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PREFACEL.

TWELVE months ago, in our Preface to the volume for 1849,
we ventured to cxpress an opinion that a conflict was at hand in
which fortitude, gentleness, and faith, would be greatly needed.
Extraordinary penetration was not necessary to enable an observer
to see that the rival churches of England and Rome could not
long retain their respective positions, but that either a colfision or
a coalition must inevitably take place. The year 1850 has not
passed away before the visible commencement of a struggle, the
issues of which no mortal can predict, but which even now calls
aloud for stedfast adherence to principle, and renewed confidence
in God.

The concluding number of this volume contains an enactment
of the court of Rome, dividing England and Wales into districts,
and placing a bishop over each, with an archbishop as superinten-
dent of all. In issuing this decree, the pope has only acted as
popes have been accustomed to act for more than twelve centuries,
taking advantage of every opportunity to extend their dominion,
renewing as promptly as practicable every claim which circum-
stances had compelled them to suspend, and exalting themselves
above all power human or divine. The direct results of this
measure are not, however, what we have most to fear, but the
consequences which will accrue from the manner in which it has
been received. Courses have been adopted already, under the
influence of ardent feeling, which no considerate friend of truth
will attempt to justify. Measures may perhaps be proposed, and
carried through the legislature, which will greatly restrict our own
freedom of worship and action. Some timid dissenters may
incautiously seck refuge in the royal supremacy, and strengthen
that union between the ecclesiastical and the civil powers trom
which our fathers and ourselves have severely suffered. DBut most
of all we dread the effects of that reaction which the character of
the existing excitement ensurcs. Nothing injures a good eause so
much as to endeavour to promote it by unjustifiable means, and
nothing tends so much to render a bad cause popular as to treat
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its advocates with undue harshness.  Thousands who arc now
most alarmed and indignant, will soon find that their present
impressions are in some respects incorrect, and they will be led
to suppose that their fear of papal machinations was altogether
unfounded.  Many will learn that they have been misinformed
vespeeting some alleged facts, about which they now dogmatize
fiercely, and they will then begin to regard the Romanists as
victims of calumny and oppression. One step further, and the
objects of vanquished prejudice will appear to them to be innocent,
amiable, and worthy of admiration. It is easy to see that the
classes now most vociferous in their outcry against popery and
Puseyism are in a high state of preparedness for the reception of
Romish doctrine. The grievous ignorance of what popery really
is, which is now prevalent, and which has been prevalent the last
thirty years, is that which Imparts to the present crisis its most
formidable aspect. We cannot suppress our apprehension that
multitudes of dissenters are as little fitted for the trying scenes
into which they are about to enter as their neighbours who boast
of attachment to the established church.

If we are not greatly mistaken, it is especially incumbent upon
us at the present time to be calm, vigilant, and prayerful. Let
baptists take care to be well established in their own principles,
and versed in the history of the battles that were fought by their
fathers under the Tudors and the Stuarts, as well as under the
Plantagenets. Let them take care also not to be betrayed into
any recognition of human authority over conscience. If we are
to gain the victory over surrounding evils, our trust must be in
the churches’ living and almighty Head, our weapons must be
weapons congenial with the nature of his kingdom, our wisdom
must be ““the wisdom that is from above.”

Hoping to witness the spread of revealed truth, and to be
engaged during the remainder of his days in its promotion, the
editor subscribes himself anew, the unwearied servant of Christ’s
churches,

WILLIAM GROSER.

Chelsea, Aovember 25,1850,
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THE BAPTIST MARTYRS OF 1575.

An Historical Fragment.

BY THE REV. BENJAMIN

Every day is throwing new light
upon the great events of the past.
From various causes, we are able to form
a more accurate estimate of the trans-
actions of our ancestors than those who
immediately succeeded them. We can
in spirit mingle with them, and from
the increasing light which history is
shedding upon the social and moral
condition of many of those early breth-
ren in this country “of whom the world
was not worthy,” we can understand
their difficulties, and more fully appre-
ciate the noble triumphs many of them
won. In few instances is this more
remarkably the case than in that inter-
csting company of Christian sufferers
mentioned at the head of this paper.
The detail in the pages of our historians
is very brief; but, happily, more abun-
dant materials are within our reach.
All our writers concur in stating, that
those brethren had fled from the Low
Countries, to escape the misery to which
the avowal of baptist principles exposed
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them. “We had to forsake our friends,”
saysoncof thesufferers,“our country, our
possessions, on account of tyranny, and
fled as lambs from a wolf; only because
of the pure evangelical truth of Christ,
and not for uproar’s or faction’s sake,
like those of Munster, whose views are
an abomination, of which we have been
slanderously accused.” Most of them
settled in London, with the hope of
protection, and for some time pursued
their calling in peace. But this was of
short continuance. Popery had altered
only in name. Its spirit was rampant
in episcopal bosoms, and history has
given a full record of its fearful deeds.
These simple-minded people soon felt
its power. They had continued to meet
for exhortation and prayer, and sought
the edification of one another in the
Lord. The morning of the sabbath had
dawned, and these devoted servants of
Christ sought their accustomed place of
worship. Doubtlessit was some retired
house, or an upper room in which they
B
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miet for holy service. What clevated
feclings would animate them! What
a conflict between hope and fear!  How
pure, how tender, but how uncarthly,
the devotion of such a meeting!  What
a power of principle they would unfold !
All the dignity of Christian manhood
would be seen.  They knew the power
of suffering; they were prepared again
to brave its fury, if necessary, for the
truth.  Imagination will realize more
than this, as by an effort it tries to
identify itself with this little band of
Christiar disciples. The hour of trial
was at hand. “It happened,” says a
deeply interested witness of their sub-
sequent sufferings, “ on Easter, the 3rd
of April, a.p. 1575,* that thirty ana-
baptists, of both sexes, had assembled
together in a house near Alligator,t on
the road leading to Spiegelzhof, for the
purpose of mutual exhortation and
prayer ; but, being detected by the
neighbours, they were nearly all taken
then to prison, by so small a guard that
some could easily have escaped, if they
could have felt liberty of conscience to
do so.” Noble men! Even your mis-
takes proclaim your greatness. The
names of five of them are preserved.
They deserve to be remembered. They
were, John Pieters, Henry Terwoort,
Garret Von Byler, John Von Straaton,
and Christian Kemels. From the cus-
tody of the sheriff they were soon
transferred to the tender mercy of my
lord of London. Their final examina-
tion was at the episcopal palace. Igno-
rant of their language, the bishop was
assisted on this momentous occasion by
a French and Dutch minister. Their
reconciliation to the Dutch church, and
the cure of their pestilential heresy,
was the avowed end of this imposing
procedure. The wusual course was
adopted here.  Blandishment and

* The sixtcenth year of the reign of Queen
Elizabeth —ED.
t Aldsgate. Fuller, Church Higt,

torror were mingled. The episcopal
smile was first exhausted, and then
came the terrible frown, These sturdy
confessors were assured that their re-
cantation would have the most health-
ful influence upon the state of their
souls, and be hailed as a special token
of God’s great goodness by the whole
church; whilst the alternative in this
world would be banishment or death,
and in the future hopeless misery. The
following graphic description is from
the pen of Von Byler himself, and will
show us the nature of the charge upon
which these holy men were tried, and
throw a gleam of light upon the mode
of their procedings.

“When we came before the bishop,
there were present, Master Joris,*
James de Koninck, John de Rode-
maker, two members of the council,
and a French clergyman. We were
placed before those lords, and their ser-
vants, who propounded four guestions
to us, to which we were to give either
an affirmative or a negative.

“¢1, Whether Christ did not assufe
his flesh from the body of Mary ¥

“ We replied, ‘That he is the Son of
the living God.’

«¢2 Whether infants should not be
baptized 7

“¢We cannot understand matters so,
for we read nothing of it in the serip-
tures.’

“ ¢ Whether it was lawful for a Clris-
tian to attend to, or discharge the
duties of, a magistrate’s office ¥

“ We replied, ‘That our conscience
would not suffer us to do so; but we
considered the magistracy as a minister
of God, for the protection of the ser-
vants of God.’ :

«<4 ‘Whether a Christian was allow-
ed to take an oath ¥’

“We again replied, our conscience
would not now allow us to do so, for

# Probably the minister of the Duteh chureh.
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Christ said, ‘Let your communications
be yea, yca, nay, nay” We then kept
gilent. Tho bishop said that our mis-
deeds were very gross, and we could not
inherit tho kingdom of God. O! Lord,
avenge not ! The bishop then remand-
ed us to prison. A young brother who
was first interrogated, boldly confessed
the truth; and was on that account
gorely accused, and led to Westminster,
where he was imprisoned by himself.
This caused us much grief.”

Some additional information may be
gathered from an interesting letter
written by a countryman of these per-
gecuted saints, to his mother, then resi-
dent at Ghent. She was a woman of
great piety, and had requested her son
to supply her with all the information
he could procure. His name wasg
Somers, a resident in London, a member
of the Dutch church there, and subse-
quently, on his return to his native
land, raised to the highest honours of
the state.* “It is probable,” he says,
that I am Detter acquainted with the
circumstances than the generality of
people, inasmuch as I have had frequent
intercourse with them, and have re-
ceived information from all of them :
so I cannot forbear giving such an
account of it as accords with the extent
of my information in reference to the
matter. In connexivn with which, I
send you a copy of their confession; on
account of which some died, and others
are retained in prison.” We have
given this, that our readers may see
the trustworthiness of his narrative.

On their return from their examina-
tion to their place of confinement, Mr.
Somers says, “That ten or twelve of
them made their escape, as they were
aware of the danger to which they were
exposed, and perceived the fine oppor-
tunity of escape that presented itself;
the guard consisted but of one or two

individuals. The whole of them, how-
ever, in the course of two or three days,
returned to the prison, partly in order
to acquit their bail, who were bound in
tho sum of £100, and partly because
the bishop, as a man of honour, promis-
ed with an oath, that he would set them
all at liberty in the course of five or six
days if they would return ; but if not,
the rest should remain in prison till
Candlemas,”

The dreary solitude of their prison-
house was soon disturbed by their
officious opponents. Again and again
they were visited by many Netherland-
ers, and twice they were summoned into
the august presence of the London
pontiff. To one of these visits the fol-
lowing extract refers,—“ When we were
all lodged in prison, came Master Joris,
and said, if we would join the church
he would set us at liberty—for these
are the bishop’s orders. But we con-
tended valiantly for the truth in Christ
Jesus—for he is our Captain and none
else; upon him we put all our confi-
dence.”* These means, sooner or later
to some extent, were successful. For
soon “ after this, five of the men were
converted (through much disputation
with these Netherlanders who belonged
to the church) before they were con-
demned as heretics ; nevertheless, they
were placed before a rostrum in St.
Paul’s Churchyard, in a large assembly
of some thousands of Englishmen, and
a bundle of faggots was laid upon each
one’s shoulder, as a sign that they de-
served to be burnt. In addition to
which they inflicted many other injurics
and ignominy upon them, though the
bishop had promised that he would set
them at liberty without any incum-
brances if they would only sign the
four articles; but the event proved the
contrary. This transpired the 25th of
May, a.p., 1575.”F

* Benodlot’s History of tho Daptists, pp. 313, 314.

* Byler’s Letter, t Somers’s Letter.
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The form of rceantation may be
seen in Crosby and Ivimey.* Both say
it took place in the Dutch chureh,
Austin Friars, But the account of
Somers is the more probable, and is,
morcover, confirmed by Fuller.t This
partial success inspired the bishop and
his Dutch colleagues with hope, and
they renewed their efforts to win the
remainder to their faith. For the
fourth time they were called before the
pricstly tribunal. It was, says Von
Byler, “On Whitsuntide morning we
were chained two and two, and led be-
fore the lords. When we were brought
before them, they presented the same
four questions, urging us to subscribe to
them; but we told them that we would
abide by the word of the Lord. We
were then remanded to prison, and
fettered as before; the women were con-
fined at Newgate, together with a young
brother; but they were all released,
and transported. The young man,
however, was tied to a cart and scourged,
and afterwards whipped out of town.”
The statement of Mr. Somers is rather
fuller, and gives us an occasional glimpse
of the tenderness with which episcopal
hands dealt with their erring brethren.
“In the course of a few days, the bishop
perceiving that the rest would not
apostatize from their faith, sentenced
them all to death in the ecclesiastical
court-room, St. Paul’s church (as was
customary with the papistic bishops
during queen Mary’s reign, who were
wont to condemn the Christians to
death), and deliver them into the hands
of the civil judge; then they bound the
women hand to hand, and conducted
them to Newgate—the prison for capital
convicts—together with one of the men
which was considered the youngest and
most innocent among them;but the rest
of the men were conducted to their old

% Crosby, i., 69. Ivimey, i., 103, 104,
1 Clurch Hist., Cent. xvi., 164,

cpiscopal prison, for which reason it
was supposed that the women would be
cxecuted first, cven as persons came
daily to threaten them, and to present
death to them unless they would apos-
tatize. Hence they suffered great an-
guish and temptation for five or six
days, supposing every day that they
would be burnt ; nay, on the very day
that sentence of their banishment came
from the court—for the bailiff came
with his servant at ten o’clock in the
evening, unto the prison, to take an in-
ventory of all their property, informing
them, in addition, that they should pre-
pare for death the next day. This he
did, in oxder to see whether any of
them would apostatize through fear;
but perceiving that they all remained
stedfast, he informed them that it was
the queen’s pleasure to be gracious to
them, and merely banish them from the
country, and have the young men whip-
ped behind a cart. Accordingly, in the
course of five or six days, about fourteen
women were conveyed from the prison,
which is situated in the space between
St. Martin’s church and St. Catherine’s,
to the ship by the apparitors: but the
young man was whipped behind a cart,
which moved on before him. Thus
they were all banished from the country,
on pain of imprisonment, and reside for
the present in Holland and Zealand.
“A few days after, the five men that
remained in the bishop’s prison were
likewise sentenced to death by the
bishop, and conveyed to Newgate, where
one of them died of wretchedness and a
load of chains; and the rest were
apprehensive that they would inflict ex-
treme punishment upon them, because
they had exercised so much severity
upon the women. They were also in-
formed that the queen and her whole
council were so highly offended at them
that no person would venture to present
a petition for them, since an evil report
arose, that they denied God and Christ,
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and rejocted all government and all re-
speet for the magistrate and civil power,
as ungodly and unchristian.”

Lfforts, nevertheless, were made to
obtain their freedom. A petition and
confession of their faith were presented
to her majesty; but that crucl and
haughty sovereign refused to listen to
it, and indignantly reprimanded thosc
through whose influence it had been
laid before her. Failing in this, they
laid them before the bishop, through a
noble lord, he graciously conde-
scended to tell them how distressed he
was on their account; but there was no
hope of favour unless they would sign
the four articles, and abjure their here-
sy. Hypocrisy is hateful in any form,
but it is most hideous when associated
with the cant of religion as seen in this
pretended successor of the apostles. The
substance of this confession we have,
doubtless, in a document prepared by
the two martyrs, as a vindication of
themselves. We select a few sentences
from it, and our readers will see what
it was his lordship of London condemn-
ed as heresy, and for the defence of
which the writers were burnt at the
stake.

“We poor and despised strangers
who are persecuted for the testimony of
Jesus, desire that God may grant all
mankind peace, so that they may live
together in all godliness to the praise
of the Lord, and to the advancement of
their soul’s salvation. Since so many,
both by writing and verbal statement,
do us great injustice, accusing and
charging lics upon us, I am constrained
to present our belief very summarily.
They do not speak to us, and do not, in
2 mild manner, inquire of us what our
religious views are, as the seriptures
teach; but they speak all manner of
evil of us, so that they increase our
miseries and sufferings; and, besides,
theyzhave no compassion cither on our
distressed wives or helpless children.”

“ We scck no salvation in our works,
as it is reported we do, but we hope to
be saved alone through the merits of
our Lord Christ. Nor do we boast that
we are without sin, but we always con-
fess ourselves sinners before God. But
we have to refrain from voluntary sins
if we would be saved ; such asadultery,
fornication, sorcery, sedition, bloodshed,
cursing and swearing, Iying and cheat-
ing, pride, drunkenness, hatred, envy ;
these are the sins that the scriptures
declare, who do them shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.

“They also say, we refuse to hear
the word of God because we do not go
to hear the preachers of the church. To
this charge we would say,that we do not
hear the preachers is, because the word
of God constrains to do so; because
they are people not fit to attend to the
sacred callings of a gospel preacher, for
Paul teaches Timothy and says, ¢ The
things thou hast heard of me, among
many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men,” &c. Now if the
preachers were such as the apostle re-
quired, we would cheerfully hear them
—we would be the first and last in
church.” .

“We are also accused of not being
subject to the magistracy, because we
do not baptize infants. To this we reply,
we desire to submit to the magistracy
in all things not contrary to the word of
God. That we do not suffer our chil-
dren to be baptized by the priests, is not
done out of temerity, but we do it out
of fear to God, because Christ commands
believers to be baptized; for Christ’s
apostles did not baptize infants but
adults only, and those on their faith and
confessions of their sins. - . It
had been the will of God that infants
should be baptized, he would have com-
manded it to be dome. Christ would
have been baptized in his infancy, as
well as circumecised ; but as it is not the
will of God, therefore did he teach them
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differently, and received baptism differ-
ently himself.”

The German and French ministers
having failed in their disputations to
convince them of their errors,* and the
efforts of many, both German and
English, amongst whom was the cele-
brated John Fox,T who addressed a
letter to the queen on their behalf,
proving abortive, preparation was made
for exccuting the diabolical sentence.
“Orders were issued,” says Somers,
“ from the court to the sheriff or bailiff
of London, to execute the two oldest,
according to their sentence. One of
whom, Jan Pieters, was a poor man,
upwards of fifty years old, and had nine
children. His first wife was previously
burnt at Ghent in Flanders, on account
of her religion, and he had married a
second wife, whose first husband had
likewise been burnt at Ghent for his re-
ligious principles. But these two had
fled into England on account of perse-
cution, on supposition that they could
live there and enjoy liberty of conscience
without being exposed to any danger ;
which circumstance he represented to
the bishop, and desired the favour of
removing from the country with his
wife and children, but he could not ob-
tain it. The other, called Henry Ter-
woort, was a handsome and respectable
man, twenty-five or twenty-six years’
old; a goldsmith by trade, and had been
married cight or ten weeks before he
was apprehended.”

On Tuesday, the 19th of July, the
work of preparation for this auto-da-f¢
was commenced in Smithfield. The
gcenes which had been so familiar in the
last Teign, were about to be reacted.
The massy stake soon rose in the midst,
whilst the chain, heaps of faggots, and
other materials, proclaimed to the
passers-by that the horrid work of

#* Somers,
1 Vide Ivimey, vol. i

death was at hand. FEarly in the morn-
ing of Friday, the prisoners were visited
by the officers of blood. The morning
light had scarcely scattered the last re-
mains of darkness, ag they left their
gloomy cell for ever, Pieters, as he
was led in his manacles, said to those
around him, “ This is the way the pro-
phets went, and Christ our Saviour,
which was the case ever since the days
of Abel.”* It was scarcely six o’clock,
when these noble confessors, being
fastened to the stake, “were miserably
burnt to ashes, without having been
strangled, and without powder, accord-
ing to the custom at Smithfield, where
they used to burn the people who pro-
fessed our religion.”t+ The unhappy
fate of these good men had no unfavour-
able influence upon their companions
still in prison. They continued firm
and stedfast, with the daily expectation
of submitting to the same punishment.
“TLuke and I endeavoured, if possible,
to get them out of prison four days
after the execution of the others; we
even prevailed upon them, through
much conversation, to sign the confes-
gion, in the hope that the bishop would
be satisfied with it. Having read it he
found it good throughout ; but he will
not receive them into favour unless
they sign the first four articles without
contradiction, and join the Dutch
church; which they are determined not
to do, even if they perfectly agree with
us in doctrine; since thereby they would
condemn those that had been executed,
and all the rest of their comrades who
died or still live in the same faith, and
would confess that they had been seduc-
ed by the devil, the spirit of lies and
error, to this damnable heresy, of which
they declare that they are by no means
convinced in their own consciences, but
that they are much more assured of

* Dyler. + Ib.
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their salvation in Christ, the very God
and very Man ; they would, thercfore,
as they say, provoke God in the highest,
if they should speak contrary to the
testimony of their own conscicnces.

“ Hence we know of nothing else than
that they will have to suffer the same
punishment that was endured by their
parbners, the more especially as they
attempted to break out of prison, hav-
ing filed off an iron bar of the window,
for which cause they are kept more
closely in bonds than at any former time,
and may consider themselves fortunate
if an early and preferable death should
release them from the great distress and
misery of the prison—for they lie sepa-
rate from each other, so that they can-
not afford each other any comsolation,
and no one dare converse with them, on

the pain of immediate imprisonment.”*
I will only add to this somewhat
lengthy detail, that one of the prisoners,
Kemels, met his fate during his con-
finement in his damp and gloomy cell;
but that happily the others, after a
somewhat lengthy confinement, were
permitted to breathe the air of liberty.
An ample detail of these proceedings
will be found in the Dutch Martyrology,
a copy of which, we hope, will speedily
be in the hands of most of our readers.
It will be found to throw much light on
many points of our early history, and
should be read by all anxzious to form a
correct estimate of men, who have
nobly prepared the way for us.
this closing allusion.

Excuse

Searborough, Nov. 6.

THE WANTS OF THE CHURCH FOR THE NEW YEAR.

BY THE REV. CORNELIUS ELVEN.

Ar the commencement of the new
year it may not be unwise for the church
to take an inventory of its wants.

The old divines were wont to deal in
negatives and positives, and without
imitating all their quaint formalities,
albeit there were giants in those days,
we may be permitted for once to follow
in the well-beaten track, by attempting
to show that there are three things
which we do not want, and three which
we do want. Not that these are all
that might be adduced, but they are
submitted as suggestive, leaving it to
thoughtful readers to amplify for their
own edification, and the advancement
of the cause of Christ.

L. We do not want a new ible.

Many an old volume of human lore
has been rendered obsolete by the dis-
coveries of a succecding age, But all
true science does homage to the bible.

We nced not be apprehensive that the
ever-widening sphere of human litera-
ture will intrench on the hallowed
ground of divine revelation. We have
now no misgivings lest ight from that
region of nebule — the milky way—
should extinguish the beams of the
Sun of Righteousness; or lest “the
chemistry of the stars” should dis-
turb the harmonious elements of inspi-
ration. Standing on the Rock of Ages,
wc are conscious of no tremor from the
hammer of the geologist; nor do we
fear that the hieroglyphics of the archze-
ologist may invalidate the chrorology
of Moses.

Exempt from the mutations which
pertain to mere human philosophy, the
bible, stereotyped from heaven, remains
alike the glory of all lands and of all

* Somers.
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times. Christians, be intreated, with
the new year, to address yourselves
with new and prayerful affection to
that sacred volume which alone can
make you wise unto salvation.

“Most wondrous book ! bright candle of the

Lord !
Star of cternity ! the only star

By which the bark of man could navigate
The sea of life, and gaiu the coast of bliss.”

Neither do we want a new ministry.—
This, indeed, may be numbered among
our perils. We deprecate the attempt
to transformi the pulpit into & chair
of philosophy and to substitute the essay
for the sermon. It is quite true that
the Christian ministry should seek to
keep abreast with the age, and that
the preacher should set as high an
estimate on knowledge as the lecturer.
But we must not extol reason at the
expence of revelation, nor amuse our
hearers with the theories of science to
the neglect of the truths of salvation;
nor are we to Le denounced as behind
our age, if we sound an alarm against
the would-be philosophical transcen-
dentalism which is threatening by its
mysticisms to envelop and obscure the
“truth as it is in Jesus.” May the
Spirit of God preserve us from a
ministerial apostacy which without
avowedly abandoning the “common
salvation ”” would veil it in the drapery
of human eloquence, or overlay its
saving doctrines with the superincum-
beney of “science falsely so called.”

Nor, as congregationalists, do we need
@ new organization.

Many of our churches within the
last few years have been more or less
assailed by “brethren,” who have
denounced what they designate our
“one man system,” as opposed to the
unity of the church. They grievously
lament that there are so many sections
in the Christian church, and modestly
propose to remedy the evil by adding
another | Now we have diligently in-

quired touching all the boasted advan-
tages of their new organmization, and
the result is, that of their most vaunted
excellencies, there is not one, if really
good, but may be enjoyed by congrega-
tionalists. The sincere piety of many
who have been seduced from our com-
munion, we do not question; but it is
for a lamentation, that under pretence
of exalted spirituality and pre-eminent
charity, Christians of this new way
have Lecome the most sectarian and
exclusive of all denominations. We,
therefore, humbly submit that we “hold
fast that we have received,” after the
manner of “the saints which were at
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons.”
And that not merely on account of the
scripturalness of our order, but because
the spirituality we need is so apart
from all externalism, as to be no more
essentially dependent on our church
polity than on our church architecture.
Both alike being considerations im-
measurably beneath the higher matter
of the life and power of godliness in the
heart.

Yet though we want neither a new
bible, a new ministry, nor a new organ-
ization, there are wants of which it
may be well for us to be reminded at
this season.

1. We want more of the unction of the
Loty Spirit.

We have cvidence enough of the
truth of revelation; for, as Pascal says,
“There is light enough for those who
gincercly wish to see, though there is
obscurity enough to confound those
who wish to oppose.” We, therefore,
have light enough ; but we need more
warmth, That is, as individual Chris-
tians we want, with the new year, such
a new and large vouchsafement of
divine influence as shall infuse new life
into our private and public devotions.
For what is prayer without unction !
a  solemn mockery. Continuing
through the year this round of formal-
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ity we may Dbe Ieft to our idols, and
falling away from our profession be a
bye-word and a mark for the scormer;
or, retaining our profession, be as life-
less and as uscless as an Egyptian
mummy, too many of which may
already be scen in the museum of the
church. For as one has said, “God
looks not at the oratory of your prayers,
how eloquent they are; nor at their
geometry, how long they are; nor at
their arithmetic, how many they are;
nor at their logic, how methodical they
are ; but he looks at their sincerity, how
spiritual they are.”

We need not amplify to show how
much we need a new unction with re-
gard to all the other and varied exer-
cises of piety, because if we get holy
oil to the wheels of our prayers, then
our reading, hearing, giving, and holy
living, will all be so sublimated that we
shall exclaim, “Or ever I was aware
my soul made me like the chariots of
Amminadib.”  Failing this, the end of
the year will not leave us where it
found us. Our coldness will be increas-
ing with every month, and as Foster
somewhere expresses it, “ We shall be
receding, degree after degree, from the
warm and hopeful zone; till at last we
shall enter the arctic circle, and become
fized in relentless and eternal ice.”

May it not also be affirmed, that
members of churches want more spiri-
tual mutual intercourse ?

And if the suggestion at the com-
mencement of a mnew year should
awaken attention to this desideratum,
and lead to any practical measures for
its observance, it is believed the result
would be beneficial. It surely must be
acknowledged thatweare below thestan-
dard of scriptural requirement in this
matter. When we read, “ How good and
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity !’ and are directed
to “hehold ” it, it is not mercly that

e may gaze upon it with admiration,
VOL. XIIL,—FOURTH SERIES.

but that we may be charmed to imi-
tation. Again, when we read, “ They
that feared the Lord spake often one to
another,” and turn to the apostolic in-
Junction, “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual
songs,” we feel that our ordinary meet-
ings in the house of God, or at the
table of the Lord, do not realize the
close and spiritual intercourse indicated
in these and kindred passages of holy
writ. It is quite true that the ener-
gies required in all the pursuits of pro-
fessional and industrial life, in the
present age, may render it difficult to
multiply religious meetings. But could
not a Christian church be classed out
into convenient numbers and localities,
and meet once @ month, as Christians and
fellow members ? each one contributing
a “psalm or hymn,” a portion of scrip-
ture, or some remark or inquiry of an
experimental kind, which would elicit
observations and friendly conversation ;
that would awaker mutual sympathy,
and “ provoke one another to love and
good works.” It cannot be denied
that in many large churches, if not in
smaller ones, there is a want of reci-
procity and almost of recognition among
those who have professedly united
themselves in a bond of holy fraternity,
which should be the type of a world
where “ all the air is love.” Now, just
to the extent to which this defection
exists, church fellowship must be con-
fessed to be a shadow, a fiction, a delu-
sion. Nor can it be said to realize the
inspired illustration of its oneness, or
its sympathy—* For the body is one,
and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many,
are one body.” Therefore, “ The mem-
bers should have the same care one for
another, and if one member suffer, all
the members suffer with it; or if one
member be honoured, all the members
rejoice with it,” 1 Cor. xii.

If, therefore, these remarks are just,

c
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and more spiritual fellowship is admitted
to be among the wants of the church,
let us seck to supply it, by the appoint-
ment of such meetings of the members,
as, under the divine blessing, may pro-
mote so desirable™an object. And the
end of the year will justify the chang-
ing of our tone from that of reluctant
complaint to grateful acknowledgment.
The other want to which we may
briefly advert, is, @ universal recognition
of the importance of individual effort.
It really would be of no small service
for many old members of our churches
to learn again their nursery rhymes,
which sang of “the little busy bee”—
to remind them that a church of Christ
should be like the active hive, in which
no drones are permitted to nestle. The
anatomy of the human body shows that
every member and every organ has
some important function to perform,
and that a paralysis of any one of these
will derange and impede the healthful
operation of the whole. In an active
church the dronmes must be without
excuse, and our pastors should be care-
ful, by promoting sabbath, and day, and
ragged schools, bible classes, tract dis-
tribution, village preaching, juvenile

THANKSGIVING.

missionary associations, Christian in-
struction and sick societies, &ec., &e., to
furnish work for all hearts and hands.
We live in an earnest age, and the
church must not be behind the world.
But it will be so, if its members con-
tent themselves with saying or thinking
the church must be in earnest, instead
of saying, “ 7 must be in earnest, for I
am a part of the church.” It is, doubt-
less, one of Satan’s devices to turn our
mental eyes away from our individual
selves, and fix them upon the church;
that so, both with regard to our sins
and our duties, we may lose ourselves
in the crowd. Henceforth, let each of
ug, for ourselves, say, Christ has re-
deemed me; he, therefore, claims my
heart, my life, my all.
“ O Christ ! I freely have from thee
Thyself and all that’s thine,

And justly thou requir’st of mo,
Myself and all that’s mine.”

“For if these things be in us, and
abound, we shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ;”’ and we may then
expect to enjoy, in the highest and best
sense of the words, A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Bury St. Edmunds.

THE POWER OF THANKSGIVING.

BY MR. JOHN FREEMAN.

TrE power of prayer, as a means of
grace, is readily acknowledged by every
true Christian. But as the precept,
“pray without ceasing,” is immediately
followed by the injunction, “in every-
thing give thanks,” a few words on the
power of thanksgiving may not be
amiss at the beginning of a year which,
for aught we know, may be no less
eventful than that just closed.

Noah, Danjel, and Job, were men of
prayer; and, had they lived on the

earth at the same period, their presence
in a land would have done much to
avert divine judgments from thousands
around them. In short, it would have
been an extreme case in which they
would not have been a blessing to their
nation; and, in that extreme case, their
blessing would have returned into their
own bosom. Thus in Ezek. xiv. 14,
God says, “Though these three men,

Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in that
land, they should deliver but their own
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gouls by their rightcousness.” Yet it
appears that the thanksgivings of these
men were no less powerful than their
prayers, Thus, numerous and fervent
as Noah's prayers were, no one of them
brought down from heaven a promise
of seed-time and harvest till time itself
shall cease. But when Noah virtually
gaid, “What shall Irender tothe Lord for
all his benefits?” and, in a grateful spirit,
multiplied such authorized burnt-offer-
ings as typified Christ’s giving himselfa
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling sa-
vour,we behold an unprecedented result.
For in Gen. viii. 20, 21, it is said, “ Noah
builded an altar unto the Lord, and
took of every clean beast, and of every
clean fowl, and offered burnt-offerings
on the altar. And the Lord smelled a
sweet savour; and the Lord said in his
heart, I will not again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake.”

A thinking man may learn from every
circumstance ; and a fact lately report-
ed to the writer may set us thinking
about the cause of some apparent
mysteries in God’s providence. A gen-
tleman some time ago, when passing
through one of the wards in St. Luke’s,
had his attention directed to one of the
inmates of that lunatic asylum, who
startled him with this question :— Sir,
did you ever bless God for your rea-
son ?” The visitor, astounded at the
question, said, “ No, I never did.” “Nor
did I,” said the afflicted inmate, ¢ and
God took it from me.”

Let us then believe that thanksgiving
will preserve some mercies and add
others, Thus let us bless God for all
our mercies, and especially cherish

11

habitual thankfulness for our rccent
preservation, when the arrows of death
flew thick in every direction. Yea, as
repentance has an essential connexion
with “fruits meet for repentance,” so
let our thankfulness to God be acted
out in suitable works of faith and
labours of love.

In some cases, too, thanksgiving may
be more powerful than prayer. Thus
in Luke xvii. 13, we have recorded such
a prayer of ten lepers as issued in a
temporal salvation, while one out of the
ten, adding thanksgiving, is addressed
by the Saviour as an heir of eternal sal-
vation. For though the Saviour’s words
in Luke xvii. 19, are rendered, “Thy
faith hath made thee whole,” the very
same words in Luke vii. 50, are tran-
slated, “Thy faith hath saved thee.”
In fact, if cleansing from the leprosy
had been all the Saviour intended when
addressing him who added thanksgiving
to prayer, the meaning would have
been, “Thy faith hath made thee as
the other nine.” But the language of
Jesus was, “Were therenot ten cleansed,
but where are the nine? There are
none found that returned to give glory
to God except this alien.”” And he said
unto him, “Arise, go thy way; thy
faith hath saved thee.”

In thanksgiving, therefore, we act
wisely for the future, and bring down
upon the earth the days of heaven,
where the redeemed cast their crowns
before the throne, blessing Him whose
mercy endureth for ever, and singing,
“ Worthy the Lamb.”

Maryland Point, Stratford, Essez.

TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE COMMON ENGLISH TESTAMENT.
NQ. I.—DEACON,

Tue word praroNos occurs in the | instances rendered servant, in twenty
Greek Testament thirty times. In the | minister, and in the remaining three
common English vergion, it is in seven |it is merely Anglicised in form and
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written deacon. It is used in reference
to the persons who drew the water
which our Lord turned into wine; in
reference to a civil magistrate, when it
is said, “he is the minister of God to
thee for good ;” in reference to our Lord
himself, when he is called “a minister
of the circumcision ;” in reference to
Paul, Apollos, Tychicus, Timothy, Pheebe,
and others, who were engaged in the
service of Christ and his churches. All
these are, for some cause or other, de-
scribed as “ deacons.”

The cognate word prarowia is in like
manner rendered, in different passages
of the English Testament, by the words,
service, serving, ministry, ministration,
ministering, administration, relief, office.
The verb praxoxeo is rendered serve,
minister unto, administer, and in two
instances (1 Tim. iii. 10 and 15) “use
the office of a deacon;” where, if the
version had been as literal as in many
other passages, it would have been,
“then let them serve, being found
blameless,” “they that have served well
purchase to themselves a good degree.”

Whatever ecclesiastical associations
may be connected with the meaning
of the word DIAKONOS, in the minds of
modern readers it is evident that its
use was not confined originally to church
officers, or religious persons. The epi-
thet was applied by the Greeks to those
who waited on them at table. The
deacons of Satan are mentioned by
Paul in contrast with the deacons of
righteousness. In the parable of the
wedding garment, the king is repre-
gented as commanding his deacons to
bind the offending guest, and carry him
away. Peter’s wife’s mother arose
after her cure, and used the office of a
deacon to our Lord, and to those who
were with him ; and Martha complained
of Mary that she had left her to use
the office of a deacon alone. A deacon,
in truth, is one who serves.

Dr. George Campbell distinguishes

TRANSFERRED WORDS IN THE ENGLISH TESTAMENT.

between a prakonos and a povLos
thus :—“In the proper and primitive
sense of dSwaxovoc (DIAKONOS), it I8 a
scervant who attonds his master, waits
on him at table, and is always near his
person to obey his orders, which was
accounted a more creditable kind of
gervice. By the word JovAoc (POULOS),
is not only meant a servant in general
(whatever kind of work he be employed
in), but also a slave. It is solely from
the scope and connexion that we must
Jjudge, when it should be rendered in
the one way, and when in the other.
In the passage before us”—Matthew
XX, 26, 27, which this eminent critic
renders, “Whosoever would become
great amongst you, let him be your
servant; and whosoever would be chief
amongst you, let him be your slave,”}—
“the view in both verses is to signify
that the true dignity of the Christian
will arise more from the service he does
to others, than the power he possesses
over them. We are to judge, therefore,
of the value of the words from the im-
port of those they are contrasted with,
And as desiring to be great is a more
moderate ambition than desiring to be
chief, we naturally conclude, that as
the word opposed to the former should
be expressive of some of the inferior
gtations in life, that opposed to the
latter must be expressive of the lowest.
When this sufficiently suits the ordinary
signification of the words, there can
hardly remain any doubt. As this is
manifestly the case here, I did not know
any words in our language by which I
could better express a difference of de-
gree, so clearly intended, than the
words servant and slave. The word
minister is now appropriated to the
gervants, not of private masters, but of
the public. It is from the distinctions
in private life, well known at the time,
that our Lord's illustrations are bor-
rowed.”

The following is a list of the instances
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in which the word DIARoNo0S occurs in
the Greek Testament :—

Matt, xx. 26 ...... Let him be your minister.
xxii, 13. ...Then said the king to the
servants,
xxiii, 11....Greatest among you shall be
your servant,

Merk ix. 35. ......Last of all, and servant of all.
%. 43 ........Shall be your minister,
John i, 5. .ieeeeier His mother saith unto the
servants.
9, wriens The servants which drew the
' water knew.
xii, 26, vueees There shall also myservantbe.
Rom, xiil. 4 ...ie For he is the minister of God
to thee.
4, ......The minister of God, a re-
venger.
xv, B.ovierns Asmninister of the circumecision.
xvi, 1, ......Phebe . . . which is a ser-
vant of the church.
1 Cor, iii. 5.uuvuvees Ministers by whom ye be-
lieved.
2 Cor, i 6.........Able ministers of the New
Testament.
L T Approving ourselves as the

ministers of God.

POPERY, A8 IT

It has long been the policy of Romish
teachers to present their dogmas and
practices to the inhabitants of this
country in so mild and attenuated a
form as to cause them to appear but
little different from opinions and modes
of worship with which the auditors
were familiar. This has been so far
successful that to multitudes of our
intelligent countrymen it seems uncan-
did to describe the services performed
as idolatrous, or to maintain that popery
as it now exists is ruinous to the souls
of men. Dr. Wiseman represents it as
the universally received doctrine of his
church “that it is sinful to pay the
same homage or worship to the saints,
or to the greatest of the saints, or the
highest of the angels in heaven, which
we pay to God : that supreme honour
and worship are reserved exclusively to

13
2 Cor. xi, 15 ...... If his ministers also be trang-
formed.,
15 ...... A9 the ministers of righte-
ousness,
23 ...... Are they ministers of Christ?
Gal, ii, 17 ....couee Is, therefore, Christ the
minister of sin ?
Eph, iii, 7 ......... ‘Whereof I was made a min-
ister,
vi, 21......... And faithful minister in the
Lord.
Phil.i.1.,.......... ‘With the bishops and deacons.

vereneee A faithful minister of Christ.
......... Whereof, 1 Paul, am made a
minister.

veves ».Church whereof 1 am made
a minister,

«»s A faithful minister and fellow
servant.

1 Thess. iii, 2...... Our brother and minister of

God.

1 Tim. iii. 8 .,....Likewise must the deacons
be grave.

....Let the deacons be the hus-
bands of one wife.

...... A good minister of Jesus

Christ,

IS IN LONDON.

him, that from him alone can any
blessing possibly come, that he is the
sole fountain of salvation and grace,
and all spiritual or even earthly gifts,—
and that no one created being can have
any power, energy, or influence, of its
own, in carrying into effect our wishes
or desires.” Such is the language of
the controvertist ; but how awfully are
the authorized services of his church
adapted to draw away the heart from
the fountain of all goodness, and fix the
hope, the confidence, the attachment,
on frail creatures, who themselves
needed a Saviour, and who possessed uo
real excellence but that which they
derived from Einmanuel’s fulness. It
may be useful then to give a specimen
of idolatrous worship as now practised
openly by adherents of the church of
Rome in the metropolis of England.
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1t is not a disputable specimen; it is a
part of the Devotions of the Fathers
of the Oratory, sung by them in an
assembly to which hundreds habitually
repair, printed for their use, purchased |
at their booksellers, bearing date, 1849.

¢ THE PATRONAGE OF ST. JOSEPH,

““ Dear husband of Mary! dear Nurse of her Child!
Life's ways are full weary, the desert is wild ;
Bleak sands are all round us, no home ¢an we ses |
Sweet Spouse of our Lady ! we lean upon thee.

“For thou to the pilgrim art Father and Guide,
And Jesus and Mary felt safe by thy side ;
Ah! blessed Saint Joseph! how safe should I be,
Sweet Spouse of our Lady ! if thou wert with me!

0 blessed Saint Joseph ! how great was thy worth,
The one chosen shadow of God upon earth,
The Father of Jesus—ah ! then wilt thou be,

Sweet Spouse of our Lady! a father to me?

THINK OF JERUSALEM.

‘“Thou hast not forgotten the long dreary road,
When Mary took turns with thee, bearing thy God ;
Yet light was that burden, nono lighter could ba ;
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! O canst thou bear me?

A cold, thankless hoart, and & mean love of easo,
‘What welghts, blessed Patron ! more galling than
these ?
My life, my past life, thy clear vislon may seo ;
Sweet Spouse of our Lady | O canst thou love me ?

‘0 give mo thy burden to bear for awhlle ;
Let me kiss His warm lips, and adore His swoet
smile ;
With her Babe in her arms, surely Mary will be,
Sweet Spouse of our Lady ! my pleader with thee.

‘“When the treasures of God were unsheltered on
earth ;
Safe keeping wasfound for them both in thy worth ;
O Father of Jesus! be father to me, ’
Sweet Spouse of our Lady ! and I will love thee.

““ God chose thee for Jesus and Mary—wilt thou
Forgive a poor exile for choosing thee now ?
There is no Saint in Heaven I worship like thes,
Sweet Spouse of our Lady! O deign to love me!"

THINK OF JERUSALEM.

« Remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.”—JER. li. 50.

Sons of a race beloved of God, a race of high renown,

Alas! that trampled in the dust lies your ancestral crown !
Alas! that Judah’s pride is dim, and Israel’s triumphs o’er,

The palace of their kings o’erthrown, their holy house no more !

Ye, who have loved your native hills and pleasant homes so well,
Must now away, in stranger lands, the victor’s train to swell ;

In Babel’s busy marts to toil, or languish in her keep,

Or where her streams are rolling free, your freedom’s want to weep.

Yet sorrow not with selfish grief,—Jerusalem is waste !

Her sculptured pride is cast aside, by ruthless hands defaced ;

The lambent flames have scorched her walls, the mounts have laid them low;
Let Salem’s children think of her,—deep is the parent’s woe !

She sits in solitude, who ruled, a noble queen, but now ;

The royal robe about her form, the diadem on her brow ;

Her banner waving in the breeze, with warrior hosts untold ;

But death or bonds have vanquished these, and none dares that unfold.

Think of her sunny vales, between whose banks the Kedron sweeps ;
Think of the mount upon whose brow the closing daybeam sleeps ;
Thiok of her well-trimmed hills of vine, and fields of ripening grain,
Her crowded shrine, and rites divine, and pomp of queenly train.
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Think of her, in your midnight dreams—her image be your rest !
Think of her, in your noonday toils—’twill soothe the stricken breast
Think of her, when on bended knee, God’s pitying eye you claim ;
Still worship towards the holy place, where once He set his name.

And think of Him, the Good, the True, who Egypt’s power defied,
Redeemed your fathers from the yoke, when unto him they cried :
Perchance he’ll turn again, and smile on Zion’s dreary doom,
And bid the woe-worn captives back to raise her from the tomb.

To build again those hallowed walls, and worship there in truth,
Amidst the memory-tears of age, and joyous shouts of youth ;*

To gaze upon “the goodly land,” and win its fruitful spoils ;

And wake the strain they wooed in vain, from bondage and its toils.

And have not we a home beloved ? far distant, yet how near !

That asks our thoughts while journeying on, “ pilgrims and strangers here:”
Jerusalem, thou land of light ! thou city of our King !

To thee we'll raise our ardent gaze, and strive thy songs to sing.

Thou art in truth a home for souls, in troubled world like this ;

Thou hast the Centre of their rest, the Author of their bliss ;

Thou dost not know of tears of woe, nor pain, nor death, have place ;
The grace of every joy is thine, and joy of every grace.

*Tis ours thine “ outer courts ” to tend—the threshold not the fane ;

The entrance-gate, where good men wait, more meetness to attain,

Are these in circumstance of need ? In barrenness and gloom ?

God speed the hour, whose quickening power, shall make the desert bloom.

With praise, that heaven’s own lofty truth our earthen vessels bear,
We'll mingle, for its onward course, the earnest voice of prayer.
Zion, he best remembers thee, who with uplifted eye,

Looks to that throne, where reigns alone, thine Advocate on high.

We'll think of thee,—the night is dark, and tempests are abroad ;
Faint hearted are thy chosen sons, they feebly wield the sword ;
Thy conquests are but few and far, thou art a “ bruised reed,”—
The bush through ages wrapped in flames, yet unconsumed indeed !

We'll think of thee, in bonds beneath, and yield thee filial love ;

We'll think of thee, redeemed from death, all free and fair above.

And when we burst our captive’s bond, and wings immortal wear,

We'll soar the distant hills beyond, and pay our worship there.

Streatham. J.T.
* Ezra lif, 12,
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SUN RISES & SETS.
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FAMILY BIBLE MEADING.

MEMORANDA.

Genesis 1., ii. 1—7,

Luke i. 1—25.

Gen, ii. 825, iii. 1-~19.
Luke 1. 26—56.

Gen, iii. 2024, iv. 1—24,

Luke i. 57—80.
Gen. v., vi, |—8,
Luke ii. 1—20. §
Gen. vi, 9—22, vii,
Luke ii, 2139,

Psalms,

Psalms.

Gen, viii, ix, 1—17.
Luke 1. 40—52,
Gen. ix. 18—26, Job i,
Luke iii, 1—20,

Job ii., iii.

Luke iii, 21—38.
Job iv., v.

Luke iv. 132,

Job vi., vii.

Luke iv. 33—44, v. 1—11.

Job viil.
Luke v. 12—39,

Psalms,

Psalms.

Job ix., x.

Luke vi. 1—19,
Job xi.

Luke vi. 20—49.
Job xii., xiii, 1—186,
Luke vii. 1—23.
Job xiii. 17—28, xiv.
Luke vil. 24—50.
Job xv.

Luke viii. 1—21.
Job xvi., xvii.

Luke viii, 2240,

Psalms.
Psalms,

Job xviii., xix,

Luke viii. 4656, ix. 1—6.

Job xx.

Luke ix. 7—27.

Job xxi,

Luke ix. 28—45.

Job xxii.,

Luke ix. 46—62,

Job xxiii., xxiv.

Luke x. 1—24.

Job xxv., xxvi, xxvii,

Luke x. 25-~42.
Psalms,
Psalms.
Job xxviii.

Luke xi., 128,
Job xxix., xxx.
Luke xi. 29—54,
Job xxxi.

Luke xii. 121,
Job xxxii., xxxiii,
Luke xii. 22—48.

Moon sets, 1 min, past 10, morning,
Baptist Irish Comnmittee, half-past 5,
Moon sets, 33 min. past 10, morning.
Moon rises, 23 min. past 9, cvening.
Moon sets, 2 min, past 11, morning.
Moon rises, 38 min. past 10, evening.
Moon sets, 26 m, _past 11, morning.

Moon rises, 49 min. past ll night,
Moon’s last quarter, 37 min, past 8, morn,
Mars in east, after sunset.

Sunday School Union Lessons,
Isaiah lxv., John viii, 21—50,
Jupiter in south and south-west, carly.
1840, Pcnny Post established.

Moon rises, 11 min. past 3, morning.
Fraternal meeting oF Ministers, at 4.
Moon rises, 14 mm. past 4, morning.
Moon sets, 36 min, past 1, afternoon.
Moon rises, 14 min. past 5, morning.
Moon sets, 11 m. past 2, afternoon.
Moon rises, 11 min. past 6, morning.
Moon sets, 52 min, past 2, afternoon,
Moon rises, at 7, morning.

Moon sets, 40 min. past 3, afternoon.

New Moon, 19 min, past 11, mommg
§.8.U0,2 ngs vi. 1—23, Johu ix. 1—-25.
Moon rises, 23 min, past 8, morning.
Moon sets, 30 min. past 5, afternoon.
Baptist Home Mission Commlttee at 6,
Moon sets, 32 min. past 6, evening,
London Baptist Assocratron,

New Park St., at 3, afternoon,

1840, Moses Fisher (leerpool) d., =t. 65.
Moon sets, 43 min. past 8, evemng.
Moon rises, 18 min. past 10 moruma.
Moon sets, 50 min. past 9, evening.

Moon rises, 40 min. past lO morning.
Moon sets, 57 min, past 10, evening.

Sunday School Union Lessons,

Ezekiel xxxiv., John x.

Moon’s first quarter, 40 min, past 9, morng,
1793, Louis XVI. of France beheaded.
Moon sets, 22 min. past 1, morning.
Stepney Committee at 6.

1820, Duke of Kent died, aged 52,
Young Men’s Missionary Pmyer Meeting.
Moon sets, 51 min. past 3, morning.

Moon rises, 14 min, past 1, afternoon,
Moon sets, 4 min. past 5, morning.

Moon rises, 6 min. past 2, afternoon,
Moon sets, 10 min. past 6, morning.
Moon riscs, 5 min, past 3, afternoon.

Sunday School Union Lessons,
Psalm xc, John xi.

Full Moon, 9 min. bef. 1, morning,
1547, Henry V1L died, aged 55.
1820, George I1I. died, aged 82,
Quarterly Meeting of Bapuqt Board,
1649, Charles L. beheaded, aged 48.
Moou rises, 13 min, past 8, evening,
Moon sets, 27 min. past 9, morning.
Moon rises, 30 min. past 9, evening.
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Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Thomas
Chalmers, D.Dv, LLD. By his Son-in-
law, the Iev. WiLniam Hanwna, LL.D.
Vol. I. 8vo., pp. 614. DPrice 10s. 6d.

Posthumous Works of the Itev. Tnomas
Cuawmers, D.D., LL.D. Nine Volumes.

8uvo. Price £4 14s. 6d.

No theologian has arisen this century
who has exercised a more important
influence on his contemporaries than
the late Dr. Chalmers, or whose cha-
racter it is more desirable that readers
of all ranks and denominations should
thoroughly understand. While he re-
mained in connexion with the Scottish
ecclesiastical establishment, there was
no section of the Christian church
whose chiefs did not honour him as an
effective preacher, and an able teacher
of the rising ministry; even then, the
magnanimity of his purposes, the
energy of his intellect, and the com-
prehensiveness of his charity, rendered
him an object of general esteem and
confidence among presbyterians and
episcopalians, independents and bap-
tists. The circumstances which de-
volved on him the leading part in the
heroic procedings of that memorable
May in which four hundred and seventy-
four ministers of the church of Scot-
land resigned their offices and emolu-
m.ents in compliance with the dictates
f)i conscience, and the admirable manner
In which he conducted himself amidst
tl.le difficultics of that crisis, invested
h}m with additional interest; and now,
his course having terminated, he can-
not fail to be regarded as a specimen
of. human nature which intelligent men
of every class will desire to stud
closcly, Y

It affords us pleasure to announce
YOL, XL ~—YOQURTU SERIES,

the publication of the last volume of
that interesting posthumous
which has been two years in progress,
and, at the same time, the first volume
of a detailed Memoir of his Life and
Writings, by the well-furnished mem-
ber of his domestic circle to whom the
work was delegated. The volume is
peculiarly acceptable, as it includes the
history of his early life. Comprising
the first thirty-three years of his course,
it exhibits the preparatory processes by
which he was fitted for the services he
was afterwards to perform, and dis-
closes particulars respecting his mental
history which could not with propriety
be published while he remained among
us, but without a knowledge of which
we could have but inadequate views of
the wisdom and goodness displayed to-
wards him. Some glances at his mental
history, as pourtrayed in this volume,
will we doubt not be pleasing and pro-
fitable to our readers.

It was not till he was nearly thirty
years of age that Mr. Chalmers under-
went that great change which is de-
scribed in the apostolic writings as
passing from death unto life. This is
sometimes effected so gradually, and
preceded by so much apparent con-
formity to spiritual habits, that it is
not easily perceptible to bystanders;
but in the case of Mr. Chalmers, it was
his becoming obviously, to all his
acquaintance, a new creature. He had
been from his youth open-hearted,
benevolent, discerning, and energetic;
he had been trained to observe the
forms of religion, and he had taken
upon himself the responsibilities of a
parish minister. His pastoral duties
werc discharged with professional regu-
larity; mathematics and chemistry werc

D
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1 LARLY LIFE OF

his favourite pursuits, but literary
celebrity was the object of his most
ardent desire.  This portion of his life
is, liowever, instructive.  His aspiring
temperament and inadequate success
show us a man of superior powers and
attainments restless and uneasy, dis-
satisfied with the present and without
definite aim in regard to the future.
Anxiously secking for opportunities to
distinguish himself, he found one in
accordance with his official predilec-
tions, when in the General Assembly of
1809 he delivered a brilliant speech,
advocating such advancement in the
temporal circumstances of the clergy
as might increase their “importance,”
and give “splendour and efficacy to
their exertions.” But, soon after this,
it pleased his heavenly Father to com-
mence a course of operations on his
heart, by which he was drawn towards
a Redeemer whom he had served
nominally, but whose love he had never
known. A pious uncle died suddenly,
leaving him one of his trustees, and
this was the commencement of a series
of events which will be described best
in the words of Dr. Hanna :—

“The state of his health did not admit of
Mr. Chalmers leaving Kilmany till the begin-
ning of August. He returned to Anstrutherat
the close of September, and it was some exposurc
in coming home from that second visit, which
threw him into that long, severe, and most
momentous illness, during which the first stage
of a great and entire spiritnal revolution was
accomplished in him. For four months he
never left his room ; for upwards of half a year
he never entered his pulpit; it was more than
a twelvemonth before all the duties of his parish
were again regularly discharged by him, His
illpess, which was an affection of the liver,
was such as to require the application of the
very strongest medicines. ‘X visited him,’
says Professor Duncan, ¢ at Fincraigs, where he
wasg under the medical treatment of Dr. Ram-
say of Dundee, and I certainly ncver saw any
person so much altered in the same space of
time, being then greatly attenuated, wlile
formerly he was corpulent. Ile was scarccly
able to walk acrogs the room, Tt was a year
or two before he recovered, and during that

DR. CITALMERS.

period he had much the appearnnce of an old
man, of one who would never be able egain for
much exertion.” But although the body was
thus weakened and reduced, the mind was left
in untouched vigour; and into it, now left to
its own profound and solitary’musings, there
sunk the decpest and most overpowering im-
pression of human mortality,

“ For upwards of twenty years death bad
never entered his family circle. Perhaps the
first time that he had ever stood face to face
ta presence of the last enemy, and seen the
last stroke given, was when he witnessed the
death of his brother George. But death was
now to be no stranger : alrcady had he borne
away two of the family in his cold embrace;
and two of his sisters were at this time threat-
ened with the same fatal malady. Mr. Ballar-
die had passed into eternity in a moment., It
seemed as if, once begun, the quick succession
was to go on unbroken. A panic seized the
family, as if one after another they were
doomed to fall. Partaking fully of that panic,
Mr. Chalmers believed that he was about to
die. For days and weeks he gazed upon the
death brought thus so near, with eye intent and
solemnized, ‘My coufinement,’ wrote Mr,
Chalmers, ‘has fixed on my heart a very
strong impression of the insigunificance of time
—an impression which I trust will not aban-
don me, though I again reach the heyday or
health and vigour. This should be the first
step to another impression still more salutary—
the magnitude of eternity. Strip human life
of its conmexion with a higher scene of exist-
ence, and it is the illusion of an instant, an
unmeaning farce, a series of visions and pro-
jects, and convulsive efforts, which terminate
in nothing. X have been reading Pascal’s
Thoughts on Religion : you know his history—
a man of the richest endowments, and whose
youth was signalizel by his profound and
original speculations in mathematical scicnce,
but who could stop short in the brilliant carcer
of discovery, who could resign all the splen-
dours of literary reputation, who could re-
nounce without a sigh all the distinctions
which are conferred upon genius, and resolve
to devote every talent and every hour to the
defence and illustration of the gospel. This,
my dear sir, is superior to all Greek and to all
Roman fame.” pp. 151, 152,

“Contemplated from the confines of eternity,
his past life looked to Mr, Chalmers like 2
feverish dream, the fruitless chasing of @
shadow. Blinded by the fascination of the
things seen and temporal, he had neglected the
things unscen and eternal. He had left undis-
charged the highest duties of liuman life, and
ho had despised that faith which can ulone lend
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cuduring value to its labours, and shed the
light of o satisfying hope around its close.
Ifow empty had all these bygonc years been of
God! True, he had not been wholly forget-
ful; many an adoring thought of the Almighty,
as the great Creator, Upholder, Governor of
the universe, had filled his mind, and many
grateful feelings towards his heavenly Bene-
factor had visited his heart, But that, he now
felt, was not cnough.  The clear unchallenge-
able right belonged to God over the full affec-
tion of the hcart, the unremitting obedience of
the life ; but no such affection had been enter-
tained; and it had becn but seldom that a
distinct regard to the will of God had given its
birth or its direction to any movement of his
past bListory. In name acknowledged, but in
their true nature and extent misunderstood, he
felt that his Creator’s claims over him had been
practically disallowed and dishonoured during
his whole career, The meagre and superficial
faith of former years could no longer satisfy
him. It could not stand the scrutiny of the
sick-room ; it could not bear to be confronted
with death ; it gave way under the application
of its own chosen test ; for surely, even reason
taught that if man have a God to love and
serve, and an eternity beyond death to provide
for, towards that God a supreme and abiding
sense of obligation should be cherished, and to
the providing for that eternity the whole efforts
of a lifetime should be conmsecrated. Con-
vinced of the fatal error upon which the whole
scheme of his former life had been constructed,
Mr, Chalmers resolved upon a change. He
would no longer live here as if Lere he were to
live for ever. Henceforth and habitually he
wonld recognize Lis immortality: and remem-
bering that this fleeting pilgrimage was a scene
of trial, a place of spiritual probation, he would
dedicate himself to the service of God, and live
with the high aim and purpose of one who was
in training for eternity. It wasa kind of life
which had already been realized by countless
thousauds of his fellow men, and why not by
him? It had been realized by Pascal in mak-
ing the sublime transition from the highest
walks of science to the still higher walk of
faith, It Lad been realized by those early
Christians whose lives and testimonies he was
now engaged in studying, Surrounded with
such a cloud of witnesses, a new ambition,
stronger and more absorbing than that which
had thirsted so eagerly for literary fame, fired
Mr. Chalmers’ breast. Every thought of his
hf!al't, every word of his lip, cvery action of
his life, he would heneefortls strive to regulate
under a high presiding sense of his responsibili-
.ty to God; his whole life Le would turn into a
DPreparation for eternity, With all the ardour
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of a natare which never could do anything by
halves, with all the fervour of an cnthusiasm
which had at length found an object worthy of
its whole energies at their bighest pitch of
effort, he gave himself to the great work of
sctting himself right with God. The com-
mencement of such an enterprise marks a
great and sigoal epoch in his spiritual history.
It sprung out of his; profound sense of human
mortality ; his vivid realizing of the life that
now is in its connexion with the life that is to
come ; his recognition of the supremacy which
God and the high interests of eternity should
wield over the beart and life of man. It did
not originate in any change in his speculative
belief, induced by his stndies either of the con-
tents or credentials of the bible. In the course
of that memorablec transition-period which
elapsed from the bsginning of November, 1809,
till the close of December, 1810, important
modifications in his doctrinal views were
undoubtedly effected, His partial discovery of
the pervading and defiling element of ungodli-
ness, gave him other notions of buman depra-
vity than those he bad previously entertaiued,
and prepared him not only to acquiesce in, but
to appropriate to himself representations from
which a year before he would have turned away
with disgust. And with hig altered view of
buman sinfulness, there came also an altered
view of the atonement. He was prepared now
to go farther than Le had gone before in recog-
nizing the death of Christ as a true and proper
sacrifice for sin,  Still, however, while looking
to that death for the removal of past guilt, he
believed that it lay wholly with himself after
he had been forgiven, to approve himself to
God, to win the Divine favour, to work out the
title to the heavenly inheritance, The fulland
precise effect of Christ’s obedience unto death
was not as yet disccrned. Over that central
doctrine of Christianity which tells of the
sinner’s free justification before God throngh
the merits of his Son, there hung an obscuring
mist; there was a flaw in the motive which
prompted the struggle in which Mr. Chalmers
o devotedly engaged ; there was a misconcep-
tion of the object which it was possible by such
a struggle to rcalize. More than a yecar of
fruitless toil bad to be described, ere the true
ground of a sinner’s acceptance with God was
reached,and the true principleofall acceptable ohe~
dience was implanted in his heart.” pp.153-155.

Some years afterwards, reviewing
this part of his life, Dr. Chalmers ex-
pressed himself thus, in a letter to a
friend :—

« oY stated to you that the effect of a very
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long confinement, about ten years ago, upon
myself, was to inspire me with a set of very
strennous resolutions, under which 1 wrote a
Journal, and made many a laborious cflort to
elevate my practicc to the standard of the
Divine requirements.  During  this  course,
liowever, T got little satisfaction, and felt no
repose. I remember that somewhere about the
vear 1811, I had Wilberforce’s View put into
my hands, and, as 1 got on in reading it, felt
myself on the eve of a great revolution in all
my opinions about Christianity. 1 am now
most thoroughly of opinion, and it is an opinion
founded on experience, that on the system
of—Do this and live, no peace, and even no
true and worthy obedience, can cver he
attained. It is, Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved. When this
belief enters the heart, joy and confidence center
along with it. The righteousuess which we
try to work out for ourselves eludes our impo-
tent grasp, and never can a soul arrive at true
or permancnt rest in the pursuit of this object.
The righteousness which, by faith, we put on,
sccures our acceptance with God, and secures
our interest in his promises, and gives us n part
in those sanctifying influences by which we are
cnabled to do with aid frorh on high, what we
never can do without it. 'We look to God in
a new lght —we see him as a reconciled
Father ; that love to him which terror scares
away, re-enters the bLeart, and, with a new
principle and a new power, we become new
creatures in Jesus Christ our Lord.”” pp.
185, 186.

External indications of the moment-
ous change which had taken place
within were speedily perceptible.

“His regular and earnest study of the bible
was one of the first and most noticeable effects
of Mr. Chalmers' conversion. His ncarest
neighbour and most frequent visitor was old
John Bonthron, who, having once seen better
days, was admitted to an easy and privileged
familiarity, in the exercise of which one day
before the memorable illness, Le said to Mr,
Clhalmers—*‘ I find you aye busy, sir, with one
thing or anecther, but come when I may, I
never find you at your studies for the sabbath.’
¢ Ol an hour or two on the Saturday evening
is quite enough for that, was the minister's
answer. But now the change had come, and
Jolin, on euntering the manse, often found Mr,
Clalmers poring eagerly over the pages of the
bible. The difference was too striking to
escape notice, and with the freedom given him,
wlich be was ready enough to use, Le said, <1
never come in now, sir, hut I find you aye at
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your hible,) ¢ Al too little, Joln, all tao
little,” was the significant reply.” p. 202,

Of course the change affected his
preaching, and his intercourse with his
flock. Previously, his ministry had
been unpopular, his church was poorly
attended, and his exertions were in-
effective; but afterwards he set himself
carnestly to his work, and could no
longer be content with perfunctory
services.

“The opening months of 1811, as they
brought tranguillity and establishment to his
own heart, so they gave a new character.to his
sabbath ministrations. It was not, however,
till the close of that year that the complete
re-establishment of Lis health, and the fulfil-
ment of his engagements with Dr. Brewster,
enabled him to give full time and strength to
his compositions for the pulpit. The result
was & series of discourses, a goodly number of
whicl, delivered almost verbally as originally
written, were listened to in after years by con-
gregated thousands in Glasgow, and Edinburgb,
and London, with wondering and entranced
admiration. I have heen able to trace to this
period so many of the sermons afterwards
selected by their author for publication, and
have found so fcw alterations made on the
original manuscripts in preparing them for the
press, as to he satisfied that the three final
years of his ministry at Kilmany supplied as
many, as elaborate, and as eloquent discourses,
as any other three years in the whole course of
his ministry., It was not the stimulus of
cultivated audiences, and an intelleetual sphere
—it was not the effort to win or to sustain a
widc-spread popularity—it was not the strain-
ing after originality of thought or splendour
of illustration, which gave to thcse discourses
their peculiar form and character. They were,
to a great extent, the spontaneous products of
that new love and zeal which Divine grace had
planted in his soul; the shape and texture of
their eloquence springing from the combined
operation of all Lis cnergies — intellectual,
moral, and emotional—whose native movements
were now stimulated into a more glowing
intensity of action by that controlling motive
which concentrated them all upon one single
and sublime accompaniment—the salvation of
immortal souls.” pp. 417, 418,

¢ The discovery that pardon and full recon-
ciliation with God arc offered gratuitously to
all men in Christ, had been the turning point
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in Mr. Chalmers’ own gpiritual history ; and
the most marked characteristic of his pulpit
|ninistrations after Lis conversion was the fre-
quency and fervour with which he held out to
sinners Clrist and Lis salvation as God’s free
gift, whicl it was their privilege and their duty
ot once and most gratefully to accept. Most
carnest entreaties that cvery sinner he spoke to
ghould come to Christ just as he was, and
¢bury all his fears in the sufficiency of the great
atencment,’ were reiterated on each succeeding
sabbath, presented in all possible forms, and
delivercd in all different kinds of tones and of
attitudes, He would desert for a minute or
two his manuscript, that with greater direct-
pess and familiarity of phrase, greater pointed-
ness and personality of application, he might
urge upon their acceptance the goepel invita-
tion. ¢He would bend over the pulpit,’ said
one of his old hearers, ‘and pressus to take
the gift, as if he held it that moment in his
band, and would not be satisfied till every one
of us had got possession of it, And often
when the sermon was over, and the psalm was
sung, and he rose to pronounce the blessing, he
would break out afresh with some new entreaty,
unwilling to let us go until he had made one
more effort to persuade us to accept of it.,””
pp. 417—420.

And what was the result of this, in
regard to the hearers ?

“ It wag not long till the whole aspect of the
sabbath congregations in Kilmany church way
changed. I'le stupid wonder which used to
sit on the countenances of the few villagers or
farm-servants who attended divine service, was
turned into a fixed, intelligent, and devout
attention. It was not casy for the dullest to
remain uninforraed ; for, if the preacher some-
times soared too high for the best traived of
Lis people to follow him, at other times, and
much oftener, he put the matter of Lis message
80 as to force for it an entrance into the most
sluggish understanding, Nor was it casy for
the most indifferent to remaim unmoved, as the
first. fervours of a new-born faith and love
found suchi thrilling strains in which to vent
themselves, The church hecame crowded.
The feeling grew with the numbers who shared
init, The famc of those wonderful discourses
which were now cmanating from the burning
Lips] of this new evangelist spread throughodt
the neighhourhood, till at last there was not an
adjacent purish which did not send its weekly
contribution to his ministry. Pcrsons from
extreme distances in the county found them-
sclves” side by side in the same crowded pew.
Looking over the congregation, the inhabitant
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of Dundee could generally count a dozen or
two of his fcllow townsmen around him, while
ministers from Edinburgh or Glasgow were
occasionally detected among the crowd,

“ All this told distinctly enough of thae
popularity of the preacher; but within the
parish, and es the effect of such a ministry ay
bas been now described, what were the epiritual
results ?—Too delicate a question this for any
full or satisfactory reply ; hut of one sabbath’s
service we shall tell the fruits. It was in tle
spring of 1812, and the preacher’s text was
John iii. 16,—¢ God so loved the world, that he
gave his only hegotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should ot perish, but have
everlasting life,” Two youog men heard this
sermon, the one the son of a farmer in the
parish, the other the son of one of the villagers,
They met as the congregation dispersed.
¢ Did you feel anything particularly in church
to-day ?’ Alexander Paterson said to his ac-
quaintance, Robert Edie, as they found them-
selves alone upon the road. ‘I mnever, he
continued, ¢felt myself to be a lost sinner till
to-day, when I was listening to that sermon.’
¢ It is very strange,” said his companion, ¢it was
just the same with me,” They were near a
plantation, into which they wandered, as the
conversation proceeded. Hidden at last from
all haman sight, it was proposed that thcy
should join in prayer. Screened by the opening
foliage, they knelt on the fresh green sod, and
poured out in turn their earnest petitions to
the hearer and answerer of prager. Both datel
their conversion from that day. Alexander
Paterson went shortly afterwards to reside in
the neighbouring parish of Dairsie, but attended
regularly on the sabbath at Kilmany church.
His friend, Robert Edie, generally convoyed
him part of the way home. About one hun-
dred yards from the read along which they
travelled, in the thickly-screencd seclusion of
a close plantation, and under the shade of a
branching fir-tree, the two friends found a quict
retreat, where, each returning sabbath evening,
the eye that seeth in secret looked down upon
these two youthful disciples of the Saviour on
their knees, and for an hour their ardent pragyers
alternately ascended to the throne of grace.
The practice was continued for years, till a
private footpath of their own had been opened
to the trysting-treec; and when, a few years
ago, after long absence on the part of both,
they met at Kilmany, at Mr, Edie’s suggestion
they re-visited the spot, and renmewing the
sacred exercise, offered up their juint thanks-
givings to that God who had kept them by his
groce, and iu their ‘scparate spheres had
Lonoured cach of them with usefulness in the
church. Mr, Paterson has now laboured for
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twenty-two years as a missionary in the Canon-
gnte of Edinburgh, not without many pleasing
cvidences that his labours have been blessed ;
and I have reason to believe that by his efforts
in behall of bible and missionary societics,
through means of sabbath schools and prayer-
meetings, and by the light of a guiding and
consistent example, Mr, Edie’s life, wbile one
of active industry, had also been one of devoted
Christian usefulness.” pp. 427—430.

The surrounding clergy, however,
proclaimed that he was mad; and this
was belicved and reported, even after he
had entered upon another scene of la-
bour.

“ A gentleman and his wife, one sabbath,
going to church in Glasgow, met a friend who
spoke to them, and inquired where thcy were
going. They said, ¢ To hear Dr. Chalmers.’
He said, ¢ What! to lear that madman?’
They said, if be would agree to go with them,
and hear Dr. Chalmers for once, and if after
that be persisted in talking in such a manner
of him, they would never dispute the matter
with him again, He accompanicd them ; and,
singular to relate, it Lappened that, when Dr,
Chalmers entered the pulpit that day, he gave
out as his text, ‘1 am not mad, most noble
Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and
soberness ;7 and the gentleman, who I rather
think was a medical man, became from that
day a changed man,—a convert to evangelical
Cliristiapity.” pp. 504, 505.

A few sentences descriptive of the
cffects of his ministry in the two
different periods into which it was
divided, as given by himself in his
Farewell Sermon at Kilmany, deserves
to be read again and again, especially in
a time of religious languor.

¢ And here I cannot but record the effect of an
actual though undesigned experiment whicl I
prosecuted for upwards of twelve years among
you. For the greater part of that time I could
expatiate on the meanaess of dishonesty, on the
villany of falsehood, on the despicable arts of
calumny ; in a word, upon all those deformities
of character which awaken the natural indigna-
tion of the Lhuman heart against the pests and
the disturbers of Luman society. Now could T,
upon the strength of these warm expostula-
tivns, bave got the thief to give up his stealing,
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and the evil speaker his censoriousness, and the
liar his deviations from trutly, I should have {elt
all the repose of one who had gotten his ulti-
mate object. It never occurred to me, that all
this might Lave been done, and yet the soul of
every learer have remained in full alienation
from God, and that even could I lLave esta-
blished in the bosom of one who stole, such a
principle of abliorrence at the meanness of dis-
honesty that Le was prevailed upon to steal no
more, lie might still have retained a Leart as
completely unturned to God, and as totally un-
possessed by a principle of love to Him as
betore. In a word, though I might Lave made
Lim a more upright and honourable man, I
might have left Lim as destitute of the essence
of rcligious principle as ever. Dut the inter-
esting fact is, that ‘during the whole of that
period in which I made no attempt against the
natural enmity of the mind to God, while I
was inattentive to the way in which this enmity
is dissolved; even by the free offer on the one
hand, and the believing acceptance on the other,
of the gospel salvation ; while Clrist through
whose blood the sinner, who by nature stands
afar off, is brought near to the Leavenly law-
giver whom he has offended, was searcely ever
spoken of, or spoken of in such a way as strip-
ped bim of all the importance of his character
and his offices, even at this time I certainly did
press the reformations of honour, and truth, and
integrity, among my people; but I never once
heard of any such reformations having been
cffected amongst them. If there was anything
at all brought about in this way, it was more
than ever I got any account of. I am not
sensible that all the vehemence with which I
nrged the virtues and the proprieties of social
life, had the weight of a feather on the moral
habits of my parishioners. And it was not till
I got impressed by the utter alienation of the
heart in all its desires and affections from God;
it was not till reconciliation to him hecame the
distinct and the prominent object of my minis-
terial exertions; it was not till I took the
scriptural way of Jaying the method of recon-
ciliation before tliem; it was not till the free
offer of forgiveness through the blood of Christ
was urged upon their acceptance, and the Holy
Spirit given through the channel of Christ’s
mediatorship to all who ask lim wag set before
them as the unceasing object of their depend-
ence and their prayers ; in one word, it was not
till the contemplations of my people were turned
to these great and cssential clements in the
business of a soul providing for its interest with
God and the concerns of ita eternity,fthat I
ever licard of uny of those subordinate reforma-
tions which 1 aforetime made the carnest and
the zcalous, but 1 am afraid at the same time
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{he ultimate object of my earlier ministrations.
Yeservants,whose scrupulous fidelity has now at-
tracted the notice, snd drawn forth in my hear-
ing a delightful testimony from your masters,
what mischief you would have done, had your
zenl for doctrines and sacraments been accom-
panied by the sloth and the remissness, and
what, in the prevailing toae of moral relaxa-
tion, is counted the allowable purloining of your
carlier days! But a sense of your heavenly
master’s eye has brought another influence to
bear upon you; and while you are thus striving
to adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in
all things, you may, poor as you are, reclaim
the great ones of the land to the acknowledg-
ment of the faith. You have at least taught
me that to preach Christ is the ounly effective
way of preaching morality in all its branches;
and out of your humble cottages have I gathered
a lesson, which I pray God I may be enabled to
carry with all its simplicity into a wider theatre,
and to bring with all the power of its subduing
efficacy upon the vices of a more crowded

population. pp. 430—432.

We hope to have other opportunities
of directing attention to ‘the career of

NOTICES. 23

this honoured servant of the Redeemer,
as subscquent portions of the memoir
appear. Of the successive volumes of
hig Posthumous Works we have spoken
repeatedly, and were we now to add
anything it would be to renew our cor-
dial recommendation of that which
scems likely to be the most permanently
useful of all his publications—the Insti-
tutes of Theology. Our attachment to
works of this class is not strong, and
our expectations from these two volumes
were not sanguine; but we have found
in them such an avoidance of the evils
with which systematic theology is
generally combined, so much humility
connected with gpiritual discernment,
and such warm effusions from a heart
steeped in New Testament influenccs,
that we should be sorry to neglect a
fair opportunity of mentioning them to
any fellow Christians who value our
opinion.

BRIEF NOTICES.

New Polyglott Bible. The Holy Bible: con-
taining the Old and New Testamen's, accord-
ing to the Authorized Version, With Mar-
qinal  Readings, and wupwards of Fifty
Thousand Verified References to Parallel
and Illustrative Passages. The Historical
Connection of the Old and New Testaments,
to which is added a series of Useful Tables,
intended to illustrate the Sacred Text,
Glasgow: W. R. M‘Phun. 1849.

The Psalms of David, imitated in New Testa-
ment Language, together with Hymns und
Spiritual ‘Songs. In three DBooks, By the
Rev. Isaac Watts, D.D. London: Printed
and Sold by J. Haddon, Castle S.reet,
Finsbury, 1849,

A Sclection of Hymns for the use of Daplist
Congregations : intended as a Supplement to
Dr. Watts's Psalms and Hymnus. The
Forty-third, being an improved and Enlarged
E'd}tzon of the New Selection, London :
Printed and sold for the Trustees, by
J. Haddon, Castle Street, IMinsbury, and by
all Booksellers, 1849,

These three books bound together so as to
make a landsome and yet portable volume, as
now kept for sale by Mr. Haddon, have, to our

personal  knowledge, cansed young eyes to
glisten. 'We have seen the effect produced and
can fully accouat for it, there heing an obvious
convenience, as the purveyors for the young
geople of other denominations have fouud, ia

aving in one pair of covers, all the chapters,
hymns, and psalms, that are needed at the place
of worship to which we are attached. The type,
cven for the bible, which i3 smaller than that
used for the hymns, is sufficiently clear for the
purpose ; thongh for much continuous reading,
a larger would be preferred by seniors whose
sight has begun to decay. A few maps are in-
serted, on thin paper, which, like the tabular
matter, add to the uscfulness of the volume
wilhout making any perceptible addition to its
bulk.

The Comprehensive Pocket Bible, containing the
Old and New Testaments, Translated out of
the Original Tongues, and with the former
Translations diligently compured and revised.
With Explanatory Notes, §¢. By D. Davip-
soN. Author of the Pocket Commentary,
Diblical Dictionary, §c. §e.  Fdiuburgl:
Printed and Published by James Brydone,
South Hanover Street, 1848,

This is a highly respectable work, though
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!css adapted Lo the use of young pevsons beloug-
Ing to our congregations than that which we
have just noticed, the poetic supplement con-
sisting of the Psalms and Paraphirases according
to the version approved by the Church of Scot-
land and used in its worship.  The editor has,
however, brought into a small compass a great
deal of information which a large poition of the
public will value, There are several prelimi-
nary dissertations, which though bricf, will be
found instructive; and foot-notes are appended
throughout, intended ¢ to remove the principal
difﬁctﬁties of the text—to clear up those obscu-
rities which occur to minds not familiar with
biblical criticism and theology—to reconcile
apparent contradictions—to ascertain the signi-
fication of parables, figures, and symbols—and
to point out the aptitude of the allusions to the
customs, manners, costume, and general pur-
suits of those to whom the scriptures were first
addressed, also to the history, productions,
climates, and natural features of the countrics
whlich they inhabited.”

Lan The Book of the Prophet Joel. London :
/4
Samuel Bagster and Sons.  8vo., pp. 20.

The prophecy of Joel being throughout
poetical aud well adapted to show the advan-
tages of a poetical arrangement of the prophets,
lias been selected for this purpose, and printed
in parallelisms. 1t is justly obscrved, that itis
only custom which hinders us from secing how
much we lose in not having the Hebrew pro-
plets poetically arranged. The printing is
bsautifully exccuted, presenting the points and
accents to the eye quite legibly; the text is
that of Van der Hooght, with a few of the more
important readings from Kennicott and De
Rossi at the foot of each page. This small
publication caunot fail to be acccptable to
Helrew students ; may we hope that it will be
foliowed by the other prophetical books in
similar style ?

The Bible of Fvery Land; or a History Criti-
cal and Philological, of all the Versions of the
Sacred Scriptures, in every Language and
Dialect into which Translations have been
mede : with Specimen Portions in their own
charucters, and Et/mographical Maps. Puarts
VIand VII. London: Bagster aud Sons,
4to,

As this work proceede, the extent of the
resources on which the editor has to draw
becomes increasingly apparent. His materials
are abundaat, and he knows where to find them
wlen they are wanted. Information so various
and comprehensive, illustrative of the diffusion
of scriptural light amoug the vativns, could not
bave Leen given at an carlier period of the
world's Listory had it been attempted, and the
effort now being made will satisfy all reasonable
expectations.  The portion before us includes
the Celtic and Teutonic familics, comprising
the Welsh, Gaclic, Irish, Anglo-Saxon, English,
Gotbic, Danish, Dutcl, Flemish, German, Ice-
landic, and Swedish versions, many specimens
of which are given, with much interesting in-
formation respecting the circuinstances in which
they have appeared, and the couutrics through
which they bave circulated,

BRIEY NOTICES

The Tabernacle of Israel: its Holy Farniture
and Vessels. Drawn on a Uniform Scale;
with Coloured Metallic Itluminations of Gold,
Silver, Brass, §e. To represent as nearly
as possible the costly materials of the original,
London : Bagster and Sons, [folio, Part I.

The thought of such ornaments for a drawing-
room table as arc lLere furnished, calls to re-
membrance the prediction, ¢ In that day shall
there be upon the bells of the porses *Holiness
unto the Lord.”” Ability to pourtray beauti-
fully magnificent utensils is consecrated in this
case to the lLoliest uses, Representations first
of the ark with its coverings, and sccondly of
the brazen altar with its accompaniments,
executed in the first style of art upon the finest
drawing paper, are accompanied by letter-press
observations which evinee a conviction of the
immeasurable superiority of new covenant bles-
sings and the ministration of the Spirit.

The Faithful Servant Rewarded. A -Sermon
preached in St. Andrew's Chapel, Cambridge,
August 19, 1849. By RorerT Rorr. Occa-
sioned by the Death of the late Mr. William
Adams.  Published by request. Cambridge :
Johnson, 8vo. p. 30.

A serious, devout, and evangelical discourse,
on tbe Character and the Reward of a Servant
of Christ. Having shown that true Christians
are servants of Christ, that the ground of the
Redesmer’s right to the service of his followers
is laid, first in their redemption and regencra-
tion, and then in their own voluutary choice,
and illustrated the ways in which fidelity will
display itself, Mr. Roff observes that thrce
things are included in the faithful servant’s
reward as described in the text. 1. Approba-
tion of past devotedress. 2. Elevation to higher
services. 3. [otroduction to present blessed-
ness. These prospects are made the basis of
suitable counscls and cousolations.

The Eclectic Review. December, 1§49. Lon-
don: Ward and Co.

With sorrow we contemplate these sheets ny
the last of the series to which they belong, It
seems but a little while since we were cager to
receive the first number that was to B‘PI)Clu‘
under the superintendence of the heloved friend
wlho bad undertaken the cditorship; thirtcen
years have elapsed, it appears, and now the
statc of his constitution requires that he should
step into rctirement and give place to a suc-
cesgor, May Lis rcmaining days be spent in
the peaccful enjoyment of those principles
whicﬁ he bas laboured to promulgate! What
may be the abilities or the achievements of the
man that is to come after him we know not,
and at present his name must not be mention-
ed; but of this we are persuaded, that the
readers of the Lclectic will never Lave to con-
gratulate themselves upon an editor of more
benevolence, iutegritg. and directness of pur-

ose, than Thomas Price, He anticipates for
1, however, a continuance iu the same course
as he has pursucd.  “In relinquishing my
post,” says our fricnd, ‘it is some consolation
to reflect, that the circulation of the ¢ Eclectic’
is considerably greater than when the journal
came iuto ny hunds, and that its future con-
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{Il maintain all its distinguishing prin-
giupclgsw;hcologicu], ccclesiastical, and political.
To it; future editor I cordially invite the con-
fidence and friendly support of my readers.”

ul; a Magazine for the People, Vol
T/lIte;.ppeJuly to December, 1849. Leeds:
12mo., pp. 72. Price Fourpence-halfpenny.

Thie little periodical is published expressly
for readers who do not make a profession of re-
ligion. The short pieces of w ich it congists
are evangelical, simple, and lively, adapted to
attract the attention of: persons who are not
much accustomed to thlnk}ng, and to make a
beneficial impression on their hearts. Weknow
of nothing better fitted for the purpose, or
worthy of more cordial and unhesitating re-
commendation, We should be glad to know
that every church in the kingdom made syste-
matic exertions for its circulation, It is issued
in two forms: a number is published on the
first day of every month, price one halfpenny ;
and the numbers for the half year are sold to-
gether, iu stiff covers, a form very suitable for
lending.

Memoirs of Eminent Sunday School Teachers.
With Two Essays: I, On the Importance
of Sunday Schools. II, On the Office of
A{unday chool Teaching, By the Rev.
Tnomas ToaesoN, Author of “ The Com-
panion to the Bible,” ““ The Youth’s Key to
the Bible,” ¢ British Ecclesiastical History,”
&e. Second Thousand, London: Snow.
vp. 376.

In our numher for May last, we had the
pleasure of giving to the former edition of this
work a warm recommendation, which we now
cordially renew.

Plants and Trees of Secripture.
R.T.S. Monthly Series,

The design of this work is to furnish o de-
scription of the trees, shrubs, and other veget-
able productions referred to in the sacred
volume, rectifying misapprehensions  arising
from the limited acquaintance with oriental
botany of the translators and interpreters of
former days, ‘The stylc in which it is written
is clear and neat; the author is evidently fami-
liar with the best books on the subjects of which
he treats, and he has furnished much valuable
illustration of scripture in a form sufficiently
popular for general use.

British Fish and Fisheries.
Moanthly Serics. Sixpence.

A descriftive account of the fish in our rivers
and around our coasts, the manner in which
they are caught, and the purposes to which
they are applicd,

London :
Sixpence.

London: R.T.S.

4 Voice to the Churches on the Present Condi-
tion of those who have been Pupils in our
Sunday' Schools : with Suggestionsto Pastors,
Sunday School Teachers, and Committees,
as to the methods best adapted to Preserve or
J\ft‘vwe their Sympathies in the Sunday
School Cause, By Jonn Monison, D.D.,
L‘L.D. Loudon. “pp. 27, Price 3d.

The active zeal of the writer on behalf of
VOL. XIII. —FOURTII SLRIES,
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Sunday echools is well known to their friends,
and we have pleasure in certifying that his pas-
toral experience and habits ofyobscrvation have
led him to make saggestions on behalf of young
people who have ceased to attend in these
institutions, which may be turned to excellent
account.

A New Sacred Ode for Christmas, Composed
with an Accompaniment for the Organ or
Piano Forte, By WirLiax Birp, Author
Lg'“ Original Psalmody,” &c. &c. London:

ocks and Co, Sold by the Author, 64,
‘White Lion Street, Pentonville,

The author of this piece, who is also the
editor of ¢ The Beauties of Psalmody,” has
long been known in some parts of the country
and in the metropolis as a singer and composer
of congregational tunes. This ode, and an
anthem from the 133rd Psalm which is append-
ed to it, partaking of the same spirit as his
earlier productions, will call to the minds of
his friends some of the pleasures of past days,
and diversify agreeably their musical enjoy-
ments.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Approbed.

[Tt should be understood that insertion in this list is not a
mere onnouncement: it expresses approbation of the works
enumerated,—not of course extending to every particular, bat
an approbation of their general character and tendency.}

The Sabbatb School Teacher’s Reward. Written
by J. S. FearseastonNE. Composed for Fonr
Voices, arranged with a Separate Accompaniment
for the Organ or Piano Forte, and Dedicated to
Sahbath School Teachers. By Joun Kino. Lon-
don. Price2s. pp. 6. Folio.

The Philosophy of Food and Nutrition in Plantg
and Animals. By the Rev. EpwiN SipNev, M.A,
Author of ‘ Electricity,” and ¢ Blights of the
Wheat and their Remedies.”  Loadon: R.T.S.
16mo., pp. 192,

The Sabbath a Day of Rejoicing. A Discourse,
by the Rev. A. RenNIsoN, A.M., Minister of the
Laigh Parish, Paisley. Pirice 6d.

The Church. Vol. III
IHeaton, 7, Briggate.

1849.  Leeds: Joln

The Appeal; a Magazine for the People. Janu-
ary, 1850. Leeds ; Healon.

The Mother's Friend. A Monthly Magazine, to
Aid and Encourage those Mothers who have Littloe
Time to Read and Little Money to Spend on Books.
Edited Ly ANN Jane. Vol, II. Zondon: B. L.
Green.  pp. 244.

The Teacher’s Offering for 1849. Zondon: Tard
and Co. pp. 280.

A Volume for All,  The Family Economist, con-
taining Original Articles by the Best Writers on
Domestic LEconomy, Education, Sanitary Reform,
Cottage Gardening and Farming, also Social Sketches,
Moral Tales, and Valuable Household Recipns.
Vol. TI. 1849, London: Groombridge and Sons.
pp. 236,

E
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CANADA.
THE STATE OF RELIGION IN CANADA.

The Rev. F. Bosworth, M.A., whose ser-
vices as Classical Tutor in the College at
Montreal have often been mentioned, being
on a visit to this country, we have requested
him to furnish us with a bird’s-eye view of
the state of religion in Canada, and he has
favoured us with the following paragraphs:—

Many causes concur in rendering the posi-
tion of Canada, in a religious point of view,
somewhat an anomalous one. The difficul-
ties to be surmounted in the dissemination of
the truth are either peculiar to the province,
or more formidable than in any other coun-
try, perhaps, where the English language is
spoken.

To the pressure of these difficulties is it
owing that the state of religion there must
be pronounced to be anything but encourag-
ing. A reference to some of the most power-
ful of these hindrances will, doubtless, serve
best to exhibit the present posture of affairs
in Canada.

Within the province ignorance and fanati-
cism abound to a most alarming extent. In
no country in the world, perhaps, where the
facilities for acquiring information areasgreat,
is there so slight an acquaintance with the
standard literature of the age and so great a
distaste for mental effort. The country is
deluged with the cheap, trashy publications
which daily issue from the presses of the
United States. Every week’s express brings
large quantities of novels to the exclusion,
almost, of any works of lasting interest and
value. They are to be found in the hotels
and on the steamers in all parts of the pro-
vince, silently yet surely producing their per-
nicious effccts, unrestrained by any taste for
higher literature, or by that safeguard against
the morbid excitement of the imagination
which a thorough course of mental training
supplies. Indeed, so great isthe demand for
these publications that the booksellers hesitate
not to regard this branch of their business as
necessary to their success.

Nor is this all. The schools throughout
the country, with some pleasing exceptions,
are wretchedly ineflicient. In many sections
the choice of a schoolmaster does not depend
on the possession of sufficicnt information for
the discharge of his responsible duties and on
an aptitude to teach, but on the smallness of
the sum for which his Jabours can be ensured,
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Teaching thus becomes too often the dernier
resort of the indolent and the worthless.

With mental powers undeveloped, and
habits of indolence in the exercise of the
thoughts induced, it cannot be surprising that
even professors of religion must not, at least
in the country parts, be exempted from the
charge of ignorance. The Canadians are not
a reading people, nor are Canadian Christians
in general deep and prayerful students of the
bible. Their religion is one rather of feeling
than of intelligent assent; hence their attain-
ments are superficial, not profound.

Need it be wondered at then that the
wildest notions to which an unrestrained and
excited imagination can give rise, find in
Canada a congenial soil ? The vast extent
of frontier (and, in new countries at least,
such districts are pre-eminently the abodes of
ignorance and fanaticism) renders the intro-
duction and transmission of the crudest
dogmas and the most licentious doctrines
peculiarly easy. Thusin some parts of the
eastern townships the © Millerite ” delusion
reached its height some few years since in acts
of extravagance almost surpassing belief. In
almost every corner of the province univers-
alists are found insidiously and zealously
propagating their fearful doctrines, and fre-
quently, with honesty at least, practically
exhibiting their belief in the salvation of the
vilest, irrespective of faith in Christ. One of
their preachers once affirmed to a missionary,
that were the parricide to terminate at once
his career and his crimes by taking his own
life he would immediately be “reccived up
into glory.” Then there are the Campbell-
ites, Christians, Mormons, and sceptics of
every shade, from the deist to the infidel, un-
settling the minds of men too little fortified,
alas, by solid information of any kind.

This craving after excitement rather than
instruction manifests itself in the fondness
which is frequently exhibited for religious
services of a more exciting nature than those
of a stated ministry, and for a style of preach-
ing abounding in anecdotes and in harrowing
appeals to the feelings, in a word, for sound
rather than sense,

The sad want of liberalityin the mainten-
ance of stated worship is another hindrance
to the progress of the truth, The emigrant
part of the population having left their native
land to better their circumstances, too often
slight the public services of religion, and with
reluctance contribute to their maintenance.
Whercas the natives and old settlers knowing
well the scarcity of money in the province
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are careful to keep it, These remarks apply
too often, alas! to the professors of religion.
PBesides this, it must be borne in mind that
numbcrs of the founders of churches in the
country were farmers, whose ministrations
werc entirely gratuitous—that very many
such preachers are now zealously and disin-
terestedly labouring in various parts—and
that several religious bodies foster, not inten-
tionally perhaps, this spirit of illiberality by
fully sustaining their ministers or missionaries,
In Canada generally preaching must be cheap
in order to be enjoyed. Of course there are
very many pleasing exceptions, but this is
the prevailing sentiment. A few instances
of the want of Christian liberality will not
be improper.  An excellent missionary with
deep gratitude wrote home to his society
informing them that his people had engaged
to raise him £70. Years have passed away
since then, but thirty of the seventy only
have been received. A laborious pastor once
confessed that all the money he had received
dwiing the year was £2. Another, as the
pecuniary result of a year’s labour—during
which six or seven services were held weekly
—obtained a horse and forty dollars. As
their pastor had been ill some of his church
engaged to pay the doctors bill, and how ?
The grain with which payment was
to be made was so utterly worthless that
respect alone for the minister prevented the
medical man from throwing it into the road.
The plan is to pay the pastor, not in money,
but in pork, butter, apples, firewood, hay,
&c.  And frequently is it the case that
the articles sent are not only very bad, but
the prices exorbitant, -Any conduet, nay,
cven trickery, seems to be allowable, by
whichthe pastor’s claims can be most easily met.

Under these circumstances the duty of the
nissionary becomes very trying, and want is
often severely felt. If he does not complain
his people will half starve him. If remon-
strance be made offence is taken, for there is
nothing respecting which men’s minds,
throughout the province, are more susceptible
than that which relates to the pocket. If
full support be obtained elsewhere the evil is,
and ever will be, unredressed. The only
I’lﬂusﬂﬂe plan is partially to support an in-
defatigable ministry whose chief aim ghall be
to cngage the affections of the young, and
make them the objects of his prayerful solici-
tude and untiring efforts, 1In the young is
the hope of Canada.

The third and the greatest hindrance to the
brogress of the truth in Canada, to which
Teference will now be made, arises from its
mired population.

_There are to be found the natives of various
chme; not as yet amalgamated. The names
American, English, Scotch, and Irish, are not
et merged into that of Canadian. National
Untipathies and manners are very strong. A
dispute arising from such a source led to the
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exclusion of all the British members from a
church in the province. Another was rent
asunder because while the American mem-
bers insisted on females and males sitting in
separate parts of the house of worship, the
old-country members indignantly opposed the
measure, It is often the case where Scotch
members predominate in a church, no minig-
ter is regarded with much favour whose birth
has not taken place north of the Tweed.
Should, on the other hand, Americans out-
number, a minister from the States must be
procured.

A still greater evil arising from such a
mixed, disunited population is the great
diversity of religious belief and practice,
Few see alike, few act alike. Hence reli-
gious bodies are very numerous and very
small. In Montreal, for instance, there arc
upwards of twenty protestant places of
worship to perhaps fifteen thousand protes-
tants. Guelph, with a population of two or
three thousand, has nine separate churches.
In Paris, whose inhabitants are scarcely
more than fifteen hundred, there are
five resident ministers and six churches, when
two might amply discharge all the duties
required. And what i3 worse still, not only
are denominations numerous, but even these
are subdivided. Thus in a town of three
thousand persons there are three presby-
terian ministers, two methodist, and two
independent. Under these circumstances
united efforts for the common cause
are scarcely to be looked for. Petty quarrels
and jealousies exhaust the energies required
for far more important objects. And still
further, in churches thus necessarily small,
the varieties of belief, manners, &e., are so
great, that but little unanimity is enjoyed,
and if peace prevails the elements of disorder
are at hand. Of course in the country, and
especially in the back townships, this super-
abundance of preaching i3 not enjoyed. On
the contrary, a lamentable deficiency is felt.

Many of these evils time will cure.
National antipathies will soon subside, and
with the increase of population, churches will
become more harmonions and numerous.
Yet it must not be concealed that the present
is a period of momentous import to Canada.
The youthful energies of a rising nation mus¢
now be directed. The characteristics of a
great people will now be formed. To no
higher or holier mission can the energies of
the pious be turned. In no field of labour,
perhaps, may success, with self-denial and
hard labour indeed, be expected with greater
probability. The yearnings of a Briton’s
heart cannot, must not, but be felt towards
the adopted country of DBritain's sons—a
country which, with others, is destined to
perpetuate the name of our fatherland, and
to exert a powcrful influence in the civilization
and evangelizing of the world when we are no
more.
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NOVA SCOTIA, &¢.

A deputation from the friends of religious
and secular education in the lower provinces
of British North America, viz., Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island,
now in this country, have requested the in-
sertion of the following statement,

“1In the year 1828, a few persons, deeply
deploring the lamentable destitution of their
country, in regard to the means of mental
culture, commenced, under many disadvan-
tages, a seminary of learning, designed for the
masses of the people, alike open to all, with-
out reference to sect or party. This institu-
tion, situated in a new country, has had to
contend with many obstacles, but, notwith-
standing, it has gradually expanded into a
college, of an enlarged and most useful
character, designated, ¢Acadia College,
having for its object the preparation of young
men to take charge of the primary schools of
the country, the mental improvement in the
higher branches of science of such as design
to enter upon the learned professions, and
theological training to candidates for the
Christian ministry ; all of which has been
done to an extent highly creditable to the
institution, and exceedingly beneficial to the
people. In pursuit of these objects, the
governors of the college have been sustained
by voluntary contributions from the old as
well as from the new world.

“In order to show the present financial
position of the institution, it may be necessary
to make the following statement of account,
viz. :

£ & d.
Cost of college and academy, bnildings,

land, &ec., from the commencement
in 1828, to the present period, 21

years 5000 0 O
Expenditure di g that p T
maintaining the ingtitution......... 14123 0 0
£19,123 0 0
The tolal reeeipts doring that period,
for liquidation of cost of buildings,
end to meet the annual expenditure,
including £800 collected by the Rev.
John Pryor, in Great Britain, in
1844-5, have been .....cccvenunien peerrnres 16,504 0 0
Leaving a balance now owing by the
institution of ....cceevicviimisiiniiiiiiin. 2619 0 0O

And which shows an ave

nnual expenditure of
£909, and income of £786.

“The deficiency of income here exhibited
has gradually accumulated, and is -easily
explained, the main cause being the failure
of the crops of the country for a number of
years, impoverishing the ability, but by no
means the interest, of its supporters., The
governors and friends of the college have
painfully witnessed this increase, and while
since its commencement the most rigid
economy has heen observed, it is intended in
future to practise still further that frugality
of expenditure which it is hoped will place
the same on a level with its income, To
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accomplish this, tho collegiate department is
now separated from the acadeniical, and in
future will Le sustained for about £500
sterling per annum, to meet which there is a
yearly income from subscriptions and other
sources, of £450, leaving a small balanco
which will be made up by extra efforts. The
academical department, it is expected, will in
future be self-sustaining.

¢ It may be here stated that, independently
of hundreds who have received the advantages
of instruction at the collegiate academy, 89
students have graduated; L1 of whom are now
successful preachers of the gospel, 11 others,
of pious character, are designed for the same
elevated calling, 30 are devoted to the im-
portant business of instructing the youth of
the country, and the remainder of the number
are engaged in various professional and other
vocations in life. During the present year,
28 students have attended the college classes,
and about 75 the academical department.
The population of the three provinces, viz,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and P. E.
Island, is not far short of 500,000, at least
one fifth of which number is deeply interested
in the prosperity of this Institution. In fact,
the civil and religious well-being of that large
section of British North America, is identi-
fied to a great extent with its suecess.

“To finish the college buildings, now in
progress, and to render it efficient in all its
departments, £1,500 are required; which,
added to the amount of debt above stated,
£2,619, makes £4,119 sterling.

¢ To raise this amount, efforts are being
made in Great Britain, the United States,
and the British Provinces in North America.
The deputation to Great Britain is now here,
for the purpose of making an appeal ; in sup-
port of which, in addition to what bhas
already been stated, they may observe,
that among many disadvantages to which
the colonies are subjected, none have more
materially retarded their improvement than
their inadequate and defective means of
education. Affected by this consideration,
aged ministers of the gospel, themselves
without the benefit of a scholastic education,
but who, in the infancy of these colonies, had
been the honoured instruments of spreading
the gospel through the wilderness, about
twenty years ago aroused their brethren to
the duty of meeting the necessities of an
advancing state of society, by placing the
means of education within the reach of their
youth. Hence arose the institution, whose
claims are now presented to the friends in
Great Britain, No country was ever 1n
circumstances that more imperatively de-
manded for its advancement the means of
extended education, than the British North
American Provinces, and the great object of
those who have engaged in the cause has
been, to offer the benefits of instruction to
the hody of the people throughout the
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in a manner calculated to sccure
:]?:ir:-"cy(:nﬁdence and affection, and to meet
their limited pecuninry means.  Again, when
we look at the asylum which the western
world nffords to thousands of wandering
emigrants, who annually flock from Britain
to its shores, and there find a h.om.e, the
founders and supporters, of the institution do
conceive that the influence diffused therefrom
will be decply appreciated by all who love
education, not only for its own sake, but who
value it in its connection with the extension
of civil and religious liberty, and appreciate
it in its power to aid the church of God in
her exertions, instrumentally for the salvation
of the world.”

Letters of commendation from the Rev. E.
A.CrawirEY,D.D., Hon.J. W.JornsTON,and
other gentlemen of the provinces, addressed
to different societies and individuals in the
United Kingdom, are in possession of the
deputation.

ORDINATIONS.
CHELSEA,

1t was announced a little more than twelve
months ago that the editor of this. Magazine
was making an effort to revive the congrega-
tion at Paradise Chapel, Queen’s Road,
Chelsea, which had become very small and
was greatly dispirited. During the year for
which he undertook the pastorate a few were
baptized, and others were received by letter
from different churches, the number of hear-
ers meanwhile gradually increasing. At the
expiration of the period, the church, consist-
ing then of fifty-eight members, unanimous-
ly and earnestly rcquested him to take the
office permanently. Two brethren who had
recently been added, and had previously
sustained the deacon’s office elsewhere, and
two who had acted as assistants to the
deacons formerly, consented to take the
deaconship now in conjunction with one who
had been for some time sole deacon; and
this having been done harmonijously, Mr.
Groser thought it his duty to accept office as
pastor.  On the 15th of December a special
meeting was held to implore the divine bles-
sing on these arrangements, Dr. Morison
of Brompton had engaged to address the
deacons on the occasion, and Dr. Cox of
Hackney the church ; but the former being
disabled by illness, the latter kindly per-
formed both services, and Mr, Brown,

esleyan minister of Chelsea, Mr. Soule of
Ba.ttersea,'and Mr. Leechman of Hammer-
smith, united in offering appropriate and
fervent Prayers.

DURSLEM,

The Rev._ W. Barker late of Cradley,
Worcestersbu'e, has rccepted the invitation
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of the baptist church, Burslem, and com-
menced his stated labours among them on
the 25th November, 1849.

RECENT DEATHS.
MRS. JOHN STOCK.

The subject of the following brief notice
was born at Spalding in Lincolnsbire, on the
15th April, 1822. From her childhood she
wag carefully instructed in the religion of
Jesus, nor were her anxious parents left
without early evidence that their labours for
her soul’s benefit were effectual.

While yet very young, she appears to have
exhibited great tenderness of conscience,
combined with “a meek and quiet spirit.”
Indeed, so early and gradual was the work of
grace upon her soul, that she could never re-
fer to any particular period at which she was
conscious of its commencement. This, in
after years, often occasioned her considerable
uneasiness. Yet, all who witnessed the
loveliness of her character, the devoutness of
her spirit, and the blamelessness of her life,
were compelled to admire the grace of God
in her.

She enjoyed the benefit of a thorough and
liberal education, which, in the position that
she afterwards occupied as a minister’s wife,
she turned to the best account. The Crea-
tor had endowed her with an attractive per-
son; and this, combined with the sweetness
of her disposition, and the accomplishments
which she possessed, gained her many
admirers ; so that, before she had reached
the age of nineteen, she had received several
offers of marriage, all of which, however, she
declined. It was the privilege of the writer
to win her young affections, and afterwards
to call her his wife. And devoutly would he
thank the Father of mercies for the benefit
which he derived from his seven years’ asso-
ciation with her in the matrimonial relation.
Misa Harrison’s union to the object of her
choice was solemnized at the Independent
chapel, Chelmsford, Oct. 12th, 1842. Her
husband had at that time been recently or-
dained pastor of the baptist church meeting
in Zion chapel, Chatham. Among that peo-
ple Mrs. Stock was permitted to labour for
nearly six years, and gained their universal
affection and confidence. The delicate state
of her health, however, precluded her from
engaging so fully as she desired in laborious
efforts for the good of the cause; yet to the
extent of her physical capabilities she was
ever ready to serve the church of God.

In May, 1848, Mr. Stock was removed by
divine Providence to Salendine Nook,
Huddersfield, and was accompanied to that
important sphere of usefulness by his beloved
companion. But, alas! the fearful malady
—the seeds of which had been sown in her
delicate frame many years previously—there
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developed itself with affecting rapidity ; so
much so, that after living among her new
frlends sufficiently long to obtain a high
place in their esteem, it was found neceessary
to remove her to the more genial air of the
south. This placed her in a position peeu-
liarly painful, inasmuch as she was unavoid-
ably scparated from her husband during a
great portion of her last illness. Neverthe-
less, she never murmured, but quietly sub-
mitted to what was manifestly the will of
God. Had there been the slightest hope of
her recovery, her husband would have
resigned his charge in the north, and sought
a sphere of labour in a milder region; but
as the highest medical authority asserted
that it was utterly vain to indulge in any
such hope, he felt it his duty to retain his
cxisting  pastoral conmexion.  However,
through the kindness of his flock, he was
permitted frequently to visit the dear sufferer,
and to spend the last month of her sojourn
on carth in her society. And gratefully
would he adore the Divine goodness which
permitted him thus to perform the part of a
spiritual instructor to the wife of his youth,
amid her conflict with sickness and death.
His mind, too, was relieved of much anxiety
during his weeks of separation from his
suffering companion, inasmuch as he knew
that she was sheltered beneath the roof of her
affectionate parents, whose attention to her
comfort was tender and unremitting.

At the commencement of her last illness,
Mrs. Stock was deeply and painfully exer-
cised in ber mind. She often mourned over
the opportunitics of doing good which she
had neglected ; and was but little comforted,
when reminded that her delicate health had
not permitted to her greater activity. She
was overwhelmed with her perceptions of the
divine purity, and once said, “I am about to
appear before a Being of such infinite know-
ledge, that I fear he will find in me sins
which I have overlooked and failed to morti-
fy ; and he hates sin with such an unutter-
able intensity, that be cannot fail to reject
the subject of one unmortified transgression.”
This state of mental distress continued for
several weeks; but prayer was made to God
on her behalf without ceasing, by her pious
relatives, and by the church at Salendine
Nook; and graciously did the Lord hear and
answer these petitions.

Saturday, October 20th, was the most
painful day which the invalid had yet passed,
as to her physical sensations; but it was
memorable ag the period of her release from
her spiritual darkness and depression,  She
felt that the blood of Jesus could and would
cleanse her from her sins, and again rejoiced
in lope of the glory of God. She ex-
pressed a wish, at the close of this Saturday,
that the next day (the sabbath) might be
gpent by her with Jesus. From this time
her peace was never disturhed, but continued
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to flow as a river until her last sigh was
heaved.

Many were the solemn charges which she
gave to her heloved relatives, and to the ser-
vants in her father’s family, and precious
were the encouragements whieh she address-
ed to her weeping fiiends, So perfect was
the tranquillity of her spirit, that sho gave
directions with regard to arrangements to be
made subsequently to her death, without the
least repugnance. The surrender which she
made of herself, and of all her beloved rela-
tives (not excepting her only living child), to
the care of God, was unreserved and cheer-
ful. Those beautiful hymns commencing—
“ Rock of ages, cleft for me,” &c., “ Jesus,
lover of my soul,” &c., *“To Jesus, the
crown of my hope,” &c., were often read to
her, and fragments of them repeated by her.
Among her dying sayings may be recorded
the following :—“ I can now give up ‘every-
thing, that I may but be with Jesus.” <1
am not afraid of eternity.”” ¢ I shall soon
eat of the fruit of the heavenly Canaan.”
“T know that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto him until that day.”
“1I long to be gone;’ and then bursting into
tears, “yet I hope I am not impatient,”
“ That text, ¢ My times are in thy hand,’ is
yvery precious.” ¢ All my hope centres in my
Saviour,”

On the morning of Monday, the 5th of
November, a change took place in the sensa-
tions of the patient, and in the aspect of her
countenance, which plainly indicated that
the mortal struggle was soon to terminate,
The king of terrors stood brandishing his
dart at the bedside of the sufferer, prepared
to strike the fatal blow; yet the happy saint
could look upon the fearful weapon without
alarm, for on it she discovered the stains of
Immanuel’s blood.

From one until two o’clock of this day, her
dying pains were great. When they were at
their hLeight, she exclaimed, * This is hard
work;” but immediately added, * Yet it is
nothing when compared with what my Sa-
viour endured for me.” At two o’clock her
agonies abated, and from that time she
suffered but little. 'When speech had nearly
failed, she fixed her piercing gaze upon the
domestic who was in the room, and with
difficulty exclaimed, ¢ Sarah,” but could not
say more. Again she tried to speak, and
with great difficulty uttered this weighty and
comprehensive charge, “Sarah, meet me in
heaven ! The expiring saint then kissed
her beloved husband and all her other rela-
tives who were in that solemn chamber, and
bade them “adieu” with an imperturbable
serenity, On being asked, some few minutes
after, if she still found her Lord with her,
she could only faintly articulate * Yes.”

At five minutes to threc o’clock her happy
spirit took its departure to the Saviour, 80
gently, that for_ some moments her attendants
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were unaware of the fact. Thus Pho died,
a8 she hiad lived,  in perfect peace.”

Ifer remains were interred on Sa.turday,
the 10th of November, in the vault in front
of Zion chapel, Chatham, in t}}e presence of
a large asscmbly of weeping friends. . )

Of Mrs, Stock’s character thg v&'mter will
not attempt any elaborate description. Her
excellencies were too well known to those
who had the privilege of enjoying her friend-
ship, to render such details necessary for their
information, and it is for them principally
that this memoir is composed.  Tho writer
cannot, however, forbear stating, that,. during
the ten years of his acquaintance with the
dear deceased, he never once saw her betray-
ed into a passion, or even into the exhibition
of feelings bordering upon such a state. And
yet he has often seen her brought into cir-
cumstances which were peculiarly trying.
Would that all ministers and ministers’ wives
more closely resembled her in this particular!
In the social and domestic virtues she pecu-
liarly excelled ; and in the guidance of her
household affairs ever manifested a spirit of
prudence and economy. It was from the
first her determination to * owe no man any-
thing,” and from this principle she never
deviated, Happy would it have been for
some ministers of Jesus, if their companions
had practically carricd out the same deter-
mination! May the writer be permitted to
add another statement ?  Mrs, Stock never
brought her husband or any other individual
into trouble by an imprudent use of her
tongue. She knew when to be silent. And
should this memoir be read by a youthful
minister of the cross, who is looking round
him for a suitable companion, let him take
this friendly caution,—Above all things be-
ware of uniting yourself to a gossip, for be
sure such a wife would utterly ruin your use-
fulness, But we must not further enlarge,
but will close this brief notice by ascribing to
the grace of God all the honour of the excel-
lencies of the departed;and by exhorting our
readers to be * followers of them who now,
through faith and patience, inherit the
Promises.”

Salendine Nook. JoEN Stock.

REV, T. SCOTT.

Died, October 81st, 1849, Thomas Scott,
Pastor of the baptist church, Brabourne,
Kent, much beloved by the church and con-
gregation, and greatly esteemed by a large
circle of friends. The deceased was blessed
with pious parents, to whose beneficial train-
Ing he made special reference at his ordina-
tion in 1837, in these words, “ It wns my
Privilege and happiness to be born of Chris-
tian parents, whose anxious care was to bring
TIch up in the nurture and admonition of the
thOrd. For me daily Prayer was presented to

¢ throne of grace, and by them I was regu-
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larly led to the house of God." But still he
remained a stranger to that faith which work-
eth by love. He soon endeavoured to throw
off parental restraint, and disregard parental
admonition. Thus he went on in the for-
wardness of his heart for a season, when it
pleased God to stop him in his career of sin
and folly. Speaking of this, he says, “ But
God who is rich in mercy did not give mc up
to an jmpenitent heart; he caused me to feel
that the way of transgressors is hard; by the
operation of the Spirit through the ministry
of the word he was graciously taught to
know and feel the evil of sin, and by prayer
and supplication to seck forsalvation through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ; nor did he
seekin vain. Indue timehe wasadmitted into
the baptist church at Eythorn, Kent, under
the pastoral care of the late Rev. W. Giles.
He was then about eighteen years of age. It
pleased the wise Disposer of all events to
remove him from his birthplace (Canterbury)
to Ashford, where he lived many years much
respected; was honourably and affectionately
dismissed from the church at Eythorn to the
church at Ashford. They soon ascertained
he possessed talents for usefulness, and called
him to the work of the ministry. He lau-
boured in the neighbouring towns and villages
with acceptance, and frequently supplied the
vacant pulpit at Brabourne; and ultimately,
by the unanimous call of the church, settled
among them as their minister, His labours
were greatly blessed ; many were added to
the church. He was indeed made a blessing
to the people. He continued their pastor
until it pleased his Master to call him to that
house where there are many mansions, after
a pastoral service of rather more than twelve
years, Hisend was peace. His public la-
bours were distinguished with earnestness and
feryour. His statement of evangelical truth
was clear and practically enforced; he knew
the worth of souls, and endeavoured to show
them the way of salvation, by pointing to the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world. As a father, master, and friend, he
was greatly esteemed.

The pastor of the independent church at
Hythe, to whom the reader is indebted for
the preceding sketch, adds, * The writer, in
his removal, has lost a fellow labourer and
excellent friend, in whom he could confide.
We often took sweet counsel together, our
friendship of more than forty years’ duration
was never intcrrupted. But my brother is
no more seen among men, he is gone—not
lost—but gone before, herests from his labour.
At the earnest request of his family I endea-
voured to improve the death of my brother,
on the 11th of November, to a very crowded
and afflicted congregation, from these words,
“What I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter.” DMay the Lord
sanctify this bereaving dispensation to the
family, church, and congregation 1”



MR. T. WREN,

Died, on the 20th of November, 1849,
Mr. Thomas Wren of Breachwood Green,
King’s Walden, Uerts, aged eighty-three
vears, for move than sixty of which he had
been a consistent follower of the Saviour.
The last twenty-four years of his life were
spent in connexion with the baptist church
at Breachwood Green, he having received his
dismission from the church at Hitchin (then
under the pastoral care of the late venerable
John Geard, but now of the excellent Rev.
J. Broad), for the purpose of uniting with
and strengthening this cause, then in its in-
fancy. For some years he sustained the
office of deacon with other beloved brethren;
which office he continued to hold unto his
death. “He was a good man, and feared
God above many.”

He was confired to the bed of suffering
and pain for several weeks previous to his
dissolution ; during which the promises of
God were to him a source of the richest con-
solation ; one of which he especially men-
tioned repeatedly, with much heart-felt
delight, that in Isaiah liv. 10, “For the
mountains shall depart, and the hills be re-
moved; but my kindness shall not depart
from thee, necither shall the covenant of my
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee.” His confidence in the Re-
deemer did not forsake him; and when the
symptoms of his disorder indicated the
approach of his latter end, he expressed
himself as perfectly submissive to the will of
God, either to live or to die; saying, “I
know whom I have believed, and that he
is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day,” adding, with
much emphasis, “ I know he is.”” For many
months previous to his illness, his mind had
become familiarized with the prospect of his
removal. He was waiting for the coming of
his Lord; and often did he repeat the inter-
esting lines of Dr. Watts—

¢ My flesh shall slumber in the ground,
Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound,
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour’s image rise.”

He was accustomed to read the hymns for
singing in public worship; and some favourite
verses with which his memory was stored
afforded him the sweetest consolation on his
sick and dying bed, especially one in the
seventy-fifth hymn, second book, Dr. Watts—

“Millions of years my wondering eyes
Shall o'er thy beauies rove,
And endless ages I'll adore
The glories of thy love.”

His physical sufferings were sometimes great;
but amidst them all his mind was constantly
cheered with the joyous prospect hefore him,
until the hour of his dismssion arrived, when
le sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, Hisremains
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were interred in the burial ground belonging
to the baptist chapel at Breachwood Green,
on the 23rd of November, An attempt was
made to improve his death on the following
sabbath, in a sermon founded on Psalm xvii,
15; a passage sclected by the departed, in
prospect of his removal, many months ago.

MR. J. ROWLANDS.

Died, on December 5th, at Old Dole Farm,
near Cheltenham, Mr. John Rowlands, in
the seventy-cighth year of his age. His life
was characterized by eminent piety, and his
death was peaceful and happy. Hisremains
were interred in the burying ground attached
to the baptist chapel at Naunton, Gloucester-
shire, and his death improved by a sermon
by the Rev. J. Teall, from the words, ¢ As
for me, I will behold thy face in righteous-
ness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake with
thy likeness,” on December 13th, in the
presence of a numerous congregation.

MRS. DOBINSON.

Died, at Norton, aged 67, in the faith of
the gospel of Jesus, Mrs. Dobinson, a mem-
ber of the Stockton baptist church fornearly
half a century, widow of the Jate Mr. Wm.
Dobinson of Cornsay, in whose house the
glad tidings of mercy were proclaimed for
upwards of thirty years, in the midst of a dark
and benighted neighbourhood, so that it may
verily be said of them, that they were set for
the defence of the gospel.

MISCELLANEA.’
BAPTIST BUILDING FUND,

The committee of the Baptist Building
Fund at its last meeting having taken into
consideration the draft of a model trust deed,
recently published by the baptist union re-
solved :

“That tho constitution of the Baptist Building
Fund requires that the churches assisted shall be of
the particular or Calvinistic haptist denomination;
that no church has hitherto been assisted without
the place of worship being secured by its trust deed
to that denomination ; and thal the commmittee feel
themselves bound in their future gifts or loans to
adhere to the same practice.”

LONDON MATERNAL ASSOCIATION.

At the regular meetings for 1850, on the
first Friday in every month excepting July,
at the vestry of New Broad Street Chapel,
Bishopsgate, which will be always open to
ladies from the country, the following are the
subjects for confercnce ;—

Tuesday, January 15th, at 12 o’clock.
Address to children, by Rev. J, Harrison, of
Camden Town., ;
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Friday, February 1st. ‘How may children
he bronght to feel that divine truth can only
e studied with success by dependence on
divine aid? o

Frriday, March 1st.  Parental anxictics,

Friday, April 5th. How may the Chris-
tinn mother hest attain and preserve a high
degree of piety amidst the numerous duties
which daily and hourly devolve upon her?

Friday, May 3rd. Consider the directions
given to parents in Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7.

Friday, June 7th. Sins of thfe tongue to
which the young are peculiarly disposed.

Friday, August 2nd. Lessons to be de-
rived from the history of Rebekah as recorded
Geenesis xxvii.

Friday, September 6th. How can we best
induce young people to be interested in the
study of the word of God ?

Friday, October 4th. How far is it prac-
ticable and desirable for boys and girls to be
educated together ?

Friday, November 1st. In what way may
the sympathy of children be so drawn to the
abounding objects of sin and misery at home
and abroad, as will most effectually qualify
them to carry out the great purposes of divine
love ?

Friday, December 6th. How can we ac-
count for the indifference to religion mani-
fested by many young persons who have been
piously educated ?

RYDE.

An account of the formation of the bap-
tist church here in January, 1849, having
been inserted in this Magazine last year, the
writer hag forwarded an account of its subse-
quent history and present prospects.

“Our church,” he says, “has increased
from eighteen to thirty baptized members.
Beside these we have several who commune
with us who have not yet put on the Lord
Jesus by baptism. Since our commencement
we have been supplied by Mr, W. Newell,
the first student under Dr. Godwin, educated
by the Baptist Theological Institution, to
whom in the last month the church gave a
unanimous call to the pastorate which he has
accepted; though the only salary our present
cireumstances warrant us to offer was £52,
we of course hope to increase this as the
cause advances, the only obstacle to which is
our present confined and otherwise unsuitable
Plﬂge for worship, which being long since too
strait for us, the cause is no doubt suffering
considerable injury for want of a more com-
modious and respectable place. To obtain
tl_us has been the object of our anxious soli-
glt‘_-ld‘_?, but in a thriving town like Ryde
19&_‘}‘11“8 land in a public situation is very
Gifficult to obtain ; yet we trust that God in

18 gracious providence has at length answered
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our prayers hy directing us to a site in the
most populous part of the High Strect; this
land we have secured by an agreement for a
lease for 999 years at an annual rent of £15.
We have room for a good chapel fronting the
High Street, and land for a minister’s house
in John Street: the outlay for these premises
is estimated at £1500,”

RESIGNATION.

TheRev.G.W.Rodway having resigned the
pastorate of the baptist church at Bingley, on
account of frequent interruptions in his health,
on Friday evening, Nov. 23rd, a special
meeting was held of the church and congre-
gation, when a very handsome service of
plate was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Rodway,
consisting of teapot, sugar basin, and cream
jug, and a memorial to the Rev. G. W. Rod-
way, expressive of gratitude that God had
enabled him to labour so long, earnestly,
faithfully, and diligently amongst them;
that separation would be deeply felt ; of best
wishes for his future health and welfare, and
earncst hope that, still remaining one in
heart, his course may be useful, his end peace,
and his welcome to heaven, “ Well done good
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.® Mr. W. Pickard engaged in
prayer ; Mr. Thomas Tettey presided, and
Mr. Beauland read and presented the me-
morial.

COLLECTANEA.

THE BAPTISMAL REGENERATION QUESTION,

The arguments before the Judicial Commit-
tee of the Privy Council, in the case Gorham
v. the Bishop of Exeter, were resumed on
Monday and Tuesday, and were brought to a
termination by the reply of Mr. Turner;
when Lord Langdale intimated, that the
Court would take time to consider the
judgment. Mr. Badeley’s main argument
in his pleading on Monday, was, that the
articles and the formularies of the church are
of equal force and validity ; that, so far from
the former controlling the latter, the Book of
Common Prayer ought rather to control and
correct the articles. As a code of faith, the
articles, he maintained, are far from complete.
Mr. Gorham rested his case solely upon the
articles, while he, (Mr. Badeley) contended,
that to dissent from the doctrines of the
Prayer Book was, if possible, a greater de-
parture from the doctrines of the church,
than even any difference about the articles
might be. On Tuesday, when the council
took their seats, Lord Campbell informed
Mr. Badeley, who had stated his inability to
find any such words as “ prevenient grace,”
that the words “ gratic preveniens” occur 1o
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Thomas Aquinas, and that Milton, speaking
of our first parents, says :
“ Prevenient grace descending had removed

The stony from thoir hearts, and made new flesh,

Regenerate grow instead.”
Mr. Badcley, after procecding for some way
with his citation of patristic authorities in
favour of the dogma of baptismal regenera-
tion, was questioned by Dr. Lushington, the
bishop of London, Lord Campbell, and Mr.
Pemberton Leigh, as to the precise doctrine
he was aiming to establish ; which drew from
him the explanation, that “he contended
that the grace and the regeneration were tied
to the sacrament.” He was then allowed to
go on without further interruption for an
hour or more, when the bishop of London
interposed with, “Do you deny that the
stipulation of sponsors is necessary?® An-
swer: “Ido” A series of questionings fol-
lowed on the part of Dr. Lushington and
Lords Campbell and Langdale. The most
important interlocution, however, was occa-
sioned by Mr. Badeler’s ¢ indecorous” re-
mark, that he laboured under some disadvan-
tage, inasmuch as he saw before him two
most reverend prelates, who had committed
themselves more or less, on the opposite side
of the question. On being called upon by
the archbishop of Canterbury to explain
himself, the learned advocate referred to his
Grace’s having preferred a gentleman in the
church, (the Rev. Mr. Goode,) who had taken
a very violent part in this matter. The arch-
bishop explained, thatlhie gave the preferment
to that gentleman, in consequence of his
valuable work, entitled, *“ The Rule of Faith
and Practice,” published five or six years
ago, and that his book on “ Infant Baptism”
had not been published at that time, Mr.
Badeley expressed his thankfulness for his
Grace’s explanation, and apologized for his
improper observation. Shortly afterwards,
he concluded his argument; and the Court
adjourned for an hour. On resuming, Mr.
Turner commenced his reply, in the course of
which he said, he had heard nothing to dis-
place the argument he had urged, that the
Prayer Book is the book of devotion, while
the articles are the code of doctrine. Lord
Campbell : “ They may be pari materid, but
passed alio intuitu.” Mr. Turner: % Exactly
50.” And all doubt, lie contended, was de-
termined by the fact, that the prayer-hook
was in the articles of 1552 ; but was struck
out of the articles of 1562. Another long
series of questions, on the part of the Court,
ensued. Lord Langdale said, it must be con-
sidered, a8 Dr. Addams and Mr. Badeley
both admitted, that, as to infants, the opus
operatum applied ; but not so as to adults.
Mr. Turner concluded with saying, that © the
doctrines of Mr. Gorham were within the
limits which were to be allowed in construing
the doctrines of the church; and that, if
they were not contrary to those doctrines,
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their lordships would decree in his fuvour by
reversing the judgment of the Court below,”
The sort of cross-cxamination to which the
learned advocates were subjected, strikes us
as rather a novel feature of such proceedings,
although it was certainly not uncalled for;
and, from the teunor of some of these inter-
rogatories, we might infer a considcrable dif-
ference of opinion, or of leaning, nmong the
noble and learned personages constituting
the Court, which renders their nltimate de-
cision the more doubtful. Our contem-
porary, the British Banner, says: * There
seems some reason to suppose that it will
take a very unexpected turn. From gentle-
men who are attending professionally, and
carefully watching the arguments, noting, at
the same time, those significant hints dropped
by their lordships, which are as notes sounding
afar, and giving sign of something to come—
we have learned, that it is not improbable,
that the judgment of Sir Herbert Jenner
Fust will be reversed. It is rumoured that
Henry of Exeter is willing to have it so, it
having been distinctly understood that, in
the event of a confirmation of the judgment
of the Court below, the government will
interfere and deal somewhat liberally with the
rubrics and the articles, which would have the
effect of tying up the hands of Henry and all
his successors; and it seems that the right
reverend father in God prefers to be the sub-
ject of a little temporary humiliation to
having the fabric of his hot idolatry muti-
lated. Such is the rumour—we can say no
more.”—The Patriot, Dec. 20.

“ Like begets like ™ is a truism ; but it is
no less undeniable that every abuse begets its
opposite, and gives birth to an antagonis;n
that, like the monster of Frankenstein, will
not rest till its creator is destroyed. Excess
of luxury begets extremity of wretchedness;
and the loud revels of the palace are ever
answered by deep curses from the hovel,
which grow louder and louder in their dread-
ful earnestness till their sound is like the
thunder of heaven above the puny voices of
men. The licentious parent finds his children
growing up around him only to blast his sight
and wither his heart with that most sad and
mysterious of all spectacles, tho innocent
suffering for the guilty. Every vicious system
warms into life and fosters in its own bosom
the snake that will sting it to the death.

Few instances of this, whether historical or
contemporary, could be adduced more satié-
factory than the trial now pending before the
Privy Council of “ Gorham versus the Bishop
of ILxeter.” We have therc two zcalow
adherents of the same church pursning each
other to the utmost extremity, because of &
difference of opinion in the construction 0
the same words and the performance of the
same ceremony. Two Christian brothers
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differ in judgment, and the more powerful
does his best utterly to ruin the weaker, who,
in bis turn, seeks protection from the highest
Court of Appeal in the kingdom. What
gtate of things must exist to give rise to such
o disgraceful proceeding as this! and what
must be the condition of that church which,
taking for its text-book the gospel of peace,
thus breaks out into fierce contention at the
slightest diversity of sentiment! All that we
can say of it is this, that it is a monstrous
contradiction, a consecrated inconsistency, a
ruinous device of the father of lies. In it, as
a great man once said, are to be found “‘a
Calvinistic creed, an Arminian clergy, and a
popish prayer-book ”— elements so utterly
hostile, that nothing but a cement of gold
could have held them together for a single
year. The wonder is not, then, that disagree-
ment should arise, but that any agreement
should exist for a day. We can only compare
it to a noisy and discordant crowd, kept in
humour by the liberal distribution of good
cheer. The cause of quarrel will be forgotten,
and politics sunk during the absorbing process
of mastication ; but, alas ! the appetites and
passions of men are uustable, and the peace
of undeserved plenty is ephemeral. The
strong man seizes on the portion of the weak
the weak cries out against the strong, and the
very cause of contentment becomes the fruit-
ful source of discord. And so it will ever be,
as long as property is unjustly distributed,
whether it be to an indigent and idle crowd,
or to a rapacious and incapable clergy. Let
men work for their bread, and their work will
prevent their strife ; but once make their title
to public money accidental, without reference
to qualification or desert, and you lay a
foundation on which a building shall be
erected, splendid it may be, but rotten as the
grave and unsubstantial as a dream.

The decision in the case of “ Gorham versus
Phillpotts,” whatever it may be, will be one
which, but for the “ patent cement” we have
alluded to, would rend the church of England
from end to end. The question of baptismal
Tegeneration has given rise to more bitterness
and caused the perpetration of more horrors
than almost any other. The thumb-screw,
the iron boot, the rack, and the gibbet, have
bepn enlisted on its side. Men have bcen
skinned and salted alive, burnt, sawn asunder,
hupg, drawn, and quartered, for denying it.
With the exception, perhaps, of the conse-
¢rated wafer, we know of no more prolific
Source of dissension than the question, © Does
or does not the child become regenerate in

aptism 2”& Yes!” gays the papist, bishop
I‘lu]lpotts, and the rubric, **No!” say com-
Mon gense, Mr. Gorham, and the articles.
Who shall decide? Shall the court of arches?
The court of arches has already decided, and

t. Gorham is non-suited. But there is yet
2 higher court, and if it should say *No,”
who shall then decide? Will the bishop of
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Exeter and all honest men ¢ of this gentle-
man’s way of thinking » evacuate? Will they
stick to their principles? A question to he
asked. Will they give up their livings? A
question not to be asked. But, seriously,
will the matter be so decided that all those
who have been solemnly initiated into the
Christian church, and made heirs of eternal
life, will be, as it were, excommunicated by
that decision? Must they indeed doff the
lion’s hide of the bishop, and put on the calf-
skin of the vicar? If so, we shall tremble
for the consequences ; and shall begin to cry
out with the loudest, ¢ The church is in
danger ! "—The Nonconformist, Dec. 19th.

Leaving, therefore, entirely the question
of fact, and looking merely at the circum-
stance that such things are spoken, let us see
how matters would stand in respect to a// the
courses which the judicial committee of the
privy council might, by possibility, adopt.

Supposing, in the first place, that the
judgment should be in favour of the bishop
of Exeter, by the confirmation of that of the
Court of Arches; in this case, it would be felt
to be secure and absolute, as being in opposi-
tion to the supposed bias and wishes of the
government. Nothing but the most obvious
and unavoidable reasons for the decisinn,
would be possible to account for it. The
issue would be felt to be unalterable, and the
Anglican party would achieve a triumph.

But, in the second place, supposing the
judgment to be in favour of Mr. Gorham, it
could have no real weight with thinking men.
It would save, indeed, the sfafus of the
evangelical clergy, and confirm them, legally,
in their position; but doubts and suspicions
would rest upon it; while the men who
exulted in the advantage it might confer,
would be thought of as shielded and saved by
a maneuvre.

Again, taking the third course, and sup-
posing the sentence to heal the breach by
some tranquillising and liberal interpretation,
by which neither party should be pronounced
wrong, or both parties be authenticated and
endorsed ; this, surely, instead of a triumph
to our evangelical friends, would be ¢ a heuvy
blow and great discouragement.” It would
deprive them for ever of their exclusive pre-
tensions as the only legitimate sons of the
church, and would rob the church of the
character they attribute to it, of being the
“great witness for, and the great defender of
the evangelical faith,” After all their asser-
tions, and all their boasting of the purity of
the artieles and formularies of the church—
after all their denunciations of the ¢ poison-
ous,” and ¢ destructive,” and “soul-destroy-
ing errors ” of the Anglican party—they
would be obliged to confess, in the language
of the Record, in April last, that the church
had always ¢ folerated, embraced, and availed
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herself of the services of both classes;” those,
that is to say, who “raised their hcarers to
the gates of heaven,” and those “that led
them down to the chambers of death.”
Evangelicismy, in the Church of England,
would sink down into one of the forms of
opinion which it permitted to be profcssed ;
it would eease to be the profession of the in-
stitution itsclf. ¢ Another gospel >’ would be
legalised along with it, and the one or the
other would equally and authoritatively be
ruled as acceptable and approved in her sons!
Mr. Bickersteth says, that, by the confirma-
tion of Sir Herbert Jenner Fust’s judgment,
“our beloved church wonld be placed in a
false position ;”’ but we ask, and we ask with
confidence, on the issuing of a decision which
should legally authenticate evangelical and
anti-evangelical alike, would not the former
party be then placed in a false position too ?
And if, as he says, that the doctrine of the
latter ¢ flatters the sinner, deadens the con-
science, and deludes the soul;” and *“is the
grand error of the perilous times of the last
days ;" and that from suck as hold it ¢ we are
to turn away;” and, if he means what he
says, when he feelingly asks, ¢ What faithful
minister but will testify against such a false
position ?”—we ask, Will he carry this out
in the circumstances we have supposed? will
he either ¢ testify ™ against his own “false
position,” or “turn away* from the erring
brethren with whom he would be identified ?

In all these reasonings, and those of our
last and previous papers, we proceed on the
principles and protestations of our evangelical
friends themselves. We take them according
to their own showing, and appeal to them
out of their own mouth. For ourselves, we
like and admire latitude of opinion. We
rejoice in the liberty which is practically en-
joyed in the English church., We can sce
everywhere, and on all sides, how the sects
are enslaved, and men are made * offenders
for a word.” There is no tyranny like the
tyranny of the people—generally the igno-
rant, the forward, and the prejudiced,—who,
in political and religious republics alike,
crush and restrain the free utterance of the
oracles they should reverence. But liberty
in the church is purchased too dear ; it has to
be bought at the expense of promising at the
threshold to repudiate it for ever; and it
can only be exercised by the violation of
vows ; while, on the evangelical hypothesis,
to enjoy liberty on a principle which awards
it, at the same time, and in the same church,
to those teachers who flatter the sinner,
deaden the conscience, and delude the soul,”
—this, surely, is something which the con-
scientious and  faithful minister” ought to
find it somewhat difficult to accept! “ Who,”
—in the language of Mr. Bickersteth—¢¢ who
would not testify against so false a position?”
But how ! Quakers give their *‘ testimony”
by suffering wrong; nonconformists gave theirs
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by secession from the church ; in what way
will My, Bickersteth ** testify?” DBy con-
tinuing, he says, even on the worst supposi-
tion—the confirmation of the judgment of
the Court of Arches—in the church, and
seeking redress, a reversal of the sentence, by
applying to the “highest ecclesinstical and
CIVIL authorities of the country |” Asking,
we suppose, such an assembly as parliament
to decide and pronounce on the scriptural
doctrine of regeneration ! | —Christian T'imes,
Dec. 21.

THE LATE REV. JAMES HARRINGTON EVANS.

““The Rev. J. H. Evans, M.A., pastorof the
baptist church in John-street, Doughty-street,
for nearly thirty years, died on Saturday,
Dec. 1, 1849, at Stonchaven, in Seotland, in
his 65th year, after a lingering and painful
illness, occasioned by being thrown from a
carriage. The deceased gentlemen had not
preached since August, 1848. It is pretty
generally known that most of his relatives
were connected with the establishment. His
father, the Rev. Dr. Evans, was prebend of
Salisbury Cathedral; and Mr. Evans, at a
very early age, became the minister at Mil-
ford, in Hampshire, a2 small village about
five miles from Lymington. Here he con-
tinued for a time; but his opinions upon
several doctrines having altered, he felt he
could no longer conform. Mr. Evans con-
tinued in the village of Milford, where a
small chapel was built, which still remains,
and, by tbe assistance of the present church
in John-street, has been continued, it being a
cause always near his heart. On one of his
visits to Taunton, where he occasionally
preached, Mr. Drummond, who was in that
locality, was induced to go and hear Mr.
Evans. From this circumstance a friendship
sprung up between them, which ultimately
led Mr. Drummond to build the chapel in
John-street, and present it entirely free to
Mr. Evans for life. He has left behind a
widow, two sons, and one daughter (by his
first wife). Mr. Evans’s remains were brought
to London. The funeral took place on
Thursday, Dec. 6, at Highgate Cemetery,
and was attended by about four hundred
members of his church and congregation.”

The preceding paragraph is appended toan
address delivered in the chapel of the Highgate
cemetery by the Rev. C. A. M. Shepherd, on
Thursday, December 6, 1849, at the inter-
ment of the late Rev. J. H. Evans, as it
appears in The Pulpit of December 15th.
In that address Mr. Shepherd referred to
Mr. Evanss last illness in the following
terms.

“ As he glorified God in his life, so he was
permitted to glorify him by his death. Al-
though a great sufferer for three months, hoth
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hodily and mentally his sun did at last go
down without a cloud, and he passed out of
timo into cternity without a struggle.  Jesus
was to his soul s a morning without clouds,
and gave him a peaceful end. ¢ Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the
end of that man is peace.” DBeing asked on
one occasion how he felt, he said, ¢ At peace
with God.” But subsequently to this, and on
the Sunday (November 25) pteviously to his
death, he was enabled to speak sweetly of
Jesus, whom he had so much honoured in
his life and in his ministry ; and the expres-
sions he used show the deep views he had of
the pollution of his natl}rfa, and the clear
perception the Holy Spirit vouchsafed to
him of his acceptance in the person of the
Lord Jesus. The following extract from a
Jetter written by his beloved wife to one of
the deacons of John-street church, November
26, will show that the glorious truths he
preached so powerfully to others were the
food of his own soul in a dying hour.

% Yesterday morning I said to him, that I
felt sure mueh prayer was made for him that
day ; that I had written to you to tell you he
was worse, as 1 felt the church ought to
know it. ¢ You should tell them the state of
my mind,’” was his reply. I then asked him
if he had any message; and he answered,
¢ Tell them I stand accepted in the beloved,
notwithstanding all my sin, and infirmity,
and hellishness,” In a minute he proceeded,
¢TI never felt more than I do now my sin and
hellishness; but in Jesus I stand—Jesus is a
panacea.’” (In the light of God's holiness
we see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and
feel ourselves worthy of death; but by faith
in Christ we see ourselves worthy of heaven.)
“I had previously remarked how soon he
would be with Jesus, and had spoken a little
on that subject; and as his mind began to
wander, I left the bedside, and sat down by
the fire; when, in a few minutes, he said,
‘And am T so near eternal glory, and not re-
Joleing in it?' T replied, But I think you
do.” To which he answered, ¢ In a measure.’
He was, however, then exhausted, and could
not speak more, This morning I read to
him parts two and three of the three hundred
and sixty-third hymn in our selection, which,
from_lns manner, he much enjoyed, though
he did not speak ; nor did he when I read
Sume passages of Scripture ; but, some time
after, when T expressed some sympathy and
tenderness, he said, * But soon to be with
Jesus, whom I love; who loved me before I
loved. Him." After this, (Nov. 26,) it may
be said, he scarcely spoke at all; but, when
relens.ed from a body of sin and death, (Dec.
‘1,) hxs'vmce was heard in heaven singing,

Salvation unto our God, who sitteth upon
the throne, and to the Lamb,’”

~ On the following Lord’s day morning, the
ev, Octavius Winslow dclivered a sermon
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on the occasion in John Street Chapel, from
the words, *“ Be ye followers of me, even as
I also am of Christ.,” “ Mr. Evans,” said
the preacher, “ entered upon the office of the
Christian ministry—as alas! many have done
—while yet a stranger to the converting
grace of God. For some years he preached,
but preached as a man upon whose spiritual
eyes the seal of darkness was impressed. It
pleased God, however, to remove this seal,
and to open his blind eyes to see the truth,
and him who is the substance, the glory, and
the sweetness of the truth. And from the
moment that it ¢ pleased God who had called
him by his graee to reveal his Son in him,
to the day of his death, his one and earnest
aim was to follow Christ, as the light of
Christ shone upon his way. There are two
periods or points in his history which justice
to his memory, a regard for the honour of
truth, and the glory of our Lord, demand
should not be passed over in perfect silence,
and to which with all tenderness and humility
would I allude.

“There was a period in the early part of
his ministry in this place—why should I
conceal it >—when his views on two essential
doctrines of the gospel underwent a mournful
change. Losing sight, for a moment, of his
Model, guided and ensnared by the teaching
of man—for this, my brethren, was the secret
of his error,—he ceased for a moment to
hold fast the profession of his faith without
wavering. Need I say that it was a mental
and not a moral defection from the truth?
For during the whole of the period that he
walked beneath this cloud, his single and
honest aim was to know and to do the will of
God., But what, my brethren, were the
effects upon himself of the views which he
adopted, preached, and published >—a drying
up of all unction, a withering of all power,
a thinning of his congregation, and an end of
all success—indeed, an entire paralysis of his
ministry and usefulness. Beware how you
tamper with the Godhead of the Saviour, and
with the divine personality of the Holy
Spirit | But it pleased God to recover his
servant from these views; and from the mo-
ment that he emerged from this temporary
cloud, the Sun of Righteousness shone forth
in him, and through him, with greater efful-
gence than ever, nor ceased to shine, bhut
increased in its lustre until he arrived at the
perfect day. Oh! what true contrition of
heart, what sincere repentance, what deep
self-abasement marked his return to the
truth !  With what touching, heart-melting
language—his eyes often suftused with tears
—was he wont to advert to the period of his
error, You are witness how earncstly ever
after was he both by his pen and his pulpit
to repair the injury he had done, and to
establish the doctrines he had impugned,
He entirely bought up and destroyed every
copy of his work ; and on every occasion
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exalted the Lamb of God in the essential
deity of his nature, and in the atoning cha-
racter of his work ; claiming at the same time
on behalf of the Ioly Spirit an equality with
the Father and the Son. Never did he
appear greater, never did his whole soul
kindle with truer eloguence than when his
subject led him to touch upon the essential
and absolute deity of the Son of God, and
the consequent atoning character of his work.

“1 am aware that the idea was at one
time prevalent in some quarters, and even
found its way into the public prints, that he
regretted his secession from the establishment,
and would gladly, could he have evaded a
three years’ silence, have retraced his steps,
and returned to the bosom of the English
church. I stand here to vindicate the honour
of my friend and brother for sincerity and
consistency of principle, and do most so-
lemnly affirm, upon the strongest evidence,
that he never for one moment faltered in his
course, or regretted the step he had taken.
That he still loved and associated with mauy
of his ministerial brethren who yet minis-
tered within the pale of the church which
from the most conscientious conviction he
had left, was natural, lovely, and proper: but
he declared to me mest solemnly on one
occasion, that if the alternative were offered
to him of the largest church in London, or a
couch of sickness, and suffering, and silence,
he would choose the latter rather than yield
the principles which he had avowed. I speak
not this to wound the feelings of any dear
brother who differs from me—and many
such there are whom I yet tenderly love, and
with whom I cordially labour,—but to vin-
dicate my friend’s character ag a holy, con-
sistent man of God, who, in the spirit of
Caleb, desired, be the opinions of others and
the consequences what they might, to follow
the Lord fully.”

In the evening, Mr. Noel addressed the
congregation from the words, “ That ye be
not slothful,but followers of them who through
fiith and patience inherit the promises.” At
the conclusion of the discourse, the preacher
introduced the following anecdote:—“It is
just now twenty-three years ago,” writes an
estimable minister of Christ, the pastor of a
church in the country, “since I first entered
John-street, an avowed infidel and a bold
blasphemer. Our late dear pastor was in the
pulpit. His text was, ¢ Let both grow toge-
ther until the harvest, and in the time of
harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat
into my barn I can see his countenance
now, beaming with a peculiar expression of
holy feeling that rivetted my attention, while
the great Spirit of God so took possession of
every faculty of my soul, that before I reached
home I for the first time prayed in real
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carnest, ¢ God be merciful to me a sinner!’”
Go, brethren, and do the same. Again the
tares and the wheat nre gathered—they are
not severed yet—they anre not gathered in
bundles yet to be burned ; there is timo yet,
hope yet. Oh! if you did not listen to many
awful appeals, to many solemn warnings, to
many affectionate entreatics, while he lived,
think of a voice that is now dead, and that
you shall hear no more, and go to the God
that lives, that like this rcclaimed blasphemer,
this converted infidel, you too may be the
trophies of redeeming love, added to the
church of Christ on earth, and meet triumph-
ant with your departed friend, in the kingdom
of God's glory !

TOE PAST ANXD THE FUTURE.

The year that is just closing upon us has
been less prolific in startling events than that
which preceded it. DBut, if we judge aright,
the lull which has come over the nations is
rather the precursor of a still fiercer storm,
than the incipient quietness of a permanent
peace. It is impossible that the clements
which are fermenting in the bosom of
European society should not work disturh-
ance. Nothing will neutralise them but that
antagonistic and divine element which is the
salt of the earth. Civilisation and the arts
of social life, commerce and the intercourse
of nations, science with her almost miraculous
control of the clements, and the marvellous
facility with which she seizes the vapour and
the lightning and bids them obey the will of
man, political revolutions, the achievement
by long-oppressed nationalities of civil and
religious freedom, the multiplication of books,
the circulation of knowledge, the spirit of
inquiry,—these and similar means may con-
tribute to ameliorate the temporal condition,
and supply the physical and even the intel-
lectual wants of man; and no lover of his
species but will rejoice in the pre-eminence
of the present times, in all these respects,
over every preceding period of history, But
the malady of human nature lies deeper than
to be touched by any of these. Give him
knowledge —~ give him science — give him
civilisation —give him freedom — give him
commerce—and man will be an unhappy and
a hopeless creature still, without an objcct, or
an end suited to his nature, or worthy of it.
He may yet live to be miscrable, and die to
be Jost. But give him the gospel, make him
aequainted with the cross of Christ, and in
that he will find the cure of the most in-
veterate evils, and the spring of whose healing
waters if he drinks he shall live for even
The dignified and the Jovely, the just and
the benevolent of human character are the
fruit, not of philosophy, but of the gospel
—not of reason, but of faith., Nor until
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sl in the gospel lies at the foundations of |
xfgicti];ty, and itgs illjlﬂuencg is diffused through
all its ramifications, will tho period arrive
when the weapons of war shall be converted
into implements of husbandry, and on earth
there shall be peace, good will to men, and
glory to Giod in the highest. . )

Clristians, therefore, must still be at their
post, as the lovers and benefactors of their
fellow-men. But let them form their ex-
pectations wisely, that their eﬁ'orts also may
be judicious. Their hopes will assuredly be
realised, but perhaps the end is not yet.
What scenes may be witnessed first, who
shall tell? Shall they not be scenes of terror
and dismay? — Evangelical Christendom.

ROME.

As the year approaches its close, the period
of the pope’s return appears more remote.
The bigoted party by whom he is surrounded
persnade him that a coup détat will shortly
be struck in France which will alter all pre-
sent relations, and materially ameliorate his
position. In the meantime, the Spaniards
have departed, and the Castle of Spoleto
which they held is occupied by Roman in-
fantry. Rome is in a state of entire tran-
quillity, but in every point it is in the full
and visible possession of the French troops.
Pio Nono would be a bold man to enter a
fortress so garrisoned, but if he does not re-
turn their tenure will evidently be perma-
nent.—The Christian Times, Dec. 21.

DR. ACHILLI.

The case of Dr, Achilli requires now to be
approached with decision and energy. He
was seized by night by the familiars of the

Holy Office, acting under the protection of
the French authonities, and thrown into the
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prison of the inquisition under false charses.

A corporal and six men of a regimentD of
French chasseurs accompanied the shirri,

and waited below while he was arrested. The

fallacy of the charges on the strength of which
they obtained French permission to take him
is now admitted. “ I/ est absons.” Assonn
as Achilli’s English friends instituted a deter-
mined inquiry on the spot, the accusation
was given up, and it is now stated that they
never made any such charge against him, and
that they hold their prisoner purely on the
ground of ecclesiastical offences—that he is
prosecuted for religious opinions, professions,
and acting. And this has been accomplished
and is perpetuated by French authority,
There is on the part of the French a want of
straightforwardness, They protest against
religious persecution, but tney do not open
the prison door. They say Ly way of excuse,
“We do not interfere with the acts of the
Roman government.” Why are they there
then? Why did they go there? Why did
they take military possession of the city ¢
Who are masters of Rome if they are not ?
At this moment the French troops stand
sentry over the dungeons of St. Angelo. If
the pope is in power why do they not obey
him and go out? The fact is, they can and
will do just what they please in Rome; and
as they have known all through the case that
Dr. Achilli was unjustly apprehended, and as
they have had it in their power at any moment
to have released him, they lie under the im-
putation of not dealing fairly with the
prisoner and honestly with his friends. The
power by which they retain the military
tenure of Rome is power enough to redeem
their character if they will for republiean
political consistency, and honest impartial
adherence to liberal principles,—7he Chris-
tian Times, Dec. 21.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE AGED AND INFIRM BAPTIST MINISTERS’
SOCIETY.

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

This truly benevolent society has never re-
ceived from the Christian public that sympa-
thy which it merits, The feeble list of
subscribers which accompanies its report for
1849, fully proves this fact, for £26 6s. 6d.
Is all it receives under this head. Anuual
collections are made by several churches in
uid of its funds; but these evidently testify

that its claims have never been fully appre-

ciated ; or else congregations which can raise
£20 or £30 for a popular society, would
never send lwenly shillings to this! And
yet twenty shillings is the average sum of the
sixty-five churches which make collections on
its behalf ! For example, a wealthy church
which raised £110 for the Foreign Mission
this year, sent 30s. to the Aged Ministers’
Tund! Not because it was penurious in the
cause of God—it is celebrated for its libe-
rality ; but on account of that dle\'oted
people being wholly unacquainted with the
wants of our brethren.
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1f the baptist denomination will take up
the case in earnest, and make an annual
collection as a new year's gift, though it were
only sixpence each member, this would raise
a very large income, and place the society in
a position which it ought to enjoy.

The means now at the disposal of the
committee of the society, enable them to
give to the aged ministers connected with it,
a pension of only about £9 or £10 a year; a
sum obviously and altogether inadequate to
meet the necessities of the case, while they
have no power to assist ministers who may
not have subscribed, however descrving or
necessitous.

It is, therefore, recommended by the fol-
lowing ministers and brethren to the various
churches of the baptist denomination, that
the subject be brought before their congrega-
tions on the first Lord’s day in January
next ; or to those to whom that time may be
inconvenient, on the first sabbath in February,
when a sum amounting to a thousand pounds,
at least, may be realized. But should the
case be generally taken up, most likely two
thousand pounds would be poured into the
treasury of the Lord ; and this at the small
sacrifice of sixpence for each member, exclu-
sive of the congregations and some larger
donations from the rich. Surely none would
feel this a loss, but all would enjoy the
pleasure.

1t is also proposed, that a public meeting
be held in London, in April or May next, to
enlarge and strengthen the operations and
benefits of this society; when it is earnestly
requested, that all those who feel an interest
in the promotion of a pastor’s comfort, at a
time when the infirmities of age have disabled
him for the work of the ministry, will be
present, to give their counsel and support to
an undertaking which cannot fail to approve
itself to every man’s conscience in the sight
of God.

It is also proposed, that the committee
shall be empowered to dispose of the funds
raised by voluntary contributions from per-
sons who are not beneficiary members, or by
churches which may make an annual collec-
tion. in the relief and assistance of any aged
or infirm minister who, in their opinion, shall
be thought deserving of the same. But that
all contributions by beneficiary members and
their churches, as well as the income of the
funded property, shall be applied as hereto-
fore.

Windsor. 8. Larrycror,

¢ Without pledging myself to all the pro-
posals and expectations above mentioned, I
beg to say, I think their full consideration
highly desirable, in such way as shall seem
best to the committee.

“J, RUSSELL.

“ Bluckheath ITill, Dec. 5,1849.”
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“ With great pleasure I subjoin my earnest
recommendation of the extended plan for
relieving our aged and necessitous ministers
in general which is here proposed.

“F. A, Cox.
“ Dec. 6, 1849.”

“1 think it highly desirable that more
ample and general provision should be made
for aged and superannuated pastors of our
churches.

¢ James Hoby.”

“ The subject of assisting the ministers of
Christ, when suffering from age or infirmity,
is so important, that though I do not at
present see how the last paragraph of the
foregoing statement (drawn up by the_ Rev.
S. Lillycrop), can be carried into effect by
the Aged and Infirm Baptist Ministers’
Society, as at present constructed, without
the proposed alterations being sanctioned by
two successive annual meetings of the society,
according to Rule 19.

“ Yet, I am so great an advocate for making
the society known, and enlarging its bene-
ficial operation, that I cordially approve the
proposal of the public meeting in London,
in April or May next, and also earnestly
recommend the general appeal to Christian
churches for their assistance to so valuable
an object in the early part of 1850.

“The sum to be raised by the proposed
special appeal should, in my opinion, be dis-
tributed amongst ministers who are incapaci-
tated by age or infirmity, whether belonging
to the present society or mot, in which case
it would follow that the members of the so-
ciety, when recipients, would receive their
share of the special fund, in addition to their
present incomes.

T beg to refer to the Baptist Magazine
for December, 1849, p. 786, for information
as to the staff of the present society. The
Rules will be sent to any one who may
apply for them,

«J, L. PHILues,

Treasurer of the Sociely for the
relief of Aged and Infirm Baplist
Ministers.

“ Melksham, Dec, 12, 1849.”

“The benefits of the society for the relief
of aged and infirm baptist ministers, have
hitherto been restricted to those ministerial
brethren, who, by its rules, bave been regu-
larly constituted members, and who have
annually subscribed to its funds. The above
proposal of Mr. Lillycrop, being for the
assistance (as far as possible) of al/ ncces-
sitous baptist ministers in age, or infirmity,
might In its general objects be expected to
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geente the most cxlensive co-operation of our
various churches and congregutions.

«Very happy shall 1 be, if by any means,
the claims of our infirm and superannuated
pastors may rcceive the effectual and early
support of the denomination.

¢ CHaRLES DANIELL,
¢ Secretary of the Society for the
relief of Aged and Infirm DBaptist
Ministers.
« Mellsham, Dec. 12, 1849.”

THE NEW YEAR DBRIEFLY COMPARED WITH
THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE CENTURY.

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

My bpEAR BROTHER,—The year 1850,
upon which by the divine goodness we are
now entering, will complete the first half, or
the first jubilee of the nineteenth century.
This has led me to revert to one of my
earliest communications to a religious periodi-
cal, entitled, © Reflections on the close of the
year 1801, which appeared in the Gospel
Magazine for December in that year. The
Baptist Magazine was not then commenced,
Dr. Rippon’s ¢ Baptist Register,” which had
been published at irregular periods since 1790
was being discontinued. The Evangelical
Magazine, which had the assistance of Mr.
Fuller, and others of our brethren, was started
in 1793, but, while I heartily desired itssuccess,
1 hailed with particular joy the prospectus of
the Baptist Magazine, and procured for it full
a dozen subscribers in Woolwich, where I
then resided, before the appearance of its
first number, January Ist.,, 1809; and not-
withstanding all the multitude of competitors
for the public favour which distinguishes the
present day, it is pleasant to observe that its
vitality continues unimpaired ; and it is still
enabled to contribute, a modicum of gratifying
assistance to a portion of the necessitous
widows of our deceased ministers, many more
of whom might indeed be very materially
aided from its profits, if our brethren and
friends more generally imitated the pains-
taking of the methodists for the circulation
of their magazine throughout their connexion.

The year 1801 was particularly noticeable
for a most abundant harvest, after years of
very afflicting scarcity ; and the preliminaries
of peace were also signed in it with France,
after a most destructive conflict of nearly
eight years continuance. Things appeared to
promise the restoration of order amongst our
neighbours, after the fearful horrors of their
f'renlzlcd revolution. The extraordinary poli-
tica (‘hura?ter,rthe wonder of modern times,
N comparison with whom the butchering
n;onstex:s called heroes of antiquity sink
glnmolst into insignificance, had now succeeded
Voch-)n?mm% for hlmself_over the republican
cphemeral ‘emoyxi}r)emst(): l.l\to  meentoon

vor, i, ~i=ouiv.nmv sun of which most
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frightfully scorched the nations, until it he-
came shorn of its fiery beams amidst the
snows and frosts of Russia, and soon after-
wards went down for ever, in midnight, in
the Atlantic ocean! In 1801 this wus not
contemplated, but appearances being favour-
able for thc restoration of tranquillity, the
British cabinet ventured upon the experiment,
and never probably were illuminations more
heartily exhibited in London than when the
preliminaries of peace were publicly gazetted.
A worthy quaker near where I then resided,
even exhibited a transparency, with the fol-
lowing most appropriate scriptural inseription,
¢ He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth
thee with the finest of the wheat!” and
through the divine mercy, notwithstanding all
our painful intermediate experience to the
present hour, no portion perhaps of the divine
oracles is more suitable to set forth the im-
mediate circumstances of our beloved and
highly favoured country. “O that men
would praise the Lord for his goodness, and
for his wonderful works to the children of
men !”

What may be the events of the remaining
half century must of course be left for the
period itself to develope. We are certainly
living in peculiarly eventful times ; but the
sceptre of universal sovereignty being in the
bands of our Redeemer, his true servants
cannot but experience security and consola-
tion. We have indeed now particularly to
adore the divine goodness for our individual
preservation, and the relief our country has
experienced from the recent awful visitation
of cholera; but it is most certain, that very
few that witnessed the commencement of the
century will also witness its termination,
Happy indeed are those that through trusting
in Jesus are scripturally prepared for all the
events in providence, in life, and in death,
whether it may come earlier or later, sud-
denly, or by lingering disease ; and though,
if we do not misapprehend the instruction of
the scriptures, there is every probability that
a season of most afflicting darkness is before
both the world and the professing church,
we have no reason to be painfully apprehen-
sive for the final conscquences; “weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in
the morning:” and next to our individual
spiritual acquaintance with the gospel, there
is nothing probably from which we may more
reasonably encourage hope, than from our
zealously carrying forward, toth at home
and abroad, our beloved Christ-glorifying
missionary operations.

The year 1801 brought us acquainted with
the first ripe fruits of our denominational
efforts, The Baptist Missionary Socicty wus
formed in 1792; but it was not until Decem-
ber 28, 1800, after the scriptures had begun
to be circnlated in Bengalec, that a single
Hindoo could he prevailed upon to lose caste
for the gospel. Five morc were baptized in

&4
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18075 but at the close of 1818, when Mr,
Ward left India to revisit England, he in-
forms us in his “TFarewell Letters,” that
from six hundred to seven hundred native
converts had been baptized ; the ehief portion
of whom were the fruits of the labours of
native brethren, of whom about fifty were
become in some degree missionaries! And
now, through the divine blessing upon the
labours of the missionaries of the different
Christian denominations, the evangelization
of the world is delightfully going forward in
a great number of places; and in proportion
as Christian servants act in character, and are
diligent and prayerful in fulfilling his com-
mission, he will beyond all question commu-
nicate the Iloly Spirit, until we shall behold
with joy, not merely the dawning, but the
full blaze of the glorious long promised happy
millennial day.

It has been the privilege of the writer to
be engaged during thirty years of the last
half century, from 1816 to 1846, in exten-
sively ministering the gospel, and procuring
funds, in the service of our society for
Ireland; and although he is now from
necessity  become  superannunated, others,
younger in life, and with pre-eminent qualifi-
cations, have entered into his labours, and
the cause is happily still progressing; nor
can any hindrance that is existing, or may
hereafter arise, be effectual to prevent even-
tually the complete regeneration of the whole
human family; for to Jesus “every knee
must bow, and every tongue confess,” ¢ He
must increase,” and he is to see “ the travail
of his soul,” until not only himself, but his
holy Father, and the Holy Spirit, and his
whole redeemed church shall be most abun-
dantly satisfied ; and the reign of sin being
terminated for ever, the reign of righteous-
ness shall then become both universal and
perpetual. Lord hasten the blessed period,
Awen, and Amen.

I am, dear brother,
Yours truly,
StepHEN Davis.
Trafalgar Square, Peckham, Surrey.

THE BTATISTICS OF THE BRISTOL BAPTIST
COLLEGE.

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine.

DEar Sir,—Will you permit me to cor-
rect an error of some importance which
appears in the Magazine for December rela-
tive to the statistics of the Bristol Baptist
College. It i3 there stated, that the income
of the college for the year ending June 26,
1849, was £2042 18s. 3d.; and the expendi-
ture £2270 14s. 3d. 1'be income is corrcctly
given as to amount, hut your readers are
nevertheless likely to reccive an erroncous
impression from the statement. Any one
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who will refer to the Report will find that of
this sum £1049 0s. Gd., was derived from
legacies, so that the actual amount received
from ordinary sources was under £1000. Of
these legacies, two smaller ones amounting to
£150, were applied as part of the funds of
the year, whilst the generous legacy of Mr.,
Caddick of Tewkesbury, amounting to £1000
5 per cent. cons,, was after payment of duty
transferred into the name of the trustees, and
added to the capital stock of the society, All
this is clearly stated in the Report. In the
treasurer’s account, the net proceeds of this
legacy, £899 0s. Gd., appear on each side,
and of course are included in the totals.
This sum has to be deducted, therefore, from
both the income and the expenditure, in order
to present a fair account,—from the income,
Decause it has not been considered as avail-
able income and therefore has not been em-
ployed as such, much more from the ex-
penditure, since in fact it has not been
expended, but is still the property of the
society. This deduction is not, however, the
only one that is to be made from the ex-
penditure. The compiler of the statistical
account has no doubt intended to deduct
from the total casting the balance due to the
treasurer at the beginning of the year, viz.
£104 6s. 4d. But he has forgotten the £100,
and has deducted only the odd money. The
true account of income and expenditure will
stand thus:—

£ s d
Total receipts as by treasurer’s account 2042 18 3
Deduct net proceeds of Mr. Caddick’s

legacy which has been funded........... 899 0 6
Available Income ......ccoiiiiviininnnnn 1143 17 §
Totalon the Dr.side of treasurer'saccount 2275 0 7
Deduct balance due to the treasurer...... 104 6 4

2170 14 3
Deduct also transfer of 3 per cents. ...... 893 0 6
Expenditure of the year ......... TP J127113 9

It would, perhaps, be hardly worth while
to occupy so much time and space in point-
ing out this error, were it not that the statis-
tics given in the Magazine may hereafter bo
referred to as authoritative with regard tos
question about which much has been snid and
written, the great expense of our collegiate
institutions, According to thestatement inthe
Magazine, the expense per student would be
more than £103. The real state of the case,
however is that the expense of each student
to the institution was under £58. This will
be immediately seen by any one who will
take the trouble to divide the expenditure a8
given in the Magazine, and as I have stated
it above, by twenty-two, the actual number
of students in the college Aduring the last
session.  The mistake is the moro unfortd-
nate, inasmuch as the expense per student



EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT.

was far less during the past session than it |
has heen for several preceding years, owing in
great part to the larger number of students.
I am, dear sir,
Yours very sincerely,
Dristoly, Dec. 17, 1849. ¥. W, Goron.

MINISTERIAL ATTENDANCE AT MIXED
MARRIAGES.

To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine,

Desr Str,—As a pastor called by divine
providence to labour in a retired village, and
prevented by my lone situation from much
intercourse with beloved brethren, con-
sequently hindered from obtaining their aid
and counsel in solving some of my pastoral
difficulties, allow me to entreat the favour
of your opinion, as well as any of your excel-
lent correspondents, as to my path of duty
in the following case:—

Qur chapel is registered for the celebration
of marringes, my expressed views are very
decisive as to its being scripturally wrong for
helievers to marry unbelievers, I have reason
to expect before long, I shall be solicited to
conduct a religious service, and to be one at
the festive table, in celebration of the marriage
of a young lady, a member of the church,
with a gentleman of moral character, but
no evidence that he is “ A new creature in
Christ Jesus.” Shall I by conducting the
teligious service on the occasion, and joining
the social party, be guilty of conniving at
what [ consider a violation of scripture truth,
or having clearly taught, and plainly stated
to the member concerned her duty, is the sin
her’s and not mine; or in one word, am I
tight in being one of the party, or a party to
the marriage consummation ?

Entreating an early notice of this in your
wnch-loved raagazine.

1 am, yours very truly,
Dec. 10, 1849. A CouxtrY Pasror.

EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT.

The Baptist Annual Meetings will be held
this year rather earlier in the month of April
than vsual, The Annual Meeting of the
Bllﬂe' Society, by which the days for other
Societies making use of Exeter Hall are
Tegulated, is always on the first Wednesday
I May. That happens this year to be the
first day of the month. The Annual Meeting
of the” Baptist Missionary Society will in
Consequence be on Thursday, the 25th of
llll‘ll. The Thursdny evening sermon, which
the Rev. F. Tucker of Manchester has
“ngaged to preach, will be on the 18th of
April; the Lord’s day for the simultaneous
T‘m.ons for the mission will be the 2lst of
. ]1‘,“1; and the Wednesday morning sermon,
“hich the Hon. and Rev. B, W, Noel has
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engaged to preach, will be on the 24th of
April,

We have again afforded to our friend Mr,
Lillycrop opportunity to say in our corres.
pondenco department all that his benevolence
dictates respecting aged and infirm ministers,
and the society for which he pleads. It is
incumbent on us, however, in doing so, to
take care that his proposal shall not be
misunderstood. If a collection were made
on the first Lord’s-day in the year, in con-
formity with his suggestion, and the thousand
pounds to which he refers were realized, it
would be a delightful thing; but it is right
that the public should remember that no
worn-out minister would derive any advantage
from it, however necessitous he might be,
unless he happened to be one of the hundred
and eight who are beneficiary members of
the society commonly called, “The Bath
Saciety,” and then only in case it appeared
that he was permancntly incapacitated for
pastoral or minjsterial duties by reason of
age or infirmity. There are but twenty-seven
brethren, we believe, in these circumstances;
but twenty-seven therefore to whom the
proposed collection would be available, and
nothing would be farther from their wishes,
we are sure, than that collections should be
made for aged and infirm baptist ministers
generally, of which they alone should receive
the benefit. The treasurer and secretary of
the society referred to have carefully marked
the distinction between aged and infirm
ministers generally, and aged and infirm
ministers who have secured to themselves the
privileges of members of that institution, and
our own desire in making these remarks is
only to prevent mistake, and second their
judicious observations.

The Rev. F. Bosworth, M.A., from
Canada, arrived in London a few days since.
As it is not likely that his services will be
required again in the college at Montreal, at
least for the present, itis not improbable that
he may accept an engagement at home.

The most recent intelligence respecting
Dr. Achilli affords no brighter prospect than
previous statements of his deliverance from
the pontifical grasp; but in one respect it is
highly satisfactory, It is now acknowledged
by those who hold him in bonds that no
evidence can be adduced against him of any
but religious offences, The other accusations
are entirely abandoned. The story about a
nun who lived at Viterbo twenty years ago
turns out to be a vile fubrication for which
there was not even a shadow of pretence. All
that he is now charged with is the violation
of his canonical dutics as a Romish pricst;
he is therefore, in the face of all Europe, a
living demonstration of the unabated intoler-
ance of popery,
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The Rev, C. Stovel is about to deliver a
course of lectures on the nature and beginning
of spiritual life, its sacred rccognition, its
privilege, its aim, its cultivation, its fruits,
its conflict, its resources, its fellowship, its
present joys, its hope, and its duration.
The lectures will be delivered in Little
Prescot Street meeting-house, commencing
on Lord’s-day evening, Jannary Gth, 1850;
and they will be continued on the following
sabbath evenings, providence permitting, nntil
the series has been completed, commencing
at half past six o’clock.

Proposals have been issued by Messrs.
Johnstone and Hunter which deserve the
attention of ministers who are able to pur-
chase books, and of those friends of ministers
who take pleasure in making additions to
their pastors’ libraries. The whole works of
Dr. Owen, exclusive of the exposition of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, are offered in fifteen
octavo volumes for the sum of three guineas,
to be advanced at the commencement of the
three coming years, five volumes per ycar
being received in return by each subseriber,
The respectability of the publishers is a
sufficient guarantee for the fulfilment of all
their undertakings; and, as we appreciate the
works of Dr. Owen very bighly, we shall be
rcjoiced to learn that the response to their
offer, which they request immediately, equals
their most sanguine expectations.

The Statistics of three or four Societies, as
given in our Supplement, were but a reprint
of those of 1848, as we had not been able to
procure Reports for 1849. The Report of
the Directors of the Protestant Union for the
benefit of the Widows and Children of Pro-
testant Ministers of all Denominations has
since been kindly forwarded, and we are now
able in consequenee to say that on the 30th
of April, 1849, the Income for the preceding
year, including dividends, had been, £2,041
15s. 11d.; and the Expenditure £1,104 Is.
9d.; that £641 7s. 6d. had been laid out in
the purchase of Stock; that the balance in
the Treasurer’s hands was £652 13s. 2d; that
the number of annuitants was twenty-scven,
and the number of members one hundred
and sixty-eight. Several others have been
admitted, we are informed, since the Annual
Meeting.

The chapel in John Street, Gray’s Inn
Lane, so long occupied by the late Rev. J.
H. Evans, who had a life interest in it, has
heen purchased by the church worshipping
in it, now under the care of Mr. Noel. The
arrangement was concluded a very few days
ago. 'The price to be paid is, we believe,
£6,250.

Specimens of the works which the Com-

mittee of the Sunday School Union has
prepared for the use of the teachers and
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children according to its custom at this season
of the year have just rcached us. It will be
a convenience to those of our readers who are
engaged in this important department of ser-
vice, if we mention without delay the assistance
thus provided for them.

The Sunday School Teacher’s Class Regis-
ter and Diary for 1850. 12mo., pp. 128.

The Sunday School Teacher's Class Regis-
ter for 1850.  12mo., pp. 24.

The Union Tune Book, a Selection of
Psalm and Hymn Tunes, for Use in Congre-
gations and Sunday Schools, Treble Part.

Notes on the Scripture Lessons for 1849,
12mo., pp. 146.

The Bible Class Magazine.
1849.  12mo., pp. 332.

The Sunday School Union Magazine,

Vol. 1L

Vol. VI. 1849. 12mo., pp. 332.
The Child’s Own Book. 1849. 32mo.
pp. 192,

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Approbed.
Continued from page 25.
Characters, Scenes, and Incidents of the Reform-
ation ; from the Rise of the Culdaes to the Times

of Luther. Zondon: R.T.8. Monthly Serics. pp.
192,  Price 6d.

England in tho Eighteonth Century ; or,a History
of the Reigns of the House of Hanover, from the
Accession of George 1. tc the Peace of Amicns.
London : Religious Tract Society. 12mo., pp. 438

Christ’s Second Advent. The Funeral Qration
delivered at the Grave of Dr. Gifford, in Bunhill
Fields, on Friday Morning, July 2nd, 1784. By
JouN RvLaND, A.M, of Northampton. Also, Ex-
tracts from Dr. Rippon’s Funeral Sermon for the
Rey. John Ryland, A.M. Third Edition. Reviged
by J. A. JoNES. London: Paul. pp. 24.

Sketches of the Crusades. By G. E. SARGENT,
Author of “The Philanthropist of the World,’
«The White Stave,”” “The Bedfordshiro Tinl(qr,’
«The Jamaica Missionary,” *‘ The Young Working

Man,” “ Trades Dascribed,” &eo., &e.  London:
Partridge and Oakey. 16mo., pp. 204.

The Happy Family; a Picture from Life. By
THoMas WALLACE, Author of the “ Heavenly

Home," ¢ Intellectual Cultivation,” ‘¢ The Student’s
Manual,” &e. London : W. F. Ramsay, 11, Bromplon
Row, Brompton. Sold also by Ward and Co.

Cyclopmdia of Moral and Religious Anacdotes :
a Collection of nearly Three Thousand Facts, Incl
dents, Narratives, Examples, and Testimonics,
embracing the first of the kind in west former COli
lections, and some Hundreds in Addition, Origlna:
and Selected. The wholo Arranged and C]n_smIIEd
on a New Plan, with copious Topical and Seriptural

Indoxes. Dy the Rev. K. AnviNg, A.M., Pastor 0_
tho Providence Church, Now York. No.1V. Lo%
don. DPricels. 120,
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CUTTUB MINAR.
DELHI.

This very remarkable pillar stands about twelve miles south of the modern
oity of Delhi, and is arrived at through a dismal field of tombs, and innumerable
ruins of the ancient city. Its base is a polygon of twenty-seven sides. The
exterior part is fluted into twenty-seven semicircular and angular divisions, At
various heights are five balconies, which are reached by a dark staircase num-
bering in the whole to the top 384 steps. The height of the pillar is 242 feet.

This structure is unrivalled in Hindostan for its great size, profusion of
ornament, and solidity of construction. For three hundred years it has resisted
storm, earthquake, and time.

The village of Cuttub itself, the ruins of which surround the pillar on every
side, is famed for the possession of the shrine and relics of Cuttub ud Deen, a
celebrated Mahommedan saint. The devotees of Islam resort thither in crowds,
mutter their prayers at the tomb, and depart, as they think, favourites of heaven,

Cuttub ud Deen was the first of the Afghan and Patan dynasty of sovereigns,
and took possession of Delhi, wresting it from the hands of the Hindoos, in the
year 1193. The pillar, however, was not erected till the reign of his successor,
Shum ud Deen Altumsh, about 1230, A.p. The place was the scene of very hard
fighting between the Hindoo sovereigns and their Patan invaders. The Mussul-
wans say that 5000 martyrs to their religion lie interred in the neighbourhood.

Bishop Heber thus describes his approach : ¢ Qur route lay over a country still
rocky and barren, and still sprinkled with tombs and ruins, till on ascending a
little eminence, we saw one of the most extensive and striking scenes of ruin
which T have met with in any country. The Cuttub Minar is really the finest
tower I have ever seen, and must, when its spire was complete, have been still
more beautiful. These Patans built like giants and finished their work like
jewellers.”

In the neighbourhood of this remarkable monument, at Delhi, labours our ageld
missionary brother, Mr. THoMPsON, often embracing in his preaching tours this
favourite resort of Mohammedan devotion.

In a recent number of the Oriental Baptist we have an instructive examp.Ie of
the missionary’s labour. Availing himself of the failure of rain, our brother wisely
attempted to lead the excited people to a consideration of the claims of Him who
18 the Ruler of heaven and earth, May the Spirit of God render permanent the
feelings which were then awakened !

Suﬁ'erings qf the people_

August 1st, 1849. Our rains commenced
rather favourably, but a sudden stop was put
to them, and for seventeen long days and
nights (the dry, hot, and parching west winds
blowing unintermittingly for fifieen days of
that time), the whole population suffered very
much, and man and beast were panting, rest-
less, and uncomfortable, to a degree never
known to have been experienced in former
years. DBrahmins were consulted : their cal-
culations failed ; offerings were made, but to
no purpose. The first half of the (otherwise)
rainy month of Shriban was passing away
without & drop of rain. Muhammadans went

out of the city to their Eedg& every morning
in clusters of from ten to twenty to pray.
Trains of poor families came in grent numbers
every morning from Marwér, and countries
where no rain had fallen at the ploughing
season, for their hopes of & harvest weré
gone. The picture altogether of unx\!e)‘S_
suffering was dismal ; and the worst antici®
tions of all, that to such a season of unes'
ampled drought, a famine would succeeé
were, by & kind of wish not to know !
worst, concealed.

The people directed to God.

. . i
In this state of general feeling, zemlndrln_
and cultivators came flowing in every Mo
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ing to learn something of the opinion of the
lenrned astrologers of Delhi, as to whether
there would be any rain, and when. Seeing
me surrounded by attentive numbers, listen-
ing to something, they have stopped, and in
the midst of the reading asked me in a half
frantic manner, ‘‘ Is there to be rain? We
are dying: we and our families, and young
children must perish.” I have stopped and
reasoned with them on the Lord God of the
gospel being the ruler of the universe; his
having the day of one’s birth and death,
which he reveals to no one, in his hands; and
the time when it shall, and when it sball not
rain. That he is Sovereign in all he does,
and does not impart his counsels to men.
‘That his merey, however, may be implored
by us, pleading wbat his love and merey
have done for our souls, in giving his Son to
shed bis blood for our guilt, and beseeching
him to have merey upon our suffering bodies;
and leaving to his wise and gracious will
when to show that mercy. This was done
from morning to morning regularly for a
number of days ; and partaking of the general
feeling of distress and anxiety, I had copied
out and handed to the people (who eagerly
and with joy on their countenances accepted
them) a paper containing three hymns; in
the first, stating the isery and universal
suffering of man and beast from the want of
rain, and beseeching God for Christ’s sake to
bestow the anxiously looked-for blessing : in
the second, the promise in Genesis is pleaded
that as long as the earth lasts, seed time and
harvest shall not cease; and deploring that
our sins and unworthiness had caused the
rain to be withheld, intreating for the Re-
deemer’s sake, the blessing might now be
granted ; in the third, blessing God for the
gift of his Son for the salvation of a guilty
world, trusting that no minor good would be
withheld, and praying that He who had not
withheld his Son for man’s salvation, would
Lie pleased to vouchsafe the blessing of rain

for man’s bodily or temporal wants.

47

Ghood effects produced.

These hymns and suitable adrresses, ap-
peared greatly to impress the minds of the
people, both of the city and the country, and
led a great many of them to hear statedly
what I read or said to them, and to desire the
hymns might be given them to read at home.
The reading of the ten commandments, with
application to the circumstances of all, pro-
duced a quickening effect, and under its salu-
tary effect en aged Hindoo, who could not
read, begged he might have a copy which be
would get another to read to him, ‘‘as,” he
added, ‘“it makes me inwardly fear when I
hear that tract.”” The reply to the frequently
asked question, What is sin? excites fixed
attention, and fifty to eighty every morning
stand in silence to hear it. One man, on
going away, said, *“ Of the many stripes laid
upon the mind, a single one may some day
take effect.” The above two tracts, and that
““ For all Classes,” now for the first time fix
the attention of Muhammadans also, and they
appear equally attentive with the Hindoos;
one man, however, yesterday morning went
away murmuring, “Is there no other Sa-
viour!” This arose from the frequent men-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only
Saviour, to whom every individual addressed,
of every occupation and caste, is referred, and
called upon to believe in, and implore salvation
from. The season of drought was thus hap-
pily improved by a great accession of hearers,
and a more fixed attention. At length, on
the seventeenth day, the rain fell, and most
heavily, and through much mercy, dissipated
every fear, and made every face to smile.
The hymn, thanking for rain, now sounded
most grateful to every ear, and gave an ap-
propriate close to the feeling of the season.

1 should add about the blessing of the rain,
that for six days consecutively we had most
copious showers, and after two days’ recess,
clouds are still hanging over us, day and
night. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his bencfits !

SAGOR.

In a communication to the secretary, dated September 7th, 1849, Mr. Maxr-
Prace informs us that Le has had the happiness of baptizing fourteen persons.
Three otliers have been received as candidates, and may be baptized oun the first
sabbath in October, and there were several inquirers. From the Orientul Baptist
We take a more detailed account of these additions to the church of Christ, and of
the Prospects of the mission at this station.

ﬂﬁ;filglyt 4th, 1849, Tt is my pleesing  duty
o 0 communicate to you intelligence of
13 )s.m‘s at Sagor, On the first sabbath of
“‘ ]ul "‘“bent month. I bnptl.zed two young men,
seho l‘ll'evumllor instruction in our sabbath

ol Their awokening and conversion,

however, must, I believe, be attributed, under
God, to the instrumentality of one of our
brethren in the church.  Fourteen individuals
have thus, through the abounding goodness of
our God, been admitted to the fellowship of
the church; and others, I am thankful to

i 2
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add, are standing at the threshold. One of
our number has recently been removed by
death—an aged brother who was formerly
connected with Mr. Williams’ church at
Agra. His end was peace. Though one has
fallen, yet our ranks again appear unbroken
and entire, for the place of the veteran has
been more than filled up by the stepping
forth of others with the dew of their youth
fresh upon them. The church triumphant in
heaven has received an accession to its glori-
fied legions, but the church militant upon
earth has in point of numbers, been doubly
compensated for her loss.

The Sabbath School,

The attendance at the sabbath school has
lately been more numerous than usual, and
the teachers have been meeting together to
deliberate on measures whereby to secure
more effective and systematic operation. Into
details 1 need not enter. Suffice it to say
that among the objects proposed, and in the
carrying out of which a commencement has
been made, is the establishment of a Iibrary
for the benefit of the elder scholars and of
those parents who may be disposed to avail
themselves of the advantages it will undoubt-
edly afford.

The English residents.

You will naturally suppose that our opera-
tions bere must be telling upon the character
of the residents. I mention it with gratitude
to God, that I have been told on unquestion-
ahle authority, that since my arrival a great
change has come over a certain portion of the
commuunity. There is less of unbecoming
comment upon the character of others, and a
manifest improvement in respect of religious
conduct and feeling. The doctrine and pre-
cepts of the gospel have been freely discussed,
the claims of religion have been enforced and
felt, the theatre has been denounced as a
place of evil, and the bible has been made the
companion of the pillow. Prejudices like-
wise have been rapidly on the wane; ex-
pressions of goodwill towards ns have been
uttered in the higher circles of society ;
whilst amongst the various members of the
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church an unbroken harmony prevails. Tn
our congregation, aye, and at our communion
table, you will sec not only baptists, but nlso
friends belonging to the Wesleyan, Jnde-
pendent, and Episcopalian bodies, and yet
there has been no clashing of parties. These
various shades of religious belief appear to
have harmoniously blended like the diverse
eolours in the rainbow. Remember us now
and again in your prayers, that the operations
thus auspiciously commenced may be vigor-
ously prosecuted and sustained—that our
infant community may be augmented rapidly
in numbers, and be beautified with every
heavenly grace—and that our ‘‘peaee may
tlow like a river, and our righteousness as the
waves of the sea.”

Native service and chapel.

It remains for me to write a few lines re-
garding our n&tive service on Lord’s day, and
in reference to which I desire to make an
appeal for aid to the friends of missions in
India. The average attendance at the service
has, in favourable weather, been encouraging.
About eighty natives have assembled, but I
wisli to make it known that for their accom-
modation we have nothing more than the
open verandah of a private dwelling. Efforts
have been made to procure assistance towards
the erection of a chapel, and in a few cases
the call has been handsomely responded to.
About 1200 rupees will be required, of which
amount about 300 rupees only have been
realized. Our venerable brother from Tehri
told a friend the other day in private conver-
sation, that if he could recover the sum due
to him from Tehri he would give 500 rupees
in aid of the building. It was of eourse &
noble resolve, and eminently worthy of that
Christianity for wbich he has, to a great
extent, ““ suffered the loss of all things.” He
is debarred the privilege of helping in 4 man-
ner commensurate with his wishes; but if
each reader of the Herald would kindly for-
ward the small sum of two rupees in further-
ance of the object, the work would be done
and the claim abundantly satisfed. And
who can draw back, and say the set time to
favour Sfgor has not yet come?

—

JESSORE.
In the last Herald our brother PArry intimated that he was hoping to baptize

other converts to the faith of Christ.
fulfilment of his hopes.

August 10¢h, 1849. You will be delighted
to hear that I have again heen baptizing a
few bhelievers. On the first Lord’s day of
this month four disciples made a public pro-
tession of Christianity by undergoing the
sacred itz of haptism in Kusha Sahib-ganj.

In the following extract he gives the

Three of these renounced Mohammedanism
many years ago, hut were content in heing
merely nominal Christians, They attended
my ministry for about a year, and by the
grace of God they were awaked to feel 8
concern for the salvation of their souls som¢
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months ago, and were ohserved to be diligent
in attending on the public means of grace,
and to manifest an earnest endeavour to walk
in conformity to the commandments of God.
One of them, I am happy to add, can read
the scriptures in Bengali. Another of the
sajd number, the daughter of Christian
parents, can also read. She is a young
disciple, being about thirteen years of age.
Tt is truly delightful to see young people
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following the Lord Jesus Christ. Her hus-
hand has been a member for several years.
She came here some time ago, on a visit to
her mother, and it pleased the Lord to make
his word instrumental to her conversion. I
hope and pray, that by the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ each one of these disciples
will continue to glorify God to the end, and
at last obtain eternal life,

——

DACCA.

Our brother Rosinsox, under date of July 31, 1849, gives the following account
of the labours of the native preachers, and the opening prospects of the gospel in

India.

In his desire we most fully sympathize, and would cordially urge it upon

the disciples of Christ, “Oh! that our frinds at home could be persuaded to push

on the work.”
Redeemer.

July 31st, 1849, Just after I had written
at the beginning of this month, Mr. Atherton
called on me, and having seen how weak I
was in the pulpit on the preceding sabbath
evening, offered me his boat for four days to
go on the river. This was a very kind offer,
and the river air was just what I needed.
The next day, therefore, I was on the Suk-
heya, and, on the evening of the second day,
I reached Kapashya-ganj, a village which 1
had visited only once before. The next
morning, before sunrise, Chand and I went
into the bazar, and collected a few people
round us. I spoke to them for a little time,
but I had neither energy nor strength, and
was soon obliged to desist. Chand then
commenced, and gave them a rather long
address, to which they became increasingly
attentive, and he concluded by praying with
them. We returned to the boat, and Chand
soon went out again, and was well received.
After breakfast, as our time was short, we
were obliged to leave the place on our return.
In the afternoon, we reached a place called
Sumbadarit, just at the time the market com-
menced. Chand spent about three hours in
the market in preaching and distributing
books, He was well received; the people
were much pleased both with his preaching,
and the books which he gave them. Gladly
would T have joined him, but I was so weak
that 1 was obliged to remain the greater part
of the time on my bed,

Return home.

How much things are changed! Almost
every where now our preaching and hooks
are well' received. There will be a harvest;
ltrl.x1 :1116 time we shall reap if we faint not, On
l)eiL11r1Cth '(ﬁy’ Saturday, I reached home, and
o tg‘,vn itt c.e. refreshed by the trip, T engaged

0 services on the following sabbath.

Let this cry for help be heard by all who love the cause of their

The labour, I fear, was too much for me, for
fever followed, and I was kept at home on
the two following sabbaths. Last sabbath I
preached in the evening; I did not feel much
fatigued, but I got a slight return of fever in
the night. 1 am better to-day, but, of course,
weak. I hope I may continue better, but
my hope is mixed with fear,

Seed time and harvest.

Ramjibam returned from Tippera after
being absent more than two months. He
has much to say of an encouraging nature
about the people among whom he has been.
Some of them have said that they will be
Christians, and I hope that they will eventu-
ally prove a people prepared for the Lord.
I mean to send him again this month; and I
wish him, if he can, to bring over two or
three of the best of them, that I may see and
converse with them. I cannot go to see
them; the expense would be too great, and
I am wanted here at Dacca.

Chand and Jaynarayan have been to
Bikrampur. They speak well of their re-
ception. God is working a change in the
native mind. Oh that our friends at honie
could be persuaded to push on the work !
They helped us heartily to clear the forest;
but now the time is come for ploughing and
sowing, they seem to faint. The fields are
not white to harvest, but if you have passed
through the Sunderbans, you must have been
struck with the difference between the dense
forest, and the lands which have been cleared
and subjected to the operations of the plough.
Such is the state of things here; the forest,
once so dense and formidable, has disap-
peared, and we can drive the plough now—
the gospel plough—just where we please. 1
may not live to see the harvest, of which I
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feel assured; hut let me, while I do live, | home, that in due time they will veap if they
bear my testimony to the present encouraging | faint not. My fear is, that they will live to
state of things; let me tell our friends at|mourn that they have sown so spuringly.

SERAMPORE.

In the November Herald we gave an interesting narrative of the awakening and
death of a youth who had for some time been receiving the instructions of Mr. Din-
uAM, and promised to give an example of the class exercises lie was accustomed to
prepare for his tutor. The paper we now present to our readers, displays no
common power of thought and expression, and at the same tiine exhibits his
knowledge of the great features of God’s plan of redemption. His heathen ex-
traction, and consequent early initiation into Hindoo idolatry, must not be
forgotten in its perusal, nior the fact that it was written, not in his native tongue,

but in the language of Britain, which he had acquired. -

ON THE MERCY OF GOD.

Mercy is an attribute of God, distinct from
goodness, and opposed to justice. The dis-
tinction between mercy and goodness is, that
the former consists in pardoning, the latter
does not; the goodness of God alone is not
enough for the salvation of man, for he is a
sinner. Many, even among good and learned
men, mistake in treating of this subject ; they
confound goodness with merey, consequently

they have an imperfect idea of the grounds of

salvation ; but there are some who err still
further, in professing that they can be saved
by the performance of various duties, and
affirm that mercy is not necessury to salva-
tion. True, God is a just God; 1if there he
nothing blameworthy in them, certainly they
will neither incur, nor will He inflict, punish-
ment on them; but the question is, are their
deeds blameless, perfect, such as God can
acknowledge? Take the best of them,—
instance their love to that God in whom we
live, move, and have our being. Should not
the love wherewith we love Him be perfect?
Ought we not 1o love him with the whole
heart, and soul, and strength? But those
men fail to love God even as they love the
world ; how much more to love Him with a
love corresponding to his goodness ?

Man, moreover, is a sinful creature; no
works of his own can be the meritorious cause
of his salvation ; surely, sinners need merey.
But in what way can God show his mercy,
without violating the harmony of his other
attributes? If a man be brought before a
judge, and his crime be fully established by
the testimony of competent witnesses, should
the judge forgive, instead of decreeing sentence
to the criminal,~—nay more, set him free,—
would not justice be outraged and violated ?
If man, sinful man, feel it to be a sin, how
must God, who is a holy Being, regard it?

The great difficulty, how can God be just!

and yet merciful, exercised the minds of the

sages of the earliest times. They failed to
solve the question satisfactorily. But is there
uo way of solving it,—no way of reconciling
these apparently conflicting attributes? None
but the plan laid down in the scriptures of
truth—He who is sent of God, and is able to
stand in the place of sinners, and endure the
penalty due to them. This he did when he
died for them. The justice of God is seen in
Messiah’s obedience and sufferings, Jehovah's
mercy in his being sent.

‘The merey of God, though pure mercy, is
vet consistent with justice. God is righteous
in showing merey to the most guilty, and
appears as unimpeachably just in receiving
sinners of the human race who were polluted
with sin, as in conferring happiness on the
highest archangel, or confirming the blessed
spirits in their standing, because the deht of
justice, if not paid by the saved sinner, has
been fully paid by Jesus the Saviour.

When the necessity of Divine mercy is
distinctly declared, some persons, though fully
convinced of its truth, will rise in hostility
against it, and will declare it cennot be mercy
unless extended equaily to all. This is one of
the misconceptions arsing from an improper
view of the nature of Divine mercy, to which
we before adverted; they want to bring those
who reject the word of God to stand on the
same level with those who are accepted by
Him. Men naturally wish that kind of
mercy in God, which they imagine will allow
a portion of human merit to be blended with
Messiah’s obedience, or their sincerity. This
cannot be. Others would have God all
mercy. These should look around them;
how often do they see their fellow-creaturgs
suffering, and the sufferings they undergo
beyond the reach of human control. There
are many ills of life which arise not from the
imprudence of those who are the sufferers;
nor are they ascribable to the individual, but
to causes above and beyond him—the cholers,
the pestilence, lereditary sufferings, and the
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fike. If God be all-mereiful, why are such
tlhings permitted to exist? Neither do these
agreo with Divine justice abstractedly. Tell
the man who has violated God’s laws by
folly or constant dissipation—tell such people
that God is all-merciful, end mark the reply.
1t is not beeuuse their sins are too great to be
forgiven by God, but because of their unbelief
and impenitence, Faith is the medium
through which sinners approach God; by
faith in the Redeemer they obtain mercy; all
deserve to die, but mercy declares he who
believes shall be saved.

Fellow-traveller to eternity, a Hindoo asks
you what are your views of God’s mercy?
Tt is as far above the mercy that could be
anticipated by the humen mind, as heaven is
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above the earth, But how wonderful is it
that the mercy of God may be obtained, even
at the last moments of the life of the most
guilty ; still none can guarantee a single day
or hour; none therefore should delay.  “ Be-
hold, now is the accepted time; behold, now
is the day of salvation ; to-day, if ye hear His
voice, harden not your hearts.”” DMy earnest
desire for myself, and all my fellow-creatures,
is, that they trust not to themselves, but
entertaining a lowly opinion of themselves
before God, and being deeply humbled with a
sense of their need of his grace, seek after that
satisfying blessing which can be had without
money and without price. C.P.C.

Died April 20th, 1849, aged 19, or 20,

Serumpore College.

It is with great pleasure we announce that the Government of India has

issued the draft of an Act, designed to extend the just and humane principle that no
man shall be deprived of his rights and property on account of any change in his
religion. Native converts to Christianity, whether Hindoos or Mohammedans,
will not therefore, as hitherto, be called upon to sacrifice their earthly possessions
in making a profession of attachment to the gospel of Christ. This anomaly
under a professedly Christian government has too long been suffered to prevail.
The abrogation of the laws of Menu and Mahomet will be hailed by all the
friends of the missionary cause with gratitude and joy, as another obstruction
removed to the prevalence of the gospel in Hindostan,

CEYLON.
COLOMBO.

The following letter, dated November 8th, addressed to Mr. Angus, from our
esteemed missionary, Mr. Dawson, conveys the very afflicting intelligence of the
departure into the rest of God, of our worthy, tried, and excellent brother, Mr.
Davies. He has long delivered his Master’s message of peace with fidelity and
zeal, and not without many tokens of that Master’s approbation. Now, his
labours ended, he is for ever with his Lord. But, who shall take his place?

any longer in the island. Dr. and Mrs. El-
liott, with their usual kindness, invited him,

You will, T am sure, be exceedingly
grieved to hear the intelligence which it is my

Ppainful duty to communicate. Our greatly
esteemed brother Davies is no more. His
long' affliction, after baffling all available
medieal skill, had led him to determine on
going .home, but infinite wisdom ordered
otherwise, and removed him to his home
above, In connexion with the late reduction
In the grant to Ceylon, arrangements had
been made for brother Allen to come to
C010.mb0. He arrived about a month ago,
and in consideration of brother Davies’s weak
State of health undertook at once the prin-
Cl!lél! part of the duties of the station. Brother
ﬁd(;i}cs hoped to be able to do a little, but
cn ng himself get worse, he was reluctantly
®mpelled to give up the idea of remaining

with Mrs. Davies and the children, to spend
the last month at their house. They went
on the 27th ult., but on the same aay our
lamented brother was attacked with dysen-
tery, or rather the symptoms of that discase,
under which he had for some time been
labouring, then became very decided, and
soon assumed so severe a form that it became
evident his end was near. Brother Allen
informed me of his danger, and 1 went down
to Colombo just in time to have the mournful
satisfaction of attending him in his dying
hours.  You will not be surprised to hear,
that through the whole of his afHliction his
confidence in the Redeemer never for a
moment forsook him, He was “strong in
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faith, giving glory to God,” looking for com-
plete redemption as the result of his frec
grace through Christ Jesus. His sufferings,
under the disease of which he died, though
short, were more than ordinarily severe; yet
he manifested great patience, and perfect
resignation to the will of God. On the 2nd
of November, about two o’clock, r.M., his
sufferings terminated, and his spirit joined
‘¢ the spirits of the just made perfect.”

Mrs. Davies has keenly felt the trying
dispensation, but is, I am happy to say,
enabled to bear her heavy loss with much
Christian fortitude. At her desire, 1 write to
you, Mrs. Davies is thinking of leaving,
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with her two little ones, in the ¢ Garland
Grove,” which will sail for England in a few
days. Her failing health has long made it
necessary, in the opinion of medical men, for
her to leave the island.

You will hear from other sources of the
high estimation in which owr deceased brother
was held by a very large portion of the com-
munity, who are now anxious to testify their
regard by making some provision for his
surviving family. Need I say, that we all
feel the deepest interest in their welfare, and
that the case of Mrs. Davies especially calls
for our keenest sympathy;

WEST INDIES.

BAHAMAS.
RUM CAY.

Our laborious missionary, Mr. LirTiEwoop, gives the following interesting
general view of the extent of his labours, and the difficulties and discouragements
of the work, especially with regard to schools, in a letter dated Sept. 22, 1849.

Connected with the Rum Cay station
under my supervision, are more than twelve
islands, and a great number of sub-stations.
These islands are far removed from each
other, the means of reaching them irregular
and expensive. In the absence of the mis-
sionary the public services are conducted by
the deacons, men of good character, but
totally destitute of any advantages except
piety, and the ability to read very imperfectly.
Sabbath schools are established wherever we
can obtain the services of a few able to teach;
but in some places little morc than the
alphabet is known by the instructors. Hun-
dreds of children on these sea-girt islands are
growing up without the means of education.
We had connected with this station till lately
six native agents supported by the Missionary
Society ; those funds failing, they were thrown
upon the people with whom they were located,
who from their poverty and a want of a
proper appreciation of mental and spiritual
advantages, took but little interest in them
after the first few months. At Rum Cay, my
principal station, we have one day school;
we had two, both well attended for a time.
One failed a year ago, the other is fast de-
clining, and the teacher fears he will be
obliged to close in a few weceks this, the
only school on the island. The public ser-
vices here are better supplied than at any
of the other islands, the missionary making
this his head quarters for three or four
months of the year. The island is left to

Baptist influence, with the exception of an:

occasional visit from the clergy, who are ex-
erting their every power to establish them-
selves,

San Salvador.

San  Salvador, above eighty miles
long, has several large settlements, and is
entirely under Baptist control, with the ex-
ception of the late interference of the esta-
blishment. We had four day schools there;
they have been closed, and the teacher
thrown upon his own resources, This is a
very important station, comprising eight
churches. A man of active habits might be
kept itinerating here with very great advan-
tage,

Other islands.

Crooked Island has several good scttle-
ments and three churches, but 18 without 2
school. Could we establish a good native
preacher at Long Cay, twenty miles distant,
he could supply the church there, and com-
mand an influence over Crooked and Acklins
Islands, Grand Bahama is an extensive
island, surrounded by others, where we have
several stations. Our schools have been
closed, and the teacher recalled. At Andros
Island we have been uninterrupted in our
engagements till the rage of proselytism:
Here we have several stations under the
charge of an African youth trained by Mr
Capern; he is, however, badly provided for-

Elcuthera is committed to the charge of 8
worthy native preacher, who is labousing
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amidst great discouragements temporarily.
Long Island has the advantage of the services
of o zealous native preacher, who has becn
the means of doing much good, but is in-
adequately  supplied with the common
necessaries of life. Exuma, celebrated for
clerical persecution and intolerance, is under
the care of a worthy brother, but, like the
rest, ill rewarded. Ragged Island, a poor
place, and very difficult of access, has a large
settlement and a public school. Our two
churches are superintended by the deacons,
men unadorned with the wisdom of this
world.

Yheir necessities.

Here s a field of labour of the most in-
viting nature to the truly benevolent, and
any philanthropic effort would meet with
ample encouragement. The hearts of many
would be madeglad, whose harps are now hung
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upon the willows; coming generations would
rise up to call their benefactors blessed, and
the unconverted would' present themselves at
the Saviour’s feet as trophies of mercy,
Thirty or forty pounds annually would sup-
port a schoolmaster or a native preacher,
whose time might be divided between the
schools and the public services. If a few
friends, a school, or a church, would support
one or more of the above stations, they
would do an incalculable amount of good.
Unless something be speedily done to regain
our lost ground, we shall be driven from this
interesting field, and the labour of years be
rendered ineffectual. Our prayer is, ¢ Retumn,
we beseech thee, O God of hosts; look down
from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine,
and the vineyard which thy right hand hath
planted; then shall not our teachers be re-
moved into a corner any more, but our eyes
shall see our teachers.”

Our brother desires that we should ¢ urge the claims of his station ;”* the above
account given by himself will speak far more effectually than any words of ours,

——

TRINIDAD.

SAVANNA GRANDE,

The following interesting passages relative to schools, are from a letter from
Mr. Cowey, under date of October 17, 1849.

In Trinidad our schools have not a very
large attendance, especially in this part of
the island, where the population is scattered,
and during the rainy season the roads im-
passable for children.

You can have no idea of the deplorable
state of ignorance that prevails in these parts;
among the adult population scarcely one in a
hundred can read at all, and not one in five
hundred so as fully to understand and be
improved by it. 'We, as a body, ought to be
doing more in the way of education than we
have hitherto attempted. Our strength in
the future mainly depends upon our efforts
to render the rising mind scripturally intelli-
gent. At this moment I have a small
chapel, in which there might and should be a
school through the week, closed, and nothing
doing where 8o much is needed, all for want
of a little means. On visiting this place a
few sabbathis back, I was greatly pleased to
meet before worship a class of scripture read-
Cr%, young persons who voluntarily meet on
sabbath mornings, first to read among them-
selves, and then to tcach any younger child-
ren that may be found, Had we a regular
Christian teacher located lLere to aid and
direct the efforts of these young people, the
most Dbeneficial results might follow. At
best I can visit them but one Lord’s day in
three, and very often not so frequently; so

that you see it is absolutely necessary, if
these people are to be instructed at all as
they should be, that something more be done
for them. A teacher, such as would answer
our present purpose, might be sustained for
about £30 per annum.

Sherring Ville.

Our little school at Sherring Ville is
still in operation, and though the attend-
ance is but small—from twenty to thirty,
yet it is an interesting little group, not
one of whose parents, I believe, know a
letter in a book. If we be instrumental in
dragging from the depths of their hereditary
ignorance and darkness a few of these dear
children, and convert them into agents of
usefulness in their day and generation, will it
not be a great work? Last subbath I visited
this place, met twenty of them at the sab-
bath school, some of them, eight or ten,
reading the scriptures, and all reading some-
thing; while the old people, who hitherto
thought education of little use, sat listening
and passing their remarks as the children
read, sang, recited their hymns, and answered
questions. Several adults have also profited
by this school, by receiving occasional in-
struction, and in very many families have the
scriptures and other good books been from
time to time read by the teacher, of which
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the people themselves have made wmention to
me with delight.

Little Victoria.

Our little school at my own house
is not destitute of some interest. When
first it was commenced the children had
to learn their letters, among whom was
little Victoria, whose parents live not far
from our house. They are nominal Roman
Catholics, and on that ground the priest
claimed the little girl as the property of his
church, and did his utmost to prevent her
attendance at our school, by designating it as
the “ devil’s school,” and that if she attended
it she would become * crazy,” &c. But her
parents, though ignorant people, were not so
soft or timid as the priest supposed, and
without giving him any satisfaction one way
or the other, continued to send the child,
with two or threc others, regularly to school.
They now see the advantage of it in the rapid
improvement she has made in a very short
time. I had the great pleasure a day or two
since to present her with a Testament, which
she can read tolerably well after about three
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months’ instruction, commencing with her
letters. I told her to read it at home to her
parents, and last sabbath her father attended
our worship, paying the greatest attention,

The Abbé, the boy and his Bible.

A few weeks back a lad about fourteen years
of age presented himself to the teacher for
admittance to the school, with his slate,
paper, and bible under hisarm. The teacher
told me afterwards he came from the Abbd’s
school. I took occasion in a few days to
speak to the lad ou the subject, when he said
“he left the priest’s school because the Abbg
told him one day he must not bring his bible
there any more, or if he did he (the Abbé)
would take it from him.” The lad, though
a catholit, did not like either to leave behind
him or to lose his bible, 50 he took himself
off, and has been with us ever since, daily
reading the lessons of divine truth. Since he
came he has also induced three or four other
lads to attend with him. Now, had we no
school in operation, they would not have had
this refuge.

RETRENCHMENT.

Under this head we give a few additional extracts from the letters of our

toil-worn brethren.

They need no comment.

They appeal to every Christian’s

attachment to his Lord. Must the lack of means compel the Committee, in face
of these urgent and affecting necessities, to persist in their contemplated reduc-

tions ?

Mr. WiLLrausoN of Sewry, under date of October 3, 1849, thus writes to Mr.

Angus:—

Your letter, under date of the 27th June
last, incloging the resolutions of the Com-
mittee respecting a very considerable reduc-
tion of expenditure in our Indian mission,
has elicited many anxious thoughts. I am
sorry you are about to resign the secretary-
ship. It is grievous, too, to think of con-
tracting, instead of enlarging our operations.
Nor is it less 80, to hear of the necessity
which has compelled the Committee, how-
ever unwillingly, to resolve on so painful a
measure. And most of all it grieves me to
say, that in my case it will be impossible to
comply with the resolution of the Committee
to the extent required. I believe you are
already aware that there are no items of
expenditure at this station, on account of
which 1 draw from the Society’s funds,
hesides that of my salary, which, about four
years ago, I was enabled, by the aid of our
auxiliary soclety, then formed, to reduce
from 200 to 175 rupees per mensem. Our
native preachers, orphan children, and infirm
widows, together with cur schools, heing all

supported by funds collected on the spot.
Both myself and my wife (who is a very
good economist) have all along adopted the
most economical plans we could think. of;
and have hitherto, I believe, heen enabled,
by the help of God, to expend as little of
the Society’s precious funds as any European,
with so large a family, could probably do.
You are, doubtless, well aware what an ex-
pensive country this is for a European to live
in. The subject has often been a very pain-
ful one for me to contemplate; but I trust T
have done my best to save the Society all
unnecessary expenditure at this station, and
therefore fear I cannot go much further in
the work of reduction, unless I were to adopt
the native mode of living, which seems out of
the question, especially at my time of
life.

We mean, however, to try to do something,
and are already at work reviewing every item
of expenditure, and applying the scissors
wherever necessity does not forbid their use.
I cannot as yet say, however, the exact



FOR JANUARY, 1850.

amount of reduction we may he able to effect,
Jsut T much fear it cannot he dong to the full
extent required by the Corqmltfee 5 who,
however, may Tely on our putting forth every
effort in order to comply with their necessary
requirements.

Present condition of mission.

I have the pleasure to say, that our little
church has received some considerable addi-
tions this year. It contained thirty-two
members last year. We now number thirty-
gsix. Indeed, five persons have heen received,
but one has been dismissed to another church.
Of those admitted, one was by dismission,
two by baptism, and three by restoration.
There are, at present, in our English school
forty-five boys in regular attendance. From
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the commencement of the year, however,
until June, there were not less than seventy,
the school having suffered a considerahlo
reduction in consequence of an unusually
severe visitation of cholera (in which the
Lord mercifully preserved us) in the months
of June and July, during which period it
was almost entirely deserted. Our Bengalee
school contains ahout fifty, having also suf-
fered, though proportionably less, from the
same cause. Both heathens and Mohamme-
dans, and Christians, have heen addressed
once, and often twice a day, and we trust not
without effect, though, as usual, no decisive
results have followed, yet we doubt not that
the work of God is progressing, and will be
crowned with ultimate success. May the
Lord hasten it in his time,

Our missionary at Howrah, Mr, MoraAx, under date of October 5th, writes as

follows :—

During a period of ten years’ service in the
mission no communication has produced so
much perplexity, anxiety, and pain, as your
Jast. With me the mission is the centre of
all my ideas, therefore any diminution of
strength, whether of men or of money, is a
cause of deep sorrow.

It has been my maxim from my arrival
here to be always at my post, able to work.
This cannot be done without the cultivation
and the preservation of health. To preserve
heulth artificial means are necessary, such as
punkahs in the hot weather. The govern-
ment have ordered punkahs for the common
European soldiers. This means has kept my
wife in India, and myself in working order.
In ten years I was absent but one month, on
account of fever. For the last two years I
have gone through four services every Sun-
day, in two languages. Who beside me has
done that? Without the punkahs I could
not do it. However, they cost money.
From January till now, I have not failed one
Sunday. There are but few, if any, that can
say that. Some think punkahs not necessary;
yet, according to their own account, thecy
cannot sleep at night, therefore they cannot
work by day.

1 have always considered that my time is
the property of the mission, therefore, though
I have had many offers from respectable par-
ties to teach an hour in the day, and good
ray, I have always indignantly refused every

such offer. I have not accepted one invita-
tion to dinner since I have been in Howrah,
thus much valuable time has been spared.

Now for money. I have never received
one penny from the Society except my
regular salary. No children, no extra ex-
pences whatever. It cost me £10 to go on
the river last year, but I did not send in a
bill. )

My first convert was a Brahmin. I sup-
ported him for one year at my own expense.
I have had Bengalee schools, native preach-
ers, and an English school for little Christian
vagabonds, who, according to their own ac-
count, never had a father, only a mother.
The money I had here, from the English con-
gregation, sometimes more at other times less.

There is none of the Society’s money
under my control except my own salary.
You will ask, can you reduce that? No;
without endangering my health, and lessening
my usefulness, There are two things that I
fear, the undermining of my constitution, and
any temptation to engage in any secular
affairs. The latter will destroy the fine
moral tone which a missionary ought to pos-
sess and to cultivate, and it will also injure
his character, What would be gained in
money would be lost in character.

In this letter I have written much about
myself, and am almost ashamed, but what
ean be done ?

At Dinagepore our brother, Mr. Smyrig, labours. Under date of September

11th, he says :—

Your letter, hearing date 27th June, 1849,
was reccived on the 6th September. It con-
tains heavy tidings; but we bow to the will of
an all-wise, just, and merciful God, trusting
he may yet hear our prayers, and send us
betier days. ’

b o - .
The salary of the European missionary is

all that is expended on this station, and this
is all that has been allowed for years past,
and it is known that his salary allows of
nothing more than the common necessaries of’
life. It admits of no company or invitatious
whatever. o

My dear brother, the reductions which
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have long been made at this station are as
follows :

No travelling expenses.

No native missionaries.

No native schoolmastcr.

No catechists.

No schools.

No house repairs.

All is fixed, whether in sickness or in
health, whether things be dear or cheap,
whether we have one child’s tuition, board,
and clothing to pay for, or two, or more,

God alone knows what reductions can be
made. I do not pay in full for my son’s
tuition, only for board and washing; when
the second child goes to school, which T trust
she will shortly do, we shall be much more
straitened, though 1 shall not be able to pay
much more than half the sum necessary.
This is a subject I never intended to mention
again, and it is dome simply because you
wish to know all that is in my heart. Per-
haps the salary T receive could be reduced
six or seven rupees monthly; but this would
be no profit to the cause, because it will shut
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me almost entircly within doors, Again, if I
were to leave the house I now have, and live
in a little hut ov bungalow, this would enable
me to reduce my salary, but then rent would
be required, and we would be in continual
danger of having owr house burned, as fires
are common here, and take place two or
threec times every year. Few stations are
without one or more native preachers, here
we have none.

The calamity which now hangs over us is
indeed great and distressing. The spirit of
the natives would lead us to say, missions
should be followed up,increased,and strength-
ened, and not weakened. If the means are
wanting, what can be done? It is distressing,
as it comes at a time when many have grown
grey in the service, and no hope of others
following. I myself am now thirty-two years
in India, and I have entered my thirty-third
year. Twenty years of this time have been
spent in the mission, and a little more than
six years were spent in the service of Christ
without money and without price. Oh, that
all my years had been so spent !

Let these painful details be borne in mind, and carried to the footstool of

Divine mercy by the disciples of the Redeemer. Let the condition of our African
mission be remembered. Haiti and Madras also; each requires immediate
assistance and another missionary. Both the East and West Indies are crying
aloud for help. May the churches of Christ arise, and say with ancient Israel,
in reply to the summons of the Captain of their salvation, “ Whatsoever thou
commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us we will go.”

HOME PROCEEDINGS.

We have been favoured with the following letter from a missionary brother
labouring in India. The subject of it has often been referred to in this country
as a means of quickening and deepening a missionary spirit, and by somne pastors
of churches has been carried into effect. We most cordially commend the

suggestions and remarks of this letter to general consideration.

To the Editor of the Missionary Herald.

Deanr SIR,—

T think it is some months since I naticed
in the Herald or the Baptist Magazine, a
suggestion which, though not new, but on
the contrary often put forth by missionaries
and those who take an interest at home in
the cause of missions to the heathen, is yet
far too seldom acted upon, and needs there-
fore to he again reiterated. I mean, that
difterent churches and auxiliary societies
should single out particular labourers or
localities in the mission field, with whom or
which they will feel themselves in a manner
identified, taking a peculiar interest in them,
keeping up a regular correspondence with
them, and binding themselves to a certain

extent to furnish the pecuniary means re-
quisite for the support of schools, or native
assistants, &c., connected with them, Of
whatever church a missionary or his
partner may have heen (previously to their
going forth) a member, or if either of them
had been an office-bearer or active supporter
of an auxiliary society, this circumstance of
itself ought to give them both a special claim
on the sympathies and zealous co-operation
of such church or auxiliary. And in the
case of both a missionary and his wife being
personally and favourably known to the mem-
hery of the same particular church or branch
society, or if even mcrely to the pastor or
office-hearers of such, there must surely be
something very defective in the feelings of
the parties at home, ar in the conduct and
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character of those who have gone abroad, if
a tender and continuous interest be _not
mutuaily felt, aud expressed too, by exertmr?s
as well as words. And yet I much fear this
forgetfulness, or af least a ceasing to mani-
fest sympathy in the labours and prospects
of their former associates in church-fellowship
now doing the work of evangelists in far
distant lands, is by no means uncgmmon._’
The churches or pastors that are guilty of it
wrong themselves as much as the objects of
their sinful indifference; or rather the cause
of Christ is injured, or deprived of its due
furtherance in such cases, as much at home
as abroad. .

I am quite willing to admit that the pecu-
liar circumstances of a pastor or a church
may be such as to afford a reasonable and
satisfactory excuse for not binding themselves
to supply any stated sum periodically for the

* One case, in which 1 am more particularly
interested, I may take occasion here to refer to.
The missionary and his wife are both natives of the
same city (“north of the Tweed "), to the religious
community of which, Presbyterian and Baptist,
their families are well known. The former, after
completing his studies with a view to entering the
established church, changed his sentiments on the
subject of baptism, and was received as a member
of a Particular Baptist church in that city. With
this he continued connected till he left his native
land, about & year afterwards. Nine yecars have
elapsed since then, during which period * Reports”
have again and again been forwarded, and letters
writien to the venerable senior pastor (for it is now
a collegiate charge), detailing the engagements, &c.,
of the said missionary and his wife. The only
result, however, has been one apologetic, friendly
letter, some years ago, from the pastor referred to.
‘While neither by that church or any member of it,
nor by any other Baptist society or individual in
all Scotland (!),thoughpersonally known to not a few,
has the slightest interest ever been expressed either
by letter (the above excapted) or contribution, in
the labours and schemes of the said evangelist.
These things ought not so to be, unless a satis-
fngmry reason can be assigned. Is the fault in the
Tissionnry, or in the churches yeferred to at home ?
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support of a catechist, a school, cr an orphan,
or any other specific object connected with a
particular mission station; but I can conceive
no feasible reason for their not manifesting
in other ways—perhaps quite as conducive to
the furtherance of the cause—their interest
in foreign missions generally, and in one or
more localities or individual labourers speci-
ally. It is the duty of every minister of
Christ, both to cherish this feeling in his own
breast, and to use his best endeavours to
excite and maintain it in the church over
which he presides, or in the circle of his
friends and influence, wherever that may be.
And if this duty be properly fulfilled, the
consequence will assuredly be, that in various
ways he will be instrumental in helping on
the cause of Christ among the heathen. Let
him frequently advert to the subject in his
public ministrations, in his sermons and his
prayers; let him furnish his own mind with
information thereon by reading missionary
journals and reports, and by corresponding
with labourers in the field; and then let him
communicate that information to his con-
gregation, and along with it, as far as he is
able, the feelings and convictions of duty it
ought to suggest or deepen. The result will
be, that some at least will be able and in-
duced to offer of their substance to the sacred
cause, and those who are too poor themselves
to contribute much, if at all, will by their
prayers and exertions amongst their friends
prove also serviceable in a greater or less
degree.

Should these few hints be deemed worthy
of a corner in the Herald, and be the means
of reminding any church or pastor of neglected
duty, and of inducing them at once to attend
to it now, it will be esteemed a favour by me,
and prove “ a word in season ” unto them.

Yours truly,

Benares, Aug. 19, 1849. G. 8.

We take the earliest opportunity of announcing to our friends the arrange-

ments which have been made respecting the Annual Services, as we are sure
they will be gratified with them. The Rev. F. Tuckex of Manchester, has
kindly consented to preach the evening sermon on the Thursday preceding the
Annu_al Meeting, and the Hon. and Rev. BaprisT NoEL the sermon on the
morning previous. Without doubt the friends connected with Surrey and

fll.ooylsbury Chapels will, as heretofore, place these edifices at the service of the
18s10n,

The retirement of the Rev. Evsrace Carey from his present connexion with
the Society was announced in the Baptist Magazine some time ago. Mr. Carey
COmrr‘lunicated his intention to the Committee at the same time. At their next
Mmeeting this letter was laid before them, and they appointed a sub-committee to
confer with Mr. Cargy on the matter. They met our estecemed brother, and

Pl‘eslenlted their report to the Quarterly Meeting, whose resolutions on the subject
are helow,
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Comimitiee Meeting, October 17, 1849.

Mr. Russewry, as Chairman of the Sub-committee appointed to confer with the
Rev. E. Carey, brought up the following report.

“ The Sub-committee appointed to confer with the Rev. E, CAREY, report that they met
him accordingly, and had long conference, w