room with shadows; 
go, thou, and pile shadows up, and say, "These are mine, and they 
shall never depart.'' But say est thou, "I cannot catch a shadow 1" 
No, and thou canst not reckon on a year, for it is as a shadow, which 
soon melteth away, and it is gone. 

The prophet Isaiah also furnishes us with a simile, where he says 
that life is as a thread wlticl, is cut off. You will find this in his 
thirty-eighth chapter, at the twelfth verse, "Mine age is departed, 
and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a 
weaver my life." The weaver cuts off his thread very easily, and so 
is life soon ended. I might continue my illustrations at pleasure 
concerning the uncertainty of life. We might find, perhaps, a score 
more figures in Scripture if we would search. Take, for instance, 
the grass, the flowers of the field, etc., etc. 

But though life is swift, and though it is to pass away so speedily, 
we are still generally very anxious to know what it is to be while we 
have it. For we say, if we are to lose it soon, still while we live let 
us live; and whilst we are to be here, be it ever so short a time, let 
us know what we are to expect in it. 

III.-And that leads us, in the third place, to look at LIFE IN 1~s 
CHANGES. If you want pictures of the changes of life, turn to th_is 
wonderful book of poetry, the Sacred Scriptures, and there you "'.111 
find metaphors piled on metaphors. And, first, you will find !IFe 
compared to a pi(r;1·i111age by good old Jacob, in the forty-sevent~i 
chapter of Genesis, and the ninth verse. That hoary-headed patr1• 

arch, when he was asked by Pharaoh what was his age, replied, "Th'. 
<lays of the years of my pi~r;rimage are an hundred and thirty years, 
few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not 
att.ained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers !n t_he 
days of their pilg1·inrnge" He calls life :i pilgrimnge. A p1lgrJJD 
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sets out in the morning, and he has to journey many a day Lefore he 
gets to the shrine which he seeks. What varied scenes the traveller 
will behold on his way ! Sometimes he will be on the mountains, 
anon he will descend into the valleys ; here he will be where the 
brooks shine like silver, where the birds warble, where the air is 
balmy, and the trees are green, and luscious fruits hang down to 
gratify his taste; anon he will find himself in the arid desert, where 
no life is found, and no sound is heard, ex,cept the screech of the wild 
eagle in the air, where he finds no rest for the sole of his foot-the 
burning sky above him, and the hot sand beneath him-no roof, tree, 
and no house to rest himself; at another time he finds himself in a 
sweet oasis, resting himself by the wells of water, and plucking fruit 
from palm trees. One moment he walks between the rocks, in some 
narrow gorge, where all is darkness; at another time he ascends the 
hill, Mizar; now he descends into the valley of Baca; anon he climbs 
the hill of Bashan, "a high hill is the hill Baslmn ;" and yet again 
going into a den of leopards, he suffers trial and affliction. Such is 
life-ever-changing. Who can tell what may come next 1 To-day it 
is fair, the next day there may be the thundering storm; to-day I 
may want for nothing, to-morrow I may be like Jacob, with·notbing 
but a stone for my pillow, and the heavens for my curtains. But 
what a happy thought it is, though we know not where the road 
winds, we know where it ends. It is the straightest way to heaven 
to go round about. Israel's forty years' wanderings were, after all, 
the nearest path to Canaan. We may have to go through trial and 
affliction ; the pilgrimage may be a tiresome one, but it is safe ; we 
cannot trace the river upon which we are sailing, but we know it 
ends in floods of bliss at last. We cannot track the roads, but we 
know that they all meet in the great metropolis of heaven, in the 
centre of God's universe. God help us to pursue the true pilgrimage 
of a pious life ! 

We have another picture of life in its changes, given ns in the 
ninetieth Psalm, at the ninth verse. "We spend our years as a tale 
that is told." Now David understood about tales that were told; I 
dare say he had been annoyed by them sometimes. There are in the 
~ast professed story-tellers, who amuse their hearers by invent
mg tales such as those in that foolish book the "Arabian Nights." 
When I was foolish enough to read that book, I remember sometimes 
you were with fairies, sometimes with genii, sometimes in palaces, 
anon you went down into caverns. All sorts of singula1· things are 
conglomerated into what they call a tale. Now, says David, "we 
spend our years as a tale that is told." You know there is nothing 
so wonderful as the history of the odds and ends of human life. 
Sometimes it is a merry rhyme, sometimes a prosy subj~c.t, sometimes 
you ascend to the sublime, soon you descend to the r1d1culous. No 
man can write the whole of his own biogrnphy,; I suppose if the 
history of a man's thoucrhts and words could be written, scarce the 
World itself would cont~in the words that should be written, so 
wonderful is the tale that is told. Our lives are all singular, and 
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must, to ourselves, seem strange, of which much might be said. Our 
life is " as n. tale that is told." 

Another i<lea we get from the thirty-eighth chapter of Isaiah, at 
the twelfth verse. "I am removed as a s!wplwi·d's tent." The shep
herds in the East build temporary huts near the sheep, which are 
soon removed when the flock moves on ; when the hot season comes 
on they pitch their tents, and each season had its suitable posi
tion. My life is like a shepherd's tent. I have pitched my tent in a 
variety of places already, but where I shall pitch it by-and-by I do 
not know-I cannot tell. Present probabilities seem to say that 

" Here I shall make my settled rest, 
And neither go nor come,, 

No more a stranger or a guest, 
But like a child at home." 

But I cannot tell, and you cannot divine. You have been opening a 
new shop lately, and you are thinking of settling down in trade, and 
managing a thriving concern; now paint not the future too brightly; 
don't be too sure. Another has for a long time been engaged in an· 
old establishment ; you:- father always canied on trade there, and 
you have no thought of moving. Here you have no abiding city ; 
your life is like a shepherd's tent ; you may be here, there, and 
almost everywhere before you die. It was once said by Solon, "No 
man ought to be called a happy man till he dies/' because he does 
not know what his life is to be; but Christians may always call 
themselves happy men here, because wherever their tent is carried, 
they cannot pitch it where the cloud does not move, and where they 
are not surrounded by a circle of fire. "I will be a wall of fire round 
about them, and their glory in the midst." They cannot dwell where 
God is not householder, warder, and bulwark of salvation. 

"All my ways shall ever be 
Orclered by His wise decree." 

I know that my tent cannot be removed till God says, "Go for
ward;" and it cannot stand unless he makes it firm. If any of you 
who are God's people are going to change your condition, are going 
to move out of one situation into another, to take a new business, or 
remove to another county, you need not fear ; God was with you in 
the last place, and he will be with you in this. "Be not dismayed for 
I am thy God." That is an oft told story of Cresar in a storm. The 
sailors were all afraid, but he exclaimed, " Fear not !-thou car
riest Cresar and all his fortunes." So with the poor Christian. There 
is a storm coming on : " Fear not, thou art carrying Jesus, and you 
sink or swim with Him." Well may we say, Lord, if thou art with 
me, it mrttters not where my tent is. "Though I make my bed in 
hell, thou art there ;" all must be well, though my life is removed like 
a shepherd's tent. 

Again: our life is compared in the Psalms to a dream. Now, if a 
tale is singular, surely a dream is more so. If a tale is changing and 
shifting, what is a dream ! AR for dreams, those ftutterings of the 
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benighted fancy, those revelries of imagination, who can tell what 
they consiBt of? We dream of everything in the world, and a few 
things more ! If we were asked to tell our dreams, it ,yould be im
possible. You dream that you are at a feast; lo, the viands change 
into a Pegasns, and you are riding through the air ; or, again, sud
denly transformed into a morsel for a monster's meal. Such is life. 
The changes occur as suddenly as they happen in a dream. Men have 
been rich one day, they have been beggars the next. We have wit
nessed the exile of monarchs, and the flight of a potentate : or, in 
another direction, we have seen a man, neither reputable in company, 
or honourable in station, at a siugle stride exalted to a throne; nnd 
you who would have shunned him in the streets before, were foolish 
enou"h to throng your thoroughfares to stare at him. Ah ! such is life. 
Leav~s of the Sibyl were not more easily moved by the winds, nor are 
dreams more variable : "Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth.'' How foolish are those 
men who wish to pry into futurity; the telescope is ready, and they 
are looking through; but they are so anxious to see that they breathe 
on the glass with their hot breath, and they dim it, so that they can 
discern nothing but clouds and darkness. Oh! ye who are always 
conjuring up black fiends from the deep unknown, and foolishly vex
ing your minds with fancies, turn your fancies out of doors, and begin 
to rest on never-failing promises. Promises are better thau forebod
ings: "Trust in the Lord and do good ; verily thou shalt be fed; thou 
shalt inherit land, and dwell therein for ever." 

Thus I have spoken of the changes of this mortal life. 
IV. And now, to close up, what is to be THE END OF THIS LIFE. 

We read in Samuel, we are like "water that is spilt upon the ground, 
and cannot be gathered up again." Man is like a great icicle, which 
the sun of time is continually thawing, and which is soon to be water 
spilt upon the ground that cannot be gathered up. Who can recal 
the departed spirit, or inflate the lungs with a new breath of life 1 
Who can put vitality into the heart, and restore the soul from Hades'? 
None. It cannot be gathered up. The place shall know it no more 
for ever. 

But here a sweet thought charms us. This water cannot be lost, 
but it shall descend into the soil to filter through the rock of ages, at 
last to spring up a pure fountain in heaven, cleansed, purified, and 
made clear as crystal. How terrible if, on the other hand, it shoul,\ 
percolate the black earth- of sin, and hang in horrid dropij in the dark 
cavems of destruction. 
. ~uch is life ! then, make the best use you can of it, my friends, because 
1~ ls fleeting. Look for another life, because this lifo is not a very d('
sirahle one, it is so changeable. Trust your life in God's hand, becaURP 
Y0_u cannot control its movements; rest in His arms, and rely on Hi~ 
might; for He is able to do for you exceeding 11.bundantly above nil 
that you can ask or think ; and unto His name be glory for ever and 
ever! Amen. 
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PERSONAL AND INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION WITH GOD, 
THE religion of many is that of the crowd ; it burns only amid sym
pathy-it is kindled only by contact with t,housands; and the instant 
that the crowd is dissolved, and they go alone into their homes and 
their closets, all their light is put out, all their warmth is cooled : reli
gion with them is a social and public sacrifice, not at all a personal 
thing. But Christianity is emphatically the individual's transaction 
of au everlasting matter with God alone ; and he that has never held 
communion, converse, conversation if you like-for it does not need 
the lips to speak to God ; the heart speaks to Him and He can speak 
to the heart-has reason to question the depth at least, if not the 
reality and substllJlce, of his own religion. Let us not forget, as an 
illustration of religion as a personal thing, that God looks at each in
dividual in the solemn assembly alone just as if there were no other 
individual in the universe. If we could only realize that one fact-if 
we could only insulate ourselves from the crowd, and feel that we are 
just as naked to God, as clearly seen by Him, and present as great an 
interest to Him as if He has nothing else to do in the world than to 
minister to me, and forgive me, and sanctify me-our religion would 
thus, by becoming more personal, become more deep and real. 

It is oue of the grandest features of Deity, that the smallest thing 
indicates an expenditure of labour as great as the very largest, 
Take the wing of the minutest insect, you will find that the texture of 
the web is as exquisitely woven as is the manipulation of a fixed star, 
or the shaping of the big bright sun; so exquisitely done is the petal 
of the wildest field-flower or the wing of the beetle or the bee, that, 
on examining it with all the aids of microscopic analysis, we could 
almost feel as if God had spent the last five thousand years in doing 
nothing else but shaping and weaving it. It is the evidence of His 
greatness that the very least things that the microscope detects are as 
elaborately, as exquisitely, as beautifully done as the very largest 
things that the telescope bring,; within the horizon of our view. And 
if that be so in the material world, it is an analogy, and so far a proof, 
that He does the same in the spiritual world. A believer's sorrow, 
his sighs, his wants, his woes, the world cannot see; griefs and tears 
that cannot wash out his sorrowful reminiscences ; his longings and 
his yearnings after a perfection and a beauty that he sees looming in 
the distance, but that he cannot yet grasp-God understands ; aurl 
every instant, by night and by day, and everywhere, upon the moun
tain, and in the valley, and on the ocean-there God is present, as i~ h_e 
\iad nothing else in the universe to do but to minister to that inchv1-
dual's soul, and make it holy and happy, and fit for heaven. 

If this be so, let us try to realize it. The fact is, it is not more 
knowledcre that we want, not more novelty brought into sermons, but 
to have "the same precious truths reiterated, and set in such lights 
that we cannot mistake them, and accompanied with the prayer over 
them, that He that can preach to the heart would so impress upon 
that heart those pointed, personal, sanctifying truths, that you shall 
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feel your soul and God to be the only two grand things in the uni
verse worth recollecting, knowing, loving. To induce this feeling of 
isolation from the world, and this individual and personal communion 
with God, let us ever remember that we must all <lie alone. What a 
thought is that! The physician may accompany us to the sick-bed, be
loved relatives may sympathise with our sufferings and weep over our 
departure; but no friend on earth can walk with us through the val
ley of the shadow of death-we must die, in the strictest sense of that 
expression, alone. Is it not well, then, when we know that all human 
friends must leave us, or rather, when we must leave them, save One 
that sticketh closer than a brother-is it not well to hold communion 
and fellowship, private and alone, with Him now ; so that when we 
come into the valley of the shadow of death we may find it no strange 
place, but trod smooth by our Eld~r Brother'~ foot, resounding with 
his own blessed welcome, and teachmg us to srng-not merely to say, 
"O death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1" 

We must stand at the judgment-seat of Christ, alone. True, there 
will be a great multitude grouping around the great white throne, with 
different aspects, hopes and fears within, and lights and shadowa, that 
indicate fears and hopes, playing on the countenance without ; but in 
that solemn hour every one of us shall feel at the judgment-seat alone, 
absorbed by what each of us is within, and what God has been to us 
before. We shall feel, amid its light and its glory, as if none but God 
and we were there. The silence of that moment will be so inten~e 
that every man shall bear the beating of his own heart. How impor
tant that we should now be alone with Him whom we shall meet at 
the judgment-seat ! How important that we should not meet a stran
ger there! How joyous and blessed will be that view when upon the 
throne of judgment is seen the Lamb who spoke to us from the throne 
of grace ; and when we shall bear, not a new and strange sound, but 
the old and familiar accents, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
tl.Je kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world ! " 

Let us also keep in mind that of all things Satan will make the 
strongest efforts to avert the possibility of personal communion with 
God. He will not care that we should be religious in the crowd, if 
he can only prevent us holding communion with God alone. To pre
vent this, he will give us every excitement we can desire; he will 
divert us with the prospects of business; he will involve us in all the 
cares and pursuits of a world that must pass awny; he will tempt us 
with every pleasure ; he will seek to draw us nuder the influence of 
every attraction, if he cnn only keep us from perso1ial, close commu
nion and intercourse with God. But depend upon it there will be 
no deep religion in public, unless it be fed from springs in individual 
lives; there will be no warmth in the sanctuary that will last, unless 
it be kindled from individual hearts. It is the religion of the closet 
that makes so real and so pure the religion of the sanctuary and of 
the chu-rch without. And wherever, therefore-in the closet, or in 
the study, or in the world, or amid the array of this world's rliflicnl
ties-wherever we may be, we can lift up the heart and fed, "Thou 
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God seest me ; " or say, "Whom have I in heaven but thee 1 and 
there is none upon the earth that I desire beside Thee;" or, "Lord 
Jesus, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom ;" or 
" Blessed Lord, I will adse and come to Thee, my Father." Where~ 
ever such expressions rise from the heart, they are ten times more 
precious than when they are statedly expressed at morning dawn and 
at evening close; because they are the spontaneous, the unprovoked 
expressions of a heart that in its silent depths is in communion with 
God, and lets forth only the incidental evidences of its deep and 
solemn, but silent intercourse maintained within. J. C. 

SILKEN CORDS. 
BY THE REV. W. ABBOTT, BLUNHAM, BEDS. 

A pleasing idea, suggested by several interesting scriptures. " Draw 
nigh unto Me, and I will draw nigh unto you.". "No man can come 
unto Me, except the Father who sent Me draw hinI." "Draw me, 
we will run after Thee." " I drew them with the bands of a man, 
with cords of love." "\Vith loving-kindness have I drawn thee." 

Gospel charms and silken cords are similar in their operation and 
issue; they exercise one power, they lead to one object; they put 
forth the energy of love, and bring souls to the Saviour. Smiles 
charm the eye, music charms the ear, love charms the heart. The 
love of Christ abounds with charms and attractions that win and 
captivate the affections. His love is a silken cord, fixed on my heart 
by the power of the Spirit, through the ministry of the Gospel ; or, 
by other means, drawing my affections from the service of Satan
from creature delights and dependencies-to Jesus, in whose heart 
there are "breadths and lengths, and depths and heights of love, of 
love that passeth knowledge." 

In His heart there is love that is the fountain of my joy, the sweet
ness of my solace, the cordial of my care, the antidote of my ills. In 
His tongue there are words rich in wisdom, grace, and kindness; 
wor•' ., of light, life, and joy, that make glad the saddest heart. "A 
wor ; spoken in due season how good is it." In His looks there are 
smiles that turn troubles into peace, mountains into vales, rocks into 
flowing streams, night into day; that wipe tears from our eyes, that 
fill our hearts with joy, our tongues with songs, and crown our heads 
with gladness. Oh, what looks of love are these! Let these smiles 
cf Jesus be my daily sun, and my unceasing happiness. 

We find by daily and sad experience that our hearts are prone to 
wander, and our affections to cleave to the dust ; and that we need 
the coustant influence of the silken cord of love to bring us nearer, 
and to engage our hearts more about Him, in whom there is every
thing to admire, rejoice in, boast of, and commend to others. 

If love has drawn us to Jesus, seeking pardon at His cross, it will 
yet further constrain us to keep His commandments, that we 1m~y 
@joy His precious peace and rewarding favour, "for in His favour 1s 
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]lfe" and the earnest of everlasting life. His love, as spiritual ·con
sec;ating oil, helps us willingly and cheerfully to surrender and 
devote our hearts and lives to His service, who loved us, and gave 
Himself for us, and who, by the gospel of love, still says, "Follow Me." 

Through life'~ cares, sor;ows, and trials, and through the last 
painful struggle rn the swelling o~ Jordan, may we feel the Redeemer's 
Jove sweetly and effectually drawmg us near to Himself and so giving 
118 to prove the strong consolation and the sure support' of the Gospel 
and a happy and glorious entrance into His eternal kingdom. ' 

PR.A. YER MEETINGS. 
Po the Editoi· of the BAPTIST MEssENGER. 

DEAR Sm,-Your last number con- Then much may depend upon the 
truns a truly Christian letter from "A : length of the meeting, and etpecially 
Fellow-Helper to the Truth," deplor- , upon the length of the supplications 
ing, as all true friends of Zioii must de- I of those who engage. It is patent to 
plore, the absence ofiiiany members of all that some good friends are sadly 
our Churches from the usual prayer- loo long in prayer; they generally 
meetings. It has been a source of pray for every imaginable thing, and 
great pain to numbers that there thus monopolize the time of the 
exist many and very serious obstacles meeting, so that, instead of jive or si.x 
to the better observance of these enjoying the privilege, we are sent 
valuable means of grace. I am aware away with two or three long, dry, and 
that Rome of our truly pious and zea- formal supplications, of fifteen or 
lously affected friends are so circum- twenty minutes each. This is too 
stanced, that it seems almost impos- bad. We want more kindred feeling, 
sible for them to attend at these sea- more sympathy, more brotherly loYe, 
sons of refreshlngs; but there are in this respect, and not ,zii·ile so much 
others who might attend and do not, of the exclwi-ivc clement in our social 
and to determine the "reason why" meetings. 
ia the objed of this communication. The manner of some sincerely de· 
There can be no doubt that the i·ea& vout persons is oftentimes offensive 
cause is a low stute of spiritual feeling, to their fellow-worshippers. Utter
but there are many other things ance of the most sacred name of 
which may have contributed to this "God," either in a too familiar, or in 
s~1le of things in the Christian Church. a harsh, irreverent tone, has often 
I am not disposed to become "an ac- shocked the feelings of many. Our 
euser of the brethren," but really I praying brethren might easily habitu
am disposed to think thut u portion ate themselves to other and less re
of the blame rests upon those brethren pulsive terms and tones. 
who are intrusted with the superin- A word on the nature of prayer 
leudenee of these devotional meetings. may not be out of place here. lllany 

I think it will be obvious to all have been the regrets of God's people 
there ought to be great discretion in that some brethren ha'l'c entirely for
sdectiug the parties who are to en- gotten the na( w·c of this exercise, and 
,;age. Doubtless the "old d·isciples," instead of pra.ycr, they have treated 
l\he the best; but they should not be us ton lecture upon the faults of their 
c .0sen to the exclusion of the young minister, or the incomistencies of 
Tunothys, us this tends to lessen the the brethren. ~ ow, Sir, this is ,wt 
:hterest of the meeting, and to cramp ! prayer. It is a grievous departure 
• e energies of the rising mind. om the path of duty, nnd u violation 
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of the law of Christian charity. Snch, 
it is to be feared, go empty mYay, be
cause they ask AMISS. ,ve need much 
prayer-earnest believing, importu
nate prayer, that the God of all grace 
may pour out His Spirit upon the 
church and the world, that sinners 

may be converted nnto Him, ancl His 
·churches edified and established. 

Wishing you success in your work 
of faith ancl labour of love, 

I am, yours, etc., 
J, BAILEY, 

Bewdley, Jnne 5, 1855. 

MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 
To tlte Readei-s of the BAPTIST MESSENGER. 

How numerous and grievous are the I son's constitution, means, ci,·cuin
rcsults which arise from Christians atances, and education. If he is natu
misunderstanding one another, Who rally irritable, haughty, or inclined to 
has not been misunderstood, though • be censorious, and he speak or act 
he has been never so careful in his with delibemtion, meekness, and de
conduct and conversation 1 Poor ference, credit should be given hiin 
human nature, in iLs best forms, and for keeping in subjection those evil 
with most gracious and influential ac- inclinations; and if he conduct him, 
companiments, is frequently hot-head- self otherwise, allowance should be 
ed, proud, resentful, rustrnstful, and made for his natural tendencies: we 
uncharitable ; so that from words and should not expect to gather grapes 
actions, given with good meani11g, we from ,i crab-tree. We must not think 
draw hasty, crude, and wrong conclu- to receive presents from the poor, 
sions; suspect the speaker or actor morning visits from the man of busi
of unjust or hostile intentions, speak ness, uor display and courtesy from 
of him as not worthy of friendship, the honest, warm-hearted, and indus
confidence, or regard, and treat him trious, though illiterate cottager. If 
with lw,uteui·, indifference, or disdain. your friend or ueighbour appear to 
0, charity! fair angel; how mortals treat you with indifference, consider 
fail of possessiug thee. We set thee him, call in the aid of charity, who 
on one side, perhaps promisiug to hear "thinketh uo evil, and is not easily 
of thee another day, judge from out- provoked ; " look at the working 
ward signs, and then, imperfectly, power, the motive, intention, anJ cast 
draw long and injurious inferences him not off without n cause. 
from short sentences, make monstrous There is not so much ill-will in the 
mountains of tiny mole-hills, and often world as there seems to be; only we 
only find out that they are false fab- are so short-sighted and hasty, that 
rications, when the founclationless I like the person in the paraLle who 
buildings fall upon us, and bury us saw " men as trees walking," our 
beneath our own uncharitableness. misty conceptions magnify and render 

llfany of the quarrels, animosities, i monstrous the actions of others; nnd 
and miseries of life might be avoided, as we clo not stay to look at the root 
if we would deal iu love with each of the matter before we resent what wo 
other, trust in each other more, and have received, every imaginary evil ie 
so render otu·selveil more worthy of converted into a real one; and it is 
confidence, judge of each other with only by some humbling, enlightening, 
deliberation and charity, and look perhaps Horrowful circumstnncc, that 
more to a person's 11wtire. than to the we find out we have been ama1·tmg 
way in which he carries them out, from Ottr own sting, and giving uu· 
remembering that "out of the heart necessary and undeserved pain to 
arc the i.,sues of life." others. D,\Vlll B.,ru:r. 

:!\' either should we o,·erlook a per- ]Jroadlanes, nectr Jiil.sto11,, June 4, 1855. 
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EMMANUEL. 
BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, OF CHELTENHAM. 

"They shail call His name EM:tlANV~L.''-MATT. i. 23. 

JN proportioJ?- as we love Jesus will_ be our jo:y at the dignity con
ferred 011 Him, a11d the glory ascribed to Him. It delic,hts the 
spiritual mind to know_ that it can.not think too _highly of Jesus, or 
ascribe too much to Him; and as 1t goes over His names and titles, 
it rejoices to find that all honour and glory are given Him. He is 
not only JESUS, the all-sufficient, ever-loving, and ever-living Saviour, 
but He is EMl!ANUEL, "which is, being interpreted, Gon WITH us." 

He was Gon FOR us, before He became God with us; and it was 
because He was for us that He became God with us. His heart was 
set upon us from everlasting. He always loved us, and loved us with 
an infinite, consequently with an inconceivable love, He delighted in 
us ages before He appeared among us. When creation-work was 
going on, He was rejoicing before His Father, and His delights were 
with the sons of men. In the glass of the eternal decrees He saw us, 
anticipated the time when He should come among us, and rested in 
His love to us. In the covenant He engaged for us, in the promise 
He was pledged to us, in the types He was presented to us, in the 
predictions He appeared as though among us, and, at length, He 
iiterally became one with us. For "the children being partakers of 
flesh and blood, He likewise Himself also took'part of the same; that 
through death, He might destroy Him that had the power of death, 
that i~ the devil; and deliver them, who through fear of death are 
all their lifetime subject to bondage," Thus He became-

Gou WITH us. God in our nature ; God in our world. God in our 
nature and in our world, for ourselves. This is the great mystery of 
godliness, "God was manifest in the flesh." The Divine nature 
underwent no change, but it was mysteriously united to the human, 
The body became the temple of Deity. The whole human 11ature 
became one with God. In that nature dwelt all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. Thus God came as near to us as He possibly could. 
He became one with us, dwelt among us, sympathised with us, spoke 
.to us, wrought before us, suffered instead of us, and died to save us. 
0 mystery of mercy ! 0 wonder of wonders ! The Man of Nazareth, 
wh_o was despised and rejected of men, who suffered the just for the 
un.1ust, who was put to death in the flesh, was EM;>1ANUEL, Gon_ w11:1I 
us. The babe of Bethlehem, sitting on Josephs knee, or lymg m 
~la1fs bosom, was the true Almighty God. The youth in the temple, 
hstenmg to the Rabbis and asking them questions, was the Crea.tor 
of the universe. The stra11ger, sitting on the kerb of Jacob's well, 
and talkiu" with the o-uilty Samaritan woman, was God over all, aucl 
.blessed for" evermore. 

0 

VOL. Ill. 

11 No less Almighty at Hls birth, 
Than on His throne supreme; 

His shoulders held up heaven aud earth, 
,rhen Mary held up Him." 

C 
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He was Goo LIKE us ; that is to say, He became as much like us 
as possible. True, the Divinity did not become human, nor the 
humanity Divine ; the natures were distinct, but were so united that 
the two became one person. The human nature was one with God 
and God through that nature became one with us. Mau once aimed 
to be as God, and now God stoops to be as man. Our God is like us . 
he thinks, he speaks, he feels, he works, he suffers, he dies, as we do'. 
He enters, by experience, into all the peculiarities of our nature. In 
all ~m afflictions He is afflicted. Himself bore our sicknesses, and 
carried our sorrows ; He is therefore still touched with the feeliug 
of our infirmities.' We do not conceive it possible for God to become 
more like us than He has. 

"Almighty God sigh'<l human breath; 
The Lord of life experienced death. 
How it was done ,ve can't discuss, 
But this we know, 't was done for us!" 

'He is Goo IN us. This was the effect of His being one with us. 
"I will dwell in them, and I will walk in them, saith the Lord 
.Almighty." God's mystery among the Gentiles is, Christ in us the 
hope of glory. "I live," said Paul, "and yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." Our bodies are the members of Christ. Our persons are 
the temples of God. God dwelleth in us; the affections are His 
throne, the heart is His home. Thus God was for us before time, 
therefore He became God with us in time ; being God with us, He 
became as much as possible like us; ·and having become like us, He 
takes up His abode in us. Thus God dwelleth in us, and we dwell 
in God. 

And why was all this ·1 Just that we may be f oi· God: His 
portion; His people; His representatives; His sous; His servants. 
That we may think for Him, speak for Him, work for Him, suffer for 
Him, and, if required, die for Him, as many have. The Lord says, 
"I will be for thee, and thou shalt be for Me." Beloved, let us daily, 
hourly bear in mind, that it is of us the Lord says, "This people have 
I formed for Myself; they shall shew forth My praise." Emmanuel 
" gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works." 
That we may be WITH Gon. Jesus came to earth that we might go 
to heaven. He tabernacled in a tent among men, that we might 
dwell with God in a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 0 glorious mystery! I live, because Jesus died; I shall be 
happy, because Jesus suffered; I shall dwell with God, because Jesus 
dwelt with men. That we may be like God. Not divinities, n?t 
deified ; but like God in holiness, in happiness, in glory. My w1!l 
running parallel with His will ; my heart beating in unison with !11s 
heart, and having the same object in view, and aiming at the same 
end. As God became as much like me as possible, so I shall be !lS 
much like God as possible. That we may be in God. Hence Jesus 
prayed, "I pray for them that shall believe Me, that they all may be 
one, as Thou, Father, art in me, au,l I in Thee, that they also may be 
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oNB IN us. And the glory which Thou givest Me I have given them, 
that they may be one, even as we a.re one. I IN THEM, and Thou in 
:Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast l(Yl}ed 
Jle" John xvii. 20-23. What can it be to be in God?-to dwell in 
God 1-united to the Divine nature as closely and. as gloriously as 
possible 1 We must die to know it fully. 

Brethren, how wonderful the grace of God ! That God should be 
for us, who were against Him. That He should come to be with us 
who said, " Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of Thy 
ways." That He should become like us, who had lost all resemblance 
to Him. That He should enter and dwell in us, where Sa.tan had 
dwelt, and wrought, and revelled. Nor is it less wonderful to consider 
that all this was, that we may be won over to be for Him who were 
enmity against Him. That we should be with Him, who deserved to 
be banished eternally from Him. That we should be made like Him, 
who loathed Him, and debased ourselves even unto hell. That we 
should be in Him, who were gone as far from Him as it was possible for 
us to go. My soul, dwell upon this glorious subject! Dwell upon.it 
until filled with wonder, love, and praise ! And may the Holy Spiiit 
unfold yet more and more to thy view, the wonders that are wi·apped 
up in this glorious name of thy beloved Lord, "EMM.ANUEL." 

June 4, 1855. 

" On such love, my soul, still ponder, 
Love so ~ast, so rich, so free; 

Say.'while lost in holy wonder, 
Why, 0 Lorrl, such love to me? 

Hallelujah! 
Grace shall reign eternally!'' 

THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.* 

BY THE REV, JOHN H. HALL, HAY, BRECONSIIIRE. 

WE are in a dying world ; our friends around us die, and very few 
days pass away without intelligence being brought to our ears of some 
one having departed this life. Many die and perish, many die to live 
for ever in happier regions ; those who perish are such as despise 
the truths that relate to Jesus' death upon the cross; those who live 
for ever are such as hang all their hopes upon a dying Christ. The 
death of Jesus is not only an antidote to dying, but affords peace and 
comfort to those who believe while living; a.nd profitable are those 
seasons spent in contemplating this death. 

l.-Tlie death of the cross a.ff'oi·ds an a_ffecting display of sujf'ei·ings 
en~ured for us.-fn witnessing persons in pain, we involuntarily ex
claim, "What a. sufferer !" But when we look at Jesus dying upon 
the cross, we may well ask-

" \Vas ever grief like thine 1 '' 

One striking prophetic declaration calls Him "A Man of Sorrows;" 

* Philippians ii. 8. 
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and the same prophet, as though he had stood by the cross and wit
nessed His death says, " He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him. It pleased the Lord to bruise Him, He bath put Him to grief." 
What physical pangs are there in those nail-pierced hands and feet 
and thorn-crowned brow ; what internal sufferings in that travail of 
soul, of which He alone can have correct views. Deaths upon the 
heights of Alma, Inkermann, and at Balaclava, move us to sympathy 
and tears ; what influence has the death of Jesus upon us 1 Do we 
visit the hill of Calvary, and contemplate the sufferings that the 
Captain of our salvation endured in the day of the Lord's fierce anger1 

II.-In the d,eath of the ci·oss we have all the perfections of Goel 
beautifully harmonizing, and moi-e clearly seen than elsewhere.-'' Here 
the whole Deity is known;" there stern Justice is seen making its 
demands to repair the dishonour done. Here is Divine love, unspeak .. 
able love, love full of sacrifice, giving up the beloved Son to die ; 
and here is the unsullied purity of God hiding its face from sin in 
its imputed forms. Wisdom and power unite to form the complete 
glory of God, shining in fullest splendour in this ever-memorable, 
soul-humbling, yet cheering fact. We may see God in nature, at 
Sinai, in His awful judgments poured out upon men and places, and 
in providence, but these are only parts of His glory ; but on Calvary 
we have all the essential rayS' of Deity beaming and blending. In the 
death of the cross we may all realize an answer to the prayer of 
Moses when he said, "I beseech Thee show me Thy glory ;" there we 
may look, and learn, and know God, whom to know, as revealed in 
the death of the cross, is life eternal. 

III.-In the death of the cross we see the enmity of the human heart 
1;1a;1ifested to the trite God.-ln all ages, there have been men disposed 
to worship beings whom they have called gods ; they have bad gods 
many, and lords many; some vicious, superlatively so, others more 
inclined to virtue. But of all forms of worship, the Jews had the most 
perfect in morals; God bad revealed Himself to them, and bad there 
been any innate love to God in them, when Jesus came they would 
have received Him as His own; would have welcomed Him to their 
hearts and homes. But when He, the God manifest in the flesh, 
appears, they hated Him without a cause ; they thirsted for His 
blood, they would not have one so holy to be their King. When 
men talk of Nature being only partly depraved, of something good 
in man, let us point them to the cross; here we have the elite of 
mankind, with the spirit of demons, only satisfied in the consumnm
tion of their plans in denying the Holy One and the just, by putting 
Him to death upon the cross. Such is man. Such is man ,now. Were 
Jesus to appear again men would crucify Him. Dear readers, 
would you 1 

IV.-The death of the ci-oss secui·es the life of the clrnrch.-I am 
come, said Jesus, that they might have life ; "I give unto my sheep 
eternal life." "But how, Master," asked they, "canst Thou secure 
to them life, who are condemned to die by law?" I am about to lay 
down My own life for ,them, to answer the law's just demands ns 
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their surety. My death secures their life. Having honourably re
deemed th~m, my Spirit shall call, quicken, and _vivify those whose 
representative I am. 

1
' O ! the sweet wonders of that cross 

Where God my Saviour loved and died ; 
Her noblest 1ife my spirit draws, 

From His dear wounds and bleeding side." 

V.-ln tlie death of the cross we have the moral death of the church. 
-As in Adam we all die as the effect of sin, so in Christ we all die 
to sin. Paul speaks of himself thus, "I am crucified with Christ." 
"God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whereby the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world." 
"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
For in that He died He died unto sin once, but in that He liveth He 
livetb unto God. Likewise reckon ye yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." Thus, 
then, we are delivered from its guilt and power, freed from its curse 
and slavery, and made alive unto God, being dead to sin. 

" His dying crimsnn, like a robe, 
Spreads o·er His \Jody on the 1ree; 

Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is tlead to me." 

VI.-In Hi's death wpon tlie cross, u,e !tave vi'ctory over natu1·al deatlt 
triuinphantly ackieved.-It is true His hand was paralyzed upon 
the cross, but that hand extracted the monster's sting. It is true 
His head bowed in death upon the cross, but this was only necessary 
that it might be again lifted to proclaim victory over the last enemy. 
What a calming and cheering influence does this fling upon the other
wise dreary path of those who, by disense or age, are treading upon 
the confines of the grave ! 

"\Vhy should we start nnd fear to die? 
"'hat timorous souls we mortals are! 

Death is the gate to endless clay, 
And yet we dread to enter there!" 

Why, 0 Christian, art thou afraid to die 1 Who dreads liftiag his 
foot upon the threshold of his Father's house 1 What child, in a 
foreign land, trembles at the announcement, You are ·goin~ home. You 
anticipate death as a foe, but he is your friend; the death of the cross 
~akes dying gnin: you are leaving all, it is true, but it is only depart
mg to be with Jesus. That hand, that nail-pierced liand, is now 
re_ady to grasp thine, that it may draw thee into near communion 
with Him, who once to save thee became "obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross." 

June 4th, 1855. 
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THE HUMILIATION AND EXALTATION OF CHRIST.• 

BY THE REV. J. S. WARREN, NEW MILL, TRlNG. 

THE life of Jesus Christ may be divided into three peri~ds-the life 
of men but into two. In the life of Christ we may distinguish His 
pre-existent state ; His state of humiliation on earth ; and His state 
of exaltation and glory in heaven, to which " God hath highly exalted 
Him, and given Him a name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow." Reader, pause; does your knee 
bow to Christ 1 Do you make conscience of prayer 1 Remember, 
a "prayerless soul is a Christless soul," and a Christless soul is ripen
ing for an awful perdition! 

The life of man may be divided into two periods: his existence on 
earth, and his existence in future in heaven or hell. 0 my soul, pause 
andreftect; I am now in the first state of existence, and soon I must be 
in the second, in a state of glory with Christ, or of misery in hell with 
devils and lost spirits ! 0 thou once dying, but now highly exalted 
Saviour, let the latter never be my lot ! 

First, Let us inquire, was Christ's mission to earth eminently suc
cessful 1 

Viewed partially, it was not ; viewed in all its issues, it was. 
Viewed partially, and in the light of human policy, it was not. He 
:tttained to no earthly empire ; He failed to conciliate the great of 
His own people ; He made no permanent impression upon the bulk 
of His own nation ; "He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not." Weighed down, at last by the power of an intolerant 
priesthood, and a dominant caste, He was crushed ; His life ended 
ignominiously, and He was numbered with the transgressors. Viewed 
wholly and impartially, and in the light of J ehovah's revealed pur
pose and promiHe, it was. Beyond the end of life, another scene opens 
upon us. This same Jesus-this same despised Nazarene, we behold 
at the right-hand of God. Exalted in honour, majesty, and power; 
giving laws to the universe, and upholding all things by the word of 
his power; "Exalted to give repentance unto Israel, and remission 
of sins." 

Judging, therefore, by the eye of faith, Christ's mission was most tri
umphantly successful-by the eye of sense an apparent failure. We 
must thus learn to estimate the real value of our own or others move
ments in the world. We must take into account the final issue, and 
not the mere temporary success. Was Ahab successful 1 Let him, in 
taking possession of his throne, be the first to answer ; and the dogs, 
licking his blood, be the second. Were Daniel's enemies successful 1 
Let Daniel cast into the den be the first reply, and his enemies' 
crunched bones the second. Has persecution been successful ? Let 
the stake, the chain, the fagot, the execration, the martyrs' ashes, 
be the first answer; and the glorified spirits of those crowned mar
tyrs be the second, together with the spirits of the persecutors reel-

... Philippians ii. V. 
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ing into the gulf of despair, drunk with the blood of the saints. O, 
my soul, remember that those alone can be pronounced happy, to 
whom God shall at last say, "Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of thy Lord." 

Secondly, Let us observe, that the causes of Christ's humiliation 
and exaltation were the same. His humiliation and rejection by men, 
and his exaltation and reception by God. 

Let us try and ascertain some of these causes, and we shall have some 
indications of the proper principles on which it will become us to act. 

Jesus Christ, then, preferred truth to prejudice ; God's word to 
man's creed; facts to fiction. Hence, when preaching at Nazareth, 
he developed the doctrine of election, together with the call of the 
Gentiles, he so wounded the prejudices of his hearers, that with one 
accord they not only were prepared to banish him from their society, 
but they were resolved to compass his destruction, and would have 
done it if they could. And so now; preach election, and say nothing to 
sinners ; shut your eyes to all the truths addressed to them, and you 
will gain the patronage of some. Preach free-will, and say nothing 
about election ; shut your eyes to all that concerns God's sovereignty, 
and you will gain the patronage of the liberal many; but disregard 
both, preach God's word, and give the Gospel in all its grace-in all 
its freeness ; preach it to sinners, and numbers will be offended. 

Again, Jesus Christ refused to wear man's livery, or to be made 
man's tool, having pledged himself to God's service. As God's servant 
He lived, He walked, He talked, He preached, He died ; and because 
the Jewish hierarchy could not get Him to wear their livery, or be a 
tool to enslave the people to them, they destroyed His reputation, and 
by scandal and falsehood cast Him from them. But this was the very 
reason that God received Him. There is no doubt that the claim of 
many will be disallowed by God. " Yo1t MY servant ! no, you served 
such a party, such a sect, such a church-not me ; you did not serve 
me. Go to those whom you served for your wages, and let them 
receive you into everlasting habitations!" 

And again, Christ sought souls, not station or applause. Had he 
been intently pursuing these, had He been content to seek place and 
power among great ones of the earth, had He made the reputable 
few His companions and lived upon the breath of their applause, 
all had been well. But, no! "this ml!,n receiveth sinuers,"
souls He came to save, and souls He must seek. Hence the 
house of the publican and sinner is the place of Jlis resort. It was 
for this He sat upon the well in Samaria., and scrupled not, although 
a Jew, to talk with the Samaritan sinner. It was for this He was 
condemned by man-it was for this He was exalted by God his 
!ather. Let us try and walk in His footsteps-let us seek souls : and 
if we )ose, or rather, never attain pla?e, and statio?, an~ applause among 
m~n, if they rather despise and reJect us, all will still be well ; God 
Will declare Himself well pleased, and own, and bless us. Reader, are 
you prepared to forsake all for Christ 1 Are you prepared to account the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures in Egypt 1 Oh, if 
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you are, your resolve may be followed by sneers, and scoffs, and by 
something worse; but heed them not., thou art marked out by God 
as His own, and there will be a crown of glory for thee by-and-by. 

Thirdly. Let us consider the reward of Christ : "Wherefore 
God bath highly exalted Him." In the reward of Christ there is 
permanence, universality, and pre-eminence. 

There is permanence. What God does, He does for ever. The 
world's favourite of to-day may go into oblivion to-morrow. But not 
so God's favourites. Exalted by Him, they are exalted for ever. 
Christian ! once exalted in the favour of God, once in heaven, you will 
be enthroned there for ever. God's favour is unchangeable, and with
out end. 

Then there is universality. The name and fame of Christ shall be 
universal; heaven, earth, and hell shall alike own Him "Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." Homage in heaven, material, actual su
premacy on earth, and knowledge in hell,-knowledge that by His 
power they are punished, knowledgEl that He is the Lord. 

And again, there is pre-eminence. No name like Christ's-King 
of kings, and Lord of lords : a name above every name is the 
only fitting title of Christ! 

And thou, too, Christian, aha.It be permanently enthroned in heaven ; 
thou who art content to follow in the footsteps of thy Lord ; thou, 
too, shalt be known universally as one of God's elect, approved ones. 
The world which now scorns thee shall know it-professors who now 
load thee with contempt shall know it-all the devils in hell shall 
know it ; they who now tempt thee shall then know it ; they who 
now often whisper that thou canst not be God's child shall then 
know that thou really art. And all heaven shah know it. All 
heaven-all the assembled hosts of heaven, shall know it, when, 
with a voice which shall ring again through the illimitable vast of 
heaven, it shall be proclaimed, as thou takest thy seat by the side of 
thy exalted Saviour, "Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the 
King delighteth to honour." 

And thou, too, shalt have a pre-eminence. A name shall be given 
thee which is above every name that is known on earth ; a title more 
glorious than can ever be conferred on any mortal on earth-rt new 
name-a title in reserve for the occasion-a title kept concealed from 
thee now, and reserved to be revealed when thou shalt be invested· 
with thy coronation robes. Then, in all the state and pomp of hea
venly magnificence, God himself shall pronounce thy new name, thy 
new title at the sound of which all the most glorious titles of earth
lords ki~gs emperors, shall dwindle in thy esteem into the veriest 
childishnes; and contemptible insignificance. 

June, 1855. 
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T H E A P O S T O L I C S P I R I T. 

BY THE REV, W, P. BALFERN, OF BOW, 

n I knew a man in Christ about fourteen years ago, (\,hether in the body, I cannot tell: 
or whether out of the body. I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caug:1t up to the 
third lleaven."-2 Con.. :xii. 2. 

'fHE above is the language of the great Apostle of the Gentiles, the 
scholar of the third heaven. The weakness and folly of those who 
should lrnve loved and commended him had compelled him to allude 
to himself, and with great modesty be does so in the third person: 
"J knew a man," etc., he says. He who has seen much of Christ will 
seldom care to talk or write much about himself, or even his experi
ence, only so far as it may serve to illustrate the grace of Him who 
is the "chief among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." 

A preacher who wished to he thought very experimental, while 
endeavouring to expound this chapter, declared that it was a sign of 
the degeneracy of the times that few ministers had such visions now 
as the Apostle. "Ah!" said he," where do we hear men using such. 
language now 1" But he forgot that the Apostle says," I knew a. 
man fourteen years ago." He had permitted all these years t,i pas;; 
away without saying anything to these converts about his visi<1u, and 
now it is evident they would not have heard of it from him, Lnt for 
the conduct of the false Judaizing teachers, who came among them 
with great swelling words of vanity, and what they lacked of truth. 
endeavoured to supply by pretence and artifice. The.'} had been 
favoured with visions from the Almighty ! which tokens of God's spe
cial approval had been withheld from the Apostle of the Gentile~ ! Had 
any of them heard him declare that he had been thus privileged 1 Aud 
thus these pious, but, alas ! too credulous aud weak-minded believers, 
were led away by evil and designing men, and brought ultimately to 
doubt whether their spiritual father was indeed an Apostle, because, 
as their pseudo teachers alleged, ho had not harl a vision. This 
cr!lfty insinuation among other things compelled the Apostle, though 
with great reluctance, to speak a little of himself. "I knew a man," 
says he. "If you will have me to speak of myself, if I must, according 
to the dicta of your teachers, have a vision to give authority to my 
teaching, well, then, be it known unto you, 'that I knew a man,' etc. 
If extraordinary manifestations are regarded by you as in<lispensab!CJ 
t? the office I sustain, I am not, you see, deficient in these qualifica
tions. Your present teachers have, doubtless, told you all they know, 
eve~ything which they thought would impress you with an idea of 
their great superiority; but as I had other objects in view, I did not do 
so. It might have been wrong in me, perhaps, but I did not want you to 
see my vision, but my Master. My vision was for my con8olation, my 
Gospel for yours." Here we see at once the different spirit by which 
the two parties were actuated. The false teachers were all bombast, 
pretension, and censoriousness ; the Apostle all meekness, humility, 
and love. False teachers preach beyond themselves, and make no con-
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science of their words; the servants of the Lord preach within them
selves, and seek to have a "thus saith the Lord" for all which thev 
"adYance. The former soon empty their buckets with a noise and a 
splash, and are gone; while the latter remain, their ministrations 
b:oing fed by a living spring. With the Judaizing teachers Christ 
was nothing, themseives everything; with the Apostle, Christ was 
everything, and himself n_othing. Their visions led them to speak of 
themselves, and condemn others ; his to speak of Christ, and condemn 
himsel£ The Apostle had been highly favoured, but he did not 
preach that, but the Lord who had thus distinguished him. His 
visioi_i had cost him a tlwm, and he knew it, and hence he said but 
little about it. The visions of the false teachers had not this accom
p:miment, and hence their origin was declared, and their spirit also, 
which was in accordance therewith. When Christ reveals himself to 
a man, the man so favoured is revealed to himself. When Satan 
brings a dream, it is that the sinner may be hid ; and hence so many 
talk of superior liglit, while it is abundantly evident they are walking 
in the light of their fire, and in the sparks that they have kindled. 

The Apostle did not view his vision as a part of the Gospel, though, 
from the way some talk of their experiences and revelations, we should 
certainly conclude that they would have theirs to be so received. 
They see a little, but they talk so much; they preach more of their 
siglit than of the object they see. The Apostle did not. He would 
not have his experience hide Christ. He knew his bright vision 
would hang as a dark veil between the sinner and the face of Him he 
wished to be seen. It was a bright vision, no doubt, but he knew the 
spirit was not engaged to bless the preaching of it, but Christ. 
Had he preached his vision, he would possibly have been the central 
object in the hearer's eye ; but he had no desire for his labours to 
terminate in the exhibition of himself; and his object was not to 
teach men that he was anything, but that Christ was all. • Does our 
experience bring us to the same conclusion 1 The Apostle did not 
aim to win the approbation of men by visions, but to reach their con
sciences through the truth. He knew that the simple-hearted might 
be entangled by their emotions, and be held for a time through their 
fears ; but these were not his aims. In proportion as men are desti
tute of truth, they seek to lead men captive by something else of their 
own ; and in proportion to their ignorance generally, is their assump
tion of superior attainments. It is a bad sign when public teachers 
endeavour to hold and lead their hearers by their extraordinary 
experiences and pretensions to the possession of something peculiar, 
wonderful, and different to their brethren; when their authority is 
to be traced to ill-concealed egotism, or bald and inflated statements, 
spiritual pride, and mystical interpretations. 

The Apostle's revelations, unlike many of which we are sometiD?-es 
ompelled to hear, left him in possession of the temper of Christ. 

Great discoveries of Christ indeed ever stand connected with 'a tender 
and compassiomtte spirit. Like his Master, this distinguished saint 
and servant of Christ was ever careful not to break the bruised reed, 
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or to quench the smoking :flax. "We were gentle among you," says 
he writing to the Thessalonians, " even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children." Hence, he kept his vision to himself, lest any of his breth
ren being conscious they had not been so favoured, should think their 
religion was vain ; or seeking for one like it, should be ensnared by the 
great adversary, and mistake a dream from beneath for a beatitude 
from above. With the Apostle's vision, then, there was prudence, 
tenderness, and love. What a mercy it would be for the Church if 
all who make pretensions to great revelations were distinguished by 
the same graces! Let us not, theni judge of men by their statement 
of experience, but by the truth which they deliver and the spirit they 
manifest in connection therewith. We do not think them a whit 
more faithful because they may be in the habit of expressing their 
opinions in harsh and dogmatical tones, or that their unwarranted 
assumption proves them to be in the least degree qualified for 
the chair and office of the judge ; and if, while boasting of their 
experience, they are found to be bitter and censorious against their 
brethren, if their light is without humility, their knowledge without 
tenderness, their zeal without love, we may be sure their teaching 
will be very unlike that of the Apostle, though, in the estimation 
of some, they should be deemed extraordinary men. 

THE LORD REIGNETH.• 
WHAT a blessed privilege is this, Christian, that the Lord reigneth !
Under whatever circumstances you may be placed-whether in pros
perity upon your high places, or in adversity in the valley-whether 
all things run like the silver stream its limpid course, or whether at 
every step rough stones impede your feet, and thorny briers entangle 
you in their smarting web-whether, as the world says, "you are well 
to do," because she smiles upon you, or "unfortunate," as that same 
world has it, because you may be destitute of her wealth, mean in her 
ranks, with but a small share of her influence, and without position 
to affect her movements-yet whatever may be the station in which 
your lot may be CMt, how cheering to know the Lord reigneth ! At 
all times, under all circumstances, and in every dispensation of Pro
vi,lence, the great Monarch of earth, sea, sky, and space reigneth in 
all the fulness of His majesty, the infinitude of His wisdom, the pleni
tude of His power, the exuberance of his benevolence, and the great
ness of His glory. 

The Lord reigneth !-a thought glorious enough to awaken creation, 
and to call forth in one sublime and ever-8welling diapason a jubilant 
anthem of adoring praise, The Lord reigneth !-a thought grand 
enough to thrill earth to its centre, and make every molecule of matter 
leave its kindred dust, and join in a dance of conscious happiness. 
The Lord reigneth !-a truth eloquent enough to hew rocks to their 
base, and hurl their proud crests to the plain, that nothing s,we 

* Psalm xcvii. 1. 
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nature's true monarch should have the mien of regality. The Lord 
reigneth !-a fact sublime enough to make ocean still her angry waves 
and no longer nurse desolation on her billows-sublime enough t~ 
change the wild wind's shriek into hymns of praise-sublime enoucrh to 
make every forest an orchestra of song, as the rustling of its ten thou
sand leaves should tell the ecstacy of its intoned praise-sublime 
enough to lift the willow's pensive boughs upward to the sky, where 
join the choral melody of happy birds, who, with fluttering wings and 
.-ocal sonnets, ever lisp their Maker's praise-sublime enough to 
make every flower expand its petals, every fruit tree its blossom, and 
every herb its leaf! 

The Lord reigneth !-thrice hafPY thought! the Monarch of kings 
and emperors is none other than their Maker. Man says that the 
world's Alexanders, and Cresars, and Napoleons have builded their 
cities and founded their empires. What egregious folly ! how shallow 
is man's reasoning, and how short his vision ! The Lord is earth's only 
monarch ; the empire He lteigneth over stretches beyond the bordered 
limits of that o'er which hero or potentate ever ruled, or ever dreamed 
of. " For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof;" and no 
man rules any portion thereof by inherent right. The mightiest of 
earthly kings are but the vassals of the Most High. They are but 
unconsciously working out the counsels of .Jehovab's will; and never 
do they issue a decree, or promulgate a law-whether it is openly to 
further and promote the honour of God, or blasphemously, to oppose 
His religion-but what it fulfils its eternal mission. 

The Lord reigneth !-the Sovereign Omnipotent; His kingdom ex
tends to all existences, all seasons, influences, and circumstances, and 
not a sparrow falls to the ground without His knowledge; not a tear 
that is shed by the penitent sinner falls unnoticed ; nor is there a sigh 
heaved from a real sense of want, or a desire felt, unheard or unper
ceived by Him. Ah! even the very germ of a desire, one that is not 
so much as expressed, because so faint; nor articulated, because so 
feeble; yet if there be but one real desire felt after GoJ, it is no 
sooner felt than it is already emblazoned on the registry of Heaven, 
from which it can never be erased. Rejoice, believer! the Lord 
reigneth-reigneth over earth, sea, and sky, in the armies of heaven, 
and amoncrst the children of men ; reigneth ovei· men, to stay them 
whensoev;r they would frustrate His will ; and reigneth in men, to 
move them whensoever and in whatsoever He wills. He is all in all, 
God blessed for evermore ! The Lord reigneth ! Amen. 

May 9tli, 1855. D. S. 

PEN AND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. 
NO. Vlll.-TBE REV, CHARLES STOVEL, 

Minister of Commercial-street Chapel, (late Prescoli-street,J London. 

IT is not a little interesting to observe I called to labour in the vineyard of 
the great variety of gifts and graces the Lord ; indicating, as they do, tho 
which are possessed by those who are care of the Master in providing for 
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the spiritual wants of His people, pleaaure. Providential circumstances, 
whatever the diversity of their ac- however, occurred about twenty years 
quirements, or the position which ago, which induced him to remove to 
they hold in society. High and low, the Metropolis, and to accept the pas
rich and poor, learned and illiterate, torate of the church assembling in 
are each supplied with religious in- Little Prescott-street, Whitechapel ; 
structors, specially adapted to ·their and it is worthy of remark that the 
se,cral conditions. Uniformity, there- gentleman who prevailed upon the 
fore, among ministers of the Gos~el, Committee of the college to accept 
in any respect, save that of holdmg Mr. Stovel as a student, proved to be 
fast by " the faith once delivered to one of the respected deacons of the 
the saints," ought not to be either place. At that period of, time, the 
looked for or desired; it is enough that locality in which the chapel was situ
each shall be found perfect after his ated sustained a respectable character, 
kind. There are some, however, that but so vast has been the disorderly 
you cannot even classify; they are and profligate population which has 
the oddities of the denominations to spruug up around it of late years, 
which they belong. In some respects that regard for health, and even de
the Rev. Charles Stovel may be said cency, at last made it imperative upon 
to be one of this fraternity; and he the church and congregation to re
must, consequently, be looked upon move to a more salubrious and acces
by himself. It is, however, the al- sible spot; and as the ground upon 
most universal habit of men to judge which the old chapel stood was re
of their fellows by comparison, and quired by the Blackwall Railway 
hence the Committee of Stepney Company, the building bas been sold 
college hesitated to accept young to advantage, and a new place erected 
Stovel as a student for the ministry in an important thoroughfare recently 
when he was first introduced to their opened from Whitechapel to Spital
notice. One gentleman, however, is 

I 
fields. This chapel, which is a sub

said to have made very zealous efforts I stantial, and even elegant structure, 
for his admission; and like most ear- i is nearly finished, and is intended to 
nest men he, nt length, proved sue- I seat o. thousand persons. At the pro
ccssful. Once o.dmitted to that clas9ic i sent time, Mr. Stovel preaches in the 
region, Mr. Stovel devoted himself, school-room adjoining, which have 
with diligence to the acquisition of I been hastily got up for the purposes 
knowledge, which he probably felt to of worship. 
be all the more nccessl\l'y from the It must be regarded as a remark
fact that up to that period his mental able circumstance, that Mr. Stovel 
training had been much neglected. should havo remained in connection 

lu due time the college curriculum with his present ch11rge for so long _a 
was exhausted, and Mr. Stovel left time, seeing that the cha.meter of his 
the Institution to become the pastor ministrations is such as speciolly to 
of_ the church at Swanwick, in Derby- adapt them to n peculiar class of in
sl11l'8, where ho remained for a number tellectual hearers, whom one does not 
of years with acceptance to the people, expect to find in any large numbers 
nnd with comfort to himself; and in the purlieus of the Miuories. His 
found_ an excellent opportunity for congregation, however, has never 
pumung his studies in things Divine, been large; and, at the present time, it 
to greater maturity than he could numbers barely throe hundred persons. 
possibly have done while at college. In the nature of things, Mr. Stovel 
It is probable that to this portion of must always remain the minister of 
his histo1-y Mr. Stovel has had fre- the few. The multitude will never 
quent occasion to revert with grateful , profit by his preaching, which is, in 
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general, far too profound and com- times during the period of discourse. 
prehensive to be appreciated by ordi- From the face of the preacheL' his in
nary minds. It is a rare thing for tellectual character would not neces
you to be able readily to understand sarily be inferred, although, in many 
his meaning; and the occasions are respects, it is a pretty clear index of 
not unfrequent when it may be safely the mind of the man. When in a 
asserted that not a tenth part of the state of repose, a thoughtful sadness 
discourse is comprehended at all by pervades every feature, as if the soul 
the major part of the congregation. were intensely brooding over the 
It is the same with respect to his sorrows of the world, and most acutely 
speeches upon the platform, and is feeling the vanity of all things, below 
largely, no doubt, the result of indis- the sun; but when discoul'Bing of the 
tinct thinking; for it is sometimes redemption that is in Christ-the life 
perfectly evident that he does • not and immortality which the gospel re
himself know what he is driving veals-and the soul-gladdening in8.u
at; and this is the more to be re- ence of the Church's Comforter, a 
gretted, because when he is not soar- pleasing smile, indicative of inex
ing in the clouds or burrowing in the pressible joy, lights up the counte
earth, and you are fortunate enough nance, the spiritual mind seeming 
to perceive what he is about, you are fully to realize the words of the 
sure, if a thinker yourself, to be in- . apostle : " These light afflictions, 
structed and edified in no ordinary ' which are but for a moment, work 
degree. Preaching, with him, is evi- out for us a far more exceeding and 
dently no easy thing, nor a matter of eternal weight of glory." His utter
small importance, but frequently an ance is earnest and vehement, but it 
intense agony both of mind and soul. wants smoothness and finish. His 
One might safely hazard the opinion voice is somewhat hard and unmusi
that, like John Foster, he finds it a cal, and he occasionally raises it to 
real labour at all adequately to ex- far too high a pitch; and his pulpit 
press himself, either by the tongue or action is anything but graceful or 
the pen. The darkness which broods pleasant. His hands are sometimes 
over some of his pulpit effusions, placed upon his back, underneath the 
however, is solely the fault of his tails of his coat; anon one of them is 
style, which, far from being lucid at plunged violently into his trowsers 
any time, occasionally becomes quite pocket, and the other into the pocket 
incomprehensible. of his waistcoast, or is engaged iu 

In personal appear,mce Mr. Stovel twirling the eye-glass with which he 
forcibly reminds you of a Pilgrim reads; and presently both of them 
Father of the sturdy Nonconforming lay hold upon the Bible, which is 
stamp: some fifty years of age, about made to undergo sundry rapid evdu• 
the middle stature, corpulent, short tions, much to th<c1 detriment of :ts 
neck, a moderate sized square head, binding. The peculiar action of the 
in which the most prominent organs preacher, however, is felt to be not 
you would pronounce to be (if a be- altogether out of keeping with his 
liever in phrenology) the cautious, rugged and involved style of address, 
the secretive, the combative, and the to which, indeed, it is indebted for 
firm; and surmounted with a plenti- much of its vigour and force. No 
ful crop of gray hair, which is rarely one would pronounce him to be a 
to be seen in any other than a very ladies' preacher: there is an utter Jack 
disorderly state, occasioned by the of finery about the man; mere pretty 
habit-frequent among extcmporary things, which have no relation to great 
preachers - of running the fingers and eternal truths, seem to havo uo 
through it, in all directions, many sort of charm for him. It may be 
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euppoeed, however, that those very 
qualities which would probably render 
the preacher unacceptable with some 
congregations, have served to- unite 
him the more with his present charge. 
With his roughness of manner, and 
1mtidiness of dress, he seems not to 
aspire to be, socially, anywise above 
the meanest of his flock. And it may 
be confidently asserted that Mr. Stovel 
does not in fact-as it is notorious 
that a large number of ministers do, 
especially in London-seek to ingra
tiate himself with the well-to-do of 
his Church, to the neglect of the poorer 
members ; for he may be found much 
llftener in the hovels and garrets of 
the sick and sorrowful, than in the 
abodes of ease and plenty. The matter 
of Bible Classes for the young, more
over, has al ways been well attended 
to by Mr. Stovel; and thus he has, 
doubtless, to a considerable extent, 
in the course of a pastorate extending 
over nearly a quarter of a century, 
been enabled to train up a congrega
tion to his own habits of thought, and 
so to have placed them in a position 
to profit, more largely than they could 
otherwise have done, by his public 
ministrations. Mr. Stovel is a sound 
scholar, well Pead in the classics ; is 
a profound mathematician ; and, as 
most of his sermons indicate, has 
been a diligent student of Natural 
History. 

It is deeply to be regretted that a 
man of so much natural o.nd acquired 
ability should not have succeeded in 
~n~ryin~ into practice the Apostolic 
lDJunct10n, "Be courteous." How 
frequently it happens that hnrsh 
wor~s mar the good which men might 
do in the world. This may be said 
to be pre-eminently the case with Mr. 
Stovel, who seems to regard every 
str~nger as having some mercenary 
d~s1gn upon him; and, accordingly, 
with ~ repulsive look, and a rough 
behaviour, he keeps him at bay till 
he has ml\de sure of his own Bafety. 
Iu the eyes of the law every man ,is 

innocent till, in a court of justice, he 
is pronounced guilty; but in the eyes 
of Mr. [Stovel, it would seem, that 
every man is a rogue until he shall 
prove himself to be worthy of confi
dence; and the consequence, doubt
less, is that he has suffered both in 
the number and quality of his friends. 
It may be, however, that some of the 
people with whom Mr. Stovel has had 
to do in life are more to be blamed for 
this offensive peculiarity than he is 
himself. There are some deacons who 
would spoil the temper of the best of 
ministers by the way in which they 
habitually act towards them in refer
ence to monetary matters. ',Ve have 
known cases not a few in which it has 
seemed to be the malignant delight of 
those who managed the secular affairs 
of the Chlll"ch, never to let the minis
ster get his quarter's salary without 
his feelings being wounded and his 
heart made sore, by the utterance of 
some ungracious and perhaps unjust 
observation. Such things ought not 
so to be; happily, except in compara
tively small fellowship, where the few 
rule, they cannot occur. It is not, 
however, in all cases that ministers 
can in any wise throw the blame of 
their angularities of temper upon the 
shoulders of their deacons. 

In the ropublic of letters, Mr. 
Stovel is known RB the author of 
"Baptismal Reconciliation," in an
swer to Doctors Halley o.nd Wardlaw; 
"Hints on the Regulation of Chris
tian Churches ;" " Pastoral Appeals 
on Conversion ;" "Puseyism, or the 
Baptismal Regeneration Considered;" 
and also of the compI'ehensive and 
deeply interesting "Essay on the Life 
and Works of John Ca.one," prefixed 
to a volume of his works published 
by the Hansard Knollys Society. 

With respect to the social habits 
of the subject of this sketch, it may 
be sufficient to say in a word, that 
he h33 never been married, nn<l is = 
inveterate smoker, although a rigid 
teetotnler. 
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WHY DO WE NOT, AS A DENOMINATION, MAKE MUCH 
GREATER PROGRESS1 

To tlie Edito1· of the " BAPTIST MESSENGER," 

DEAR Srn,-May I, through your the most wicked crucifixion of his 
pages, offer a friendly word to British risen and exalted Lord, "Repent, and 
Baptists ou this important inquiry l be baptized, every oue of you, in the, 
It is indeed delightful to kno,v that, name of Jesus Christ, for the remis
through the Di,·iue goodness, we are sion of your sins," etc., and three
not left altogether without increase thousand of the nssembly, under the 
iu the great majority of our churches; Spirit's gracious influence, gladly em
but why is not our increase as a deuo- bracing his instruction, were imme
inination very considerably greater 1 diately baptized in the face of the 
Is it not principally to be attributed to most bitter· persecution, to death 
the diS3.o<7Teement of the great majority itself, from the Jewish rulers, and 
of Christian professors with the in- their own ungodly near relations, 
structions and examples set before us Acts ii. 37, etc. And when he saw 
in the New Testament by the Holy that the Holy Spirit was given to his 
Spirit, and the preference that is Gentile· hearers at Caisarea, he did 
given to instructions from a very dif- not say, "Can any forbid them to be 
ferent quarter l Surely, a very little admitted r.ithout further ceremony 
consideration might be sufficient to to our Christian fellowship 1" but 
convince us that this is indeed the "Can auy man forbid water, that these 
undeniable fact. Let us briefly notice should not be baptized 1" etc., "aud 
what is the Divine testimony. he commanded them to be baptized 

John the Baptist, as Cln·ist's di- in the name of the Lord," Acts x. 
vinely commissioned forerunner, ini- 47, 48. 
tiated his professedly repentant and The Samaritans, also, and the 
believing hearers as subjects of the Ethiopian officer, when they had 
new heavenly kingdom, by baptiziug received the gospel, were all baptized 
them where there was a sufficient by Philip, to signify their initiation 
body of water, l\fork i. 5 ; John iii. 23. into Christ's acknowledged kingclom, 
Jesus was also himself baptized, as Acts viii. 12, etc.; and when Ana
our example in the fulfilment of all nias, by Christ's direction, visited Saul 
righteousness, before he entered upon at Damascus, he instructed him to be 
his public ministry; and immediately immediately baµtized, Ch. xxii. 16 ;. 
upon his leaving the water he was and when Lydia, and the Jailor, and 
acknowledged from heaven as the Son their households, embraced the Apos-· 
of God, and was anointed to his king- tie's doctrine, they wero all baptized 
dom by the Holy Spirit, Matt. iii. 13, forthwith, Ch. xvi. 14, etc.; aud al
etc.; and during his personal ministry, though Paul testified to the Corinth
his acknowledged disciples were ini- ians that he was "not sent to baptize, 
tiated by baptism, John iii. 22, 26; but to preach the gospel," it is most 
iv. 1, 2; and in his commission to evident that he could not intend to be 
his apostles, which is to be in force to understood absolutely, but compara
the end of the world, he has enjoined tively only, for he acknowledged to the 
baptism upon hie disciples universally, personal baptism of Crisp us, Gnius, 
to signify their allegiance to himself, etc. ; and the Church he instituted at 
and their devotion to his Holy Father Corinth was composed of disciples 
and the Holy Spirit, Matt. xxviii. 18- who" having believed, were baptized," 
20; Mark xvi. 15, 16. Hence Peter, at 1 Cor. i. 13, etc.; Acts xviii. 8. He· 
the Pentecost, said to the unconverted also instructed the Galatians that by 
multitude who had been united in being baptized into Christ they hacl 
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assumed Christ's livery, o.nd were his I Protestants ! and even among our
servauts, Gal. iii. 27; and he set forth selves, the opinion is now becoming 
to the Romans o.nd the Co!ossians, general, that it id neither necessary 
the signification of the ordinance, and nor suitable to imitate the Apostles 
the obligation it brought them under I in requiring baptism to precede 
to universal holiness, Rom. vi. 3, etc.; ' Church Communion ! and I nm not 
Col. ii. 12, etc. : sure that some amongst us would not 

Such is . th~ pattern set before us ; be inclined to hail an expurgated 
for our believmg regard by the Holy I New Testament, after the fashion of 
Spirit in the New Testament, which, Rome, that should sink entirely all. 
is to be the rule of our judgment by mention of baptism ! But, though 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself in our in comparison with repentance towards 
appearance before him, Rom. xiv. God, and faith for salvation in the 
9-12; Rev. xxii. 18-20. Scarcely, Lord Jesus Christ, or where these 
however, were the Apostles removed are wanting, baptism is nothing, we 
from the world, before the mystery of ought surely to hold fast to the Scrip· 
iniquity discovered itself, among other tures; nor do I at all question that 
things, by the corruption of baptism, I in the Millennium, when the Holy 
firstinitssubjectsand then in its mode, Spirit shall be again communicated, 
of administration; and notwithstand• : as at the Pentecost, the ordinance of. 
ing all the reformation that has been baptism, and all Christ's other ap• 
happily accomplished from Popery, poiutments, will be restored univer
this almost first-born of the man of sin sally, according to their original iusti
is still cherished most pertinaciously, tution. The Lord; grant this blessed 
and is now fathered upon Christ time may indeed speedily arrive !. 
himself by the great body of really \ Amen. SEMPER IDEM. 
serious, as well as merely nominal 

POETRY. 

THE PENITENT'S CONFESSION. 

SAVIOUR, on Thy loYe relying, I Saviour, wilt Thou now receive llle, 
I will all my heart disclose; 

1 
Take this poor nnd broken heart,-

Thou wilt listen to my crying, From this deep remorse relieve me, 
Hear my wnnts, and heal my woes. Ease my conscience from the smart 1· 

Thou hast call'd me• oh! how often Yet thy words my soul receiving, 
I have heard Thy 'roving voice ! " Fill with_ hope my anxi~us_ breast; 

Ye~ this heart refused to soften . Be not faithless, but behevrng; 
To the world I gave my choic~. Come to Me,-I'll give you rest; 

Lingering near me, still porsuading, 
Speaking with the morning light,

Whisp'ring in the twilight's shading, 
Louder calling in the night; 

Saviour, thus Thy love I.ins met me, 
Wandering in the ways of sin; 

And I'd wander'd, hadst Thou let me, 
Till my soul had ruin'd been. 

Moved at length by love so tender, 
Lord, I now Thy pardon crave

Make to Thee a full surrender, 
All I am, and all I have. 

" Take my easy yoke, and wear it; 
Take my bm·den-it is light; 

Tako my _cross, and with Me share it;. 
Make my service your delight." 

Art Thou pleading tliu3, my Saviour1 
Oh ! I will, I do return; 

Pardon all my past behaviour, 
• Of Thy Spirit let me learn. 

Let me tread tho way to glory, 
Help'd by Thee, aud helping some, 

Telling all my friends the story, 
What for me the Lord hath done. 

FREDEll!CK Bnowl!. 
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LITERARY NOTICES. 
A Lett-er to Dr. Cumnrin_q on Presbyterianism 

and Prophecy. London : J. Manchee. 
WE have a decided antipathy to the cant and 
cuckooism of that class of profesSing Chris
tians known by the now rejected name of 
'' P1ymouth:Brethren," who, to the bitterness 
and exclusiveness of the bigot, unite the as
sumption to superior piety of the Pharisee; 
,vith loving and humble phrase ever on their 
lip, pride and war is in their heart, and discord 
and division in their path; who, by their 
voluntary isolation from the great body of 
Christiaos in the world, are incurring the 
guilt and fearful consequences of schism, 
against which the Apostle most affectionately 
and solemnly warns the members of Christ's 
mystical body,and if the testimony of one of 
their own speaking brethren (for they vir
tually have their ministers, and well paid 
too are some of them) is to be relied upon, 
from whose lips we received it, the "bre
thren" have become more unspiritual and 
worldly than any other class of professors, 
and verily, from personal observation, we 
believe this witness is true. With regard to 
the above tract, we can only say that it par
takes largely of !he faults of the party to 
whom these remarks apply. 

TIie Cause of God and Truth. In Four Parts; 
with a Vindication of Part IV. By JoHN 
GILL, D. D. Royal Bvo, pp. 328. Lon
don: W. H. Collingridge. 

ANOTHER volume issued from the Bonma
hon Industrial Printing School, County of 
Waterford, Ireland, under the superinten~
ence of the Rev. D. A. Doudeney, Curate 
of the Parish. Th.is work, which contains 
the result of a vast amount of study and of 
learned and laborious investigation of the 
writings of the early fathers on the Calvinistic 
and Arm.inian Controversy (originally in four 
Svo volumes), as the preface states, was pub-

lished at a time when the nation waa 
alarmed with the growth of Popery. Its 
republication at the present time is, there
fore, most seasonable. Th~ learned Doc
tor has herein laid the axe at the very root 
of the tree-Anninianism and Pelagianisrn. 
-the very life and soul of Popery. In this 
new edition some alterations and emenda
tions have been made, and altogether it is 
published marvellously cheap, at siz ahil
lings. 
Fourteen!/, Report of the Directors of the 

United Kin_9dom Temperance and Generat 
ProtJident Jnstieuaon. London: I, Ade
laide-place, London-bridge. 

THE Temperance Provident Institute has 
done more during its term of e1:istence to 
prove the connection between sober habits, 
sound health, and prolonged existence, than 
any other institution of the same character. 
The great numbers assured and the large 
patronage this Society enjoys, deserves at
tention. Indeed Life and Fire Assurance 
Societies must become more common, and 
their value more generally appreciated, and 
then much of human misery will be miti
gated. We this month publish an Adver
tisement of the Temperance Provident In
stitute, and would most strongly recommend 
the perusal of this its Fourteenth Annual 
Report. 
Christ alone Exalted. The last six Sermons 

preached in ·Gower-street Chapel, London. 
By Mr. A. T1tIGGs, Minister of the Gospel, 
Trinity Chapel, Plymouth. London: W. 
H. Collingridge. 12mo, pp. 15. 

LIKE all the published discourses of Mr. 
Arthur Triggs, this little volume contains 
much that is truly excellent, clothed in the 
technical phraseology of a transcendental 
spiritualism, but given forth without the 
slightest regard to method. or consecutive
ness in its arra.n gem en t. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
ANNIVERSARY TO BE HOLDEN. 

Blunham, Beds.-At the Old Meeting-house, 
tbe Rev. C. Elven, of Bury St. Edmundo, 
will preach two sennons, in the afternoon 
and evening of Tuesday, July 3rd. Col
lections will be made after each service. 
A public tea will be provided at a mode
rate charge. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 
1Vainsgate.-The Rev. John Bamber, from 

Hunolet. 
Islington, Cross-street.-The Rev. A. Tho

mas, of Charlotte ChapeJ, Edinburgh, has 
accepted a cordial invitation to the pas~ 
toratc. 

Leeds, South Parade.-The Rev. Clement 
Bailhache, late of Stepney College, has 
accepted the invitation to the pastorate of 
the Baptlst Church in tliis place. 

Hailsham, Sussea:.-The Rev. C. Slim, from 
Maidstone. Mr. Slim enters upon his 
labours July 8th. 

E.xeler, Bart!tolomew-street.-Thc Rev. E. H, 
Tuckett, of Kingsbridge, has accepted a1 

unanimous invitation to the pastorate. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
Hook Norton, O.xon.-The following services, 

in connertion with the recognition of the 
Rev. W. Maizey, as pastor of the Baplist 
Church, were heh\ on May 20th. Two 
sermons were preached by the Rev. J. 
Branch, of London. On the following 
evening, the Rev. J. Smith, of Chelte~
ham, preached. On May 22nd a publlc 
prayer.meeting was held; and at half- pn6t 

ten o'clock the pastor was atfectiono.tely 
addressed by Mr. Uranch. In the aft_er
noon a 1mblic meeting wns held, at which 
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addresses were delivered by the Revs. J. 
Crickett, of Adderley; T. Bumpas, Strat
ford-on-Avon; G. Robson, Shipton-on
Stour; J. Morris, Chipping Norton; -
Bury, Long Compton; - Moore, Strat
ford-on-Avon; and - Warmington, of 
Evesham : after which, 300 persons par
took of tea together; and in the evening, 
tbe Rev. J. Smith preached to the church 
and congregation. The services through
out the day were most numerously at
tended, 

PRESENTATION SERVICE. 
Brixham, Devon.-On May 30th, a social 

tea-meeting was held by the members of 
the Baptist Church, to commemorate the 
eighth anniversary of the pastorate of the 
Rev. Mr. Saunders, when a portrait of 
their pastor, handsomely framed, was pre
sented to him, as a testimonial of their 
esteem; Mr. J. Smith, the senior deacon, 
representing the members of the church 
on the occasion. 

ASSOCIATION SERVICES, 
Brighton, Salem Chapel.-On June 5th and 

6th, the Kent ;md Sussex Association of 
Baptist Churches met for conference here. 
The annual sermons were preached by Mr. 
Thos. \Vall, of Rye, and Mr. J. Saxby, of 
Crow borough (the latter gentleman offici
ated for Mr. C. Slim, of Maidstone, who 
was prevented by indisposition). Messrs. 
Grigg, of Dorman's Land, and Mountford, 
of Sevenoaks, also addressed the assembly. 
Mr. George Isaac, the minister of the cha
pel1 with Messrs. Atkinson, of Brighton, 
Anderson, of Portslade, and Aldiss, of 
Somers-town, with other ministering bre
thren, conducted the devotional exercises. 
The moderator, Mr. Lingley, of Meophe.m, 
read a valuable paper on the ' 1 .A tone
ment," which was adopted and ordered 
to be printed, as the circular letter of the 
Association. This Association comprises 
11392 members, connected with eighteen 
churches, seven of which are without 
11astors. During the past twelve months, 
G7 havo been added by baptism and pro
fession of faith. 

OPENING OF CHAPELS. 
Houyhlo11 Regis, Beds.-On Mny 27th, the 

Baptist Chapel in this place, after repairs 
nnd enlargement, was re-opened. The Rev. 
J. W. Lance (the former pastor) preached 
to large and attentive audiences, in the 
'Dlorning from Rom. xii. 1, and in the 
evening from Heb. xil. 28; and again, on 
the following Wednesday afternoon, after 
Prayer by the Rev. J. AndrewY, ofWoburn, 
from John ii. 21; after which about 200 
persons partook of tea refreshments. A 
public meeting was held, addressed by the 
pa:,tor, the Rev. J. Lewis, and by the 
Ren. J. Andrews, of \Voburn; D. Gould 
and J. Robertson, of Dunstable; J. Har
cuurt, of Luton; ,and J. \\r. Lo.nee, of 

Brentford. The meeting was closed with 
prayer by lhe Rev. J. Lyon, of Dunstable. 
Subscriptions, etc., amounted to upwards 
of 1001. 

London, Church-1/reet, Blackfriars. - On 
May 24, this commodious place of worship 
was re-opened for Divine worship, after 
repairs; on which occasion the Rev. \V. 
Brock preached, and on the following 
Lord's day, the Rev. J. Branch twice, 
af~e~ so~e weeks' suspension from his 
ministrations, through ill-health. 

London, New Park-street Chapel, formerly 
the scene of the ministerial labours of the 
late Dr. Rippon, Dr. Angus, of Stepney 
College, the Rev. J. Smith, now of Chel
tenham, and \V. Walters, of Halifax, and 
which has now obtained a still greater 
celebrity, tbrougl1 the extraordinary popu
larity of the present pastor, the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon, ,vas re-opened, after extensive 
enlargement, on May 31st. The Rev. J. 
Sherman, late of Surrey Chapel, preached 
in the morning, and the Rev. C. H. SpUI
geon in the evening; since which, hun
dreds are obliged to go away, not being 
able to obtain admission. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
Pontypool.-The Forty-eighth Annual Meet

ings of the Baptist College were held, Mar 
23rd and 24th. After the examination of 
the students, in theology by the Rev. T. 
Price, of Aberdare, and in classics by the 
Rev, J. E. Butterworth, A.M., of Aber
gavenny, a. ,velsh senrice was held in 
Crane-street Chapel, on the evening of 
May 23rd, when Mr. Lewis Lewis read an 
essay on the Jews, and a. sermon was 
preached by the Rev. W. Thomas, of 
Pisgah. On the followin~ morning, the 
Rev. D. Rees commenced the English 
service i Mr. E. Jenkins, a student, read 
an essay on Miracles; lhe Rev. Mr. Aitche
son, of Newport, preached, in the absence 
of the Rev, J. H. Hinton. There ore six
teen students in the College; the admis
'sion of nine applicants, we regret to say, 
has been deferred for want of funds. In 
the evening, a public meeting of subscri
bers and friends was held, presided over 
by W. W. Phillips, Esq. 

]Jatclt, 11ear Tcumton.-May 2Blh, a. public 
meeting of the members of the Ba.vtist 
church and congregation was held, to cele
brate the completion of a residence for 
their minister. About 120 persons partook 
of tea refreshments, after which, addresses 
were delivered by the chairman, S. D. 
Hine, Esq., and lhe Revs. Messrs. Chap
ple, or Isle Abbott's; Green, of Taunton; 
Mead, late of Truro; Ross, of Broadway 
(Ind.); and Hallett, of Illind Moor. The 
members have resolved to prtsent their 
pastor, the Rev. S. Teall, with some 
suitable token of their gratitude for his 
devotedness in promoting the interests of 
the church. 
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BAPTISMS. I Isle A bbolls, Somerset, May 61h.-Thrce by 
Aber.<11cl,an (English Baptist), April 29th.- Mr. Chapple. . 

se,·Em bv Mr. Prke. Kerry, lllontgomer.llslure, May 6th.-Two. 
Ar,1esb11, Leicestershir,•, May_6th.-Seven by Llanelly, Zion Chapel, May 13th,-Elevcn 

Mr. Shem Evan,. by Mr. Morgan. 
,Danwld.sil'ick, rorks., June 3rd.-Four by Lla11idloe.f, June 10.-T"-'O by l\fr. Evans. 

l\lr. Bennett. London, Elden-street (Welsh), April 29th.-
Breachwood-,qrcen, Herts, l\fay 6th.-Six. by After a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Pritchartl, 

Mr. Parkins. of J,langollen, three by Mr. \Villiams. 
Birmin9ham,Cr11111011-street, }lay Gth.-Four- ---, ~faz.e Pond, May 28th.-Six by 

teen bv Mr. Swan. Mr. Aldu. 
----· - lleneagc-street, May Gth. _ ---, Bloomsbury Chapel, :May 2S.-Two 

Eleven by :II r. Taylor. by Mr. Brock. 
B,-abournt',· Ke11t, April 22nd.-Two by Mr. ----, New Park-street, June ~Sth.-

Bottomley. Twenty-four by l\fr. Spurgeon. . 
Br~.f:~l'\rfn"/~':~er.'llip, May 6th.-Fifteen by 1 -L-y-11-1

-/ J;:;~i.ty-street, April 29th.-Threc 

BtttJoell, Cambs., }\'fay 6th.-Eight by Mr. C. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, May 2ncl.-Scven by 
Smith. Mr. Pottenger. 

Cheltenham, Cnmbray Chapel, ?'ifay 20th.- Nottingham, Stone11-st-reet, May Gth.-After 
Fi,·e, after a sermon by Mr. Smith from an address by the Rev. J. \Vallis, seven 
Rom. xii. I. It being the first baptism in by _Mr. \V. Hill, missionary to Orissa. 
tbe new chapel, it was crowded in every Pattisltall and Eastcole, Nottliampto_nshire, 
part. May 13th.-Two by Mr. Chambe_rlam. 

Chelmondeslou. Suffolk. June 3rd.-Four in Sabden, Lauc!lshire, May 6tb.-S1x by Mr. 
the river OrwelJ hy Mr. Carpenter, in the ~Vebb, of Ltverpool. 
presence of crowds of attentive spectators. Slnpton, Yorks., l\lay 28th.-One by Mr. R. 

Chipping, Sadbury, ?t{av 6tll.-Tbree by Mr. Drown, or Horton College. 
Rolleston. • Sutton-at-Rone, June 27Lh.-Two by Mr. Ne-

-Cotienham, Cambs.-On Wednesday, June vill~. . 
Gt11 an interestin" and solemn service was Warrington, June 3rd.-Three by Mr. Smith. 
held on the bank; of the Old West River, W~ndover, Duck~, April 29th.-Tbree. _ 
near Cottenham

1 
Cambs., wben the ordi- Wirkswortli, Apnl 22nd.-Four by Mr. 1 ates. 

uance of believers' baptism was adminis- DEATHS. 
tered to seventeen persons, on a proression Twelvetrees, Rosa, daughter of th~ late Mr. 
or faith in Christi ten being from the mi- W. Twelvetrees, May 22nd, at Biggles-
nistry of Mr. ?11'. \V. Flanders, and seven wade, Beds., aged 24. 
from that of Wilkins, all of Cottenham. Lewis, Rev. J., Baplist minister, formerly 
The address was given by Mr. Corbitt, to a of Chepstow, on Mav 29Lh, at Park-hill, 
large concourse of attentive spectators. Bowlash, GloucesterShire, a~ed 71. 

Earby, Yorks., June 3rd.-Four by Mr. J.M. Waller, Alice, relict of the late E. Waller, 
Ryland. Esq. 1 June 7th, at Luton, aged 71. 

.Folkstone, J(ent, April 25th.-Two by the Morgan, Rev. J., June 7th, near Hlaenffoei-,, 
pastor. Pemb'rokeshire, aged 63. Mr. 1\1. l1nd 

Hadte;gh Heath, Suffolk, May 27th.-Two been nearly fifty years pastor of the 
by Mr. Matthews. churches there and at Cylvowyr. 

Ha/;Jax ( Trinity-road), April 29111,-Eii;ht Usher, Eliza, the beloved wife of Mr. H. 
lJy Mr. Walters. Usher, at Sandy Beds, June 8th, a:;ed ~:J. 

llorsforf!t, Zion Chapel, May Gth.-Six by Stanger, Mr. John, sen. 1 at ScrulJles l•'arm, 
Mr. Jackson. the residence of hls son, near Mnidstone, 

llull,George-Rlreet, April26.-Mr. J. M'Pher- May 7th, aged 79. 
son, fonnerly pa!--lOr of Salthour-lane, bap- Bakewell, Mary, the beloved wife of Mr. 
tized his son, after delivering to him a R. 0. Bakewell, at Dridgwater, June Sth, 
very solemn and suitable address. aged 26 years. 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ContributionR- have been received from the Revs. J. Smith, Cheltenham i C. H. Spurgeon, 

London i ,v. P. Balfern, Bow i J. H. Hall, Hay, Breconshire; C. Slim, Maidstone; 
J. Dailey, Bewdley; D. Bailey, Broadlanes; \V. Abbott, Blunham, Beds.; R. Abbott, 
Over, Cambs.; J. Flory, Somersham; C. CatpC'ntcr. Chelmondeston: and from Messrs. 
Frederick Drown, Manor-hou~e, Hackney; R. Edwards) Llanidloes; J. Closs, Ber
mond6ey; J. Sneei;by, Wilburton, Caml>s. i R. Brooks, Shipton i J. Hall, Warri11gton; 
Semper Idem; D.S.; and J.C. ___ _ 

. . ' BY THE NEW POSTAL REGULATIONS, _ 
Six Copies or the BAPTIST MEsse:-.GJ•:11 can be posted to any part of the United Kingdom, ~ 
for one poEtage stamp i Twelve Copfoi; for two stamps; Twenty-four Cupies for four 
stamps, 
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LITERARY NOTICE. 

lIR. SPURGEON AT EXETER HALL. 
The Whole of tlte ,Sermom preaclted on Lord's-day Noniings at Exeter 

JI all; 1oith tli.e Prayer8 and Ex-positions of tlli! uut Lord's JJay Jlorn,
i11!] and Evening. By the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON, Minister of New 
Park-street. In One Volume, Svo, price 2s. 6d. London: Alabaster 
nod Passmore, Wilson-street, Finsbury-square; and J. Paul, 1, Ohap
terhouse-court, Paternoster-row. 

THE reo.ders of tbo BAPTIST MEssENOEB, and almost the entire religious 
public, have beard of the monster gnthcrings at Exeter Holl, on the mornings 
1LDd evenings of the Lord's d11y, for several months pa.et, during the enl11rge
roent of New Park-street Chapol. We h11ve the pleasure of pro3Senting to our 
numerous subscribers an engraving of tho Hllll as it then 11ppeBred. • The 
morning sermons preached by Mr. Spurgeon, ~ gi.ven in the above volume in 
cxteJ1so, from the short-hand notes of nu eminent reporter; nnd as thoy have 
been rerised for the press by Mr. Spurgeon himself, their authonticity may 
be fully relied upon, on which account, although, ns wo nro informed, he is 
in no respect pecuniarily interested in their publication, Mr. Spurgeon must 
be considered as holding himself responsible for the sentimental thoroin con
tainod. The volume will thereforo go fur towards ennbling nil persons into 
whose hands it may como, to form= opinion of tho sentiments and style of 
tlte youthful pnstor of New Pnrk-street Chapel 

Although tho printed sermons nre faithful ti:11.necripts 0£ those delivered 
from the pl11tform of Exeter Hnll, yot they may, to some extent, disappoint 
those who were forl;uunte onough to hear them os thoy fell ft-om the 
preacher's lips. Eve~body knows that there is n power in the human 
voice spenking to audiences, so exciting os must hiwe been the vast con
course of pcrsoll.!! who, for so many Sabbaths thronged the gre11t Holl to 
orerflowing, that onnnot be roollzed in the printed page. The most olo
quont sermon, if it be token down word for word ns delivered, when rend 
•olitru-ily will nppenr very different, so th11t we may bo almost ready to think 
1t cannot be the so.me sormon to which we listened with so much ple11Suro. 

With all these disadvnntnges, the present volumo will, we think, be favour
ably received by n large number of Christian reCLdors. There is in these 
sermons so much of sound doctrine which cannot be gainsnyed-evangellcnl 
Sllvour, epirltunl experience, nod sacred fervour, together with earnest, prnc
hcal nppcnls to ~he heart, tbnt will CDuse them to be most cordially 
welcomed by vnst numbers of almost evory cln.ss of professing Christi1LDe, who 
love the truth ns it is in Jesna. To ennblo a. lnrge number of persous who 
might not otherwise ho.vo ho.d their nttootion dircctotl to this interesting 
col)cction of sermons, we purpose giving n series of extracts from them, 
w_Lich will, wo doubt not, induce mnny to nvnll themeolvoo of the opportu
nity of becoming possessed of these first ripe fruits of ;\lr. Spurgeon ·a 
Pulpit olforui. 

\. • We beg to direct tho o.ltentlon of the readen: oftlle DAP
0

ruT ME.uESnEA to CLn ndver
is
1
emcnt which nppcnre1l on lhe wro.pper of the July Number, or n s1,lendld llthos;rnphic 

pr nt of Mr. Spurgeon 111 Exeter Hall. The size or tbe print is 21 lnclies by 18. It is not 
"~1Y •0 excellent 1>lcluro or llal, fnmous p!nce or phllanlhroplc congress. but it is nlso well 

f
a upterl to.keep in remembrance rh~ intere9ling clrcumstnnco which lt so fnlthfully 

Urtroys, 
VOL. III. D 
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We have it not in our hearts to criticise that which, on the whole, is 60 
very excellent, and which, too, was meant only to benefit the souls of our 
fellow-immortals; else it ,vould be very easy to discover and to direct atten
tion to faults both as to £tyle and taste. That they should exist to 
any extent is a great pity, as it is very evident if these defects were 
regarded by Mr. Spurgeon as matters of very great importance, he has only 
to exercise his own better judgment, to render his discourses worthy the 
popularity he has so suddenly, and, we think, also most justly acquired. 

We understand he has entered into an engagement with a publishing house 
of high respectability, to prepare for. publication a volume of Sermons, for 
the copyright of which, rumour states, he is to receive a very extraordinary 
sum. Let Mr. Spurgeon follow his own intuitions, under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit, and he will speedily falsify the uncharitable predictions 
of envious and prejudiced critics; as thus, from a sacred afflatus, and the 
promptings of his own genius, he will not fail to take his place in the 
foremost rank of pulpit orators. May God long preserve him to the church, 
and enable him to continue such utterances as those which are given forth 
in the Exeter Hall sermons. 

The First Sermon is from 1 Cor. i. 23, 24: "But·we preach Christ cruci
fied," etc.; from which we give the exordium : 

THE WISDOM OF THE WORLD NONPLUSSED. 
What contempt hath God poured upon the wisdom of this world ! How bath 

He brought it to nought, and made it appear as nothing. He has allowed it to 
work out its own conclusions, and prove its own folly. • Men boasted that they 
were wise; they said that they could find· out God to perfection; and in order 
that their folly might be refuted once and for ever, God gave them the opportu
nity of so doing. He eaid, "Worldly wisdom, I will try thee. Thou sayest that 
thou art mighty, that thine intellect is vast and comprehensive, that thine eye is 
keen, that thou canst find all secrets: now, behold, I try thee ; I give thee one 
great problem to solve. Here is the unive1·se: stars make its canopy, fields and 
flowers adom it, and the floods roll o'er its surface; my name is written therein; 
the invisible things of God may be clearly·secn in the things which are made." 
"Philosophy, I give thee this problem-find me out. Here are my works-find 
rue out. Discover in the wond1·ous world which I have made, the way to wor• 
ship me acceptably. I give thee space enough to do it-there are data enough. 
Behold the clouds, the earth, and -the ·stars. I give thee time enough; I will 
give thee four thousand years, and I will not interfere; but thou shalt do ns thon 
wilt with thine own world. I will give thee men enough; for I will make great 
minds and vast, whom thou shalt call lorcls of earth: thou shalt have orators, 
thou shalt have philosophers. Find me out, 0 reason ; find me out, 0 wis,lom; 
find me out, if thou canst; find me out unto perfection; and if thou can_st not, 
then shut thy mouth for ever, and then will I teach thee thnt the wisdom of God 
is wiser than the wisdom of man ; yea, that the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men." And how did the wisdom of' man work out the problem? how did wisdom 
perform her feat? Look upon the heathen nations; th·cre you see the result of 
wisdom's researches. ·In the time of Jesus Christ you might have beheld the 
earth covered with the slime of pollution, a Sodom on n large scale, corrupt, 
filthy, depraved, indulging in vices which we dare not mention, revelling in lu•j 
too abominable even for our imagination to dwell upon for a moment. ,ye fin 
the men prostrating themselves before blocks of wood and stone, adoring ten 
thousand gods more vicious than themselves. We find, in fact, thnt reason 
wrote out her lines with a finger covered with blood nnd filth, nnd thnt she for 
ever cut herself out from all her glory by the ,·ile deeds she did. 'Sho•woulcl not 
worship God. She would not bow down to Him who is'' clearly seen," lm! she
worshipped any creature; the reptile that crawled; the crocodile, the- v,perl 
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everything might be a god, but not, forsooth, the God of heaven. Vice might 
be made into s. ceremony, the greatest crime might be exalted into a religion; 
but true worship she knew nothing of. Poor reason! poor wisdom ! how art 
thou fallen from heaven ; like Lucifer, thou son of the morning ! thou art lost; 
thou hast w1·itten out thy conclusion, but a conclusion of consummate folly. 
" After that in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
leased God by the.foolishness of preaching to sau, them that believe." 

p Wisdom had had its time, and time enough; it had done its all, and that was 
little enough; it had made the world worse than it was before it stepped upon it; 
and" Now," says God, "foolishness shall overcome wisdom; now ignorance, as 
ye call it, shall sweep away science; now (saith God) humble, child-like faith 
shall crumble to the dust all colossal systems your hands have piled." He calls 
his ,,arriors. Christ puts His trumpet to His mouth, and up come the warriors 
clad in fishermen's garb, with the brogue of the lake of Galilee-poor hum blc 
mariners. Here are the warriors, 0 wisdom, that are to confound thee ; these 
are the heroes who shall overcome thy proud philosophers; these men arc to 
plant their standard upon thy ruined walls, and bid them fall for ever; these 
men and their successors are to exalt a Gospel in the world which ye may laugh 
at as absurd, which ye may sneer at as folly, but which shall be exalted above 
the hills, and shall be glorious even to 'the highest heavens. Since that day God 
has always raiged up successors of the apostles. I claim to be a successor of the 
apostles; not by any lineal descent, but because I have the same roll ancl charter 
as any apostle, and am as much called to preach the Gospel as Paul himself; if 
not as much owned by the conversion of sinners, yet, in a measure, blessed of 
God; and, therefore, here I stand, foolish as Paul might be, foolish as Peter, or 
any of those fishermen; but still with the might of God I grasp the sworcl of 
t,,ith, coming here to" preach Christ and him crucified, unto the Jews a stum
blingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which arc callccl, 
both Jews ancl Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisclom of Goel." 

The division of the Sermon is very simple and natural :-1. A Gospel re
jected; 2. A Gospel triumphant; 3. A Gospel admired. Under the first
a Gospel rejected-is tho following description o_f 

A l\IODERN JEW. 
But there is another specimen of this J cw to be found. He is thoroughly 

orthodox in his sentiments. As for forms and ceremonies, he thinks nothing 
about them. He goes to a pince of worship where he learns sound doctrine. 
He will hear nothing but what is true; he likes that we should have good works 
~nd mornlity. He is a goocl man, and no one can find fault with him. Here he 
"• regular in his Sunday pew. In the market he wo.!ks before men in all 
ho":csty-so you would imagine. Ask him about any doctrine, and he can give 
n ~isquisition upon it. In fact, he could write a treatise upon anything in the 
Dib)c, and a great many things besides. He knows almost everything; and here, 
up Ill this dork attic of the hend, his religion has taken up its llbode; he has a 
bes~ par!our clown in his helLl't, but his religion never goes there; that is s~ut 
og!llllst 1t. He has money in thero, mammon, worldliness; or he has something 
else,. self-love, pride. Perhaps he loves to hear experimental preaching; he 
0<lmirc~ it all ; in fact, he loves anything that is sound; but then he has not any 
sound 1n himself; or rather, it is o.!l sound, and.there is no substance. He likes 
to hear true doctrine, but it never penetrates his inner man. You never sec him 
weep. Preach to him about Christ crncified, a glorious subject, and you never 
~ea tear roll down his cheek. Tell him of the mighty influence of tho Holy 
h'host; he admires you for it, but he neve1· had the huncl of the Holy Spirit on 

18 soul; tell him about communion witb. God, plunging in Godhcad's dccpost 
•:a, and being lost in its immensity, the man loves to he81', but he never ~xpe
b•cn_ecs, he !1as never communed ,vith Christ; and accordingly when }'.OU 01;1cc 

,.,~ID to strike home, when you lay him on the table, take out your disaoctmg 
wife, begin to cut him up, and show him his own heart, let him see what it is 
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by nature, nnd what it must become by grace, the man starts; he cannot staui} 
that; he wants none of that; Christ received in the heart and accepted, albeit 
that he loves it enough in the head, 'tis to him a stumblingblock, and he casts 
it away. Do you see yourselves here, my friends? See yourselves as others see 
you; see yourselves as God sees you; for so it is, here be many to whom Christ 
is a.s much a stumblingb!ock now as ever he was. Oh! ye formalists, I speak 
to you ; oh ! ye, who have the nutshell, but abhor the kernel ; oh! ye, who like 
the trappings and the dress, but care not for that fair virgin who is clothed 
therewith ; oh ! ye, who like the paint and the tinsel, but abhor the solid gold 
I speak to you ; l ask you, does your religion give you solid comfort ? Can yo~ 
stare death in the face with it, and say, "I know that my Redeemer liveth?" 
Can you close your eyes at night, and your vesper song shall be, 

"I to the end must endure, 
As sure as the earnest is giveu? ' 1 

• 

Can you bless God fo1· affliction? Can you plunge in accoutred as ye are, and 
swim through all the floods of trial? Can you march triumphant through the 
lion's den, laugh at afiliction, and bid defiance to hell? Can you? No; your 
Gospel is an effeminate thing, a thing of words, and sounds, and not of power. 
Ca.st it from you, I beseech you. It is not wo1·th your keeping; and when you 
come before the throne of God, you will fiud it will fail you, and fail you so that 
you shall never find another; for lost, ruined, destroyed, ye shall find that 
Christ who is now ~Kavoa'Xov, a stumblingblock, will be your judge, 

Under the 2ud head-the Gospel triumphant-Mr. Spurgeon e:i:claims,
CHRIST SHALL NOT DIE IN VAIN. 

Yonder man rejects the Gospel, despises grace, and laughs at it as a delusion. 
Here is another man who laughed at it too ; but God will fetch him down upon 
his knees. Christ shall not die for nothing. The Holy Ghost shall not strive in 
,ain. God hath said, "My word shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it." " He shall eee of the ti·avuil of his soul, and shall be abundantly satisfied." 
If one sinner is not saved, another shall be. The Jew and the Greek shall never 
depopulate heaven. The choirs of glory shall not lose a single songster by all 
the opposition of Jews and Greeks; for God bath said it; some shall be called; 
some shall be saved; some shall be rescued. 

If the righteous and good are not saved, if they reject the Gospel, there arc 
others who are to be called; others who shall be rescued; for Christ will not lose 
the merits of His agonies, or the purchase of His blood. 

From the 3rd,head-the Gospel admired-we select
THE GOSPEL THE POWER OF Goo. 

There are moments when the eyes glisten with joy, and we can sny, "We nrc 
persuaded, confident, certain." I do not wish to distress nny one who is under 
doubt. Often gloomy doubts will prevail; there nre seasons when you fear you 
have not been called, when you doubt your intel'est in Christ. Ah! whnt 0 

mercy it is that it is not your hold of Christ that s1ives you, but His hold of rou i 
What a sweet fact that it is not how you grasp His hand, but His grasp 0 

yours, that saves you. Yet I think you ought to know, some time or other, 
whether you are called of God. If so, you will follow me in the next pOl'I ~f 
my discourse, which is a matter of pure experience; unto us who are saved, it 

is " Christ the power of God, ancl the wisdom of God." f 
The Gospel, to the true believer, is a thin_g of po~ver. It is Christ the power 0 

God. Power, sir! Ay, there is n power m Gods Gospel. Power, sir! Ay, 
a mighty power. Once I, like Mazeppa, bouncl on the wild horse of my lust: 
bou~d hand and foot, incapable of resistance, wns gnllopi_ng_ on with hell's wolves 
behind me, howling for my body and my soul, os their Just and lawful prey. 
There came a mighty hand which stopped that wild horse, cut my ban~s, eel it. 
clown, and brought me into liberty. Is there powe1·, sir? Ay, there 1s pow"W 
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and be who has felt it must _acknowledge it. There wll.'I a time when I lived in 
the stron~ old castle of my sms, and rested in my works. There c:ame a trum
petci· to the door, and bade me open it. I with anger chid him from the y,orch, 
:ind said he neve_r should enter. There ~ame a goodly personage, wi_th loYing 
countenance_; HIS hands were marked with scars where nails were driven, and 
His feet hacl nail prints too; He lifted up:Jiis cross, usin~ it._, a hammer; at the 
firlt blow the gate ofmy prejudice shook; at the second it trembled more; at 
tile third down it fell, and in He came; and He said, "Arise, and stand upon thy 
feet for I have loved thee with an everlasting love." A thing of power! Ah 1 

it is' a thin!!" of power. I have felt it here, in this heart; I have the witness of 
the Spirit within, and know it is a thing of might, because it has conq ".lerecl me ; 
it has bowed me down. 

"His free grace alone, from the first to the last,• 
Hath won my afl'eclion, and held my soul fast." 

The Gospel, to the Christian, is a thing of power. What is it that makes the 
yqung man devote himself as a missionary to the cnuse of God, to leave father 
and mother, and go into distant lands? It is a thing of power that does it; it 
is the Gospel. What is it that constrains yonder minister, in the midst of the 
cholera, to climb up that creaking staircase, and stnnd by the heel of some dying 
creature who has that dire disease? It must be a thing of power which leads 
him to venture his life; it is love of the cross of Christ which bids him do it. 
What is that which enables one man to stand up before n multitude of his 
fellows, all unprepared it may be, but determined that he will speak nothing but 
Christ, and him crucified? What is_ it that enables him to cry, like the war
horse of Joh, in battle, Aha! and move glorious in might? It is n thing of 
power that does it: it is Christ crucified. And whllt emboldens thllt timid 
female to walk itllwn that dark lane some wet evening, that she may go nnd sit 
beside the victim of a contagious fever? Whllt strengthens her to go through 
that den of. thieves, and pass by the profligate and profane ? Whnt influences 
her to enter into that chnrnel house of death, and there sit clown nod whisper 
words of comfort? Does gold mnke her do it? They nre too poor to give her 
gold. Does fame make her do it? She shall never be known nor written amon6 
the mi~hty women of this ellrth. What mnkes her do it? Is it love of merit? 
No; she knows she has no desert before high heaven, What impels her to it' 
It is the power, the thing of power; it is the cross of ~hrist ; she loves it, ancl 
she therefore says, 

11 Were the whole realm of noture mine, 
That were n present far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my llfe, my all." 

Sermon II. is on Spirituo.l Liberty, from the text, "Whore the Spirit of 
the Lord is, thero is liberty." In the exordium is the following striking 
pnsangc: 

RELIGION TUE FoUXDATION AND BuLW.IRK OF C1vu. LlllEllTY. 
Thank God this is 11 free country!" This lnnd is the home of liberty. Ancl 

why is it so? I tnke it not so much because of our institution•, ns because the 
Spirit of the Lord is here-the spi.rit of true and hearty religion. ,v e owe our 
liberty to men of religion-to men of the puritnnic11! school-men who scorned 
to pl11y the crnven, and yield their principles at the command of m1111. Auel if 
we ever nre to maintain our liberty, as God grant we may, it shnll be kept in 
England by religious liberty-by religion. The Bible is the lllagnn Ch11rtn of 
Old Britain; its truths, its doctrines, have snappe,l our fetters, nnd they never 
can be 1·iveted on again, whilst men, with God's Spirit in their hearts, [\'O forth 
to spenk its truths. In no other land. save where the Bible is unclo.spe<l-in no 
0_ther realm, snve where the Gospel is preached, can you find liberty. But the 

,~ hb~rty of the text is an infinitely greater freedom than thnt. There is n liberty 
,_J which Christian men alone enjoy. "Where the spirit of the Lord is there is 



40 THE BELOVED. 

liberty," in its fullest, and highest, and most wonde1·ful sense. God give you 
my friends to have that "Spirit of the Lord," for without it, in a free country' 
you may still be bondsmen, and where there arc no serfe in, body, there me.y b~ 
slaves in soul. The text speaks of spiritual liberi, : and now I ·address the 
children of God. Spiritual liberty you and I enjoy, 1f we have the Spirit of the 
Lord within us. What does this imply? It implies that there was a time when 
-we had not that spiritual liberty-when we were slaves of the devil;. we were 
led capth-es at his will. We talked of free-will, but ti-ee-will is a slave. We 
boasted -we could do what we pleased, but, oh! what a slavish and dreamy 
liberty we had. It was a fancied freedom. ,ve were slaves to our lusts and 
passions-slaycs to siu, but now we are freed from sin. "VI' e are delivered from 
our tyrant; a stronger than he has cast out the strong man armed, and we are 
free. Let us now examine a little more closely in what our liberty consists. 
There is liberty from the bondage, the penalty, the guilt, and the dominion of sin. 
from a slavish fear of law, and from the fear of death. We are free to Heaven•; 
clia,·ter, a throne of g,·ace, to entei· Zion city, and free to heaven. 

WHAT IS DEATH? 

On freedom from the fear of death, Mr. Spurgeon observes;-
"What is death? It is a low porch through which you stoop to get into heaven. 

,That is life? It is a na1Tow screen that separates us from heaven, and death. 
takes it away! I recollect a saying of a good old woman, who said, "Afraid to 
die, Sir ! I have dipped my foot in Jordan every morning before breakfast for 
the last fifty years; and do you think I am afraid to die no,v ? " Die, beloved! 
why, we die hundreds of times; we "die daily;" we die every morning; we 
die each night when we sleep ; by faith we die; and so <lying will be old work 
when we come to it. We shall say, "Ah, death! thou art. come at last, but 
thou art a welcome guest; thou art an angel of light, and the best friend I have 
had." There is no fear of it; there is no fear of God's leaving you when you 
come to die. Here I must tell you that anecdote of the good Welsh lady, who, 
when she lay a-dying, was visited by her minister. He said to her, "Sister, 
are you sinking?" She answered him not a word, but looked at him with an 
incredulous eye. He repeated the ~uestion, " Sister, are you sinking?" She 
looked at him again, as if she cou.d not believe that he would ask such a 
question. At last, rising a little in the bed, she said, "Sinking! sinking! Did 
you ever know a sinner sint: through a vock ! If I 1,ad been standing on tlte 
sand I migl1t sink; but, thank God, I am on the Rock of Ages, and there is no· 
sinking there." How glorious to die! Oh, angels,) come; oh, cohorts of the 
Lord of hosts! stretch, stretch your broad wings, and lift us from earth. Oh, 
winged seraphs, 

----- "bear us far above 
The reach of these jnferior things," 

We had marked other pe.ssages for insertion, but for wont of space wo 
must defer doing so until another opportunity. 

"THE BELOVED." 
EPIIESIANS i. 6. 

BT THE REV .. JAMES SMITH, CHELTENHAM. 

PAUL was speaking of the great and glorious privileges of the Lord's 
people, and praising His holy name for them. He traces all up to 
the rich grace and sovereign pleasure of the Most High God. He 
rejoices in eternal and personal election to everlasting life, in the 
bestowment of all spiritual blessings, in pre.destination to adoptio~, 
and acceptance in the Beloved. In Jesus, His people are pleasant in 
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the sight of God, approved at His throne, and the objects of His high
est Jove.• But we are not going to speak of the saints, but the Saviour; 
not the members, but the Head ; not the twinkling stars, but the 
glorious and· ma~ficent Sun. Jesus_ is s~t before_ us as "THE 
BELoVEii," There 1s no need to mention' His name 1f we speak of 
,. THE BELOVED;" for though there are other objects of love, there 
is but one whom we emphatically call" THE BELOVED." Oh, that the 
Holy Spirit would enable us to speak of Him so as to honour His 
dear name! 

Jesus is "the Beloved" of His Father. At His baptism, and at His 
transfiguration, a voice came from. the excellent glory saying, " This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And the evangelist 
John bears testimony, "The Father loveth the Son, and giveth all 
things into His hand." .Oh, the infinite, the eternal, the ineffable 
delight the Father has in His Son! The whole ocean of the Father's 
Jove flows into the hearl of Jesus. He is the highest object of His 
delight ; He loveth Him equally with Himself; He glories- in Jesus, 
as the word plainly testifies. Yet, such is His love to His people, 
poor, sinful, and despised as they are, that Jesus speaks as if the 
Father had a special love for Him, because of His love to them. 
Hence he says, " Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 
down· my life." In heaven Jesus is the Beloved Object; fro~ the 
Father on his blazing throne to the least inhabitant of that glorious 
eountry, all love and delight in Jesus. Every eye sparkles with love 
to Him, every· heart glows with love to Him, and, every song ex
presses love to Him. 

Jesus is "the Beloved," of men. Not of all men, for they do not 
know Him, or they would surely love Him ; but of all who know Him. 
However believers Dia y differ in other· thingil;· they all agree in this, 
that Jesus·is "THE BELoVED.". No one oe.Ii extol Him too highly, or 
praise Him: too much. He is the object all His people delight to 
honour. With one heart and' one voice they exele.im; 

'' Let Him be crown'd with majesty, 
Who bow'd His head to death; 

And be His honours sounded high, 
lly all things that have breath," 

We love Jesus on account of what He has done for us. Whatever 
turn our love· mny take afterwards, it is .this that kindles it-" \Ve 
love Him, because He first loved us." And we learn the love that 
was in His heart, by what appeared in His life. When we discover 
that He stood up for us in the eternal council, pledged Himself in the 
everlasting covenant, and engaged to become our Saviour, our hearts 
warm with love to Him. But when we see Him coming into our 
world, taking our place, labourin&', suffering, and dying in our stead, 
then our love begins to blaze, anct flash, and glow. And to perceive 
that He is gone into heaven, to appear in the presence of God fo1· us, 
that He is pleading our cause with His Father, interceding on our 
?ehalf, and preparing our mansion for us, our love is strengthened and 
increased yet more. He is our Beloved. 
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We love Jesus on account of what He has given us. He has 
given us His Spirit to quicken us, His blood to cleanse us, His righ
teousness to justify us, His word to instruct us, His providence to take 
care of us, and His name to be pleaded for all good things by us. He 
bas given us all He had; He parted with all for us, for "Ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though He was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich." He 
conferred all upon us ; He gave himself~ and with himself, His un
searchrtble riches. So that having Jesus, we have all things; we are 
rich beyond expression, thought, or conception. Apart from Jesus 
we are wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked ; but 
with Jesus, all things are ours, present or future, in this world or 
another. Well, then, may Jesus be our Beloved! 

We love Jesus for what He is. True love is sure to rise and fix on 
the person. At first, we are more taken up with what Jesus has 
done for us, and bestowed upon us ; but afterwards we are more 
delighted with what Jesus is in himself. Advauced believers always 
dwell much on the person of Christ. They love to think of His 
Divinity ; it expands their hearts, elevates their affections, and mixes 
adoration with their love. They equally love to think of his humanity, 
and to see him bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. Jesus as the 
man, possessing human passions, and exercising human sympathies, 
seems to soften our affections, and they flow forth with gentleness and 
joy. But it is the complex person of Christ as God-man, that is the 
especial object of our love. As God, He is so much above us ; as 
man, He is so nearly on a level with us ; but as God and man in one 
Christ, He is peculiarly adapted to us. So that if we speak of our 
Beloved, we do not refer to one merely human, or to one only Divine, 
but to one who is both Divine and human. The personal glory of 
Christ attracts our attention, excites our admiration, and draws forth 
our love. When the eye of the mind is first fixed on this glorious 
Jesus, the soul sighs out, " Oh, if this blessed Jesus was mine I" But 
when the Holy Ghost reveals the fact that He is ours, we are almost 
in an ecstasy. The joy is so deep, so powerful, that it bears us away; 
and if it were not qualified, would unfit us for the duties of life. 

We love Jesus on account of our enjoyment of Him. Oh, the happi
ness we have found in Jesus ! When we first felt His blood applied 
to our conscience to remove our guilt, and realized our interest in His 
glorious person and finished work, our enjoyments were Divinely 
sweet. We can never forget the pleasure we felt then. And bow 
often since, when hearing His Gospel, meditating on His word, or 
worshipping at His throne, have we found our joy unspeakable aud 
full of glory. We feel that we are indebted to Jesus for al~ t_hose 
sweet glimpses of glory, those foretastes of heaven, those spmtual 
pleasures, which we have often realized. The presence of Jesus is our 
heaven. We love to hear of Him, to read of Him, to praise Him; 
1JUt to eujoy .His presence is our highest bliss. We feel t,h~t we 
cuuld be satisfied with the presence of Jesus anywhere; but without 
the presence of .Jesus we could be satisfied nowhere. How can we 0 
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help loving ~im, !ho is "th~ glory of our brightest days, and co_rn
fort of om· mghts. The enJoyment of Jesus naturally fills us with 
love to Him, and leads us to exclaim, "This is my Beloved, and this 
is roy Friend, 0 ye daughters of Jerusalem ! " • 

We love Jesus on account of what we expect from Him. He will 
soon send for us where He is, or He will come again and receive us 
to himself. He has given us grace, He will give us glory. We expect 
great things from Him when He comes. He will exactly conform us 
to Himself, and we shall be like Hiro. He will confer on us a crown 
of righteousness that will never fade, or tarnish. He will robe us in 
light and glory. He will place us beside Him on His throne. He will 
beat down our foes before our face, and our enemies under our feet. 
He will present us before His glorious presence faultless ; and He 
will present us unto his Father without spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing. µideed, we can conceive of nothing that will dignify the 
body, gratify the spirit, or delight the heart, but we may expect Jesus 
to bestow it upon us when He comes. And when we call to mind all 
that our eyes have seen, or our ears have heard, or our hearts con
ceived, that is great, grand, and glorious, the whole is not to be com
pared to the glory that shall be revealed in us. For " Eye bath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither bath entered into the heart of man, 
what God hath prepared for them that love Him." 

Is it any wonder, then, that Jesus is to us " THE BELOVED 1 " The 
only wonder is, that we do not love Him ten times more. If we were 
what we ought to be, we should be daily, yea, hourly, speaking of the 
glorious honour of His majesty, and telling of His wondrous works. 
Our thoughts would be full of Jesus; our conversation would be 
always of Jesus; our writings would be of Jesus. My heart at this 
moment exclaims, "Oh, that I could love Jesus as I ought! Oh, that 
I could honour Jesus as I ought ! • 

u I would for ever speak His nnme, 
In sounds to mortal ears unknown; 

,vith nngeh join to praise the Ln.mh, 
And worship at His Father's throne." 

Reader, do you love Jesus 1 If you do not, you know not what 
real happiness, what refined pleasure is. Is Jesus your Beloved'? 
If not, you have never seen His glory as it is revealed in the Gospel, 
nor have you experienced the work of the Holy Spirit in yom· heart, 
as the glol'ifier of Jesus. You cannot be truly happy on earth, no1· 
are you prepared to go to heaven. Jesus is the great object of love, 
adoration, and praise in heaven ; all there admire Him, glow with 
love to Him, and ascribe their whole salvation to His blood. In 
~eaven," Christ is all in all;'.' in the Church below, " Christ is all 
mall;" and in every sanctified heart," Christ is all in all." Reader, 
IS THIS YOUR CABE 1 Is IT 1 

July 4tli, 1855, 
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SYMPTOMS OF SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 

I.-THE PULSE OF THE SOUL. 

BY THE REV. W. P. B.-1.LFERN, OF BOW. 

Author of" Glim11scs of Jesus." 

"Beloved, I \Vish above all things that thou mayest prosper, and be in health, even as thy 
soul prospereth.''.:....s JOHN i. 2a 

Tms Epistle was addressed by the Apostle John to the belov:ed Ga.ins·; 
as a composition it has been much admired .. It cost the Apostle, 
however, but little trouble to write it, for love ever does·things.grace
fully and well. All art is .but a fu,ntastie imitation ef nat11re, and how 
can it possibly surpass that in beauty of which it is ,but. a faint copy 1 
Gaius was a kind and hospitable man.; remarkabl~, also, for his spiri
tuality; a fruitful tree of God's right hand planting: a.nd what more 
natural than for the Apostle to desire that he might long continue to 
grow and thrive in the barren wHderness of this world, to the praise 
of the great H11$ba.ndman, to, whose constant ea.re a.11 his fruitfulness 
and spiritual effloresce:Q.ce must be traced 1 • Re was a.n epistle of 
mercy, a.nd the truth wa.s written upon him in legible, characters: ca.n 
we wonder that the loving Apostle should desire that the frail epistle 
should be preserved from the dest~etive finger of death for a time, 
that others might be brought to receive those truths of which he was 
a living and graceful exponent 1 

From this expressed desire of the Apostle, it is not,improbable that 
Gaius wa.s more favoured in soul than in body; that, though the 
inner man wa.s healthy, the outer wa.s frail. It is not, howev:er, our 
intention to contemplate the implied weakness of the la.tter, but the 
health 9f th~ former : and our topw will be soul prosperity, or spiri
tual health. Surely no theme can be of greater importance. May the 
Spirit of God help us in our meditations, while we endeavour to ascer
tain the state of our souls ! An~ perhaps, it may serve to enliven 
and illustrate our tpeme, if we follow the same course which the phy
sician pursues when he endeavours to ascertain the state of our bodily 
health. Generally speaking, he examines the PULSE; and it is very 
important he should do so ; for while a person may be active, and 
appear healthy and vigorous, when the finger of tb.e physician rests 
upon this silent monitor it very frequently tells a very different ta.le. 
Is there, then, anything which bears the same relation to. the state of 
the Christian soul which the pulse cl oes to the body 1 We think that 
secret prayer does, and, indeed\ by certain writers it has been, termed 
"THE PULSE OF THE SOUL," 

An<l how important it is that we should have some such secret 
niterion by which to judge of our state will appear from the fa?t, 
that it is quite possiLle to be actively engaged for the Lord in pubhc, 
and appan,ntly in the posseRsion of great spiritual health, while indeed 
and in truth the semi is all bnt famished before Goel. Let us, then, 
view secret prayer as the pulse of the soul. 
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But perhaps it may be asked, if all kinds of secret-prayer will afford 
08 this safe criterion 1 To which we reply, certainly not ; ..for as, in 
reference to the body, the11e ia the hard rapid pulse, which_ ia ~ot ll;ldi
cative of health, but the contrary, so, in reference to the state of the 
soul, there a.re_ rapid, hard-hearted p:rayers, ·which are but of little 
service to the soul. A person was once heard to declare that he 
prayed from three to five hours every night. This assertion excited 
surprise, and it was thought the pulse was too rapid for the health to 
be good, and so the sequel proved, for the _ person suddenly threw up 
his profession, and went into ~he worl~ again. There are periods in 
the history of men when, under the -influence of some ignorant or 
superstitious feelin~ which they can scarcely define, or in the pursuit 
of some desired obJect, or to carry out some crude experiment, they 
thus address· themselves, as they think, to the Almighty ; but as their 
motive is not pure, nor their minds enlightened, they receive no 
answer; or, as they imagine, an answer contrary to their expectation ; 
and this soon puts a stop to a practice which had no intelligent root 
or habit in the ~oul.. In spite and anger, such men frequently turn 
from God, to blaspheme His name, and declare there is no truth_ in 
His word. The truth is, their prayers ~ever proceeded from faith, 
and a desire for spiritual_ profit ; but desiring s_ome temporal good or 
other object, or- to get rid.of some inconvenience, they were willing to 
try an experiment with God, which might or ;migbt not issue in their 
advantage. Such pra.yers;though violent,~ often long sustained, 
yet, not arising from spiritual .influenee, or being in acc!mlance with 
the instructions of the Gospel, are 11ot indica.tiv:e of spiritual heaJth. 
The movements of the soul under their influence, like that of a dead 
corpse to which a stream of electricity is tempora11ily applied; are sure 
sooner or later to issue in the dread collapse characteristic of the 
moral death in which the soul lies. Then there is the rapid and 
intermittent pulse, which is ever indicative of a bad state of health: 
and how many a.re there in whom this state of the pulse prevails spi
ritually ! When their sins become too heavy a. burden for them to 
cany, they cry for deliverance from them ; not that they do not love 
them, but now they fear·they will give the:m: trouble. In times of 
sickness, and when death and judgment in their apprehension draw 
nigh, the pulse is rapid; they c:ryearnestly to be saved from torment; 
but when the cause of their fear. is as they t,hink, removed a good 
d~tnnce off, they are soon quiet again, and the pulse ceases its convul
sive throb, until their dreaded foe again appears in sight. These 
prayers are no sign of spiritual health, but more frequently of moral 
degradation. 

A languid pulse, also, bea,rs a protest against the state of the 
system, though too often <,verlooked ; and those feeble, cold, hair
hearted prayers, how they spe:1k agctinst us ! \Vheu we speak to God 
as though we <lo not require, uor care, nor desire to be blessed; oh, 
how these prayers hold back the showers which would fortili;;e the 
laud, and make our wilderness like Eden !-how they expose the 



A SEARCHING QUESTION. 

winter within, and declare that the springtime of fruitfulness and joy 
is far away !-how plainly they proclaim that the spiritual health is 
low, and that faith, hope, and love are in a drooping, languishing con
dition ! Reader, put thy finger upon thy pulse ; consult thy spiritual 
barometer; count the beats ; observe the marks ; how hiO'h does the 
crimson blood of thy spiritual life rise 1 What, so weak they can 
scarcely be counted '? Does the tide not move at all 1 Is it not time, 
then, for thee to listen to Him who bas said, "Be zealous, and 
strengthen the things that remain, that are ready to die?" 

But there is, also, the full, steady, even pulse, regular as the motion 
of the pendulum; and there is the spirit of prayer, the liabit of 
prayer, and the grace of supplication, which is the pulse of a believer's 
health. There may be transient emotions, much excitement, and 
external zeal, but it is by tliis we must test ourselves: Do we pray 
frequently?-is there the habit of prayer ?-do we delight in prayer'/ 

Do we pray earnestly, and wait for a blessing? , Are our prayers 
.filial? and do we pray to the Lord because we love Him, and desire 
to have communion with Him through His Son 1 Do we love prayer 
because through it the Holy Spirit helps us-heals, revives, and 
comforts us, and often carries us to the bosom of our Father in 
heaven? Do we love it, because through it we often reach the cross 
of our Saviour, to experience the cleansing efficacy of His blood, His 
power to subdue sin, and to melt the hard heart into contrition and 
love? Do we delight in this kind of prayer 1 and are we led increas
ingly to feel for and pray for others, for the exaltation of the Saviour, 
the extension of His kingdom, and more conformity to Himself1 If a 
pulse of this kind is in us, healthy and strong, then have we indeed 
scriptural evidence that spiritual health is ours. 

( To he continued.) 

A SEARCHING QUESTION. 

BY THE REV. JOHN COX (LATE OF WOOLWICH). 

'' Are the conso]ations of God small with thee? Is there an)' secret thing with thee r ''-
Jon xv. II. • 

THE friends of Job troubled him with many improper and impertinent 
<1uestions. They formed a wrong estimate of his character, and 
altogether misjudged his case ; they thought him insincere, and con
cluded that God was punishing him. ~n account of his_ sins. Tb_e 
words before us imply that such susp1c10ns were entertamed by El1-
phaz. But leaving Job and his mistaken friends, let us consider these 
words a.~ addressed to our~elves, and seek grace rightly to improve 
them. First; here is a fact as regards man_y of God's people. "The 
consolations of God" are small with them. The expression "conso_la
tions of God," is very emphatic, and sets forth the happiness w~c~ 
God produces in the soul, intimating at the same time, that it is sulll· 
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lar in its nature to His own. "The blessed God," the "fountain of 
living waters," "the God of all comfort," imparts His own blessedness 
to His people. This real, inward, Divine consolation, is an earnest 
and foretaste of that bliss ~hich will be realized for ever, "when God 
shall be all in all." 

The sources and grounds of consolation so clearly revealed. in God's 
word should be much thought upon by us. It is only by a real anrl 
constant connection with God's own words that " the consolations of 
God" can be enjoyed. What, then, hath God said with a view to make 
His people happy 1 He hath revealed Himself. The covenant names of 
the Divine persons, describing their offices of love, also all the Divine 
perfections, are infinite sources of comfort, and at·e designed to bring 
consolation to great sinners and great sufferers. Think of the Fa
ther, as "the God of all comfort," of the Son, as "the consoiation of 
Israel," of the Holy Spirit, as "the Comforter,'' and then think that 
each Divine person is infinite in love, wisdom, power, grace, and m~rcy. 
Think also of exceeding great and precious promises which are all 
"wells of salvation;" out of which the guilty and needy may "draw 
water with joy." How true is it that the Gospel, "the glorious glad 
tidings of the blessed God," "is fitted to impart joy as soon as it is be
lieved; and in proportion as it is believed." 

What a fulness of consolation have some of God's people eujoyecl 
by simply believing what God has said. Great sinners, whose his
tories have been most fearful, whose characters have been most 
hideous, have so realized the joy of pardon, and the hope of glory, as 
to be constrained to sing for gladness of heart. Great sufferers have 
exceedingly rejoiced even " when in heaviness, through manifold 
temptations." In almost every conceivable scene of human woe and 
trial, "the songs of the righteous" have been heard. " Rejoicing in 
hope of the glory of God," they have gloried in tribulntion also. 

It is truly desirable that such should be the case : "The joy of the 
Lord is our strength." It is that to the soul which health is to the 
body ; the nature of the two, their effects, the causes of decline, and 
the means of restoration, are similar. As creatures, we are not con
tented with mere existence, we de8ire health. As new creatures, WL' 

should not only haven hope of being saved at last, but realize the joy ol 
salvation now. Joy is an ornament to the Christian ; hence we read of 
"the oil of joy," which, as the Psalmist says, "makes the face to shine," 
aud which is contrasted with "mourning, anti the spirit of henviness.'· 
Christian consolation, also, is designed as a means to promote holiness, 
and therefore to "rejoice in the Lord alway" is pressed upon the saints 
as a Christian duty. Yet there is a feebleness m the comfort of many 
?f God's people. God's consolations are small with them. Not small 
IU their estimation-that would show contempt for spiritual things ; 
))Ut small in their experience. They have little knowledge of thP 
Joys of pardon, flowing from that abundant mercy which triumph~ 
through an infinite atonement; or of the joy of gratitude for "all 
81'.iritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus;" or of the joy~ 
ol relationship, that they are "one in Christ Jesus ;" or the joy of 
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service, that "God now acoepteth their works ; " or of the joy 0£ hope 
that they shall soon see Jesus as He is, and be perfeotly like Him. '1'his 
is a wrong state of mind for a child of God. God is dishonoured by 
it, the church is robbed, and religion is injured by it. This sbi.te of 
things may be remedied, for it is the will of God that all the heil"s of 
promise who have "fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before 
them, should have strong consolation. But the causes for this small
ness of consolation should be diligently searched into. 

Let us notice the reason suggested for tliis fact as regards some : " Is 
there any secret thing with thee 1" We say with some, not all. We 
should fall into the error of Job's friends if we were to allege that 
in every case of discomfort, there is some secret, sinful cause. In some 
cases there are physical and constitutional causes, which only God's 
eye can trace; and- it is a mercy "that He knoweth our frame," and 
will judge righteously. Still,-a.fter all deductio~s of this kind, there 
are mm,iy cold-hearted and disconsolate Christians to whom this 
question applies ; some who are apparently satisfied without Christian 
joy, and others who earnestly desire consolation, but find it not. To 
such, one or more of the following questions may apply : Is there any 
secret guilt unconfessed 1 Thie was once· David's case ; "he kept 
silence, and his bones waxed old ;" he then confessed his transgres
sions, was forgiven, and made happy, Psa. xx.xii. 2, 5. Is there any 
secret sin tinrenounced 1 "If we regard iniquity in the heart, God 
will not hear us." There may be even some " secret fault," we know 
not, but which hinders joy. Let us ask God to enlighten, to search, 
to cleanse, Psa:. xix. 13, 14; cxxxix. 23, 24. Is there secret care and 
anxiety not fully cast on God ? Phil. iv. 6, 7. Do we choose-to carry 
our own burdens, instead of casting them-on Him who careth for us 1 
1 Pet. v. 7. Is there a secret consciousness of duty neglected-of 
ordinances slighted-of family or social relations not filled·- up 1 Is 
there a secret trust in the creature for happiness,or a-secretr depend
ence on self as regards wisdom, righteousness, or etrength•1 Such 
inquiries, honestly and prayerfully put, may, perhaps; show some of 
God's people why" the consolations of God'' are small with them. 

But suppose all to be true, that the '' consolations of God: are small 
with us," and that "some secret thing," some secret sin-of omission or 
commission has caused it ; still let us not despair, nor yield to the 
tempter, who bide us cast away our hope. Let us not say deepond
ingly, " that the Lord hath forgotten to be gracious; and that He will 
be favourable no more." Let us bear in mind that the consolations of 
God still remain in all their fulness, and the invitations and promises 
0f God abide in all their freeness. Not one well of comfort is 
dried up, or at all diminished; not one word of grace in the Gospel is 
caucelled. The God of all comfort is "rich in mercy to all who call 
ou Him." .Jesus, the consolation of Israel, is our merciful and faithful 
High Priest ; the Holy Spirit, so often grieved, is "the Comforter." 
Gou'~ word otill says, "Retarn;" let our cry Le," Restore." "Restore 
uuio me the joys of thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 
Spirit." Let us persevere with this prayer, simply "looking unto 
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Jesus," and ·we shall soo'n have to sing, "He restoreth my soul, and 
lea<leth.me in the paths of, righteousness for His name sake." And 
when ,the Lord "fills us with all joy and. peace in believing," let us, in 
order to retain-our joy; give more earnest heed to the words of the 
Saviour, "ABIDE IN ME." 

Pirnlico, Jvly 5th. 

BIBLICAL CRITICISMS. 
BY MR. JORN FREEMAN. 

No. I.-THE IMPORT OF THE EXPRESSION "ABBA." 
THE Divine personage who gave 
Moses a commission full of import
ance to Egypt, said to him, as stated 
in Exod. iv. 22, "Thou shalt say to 
Pharaoh, Thllll. saith Jehovah, Israel 
is my son, my firstborn." This com• 
mand placed Israel's Almighty Friend 
in the position of Fathel', the Hebrew 
for which word is Ab, as used in Jer. 
xxxi. 9. For there Jehovah says, " I 
am an AB to Israel," etc., or, as ex
pressed in our English version, " I 
am a FATHER to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my firstborn." 

Nor is the expression ABBA any 
other than AB written ABB, and fol
lowed by A, or Laba.n's word fo1· tl,e.* 
In fact, ABBA WIIB a Cho.ldee phrruie 
used in the B11bylonian empiro for 
tlie fathe1·, the final A signifying the, 
nnd ABB d81loting fatl,el'. Hence, 
the Jews, on their return from Baby
lon, so made the said phrase their 
own, ns for ABBA to signify what 
PATER does in Latin, namely, tlie 
fathel' or a father in the nominative 
case, and O FATHER or FATHER 
in the vocative case. Thus the Sa
viour, speaking Syro-Chnldo.ic, or the 
lnnE,'llage the Jews in Palestine used 
af~r tho Bnbylonish captivity, s!\id to 
Bis Divine Father, as recorded in 
Mar~ xiv. 36, "ABBA, all things are 
possible to Thee;" or, as we ex press 
the meaning, " FATHER, all things 
are possible to Thee." 

Wonderful too to relate, the Sa
viour, not being ashamed to account 
His followers brethren, taught them 
to use the same appellation He did. 
"When ye pray," says He in Luke 
:ri. 2, "say A.BBA of us who art in 
heaven," ABBA signifying O FA
THER. The invocation, therefore, 
when literally translated from the 
dialect iu which it WM first uttered, 
is, "0 FATHER of us who art in 
heaven," an address appropriately 
expressed when we say, "Our Father 
who art in heaven." Thus, though 
the disciples of Jesus were made sous 
of God ut regeneration, there was a 
sense in which, at a subsequent pe
riod, Jesus "gave them power to be
come sons of God." Yea, in teaching 
them to address God as Father, and 
thus to cry, ABBA, as the effect of 
adoption, He gavo them authority to 
appear nt the throne of grace as sons 
and daughters of the Almighty. Thus, 
as stnted concerning Jesus in John i. 
12, 13, "To as many as received Him, 
believing in His name, He gave autho
rity to appear [IS God's children, who 
derive their birth not from blood, nor 
from the will of the flesh, nor from 
the will of man, but from Goel." 

At length, e.s stated in Acts viii. 1, 
" There wrui a gre[lt persecution 
against the church in J ernsnlem; and 
they were all dispersed through the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except 

• In Lo.ban's dialect, Jega,r meant heap; sahaduth signified testification; and a, as finaJ, 
feant tlie.- and thus Jegar ,al,adutha, as found in Gen. x:x.xi. 47, signifies the teslificatio" 

eap. 
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the apostles." Tims the Syro-Chal
daic phrase ABBA, in its numberless 
associations, was uttered not only iu 
the great metropolis, but far around. 
yea, at a period still later, that phrase 
was so far extended as to be natural
ized, like the word Am,en, in regions 
where Greek was the vernacular 
tongue. Hence, in writing a Greek 
epistle to go beyond the territories of 
such naturalization, the naturalized 
term and its signification appropri
ately appeared in association, as in 
Rom. viii. 15. For there Paul says, 
"Ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the spirit of adoption by 
which we cry ABBA, that is, 0 
FATHER." 

The spirit of bondage under the 
law served to restrain transgression, 
while, even then, evangelical obedience 
was the fruit ofa faith like Abraham·s. 
Thus, to have received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, would h:i,ve 
been to have slavish fear a second 
time, and thus to bid farewell to all 
the hopes cherished by the Gospel, 
and to become oue with Jerusalem in 
bondage. 

lu reference, moreover, to the world 
to come, there is no hope of a man 

till love, productive of obedience as a. 
delight, enters his soul, and there acts 
itself out in the spitit of a son all 
affection to his heavenly Father. 
Then, and not till then, do we be
hold, under Divine influence, the 
sinner in the position of the prodigal 
son when he said, " I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say to him, 
ABBA, I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son : make 
me as one of thy hired servants." 
Nor does crying ABBA end at this 
early stage. It is beheld in "praying 
without ceasing" through the Chris
tian's course, yea, at the very end of 
that course. Thus the dying Christian 
imitates the dying Saviour who said, 
as recorded in Luke xxiii 46, "ABBA, 
into Thy hands I commit my spirit; 
and having so said, He expired." 

What a charm, then, there is in 
that freedom of soul which makes 
emancipated sinners call God ABBA, 
an<l find a heaven begun, in commn
nion with Him here, and in the anti
cipation of that unutterable blessed
ness which awaits all adopted into the 
heavenly family. 

Maryland Point, 
Stratfoi·d, Essex. 

PEN AND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. 

NO. IX.-THE REV. DANIEL KATTERNS, 

.Afinisier of Mare•str~et Chapel, J-lackney. 

THE ministerial life of the Rev. Daniel which unions of this sort have proved 
Katterus is fraught with some valu- disastrous to fellowships, aud destruc
able lessons to the rising generation tive to all peace of mind, that there 
of pa,~tors, and supplies, in its leading has of late been a remarkable indispo• 
features, a model for their imitation. sition on the part of aged pasto•s to • 
It would seem to be the· opinion of form such a relationship as that whic_h 
some that no young man fresh from a co"Pastorate implies with theu· 
college, except in certain cases, and younger brethren. At the sai:.ie time, 
under peculiar circumstances, ought there are uot wanting many pleasing 
to become the sole pastor of a flock, iustauces of cordial, united effort be
but that he should first acquire a little tween the ten and one-hour labourers 
experience of the responsible office, by in the vineyard of the Lord. With 
acting as the assistant ministel' of one forbearance on the oue side, and pru
who has seen service in the church. dence ou the other, there is certai~ly 
So many are the cases, howcvel', ia no reason why the mau of grey h111ra, 
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who has borne the burden and heat of pressed with the solemn realities of 
the day, and the youth just entering religion, and that the desire waa ex
upon the scene, full of life and vi- perienced to engage in the work of 
gour, Bhould not in the service of the proclaiming the Gospel to the world. 
church, as well as in the service of the In this laudable enterprise he was not 
world, be of mutual benefit to each discouraged, and had many opportu
other. nities of exerciaing his gifts as a vii !age 

The subject of this sketch is an preacher; and within a brief period 
excellent illustration, not only of the he was chosen to be the pastor of the 
possibility of the co-pastoral relation, church at West Drayton, where he 
but of the way in which it may prove continued to labour, with happiness 
highly . serviceable in forming and and success, until Providence opened 
establishing the chamcter of junior the way for his removal to Hammer
ministers, for giving them at once a smith. It was herethat Mr. Katterns 
position of honour in society, in commenced his career as a co-pastor 
strengthening the hands of the aged with the venerable Mr. Uppadine, 
paetor, and in conserving the interests whom he subsequently succeeded in 
of the fellowship when it shall please the pastoral office. At that time the 
the great Huebandman to put forth church at Hammersmith was not 
His hand, and gather the shock of large,.but there was infused into all 
corn which has become ripe for the its operations a spirit of life and 
harvest. For more than a dozen energy, which has been the means of 
years Mr. Katterns sustained the mi- ite constant and rnpid extension to 
nisterial office in conjunction with the present time, when it furnishes a 
two venerable servantB of Christ, and delightful spectacle, not only to the 
in such a manner, we believe, as on Baptist community, but to nil the fel
no occasion whatever to disturb either lowships around. The Re'I". J ohu 
their personal comfort, or the happi- Leachman, A.M., it will be remem
ness of the people of their charge; bared, is now the excellent and much 
and the result is, that he is now the I honoured pastor of the church. 
sole and beloved pwitor of one of the Having sustained the ministerial 
most numeroue and important of ourl office at Hammersmith for some few 
churches in the suburbs of the metro- years, Mr. Kntterns felt it his duty 
polis. to remove to Hnckncy, ,vhcro he had 

It may be interesting to our readers been invited to labour ns co-pnstor 
tu know thnt Mr. Kntterns wns born I with th11t pillar of the Baptist body, 
about forty years ago, at Stepney, and ornament of the univeraal church 
where his rather sustained n very re-! -the Rev. Dr. Cox; nnd with whom he 
spoctable position, ns the Principal continued to co-operate with the most 
of nn Educntional Establishment. perfeot cordiality for ten long years 
With advancing years he evinced until the Doctor's decease, in 1853, 
considerable aptitude for the acquisi- when with the unnnimoue desire of the 
tion of knowledge ; and it was thought church, he succeeded, ns at Hammer
desirable by the father that his eon emith, to nll the duties nnd responsi
should be fitted, by a sound and varied bilitics of the pastorate. As a preacher 
education, for his own honourable of the Gospel, Mr. K1\tterns is able 
profession. In process of time he be- nnd eloquent. He never enters the 
came qualified to impart instruction pulpit without being well prepared for 
to others, and was engaged, we believe, 1 his work, and hence you are sure to de
as an assistant in the Academy of the! rive both instruction nud ]_)!ensure 
Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, ofTotteridge. It: from listening to his ministrations. 
"'.as while hei-e, it would seem, that I With much accuracy of thought _nnd 
h1a mind first hecnme seriously im-, clearness of style, h& combines pun-
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gency of language with eamestness of thoroughly attentive to .the pasto1·al 
manner. The flow of his discour.se claims of his flock ; and is e.lways ready 
reminds you of a deep, smooth, and upon occasion, to render assistance 
rapid river, which bears you insensi- to Denominational and other institu
bly onwards towards the ocean. There tions which have for their object 
is so much freshness and unity about either the social, moral, or spiritual 
his conceptions, such force of state- elevation of man; hence his presence 
ment and beauty of illustration, that on the platforms of the Home, Foreign, 
your attention is gained at the outset, Irish, and Colonial Missionary Socie
and preserved unbroken till the close, ties; the Sunday-school Union, and 
no matter what may be the special the Anti-State-Church Association,
subject in hand. His reasoning is ge- undertaking for the latter, we believe, 
nerally pointed and conclusive, and some years since, a provincial tour; 
his appeals to the conscience are full and thus following the example of his 
of melting tenderness. He has but venerable associate Dr. Cox. Mr. Kat
little action in the pulpit-only a sim- terns has not issued much from the 
ple elevation of the hand, after the press; but that which he has given to 
manner of Robert Hall, when he the public through this medium is of 
seeks to give special emphasis to sterling quality. The goodly volume 
some particular statement of the of 500 octavo pages, comprising two
trnth. The tone of the preacher's and-twenty Miscellaneous Sermons, 
voice, however, is such as not to re- issued by Mr. Snow, in I 852, takes 
quire much assistance in order to give rank with the very best works of its 
force to its utterance. It is not re- class, and places its author on a level 
markably full or sonorous, but it is with the.most accomplished preachers 
musical and perauasive in more than of the day. In the year previous, o. 
au ordinary degree. Mr. Katterns' series of some half-dozen very supe
appearance, moreover, is peculiarly rior articles on Passages in the Life 
solemn and thoughtful, and impresses of Christ, ,vhich appeared in a. lead
you at once with the conviction that ing review, were from his gifted 
his most cherished and delightful pen ; but beside th<,se, and the able 
honrs are those spent in secret com- discourse delivered on the occasion 
munion with the Father of Spirits, of the death of Dr. Cox, we a.re not 
and in pondering over the recorded aware that he has published anything. 
wisdom of the mighty dead. It may If his valuable life shall be spared, 
be added, that Mr. Katterns is rather however, . there can be little doubt 
.small in body, pale in the face, has that ho will still further enrich the 
heavy eye-brows, which give a. some- litera&ure of religion, and in a variety 
what sunken appearance to a pair of of ways prove a g1·ea.t .blessing to the 
piercing dark eyes, and a head of hair church of Christ. Like Mr. Stovel, 
as black as the raven's wing, cut short Mr. Katterns is unmo.rded, and de
and brushed behind the ears. But rives much consolation from the fra
while evidently a student, Mr. J(at- grant fumes of the American weed. 
terns is also a rnan of action, and 

MONTHLY SUMMARY. 
SINCE giving our last Summary of Public after 01.)taining same partial successes, has 
Affairs, the magnitude of the evils attendant sustained a severe check before Sebasto
upon the present war with Russia has been pol, by the Jose of hundreds of brave men, 
most fearruuy:demonstrated. It appears that including several distinguisl1ed officers. 
Jt ba:, already cost millions of money and Lord Raglan, prostrated by incessant 
nearly half a million of our fellow~rcatures fatigue, which predisposed his syste~ _for 
have fa~Jen victims to this great scourge of an altack of cholera, has fallen its ·v1ctnn. 
humanity. Very recently the allied army, In the Baltic, the fortresses of the enelDY 
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defy any assault which the allied fleets are requested to hold his peace principles in 
capable of making upon them. The Rus- abeyance, and retain his place in the Mini$
sians at Hango have fired into a boat carry- try. Lord John followed his natural in
ing a flag of truce and several Russian pri- stmct, and tenaciously held on to the ho
soners, who were about being landed on nours and emoluments of office, adopting 
their own shores, and several lives were for the time being the war policy of his col
lost. At home, Lord John Russell has leagues, and deli'fering a speech more anta
proved himself to be just what for many gonistic to, and condemnatory of, Russian 
years past we have considered him-a mere aggression than others in the Ministry ; his 
state parasite-a sham where true liberty judgment and conscience Crying peace, his 
is concerned, a reality in all matters pureJy personal interests and party preferences 
affecting his own interests, and those of the clamo1,1ring for war. Anticipating Sir E. 
clique of which he was the distinguished B. Lytton's motion upon his diplomatic 
head. His diplomatic course, like the war course, to save his party, he again resigned 
itself, bas been a most disastrous blunder. official connection with the Ministry, and 
It turns out that his lordship, who was sent thus sacrificed himself. He is now, as a 
to Vienna for the purpose of inducing the statesman, defunct, without the slightest 
Austrian government to join the Allies in probability of ever being resuscitated. The 
the war against Russia, returned to England idol of the Banner and the Patriot ha~ for 
a convert to the Austrian policy of accepting ever fallen. Lord Shaftesbury, on the Free
the terms offered by Russia, which, pledged dom of Religious Worship Bill, ha~ been 
that power to limitiog her maritime force in delivering to the Puseyite peers and bishops 
the Black Sea. It now appears, from the a wholesome castiiration, the severity and 
answer extorted from bis lord ship by Mr. justice of which will not be very soon for
Gibson, that be had for the last three months gotten. The Church Rate Abolition Bill of 
kept his convictions secret from all but his Sir ,vnliam Clay is not likely to pass this 
colleagues in the Cabinet, by whom he was Seu.ion. 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
MINISTERIAL CHANGES. i 

Big_qleswnde, Beds.-The Rev. P. Griffiths, of 
Romsey, Hants, has accepted the pas
torate of the first Baptist church in this 
town. 

Lee High-road, Blackhenlh.-The Rev. R.H. 
Marten, B.A., late of Abingdon, has nc
cepted the pastorate-of the Baptist church. 

ASSOCIATION SER \'ICES. 
A119l,1ea Association.-The Annual Meet

inss were held June 26th nnd 29th. On the 
former dny, after holdin!f a conference, 
the preachers were the Revs. H. ,v. 
Hughes and J. Jones. On the following 
dny, the serTices were conducted by tht: 
Re\'S. Messrs. Owen, Jones, Pritchard, 
Dn\'ies1 an<l Price. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
J-:,,,-1,!I, York,hirt.-On July l0th.-Of the 

ltcv. J. It. Ryland, the Rev. N. Walton, 
of CowJin~ Hill, offered the recognition 
11rnyer. The Rev. T. Bennett addressed 
the pnstor from 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17. In the 
afternoon, the Rev: T. H1mson, of Ha
worth, delivered an address on the l\lis
i,.ion of the Church. In the evening, a 
TiUblic meeting wns held, and addres~ed 
11Y the Revs. MeHrs. Bennett, Walton, 
Hanson, Rowson, and Brown, of Horton 
Collese. 

GrMt Mi1&e11den, Buck,.-June 12th.-Of 
lhe Rev. C. W. Skemp, late of Twick
enham, to the paatorate of the Baptist 
c·h\uch. In the afternoon, the e.ervice was 
tom,:nenced by the Rev. J. T. Bartram 
read1n~ the Scripture• and praying. The 
Rev. U. Plerige, of High Wycombe, deli-

vered the introductory discourse; the 
Rev. W. Payne, or Chesham, offered the 
recognition prayer; and the Rev. Dr. 
Angus delivered the charge to the pastor. 
Jn the evening, arter reading the Scriptures 
and prayer by the Rev. J. Haydon (Ind.), 
of High Wycombe, the Rev. W. Howeison, 
of Walworth, addressed the church ; nnd 
the Rev. W. A. Salter, of Amershnm, 
the congregation. Detween the services, 
upwards of 200 penons partook or tea 
refreshments, provided by the ladies of 
the congregation. ,ve rejoice that onr 
good friends at Great Missenden are 
ngain favoured with "times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord." 

Jfr,allat,ds Bo.swortl,.-June Jfth.-Of the 
Rev. A. lbberaon, late of Chesterton, Cam
bridgeshire, to the pnstcr.n.te. In the after
noon, a sermon was preached by the Rev. 
T. Lomns, of Leicester, from Acts xiv. Ii; 
the Rev. S. Evans, of Arnsby, pnyed. 
In the evening a public meeting wns held, 
over wh!ch U. Hanis, Esq., mnyor of 
Leicester, presided. Prayer '""s offerec.J l:iy 
the Rev. T. Morgnn, of Theddingworlh; 
and addresses delivered by the Revs. G. 
Mlall, of Ullesthorpc i S. Evans, of Arns
by; T. T. Gough, of Clipstone; J. P. 
Munrell, or Leicester, and several others. 
Liberal collections were made towards 
liquidating the debt incurred in theTerent 
repairs and Improvements of the chapel. 

Saffron Walden.-On July 4th.-Of Rev. D. 
Wilson, formerly of Hull, anc.l more re~ 
cently of Downham Market. The Rev. 
Mr- Newlon (Ind.), or BumS1end, prayed.· 
Rev. J. ·Foreman, of London, delivered 
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the introductory discourse, and proposed 
the usual questions. In the afternoon, 1 
the Rev. G. Murrell,ofSt Neots, Hunts., 1 
delivered the charge to the pastor; and in I' 

the evening, Mr. Foreman preached to the 
church and congregation. , 

PRESENTATION SERVICES. I 
London, Blandford-street.-1'he members of I 

tl1e church and congregation have pre- ; 
sented their pastor, the Rev. \V. B. Bowes, \ 
with a purse of forty sovereigns, on his , 
completing the twentieth year of his pas- ' 
torate. , 

lfeu:castle-on-Tgne, Berv:ick-slreel. - June : 
Hth.-The young people of the congre~a- , 
tion, through Mr. R. Armstrong, presented i 
their beloved pa.tor, the Rev. T. Potten
ger, with a handsome electro-plated tea
service and a moderator lamp, which was 
most feelingly acknowledged by Mr. Pot, 
tenger. 

Street, Somersetsl,ire.-July lOth.-A Meet
ing was held, when the Rev. Mr. Little, 
the respected pastor of the Baptist church, 
took his leave of the people of his charge, 
previous to bis emlJarking for America; 
on which occasion, the Rev. J. Morton, of, 
Langport, who had been upon fraternal ; 
terms with Mr. Little for a quarter of a 1 

century, presented the retiring pastor with 
twenty sovereigns, as an a1fectiouate token 
of the esteem of the church and congrega
tion over which Mr. Little had pres~ded 
twenty-nine years. Addresses were deli
vered by Messrs. Da\'iS, of ,vells; Paul, 
of Langport; Gould, of Charlton; J cfferys, 
of East Dereham; \Vithers., uf Street, and 
Mr.Kell)'. 

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS. 
Illockley.-The Rev. E. Hull has comp!eted 

his engagemeuts with the Baptist church 
in this place, and now resides at Gro\'e
villas, Loughborough-road, Brixton, 11ec1.r 
London. 

RedTuth, Cornwall.-'fhe fi(::V. John Evan-. 
has been compelled through ill-health to 
re~ign the i,iascorate of tht! Daptist church 
ir, tliis town. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
The Annual Tea .Meeting 1,f ll1e Aged Pil-

grims' Frieud Sodety was heh.J under a spa
c.ioos marqute, in t11e gro11nds of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Asylum, Caruberwell, on the after
noon of July 12th. At the Public Meeting 
in tlle evening, George Moore, Esq., in the 
.::hair, aft.er 11rayer by the Rev. W. P. 
Tiddy, of Camberwell, the chairman de
livered a vc:ry eloquent opening S)Jeerh, 
during which heexhibitt?d the 1in,t lleport 
of the Society, consisting of only two 
leaves, and referred to tht! succt-Sb with 
which God had crowned their endeavours to 
do good to the aged and infirm members ol 
the u llou~ehohl of faith." Mr. J. Dox, 
the secrt::tary, read a short account of re
cent proceedings. Addresses were ,:ellver
td by l\lr. G. BowerH, an aged pilgrim, and 
a U<:nfficiair-= of the Society from Eynsfonl, 

Kent: the plain, homely, nnd warm
hearted statements of this veteran, whose 
years number eighty-six, and who for 
half a century has proclaimed the Gospel 
in Kent, contribuled greatly to the interest 
of the meeting; also by the Rev. J. 
'Whittemore, of Eynsford, Kent; Rev. c. 
Woollacott, of Little Wild-street; Rev. Mr. 
Doudeny, from Ireland; Rev. W. P. Tiddy ; 
S. K. Dland, of Cheshuntj Mr. Jackson, 
secretary; and R. Kenneth, Esq.,the trea
surer; Mr. Balch concluded by prayer. It 
-was stated at the Meeting that the Com
mittee propose erectin~ several additional 
almshouses. We heartily bid them God 
s1>eed ! 

OPENING OF CHAPELS. 
Oogges/J,all, Esse:r, June 27tli.-A new, ~le

gant, and commodious chapel was opened, 
when sermons were preached by the Rev. 
C. H. Spurgeon, of New Park-steet, and 
C. W. Banks, of Unicorn-yard, Southwark. 

Great Missenden.-On June 12th, the Bap
tist chapel in this village, which had under
gone considerable- repairs and improve
ments, was re-opt'ned, on which occasion 
the recognition services of Brother Skemp 
were conducted in manner previously 
stated. The collections which were made 
on the occasion were most liberal. 

Hackney, Jlfore-street.-On July 18th, the 
foundation-stone of a new Baptist chapel 
was laid (the old place of worship having 
been destn..1yed by tire last August). The 
day was most auspicious, arid a large and 
reRpectable company were present, includ
ing several ministers. Dr. Haby read the 
first hymn, and the Rev. W. Kirkus LL.D., 
read portions of the Psalms, and Haggai 
i. and ii. Rev. J. Viney read the second 
hymn, and the Rev. J. Gaml>le prayed; 
after which the Rev. D. Katterns, the 
esteemed pastor, delivered an appropriate 
addrei-s, at the conclusion of which J. J. 
Huntley, Esq., senior deacon, 1,resented 
Sir S. Morton Peto, Bart. with a massi,·e 
silver trowel, who at once proceeded to the 
laying ol'the stone. The honourable baro
net then addressed the assembled multi• 
tude in an appropriate and telling speech, 
arter which 400 periwns Silt down to tea. 
A public meetin~ 1,1,•as held in the evening, 
nt which the Rev. D. Katterns presided. 

Langham, Rutlancl.-The chapel recently 
erected in this place, us n village station 
of the Baptist church nt Oakhnm, was 
opened for Divine worship on 1'hursda)', 
June 2ht, nnd J"ollowi11g days. Three 
sermons were preachetl by the Hon. an<l 
llev. llaptist Noel on Thursday and Fri
day i the Rev. J. Jenkinson preached on 
Sunday afternoon, and the Hev. J. T, 
Brown, of Northampton, in the e\'ening. 
Prayer was offered on Thursday by the 
ltevs. J. Green, T. Gammldge, T. Lomns, 
an<l ll. W. Noel. A pul>Hc meeting(over 
,Vhich Richard Harris, Esq., Mayor of 
Leicester, presided) was held on Thursday 
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evening, and was addressed by the Chair Bramrston, Northampto,uhire, April 29th.-
man, and also by the Rev. T. Lomas, or Two by Mr. Smith. 
Leicester; the Rev. J. N. Robjohna (ln- Bridgend, Glamorga111l,ire, June 3rd.-Two 
dependent), of Wymondham; tile Rev. by lllr, Williams . 
.R. Broomfield (Wesleyan), of Oakham; Bro,eleg Old. Chapel, May 201h.-Five by ~lr. 
and others. A second public meeting was Yale. 
held on Friday evening, atwbictl addresses Brou_qll, Weslmortla,,d, May 20th.-Oue. 
were deli~ered by the Rev. J. Jenkinson Castle Doninglon, June 3rd.-Six by )Ir. St(!
(Chairman), the Rev. J. Salisbury, ,the I venson. 
Rev. T. M. Thorpe, the Rev. J. T. Brown, Chalford, Gloucestershire, May,27th,-T\\ o by 
and Messrs. ls lip and Haynes. A bazaar Mr. Ayers. 
Jn aid of the Building Fund was opened Cheahunt, Hert,, July J6th,-Three hf )lr. 
on Tlrnrsday and Friday, and public tea Beaven. 
provided on both those days. The ser- .Dei,onport,Morrice-square,May20th.-Three 
lices were held in a large tent, erected by Mr. Overbury. 
near the chapel. They were all nume- Diss, Norfolk, May 27,h.-Three. 
rously attended, and deeply interesting. Earby, Yorkshire, June 3rd.-Four by ?.fr. 
To the credit of the voluntary principle, Ryland. 
the total receipts exceeded 1451 .. in addi- Ford, Bucks, June 3rd.-Two by Mr. Hood. 
tion to nearly 1501. pre\·iously contri- Hul;Ja:r, Pelton-lanP., May 24th.-Two. 
buted. Haddenham, Bucks, May 15th.-Seve11. 

Lo11don, (,'ommercial•street, Whilechapel.- Hate!,,, near Taunlon, June 3rd.-Two by 
A new Baptist chapel, connected with the Mr. Teall. 
rhurch and congregation assembling in Hitchen, Herls, ?lolay 27th, -Six by :Mr. 
Little Prescott-atreet for the last twl:'nty- Broad. 
:five years, under the pastoral care of the Hull, George-street, June 3rd.-Two by Mr. 
Rev. C. Stovel, was openerl for Divine Hall. 
wor,hip on July I Ith. It will seat 1,000 lpswiclt, Bellmda, Mny 27th.-Five by Mr. 
pt"rsons, and was erected at a cost of Poock. 
l0.0001., of which only 2,000!. remain un- K ir,gsbridge, May Sth.-Five. 
paid. The Rev. Spencer Murch com- Lil'erpool, ,'itaulwpe-street, June 17th.-Fivc 
menccd the services by reading the 24th by Mr. Hugl1es. 
Psalm, and prayer. After a hymn, Dr. Llanelly, Sio11 Chapel, June ]0th.-Etght by 
Hoby read the 68th Psalm, and also Mr. Morgan. 
prayed; the llev. W. Landels preached --- lJetliel, June 3rd. -Two by Mr. 
from Jude, the 3rd verse--" the common Hughes. 
salvation,"-and the Rev. S. Brawn, of London,- Salem Chapel, Lowe~ lslingto11, 
Longhton, E~sex., concluded the morning Scotch llaptists; (at Cross-street Chapel, 
s~rvice by prayer. 1'he Jriends then par- Islington, lent for the occasion), July 18th. 
took of a cold col1ation in the new schuol -Four by Mr. Dunning. 
!ooms. In the afternoon, a public meet- --- Eldon-1ilreet, May 29th.-Onc by 
Jng was held, at which Sir S. Morton Peto, Mr. \\' llliams. 
Bart., presided. After an eXt'ellent speech North Curreg, Somerset, May 20th.-Flvc by 
bom t\1e Chairman, Mr. Stovel delivered Mr. Chapvell, or Isle Abbotts, for .t\1r. 
a very interesting atldresa, in which he Serle1 the paator, who was unwell. 
f:'Taphically stated ma.py historical facts Oakham, Mny 6th.-F1ve by Mr. Jenkin!'-011. 
and reminiscencett connected with the \Ve regret that notice of this was mlslnid 
former place of wor!lhip. The He .... W. o.t the time. 
llrnck, l\lr. Alderman \Vire, nnd Dr. O.swaldttuiatle, May 2Bth.-Three by l\lr. 
~loby, also brieUy nlldreued the l\Jeet- llnrbottle. 
mg. In the e,·ening, the Rev. J. Spence, Pnide-y (N. ll.), Sturfr-slreel, )fay 20Lh.-
A.M., minister of the Poultry Chapel, 'l'hrel! by Mr. Wallace. 
preached from I Cor. iv. 20. The pulpit Poplar, uear London, July 22ud.-Four by 
is the one in which the venerable Abra- A-Jr. Preece. 
11am Booth stood. The table pew is very Riddi119s, Derb!J, May 6th.-One by Mr. 
properly elevnte<l, beneath which is the Davies. 
b;q11hitry. hulJie-rham, Mny 6th.-One by Mr. D}·fioll. 

llAPTI~MS. ~uttun-i1t·tlu-Etma1 Leicesler,hire, May 2ith. 
4udlc111, C/,e.sJ,ire, April 26th.-Three by Mr. -One by Mr. Gough. 

Ncedll.im. Twer/o11, mar Ball,, May Gth.-Eight by l\.'lr . 
..4,H~rlun, Devon, Me.y 2Uth.-One, the Rev, E. Clarke. 

J. Clare, formerly putor of the lndept!lld- Yeli,ivot:I, l'armartJ,e111hire, May 27th. -
.lJ tnt church, lluckfastleigb, by l\Ir. Dove. Se\lenteen by l\lr. J. D. Thomas. 

'! 11 61try, Mny 2nd.-Six b1. Mr. Henderson. Wheeluck Heath, Cheshire, June 3rd.-l'~rcc 
llirchcliffe, l'orkshire, April 19th.-Thlrteen by Mr. Pedley . 

. by 1lr. Lockwood. Wirkluwrll,, June lith.-Six by Mr. Yates. 
Ihr·mi!lgltttm, Htneage-slreet June 3rd.-SiI ll'gke11, Warw1Cktldr,·, June 17th. -Three 

hy Mr. Taylor. ' by Mr. Sargent; making twenty clurlng 
lJJs;{:~•utcr, S11rrey, May J3th.-Two by l\lr. the three years' pastorate of Mr. S. in this 

\ i!la;'.C. 
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DEATHS. 
Buckingl1am, :r. Silk, E,q., the Oriental 

tra\·eller, fom1erly'M.P. for Sheffield, and 
President of the London Temperance 
League, June 30th, aged 60. 

Carey, Rev. Eustace, suddenly, from apo
plexy, at his residence, Eastcott-place, 
Camden-town, July 19th, aged 64. Mr. C. 
had been for several years a missionary in 
India, and for the last thirty years the elo
quent and successful home advocate of the 
missionaryenteriuise. He had preached on 
the preceding Sabbath, and was present at 
the 111.ying of the foundation stone of the 
new chapel, Hackney. 

Crowe, Louisa, eldest daughter of the Rev. 
,v. Crowe, Baptist minister, Worcester, 
.Tune 25th, of consumption, aged 2,J. 

Dove, Rev. W.,June 19th, at Fairfield, near 
Thornbury, aged 65. 

Kingsford, Rev. John, June 15th, in 
the 85th year of his age, for nearly thirty 
years the beloved and devoted pastor of 
the Baptist church meeting in Mid way
place, Lower-road, Deptford, and for up
wards of sixty-seven years a faithful and 
laborious minister of the Gospel. 

Tanner, Mr. G., July 10th, at Chippenham. 
Mr. T. had been upwards of forty years 
deacon of the Baptist chapel, and super
intendent of the Sunday-school. 

Thomas, Mr. T., youngest son of the Rev. 
T. Thomas, Newcastle Emlyn, Caermar
thenshire~ June 15th, aged 26 . 

PRIVATE THOUGHTS FOR QUIET MOMENTS. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "THE MIND AND WORDS OF JESUS." 

l. The ftoods of sorrow and afllic-' Christ, which -is far better," Phil i. 
tio:.i may be deep, but the everlasting 23. Better indeed ! if so the will of 
arms are deeper still. The infinite God b~. Away from sorrow, suffering, 
necessities of man are surpassed by sin. I desire to have no trust in a 
the in.finite help, and succour, and dying hour, but in a dying, ever-living 
comforts of God. When He gives, it Saviour !· Christ, and Christ only, is 
is "exceeding abundantly above all in me "the hope of glory." 
that we can ask or thiuk." 7. "I know their sorrows," Exod. 

2. "The Lord will provide ! " He iii. 7. Jesus speaks here ! He knows 
will be a Father to the fatherless, and my sorrows, for He has felt them! 
a Husband to the widow ! He is a Am I, now suffering pain, bowed 
wi.se provider-a kind provider-a down- with bodily weakness, or ha
,·i.ch provider. With Him as their rassed with anticipatecl trial 1-let 
friend and portion they need no other. me think of Him who with tender 

3. Ble;,sed hope ! beyond this sin• sensitiveness can ei1ter an,l does enter 
stricken, woe-worn world, there is a into every pang that rerids the·heart ! 
heaven of "righteousness." It is 8. Every cup is put into our hands 
secured to me by the promise of a by Goel. He ho.~ some gracious end 
God that cannot lie. Am I "look. in mingling it. How soothing to 
ing" for it-am I 1·ea,dy for it? cherish the Saviour's spirit of meek 

4. What a mournful reflection would submission! He is "rny Fntl,er." 
it be were there no God I-were all That wo,·w,may well lull every mis
that is now befalling us the result of giving and fear ! .. 
accident and chance I But there is • 9. "Thci Lord roigneth," Paa. xcv11. 
nne on high ruling among the nntions, 1. Sublime thought ! The reins of 
who "judgeth righteous judgment:" universal government in God's hand. 
"The Lord reigneth, let the earth be All that befalls me decree,! by Him. 
glad!" "Man proposeth; but God disposeth." 

5. Two thinga I greatly need. "Shall not tho Judge of nil the earth 
St,-ength to bear and to suffer; peace do rigb t? " 
in the midst of much to cause un- 10. There is no grcatei· argument 
easiness and pain. God promises for ti-ustiug in God for the future, 
both; He gives grace equal to the than remembering His kindness and 
hour of trial. «As thy day is, so shall faithfulness In the past. "Thou hWJf 
thy strength be." been my help; leave me not, n?itl1,~•· 

6. '' To depart and to be with I forsake me, 0 God ot' my se1!vat10u. 
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THE SAVIOUR'S SUPERVISION OF THE CHURCHES. 
BY A KENTISH PASTOR. 

u Thus saith He Lbat holdeth the seven stars in His right band, who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks: I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 

atience, and how thou canst not bear tbem which are evil: and thou b&St tried them 
ibich say they are apostles and are not, and hast found them liars. And hast borne, and 
bast' patience, and for my Name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. Nevertheless, 
1 have somewhat against tbee."-REv, ii. 1-4. 

HERE are four interesting facts, which it is desirable and important 
attentively to notice: . 

I.-That the Lord Jesus Christ takes a special, and paniC1Jlar interest 
in the affairs of His churches.-The churches everywhere and in all 
ages existent, and however sectionally or denominationally divided or 
distinguished, are claimed by the Saviour as His own peculiar pro
perty: their several members were chosen in Him, and given to Him 
by the Divine Father in everlasting covenant, and redeemed by His 
own voluntary sacrifice ; for " Christ loved the church, and gave Him
self for it." "I have," He says, "redeemed thee; thou art mine." And 
He has taken possession of their hearts by the quickening, renewing, 
and sanctifying grace of his Holy Spirit. "This people," said He," µave 
I formed for myself, and they shall show forth my praise." All that 
relates to their present and everlasting welfare is placed under His 
superintendence, for of Him it was said, " they shall hang upon Him 
all the glory of His Father's house." Their most sacred interests 
are vested in His hand; wherefore He is constituted " Head over all 
things to His church." All power is given to Him in heaven and in 
earth, "that He should ?.ive eternal life to as many as God hath 
given Him." "The Lords people is His portion; Jacob is the lot 
of His inheritance." Nor is He unmindful of His inheritance, nor 
of the trust committed to His care. When it was expedient for the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls to leave His flock on earth, and 
personally to depart to take the superintendence of their concerns, 
and to wield the sceptre of universal sovereignty in their behalf, 
He left as a legacy to the living members of His visible church a 
promise of favouring them with constant, special, and perpetual mani
festations of His gracious presence: "Lo, I am with you al way, 
even to the end of the world." And now, having ascended up into 
heaven, and tn.ken His session at the right-hand of the majesty on 
high, He had not forgotten His pledge and promise, but had granted 
t1:1e churches many and frequent seasons of refreshing from His all
vivifying presence. Witness the numerous conversions, the internal 
harmony, the holiness, the comfort, the zeal, and the prosperity with 
which He favoured them. 
. Thus was the promise of His powerful, because spiritual, presence 
Ill the church fulfilled. And when the canon of Scripture was about 
to be sealed, before scarcely a generation of His disciples had passed 
from their militant to their triumphant state, He, by these symbolic 
declarations, renewed the gracious assurance to these several churches, 
the benefit of which are vouchsafed to the churches now. He speaks 
to us as He spake when on earth to His own disciples : "Where two 
or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst 
of them." 
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; iS ''!'BE" B~O'll'R's SUPERVlSlON OF' THE CIIURCBES. 

In t~e words at the h~d. of this paper, He is referred ~o as having 
the e'ntm~ past~ral superv!s1on of ~1~ ch~rches, and as bemg specially 
and personally interested m all the1r·affa.trs. To assure us of this He 
employs these singularly appropriate symbols. He represents Him
l!elf as holding the stars (which are the angels or ministers of the 
churches, eha.p. i. 20) in His right hand, hereby intimating that His 
ministers are under· His care and protection ; teaching them what. is 
their appointed office and work, as well as instructing the chW'ches how 
the:r are· to· regard llhe ministry of the Gospel; reminding both pastors 
and people, that what the stars are in the material system, that 0hriat's 

' ministers -are' to be· in· the spiritual economy. As· the Creator placed 
the stellar worldS' in theit respective orbits, so mini!lters are to be in 
the spheres ini which Providence-has placed them; 'their light is to 
shine befO!'e ·men; and having'in themselves 'no inherent light, they 
are to reflect up@n a dark,· benighted· world, the light· which they 
receive from 'Hiruself_;.the great-'lumlnary of salvation. 

As to' their position. 1 The- whole • of the. stars being in His right 
hand, it· shO'lild· be obsened, that whatever difference may exist as to 
their talents and· statfon, ·howe~er one star in· the moral hemisphere 
may differ from ooollher star 'in gl6ry, , they are- ltiike regarded "by 
·Him, each being as near to Hi.s,heart as the other. • •He countenances 
nothing like • precedenee • <>r superiority in the •ministerial office. ' In 
·His sight all these'idistine'tions a:re of secondary and trifling import
ance; aU are~quailly in&ibted to·Him for the light they emit; ·all·are 
alike· insufficient of' themselves, a.i:J.d all are equally precibus· in His 
sight. N~r is,it III small mercythat ·mirusters of the Gospel a:re in the 
sustaining-and upholding hmnds-cif Christ l by Him they are supportlld, 
aupplied, direeted,', and preserved;' and nO!J.e 'can· pluck them cJut ~of 
His hand. 

Observe al.so· the ·interesting and important official situation which 
:ne fills ·in ,His -seve:Pal chutches. 'lie is represented as walking 
among the· seven golden candlesticks-a situation indicating that He 
is ever present with His churcheS', actively engaged in promoting 
their spiritual prosperity,- watching the progress of His own work, 
-and observing all that· transpires in these spiritual and hallowed 
associations. He is in the midst of' them, scattering on every hand 
the blessings of His grace. His eye, His heart and hand, are thus 
ever with His people. ¥ea, dear brethren, pastors and people-the 
churches to which we severally belong· still realize that He is in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks. • He is in our midst, as the sun is in 
the solar systeill--'-the source of all our light and vitality ; and as a 
fountain 'llllsealed·in the midst of these gardens of the Lord. .As the 
Shepherd of our souls, He is minutely investigating all our proceed
ings. May we, therefore, ever keep our eye on the fact, that t~e 
Lord Jesus Christ takes a special' ·interest in' the affairs of all ms 
churches. 

ll.-The Saviour pwsesses a perfecl knowledge of the state of Bis 
churc~.-As under shepherds, all pastors of chutches feel it to be 
imperatively binding upon them to endeavour to ascertain the stnte 
of their parLicular and respective flocks. And sometimes they may 
venture to hazard a• conjectW'e respecting the state of their own 
charges, and also of the chW'ches within the range of their personal 
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obse!l'V.a.tio11. tl'hey.~, howev~, through ~norance OT: F!rejudice,liable 
.to.err in. the conch1111ons at.which they arnve. Bat this can never be 
the case with Him ,who has taken His station in the midst ,0f the 
churches. His "eyes.are as·a,tla.me of fire," and His•knowledge is so 
minate and accurate, beoause infinite, .that it is impossible for Him to 
·udge, other .than righteous judgment. 
J He prefaces ·His,11.ddreeses to the several churches with' this very 
eoleIDD assertion, "I <KNOW THY WORKS." Yes, beloved, He knows 
all, that the ministel!S and members of His churches a.re doing-all 
our-woi,ks-,.the charaoter.ofthem, and the,motives'bywhich we have 
been influenced in performing them. He knows the sta.te of every pro
fessed worshipper, and.the .nature, of· their. service; how frequent or 
irregular is their attendance upon the worship and ordinances of the 
sa.nctua.ry. Hi&.eye·follows us~toa.nd!from the "plaoo of the Holy." 
That eye. is upon , us •in .. Clllr • habitations, a.nd in OIII' intercourse with 
onr fellow-Christiane, and with the w.@fld. 

Oh, brethun ! He,knows how diligent,we are in the uee cf all 
appointed mea.ns,.of grace; how zealons and.,active we are in His 
cause, or ho:w negligent and l.mwarm. H-e. knows whether we are 
spiritually minded and heaYmily, in OID' affections:; or how WlOI'ldly, 
oaroal, and earthly :we have become. He is fully acquainted with 
.a,ll our opportunities for usef'u.:hn698-the ,number ,and natare of 
our privileges, and .w.aellh-er these have been slighted and neg
lected, or valued ,and enjoyed. He,Jaiows the. ,selfishness ,as, :well as 
the disinterestedness hy which our professed allegiance .to Himself 
a.ad His cause have.been characterised, as1Well as thasa-c1ifices we have 
sometimes been• enabled eheer£ully. to make in ,-obeying His injunc
tions-" Deny thyself,, take up· the cross a.nd follow- me." He knows 
the ,amount of our,solicitude, and the methoos we adtJPt for the salva
tion of sinners, as .well as the pungency of onr gi,ief, because they dis
honour Him, a.nd make void,His law. Jn. short, He knows.whether 
we have, in fact, been consecrating our energies,or howml!tch of them, 
tolHis service; or whether ·we have· been· living to ourselves, .and 
seeking our own, and not the things of J eSUB. Christ. 

Let, thw, every minister, every member. of the several., elmrches 
of the Redeemer, lay toi heart the Saviour's soleDllll declar&tion, "I 
know thy works." Professor of the Gospel, thou" saint but.in n!L!De," 
and all unconverted sinners, hearken to what He saithwho searcheth 
th~ hearts o.nd trieth the reins of the children, of meu, and what He 
ea1th respecting thee : "I know thy works." In imagination, ante
date, I beseech yon, that solemn hour when you shall he summoned 
to His bar. Dying in your present state, the moment you shall ap
p~ar before those eyes of, flaming fire, you will be most awfully con
VUJced that the Judge of all ma.nkind has a perfect knowledge of 
Y~ur ~haracter ; and His voice, louder thau ten thousand thunders, 
will pierce your hearts with the solemn declaration, " I· know thy 
works"-" DepaJ.·t from. me, ye workers of iniquity." Let. ns, then, 
Louder in our hearts this second fact, that the Lonl Jesus Christ 

as a most intimate acquaintance with thD state of our severnl 
churches, and of eveey individual member thereof, as well as of 
evo!'Y unconverted hearer and neglecter of the Gospel of his .eaJ
vat1on. 
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III. The Lord Jesus Christ approve& and commen~ whatever ck
votedness to His pei·son, and to the p1·01notion of Bia cause in the world 
he ducovers in H-is churche&.-He, who on earth spake in terms of 
eulogy of the woman whose heart, larger than her resources, prompted 
the sacrifice which a selfish prudence would condemn, but which a 
devoted piety would imitate-" she hath done," said He, "what she 
oould "-and He who declared that a cup of cold water given to a 
disciple in His name, should not lose its reward, will not disdain 
to regard with approving smiles the humble but prayerful and devoted 
efforts made by His churches to promote His glory. Whatever they do 
from love to Him, and in obedience to His will, will not fail of receiving 
His condescending notice and gracious approval. 

This is evident from the tone of these several addresses to the 
Asiatic churches; and as each church had a character peculiar to 
itself, so He placed their particular excellencies in the most favour
able point of view. The members of the church at Ephesus were 
more spiritual and devoted than those of either of the other men
tioned churches ; and for this He highly and graciously co=ends 
them. It was not in vain and unnoticed that they had laboured 
diligently, and had sedulously discharged their relative and social 
duties ; or that they had evinced great patience, constancy, and for
titude under the numerous severe and heavy trials, persecutions, and 
sufferings, which arose out of their profession of His name ; "for 
they endured as seeing Him who is invisible." Nor did the Saviour 
pass by with silent indifference their endeavours to maintain and pre
serve a healthy discipline in the church ; in doing which, He com
mends them for the fidelity and forbearance they had displayed, 
as well as for their patience, which was probably exercised in bear
ing with the infirmities of the weak. Nor does He forget to notice 
and to commend the zeal they manifested for the purity of their prin
cipfes and practice. They could not, neither did they, tolerate evil 
in the church ; but with a sincerity and an impartiality which 
elicited the Saviour's approbation, they protested against all that 
was erroneous in principle, and exhibited as scrupulous a regard for 
propriety of conduct, by visiting with reproof and excision all that 
was contrary to the holiness the Gospel enjoins-by which they had 
been taught individually and collectively to "deny all ungodline~s 
and worldly lust, and to live righteously, soberly, and godly in this 
present world." Let us, therefore, Christian brethren, from this third 
fact remember, that the Saviour is not " unrighteous to forget our 
work of faith and labour of love,'' but that the meanest service done 
unto Him, His cause, and His people, is "an odour of a sweet smell, a 
sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing in His sight." 

IV. There is yet one more interesting fact which deserves our pra~er
ful consideration: That while the Lord Jesus Cltrist observes tlte declensions 
of piety wliicli take place in His cliurc!tes, He reproves t!tem in to?U/8 

of the kindest forbearance and tenderest solicitude.-The compass10n 
which could breathe thoughts of pity over those who had clam_oured 
for His crucifixion, and who could receive again into His affectionate 
bosom the diBciple who had most profanely denied Him, n.nd the othe~ 
who in the hour of His peril most shamefully forsook Him and fie , 
may well excite our wondering admiration. And since then, and at 
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the present time, in how many instances even among ourselves, has He 
been pe1-sonally insulted and dishonoured by the worldly preferences of 
his professed followers. What wonder, then, in reference to the church 
at Ephesus, and in all similar instances, if the thunder of His in
dignant rebuke had filled them with terror and dismay, or that 
there had :flashed from those eyes of flames the lightning of His 
wrath, until they had been utterly consumed! Would it have been 
matter of surprise if the two-edged sword had been plucked from its 
scabbard, and had pierced them through with ma.ny sorrows 1 But 
wonder, 0 heavens ! and be' astonished, 0 earth! instead of this 
we have the slighted, neglected, and forsaken Saviour, remonstrating 
with His backsliding people, whose conduct deserved and demanded 
severe and solemn rebuke ; but with what tenderness and pathos does 
He censure them! How abundantly doth His manner of rebuking 
display the fulness of benevolence and love which, in reference to 
His erring people, ever possesses his heart ! He addresses them not 
with the commination of His insulted holiness and incensed justice, 
bnt with the forbearance and long-suffering of His abused mercy; not 
with the bitterness of an angry bigot, but with all the tenderness 
of a loving parent. This is the accusation, and this the manner in 
which the charge is preferred: "I have somewhat against thee, be
cause thou ha.Rt left thy first love." He seems reluct.ant to make the 
allegation ; for He delights not, as do too many who bear His name, in 
bringing a railing accusation. It is no pleasure to Him that He turn11 
accuser of the brethren. 

Eynaford, Aug. 10th. 

SYMPTOMS OF SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 

11.-THE EYE OF THE SOUL. 

BY THE REV. W. P. BALFERN, OF BOW. 

Aulhor of II Glimpse, of Jesus." 
11 BeJoved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper, and be in health, even u tb, 

soul prospereth.''-3 JoeN i. 2. 

THE EYE, also, is frequently examined by those who are anxious to 
~certain the state of our health. It should be bright and clear ; and 
if our spiritual health is good, our spiritual perceptions will be clear; 
the mind will be kept in peace, stayed upon the Lord ; there will be 
a quiet, subdued joy, which will strengthen and stimulate the soul to 
every duty ; while the evidences of interest in Christ will be 
un_clouded. The wise man says, "Truly light is sweet, and o. pleasant 
thu1g it is for the eyes to behold the sun." It is therefore a sign of 
bad health when the eye cannot bear that which, when the organ is 
healthy, is welcome ; and when those who profess to be followers 
of Christ are afraid to bring their creed and their experience to the 
'!0rd of God, to be tried by it ; cannot look upon some of the declara
tions _of that infallible book with the same pleasure as others; when 
a desire is manifested to have some of its doctrines modified to suit 
some preconceived opinion, or to have certain precepts explained in 
acoordance with some previously-formed hypothesis, more anxiety 
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beingcdisplayed. that this sh,;mld. be· accomplished than to get at, the 
real meemlilg, of the·Hol,y Ghost,; when the· spirrt111.I.' eye is thus 80 
mmk.that the w-0r<Lof _God mUBt:needs he &000111D1odated to it it is a• 
sign that spiritual health is not very prevalent. ' 

When a: kind,of;lmze floats before the eyes1 so that nothing can be 
seen clearly, the health is generally found to be bu.t indifferent • and 
when we continue in compa.mtive darkness -in reference to the truth 
or our own,interest>~h.eirein-eeing n?~hing clearly! making no prO: 
gress----at\en compiammg of our cond1t1on, yet maki11g no efforts for
a.tlvancement.-tbis is· certainly indicative of :a want of spiritual health. 
For tlxragh, when first called· by Divine grace, the mind may move 
?Ji b!1t sl-Owly, and in much darknl;88; yet, if there' is·, spiritual health, 
it will Dl()Ve 0111.wa:rds, nor rest,sat1Sfied short of. that Gospel rest and 
peace which ever stand connected with a; fnll ·assuran:ce of interest in 
Christ. H-ence the Apostle blamed the Hebrew brethren, because 
that, "-when for the time ye ought to be teaehers, ye have need that 
one teaeh yeu a«ain which be the first prineiples of the oracles of God• 
am are· become such as lmve need of ·milk, and, not· strong meat.'~ 
Where, therefore, spiritual health, is present, there will be growth in 
knowledge, OllI' difficulties will be removed ; and from the milk of 
the W8rd, we sha.11 :paBS -0n to the strong meat; and th-e wine of Gospel· 
cousctl.a.tion. Sh:o-uM, the reader's mind be in ,this hazy state, it may• 
he pro:fitable tvobsl!!'V'll ·further; that; as• in reference to the natural, 
eye, thehaze,whicb! seems-to floa.t before it' is often:caused by indi
gestion, arising from the want of proper care in :the mastication of our 
food, so the darkness which covers the mind, in refereBce to the per
ception of many truths of the Gospel, is frequently to be traced to the 
want of a prayerful consideration of those truths. They have not been 
examined in humble dependence upon the teaching of the Holy Ghost; 
the mind has not been willing, it may be, much less solicitous, to 
understand them ; the darkness ·whieh, be-clol!lds the spiritual vision 
has not been brought into contact with the Sun of righteousness, 
whose office it is to scatter it. Too frequently, in reference to those 
difficulties which rob us of our comfort, and impede our spiritual 
growth and decision, we act like the lady who, having a dislike to the 
doctrine of election, when she came to the text, "The election hath 
obtained it, the rest-were blinded," wrote against it, in the margin of 
her Bible, ".A. great mystery; to lJe considered again:" but somehow 
she ever forgot to consider it, and hence perpetually complained of 
her difficulties in reference to the doctrine. Oh, how those prejudices, 
which like ghosts in the regions of theology, frighten so many that 
they cannot eat their spiritual bread, would recede from us, if they 
were but fairly looked at in the face under the influence of that light 
which streams down from heaven upon our path, without money and 
without price ! Many will keep their prejudices, and their theological 
predilections ; and hence, too frequently, they keep also their cow~ 
parative darkness and their bonds. 

As the result of bad health also, some persons generally look at 
things through a certain medium ; the light must be softened and 
stained by certain glasses before it reaches their eyes, or they cannot
well bear it ; and how many are there who, on account of the state of 
their spiritua.l health, can only receive the truth as it is presented 
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through a party-coloured and diatortmg mediUIIJI, or,:throu.gh some 
preconceived notions of their own, .. equaJJy out.-of proportion., ana 
which they de0ID- a.a important as the truth itself. . 

These pef'.SOD.S are .constantly taking u.P. with ,cert.am new ideas, 
they must fo:r the _ti.m,e being_ have a religious hobb,:, and the J>O?-· 
session ,of the last 1B always with them the, .gi-eatest.ev1Clence of their 
superior spirituality. Lik,e as certain persons who having more wealth 
tha.p. wisdolll,c are .ever seeking for something fresh wherewith to em
bellish their houses; so these parties, under the influence of that spirit 
which is everincUcative of want-of.l!J)i.ritual. health, are perpetually 
seeking ~11d. :fincij)lg some new thing for their theological muse.um ; 
and for a time, all their previoualy acquilred stores, howe-ver valuable 
and unique, m\ll'lt be displa.ced, or in ,some, way be Jnade .subservient 
to its glory. And thu,it is tba_t the life of many is. frittered away in 
the pursuit of ,some no:veltieii, while no real.prQgress is made in the 
truth as it is in Jesus, Were spiritual, health• possessed, the mind 
would be cle;msed .. of this vicious tendency ; and .. as, th.e result: of a 
close walk with Christ, and the gracious teaching of the Spirit,.th0l"e 
would be a consciousness of ignorance and self-distmst produced, 
which, with a spiritual perceptioJ;l of the relati:ve imp~ce of cer
tain truths, would keep the mind from being entangled so frequently 
by those things which are of no real service to the soul, but rather 
impede its spiritual growth. 

Where there is spiritual health, then, there will be a growth in 
knowledge. The words of God will grow and expand before the eye 
of the mind in significancy and importance, like bunches of grapes 
upon a healthy and vigorous vine. Just as certain words used in 
society get filled out in their meaning in our perception through the 
actual use we make of them, and the frequency with which we meet 
with them in new connections ; so the words of God being constantly 
used up by us in the various exigencies of a spiritual and healthy life, 
come to have a vital force, power, and meaning in our experieuce, 
which they never otherwise could have had but for such life and use. 
Oh, what a depth of meaning is couched in many .of the simple terms 
made use of in God's word !-a. meaning which eternity .will never 
fully explore. Are we growing into an experimental acquaintance 
with their meaning and power 1 Why do certain profeasors,frequeutly 
turn away from the holy doctrine they once professed to have re
ceivecl, sueering at it as teclmical theology and stereotyped expres
sions 1 Why do they frequently reject the terms made use of by our 
fathers; terms through which they received spiritual nutriment, were 
s1~stained amid the fires of persecution, bore witness to the truth, and 
climbed upwards to the very throne of God 1 And why, iu turning 
from these antiq_ue expression~, as they deem the111, do they fly to 
mere vapid sentimentality, or second rate intellectuality 1 Why 1 
~ecause very frequeutly there being no spiritual life in the soul, there 
is no rea.1 experience to bring out a.nd demonstrate their meauiug and 
worth ; and thus they are parted with as so many unintelligible sym
bols of no value. Thus, as a foreigner, however familiar with certain 
~orris in so1md merely, readily parts with them, because not attach
~g to them any definite meaning, they ca.n be of no service to him 
either in his meutal or civil life ; so the man who is destitute of 
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spiritual health, will frequently part with the words ot Gospel truth 
because the comparative death which prevails in his soul, prevent~ 
their latent meaning and power from being demonstrated in his con
science. We have dwelt longer upon this feature of spiritual health. 
than we intended, on account of the tendency there is in some minds 
to contend for spirituality while they decry the intelligent root upon 
which it grows. If the mind is misty on the great truths of the 
everlasting Gospel, the spirituality will be very evanescent, thouah 
there may be much display. We do not mean to say that we ~e 
bound to express ourselves in precisely the same language as our 
fathers did ; but there are certain terms it will be well for us ever to 
retain until we find better; and it is to be feared that in a period of 
transition we should not only cast away terms, but the things they 
are meant to convey. Where there is spiritual health, then, there 
will be growth in knowledge of the Gospel; hence, says the apostle, 
"And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge, and in all judgment, that ye may approve things that are 
excellent ; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of 
Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, to the praise and glory of God." 

July 4tli. 

THE ELECT ONE. 

BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, OF CHELTENHAM. 

"Behold, mine Elect."-IsAIAB xiii. I. 

Gon had a work to perform that no creature could undertake or per
form. His only-begotten Son undertook that work, and having
undertook it, He so prepared for it, entered upon it, and went through 
with it, that His Father was delighted ; and in the prospect of it 
calls upon all His friends to "Behold His servant, His elect, in whom 
His soul delighteth." Jesus was chosen out from among the people; 
His human nature is part of God's church, one of the people, a portion 
of God's glorious inheritance. We find it profitable to fix the eye, 
and to keep the eye fixed, for a time upon some one view of Jesus ; 
we propose now to behold Him as God's Elect, God's chosen One. 

Election, as an act of God, is eternal. We can have no idea of God 
as an infinite being-of God as revealed in the Scriptures, choosing 
any one in time, or choosing to do anything in time, which He had 
not chosen in eternity. The perfect intellect of God appointed, pe:
ceived,. and arranged in eternity, all that concerns Christ and His 
Church. The members were chosen before the foundation of the 
world, and the Head was chosen too. In the mind of God, Christ and 
His people are one. They were ever viewed as one in reference. to 
their salvation and glorification, Are they chosen 7 It is in Christ. 
Are they predestinated to the adoption of children 1 It is by J es~a 

• Christ. Are they loved with an infinite and an eternal love? It 19 

in Christ. Yes, 
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,. Christ and His members ever slood, 
A glorious mystic Man; 

Loved wiLh Lhe highee;t love or God, 
Before the world began." 

65 

J esns was chosen to be THE HEAD of His body the Church. He repre
sents her before the throne. He presides over all things for her 
good. He lives in every member. He rules over the whole body. 
The life of the Church was in Christ. The beauty of the Church was 
in Christ. He thinks for her. He hears for her. He sees for her. 
He speaks for her. He feels for her. God chose Jesus to be the 
living, life-giving, life-sustaining head of the whole body: This was 
a glorious expression of God's love to His people, and a peculiar 
honour put on His beloved Son. My soul, look to Jesus as thy living 
Head. Look to Him as chosen by His Father to sustain this glorious 
relationship. Rejoice in Him as representing thee before God, 
and managing all things for thee among men. With Jesus as my 
Head, I may well say with Paul, " I know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose." 

Jesus was chosen to OFFICE. The principal office He sustains is 
that of Mediator. He comes between God and man. He represents 
God to us, and represents us to God. He is the medium through 
which God receives from us and co=unicates to us. As Mediator, 
He is our prophet to teach us, our priest to atone for us, and our 
king to rule over us. He fills every office necessary for a sinful 
creature who has to do with a holy God ; and every office necessary 
for a sanctified creature rising up into the enjoyment of God. He 
mediates for us, and is the daysman Job longed for, who can lay His 
hand on both parties. Equal with God, He can treat with God ; in 
the likeness of man, He can treat with men. He can give to God all 
He requires, as the lawgiver and ruler of the universe, for man's sal
vation ; and He can give to man all he needs as poor, sinful, and 
condemned by the righteous law. Glorious Mediator! I bless, I 
praise, I rejoice in Thee; and amidst all my failings, shortcomings, 
and heart-straitenings, take comfort in the thought that 

H Since my Saviour stands between, 
In garments dyed In blood, 

'T is He Instead of me is seen, 
\Vheu I approach to God." 

Jesus was chosen To WORK. To work·for God's glory, and to secure 
the certain salvation of God's people. The work He undertook was 
such n.s no angel's mind could graBp-such as all created beings could 
~ot _perform. He was chosen to produce n righteousness which would 
~ust1fy every sinner who should hear of it, accept of it, and seek to be 
Justified in it. He was elected to offer a sacrifice to God, which would 
expiate all the sins of all the persons He represented. His work was 
to harmonise the Divine perfections, honour the Divine government, 
and reconcile to the Divine character myriads of the human race. He 
was to conquer Satan, obtain the Holy Spirit, purify His people, and 
pr~sent the whole of God's elect before His omniscient eye without 
bpot or wrinkle or any such thing. He had to annihilate the curse, 

ecome the centre of blessing, and bring God and men into the 
closest and happiest union. Blessed Jesus, Thou didst engage to 
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"uffer, and Thou hast fulfilled Thy engagement ; Thou didst engage 
to work, and Thou wilt perfect Thy work to the glory of God Thy 
Father! 

Jesus was chosen to a, PECULIAR, GLOR.Y. He was glorious-as God. 
He is glorious as man. He will be glorious38 God-man for ever and 
ever. His glory as the Head of His church, the glory arising from 
His offices, the glory which, results from His w01Pki and the glory 
reflected on Him by His glorified church, He wae- chosen to receive 
and wear. He has a name above every name. As tb:e Lamb, He is 
in the midst of the throne. Every ey~ • in heaven is fixed, on Him;, 
Every voice in heaven sounds forth His praise. And, by-an:d-by 
every eye of every intelligent-creature will be turned to Him, beholi 
ing His glory either with perfect joy or· indescribable terror. He 
will soon come to be glorified in· His saints, and admired in .all them 
that believe. He will come in His own glory-in His Father's glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him. Glorious thought! "we also shall I 
appear with Him in glory." My scrnl, God calls upon thee to behold 
His Elect, His chosen One, even Jesus! Thou, hast·, beheld and, 
enjoyed the sight, and I charge thee, under all thy sorrows and thy 
sins, under all thy toils and thy trials,- under all thy confilcts and, thy 
conquests, to behold Jesus. Fix thine eye on Him,.and long,as thou 
canst see anything, look, look, look to Jesus, and- "rejoice in His 
dear name!' 

.A1J{J. 2nd, 1855. 

ON RELIGIOUS DESPONDENCY. 

BY. THE' REV, C. H.' SPURGEON, 
.Miru'ster of New Park-street Chapel, SOuthwark. 

EARTH has its "chamber of horrors," where terrible sights are to be wit
nessed.· Among the most dreadful stands-DESPAIR, I can scarcely con• 
ceive a person more to be pitied than the victim of religious despair; and as 
such ·persons are by no means uncommon, the object of the present paper 
will be to benefit them. I may, perhaps, use rough words in handling the 
matter; but be it remembered that I have rough work to do-none other than 
the rending the iron-bound Prometheus of·despair from the rock of his stub
born melancholy. 

I propose to mention, I. The Phases of this Malady. II. To Rouse the 
Patient to his Danger. And; III. To Offer a Cure-for this Disease. . 

I. The Phases of this Disease require our attention. 1. At:times it malll• 
feats itself in dark tlwughts wpon election. The dreary. idea possesses the 
soul, " Suppose I am not elected. Then of what avail will all my prayers 
and strivings be 1" So thoroughly does the unhappy sufferer bow down 
before thia ·supposition, that all activity ceases, and a fearful torpor, ?nly ter
;niuating in perdition, is the frequent consequence. Let such a distressed 
person seek for comfor~ at th'e lips of many modern divines, and they are put 
off with the well-known piece of hackneyed advice, "Don't think about oleo· 
tion ; you have nothing to do with that." In fact, numbers of ministers ~eny 
the doctrine of election altogether; and by this means bring the soul 1Dto 
grea.ter bondage than, before. 'l'he best way is to look the d.i'fficulty in the 
face, and not to cover it with so thin a vaiL It is certain the1-c is an elecb 
people i and it is a)l idle talk to sa;r that this fact does not-~ct 

1

the sinner£ 
when, 1n fact, nothrng can· affect, h= so much. But the wueet manner 0 
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dealing with the poor, tried election-doubter, is to say• "Well, there is an 
elect people, it is :true, and.if you are not one of these, your case ,is desperate; 
but then, have you .any ,reason to conclude you ~.not.elect l Why not as 
well suppose that you are elect 1 You have as much right to, believe yo~elf 
among the chosen. number as any other sinner, has." Instead of saying, 
"Suppose I am not one of the elect," you should say, "Suppose I .ani one 
of the elect." After .all, it is only a supposition,which alarms you. But. you 
tell me that election itself is dreadful to yo1L Let me ask you, tben,,why is 
the fact of an election. so terrible to you 1 Thei:e is .nothing in it really .in
jurious to your interest. Suppose ,you are sick, and d82ll'.8 to enter an hospi
tal . will you be alarmed if you are informed that only a certain number 
eve~ are admitted,, while at the same timt\ you are told that the .number. is 
more than can, be reckoned, and that no instanae has ,ever been, known.of on11 
applicant being refused 1 Would not the circumstance ,that, a,,numbar ill 
guaranteed for the institution induce you to hope tlw,t admisaian,inight aurely 
be yours! If the tried soul understood election, it would not be troubled by 
it. It is not the Bible doctrine which distresses the soul; it is either a dis
tortion of it, or else a false inference from it. Like the woman who declared, 
that if there were, -0nly thr,ee -elect shll. would strive to .be one, methinks 
the ceitainty of the salvation of so many should cheer rather than depress. 
Should the readers of the MEssENGER desire· it, I will in a future paper 
endeavour to show that this glorious doctrine of .election can.,eveµ, oo made 
useful to the sinnel'; instead of dangerous .and distressing. 

2. A second form of this dreadful malady of despair is, the idea of those 
who fancy they have committed the unpai·donable sin. Mlµiy,are th,e.,p~l'BQWI 
I have seen in 'this condition, and woeful h,1,1! been t):l~ir apJ?eai:anc~. Her11 
much caution is required, that we do not increase t\le evil we seek, to 
remove, or produce another disease by the medicine used to heal this, di:l
order. My own mode of dealing has been somewhat ill this f~oµ,: "Wha.t 
is the sin you .have committed which you think unpardonable 1" It wijl 
generally be ·easy to find some scripture saint who ,did the same, and who 
yet is undoubtedly saved. Perhaps the iQ.dividuiu o))j,ects to, meD.tion the 
precise sin. Your reply must bo: "Well, hun.dreds of di.vi.nes.hn.ve be~ un.
able to discover what this sin is; and who are you ~\lu.t can thus set ,up y9ur 
judgment as infallible 1 None of us are sure that ap.y on,e sin is .the D1¥k.ofl 
one; but here are you, in the arrogance of your desp/ili:, p,i:9.(e~sing to ,be wise, 
above what is written, and destroying your own soul by a self-con,ceit,of wis
dom." The reply will then. be, " But I know I have cow.w.i,tte\l it," This 
o~ course would be a conclusive all.'lwer to m11ny an UJ;1taught.religious. elll• 
piric; but the servant of the Lord will be a.hie to reply,even ,to thi~,.an.d m,'ly 
find n sufficient nnswer here : " Which do you considijr to hn.ve the most 
authority-your knowledge, or God's word. Surely you are not,so pNU,;l ll,jl 

to set your own thoughts before the inspired utterances o.(reve!atipn.1 Mark, 
then, nnd judge whioh is correct. You. say, 'If I come to Jesus, He wil,l rejec~ 
m~ because I have sinned beyond the rench of mercy,;' tltc Word of God 
snitb, 'Whosoever cometh unto me, I will in nowise cast out.' Sh~ll !,give 
precedence to your aBSertion as being more truthful tho.11 insp,imtion ! 
Surely not.'' But the respouse is, "But, sir, there is a BUI unto deat~ Nld 
therefore there must be some who cannot receive mercy," 

To this also we can find a simple reply. Here are two truths: one is, "he 
that believeth shall be saved;" the other is, "there, is n ain ~ito death." 
~ ow, these cannot clash with each other, but mu~t be ag,i·eed; ao,d the 
simplest method of solving the difficulty is the doctri11e, that all who cow,e 
to Jesus will find forgiveness, but that those who have committed this sin, 
~ever do _come; for they are then given up to harcl1;1e11.B .. of he.aft, and.o,evoi:-

.el a. dcsu-e for the Saviour. 
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If one of these sad persons is now reading the BAPTIBT M:IlSSENGER, let 
me speak to him. You cannot, my friend, have committed this crime if you 
are truly penitent; for final impenitence is its natm·al result. If you were a 
hopeless character, the Spirit would not strive with you. It is not His cus
tom to torture with conviction souls who are irretrievably given up to 
perdition. 

As long as you feel a longing for salvation, you are not drowned in that 
death which follows this desperate sin. Go with full purpose of heart to the 
Lord ; seek grace at His hands, and rest assm·ed you will not come away 
empty; for "Him that seeketh fi.ndeth, and to him that knocketh it shall' 
be opened." 

[Next month Mr. S. hopes to continue this subject at length. He hu 
lately been harassed with multitudinous engagements, and therefore waa 
unable to write more.] 

75, Dover-road, .A.'1111. 23rd. 

THE SYMPATHY OF JESUa 

BY THE REV. OCTAVIUS WINSLOW, D.D. 

'' Por we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our inflrmi~ 
ties; but was in all points tempted like ae we are1 yet without sin."-HBB. iv. 16. 

IT is a marvellous theme-the sympathy of Christ with the present infirmitiea 
and sorrows of His Church ; and it requires no ordinary grasp of faith to 
enter into the mystery, to realize the preciousness of that great truth. One 
co.n easily imagine how strong mll.St have been the conviction, when He was 
on earth, in those around Him, of His union with us in all our present infir
mities. When the spectator beheld Him restoring the blind to sight, the 
deaf to hearing; imparting health and vigour to the invalid, drying the 
mourner's tears, and bringing back joy and gladness to the "wounded and 
broken-hearted," it required no extraordinary effort of faith to realize the 
conviction that Christ was alive to our physical and moral infirmities. But 
now that a thick veil enshrouds Him from our eyes, and we no longer can 
trace His footsteps of benevolence; can no longer see the tear sparkling in 
His eye, and the expressiott of grief on His brow ; can no longer listen to Hie 
gentle tones of sympathy, and feel that still He is "one with us"-embosoms 
himself in our every sorrow, allies himself to all our circumstances, o.nd 
unveils a bosom throbbing with the tenderest sympathy-it demands no 
ordinary faith to grasp that truth, and to realize its sweetness. Yet not lees 
real is it. Do you ask how His humanity, enshrined in glory, co.n throb in 
unison with all the palpitations of your sad hearts 1 That humanity is con
stantly travelling on the wings of His deity-His deity, constantly encircling 
you, knows your every sorrow, knows your every circumstance, knows your 
every exigence, and conveys back to His humanity your exact poaition. That 
humanity returns again to us on the wiugR of His Godhead; and you have 
walking by your side, sitting with you, travelling with you, a kind, gentle, 
sympathising Saviour; "For we have not an High Priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are." These are delightful words; and I doubt not, to o.ll of 
you who, more or less, have te.sted, or yet are tasting, the cup of sorrow, 
these words must be peculiarly appropriate and precious. They, in the first 
place, direct our thoughts to the personal fitness of our Lord Jesus as the 
sympathizing High Priest of His church. . 

It is of great moment, to a full appreciation of this subject, that our faith 
be confirmed in the fact of our Lord's fitness, his perfect fitness, to be ~ 



THE SYMPATHY OF JEBUj. 69 

sympathising High Priest to His church, The gr-eat diatinctive feature of all 
that God does is, not only perfection of wisdom in design, but complete
ness in execution. Of Him, and of Him only, it can be affirmed, "His work 
is perfect." Himself a perfect Being, it necessarily must be that all God 
does is like Himself-perfect. Dislocated as this vast universe is by the fall, 
we can yet trace harmony o! design-appropriateness and fitness in all the 
operations and work_s of H1B_ hand. And the _day is co~g when.He .wi~I 
vindicate the perfection of HIS work, by restonng all things to their pnmi
tive order, unity, and beauty; when from the ashes of this world there shall 
spring forth a new earth, canopied with a "new heaven," in which "shall 
dwell righteousn8811. n 

But in no work of God is this attribute of perfectness and completeness so 
visible as in the salvation of His church. In that, His master-work-that 
wol'k in which He has embarked all His perfection-on which rests His 
entire glory-the wo1·k of saving His church, of bringing His elect people 
from the ruins of the fall, and fitting them for the glory and purity of the 
inheritance of the saints in light-He has demonstrated His glorious attri
bute, aa a God whose work is perfect. 

Now, by providing for His church a source of sympathy, in meeting the 
exigencies of His people by a foUiltain of feeling, of kindness, and compassion, 
that should harmonize with their circumstances, we may expect perfection 
of wisdom, and completeness in the design and in the accomplishment of the 
gracious purpose. Our blessed and adorable Lord is perfectly fitted to be 
what He is here described to be, "An High Priest, touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities." As God, Christ could not enter into our present circum
stances. As God, He could love, compassionate, pity, and succour; but 
sympathy requires something added to it. I do not say something beyond ; 
but Christ's sympathy flows from His union with us. As God, He could 
only be united to us as embosomed in Hie deity; but as Man, He assumed 
our humanity, and became " bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh." As 
God aud man-the perfect God and perfect mo.n-not the deity humanized, 
nor the humanity deified, but both in their distinctiveness, in their separate
ness ; yet, in their myste1·ious union and oneness, ns God mnnifested in the 
fleeh, our Lord Jesus is perfectly adapted to be the High Priest of Hie 
church. • 

But there is yet another state to complete this perfectness. He might 
have been absolutely God, o.e He was; He might have been absolutely man, 
as He was; He might have blended or united these two extremes-the 
finite oud the infinite-in the one person, as Ho did, and yet not be perfectly 
fitted to enter into our present so1Towa. It was necessciry that He should 
be n sufferer. It was necessary that that heart, throbbing with human 
tenderness, should know what grief was. It wns neceaenry that the cup our 
Father mingles for us to drink, should first ho.ve been tasted by Him. It 
was neceeeo.ry tho.t He should tread our every path in· all its windings ; our 
pilgrimage, in nll its vn.rio.tions. It was necessary, in order to be perfectly 
ndapted to embosom Himself in our grief, thnt thnt identicnl grief should 
have chafed His apirit, and clouded His brow. And it is tho mercy, it is the 
glory of the Christian, that he never plo.nts his foot where he mo.y not descry 
the footprint of a sympathising, suffering Saviour, who has trodden that 
path before him. Oh, wonderful truth this ! When your trembling hand 
shall again lift the cup of eo1Tow to your lips, associate the net with this 
thought, "My Lord and Saviour has tasted thie identical cup, and hae left 
the fragrance of Hia lips on its brink." 

But it is necessary that we should give you tho briefest outline of our 
Lord and Saviour as a sufferer, and as adapted to enter into the varied 
Borrows and circumstances of His church. Our Lord was a tried man : " In 
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all ~nts He was tempted" (or tried, aa the word should be rendered,) "like 
as we'are.•• 

Now dweli {OIi a:few .. moments, .my- brethren,; Oil, those words, ,and, may, 
the Holy Ghost, unfold to you something of their power and ,sweetneas ! 

"Jn oJJ, p0inits tried like a.:1 we are." He was tried by poverty. That may. 
not be your trial; perhaps the opposite is. your trial-you are tried by. 
wealth. Ob. ! how little sympathy ,we have with men of riches ; oh! how 
little sympathy ,ve have with those whose circumstances in life plant m11,ny 
a temptation i.D., their· path, to \'l!bich we. are utter at.rangers I But He was 
tried by poverty. Jesus was a poor man; with,all the-wealth of the Jinivel'Se 
at His command, holding in His exchequer all the affluence of all worlds, 
your Lord and Saviour linked Himself with ,poverty'; . He chose a poor man's 
estate; He chose poor parents; He chose a poor place of birth; He chose 
those circum-stances in life which, to the eye of the wo11ldly, were the moat 
mean and UD.promising. Jesus wwi poor! He hath.sanctified poverty_by, 
linking .Himself with, it. No longer, suppose yourselves· degraded in, life., 
because yon are called to "earn your. bread with the.sweat of your brow," 
and to toil on for a mere existence. Oh ! no longer hang yow.·, hep,d with 
shame, or mourn and repine at the dispensatiot!. tha.t has made you poor; 
you are linked with, are identified with,." the. Lord_ of life and I glory." H~, 
knew what it was to gra,pple .with, necessity; to live a. p.eusiouer upou the 
charity of others, whose w-,mts He Hirwielf ·was. supplying. . He,kne.w what, 
it was to shrink from the•chill .of indigent circunastauces. He was III tried ,man. 

He was tried-by an,ungodly world. The. WO!i'ld.w&a against Him; the,. 
world was armed in hostility, to ,Rimi the: world hated ,Him, despised Him, 
and rej~ Him. The moment He. touched our earth, the· eumity of an 
ungodly world arose armed against Him •. 

He was:tried by false frieuda; He klliew, wha.t liea.rtl.ess,, hollow; friend, 
ships were; He klnew how-poor a.lid empty. a,thing v.1as,foud protestatioa 
of attachment aind friendship, a,~rt,from reality.aud,sincerity. Are we tried, 
by false friends 1 are we wounded by mistakeu confidence 1-your. Lord a.nd 
Saviour, kuew what this trial:waa. He was tried·by,,th'e•fickileness of real 
frieuds. He kuew: that human. frieudship was not a perfect thing, sweet;, 
as human frieudship is ; aud deeply as He . panted for it (for ·uo ,heart ever· 
yearued for human sympathy more deeply than the heart of Jesus), yet He 
kuew what it wwi to meet the cold-averted ~ce of chilled affectiou. He 
knew what human, tre11,chery, aud even, what· the:treal:hery • of real frieude 
was: our Lord,aud Sa.vioUr tasted this -0up:of 'huma.n. sorrow, 

He knew what bereavemeut was;o for, by this he, was tried, Do you not, 
think.He felt' the pang of bereavement.enterillglike a sword in~o li_is eo~l· 
wheu He stood bent:over the.grave of IJaza.rUB, when,He bedewed 1t,w1th ~IS 
tears 1 Oh,!, bel~ved, I had well uigh said the most. remarkable, bi.it I will 
say the most touching wordaiu the·Bible,,are just those two," Jesus wept!" 
Who oau read that chapter' without a heart that weeps, .if,not • au eye 1 Oh! 
what a,n unveiling .of tenderoess .f oh ,I what an. e!lthi-bition of the sylllpathy, 
of Jesus was there I And when your heart is riveu aeW1der by bereavewent,. 
when you turu from the grave of oue· clear to your heart, or go to that .grnve 
to weep over one loved, forget not, beloved, "Jesus.•wel,)t ·P' And bec.iuso 
He was a bereaved man, He kuows what it is to en,terinto your sorrow .. 

Our blessed Lord had greater trials than thesll; He Wll,8 spiritually• tl'~ed; 
He knew what spiritual darkness was; He knew what the veiling-of.the ,hgh.t 
of God's countenance was; He knew what it wns to be set.up as·a ma.1·>< for 
the adversary; He knew what it was to be tried; He knew what it was _to 
live a life of faith, in his l<'athel'. There is not & phase iu ·our spititud life 
which our,(\ea.r Radeomer did not experienee. So tha,t wha.tever may be -t~e' 
mental darkneab through which you are wlllking, the suspeusion of God 8 
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IllaDifeeted pNaence;1 thl! witli'drawmen't of the comfort l!Dd comiolaiion: of tha, 
Holy Ghost, the gr~~pling with a!1 ev~r-tempting S~t~n-thinkr. beloved;· 
that in all your spmtual depressions, m .all your spmtual confilcts, your 
Lord and Saviour has gone before you ; and that you cannot take a heart to 
Him oppressed and crushed under a sense of its sinfulness, and oppressed 
and crushed by the darkness that is over your souls, but you will find in 
Jesus a chord that responds to it. Will you tell me that Christ cannot enter 
into your sorrow for sin-the galling, humiliating conviction of backsliding 
and wandering 1 Do you· wonder, as you weep ·at his feet over your declen
sion your way_wardness, your folly, if with that sorrow Christ can sympathise? Why my brother, " Christ bore all your sins ; " Christ was "wounded for 
your ti,i.nsgressions;" and if Christ ,knew what conilact with- sin. ,was;" do you, 
noUhink,that, Christ ,can, enter into your sorrow for sin-the BOl'l'OW that· 
Jays you fow,,at His beloved feet 1 

But there.is,just one more.view of this -part-of.the BUbjact·which we must· 
not pass .over entwely in•silence-that part which- refers-to .the,·holineas-of 
His-sympath:r: "Yet without sin," Let us thank,G0dfor that saving clama 
of the· text; that shield thrown·.around Bis impeccRbilit.y; a truth which in,, 
our days has been fee.rfnlly assailed.;. Let us thank• God for this saving. clausa 
of the text, 0 yet withoui; sin." • . . 

There are two reasons; I, suppose, whyi this clause' is· introdll'()ed 'into the. 
paasage: the first iH,- to stamp the pum.ty of- Christ's sympallhy, It ie,a holy 
sympathy; it is e,. sympathy undimmed, unimpaired;, untainted by sin. The 
deepest, tenderest of human sympathy; is,,the· sympe.thy, the.t'· fiowa from· a· 
heart deeply sanctified. Sin impairs, eDJreebles,- and beclouds all -our moral 
perceptions, and all ,our;moral,senm.bilities, That.heari,CRD· proffer you the 
tenderest sympathy, can: throbmostin unison with, the,hee.rt of Ohl-ist, which 
is most like His, In proportion to your advancement in , sanctification-in, 
propottion to your conformity to the image of Goo, the more you lose· your 
selfishneaa and contractednm;s; and the • more your hee.rt is brought, into 
harmony with the Son of, God; in proportion will be the tenderness, the 
exquisite delicncy· and tendernellB, of• your sympathty-. 

What makes the sympathy of Christ-wha.b·it. is,'!-and no imagination CRD • 
depict it-no language co.n describe• it as it reallyds, Wh&ti makes the sym
pathy of Christ as "an High Priest·of. Hia,church'1 whe.t it is, ia,bece.use He· 
was free from ain. Because, there was no moral taint in•, Christ, Be· wne a 
sympathising "High Priest of Bis church." 

Another reason why this clause. is· here is, to: ,teach·, UB' that. male nnd, 
temptations a.re not of themselves a proof 0£ guilt. Oh, no I. Are you tried t, 
are you tempted ! Do not suppose, my dear· hearer11, .thht necessarily you, 
are siaful because of those trials and• those temptations. Your Lord was 
tempted; your Lord was tried ; yet, He; wus "without •sin:" Xou may pass 
through the deepest trial; you may wade the deepeet, darkest ·eea; you mny, 
drmk tho bitterest cup• of sorrow; you may be asaailed ,bf temptation on· 
ov?ry hand, and yet remember, your. consoience mny be free from a sense oft 
gutlt. Do not superadd to your present·son·ow and·so.dness• the.imnginnry, 
conviotion, that becnuse you, are tried, you ore necessarily sinful. Oh, no I 
those trials, indeod, are sent to free you from·sin; .to purifythe·precious,, 
gold; to mnke you more holy, and ;more like Christ; but you may be severely· 
te~pt~d, and you may be deeply tried, and yet not necesse.rily sinful. Such 
a High Priest" wae tempted who was." holy, hnnnleee, undefiled, nnd 
separate from sin." Blessed truth J Is there one who feels the conviction· 
of his sinfulness, who sees defilement and imperfection traced· in all he does; 
bnd ~l he,offere to God 1 Oh, blessed truth l you can come and .le.y your hnnd 
Y f~th ?n the head of e.n atoning High Priest, in whom there woe no sin; 

and, lD virtue of His sinless sacrifice, plend with God " as a man pleadeth 
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with hie friend," and feel that "the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse you 
from all sin." 

Such, then, is our Lord's fitness to be "a. sympa.thieing High Priest of Hia 
church." 

THE BLIND MENDICANT.• 

BY THE BEV, H. DOWSON, OF BRADFORD, 

"And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by."-LtrKE xviii. 37. 

Tms interesting pa.eea.ge belongs to a. portion of the record of one of those mi
racles which our Lord Jesus Christ performed. These miracles of our blessed 
Lord ha.d three attributes: they were demonstrations; they were unmista.ka.ble 
proofs of His Divine mission a.nd Godhead. The miracles of the Redeemer 
were benignant; they were wrought to confer blessings upon mankind, or to
remove from them calamities. And the miracles of our Lord were emphatic
ally intended to show those spiritual blessings-the blessings of pardon, and 
healing, a.nd eternal life for the soul, which the Lord is exalted to bestow. 
Now we have here an account of our blessed Lord as he passed through on 
His way to Jericho, performing a. miracle of healing upon a. blind man. Let 
us notice four things: First, the object of the Redeemer's compassion; 
Second, the condescension of the Great Physician; Third, the matchless cure 
He effected; Fourth, the volume of instruction that is opened before us in 
this surprising a.nd interesting narrative. 

I. The object of the Saviowr's compassion, anuJ, His affecting condition.
" It ea.me to pa.ea that as He wa.s going on a journey, a. certain blind 
man sat by the wayside begging." You will observe that he was not 
only blind, but he was poor, and he was friendless-he sat by the way
side begging. There were in those dll.ys no almshouses, no asylums to 
shelter those who were afflicted with temporal calamity. These have been 
the offspring of Christianity. The Gospel of Christ has built these; and 
as we walk. through the great and grand metropolis of our country, it is 
not the beauty of its mansions, nor the splendour of its palaces, that 
so much attract our gaze, and call forth our admiration, as those magni
ficent structures that have been built for the mitigation of human w1·etch
edness-those Houses of Mercy-inscribed upon every one of them is the 
name of Jesus the Saviour. His religion is a religion which has done that 
for suffering humanity which Judaism never contrived, and that P11ganism 
a.nd boasting Infidelity never accomplished. 

"And hearing the multitude." What a. mercy it was, that though the 
sense of sight had been taken from him, the sense of hearing was continued. 
There is, my beloved friends, a. compensa.ti ve providence in the government 
of God, very marvellous a.nd very beautiful to look a.t--that where ~he 
Divine Being is pleased to take away one organ of sense, He is pleased to give 
to the other senses, whether of hearing or of touch, a. peculiRr and extra?r• 
dinary sensitiveness. Hence, they who a.re blind are enabled, by a contr1v• 
ance which meets their touch, to read God's precious nud blessed Word. 
I rea.d the other day of a poor blind girl, who was desirous of reRding God's 
Word, and ha.d one of those volumes, constructed especially for the blind, 
put it into her ha.nd; but her fingers, by reason of laborious employment, 
had lost their exquisite touch; a.nd in va.in, on account of the hardness of the 
skin, did she seek to trace the Divine characters. At last, she gRve up t~e 
effort in despair; and ta.king up the volume, she burst into tears, a.nd put it 
to her lips, and sa.id, " O precious truth of God, I shRll never be able to read 

• The subsla.nce of a Sermon preached in New Park-street Chapel, July 29, 1815. 
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yow· contents ! " But on pressing the up-raised characters to her lips, she 
found that a merciful Creator he.d reserved upon her lips a sense of exquisite 
touch; and by passing the lines and pages over her lips, she was enabled to 
spell out the Divine characters, and to see wonderful things out of God's 
Jaw. and thus, literally, she read God's Word with her mouth ! How merci
ful that this blind man hacl the sense of hearing reserved to him, or he would 
not have known that Jesus of Nazareth passed by. 

II. The condescension and compassi<>n of the Great Phylfician.-" And hear
ing the multitude passing by, he asked what it meant.''-And they told him 
that Jesus of Nazareth passed by. Just as in those days, so now, beloved friends, 
we tell you that "Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." 1. He passeth by in the 
preaching of the Gospel, and the faithful ministry of His servants. The Gospel 
ie his, and the Gospel is the announcement of His glorious character and work. 
The Gospel is the proclamation of salvation in His name. Jesus Christ is 
the Alpha and Omega of the Gospel; and wherever the Gospel is preached, 
JesUB of Nazareth passeth by. You see, then, how important it is that the 
ministry of the Word should be full of Christ. If the preaching of the Word 
be Jesus of Nazareth passing by, every sermon should be pervaded with 
Christ. When I listen to a sermon, or read a sermon which has not Christ 
therein, I can only compare it to those beautiful representations of fruit 
which sometimes adorn your sideboards, or mantelpieces, beautifully coloured, 
and tempting to the sight; but when you touch them, you find only a 
cold stone. So it is with a Ch.iistless se1·mon. It is not so here; "Jesus 
of Nazareth passeth by." The trumpet of the Gospel gives no uncertain sound. 

2. Then Jesus of Nazareth passeth by in the example and living experience 
of His people. Wherever there is a good man, in the market-pince or in the· 
shop, in the exchange or in the senate house, whatever be his life or what
ever be his position, that man is to be the light of the world-the represent
ative of Christ. "This people," says Christ, "have I formed for Myaelf, 
and they shall show forth My praise." My beloved friends, do you think 
that you have been called by God's grace, and redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ, nnd sent forth into this world just tho.t you mny stem the 
waves of nffliction, contend with temptation, debate with n variety of adver
saries, or eugnge in seculnr transactions, which distract the o.ttention of 
inferior and worldly minds 1 " Ye are the salt of the earth: a city set upon 
n hill cannot be hid." At home and abroad, on the Sabbo.th-dny nnd on the 
week-dny, in the ao.nctunry or in the pince of business, yo are the witnesses 
of Christ ; nnd seeing ye o.re the lights of the world, see thnt in every path
way of your enrthly pilgrimnge, you leave the light of Christianity behind 
you. It is in this way that •• Jesus of Nazareth pa89eth by." 

3. Jesus of Nazareth pnsseth by in the dispensations of His Providence 
-so1;11etimes in tho sunshine and in the light, sometimes in the shadow 
~d ID the storm, sometimes scattering in His course rioh mercies and 
lllfinito privileges, and sometimes taking them away. It may be, with regard 
to some of you, my beloved friends, that you have received nt the Lord's 
hnnd_specinl and protracted mercies; but you have begun to forget Him who 
sustains nnd supplies you. You have said, " My mountain shall stand fnst; 
I shall not be moved. To-morrow shall be ne this dny, and much more 
nblllldant." But Jesus of Nazareth passeth by, l\nd casts a shadow over 
your worldly prospects ; breathes upon your prosperity, and produces 
s~enes of bereavement in your habitation ; or He visits you with personnl 
BICkn~ss, to remind you of Himself. If there be n plant in your garden more 
~eaut1f~l than another, thnt plant, that flower, will wither soon, If there 

e n child upon the domestic hearth that you love more than another, it 
may be the.t that little one will grow pale in death, and you will have to 
say, respecting the idol of your fondest affections, "Bury my deo.d out of my 
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eighi;." But. it is- no chaace,- no second 01~use,, no., hap-hazard-" Jesus of. 
Nazareth passeth by.'.' And whether He passes by- with a comfort,-9r with, 
an &fflic\ioo, it is a time of love. He passes by in meroy; He passes by to 
bless • He is a welcome visitor. 

On~ more, look at this interesting event of Jesus of Na~iith,passing by,.. 
aDGl mark the t.enderness aud compassion that H!! -manifests. W-e, ar.e told . 
that this poor man cried, "Jesus, thou Son of D11-vid,.h-.ve meroy upon me:•· 
He cried under a sense of need., He cried to the Great J'hyiueian ; he_ in
voked the right .and .only ua.me, "JeslUI, thou Son of David,•have mercy-oil, 
me. And they which went before rebuked him that he should hold. bis' 
peace; but he cried so much the more, Jesus, thou .San of David, hav.e. 
llllll"CY on me." My beloved friends, pennit me to tell you, that there is;no 
man beginning religion without discourageme.nt-no man beginning to pray,, 
and to cry, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on Irle," but he will be 
hindered. Satan will hinder him; the world will hinder him ; tha ,unbelief ot. 
his own heart will hinder him. Ah ! remember, though this blin4 man was 
rebuked and discouraged, he did not despair. He was not prevented crying. 
"He cried so much the more, Thou Son of De.vid,-have mercy on me." Iti, 
was a golden opportunity. Jes1U1 of Nazareth might never pass that way 
again. This man had asked alms of thousands; but now there was One pass,· 
ing that could give him sight. Hence his importunity and ea.niestness 
amidst his discouragements : " He cried so much the more, Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me.'' 

There are periods in a man's history; there are occasions of spiritual 
advantage; there are golden opportunities of hearing the Word, which may 
never occur a.gain. Jesus of Nazareth is passing by here, a11d may pass by 
for ever. This may be the very last opportunity that some of you may have. 
The great Deliverer is now set before you as the obj~ct of your faith and con
fidence. "Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.'' Stay, stay, 0 Thou Divine Mes
senger of the eternal covenant, and leave a blessing behind for poor perishing 
soula, ere Thou dost depart! "Jesus stood." Mark the power of prayer. It 
was the cry of a beggar. It Wa.'l the cry of,.a blind outcaat; but it was thQ .. 
cry of necessity, and of humilit,y, of faith, and of importunity. It was a 
successful cry. "And Jesus stood.'' The Divine Redeemer-let me speak 
it with adoring reverence and profoundest love-the Divine Redeemer is 
anested by the power of prayer; apprehended on His illustrious march by 
the earnest invocation of the perishing and tho destitute. The Cree.tor of 
the universe p;msed to listen to the voice of prayer, and to give the response. 
You recollect in Old Testament history, that the sun stood still in Gibeon, 
and the moon in the valley of Ajalon, that Israel might triumph; and no~ 
the Sun of Righteousness stands still to scatter upon the pathway of this 
poor beggar the light and the effulgence of His glory. " Jesus stood, und 
commanded him to be brought unto Him.'' Beautiful connection botween 
prayer and instrumentality! Indeed, our Lord Jesus Christ always connects 
with His most marvellous works, the instrumentality of His creatures. 
Observe, He could have healed this poor man where He stood, but would 
call in the aid of His disciples and tbose around Him. He "commanded 
him to be brought uuto Him.'' If you and I had been there, we should IU\ve 
thought it an honour to aid in bringing this poor man to Christ; to h1Lve 
given him our hand, and an encouraging word; to have said, "Come on, He 
is waiting for you, and will not refuse your prayer;" it would have been an 
honour then; and we may now bring men to Christ by our example, by our 
solicitations, by our exhortations. Beloved friend, have you ever bro ugh~ nuy 
one to Christ1 Have you sought to-day to bring any one to Christ! I~ 1s_au 
honour and a privilege, as an instrument, to bring the poor and the per1Bhiug 
to Jesus. 
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III. The''ll10nder/UJ CMe·ejflll?led,L-'fhey, "brought him unt.o Him; anll 
,riten•1iewaei:ome,near,·He asked him, saying, :what wilt thou that I shall 
do unto thee 1 " When we come to Christ; we· always ought to· •be able· to· 
aaswer that rque&tion. . We oughh 'UD come, witihra upecific petition. .and .. for a 
speci.fic,blessing:: W11oughli te know Olllltermnd•; :we shouhl not go·at hap
Jiar.ai,d to God. "What. wilii·.t~ou that I shall ,do UDt.o thee 1 ". God says; 
when we•bowi.he knee·before,Him;· The·poorma.n said, "Lord, that I may· 
n,eeive• mY' sight." A111li .no sooner· wu the petition presented than it waa 
aDBwered. The· bl.eBBing _was wuchsafed. Jesus said unt.o him, "Receive thy 
sight; thy-faith ha1Ih saved:thee." 

Now,thefaith·o:f'thisman11was evinced,in two ways; it was evinced by 
his confession o:f Christ. He acknowledged Christ as the Messiah, when he felt 
and acknowledged the Redeemer as the true•and proper Saviour. And then. 
his faith was manifested by his perseverance in seeking the blessing-his con~ 
fident expectation that the .Lord Jesus Christ would give him· eight. "Jesus 
said unto him, Receive thy sight; thy_ faith· bath saved thee.'' J ast thinb>f 
the power and the value uf faith ; it is only an instrument, but what an in
valuable instrument it is ! It brings the soul of the patient into contact witn 
the Physician-it bringe the soul of the sinner into contact with the Saviour. 
It-isBB a:telegraphic wire that·connecte our spirits with the Eternal throne-
the throne of mercy, on · which. communications travel, and,, by :which bless
ings • descend.: "Oh; Lord ! increase onr· faithi;" "Thy faith· hat~ saved, 
thee." And ·still shall it be said of every soul that , trusts in Ohrist; " ThJ• 
fmhhath· savedthee." Lay.hold, sinner,· lay-hold! If you can•onlytouch: 
therhem of His garment, you shall be saved l Jesus of Nazareth, the great; 
Ph,sician, passeth by. 

Then you observe the- e:ffect of this · miraole upon· th.i>ee who beheld it: 
first, upon the blind man himself, who -received •eight; .he followed Christ 
and glorified God: then:upon the discipl111t,•Bl!ld even upon·the-unbelieving 
multitude: '"All the people, when they saw it, gave pruiee unticD Goo." And 
when a soul is -converted by· God'R grnoe-when an individual is tw'lled from 
darkness to- light; from the power of Satan unto God,, there is joy through 
the universe. There is joy in that sinner's .heart; thei,e is joy in, the church; 
there is joy amongst the blessed spirits before the throne. "There is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner· that repenteth." May 
this joy thrill through the universe this night in reference to some soul upon 
the brink of hell, recovered and saved; and then God's rioh, sovereign, over
lasting grace shall Lave all the glory. " Groce, grace, grace unto it." 

IV. Let 1,s glance at the ;11str1,c1;on conveyed.-We, ·are reminded, in the 
~rst plnce, that just as the blind man needed- hie sight, so we need spiri tuol 
illumination. Just as this man was blind to the objects of m1tm.re ll.l'ound 
him, so the Sariptl!lre affirms that with. respect to all of us, in our natural 
co~dition, and until the Divine Spirit opens our eyes, we ore spiritually 
blind : " '!'be god of this world hath blinded the eyes of them that believe 
~at.I' Observo who it is that has done it. It is God that gives the sight; it 
18 God that gives spiritual illumination. It is the devil that gives dnrk• 
Does and blindness-the god of this world; not the God of henven; not the• 
Father of lights ; but "the god of this world hatb blinded the minds of them 
~hat believe not, Jest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the 
1~e of God, should shine unto them." And then the apostle, in writing to 
the believers, says, "Once were ye darkness, but now arc yo light in the 
L~rd ;" "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hnth 
~hwed• into our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
ID the fnae of Jeeue Christ;" "Open thou mine eyos," says David-lie felt 
the ·need of moral illumination-" open thou mine eyes,· that I may be. 

old wondrous things out of thy Jaw." Oh! beloved friend, Ood'e b!eesed 
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volume is a sealed book; the imperishable a.nd everlasting truths here re
corded a.re all dark and obscure, and covered with impenetrable gloom 
until spiritual vision is vouchsafed. 

2. Then look at the destitution and danger of a man in natural blindness. 
Tell him to ,vork-he cannot find instruments for his employment; tell him 
to walk-he is in danger of falling over the precipice. Point him to the most 
beautiful landscape, or to the most extraordinary scenes in nature-he cannot 
enjoy or realize them. So it is with the man spiritually blind. You cannot 
work for God; you cannot walk with God; you cannot see God; you cannot 
admire God ; you cannot have a single glance of that wonderful cross where 
Jesus died for sin, and for the sinner, until you have spiritual vision. May 
God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness-may He who gra
ciously said to this poor blind man, "Receive thy sight," give you spiritual 
vision; and then you shall "behold wondrous things out of God's law." 
You will see the preciousness of Christ ; you will see the glory of Christ; 
and then you will see opening before you a new world, adorned by holiness. 
and by grace, and you will be able to say, "Old things are pasRed • away, 
and all things are become new." , • 

3. We are also reminded of the great encouragement that we have to 
go to the Lord Jesus Christ for this spiritual vision. I apprehend, as I have 
already intimated, that all these wonderful miracles that our blessed Lord 
wrought were intended primarily to encourage sinners, whatever may be 
their guilt, or however they may feel their own unworthiness and corruption, 
to come to Jesus Christ foi· spiritual blessing and eternal life. There is no 
needed good which is not to be found in the treasury of His grace ; no blessing 
so large and so glorious, that His Divine hand cannot bestow it. You may 
be dishonest, a drunkard, a Sabbath-breaker, a blasphemer-He who cleansed 
the leper can cleanse your guilty soul. There a.re those who a.re almost 
driven to despair at the thought that they have committed the unpardonable 
sin; behold, here is mercy for you-salvation for you! Beloved, however 
defiled and polluted by sin you may be, He that cleansed the leper can make 
your souls clean. You may be <lend in trespasses and sins; but He that quick
eneth the dead-He that said with a loud voice," Lazarus, come·forth !"
can call you from the sepulchre of your unregeneracy, and cause you to 
stand up in the lofty dignity and manhood of the sons of God. He who 
opened the eyes of this blind mendicant can cause, this night, the scales to 
fall from your eyes, so that you shall see clearly; but if only you begi~ to 
see "men as trees walking" by faith, the recovery will be perfect; blmd· 
ness will have vanished. 

4. Then, further, think of the importance and necessity of coming to C~riet 
with all importunity, and at once-with all earnestness, and at once. First, 
on account of the grandeur of the blessing He bestows; Ho has nothing to 
give comparable to this ; and, second, on account of the hindrances and 
discouragements which you will have to meet with in coming, through 
hostile spirits and spiritual foes. The devil cares not ono iota how much of 
religion you have, provided he can keep you away from Christ, and prevent 
your coming, just as you are, in the hour of your poverty and need, and 
casting yourself at His feet. Do not you reoollect, that when that p~or 
child, who was possessed with an unclean spirit, was being brought to Christ, 
that "the devil threw him down and tare him," even at Jesus' feet-thus 
making one last effort, as it were, to lacerate and injure him ! " As ~her, 
brought him to Je8us, the devil ta!·e him, aud then departed out of h_1m, 
Satan's great effort is to keep the soul away from Christ. And then, bes1~es, 
there is the influence of the world to hinder you from coming to Christ. 
You go abroad into the world, and infidelity will say, "Stop ! it ie ~II ,8 

delusion that going to Christ; 11 cunningly-clevised fable." And Phar1J111iC 
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philosophy will say, "Stop ! I will show you 11 religion more in accordance 
with the pride of natural reason, and Iese humbling to human nature." And 
the moralist will say, "You must attend to a round of duties." And the 
formalist-will bid you observe certain ceremonies; keep the Sabbath; go to 
chapel and to church, and then all will be right with you at last." The 
world says, " What occasion is there for all this strictness and all this care
fulness, and all this anxiety 1 Go into company ; go to ihe theatre, to the 
ball-room, to the tavern. 'Eat, drink, and be merry.' 'To-morrow shall 
be as this day, and much more abundant.'" Miserable comforters are they 
all !-terrible deceivers are they all ! Go right on to Christ and stop not 
till you come int~ His divine and glorious presence. Cry, cry on, "Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me ! " Ah ! yes; the opportunity is 
passing away. Have you never heard of sudden death 1 Have you never seen 
or beard of persons who have been deprived of their reason; and the power of 
retlection 1 Have you never seen any person smitten and cut down, like 
the Bower, and withered] Oh, delay not! Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. 
"Seek ye the Lord, while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He is 
near." In hell Jesus Christ will never pass by; 

"Bul darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silence there!" 

Let your prayer, then, be, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
ANNIVERSARIES A.Nil SERVICES TO 

:BE HOLDEN. 
MR. SPURGEON hopes to preach on

Tuesday, Sept. 4th.-In a field in King 
Edward's-road, Hackney, at 6. 

Wednt1day, Sept. 5th. -:Baptlat Chapel, 
Beiley Heath. Afternoon, 3: Evening, 6. 
Traina to Abbey Wood from London• 
bridge. 

Thoraday, Sept. 6th. -New Park-street 
at 7. 

Friday, Sept. 7th. - Saw-mills, Acom
wharf, Old Kent-road, al half-pa.,t 6. 

Thr1rsday, Sept. 13th.-Morning, at Union' 
Chapel, Lewisham, at 11; Evening, at 
New Park-street. 

Friday, Sept. Hth.-Writtle, Essex; Af
ternoon and Evening. 

T,.,,day, Sept. 18th. - :Baptist Chapel, 
Fool's Cray. 

IY,d,,,,day, Sept. 19th,-Mr. Lillycrop's 
Chapel, ,vindsor. 

Thur,day, Sept. 201b.-New Park-street. 
T,,e,day, Sept. 25tb.-Afternoon 1 Inde

pendent, lnKatestonei Evening, Hax
ton Baptist Tabernacle. 

Wtd11,sday, Sept. 26th.-Rev. K. Williama, 
Independent Chapel, Tottenham, at half
past 11 in the morning. 

Thuraday, Se1,t, 27th.-New Park-street. 
London, Meard'a-courl. -The anniversary 

~ermon~ will be preached on Sept. 16th; 
in the morning and afternoon by the Rev. 
J. Cooper, or Wattieham; in the evening 
by lhe pastor, lhe Rev. J.E. Dloomfteld. 
-, Hozlo11 Tabernacle, High-atreel.

Slxth Annual Commemorative Ordination 
Servicee(D.V.) aa followa:-On Sabbalh
day, Sept. 23r<f, the Rev. J. P. Searle to 
preach at 11 and half-pa■! 6; the Rev. J. E. 

:Bloomfield al 3. Tuesday, Sept. 25th, a 
tea-meeting at 5; the Rev. C. H. Spur-
geon to preach at 7 o'clock:. ' 

Bezlty-heath, Kent.-Harvest thanksgiving 
aervices.-On Sept. 6th the Rev. C. H. 
Spurgeon hos engaged to preach in the 
afternoon and evening. A public tea. 

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS. 
Mmal, near Ely.-The Rev. G. Veal• has 

resigned the pastorate of the church here. 
Mildenhall, W,st Row.-The Rev. W. C. 

Milla ia about to resign his paatoral 
charge. 

Tring, New Mill, Herb.-Tbe Rev. J. S. 
\Varren has glven notice of his intention 
to resign the pastorate. 

Soham, Cambs.-The Rev. J. Smith, Jun., 
has resigned the pastorate of the Baptist 
church in thla place. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 
Deplford, Lower-road.-The Rev. R. R. 

Finch haa accepted a unanimous Invita
tion to succeed the late Rev. J. Kingsford 
in the pastorate. 

Edinburgh.-The Rev. Mr. Tulloch, from 
Elgin. 

Lulon.-The Rev. J, Makepeace bas ac
cepted the pastorate of the church meet
ing in Union Chapel. 

Bouf'ton-on-the-Watr.r.-The Rev. T. Brook1, 
from Wrexham, 

We are informed that our esteemed brother, 
the Rev. W. H. Bonner, formerly of Kep
pel-sireet Chapel, Russell-aquan., is open 
to invitation to &upply vacant pulpits. His 
address Ja, No. 8, NelBOn-street, Birken
head, Cheobire. 
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CLASSICAL, FRENCH, and COMMERCIAL ACADEMY, for a liJnii 
number of Young Gentlemen, Tring, Hertfordshire.-Conducted by Mr. J. L. lit 
Terms, for Board and Tuition, Eighteen ~o T1~e?ty-four G1;1ine:i,s per annum. Refe~n 
to parents of pupils, and to several Baptist Mnusters. Trmg 1s remarkably healthy 
within an easy distance of London by the London and North-western Railway. '1 

With the October Magazines will be published, 

THE 

CHRISTIAN'S PENNY ALMANACI 
FOR 1858, 

Which (besides the usual Almanack information) w:fil contain 

Meditations upon Select Passages of Scripture for Every Day 1 
the Year, 

Chiefly by the REV. J. A. JAMES and the REV. OCTAVIUS WINSLOW, D.D. 
Together with a METROPOLITAN CHAPEL DIRECTORY, comprising an Account of (] 
various Places of Worship in London and the Suburban Districts; Names and Residenc 
of the Ministers; and Times of Services on Week Evenings, and on Lord's Day, etc. 

EXCELLENT BOOK FOR PRESENTATION. 

Just Published, with a Wrapper, price Twopence; or bound in cloth, gilt edges, 6~ 

CHRIST IS ALL ; THE TOUCHSTONE OF PIETl 
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON. 

• •" Whoever desires to ascertain what is their spiritual condition, and to indci 
others to seek a similar result, should read and distribute Mr. SPURGEoN·s "Touchata., 
of Piety." 

Just published, price Twopence, 

A SABBATH IN GLASGOW; 
Comprising an Account of what the People of Scotland think of Mr. Spurgeon, WJ<l w~ 
Mr. Spurgeon thinks of the Scotch; with a Full Report of TWO SERMONS, preached0 Glasgow, July 29th, 1855, and an ADDRESS delivered in the Large Room, Rosherv 

1 Gardens, August 7th, J 865, by the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON, Minister of New P~ 
street Chapel, Southwark. 

Just Published, Price Twopence, with a Life-like Portrait of the Author, 

PICTUBES OF LIFE, AND BIRTHDAY REFLECTION! 
By the Rev. C. H. SPURGEON. 

THE NEW PORTRAIT OF MR. SPURGEON, 
(From a Photograph by MAYER BnoTUEllS, beautifully Engraved on Steel,) 

Univernally acknowledged to bo a most Correct Likeness, has been re-engraved: 
greatl_y_ impro~ed since it appeared in the July Number of tho BAPTIST MESSEN"e 
Pi:ool unprcssio~a may now be obtained, price 6d., or in n handsome gla.zed frnJ11C, 
8 inches by 6, price 1 s. 6d. Proofs in n superior frame, 2s. 

JAMES PAUL, 1, Chapter House-court, Paternoster-row; and by order of all Bookselle 
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SCRIPTURAL EXPOSITION. 
ISAIAH XXVI, 1-14. 

llY THE REV, C. H. SPURGEON,* 

Minister of New Park-Street Chapel, Soutlucark. 

In that day"--or rather, as we may read it now, "In this day"
" shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong 
city ; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may 
enter in. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on Thee : because he t1\1steth in Thee. Trust ye in the Lord 
for ever : for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 
Here is the song which we are to sing in this Gospel day, The theme of 

it is God, and the city which He has builded, and which He has given to us 
to be our heritage for ever. "We have a strong city;" yes, beloved, a Yery 
strong one : for the devil has exercised all his ingenuity for these thousand 
years to destroy it. He has thro,vn in the bomb-shell of persecution; he 
has tried to undermine it with his subtlety and cunning of false doctrine; 
but he has not been able to do anything against the strong city yet. "We 
have a strong city;'' and she is just as strong now, after all the desperate 
attacks that have been made upon her walls, as ever she was. Against her 
the gates of hell cannot prevail. The church is never in d!lllger. " We have 
a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls aud bulwarks." And 
then, after noticing the security of the city, the prophet bids us "open the 
gated, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in." It 
id the Gospel minister's business to go about to open the gil.tes; it is the 
Christian's business, in some sense, to open the gates; yea, we should all of 
us be endeavouring, if possible, to " open the gates, that the righteous 
people may enter" into the church. But, after all, Jesua Christ is the 
great opener of gates ; He opens the gates to let His people in. And, mark 
you, they ,lo not all come in at one gate. It is " Open ye the gatea." Some 
come in by means of one doctrine, and some by means of 1111other. We are 
not nil converted by the same agency. Some come in at the Sunday-school 
gate; others come in nt the gate which is kept by pious po.rents ; mnny come 
iu at the gate of the preached word; but all the gntes should be open. 
"Open ye the 9e1tes, thnt the iight11ous nation which keepeth the truth mny 
enter in.'' 

Next the prophet describes the peaceableness of this city. The gates nre 
open, but no enemy ever enters in : for "Thon wilt keep him in" pence
pe_nce, ns the original has it, "in pe1·fect peace," in double pea.cc, "whose 
nund is stayed on Thee." Thero is nothing like'staying the mind on Goel. 
If you stay the mind on anything else, you cnnnot hcwe pe1·fect pence, for 
thnt something else may fail you. If you trust in horses nncl in chariots, 
)iot"Bes may tire, nnd the drags of the chariots may break ; but he who trnsteth 
in the Lord shall dwell " in perfect pence." Let the earth be nil in nrms 
abl'Oad, the believer dwells" in perfect peace," "because he tl'llsteth in Thee." 
And now comes an exho1·tation which every Christian ought to give. 

"Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is ever
lasting strength: for he bringeth down them that dwell on higl1." 
Some of you dwell so " on high" that you do not believe the doctrine of 

m • We regret that, owing to Mr. Spurgeon's numerous preaching engagements durin;i the 
nnth, he has not been able to su11ply the remainder of the article on II Religious Deif:11;den~y·". The above Is one of the expository exercises delivered by Mr. S. in Exeter 

, taken 1n short-ha.ad Uy t1ur reporter. 
VOL. III, F 
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original depravity; you are very good by natm-e, according to your own 
ideas. Well, "He bringeth down them that dwell on hlgh." Others of 
you boast of your free-will capacity, and you think you have power 
to do anything without the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Ah ! but "He 
b1fogeth down them that dwell on high." Others of you do not know what 
a doubt or a fear is, but in your own self-sufficiency you wrap yourselves up 
complacently, and say, ",ve are secure." Ah! but "He bringeth down them 
that dwell on high; the lofty city, He layeth it low." No one can lay God's 
city low, but God can lay the lofty city low. 

"He layeth it low, even to the ground; He bringeth it even to the 
dust. The foot shall tread it dow~ even the feet of the poor, and 
the steps of the needy. The way of the just is uprightness : Thou 
most upright, dost weigh the path of the just." ' 
God "weighs the path of the just" in scales. We read elsewhere that 

God "weighs the heart;" here we read that He "weighs the path." Those 
words would serve for a very striking text, whlch were used by the prophet 
when he went to Hezekiah of old, and said, " What have they seen in thine 
house l" "What have they seen in thine house 1" for God weighs onr 
actions; He weighs our household and our public deeds; He " weighs the 
path of the just." But it is "uprightness" even after it is weighed; with 
all the sin that is mixed with it, in the main it is "i11,rightness" ascending 
towards God. 

"Yea, in the way of Thy judgments, 0 Lord, have we waited for Thee; 
the desire of our soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance 
of Thee. With my soul have I desired Thee in the night ; yea, 
with my spirit within me will I seek Thee early: for when Thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness.'' 
Alas ! it is often the case that "the inhabitants of the earth learn righte

ousness" for a little while, and then forget it. When the pestilence thinned 
Olll' ranks, then we saw far more seriousness upon the minds of the people 
than we do at present. Oh ! Goel grant that the cholera may not come among 
us again; but if it do, perhaps the people of the earth will learn righteousness; 
but they are like the child that merely learns his lesson to repeat under the 
fear of the rod, and forgets it to-morrow. They;" learn righteousness," and 
soon it is gone, and God sends fresh judgmeuts upon the earth. 

"Let favour be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteous
ness : in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will 
not behold the majesty of the Lord. Lord, when Thy hand is lift~d 
up, they will not see : but they shall see, and be ashamed for their 
envy at the people; yea, the fire of Thine enemies shall devotu· 
them. Lord, Thou wilt ordain peace for us : for Thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us." 
Troubled saint, what a precious passage for thee! Poor, tempest-toss~ 

~oul, what a glorious utterance ! "Lord, thou wilt ordain pence for ns. 
There shall come an ordinance from God, that His people shall have pe8';"· 
"Thou wilt ordain peace for us : for Thou also hast wrought all our works Ill 

us:" and those works that God did not work are bad ones. 

" 0 Lord our God, other lords beside Thee have had dominion over 
us : but by Thee only will we make mention of Thy name." 
Many of ua can look back to the time when our god was our belly, and 

we gloried in our shame ; when we wade idols of business nucl of worldly 
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things; but now these lords are dead, and they shall r:.ot live; they are de
ceased, and they shall not rise. 

"Therefore hast Thou visited and destroyed them, and made nil their 
memory to perish." 
And a blessed thing it is when the memory of our sins does perish, and 

when we neither wish nor desire to follow them again. 

THE SYMPATHY OF JESUS. 
BY THE REV. ~CTA VIUS WINSLOW, D.D. 

THE sympathy of the Saviour, as I have already remarked,* springs 
from union. There must necessarily be some degree of affinity in 
existence with perfect sympathy. Who does not know the vast 
difference between unveiling our sad heart to a friend but little 
acquainted with grief; unveiling the perplexities of a path to one 
who has never trodden that path before ; and in taking that sadness, 
and that grief, and that perplexity to one who has before passed 
through the same circumstances 1 Our dear adorable Lord sympa
thizes with us in virtue of His union with us ; it is sympathy springing 
from experience-the experience of the identical path along which 
God's hand is guiding you. How expressive are these words : " We 
have not an high-priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities!" "Our infirmities!" The saints of God have their infirmi
ties. How much is this overlooked by us, and how much is it over
looked by themselves. All the saints of God are encompa.ssed with 
infirmity. We have all our infirmities, "bearing about with us a 
body of sin and of death," with a heart constantly betraying us into 
the hands of our enemies. We are necessarily encompassed with 
infirmity ; and each individual believer is ready to say, "This is my 
infirmity." There is the infirmity of the temper; there is tho 
!nfirmity of the body: all, more or less, are compassed with somo 
mfinuity or oilier. Then there are spiritual infirmities ; but with all 
these infirmities Jesus sympathizes. Ah, yes! in that infil'mity that 
has often exhausted yaw· own patience, and that infirmity that has 
often compelled you to say, I cannot bear myaelf, Christ symp1\thises 
witl) you. A nervous temperament; how great is that infirlllity ! 
Christ sympathizes with it. A weak, suffering frame; Christ sym
pathises with it. A tendency to look at the dark side of the picturn 
of human lifo ; Christ sympathizes with it. A hastiness of temper, 
a readiness to distrust God, a proneness to sink under trial-pass 
rot1nd the circle of human infirmities; select the oue peculiar to your
?el,f; lay your hand on it and say, "This is my infirmity;" wilh that 
tnlirmity Jesus sympathizes. He blends Himself with it; and when 
the dearest friend, who has the confidence of your love, may at times 
~nd it impossible to bear with you, and when you often find it 
~mpos~ible to bear with yourself, the1·e is One t.lrn.t enters into that 
lll?r~1ty, and makes it all His own. No unkind upbraiding from 
~:l\s lips ; no averted glance of His eye ; no chiding-oh ! no; that 
111 lirm1ty is Christ's, because it is yours. And Jesus is prepared. . lo 

• See page 68. 
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solace you, and to soothe you, and to succour you ; to come and sit 
at your side and say, "My brother, my sister ; has thy friend turned 
from thee 1 has he in whom thou didst have confidence proved a 
broken cistern 1 I have carried that infirmity; I have borne it in 
my own body to the tree ; I am prepared to identify myself with it 
and make it all my own." Oh! take your infirmity to Jesus, my 
brethren ; do not think it too mean-too low ; take it to Christ. Oh ! 
that nervous temperament, what a cloud it throws over the brightness 
of heaven ; what a veil it draws over the cross ! That hastiness of 
temper ; how often it betrays you into grievous sadness! That 
heart, so ready to fret against God's dispensation ; that distrust • 
that shrinking from cloud and darkness. Oh ! how much that 
infirmity enters like a bitter element into all the sweets of human 
life. Take that infirmity to Jesus, the brother born for adversity • 
the friend that loveth at all times ; the God that wrapped you: 
bruised and suffering humanity like a robe round His Deity, is 
prepared to enter into that infirmity, and make it all His own ; for 
we have not an high-priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
that very infirmity. 

I shall never forget the solemnity and pathos with which my beloved 
friend and brother, the glorified Evans, paused at that word when he 
read the passage to me on one occasion. He could go no further
" touched," moved, affected, disturbed to the very centre of his soul by 
our sorrow, and our grief, and onr infirmity. "We have not an high
priest who cannot be touched by the feeling of onr infirmities." Oh ! 
that exquisite touched; oh! that perfect response in the hea.rt of 
Christ ! Will you not bear your sorrow to His bosom ; confess 
your sins at His feet ; try to rest yourself in His very heart, my bro
ther ? There comes from that throne in heaven a stream of sympathy, 
exquisite, tender, and delicate, that chimes in and harmonizes with 
your profoundest grief. There is a delicacy in the sympathy of 
Christ which the most refined imagination can but ill conceive. You 
have sorrows, I doubt not, which you could not unveil to the ten
derest friend of your heart. You have infirmities you would blush 
to acknowledge before your dearest earthly friend. But such is the 
delicacy of the sympathy of ChriRt, you can go and tell that grief, 
and acknowledge that infirmity, and unveil that sorrow to His heart, 
and there shall come down a stream of sympathy, timely, delicate, 
and tender, which shall at once soothe your heart, as a mother hushes 
and soothes her infant at the breast. Oh ! the tenderness of the sym
pathy of Christ ; the tenderness with which He touches the wound; 
the delicate hand with which He binds it up ; the exquisite tenderness 
and delicacy with which he deals with human grief! It must be 
Bo, because He was "without sin." There was no selfishness; there 
was no harshness; there was no hastiness in Jesus. It was huroa_n 
sympathy untcuched and untainted by human guilt; consequently, it 
was hnman sympathy, delicate, tender, and gentle, beyond all that 
imagination can conceive. 

This is the Saviour of whom you have been cherishing sue~ dis
trustful thoughts and dark conceptions. You have wondered 1f He 
coul<l weep when you wept, sigh when you sighed, and sorrow wbeu 
you sorrnwe<l. You have wondered if He could corue aud sit at your 
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side or tread your lonely path with you; this is the Saviour who, in 
His'love and sympathy, is prepared to make all your circumstances 
His own. Travel, then, round the circle of your sufferings, your sor
rows and your privations, and you will find Jesus has gone round 
that ~ircle before you, and is prepared to be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities. 

THE SURETY. 
BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, OF CHELTENHAM. 

u Be StrRETY for Thy servant for good."-PsA.. c:dx. 122. 

THE doctrine of suretiship is very ancient. Reuben offered to be 
euretv for Benjamin, but his father could not trust him. At length, 
when Judah came forward, his bond was accepted, and Benjamin was 
allowed to go. Paul became surety for Onesimus, and engaged to 
make up the loss Philemon might have sustained. Jesus became surety 
for His people, and therefore He said, "Other sheep I have that are 
not of this fold; them also I must bring; and they shall hear my voice, 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." David felt the need 
of a surety; one who would undertake his cause, and effectuate his 
deliverance. We also need a surety, and, blessed be God, Jesus is the 
SURETY of the better covenant. He undertook our cause, and became 
bound for us. Solomon said, "He that is surety for a stranger, shall 
smart, or be bruised, for it." Jesus became our SURETY, and "it pleased 
the Lord to bruise Him ;" " He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He wa.s bruised for our iniquities." Our debts were charged on Him, 
aud He paid them ; our iniquities were placed to His account, and He 
atoned fo1· them. Precious Lord Jesus, how wonderful Thy love, 
bow stupendous Thy grace ! 

Brethren, the Old Testament believers felt that they needed a. 
SoRETY; and it is plensing to observe how all their needs are met in 
the person, work, and offices of the Lord Jesus. Do you need a 
SURETY 1 Is the prayer of David yours, "Be SURETY for Thy servant 
for good 1" Let us look at it; LoRD, UNDERTAKE FOR TRY SERVANT'S 
GOOD. Well, the Lord has undertaken. Is there a blessing you need 
that He had not undertaken to give 1 Is there a foe you dread He 
has not undertaken to conquer 1 Is there a sin you have committed 
He has not undertaken to pardon 1 Is there au evil you justly fear 
He has not undertaken to prevent 1 Not one. The glorious promises 
revenl God's undertakings. He engaged in the everlastin~ covenant ; 
He mnkes known His engagements in the precious promises. What 
that is desirable can you think of, that is not comprised in that pledge, 
" I will be to them a God, and tliey shall be to me n people 1" Or in 
that, "All things a.re yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or CepluJ.S, or 
the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all are 
yours ; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." Blessed be the Lord, 
He has undertaken to be ou1· Father, to provide for us ; our Husband, 
to love and solace us ; our Advocate, to plead for us ; our Friend, to 
s_yiupathize with and co.re for us; and our Saviour, to redeem and de
liver us. 

"Lonn, ENGAGE FOR ME." Well, He has engaged for you, and for 
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every believe1· in Jesus. In many parts of His word He shows that 
He has not only engaged for Himself, but for His people too. " They 
shall ca.11 upon my name, and I will hear them ; J will say, it is my 
people, and tl~y shall say, the Lord is my God." "I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them, and I will not turn away from them, 
to do them good ; but I will put my fear into their hearts, .and they shall 
not depart from me." Such passages are scattered all through the 
word of God, and though the promises refer to Israel literally, yet as 
all the promises are in Christ Jesus, 8Jld were confirmed by His death 
they belong equally, in all their spiritual import, to all the covenant 
seed. Yes, my poor, weak, timid, tried brother, the Lord has engaged 
for you as well as for Himself. He put your person, your fortune, 
your all into the hands of His Son, and He became surety for yo1L 
By-and-by, Jesus will appear before His Father, with you and all 
your brethren beside him, and will say, " Here I am, Father, and the 
children Thon hast given me; not one of them is lost." No, not one 
will be missing. Every child will be there. Every engagement will 
have been met. Every undertaking will have been hon<:)Ured; and 
J esu.s, our adorable Surety, will be crowned with glory by his Father, 
and be satisfied with the acclamations of His people. 

"BE BOUND FOR THY SERVANT, 0 LoRD." ·what! do you want a 
bond? Weil, you shall have it, for God wishes you to be happy and 
to enjoy rest. "Men verily swear by the greater ; and an oath for con
firmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherefore God, willing 
more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability 
of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two immutable 
things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a 
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
set before us." Here God interposes by an oath, to still your fear, to 
calm your mind, and fill you with consolation. God is pledged to you 
by an oath ; He has sworn by Himself, and can He bind Himself by 
anything stronger Y Do you say, "I wish I knew exactly what He 
swore ? " W eU, to satisfy yon, you shall have the very words of His 
oath, for He has given them. Here they are : "Thy Maker is thy 
husband, the Lord of Hosts is His name; and thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Israel, the God of the whole earth shall he be called. 
For the Lard hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in 
spirit, and a wife of youth, wben t'hou wast refnsed, saith tby God. 
For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. In a litUe -wrath I hide my face from thee for a 
momeut, but with everlaming kindness will I have mercy on thee, 
saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For THIS is as the waters of Noah 
unto me, for AS I HAVE SWORN that the waters of Noah should no 
more go over the earth, so HAVE I SWORN that I would not be wroth 
with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be removed; but MY KINDNESS SHALL NOT DEPART FROM TEEE, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee. No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judg
rnent thou Flhalt condemn. This is the IIERITAGE of the servants of the 
Lord, aud their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord," Isa. !iv. Can 
you desire more? God ·hns undertaken your cause; He has engaged 
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for you, He has ·bound Himself by oath to :YOU, He is a SoRETY for 
you for your good. 

The covena.nt is ordePed in a;ll things and sure ; it includes all time, 
it provides for all oircumsta.nces, it anticipates all events, it engages 
for a.ll possibilities. Jesus is the SURETY of that covenant; He under
took to see itfu.liilled in all its parts; He engaged for the accomplish
ment of all its conditions,for the performance of all its promises ; He 
was bound to see its design carried out to perfection. Can He fail 1 
Impossible. Will His word .be violated 1 Hear Him : " Heaven and 
earth shall pa.as away, but my word shall not pass away." He is SURETY 
for all the children, for every Benjamin who goes down into Egypt ; 
and He has said of eaoh one to His Father, "I WILL BE SURETY FOR 
HW ; OF MY HAND .SHA.LT THOU REQUIRE ·HlM; IF l BRING RIM NOT UNTO 
THEE, AND SET HIM 'BEFORE THEE, THEN LET ME BEAR THE BLAME FOR 
EVER." And in reference to our misconduct and sins against the law 
and government of the great Ruler of the universe, He says of every 
one, ,, IF HE HATH WRONGED THEE, OR OWETH THEE AUGHT, PUT THAT 0~ 
MIKE ACCOUNT; I WILL REPAY IT." Precious Lord Jesus, we can but 
admire Thy condescension, adore Thy love, praise Thy thrice-blessed 
name, and consecrate all our powers to Thy service! We are Thine, 
doubly Thine. Oh, for grace to serve Thee, to consecrate every talent, 
every moment to Thee ! My soul, I charge thee, often to look to J esulil 
as thy Surety, to/lace full confidence in His word, to rely on Hi11 
engagements, an rejoice in His glorious undertakings ; and wheu 
tempted to doubt, fear, or mistrust Him, think of the solemnity, of the 
sacredness of His oath; and remember that He bath sworn, and will 
not repent. Other .priests were inducted into office without an oath, but 
thy Jesus with an oath by Him that said, "The Lord sware, o.ncl will 
not repent, Thou art a priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedec : 
by so much was Jesus made a surety of a better covenant." Blessed, 
for ever blessed, be His holy name ! 

Sept. 2nd. 

AN INCIDENT FROM AN ANC'I'ENT CHURCH BOOK. 
BY THE REV. JOHN COX, LATE OF WOOLWICII, 

TnE most anoi11nt church book ie that I graved a glotious portrnit of the 
called "the Aote of the Apostles," founder of the Church as He stood 011 

rt Is ns excellent ne it ie ancient con- • Olivet, just before He oeoendcd to 
Wuiug the most 11.Stoniehing e~ente, glory. How ?enign. Hie at~itude, ns 
related with the utmost slmplioity He imparts Hie. lMt .1nstruot1ons,. ond 
and ti-uthfulness. The historian of pronounceB ll1s r1cbe~ i;)less1!!~, 
t~at Church was guided by the inful- i The first entry records the message 
hble and omnipresent Spirit, who se- I ,vhich came from heaven immediately 
lectecl the facts which were to be re- , after His nscenelon, nnd insures thnt 
corded, and suggested tho very words He will oome again in the like mnnnet· 
to express them. ' as He departed. N e:tt, it IJlention!l 

The first seven chapters of this an account of n long an<l united 
book refer wholly to the Church at prayei· meeting; and nn outline of I\ 

J:ru.salem; nnd it is perfectly asto- solemn acldr~ss deliveted on the occa
nishmg how many truths nnd how sion of the choice of another npostle 
many events are compressed into that in the room of Judas. Then come 
~mall compass. First, we ha>"e en- the wonders of Pentecost, its rushing 
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mighty wind, its fiery cloven tongues, some to overlook the wonders of the· 
its burning words, new unfoldings of preceding forty days occurring be. 
truth, its victories over mocking sin- tween the Lord's resurrection and as
ners, and the blessings showered cension. Let us now coneide1· the
down on mourning penitents. Now people of God during that ten days 
behold a Church stands before us; and notice what took place among 
and such a Church as hath never been them. The record is contained in 
seen on earth since. Next come nu- Acts i. 12-14: "Then returned they 
merous miracles, conversions by thou- unto Jerusalem from the mount called 
sands, at which hell stands aghast, 1 Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a 
and heaven is filled with rapture. ' sabbath-day's journey. And when 
Earth, too, is moved ; " The kings they were come in, they went up into 
of the earth stand up, and the rulers an upper room, where abode both 
take counsel together;" the ministers Peter, and James, and John, and An
of the Church are persecuted and drew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholo
brought before councils; but they mew, and Matthew, James the son of 
are found more than conquerors, Alphrous, and Simon Zelotes, and 
and defend themselves with such wis- Judas the brother of James. These 
dam and courage as cannot be over- all continued with one accord in 
come. They are imprisoned, but an- prayer and supplication with the wo
gels come to their rescue; and truth men, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
triwnphs more and more. and with his brethren." At first 

But no,.,. a dark spot is seen on this here appears little beyond au enume
book, so bdght hitherto. Two Church ration of names and places ; but a 
members are cut off, not only fi·orn close scrutiny may yield much in
the Church, but by the avenging ha.ncl struction. 
of God; while, in contrast with these Notice wl,ei·e they came j1'orn: 
names of infamy, Ananias and Sap- " They returned from Olivet." Their 
phira, stands that of the first martyr, great Master led them there, but they 
tlae holy Stephen, who is " faithful were come back without Him. They 
unto death." Many other things had often sat with Him on that moun
nright be mentioned, but we must tain, and listened to His instructions 
return to notice one entry, which, and prophecies. They knew also that 
perhaps, has been too much over- it was His favourite spot of retire
looked, and certainly too little imi- ment, where He spent whole nights 
tated. in prayer. They had henrcl His last 

All who study God's word with in- words, received Ria parting blessing, 
te!'est and attention have been struck seen Him go to heaven on the glory· 
with the description given of the cloud; they had worshipped Him, 
peace, purity, and power which cha- and thefr hearte were filled with "ex· 
racterised the first Church at J eru- ceeding joy." Never could they for
salem; and well may this be the c11Be. get Olivet, nor cease to think on Him 
These primitive Christians were a who loved it so well. 
holy, happy, and honoured people; Consider wlte1·e tliey came to: "To 
one with Christ, and one with each I Jerusalem," where their Lord had 
other, they lived in the element of j laboured, wept, and died. Where they 
communion; earth and hell were i had all forsook Him in His hour of 
against them, but God was for them. : agony, where_ He l)ad sought ar:id p11r· 
\\·hat a spectacle of moral grandeur I doned them m His hour of trrnmph. 
and spiritual beauty did they present! 1 Jerusalem-where the Lord had ~old 
Perhaps the splendour of this scene ! them to wait until the prolllls~d 
has thrown into the shade that period , Comforter came, and then to begin 
which elapsed between the ascension ' their message of love the1·e. At the 
of Christ and the descent of the Holy I very worst spot in the world th~ 
Spirit, even as the glory of Christ's ! richest gift should be given, nn 
ascension and session have caused i the noblest work performed. Grace 
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must more abound where sin aboun•1All have weathered the storm but the 
ded. one wretched silver-laden bark, which 

They did not go first to the temple, fil'ilt deserted to the enemy, and then 
though they frequently visited that I went down in a terrible tempest. 
place (Luke xxiv. 53) ; but they has- : The women were there, even those 
tened to an "upper room." May we healed and loving ones who had mini
not suppose that this was the same stered to Him of their substance, who 
upper room in which the Lord's Sup- wept as He went to the cross, who 
per had been instituted, and where stood under that cross, who looked 
the Saviour's last discourse was deli- on His dead and mangled form, and 
vered 1-a room yet fragrant with His who were early at His sepulchre to em
!ove. How changed their circum- balm His body. Honored women ! 
stances now I What new light did worthy to be enrolled in Heaven's own 
they possess 1 what new hopes did record with the Apostles of Christ. 
they cherish 1 what sweet commu- Mary, the 1nother of Jesus, was there; 
nion did they have "concerning the not to be worshipped, but as a wor
tbings which had happened 1" shipper. It is well worthy of remark, 

But who were they who thus ga- that the last time she is mentioned in 
thered together 1 Pete,· was there, and the sacred page is at a prayer-meeting. 
is mentioned fi,·ai. What a proof is Alas ! that since then she should have 
this of the riches of restoring grace, been set up as a mediatri.x ! But 
and of the reality of his repentance; she is no more to blame for this than 
but Judas was not there. In all the was the serpent of brass, or Moses 
Evangelists, whenever the names of who made it, for the incense bw'lled 
the .Apostles are mentioned, we find before it. Last on the list are tlte 
Judas mentioned at the end; but now " b,·ethi-ei, of Je1t1t8." Whether these 
his name is not in the list. His name were the sons of Mary, or some of her 
is indeed mentioned, and a discourse sister's sons, we are not sure; but 
is delivered concerning him, which is why not the former! We read in 
calculated to make the ears of every John vii. of some who were thus 
one that heareth it to tingle. And to called using tauntin~ words to the 
think that Peter should deliver it ! Saviour, and find this entry against 
Judas and Peter had walked together their names: "Neither did His breth
and worked together; but now they ren believe on Him." Now His breth
were parted for ever. Perhnps, e.fter ren are among His followers. Let us 
Judas hnd sold his Lord, and Peter lea.ru never to despnir of any one, 
had denied Him, some might conclude however hardened or unbelieving. 
thnt Peter was na bad ns Judas. But Besides those mentioned by nnme, 
there wna Bn essential difference. there were othera oasembled in that 
"J udl\S went out nnd hanged him- upper room, in Rll amounting to nbout 
self;" "Peter went out nnd wept bit- n hundred nnd twenty. 
te1·ly." "Judlll! went to his own Let us now notice the infcm11aticni 
pince;" Peter, re-converted, "lives to given ,·espect·ing thei,· employment: 
strengthen his brethren." How so- "Tbese o.11 oontinuod with one accord 
!emu is this contrast! Are there not in prayer nnd supplicntion." lllark 
son1e similar ones now 1 Those who the va,1-uty of the devotions-" pmycr 
have worehipped in the same place, and supplicntion ; " their union in the 
nnd sung tho same hymns, are for great work-" with one accord ;" allll 
ever parted in eternity. Oh! to be theirpe,·severance-"they continued." 
fouud In Him who is the sinner's They had the character of God ns 
refuge nnd the aaint'e life, nnd not a Father clearly unfolded to them, 
merely about Him and around Him. (John xvii. 26), nnd it appeared very 
T AU tl,e resi of the .Apostles were thei·e. glorious; they had the namo of Jesus 
"hue the Lord's words were verified: to rest on nnd pleo.d, and t_hey under-

None of them whom Thou gavest stood now somewhat of its blcsaed 
me nre lost, but the son of perdition." import, (John xiv. 13.) They had tho 
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promise that the Holy Ghost should : made perfect in human weakness; 
be bestowed t,o plelld, and for· this 'I W ouders unheard-of shall be done 
great gift they were determined' to for Clod himself is about· working by 
wait. The Lord had bid them do so, instruments which He hoe prepared, 
and promised that the·blessiug should and· who are willing to be employed 
be bestiowed "not many days hence." as seemeth Il'imi good'. Let us all seek 

Nor did they wait in vain. It was grace to sit at the feet of Jesus, to 
"when they were all with one accord wait on God, "·pray and never faint,''· 
in one place " that the promise· w:m and be determined not to rest satisfied 
fulfilled, and that they "were all bap- with anything short of "power from 
tized with the Holy Ghost," who came on· high." 
from heaven as a "rushing mighty This history teaehes us that God' 
wind, and filled all the· houee where c= bring g,·eat things 01it' of small 
they were sitting." What a proof was beginnings. In that upper room, and 
this of the fuithfulness of Jesus, what among that little company of wrest• 
an honour was then put on wrestling !era, the Christian· Church com. 
social prayer, and whe.t an encoumge- menced. Since tlien similar things 
ment is here given to God's people have happened on a smaller scale
"always to pray, and not to faint ! '"' Luther in hfa monk's. cell, and the 
Here we trace· the intimate connec- Reformation-the little band at Ox. 
tion between prayer and the promised ford, in their retired room at prayer; 
blessings; that which God' fully pur- and the revival of the fast- century
poses to perform, which He has made Carey, with his associates, in the small 
provision for effecting, and which His parlour at Kettering, and modem 
own glory requires to be done, He missions - Raikes, with his few 
will only accomplish iu answer to poor children, and. Sabbath-schools
prayer. He says, concerning Hie moat Charles and Hughes, the letter of the 
glorious works, "I will yet for all oneand the Auggestionoftheother,and 
this be inquired of by the house of the Bible Society-Nasmyth labolll~ 
Israel, to do it for them." ing alone, and City and Town Mis-

In this history we may trace the sions covering- tlie land-all exhibit 
way in which God trains up His wit- great things growing out of small be
uesses, and prepares His instruments. ginnings. But let us ponder the ques· 
These Pentecostal preachers were tion. Was there ever anything exc 
fitted for their work by three years' elusively good or permanently great 
attendance on their Lord, by forty that was not begun and ca1Tied on 
days' special instruction, by ten days' with ea.meat prayer? or clid anything,. 
continuous prayer; and then came the ever fail that was commenced with a 
Holy Spirit, filling them with light, single eye to God's glory, ancl a heo.rt 
and clothing them with power. Now resting on His promise 1 "Open thy 
they were fully equipped for their month wide, and I will fill it." 
great work. They were but few, but '' Prove me now herewith, saith the 
the Lord of all power and might was Lord, and see if I will not open the 
with them. The contra.et between windows of heaven, and pour you out 
the world, with all its passions, pri'd.e, a blessing." "Ask, and ye shall re
prejuclices, and superstitions; with ceive," and thus prove that "all 
its proud philosophy, aud political things are possil,le to him that be· 
po"·er, nnd that little company in lieveth." 
the upper room, was exceeding great; 
an,l some might be ready to ask, 
"What can this little company do 1" 
Jlut God himself is about to discourse 
on that Sc,;pture : "Not by might, 
nor by power, i11t iy my Spirit, saith 
the Lon/.." llfountains must sink and 
yaJlic~ 1-i.0 e wl1en Divine f.trcngth is 

"Go up and watch the ne\V-llorn rm, 
J,uet trickling from its mossy bed, 

Streaking the heath-clad hill 
With a bright emerald' thread. 

1 ' Canst thou her lJold career foretell-
,v hat rocks she rshall o'erleap or rendr 

How far in Ocean'lj swell 
Ih·r freshening Uillows send? 
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"E'en so the· cou~-of prayer wtro knows 1 I 
It springs in silence wllere it will-

Springs· out of sight, and flows 
At first a lonely rill; 

Piinlico, Aug. 20th. 

"But etreams shailfmeet it by-and-by, 
From thousand symp!'lhetic hearts, 

Together swelliog high 
'l'lieir chant of many parts." 

FELT CONTRASTS. 
BY TBE REV. W. ABBOTT, OF BLUNHAM, BEDS. 

89 

THE D.A:RL~ OF NIGHT. THE DAWN OP DAY. 
WE will here· mention- some dark sea- ) How welcome, under ml\ll-y circum
sons in the experience of the Christ- . stances, is the morning early dawn; 
ian, the reiile.rltl! on· which we hope and not more so in a literal, than in a 
may be acceptable tO' ffie readers of; spiritual sense: some few instances of 
the Baptist Me88&nge1'. _ which we will here mention: 

1. The night of unregeneracy.~This I 1. The dawn-of G08pel liyht.-" The 
was a dark night. "Ye- were some- i dayspring from on- high bath visited_ 
time de.rkness :" not merely' sur-_- us." "Ye are light in the Lord." 
rounded by darkness, but ye were 'l?he Holy Spii-it by the glorious Gospel 
dark yourselves. It was the darkness hath illumined your minds. "God, 
of ignorance, prejudice, enmity, and who commanded the light to shine
guilt. All your notions and deeds out of darkness, hath· shined into yow: 
were in unison with this. It was a hearts, to give the light of the know
darkness loved and rejoiced'in. Satan, ledge of the glory of God in the face 
the prince of darkness, enticed you of Jesus Christ.'' This light ie SOV&' 

on, triumphed over you, leading you reign in its viaits,- aud saviug in ita, 
fast down to· eternal darkness. How influence. It does not shine on all 
great the grace that has resoued you 18.llds, noJ.I on all minds ; but where 
from thie night of darkness I for with I it does shine with the light of life, 
some "the darkness is past, and the-. with "saving health," there it is wel
truo light now shineth." We mention comed, rejoiced in, and God is proised 
the past darkness that it may have & I for it. This light mo.y ho.ve dawned 
humbling influence, that it lll&Y lead : 011 us gradually 01· iuetantaneously, 
tothankfulnessforthelightgiven,the iu either way effectuo.lly._ W! mny 
d!'Ilger seen, the refuge fled to, and to , not be nble to tell the precise time of 
pity, combined with prayer 11nd effort, ! its rising, but tho.t it does shine on 
for the spread of \his light- amongst ' us is plain-plain from tho discovery 
others who iu·e still in the night of made of our sin and do.uger, of tha 
moml darkness, : Goepel remedy e.ucl tefuge. 

, 2. The night of ti·o-ulile.-In this 1 2. The dawn of pl'onii.sed delivol'
lllght the clouds are often very thick, , ance.~ln the day of trouble tho bc
aucl the darkness intense, eo much so lieve1· finds o. privileged resort open to 
that the frienclly moon and stare are ! him; availing himself of this he draws 
not vi~ible to cheer us. Mini'sters I nigh unto God, entreating Him, "Be 
and friends may symputhize with us, : thou my strong habitation whet·ctmto 
may_ counsel and try to console us, ' I may continually resort." 'l'ho voico 
but 1t still remains dark. In this night ' of promise to the tr-0ubled Christian• 
w~ must use prayer, consult the pro- says, " Hope thou in God ; God sha.11 
!-01808, and p11tiently wait for the open- help you, aud thut right early" -
1ng mo1•1ling. and right early is at the dawn of 

. "Prayer make, the darkened cloud morning. Hope has an eye thnt 
w~tlhlmw." Let us not forget that pierce, through the clouds of trouble, 
wisdom and love appoint., and mea- ,u1d tlc.ocric., brightness at a dis• 
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THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT-conthwed. THE DAWN OF DAY-conti1111Ud. 

sures this night; that love sustains tance-it is the Fathe1's smiling couu
us while wisdom instructs therein. tenance : 
11 His 10,·e in times past forbids me to think 

He'll lea,·e me at last in trouble to sink." 

And "whoso is wise, and will observe 
these things, even he shall understand 
the loving kindness of the Lord." 
" The righteous cry, and the Lord 
heareth them, and delivereth them 
out of all their troubles." 

3. The night of spiritual desertion. 
-This is a trying night, occasioning 
our grief, yet tending to our good. It 
leads to a serious searching of the 
heart, to an earnest looking to Him 
who giveth songs in the night, and 
who shines forth with the light of life. 
He may still withhold the light of His 
countenance, but He does not cease to 
love us ; He does not forget us, but 
tries us for our profit, and sends forth 
the voice of promise as the precursor 
of His return. Tried, mourning be
liever, be of good courage, for He will 
soon turn thy night into day, thy 
darkness to light, thy so1Tows to joys, 
thy dangers to deliverances, thy fears 
to hopes, thy complainings to grateful 
songs. " In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment; but 
with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer." 

4. The night of Death.-We fear 
this night often; yet why should we 1 
Jesus 1iromises His grace, His pre
sence, and victory. Death may look 
dark at a distance, and may much 
excite our fears, but the Gospel lamp 
illumines it; the Redeemer's pre
sence dispels its gloomy shades, while 
it leads to a day without a night-an 
everlasting day. 

" Fast as ye bring the night of death, 
Ye bring eternal day," 

Fear not, believer, to enter on this 
night, for Jesus will be thy light and 
thy salvation. " The Lord will be 
unto thee an everl11sting light, and thy 
God thy glory." 

'1 Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face." 

. 3. The dawn of spirieiial 11ianife8t«
tion.-The first indication of this may 
be after a long season of painful con
viction and of anxious seeking; Jesus 
appe~s t~ such and says, " I ~m thy 
salvat10n. How welcome 1s this 
visit, how precious is this word, what 
peace and rejoicing it diffuses through, 
the soul. This manifestation may be 
after a season of desertion, and of great. 
consequent dejection ; and then how 
gladdening is the reassurance of the 
Redeemer's love, and how sweet the 
restored joy of his salvation. It is His. 
presence and joy that make our pre
sent happy day, and our future bright 
eternity: 

u In darkest shades, if He appear, 
My dawning is begun; 

He is my soul's bright Morning Star, 
• And He my rising Sun." 

4. The dawn of fiitwre glo,·y.-Glory 
is a bright word, and directs attention 
to a bright world. The God of glory 
has spoken to us, the message of glory 
has reached us, the Prince of glory has 
visited us, the world of glory is opened 
to us, the inheritance of glory is re
servedforus, the hope of glory is within 
us. Jesus is the way to the Father; 
by Him we are pardoned, accepted, 
and made meet for heaven; the Spirit, 
the Comforter, sheds abroad in our 
hearts the love of God as the sweet 
earnest of our future po1-tion-Christ 
in you the hope of glory. The smiles 
of Jesus, with which he now indulges 
us, and from which our present hllppi
nesss is derived ; these aro 

' 1 The young dawn of heaven below." 

W. ABBOTT, 
Bl·unliam, Beds. 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISMS. 
BY MR. JOHN FREEJILAN. 

NO. II.-THE IMPORT OF THE ADORABLE NAME "JESUS." 

WHEN Pharaoh made Joseph "lord in old maDuecripts, have been made, 
of bis house," as stated in Pa. cv. by wear and tear, Norfolk and Suffolk. 
21 aod when, as the result, Joseph And thus, by the fragmeDt ho being 
iD, princely attire rode in Pharaoh's worn away, the Dame Jehoshu.a be
eecoDd chariot with external homage came Jeshu.a iD Hebrew and Chaldee. 
abouDding iD every direction, we be- Such chaDges in Dames are gradual. 
hold what wonders Providence cao Thus, with regard to the territory of 
work. But when God's own Son ,vas the Norwegians, its first Dame in En
made "Lord ofall," the command was, glish was Northway, as found iD old 
" Let all the angels of God wor- maouscripts, while, in the second pe
ship him." And, however Jesus may riod, some persons said Northway, 
be undervalued by his enemies on and others adopted the name Norway. 
earth, the language of saints u.nd angels Just so Josedech's son Joshua is called 
in heaven is, " Worthy is the once slain Jehosh11a (in pointed Hebrew) both 
Lamb to receive power, and riches, by Haggai aDd Zechariah, while 
and wisdom, and might, aDd hoDour, throughont Ezra and Nehemiah he is 
aud glory, aDd bleaaing !" Yea, on desigoated Jeshua. 
earth too, those who follow the Lamb I As, moreover, in the third period, 
whilhersoever he goeth, leam, accord- : N orthwa.y became Norway alone, so, 
ing to their humble capacities, the I at length, Jehoshua became Jeshua 
anthem so sublimely sung above. • alone, or Jesuci reduced to Je:n, if we 

By Jews who lived where Greek 
I 
take our orthography from the Greek. 

was spoken Josh na or rather J ehoehua., , For, as the reader may know, the Greek 
aud every uamesake of the said son of; word Jesus signifies Jesu, where we 
Nun, was called JesW1. And, accord-, say he, while Jesun signifies Jesu 
ing to the pointed Hebrew, Nun's where we say h-im. Thus, when u.n 
son is thus referred to in N um. xiii. D.Dgel of the Lord spoke Syro-Chaldaic 
16: "Aud Moses conferred on Hoshea to Joseph in II dream, the injunction 
son of Nun the uame Jehoshua." coDcerning the S11viour was, "Thou 
Nor docs this chRDge of Dame appear shalt Cllll his Dan1e JESU, iDasmuch 
iunppropriate. For, in the Hebrew ! as he will s11ve his people from their 
the Israelites brought back from Egypt, I sine." 
the appellation Hoshea, signifying I JESU then, augmented to JESUS, 
" He who has saved," seems oDly to is the Greek nominative adopted as 
have made Nun's BOD a namesake of both nomiDative and 11ccusative in 
some oue called Hoshea in reference EDgliah. But though the word JESU 
to something aohieved. But th.i term was the word JEHOSHUA impaired 
Jehoahua, signifying "He who will as to sound, yet the aignificatioD of 
l!llve," well accorded with the views JEHOSHUA, or JOSHUA 11s we 
Moses had of Joshua's becomiDg the write the word, w11s altogether 1111im

Saviour of Israel when, by viotory JJairecl. For the re11Bon assigned in 
11fte1· victory, he would be the instl·u- Matt. i. 21; for the n11me shows at 
llleut in God's hand for establishing oDce the 111eaning of the nllille. In 
the twelve tribes in the LaDd of sho1-t, to give the force of the u.ngel's 
Promise. address to Joseph, we must thus ex-

Iu. transmitting a name, however, press it: "Thou ehoJt c11ll his uame 
to distaDt generations, there is not HE WHO WILL SA VE, in11smuch 
unfrequeDtly more 01· less of change. as HE WILL SAVE his people 
Thus, iD our own language, the coun- from their sins." 
ties N 01-thfolk and Southfolk, as spelt Some person~, ae Damesakos of 
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Joshua sou of Nun, were called Jesus., I of the raiubow; aud, in this extent 
as Jesus spoken of in Col. iv. 11, and must. we regard the all-transcendent 
there denominated "Jesus who is work of Christ. 
called Justus." But with Joslma the Jesus brings salvation to a sinnei· 
name hsd an appropriateness, as .he, on the day of conversion. Thus in 
in leading Israel after the flesh into Luke xix. 9 we behold the Saviour 
the possession of the earthly Canaan, saying to Zacohreus, "This day is sa1. 
waa, as God's instrument, a sa1viour. vation come to thia house." And 
But, with in'Comparably more appro- what a wondrous· sight I Through. 
priateness, the name was applied to Divine gr.ace a,rich man does what is 
the babe at Bethlehem who was to be naturally harder· than a camel!s pass
THE AUTHOR OF ETERNAL ingthrough the eye.of a needle. He 
SALVATION and to conduct the enters·the kingdom of heaven; and,. 
whole Israel of God into the heavenly in connexion with, such entrance, says 
Canaan. In this character, too august " Behold, Lovd, th·e half of my good; 
for an archangel to sustain, was the· I give to. the, poov; and, if I have 
son of Joseph and Mary ea.lied JESUS_ ta.ken anything·from any man by false. 

Thus we behold the babe in• the accusation,. I restore him fourfold." 
manger in the aspect the angel of the Through the, Christian, pilgrimage 
Lord presented him to the shepherds too, Jesus makes ell things work to
of Bethlehem. "Fear not," says the gether· for good; and, at the close of 
angel, "for, behold, I bring you good that pilgrimage,. he gives a victory 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to over death. In short, by a life of 
all people. For unto you is born this faith, and, as the result, a life of holi-· 
day in the city of David a SAVIOUR ness, salvation is beheld in a growing 
who is Christ the Lord." Luke ii. meetness for the kingdom of heaven 
10, 11. above. And there unutterable happi-

In saving his people from thei.J.• sins ness in its manifold aspects becomes 
we behold the Great Redeemer saving the portion of the perfected just. 
from the guilt of sin and from the Nor ea.n any fear of such happiness 
power of sin. With us, indeed', jus- ever terminating, disquiet the soul 
tification and sanctification are viewed through the mighty roll of eterno.l 
separately, but in reality they are as ages. 
inseparable as two connected colours M(J//·yland Pomt, S/1/'atford, Essex. 

A BELIEVER'S ESTIMATE OF THE BIBLE. 

BY THE REV. W. n; BONNER, OF BIRKENIIEAD. 

I love the bible.. As the storehouse I love its promises, for their appropri
of religious knowledge; as the instru- ateness, vaatness, and certainty. I lovo 
ment of ministerial usefulness ; as its prayers as models of filial freedom 
the test of christian expei,ience ; as and believing reverence. J. love its 
the guide of social order and guardian songs, for their solemn gladness, and 
of civil freedom; as the only sure their godly bearing. I lovo its pre
barrier against the desolating inroa.ds cepts, for their equity and ohasteness, 
of fanaticism, socinianism, and athe- thei1· accordn.ncy with the principles 
iRm; as the friend of the people, irro- of grace, their afflntty with the pro-· 
specti't'e of condition or class; and as mises, and their applicn.bility to t~e' 
the "world's best hope," I love the vicissitudes of my heavenwa.rd pil
bible. I love its testimonies, for their grimage. I love it for its Author and 
truthfulness and moral grandeur. I, authority; for the evils it 1·ebukes nnd' 
love its argumeuts, fo1· their fairness II removes; for the good it does nnd de-· 
an,l cugency. I !urn itR invitatiom, signs; for the goodnoss it reveals and 
fur their conde>oceusion aml freeness. requires; for the fellowship it creates· 
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and the friendshlps it sanctifies and science· is raise that is contradictory 
~eroente·; for the happi~ess its dif- to it. It is not a book of politics; 
fuses, and the prospects 1t unfol~. I yet all politics which are adverse to 
Jove it as a record, a meill:onal, a its principles, are nnjust and mis
standard, a treasure, a companion, and cbievons. It is a book for time, to 
a gwde. As a law-book it is the guide through it; a book for earth, to 
cheapest and safest; as a prayer-book, lift above it;· a book for society, to 
it is full and infallible; as a hymn- regenerate and elevate it. It is a book 
book, alike faultless are its theology, for man, in relation to man his bro
poetry spirit, and style; and as a ther; and for man the sinner, in re
school}book, it surpasses every other lation to "God the Saviour." It is 
for :fixing the attention, feeding "the book of Jehovah" because it and 
thought, controlling the imagination, it only, teaches us of the One eternal 
informing the judgment, training the Being;. who of hlmself alone is immut
conscience, educing the superior a.f- ably existent; who in himself alone 
fectione of the heart,. and in every re• is absolute perfection; who is the first 
spect fitting for society. Therefore I cause of all things good, and the end 
Jove it in the study, the pulpit, and of all thlngs, both in the way of ter
the pew; in the countinghouaeandthe minating what is to be concluded, and 
workshop; in the garden and the of cons.ummating what is to be com
field; in the sitting room and the bed pleted. It is "the word of Christ, n 

chamber ; in the railway carriage and because "the testimony of Jesus," 
the steamboat; in the mornwg and the God-man mediator, the appointed 
the evening; in sickness and in health. Redeemer of sinners and Lord of saints, 
In every case and ple.ce, be it near me is its e.lpha. and omega-beginning and 
for reading or hearing, for counsel or end. It is "the word of truth," be
comfo1t. Because of its divine origin cause its records are facts, its gifts are 
and originality it is the best of books, I eubstantie.litiee, its requirements are 
and in religion the sole authority, in- 1 righteous.nessee, and its predictions 
fallible and absolute. It needs not : and promises o.re but anticipations of 
and will not sanction a companion- 1 providence, which without exception, 
volume, as being equally with itself a , in due time and order become veri
teet of truth, or rule of practice. To I ties. It is a book of purposes, not 
"the bible, the bible only," every one I experiments ; of realities, not fancies; 
':ho woult learn " the g~od ~nd the I an~ of positiveness, not possibilities. 
ngbt way, must apply hw mind and It 1s "the book of the lo.w," because 
yield his conscience. He must resort I it admits of no appeal from its deci
to it, not to obtain support to opinions sione. No other book is so wide 
previously adopted but to receive in its range, so lofty in its aim, so 
~eekly, unreservedly, and unheeitat- benevolent in its spirit, so dignified 
mglywhntever is renlly taught therein. in its character, and so happy in its 
"For instruction, for conviction, for influence. Its depth is tho mystery 
reformation, (or, restoration) and for of truth; its heig)l.t is the splendour 
education in 1;ghteousuess," the scrip- of purity; its mission ia the mercy of 
lures "given by the inspiration of lovo; its course is the path of wisdom; 
God" nre "profitable" and sufficient. t its sphere is the world of fallen mnn
N ° tenet is true, no principles arc kind ; and its end is tho glory of God. 
soun'.I, no motives are pure, no con-\ It is therefore, and it only is of uni
duct1s corrcct, nohope iswell-founded,, verso.I utility. The philosopher by 
no precepts are binding, no orcli- I the study of it, may extencl his know
nances, rites, or ceremonies are becom- \ leclge of the laws of matter, and the 
mg, an~ no worship fa acceptablo, _ prope1ties of mind; the statesman 
except m harmony with this sacred may learn from it precoclcuts and 
volume. It alone is the standard of principles o.pplicablc to nutional go
Dlorals and prescriber of piety. It is ' verument; the poet may find in it 
not a book of science; yet every inspiring aids to his noblest couccp-
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tions; the painter may depict from it and serviceable. It contaim the deve
scenes of loftiest g,·andeur aud holiest lopments of the Eternal Will, the thun
awe, and portraits of goodness aud deringa of righteous and rea.~onable 
beauty affording the fullest scope to w1-ath, the benefactions of unmerited 
his artistic genius; while the plough- favour, the rebukes of fatherly fidelity 
boy and "the maid behind the mill" the beauties of holiness, theglowings of 
may by means of it learn the most love, the counsels of wisdom, and the 
exalted lessons and attain unto the indexoffuturity. Byit,faithuntogra
divine$t skill. Whoever is humbly tuitous salvation is authorised, peni
led by it, is sc.fcly led to heaven. It tenceisevoked,prayerisinduced,hope 
confounds the conceited, baffles the is uplifted, love is attracted, obedience 
speculative, rebukes the proud, frowns is guided, affliction is irradiated, zeal 
upon the formal, denounces the un- is animated, pra.i.ae is inspired, and 
generous, dooms the profligate and the death is conquered. It is the dis. 
impenitent, smiles upon the meek and sector of the human heart, the charter 
self-denying, assures the fearingly con- of the Christian church, the specular 
trite, and refreshes the way-worn fol- of the Deity, and the telescope of eter
lower of Christ with living water from nity. This is the book-the one book 
the crystal fountain of eternal love. of my heart. "O how I love thy law," 
Like all the works of God, his word is Father of lights and God of truth ! 
diversified and harmonious, plain and " The law of thy mouth is better unto 
profound, simple and sublime, suitable me than thou.sa.nds of gold and silver." 

PEN AND INK SKETCHES OF BAPTIST MINISTERS. 

NO. X.-THE REV. HENRY DOWSON, 

Minister of We8'gate Chapel, Bradford. 

THE success of almost everything in fication experienced by beholding it 
this world largely depends upon the appropriately filled. 
adaptation of the means employed to The Rev. Henry Dowson, of Brad
the end that is sought to be attained. ford, supplies an admirable illustration 
The necessity which exists for having of these geneml remarks. The manu
" the right man in the right place," facturing districts of England, perhaps, 
has become a proverbial remark; and more than any other, require a robust, 
it is fully as applicable to the enter- earnest, active, and, at the same time, 
prises of religion as to the science of j cultivated ministi·y. In agricultw-al 
government. The stagnant condition regions, where the population is sparse 
of many of ow· Christian communities ! and scattered, the general mind of the 
is doubtless frequently to be attri- ~ people becomes dormant and rusty; 
buted to the unsuitability of the men but in those great hives of industry, 
who have come to occupy those , created by modern enterprise, where 
spheres of labour, for which it is as ' multitudes are constantly mingling 
certain as anything can possibly be ' together, the intellect becomes restless 
they were never designed. Square and polished. It is absolutely neces
pega cannot, in the nature of things, sary, therefo1·e, that the teachers of 
ad.apt themselves to round holes ; and . religion in such places as Mancheste1·, 
it is matter for much satisfaction, , Leeds, Halifax, Sheffield, Stockport, 
therefore, when we see that any man Blackburn, Stockton, Bradford, alld 
has been led, in the order of Provi- the rest of the great towns of the 
dence, to find that particular niche in North, to be effective in the prosecu• 
the Church for which he is evidently tion of their holy mission, should be 
fitted. And, of course, just in pro-

1 
thoroughly abreast of the _People 

portion to the magnitude and import- , whom they seek to instruct 1n the 
a.nee of the position will be the grnti- , things of God, and fully able to enter 



PEN AND INK BKETCBEB OF BAPTIST MINISTERS, 95 

into their modes of thinking, aud to the Rev. James Edwards. Reposing 
understand all the specialities of their themselves in that blessed hope of en
poaition. To the want of this may , during satisfaction which the Gospel 
doubtless be attributed much of the gives, they were anxious, it seems, 
infidelity which has prevailed among that their beloved Henry should also 
our manufacturing population. No be conducted into the way of peace; 
matter what may be said about the and, to their unspeakable joy, the 
nattll'al aversion of the human heart, G1-eat Disposer of hearts heard their 
in its unconverted condition, to the prayers, and blessed their efforts. 
message of the Gospel, experience has Whilst yet a youth, Henry was bap
proved ~ha:, wherever it ~as b_e~n e~- tized, an~ becan:ie a ~ember of the 
bibited m its own grand sunplic1ty, 1t church with which bis parents were 
gives forth a wonderful power of at- connected, and was shortly afterwards 
traction, and a subduing force such as sent to Horton College to be educated 
no other influence on earth was ever for the ministry. Dr. Steadman-a 
known to posse~•- We have ourselves' name which will long be fragrant in 
witnessed several most delightful de- the Baptist Denomination-was the 
monstrations of this fact in that great Theological Tutor at the time; and 
town, of 120,000 inhabitants, where , under his judicious guidance were 
Mr. Dowson resides. On the occa- , imparted, it may well be supposed, 
sions to which we allude the spacious some of those sterling elements which 
room of the Mechanics' Institution, have since contributed to ministerial 
the Odd Fellows' and the Temperance efficiency. From Horton College Mr. 
Halls, were crowded with promiscuous Dowson went to Edinburgh, where 
assemblages of labouring men, whom he spent a valuable session in the col
the champions of ungodliness had lege of which the world-renowned 
claimed for their own followers ; but, Dr. Chalmers was the Theological Pro
after these men had done their utmost fessor. 
to convince their audiences that the In 1834, and while still a student, Mi·_ 
Bible was o. lie, and Christianity a Dowson received nn invitation to be
cheat, a few powerful statements of come assistant minister to his early 
the truth, combined with a pathetic , tutor, Dr. Steadmnn,who, in addition 
appeal to the consciences of those ad- to his professorship of Horton College, 
d1-essed, served in each case, and at was the pnstor of the church in ,Yest
ouce, to call fo11,h a 1-esponse of belief gate-street, Bradford. He accepted the 
iu the declaration that the Gospel of invitation, and entered nt once upon 
Chl'ist is indeed the only revclntion the duties of the office, and in the 
of the way of ea.lvation. It is altoge- following yenr found a still more in
~her a miato.ke to suppose, and absurd, timo.te connection with the church 
if not sinful, to 1-epresent that the by becoming its co-p11stor. This union
mas~es of the working men of the land continued till 18~7, when Dr. Stend
nl'e rntcllectually estranged from the man passed to his rest and rewal'd. 
Chi-isti1m l'eligion. At the earnest request of tho church, 

Mr. Dowson is ju~t the man for a Mr. Dowson then consented to p_ei~ 
Bradford pulpit, possessing, as he form the office of sole pnstor, which 
does, all the prime quo.liftcations of a h? has sustained with high h<;>nour. to• 
teacher such as its people most ur- himself, and unbounded snt1sfact1ou. 
gently require. He was born and to the fellowship, from thnt period to· 
educated among the very class he is the present. The church hns grown 
0 ?w called upon to instruct. The in a most gl'atifying mnnner under 
h_1storically celebrated town of Not- his cal'e, and the chapel hns been en• 
tll:1gham was the place of his birth. larged three times. It is nuw one of 
His parents were both 9f them pious, the largest in the denominntion,. seat
nnd openly avowed their nttachment ing 1,700 persons. The plRcc 1s al• 
to the Saviour, by becoming membel's ways filled to overflowing evel'y Snb
of the church under the pastorate of bath by a very intelligent audience 
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,vho cau well appreciate the sound! characterised by lucid statements 
and masterly exposiUons of the Gospel ! sound argument, and subduing np'. 
which Mr. Dowson never fails to pre-! peals. His style, too, is thoroughly 
sent. The practical character of his : English, plain and forcible ; seeming 
ministry, and the extent to which it I well to understand the fact, that any 
bas been blessed of the Lord, may be I man who makes a. copious use of short 
seen in the fact that the church itself Sa.xon words, and utters them so ns 
numbers no less than 630 members, to cause every sentence to tell, and 
notwithstanding that in the latter as if he knew them all to be of ster
years of Dr. Steadman' s pastorate a ling value, will get a patient hearing 
considerable number oftbe flock were from the British people, no matter 
dismissed to form the nucleus of a what may be the topic of discourse. 
separate church, now under the care There is no attempt, therefore, either 
of Mr. Chown. Mr. Dowson and his in the pulpit or on the platform, to 
church a1-e strict Baptists, but his clothe his thoughts with mere verbal 
own spirit is none the less catholic, drapery ; and all metaphysical refine
as the fact of bis intimate fellowship ments are discarded as unworthy of 
with his brethren of other commu- the awful, though glorious, subject of 
nions, and bis active services iu con• human salvatiou. Consequently it is 
nection with the Town Mission, and not possible for any attentive listener 
other unsectarian projects, abundantly to retire from the service and assert 
testify. Mr. Dowson is also one of that he did not comprehend what the 
the houorary secretaries of Horton minister had been saying; and rarely, 
College; but with all his extraueous one would think, without being able 
engagements be is never unmindful to make the positive declaration of 
or negligent of his pastoral duties ; having become more deeply impressed 
and being but forty-three years of with the wonders of redeeming love, 
age, there is reason to hope that he and the paramount claims which the 
has yet before him a considere.ble Gospel has upon the attention and the 
amount of work to perform on behalf heart of humanity. As an author 
of his fellow-men, and for the honour Mr. Dowson is not much known, 
of his Master. Mr. Dowson may be having published only one small vo
said to be a popular preacher in the lume-a Centenary Memorial of the 
best sense of the word. He addresses church of which he has so long been 
the people in a language which tqey the beloved and honoured pastor, By 
cannot fail to understand, and in such ministers of the Independon_t denomi
an earnest manner as to indioate,that nation we h11,ve ft,sr".;.ently heard Mr. 
he believes the mesBage which he has Dowson•~ name me~tioned with the 
to deliver to be both true in itse!f ut:':iost respect, as a man of worth 
and of the utmost _moment to l_:~8 I and power, whom any religion~ con~
hearers. He rarely, if eve>:, preRCheB munity would necessarily co1Js1der it 
long sermons; and th~, are uniformly a high honour to possess. 

AccEI-TA.DLE Wonos.-" The words 
oi" the wise are as goads ancl as nails." 
~at preponderates must be weighty ; 
what pierces must be pointed; what is 
caJTiecl away must be portable; ancl all 
cannot equnlly carry. 

. Lo No SERMONB.-The late Dr. Bogue 
1s reported t<l have one day said to some 
of his students, "Do you suppose that 
people ha re nothing to do but to listen 
to your emptiness by the hour ?"-a re
buke too pc·tti,hly given, and too severe. 

But there is propriety in Lnmont's re• 
mark, "There is no excuse for 11 long 
sermon; if it be goocl it need n6t be 
long, and if it be bad it ought not to bo 
long." Queen Anne, after ·hearing Dr. 
South, saicl, "You have given us nn 
excellent sermon, :nr. South: I wish 
you had had timB to make it longer." 
"Nay, please your Majesty," so.id h~, 
"I wish I heel had time to runke it 
shorter." \Vhitfield and Wesley, nnd 
most of the cndy Methodists, were 
short. "\Vhy clo not many of their sue• 
cessors follow their example? 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 

LINES ON THE DE.A.TH OF MISS ELIZA PALMER, OF SEVEN OAKS, 

WHO FELL ASLEEP m JESU81 MAY 14TB, 1855, AGED 19 YEARB. 

"Tbeie shall be no more death."-REv. xxi. 4. 

"Yes, I shall behold Ilia lov'd face, 
Myself in His brightness shall glow, 

And sing to the praise of His grace, 
In strains never utter'd below. 

The harmony sweet shall roll on, 
And ages on ages shall run, 

And when these long ages are gone, 
The chorus is only begun."--

Tmrs falter'd forth our sister; and she slept 
On Jesu's bosom, happy made through Him 
Who at the sepulchre of Laz'rus wept, 
But whose almighty love susta.in'd her soul, 
Won her young heart, and taught her lips to sing 
Such joyful strains as death could not control. 

Hope gently stoop'd, and folded her to rest: 
She shed no tear, for Jesus was her friend; 
And on her ears the harpings of the blest 
Fell sweetly, and she smiled ; for she could see 
The shining train that would her soul attend 
To her bright home beyond life's troubled sea. 

Call'd eady home, we yield her to the grave, 
In sure and certain hope that she shall rise; 
We give our telll'II, for nature these will crave, 
Yet while we weep, 0 Lord, we praise Thy love, 
Which taught her heart the Pearl of heav'n to prize. 
Thy will be done : we hope to meet above. 

w. P. BA.LFERN. 

LITERARY NOTICES. 

T/,e Fail/, of Dyi11g Jacob. By R. 6011GB. 
E,hted by the ln1e Rev. George Pritchard, 
fonnerly Pastor of the Baptist Chapel, 
Keppel-street. 18mo. pp. 111, cloth, 
boards. London: Book Society. 

A reprint of some e':tcellent sermons on 6
1 en. xlvili. 2 I, by one or the Puritan 
athers. 

BU,Jical I,utruction1 for Yortttg Person.. 
By 6£01\GE PmTcUARD. Pp. 72, cloth. 
London: Book Society. 

Tuu little book is Intended to explain nnd 
vindicate those represeatallona of the Divine 
Being which infidel• are In the habit of 
quoting for the purpose of ferplexlng and 
embarrassing lhe minds o youthful In
quirers; to whom we mod cordially recom
mend It. "4.lfred'a Memorial." Pp. 16. 0 .A Gujde 

~o Glory." Pp. 24. 11 The Impending Sen
ence and a Present Salvatio1'." Pp. 24. 1 

T London: \Vard and Co. Admonitory H;nt, lo Communictrnts. By 

0 
BI\££ excellent little twopenny bookEI, by GEoRGE PatTCIIAnD. Pp. 31. London: 

cur esteemed correspondent, the Rev. John Book Society. 
:;'<, of \Voohvich. They are adapted ror TnEBE Hints nre well calculated to induce 

fl\, it u~erulness, and desene to be e1.ten- serious reflections and se::irchlng examlna-
e Y caculatec1, tion. 
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Tl,e Chrisfi(rn's Penn.11 Almanack for 1S56, 
which (besiiles tl~e usual. Ali:a1-anack in
formation) contarns Med1tal1ons upon I 
Select Passages of Scripture for Every 
Day in the Year, chiefly by the Rev. J. A. 
JAMES and the Rev.OCTA''IUS WINSLOW, 
D.D. Together with a Metropolitan Chapel 
Directory, comprising an Account of all 
the Baptist Chapels and Places of Wor
ship belonging to the Congregational 
Churches, e1c., in and near London; the , 
Names and Residences of Baptist and In
dependent Ministers, and Times or Ser
vices '>n Week Evenings, and on Lord's
days; with a Guide to Public Exhibitions, 
and Places of General Interest. Forming 
a Christian Visitor's Handbook to London. 
London: J. Paul, 1, Chapter-house-court, 
Paternoster-row.\ 

Ta1s is a neat little book, generally usefu1, 
and prodigious]y cheap. At the low price at 
which it is issuedJ a sale of many thousands 
of copies will be required to repay the cost 
ofits production. Such a sale, we doubt not, 
will be realized. The meditations for every 
day in the year are every way worthy of 
their distioguished authors. Each of these 
precious germs of thought may, by God's 
blessing, be the means of producing and 
1astaining a high-toned spirituality, as well 
as incitiog to increased activity in the paths 
of righteousness and true holiness. The 
statistical information it furnishes is cC1nsi
derable, and likely to be very useful te 
Christian visitors to the Metropolis, to whom 
it will serve as a Directory to all Baptist 
Chapels, and all places of worship belonging 
to the several bodies of Dissenters, and to 
the residences of their respective pastors, ao 
wel1 as a guide to the public exhibitions and 
&igbts of London. We advise all our readers 
to procure it for themselves, and to distri
bute it among their poorer brethren. 

The Faded Flower. A Memoir of Edward 
B--, a youth who died in peace. Pp. 
16. Loudon: J. Paul, Chapter-house
court. 

The Lam!, gathered i11to the Fold. Pp. 22. 
London: J. Paul. 

BorH excellent books for the young. 

The E"angelical Preacher; or. Studiea for 
the Pulpit. Nos. I, 2, and 3. Publishing 
Monthly. London: Sangster and Fletcher. 

THESE contain sketches and outlines of ser
mons, and expository and devotional com
ments of a very superior kind. To those 
who need such helps, they will be found 
very serviceable. 

Look tu Je,ua; or, How We must be Savecl. 
By the Rev. Jo&N CUMMJ.NG, D.D., 
F.R.S.E. Pp. 64. London: J. Paul. 

Persuasives to Repentunce. By the same 
Author. Pp. 32. London: J. Paul. 

THESE arc exceeclin!J'IY useful books, an<l 
will be found very suitable for presentation. 

The Standn,·d Tune Book; consisting of 
Three Hundred and Twenty Hymn Cho
rales, etc.; including the cboieest of Lu
ther's o\Vn and adopted Compositions. 
and other splendid specimens of Congre: 
gational Psalmody, by eminent English 
and Continental Church Composers in 
about Eighty different Metres, with' ap
propriate Hymns appended to each. To
gether with the most approved Single and 
Double Chants, the Ancient Tones for the 
Prose Psalms i an Introductory Anthem 
Sanctus, Responses, Dismission Tunes' 
and Chorus, etc. With an Accompani~ 
ment for the Organ or Piano!orte. Cloth, 
6s. 6d.; strongly half-bound ,n calf, 7s. 6d. 
In Vocal Score, 2s. cloth. London: J. F. 
Shaw. 

WE have met with no collection of Psalm 
Tunes which contains so many gems of first
rate classical excellence as the one before 
us. It is evident that the harmonies 
in the II Standard Tune Book" bave been 
written expressly for t.he •• human voice 
divine,., their grandly-simple style renders 
them effective and of easy performante. In 
these respects the editors have avoided the 
error into which the writers of the harmonies 
in Mr. Novello's II Psalmist" have fallen. 
Most of those gentlemen were crack organ
ists, and they took advantage of the oppor
tunity offered them of displaying their pro
fessional skill. and wrote for the instrument 
rather than the voice: their harmonies, 
being fuU of chromatic passages, and in a 
style the most recondite and difficult of at
tainment, might, with the utmost. propriety, 
be designated "Studies for the Organ.'1 

1• The Standard Tune Book" has, we are 
glad to find, already passed through two 
editions, and is, we opine, destined at no 
distant period to effect a thorough reforma
tion in the psalmody &ervices of the sanctu
ary, and the general and speedy disuse or 
the '' jurn1, Jim Crow" species of hymn 
tune, with which the "Union Tune-book" 
abounds, the patch-work harmonies of whose 
tunes is an offence against the proprieties or 
musical science and correct taste. As to 
each tune is appended an appropriate hymn, 
ii will be found an excellent family choral 
book. Congregational choirs would do well 
to possess themselves of it, if only for the 
sake of many superior tunes, which ore not 
to be met with elsewhere. 

Glimpses of Jesus--:-;;;:c;;,.i,t Ezalled i11 U.e 
Ajfec/ions of Hia People. By W. i'. BAL• 
FERN. Second Edition. Pp. 278. Lon
don: J. F. Shaw. I 

WE are not at all surprised at the rapid sa e 
of the first edition or Mr. Balfern's book. 
Its high-toned spirituality and holy unclloD 
cannot fail of being appreciated by all ~,-t• 
have tasted thaL Lhe Lord is gro.cious. 8 

anticipate for this book a very !urge and 
beneficial circulation. 

Why I do not hare "'Y Children Bapti:ed. 

T1~1~ ~~tl!~:a~ri; well adapted for general 
distribution. 
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DENOMINATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 
ANNIVERSAJ\~EJoti~:~RVICES TO I 

.MB SPtlRGEON hopes to preach on- I 
.Tu~s., Oct. 2nd. St.George's Chapel, Cannon-

street-rd ., Commercial-rd. Evening, at 7. 
Wed., 3rd. Independent Chapel, Twicken

ham. Afternoon and evening. 
Frid., 5th. Takely, Essex. Aftn. and even. 
'l'ues., 9th. Gen. Baptist Chapel, Boro'-road. 

Evening, at 7. 
Wed., 10th. Lecture on Rowland Hill, Cam-

berwell Institute. 
Thurs., I Ith. New Park-street. 
Tues., 16th. \Vaterbeach. Aftem. and even. 
Wed., 17th. Cottenbam. 
Thurs. 18th. Clare. Afternoon and evening. 
Tues. 23rd. Harrow. Afternoon and evening. 
Wed., 24th. Mr. Bodington's, Bermondsey. 
Thurs., 25th. Morning, Mr. Wallace's, Tot-

tenham; Evening, New Park-street. 
Frid., 26th. Dartford. Afternoon and even. 
Tues., 30th, \Ved., 31st, and Thurs., Nov. 1st. 

At various chapels in and around Bristol. 
RECOGNITION SERVICES. 

Po11tgpuul 1 z;o11 Chapel, Tro.s11,ants, Sept.3rd. 
-Oftbe Rev. L. Lewis, late of the Baptist 
Coll•ge, Pontypool, as pastor of the Bap
tist church in the place. On the day pre
vious, the Rev. Evan Thomas, of Trede
gar, preached morning, afternoon, and 
evening, in lfelsh, and the R1:v. Evan 
Jeukins, of the College, afternoon and 
evening, in English. The rt-cognition ser
vices were conducted aa follows: In the 
morning the Rev. R. Ree1:1, of Glascoed, 
read and prayed; after which the Rev. J. 
Lloyd, of Merthyr, stated the nature of a 
Christian church, in Welsh; lhe Rev. J. 
Morgan, of Llandovery, proposed lhe 
usual questions, and offered the recogni
tion pruyer. The Rev. Thomas TholDBS, 1 

Theological Tutor, addrcased Mr. Lewis 1 

in English, and the Rev_ Evan Thomae 
addressed the church on Hebrews xili. 7. 
In the afternoon the Rev. l\lr. Jones, of 
Argoed, read aud prnyed; the Rev. Mr. 
Owen, of Buthlwyd, preached from Mnrk 
vii. 21-30; the Rev. S. Price, of Aber
sycban, in En!i!:lish, from l Cor. xv. 10; I 
and the Rev. W. Thomae, or Pisgah, frC1m , 
John, •. G. In the evening the Rev. Mr. 1 

Roberttt, of Trosnant, reatl .:ind pray~d; I 
)he Rev. E. Thomas, of Tredegar, preached j 
m W•lsh from llfatt. :1. 37; tho Rev. G. 
Thom.us, ClosE1lcnl Tutor, in Englhih, from 
~oh'! xvil. 20, 21; and the Rev. J. Lloyd, 
m Welsh, from Rom. x. 12. 

Bow, 11ear Lo11do11, Sept. 2Sth.-Of the Rev. 
W. P. llalfern; conducted by the Revs. S. 
Davis, Bow (Ind.); F. Wills, Eagle-street: 
B._ Preece, Po11lari C. \Voollacott, Little 
Wild-st.; J. \Vhittemore, Eynsford, Kent: 
Dr. AnKus, Stepney College; C. Stovel, 
Who delivered an impressive char~e to tlte 
iastor i \V. D. Bowes, Blandford-street; 

• Cator; and J. Cousins. 
E a.stcomlie Chapel, Stroud, Gloucesttrshire, 

Aug. 7th.-Of the Rev. H. Whitlock, 
from Earl's Barton, as pastor <,f the llap-

list church. In the afternoon the Rev. 
J. Smith, of Cheltenham, preached an ear
nest and useful sermon from Chron. :x . 
11, 12; after which about 300 persons par
took of tea refreshments. In rhe evening 
a public meeling was held, presided over 
by the Rev. T. F. Newman, of Short wood; 
Mr. Shakspeare prayed; and after an ad
dress from the Chairman, l\lr. Whitlock 
gave an account of hi3 religions expe
rience and call lo the ministry. The meet
in~ was then addressed by the Revs. S. 
Cobbin, of Mitchingbampton,!Mr. Hough
ton, from Jamaica, J. Smith, of Chelten
ham, and the Chairman. 

OPENING OF NEW CHAPEL. 
Charlton Alusgrove, Somer,et, Sept. 6th.

A new Baptist chapel was opened in this 
village, when sennons were preached by 
the Revs. J. Price, of Montacute, R. 
James, of Yeovil, and J. Kiddle, Havant. 
The Revs. G. Day, of Wincanton, through 
whose efforts the preaching of the Gospel 
had been introduced into the village, T. 
Dunn, Gillingham, J. Drover, \Vincanton, 
and J. King, Semley, took part in the 
services. 

PRESENTATION SERVICE. 
Tal-y-u•ern, Nori/, Walts, Aug. I0th.-The 

Rev. J. H. Owen was presented with a 
purse of sovereigns from the church and 
congregation, ns a token or their respect 
for him. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
Walwor/1,, Lion-street, Sept. Sllt.-The Jubi

lee senices to commemorate lhe formation 
of the church In this place, Sept. Sth, 1805, 
commenced with an early devotional ser
vice on the morning of that day (Saturday). 
A similar oervlce wns held on Lord's-day 
morning, and on the soma day sermons 
were preached hy the Revs. J. Adey, 
Horselydown, and Dr. Steane, of CnmlJer
well. In the afternoon a juvenile service 
was held. On Monday evening a publlc 
tea 111eeti11g was held, after which ad
dresses were delivored by the postor, who 
presided, the Rev. H. J. Betts leading 
the devotions of the assembly. \V, H. 
Watson,Esq. 1 read an Interesting narrative 
of the history of the church during the 
fifty years; the Rev. J. Burnett, of Cam
berwell, a.ddress.ed the nieciing on lhe 
progrt-ss or social improvement during the 
past fifty yeArs; the Ilev. S. Green on the 
progreBB of religion in our country during 
the some period; nnd the n~v. John 
Aldis ou the JJrogress of Chrititionily 
through the world during the last fifty 
years; the Rev. J. George, of Arlhur
street chapel, Walworth, concluded the 
interesting seHice lly prayer. 

Teu·keslmry.-The Bapti~t church in this 
town having attained its bicentenary, com
memorative services were hell\ on Lord's• 
day, Aug. 2Glh. The Rev. Thos. Wilkin
son, the pastor, preached morning onll 
evening, from F.ph. xi. 20-22. On Tues-



100 DENOMINATION.AL INTELLIGENCE, 

day1 the 28th, a. public tea-meeting was I Rinastead, Northampfo11s/iire, July Ist.-
held, which was numerously attended. Three by Mr. Kitchen. 
After tea, appropriate addresses were de- Boade1 Somerset, Aug. 5th.-Se,•en b,· Mr 
livered by the pastor, and the Revs. H. Pearce. • ' 
Welsford (Ind.), E. Toyne (Wesleyan), A. Rowley and Shollley, D11rha111, July 22nd.-
Pltt, of Upton-on-Seven,, J. Smith, Che!- Two by Mr. Whitehead, one or whom, for-
tenl1am, and F. Ovetbury, Penhore. merly a Methodist preacher, delivered the 

MIN"ISTERIAL CHANGES. 
Foots Cray, Kent.-The ReT. Mr. Welsh re

tires from the pastorate on Dec. 25th. 
Penknap, West1Jury.-The Rev. J. Burle

stone has accepted the pastorate of the 
Baptist Church in this place. 

Shirley, near Soutlta111pton.-Mr. Simcox, 
from Southwell. 

Pembroke Dock.-The Rev. E. Davies, from 
Reading. 

Todmordcn.-Mr. T. Horsfield, from Brad
ford. 

Broseley Old Baptist C/uzpel.-The Rev. W. 
Yale has accepted an invitation to the 
pastorate. 

BAPTISMS. 

sermon on the interesting and solemn 
occasion. 

Rw:rt;t•ar Roas, July 29th.-Two by Mr. 

South Chard, Somerset,kire, Sept. 2nd.-Six: 
by Mr. Davies, in the river Ax, after a 
sermon from Matt. x:xviii. 19, 20. 

Sutlon•in-the-Elms, June 24th.-Two, and· 
July 29th, four, by Mr. J. Gough. 

Saunderafoot, Pembrokeahire, July 15th.
One, and Aug. 3rd, two, by Mr. B. Lewis. 

Sudburg, Suffolk, June 5th.-Five by Mr. 
Bentley. 

Widcombe, near Bath, Sept. 9th.-Three by 
Mr. Huntley, of Limpley, Stoke. 

Wokingham, Aug. 5th.-Five by Mr. Har
court. 

DEATHS. 
Banbury, 0.ron, June 27th.-Five by Mr. Arthur, Rev. Andrew, Baptist Minister 

Henderson. Edinburgh, Sept. 5ti,, of paralysis of th~ 
Bardwell, Si,jfolk, Aug. 5th.-Three by Mr. bra.in, aged 57. 

Barret. Bane, Rev. J., Baptist Minister, Malton, 
Beulah, J,fonmouthshire, July Bth.-Six by Yorkshire, Aug. 29th, aged 64. 

Mr. James, one of whom was a female, Bottomley, Mr. Jas., Aug. 26th, after a few 
aged 72. hours' illness, aged 88. Mr. B. had been 

Birmingham,Heneage-street, July lst.-Five, a most valuable deacon and Sunday.school 
and Aug. 5th, other five, by Mr. Taylor. superintendent. 

Borough Green, Kent, Sept. 16th.-One by Bowers, Mrs. M., wif-e of Mr. G. Bowers, of 
Mr. Fremlln, for the pastor. Eynsford, Kent, Ang. 29th, aged 73. Up-

Bu'T'nley, Lancashire, July 29th.-Seven by wards of fifty years an honourable mem-
Mr. Batey. ber of the Baptist church, Eynsford. 

Bury St. Edmunds, Aug. 5th.-Six by Mr. Deacon, Mr. J., for thirty-two years a mem-
Elven. ber of the Bethesda Baptist Church, Trow-

Cheltenham, Aug. 5th.-Fonr by Mr. Lewis. bridge, Wilts. The deceased was a nepbe\'r 
Chester, June 3rd.-Two, and July 22nd, of the late Dr. Marshman, of Serampore, 

one, by Mr. Giles. and departed in the faith and hope of the 
East Parley, Rants., Aug. 5th.-One by Mr. Gospel, July 25th, aged 61, 

Pulman. Freeman, Mrs. Ann, the beloved wife of 
Gladestry, July Jst.-Two, in a baptistry in Mr. Jobn Freeman, of Marvland Point, 

an open corn-field adjoining the village, by Stratford, Essex, Aug. 17th, aged 73. Mrs. 
Mr. Godson. F. hacl been an honourable member of tile 

Had!ow, July Jst.-Six. Baptist church, Bow, for upwards of forty-
High Wycombe, Cai•e Adu/lam, Ang. 5th.- eight years. 

Seven by Mr. Thring. Pratt, Mrs., relict of the late Mr. •r. Prall, 
Llanhilletli, Monmouthsltire1 June 24th.- of Mitcham.common, and dnughter or the 

Two by Mr. Lloyd. late Rev. J. Stanger, of Bessel's-green, 
Limp/ey, Stoke, Sept. 16tb.-One in Ille Kent, Sept. 16, ageli 84. 

river (after an appropriate address by the Sing, Joshua, Esq., Aug. 28th, at his resi-
pastor's son), by Mr. Huntley. dence, Bridgnorth. Mr. S. had sustnlned 

London, New Park-street, Aug. 30tb.-Thir- the office of deacoJL of the Baptist church 
teen, and Sept. 27th, twenty.two, by Mr. for thirty years, nnd was one of the magl-
Spurgeon. etrates of the borough, and a dovote(l 

---, Mount Zion, Hilt-1treet, Dorset- friend to all n:ligious and philnnthropic 
iquare, Aug. 2Gth.-Five by Mr. Foreman. institutions. 

---, llolloway, July 25th.-Threc by Snell, Mr. J., Aug. 17th, at Nounton Courl, 
Mr. Sl1ipway. Barnstaple, aged 28. He was devoted In 

J.fanorbear,Pembroke, Aug.19th.-Three by life,.and triumphed in death. 
Mr. Evans, after a sermon by Mr. Brit• Tucker, ltev. J. H., Aug. 29th, pastor of 
cliffe, from Heywood, Lancashire. the Baptist church, Winchester. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Aug. 30th.-Three by Watte, Sauh, wife of Mr. George Watts1 
Mr. Davies. I Claverton Down, near Bath, suddenly, of 

Paisley, July 19th.-One, and Aug. 5th, one paralysis, Aug. 16th. Mrs. Watts had 
by Mr. 'Wallace. been nineteen years a useful and ho~our• 

Popta,-, near London, l'ollon•slreet, Sept. able member of the Baptist church, L1mp-
23rd.-Two by Mr. Preece. Jey, Stoke, and very many lleplorellerloss. 



A Monthly· Alm.snack and Morning Portion for every Da.y. 

OCTOBER. 

l .,. We all do fade aa a leaj.-lsA, l.xiv. 6, 
•• The leaves th11t once sbnde<l the bower 

,A:te now falling s·,,iftly away; 
AD emblem o, lile-. that's i1n hour, 

Add of moftU. who quickly ~ecay, 
n Tu, Every good and erJery_ pe,:fect gift fa 
"' from aboue.-JA::MBs 1. 17, • 

For life pres4:ned, for health res.~ored, 
For all thy gifts, I bless thee, Lowd, 

3 W He carethfor you.-1 PET;v.7. 
y 0lll Father'.:) c9:1e. to all your w.::nts extencls, 
And wisely sent ia every cross he sends. 

4 Th. Tlt~l/~~1~!:!E~~s;,.~~t:n":1~o t~e earth 
What tho_ugh we wade in wealth, or toar 10 ram~ 
Earth's highest station ends in" Here be lie.a;' 
And II dust to dust,. concludes her noblest song, 

Ii F. Thougkn3/m.~~1{,t:J'.ets.1Dill I t"'8t in 
Sickness and death thy voice obey ; 
Help me to trust thee though thou olay. 

6 l,eofiaJ':,.m .. M'Th:'::C ~1;:!c;-!',~·=: u. 
rlacl~To~~e;t~u~~3~ O~~~t\~ c~g: ·to go. 

7 Su 1:ijJIJtrrntt !ib. aft. ll!rin. Let thy 
• 1rnests be clotked1Dilkrlghte011S11"3S, 

-Ps, c:uxii. 9. 
"'bile thy ministtn proclaim 
P<'ace and pardon io thy nao1e; 

Ii~~utt~:~~~J1~'; f~~{:tt:e °:t?, 1 

8 Ji[. To the Lord our God belong mercies alld 

For t(;';~~~~:~-;;~!U ~1· c:tt, 
Fa.thcr, through Christ I come to thee. 

8 Tu. Whosoever v:ill crnne ~ft.,. me, let Aim 
take 1tp his Cl"OSS uwl follfllD mc .. -
MABK vhi. 3-1. 

Tllke up thy cross, the So.viour ~o.i<l, 
If thou wouldst my disciple be; 

Deny thyself, the world forsake, 
And humbly follow llftcr me, 

10 W. Of thine 01cn hare toe gioen thee,-1 
COD.ON, xii.x. 14. 

~fy gifts arc thine, howe\'er 1mal.11 
Now i,;lorify thyself in oJ.l. 

ll. Th. ®lb .ift(cba1!11109 l!la!!., Which A<ii,, 
11:e have as an anr.'hor of the soul,-HED, l'i.19, 

5~r~'1t1~('~~~1~~\~f~ ~~o~~nO:~~~J f~~llll 
:Porc:1rtb's inferior t.nsh; thou, thou IITt all in nll, 

12 F. Who died fer 11s. -1 TRESO. v, 10. 
0 where for refuRe should I fl.ee, 
If Jesus hnd not died for me? 

13 S, / will ueveJ" leai•e thee 11or fo,•saf..:e thee. 
IIED, xiii. 5. 

Though en.rt lily friends unro.tthfulprovc, 
With sure cmd ccrto.in l1opL of love, 

Lord I woul<l clina to thee. 
14 Su. i'limlttnlb .;, aft, Wrin. They that 

tot~it 1,pon the L&rd ,hall-renew Ueir 

Thus, wi~he:1t~!~~tJ!~:~c!,
1
;<l~\he anint 

,~ulk !~5
1
~:.~~v~~~:I n~

1
,~~l r:r1:t 

Fight and conquer, 10 would 1: 

17 W, Thou wilt make all his bed in his trick• 
ness.-Ps. xli. 3. 

Sick ia my heart; o Saviour, do thou pleue 
To make my bed son in my aick.neuea. 

18 Th. .!II, l.ukt, W7ro te«c1inh like Htm f
J OB nrri. Zl. 

Saviour, none like thee can teach, 
Nor yet unfold thy word; 

• None like thee the heart can reach, 
And hea\-"Cnly l_ight afford. 

19 F. Fear not, I am with thee.-lSA., ill. 10. 
O Orh!.ri!t-:a~~~ fe::~eu, 

Thou~;~d\~~:..":::: and life I leave, 

20 B. Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled. 
-PS, ClV, 29, 

Lord, if thcu shroud thy face, my glory fades, 
And I remain a nothing, all composed ofabaaes. 

21 Bu. l!tlDenlirt!) ~- aft. ftrin. Then ,,,.,.. 
t~::~td!s:.?~~ ~en they saw the 

T~d W,:~~s~~•~1;~tt~;ffh¼~:i to know, 
Jesus o.gain tf y presence show, 

Meet thy disciples here, 

22 111, So shall we ever be wilh the Lord,-1 
TIIESS, iv. 17, 

In his kingdom we shall rest, 
In his lo,·e be fully blest. 

23 Tu. 'Ike Lord gave, a11d the Lord hath taken 
i;:a:-_f~~sf~;

1
~e the name of the 

0 blessed be the ho.ml tho.t gave, 
Still blcsse<l when it to.k.es ; 

Blessed b~ he who ernites to save, 
Aud heal& the heart he brcllko. 

'24 W. With joy shnll ye drmo water out of the 
well., of .salL'ation.-IsA, .1:ii, 3. 

Still they ent.lure, o.ncl stLll they ttow, 
A eovereigu cure for nll my woe, 

26 Th. Stanclfnst in the LoJ"d.-1 TnEss.ili.8. 
Soldiers of Chri.st, hol<l fo.at, 

~be::~Ic~~i~ ~~~c~~t~~~: 
We'll meet in glory. 

26 F. Consld,'"J· Him u:lio e11durcd su.cl, con. 
tradictionofsinuers against himse{f. 
-BED. xii. S, 

What though trials nwnit us here, 
Christ endured, nnd we must benr, 

27 S. See if there be auu Mn·ow like unto my 
,orrow,-LAM, I. 1.2. 

\Vhat language 9ho!I I borrow, 
To firaisc thee, henl'enly Friend, 

Fifh~ l~1L~
11i iw;~"ft ~~J~"'~ 

28 Bu. l!J:IDrnlQ•first iio. 11rt.ilrrin. Diel 1101 0111· 
lteflrt b-urn witllin us while he tulkt•d 
with w, by t/,e woy/-Luk.1: u.iv. 32. 

From thy house when 1 return, 

:i:a ::~,~1~~g 'i~ttl~~ ~na~ ~urn; 
I hnve wlllk't.l with God to•<lny. 

29 lltl, I tt'i/1 keep it_ night and day,-1S.\, 
XX:Vll, 8. 

16. l'II. Juat and true a,-. thy ways, thou King 

Perfect il~~J:~~!ifJ:isx;~y8S 

Hear, 0 heo.r me 1 when 1 prny, 
KecJ> thy servnut uight aull day, 

30. Tu. Trust ye In 1/,e Lord Jo• eeer,-IH. 
xxvi. 4. 

Whom heo.vcn o.dores, n.nd tlco.th obeys, 

16, Tu, I c,•/ed by ,•ei,son of my 11/ftictlon lo 

If he ~'ho ~\~~~c-Jf tl;i!'g~· 
T11:c~1d c~'1;ys ~~~~\~i~~ b~Gs 

Us nearer to his throne, 

~I~~ af~e~tl;'~~~' ~~:1~~( ,~.:tl~\'.hc t.lust, 
And all my Ions nre gone. 

31 W. JYha( is man tlu,t tl•ou art mindful of 
hlmf-Ps. viil.4. 

f~~:;~~ tt~;~'n°onrdn~J~~~c~
5
t~r;~:I. 

_sun rises, 1 0.1; 7 0.12: 13 0.21; 19 8.:n; 2.5 0.42.-Sets, 15.40; 7 6.21; 13 5.10; 19 l.!",S; !25 U'."i. _j 
The black jiyurea in the hotlo111 Une refer lo fhe day of thf1'!Mo,1th., 
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RELIGIOUS DESPONDENCY. 
BY THE REV. C. B. SPURGEON, 

Mi»iarer _qf Nev, Parle /street Chapel, Southwark. 

(Continued from page 68.) 

III.-Unanswered Pra;yers occasion a third form of this evil. The seek
ing soul has been crying at the throne of grace for relief, but the mercy 
has not yet arrived. Months ma;y- have rolled away, and still the heavens 
appear to be barred ; the proIIllBe tarrieth, and the blessing is delayed. 
Hope deferred bringeth on heart s.ickness, the spirits sink, and a deep 
gloom is cast upon the mind. I have known some who have suspended 
prayer through the idea that " the prayers of the wicked are an abo
niination to the Lord," and that therefore it was but comm.itting sin to 
attenipt to offer their supplications. Well can I remember, when coming 
to Jesus myself, that for months I sought pardon and found it not. 
Often, in the deep aijguish of my spirit, did I stay my petitions, 
because I thought them hopeless ; and when again the Holy Spirit 
drew me to the mercy-seat, a deep horror rested on me at the remem
brance of my repeated, but unanswered cries. I knew myself to be 
unworthy, and therefore I conceived that justice would not allow an 
answer to me, 

I doubt not that there are some reading th.is pa~er who are feeling 
the same sad experience; let them take heart. Consider, 0 waiting 
soul, that the mercy is worth tarrying for, since it is salvation-thy 
soul's deliverance from hell. A. thousand years of sitting at the gate 
will be well repaid, if .the King, at last, will give thee this jewel of 
exceeding price. 

Bethink thee, also. how utterly unworthy thou art of the mercy, and 
therefore be not ashamed to humble thyself to abide the sovereign will of 
Jehovah. Proud men must be noticed ot once, or they will depart; but 
thou hast nothing to boast of,andshouldestfeel that if He disregarded thee 
for a long season, thine unworthiness could demand no apology for his 
delay. Moreover, remember that He will hear at lust. His promise 
would be violated if one praying soul could perish ; for He has 
said, " Seek and ye shall find''-" Whosoever callcth on the name 
of the Lord shnll be saved." The delay may be for thy good, to 
lay thee lower in the dust of self-abasement, or to make thee more 
earnest for the blessing. Possibly the Lord intends to try your faith, 
that, like the woman of Syro-Phronicia, you may reflect honour on Him 
by_your confidence in Him. 

It may also be discovered that there is something wron~ in you 
which has need to be removed, before the joy of the Lord is given you. 
Perhaps your views of the Gospel plan are confused, or you may be 
pla?ing some little reliance on yourself, instead of trusting simplr, and 
~ntirel,y to the Lord Jesus. Prayers arc all filed in heaven, and if not 
inu:nediately answered, they are certainly not forgotten, but in a little 
while shall be fulfilled in your own soul. I beseech thee h,t not a 
~ro~d despair bid thee be silent, but continue waiting in earnest prayer, 
smgmg-

VOL. JII, 

"Perhaps He will admit my plea, 
Perhaps will bear my prayer; 

Bot if I perish I will 1ir~x, 
And perish only there. • 

G 
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IY.--This malndy has so great a variety of forms that it will be 
hopeless to attempt to give all its phases. A very common cause of it 
is a singular suspici~n of li!JP?~1·isy conce,:iiing itself. Many are those 
whom I have seen m my s1,nr1tual hospital who tell me, " Sir, I fear 
I am not sincere ; I am notlung but a hypocrite. Sometimes I do feel 
a little penitent, but it is all pretence, for I forget it again in an hour 
or tw-0, and therefore I am sure it is not real.'' The task of bringing 
this poor self-suspicious soul to the Saviour is by no means an easy 
one. Nothing, in all the science of spiritual medicine, has caused me 
more labour than this. You ask them concerning their need of a 
Saviour, and they reply that they do not really feel their lost condition. 
Y 01; are p_erfectly certaiu that they do, but they cry out, " Oh, Sir, I 
can t deceive you ; I am not really convinced, I am not alive as I 
should be." You reply, "Well, but Jesus is come to save sinners 
and whosoever cometh unto Him, He will in no wise cast out.'' "Ah,': 
says the depressed one, "but I do not come. My prayers are all hypo
critical; there is no heart in them. I do not come aright." Allow me 
one moment of converse with thee, 0 soul, self-accused of hypocrisy 
and give thine ear to my words. ' 

How dost thou prove thyself to be a hypocrite P whom dost thou de
sire t-0 dllceive? God, thy minister, or thyself P Surely it is not God upon 
whom you would impose, for in His hearing you have declared your 01'"Il 

vileness. Certain it is you do not wish to:;mpose on me, for you have 
just told me that you are a hypocrite, and so have guarded me a~ainst 
being overcome by deceit. On yourself I am equally sure you do not 
wish to practise a delusion, for nothing gives you so much pain as to 
have your case represented in too favourable a light. I am sure that if 
you are a hypocrite, you are one of the greatest oddities in that line I 
have ever seen. 

But, my friend, hypocrites always wish to gain by their deceit. 
What are you winning by it? Are you getting a livins- by it P Does 
it bring you in a good salary P What is your object m it P "Oh,'' 
you reply, "J get nothing;'' and you smile at the idea. Really, I say 
again, you are queer hypocrite. You make me think of Dr. Watts, 
who once, when seized with monomania, thought himself to be a ten• 
pot; and I am sure those hot tears remind me more of a tea-pot than 
a hypocrite. I could smile at you, if I did not deeply sympat~e 
with you. And I will ask lou another 9.uestion, Do rogll_(ls 1Jroclaun 
their knavery by the soun of trumpet m the street P Will a forger 
announce his forgery P Will a quack disclose his own deceitfulness P 
Verily no; nor will a hypocrite reveal his own insincerity. He is the 
last man to be distressed on that score; he is pleased when he can ~n· 
trap others, but he is never anxious about trutl:i. You are no hypocrite. 
Do not believe the devil when he tells you so, but put your trust in tho 
gracious Saviour of sinners. 

If you are still persuaded of your own insincerity, I bid you take B 

solemn view of your own terrible con~i_ti,cu, that thus a true grief roay 
be wrought in you by the Holy Spmt s power. Remember, if the 
devil ever laughs it must be at hypocrites ; they are the greatest dupes 
he has; they serve him better than any others, and receive no wag~s; 
nay, what is Htill more extraordinary, they submit to greater mortdi· 
cation to go to hell than the sincerest Christian to go to heayen
.A.mong the damned, there are none more damned than hypocrites. 
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')'hey have mocked Jehovah, robbed Him of His glory, and lied in 
His na.me. Oh, fea.rful position! My friend, wilt thou abide in it? 
au.rely not. Dost thou not feel even now condemned ? If so, flee to 
the Saviour, who blotteth out even this heinous sin, and removes it for ever. 

V.-N ot a few a.re locked up in the dungeon of despair by a deep 
conviction that their sins (1//'e now too great for mercy to overlook. 
Divine justice has so seized their conscience, and bared its sword in 
their presence, that they tremble with: di~may. ~t is not so mu~h one 
sin which burdens them as a complication of sms-the gathermgs of 
the guilt of years, the accumulations of a life's transgression. The 

iJe has grown into a hill, the hill into a mounta.in, and the mountain 
~ now ov~rtopped the clouds, and the s_in1;1er is persuaded that aJ1: is 
over with hun. I am now a.ware that vam 1s the help of man to bmd 
up this broken-hearted spirit ; a.nd, unless the Comforter condescends 
to heal, my words will be of little force. But, nevertheless, the means 
must be used. Turn, then, poor soul to the sweet promises of the Gospel, 
and hea.r a loving Saviour's words: "I, even I am He tha.t blotteth 
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy 
sins." "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." Oh, 
sweet and comforting doctrine of Scripture, Jesus is able to save unto 
the uttermost ! 

11 If all the sins that men have done, 
In will, in word, iD lb.ought, in deed; 

Since worlds were made, or time begun, 
Were laid OD one voor sinner's head; 

The stream of l esus precious Llood, 
Applied, removes the dreadful load." 

VI.-Another cause of despondency is, that coming souls think 
they must have deep, lwrrible, and aieful manifestations o.f the terrors 
of law and of hell before they can be said to repent. How many ha.e 
I conversed with, who have said to me what I can only translate into 
English in this way : "I do not repent enough, I do not feel myself 
enough of a sinner. I have not been so gross and wicked a transgres
sor as many-I could almost wish I had; not because I love sin, but 
because then I think I should have deeper convictions of my guilt, 
and foe! more sure that I had truly come to Jesus Christ.'' Now it is 
a great mistake to imagine that these terrible and horrible thoughts of 
a comingjudgment have anything to do with the validity of" repent
&:nce.'' They are very often not the gift of God at all, but the insinua
tions of the devil; and even where the law worketh and produceth 
these thoughts, you must not regard them as being part and parcel of 
"repentance." They do not enter into the essence of repentance. 
"Rcpc_ntance " is a. hatred of sin : it is a turning from sin, and a determi
nation m the strength of God to forsake it. It is possible for a man to re
pent without any terrific display of the terrors of the law ; he may re
hcnt without having heard the trumpet sounds of Sinai, without having 
ea;d more than a distant rumble of its thunder. A mnn may repent 

entirely through the power of the voice of mercy. Some !warts God 
0fcens to faith, as in the case of Lydia; others He assaults with the i edge-hammer of the "wrath to come." Some He opens with the pick
ock of grace, and some with the crowbar of the law. 

th There is another mistake many poor convinced 8inners make when 
ey are thinking about salvation, and that is-they cannot repent 

enough; they imagine that were they to repent up to a certain degree, 
G2 
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they ,Yould be saved. "Oh, Sir!" some of you will say, "I have 
110( penitence enough." Beloved, let me tell you that there is not any 
cmi11,'nl degree of "repentance'' which is necessary to salvation. You 
k1101Y there are degrees of faith, and yet the least faith saves ; so there 
arc> drgrees of rc1:1_entance, and the least repentance will save the soul 
if i l is sincere. The Bible says, " He that believeth shall be saved." 
and when it says that, it includes the very smallest degree of faith. 
So when it says, "Repent and be saved," it includes the man who has 
the lowest degree of real repentance. Rep_entance, moreover, is never 
perfect in any man in this mortal state. We never get perfect faith, so 
as to be entirely free from doubting ; and we never get repentance 
which is free from some hardness of heart. The most smcere p_enitent 
that you know will feel himself to be partially impenitent. Repent
ance is also a continual life-long act. It will grow continually. I 
believe a Christian on his death-bed will more bitterly repent than ever 
he did before. It is a thing to be done all your life long. Sinning 
and rel?enting-sinning and repenting, make up a Christian's life. 
Repenting and believing in Jesus-repenting and believing in Jesus, 
make up a believer's happiness. You must not expect that you will 
be perfect in "repentance " before you are saved. No Christian can 
be perfect. If, then;·God has given you the least repentance, if it be 
sincere repentance, praise Him for it, and expeet that repentance will 
grow deeper and deepir as you go further on.* 

If my feeble words shall unlork the doors of Doubting Castle for one 
poor soul, I will rejoice, and will hope to hear thereof. My continual 
labours in preaching the Gospel compel me to forego (for this month) 
the pleasure of a longer conversation with you. 

Remember in your prayers your true friend, 
75, Dover Road, Oct. 23rd. C. H. SPURGEON. 

THE CHRIST. 

BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, CHELTENHAM. 

JESUS is the Christ, that is the Messiah, the anointed of God. Pro
Inised to the fathers ; prefi~ured by the law ; expected by the saints; 
sent by the Father; appearmg once in the end of the world, to put avi:ar 
sin by the sacrilice of himself. He was apl?ointed in eternity ; ant!c!• 
pated for ages ; anointed in the days of his flesh. The Holy Spmt 
was the unction, the Father the anointer, the banks of Jordan the 
place, and Jesus of Nazareth the anointed one. Aaron was the type, 
.Jesus was the antitype. He received the Spirit wi~hout mea~ure, and 
was thus inaugurated into the offices of prophet, priest, and ~mg. ~ 
prophet, He taught; as priest, He made atonement, and as kmg HHe ~ 
coming to reign. He was prophet on the earth-here He taught 1B 
disciples; He was priest on the earth-here He ma~e the ato~emen_t; 
He will reign on the earth, for God haR pledged H1mse~f to give Rn~ 
the throne of His father David • and His sanctified ones m heaven sny • 
" He bath made us kings and priests unto God, and we shall reign on 
tlie ea1·th." 

Jesus was anointed to lwld a commission, and His commission was to 

• Bee Bermoo on'' True liopente.nco." No. 4J,, New Park Street Pulpit, Alabaster o.nd 
P,mwore. And 2,449, Penny Pulpit. J. l'aul, Price ld. 



THE CilRJST. 105 

give eternal life to as many as the Father had given Him. To give 
the bread that endureth to everlasting life to all his followers. " This," 
said He, "is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one that seeth 
the Son, and believeth on Him, should have everlasting life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day." He was anointed to gain a conquest. 
Satan h~ seized on this wo1;ld, and had led ev~n God's chosen captive 
at his will. He refused to liberate or to part mth one. He would not 
give up, therefore the Son of God was manifested to destroy the works 
of the devil ; and having spoiled principalities and powers, He made a 
show of them openly, triumphing over them on his cross. He was 
anointed to effect a reconciliation-a reconciliation between God and 
man. To remove everything out of God's way, that He may honour
ably meet us, and be at peace with us, and to effect a change in us, 
that we may meet God and be reconciled unto Him. God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them. God now beseeches us to be reconciled to Him, 
and we are brought above all things to desire and prize his friendship. 
He was anointed to restore an orb. Sin had shaken the world out of 
its place in God's system. The curse of God rolled over it. The 
prince of darkness chained it. Every evil found a home in it. God 
determined to recover and restore it. Jesus was appointed to accom
plish this stupendous work. And we now look for so great a change 
to be produced in this world, that it will be like a new world, as if it 
hadjust been rolled into space, from the palm of the glorious Creator. 
"We, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteon,ness." Glorious will th.is world 
appear, by and bye, when Jesus claims it, d" dis in it, and reigns ove1 
it with His beloved bride; He will again "pl<1.nt the heavens, and lay 
the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my pPople," 
Isa. Ii. 16. Ho was anointed to Jill an office, the glorious office of 
Mediator betwe!'n God and man. This one office includes 1111 the rest; 
He officiates for God in His dealings with man, and He olliciates for 
man in His dealings with God. He is the medium of access, ttnd the 
cause of our o.cceptance. All the blessings God bestows upon us pnss 
through Him; and all the _prayers and praises we olfer pass through 
Him to God. God hns nothing to do with us, but throu?h Christ; and 
we have nothing to do with God but through Christ. He was anointed 
to qualify Him for an engaged act. Ilc had engaged, in the everlnsting 
covenant, to glorify God in this fallen world, to put awny sin out of 
God's sight, and to gather together, as sheep in one fold, the children 
of God which were scattered abroad. To prcpnre Him for this 
glorious work, the Spirit of God descended and resled upon Ilim ; and 
by the Spirit He spake, wrought, and at last offered Him8elf without 
B~ot to God. He was anointed to represent God on eartli This He 
did fully and accurately, and therefore He said to Philip, "Ho that 
hath seen Me, hath seen the Father." 1N e behold in his unveiled fnce 
the glory of God, and are transformed thereby. Through the Gospel, 
~ven now, we receive the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
ln the face of Jesus Christ. Finally, Ho was anointed lo win a crown, 
n _crown of glory, a beautiful diadem. The crown ol' salvation. 
H_1s glory will be great in our salvation, honour and majesty will bo 
lai_d npon Him; His Father will crown Ilim, His church will crown 
Him, and every individual believer will crown Ilim. 
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0 Thou blessed Jesus, Thou glorious Christ of Gvd, my soul is 
filled with admiration, love, and adoration ! I bless Thee, I praise 
Thee, I magnify thy holy name. Anointed of the Father, I acknow. 
ledge Thee to be tl~e Messiah, the Prine~, the Saviour! I ei:i-trust my 
soul to Thee. I will expect every blessmg from Thee ; I W11l ascribe 
my whole salvation to Thee. I rejoice that the Father anointed Thee; 
that Thou fillest every office, hast undertaken the 'l'l"hole work, so as to 
be entitled to the whole glory. Thou shalt be my prophet, my priest 
m.r king. I rejoi~~ i~ Thy com!n_ission; I glory in Thy conquests; I 
enJoy Thy reconcil1at10n; I ant1c1pate the perfect restoration of this 
fallen planet ; I will learn the character of Gvd only from Thee, and 
will crown Thee Lord of all. " Thou art the King of glory, 0 Christ! 
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Thy glory. The glorious 
company of apostles pra:se Thee; the goodly fello11·ship of the prophets 
praise Thee ; the noble army of martyrs praise Thee; the holy Church 
throughout all the world doth aeknowledge Thee.'' My soul, my 
soul, ransomed by thy precious blood, will praise Thee r O that I 
could praise Thee as Thou deservest, m1 I ought ! 0 that. every thought 
-every word, every aetion, every breath, were directed simply and 
singly to Thy praise ! 

" Let Him be croWDed with majesty, 
Who bowed His hee.d to de&th ; 

And be His honour sounded high, • 
By a.11 thing,, that have breath. 

"Jesus, our Lord, how wondrous great., 
la Thine eie.lted name ; 

The glories of thy heavenly state, 
Let t,he whole earth proclaim.' .. 

THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

BY THB BEV. OCT&VIUS WINSLOW, D.D., OF LEAMINGTON. 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto tbe throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in tim"ol need."-HEB. iv. 16. 

Suen is the logical inference the apostle draws; and such, beloved, is 
the inference we are privileged to draw. If I have on the throne s~ch 
a. High Priest as the Lord Jesus Christ is, prepared to sympathize 
ivith my son-ows, and be touched with my griefs, then let me arise ~nd 
draw near to the throne of grace. It is the throne of grace io which 
we a.re invited. Not the throne of justice-that is in heaven; not the 
throne of glory-that is in heaven. It is the throne of grace on earth; 
it is the throne where the God of grace; is where the sceptre of IP1'~e 
is extended; where all the blessings of grace are freely given ; it 1s 
the throne of grace sprinkled with "the blood of the Lamb:" Ap· 
proach in your son-ows, and in your wants. Oh ! beloved, 1f you 
and I more clearly discerned the throne that invites us, a.s the throne 
of free grace, rich grace-we should more often be there ; we should 
not walk at so great a distance from God as we do walk. Therefore, 
ue more frequently approaching, unfolding all your circumstances to 
the eye of your God. The spirit in which you are invited to approach 
this throne of grace is not a fearful spirit, but the spirit of a par~oned 
and adopted child-the spirit of boldness; not distrusting God,not linger
ing at a diHtance from Him, not debating the question whether you_ a~e 
worthy to come or not, but coming in Christ's name, pleading Christ S 
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worthiness, wrapping yourself up in Christ's righteousness ; approach
ing the throne of grace with all the holy, reverential, boldness of a 
pardoned sinner, and a child adopted. The blessings you are invited 
to receive are most precious-that you may obtain mercy. :Mercy is 
the most precious boon that God can give us; sure mercy ; Christ's 
pardoning mercy; sanctifying mercy ; justify-in~ mercy ; preserving 
mercy; mercy flowing from His heart who dehghts in mercy, and 
who is prepared to dispense His mercy to all who penitentially and 
believing!y ask it . 

.A.nd, that you may "find grace to helf in time of need." Oh! 
blessed consolation ! oh glorious climax o this argument--" to find 
grace to help in time of need!'' When is it not a time of need? 
The time of temptat~on is a time of_ ne~d; t~e time of perplexi~y is a 
time of need ; the tune of prospenty 1s a time of need ; the time of 
duty is a time of need. When and where are you placed in which it 
is not with you a time of need? But lo! you are invited to arise and 
come to that throne of grace, and receive from it grace to help in your 
time of need ; grace that shall guide you in all your perplexities ; 
grace that shall throw light on all your dark ways ; grace that shall 
preserve you in all your temptations ; grace that shall help you, suc
cour you, and keep you. And this grare, the " God of grace " is 
prep~red richly to bestow upon all them who humbly and believingly 
seek 1t. 

It is possible, however, that there are some of my readers who 
are quite unacquainted with the sympathy of Christ. I do not say that 
you are unacquainted with grief; I do not say that that brow of thine 
1B never clouded with sadness ; that thine heart is ever a stranger to 
sorrow. If on earth there is an object of pity 11nd compassion, it is the 
worldling in his grief, bereavement, and perplexity, with no resources 
of consolation and comfort to draw upon, adequate to his case. Oh ! 
what a pitiable condition is thine ; if with perplexity weaving round thy 
path, the cup of sorrow in thine hand, and adversity darkening thy steps, 
thou art treading a. sad and lonely path through life, unacquainted 
with the Saviour, ignorant of his compassion, tenderness, ond love! 
But oh, blessed sorrow ! oh, sweet grief! if now it shall guide thy 
trembling foots tees to the " Man of sorrows ; " if now it shall moke 
thee acquainted with "the Brother born for adversity;" if now it shu.11 
d1ase the film from your mental eye, and open it on the beauties, nnd 
the glories of heaven ; if this hour of your bereavement,-if this time 
?f your embnrrnssment, if this day of your adversity shall bring you 
n1~0 relation with Christ, make you acquainted with the sympathizing 
High Priest. Next to the scheme of redemption, the subject of his 
redeeming love, the son~ you will sing in heaven will bo the sorrow 
that brought you to Christ-the grief that mnde you acquainted with 
His loving heart-the circumstonces that led you to His blessed feet. 

~nints of God, oh! let the time of your sorrow, the time of your 
!:J'.Ief, and the time of your perplexity, be a time of closer intimn.cy 
With Jesus. He hM sent that sadness, He hns sent that grief, He has 
placed in your hands that cup of sorrow that you mi~ht know Him 
m?re-that you mi(J'ht cherish nearer relations with Him-that you 
m18ht w11:lk nearer tJ Him-that He might win back your trunnL Iicart, 
01 entwme your alfections that have strayed away from llim more 
c oaely o.rou.nd His blessed self. Oh! sweet sorrow that brings me 
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closer to a graci~us Saviour. Oh! blessed s_ickness that _lays my feverish 
brow on H1s lonng bosom who bore my sms. Oh! kind and gracious 
dispensation, that brings me to lean on His extended arm, and feel 
Hirn linked and identified with me in a.II my circumstances! Blessed 
sorrow, tha~ raises me up and lays me on his affectionate bosom, still 
throbbing with human sympathy, and causes me to know that I am one 
with Christ in suffering, one with Him in sorrow, so that I too shall 
be one with Him in glory and immortality. 

And, beloved, we should anticipate with a blessed hope the time 
when the veil shall be lifted, and when we shall gaze with an unclouded 
eye on that gracious, sympathizing High Priest in heaven; who here 
on.earth sorrowed when I sorrowed, sighed when I si~hed, wept when 
I wept, was touched with the feeling of my infirmities; who led me 
gently, and carried me tenderly, and bore with me patiently; and 
along the dark valley of the shadow of death; was side by side with 
me, till He ushered me into that land of happiness and peace, where 
no tear will dim the eye, and no grief will sadden the heart ; for we 
shall be for ever happy becaUBe perfectly holy. Precious Christ! 
adorable Saviour! mingle what cup Thou mayest, draw what cloud
Thou wilt over the landscape, we would be one with Thee in Thy 
suffering and humiliation here, that we may be one with Thee in- Thy 
glory everlasting. 

F <lR SA. R: EN LOVE: 
BY A KEN'£ISH PiSTOB. 

"~ e,·ertheless I have somel\-Iuiit~aiast thee,be9ause'thou hast left thy first love."-RBv. ii. -i. 

°WHEN a charge seriously aifocting character is preferred against 811 individu11.l; 
or against a community of per3ons, we do well to inquire into the credibility 
of the p1wty by whom it is made. If the accuser is known to be addicted to· 
falsehood, or exaggeration, or to be easily inlluenced by pr'<judice, or incapable, 
from defect of judgment, of forming a fair and ju.et conclusion respecting 
the grounds of complaint, we feel but little disposed to credit his state
ments ; but rather to regard them as the oll'spring of an uncharitable and 
envious spirit. On the other hanrl, if the occus-..tion be made by one whose 
-reracity and impartiality are unquestionable, and on whose matured judgment 
prudent men are disposed to rely-then, in such a case do we fool compelled· 
to give it tLe attention it demands. If it affects the character of those 
whom we respect and love, and more especially if brought against ourselve~,-
it wiil produce in us the greatest anxiety and cqncern. . 

Dear brethren, the words to which we now invite attention contain a 
very serious charge, and it is preferred ag1tinst a body of Christ.inns, ~ hose 
general conduct had been most exemplary ;· a charge preferred, be it _re• 
membered, not by Satan, "the accuser of the brethren," nor by an_ errmg 
fallible brother, but hy One whose heart yearns with the tenderest-pity, ~nd 
whose knowledge is so perfect, that for Him to err iu his judgment respectmg 
character or conduct is absolutely impossible. . 

May not the complaint thus brought against the Church at Ephesus w_1th 
too much relevancy apply to many churches onrl individuals professmg 
godliness in the present day? But in what spirit is it preferred? Hearken, 
belovecl Qrethren. " I hove somewhut against thee." Oh, might lie not hove 
said, "I have many heuvy, and grievous things lo allege ng11in_st thc_o. A 
thousand rnstances of gross neglert-ul' tho basest ond blackest mgrn~1turle
uf" shameful indi(fcrence, ancl o.uominuble lukewarmness-sins ugornst the 
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clearest light and the warmest expressions of regard-sins against My love 
and blood-sins innumerable and of awful magnitude ; and by all these 
things-which I have not found by secret search-have I been provoked. 
I have grown weary in forbearing ; and now, therefore, I utterly reject 
thee, and for ever cast thee off'." But no, not a syllable of this does He give 
utterance to. Instead of thus justly and indignantly rebuking their declensions 
in love to Himself, and their adulterous preference for the world, He reproves 
their defection with the same gentleness and meekness, which induced Him to 
pray in the bitterest a~onies for tho very men by whom those agonies were 
in.6icted, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

Having thus briefly adverted to the source whence the allegation proceed~, 
and the spirit in which it is made, we proceed to consider the solemn and 
specific character it assumes : "Thou hast left thy first love." 

The state to which reference is here made, as is well known, is characterized 
by great simplicity, sincerity, ardour, and devotedness. To those who are 
under its influence, to love and to be loved is the one grand object of life. 
Examine the records of the primitive church, when in the glowing ardour of 
her first love. Then the tide of her affections bore down all obstacles ; 
the hearts of her members were fused into one common element, and, moulded 
and fashioned by the Almighty Artist into the image of the all-perfect One, 
became a living spectacle of love. How lively and animated in spirit ! how 
vigorous and energetic in enterprise! They inhaled an atmosphere of love ; 
one heart and one mind gave impulse and direction to the entire mass 
of spiritual worshippers. Witness their self-denying el!'orts-to whnt sacrifices 
for the name of Jesus, they cheerfully submitt.ed; their courage and constancy, 
braving death in its most terrible forms, life itself being offered on the altar of 
their love; for " they counted not their lives dear unto them, so that they might 
fini..ih their course with joy," and "took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, 
knowing th1\t in heaven they had a better and au enduring substunce." Rich und 

. abundant were their consolations, for they wnlked in the four of the Lord ; bright 
and blissful were their hopes, heuven was in their eye, because Christ was formed 
in their hearts, the hope of glory. The conversions by whioh their efforts were 
distinguished and rewarded were numerous, becuuse they were slrong in foith, 
and mighty in prayer. A wrestling spirit pervaded the entire body of believers, 
and, as it ever has been, "When Zion travailed she brought fortJ;t children.'" 
Whot a strength of attnchment did these early Christiuns cherish for the glorious 
doctrines of gruce nnd salvation! iu them they trusted, and in them t-hey 
gloried. Brethren, the period predicted in apocalyptic vision had been ante
dated; the New Jerusalem seemed to have desconded from heaven to 
eorth, ns e. kind of earnest of what shall bo the love and devotedness of the 
Church in the latter times, when she shall realize " the days of heaven upon 
enrt.h." •~ 

But, 11las ! the delightful scene soon changed-the love of many wnxed cold ; 
ond the very life blood of piety had frozen in the fountuin. 'l'he chnrge is 
most positive and specific. They loved Christ and his truth less ; all that 
co~d give worth and vitality to effort was becoming loss nnd less in(luential ; 
t~e•r steadfastness in the simple truth grudually rcluxcd, and wn,s held 
mth a loose hand; strifes and divisions prevailed, until intcrnul dissensions 
h_ad broken up the peace and destroyed the unity of the Church. Thus conver
sions were less frequent, the arm of her strength became pnrnlyzecl, and though 
there was not a. total abandonment of the doctrines of grace, yet those, os well 
as. h?~ divinely nppointed ordinances, were most awfully perverted. '!.'he 
prim1t1v~ simplicity, which, us the bride-the Lamb's wifo, constituted her 
npprop_1·1ute und brightest ornament, wus thrown off, and she put on tho 
1neretr1c1ous attire of a harlot. Sha hud loft her " lirst h usbancl" and hnd gono 
nfter other lovers, and at length wedded with the spiritual foes of her glorious 
Heod and Husbnnd. There was the form of Chriatiunity left, but its power bud 

G 8 • 
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departed with the abandonment of her love; there was the altar, but the 
~acrificial fla~e had been quenched ; and if aught of the fire of love existed, it 
was smouldermg beneath the :ishes of a worldly conformity. 

It has thus been shown, that where there has not been a total abandonment 
of the Christian profession, or the disgracing of that profession by immoral prac
tices, individuals and entire communitie~ may have gone far in departing from 
the simplicity and ardour of "first love;" that while professors may seem to be 
,ery sound in piety and faith, and to all appearances, devoted and labour
ious Christians, still in tbem has love, which is tbe very essence of Christianity 
very greatly declined. The salt may lose its saltness end its savour, and th~ 
once strong and vigorous serrnnt of Christ be reduced to all the weakness, 
lassitude, and decay of a spiritual consumption. And is not this, dear breth
ren, to a ,ery great extent, the sto.te of religion in the present day, end among 
ourselves. ,vere we capable of forming a correct estimate of the piety of modern 
times, and could we, wit:bout prejudice or partiality, contrast the spiritual 
condition of the churches now with that of primitive Christians in the days 
of their first love, what. should we find es the result of our inquiries? What 
of the ardour and devotedness of love, of the self-consecration, of the holiness 
end zeal, and of the strength and energy of young Christianity? We most 
cheerfull_v and thankfully admit that the Church, in more recent times, has 
bestirred herself. She seems to have at last awakened to a consciousness of her 
responsibility; and God is graciously extending her boundaries, and increasing 
her numbers, by planting churches in the wildernesses and wastes of heathen
dom. But let us look to the culti < ated and once fruitful plains of Christendom 
-to Germany, the theatre of Lut her's indomitable zeal and evangelical efforts· 
-to Geneva, where Calvin planted t-he standard ofa pure and orthodox faith-
what dreariness end desolation shall not we find no,v widely prevailing! The 
withering blight of Rationalism has well nigh destroyed every vestige of spiri
tual fruitfulness in these once fertile spots. And if we look to England-the 
land of Bibles, and the cradle of missionary enterprise-how few, compara
ti.ely, of flourishing churches, and of prosperous congregations, do we discover! 
How low the standard of doctnne in a large majority of our churches !--how lower 
still the tone ofspirituality !-and how little the devotedness and zeal by which 
British Christianity is at the present distinguished! And are not our pulpits cha
racterized by a cold and heartless ministry, which, however intellectual and 
orthodox, has well nigh alienated the masses from our sanctuaries? A temporizing 
end an accommodating piety is overepreuding the churches of our land. Verily, 
it may with great propriety be said, that the Church has come down to the 
worlcl; and what wonder if the Spirit, slighted, dishonoured, and grieved, has 
gone up from the Church! 

But, beloved brethren, let us examine whether this spiritual decline has no_t 
already commenced its destructive career on individuals as well as on comm um· 
ties; whether there be not, as we have already intimatud, too much relevancy 
in the charge as applied personally to ourselves-THOU HAST LEFT THY 
FIRST Lon:. We do not well inmakingourinquiries too general. ~e _would 
not, while we are stretching our vision across the wide field of Chr1stmmty, 
forget to look into our own gardens. 

\\'hat is the amount of our spirituality ? Is there that distinctness from 
t lie worlcl which is tlio chief glory of our profession, and the brightest evid~nce 
of our love? \Vhat are tile 3ervices we render to the cause of Christ? 
Al'C we willing to consecrate to it our time, our talents, our efforts? 
"'hat Hacrifices are we prepared to make for the extension of pure and unde
filed religion in the world? 

To ascertain whether or not our love is declining and waxing cold-let us 
make solemn end conscientious inquiry. Is not the closet for~aken? do we 
seek t.o have communion wilh Him whom we profess 

- "(o rulmire uho,·e 
All earthly joys, or earthly love" ? 
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A.re we as frequent and fervent in the exercises of private devotion, as 
in the period of our soul's first love P Is there not a grievous neglect of 
secret prayer a.nd meditation, comparad with that cliligence and ear• 
nestness manifeated by us when we were first brought to know and serve 
the Lord P Alas! the fire of devotion is well nigh extinguished -if not by 
direct efforts to quench it, yet by withholding the appropriate and need
ful supply of fuel. And have not many professors of religion grown well 
nigh indifferent to the public means of grace P Those to whom the Sabbath 
was once a delight, and who exclaimed-" How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord God of hosts !"-"a day in thy courts is better than a thousand" 
"I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the honse of the 
Lord"-" our feet shall stand within t.hy gates, 0 Jerusalem! "-have either 
become less frequent in their attendance upon, or more formal and heartless 
in the performance of sanctuary services. Who will ""Y he has not left his 
first love who can absent himself from the more special ordinances of God's 
house; or live in the neglect of any of the stBted means of grace, by 
which souls are fed with manna from heaven, and spiritual strength 
is renewed? Does not this abatement of zeal, and this want of interest 
felt in the ways of God, too clearly mark the progress of spiritual declension ? 

It is pleasing to witness the concern which young converts manifest for the 
spiritual welfare of their fellow-creatures. Nothing is considered by them too 
costly, no effort or self-denial too great to be attempted, so that they mBy be 
instrumental in pulling others out of the fire. God Himself noticed this 
approvingly in his ancient people. In the days of their first love He says, 
•~ I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, 
when thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a land that wn• not sown." 
We know that the first ways of David were his;best ways. How soon alas! have 
the love aud zeal of professing Christians for the cause of Christ, and the welfare 
of souls, grown cold ! 

Brethren, suffer the w0rd of interrogation. Is personal piety your first 
and chief concern P .Are you making progress in a knowledge of your own 
sinfulness, and of the fulness of Christ's merit? Hns earth to you fewer, 
and heaven greater attractions thnn formerly P .Are you more than ever con
cerned to fulfil all relative duties, and to wnlk humbly with your God? Do 
you yearn over the miseries and woes of others? Are you II sorrowful for the 
solemn assembly;" and II grieved for the allliction of Joseph?" Do you pour 
out your hcnrt in prayer, that God would arise and have mercy upon Zion, 
that I he time to favour her may speedily come ? Whnt is the state of your 
social prayer meetings, as to the num hers that attencl, and the fervour of 
devotion which is there evinced? A.re uot these things a witness against you? 
are you not, while contrasting the present with the pnst, constrninecl to ac
knowledge the truthfulness nnd appropriateness of the charge-" Thou hast 
left thy first love ? " 

While, dear brethren, we would not indulge in anything liko a morbid ccnsori
ouaness,nor look with o misanthropic eye, or nn unbelieving heart, upon the stnte 
0 ~ our Churches-for we have no sympathy with the despondent; yet wo may 
~th propriety nsk ourselves whether, as to the concern we feel for the conver
sion_ of sinners, the glory of God, and the consequent increnso encl prosperity of 
Chnst's cause, we are manifest.ing anything like the gushing tenclerncss, the 
warm-hearted compassion of our first love P Aro we not rather evincing o 
dendly apathy, a chilling indifference? Our religion hns been stunted in its 
growth, and we are dwarfs in piety instead of having arrived at the full 
stature of a man in Christ Jesus. And our dwarfed powers hnve become still 
1.nore feeble through a sickliness of soul; worldliness, a kind of spiritual in
fluenza, a wide-spreading epidemic, hns prostrated our strength, and laid 
our glory in the dust. 

Christian brethren, have I given too dark a colouring to the picture of the 
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present aspects of the Church i' llave I been magnifying these evils? Look 
around you. Look within you. Ask what means the apathy you discover in 
vour own feelings ? \\'hat, the folding of the arms ? Why do your hearts 
faint, and your hands hang do,vn ? \Yhy this siglung over neglected means and 
mercies? "'hy the careless and culpable indilference we see on every hand? 
\Vhat means the carnality of your affections, and the formality of your religious 
exercises? Why is it you are so frequently crying, "My leanness! my 
leanness!" Will not the answer to these several and searching interrogatories 
be found in the solemn and specific charge of our risen and glorified Redeemer, 
"Because thou hast left thy first love" ? 

Eynsford, Oct. 15, 1855. 

THE LOVELINESS OF JESUS. 

BY THE REV. W. P. BALFERN OP BOW. 

"He is altogether Iovely."-CANT. v. 16. 

I~ their admiration of, and love to, the person of the Lord of life and glory, 
the redeemed of the Lord in heaven and earth agree. "He is altogether 
lorely," sings the saint in glory. "He is the chief among ten thousBDd "
" the fairest of the fair," exclaims the saint on earth. Here, then, amid the 
confusion and strife of this militant state, we have a place where the entire 
family of heaven meet in sweetest unity-where the song of grateful admira
tion bursts from the lips of every heaven-bound pilgrim, and happily swells 
aboYe the noise and discord of the travelling host. Whatever diversity of 
sentiment may be allowed among the sons of Zion, here there can be none. 
To all quickened by divine grace and destined to a seat of bliss on high, the 
admiration expressed by the spouse, in the words above cited, is but the deep 
seated feeling of the heart-the iwtuating principle of every movement of the 
soul towards that centre of attraction around which the alfections gather and 
cling with the tenacity oflife. None but Christ, none but Christ! is the deep
rooted sentiment of every heart under the cultivation of grace, and experimen• 
tally acquainted with the enmity and pollution within. Oh, bow dilferent is 
the language of the unregenerate man from that of one who is brought by the 
teaching of heaven to a knowledge of his state and condition before God! 
"Depart from me, for I desire not the knowledge-of thy ways," says the 
former. "Teach me thy way, show unto me thy salvation," says the latter. 
"He is as a root out of a dry ground, having neither form nor comeliness," says 
the sinner. "He is altogether lovely," says the admiring saint. "What h~ve 
I done worse than my neighbours, that I should go moping and groanmg 
a bout all my dnys ?" say the insensible encl cold-hearted. " 0 Lord, pardon 
my iniquity, for it is great: purge me with hyssop, and I shall he clean; was_h 
me and I shall be whiter than snow," preys the convicted sinner. "It is 
pitiable ignorance, superstition, end crude views of the character of the 
Deity that cause so many to groan about their sins in the manner they clo," 
says the Formalist. "I am altogether as a beast before thee ; my wounds 
stiuk and are corrupt, because of my foolishness," cries the humble saint .. "I 
fnst twice in the week, and give alms of ell I possess; I owo no man anythmg, 
but pay all their dues; I <lo my best, and hope Christ will make up the rest," 
says the Pharisee. "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of 
Christ. Oh, that I may be found in Him! " proys the Christian. 

Ilelie\'Cr, canst thou not see something of thy former self reflected in one of 
tl,ese clrnracters, and art thou doubting of thy state? Who brought down thy 
high looks? Vvho stripped thee of thy fancied goodness? Who convinced 
thee of thy guilt? Did sin convince thee of sin? Did naturo tench thee to 
alJIJOr nature? Did enmity bcget Jo,·e-iguornnce, knowledgo-dnrkness, 
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light-death, life ? Who revealed the glory of Jesus ? Who brought thee to 
seek an interest in His salvation-cleansing in bis blood-refuge in his righte
ousness-to follow His footsteps, to love His people, to confess H,s name? 
Wilt thou impute this to human tuition-to human persnasion? "Why tlo 
JDany of thy relatives and former acquaintances-who hear the same Gospel, 
read and know the same truths-remain still unhumbled, still hard, callous, 
under the reign of sin, despising the Saviour, and rejecting his truth? ,Vas 
thine heart more susceptible than theirs ? possessed it more affinity with godli
ness? "\Vert thou more acute in discernment-better skilled in spiritual logic, 
the language of Cana.an-less attached to sin and the world? "Ah, no;" me
thinks I hear thee say, "in no wise was I better than they." Then, whence the 
change? Must thou not give the praise to thy Lord? Has He indeed ra
vished thy affections ? Dost thou esteem Him above rubies ? Is He the o b
ject of thy faith, the source of thy pardon, the fountain of thy purity, the 
clothing of thy soul, the rock of thy hopes, the light of thy way, the joy of 
thy heart, the guide of thy footsteps, t-he physician of thy maladies, the object 
of thy adoration? Dost thou pray for His presence and desire His image? 
Dost thou sympathize with His cause ? Wouldst thou extol His name ? .A.rt 
thou jealous for His glory ? Canst thou sing-

Jesus, thou ever-lh:ing spring, 
Thou gushing source of bliss: 

My strength, my life, of o.11 my joys, 
The aweeteat and the best. 

Thou art my hope my only trnst, 
My shield, my guide, my wav ; 

The object of my dearest love; 
My refuge and my stay. 

In Thee more beauty I behold 
Than words can e• er express; 

Thou art the source of every grace, 
My beauty and my dress. 

Sun, moon and stars, those glittering orbs, 
Ca.nnot with Thee compare, 

But lose their worth and every ch'arm, 
Thou fairest of the fair. 

The joys of sease I once ,eursued 
No more my soul beguile; 

Before eo.rth's honours, fame or wealth, 
My faith would seek thy smile. 

Is this the language of thine heart? Then thou hast scripturo.l evidence that 
thou o.rt a true-born child of her who, finding she could not express all the 
beauties she beheld in her Lord, summed up the whole by exclaiming-" Yea, 
He is oltogeLhcr lovely." By the ruling passion of the mind, the ohoracter of 
the mind is determined; nnd if thy ruling passion is love to Jesus, then o.rt 
tho11 interested in Him. 

Reader, what is the supreme object of thy ndmiration? Is it self? Is it 
the npplause of men? If so, thou hast no interest in the Saviour of sinners; 
for He is the "altogether lovely," and the only lovely, in the est,imntion of nll 
those whom He so.ves. Another question. Who.t is thy ruliug passion? 
Love of sin? Hear what God says-" The wages of sin is death" ! Art 
thou the sll\vo of sin ? Oh, fearful servitude! Thou hl\st o hard master ; ho 
will treat thee ill here, and destroy thee hereafter! " Know ye not tlrnt to 
whom ye yiold yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are whom yo obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness." Oh, how 
different the object of thy pursuit. to tho.t of the righteous; aud, unless mercy 
prevent, how different will be thy end ! 

And ~hat, professor, is the object of thy admiration? Dost thou sbo.ro thy 
"?mirat10n between Christ and thyself, thine own righteousness nllll Christ's 
ri~hteousness? If so, thou o.rt a thief and a robber; for it is written, "In 
Rim (Christ) shall all tho seed of Israel be justified, autl shall glory." "\Vhut ! 
thmk you that Christ will suffer Ilia spotless, searuloss robe to be soiled uud 
?'arred by I-he filthy patches of thy self-righteousness? Christ coma to save the 
'lost." '.l'hou dost not answer to the description, for thou cttmt supply 111111' 
thy sol vat ion, so that thou art but ho.If undone. How canst thou look unto Jesus, 
when one of thy eyes is fixed upon thine own comeliness? 'l'hou canst not suy 
with the spouse, " Ile is altogether lovely," for thou art ]Hirt lovely thyself. 



114 WHAT rs TOUR SOUL wonTB? 

But thinkest tl10u that the infinite God will divide His glory with thee ? IT.ear 
what He says-" My glory will I not give to another." 'fhc Lord undeceive 
thee, lest thou sl10uldst be taken away in His wrath, and consumed in his hot 
displeasure. May the apostle's prayer be thine-" That I may be found in 
Him, not having on my own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ., the righteousness which is of God by faith." 

Hammersmith. • 

WHAT IS YOUR SOUL WORTH? 

DY THE REV. JOHN COX, LATE OF WOOLWICH. 

"'\\7hat is e. wan profited if be gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" 

PEOPLE think about their bodies, circumstances, credit, honour, descendants 
and memory, but forget the soul. Let us therefore put the question-What 
i.s the soul worth? If we consider merely it8 ruined condition, so full of 
rebellion and selfishness, the ans,ver must be, it is worth nothing. Morally 
c~ns_idered, the soul is dep.raved a~d ?~graded; but_ if we consider its capa
b1lities and durat10n, and 1f each md1vulual asks himself, What i., my soul 
worth to me l who can answer this question? The worth of the soul has 
never yet been rightly calculated; and yet souls are thrown away, or else bar
tered for mere trifles, as if they were quite valueless. Persons would not act 
thus if they believed that their souls were as valuable as they really are. 
Come, then, dear reader, and let us try to ascertain the worth of our souls. 
Whatever others do, let not us neglect the great concern; nor, like Esau, sell 
our souls for a little earthly pleasure. In order to ascertain the value of a 
precious stone, or a p,ece of gold, scales and weights are used. Can we find 
any scales wherewith to weigh souls? Suppose we take reason for the beam, 
the universe for weights, and then call in the mightiest angel to hold the 
scales! See, sun, moon, earth, stars, systems are all cast in, are all outweighed, 
and still the worth of the soul is not ascertained. 

Let us try again. Infinite justice shall be the balance, and infallible truth 
the weights; but where shall these scales be placed? Shall we set them up 
in the theatre of worldly pleasure, the hall of science, or the mart of com· 
merce? These places, it is true, are all crowded with beings who bavo im
mortal souls, but who, alas! are acting as if they had not. They l1:1ugh our 
proposal to scorn; they have no room for our bRlances, no time to be weighed, 
no sympathy with our object. They will weigh silver ancl gold, they will weigh 
the elements, and everything else costly and curious-the soul excepted. 

Let us, then, fix our balances where all must come, even at the dying-bed. 
How valuable do souls often appear here! But even here some do not lenrn 
the worth of the jewel within them, but die stnpid or deceived without any 
alarm-hid beneath some false refuge. But there is one place whero selt~ 
deception cannot exist, and where all false estimates will be rectified. .At the 
judgment throne Omnipotence will poise these balances; and then, when soul. 
ere ,mspendecl between heaven and bell, and when, according to t hoir cha· 
racter, they soar to the one, or sink to the other, will their worth be rightly 
estimated. 0 that men would listen to God's truth now! it would instruct 
them concerning the nature, worth, and condition of the soul, and be, through 
the energy of t be Holy Spirit, its teacher, purifier, and portion. . 

Dear fellow-immortal, do not trifle or speculate on a subject so vast. Brmg 
the matter home to yourself; look within at your own so1'l. You cannot d~
stroy it if you wished; you cannot separate yourself from immortality. Agam 
I entreat you, look at your own so1'l; consider its real condition. Behold 
two fearful words ere written on it. These oro, immortality and sin. Your 
soul is deatltless ancl diaeased; it cannot die, it is not fit to live with God, 
Look at these facts till you tremble; look till you begin to pray, ond then: 
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Look at .,alvation, even the salvation of God. Consider it a.s He devised, 
wrought, and proclaimed it; and see Divine wisdom, power, and mercy glo• 
riously displayed. How wise the plan, and how perfect the execution ! 
Behold Jesus the. Saviour working out salvation. The scales just now referred 
to were set up at Calvary, and there it was that the amazing worth of the soul 
was demonstrated. It ~as bought_with a price-" not •with corruptible things as 
silver and gol_d, but wtth the;prec1ous bloc,~ of Christ." How freely is this sal• 
vation proclaimed! God Hunself has written a book full of salvation. He 
delights in the na~e of " the <:lod ~f salvation," and _rejoices over those souls 
who approve of His plan, admll'e Hie work, accept His grace, and praise Him 
for Hie mercy. 

Pimlico. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN CHRISTIAN 
PROGRESS. 

:SY THE REV. CHARLES STOVEL. 

WE have great plea.sure in directing 
the attention of our readers to the 
following interesting and admirable 
address-which ha.s been kindly for
warded to us for insertion-delivered 
at the recent meeting held to celebrate 
the first anniversary of the Baptist 
Chapel, Camden Road, Holloway, Sir 
Morton Peto, Bart., presiding. 

Mr. Stovel, on being called upon to 
speak, said - I very greatly rejoice, 
in witnessing to-day the advancement 
of your interests. The congregation 
this morning was very encouraging; 
although it may have been composed 
largely of strangers, yet it very 
plainly indicates a character capable of 
being wrought into very important 
results. And I was still more pleased 
when present at. a Sabl:ll1th service 
sometime ago, to witness the order, 
the spirit, and the energy that seemed 
to murk the whole of your worship 
and proceedings. I am all the more 
pleased at beholding the progress of 
your undertaking, because I think 
tho_t. just now you are in a position 
~h1ch will help you to derive a peou
har 11dvantage to yourselves. Mostly 
ID undertakings of this sort, Churches 
lean upon one or two individuals ; 
very often, indeed, thoy lean by for 
too much upon one individual-their 
postor. From extensive observations 
of the Churches, I have been brought 
to the very decided conviction, th11t, 
fo~ the most part, all great things of 
tins kind have beon done by some 
great, consecrating effort of tho pastor 

of the Church ; and not unfrequently 
the pastor is obliged to sacrifice him
self. Now you are in a position in 
which you can do for yourselves what 
is by far the most important thing to 
be done for a Church, at uny time or 
under any circumstances ; you can 
develop and organize your own indi
vidual exertions. A lit.tie band-no 
matter if they are but small in num
ber-who are gathered around the 
standard of the cross in this place, 
will, by degrees, fall each one into his 
niche. You will wont those who 
shall be able to lead and conceutr11te 
the movements of the rest; hut you 
are in a position to feel that e11c h one 
must do something to advance the 
usefulness of the whole. 

My advice to you is, on no no 'Otmt to 
be slow in seeking to consumrnule what 
I hold to he a Divine institution-the 
filling up of the pastoral office ; but 
so long ns God is pleased to withhold 
that from yon, you will do well to 
remember that you have 11 most impor
tant duty to do in the meantime, for 
each individual to rise into the ucqui
eition of those habits und energies 
which will enable you to work with 
the pastor when you ha.Yo one, uncl by 
which each individual muy grow into 
the full stature of a labourer in tl10 
kingdom of Christ Jesus. You have 
a sphere which is susceptible of being 
well worked, and a point upon which 
to concentrate your vurious energies 
and thou~hts; but which shonlcl by 
no means absorb your entire vision. 
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The most momentous thing for 
you to seek at the present moment 
is, that communion of spiritual life 
which may circulate through your 
little assembly and vitalise every mem• 
ber of it so as to make it fruitful in 
its union with the Saviour. Yon 
must remember that the establish
ment of a Church at any given period 
has ahrays been assigned to a very few 
persons, and who in their position have 
developed the energy which has pre
pared them to advance into greater 
and more diffusive labours, and to 
stamp succeeding ages with the cha
racter they have given to their own. 

Let me state to you a fact. .A. 
poor man - yes, a poor man - a 
strangely laborious end literary man, 
came in to the city of Bristol, in 1641, 
and there found a lady, the wife of a 
clergyman, whose heart was given to 
the Lord; and with her found asso
ciated, in the daily study of the sacred 
Scriptures, two or three friends who 
were earnestly desirous to promote 
His kingdom. They joined together 
and formed the nucleus of the Church 
which now meets in Bristol-Broad 
Mead. From this, through Wiltshire, 
Devonshire, Dorsetshire, and Somer· 
setshire, they spread by herculean 
labours ; and, while other interests 
have died out, in consequence of the 
onward movements of the times, they 
have gained fresh strength by the new 
and vigorous interests of the present 
day. 

You, friends, whom I am now 
addressing, are placed somewhat in 
the positiun of those devoted persons 
to whom I have alluded; and I wish 
you to think - but without under
valuing any of the existing instrumen
talities -that there is not a Baptist 
interest at all in London, and that 
you are here beginning one. You 
have a work to do which requires the 
exercise of much earnest devotion 
and prayerful effort, which must be 
brought to bear on tlie first point; 
and when you have ad vanccd a little 
further you will be able to do some• 
thing l~wards carrying the light of 
DiYinc trulb into regions beyond, nnd 
all around. So many and great are 
the inlluenccs wbich go forth from a 

spiritual centre of this sort, that it is 
impossible to tell the results that will 
follow from its creation. 

One of the most interesting in
stances that have come before me in 
the history of Nonconformity in this 
country, I will mention. It happened 
in the reign of Queen Mary, when we 
suppose that spiritual religion was at 
a very low ebb, and when a terrific 
and bloody persecution prevailed. 
But there was an undercurrent of 
vigorous spiritual life, ready to burst 
forth when circumstances should 
prove favourable for calling it out. 
Old Strype says, in his quaint but for
cible style, "There were many thou
sands of people who met around those 
martyr's piles, down Bow fields, to 
learn the way, and they did learn 
it. They would stand learning it 
while ten, twelve, or fourteen of their 
fellow-men were burned, a holocaust 
before the great idol of superstition 
on earth, but as a holy offering at the 
feet of the Father and Saviour. Some 
friends at Islington disguised a house 
with play-bills, and there they met for 
worship on the Sabbath day. I think 
it was the secretary of state himself 
who heard of this, and came to ferret 
them out through that disguise ; at 
any rate, it was a high officer of the 
court, and he succeeded in taking 
some twelve persons into custody, and 
they were tried before Bishop Bonner. 
Six of them were appointed to be 
burned on a certain morning at 
Smithfield. The night before, the 
brethren of the faith" -thoy were not 
called after the name of any Church, 
not Pmdo-Baptists, not Baptists, and 
not even Dissenters ; but they were 
brethren in the Lord, ench following 
the truth as for as he had ascertained 
the truth, and each loving the rest 
for their love to the Redeemer-well, 
these brethren "spent the night in 
prayer; at morning dawn they re
paired to the vicinity of the market, 
and when the bell tolled out from the 
tower of tho church of St. Sepulchre, 
they moved from the place where they 
had assembled, in double ro.nk, and 
formed a column, and thus passed up 
Milk Street and re,whed the scene of 
martyrdom. 'l'hey formed close, and 
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in. t.he united column forced their way 
right through the crowd ; they then 
opened right and left and ranged 
rJund the pile; and when they had 
done so, as far as their numbers 
would-allow, they addressed the suf
ferers; 1ui.ci'wereforbidden,· '.rhe order 
in council was read, in which it was 
stated that they should not speak to 
the sufferers ; that none should greet 
them, and none pray .for them .. 'f.hey 
answered to the order in council;' We 
know that they are the servants of the 
Jiving God; and we will say, God 
bless them, and: offer -up prayer .for 
Divine support.' Amen! rolled- like 
thunder from the multitude, and that 
was the la;it martyrdom of Smithfield." 

My beloved brethren, you never 
know what you are doing when-you 
are cherishing the deep- elements of 
spiritual life in yourc hearts, and in 
the hearts of each other. Thus we 
see at the onset of the Christian era, 
a few men who had planted their 
sympathies around the cross and
throne of the blessed Saviour, and 
having hie promise to be with them in 
their work, enabled to go forth with 
such power as to revolutionise the 
world; and they were never weakened 
I-ill they were weakened by their own 
corruptions. I wish you to remerr:ber 
that you have an• aim worthy of your 
deepest love, an eim for which-· He 
shed His blood, which is the joy of 
the Saviour now amidst the glories 
of he11von; nnd in the prosecution of 
that eim, if you are not wanting to 
yourselves, yuu huve 11 resource which 
nothing can repel, and ogainst which 
nothing shnll stand. Only, I beseech 
yon to remember, that if you intend 
to. ?O the means of communic.ating 
•p1ntunl life to this neighbourhood, 
yoa must have it in yourselves. You 
must dMe to ,be singular,- ,and· not 

.A P ·O S T O L I C 

afraid of being pointed at as difl'ering 
in your habits and tastes from the 
rest of the world. Of what use 
would be that light-house upon the 
rocks to those men in yonder ship, 
tossed about upon the angry waves of 
the ocean, if it did not differ from the 
rocks themselves. For a light-house 
to be of any service it must possess a 
light; and so Christians must have 
light in themselves if they are ever to 
give light to the world. You cannot 
enlighten a single man unless you are 
yourselves first enlightened by the 
Spit-it. 

Brethren, sufl'er the word of ex
hortation ; keep humble ; let not your 
walls flatter you; let not the beauty 
of your building puff you up with 
pride and vain-glory ; be not like that 
haughty monarch who exclaimed, "Is 
not this great Baby Ion that I have 
built? " Nay, but rather let that 
place be the abode of humble, thank
ful spirits, who sholl look through its 
windows and upon its walls, a11d see 
the clear indications of pnrental love, 
of the fact of a heavenly Father; ond 
thus looking, be constrained to say, 
"ls this thy way unto us, 0 God of 
our fathers? it is not after the manner 
of man"; then I oon testify to you 
frol!l recent experience, thnt the weight 
of His mercies will be made so much 
greater. than the weight of previous 
trial, thnt .the bearing of the one sho.ll 
be a for greater tex on tho vital 
strength of o. man thou the endurance 
of the other. The blasts of adver
sity will bind the nerve of tho soul, 
and make it stand erect in the midst 
of tho atorm; but the mild urn\ gentle 
beams of mercy, when they become 
hot and heavy, at the snme moment 
possess o. ;mbduing power which no
thing oan resist. 

THEOLOGY . 

BY· :l'JIE ll.EV. J. BULEY, BEWDLEY. 

,. Christ in you, the hope of glory."-CoL. i. 27. 

PAUL WM a aouud theologian. Being I promising advocate of the great prin• h true convert to the foith of Jesus, ciples of the glorious Gospel. Mere 
e became o firm, uniliuching, uncom- speculutivo theory received no sanction 
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from the aposHe. He ath1ched no 
importonce to outward ceremonies, 
unless they sprang from a pm·e inward 
spiritual change. He esteemed no 
theme worthy of his att<>ntion, unless 
it was connected with the cross. The 
cross for,ned the centre of his system
of Di,inity, and was the fountain 
whence I.he streams' of his eloquence 
flowed-the cross, as exhibiting the 
lo-.-e of the Redeemer, ond shedding 
a light upon the SOl'er<'ign mercy of 
God. Christ was the burden of tire , 
apostle's ministry; the inspirat.ion of 
his prayers, the foundation of his 
hope, and the source of oil his joys. 

Paul was, in the highest, se-,11,er a 
Christian-as such be gloried only 
in the cross. As a preacher he studied 
the science of the cross ; and: as a 
mortal he died, triumphing in the 
blood of the cross. 

That which gives such a llllltre 
to the apostle's theology is the deep 
tone of spirituality .. hich penades 
it. It is Christ as slain on Ca.k'llry, 

and not only so, but Christ asfor1ned 
in the heart; Christ reigning by the 
influence of bis grace ; having the 
afrections of the soul centred in 
himself; and, by the cords of his 
love,moving, the hands of the believer 
to acts of kindness, and his feet to 
walk in the way of righteousness and 
true holiness. 

But the apostolic theology was not 
confined to this life ; it recognised 
man's immortality, and revealed his 
future well-being. "Christ in you, 
the hope of glory." Wben Chriat is 
in the heart, glor;, is in the eye. Grace 
i~ glory in the bud ; glory is grace in 
full bloom. The kingdom of grace 
in man will be succeeded by man in 
too kingdom of glory. 

Thie was the apostle's theology. 
Reader, what is yours? Does it con
sist, in a form of godliness without 
the power? Remember that hefore 
you enter heaven tbis must be your 
body of Divinity-" Christ in you, 
the hope of glory." 

THE PRA.TER:MEETING. 
BY THE BEV. W. ABBOTT, BLUNHAJl:l, BEDS. 

To many, the Prayer-meeting does worldly-mindedness, sharpens the 
not possess the excitement of a spiritual appetite, enlivens the alfec
preaching occasion, but to the sincere tions, and fosters a devotional spirit. 
believer in Jesus, and lover of Zion, It• has e. quickeuing and' salutary 
it has its inviting objects, and to him influence upon the graces; it ~ro
it abounds with ble,sin!{s. He feels motes our humility, fa.1th, love, JOY, 
that a service for social prayer is and hope. 
necessary and useful; he here seeks, 
not merely his personal good, but 
rather the welfare of the Redeemer's 
cause; and in his intercessory suppli
cations for Zion, he finds his own 
heart enlarged and blessed. "They 
shall prosper that love Thee." 

1. The Prayer-meeting is the meana 
of promoting a healthy state of mind. 
Perhaps oocial prayer rather than 
preaching has this wndency, as there 
is much that is searching, impressive, 
and corrective about it. It induces 
self· examination, heart - searching, 
mourning over ein, struggles age.inst 
sin, earnest desires for pardon, for 
reviving and preserving grace, and for 
the sincere milk of the word, that t,he 
iloul may grow thereby. It checks 

"Here we may f..rove the power of prn.yor, 
To strengthen .11ith and sweeten care." 

2. The Prayer meeting is often the 
means of revival... Here we hove 
felt our cold indifferent state, con• 
feseed our guilt, pleaded the promises, 
a•ked forgiveness. Hero we h11ve Oome 
in the Saviour's nume; with deep 
feeling and earnest desire hove sought 
the Father's presence, gruce, o~d ble~
sing. Here he has holped our m6.rm1· 
ties by His Holy Spirit, lifted upon 
us the light of His countenance, caused 
the dew of Divine inUucncc to descend 
upon us, and our hearts h,wo heen en
livened, refreshed, eulurged, o.nd 
blessed. '' '£hey that wait upon the 
LQrd ehoU renew their ~Lfength," 
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Thus when God di~poses His people 
to p;ay, He has 1;11crcies t~ b~sto:,v; 
a spirit of prayer 1s a sure md1cetion 
of good, it is the precursor of abun • 
dont blessings. 

3. The Prayer-meeting has a ten• 
dency to unite the hearts of believers. 
Here believers meet as the children of 
tlod's adoption, as the children of His 
gracious family, ~s taught by His holy 
Spirit to hold rntercourse, to com
mune with their heavenly Father. He 
has promised to meet t-hem here, for 
He says, "In all places where I record 
My name, will I come and bless 
thee." He has promised them mercy 
and grace to help in time of need; 
He has announced and assured to 
them heave11ly mansions, end, os the 
earne@t of it, He sheds abroad his love 
in their hearts by the Comforter. This 
love leads them to love God, and to 
love each other, and is an evidence that 
they are the children of God, and the 
heirs of glory. "We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, be
cause we love the brethren." The 
Prayer-meeting promotes this love. 
Prayer is the utterance of the heart 
as prompted by the Holy Spirit, and 
under His influence we feel a cordial 
sympathy with, and response to the 
supplications uttered by the brother 
leading the devotions; our social feel
ings ore enlivened, our union of henrt 
is strengthened, end we can say, 
"Truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, ond with Jlia 8011 Jesus 
Christ." 

4. The Prayer • meeting is the 
meaos of success to tlte Gospel. The 
n~osUes desired the pr,.yers of tha 
s?mts to aid them in the early mu• 
s1on of the Gospel-prayers that doori; 

might be opened to them, that utter· 
ancc might be given them, that t be 
word of Christ might have free course, 
run, and be glorified. The success of 
the Gospel in our native land, and in 
ell lands, and among all classes, call 
for the fervent, persevering prayers of 
the saints, as well os for the t.eaching 
of mmisters and missionaries. The 
cry has been repeated of late that the 
pulpit bas lost its power. Is it not, 
rather, that the church has lost the 
spirit of prayer? 

5. The Prayer-meeting has proved 
a blessing to many. Strangers to 
prayer, those who hove felt an ever· 
sion to it, ha"re come, and have been 
convicted of their sins, and led to the 
cross •eeking salvation. Seekers after 
Jesus, who had long been in legal 
fetters and gloom, have los~ their 
burdens, obtained light. and liberty, 
and joy and peace, in believing. There 
the broken-heart-ed have been healed, 
the mourner comforted, the tried suc
coured, and the strong in faith blessed. 
" For there the Lord commanded the 
blessing, even life for evermor()." 

Prayer-meeting~, then, are prof!. 
table. The presence and favour of 
Fother, Son, and Spirit, are the cnuse; 
short., fervent, lively, opproprite exer
cises ID•Y be deemed helps, Means 
and helps, however, must not be rested 
in-the heart must he fixed on Him 
who giveth more graoe, These "ti1De3 
of refreshing from the pl'eaence of tho 
Lord," whot favoured moments
blessed opportunities-happy •eosons 
-how near to heaven! llere, truly, 
11nd that frequently 

11 Tho men of grace ba'"e found 
Glory l,ogqu ~•low." 

ORIGIN.AL POETRY. 

AN INVITATION TO TElE PUAYEl!.MEETINO. 
11 

Let ua therefore come boldly unto the throne of vace, tbo.t we may obtl:l..i.n mercy 11ud 
find ,:ro.co to help in time of oood."-Hau. iv. 10. 

Cox~ with holy oil anointed, 
Priests of tbo Eternnl God 

In the way I.le hl).fl uppointed..:._ 
Through the L~ml>'o •loping blood, 

Come, the ~Icroy-seat 11,ddreseing, 
With Lho 11tricken sinnor's cry• 

All the seDSe ol' guilt possessing, 
Low before your So.v1.our lie. 



uo LITBRAllY NOTICES.-

Come, though feeble be your pleaditig, 
And your utt'rance only sighs, 

He who knows your spirit"s needin'g, 
Will alford you rich supplies. 

Come, tbongh He is high end holy, 
Yet He bends e. list'ning ear 

To the bumble and the lowly, 
.And to such is always near. 

Come, for Christ is interceding, 
On the mediatorial throne, 

All His "cross a.nd·passion" pleading, 
All He suffer' d to atone. 

Come, implore tho Spirit's teaching, 
How to pre.,r, and what to ask, 

His a.biding a.1d beseeching, 
Needful grace for every task. 

Coi'n8, without a doubt or waver ; 
Doubting you dishonour God; 

He heetowe His special favour, 
Upon those who trust His word . 

. Come, to you the promise epea.keth, 
He· that asketh sha.ll receive ; 

He shall Bnd, that truly seeketh, 
He shall have that doth believe. 

Come, let prayer be all.embracing., 
Saint ana sinner, friend-and foe,; 

Each upon G<>d's altar placing, 
Let fo'r each your pleading~ flow. 

LITERARY 

Midni_qht Harmonic,; <»', T.Jumghts fo,o, the
Season of Solitude. By OcTAVIl!B WIN• 
stow, D. D. 250 pp. loth Thousand. 
London: J. ?. Shaw. 

WE rejoice that books of a high toned spirit .. 
ae.l character like this, and other of -Dr. 
Winslow's publications, a.re in such demand. 
Those ~ho have read the papers which have 
snccessively e.ppeared in our pages; from-tile 
same distinguished source, vnll be prepared 
to erpect a highly spiritual enterte.ioment io 
the perusal of" Midnight Harmonies." 

.d.11 Antid-Ote against Anninianism, prepared 
for the public good, (1700.) !ly the Rsv. 
C:e:RrSTOJ>HEn.N:sssE, M.A., now edited by 
the REv. B. SILVER, M.A., Vicar of Ful .. 
bourn, Cambs. London , Aylott & Co. 

Txrs WBB once a. text book with the late 
Countess of Huntingdon's preachers, and 
well answers to ita title. We give our most 
cordial recommendation to the present 
edi!ion1 (which :may be had for ei.Ipence,) 
sincerely hoping tba.t it may be the means of 
checking the wide-spreading and deadly 
heresy with which it so a.bly combats. 

The End; or, the Pro:rimate Signa of the Cloae 
ef lhe Pre,ent Dispen,ation. By the Rev. 
JonN CUMMING, D.D. 1 F.R.8.E. In one 
,·oL, fcop. Bvo. London: John F. Shaw. 

AN attempt is bein~ made by a. iocinio.n a.nd 
Ru.tionalistic portion of the public press to 
hound to the death the excellent author of 
"TLe End." While we deplore thie, we can
not endorse e.11 Dr. Cwnming hae here put 
forth on this ffi)'BterioUB eubJect. We wish 
he had kept in his mind the fate of the la.to 

!~;:k:~ 1~:i~g~ ;!c0k~~~~hh!~ E~:1n°f:t:t~~ 
mtt.ny. We reruember reading some very 
eloqu-e~t observutione in a sermon by Dr. 
Cumuung,on the det1.tb of Mr. Irvin~, on this 
subject, in which he most pa.lhet.ict:t.Ily de
plored t.Le effoc:t of hit:1 hav10g followed a. 
mere ign~ fut'U.ll of IJurnan fancv, while start
iug so~1e wild vugaries on the M

0

illennium,an<l 
by wLH:h he bad b1:1en lured on t.odcstrucLioa. 

FIIBDBIII0K BROWN. 

NOT ICES. 

We oould wish Dr. Cumming had continued 
only to. write such books as his " Expository 
Readings," u Urgent Questions," and other 
practical ·works, in which department of 
sacred· literature he excels above many I and 
b_y which he. ha.a done eminent service to 
t~e ea.use of evaugeHcal truth. This volume, 
however, a.bounds with weighty e.nd eloquent 
passages of a more obvious, practice.I ten. 
dency I which, with great se.1 isfaction, we 
c~n commend to the thoughtful aLtention of 
our readers, whatever may be their views 
on the more ostensible features of the work . 

Lir,e and Learn. A Guide to all who wish to 
spee.k and write correctly. 164 pp., fcap. 
Svo. London, J. F. Shaw. 

THOBB who buy this excellent, and we may 
add "indispensable," little volume, will find 
half-a-crown well spent. It supplies a want 
long felt; u.nd the Jarge circulation it has at• 
taiued, shows that tbo publio appreciate its 
merits. 

No Condemn.aUon. An Eiposition of the 
Eighth Chapter of the Epistle to tho 
Romans. By the Rev.OcTA.VlUBWINSLOW, 
D.D. One vol., post Svo. London, J. F. 
Shaw. 

THIS is a book just o.fter oul" own bee.rt, it is 
o. highly spirituW. and savoury exposition of 
this portion of the Apostle's writings. Dr. 
\V. ha.s most judiciously on forced the oblig';'· 
tions of believers, on the ho.sis of the~r 
exalted privileges. The volume o.lready h&B 
bad a very considerable so.le, and it is with 
much pleusure we u;n1.il ourselves ~f tb_e 
opportunity e.ff'ordetl us, of commendmg it 

to the attentive pl1rusal of all who are 
desirous of being laugbt the way of the 
Lord more perfectly. 

MUllakes of Daily OccurrencB in Speaking 
and Writing and Prumrnciatio1&. 64 PP· 
Lon.Jon, J. F. Sho.w. 

A OUBAP six-pennyworth of imporlant prac• 
tical informu.lion. 
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J1i,lo>g of the BaptiBt <Jhtirch, Lion 1/t-reet, 
Walworth, dwrrmg the flr•t .fifty yea,-, of 
it., eZUtence, with a brief account of ·the 
Jubilee Seroicea. 24 pp., fcap. 8vo. Lon
~oa: B. L. Green. 

'J.1nE per~sal of t~ intere!ting lwo_ch'.llre bas 
re\'ived m our mmds many pleasrng re-col
lections of the pe.st, and we doubt not of 
its heing the mesns of producing similar re
&ults io many others. 

.A..thei.Btic Cordro'Oersy. A Public Discussion 
on tl.Je Being of a God, between the liev. 
H. Townley, and Mr. Holyoake. M. pp. 
Fourth thousnr.d. London : Ward & Co. 

ATHEISM is e.n ancient species of insanity; 
u The fool he.s sa.id in his heart," -and only 
8 fool will say so-" There is no God." We 
question therefore, the wisdom of attempting 
by public discus9ioo, to produce convicLion in 
men wbo are flt for a residence in St. Luke's 
or Bedlam. The man, who, in the nineteenth 
century Bays, u 1'bere is no divine Father, 
no great and good Creator to love mi and 
take c11re of me," is in a pitiable, and, we 
may add, in an inexcusable condition. 

DENOMINATION AL 

ANNIVERSARIES AND SERVICES 
TO BE HOLDEN. 

Hozton, Tabernacle, High 8tres~. on Sabbath 
day, Nov. 11, (D.V.), Mr. J. A. 
Spurgeon will preach afternoon and even
ing, and Mr. J. P. Searle (postor) in 
the morning. 11, S, and i pOBt 6. Collec
tions for Sabbath School, &o. 

MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 

Aberdeen, John Street.-The Rev. J. Me.I- , 
colm, of Greenock, hss accepted the 
pastorate. 1 

.dndover, HantH.-The Re\". M. H. Crvfts, 
hns been obli~ed through ill health to 
:s/fa/to':.':i""torote of tbe Bapti.,t Cb.pel 

Hamp•tead, H0Uyb11sh Hi!l.-The Rev. D. 
J onnings, late co-postor '\\;tb tile Rev. J. 
PeBCock, Spencer Place, Goswell Road, 
has o.cct'Jpted the invilu.tion to the pastorate. 

Hemel Hsmp,tead.-Rev. N. H11wkes has 
through ill-health r.••igneu the pastorate 
of the Doptist Church. 

Glouceater.-1.'he Rev. G. M. MoMiohael, 
B.A., tennino.tes his miniBterio..l connef!
tion with Lhe Bopti,,t Churoh with the pre
sent year. 

Lamheth, Re1,ent Street.-1.'he Rev. J. Har~i:t:. of uton, has accepted the pe,s .. 

Ma11chester, St. George'•.-The Rev. J. H. 
Hill, of Ebbw Vale, be,s receit'ed an unani
Inous invitation to the pastorate. 

Btau11ton.-Tl?e Rev. J. Lewis ha.s moved 
to London; bis address is, 6J Cornwa.11 
Street, H&ITow Road. 

Newark-upoi,-T-rent.-The Rev. R. Bayly, 
of Horton College, Bradford, haa aocepted 
the paotorate. 

lloBa,, Herifordshire.-The Rev. F. Leonard, 
.A., has ocoepted tho paatorate. 

The Path11Jay of P'l'ooidence; r>r, Recoll6ctiona 
ofmy Pilgrimage. By ELIZA.BETH SEARLE, 
author of" Noonday Meditations," with a 
portrait of, the anthoress. 88. pp. crown 
8vo. cloth. London, W. H. Collingridge. 

TBB eminently pious and amiable authoress 
·of. thia interesting narrative, and collection 
of poetical pieces, d~ed on the day of its 
pnfilicRtion. As an old correspondent of the 
Gospel Mal?ezine she was well known by u. 
lt1.rge class of readers, to whom this volume 
will Le most e.cceptable. 

Mind you,,. Stops. 32 pp. J6mo. London, 
Groombridge. 

Cou.rtenay's Dictionary of A.bbreoiatiom. 54, 
pp. London : Groombridge• 

How to detect Adulteration in our Daily Food. 
38 pp. London: Groombridge. 

Hard Words made Eusy. London : Groom
bridge. 

Blunders in Beha~iour Corrected. London : 
Groombridge. 

T11EsB ere handbooks on the set"ere.1 subjects 
treated upon, e.nd merit e. large circulation. 

INTELLIGENCE. 

Rev G. Rouse Lowden, who is a member 
of the Bapli•t Church, Eagle Street, Red 
Lion Square, is open to in'ritation to euppJy 
a destitute church; apply, 7, Barnard's 
Inn, Holborn. 

We are requested by a.n esteemed brother, 
tbe pastor of a Baptist Church, eitaa.te 
about 20 miles from the metropolis, to 
say that he would be glud to obto.in 
a1sistanoe in preacWug, onoe on the Lord's 
day, and ou a week .. evening. If o. brother 
whose sentiments o.re in unison with those 
of the II Baptist Messenger," o.nd whose 
circumstances would allow of his render
ing such aid grntuitouely, ie willing to 
do eo, a comfortable residence is j_ust no\f 
atto.inable. We she.II be hoppy in forward
ing any communication which mo.y Lo sent 
us on the subject. 

NEW CHAPEL. 

Brentford Park <Jhapel.-Was opoued Oct. 
12th. when aermond were delivered by the 
R"vs. W. Brook, of Dloomsbury, and 
S. Martin (Ind.), of Westminster; the 
llevs. J. W. Lance (pastor); W. Robinson 
(Ind.), York Road, Lambeth; B. Davis 
(Ind.), Bow Rood; E. Morley (Ind.), 
Brentford;J .Glendinning(lnd.), Uxbridge; 
A. G. Fuller, Cardi.II"; R. Ann, Isloworth • 
and - Rigg, Brentford, took po.rt in th~ 
een·ices. About 160 so.t down to dinner, 
and 300 to tea. On the following Lord's 
day, sermons were preached by the 
pastor, and by the Rev. D. Ko.tterns, of 
Hackney. The collections o.mounted to 
£110. The cost of Chopol £'J,OOO; of 
this, about £800 haa to be roised. 

ASSOCIATION SERVICE. 

Cornwall BaptiBt .h,ociation.-The meetings 
were held at Holston, on Oot. 23. De-
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TotionR.1 SerTTces were conducted by the 
Re'f. C. \\Tilson, P"'..;tor, in which the Reve. 
S. H. Booth, of F.n.lmoutb, n.nd Jenkyn, 
of Penzance, and :MC'ssrs. Rogers a.nd 
Faning, of Helstcn, took p,nt. The RC"T. 
Mr. La~rence, of Truro, addressed the 
congregation, and t.he Rev. Mr. Jenkyn 
preached the sermon. 

PRESENTATION SERVICES. 

Boror,g'11.bri.doe, York.-A public tea-meet
ing was held Sept-. 26th, in the Court 
house of this t-own, for the purpose of 
rlefreyin~ the expenses incurred in the 
recent alterations, &c., in the Baptist 
Chspel, and to pay becoming respect to 
their late pastor, the Rev. G. C. Catterall, 
on his retiring from the pastorate; the 
meeting was addressed by the Revs. G. 
Hanson, Milnsbridge; J. P. Chown, 
Brsdford; J. Williams (Ind.) of Ouse
burn, and E. Cullen (Ind.), of Borough
hridge. A highly cornplimenh.ry testimony 
to the character of Mr. Catterall, in the 
form of a resolution, wa.s unanimously 
adopted. 

Luton, Oct. lStb.-A valedictory service was 
held in the Town H e.11 1 in connection with 
the resignation of tbe Rev. J. Harconrt, as 
pastor of t':te Beptist Chapel, Wellington 
Street. J. Waller, Esq., one of the 
deacons, presided on the occasion. 'l'he 
meeting waa addressed by the Revo. J. 
Harcourt; B. S. Davies; D. Gould, Dun. 
stable ; T. Lewis, Houghton Regis, J. 
Bird, Hatfield ; T. Owen, Cranfield ; J. 
Ha?"t, e.nd Mr. Goodwin, of Houghton 
Hunts. During the five years Mr. Har
court has been at Luton, no less than 3H1 
persons have been e..d.ded to the Church 
under his pastoral superinteudence. }lay 
he be honoured with similar success in his 
present importa.nt sphere of labour. 

SPECIAL SERVICE. 

Ip,wich.-The Rev. Isaao Lord, Minister of 
T1ll'Tet Green Chapel, bas had the Il'ewich 
Theatre licensed for religious worship. At 
the opening sermon upwn.rds of 1,200 per
sons were present, and vast numbers were 
unable to gain admittance. 

BAPTISMS. 

Astley .Bridge, r,ea,r BoUon, Sept. 26th.
Two by Mr. Metcalfe. 

Bath, York Street, July let.-Nioe by Mr. 
White. 

Blackwater, Ang. 26th.-Four hy Mr. Be.le. 
Bradford, Wilt,.-Two by Mr. Hawkins. 
Buhop"• Storl.ford, Hert,., Sept. 2nd.-Three 

by Mr. Hodgkins. 
.Brosely Old Chapel, Aug. 26th.-Four. 
Caerwent, Monmoufh8hire, Sept. 6th.-One 

by 111r. Griffith. 
E,yn,ford, Kent, Sept. 26th.-Two by Mr. 

'\\"liittemorc. 
Gambleaide, Leicester, Aug. 5th.-One, and 

Sept. 2, One by Mr. Madden. 
Great Grimsby, Burgea8 Street, Sept. 30th.

Fi,e by Mr. Hogg. 
Hemyoek, Deoon, Sept. 9th.-Nine by Mr. 

Teal, of H nfob. 

Kttc!in, A,. 26th.-Three by Mr. nroad. 
Mc'.'.!:~i,;~ok.ethel, Aug. 26th.-l'wo by Mr. 

Leicester, Friar Lane CkaP.el, ( no dn.te given.) 
-By Rev. 8. Wigg, Mr. Brown, u. town 
missionary, formerly o. pmdo•baptist. Mr. 
D. preached his own baptizing sermon. 

London, New Park Street, Oct. 25th and 
29th.-Twenty-nine hy Mr. Spurgeon. 

Oakham, Oct. 7th.-Four by Mr. Jenkinson 
(two from the Sabbath School.) ' 

Necton, Norfolk, Oct. 7th.-Two by Mr. 
Baker, (one from the Sabbath School, U 
years of age.) 

NewcaJJtle Eml,yn, Sept. 2nd.-Nine by Mr. 
Thomas. 

NM~T~t!~~~• Devon, Sept. 16th.-Two by 

North, Bradley, Wilts., Sept. 3rd.-Eleven 
by Mr. Rod way, Sermon and Address by 
Mr. Webster, of Trowbridge. 

Pen-y-Pont, L/,andyssil, July 22nd.-Seven 
by Mr. Owen, of Newcastle Ernlyn. 

Porfaea, Kem Street, Sept. 30th.-Three by 
Mr. Davis. 

Sa;f::;~t, Kent, Sept. 2nd.-Three hy Mr. 

Saunuierifoot, Pemlwokeahire, Sept. 11.-Two 
by Mr. Lewis. • 

Stepney, Cave .A.dullann, Aug. 29th.-Nine 
by Mr. Bhipway. 

Strctton, Isle of Ely, Oct. 7th.-Three, in 
Old West River, by Mr. Crampin. 

Sutton, St. James, Liacol11ahitre, Sept. 2.
Three hy Mr. Taylor, of Kegworth. 

Trowbridge, Baek Street, Oct. 4th.-Thirteen 
by Mr. Barnes. 

DEATHS. 
Franklin, Mrs., Settember 26, at the resi-

th:c:e~~~:b1!0
!%ao:c::ethe

6 1!te 8~!:~F: 
Franklin, ol Coventry. 

Merrett, Mr. Thos., Oct. 11, at his residence 
St. Johri's Square, Clerkenweli, aged 78. 
Mr. M. had been 47 years a member, and 
28 yeare R deacon of the Baptist Church, 
Eagle Street. He wns a. faithful, devoted, 
and zealous Christian, and expired in the 
faith and hope of the Gospel, deeply and 
deservedly regretted by the pastor,ollicors, 
and the whole churoh, o.nd also by a lu.rge 
circle of Christian friends. 

Association Meeting Extraordma.ry I 
The Annual Meeting of Ministers and 

Messengers of the Churches in connexion 
with the London Association of Bu.pList 
Churches, wee held at the Mission IIousa, 
Moorgo.te Street, October 17, o.t whiob the 
number in attendance, representing thirty
three Metropolitan Chorche-s, consisted of 
NINB BB'ETBBBN, Six Ministers, and Three 

L:fd•i~~~h~!ndim~'
1168 

{v~'oh~:n ~v~~~):~:t 1h: 
fow state of the churches, wben the princee 
among the people are thus negligent ond 
supine. The Rev. A. C. Thomas, of Ialing
ton, ie appointed to preach the Annual 
Sermon, and the Rev. C. H. Spure-eon to be 
Chairmen; the Revs. Messrs. Katterns o.nd 
He.rcourt are to deliver the A<ldresses o.t tho 
Annual Public Meeting of the Association, 
to be held et Now Park Street Chapel. 

• •• J. H. D. Kent, ho.d better apply to Joseph Payne, Esq., Barrister-at-law, Temple. 



1 Th. ,n ~~b;i~~~!~. - ~~-:~:8.'i.~ope, patient 16 tn· th~h;::!r':~o:~/l<l~/?;;~ulca°n~· ~:~if:: 
T\~iif~!hn'ii::r!r; :naJ i~r:~~ fbideth Thou art my peBce, and thou my life. 
Yet if paticnc·e still ab .deth, 17 S. Here we t,;1?e thmugh a gla.ss darkly. 

Hope shall paint her rainbow tbete, Draw, draw •hi~tfe~h;'~~r:!in that drni,.s 
2 F. ill .2,ouls. Go_~ U a refuge fw--ua.-Pa. ~ _Kracious.prt sence o: tl,y ~lor1C?us eyes, 

• Jin. 8. Or ~1ve me faith; and by the eye 01 grace 
Oppress'd with doubt on life's rough ■ea, I aha.II behold thee, though not lace to face. 
My soul for refuge flies to thee. 

3 S., Surelco'!..}ohuenndesdh,a._1t
1

;hBo,'!.f ... e., as22.llamed and 18 Su, Qi:tDrnlP,•fourtb £. aft il;rin. Fursalte 
•v, .., .......... not the u.&Snnbling of yourselve.1 t.o-

~~:~o~~i! ~~ tfu:~~ ~ri.r°~~ound, ~ ll~ that.if!!!'a~d'!
1
:bB~d~: !d to comhine 

Unfold the mantle of thy love, .,.. W1th aamts on earth, shall one clay with them 
And wrap me round. ahine. 

4 Su O!tDml!!•smmlJ S. aft. (I:, W7&o llath • 19 111[. The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
' ' brought life and immortality to light cleanseth usfrom all si,i.-1 JOHN i. 7. 

by the goq,el,-2 TIM, i. 10, Is thy load a load of guilt 7 
While I hearken to thy: law, Christ or thee his bloo<l hath spilt• 
Fill mv soul with humble awe, W.Many , .. n tthhyats~'!~1hathoveuhaere.ne,lean. ' 
Till thy ~ospel bring to me ash ...... u 

Life Olld immortality. 20 Tu. Be shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
6 14, Let

11
_ !lh~~rb!,°..!,"fnbge.~ILrde

0
KdEa~~-~-" .. nd your and carry them in his bosom.-IsA, 3 1. u. 

g - _,,_ ....... ~ 0 Saviour, fold me to thy breast, 
With lamp refresh'dJ with 1teady litht And bid me there for ever rest. 

r::i1d~ g~!~1{ro ilir ~~:3~ nig t, 21 w. There is forgi11enesswith tlu:e that thou 
Await the call to meet my Lord. 11Ulyestbefeu.red.-Ps. cr,x. 4. 

8 Tu. Man gi?JetAup the ghost, and tohere i.s O
;t0°[h~-~~geL~~J.fi8~~~espair, 

he/-Joa xiv. 10. • Hut oh,. forgiveness is w1th thee, 
l!~fto~~e~°n h~~~~e. Oh where Now uring so.lvation ni;.h. 

22 Th. The hour of prayer. -ACTS iii. 1. 
Swe~t is t!te hour of pr::iycr, tho.t ho .. r is sweet. 
Which brings me, blessed Sn-viour. to thy feet. 

7 W. It is the Lord, let Aim do IDhat seemeth 
lum good.-1 SAM. m. 18. 

Wheo I cao trust my all with God, 
Bow all resign'tJ beneath his rod, 

! JiJn~n°~: :We '1;i}3e~:;a, 
8 Th, I IDl/1 be to tAem as a litUe -'11•

Ezs. Ii. 16. 
In every atonn that either frowm or f"alls 1 

What au asylum has the soul in pnyer I 

9 F, g~t~~ngeai:::r::t;';~~f;tUK.B viii.35. 
Though sorrows ft.:J: me there, 

II still a privilege i nnd &weet 
The energiea of prayer. 

10 S, Faith tohieh raorketh by 1-.-GA.L,v,6, 
True faith pro1luces love to God and man; 
Lord help me to pursue thio gospel pion, 

11 Bu. lrtDtnl!!•tbirb £, aft. lrtin. St. :tllark. 
illalf <muarttt. Therefore ahall lhe people 
praise thee.-Ps. 1.lv. 17. 

JoyfUI in thy house or prayer 
Shall th)" chosen people be i 
God of mercy, meet me there, 
While my spirit wo. la for thee, 

12 M. While I live 101/1 I praise the Lord. -
Ps. ci:lvi. 2. 

While lire i-1 mine to thee, 0 Lord, I'll bring 
My humble song, my grateful offering. 

lS Tu. For in the time of trouble he shall hide 
me.-Ps. xxvii. 5. 

When cloud, of sorrow gather round, 

H:Slnbo~!~:'1wh~~'~;~;a;Jrtiou be, 
My God will still be there. 

14 W. What have I to do IDlt/1 thee !-JOBN iU. 
0 .thou host mucn to do with me, 
Thou ainner'a friend, and I with thee. 

111 Th. q In this life only toe ha~• hope, we 
are of all most miserllble.-1 Coa. xv. JO. 

Li(cJ lif,· 1 with all thy treasured Joya 
o, friendship, hope, antl love, 

T\{r~r~ i~i!~~s n~t~~!ce~nat1v~~r•, 

23 F. He shall cry unto me, Thou art mv Fa
ther.-Ps. 11::n.ix. 26. 

0 let me call thee Fnther, for to rue 
Above ell other names that oame is sweet: 
And if I am thy child, admit the plea 
When I approach before thy mercy sent. 

24 S. Neither shall there_ be any more pain.
Ra,;v. xx1. 4.. 

i\~o=~fr~~! :~e~:ft~~~ ili;\?c~rtk~~~~;~~? 

26 Su, rttnint~•fiflb £, aft. rtrin. Come be
fore lais p,.esence with thm1A:sgit•ing. 
-Ps. xcv. CJ. 

Take the rest this dny is hrinb'lng, 
Beat of o.11 our e11rthly d11ys; 

E~h~°e ~/:1ft!~<l ~
0

1
1
~~/~~f~nt;wsc. 

26 M, Fo,-giuing one anothP.T,-Eru. iv. S2, 
Lord, if o 0rother hotc~ and treats me ill 
Help 1ne to do him good, nncl love him still, 

27 Tu. I am a burrlni trJ m.rJsc?f.-Jou vii. 20. 
Lord, ~any tinleS ~ nm a_-wcary quite 

Of mmeown ~ell. my ~1n, my vnnity; 
Yet he not thou, or I am lost outn ~ht, 

Weary of me. 

28 W, Rest in the I.ord.-Ps. xxxvii. 7, 
My soul in thee already hlc:!>t, 
Ho.th fou '.,<l her C\"crlnstin~ rest. 

29 Th. BI thesf! tllit1vs fflt'11 livt•, mul ill ull 
tht•se lhillf!:~ is t_he lj/e qf u,.,; ~pirit.
Iiu. xx1\·111. W. 

0 may these light aftlictions prove 
Means to increase uw luith nnd lo\·e • 

And mny I meekly bear the cross ' 
Jo mercy eent to pur;.:e my <lros,. 

30 F. !i,t, 'llnbrttD. Jehovalr-jireh.-Gv.N, 
xxii. H 

I know not whnt may soon hctitlc, 
Or how my wants hhall _hc- su111~lied, 
But Jesus know!J und will 11ruv11le. 

Sun rlooo, l 0.05; 7 7,6; 137.16; 19 7.'17; !H7.30.-Sots, l U,'I; 7 4.t3; 13 UI; 19 1.;; 2; ~· 
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THE SPIRITU A.L RESURRECTION.
TRUTHS TAUGHT AT THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

llY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,• 

Min..ter qf Neu, Park-,treet Chapel, S<ndh0ark. 

u Aud when he thus had spoken, be cried with a loud voice, La.zaros, come forth A nrl ha 
tba.t was dead ea.me forth, bound hand and foot with gra eclothes; and his:face was boun t 
about with a napkin. Jesus aaitb unto them, Loose him, and let him go."-JoHY Ii. -i:i, 44. 

PERHAPS the legitimare topic of this discourse, after such a text, ought to 
be the resurrection of the dead. Lazarus had died-he had lain in his grave ; 
and, at the invitation of the sisters, Jesus Christ came to see them; his visit 
answering the double purpose of comforting the bereaved and restoring the 
dead. It would be a blessed and an excellent topic were we for a little while 
to dilate upon the wonders of the resurrection. We shall do so for a few 
moments; and then we shall come to the principal theme of this evening, which 
will rather concern spiritual resurrection from a spiritual death, than that natural 
resurrection which is to take place upon us all by-and-by. 

The very fact that Lazarus came from his grave, after he had lain there four 
days, and was corrupt, and that by the mighty voice of Jesus, is to us a proof 
that the dead shall rise at the voice of Jesus at the last great day. Every 
Christian believes that there is to be a resurrection of the dead; hut, unfortu
nately, the great doctrine of the resurrection is not by most of us made so pro· 
minent as it ought to be. In old times the resurrection was preached by the 
Apostles, as being the sum and substance of the Gospel. Wherever Paul went 
we bear that he "spake concerning the resurrection of the dead ; " and then 
"some mocked." But now, usually, if we speak concerning the after state, we 
generally treat of immortality, not of resurrection. Now immortality was known 
to the ancients before the Gospel came. They believed in a kind of immor
tality, but resurrection never entered into the thoughts of the heathen. Mnny 
of them believed in the immortality of the soul. 'l'hose who had been enlight
ened by powerful reason, or remnimts of ancient tradition, believed thut the 
soul did not die, but lived on in a future state. But immortality is not 
resurrection ; and t.he immortality of the soul is very different from the 
Christiun doctrine of the resurrection of the body. We believe that the soul 
is immortal, and shall last for ever ; but we believe something more than that. 
We believe that the body is immortal too, and that after this body shall ho1'0 
been sown in the grave, and the worm sholl have eat.on it, this flesh and blood 
shall start again from the dust; and shnll either be trunslated into hen,·,·n, 
there to enjoy bliss eternally, or else sent down to hell, to be punished with ever• 
lusting destruction, und to suffer in material flame. The doctrine of the resur
rection oft he dead peculiorly belongs to the Christian dispensotion ; it wus n,'vcr 
t~ught by uny rulionalists or philosophers. 'l'hey might holil the tronsruigru.
hon of souls, but the resurrection of the body they did not hold. 13ut we, us 
Chrislinns, do really believe that this body which we now inhabit, though it 
must die nnd see corruption, shall be roised agniu from the dust; that though 
consumed on the funeral pyre, its ashes scnttered to the winds, shall yet 
come ~ogether again ;-that though the cnnnibal mny devour us, and our Jlesh 
enter mto and form part of his body, yet bone shull come to its bouc, and 
flesh to its flesh. We believe thot, do whot you will with the body-di~ide it, 
scatter it, mingle it-God, by the fiat of his omnipotence, shnll rebmld the foliric 
!0 become the habitation of the living soul for ever and for ever. We dare not, 
tn fact, deny this, because we ore so expressly lnught it in the sacred writings, 
nud it has been so fully and satisfactorily proved by the Apostle Puul. 

i/ ANvorbntiro report of a Sermon preached at New Park Stroot Chapel, on Sunday e,·en
g, ovembcr 18, 1855. 
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And oh, my friends, is it not a blessed fact that we shell rise eg,iin? I el'e 
among,;t my audience some whose garbs of woe betoken that they heTe lost a 
friend ; I see some who,;,.e time-worn countenances tell me they must have 
buried a mother or a father; others, T know, have laid beloYed infants in (.1,0 
clust; others have had a beloved husband or wife senred from their bosom. 
I mark among you some wl ose habiliments tell me you have been latelv 
widowccl, or bereav n of one tenderly beloved. Ah! dcspeirnot,yemoumers'! 
Here is a fact for you: not only that your soul end the soul of your beloved 
one shall meet in eternity, but that the some body on which you doted shall, 
if you are believers, be seen by you in heaven. The eyes of the tender and 
pious mother, which once chopped tears on you, shall behold you in heaven; 
an,i the hand of that pious father, now lying in the grave, that once lay on your 
h('ad and consecrated you to the Lord, shall be grasped by you in heaven. 
Nol only shall the soul of that infant live for ever and ever, but its ·beautiful 
body, which is dear to you as the rnsket which contained the soul of your 
child, shall live again. It shall not be a fictitious re8un-eetion; it shall not be 
a new race of ethereal creatures, but actual bodies, shall be ours. And oh! my 
b~ethren, if you have been bereft of all your friends-if they have departed in 
the faith of Jesus, you shall see them again. "Blessed ere the dead who die 
in the Lord : yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them." But yet more blessed are they still; for" the trumpet 
shall sound, and the deed shall be raised incorruptible," and we shall see the 
bodies of those we once loved on earth. Those bodies we once silently gazed 
upon, as they lay in all the stiffness of death, we shall see quickened and glorified ; 
" that mortal shall put on immortality ; that corruptible shall put on incor• 
ruption." It was "sown in weakness," and we wept when we saw it lowered 
into the grave; "but it shall be raised in power." It was "sown a natuml 
body;" and though it shall be "raised a spiritual body," yet it shall bee body • 
to all intents and purposes, as it, was before; and we shell recognize it as such. 

'
1 0, sacred hope! 0, biissf'ul hope, 

That Jcsu's grtu"e has given; 
The hope, when de.ye and years are past, 

We all shall meet in heaven:• 

N·ot in a separate existence of souls merely, but souls and bodies too; and 
11 There, on a green and flowery mount, 

Our wearied (bodies as well as) Boule sbaU sit, 
And with transporting joys recount 

The labours of our feet." 

Ah, beloved! does not this moke Christianity worth having? Does not this 
li"'ht up the grave with a supernatural splendour-f.11is cheering, this glorioua, 
this overpowering, this more than naturul, this superhuman doctrine of tho 
resurrection of the dead? I will not stop to picture the scene-I will not tell 
you of the silent graves, and of the churchyards covered with the grass of 
~ges ; I will not picture to you the battle-fields, nor will I bid you h~ar 
the ,·oicc of Jesus, when descending with the sound of the trumpet, and mth 
an exceeding great army of angels, he shall say, "Awake, ye dead, and come 
to j11dgment." When he cries "Awake! " eyes that_have been glazed f?r man_y 
a year shall open, bodies that have long been sl!lfened, shall regam_ ~heir 
energy, and stand upright. Not sheeted ghosts, not phantoms, not v1s10~•• 
but adu"l beings. They shall rise; they-the some persons who were buried 
-·.her, al men, the real women. Methinks I see them, bursting the cerements 
of the grave-dashing open their coffin-lids, and coming forth. Ah! we ,boll 
eee t hein ; and each one for himself shall riso. There shall rise Lazarus, and 
Mar! ha, and Mary ; and loved ones that belong to us, whom long we have wept 
as departed, we shall then rejoice over as having been discovered. Eo much by 
way of preliminary remarks concerning the resurrection from the dead. 

]Jut now we deal with the dead in another manner. 'l'he death of Lazarus, 
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his 1iurial in the tomb, and his corruption, are a figure and picture of the spiri
tual condition of every soul by nature. The voice of Jesus crying "T,azarus, come 
forth!" is an emblem of the .-oice of Jesus by Hi• Spirit which quickens the soul; 
anrl tbe fact that Lazarus, even when alire, wore his grave-clothes for a little 
while, until they were taken from him, ia 01tremely significant; for if we alle
gorize u~n it, it teaches ~s that even when a ~oul is quickened into spiritual 
Jifc it still wears some of its grave-clothes, which are only afterwards torn off 
wh~n Jesus says "Loose him, and let him go!·' We propose, therefore, to 
consider these three points: first, the slumber of death-in which every soul 
by nature lies; secondly, the voice of life-" Jesus said, Lazarus, come forth!" 
and thirdly, the partial bondage which even the living soul has to endure, 
ewblema.tized by Lazarus coming forth bound hand and foot, and having his 
face wrapped about with a napkin. 

I. First,, then, we have here the SLUMBER OP DEA.TH, in whieh all of us do lie 
bynatnre., Come with me now, Christian, to "the rock whence thou west hewn," 
to "the hole of the pit"-tothamiry clay-" whence thou wutdigged!" Come 
with me to the house of death; for there thy soul once lay, "dead in trespasses 
and aias." There are some in this world, we know, who utterly deny that the 
sinner is really dead in sins. I remember hearing a preacher some time ago 
assert, that though the Scriptures said that men were dead, it, means a meta• 
phoric·l death- that they were not really nnil actually dead, but. only me
taphorically so. Now, I always, like, when there is a metaphor to kL>ep to 
the metaphor. Some of the eminent doclors said in Rowland Hill's dnys that 
there were no such beings as angels-that they were only Oriental metaphors : 
"Very well," said Rowland Hill, "then when it is said that Jesn• Christ 
•poiled angels, he spoiled Oriental metaphors. Angels are Orient.Imel .,phors : 
then it was a company of Oriental metaphors that sang at the birth of Christ, 
• Glory to God in the highest.' Angels are Oriental metaphors: then it ,vas 
an Oriental metaphor that slew 185,000 of Sennacherib's army in a single 
night. Angele are Oriental metaphors: then it was an Oriental metaphor that 
appeared to Peter in prison, th11t l.,1oeked off his chains, and led him through 
the streets. Truly," said he, "wonderful things these Oriental metaphors are." 
We will try the same rule here. "You, bath he metaphorically quickened, who 
were metuphoricaily deed in tress passes and sins!" A line metaphorical Gospel 
thnt ill 1 Then ngnin : " To be carnally-minded, is metaphoricnl dcnth; 
but to be spiritunlly-minded, is metaphorical life and peace." Aud so 
language does not menn anything at all My frienc1;, it's oll nvnsonsc nbout 
melopl1-0rs. Men aro really dead in a spiritual sense. 

But I must tell Y?U in what this death consists. Now, there are different 
grodesof life: understand that to commence with. There is the life of a phrnt, 
which a stone does not pos.sess ; therefore, a stone is dead. 'fhere is the life of 
au animnl, which the plant rloes not posses•; ond if you were spenking of 
aniruol life you might describe the plant as dead. Then, ego.in, there is 
mental life; and since the animal has no mind, you might say that the 
animal is mentally deed. Then there is a grade beyond tho soulish life of a mnn 
-a spiritual life. To an ungodly man there nre only two parts-soul nnd 
borly ; to the Christinn there are three-body, soul, aud 1pirit; and ns a body 
without a eoul would be dead naturully, a man without a spirit, a 011111 who 
has ,not. had a spark struck off from tho greut orb of light culled God-is 
spmtually deod. NevertheltJBs, there arc some who osscrt thnt men who nro 
ungodly are spiritually alive. Come, •inner, if thou thinkest thus, I must 
argue with thee a little while. First of oil, if t.hou ort spirituully ali\'e, nnd 
<'anst do spiritual actions, the first thing I usk I hee is, "'hy dost not thou do 
them now? Some men say, they cnn repent and bclicrn when they like, uml do 
not.believe that to do this they need the power of the Spirit. Then, sir, if you can 
!1° it, ond do not do it, if any mon deserves to be damned it is you; and if there 
18 8 corner of the pit hotter than another, you Ot.ghl to be put there, on your own 

B 2 
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showing, _and do?med_to a tenfold damnation. But the next thing I have to sa.y t.o 
thee, 0 smner, 1s tins. Thou sayest, "I am not dead; I have spiritual life 
nnd can pray, and repent, and believe;" let me ask, hast thou tried to do it? 
Dost thou say "Yes ? " Well, then, I know thou wilt confess, unless thou 
,dlt lie before God, that thou hast found out thine inability. 'fhere never was 
a man yet who strol"e to pray sincerely before God but he felt something 
rel:'ressin~ his devotion. When he has come before God, under an agony of 
guilt, crymg out for n!ercy, he has felt at times as if he could not pray-as if 
he could not utter a smgle word. Have none of you known what it is to be in 
such a condition that you cannot pray, that you_ cannot believe, that you 
cannot repent; when you put your hand on your heart and say, " O heavens! 
my heart. is hard; I wish it would melt; I cannot break it;" when you would 
pray, do nofyou feel your heart is fur away, wandering in the world? The best 
method of proving a man's inability, is to set him about doing the thing. 
When !he young m~n sai~, "All these things have I kept from my youth," 
Jesus, JU St to try 1nm, said, " Sell all thou hast." Ah ! beloved, if we look 
back upon our own experience, when God brought us to himself, we strove 
with God, wrestled in prayer, pleaded with him; but we were taught, after all, 
that the power must come from God, for there. were certain times and seasons 
when we could no more l1ave prayed than we could have flown up to heaven
when we could no more have believed than we could have taken the moon in 
our hands. We could not grasp a promise; in vain every thought came 
before us -we could not g1·apple with a single temptation; we felt ourselves to 
he powerless, and lost, and dead. Sinner! I tell thee thou art dead, as to o.ll 
spiritual matter•, an<l dend thou ever wilt be, if.left to thyself; and thou co.net 
ll~t b_,- any means carry t h:,-self to heaven. The sovereign will and power of 
(h-1 a],-,i,, must quicke:i thee, or else thou canst do nothing except sin. 
Neither righteous acts nor coming to Je,me canst thou ever do of thyself. 

But methinks I hear some say, "If I cannot do anything, I will sit down 
where I am, and make myself content." What, man! wilt thou sit thyself 
down, when hell blazes before thee, when the pit is yawning at thy feet, when 
damnation stares thee in the face, when God is angry with thee, when thy sins 
are bellowing out to high h,•aven for condemno.tion? Wilt thou sit down? 
I tell thee, thou canst not, and durst not sit down. Sit down ? As well 
might a man sit on yonder house-top, when the flamee are rioting around 
him; as well might he float down the Rapids, to be at once dashed to pieces. 
Ah! if thou talkest about sitting down thou givest me the best proof in oil the 
world that thou art "dear! in trespasses and sins;" for if thou wort not dead 
thou wouldst be beginuing to cry out, "0 Got;!!_ quicken mo; 0 God! give me 
life! I know 1 hat I am dead; I feel that I can do nothing; but thou hast 
promised to do it all for me; though I am Iese than nothing thou h~st Orn· 
nipotence to give me life." Dost thou not see, man, thut- I am putt111g thee 
down that Christ may pick thee up? Dost thou not see that I um lnymg thee 
low, not to perish, not to be trampled on in the duet,, but rat]ll'r thnt, like a 
•1rn of wheat, thou niightest. fall into the ground and die, und afterwords be 
quickened and bring forth fruit ? For nothing can briug a man into n state of 
hfe so well as a feeling of dcul h ; and if I could get my hearers, one and ull, to 
recognise, acknowledge, and frel that they were in a state of spiritual death, and 
ulterly powerless, I eould then have hopes for them; for no man cun confess 
himself to be cleud, and yet sit down contentedly; he will cry out for grace, 
and a,k God lo deliver him from that deulh. 

Bul there is one thing I have yet to tell you, before I pass nway from t~s 
point ; urn! it is, that the ungodly man is something more thnn dc~d. Ho 1a 

like Lazarus lying in his lonib. You remember those homely wor<le winch Mort~o. 
used tc Jesus. They are translated into plain Saxon, and I dare say the Hebrew 1s 
4uite as expressive, "Lord, by this limn he slinkoth; for he huth been dca? fonr 
days." .A.y, b1·ethren, and thi• is the condition of every ungodly man. Ho IS not 
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only dead, but he is become positively corrupt in God's sight. There are so111e 
here, to whom I might point st this moment, who know what I mean when I 
sav they not only groan under e. sense of spiritual death, but feel themselves to 
bd a stench in their own nostrils, ond in God's also. I ask thee, poor convinced 
sinner, does there live or exist iu this world a greater nuisance than thyself? 
I know thou wilt say, "No: there may be filthy and abominable things; but 
I feel my~elf to be the most louthsome incarnation of filthiness that ever could 
have existed. I did not alwe.ys think myself to be so; but I do now. I feel 
that I am not simply dead and powerless ; but I feel offensive to myself, so 
that I wish I could run away from myself; and I feel offensive, moreover, to 
God-utterly obnoxious to Him." ,v ell, then, ifit is thy feeling, thou art brought 
low enough; for it is just when we begin to corrupt as the body of Lazal'UB 
dirl, and we, like Martha, are for giving everything up as hopeless, that Jesus 
Christ calls as he did then, "Lazarus, come forth." 

And now you see what I have made .i:ny congregation out to be. Some 
of you are alive-you have been quickened by God ; but as for the rest of you, 
I am standing in an immense catacomb to-night, aud all around me there ore 
dead persons-in the· gallery and down below-men ond women that are 
dead 

II. But now comes the wonder-working process-the VoICE OP LIFE. Jesus 
said, " Lazarus, come forth! " 

We commence, then, with this wonder-working process by saying, I-hat the 
work of life was an instantanous work with regard to Lazarus. There Joy 
Lazarus in the grove, dead and corrupt. Jesus said, "Lazarus, come forth!" 
·we do not read that a single moment elapsed between t-he time when Christ 
said the word, and when Lazarus came out of his gra'<C. It did not take 
the soul an instant to wing its way from Hades into the body of Lnzarus; 
nor did that body need any delay to become alive again. So, if the Lord speaks 
to a man, and quickens him to spiritual life, it is an instantaneous work. 
'.l.'here arc some of you standing thci·e, apparently alive ; hut you feel, you 
acknowledge, you confess, that you are dead. Well, if the Lord speaks to yott 
to-night, life will come into you in a moment, in one single instnnt. 'l'he 
power of grace is shown in this, that it converts a man instantly, and on the 
spot. It rloes not take hours to justify-justificntion is rlone in a moment.; it 
docs not take hours to regenerate-regeneration is done in a secoud. We are 
born, and we die, n,iturnlly, in inst,mts; nnd so it is with rognrrl to spiritu,tl 
denth and spiritual life; they occupy no period of time, but are done inslttntcr, 
whcnc,•cr Jcs11s speaks. Oh! if my Master to-night would cry, "Laznrus, 
come forth," them is not a Lnzurus hero-although covered with the •hroud 
of drunkenness, bound about with the belt of swcnring, or snrrounded with e. 
huge snrcophngue of evil hnbit and wickeducss-thut would not burot thnt 
sarcophagus, ancl come forth a living 01011. 

But mnrk: it was not the disciples that said, "Lnzarus, come forth," but 
Jesus. How often ha'l'c I striven In preach you, if possible, into life; but 
!hat could not, be done. I remember, when I hnve prench,•cl nt d1lforent times 
rn the countl'y, and sometimes here, that my whole soul has agonized over men, 
0 •ery nerve of my body hns been strained, and I could have wept my 
whole. body out of my eyes, and curried my whole frame awny in a flood of 
teu,·a, 1I I coul<l but win souls. On such occasions how we preach, us if we 
bud llll'U beforo us personully, anrl were clutching them, anrl bcggi,ig thum to 
come to Cl1rist. But with all that, I know I never made a soul alive y,•1, and 
rever shall; und I am perlectly conscious, thnt all the pleadings of nil tho 

11·mg n1ubassadors from God, will never induce a sinner to come to Josus, 
~nless Jesus c01n,.,s to that. einncr. Peter mighl huve cried for n long while, 
J Lazarus, come forth," before Lazarus woul,l hu,·e movod an incl1, ,o might 

ames ?r John; but when Jesus <locs it, it is ,lone lo tho purposo. Oh! docs 
not tlus lower the pri<lc of the miuietet·? \\"hat i~ hoi' He is n poor littlo. 
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trumpet throng!, which God blows, but nothing else. In vain do I scatter 
seed, it 1~ on God the ~ork de1:iends ; and all my brethren in the ministry might 
preach Lill they were blind, but they would hue no success unles3 the Spirit 
ettendcd t.he quickening word. But, poor soul, though the heurer cannot d.o 
it, and although the minister cannot do it, I want to persuade thee if I can 
to-night., that dead as ~ hou art, Jesus can SP«;ak thee t.o life. Let ~e sing!; 
out a character, for I hke to do that.. There 1s a man who soya, "I hove been 
living fifty years in sin, aud to-night I am worse than ever; my old habits 
bind me hand and foot, and I have no hope of being delivered." Now, if 
to-mght, my hearer, Je,ms says, "Lazarus, come forth;" you will come forth in 
an instant. Nay, but sayest thou, "I am corrupt." Ah! but Christ is 
mightier than thy corruption. Dost thou say," I am dead?" Nay, but Chri,t 
is "life." Dost thou say "I am bound hand and foot, and in o dungeon of 
darkness?" Nay, but Christ is a light in darkness, and He will disperse the 
gloom. Thou say est, perhaps, "I don't deserve it ;" but ~ esus _cares nothing 
for deserving. The dead corpse of Lazarus deserved nothmg; 1t was putrid 
and only deserved to have the stone against it for ever. "Roll away the stone,':. 
says Christ;" and oh, what noisomenesa issued thence!· And there may be 
some from whom Jesus Christ may have rolled away the stone to-night; and 
they may be standing at their own graves, and feeling themselves loathsome 
and off'ensi.-e. But. still, my hearer, offensive as thou art, Jesus cares not for 
thy merits, He asks no merit of t.hee; He will give thee bis merits. It is only 
for Him to say, "Come forth," and thou thyself wilt this night come forth 
from thy gram, and be made alive in Christ Jesus. Oh! may our God wake 
many dead souls that may be present, and bring them to life by his summons, 
"T,~z.:p·us, come forth!" 

Methinks I hear another pcl"S<'TI saying," Ah! but I am afraid, sir, that if 
I were to!,! to come forth, the de\"il would not let me; he has been oppressing 
JJ.u: .o long ; he bas been trying to keep me down, and make me lie still in my 
graYe; I feel that he is now sitting upon my breast, and weighing down 
all my hopes, and quenching all my love!" Ah! but let me tell thee, sinner, 
there is not one down in hell that is so mighty as Christ is in heaven. The evil 
one ia in His power; he has His chain on ; and if thou wilt but coll upon 
Him, if He hath given thee only a groan this night, He will cry unto thee 
" Come forth, and thou shalt live." 

I [I. But. now for the last I.bought, for a few momenta; and that is, the P ABTIA_L 
BoNDAGt:; that even when a soul is called by divine grace from death to life, yet_1t 
often wears its grave-clothes for a long while. Many of my dear friends areafm1d 
they are not converted, because they ure not like Mr. So-and-so, or l\lra. So-encl-so; 
they havenotsomuchfaith aud assurance,and do not know so much, ancl a number 
of other thi11gs; and they are afraid they are not alive. I have got a wor<l_ of 
comfort for them. The fact that Lazarus came forth in his grave-clothes, with 
a uapkin wrapped about his head-what does that teach lll1? Why, that mnny 
of us, thouah we are a1ive in Obrist, have got our graTe-clothea on, and our 
napkins abo7it our head. Now, I tell you what I think ·of my fri_ends t~o 
Arminians. I believe they are alive, many of them, but they havo their ut\pkrn 
•till about their bead ; they he ,·c not got quite free from trusting in works. Th~y 
used when dead to believe in salvation by works-they do not now, but still 
they hare some rerumnls of their napl1in hanging_about them; they_ have not 
yel gol it clean off; they have not yet come to believe that salvation 1s by so_ve· 
reign grace alone, but will have some little works mixed up with it. They thmk 
tLat if they are not holy all(l pious, and so on, God will cast them out of ~he 
covenant. Oh, if we could but tear the napkin off'! We will not quarrel w1_th 
tlwm-we will not be ungry with thorn; but wo think wo hear Jesus ~br:ist 
•:iy lo u,, "Loose them, aud let them go;" and wo will try oil tho wuys m our 
power by prcael,ing, to pull the 11upkin from their eyes, and let them •e~ "f~ce 
dcctiou k11own hv calling," full sulvution, matchless security, discrinunatmg 
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g,-ace, particul&rredemption, and all those things that make up the great strength 
of the Gospel of Jesus. But this is not the point I want to dwell on with you, 
because I think most of you may have got that napkin off your eyes. But when we 
Ii.rat come to life, bow many grave-clothes there are hanging about ns ! A man 
who has been a drunkard, even though he becomes a living child of God, will 
find his old habits clinging to him. I have known many drunkards give up their 
drunkenness, but when they have been going by a public-house they have 
thought that for the life of them they could not keep from going in ; and they 
have often well nigh gone astray, and their feet have almost slipped. And the 
wan who has been a swearer will confoss that there have been times when the vile 
words hove almost come from his lips-perhaps not quite-I hope not ; but there 
will be enough to show that he has some of his grave-clothes still banging a.bout 
him. And we hav!l known men who have iudulged in other kinds pf vices and 
sins-whenever an opportunity has presented itself, there has been the old feel
ing getting up, and saying "Let me do it-let me do it," and they have stri,en 
to keep it down., but they have hll,l'dly been strong enough; the grave-clothes"harn 
been about them still; and those grave-clothes will keep on very tight until the 
habit is quite broken off"; and I believe there is not a Christian living who has 
not some shreds of his grave-clothes remaining; and th11t until we lie down in 
the grave, we shall carry them about with us. Look at poor Paul! 'Who conld 
have been a- more holy man than be? And yet. he cried, "0 wretched man that 
I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this de,1th?" Let this comfort 
and cheer the man who has come to Christ, but who is yet striving against his 
corruption. Perhaps his unbelief says, "If you were a child of God, you 
wouid not have these wicked thoughts und inclinations!" But, let me nsk, do 
you hate those thoughts and inclinations? Then tell the devil next time thut he 
lies, for verily, this is not a sign that you are not his, but rather a sign that 
you ore; for if you were not a child of God, you would take these things easy; 
but since you are a. child or God, you strive against them. 

These wicked grave-clothes, they will be showing themselves sometimes ; 
nod we kno,v some who seem ns if they could not get rid of their old angry 
tempers llS long as they live. Their grave-clothes ba,•e been rent in shreds -by 
Divine grace ; they do not quite strap their arms up : but the shreds hnng 
about them still; and our brethren, even though converted, still seem inclined 
sometimes to be hot and fierce ; and we meet with instances now and then in 
tho church, of some brethren who cannot exactly curb_ themsrlves; they have 
got some of their grave-clothes still about them. Do not think I am speaking 
to_ exoneroto or excuse you; I am striving to comfort you. You may bo alive 
with these grave-clothes on, if you call them gruve-clothes, if you struggle 
against t-hem, and try to get them off; but if you like them, they nre not your 
grave-clothes, but your living clothes; you are doing the work of your fut her, 
nnd his port.ion ye shall have. If you feel your sins to be grove-clothes, and nre 
anxious to get rid of thorn, though you cnnnot conquer nil your sins and cor
ruption~, be not dismayed; trust in Christ; though the grave-clotliea yet h,rng 
about you, still trust his mercy and his grace ; for by and by Jesus Christ 
shull soy, "Loose him, and let him go." . 

Here we are loosed first from one bud habit and then from another. .A.II the 
while I live I feel I curry some of my grave-clothes about with me-the g11rmen t 
that_ encumbers me, and the sin that doth most ensily beset- me. But by nnd 
by (1t may only be to-morrow, it may be many years ; perhaps some of you will 
proy for me that it may be many years; but I don't know why we should 
wish it) but by and hy the time will come, and Christ will suy, "Loose hin,, 
one\ let him go." I Eee you lying on your bed; tho eye glnncing upwurd to 
heo_vcn; the pulses f'amt and few; the breath heaving heuvily; tho bo,ly de
cay1ng. Whnt does all this rnPun? \Vhy, it is I he undoing ot' the wirl's of 
the cage; ond in o little while, when sickness and pain have done their wo,·k 
Christ will sa_,,, " Loose him, ancl let him go." I remember hearing a broth .. ; 
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minister telling me of his pious sister's deat.h-bed. When she was very near 
dying, "Stay me up a moment," she said ; and they did. She then said-

" Oh! that the final word were given, 
Loos<- me, and let me rise t.o heaven, 

And wrap myself in God." 

In a moment or two she fell back. God had said, " Looee her, and let her go." 
Oh ! how our disembodied spirits will rejoice when God says "Loose them 
and let them go!" "" e are [ettered now; we shall be emancip~ted then. The~ 
our spmts shall ~y more rapidly than the Hashing lightning ; then shall they be 
wafted along, swifter than the gales of the North or the winds of the Sonth. 
'\Ve shall fly upwards to our God, and be free for ever from all that now dis
tresses us; for God shall have said, "Loose them, and let them go." 

And now a thought or two, dear hearer3, to finish up with, before God can ever 
say, "Loose him, and let him go," recollect you must have had life. And now I 
come to this last solemn inquiry, How manyofus in this place to-night have life? 
How f:equently it is the cas<", that we preach to our people with all our soul 
and might, and yet nobody takes it home to himself! .How often, my friends, 
h:rve I preached in vain, from the simple fact that the hearer has listened, and 
there has been no application of it to hie own soul! But, oh! I would not let 
you go, feeble as I am, and unable to say much to you, until I have tried 
to press this matter home upon your souls. My bearers, in a little while I, too, 
must stand before God's bar; and when I th-ink of it, it is enough to make me 
tremble; when I call to mind the tens and hundreds of thousand• unto whom 
I have ministered the word of the Gospel, and think, if there should on the 
last day be found one person who shall lay his damnation to my charge, how 
horrible and terrible must be my lot! If, after having preached to ot!lers, I 
should have been unfaithful, and should prove a castaway, what a thing that 
would be 1 In these days it is advertised that there is a sermon to be preached, 
and people rush off' to hear a sermon by a. popular preacher, or somebody that 
happens to be much talked about; but do you know what that man does 
when he preaches, and what you do when you hear? Are you aware that 
every time that man stands in the pulpit, if he is unfaithful, he subjeete hi1n• 
self to the wrath of God ? For He has said, " Woe unto you, ye shepherds 
that deal not faithfully with the flock." Do you not know, that if at last tbut 
ma,n who ·stands up to preaeh to the people, should mave been discovered to 
have preached false doctriTie, his doom mUBt be horrible in the edreme . 

.A.nd do you recolleot, that when you hear it ie not as if you go to hear a 
piay, or listen to a recital, you are listening to a man who professes to speak 
by God and for Gerl, and to epea.k for your good, and that his heart yearns 
over your salvation? Oh, it is solemn work to preaeh, Mid it should be solemn 
work to hear. For every preaching and every hearing the Lord will bring us 
to account in the last great day, when he shall judge the scerets of men by 
.Tesus Christ. Well, and what has r.he man t&iked of to-night? He baa told 
yon, first, that you are all dead ; and some of you will ,go away a~d la.ugh at 
it; but laugehin" at it wiU not make you alive. liie has told yon, m th.e next
place, that Chri;t can make you ali-,e, and you despise :that ,Ch~is.t; but mark, 

--vour despising him will not free you from co11dcmnntion elt the !ast great day. 
·• bas told you of the bands of denth that some of y@u a.r.e bound with, and 
yoa:are, perha[>!!, tempt~d to smile; but mark you this: if you never sorrow 
over 1the banrls or death here, you will have to wear elll'llking _fetters for ever. 
Did I speak of fiction wl1en I said that P I speak not of fiction, but a dread 
reality. There is sernewhere-God wots where it ie-a pince where ihe fire ?f 
Gd,enna shall torture bodies for ever, and where unutt.erable misery shall poin 
souls. .A.nd oh1 tremble, ye heavens, a.nd ~huke ye hills! 0 eanth, let thy 
solid rib• of brn•• shake, and let thy bowels be dissolved! It is a fuct, and 0 

fearful fact, tlrnt there is a hell. I know not where it is. My spirit longs not 
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to visit that dread region; but had it wing•, it might fly somewhere, flnd it 
would find n hell-not a picture, not a dream, but a positive hell ; and there 
arc souls there this night that are biting their bonds of iron, and shrieking out 
under inexpressible torture. And there are some of your friends and relations 
there perhaps-some whom you knew in the flesh-the man with whom you 
drained the wine-cups last, the harlot, the adulterer, the thief, and such like 
persons. There they are, in hell at this hour. Do you believe it? I do not 
think you do. But do you believe God's word? or are you hardy infidel~ and 
deny it? It is true, you say. Then are you so mad and irrational as to 
persevere in the road thither? 0, sirs, if there were some tremendous 
precipice, and I saw you approaching·hastily to it, would not I cry out to you, 
and say, "Stop! stop! stop! there is ruin before you?" and may I not to-night 
plead with you for yo1tr life, that you may be led to stop in your course of sin ; for 
"the wages of sin is death," while the "gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord," whom you are shunning, avoiding and grieving. Must 
I not plead with you? Shall you be going to hell blindfolded, and shall not one 
of your poor fellow creatures pull the bandage from your eyes? Shall he not 
cnll to you, witbout being thought mad or an enthusiast? Well, if I am mad 
in that respect, may I ever be so; and if that is to be an enthusiast, let none 
be sober. But if it is mad and enthusiastic to go to heaven, how much more 
so is it to go to hell! 0 Goel! show these poor souls what their portion in the 
flames must be, and tell them-for thy mercy's sake tell them-what snlvotion 
by Jesus Christ is. Do you ask me to tell you that before I finish. Do I hear 
you say, " Men and brethren, what must I do to be soved ?" I 1mswer, 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and be baptized, and thou shalt be snved; 
for it is written, "He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not," though he be baptized, "shall be damned." If you will t.rust 
in Jesus to-night, you shall be saved. It does not say such and such a person 
th11t believeth, but" he the.t believeth "-if he hos been a drunkard, a swearer, or 
what not-" he that believeth and is baptized." Mark how the two arc put 
together ; I dare not sunder what God has joined, nor dare I put one before 
the other-" he that believet,h e.nd is baptized shall be saved." Farewell, to 
you, my hearers, for this night ; I shall never meet some of you ognin in 
this world. Before another Sabbath dny is come, your corpse rnoy l,uve fed 
I\ grove. Which of us shall it be, on whom the hungry teeth of death shull 
feed, before another Subbath shall let its chimes be henrrl ? Oh I if thou art 
the m~, or if tho preacher is the doomed one, may it be fulfilled-

u Prepare me, Lord, for thy right hand; 
Then come the joyful day; 

Come deo.th, and some celestio.l band, 
To bear my soul awu.y." 

But nnother says, " I will not enter this chapel any more; I will never see 
that mnn ngain ; I will never agnin hear his voice.'' Good bye, mr friend ; I 
hope thou wilt hear somo one thut will be as fuithful to thee; and i thou find
est 11 mnn that loves thee more, or would suffer more for thy sake, go and heur 
him; God bless him to thy soul! :But one says," I will hear no moro of this 
mutter; it is cant; it is nonsense; I will not turn. Ah! my hearer, if I see 
thee, os I said, going to destruction, and thou knowest it not, it is none the 
less destruction because thou dost not see it. But another says, "This night 
I muat givo myself to Jesus; for I know I want life; I lio down, a deud corpse; 
0.nd though I ce.nnot move, I know that when lie passes by, He will give mo 
life. Go thou ! God has something for thee ; go and fall before him. Thon 
shnlt huve lifo bestowed upon thee; go and nccept it. For wherever there i11 
a '.' now," it, is of God. The lloly Ghost says, "To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice, l1a1·clen not your hearts.'' 
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THE JUDGE. 

BY THE REV. JAMES SMITH, CHBLTENIU,M, 

God i• the Judge," Pe. !nv, 7. 

THERE must be one supreme judge of what is right and wrong, and 
that judge is Jesus. He is qualified to judge, and He is appoinwd to 
sit in judgment on all the actions of men, and to reward every one 
according to his works. But it is not to the final judgment we are 
about to refer, but to the present. Many professors talk, or seem to 
feel, as if great mistakes were made, and therefore they justify them. 
selves in complaining. But Jesus is Judge of what is right, and what 
is best. His wisdom is infinite ; his knowledge comprehends the past, 
the present, and the future; his power is omnipotent; his mercy is 
from everlasting to everlasting, and is over all his works ; his love to 
his people passeth knowledge. This being the case, there can be no 
question but Jesus is the best Judge of what is right, and of what 
should be. He is the Judge. 

First, AS TO OUR PERSONs.-Some wish thP-y had mOTe strength, 
some that they had more health, some that they had more beauty, some 
one thing, some another. Some are too tall, and some not tall enough; 
some are erooked, or otherwise deformed, and are grieved that thPy 
are not straight or 'll""ell formed. But God is the Judge, and our for
mation, size, shape, apyearance, &c., are all according to his will; nnd 
if according to his wil, it must be best. Beware how ye sit in judg
ment on the wisdom of God, or think yourself capable of improving 
his plans. God is the Judge as to who should be born, their size, shape, 
appearance, and every other particular; therefore be silent before Him; 
he satisfied with your lot, and believe that bye and bye you will see a 
reason for what tries or troubles you at present. If you were humble, 
you would not be much affected by what man may think, or what man 
may say, but would bow before God, and say, "If I can honour Thee 
by being deformed, or destitute of beauty, or weak, or diseased, it is, 
enough; thy will be done, thy name be hallowed, thy glory be advanced, 
and I am content; more, I am pleased." 

Second, AS TO OUR crncuMsTANCEs.-God is the Judge. Whether 
to be rich or to be J?OOr; whether I am employer or employed; whether 
I am heaJthy or swk; whether I thrive or go to wreck, God is the 
Judge as to which is best--which ought to be. He is Judge as to the 
nature or number of my mercies, trials, troubles, comforts, crosses, 
losses, bereavements and varied changes. I cannot tell what would be 
best, what would really do me good .. I must bow to the _wisdom. of 
the All-wise, accept the appointments of Grace, and b~ sa~1sfied mth 
the arrangements of Infinite Love. If there was anythmg hke _ch11nc~, 
I might complain, or wish for an alteration; but as God exerc1~es !us 
jndgment, and has ordained my lot, it is for me to approve of it, and 
seek grace that I may honour Him in it. 

Thirdly, AS TO EVF.NTs.-Many things are sent to try us; and _t~ey 
try our judgmcnt, our faith, our fortitude, our patience, our hwmhty, 
and our pcrAeYcrance. How things may end we know not. Whnt 
certain proYidcnces are intended to produce, we arc not informed. Ilut 
we may rc8t aAsured of this-that God's ends will be accomplishe~l, 
his purposes will be performed, and the predictions of his \V ord will 
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be fulfilled. We may, therefore, very safely leave all results to God. 
The path of duty is plainly marked o·.:t. We should walk in that path, 
taking no tLought for the morrow. We should trust God's promises, 
walk by God's precepts, observe God's providences; and then we may 
say, "I have nothing to do with the future, for God is the Judge, He 
putteth down one, and setteth up another.'' 

Christian, are you tempted to complain of your lot ? Or, do you 
wish to choc,ae for yourself P 1:letter leave it, and try to believe that 
it is best to be as you are, and where you are. There is no doubt but 
you can glorify God where you are, more than anywhere else. You 
can do a:ll God wishes you to do, and be all God wishes you to be, 
where you are.-•~lt is not a change of circumstances, so much as a 
change of nature~that yon need. More grace, rather than more health, 
or wealth, or beauty. Depend upon it, God has made no mistake; and 
if you are not so finely formed, or so indulged with health, or so 
favoured with gifts as some are, it is all right, for God is the Judge, 
it is his doing, and "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" 
Defer to God's judgment, lie low before God•s throne, seek to be filled 
with God's Spirit, so will you be satisfied to have all things ruled by 
God's will. He doeth according to his will in heaven, and there is no 
complaint or repining there; and he -~oeth according to his will on 
earth, and there should be no dissatisfaction there. It is our pride 
that is the cause of all our dissatisfaction with God's allotments. We 
have too high an opinion of ourselves, and of our own judgments; and 
while this is the ca.se, we shall attempt to invade the rights of the 
Most High, or to dictate to the Supreme. Man-poor, vain man
would fain be judge ; he 'l'l"Ould take the throne of his Maker: 

u Soa.tch from his-hand the ba.lanc'e and the rod ; 
Rejudge b.is justioe, he the God of God." 

But who art thou that repliest against God P Sholl the thing formed 
say unto him that formed it, " Why hast thou made me thus P'' God is 
the Judge; therefore be silent all the earth before the Lord,. 

Nov. 2, 1855-

THE PRECIOUSNESS OF TIME. 

BY TIIE BEV. W. P. BALFERN, OF BOW. 

"Redeeming the tirue."-Eph. v. 16. 

THAT time is unspenkably precious, an<l that we are responsible for the use wo 
1~•ke of it, all Christ-inns will admit. 'fbe .Apostle intimutes the high estim11-
hon he put upon it in the above language. "Redeem the time," he soys . 
.A.lus ! nlns ! much of the precious moterial has been lost ; but, brethren, buy 
a, much of it bar.k as you c11n, seize the precious moments as they fl_y, grasp 
them, put thom under tribute, devote them to spiritual purposes. '!'hey are 
hustenmg away; they will soon be gone. Oh, consider how many of them 
you h,i.e already lost; prize what remains. You now profess, nmong other 
th1:·gs, thnt God hns tought you the value of time; let it appear; let men see 
;r; 1_nnke men feel it; they view their time os their own-you view it us be
ong111~ to God ; let it appear; let the dill'crence bo seon. ',Vhatsoever you 
lllay lose ,of other things, it may be regained; but this, once lost, is lost l'or 
e;er. It 1s _more vnluable than gol<l, more priceless than rubies ; while yet, 
~I _we nllow 1t to escape us, it never returns. In proportion to tho value of 11 

ifung we may have lo•t, in that proportion are wo anxious to get it bnck; 11ml 
ful;'e cannot get the whole, we eagerly seize what we cnn reach. \Vhn can 

Y tell the value of time? Can the lost in hell? the saved in heaven ? No. 
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t.hat our faith should be strong and 11ctive ! To encourage and increase it, or 
t,o wake faith in G-od habitual, everything has been done that c,m be done. A 
p.'ricclly suit.able object haa been provided iu t.l1e person, offices, and work of 
Christ; the fullest warrant, and freest invitation• are given, the Holy .3pu-it is 
promised to all who seek that "good gift," and numbers of instances are left 
upon record to prove that great sinners have become happy believers. How 
e:icouraging are the following gracious words : "These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of t-he Son of God, that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the only begotten 
Son of God." "Be not then faithless but believing." Cry earnestly, "Lord 
iucrcase .my faith," "work in me all the good pleasure of thy goodness, and 
the work of fait.h with power;" so 8hall you prove that "the Lord giveth 
power to the faint, even power to take home to your own heart, the soul-reviving 
thought, I have tr11sted alone to tke Saviour for salvation, and ke hath saved 
me. 

How important is the act of believing; seeing that without fuith there is no 
salvation. \Ve have already put the question, "What is the soul worth?" let 
us now ask, " Wlwt is faith l Faith is a right state <if heart towards God 
and eternal things. It is so to believe what God says, as to be influenced by, 
and led to act upon the same. 'l'o all who believe, three words stand out in 
bold relief, and the subjects to which they refer are regarded by them as of 
greater importance than all thingij beside. These words are the sour., SIN, aad 
SALVATION. The believer bas been taught. the value of the soul, the evil of 
sin, and the gwry of salvation. Faith makes the soul tremble at sin, tru.st in 
the Saviour, and triumph in salvation. The faith which thus through the energy 
of the Holy Spirit brings the soul to Christ, and unites it to Him, shews its 
heavenly ancestry, aud holy tendencies, by taking the tinsel otf from earthly 
things, and showing them in their native insignificance; by enriching the soul 
with the treasures of the world above, and by aiming at and hoping for perfect 
salration. The believing soul groans under the diseases which cleave to it, 
and thirsts for rerfect health, even complete purity. Such an one pa.nts for 
fresh victories, and larger possessions, and the God of salvation owns and 
honours the claims of faith, and is glorified by its actings. 

Faith which is so necessary and useful now, will be greatly honowred in the day 
of God. Then how mean and miserable will the sensualist, the rationalist, 
and all who despised a life of faith appear; while the believer will be highly 
honoured, and truly happy. "Here, (the exulting saints will then say, as they 
point to their glorious inheritance) here is the world, t be exi•tence of whi~b 
we believed ; this is tho crown for which we hoped, and these are the joys for 
which we panted. How many foolishly derided our hopes; but all is come to 
pass, we are saved, and saved to_ the uttermost. We did not fo)low cunni~gly 
devised fables, every word on whwh we ~eeted has brought forth 1te approprmto 
blessi1w. God is true, and we who believed are saved eternolly. In time we 
were s.:'ved by hope, now we hnve the frui~ion of all we hoped for." . 

] n conclusion, we may learn who ,t 1s that neglects the soul. It 1s tbo 
un.ielie~er. If God's message of mercy is not received-if the salvotwu 
wrought out by the Saviour is not rested on, then the soul i~ ncgleotecl. You 
who are thus acting nre starving the soul. You are mocking it with shadows 
instead of giving it food. Yon are ruiuing i~. Slowly, but surely, you nre 
n1U1·,kring your own soul. Do you want food for the B?ttl, treasures for 
eternity, lil'e beyond death? behold them ull fully revealed m the Gospel, und 
frL"ely iiruclaim~d to you, without money uud without. price. 'l'he ouly real 
way of caring for the soul is believing on the Lord Jesuo Christ. Render, try 
to realize deeply and personally this eolemu fact: I must be a believet· in the 
Lord Jesus C!,risl, or wse my soul. 

1',,,,/ico, Nov. 5. 
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THE PHARISEE'S VISIT TO JESUS, AND WHAT CAME OF IT. 

BY MB, RAYMOND BEAZLEY. 

"The same came to Jesus by ni gbt,'" J oHlf iii. 2. 

THAT is, Nicodemus, "a man of the Pharisees," came to Jesus. What 
strange characters have at different times come to Jesus, and that when they 
could go no where else ! 

How this may be illustrated: First, in the case of tkia man. The Pharisees 
frequently came to Jesus ; they intruded too frequently upon his notice; they 
put tLemselves purposely and oft'ensively in his way; but it was not to sym· 
pathize with hi11;1--not that he might inst,uct them, ~ut that they mig~t obstruct 
him. They cavilled, they hated, they persecuted hrm; they were bis 11,rnwed 
and intense enemies, bitter and unceasing was their animosity. But " this 
man," Nicodemus, came to be taught; and he had to submit to a trying ordeal, 
he had Lo learn as a little child. His Pharisaical exactness ond dry formalism 
were naught; to be repudiated and abandoned; he had all to lay aside. His 
riches and his learning, his standing, experience, and influence, all went for 
nol-hing with Christ; before his piercing glance end rightll,ons estimate Nico• 
clemus was divested of all distinctions, and regerded as a man and a si1111er. 
But the Lord was as ready to teach him as he was the woman of Samaria: and 
it is beautiful to observe how in each case tbo lesson was adapted to the state 
and condition of the character taught. Nicodemus had at the outset expressed 
his conliclence in the Teacher-" ·\,Ye know that 1-hou art a teacher come from 
God :" well, this was much for a Pharisee to admit, and withol a most pleasing 
and hopeful sign. It is a great mal ter for a scholar to have confidence in bis 
teacher; Christ., -therefore, had not to defend his own claims on this occasion, 
but to proceed at once with his lesson of instruotion. He did so, without 
prefuce or apology; and what a lesson! and for a Pharisee! 'l'ruly Christ 
sought his profit rather tho.n his approval ; yet if Nicodemus were profited, his 
approval was secured. 

He" camo to Jesus bY. night;" and wherefore by night? was he afraid or 
ashomed to come by day? had he not courage enough to bear the taunts nnd 
revilings of his pllrty ? was he dreading excommunication? or did he select 
the quiet hour, oftcr the bustle and stir of the day hod ceosed, os more suitable 
for his purpose? Let us judge chnritably, and hope the best of this inquiror; 
there might ho\'"e beon other motives weighing in his awokening mind besides 
those usually imputed. And where did he find Christ? woa it at soml' humble 
nnd obscure lodging, some retired end unfrequented spot? did he fiud him 
nlone, housed in some unpretending dwelling? Possibly so; nnrl how engaged? 
\Vus ho poring o,er somo of the sacred r,•cords r wos he luki11g his evening 
meol? was ho 011',•riug his evening prnyer, uf'tcr the rniruC'il's 1111<1 mercies 
wrotwht un<l scnfterccl by him duri11g the duy r \\'hero found, und how en
gaged, we may not l.uow ; but this we know-the ru,m or tho l'hnrisces wus 
not rebuked us iin intruder-no; sinners mny come at nny time to Ch,·ist .. 

Nicockruus rame; he wos uot driven nor dragged, but he cnmo; mid still 
Christ says, "Him thut cometh I will in nowi,e cast out." Christ comploiucd 
not tbut people come unto him, but that they did not como. 

But this "man of the Pharisees" come og11in; ho who camo by night, 
lh0 )•gh ateolthily 11nd in the shrouding dnrkness, sholl arquiro a couroge oncl a 
clormg, that eventually he shall come by doy, and beforo crowds; for the 
11 

secret chamber" leads to the" housetop." If a man sit. at tho feet of ,Jesus 

l
".')d learn of him, he shall presently proclaim his lesson, either by his lip or his 
ile, to the world. And wcro he lo be silent, the stones would rebuke him: 

"
1 
I believe, und therefore hove spoken," said one-" JVe ulso believe, und 

t •ereforo speak." 
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The Pharisees and chief priests sent officers to take Christ, and they returned 
without him. " Why have you not brought him?" was the frowning interro
gation. They replied, "Never man spake like this man." "What! are ye also 
deccirnd? have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him? But 
this people, who knoweth not the law, are cursed." There among the Pharisees 
sat Nicodemus-the" same that came t.o Jesus by night;" he was one of them 
And now he may say a word for Christ, and he does eo; yes, nobly does the 
Pharisee speak up and speak out. Ah, he remembered the nightly visit the 
interview, and the lesson; he remembered the kind and faithful 'l'eache; his 
affability and his patience; and as he heard the question put in open c~urt 
" Have any of the Pharisees believed on him?" he could not remain silent; so' 
rising from his seat and gaining audience, he inquired," Doth our lawjudg; 
any man before it hear him and know what he doeth l" Thanks to thee, thou 
man of the Pharisees, for this word for truth and justice against clamour and 
cruelty! Thy colleagues are confounded, the proceedings abruptly terminate, 
11nd every man makes the best of his way home! Truly, if we were disposed at 
one time to regret thy timidity, we cannot but now admire t-hy wise and timely 
courage. 

But we pass on, as the events successively disclose themselves ; we shall 
meet the Pharisee again. The Crucifixion draws nigh, and the t~rrible tragedy 
of Gethsemane and Calvary is about to take place. The Son of God pours 
forth his blood and life, He "becomes obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross." His disciples forsake him. They who were first to pledge un
swerving adherence and fidelity are first to flee! 'fhe beloved disciple goes to 
his "own home," and they who tenderly sympathised with t.he beloved sufferer 
stand "afar off." The ninth hour arrives, and the Son of God expires; the 
multitudes gathered to behold "that sight" draw oft' and disperse, and the 
evening is approaching. The bodies of the crucified may not hang unLil the 
following day ; what shall be done with that of Christ, all pierced and mangled 
by spear and thorn? What? why here is a disciple, that no one knew as 
such-one who, while Christ lived, was too timid openly to own his discipleship, 
but now can boldly adventure into the presence of Pilate, and beg the body of 
J ems. He has a tomb already hewn and prepared; and, as the great work is 
"finished," no more of injury and insult shall be offered to the precious remains. 
And h,•re is anotlter disciple-a" man of the Pharisees,"-bc also will avow, 
in the time of necessity, his discipleship. He has brought myrrh and aloes in 

abundance, and these two (secret disciples hitherto) ehall piously und utten
tively discharge the last sad offices; and the foitbful services rendered to tho 
bo,ly of our Saviour by Joseph of .Arimathea, and the man of the I>i1urisces, 
shall be written for a memorial for all generations. 

l\'ov. 6, 1855. 

BIBLICAL ORITI CIS MS. 

DY MII, JOHN l!'REEMAN. 

No. III.···THE IMPORT OF THE TERM "MESSIAH." 

"Trrn MESSIAH," in Ilebrew phra
seology "the MESSIAS," which ex
hiliils Hebrew in a Greek dreas, and 
"the CHRIST" in real Greek, are 
phrases signifying "the ANOlN'l'
.ElJ." In relercuce, therefore, to an 
anomting or a rncssiohship with 011, 

])avid, in 1 Sam. xxiv. 6, twiec culls 
Duul 1

' il1e Loi-<l's u11oiulc<l," though 

afterwards Dnvid says in 2 Somnel 
i. 21 "'!'here (in Gilbun) the shield of 
the mighly wos thrown owny, the 
shield of Suul, oa though he hud not 
had any messiahship with oil." 

'fhot the term oil, however, as G 

figurot.ive expression, is significont ?.f 
the Divin,, Spirit, is shown in J ohu 11• 

20, where wo virlunlly rcud, "ye h~ve 
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an ll.noint.ing from the Holy Spirit, end 
know all things." 'l'here is, moreover, 
one in human form thus addressed in 
Ps, xiv. 7, "0 God, t.hy God hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy associates." 

Thus, on the one hand, every one 
whose body is a temple of the Holy 
Ghost is, as to his inner man, an 
anointed one, while, on the other hand, 
He in whom dwelleth all the fulRess 
of the Godhead bodily is THE 
ANOINTED. Though, however, at 
the time of the Saviour's birth, the 
Holy Spirit revealed him to Simeon 
as "the Lord's .Anointed," yet the 
Saviour's Godhead and his human 
nature then appeared more remotely 
associated than they were thirty years 
afterwards. This arrangement gave 
scope for the diverse parts of his 
human nature to develope themselves, 
and thus we read, in Luke ii. 52, 
"Jesus advanced in wisdom and 
stature." 

Thus, though Jesus had actually 
been the Messiah, the Christ, or the 
Anointed from his birth, he did not 
obviously become so till when, imme
diately after his baptism, the ·Holy 
Spirit descended on him in a bodily 
form like II dove. This anointing was 
to the prophetical office, for the 
Ba,·iour, soon after the aforesaid de
scent of the Holy Spirit upon him, 
rend and _applied to himself this 
lnngunge, foun,l in Is. h.i. 1, l! : "The 
Spi1·it of t-he Lord is upon me, inas
much us he hnth • anointed me to 
publish glnd tidi1_1gs to tl.io poor ; he 
hoth comwissionetl me to heol tho 

broken-hearted, to announce liberty to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to release the oppre~sed, to 
proclaim the year of acceptance with 
the Lord." 

Again, the hostile attitude of Herod 
and Pontius P1late is represented as 
against the Divine Father, and against 
his Anointed, the Divine Son. Thus 
the Holy Spirit, 11 third Divine per
sonage, con,tituted, by his descent on 
the Saviour at the Jordan, the anoint
ing referred to in Ps. ii. 2, where we 
read, "Potentates of the earth rise 
up in hostility ; yea, rulers combine 
against Jehovah and against his 
Anointed." 

Moreover, that the anointing which 
so obviously constituted Jesus the 
Messiah was his receiving the Holy 
Ghost in the plenitude already de
scribed, may be learned from the 
language of Peter, who says, in Acts 
x. 38, "How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power." 

Thus, while the name Jehovah ap
plies to Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, 
the phrase " the Messiah," meaning 
"the Anointed," is applicable exclu
sively to God's Son, who now, as 
" Lord of all" in his mediatorinl 
kingdom, hos tnken the book out of 
the Futher's bonds according to Rev. 
v. 7, and ·is Cttrrying into clfoct oil 
thot is written therein. Let us then 
honour the Son as we honout· the 
Futher, and esteem it our greatest 
wisdom to love him, and keep his 
commamlments. 

Maryla11d Poilll, Strnifoi·d, Esse.r. 

GERMS OF THOUGHT. 

From the " Cl,ristia,.'s Pem,y Almana,·k for 1856." 

.If •ve suffer, we shall also reign 
bntl, l,im, 2'im. ii. 12. - Cheer up 
chever, tho robe of your glory js 

wconng, the crown, of your glory is 
muultlmg the laurel of your victory 
is gr_owing, untl soon shall be worn by 
Y_ou Ill tl.iut blessed world where Christ 
sils on I 1 . 
11 ' ' oves to delight outl honour 

108

1
° who hove honoured hi.Ju upon 

cu1·t 1, 

To be spirituall!J minded is life• 
Rom. viii. 6.-As .ain is weukness, so 
holiness is s,trenglh; os cnrnnlity 
impnirs, so spirituuli1y invigorates; 
the one deadens, tho other vivifies; 
close dculing with essential )iii.•, 
increases Lhe life ofspirilnnlity. Thero 
is life in prayer, life in the word, lifo 
in ~rtlinonces, lifo in the c1,joyment 
of vitul religion, wb,ich tnmsmits tho 
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thrill of its deep pulsations throu;;h
·out the whole soul. 

It is good for me that I kave been 
atJucted, Ps. cxix. 71.-Sanctified af
tliction crucifies the world, mortifies 
sii,, quickeus prayer, extracts the 
balmy sweets of the promises, endears 
the Sa.-iour: and, to crown all, it 
directs t.he mind to that glorious state 
where ihe days of our mourning shall 
be ended. 

Nor faint token tkou art rebuked 
of Him, Heb. xii. 5. -We may overrate 
our afilictions when they absorb us in 
grief, unfit us for duty, keep us from 
walking in the path God has marked 
out for us, hold us back from prayer, 
mid from the means of grace. When 
they lead us to think hardly of God, 
then we overrate God's chastisements, 
and prevent the good they were so 
kindly sent to produce in ua. 

He restoretk m!I soul, Ps. xxiii. 3.
There are false attractions which lure 

the affections from God, and deaden 
the spirituality of the mind; let God 
remove these false attractions-let the 
eternal Spirit apply with his owu 
quickening power some precious truth 
to the heart, and the wayward tremu
lous needle returns to its centre, and 
the heart is again fixed on God, its 
exceeding joy. Oh, how holy and 
precious are these restorings. 

I delight in tke law of God after 
tke inward man, Rom. vii. 22.
" Oh, my Lord!" the Christian ex
claims, "my holiness is in submission 
to thy authority, my happiness flows 
from doing anrl suffering thy will; 
I rejoice that the sceptre is in thy 
hands, and I desire that the thoughts 
of my mind, and I he affections of my 
heart, may be brought into perfect 
obedience to thyself. Be my soul thy 
kingdom, be my heart thy throne, end 
let grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life." 

The Christian's Peony Almanack is the cheapest and the best of lhe annuals, it contains 
(besides a mass of general and statistical information) THREE HUNDRED AND SlXTY
FIVE DAILY PORTIONS similar to lhe above. By the Rnvs. J. A. JAMBS of Dirmingbam, 
and OcTAVIUB WINSLOW, D.D. And all for ONB PENNY. We need hardly say more, Lo 
indll.ce all our re.ad.era to procure it for themselves. 

OUR FATHER. 
Oua Falber, look on ns e.nd emile; we wait to feel thy Jove, 
For our spirits are BO earth-bound, that they cannot soar above; 
Stretch forth thy powerful band, and draw us very near to thee, 
Enfold us in thy kinrl embrace, t.hat we may happy be, 
Our FR.tber, till thy children shall from all their wanderings ceue, 
0 guide and guard our footsteps in the pleasant palhe o( peace 
Rpee.k to us of the glorious home-I be mansions of the blest, 
Where the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest. 
Our Father, storms are raging, let ue in thy shadow hide, 
0 Jet not danger harm thy own, who in thy Jove con8d~1 

Beneath the droppings of thy lo'ie, we would for ever lae1 

Drink in the music of thy voice, uud Abba FR-lber cry. 
Our Father, lead ue gently~n, bid our grieve~ h<"nrt.B ~e still, 
Let all our wisbee eud desires be swe.llowed w tb_v will, 
And met'ien ustnjuin the hostofRHV<"rl 00C'ti al,_,,ve, 
'\\:ho evnmore u<luring si11g, frC'e gruc,, and dymg lo,·e. 

FaY'11iu9Ju.rn,, Nov. 20. 

DENOMIN.A'f!ONAL 
MINISTERIAL CHANORB. 

.AT1i2Jqdon.-1'be Rev. S. Edgur, from K.im
Lolt-00, Hun1.s. 

lJ!Jflwni, Hirnt•.-Mr. F. Med~alf bu.s oo
<'"'pted an in,•ila1i(m to the paetorate. 

CJief•ea, Paradise u·atk.-l'he Uev. T. J. 
Cole bas resigned the pel-ilorate of the 
Bttptist Chunh, u.nd finii,hee his services 
tbe firnt Ba.LLuth in J ,rnwiry. 

lJorH:r .-80.lem-<.-hupel, the l<ev. A. Pitt from 
Upt1m-on-Seycrn. 

J'en,ln-olre Dock, lJt0ul.-The Rev. ,v. D. 
l3liH:-, of Kint,.:1on, llea-cfordt-hil'e, hae ac
cept1•<l the im·itation to the pastoru.le. 

Rcadiilg.-Thc H1•v. J. Aldi~, of MHZC Pond 

t~;u~~ct-fl:dc1~~~ct
1
:~

1
h~~:

1
~ 11;~11~

1
fnl~~l!d ) 

M.A. lluair. 

INTELLIGENCE. 
bolilin~ a vu.le,lictory service, 0.11d pr~· 
Be111i11g Mr. A. wit!1 a. lestimuniu.l oft.l1mr 
a.ffect ion ate eel <>em. . 

St. Petlteri11g, Cornu,all.-The Hev. 1'. \Vil· 
liums has tlCCt>pted llw invi1u1ion _to 1he 
}.lRetorat.e of the lloplist Cburoh m that 
plu,,e. 

NEW CHAPELS. 

Lincoln.-On Monday, Ort. 14, the Dapti•J 
chupel, Mint Lane, Lincoln, ~'l'UB re-open\ 
for Divine worsbip uftcr enlari,:-t>nu.nt_ ' 
wh("u tbn•o sermon~ were pr<'acheJ i in 
the rur)rning n,nd ev4Juini{ Ly Lho UC"V, R, 
Drewer of Lcwds and in the ul'ternooo by 
th<" HP/ - l\lt>1c~lf,! ( [rid.} Ou Mn_ndR,Y 11 
social teu. moet.iua w,,s llt911, llL wlncli 1.1p• 
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words of 6 )0 persons eat down to tea ; after 
which the Rev. R. Brewer made an excel
lent speech. 

I,on,Jun, King•gate-,treet, Holl,orn (late 
Eagu-streei, Oct. ?A. -The foundation 
etone of a new Baptist chapel W&9 lai~ by 
Sir S. M. Peto, Bart. The proceedmgs 
were commenced by prayer I offered by 
the Rev. O.Woollacott, Dr. Wills, and Rev. 
W. Brock; after which.the Rev, W. Brock 
delivered an eloqueDt address. The Rev. 
F. Wills (pastor) read a record of the 
chapel from its commencement ; Sir 8. M.. 
Peto then addres!led the assembly, and 
the eenice concluded with prayer and 
the benediction. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
Lee, High Road, Kent, Nov .14.-0f the Rev. 

H. Marten, B.A., •• pastor of the newly 
formed Baptist Church. The Rev. Joshua 
Russell of Greenwich, read the Scriptures 
and prayed. Dr. Steane, who presided, 
stated the purpose of the meeting. Mr. 
Beosoo, one or the deacons, related some 

:/:~=~~~:er~~sd cl{~~~~~tt~1.~n:1t~ 
deacon, read the covenant ofthe Church, 
afrer which Mr. Marten ascended the 
pulpit, and assigned bis reasons for leav .. 
mg bis former charge at Abingdon, 

~:!t!
0
~f ~i9e C~~~~~a!~ L::. t~e ,::: 

W, Brock, or Bloomobury chapel, offered 
the reco2nition prayer. Dr. Angus de• -
livered an address on the relation in which 
the Church stand• to the Pastor ; the Rev. 
B. Green showed the relation of the Pastor 
to the Church. The Revs. W. Luoy, of 
Greenwich ; W. Baker, Lewisham ;---Jack .. 
aoo, Eltbam, and Dr. Steane, took part iu 
the de,·olional e:iercises. 

We1tb1try, Wilts. Oct. 23.-Of the Rev. J. 
Hurle9tone, as J>BStor of the Baptist 
Church, assembhng iu Pentbro(> chapel. 
The charge to the pastor was dehvered by 
the Rev. T. Winter, of Bri"tol, and the 
Rev,J, Grigg, A.M.,addres•ed tbeChnrch 
and tho cougroga.tion; after which 300 
penoos eat down to tea. In the eveining 

hl~~~c R~:_et~~g\~r!t!:~d, At:~t~i!~!;·:r 
t~e history of the Cburcb and of the reli
gious experience of the newly-recognised 
pastor, u.nd other interei1ting t1dd.rcsses 
,,...,re deliverc,d. The Rev. Messn. Shon .. 
ni1~1?1 Anderson, Ilow, -- W11tsoo, and 
Chfte1 minii11era or tho town 11.od oei~h• 
bou~hood, Look part in tbeae interestmg 
BMv1ces. 

l1/i,.9to11, Croaa St. C/iap•l. O,t. 21.-Of the 
Rev. Alfred C. Thomas, late of Edin
burgh, ns Pnstor in that place. A<ldrea9es 
Wero delivered by the Rev. Messrs. 
Allon, Edwo.rde, Ko.tterne, and Dr. 
Angus. The devotionnl e1.ercises were 
conducted hy the Rov. Meaara. White, 
Wallace, 1.'homas, and Hellier. 

Lambeth, Rege1tt Slreet, Nov. 6.-Of the 
Rev. J. H o.rcourt 1 "·hen nearly 400 persons 
eat down to tea. At si1. o'clock the eervico 
ch~rnenced, lbe chapel beini: I\Jl•d; the 
~h 111r was ta.ken by J. 81itf', Rsq .• one of 
Ge rleacons: after prnycr by the Rev. 8. 

reen. Tiu• Chairman then j?IIVc> n brief 
statement of the leudiogs of l'rovideuce, I 

which led to 1he connection recently formE>d 
between the pastor and the people; fol- • 
lowed by a ~imiJa.retatPmentfrom the Re,-. 
J. Barcoart. The chRrge w11s delivered 
by the Rev. J. Aid is, of Maze Pond, and 
the Nev. W. Howie,son, of Walworth, 
addresoed the Chnrch. The Rev. J. ·J. 
Davies, of Luton, spoke on II the Obliga.~ 
tions a Church owes to a new Pastor." The 
Hev. J. Hart, of Hou~hton, Hunts, 
followed on II the best means of sustaining 
respect to the pasrur and to escb otbC'r 
in a Christian Church." Potto Brown, 
Esq. 1 of Hoagbton, Hunt!J, spoke on" the 
a.dvantages of Poiot end Simplicity in 
preaching the GospC"l, Rnd of the Duty of 
Church Membere to aid their Minister ;H 

the Rev. J. Burton, ol St. lores, Hnnts, 
spoke on "the Oblig-ations of the Church 
to seek the Evengelization of the densely 
populated neighbourhood,&:c." The Revels. 
W. Leask, of' Kensington, and R. Robin
son, of Lembet.b, gave short fraternal ad
dresses. The lat.ter concluded with prayer. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
Neu, Park Street Chapel Day Sclool, and JfiJ~ 

aionHall.-Thee.lfort contemplated by the 
excursion of Mr. Spurgeon':,,1 friends to Ro .. 
eberville,in Au,::ust last, having pro'l"'ed sue .. 
oessful, large premisee in Guildford-street 
have been obtained end fitted up for these 
purposes. A public le11. meetint: was held, 
Nov. 9; the Rev. C. H. Spurgon presiding. 
After partaking of lel\ refreshments, 11 
crowded audience assembled in New Park .. 
street ohRpel, when addresses were deli .. 
vered by the Rev. A. Flt•tcher, D.D.; the 
Rev. T. J .Cole, Mr. Tottle0eld, nnd Joseph 
Payne, Esq., the philaothropic harrister, 
whu made the folluwin~ chu.rL1cterislic re .. 
ference to the vacsncy in the represente. .. 
tion oftbe borough of Southwark. It had 
caused much tulk, aud the que~t.ion wus 
who should succeed to the honour11.ble 
position of M.P.? He thought their 
Chairman (Mr. Spnrgeon) wns no ll!P. 
already, for he was 11, Mn.n of Principle, 
MIWe on Purpose to Move the People; 
a Magnillcent Preacher, Mu.rvel/ously Pa .. 
tif>ut and Mightily Pdr!l.everin~. He spoke 
of four kinds of pren.chers- the freezin~, 
tbo teazing, the plensing e.n1i the ~qut>ez
iug. The speaker neJ.t remarked thnt 
there were lour cnuses, and four ell'ccta 
connected with tha.t mt"er.inl,?. '11ho four 
causes were juvenility, cn.pahility, t'crsn.ti
lity1 and truo humility-which had pro .. 
ducod theso four effects: I\ stirring cnll, 
an opening hall, a socin.l ~r~eting 1 o.ntl n 
glorious meeting. 

Pc.mlton, Somer11et, Sept. 20.-The Baptist 
Church held a bi-centenary service. Tn 
the e.lternoon, after rending the Sc:rip
tures, and prayer by tho Uev. J. Joplin, 
of Keynsham; the Rev.1!-.,. lloeworlh, A.M., 
of Bristol, deli't'erNl an interes1ing dis
course on our early denominntionul his
tory, to tho year lt:J55. In the evening, 
afler prayer otli.•red hy G. C. Ash-mend, 
csq., of Bristol, ll,.(hlresses wore <h-li
-rered by the Chairmnn, J. llril,!'J,:, Esq., 
of Radford Hou~o; tlw Ht•v. D. \Vn.~iwll, 
of Bath; - llRvies, of \V1•1l:-1 1 Nellle
Fihip {ln<l.) and Such (\\'esleytt.n) ,ul
dreeeed the meeti11g. The p.~:stor, tbo 
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ReT". H. \V. Stembridge, in giving a his
tory of the Church during the past 200 
years, stated tha.t. eleven pastors had pre
sided over it. The pastorales of the first 
fonr extended Ol'er a period of 143 years. 
3;9 ha•e been added by baptism; the 
Church numbers a.t present 128 members. 

Edgeware Road, llem Ckurch. Street.-On 
Lord's day, Oct. 28, Jubilee services 
were commenced; when the Pa.stor, the 
Rev. Jabez Burns, D.D., preBCbed two 

~~U«:t7~:~ ~re::~~
0:r;:1&:t!~~:~c~~:r:} 

the debt upon the chapel. On thefollow
inge'f'enin~ a Public Meeting wa.s held in 
Portman Hall, which was filled to over
flowing although it poured with rain the 
wboll:' of the evening; upwards of 400 
persons partook of tea refreshments, 
after ~hich, the friends e.djonmed to 
the chapel, when an interestmg service 
was held, presided over by Dr. Burns, 
upon the motion of Mr. Balfour, the 
senior officer of the church, it wu.s Un• 
e.nimously resolved to preseut the amount 
of the collection, over the claim of the 
chapel debt, to their Pastor. Addressee 
were delivered by Messrs. Wilson, Boane, 
Merry, and Robinson. The Rev. W. A. 
Ble,ke, of Sbouldham Street, put the re
solution to the Meeting, expressin,: hie 
~eat se.tisfa.ction and delight in it, and in 
t e interestin\rp~ett:J~ of the evening. 

A.berd~e, Sep. 8.-Two in the River Cynnon, 
and Sept. 23, ei.i, by Mr. Price. 

Banbu.-y, Oct. 3.-1'1ve by Mr. Henderson. 
Bedford, Mill-street, Sept. 34.-One by Mr. 

Killen. 
Breachwood Green, near Welwyn, Herta., 

Sept. 2.-•rwo by Mr. Pe,rkins. 
BM:.ler .J~ld Chapel), Sept. 30.-Four hy 

Burnley, E11on Chapel, Sept. 30.- Six by 
Mr. Be,tey. 

Bw-,lem, Staffordshire, Sept. 30.-Two by 
Mr. Kirton. 

Cardiff, Bethel Bute Dock, Sept. 30.-Seven 
by 'Mr. Thom ... , of Pontypool. 

Deeping, St. Jame,, Limolnakire, Sept. 2.
Four by Mr. 'fryon. 

Folkafone, Kent, Oct. 3.-Five by Ma. Jones. 
Greenwich, London Road, Aug. 30.-Two by 

Mr. Rusoell. 
Lioerpool, Sta,i/u,p• Street, Sept. 30.-Eight 

by Mr. Hughe•. 
London, New Park Stred, Nov. 22.-Four. 

teen hy Mr. Spurgeon. 
--- Church Sfreet, Blackfriar,, Nov.261 

Three by Mr.Whimper, after a oermon by 
the :Pai!tor. 

Montroee, Scotland, George Sbreet, Jnly 7 .
Five Ly ltlr. Anderson, and Aug. 14, two 
by Mr. Alei:Rnder. 

Newca,tle, Emlyn, Sept. 30.-Five by Mr. 
Owen. 

Pauley, Scotland, Sept. 23.-One, and Sept. 
30, one by Mr. Wallace, 

Poplar, Cotton Street, near London, Nov .26. 
Bii:: Ly Mr. Preece. 

Shrdfu,ld, Eyre Street, Sept. 30. - Six by 
Mr. Ash berry. 

SomertJluim, llu11ts., Oct. 18.-After a eennon 

by Mr. Whiting, ofNeedingworth, three in 
tho River Ouse, by Mr. Flory. 

Tarporley, Oct. 6.-Fi,e by Mr. Dutton 
after a sermon by the Pastor I Mr. H. Smith 

Trow~ridge, WiU,., Oct. 4.-Eight by Mr: 
We,rburton. 

---- Back Street, Oct. 31.-Four, one 
a respectable County Magistrate, by Mr. 
Ba.mes. 

----- Bethe,da, Oct. 4.-Five by Mr. 
Webster. 

'W7,,itebrook, Mar Monmouth, Oct. 14.- Two 
by Mr. Stowells. 

DEATHS. 
Muroell, Mro. A., wife of the Hev. J. p 

Mursell, of Leicester, Nov. 41 aged 38. • 
Ives, Rev. D., twenty-eight years pastor or 

the Baptist Church, Gold Hill, Bucks, ou 
Lord'• Day. Nov. 18, aged 50 _yee,rs. 

Stanger, Mr. 8. 1 of the Ba.phst Mission 
House, Nov. 11, aged 74. Mr. B. wa9 a 
son of the late Rev. Mr. Stanger, pastor 
ot the Baptist Church, Bessel's Green, 
Kent. He attended the recognition ser
vice of his pastor, Mr. Balfern, at Bow, 
held September 27 j on which occasion we 
have e. plee.sing, though mournful, reco}. 
collection of being led by him to the spot, 
in the burial ground of the chapel, he had 
chosen as bi:dust resting pince -En. D. M. 

Eva.ns, Rev. J ., formerly Baptist miniater 
of Redruth, Cornwall, Oct. 18. Mr. Evans 
accepted tbe unanimous invitation of the 

• Church at that place to become tboir 
pastor, after a probationary visit of three 
monthA, and commenced his lnbours Oct.2, 
1863. Whilst at Rcdruth, his lo hours were 
crowned with success ; 20 memLcrs were 
added to the Church during a ministry of 
a year e,nd a half. At the end of that 
time, in consequence of ill heo.lth, he ro• 
signed the p11Store.te. By the advice ot' a 
medical friend be went to Guernsey, arter• 
wards to Malvern, to try the bcncilt of the 
water cure. No good, however, having 
resulted, be wout to his own home in An• 
glesea., North Wales, where, after lingering 
for a. few months, he o.t length expired, in 

:~;:i::tc:~!~~nfl~fee. offfif~b!~~;t~~e,~~~ 
that of a true Christian-he was ardent 
and full of zeal in hie Mu.stor'a c1111eo. 
During his stay at Redruth be estobli,hcd 
cottege prayer-meetings; inquirer's mo~t
iDJ;;B; eol11rged tho sphere of traot dis• 
tr1bution. He o.Jso tooh a deep interest in 
the welfare of the Sundo.y-scbool i ho him
self instructed a olilss of youn~ men on 
Sabbath afternoons. During hii:1 i:itny lho 
children of the Sundo.y school were uhno~t 
doubled; nnd the school nc,ver looked so 
ftourishing before. When he left Rod· 
rutb he carried with him the best \\;sbos, 
and was followed by the prayers of th_e 
Church. His friends fully anticipu.teJ h11t 
speedy recovery, nnd expected 110 would 
resume bis labou1·s R-monget them in o. few 
months. But the Lord hod willed other• 
wise, and at length hns called him homo I 
Be is now, we ho.vo no doubt, nmongst 
the happy number of those who hn_ve 
wnshed their robes, o.nd mu.de them wh1to 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

• • • NoTICBS TO Cos.B.BSPOl"riDlf.NTB, and Rnvrnws OP Dooxs, for wu.ut of room, must be 
dcforrod WlLil no::d month. 
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